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ABSTRACT
This study is the first comprehensive geographical research upon
the bedouin tribes of Galilee. These tribal groups have been rather
neglected in Literature and relatively little is known about them. It
is hoped to contribute to the Settlement Geography of the Middle East and

to shed some light on studies of the Holy Land.

Settlement geography is defined for this study as having two basic
aspects: 1) explaining the processes which have created the bedouin

settlement, and 2) describing the resultant settlement patterns.

The most important period of sedentarization among the Galilee
bedouin tribes is that of the first half of the 20th Century, although
the processes of changing nomadic habits into sedentary ones were observed
in earlier times. However, political and economic conditions of the
country, as well as the weakness of the Central government of the Ottoman
regime contributed much to the spread of nomadism into the non-desert
environment of Galilee. However, the pattern of settlement among
the Galilee bedouin is a recent phenomenon emerging largely during the

past three decades. It has not yet reached its final shape.

The study is divided into three parts, each part emphasizing
one phase of the sedentarization process; the first part discusses
the conditions under which the nomadism develops and the early symptoms
of the denomadization process. The second part analyses the processes
of sedentarization, and in the third part, the final product of

sedentarization, the settlement patterns, are examined.

The thesis ends with some concluding remarks summarizing the
most significant general findings of this study and suggesting some

further research for the future.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Aims

This study deals with bedouin tribes who were camping in Northern
Palestine during the last century and who today have become settled in
the same region of the State of Israel. (Fig. 1.1). The year 1880 was
chosen as a base year because it marks the publication of the first

(1)

scientifically surveyed map of Western Palestine. This map gives
the tribal names of Galilee. (Fig. 1.2), and thus provides a reliable
source for examining the spatial distribution of bedouin tribal territ-

ories and for comparison with more recent sources.

The main objective of this study was to undertake a geographic
analysis of the processes and the patterns of Galilee bedouin sedent-
arization. The bedouin tribes of Galilee have been rather neglected
in literature and relatively little is known about them. Despite the
fact that they were a small group of some 5,000 in 1880 and today
(1981) number only 30,000, their history has been one of continual
conflict with central government. Their sedentarization processes were
the product of these conflicts. Sedentarization of the Galilee bedouin
tribes has probably involved a greater variety of influences than with
most other cases of sedentarization in the Middle East. The combination
of all these factors has produced a markedly irregular pattern of bedouin
settlement in the rural landscape of Galilee, a new pattern which
deserves the interestof settlement geographers. This study will attempt
to analyse these sedentarization forces in terms of challenge and
response. The discussion will include several specific cases to
illustrate the bedouin adjustment to each conflict and changing circum-

stance. It will also show the great struggle of this section of the
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native population to maintain their traditions and culture until the

present day.

The thesis hypothesises that there are four character-

istics by which the Galilee case can be distinguished from other arid

zone processes of sedentarization

First -

Second -

Third -

Fourth

Semi-nomadism as in Galilee, is a distinctive life style
which is an amalgam of both nomadic and sedentary habits;
it is not a stage of transition from nomadism to

sedentarization.

The evolution of semi-nomadism in Galilee was not a
response to climatic conditions but a response to
conditions, largely political, and economic created

by man.

The process of sedentarization was not directly caused by
providing services to the bedouin or increasing the
opportunities for hired labour, but resulted indirectly
from interference with the balance between man, animals,
and pasture. A systematic reduction of both pasture

and agricultural land has left the bedouin with little

possibility of retaining the pastoral Tife.

In the case of sedentarization of nomads in humid areas,
agriculture tends to be an intermediate stage between
pastoralism and an industrial economy, whilst in arid
areas this stage is not necessarily experienced. The
pressure of the central government upon the Galilee
tribes to change their way of 1ife was so great, however,
that an agricultural stage has often not been able to

develop as might have been expected.



The study has, in addition, the following secondary aims:

(1) To contribute modestly to the historical and geographical studies
of the Holy Land. From the time of Abraham {circa 2000 BC)
Palestine was the home of bedouin tribes and other ethnic
groups. By studying these groups in the recent past it
will be possible to reconstruct their movements in Galilee
before the older generation of the bedouin disappears;
it would be difficult to shed light on certain events from

the new generation.

(2) To produce a bibliographical record of the bedouin tribes
of Galilee and an indication of the location of major

sources.

(3) To fill a gap in the literature on nomadic sedentarization
in the Middle East. Most of the literature overlooks the

varied types of bedouin settled in a non-desert environment.

(4) To document bedouin reactions to the crisis of present day
planned sedentarization; it is hoped that planners may change
their approaches to meet some of the bedouin desires more

fully, once the results of their actions are better understood.

1.2 Sedentarization : National Attidues and theoretical Models

Sedentarization is generally regarded among nomads as the cul-

(2)

mination of a series of accidents and failure in life. From this
view point the Middle Eastern nomadic people are facing major crises
in their traditional way of Tife. The present study investigates
one bedouin group who seem to have been amongst the first of such

groups to meet these crises.

There are two contrasting approaches to the study of continuance
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of pastoralism in the Middle East and in other regions :

1) The general concensus is that pastoralism is a major obstacle to

social and economic development.

Central governments in the Middle East

generally regard non-sedentary populations as tribal, forming a

national prob]em.(3)

This may be particularly true where nomadic and semi nomadic

people form a relatively large proportion of the national total population,

as in Somalia, Mali, Saudi Arabia and others as shown in Table 1.1

Table 1.1

Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Population in Selected

Countries (1970)

Country Nomadic Semi Both Per cent of
Nomadic Combined total popul-
ation
Afghanistan 2,000,000 12.5
Algeria 60,000 140,000 200,000 0.017
Botswana 14,000 0.024
Iraq 66,000 0.008
Jordan 95,000 5.5
Libya 150,000 9
Mali 308,000° 522
Saudi Arabia 2,000,000 45
Somalia 1,300,000 58
Sudan 1,400,000 2,500,000 3,900,000 38
Syria 200,000 150,000 350,000 0.7
Tanzania 102,000 0.01
Tunisia 60,000 0.015
Egypt 100,000 0.003

a. North Mali only

Source :

b. Masai only

D. Christodoulou, Settlement in Agriculture of Nomadic, Semi-

Nomadic and other pastoral people : Basic Considerations

from a World view, Land Reform, (FAQO) No.1 Rome 1970, p.42.
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It should be noted that accurate statistics on nomads are very difficult
to obtain. The estimates are often out-dated or are deliberately

(4)

falsified by various state authorities for political reasons. In
Israel nomadism has ceased. However, in 1980 the settled beouin 1in
the Negev and Galilee formed 12% of Israel's Arab population. They

also formed 2% of the total population of the state in the same year.(s)

The belief is that nationhood in the Arab world cannot be
achieved on a stable and permanent basis until the tribal sector becomes
fully integrated into the rest of the nation. At the same time
pastoralism in the Middle East has become associated with "anti-
progressive" forces. Administrative policies in agriculture, health,
educational and land reform often appear to be obstructed by pastoral
populations. The pastoral population is seen as a source of trouble,

a backward group that stands in the way of national progress. The only
solution proposed is the settling of the tribe, usually implying the
transforming of the man who lives upon the products of herds and

(6)

flocks into a settled cultivator of the soil.

2) In contrast with these views, some authors advocate a more
objective consideration of pastoral society and its relationship with
sedentary communities. They show that both specializations, péstora]
and sedentary are not anachronistic, but rational and comp]imentary.(7)
Pastoral nomadism is defined among other things as an adaptation to a
marginal environment.(g) Fisher (1961) for example, enumerating cases
where pastoralism represents the only possible utilization of limited
geographical opportunities states that this limited means of
utilization "does not seem to be fully appreciated by some governments
of States in which pastoral nomadism exists. The governments tend to

regard the nomadic population as an inferior community to be civilized

as quickly as possible by the imposition of a different way of life,
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(9)

usually agriculture." The same notion was stated also by Sauer as

early as 1952 declaring that pastoralism is the only form of production

that the ecology of an arid area could maintaié]o).

Cole, (1975) shares
the same view : "Nomadic pastoralism represents an attempt on the part
of Middle Eastern peoples to utilize areas that are not conducive to
agriculture but which provide the potential for high returns through

w(17)

the rational pasturing of animals by skilled herders.

1.2.1 Models of Sedentarization

Literature on nomadic sedentarization in the Middle East often
distinguishes between three models of sedentarization which are also

identified as indirect and direct methods. 2]

(i) Spontaneous Sedentarization

This model is a voluntary and evolutionary process; it also
involves projects which have a principal aim other than purely settling
nomads. Spontaneous sedentarization as a whole, is the result of more
than one stimulus. It is usually the result of a combination of environ-
mental economic, demographic political and social factors, all putting
pressure on the bedouin to leave their traditional way of 1ife for a

new one.

In arid regions environmental factors are playing a major role
in contributing to the spontaneous sedentarization of the nomads.
During periods of prolonged drought when the desert becomes more barren
year after year, this leads to the loss of animals as the range-carrying
capacity of the area is exceeded. Hence pastoral opportunities grad-
ually decrease, consequently encouraging sedentarization as part of
a search for alternative means of survival. The environment factors
seem also to play an important role in the spontaneous sedentarization

of the Galilee bedouin. However in the humid environment of Galilee



the decline of pastoral opportunities and overgrazing was not caused
by drought but - arguably - by the reduction of bedouin pasture as
considerable parts of their grazing area were transferred to other

land uses, such as agriculture and forestry.

The economic factor is generally the most common stimulus to
spontaneous sedentarization. The improvement of a country's economic
infrastructure introduces into the Tife of the bedouin a new secure
economic activity other than that of pastoralism. The best example is
the development of the 01l industry which in certain parts of the Middle
East has given the nomad an opportunity to abandon the old ways of life
and to become integrated into the wider national economic system. Other
factors such as demography, urbanisation, political and cultural
change may also be important but their role is merely to accelerate
the economic process of sedentarization which varies from one nomadic
group to another and from country to country. In Galilee the cultural
factor is probably the most significant since the bedouin were a small
minority group camped among the settled majority in the region. Their
socio-economic contacts with the sedentary settlement will inevitably
influence their culture and their way of 1life and so bring about

voluntary sedentarization.

(i1) Induced Sedentarization

"Induced" here refers to official government policy to encourage
the bedouin to settle. It may involve direct measures planned and
intended to encourage and promote the nomad's welfare through sedent-
arization. Additional objectives are always included as part of these
overall policies. For instance the first example of Induced Sedent-
arization in the Middle East was started in Saudi Arabia in 1912,

called al-Hijar (in Arabic, settlements of people who have abandoned
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the state of the desert for the state of sedentary life) and aimed to
facilitate combinations of social, political, strategic and religious
objectives. Socially, the main objective was to stabilize the bedouin

by trying to induce them to accept a sedentary way of life. It was
believed that such change would put an end to their feuds over the control
of ranges, water points, and other tribal conflicts. Politically, in
addition to the obvious advantages of fixing the bedouin to the soil,
their settlement would provide the nucleus of a permanent army that

could be called upon at any time. Religion was the basic force behind
this type of settlement. These settlements become religious centres

and a means of teaching true Islam to the nomad.(]3)

In the case of Galilee the induced sedentarization policy was
implemented by the Israeli Government in their attempt to concentrate
(or to re-settle) the bedouin into new planned settlements, providing
modern services. The objectives behind these Israeli induced schemes
were often not what the Authorities claim. They were not primarily
aimed at civilising the bedouin but rather - as will be shown in
Chapter 8 - at nationalising the land and controlling the Arabs and

their economy.

(iii) Forced Sedentarization

This type of sedentarization is regarded as a most extreme form
of induced sedentarization. The official implementation of this policy
may involve all possible means to force the bedouin to settle, regardless
of consequent human suffering. The prime concern of the central gov-
ernment in this policy is to break the power and the internal cohesion
of the tribes by restricting their movements. Thus, it was believed,
the nomads would be integrated into a national framework. Forced
sedentarization is usually associated with the two classic examples of

Iran and Turkey. The famous case of forced sedentarization introduced
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by Reza Shah (1925-40) was a ruthless and short-sighted policy with the

(14) Sim-

single aim of forcing tribal allegiance to the government.
ilarly this happened in Turkey, following World War I when the Kurdish
tribal loyalty presented an internal problem for Turkey, in the form
of demands for a Kurdish National State. The government reacted
ruthlessly, arresting and "re-educating" the elements and settling
them, but the Kurds retained a high degree of autonomy, and jealously

(15)

guarded their national identity. In Israel the sedentarization of
the Negev bedouin could be regarded also as a type of forced sedent-
arization since all the bedouin were concentrated by the authorities in a
specifically defined area, or reservation, which constitutes only about

(16) In Galilee there are

10% of the area previously utilized by them.
cases of four bedouin tribes being transported from the border area
into other places inside Galilee then eventually forced to settle

there (Chapter 7). This can also be regarded as a case of forced sed-
entarization. In evaluating the three models of sedentarization the
amount of human suffering caused by cutting the nomads off from their
own cultural environment should always be borne in mind. The sad state

of the demoralized bedouin community should also be judged in terms

of the loss of a unique human culture.

The above three models of sedentarization are all represented in
Galilee and may be compared with sedentarization undergone by other
nomadic groups of the Middle East. Spontaneous sedentarization occurred
during the British Mandate in Palestine (1918-1948). However both
jnduced and forced sedentarization belong to the period of the State

of Israel from 1948 to the present time,
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1.3 Sources of Data

This study utilises various sources gathered chiefly during the
research period June 1979 - September 1982, but there are also some
sources which the author gathered during earlier years as part of his
personal interest in the subject, mostly from newspapers. The data

sources are as follows:

1.3.1 Primary sources and historical maps

This data includes books, articles, maps and other records of
19th Century traveller-authors in Palestine. Some of this material was
available only on microfi]m or was confined to libraries and museums.
The author visited Sorbonne University and the Bibliotheque Nationale
(Paris) to use this material in December 1979 and in June 1980. An
additional search for historical data was made in the British Museum,
London, in December 1980. Part One of this thesis is mostly based on
this historic data. Rather Tess fruitful searches were made in Utrecht,

Tiubingen, Berlin, Graz and Jerusalem.

1.3.2 OfficiaT Documents and Private collections

Part two of this study is based largely upon evidence from
official documents gathered mainly from the following three places
(1) The Public Record office, London, (2) The Israel State Archive,
Jerusalem and (3) the Centre for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies,

the Documentation Centre, University of Durham.
1.3.3 Field work

The periods from April to September 1981 and June 1982 were
spent on intensive work among the 49 villages and hamlets of the
Galilee bedouin while resident in these villages. A large number of

people were interviewed during the four months field research and their
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contribution is most significant in the third part of the thesis. 1In
many cases the interviewees supported their information by presenting
documents and other evidence such as land deeds, which the author was

able to photocopy.

A questionnaire was delivered in the largest bedouin village in
Galilee designed to investigate particularly the specific demograph-
ical and occupational structure of the village. However, the author
concluded that the use of questionnaires was very risky since the events
surrounding the developments of traditional society vary greatly from
one case to another. The field research also included a 100% census
of the Galilee bedouin (30,295 persons in September 1981) through listing

the names of each household.

1.3.4 Personal Experience : The author belongs to the bedouin

community of Galilee. His own knowledge of certain events and bedouin
traditions helped him assess the veracity of information gathered

during field research. In many cases interviewees were surprised to be
asked repeatedly about certain issues which they assumed the author
should know as a part of his tribal education. It was rare to find a
tribe in which the author did not know at least one of its members before
conducting field research. It was due to the cooperation of all these
relatives and friends that a 100% census of the bedouin Galilee was
achieved. They not only cooperated during field research period but

in some cases also corresponded with the author after his return

to Britain.

1.3.5 Supporting Material : This includes official and semi off-

icial material, private papers, photocopies of land deeds and other
letters. Unfortunately there was no access to material in some government

offices. The author visited and interviewed responsible officials in
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these offices but documentary material was not made available. Some
officials unfortunately passed the author off with propaganda plat-
itudes that the bedouin in Israel are treated more 1iberally than

(17)

their brethren in other Middle Eastern countries.

Most of the supporting material used in the text, such as village
master plans and private papers was gathered from Arab engineers,
lawyers and others who were attached professionally to bedouin villages

in one way or another.

1.4 Organization of the Study

The study is divided into three parts:

Part One is concerned with the pre-sedentarization period of the
19th century associated with the Turkish regime in Palestine. OQOur
knowledge of bedouin in this period is 1imited. Chapter two discusses
the Timitations of travellers' literature as evidence of the Galilee
region and its bedouin population. Chapter three examines the unique
nature of nomadism in Galilee, associated with various forces such as
ethnic composition and semi-nomadic or semi-sedentary characteristics.
It also discusses the economic and political environment in which

nomadism was able to survive in a non-desert environment.

Part Two covérs the British Mandate in Palestine (1918-1948),
and the beginnings of sedentarization. Chapter four examines those
universal causes of sedentarization which seem applicable to the
Galilee bedouin and other groups in the Middle East. Chapter five
examines causes for sedentarization specific to the Galilee region,
notably Jewish colonization, malaria and social influences. Chapter
six examines the role of the British Administration in the process of

sedentarization.
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Part Three deals with the post-1948 period of the State of Israel
and the pattern of sedentarization established in Galilee during the
past three decades. Chapter seven discusses contemporary bedouin
settlement emphasizing the factors which have influenced the pattern.
Chapter eight examines present day trends in the planned bedouin
settlements in Israel. In this chapter a comparison is made between
planned bedouin settlement in the Negev and Galilee in order to evaluate
state planning strategies. A summary of the major findings of the

study is presented in the concluding chapter.

1.5 Spelling and units of measure

The spelling of place-names generally follows that of the official
map of the Palestine Department of Survey 1943q(18) However, fo
standardise the spelling of tribal names, some Arabic words and terms
used in the thesis have been transliterated in accordance with a
simplified version of the system used in Wehr and Cowan's (1971)

(19)

Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. The one exception is that in

the second chapter the spelling of tribal names in the tables are given
as they appear in the original text. The spelling of the word "bedu"
in Arabic, meaning "sons of the desert" from the word "Badiah"

(desert) varies greatly in literature. Some talk of "Badu" (sing.)

and "Badwin" (pl1.); others use 'Bedouin' or 'Beduin‘' as both singular
and plural. Another version is "Badui"(sing.) and "Badu " (pl.). For
the purpose of this study "bedouin" as both singular and plural is
used, which is near the normal English transliteration of the word.

The English plural "s" is generally used for the Arabic nouns.

The word "Arab" prefixed to the tribal name as an appellation
rather than an indication of the origin of the group. 1It's equivalent
in English is "The tribe of..." or "the bedouin groups of...". In the

text the word "Arab" is prefixed to the tribal name, as shown on most
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maps. However, in the third part of the thesis, bedouin settlements do
not carry the appellation "Arab". Since their inhabitants are considered

a settled group, the place name is annexed to the group name.

Monetary values are retained in their denominations, and are
not converted to a common currency or equivalent values. Thus changes
in the currencies in use and in their values during the period of a
century makes accurate comparisons very difficult, and only rough

estimates of relative quantities are possible.

Units of measure

1 donum = 1000 sq.m = 1/4 acre = 1/10 Hectare
1 hectare = 2.471 acres = 10 donums
1 feddan = 1.038 acres = 0.42 hectare
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CHAPTER TWO

THE NINETEENTH CENTURY TRAVELLER - AUTHORS LITERATURE :
LIMITATION AND CONTRIBUTION

2.1 General background

It is commonly accepted that Western civilizations have contributed
much to the study of the Holy Land. Their interest started in the form
of missionary activity and encouragement of pilgrimages to the holy
places, while in the second half of the nineteenth century several European
Consul ates opened in Jerusalem and some Colonial settlements followed
in the northern part of the country. As a result, much attention is given
to nineteenth century activity in the Holy Land as, for example, in

The Rediscovery of The Holy Land in the Nineteenth Century, the author

argues that "At the beginning of the nineteenth century Palestine was a

virtual terra incognita from a scientific point of view.“(]) This chapter

therefore has two main objectives; first, it is a modest attempt to
introduce a methodological approach to the large amount of literature on
this period, and secondly, it will give some explanation for the lack of
information upon particular topics, while other topics have been over-
emphasized. This is most applicable to the bedouin who, although camped
along the travellers' routes, were greatly neglected. Nevertheless,

the small and fragmentary pieces of information recorded in the liter-

ature have been of great value.

2.1.1 Pre-Nineteenth Century Explorers

Ever since the Holy Land became sacred to Europe, pilgrims trav-
ellers and explorers made their way to Palestine. They journeyed
patiently along the shores of Asia Minor until they were able to reach
the Holy Land to take back to their homes some account of the country;

while in later times the pilgrims came not singly, but in groups which
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continually increased in size. Later there were crusaders, colonists,
traders, Consuls and Ambassadors. The literature of Palestine's

exploration, therefore, begins with the establishment of Christianity.

Pilgrims from Europe kept diaries and manuscripts in various
ancient languages. Most of this material is preserved in monasteries,
church libraries, museums, and private places and only a few short
texts have been translated and published, for example, the works of
the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society (1884-1899).(2) Conder (1889)
refers to an anonymous work written at the time of Salah ed-din

(1187 A.D) in these terms:

“There are many manuscripts of this, as of earlier works,
which were preserved in the monasteries of Europe, and
recopied by students who seem to have little idea of
the importance of preserving the original purity of
their text. Some of the versions are mere abstracts,
some are supplemented by paraphrases fromscripture." (3)

Transiation of these manuscripts into modern languages such as English,
German or French is more difficult than tracing the places of pres-
ervation : theoretically the more ancient narratives are the most
interesting because they relate to a period when a far greater number
of monuments of still earlier antiquity remained in existence than

are there for modern travellers; also local linguistics were closely

related to events of these early times.

2.1.2 Nineteenth Century Explorers

Travellers and explorers of the nineteenth century are only one
of many groups who reached the country in different periods, yet their
narratives have been discovered and examined so much by modern scholars
simply because this particular period is the closest to the present
century. R8hricht (1890) in his Bibliotheca Geographica points out

that between 300 A.D and 1878 A.D. traveller-authors produced 3,515
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references and 747 cartooraphical works. This represents 47 per cent

of a total of 4,262 works published between 1800-1878. (%)

The dots of the histogram (Fig.2.1) indicate that 219
traveller/explorer-authors visited Palestine during the Nineteenth
Century. Eleven of these visited for a second time, one a third time,
two for a fourth time, and three died in the East before their self-
allotted tasks were completed. The histogram also shows that 84 per
cent of the travellers arrived in Palestine during the 50 years from
1815 to 1864. In contrast, only 12 per cent of the travellers arrived
in the years 1864 to 1900. In practice, the expected increase in the
number of travellers visiting towards the end of the nineteenth

century does not appear in the histogram for two main reasons:

A. The bibliography from which this histogram has been constructed and
modified was confined to traveller-authors in the years 1800 to
1881. (%) The single dot in 1899 being a traveller visiting for

the third time.

B. During the latter half of the nineteenthcentury the study of Palestine
became more systematic and was organised by three scientific

societies. Many individual explorers joined one of these societies:

i) The Palestine Exploration Fund (British) was established

in 1865.

i) Deutsche vereinsZur Paldstina (German) was established in
1877 together with a journal called Zeitschrift des

deutschen Paldstina-Vereins.

iii) The American Palestine Exploration Society was established

in 1870 but disbanded in 1884.

Towards the middle of the nineteenth century changes took place in the
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Middle East. Firstly there was the Egyptian Conquest of Palestine and
Syria (1831-1940) which produced fairly effective rule of the country

and secondly, the completion of the Suez Canal in 1869. Such develop-
ments brought the area back into the great traffic lanes of the world

and aroused the political and economic interest of the European Powers

(6)

in the Levant.

Travellers of the latter half of the nineteenth century produced
and achieved more than earlier travellers because of the favourable
conditions in Palestine. In this period the first scientific survey of
the country was undertaken by the Palestine Exploration Fund. The maps
and records of this society (1871 -1878) provided authentic material on
the country and served as a basis for all mapping until the first half
of the twentieth century. In summing up this general background, it
seems advisable to sound a caution about the historical geography of
Palestine before the nineteenth century : the shortage of information
about this period is essentially related to the fact that only a few
modern historians and historical geographers have attempted to study
it. Palestine has been explored by European civilizations since the
establishment of Christianity. This long period before the nineteenth

century is still clouded with mystery and deserves further study.

2.2 The Spirit of 19th Century Travel

Nineteenth century European Titerature on Syria and Palestine
was the product of various groups of writers who had contrasting points

of view and a wide range of interests.

Despite such a diversity of approach, however, no single work of
literature, certainly within the first half of the 19th century dealt

with Galilee as a single region.(7) Material on the northern part of
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Palestine was generally included in the literature in two different forms :

(A) Galilee was described as part of the narrative of travellers who
traversed Galilee from various directions continuing to their own
destinations outside Galilee. Such reports were usually presented
chronologically from the memoirs and personal experiences of those who

had actually visited Galilee. Other descriptions were largely the

product of the imagination of those who had never visited Galilee, stimul-
ated by others' primary sources. A good example to these writers is

C. Ritter (1848-535)§£3Le never visited Palestine, basing his work on other

sources, he succeeded in compiling the information from others' primary

sources and presented a reasonably complete picture of the country.

(B) Galilee was included in a Biblical regional study of the whole
country, often as a separate chapter. Sometimes Galilee was merely dealt
with as a section of a chapter dealing with the wider region of Egypt,

Sinai, Palestine and Syria.

Writers in the first group, both geographers and non-geographers,
appear to show a tendency to describe only what they were attracted to
in the cultural landscape along their routes, notably religious sites.
It is often the custom of travellers to follow the routes of previous
travellers, in order to examine the reliability of their narratives or
to re-examine the accuracy of the siting of the historical elements.

The result is an abundance of information about certain places while

other parts of the region are left relatively neglected.

The second category (B) appears to show a tendency by travellers
to study the region from a regional viewpoint in which the topography
and the drainage pattern, and other physical elements are emphasised
in order to explain the biblical division and sub-division of the

Holy land.
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It was rare to find a geographer who approached a study of the
country from a thematic viewpoint, choosing a single topic and dis-
cussing it in terms of place and time.(g) This might be because early
19th century geography generally was dedicated to the regional approach

and the thematic aspect had still not become fashionable.

Since information on the bedouin in Galilee fell within the
thematic category it is hardly mentioned at all. In fact, in a system-
atic search through the abundant literature of the 19th century, not a
single reference to bedouin was to be found in the first half and only
two chapters appear in the second half. These were (i) "Tent and
nomadic 1ife" in Bible Land and Customs, (1875); (ii) the "Bedawin" in

(10)
Tent work in Palestine (1879). Both chapters deal with general aspects

of the nomadic Tife, describing habits and customs and comparing them
with those of two other classes of population Tiving in Palestine;

the ploughmen, or agricultural peasantry (fellaheen) and the townsfolk
(belladeen). The object of studying the bedouin people as expressed
by Conder (1879), was

"because we should naturally expect them to throw much light
on the Bible narrative.” (11)

2.2.1 The Significant of Travellers' Expectations

Western travellers to Palestine brought with them a certain
mental attitude, either from books they had read, or the kind of
education they had received, and this affected the sort of things they
came to see in Palestine, their manner of seeing things, and also the
character of their description. Their motives varied, but were mostly
religious. Only a few travellers were able to overcome their
preconceived religious and romantic feelings and see the country

realistically, and even those were influenced by religion, especially
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regarding their choice of itinerary. The most complete descriptions
available are therefore of places of religious interest, whereas the
Sharon plain and the Hula basin, for instance, lacking such interest,

were used only for transit to somewhere else.

Some of the aims of visiting the country have been defined
clearly in the prefaces of the traveller works. Strauss (1849) for

instance, considered that his "journey in the East" had

"served as an additional corroboration to my mind of the
truth of the Divine word..." (12)

Murray (1868) expressed a wide range of aims of travellers for their

visit to Palestine :

"Every traveller has, or is supposed to have, some specific
object in view in making a "Pilgrimage to Palestine". One
is in pursuit of health; another of pleasure; another of
fame; another of knowledge; and adventure." (13)

Another method for gaining insight into travellers' personal interests
is by tracing their routes throughout the country and analysing their
manner of describing what they observed. Figures 2.2 and 2.2.1 depict
routes of famous travellers and explorers who visited Galilee in the
years 1801-1854. Generally, they represent three groups of interests,
according to the sites they visited and the period of time spent at

these sites.

(A) First category (Fig. 2.2 ) Travellers who spent a short while
(one week approximately) in Galilee, usually as part of a much wider
itinerary, they travel the familiar routes. These travellers crossed
Galilee either from west to east or from east to west; from Acre to
Tiberias or the opposite. The main interest was to visit the "triangle",
Nazareth (the town of Joseph and Mary), Kafr Kanna; (the village where

Jesus performed his first miracle of water turning into wine) and
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(14) The order

Mount Tabor (the mountain where he was transfigured).
of visiting the three places was determined by the direction of entry
into Galilee, approaching from the west, usually starting from Nazareth,
either continuing to Kafr Kanna and ascending to Mount Tabor, or
continuing to Mount Tabor and descending to Kafr Kanna. Approaching
from the east the choice was divided between Kafr Kanna and Mount

Tabor to reach Nazareth. Acre (and sometimes Haifa) have been visited
by most of the three groups as a point of arrival or departure. The
contribution of this first group to the knowledge of the area is
confined merely to the sites they planned to visit. The other part

of the country between the sites is described generally and briefly.

Travellers who exemplify this group (Fig.2.2) are : Clarke in 1801;
Ali Bey 11807, Irby and Morglas in 1817 and Warburton in 1843.(15)

(B) Second category (Fig. 2.2) Large groups whose journey to the
east was confined to the Holy Land. These had a relatively longer

period of time (1-4 weeks approximately) than the first group. Therefore,
they were able to visit other sites of secondary religious importance
merely associated with historical events. The main interest of this
group was still the sacred sites. In addition to the "triangle",

they moved onto secondary roads and visited sites such as the villages

of Nein, Zir'in and Indur south of Mount Tabor in the Plain of Esdraelon
(Marj Ibn 'Amir), Mount Carmel, and the "Mount of precipitation", (6 )
and the Horns of Hittin where Salah ed-din in 1187 A.D. defeated the

(17)

Crusaders. The town of Safad was also visited by most of this group.

Because they were the largest group, reconstructing the landscape
is possible from the large mass of narratives they left. The following
travellers clearly belong to this group. Burckhardt in 1812; Buckingham

in 18163 Stephens in 1838; Stewart in 1857 and perhaps Seetzen in 1809.(]8)
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(C) The Third Category (Fig.2.2.1) is a very small group of explorers
who ventured along unknown paths. They chose a point as a centre and
jourreyedfrom it in several successive directions, but always coming

back by a different road. They crossed the Tength and breadth of the

country with a thoroughness without precedent.

Their contribution is invaluable for reconstructing the rural
landscape, but since they were few, it is naturally impossible to obtain
a complete picture of the whole country. Their works have been recog-
nized by many later explorers and travellers as a basis for further
scientific research. Despite the wide interest of issues covered they
remain within the biblical framework. Such explorers were : Robinson
& Smith in 1838, Smith in 1840, Robinson in 1852, Van de Velde in

(19)

1851-1852 and Lynch in 1848. Beyond such division of interest which

was motivated by religious feeling and which can be found across the
three groups, there are the specific interests of each individual.

For example Ali Bey (1806) was the only traveller who gave the exact

number of Roman Catholic monks in Nazareth and the whole Holy Land.(zo)

Similarly, when Lynch (1849) arrived in Haifa by sea he observed that
"the first thing in Syria which strikes a visitor from

the Western world, is the absence of forest trees." (21)
Clarke (1812) however noted on his way from Acre to Nazareth, that the

nomadic tent in Syria was constructed differently from that of the

Lapland tent. The reason for this, in his opinion, was that "A variety

of Climate necessarily modifies the mode of their construction." (22)

Wilson (1824) noted certain similarities between the bedouin encampment
at the foot of Mount Tabor and that of the gang of gipsies in England.

“I crossed a fine valley which led me to the foot of Mount

Tabor, where I observed, at a short distance, a party of

Arabs hadpitched their tents, which were covered with

black cloth, almost a counter-part of the exhibition I

remarked on the plains of Jericho. Taking the scene altogether,
it was similar to a gang of gipsies in England. (23)
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This manner of description is evidence of specific personal observation
of Western travellers and explorers perceiving Eastern culture through
their Western experience, and consequent expectations, "using their

eyes to compose pictures.” (24)

2.2.2 Dependence upon Local Guides

Western travellers were greatly dependent on Arab local guides as
they roaﬁed in an environment very different from that of their home
land. Out of necessity they hired local guides in order to reach their
destinations. The professional guides were available only in the large
towns such as Jerusalem and Damascus. These professional guides were
few in number and charged a high price. Burckhardt (1822) gave an

example of this category.

"I took with me Damascence, who had been seventeen times in
Mekka, who was well acquainted with the Bedouin, inured to
fatigue and not indisposed to favour my pursuits; I had
indeed reason to be contented with my choice af this man,
though he was of little further use to me than to take
care of my horse, and to assist in intimidating the
Arabs, by some additional fire-arms." (25)

But most of the local guides were under-qualified; they could speak a
smattering of the travellers' languages, perhaps as a result of guiding
previous travellers, and pretended to be experienced by mentioning

names of Western travellers who had hired them before. However, at

some distance from their villages, their knowledge diminished and

in many cases they deserted. Consequently, travellers very often

changed them, hiring another when they reached the next village. Robinson

(1867) in his first visit in 1838 records one such example:

“The guide whom we had yesterday taken at Nablus proved
so incompetent and untrustworthy, that we dismissed him,
and engaged a Muslim of Jenin to accompany us to
Nazareth; not indeed to show us the road, for that was
plain enough, and our muleteers had often travelled it;
but in order to elicit from him information as to the
country along the way." (26)
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The same notion of dissatisfaction with guides appears in Burton's

Book Unexplored Syria (1879)

"They accompany the traveller not because they know the
road, but apparently to honour him, and really to
receive pay - say ten piastres or two francs per diem;
consequently he soon finds himself obliged to guide
his guides." (27)

Despite the fact that Western travellers knew this reality, they
allowed themselves to demand this minimum service from the natives,
primarily because of the need of translations rather than showing
direction. This absolute dependence can be seen from Robinson. During
his second visit in 1852, passing Marj Ibn 'Amir on his way from

Acre to Jerusalem:

“"There were quite a number of men ploughing in the adjacent
fields; and others at work or lounging in the mills; but
we tried in vain to obtain one of them as a guide." (28)

Overall, the result of such dependence of Western travellers on

the unqualified local guides manifests itself in two ways:

1. The selection of travellers' routes : Guides who did not appreciate
Western travellers interest in the Holy Land saw their role as finding
the shortest and the safest road in order to reach the next place. An

example is given by Wilson (1824):

"I cross a fine valley which led me to the foot of Mount Tabor,
where I observed at a short distance, a party of Arabs had
pitched their tents,...The guide turned off, unwilling to
come in contact with these stragglers, apprehensive they
might Tay hold of our mules, and thus save the animals the
trouble of carrying us up the mount." (29)

2. The reliability of the information required by the travellers.

This is clearly shown by Burton and Drake (1872).

"It is ever difficult in the extreme to gather exact topo-
graphical details amongst a people who require truth to
be drawn from them 'by wain-ropes', Le paysan interroge,
says the astute M.Lecoq, me répond jamais ce qu'il
pense devoir etre agréable a qui 1'interrogé; i1 a
peur de se com promettre." (30)
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According to such evidence it is reasonable to argue that the
local guides did not contribute substantially to exploration of the
Holy land. In fact, in one way or another they probably blurred the

process by the misconceptions they instilled into the Western memory.

2.3 The Religious Landscape

Jerusalem and Galilee are frequently mentioned in 19th century
literature as the two most sanctified places in the Holy Land. Both
places attracted travellers and explorers who had longed to make a

“once in a life time" visit to Palestine;

"The first impressions of childhood are connected with that
scenery; and infant lips in England‘s prosperous homes
pronounce with reverence the names of forlorn Jerusalem
and Galilee. We still experience a sort of patriotism
for Palestine, and feel that the scenes enacted here
were performed for the whole family of man. Narrow as
are its boundaries, we have all a share in the
possession : that what a church is to a city, Palestine
is to the World." (31)

Jerusalem achieved her superiority over Galilee due to its great signif-
icance for all three monotheistic religions. Each religion expressed
this significance by establishing physical elements such as churches,
mosques and synagogues throughout the centuries as a demonstration of
their reverence for the holiness of the place. In contrast, the 19th
century travellers elevated Galilee to the most important place in

Christianity, relative to other regions of the country. Murray (1868)

was expressing a widespread sentiment when he wrote:

"No other spot - not even Jerusalem witnessed so many of His
mighty works, no other place - not even Olivet - witnessed
so many of his discourses. His parables and his prayers." (32)
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A similar notion was also expressed by Conder (1889)

"Galilee always had a different place in our minds from any -
other part of Palestine, because it is the cradle of Christ-
janity and chief scene of the Gospel narratives." (33)

In contrast, in Judaism, Galilee was only of secondary importance, after

Judea.(34)

While in Islam, Galilee is hardly mentioned by the 19th
century travellers despite the fact that 83 per cent of the religious
sites are Muslim (Fig. 2.3) as shown in the map of the survey of

Western Pa]estine.(35)

The importance of understanding the behaviour of such writers during
their first visual experience of the place shows how an individual with
a particular religious disposition will have regard for certain elements
of the landscape whilst neglecting others. By seeing through, rather than
looking at, "the eye of faith," as Lynch (1849) recorded, "viewed a

more interesting and impressive sight."(36)

2.3.1 The Christian Landscape

Western travellers made a great contribution to promoting Galilee
as the spiritual centre of the Holy Land. To a certain extent they fol-
Towed the route of Jesus, identifying those places which he visited and at
which he performed miracles. Travellers who possessed a theological
background or experience in archaeological studies, were enthused by en-

larging the discussion and referrving to evidence from the words of the Bible.

In approaching Galilee from a Christian perspective, compared
with those of the Musiim and Jewish perspectives, it was found that the
sanctity of the region was not confined only to the sites that Jesus
and his disciples visited. In his thirty years of living and teaching in
Galilee, his experiences were spread widely over the region. His

mission entailed moving from one site to the other throughout Galilee
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and thus all his routes were considered sacred. This notion is pointed
to clearly in the narratives of Christian travellers, for example :

Stewart (1857) describes the hills of Nazareth as follows:

"There was not a hill around but his blessed foot must have
been visited by him. In no other place was presence so
long manifested. Who can visit Nazareth without calling
to remembrance the brief history of his childhood? - He
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God
and Man - Luke ii.52" (37)

And also Lynch (1849) in his narrative when he first saw Galilee Lake

"How dear to the Christian are the memories of the Lake!

the lake of the New Testament: Blessed beyond the nature

of its element, it has borne the son of God upon its

surface" (38)
Western travellers, bringing to bear a Christian perspective thus acquire
the notion that Galilee as a whole was "the Holy region". In this

way their outlook differed fundamentally from the outlook of the other

two religions.

2.3.2 The Jewish Landscape

According to G.A. Smith's (1897) Biblical division of the Holy

Land, Galilee was the third northernmost province, after Judea and
Samaria respectively. Its natural boundaries are clearly defined. In
the south, the plain of Esdraelon (Marj Ibn 'Amir in Arabic and in
Hebrew Emiq Israel); to the north, the great gorge of the Litani river
(Kasimiyeh); in the east, the Valley of the Jordan and the Lake of
Gennesareth (Galilee Lake and also Lake Tiberias); and to the west,
the narrow Phoenician coast (Acre Plain or Emiq Zebu]on).(39) This
region coincides closely with the territories of four of the Israelite
tribes (Fig. 2.4), Issachar, Zebulon, Asher and Naphtali. Each

tribe demarcated its own territory according to the physical sub-

division of the region. Lower Galilee was almost identified with
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the tribe of Issacher; Upper Galilee comprised all Zebulon and Naphtali
and the coastal plains were claimed for Asher.(40) According to G.A.
Smith (1897), the sea coast, which was claimed for Zebulon and Asher,
never belonged either to them or to the province of Galilee; it was

always Genti]e.(4])

It has been mentioned frequently by 19th century travellers and
explorers (for instance, Robinson (1867), Van de Velde (1864)) that the
notion of moving from one Israelite tribal territory to another was
accompanied by changes in the topography. Consequently the Titerature

tends to reflect two points of view.

(A) The region was divided conceptually into tribal units and the
physical elements were mentioned in order to explain the history of the
tribes, and to identify those events which were mentioned in the Bible.
Thus, an attempt was made to translate the language of the Bible into
that of the visible world. Thomson, (1886) who made a journey into
Northern Palestine, typified the idea of travellers who conceptualised

the region in terms of tribal territories.

"Our travellers now cross the scriptural boundary of the

tribe of Asher, the northmost of the twelve tribes, and

enter the land of Israel. The tour through northern
Palestine may be divided into two parts, in each of which

the country is crossed from west to east, and from east to
west. In the first of these journeys, setting out from Tyre,
we traverse the territories of Asher and Naphtali,... In

the second excursion through northern Palestine, our route
lies chiefly through the tribes of Zebulon, Naphtali, and

Issachar." (42)

This attitude is also portrayed by numerous cartographers in the mid-

(43)

nineteenth century (Fig. 2.4).

(B) The information within the literature concentrates unduly upon
the physical units containing the tribes, and upon the dividing lines

between two different landscapes. Travellers who passed through these
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demarcating lines enlarged their description of the physical environment
in order to determine the accurate boundaries of the tribes. Con-
sequently several sites are over-emphasized because of their location on

the "Imagined Border".

Examples of sites which were over emphasized : Tell esh Shuman,
or Tell Thuren, two mounds of ruins projecting into the plain of
Esdraelon indicated the - south - western frontier of the Zebulon
tribe. The same is applicable to the village of E1 Meshhad the ancient
Gittah-hepher which was in the border of Zebulon. 'Abilin village in
the Wadi A'bilin was considered by Van de velde (1854) to be a land-
mark in the northwest between Zebulon and Asher, and the shrine
Seiyid Huda Ibn Yakub identified by Thomson (1886) to be the northern

1imit of Naphtali tribe.(44)

In addition to the emphasizing of sites located close to or upon
the “Imagined Borders" travellers and explorers often associated the
two cities Tiberias and Safad as an integral part of the Jewish religious
landscape of Galilee. Both cities were venerated by the Jews as Holy
cities 1ike Jerusalem and Hebron. They were declared sacred through the
beleif thatthe Messiah will arise from the waters of the lake, land in

Tiberias and establish his throne at Safad.(45)

In summing up the Jewish landscape in Galilee through the eyes
of the Western travellers one finds that such landscape referred mainly
to the two cities of Tiberias and Safad and several sites on the
Israelite tribal borders, and not to the whole of Galilee as seen in

a Christian context.
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2.3.3 The Muslim Landscape

Western travellers regarded Galilee as a Holy Christian region
contained within the territories of four Israelite tribes. The trav-
ellers were non-Muslims who gave priority to describe and to evoke
their own religious landscape. From this perspective, the literature
over-emphasized the Christian and Jewish landscape, with the Muslim

landscape hardly represented.

Thus, to adopt Christian and Jewish perspectives, of the kind
just outlined in order to study the Muslim landscape of Galilee can
only lead to misconception. There was no direct experience of the
Islamic prophet in Galilee, while the preaching of Islamic faith
appears firstly outside Galilee, whereas the Gospels started inside
Galilee. In parallel, the battle-fields of the Israelite tribes which
occurred in various places of Galilee were holy wars. These events
mentioned in the Bible and represented by the travellers contributed
to the emergence of the Jewish landscape. In contrast, the celebrated
Muslim battle-field of Salah ed-din in 1187 (A.D.), in the Horn of
Hittin to the west of Tiberias was of political rather than religious

. . s . 6
importance and did not add significantly to the Muslim 1amdscape.(4 )

On the other hand, Jerusalem is regarded in Islam with a great
degree of importance associated with the traditional Night Journey
of Mohammed, the prophet, to the Masjid al Aksa (the further mosque).(47)
One's image of a place may be moulded by the traditions of the physical
experiences of a prophet, and the place then becomes elevated to an
unrealistic degree of importance. In this respect Jerusalem eclipses

any other region in Palestine in Islamic eyes.

Nevertheless, some Western travellers paid some attention to some

of the Islamic sacred sites, which were seen from their passing routes.



London, 1880, scale 1:63360, sheets II - VI.

Table 2.1 Location of Muslim Sacred Sitesin Galilee - 1880
Map of Neby Sheikh Wely Mazar Sidi Sitti Kabir Khader Shejerat iUnidenti-
W.Pales- | (Prophet) | (Chief/ (favour-  [(Shrine) |My Lord- |My Lord- (tomb) (St.George)] (tree) fied tombs
tine elder) ite ) male ) female) |
Sheet i
II - 1 - - 1 - 1 ] - -
IT1 4 12 - - - - - 1 - 2
IV 3 11 - - - - - - 1 7
v 2 1 - - - - - 1 - 1 19
VI 4 12 1 1 - 1 1 - 2 2
Source : C.R. Conder and H.H.Kitchener, The Map Survey of Western Palestine in 26 sheets,

- lv_
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These sites, namely "Makam" (place), are usually seen as a white-stone
building about 10 feet square and 8 feet high, surmounted by a small dome.
They have various degrees of importance according to their names

(Table 2.1) and the belief connected to the name. Usually such sites
were regarded as sacred by the local peasantry (fellaheen) since théy
were associated with a story that a Saint was supposed once to have

"stood" there. Neil (1891) quoting Major C.R. Conder,

"it is in worship of these shrines that the peasantry
(fellaheen) consists. Moslem by profession, they often
spend their Tives without entering a mosque, and attach
more importance to the favour and protection of village
mukam than to Allah himself, or to Mohammed, his
prophet." (48)

Guerin (1854) noticed on "Kubur Benat Yakub" (the tombs of the
Daughters of Yacub) bedouins have hollowed out places where the stored

(49) Figure 2.3 shows the

grain is under the protection of the tomb.
distribution of makams in Galilee according tc the map of western
Palestine. The makams should be considered as a contribution to the

religious scenery of Galilee.

2.4 Attitudes to the Nomads

In the first half of the 19th century, Palestine was described
politically and economically in terms of anarchy and primitive economy.
This situation was documented by reports of visitors to the country
who stressed mainly the insecurity owing to raids of robbers and wild

bedouin tribesmen who wandered through if unchecked.(SO)

Ensuring personal security was a central point which enforced
travellers to follow known safe roads and to change direction according
to temporary hostile circumstances. The following quotations from
travellers' experiences suggests the degree of suspicion and the
negative preconception possessed by European travellers towards the

Arab nomads.
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In 1806 Seetzen (1855) made his way to Tiberias coming from the

eastern side of Lake Tiberias; his impression was thus :

“"Der Abend war mir nahe. Ich eilte daher aus diesem unsichern
Aufen thalte zu kommen, und wdre beinahe zwei Arabern in die
Hande gefallen,die mirim dem dichten Geblisch auflauerten.
Gllcklich erreichte ich eine Stunde nach Sonnenuntergang das
kleine mohammedanische DBrfchen Madschdil, welches am Ufer
des Sees liegt (in S.Briefe bei v. Zach M.C.1 .c) und
wo ich die Nacht blieb" (51)

One year after Seetzen, Ali Bey (1816) passed along the same road, on
his way from Nazareth to Damascus his assessment of the situation was

as follows:

"We had hardly begun to go towards the N.N.E. before some
Bedouins on horse back appeared; they hovered near us during
half an hour, sometimes afar off, at others near, as if
they were meditating on an attack upon us. I ordered my
people to prepare their arms and be in readiness for defence;
the foe then thought proper to withdraw, though my suit was
composed only of a servant, a slave and four fusileers." (52)

This is also the only information given by Ali Bey (1816) upon Galilee
bedouin, describing the bedouin in terms of a potential enemy. Similarly
in Buckingham's (1821) narratives, on his arrival to the feet of Mount

Tabor coming from Nazareth in 1815:

"We saw before us about a dozen Arabs, each with his gun
prepared to fire. We mutually halted to regard each other,
and not knowing whether this was an ambush 1ying in wait for
us, or for the boar, we unslung our muskets for defence. We
remained for some minutes in this hostile attitude, until
one of our party accosted the band which Rad so suddenly
appeared, and received such insolent answers as to induce us
to look upon them as enemies rather than friends." (53)

Western travellers frequently mentioned their suspicions of bedouin, repeating
one another's experiences and adopting a habit of writing about these to
show their exotic experience of this race of people, without necessarily

being attacked or threatened by them.

Writers who possessed the ability to describe their experience in a

flamboyant manner gave the reader a particularly exaggerated picture.
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Murray (1868) belonged to this category of writers. The following is a

description of the road from Tiberias to Damascus via Jisr Banat Yakub.

“The traveller who has enterprise and courage enough to pass
this way at this season will enjoy a favourable opportunity
of seeing those true sons of the desert, and true descendants
of him of whom it was prophesied that he would be "a wild
man, his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand
against him : and he shall dwell in the presence of all his
brethren” Gen. xvi.12). These words are still fully
applicable to the Bedawin, who are the scourges of eastern
Syria. Their hand is against every traveller, every unguarded
caravan." (54)

Western opinion of the Galilee bedouin was thus derived from the
general image of nomads from elsewhere in the Middle East, although the
reference to desert here seems to be rather misplaced. Those who have
known the nomadsmost intimately have liked them, and trusted their

chivalry.

C. Grant (1937) came to a similar conclusion from study of the
Syrian desert, confirming the fact that European travellers hold mis-
conceptiors on bedouin, due to the great tribal conflict and the chronic
warfare between Arab and Turk, between the sixteenth and the middle of

the eighteenth centuries.(55)

Modern travellers concur in holding a favourable opinion of the
bedouin, especially explorers who have spent many months either living
amongst them, travelling with one or more of the great desert tribes;
notably Charles Doughty (1933) and Wilfrid Blunt and his wife Lady
Anne Blunt (1879, 1889) in the Tate nineteenth century (56) and
Gertrude Bell (1911); Alois Musil (1927); Douglas Carruthers (1935) in
twentieth century.(57) T.E. Lawrence (1926,1927) and W.Thesiger
(1959, 1964) who Tived amongst the Arab tribes on an equally intimate

but rather different footing were much prejudiced in favour of the

bedouin.<58)
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There was, however, no attempt by Western travellers and
explorers to live among the Galilee bedouin and to hold a favourable
opinion which might have made more information upon them available.

It seems that having a negative preconception of nomadic people led

to the Western travellers avoiding learning about this group of people,
and the 1ittle information which was reported was moulded by a negative
misconception. Such a limitation is a crucial element in the inter-
pretation of available material. Moreover the statistical material

is systematically incomplete and as it stands it could hardly be used
to make any comparison. Such statistics were gathered in order to

provide estimates for the phenomena discussed below.

2.5 Estimates of Galilee Bedouin Population

The bedouin did not play an important role in the political
and the demographic 1ife of Galilee during the 19th century. They were
a small minority group who occupied unused land between local settle-
ments. Their small size might be one reason why 19th century travellers

and explorers overlooked them. Thus Conder {1879) wrote:

"The Arab clans in Philistia and Sharon are too numerous
and insignificant to require notice; and in Galilee
also there is a large number of very small tribes" (59)

However,in the last two decades of the 19th century, a few sources
gave a list of tribes and numbers, though these were still not complete.

These sources deserve some discussion.

2.5.1 Jaubert (1812)

The "Description de L'Egypte,ﬁtat Moderne" (1812) published

Jaubert's 1list of nomadic tribes of Palestine, Syria and Egypt. Jaubert's

estimates were the first statistics available in the 19th century.

Forty six tribes were recorded in Pa]estine.(GO)
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The following Table has been modified from the information

given on tribes who were in Galilee :

Table 2.2 Estimate of Galilee bedouin tribes in 1812
Tribe Horsemen
Berarych 200
Mesaid 200
Halef (few)
Samkyeh (many )
Soumerat (many)
Gaatyn (many)
Khayt Beouady 1000
Bechatoueh (few)
Ghaur 300
Sekhour el Ghaur 300
Ghaouarheh (unknown)
Sabyeh (unknown)
Nemyret (unknown)
Mohammedat (unknown)
Total > 2000

Source: A. Jaubert, "Nomenclature des tribus d'arabes qui campet
entre L'Egypt et Ta Palestine...etc.." dans Ta Description de
L'Egypte, Etat Moderne, vol.Il, Paris,1812, pp.249-275.

Jaubert's statistics were in fact estimates of the power of tribes

and not population. Using the number of horsemen in order to estimate
the population of a bedouin tribe is unrealistic, particularly when the
information ,  derived from the tribesmen themselvesswas exaggerated

to demonstrate tribal power.
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Burckhardt (1822) who was present at the same time in the east

came to similar conclusions when he tried to estimate the 'Anezeh

Tribes:

"It is difficult to ascertain the numbers of each tribe for a
prejudice which forbids them to count the horsemen, as they

believe, 1ike the eastern merchants, that whoever knows

the exact amount of his wealth may soon expect to Tose part

of it." (61)

Despite the fact that Jaubert's 1list was incomplete (9 tribes

out of 14 were not counted), Jaubert's information is valuable since

he also recorded the approximate location of each tribe, thus making

it possible to trace subsequent tribal migrations.

2.5.2 Drake (1875)

Among the aims of the Palestine Exploration Fund was the
ection of native traditions in Palestine, together with manners
customs of the peasantry. This was a subject to which Tyrwhitt
(1875) gave constant attention.(62) Drake (1875) estimated the
population of Palestine by listing the names, location, numbers

tents, and manpower for each bedouin tribe, as follows:

coll-
and
Drake
nomadic

of
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Table 2.3 Estimate of Jordan Valley Tribes in 1874
Tents Men Tribe
- - El Tyyahah ) . .
E1 Terabin g in the Desert of the Tih
- - E1 'Azazimeh
- - E1 Dhullam
100 150 E1 dehalin, south of Hebron
50 70 E1 Ka'abineh, in Masferah, south of Hasasa, and
north-east of Hebron
60 100 E1 Rashaideh, near 'Ain Jidi
360-100 1000 E1 Ta'amirah, south of Bayt Lahm, and Mar Saba
150 200 E1 Abbaydiyeh, serfs of the monastery of Mar Saba
120 150 E1 Hetaymat
250 300 E1 Sawaharet el Wad
50 80 E1 Abn Nusayr
100 150 E1 'Abid, serfs of the last, who 1ive near Ain el
Sultan
50 100 ET Ka'abineh, north of Wady el ‘'Awjch
110 180 E1 Mesa'ayd (under an Emir), in Wady el Far'ah,
and east of Nablus
- - E1 Belawni ) from east of Jordan, but usually
- _ E1 Fahaylat ) have a few tents in the Ghor near
- - E1 Sardiyeh ) Wady el Maleh
150 400 E1 Sakr, near Baysan, and in Wady Jalud
60 100 E1 Ghazawiyeh (under an Emir), east of Baysan
40 70 E1 Beshatwi, near Jisr el Mujami'a
35 60 S'khur el Ghor, south of the Sea of Tiberias
Source: C.F.T. Drake, Tyrwhitt Drake's report on May 1974,

Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterley Statement,London, 1975,p.28.

The number of tents and men was an average of the numbers

given to the author by different bedouin. This 1ist probably represents

a high degree of reliability. Unfortunately Drake's list was confined

only to the Jordan

Valley tribes
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2.5.3 C.R.Conder and H.H.Kitchener. (1881-83)

Both authors prepared the survey memoirs which were the index
of the 26 sheets of maps comprising the Survey of Western Palestine

1880; each memoir 1is subdivided into three sections:

A.  The geographical and topographical description of
the sheets. All the villages are described, The sub-
headings of this section are 'Orography', Hydrography',

"Roads and Cultivation';

B. Archaeology of the sheet, giving a detailed account

of the ancient remains in alphabetical order;

C. Ethnographical, with notes on the population and on

traditions collected by the survey party in connection

with various sites.

Despite this comprehensive work, the 34 tribes which were inscribed on

the first six sheets were not included in the Memoirs

except for one tribe mentioned in the following context:

“The Henady Arabs are survivors of a strong tribe which
was headed by Akil Agha" (63)

There is also indirect general information from sheet II (topography):

"The hills are only very sparingly cultivated, and a good
deal of the land is given to Arab tribes, who feed

their flock amongst the bush wood and have become famous
for their butter and milk (64)

Moreover, the Memoirs mentioned 15 bedouin tribes in the Shafa 'Amr
vicinity and the Marj Ibn 'Amir (Tables 2.4 & 2.4.1) but these tribes

were not marked on the survey maps of Western Palestine (1880).
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Table 2.4 List of Bedouin Tribes Enumerated by the Memoirs(1881-83)

Tribe
1. Arab el Ghareifat 200
2. Arab es Sa ideh 120
3. Arab el Kabiyeh 200
Total 570
Source : C.R. Conder and H.H. Kitchener, The Survey of Western Palestine

Memoirs of the Topography, Orography, Hydrology and Archaeology,
The Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund, London,
1881-83 Vol.1I1I, p.11.

This information was followed by a note stating that they cul-

(65)

tivatedabout 50 feddans of land. Such information was cited under
Section C; where the following tribes were also mentioned as camping

-in Shafa Amr vicinity and Marj Ibn 'Amir.

Table 2.4.1 Tribal groups camping in Shafa 'Amr vicinity and
Marj Ibn 'Amir (1881-83)

1. Arab el Tuwal 7. Beni Gowa (or Benihah)
2. Arab el Hujeirat 8. 'Awadin

3. Arab el Mureisat 9. Shageirat

4. Arab Zebeidat 10. Beni Saidan

5. Arab Hulf 11. 'Alakineh

6. Tawat-hah 12. Naghnaghiyeh

Source : Conder anc Kitchener, (1881-83) op.cit., Vol.1,p.355,
vol.II, pp. 73-74.
The lack of information in the Memoirs upon Galilee bedouin can
be seen as a gap within the work of the P.E.F. The whole settled

population were enumerated and only those tribes who were apparently
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semi-sedentary and engaged partly in agriculture were considered part
of Galilee's inhabitants. Nevertheless, the contribution of the memoirs

is valuable for two reasons :

1. The Mamoirs provide information on the fifteen tribes in the.
Memoirs (which the maps do not show) and the 31 tribes marked on the
map. Thus it is possible to trace 46 bedouin tribes in Galilee during

the years 1880-83.

2. The enumeration of the three tribes is evidence of the small

size of the Galilee bedouin tribes.

A rough estimate of the total Galilee bedouin population can be
attempted by taking 190 (the average size of the three tribes in Table 2.4)
as an indicator of the average size of each of the 46 Galilee tribes,

giving a total of 8,740 for 1880-83.

2.5.4 G. Schumacher 1886

In 1886 the Turkish government decided to improve its road system
in parts of Palestine. To finance this enterprise, an obligatory labour
contribution of four days per year was imposed upon each male of working-
age (16 to 60 years). To procure this labour, each district first had
to canvass its working-age male population. G.Shumacher undertook this
task for the Acre district (Liwa ‘Akka) a region covering Upper Galilee
and the region across to Haifa on the Mediterranean coast. The Schumacher
census (1886) not only counted the working-age males, but women, children
and the aged, as well. The total number of villages and towns in Acre
district was found to be 186 with a total population of 152,965. Ten
of the 186 villages and towns were identified as bedouin (Table 2.5 )

Their population amounted to 3,950 (Table 2.5 ) (66)
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Table 2.5 Estimates of bedouin tribes in Akka liwa (1886)
Tribe
Ghawarneh el Karabsa 165
Ghawarnet el Kuamil 210
Arab Kaisarieh 670
Ghuwarnet ez Zerka 235
Kiryet 'Adeisiyeh and vicinity 275
bedouins

Kiryet ed Delhamiyeh 650
Wa 'Arab el Hunady 650
Arab Sukjur el Ghor 600
(coming as far as in kada Tubariyeh)

Arab ed Dalaiky 295
Arab Dalaiket el Eisa 400
Arab es Sbeih 450
Total 3950

Source G. Shumacher, "Population of Liva Akka", Palestine Exploration
Fund Quarterly Statement, London, 1887, pp.169-191.

Schumacher's (1886) 1ist cannot be regarded as accurate for the

following reasons.

1. It excluded bedouin tribes of the Hula, and a considerable part
of northern Galilee, because this area belonged administratively to

Beirut liwa.

2. The list included two tribes (Arab Kaisarieh and Ghuwarnet
ez Zerka) attached to Akka liwa; these tribes were located beyond the

southern boundary of Galilee.

3. The 1ist contained tribes attached to villages and Schumacher's
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statistics failed to distinguish between bedouin and non-bedouin in

the same village in the cases of Kiryet (village) A'deisiyeh and Kiryet

(village) ed Delhamiyeh.

4. Other tribes mentioned by travellers and marked on the map of

Western Palestine (1880) are absent from Schumacher's 1list.

Apparently Schumacher counted only the groups which were semi-
sedentary like the Ghawarneh and those groups whose encampments were

permanently found in close vicinity of the villages.

In reducing the tribal groups by excluding those mentioned in
reasons 2 and 3,and also excluding the tribe Skhur ei Ghor which did not
belong to Galilee permanently. Schumacher's lists contributed the

number of 1520 souls as Galilee bedouin population in 1886.

2.5.5 Salname-1 Wilayet-i Suriye, (1884)

From the last two decades of the 19th century the Ottoman gov-
ernment published the "Salname" (Yearbook) of several Turkish Provinces
(vilayets) in the form of government publications including the "Salname"
of the vilayets of Syria and Beirut. These "Salnames" give lists of the
villages grouped according to administrative divisions. The first being

for the year 1880/81.(67)

Syria's villayet salname of the year 1884
provides a list of nomadic tribes organized under each of the five 1iwas
of Syria's Vilayet. The "salname" gives the number of tents of each
tribe in some 1iwas and the total number of bedouin souls to each of

the five Tiwas, using the coefficient of 6 persons per one tent.

For 'Akka Tiwa 22 tribes with a total population of 4,000

souls have been mentioned (Table 2.6 ).



-54-

Table 2.6 Estimates of Galilee Bedouin Tribes in 1834

District Tribal Name Souls

Safad Luhaib --
Qidairyyah --
Sawaid --
Kharanbah --
Mawasi --
Suwailat --
Akrad --
Zanghariyyah --
Suwaitat --
Samakiyyah --
Shaar --
Khubar --

Tiberias Wuhaib --
Subaih --
Dalayikah --
Shabshosh --
Skhur el Ghor --

Shafa 'Amr Hanadi --
Hawarah -~
Hujairat --
Turkman --
Ghuraifat --

Total 4,000

Source : Turkey, Salnames, Salname-i wilayet-i Suriye,No.17, 1302 H.
(1884), pp.229-230.
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The "Salnames" information is the most valuable one. Through
extrapolation it will be possible to achieve a reasonable estimate of
Galilee bedouin population. However, the Syrian Salname (1884) did
not include the eight bedouin tribes marked in the map of Western
Palestine (1880), while their tribal territories are found within the

northern part of Galilee which administratively belongs to Beirut.

In summing up the statistical data above it is possible to
construct Table 2.7 so as to provide some aspects of sizes of Galilee
bedouin tribes through the 19th century literature. Despite the fact
that all these data are incomplete it is reasonable to conclude that
the two estimates of 4,000 and 8,740 for the "Salname" (1884) and the
P.E.F. (1880-83) respectively could be taken as Tow and high estimates
for the Galilee bedouin total population in the years 1830-1384.

While Galilee total population was estimated in 1880 as 139,200 (68).

Thus the bedouin tribes formed less than 5 per cenc of the

whole region's population.

Table 2.7 Estimate of Bedouin Population in Galilee 1812-1886

Year Tribe's number Population Source
1812 14 >2000 horsemen Jaubert
1880/83 46 570 souls (numbered) P.E.F.

3,740 (estimate )
1884 22 4,000 (estimate )  Salname
1886 10 1,520 (estimate )  Schumacher
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2.6 Conclusion

There are obvious gaps in the 19th century literature concerning
the nomadic population in Palestine, and particularly that of Galilee.
It was necessary to assess this literature and to examine the amount
of the knowledge about the bedouin groups in the period in question,
in order to form any future generalization. The names of the tribal
groups and their localities, together with the circumstances of
groups mentioned is a most vital pre-condition for researching the

present topic.
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CHAPTER THREE

GALILEE NOMADISM IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

3.1 Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to examine and to define the nature of
pastoral nomadism in Galilee during the nineteenth century,arguing that
such pastoral nomadism is basically different from the pastoral nomadism
of the Arabian desert or the mountain areas of Turkey and Iran. khile the
latter has been primarily developed as a response to marginal environ-
mental conditions, the former seems to be the product of quite different
conditions. Political and economic conditions during the period in
question were the prime reasons for the emergence of a kind of nomadic
1ife in Galilee. The discussion in this chapter will consider firstly,
the general context of pastoral nomadism in the Middle East and other
regions, within which the case of Galilee could be considered and the

factors influencing Galilee nomadism in the nineteenth century

3.2 Pastoral Nomadism : Cefinition

Pastoral nomadism is usually regarded as a response to low annual
rainfall. From this perspective pastoral nomadism is, among other
definitions, an adaptation to marginal resources. Johnson's (1969)
definition of pastoral nomadism as "a livelihood form that is ecolog-
ically adjusted at a particular technological Tevel to the utilization
of marginal resources,”(1) fits this perspective well. Scarcity of
rainfall causes limited pasture and therefore nomads who rely almost
entirely upon livestock and their products have to migrate considerable
distances with their animals in search of pasture and water. It should
be emphasized that such migration is not one of aimless wandering but
of regular and systematic migration, influenced chiefly by both physical

geographical factors and the distribution of settlements. Within this
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(2)

rational system of migration pastoral nomads are ®"not self-sufficient"
and maintain regular contact with villages and towns for purposes of

commercial enterprise.(3)

Much attention has been paid to the definition of nomadism and
pastoral nomadism in the literature. The definitions are usually based
upon migration patterns, economic activities or political organization.

For example, Fisher (1961) in The Middle East in describing the bedouin

indicates that nomadism is "“regular movement in search of pasture for
animals". He distinguished "true nomadism" from "transhumance", the
former being "movement... from one district to another", the latter
being "movement... in mountain regions (where) different levels in the
same district are occupied successively." True nomadism is, in effect,
horizontal movement, transhumance is more a change in altitude or

(4)

vertical movement. Bacon (1954) in "Types of Pastoral Nomadism in

central and southeast Asia" bases her detailed definition on "degree of

cultivation and permanence of dwelling."

"True" or full nomads are people who dwell the year round in
portable dwellings and who practice no agriculture. In
this usage sheep-breeders following a restricted orbit in
their seasonal migrations may be as much true nomads as
camel-or horse-breeders who travel hundreds of miles in
the course of their annual migration. "Semi-nomads" plant
a few crops at their base camp before moving out on the
seasonal migration, but they normally live in portable or
temporary dwellings the year round. "Semisedentary" has
the connotation of people who dwell in permanent villages
during a part of the year, where they plant crops, and
move out in tents only during one season of the year.

. transhumance 1is applied usually to semi-sedentary or
seminomadic peoples who move vertically into the mountains
during the migratory season. but, the term does not
appear to have wide applicability since it brings
together two principles which are only accidentally found
in association. Verticality in migration appears to be
a matter of topography and climate, and may be found in
association with any of the several kinds of nomadism -
full, seminomadic, and semisedentary." (5)
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Patai (1951) in “Nomadism : Middle Eastern and Central Asian" states that

“"Nomadism... is the mode of existence of peoples who derive their live-
1ihood from tending herds of one or more species of domesticated
quadrupeds and who wander to find grazing for their cattle" Semi nomads
or sheep - and - goat - nomads according to Patai are distinguished from
true nomads who have camels or horses as their main livestock. Trans-
humance is "a kind of 'vertical' nomadism, as against... horizontal
nomadism... The nomads practicing transhumance spend the summer in the
mountains and the winter in the lower level of the plateau or in the

valleys within the area" (6) Stenning (1960) in "Transhumance, Migratory

Drift, Migration : patterns of pastoral Fulani Nomadism" is primarily

concerned with functionally different types of movement. Among the
Fulani transhumance is "regular seasonal movement of cattle, southward
in the dry season in response to shortages of pasture and water, north-
ward in the wet season to avoid tsetse." "Migratory drift" is the
"gradual dis-placement of customary transhumance tracts and orbits,
resulting eventually in a completely new orbit." "Migration" is "a
dramatic shift to different transhumance orbits without the piecemeal

abandoning of pastures which characterizes migratory drift." (7)

Salzman (1967) in "Political Organization of Nomadic Peoples",

tried to introduce to the study of nomadism a definition which he claims

to be a "general and flexible concept". His suggestion was :

"Nomadism,..., is a way of life at least partially based
upon movement of people in response to the needs of their
herds and flocks. The way of life of a particular group
could be regarded as more or less nomadic than the way
of life of other groups to the extent that is "based upon
movement...in response to the needs of...herds and
flocks." How all of the important factors relevant
to "extent" could be systematically weighed and evaluated
is not clear; nor is the theoretical value of such a
ranking immediately apparent." (8)
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Peppelenbosch (1968) has described the elements of nomadism on
the Arabian Peninsula, noting that the seasonal and geographical var-
jations of ariditity, and the consequent variations in the development
of pasture, are the basic causes of pastoral nomadism. He recognizes

five elements which constitute true nomadism:

1. It is "a type of non-sedentary animal husbandry determined

by the search for pasture"

2.  An entire human group accompanies the flocks and herds fn their

migration.
3. The movement is seasonal.

4. There is an identifiable tribal area (Arabic : dirah;

Persian : il-rah) with dependence upon specific wells,

5. The nomads are not self-sufficient, and this is shown in
their need for fixed routes, and the fact that summer
grazing is often found near a village where their animals
and products can be exchanged for agricultural produce,

(9)

weapons, etc.

Finally, Baer (1964) recognized four categories of nomads and semi-nomads,

based mainly on the type of 1ivestock;

(1) The camel raisers with the longest migrations, moving far

from areas of permanent settlement, except in summer months.

(2) Closer to the settlements are camel raisers who occupy
themselves with sheep grazing, and have a tendency to become

full sheep-rearers using the camel only for transport.

(3) Shwaya or sheep rearers; the range of migration is limited,

and they are thus subject to the rule of sedentary authorities.
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(4) Bagqara; these are intermediate between nomad and farmer,

and build houses, living in tents in spring and summer on]y.(10)

In summing up the previous definitions used by authors it is not-
able thatthree variables are common : seasonal movement, type of livestock,
and the degree to which additional occupations are practised. It seems
that most authors view the idea of semi-nomadism as a stage of transition
between the earlier stage of fu]] nomadism and ultimate sedentarization.
Although there is no common agreement on the definition of this stage,
there are a few scholars who attempt to consider semi nomadism as an
independent stage which constitutes some kind of acculturation from both
nomadism and sedentary habits. Among those scholars who regarded semi-
nomads as a separate category is Clarke (1959), "Semi-nomadism is not a
necessary transitional phase between nomadism and agriculture; it is a

(11)

distinct mode of life, and Pulyarkin (1972), “The semi nomadic way of lTife
should not be viewed simply as an intermediate stage in the process of deg-
radation of the nomad economy (or in the process of conversion from a

settled to a nomadic way of life). There are historical examples of the
prolonged existence of the semi nomadic economy,... especially in areas

with dissected landforms where crop growing is conveniently combined

with stockherding. This simultaneous reliance on the two basic activities

of agricultural production gives the semi nomadic economy the character

of a self-contained natural economy system that differs significantly

from nomadic economy.“(]z)

For the purpose of this thesis the author advocates the idea of
regarding semi nomadism as an "independent siage", since this interpret-

ation is most applicable to the Galilee case.



PRECIPITATION DISTRIBUTION

IN GALILEE AND THE ADJACENT REGIONS

0 l

00 /

i —

7

200 —
After W.Richter 1979

-/9-



-68-

3.3 The Character of Galilee Nomadism

Galilee's favourable climate and its relatively small inhabited
area did not encourage pure nomadism. The area is contained between the
JordanValley in the eastand the Mediterranean coast in the west, approx-
imately 40-60 km. wide and 70-80 km. long from the Plain of Esdraelon
in the south to the Litani river in the north. According to the PEF
Memoirs (1881-83) this area measures about 4,000 km? and contained 321
villages and 8 towns with a total population of 139,200 persons in the

1880'5.(]3)

The region can be divided into three zones according to the
amount of precipitation it receives, due to its topography (Fig.3.1).

The coastal plain in the west which is below 300 metres receives over
600 mm. precipitation. The western uplands and the upper Galilee
mountains are between 300 metres to 600 metres. The highest point is

the Mount Jarmaq (Meron) (1,206 metres). This zone is considered a semi-
humid area with precipitation between 600 mm. and 1,000 mm. The third
zone is the Jordan rift valley, a narrow semi-arid extension of the
desert zone in the south. This zone ranges from 200 metres above sea-
Tevel to 200 metres below, and receives the lowest amount of precipitation,
some 400 mm. - 500 mm. on average. However, east of the Jordan valley,
the high land rim of the Golan on the Hauran forms a fourth semi-humid

area, closely followed by the wide semi-arid to arid expanses of the

desert, the outer fringes of the vast deserts of Syria and Arabia.

In discussing nomadism in such favourable conditions as those in

Galilee, there are five preliminary considerations :

(1) In arid and semi-arid zones, pasture land is limited and therefore
nomads have to migrate considerable distances with their animals. In the
Galilean case there is more than 600 mm. annual average rainfall and
groundwater sources are p]entifu1. Thus there 1is no real necessity for

migration.
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN IN NORTH WESTERN
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(2) Pastoral nomads are not se]f—sufficient and normally need to migrate
lTong distances in order to reach villages, towns and markets for purposes
of commercial exchange. Since Galilee is one of the more densely inhabited
regions in Palestine, distances between its settlements do not exceed
more than an average of 5 km. The availability of water and pasture and
the accessibility of markets mean that pure nomadism is therefore unlikely
to exist in Galilee.

(3) Because of the necessity for constant movement, the traditional

(14) The chief

material culture of true bedouins may be described as poor.
possession of the tribesman, after his animals, is his tent, usually
black, and woven of camel or goat hair. Since the migration ranges of
Galilee bedouin are not extensive, there is a tendency to become attached

to immovable property such as wells, ruins, caves, and even stone buildings.

To these three considerations may be added two features concerning

the Galilee tribes themselves:

(4) Galilee bedouin tribes are characteristically small. Their tribal
territories (dirah) are widely dispersed between the existing Galilee
settlement pattern, with an approximate size of 3-8 km lTong and 2-3 km. wide,
assuming that the printing of the tribal name in the Survey of liestern
Palestine maps of 1880 covered the whole tribal territory (Fig.3.2). Since
they are small tribes and can be assumed to have small numbers of live-
stock they are uniikely to affect the area's productive capacity by over-
grazing. Tribal groups usually chose to camp in empty spaces between
settlements or chose areas with the lowest population densities. The
possibility of choice was related to the relatively high amount of

rainfall in which only a small area for feeding livestock is necessary.

Table 3.1 shows the clear relationship between the amount of

rainfall and the size of area required to feed livestock.
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Table 3.1 Area required to feed livestock unit (one
Tivestock unit = 1 cow or 7 sheep)

Annual rainfall Number of hectares
(millimetres) per livestock unit
50 - 200 50 or more
200 - 400 10 - 15
400 - 600 6 - 12

Source : H.Golabian, An Analysis of the Underdeveloped Rural and Nomadic
areas of Iran {4:77), the Royal Institute of Technology,
School of Architecture, Department of Regional Planning,
Stockholm 1977, p.233. '

(5) The second additional feature is that of the ethnic composition of
the tribes. Besides the Arabs there are the seven Turkman tribes (of
Turkish origin) camped in the plain of Marj Ibn "Amir. The Ghawarnah, a
semi settled group, camp close to swampy marshes in both Acre and Hula
plains. There are two Kurdish tribes, the Ghanamah and the Baggarah,
who as the name indicates raise sheep and cows. One tribe (the Husainiyyah)
from Maghrib cultivate lTand in the Hula plain. In south western Galilee
there is the Hanadi Tribe originally Egyptian soldiers brought to Palestine
during the rule of Ibrahim Pasha 1831-40, and one tribe (Suwailat) of
gypsy origin. Furthermore there are three new tribes who established
themselves in the south western part of Galilee during the first two
decades of the twentieth century, these tribes were the 'Imariyah and
the Sadiyyah, of fellaheen (non bedouin) origin and the tribe of 511f which
is a mixture of both fellaheen and bedouin families who were banded into

a tribe called the Hilf (or "the allies" in Arabic).

It should be emphasized that none of these groups were originally



CHANGE IN TRIBAL LOCATION I880-i1937

- f ‘: Location 1880
A Location 1937

—p Complete displacement

=-———- Parhiot displocement

-72-

FIG 3.3



-73-

nomadic, but they probably form half of the bedouin population in Galilee.
Each group tends to concentrate in distinctive areas of Galilee and to
specialise in certain economic activities apart from the raising of
livestock. With these characteristics in mind, it is very difficult to
regard the case of Galilee nomadism as resembling other Arid Zone
nomadism. Perhaps the most convincing evidence of the distinctive nature
of Galilee nomadism is the movement of tribes between about 1880 and
1937. Superficially these appear to be conventional nomadic long-term
migrations(Fig. 3.3). Research reveals, however, that few of the changes
in tribal location were the results of traditional tribal movement

in response to the environment. Three such cases are considered in the

following paragraphs.
3.3.1 Arab Luhaib

Burckhardt's (1831) observation of the Luhaib tribe in the first
decade of the 19th century (1810) showed that this tribe practiced
transhumance, their summer pasture being found in the Upper Galilee

mountain and the winter grazing closer to the Hula lake.

"Arab el Haib, a small tribe who in winter pasture their cattle
near the_sea-shore between Jebail and Tartous. Some families
of the Haib remain up in the mountains even during the winter
months, their tents being pitched near the villages of Akoura
or Temerin. In summer time the Haib ascend Mount Libanas,
where I found them encamped, with their cattle in September,
1810, on the Ardh Lahlouh between Besherray and Akoura,near the
highest summits of the mountains: besides camel, sheep, goats,
they breed cows, pay tribute to Tripoly, and are reputed to
be great thieves." (15)

It is not clear in Burckhardt's account whether Luhaib's transhumance

was associated directly with the necessity for pasture.

However, according to elders of the Luhaib, they practiced this
movement until the middle of the 20th century, chiefly for comfort.

During summer, the shores of Hula lake reach some 40°¢ and mosquitoes
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abound. The bedouin ascend to the mountain summits 20 kms. to the west
both to avoid the heat of the Jordan Valley and to enjoy the breeze
of the Mediterranean wind. Similarly, in winter, the bedouin avoids
the coldness of the mountain summits and descends to a lower altitude in

the Jordan Valley where it is warmer.(]6)

3.3.2 Arab Turkman

Another example of "nomadism" was recorded by the PEF Memoirs

(1881) concerning the Turkman tribes

“The plain of Sharon and the Tower slopes east of it are in
winter and spring covered with flocks and herds of

Turcomans, who in summer and autumn inhabit the Merj Ibn 'Amir,
or the plain of Esdraelon. They cultivate the soil and

pay tithes or 'Ashr. They are divided into seven tribes :

Tawat-hah

Beni Gowa (or Benihah)
"Awadin_

Shageirat

Beni Sa'idan ) )
"Alakineh ) under one sheikh

~NOoOYO B w2

Naghnaghiyeh "

.. The Turcomans are a distinct race, and in personal
appearance approach most to the Kurds; few of them now speak
their native language, but only Arabic. Their eastern

camps are on the edge of the hills near Lejjun and Kireh.

In the spring of 1873 they were found in the plain of
Sharon, west of Kannir, as far as the Zerka river." (17)

The seasonal change of camping ground among the Turkman was strongly
associated with the fact of practising some agricultural activities during
the summer in the plain of Marj Ibn 'Amir rather than for the purpose
of grazing. Moreover, their linear migration of a distance of less
than 10 km. from the south eastern slopes of Mount Carmel to its south
western slopes, associated with the autumn and the spring seasons was
probably influenced by bedouin traditions in chosing the encampment
location during the cold and the windy seasons. Since the south eastern
slopes of Mount Carmel had the advantage of facing the sunrise from the

east, of providing protection from winds, and of being in the mountain
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rain-shadow, they preferred to locate their camps in this locality during

autumn and winter.

3.3.3 Arab Luhaib Falahat

The author is also familiar with an example from his own tribal group,
the Luhaib Falahat whose permanent camps were formerly found in the middle
of the southern side of the Sahl al Battuf plain, at the northern foot of
Mount Turan, in Lower Galilee. The Luhaib Falahat changed their camps once
every four years over almost a period of three decades, before they
settled (circa 1920-1950). They changed their location by removing their
tents and flocks from the southern sides of the Sahl al Battuf into its
northern side, once in four years, while camping in the latter side only in
the autumn and the winter season. The reason for this behaviour is assoc-
iated with the occurrence of a common animal disease every four years,
known as the "warwar", or merops. As bedouin believe that strong sunshine is
required for animals to fight this disease, the Luhaib Falahat used to cross
the Sahl al Battuf, a distance of 3-4 km. in order to face the sun-rays
which starts 1-2 hours earlier than in their permanent camp on the south
side of the plain.

In summing up tribal migration and the changing location of camps in
Galilee between the years (1880-1937) one finds that more than half the
tribes did not change their camping place for a period of at least half a
century (Table 3.2) and there is evidence from travellers who mentioned
that some of these tribes were also in the same place half a century earlier.

Table 3.2 Change in Tribal Location in Northern Palestine 1880-1937

Description |, Numbered tribal groups
Unchanged 31
Complete displacement 26
Partial displacement 16
Established 30
Disbanded 2

Source : Calculated from Figure 3.3

However, the migration of the tribes appearing on the map (Fig.3.3) was by
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complete or partial displacement. It could reasonably be categorized as a
pattern of "migratory drift", as Stenning (1960) has suggested for the
Fulani nomadism "gradual dis-placement of customary transhumance tracks and

orbits, resulting in a completely new orbit." (18)

3.4 Political and Economic Factors Influencing Nomadism in Galilee

!

“At the beginning of the 19th Century Palestine was but a derelict

province of the decaying Ottoman Empire. The sublime porte

only showed interest in it because of the holy places and the

meagre revenue extorted from the wretched inhabitants. The

country was badly governed, having no political importance of

its own; its economy was primitive; the sparse, ethnically

mixed population subsisted on a dismally low standard; the few

towns were small and miserable; the roads few and neglected.

In short, Palestine was but a sad backwater of a crumbling

empire - a far cry from the fertile, thriving land it had been

in ancient times." (19)
There is a direct relationship between economic and political conditions
and the existence of nomadism in Galilee. Both the weakness of central
government and the absence of economic development in the region seem
to have played a major role in the emergence and the survival of
nomadism in Galilee during the four hundred years of Ottoman rule in
Palestine (1516-1916). Nomadism is generally favoured by unstable
conditions, but since these conditions changed, and the country was
ruled effectively, Galilee's potentially fertile soil began to be fully
exploited. It is inevitable that pastoral land will decrease and rapid
spontaneous sedentarization will follow. Both economic and political

aspects of the region will be considered.

3.4.1 Political Conditions

Galilee was not a separate political unit during the nineteenth

(20) It was attached to one of the three administrative divisions

century.
of Syria as a peripheral province. Therefore, any changes occurring in
Syria had their repercussions on Galilee. It is thus only possible to
understand the political status of Galilee with reference to Syria

(which comprised three of the twenty seven provinces of the Ottoman
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS OF SYRIA IN THE 19th CENTURY
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Empire), and its historical-political development through the 19th Century.
In the 19th Century Galilee was attached at various times to three diff-
erent Syrian provinces : Sidon, Syria and Beirut, as shown in Figure 3.4
where Liwa Safad, subsequently called Liwa Akka corresponds roughly

with Galilee. From 1804 to 1864 Galilee was considered as part of the
eyalet Sidon and Sidon City was the residential seat of the pasha who

was subject to the Wali of Damascus. The pasha's main task was to collect
taxes from the people of his eyalet, and to submit a list of conscripts

to the military. In practice the nature of the administrative system
prevented the pashas from maintaining proper security and reducing conflicts

among the various religious groups of the country.(Z])

The most fundamental change in this period was the Egyptian conquest
of Palestine and Syria, in the years 1931-1840 by Ibrahim pasha who
replaced the existing Ottoman administrative divisions. He placed
Sub-Governors (Mutesellims) in the coastal towns and ruled the country
from Damascus with a certain degree of effectiveness.(zz) When the
Ottomans returned to rule in 1840, they re-established the traditional
pre-1831 divisions, with slight administrative changes within the
eya]et.(23)

From 1864 to 1887, fundamental changes occurred in the whole of
the Ottoman Empire following a law passed on the 8th of November,

1864 which had been worked out in consultation between Foad pasha and
Medhat pasha. The twenty-seven Ottoman eyalets were redivided into
thirty vilayets and a revised hierarchy of provinces and sub-divisions

d_(24) The name of the reorganised province was changed

was establishe
from eyalet to vilayet, an older term for "region" or "native county"”
that had sometimes been applied to provinces. Each vilayet was

subdivided into a number of 1iwas (sometimes also called "Sanjaks"; a

subdivision of the old eyalet), each Sanjak into Qadha, and each
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Qadha into Qariyes (either communes or town quarters with at least 50
houses) and Nahiyes (groups of rural hamlets). Although the law was
somewhat vague as to the exact relationship of the Qariye and Nahiye
to the higher division, it represented, as a whole, a more integrated
hierarchy than had hitherto existed, stretching from the highest three
divisions - Wali, Mutasarrif (or pasha), and Qaimacam, in descending
order. These officials were appointed by the Sultan; only the headmen
(mukhtar) of the communes were elected by the people, with two headmen
for each "class of people”, which presumably meant religious community

(25) This extreme centralising policy brought a period of

or millet.
dramatic changes within the provinces. These changes also applied to
Syria. As a result, Sidon eyalet disappeared and Syria was divided

administratively into two vilayets : Vilayet Syria and Vilayet Halep.

(26) The northern

The former comprised parts of Al Gazera and Anatolia.
part of Palestine was linked into vilayet Syria with Damascus at its
centre. From 1887, to 1900, the administrative borders changed consid-
erably with several administrative units separated successively from
vilayet Syria, starting with Liwa al-Kudus (Jerusalem) in 1877, event-
ually achieving an independent Sanjak connected directly with the Porto

in Istambul. (27)

Vilayet Beirut separated in 1887, and the Ottoman
State approved this separation by increasing their administrative
presence in Beirut, to reduce the growing western influence on the coast.
In addition, since vilayet Syria contained a large part of the country,
with Damascus as its centre, Beirut remained in the second rank. It
was, therefore, necessary to establish a new vilayet containing five
liwas (1iwa Beirut, Tiwa 'Akka, l1iwa Al-Bika, liwa Tarablus and liwa

(28)

Al-Ladkia), with Beirut as the centre. (Fig. 3.9).

As a result of these changes Galilee in the last two decades

of the nineteenth century fell mostly within the administrative unit of
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Liwa Akka (Sanjak of Acre in Fig. 3.5). The villages located north of
the present political border came under the government of Qaimacam of
Sidon, who was himself under the Mutaserrif of Beirut. Banias was the
only village of Galilee belonging to the Qadha of Kuneiterah, which was
ruled by a Qaimacam residing at Kuneiterah, on the east side of Jordan(%g)
Jespite the political developments during the 14th century, Galilee
remained peripheral to Syria with Damascus at its centre. Moreover,
change in the names of the provinces of which Galilee was a part, and
fluctuation in their size did not affect the fact that Galilee remained

on the provincial periphery. The northern section of the Jordan |
river formed the natural border of Galilee on the east, it also formed

the administrative boundary between vilayet Beirut and Syria (1887-1914).
It should be mentioned that the use of the term "border" in the Ottoman
regime context was rather artificial. The division was used to enable

the pasha to know his ultimate jurisdiction for tax collection and there
was never any attempt to control population movement across this border.
Bedouin tribes thus established their dirah along both sides of the

river and administratively they belonged to two vilayets at the same time.
They rarely paid any taxes to the authorities and clearly enjoyed

camping in this locality. Since there were no political frontiers in

the European sense of the word, and because Galilee lay to the west

of the "frontier of permanent sett]ement“,(30) (Fig. 3.6) with easy access
to it, infiltration by nomadic tribes from the desert in the east was
logical and inevitable, particularly during extremes of drought or

famine. In this respect two points should be emphasized. First,

bedouin infiltration into a settled region should not be seen through what
is often interpreted as the "time-honoured bed uin custom and sport

)

of the ghazzu or raid,"(31 which is often a matter of survival and

contains a high risk to 1ife. Second, bedouin infiltration into a
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settled region may also take the form of "forced migration". Lewis (1955)
mentions that several tribal groups were pushed from the Syrian desert

by stronger tribes into the inhabited regions:

"many of the tribal groups which suffered at the hands of the
Anizeh and other incoming tribes in seventeenth, eighteenth,
and nineteenth centuries, and were pushed into agricultural
regions on the edge of the desert, naturally tended by
degrees to become agriculturalists. Such were some of the
Kurds and Turcomans of the northern Frontier, the Naim and
many Mowali sections of the Homs-Hama area, and the Fadl
between Mount Hermon and the Sea of Galilee." (32)

Since Galilee bedouin originated east of the Jordan valley, (in Julan

or "Golan", Hauran, and the Syrian desert),(33)

beyond the frontier,
and since they were small groups of various ethnic elements, it is

likely they were pushed into Galilee by other stronger groups. Thus
they apparently lost their tribal territory and then were forced to

migrate into Galilee, to search for a new tribal territory.

The Ottoman Army had insufficient power to control this nomadic
infiltration and to protect the local sedentary farmers. Therefore a
long term process of depopulation and abandonment of agricultural land
developed in the plains adjoining the desert. H.B. Tristram (1876)
who travelled in Palestine in the years 1863-4, speaks of utter absence
of villages. "There is not", he says, "even a sign of habitation or
dwellings in the valleys, even where the valley is wide, fertile, and
suitable for cultivation 1ike the valley of Acre or the valley of
Jezreel. Nowhere is there any break, not even a single village, in the
tame monotony of stagnation, devoid of 1ife and movement". According
to Tristram (1876) even a few years before his visit to Palestine the
lands of the whole valley of Ghor, i.e. the Jordan valley, were in
possession of the fellaheen themselves and were chiefly used for the
cultivation of corn, but at the time of his tour they were already

under the control of the tribe of Sukhur el Ghor, and all agricultural
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work had ceased except on a few plots of land which were left to be tilled

by the slaves of the tribe.(34)

Earlier travellers reports give a similar
impression. Volney (1825) expressed this as follows: "Une devastation
qui donne a cette partie (Jude€e) un aspect plus miséerable qu'au reste

de la Syrie" (35)

and again, he says that this region, near to the desert
convenient for riders, was open to(?ﬁSfuin to robbery and plunder '"est une
des plus dévastées de Ta Syrie...". Murray's (1868) description is even
stronger "One would imagine, in traversing Syria... that the whole country
had recently been shaken to its centre by an earthquake,there are so

many broken bridges, ruinous mosques and roofless caravanseries. It is
emphatically a land of ruins and ruins are increasing in number évery
year..." (37) The Turkish authorities not only failed to protect the local
sedentary agriculture but were forced to accept, de facto that control was
left to the bedouin who would protect the fellaheen agricultural areas

in return for the latter paying them tributes. This tribute or protection
tax called the "khuwa", was paid regulariy to the bedouin tribes which
dwelt in the neighbourhood, but more distant tribes which rarely came

into the country also exacted the "khuwa".(38) In general, until the
middle of the 19th Century the Turkish authorities had operated throughout
their rule a policy of "Divide and rule", or, as described by Consul Finn

(39)

"Divide et Impera". Thus the Turkish regime facilitated the develop-
ment of nomadism in Galilee by permitting the penetration of tribal

groups into the inhabited areas. This created a sufficient reserve of
pastoral land to retain these groups in Galilee. Eventually they became
permanently attached to specific areas and they became legal owners of
such areas after the issuing of the 1858 Land Code. However, during the
second half of the 19th century, and particularly during the reign of
Sultan Abdul Hamid II (1876-1908), the Central Government exercised more

effective control, followed by some improvement in both general security
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and economic conditions. During this period Palestine was also subjected
to strong foreign political influences, bringing in some new technological
advances and modernization. This modernization eventually had an impact

on the sedentarization of the semi nomadic groups of Galilee.

3.4.2 Economic Conditions

Palestine's economic condition was described by most travellers
and writers in the first half of the 19th century as being primitive and
stagnant. Agriculture was the predominant branch of the economy but
almost all production was for home consumption, at a generally Tow

(40)

level. Shubert (1837), describing the mountain of Judeasreported
that because of the insecurity of property, people were not eager to
develop agriculture and preferred other occupations. These vere also
taxed, of course, but there was less danger of plunder by bedouin or

(41)

Turks. Volney (1825) states that merchants and artisans were in less

(42)

danger from the authorities and could escape more easily. Volney
also stated that the inhabitants were not interested in repairing their
roads which would only mean easier access for government and army
officials :

"mais les chemins dans les montagnes sont trés penibles,

parceque les habitants, loin de les adoucir, les rendent

scabreux, afin, disent-ils, d'Oter aux Turks 1'envie d'y
amener leur cavalerie." (43)

Traveller authors' descriptions of tne country's econoric condition
help one to understand tne continued existence of semi-nomadisn. in Galilee
without significant transition to secentary life during the whole of the
19th century. It also explains why the local neasantry reirained confinecd
in their small mountain villages during the same period. The following
three joint reasons will explain this phenomenon in the economic context

of Galilee.
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3.4.2.1 Central Authority : There was no government plan to develop the

region in a manner that would benefit its inhabitants. The lack of
government investment and innovation led the local inhabitants to continue
their own traditional occupations and methods, as for several centuries.
Moreover, due to the absence of employment opportunities and alternative.
economic incentives, the Tocal inhabitants' subsistence economy remained.
The fellaheen strictly oriented their efforts towards agriculture and the
small bedouin groups who had penetrated within the existing rural settle-
ment remained, raising 1ivestock, and some groups imitated their
neighbouring fellaheen by practicing some supplementary agricultural
activities. Burckhardt (1822) describe this phenomenon as "Bedouin

(44) 1 the first decade of the 19th Century. Table 3.3

Agriculture"”
and Figure 3.7 offer useful evidence of the lack of government investment

for development, according to the ratio of expenditure and revenue.

Table 3.3 Budget of the Syria vilayet (1883)
Liwa Revenue Percent Expenditure  Percent

(krosh) (krosh)

Al-sham 15,244,127 25 20,572,826 79

(Damascus)

'Akka 7,555,472 12 828,702 3

Al-Blka 8,282,557 14 567,844 2

Hauran 6,147,840 10 662,795 3

Hama 7,579,467 12 756,414 3

Beirut 6,042,699 10 1,100,644 4

Trablus 5,154,146 9 | 894,016 4

AT-ladkih , 4,855,631 8 | 579,542 2

Total 60,861,984 100 25,962,783 100

Source : modified from, A.M. 'Awad, The Ottoman Administration in
Syria Vilayet 1864-1914, Dar al Ma'arif fi Maser, Cairo,
1969, p.217 (in Arabic)
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Liwa Akka in Figure 3.7 represents Galilee and can be compared with the
other seven liwas comprising the Syria Vilayet. The first impression
from the diagram (Fig.3.7) and Table 3.3 is that that revenue is twice
the level of expenditure. This is a consequence of the lack of develop-
ment of infrastructure and the small number of administrative staff in
the various Tiwas, rather than the large amount of revenue. In contrast,
Liwa al-Sham (or Liwa Damascus) is the centre of Syria Vilayet, the
residential seat of the Wali, and the location of a high concentration of
administrative staff and military man power, has an expenditure three
times its revenue. Liwa al-Sham accounts for 79% of the total provincial
expenditure and the other seven Liwa together account for only 21%

despite the fact that they contribute 75% of the total revenue.

It is concluded that Liwa al-Sham whose revenue is more than 25%
of the total for the province utilized almost 80%. This fact is explained
by its status as the centre of the vilayet, while the liwa Akka (comprising
the Galilee region) as with the other liwas, was treated as a neglected

periphery.

3.4.2.2 The Private Development

The responsibility for developing the region's potential economy was
given by the Turkish goverrnment to 'individuals', while these individuals
were able to pay reqgular taxes to the government. As in many other
examples of feudal economy, the Tandlords main interest was to increase
their revenue. They oriented the development of some of the land to the
exclusive needs of outside European markets while the latter provided
good capital. Little attention was given to direct the economy into inward
consumption. This was reflected among other consequences, in the Palestine
land tenure, where a large landed property fell in the hands of individuals.
For example, the whole eastern part of Marj Ibn 'Amir, including nearly

all the villages extending from the foot of the Nazareth hills to the
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sea, was owned in 1872 by a single family, the Sursock family, residents

45)

of Beirut. The local fellaheen were the main manpower to cultivate
the land either as tenants or Haratheen (hired workers). The fellah's
economic condition remained at a low level while he usually had to pay
his trouble' debt to his landlord. Strickland (1930) clearly indicates
this notion in discussing the causes of the economic stagnation of the
fellah in the excessive rate of interest. "His trouble is his debt; so
long as a small cultivator sees the burden of his debt to be so great and
the rate of accruing interest so high, that not only the present produce
of his fields but even the increased amount of produce which he may

hope to secure by minor agricultural improvement are 1nsufficient to pay
off his creditors, he will make no sincere attempt to alter his plan of
cultivation. If his present crops allow him to pay only one half of the
interest upon his debt, there is 1ittle inducement to make such improve-
ments as will enable him to pay three-quarters of the amount. The benefit
will fall entirely into the hands of his creditors, while he will only

labour the harder without hope of reaching freedom." (46)

A recent study of A. Sch8lch (1981), "The Economic Development of
Palestine,(1856-1882) shows a clear picture of the pattern of private |
development. His study, based on the commercial reports of the English,
German, Austrian, and French Consuls in Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, Acre
shows that from 1850 Palestine produced a relatively large agricultural
surplus which was marketed to the neighbouring countries, such as Egypt
or Lebanon, and which was increasingly exported to Europe.(47)
Schylch study shows that "The transmission links between European demand
and the European markets after 1850 were European consular agents (the
majority of whom were themselves merchants, entrepreneurs, landowners,
and even tax-farmers), the representatives of European commercial houses

, , 2 48)
in the ports, and their partners and middlemen in the interior of the country.
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It is astonishing to learn that Palestine with its agricultural
surplus contributed substantially to both European markets and to overall
Syrian balance of trade. It did this without a significant improvement
in the conditions of the local peasantry. It benefited particularly,
the merchants, middlemen, big landowners and tax-farmers and, above all,
the treasury.(49) This group acquired land from both the Turkish
government and from the fellaheen who failed to cultivate the Tand
because of the heavy taxes imposed on their land's production. They were
the only group who profited from initiating this development, and in
return for the exported grain, as Consul Finn (1856) confirms, "they
bury the coin in holes, they purchase arms, and they decorate their
women.“(SO)

The condition of bedouin groups probably was slightly better since
they obtained their major income from animals which they owned
themselves. They hardly paid any government taxes and they were unlikely

to rely upon cultivating lands other than their own as they had the

choice of their traditional way of life without being controllied by others.

3.4.2.3 The Location of Galilee Region within Syria

From the earliest times great thoroughfares crossed Galilee, the
use of which has varied from age to age according to political circum-
stances. These roads can be traced easily by the location of khansor
caravanserais, (whichare still in ruins) and perhaps the remains of

Roman pavements. (51)

Figure 3.8 shows trans-Galilee highways form two distinct patterns:

(A) Parallel roads occurred in western Lower Galilee. The road took
the shortest distance towards the port City of Acre,that the relief

allowed. This pattern can be explained by the fact that there was no
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attempt to initiate commercial activity between the local settlements

and the caravans using these roads.

(B) The second pattern of roads was confined to the eastern part,
where the road forked in order to take another direction, or as local
roads rejoined the highway. At the points where the roads crossed, or
where they rejoined, towns were not established for serving caravans
or travellers passing through, quite unlike the remarkable ruined
Nabatean towns along abandoned trade routes in the Central Negev

founded during the beginning of the Christian era.(sz)

It seems that in northern Palestine, the humble Khan took the
place of these towns in order to perform the task of servicing the
caravans, while the existing towns (Nazareth, Tiberias and Safad) at
distances of approximately 5-8 kms from the highway, did not service
the caravans passing between them. This might be explained by the
relatively high number of Khans founded in northern Palestine (Fig.3.9)
with distances of 8-15 km between each. According to Warburton
(1845), the normal distance khans in Syria is 10-15 miles or about a
half day's journey in terms of the level of transportation technology

in the 19th Century.(53)

Burckhardt (1822) who visited Safad and Tiberias in 1812 on his
way from Damascus to Cairo, confirmed, there were no khans in either town,
and he used the Catholic Church for 1odging.(54) Acre, on the other hand,
contained three khans.(ss) This high number of khans reflected the fact
of being an entry point it received the highest number of travellers
and caravans who needed servicing and Todging. Consequently, Acre was
probably the only town in northern Palestine to benefit substantially
from trade and commercial activities. Thus Conder (1879), described

the "whole shore" between Acre and Nahr al Magatt'a(Qishon river) as
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"often covered by troops and camels brining corn from the
Houran, and dark Bedawin - some of whom have probably never
before seen the sea." (56)

There is no evidence in 19th Century literature concerning the invoive-
ment of the Galilee population in the caravan trade between the Hauran
and the Mediterranean Coast. What Conder noted about the "dark Bedawin"
is a reference to Transjordan bedouin tribes, the powerful tribes
who monopolized the caravan trade, by providing camels for transport
and manpower for guides and guards. Consul Finn (1857) makes a similar
statement :
*...coin is poured in from abroad for payment. An Ionian
merchant of Caiffa (Avicrino, the Vice-Consul for Russia and
Greece) assures me that last year no less a sum than half a
million sterling passed through his hands between the

ships of Port and the Bedaween of the Hauran, who have on
their side imported no merchandize." (57)

The reason why there was no reasonable commercial exchange between
Galilee settlements and the caravan merchants is probably related to a
number of factors. First, the local population were highly oriented
in their economic activities towards subsistence and trade was conducted
on a limited local level, in the form of a periodic market which was
held on different days in different places (Table 3.4). Such markets

largely served the everyday needs of the people.

Table 3.4 Markets in Galilee 1812 - 188l
Place Day Year of Mention
Safad Friday 1812
Khan et Tujjar Monday 1812, 1838

i (north of Mount Tabor)

|

. 0'deithat et Tahfa ? 1881

Source : J.L.Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, London, 1822,
pp.308,333, E.Robinson, Biblical Researches i1n Palestine and the
Adjacent regions..., John Murray, London,1867,vol.1I,p.368-9.
C.R.Conder and H.H.Kitchener, The Survey of Western Palestine,
Memoirs of the Topography,...,London 1881-83, Vol.I, pp.39,234.
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Secondly, the caravan trade would have offered goods beyond the
needs of Galilee's inhabitants. Therefore from an economic point of
view, the term "transit region" is applicable to Galilee during the
19th Century. Several international highways passed through the region,
without making a significant contribution to the development processes
of the region. However, the initial improvement of the economic
conditions of the region began towards the end of the 19th Century
and the beginning of the twentieth Century, partly due to the construction
of the railway frem Haifa to Damascus (opened in 1906) passing through
Marj Ibn 'Amir to Hauran and continuing to Damascus. The railway could
be expected to have replaced about one thousand camels Toaded with

cereals, which came annually from Hauran to Acre and Haifa.(58)

According
to Oliphant (1887), Mr. Sursock, who owned a great part of the eastern
portion of Marj Ibn 'Amir,first encouraged this idea in order to

increase his profit from this means of communication and with a view

(59)

to cheapening the cost of transport. The whole length of the

railway is some 150 miles, 30 miles of which were laid in the last year

of the 19th Century.(60)

This sort of investment by the Ottoman Empire in order to develop
this part of the country had its price, for it "invited" European
interests into this part of the Middle East. It was the first attempt
to develop the region and to invest substantial capital within the
region. As a consequence a new era began and a new innovation came to
replace caravan transport; one of the most important branches of
bedouin income. It also opened up prospects for alternative jobs for
the Tocal bedouin tribes as Oliphant (1887) indicated with regard

to the bedouin tribes camped in the south of Lake Tiberias:

“The surveying party tell me that they received the greatest
kindness and hospitality from Arabs in Jordan Valley, who
were of a sedentary tribe, and cultivated the land, and who
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looked forward with pleasure to the advent of raiiway, and to

the chances of employment which it afforded them. Indeed,

both natives and foreigners are not little excited at the
prospect which is now being opened to them, and which promises

to be the dawn of a new era of prosperity for the country." (61)

In summary, it is reasonable to conclude that political and
economic conditions of the region were a dominant factor in the con-
tinued existence of "semi-nomadic 1ife" in Galilee during the whole
of the 19th Century and even before, while the political factor is
seen through its role in facilitating nomadic migration from the un-
favourable environment of the desert into that of the favourable one
of Galilee. The low level of economic development promoted a semi-

nomadic Tife, which was a subsistence economy.

Galilee's "nomadism" puts a wider perspective on the previously
accepted definition of nomadism. It shows that pastoral nomadism is
not only a response to conditions created by nature, but also a response

to conditions created by man.

3.5 Evidence of semi-nomadic Trends in the Nineteenth Century

Probably the most useful contribution of 19th Century travellers
to this study is their observation of various forms of physical con-
struction located within bedouin encampments. This sort of information
is significant in tracing the early stages of denomadisation for
certain groups and it forms a base for identifying the patter