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Chapter 1 

THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL 

Society i n the f i r s t h a l f of the eighteenth century was at 

some l e v e l s the most graceful and polished that England has known, 

but never f a r from the surface l a y a host of v i c e s which sprang from 

the l u s t y temper of a people as yet incompletely c i v i l i s e d . Many 

of the upper-classes were notably b r u t a l , foul of speech and over-

indulgent towards t h e i r appetites. The pattern was repeated among 

those membeii3 0f the middle-class who aped t h e i r betters, while 

among the poor a prodigious consumption of beer and s p i r i t s was 

r i v a l l e d by an increase i n urban squalor and a mounting crime-wave. 

The Established Church did l i t t l e to r a i s e the low moral standards 

prevalent among the people. Indeed - whereas on the one hand i t 

had l o s t contact with the people i n many areas where the growth of 

population made pa r i s h areas completely u n r e a l i s t i c - on the other, 

i t had absorbed only too well the wordly ideal s of the society around 

about. The majority of the Episcopal body consisted of true sons of 

the world l i k e Archbishop Cornwallis who "gave b a l l s and routs at 

Lambeth Palace u n t i l the king himself interfered by l e t t e r and 

requested him to d e s i s t " , ( l ) P l u r a l i s t s and absentee incumbents 

were common; Bishop Watson of Llandaff alone held sixteen l i v i n g s , 

taking the t i t h e s of a l l and employing a curate i n each, while he 

( l ) " C i i r i s t i a n Leaders of the Last Century", by J . C. Ryle, 
pp. 16-17. 



employed himself "as an improver of land and planter of trees", ( l ) 

With such examples before them, the parochial clergy displayed 

l i t t l e i n c l i n a t i o n to perform any duty beyond preaching, and baptising 

and b\irying t h e i r parishioners. Wordly and ignorant, they "neither 

did good themselves, nor l i k e d anyone e l s e to do i t for them. They 

hunted, they shot, they farmed; they snore, they drank, they gambled. 

They seemed determined to knov everything except Jesus C h r i s t and 

him c r u c i f i e d And nhen they did preach, t h e i r sermons vere 

so vmspeakably bad, that i t i s comforting to r e f l e c t that they were 

generally preached to empty benches". (2) 

I t wovild, of course, be as u n r e a l i s t i c to present a picture of 

a c l e r i c a l body nholly sunk i n infamy as i t vould to suggest that 

a l l the members of the l a i t y were lib i d i n o u s boors. I n a l l s t r a t a 

of the Church there existed men whose lea r n i n g was profovind, whose 

mode of l i f e was blameless, and who did t h e i r duty, as they under

stood i t , to the best of t h e i r s e v e r a l a b i l i t i e s . Unfortunately, 

few of them were f i t t e d by temperament or b e l i e f to produce the 

v i o l e n t impact which would produce a new s p i r i t i n the Church. 

The necessary r e a c t i o n came eventually from a mere handful of 

evangelical clergymen who countered the Socinianism, Arianism and 

other prevalent doctrines of the day by a strenuous re-affirmation of 

(1) "History of the Church Missionary Society", by E. Stock, Vol. I , 
p. 55. 

(2) " C h r i s t i a n Leaders of the Last Centviry", p. I 7 . 
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the i d e a l s of the Reformation. E s s e n t i a l l y t h i s was a r e v i v a l of 

i n t e r e s t i n the s p i r i t u a l i n r e l i g i o n and the personal aspects of 

man's r e l a t i o n s h i p with God. As a r e s u l t , personal conversion of 

the i n d i v i d u a l by God and at a time chosen by Him became the keystone 

of the Ev a n g e l i c a l ' s f a i t h . 

The message of the f i r s t Evangelical clergymen was quickly 

spread by the agency of sincere and fervent preaching which was the 

complet-e a n t i t h e s i s of the d u l l , cold and formalized d e l i v e r i e s 

which had made sermons a byword for dreariness. Sustained by 

t h e i r b e l i e f i n the s u f f i c i e n c y of the Holy Scripture, the Word 

of God was t h e i r law and the World a l l too often ( l ) . t h e i r parish. 

Henry Venn, William Romaine, John Berridge, William Grimshaw, 

John F l e t c h e r - a l l were w i l l i n g to publish the Word i n the face 

of the ignorance and violence of the l a i t y , the prejudice and 

h o s t i l i t y of t h e i r fellows, and the rebukes of t h e i r superiors. 

However, i f some of them were censured f or extra-parochial preach

ing, (2) they nevertheless showed no serious desire to f l o u t the 

accepted organisation of the Church. I t was the determined and 

consistent i t i n e r a n c y of Whitefield and Wesley which created the 

open breach with the Establishment and compelled the evangelical 

c l e r g y to chose whether to remain within the Church or follow them 

into the ranks of the Dissenters. To men whose idea l was a 

(1) E.g. Grimshaw, Rowlands, Berridge (Ryle: p. 120 et seq., 
180 et seq., 216 et seq.). 

(2) I b i d . pp. 261-6. 
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d i s c i p l i n e d p i e t y within"the organisation of the Church there 

could be only one choice, ( l ) 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n with the Anglican r e s i s t a n c e to Wesley's 

incursions did not bring recognition to the Evangelicals, whose 

very designation was a term of abuse. To the world they remained 

Methodists, tarred with the same brush of "enthusiasm" as the men 

who had l e f t the Church. Nor was the obscurity lightened by 

the very r e a l bonds of a f f e c t i o n and conviction which remained 

between Evangelicals and Methodists of the older school. The 

r i f t was nevertheless irrevocable and as the century progressed 

so i t widened u n t i l the attitude of the new generation of Evan

g e l i c a l s could be epitomized i n William Wilberforce's comment on 

the work of the Methodists: " I t s individual benefits are no 

compensation f o r the general e v i l s of d i s s e n t . The increase of 

d i s s e n t e r s i s highly injurious to the i n t e r e s t s of r e l i g i o n 

i n the long run." (2) 

The adherience of Wilberforce to the Evangelical cause indicates 

another d i s t i n c t i o n which was becoming apparent between the reformers 

within the Church and those without. While Methodism was becoming 

inc r e a s i n g l y a lower-class movement. Evangelicalism assuredly was 

(1) For example Hervey of Weston, F a v e l l , Walker of Truro and 
Adams of Wintringham were a l l . i n almost complete agreement 
with Methodist doctrines yet thoroughly disapproved of the 
iti n e r a n c y of the ministers which they regarded as an im
possible breach of Church order. (of. "Simeon and Church 
Order", by C. Smyth, p. 255.) 

(2) " L i f e of William Wilberforce", by R. I . & S. Wilberforce. 
. Vol. 1, p. 248. 
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not. I t drew many of i t s supporters from the middle and higher 

ranks of s o c i e t y and aimed i t s persuasive shafts at Royalty 

i t s e l f , ( l ) Yet i f the two c r i t e r i a of s o c i a l position and 

membership of the Anglican Church are set aside i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

, to know with any c e r t a i n t y whether a man was a Methodist or an 

E v a n g e l i c a l . For though the Evangelicals knew t h e i r own through 

an almost mystical freemasonry, they displayed l i t t l e uniformity 

or d e f i n i t i o n of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f to outsiders. 

Wesley's conception of a Methodist was true of the Evangel

i c a l : one who had "the love of God shed abroad in h i s heart by 

the Holy Ghost given" and who loved the Lord h i s God "with a l l h i s 

heart, with a l l h i s soul, arid with a l l h i s mind, and with a l l h i s 

strength". (2) L i k e the pastor i n "Coelebs" the Evangelical's 

a t t i t u d e was one of zeal without innovation. Although he 

expended much energy and thought on individual worthiness he was 

not given to ein excess of metaphysical enquiry and disputation -

a valuable c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n a group of people to whom Wesley and 

Whitefield had bequeathed more than a missionary fervour and a 

personalised r e l i g i o n . 

(1) Hannah More was a close correspondent of Sophia, Duchess of 
Gloucester. I n addition, she produced the reputedly 
i n f l u e n t i a l "Hints on forming the Character of a Young 
Pri n c e s s " . 

(2) "John Wesley", by J . Lunn, pp. 523-4. 



The theories of Calvin which had caused the unfortunate r i f t 

between the two great Methodist leaders were active in the Evangel

i c a l movement i n i t s turn and engendered a bitterness which must 

not be under-estimated. Although the concepts of Predestination 

and E l e c t i o n were f a l l i n g into disrepute the a l l i a n c e of Arminian 

and C a l v i n i s t remained d i s t i n c t l y uneasy. On the one hand there 

e x i s t e d a considerable number of men whose attitude was as strongly 

C a l v i n i s t i c as that of Romaine, Newton, Hawker and Toplady ( l ) ; 

on the other those who abhorred the whole "poison of Antinomian 

teaching". (2) Between the two factions l a y an indeterminate 

mass of devout C h r i s t i a n s whose overlapping and contradictory b e l i e f s 

would have proved completely s a t i s f a c t o r y to neither side. 

(1) Author of "The H i s t o r i c Proof of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the 
Church of England", 1774» of whom, i t was s a i d : "Arminianism 
seems to have p r e c i s e l y the same e f f e c t on him that a 
s c a r l e t cloak has on a bToll." (Ryle, p. 580.) 

(2) 7/ilberforce> who, though he refrained from forcing h i s c h i l 
dren's f e e l i n g s i n a l l e l s e , zealously guarded them from . 
a l l manifestations of C a l v i n i s t i c dogma. Yet he was 
represented as a C a l v i n i s t by "The Scotsman" whose comment: 
"Mr. Wilberforce i s a man of r i g i d C e d v i n i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s " , 
moved him to s c r i b b l e " F a l s e " against i t i n a spontaneous 
expression of h i s private exasperation. ("Life of William 
Wilberforce", Vol. 3, p. 475.) 
There i s a s i m i l a r misconception i n Overton's "The Evan
g e l i c a l Revival", p. 90, where he gives a further a i r i n g 
to .the myth i n comparing Wilberforce's p r i n c i p l e s with 
those of the Milners, Newton, Scott, and John Venn: " I t 
may be that h i s Calvinism was not so marked as any of. 
t h e i r s was." 
John F l e t c h e r of Madeley was another staunch Arminian. 
Author of "Checks to Antinomianism" (1770), h i s writings 
included many controversial t r a c t s . i n opposition to Calvin
ism. 
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The d i f f i c u l t y of attempting to e s t a b l i s h concord i n such a 

group was experienced by the organ of the Evangelical party, "The 

C h r i s t i a n Observer", which f o r the sake of unity disclaimed a l l 

d e s i r e to enter into controversy over Calvinism and Arminianism, 

but offered the hand of f r i e n d s h i p to a l l who sank t h e i r differences 

i n the d e s c r i p t i o n "Bible C h r i s t i a n s " and who regarded "SALVATION 

AS ORIGINATING WHOLLY IN GRACE, APPLIED THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY 

OP THAT FAITH WHICH I S THE GIFT OP THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND WHICH BRINGS 

THE BELIEVER INTO A STATE OP ACCEPTANCE WITH GOD, BY MAKING HIM 

PARTAKER OP THE MERITS OP CHRIST, AND PREPARING HIM FOR HEAVEN BY 

MATURING HIM IN LOVE AND OBEDIENCE", ( l ) The road to compromise 

was stony, and the p e r i o d i c a l was attacked by friend and foe a l i k e . 

" I wish I could f i n d some one to r e l i e v e me of the Editorship of the 

"CHRISTIAN OBSERVER," complained Zachary Macaulay. "On one side i t 

i s attacked as C a l v i n i s t i c , while even ovir a l l y Scott stigmatises i t 

as Arminian. The Dissenters make a vi o l e n t clamour against i t as 

being Hi^-Ch i i r c h , while the High-Church party abuse i t as favourable 

to Methodists. The sa l e , however, i s prospering." (2) 

( I t i s hardly s\irprising that the edi t o r of a mere per i o d i c a l 

publication shoiild have encoimtered such dangers for Simeon has 

suggested that a much more eminent authority was only saved from the 

(1) Preamble, Vol. 1, p. 10,1802. 
(2) " L i f e and L e t t e r s of Zachary Macaulay", by M. J . Holland, 

. p. 265. 



temerity of the c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t s by the passage of time: 

"The Scripture system i s of a broader and more comprehensive 
character than some very exact and dogmatical Theologians are 
in c l i n e d to allow .... there i s not a decided C a l v i n i s t or 
Arminian i n the world; who, i f he had been i n the 
company of St. Paul, w h i l s t he was w r i t i n g his d i f f e r e n t 
E p i s t l e s , would not have recoimnended him to a l t e r one or 
other of h i s expressions." ) ( l ) 

The absurdities which could r e s u l t from controversy were 

w i t t i l y pointed by Charles Simeon in an account of a meeting with 

John Wesley which i l l u s t r a t e d how bloirred the l i n e s of demarcation 

could become. 

"A young minister ... had the opportunity of conversing 
f a m i l i a r l y with the great and venerable leader of the 
Arminians i n t h i s kingdom, and, wishing to improve the 
occasion, he addressed him nearly i n the following words: 
' S i r , I understand that you are c a l l e d an Arminian; and 
I have been c a l l e d a C a l v i n i s t ; and therefore I suppose 
we are to draw daggers. But before I consent to begin 
the combat, with your permission I w i l l ask you a few 
questions,• Permission being very r e a d i l y and kindly 
granted, the young minister proceeded to ask; 'Pray, S i r , 
do you f e e l yourself a depraved creature, so depraved that 
you would never have thought of t i i m i n g to God, i f God had 
not f i r s t put i t into your heart?' 'Yes;' says the 
veteran, ' I do indeed.' 'And do you u t t e r l y despair of 
recommending yourself to God by anything you can do; and 
look for s a l v a t i o n s o l e l y through the blood and r i ^ t e o u s -
ness of C h r i s t ? ' 'Yes, s o l e l y through C h r i s t . ' 'But, 
S i r , supposing you were f i r s t saved by C h r i s t , are you not 
somehow or other to save yourself afterwards by your own 
works?' 'No, I must be saved by C h r i s t from f i r s t to 
l a i s t . ' 'Allowing, then, that you were f i r s t turned by the 
grace of God, are you not i n some way or other to keep 
yourself by your own power?' 'No,' 'What then, are you 
to be upheld every hour and. every moment by God, as much as 
an infant i n i t s mother's arms?' 'Yes, altogether.' 

( l ) "Horae Homolecticae", by C. Simeon, pp. 5 - 6 . 
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'And i s a l l your hope i n the grace and mercy of God to 
preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom?' 'Yes, I have 
no hope but i n Him.' 'Then, S i r , with your leave I w i l l 
put up my dagger again; f o r t h i s i s a l l my Calvinism; 
t h i s my e l e c t i o n , my j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h ; my f i n a l 
perseverance; i t i s i n substance a l l that I hold and as 
I hold i t ; and therefore, i f you please, instead of 
Searching out terms and phrases to be a ground of conten
t i o n between us, we w i l l c o r d i a l l y unite in those things 
wherein we agree.*" ( l ) 

I t was fortunate that the love of the common task before them 

prevented the Evangelicals from making too much of t h e i r differences. 

John Berridge, a man of f i e r y temperament, nevertheless subordinated 

h i s personal f e e l i n g s to the common good: " I s h a l l not r i s e 

up and f i g h t with him," he wrote of Fletcher, "but w i l l , be a dead 

man before he k i l l s me. I further told him, I was a f r a i d that 

Mr. Toplady and himself were s e t t i n g the c h r i s t i a n ( s i c ) world on 

f i r e , and the ca r n a l world i n laughter, and wished they coiold both 

d e s i s t from controversy." (2) I n l i k e s p i r i t , the revered s p i r i t u a l 

f a t h e r of Clapham, Henry Venn, reduced the argument to i t s proper 

proportions. " I r e a l l y do not know;" he said i n answer to a query 

r e l a t i n g to a young minister's opinions, "he i s a sincere d i s c i p l e 

of the Lord Jesus C h r i s t , and that i s of i n f i n i t e l y more importance 

than h i s being a d i s c i p l e of Calvin or Arminius." (3) 

The great asset of the Evangelical party which bo\ind i t s members 

to t h e i r task and submerged philosophical n i c e t i e s was the evangel-

Quoted i n "Charles Simeon", by H. C. G. Moule, pp. 100 - 1. 
Quoted i n "Simeon and Chvirch Order", by C. Smyth, pp. 186 - 7. 

(3) "A History of the E n g l i s h Church", -Vol. 7, p. 178. 
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i z i n g \irge common to a l l i t s members and fundamental to t h e i r way of 

l i f e . The i n s i s t e n c e on the importance of personal conversion 

induced a f e e l i n g of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for bringing the word of God 

to others that they might i n t h e i r turn be saved. Whether or not 

i t wished to be saved, Society was faced with a crusade from a young 

and vigorous movement which regarded i t s r e l i g i o n not as one e s s e n t i a l 

of l i f e but as i t s very sine qua non. Despite i t s e l f , the uninspir

ing d o u ^ around the E v a n g e l i c a l s was leavened by the morsel of 

yeast i n i t s midst. 

So great was the impact of the Evangelicals that h i s t o r i a n s 

tended to exaggerate the s i z e of t h e i r party. Writing i n 1899» 

Stock found i t necessary to take them to task: "The Church Histories 

of the period .... affirm, with the most extraordinary inaccuracy 

that the Evangelical School was dominant i n the Chvirch during the 

f i r s t f o r t y years of the nineteenth century." ( l ) Indeed, i t always 

remained i n a c l e a r minority. Even in the parts of the country 

where they were strongest, i n the North and South-West, the Evangelical 

c l e r g y were never so numerous as to amount to more than one minister 

i n every ten parishes by the close of the eighteenth century. At 

80 l a t e a date as 1832, when he arrived i n I s l i n g t o n , Daniel Wilson 

(the younger) observed that "the Evangelical body was represented in 

London by men few i n number and holding for the most part subordinate 

p o s i t i o n s " . (2) This picture was true i n England as a whole: Ryder, 

[I] "History of the Church Missionary Society", Vol. 1, Preface, p.ix. 
'.'History of the Evangelical Party i n the Church of England", 

by G. R. B a l l e i n e , p. 166. 
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who had the support of Perceval u n t i l h i s assassination i n 1812 and 

f u r t h e r possessed the advantage of a brother i n the Cabinet, attained 

the see of Gloucester i n 1815, but the vast majority of the Evan

g e l i c a l clergy was to be found amongst the rank and f i l e . Despite 

t h e i r handicaps, the enthusiasm of the pioneers f i r e d a completely 

disproportionate number of the l a i t y with the desire to adopt the 

evangelical way of l i f e . Most important of a l l was the e f f e c t made 

on a powerful group of eminent men which came to be known as the 

Clapham Sect. Forming a c l o s e l y - k n i t s o c i e t y i n the v i l l a g e , they 

centred t h e i r d a i l y l i v e s on the worship of God and i n p a r t i c u l a r on 

His church i n Clapham. Thither had come i n 1754 that "son of 

thunder", Henry Venn, ( l ) the f i r s t London preacher to revive 

extempore preaching and the f r i e n d of those other giants of the 

r e v i v a l : Grimshaw, Romaine and Berridge. He remained as Curate 

to Sir. James Stonehouse u n t i l 1759, when he departed for Huddersfield 

and afterwards Y e l l i n g before returning to end his days with the 

incisnbent John Venn, who had been bom i n Clapham and given the 

l i v i n g by the t r u s t e e s of old John Thornton. (2) The succession of 

"serious men" was continued with the advent of Dealtry i n 1813 so 

that the s p i r i t u a l guidance provided remained always of the accepted 

E v a n g e l i c a l flavour. 

Eminent amongst the residents at Clapham were the Grants; 

Attributed to Whitehead. (Ryle, op. c i t . , p. 266.) 
'Marianne Thornton 1797 - 1887", by E. M. Porster, p. 39. 
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Charles, Chairman of the Directors of the East India Company from 

I8O5, and his two sons: Charles, who became Lord Glenelg, Secretary 

of State for I r e l a n d and Secretary for the colonies, and Robert, 

the former Governor of Bombay. Close by l i v e d the advocate James 

Stephen, who i n 1800 married Mrs. Clarke, the s i s t e r of another 

Claphamite, William Wilberforce; and S i r Hugh IngLis , Chairman of 

the Ea s t I n d i a Company i n I 8 I 5 , and h i s son Robert, M.P. for 

Oxford i n 1829. A f u r t h e r Indian connection was provided by the 

presence of John Shore; Lord Teigtimouth, who was Viceroy of India 

from 1795 to 1798. Zachary Macaulay and h i s wife S e l i n a l i v e d 

i n the v i l l a g e from 1802 u n t i l 1810, w h i l s t at Broomfield resided 

the Thorntons who boasted a Director of the Bank of England of 

t h e i r number i n the person of John Thornton, whose s o l i d worth 

was equialled by h i s sons, both Members of Parliament, (one of whom, 

(Robert), became Governor of the Bank) and t h e i r cousin Henry, yet 

another M.P., who became Chairman of the S i e r r a Leone Company and 

f i r s t President of the Sunday Schools Society, ( l ) 

Just as the f i r s t wave of Evangelical clergymen had supplied 

an i d e a l and a fervour with which to propagate i t , so the wealth, 

the viOTdly associations and the organised ef f o r t which translated 

t h e i r hopes into f a c t s were provided by the Clapham Sect. As 

w i l l become obvious, t h e i r connections i n Society, Industry, the 

(1) "Marianne Thornton 1797 - 1887", p. 25. 
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Church and the p o l i t i c a l world were legion. 

By t h e i r willingness to expend almost unlimited time, energy 

and money on t h e i r projects they rapidly extended t h e i r influence 

u n t i l they soon became essential t o the success of the Evangelical 

cause. They provided the Presidents, the Chairmen, the Treasurers, 

the Secretaries and other committeemen f o r the ever-increasing 

number of evangelistic and philanthropic societies founded by others 

of t h e i r persuasion, and to the task they brought a determination 

and professional expertise which smoothed the way f o r t h e i r zealous 

though frequently inexperienced brethren. Although i t would be 

unnecessary and inappropriate to attempt to pursue i n d e t a i l t h e i r 

work i n a l l the societies i n which they took an i n t e r e s t , i t i s 

i n s t r u c t i v e to see examples of t h e i r technique i n two of the great 

schemes dear to t h e i r hearts. One of these was the B r i t i s h and 

Foreign Bible Society. 

I f the Evangelicals had a platform, one of the planks was 

that the Bible should be made available to a l l men and that a l l 

men should be enabled to read i t . ( l ) At the turn of the century 

the t i m i d p o l i c i e s of the Society f o r Promoting Christian Knowledge 

had resulted i n a f a i l u r e to keep pace with the demand f o r Welsh 

Bibles and the work of evangelising Wales had been frustrated i n 

( l ) The other "planks" which w i l l become obvious were Christian 
philanthropy, sabbitarianisra, and that which included and 
inspired." the r e s t : evangelism. 
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consequence* At a meeting of the Bel igious Tract Society, ( l ) 

the Reverend Thomas Chsu'les o f Bala suggested a plan to remedy 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n , but i n the ensuing discussion his idea 

was expanded i n t o a suggestion t o " s t i r up the public mind to a 

GENERAL dispers ion o f the Scr ip tures" . (2) The experience o f 

Charles Grant and Wi l l i am Wilberforce was s o l i c i t e d and an address 

drawn up, the s ignator ies o f which were headed by Granvi l le Sharp, 

c a l l i n g on a l l in teres ted par t ies to meet at the London Tavern on 

Wednesday, 7th March, 1804* The meeting was duly held wi th Sharp 

i n the Chair and £700 was subscribed immediately f o r the new 

Society then es tabl ished. 

During the two months which fo l lowed, the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f 

the Society was d r a f t e d by Josiah Prat t and h i s colleagues, and 

on 2nd llay the regula t ions were put to a meeting of the Society 

a t which Sharp again took the Chair. Wilberforce made a speech 

u r g i n g zeal a l l i e d t o mature considerat ion and caution so tha t 

premature and i n j u d i c i o u s p u b l i c i t y might be avoided. The meeting 

then appointed a committee inc lud ing such powerful examples o f 

zeal and mature considerat ion as Charles Grant, Wilberfoz^e, Stephen, 

Joseph Wilson, Zachary Macaulay and Thomas Babington. A prospectus 

was then published, s t a t i n g the i n t e n t i o n o f the Society to d i f f u s e 

the knowledge o f the Holy Scriptures and drawing a t t en t ion to the 

{l) See f u r t h e r , i n f r a , p . 144. 
(2) "The His to ry o f the Or ig in and f i r s t Ten Years o f the B r i t i s h 

and Foreign Bib le Society", by J , Owen, V o l . 1, p . 17. 
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deffland f o r them which already exis ted: " i n consequence o f the 

enlarged means of i n s t r u c t i o n which the lower classes of t h i s country 

have enjoyed o f l a t e years." ( l ) 

The next and v i t a l problem which faced the promoters o f the 

young Society was the acqu i s i t i on of a President of eminence and 

q u a l i t y . At the suggestion o f Bei lby Porteus whose benevolent 

i n t e r e s t had been a t t rac ted from the f i r s t , Owen nominated Lord 

Teignmo.uth, Rowland H i l l seconded the suggestion, and so "the a f f a i r s 

of the I n s t i t u t i o n were placed under the supreme d i r e c t i o n of a 

nobleman so p e c u l i a r l y q u a l i f i e d i n a l l respects to preside i n i t s 

counc i l s , guide i t s operations, and promote i t s success". (2) 

On the day a f t e r Teignmouth's nomination subscriptions came 

i n f rom the Bishops of Durham and London, who then each accepted 

the p o s i t i o n o f Vice-President i n the company of Charles Grrant, 

W i l l i a m Wi lber fo rce , and Henry Thornton, who also served the 

Society as Treasurer u n t i l h is death i n I8I5 (when he was succeeded 

by h i s nephew, John Thornton, who shouldered the burden u n t i l I 8 6 I ) . 

Sharp, Bernard, and Babington, a l l good f r i e n d s of Clapham, (?) 

together w i t h Charles Grant the Elder , soon fol lowed the lead given 

and became Vice-Presidents. Quie t ly and unobstrusively the serious 

men " f i l l e d up those s t a t ions , which, next to that o f President, 

Owen, op. c i t . . V o l . 1, p . 65. 
I b i d , V o l . 1, p . 66. 
Granvi l le Sharp was a resident of Clapham, and Babington, 

who introduced h i s b ro the r - in - l aw, Zachary Macaulay, to 
the c o t e r i e , one of the Claphamites! "country a l l i e s " . 
(Jfeannah More", by M. G, Jones, p . 95«) 

15. 



determined the character and f i x e d the r e s p e c t a b i l i t y o f the 

I n s t i t u t i o n " , ( l ) 

There i s no need to elaborate on the s t r ides made from the 

f i r s t c a r e f u l l y prepared foo tho lds , f o r the. bare f ac t s of the 

B i b l e Society 's achievements are impressive enough. I n the f i r s t 

eleven years of i t s l i f e , 534 branches and a u x i l i a r i e s were set up 

i n Great B r i t a i n and the Channel Islands and 559 i n the B r i t i s h 

Empire. 114,000 Bibles and 188,600 testaments were issued i n 

Europe, and 641,364 Bibles and 1,485,270 testaments elsewhere. 

S t a r t i n g ftom a humble £366:10:Od i n i t s f i r s t year, the Society 

expended i n grants , Bibles and Testaments £108,247' Ss 5d over the 

same eleven years, reaching a f i g u r e o f £28,703:13' Od i n the 

year I 8 I 6 . (2)-

Another great evangelist society sponsored by the Evangelicals 

was the Church Missionary Society. I t s o r ig in s were c lose ly l inked 

w i t h the proceedings o f the Ec lec t ic Society which had been founded 

i n 1785 to promote r e l i g i o u s intercourse and improvement, and which 

owed i t s existence l a r g e l y t o the e f f o r t s of E l i Bates, the Reverend 

A. C e c i l , the Reverend H. Porster and the Reverend John ITewton, 

fo rmer ly the Captain of a s laver , but by tha t date one of the main

springs o f the Evangelical Revival i n the Church o f England. The 

Society maintained a considerable in te res t i n the work o f the missions 

Owen, op. c i t . , V o l . 1 . , p . 71 . 
I b i d , V o l . 2. pp. 588 - 92, 
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but was unable to maJce a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e i r advance

ment u n t i l 1795 when the Reverend Pugh of Rauceby revealed t o 

Simeon, Knight and Robinson the d e t a i l s o f a legacy o f £4,000 

"to be l a i d out to the best advantage o f the in teres ts of t rue 

re l ig ion* ." . ( The matter was l a i d before the Society by Simeon who 

proposed the quest ion: "With what p rop r i e ty , and i n what mode, can 

a Mission be attempted t o the Heathen from the Established Church?" 

( l ) Opinions were c o n f l i c t i n g and enthusiasm was consequently 

l i m i t e d , but around the nucleus of Simeon, Woodd and Scott the 

progressives elaborated the p lan . The El land Society and the 

Rauceby Society (2) were consulted, and on 9th November, 1797, 

Simeon met w i t h Wi lbe r fo rce , Charles Grant and John Venn to d r a f t 

f i n a l proposals f o r the new socie ty . I n February o f the f o l l o w i n g 

year the Missionary Society f o r A f r i c a and the East was proposed by 

Venn from the Chair at a meeting of the Ec lec t i c Society, and i n 

A p r i l a.committee was formed to con t ro l i t s a f f a i r s which included 

Venn himself ( j ) , E l l i o t t ( 4 ) , Wilson, Woodd, Cec i l , Hewton, and 

Scot t , who became Secretary u n t i l he was succeeded by Pra t t i n 

1802. An expansion o f the committee to twenty-s ix brought i n 

"His tory o f the Church Missionary Society", V o l . 1, p . 63. 
I n f r a , pp. 253-255. 
Venn was mainly responsible f o r f raming the o r i g i n a l regula

t ions o f the Society. Only members of the Church o f 
England were e l i g i b l e f o r . t h e committee which was to be 
composed eqvialiy o f c l e r i c s and laymen. 

(4) E l l i o t t married Henry Venn's daughter. His own daughter, 
Charlot te E l l i o t t , was b o m i n Clapham and l i v e d there 
u n t i l 1823. 
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Simeon, Richardson and Robinson; ( l ) Charles Grant, Samuel 

Thornton, Zachary Macaulay and Wilberforce (2) became Vice-Presidents, 

and Henry Thornton accepted o f f i c e as Treasurer. Without the 

perseverance and s k i l l o f the Claphamites the projec t might not 

have matured from the uncer ta in t ies at i t s b i r t h , and t h e i r determina

t i o n was essent ial f o r i t s l a t e r development, (3) f o r the Evangelicals, 

"History of the Church Missionary Society'.', V o l . 1, pp. 69 - 70. 
Wilberforce was approached i n the hope that he would be 

President of the Society, but he refused the honour. 
(3) To take only one example, the experience of Zachary Macaulay 

i n S i e r r a Leone and other f o r e i g n countries was invaluable 
to the Church Missionary Society. He con t inua l ly counselled 
a caut ion i n the appointment o f missionaries which chafed 
against the zeal of some o f the inexperienced members o f the 
Society. He was determined tha t the aim o f the founders 
of the Society, tha t the missions should be uni ted to the 
Church o f England, should be f u l f i l l e d and that only care
f u l l y ve t ted men should be appointed to the-missions. 

Macaulayls fears were j u s t i f i e d . Anxiety became more 
general as a r e su l t o f such instances as Hartwig's de fec t ion . 
Married to Venn's former governess, he went to A f r i c a as a 
missionary and' became a s lave-trader . His subsequent 
repentence d id l i t t l e to restore confidence. I n addi t ion 
to incidents of t h i s type, there was cause f o r concern i n 
the f a c t that many o f the ear ly missionaries were Lutheran 

. Germans. I n I8O6, the Society began to study ways of 
improving the supply of competent, orthodox, Anglican miss
iona r i e s . Eventual ly i t was decided that a seminary should 
be set up and tha t Nathaniel Gi lbe r t should accommodate 
candidates at Bledlow and that Thomas Scott and Wil l iam Dawes 
together w i t h two governors of S ie r ra Leone should teach them. 
Scott took over the task of accommodating the candidates him
s e l f and continued the work u n t i l I8I5 when h i s hea l th broke 
down. At one t ime, when over s i x t y , he even set himself to 
l ea rn Susoo and Arabic that he might be t te r a id h i s students. 
The usual d i f f i c u l t i e s were experienced when Scott produced 
ordinands because h i s Calvinism made them unwelcome i n 
"orthodox" c i r c l e s , but his persistence enabled them to f i n d 
spheres of work. 
( "His to ry of the Church Missionary Society", V o l . I , pp. 89 -

90.) 
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though benevolently i nc l ined towards the Society, needed strong 

leadership to press them forward and convert t h e i r desire to evan

ge l i se in to a c t i o n . Quarter o f a century a f t e r i t s foundation i t 

was s t i l l i n need o f more widespread support: "the great bulk of 

the c le rgy s t i l l held a loo f ; and many even o f decidedly Evangelical 

views merely supported the Society because i t was Evangelical , but 

showed no r ea l zeal i n the missionary cause", ( l ) 

The foundation and development o f the Bible Society and the 

Church Missionary Society i l l u s t r a t e the importance to the Evangelical 

cause o f the Glaphamite t r a d i t i o n o f service , but the foundation o f 

two major socie t ies was not s u f f i c i e n t to absorb the energies of 

such men. Their evangelizing zeal led them to aid Simeon's pet 

p r o j e c t , the Society f o r the Conversion o f Jews, and they became 

involved i n the a f f a i r s of the A f r i c a n Society. When Zachary 

Macaulay resigned a f t e r f i v e years as Secretary of the A f r i c a n 

I n s t i t u t i o n , he was able to do so w i t h a c lear conscience, f o r there, 

once again, the f a m i l i a r pa t tern of domination had been repeated. 

The t r i e d f r i e n d o f the Evangelicals, the Duke of Gloucester was 

President, Clarkson and Sharp were on the governing body, and so. 

( l ) "His tory o f the Church Missionary Society", V o l . 1 , p . 243-
As long as Wilberforce l i v e d the fervour and optimism of the 
ear ly Evangelicstls had a voice . At a meeting i n 1820 when 
a Mr. Harr ington had made gloomy forecasts on the proposals 
f o r f u r t h e r work i n I n d i a , Wilberforce leapt up c ry ing , 
"We know nothing of despondency here, we proceed as the Word 

, o f God d i r e c t s us, we must, we can, we w i l l , we ought, we 
sha l l prosper." (•'Marianne Thornton, 1797 - 1887", p . 126). 
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i n e v i t a b l y were Wi lber force , Charles Grant, James Stephen and four 

of the ubiquitous Thorntons, ( l ) 

The hatred of slavery among the Claphamites resvilted i n a 

f u r t h e r A f r i c a n venture: the foundation o f the Sierra Leone Company 

i n 1792. The key f i g u r e i n the enterprise was Henry Thornton, the 

Chairman, who devised the plan, formed the company, col lec ted the 

money, framed the c o n s t i t u t i o n and chose and equipped the s e t t l e r s . 

Once the l i b e r a t e d slaves had reached A f r i c a , the task of s e t t l i n g 

them and educating them i n Chr i s t i an c i t i zensh ip f e l l to Zachary 

Macaulay, who successfu l ly weathered the t r i a l s created by the French 

Navy, nat ive tribesmen and r e c a l c i t r a n t whites u n t i l he returned to 

England i n 1799 t o marry Selina M i l l s (2 ) . He remained attached to 

(1) "His tory of the Church Missionary Society", V o l . 1, p . 95. 
(2) When Macaulay returned i n 1799 he brought w i t h him, at the 

suggestion of Robert Haldane, twen ty - f i ve A f r i c a n ch i ld ren 
who were to be educated i n England and eventually sent out 
to A f r i c a . a s missionaries . Finding that he could not agree 
w i t h Haldane's r e l i g i o u s views, Macaulay refused to despatch 
the ch i l d r en to Edinburgh to face contamination, but o f f e red 
Haldane the p r i v i l e g e of paying f o r t h e i r education i n 
England, which Haldane not unnatura l ly refused. Wilberforce 
and Henry Thornton stepped i n to the breach and r a l l i e d t h e i r 
f r i e n d s to provide c a p i t a l f o r the education of the ch i ld r en . 
John Venn and Thornton selected Wi l l i am Greaves as t h e i r 
schoolmaster, but his e f f o r t s were doomed to f a i l u r e as the 
ch i ld ren succumbed to the English weather. Only s ix re 
mained a l i v e i n I8O5. 
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the Company as permanent Secretary u n t i l the Crown took over the 

admin is t ra t ion o f the colony i n 1808 and retained some o f his i n 

f luence even a f t e r tha t date as an experienced adviser whose opinions 

were f r e q u e n t l y s o u ^ t . 

As one might expect, the great Evangelical protagonist of the 

negro slave, Wi l l i am Wi lber force , was a Direc tor of the Company. 

I n h i s opin ion , r e l i g i o u s education f o r the slaves i n preparation 

f o r l i b e r t y was one of the "grand measures" ( l ) which should shape 

the f u t u r e . At the same time he was preparing to put forward a 

long cherished scheme to the House of Commons upon the occasion of 

the renewal o f the East I n d i a Company's char ter . I n May, 1793, be 

proposed that schoolmasters (2) and chaplains should be sent to 

I n d i a , not to f o r c e C h r i s t i a n i t y upon the nat ive populat ion, but 

"gravely, s i l e n t l y , and systematical ly to prepare the way f o r the 

gradual d i f f u s i o n o f r e l i g i o u s t r u t h " . (3) Owing to a l a t e change 

o f face by Dundas and the f a i l u r e of the bishops to provide so l i d 

support, the general apathy towards Wilber foroe ' s proposals prevai led , 

and a l l h i s p r a c t i c a l clauses were thrown out , leaving t o be recorded 

only a pious asser t ion o f the duty o f attempting to evangelize the 

East. 

(1) " L i f e o f W i l l i a m Wi lber fo rce" , V o l . 5, p . I63: L e t t e r t o 
Zachary Macaulay, 1823. . 

(2) (Sui tably equipped w i t h tes t imonials from the S.P.C.K., the 
Bishop o f London, or the Archbishop o f Canterbviry,) 
" L i f e o f Wi l l i am Wilber force" , V o l . 2, p . 26. "Journal" f o r 
1793. 

(3) I b i d . Porteus, meanwhile, introduced s i m i l a r clauses i n the 
Lords. 
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Having l o s t the b a t t l e , Wilberforce set about the task of 

winning the campaign. While Charles Simeon prepared and sent 

out a steady supply of young clergymen, Wilberforce exerted an 

un re l en t ing pressure to gain his ends before the next renewal of the 

Charter i n I 8 I 3 , Throughout 1811 and 1812 he was i n a f l u r r y 

of a c t i v i t y at tempting t o whip up support f o r his proposals. I n 

1812 he put before the committee o f the S.P.C.K. Dr. Buchanan's 

scheme f o r e cc l e s i a s t i c a l establishment i n Ind i a , and had the 

s a t i s f a c t i o n o f witnessing i t s embodiment i n the r e s o l u t i o n which 

was the f i r s t great step towards the foundation of the Indian 

b i shopr ics , ( l ) I n I 8 I 5 , w i t h increased help from Macaulay (2) , 

Grant, Henry Thornton and Babington (3 ) , he reached the peak of his 

exert ions i n a "mialtitude o f l e t t e r s " (4) to e n l i s t enough support 

to sway the balance i n the Commons, wh i l s t h i s opponents dourly 

marshalled t h e i r forces to defeat his r e so lu t i on and leave the 

r e g u l a t i o n o f missions to the East Ind ia Company f o r another twenty 

years, i n the earnest hope tha t even Mr. V/ilberforce covild not go 

(1) Buchanan made a profound impression on the Commons which 
ordered the p r i n t i n g of h i s , "A Plea f o r the Tolera t ion 
o f Missionary and Educational-Work i n the East". ( " L i f e 
and Le t te r s of Zachary Macaulay", p . 295.) 

(2) Macaulay's biographer reduces Wilber force ' s con t r ibu t ion : "the 
r e a l agent upon whom the whole business depended was 
Macaulay,". 

(3} (Who prepared the p e t i t i o n s . ) I b i d . p . 294. See Appendix 2. 
(4) " L i f e of Wi l l i am Wi lber fo rce" , V o l . 4, p . 102. 
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on f o r ever. Nevertheless on 12th Ju ly , I 8 I 3 , his persistence 

was rewarded by the success of his e f f o r t s when the B i l l was at 

long l a s t passed. 

At home the evangelizing urge of the Claphamites found as 

many ou t l e t s as i t d id abroad, but here the enemy was more 

sophis t icated and res i s tan t to the attack o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . The 

work of conversion was accompanied by a cont inual s truggle to 

conta in the forces of e v i l which threatened to dominate Society. 

I t was t h i s s t ruggle which gave the Evangelical e f f o r t so much i t s 

appearance of a narrow and Pur i t an ica l insistence on the maintenance 

o f conventions and taboos. 

The most serious inroads in to the Chr i s t i an pos i t i on had been 

made by the pursu i t o f such s i n f u l pastimes as card-playing, d i c i n g , 

theat re-going, wine-bibbing, the consumption of l i ^ t and obscene 

l i t e r a t u r e , and the almost universa l desecration of the Sabbath 

when r e l i g i o n was e i the r ignored i n the main or made the bu t t of 

every would-be w i t who cared to display h i s ta lents at the Promenades 

and so-cal led "Chr i s t i an Socie t ies" . Fol lowing the decline of the 

London Society f o r the Reformation of Manners, l i t t l e was attempted 

u n t i l I 7 8 I , when the Bishop o f London secured the passage of "An 

Act f o r prevent ing c e r t a i n Abuses and Profanation on the Lord's 

Day, commonly ca l l ed Sunday", ( l ) This was a ready-made vehicle 

f o r Evangelical ideals and Porteus received considerable help and 

(1) " L i f e o f Porteus", by R. Hodgson, p . 82. 
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encouragement, which he i n his t u r n repaid by h is championship of 

Wi lbe r fo rce ' s wider and more i n f l u e n t i a l Society f o r the Suppression 

of Vice , ( l ) R a l l y i n g to h i s standard a committee cons is t ing of 

s i x dukes, one marquis, two archbishops, seventeen bishops and 

sundry members of the n o b i l i t y and commons, Wilberforce created an 

organisa t ion of such prest ige that i t was feared that i t might come 

to wie ld a power great enough "to supersede law-courts , c lergy and 

p o l i c e " . (2) Far f rom r e s t r i c t i n g i t s a c t i v i t i e s to the defence 

of the Chr i s t i an Sunday, the new society went over onto the attack 

against a l l - forms of immoral i ty , p a r t i c u l a r l y where they took the 

form o f the w r i t t e n word and m i ^ t thus endanger the minds of a large 

S e c t i o n of the Pub l i c . To be c l a s s i f i e d as "immoral" or "blasphemous" 

a work had only to question the accepted tenets of C h r i s t i a n i t y and 

the accepted order of l i f e . I nev i t ab ly the Radical authors of the 

time Were cast igated and even persecuted. Tom Paine's "Age of Reason" 

was the cause of one o f the Society 's f i r s t prosecutions and resul ted 

i n the reduct ion of the publisher to near penury. His p l i g h t so 

touched the Prosecuting Counsel that he plead.ed w i t h the committee of 

the Society to o f f e r Will iams some assistance. The upr ight morals 

of the members were proof against the emotions which sway lesser men 

and they were able to stand f i r m and witness the f u r t h e r r u i n of t h e i r 

(1) The Society was formed i n 1787, f o l l o w i n g upon the Proclamation 
against Vice i n tha t year, from, which i t derives the f requent ly 
used t i t l e : The Proclamation Society. Porteus became the 
t h i r d President of the Society, at a time of which i t was 
S a i d tha t "Fulham Palace became a headquarters of the open 
consT5 iracy" . ("Before V i c t o r i a " , M. Jaeger, p . 37.) 

(2) Sydney Smith. ("Before V i c t o r i a " , pp. 51 - 2.) 
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v i c t i m , whereupon Erskine resigned h i s b r i e f i n disgust , complaining 

tha t the Society "loved j u s t i c e rather than mercy", ( l ) ( i n s i m i l a r 

f a sh ion , at a l a t e r date, when Joseph Hume attacked the Society i n the 

Commons f o r the tyranny and b i g o t r y evidenced i n i t s prosecution of 

Mary C a r l i l e f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g a t r a c t questioning the d iv ine o r i g i n 

o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , c h a r i t y was so s t i f l e d w i t h i n Wi lber force ' s breast 

t h a t , w h i l s t expressing a hope f o r d iv ine mercy f o r the c u l p r i t , he 

allowed that he would hope f o r none human l e s t others be encouraged 

t o t ransgress.) Although such narrowness and obstinacy were i n 

many ways d i s t a s t e f u l , they ensured that the ends of the Society were 

pursued w i t h the vigour and persistence necessary f o r t h e i r success. 

I t undoubtedly checked the f l ow of "obscene" publ icat ions and provided 

a centre from which other defenders of mora l i t y were to prepare the 

c l imate of opinion f o r the advent of Vic to r ian i sm. (2) 

The leaders o f the Evangelical par ty were not so s h o r t - s i f t e d 

t ha t they thought tha t v i ce could be defeated by repression alone. 

To exp la in and disseminate t h e i r point of view was founded i n 1802 

the p e r i o d i c a l which became t h e i r p r i n c i p a l propaganda organ i n the 

nineteenth century: "The Chr i s t i an Observer". A f t e r considerable 

(1) "The L i f e and Inf luence of Shute Barr ington", by G.G.Armstrong, 
p . 353. 

(2) The Society "obtained many valuable acts o f parliament, ( s i c ) 
and g rea t ly checked the spread of blasphemous and indecent 
pub l i ca t ions . I t a f fo rded also a centre from which many 
other u se fu l schemes proceeded, and was the f i r s t example of 
those various associat ions, which soon succeeded t o the 
apathy o f former years". ( " L i f e of Wil l iam V/i lberforce" , 
V o l . I , p . 138.) 
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correspondence ( l ) and discussion i nvo lv ing Wilberforce , Babington, 

Henry Thornton, V/ i l l iam Hey, Dr. Pearson (2) and John Venn, the 

Reverend Josiah Pra t t put before a meeting o f the Eclect ic Society 

on 4th February, 1799 the motion: "How f a r migtit a Per iodica l 

Pub l i ca t ion be rendered subservient to the interes ts o f Religion?" 

The committee foirmed t o forge t h i s instrument of t r u t h was predomi

nan t ly Claphamite, cons i s t ing o f Charles Grant the Elder, Henry 

Thornton, Wi l l i am Wi lber fo rce , John Venn, P ra t t , Pearson and 

Macaulay, who was to become the ed i to r . With cheer fu l optimism 

they accepted the self-imposed task of defending Vi r tue and a t tacking 

Vice i n an un l imi t ed f i e l d : 

"At a period l i k e t h i s , when Dramatic Compositions, Novels, 
Tales, Newspapers, Magazines,.and Reviews, are disseminating 
doctr ines subversive o f a l l mora l i t y , and propagating tenets 
the most h o s t i l e to p i e t y , order, and general happiness, some 
f r i e n d s o f c i v i l government and revealed r e l i g i o n , have f e l t 
i t incimibent on them openly to oppose the progress o f lawless 
opinions , t o s t r i p scepticism and imposture o f t h e i r a r t f u l 
d isguise , and, by d i sp lay ing the t rue features o f l i b e r t i n i s m 
and impiety , to expose them to deserved contempt and abhorr
ence." (3) 

The contents of the pub l i ca t i on were divided in to ten sections. 

The f i r s t , e n t i t l e d "Religious Communications", included a s e r i a l 

ised h i s t o r y o f the Church and the l i v e s o f the reformers together 

w i t h l e t t e r s and commentaries on the Scriptures and r e l i g i o u s topics 

o f i n t e r e s t . Having absorbed such weighty f a r e the reader then 

Jl) Notably by Wi l l i am Hey. 
^2J Afterwards Dean of Sal isbury. 
,3; Prospectus t o "The Chr i s t i an Observer", 1802. 
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passed on to a miscellaneous sect ion to enjoy Henry Thornton's 

"Modem Characters" and f o l l o w arguments on such provocative 

subjects as f i e l d sports and c r u e l t y to animals i n general. The 

two Sections which fo l lowed were to become two o f the most i n t e r 

e s t i ng i n the paper and the clearest indica t ions of Evangelical 

r eac t i on t o the opinions o f the day: the "Review o f New Publ icat ions" 

and "The Review of Reviews", which l a t t e r section gradually expanded 

t o combat the venom of the "Edinbur^ Review" as the mutual h o s t i l i t y 

o f the two organs increased. The remaining s i x sections continued 

the education o f the reader and kept him i n touch w i t h the every

day happenings o f the serious wor ld : L i t e r a r y and Philosophical 

I n t e l l i g e n c e , L i s t o f New Publ icat ions ( l ) . Religious I n t e l l i g e n c e , 

View o f Public A f f a i r s , Obituary and Answers to Correspondents. 

"The Chr i s t i an Observer" was fo r tuna te i n i t s f i r s t ed i to r , 

f o r not only d i d Macaiilay take h is r e s p o n s i b i l i t y most ser iously 

so t ha t he r i go rous ly sc ru t in i sed every item before i t s inc lus ion 

but he also cont r ibuted many a r t i c l e s and sermons o f h is own (2) 

euid encouraged h i s f r i ends at Clapham to do l ikewise (3). As a 

prominent member o f the co te r i e he was able to c a l l on i t s members 

(1) This sect ion even included a considerable l i s t o f f o r e ign 
pub l i ca t ions . 

(2) He continued to con t r ibu te even a f t e r h i s res ignat ion i n 
favour o f the Reverend Samuel Wilkes, i n I 8 I 6 . ( " L i f e and 
Le t te r s o f Zachary Macaulay", p . 255.) 

(3) Henry Thornton i s said to have.contributed over e ighty a r t i c l e s . 
("These Remarkable Men", p . 73.) Thomas Scot t , the B i b l i c a l 
commentator, who had been considered f o r the ed i torsh ip at 
the same time as Macaulay, and John Bowdler were also con
t r i b u t o r s . ( " L i f e and Let ters o f Zachary Macaulay", pp. 255, 
265.) 
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f o r help i n times o f d i f f i c i d t y and to carry out h is day to day 

work w i t h the confidence engendered by that same consistent and 

powerful support which made the Clapham Sect v i t a l as a nucleus f o r 

Evangelical e f f o r t . So wide and varied were t h e i r in te res t s , so 

i n t a n g i b l e the long-term re su l t s of t h e i r obvious achievements, 

t ha t i t i s impossible to def ine the resu l t s o f t h e i r work. "The 

t r u t h i s that f rom that l i t t l e knot of men emanated a l l the Bible 

Soc ie t i e s , and almost a l l the missionary soc ie t ies , i n the wor ld . 

The whole organisat ion o f the Evangelical par ty was t h e i r own work. 

The share which they had i n prov id ing means f o r the education of 

the people was g rea t . " ( l ) What Macaulay said was t rue but , as 

w i l l be seen, i t was as completely the t r u t h as the v i s i b l e part of 

an iceberg i s the whole. 

As the Clapham Sect provided at once the impetus and the 

s t a b i l i t y so necessary to the Evangelicals, so, even w i t h i n so small 

a group o f such eminent men, the centre was occupied by Wil l iam 

Wilber force and h i s r e l a t i v e s by marriage, the Thorntons. (2) Old 

John Thornton set a worthy example i n evangelising zeal: 

"He pxirchased advowsons and presentations w i t h a view to place 
( s i c ; i n parishes the most enlightened, act ive and use fu l minis 
t e r s . He employed the extensive commerce i n which he was 
engaged as a powerfvil instrument f o r conveying immense quant i t ies 
o f B ib les , Prayer-Books, and the use fu l publ ica t ions , to every 
place v i s i t e d by our t rade . He p r i n t e d , at h i s own sole expense 

(1) T. B. Macaulay, 1843. ("A Sect that Moved the World", by 
J . T e l f o r d , p . 225.) -

(2) See .Appendix 3. 
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la rge ed i t ions of the l a t t e r f o r that purpose, and i t may be 
sa fe ly a f f i r m e d , tha t there i s scarcely a par t o f the known 
wor ld , where such books coiald be introduced, which d i d not 
f e e l the sa lu ta ry inf luence of t h i s s ingle i n d i v i d u a l . " ( l ) 

Old John's nephew, Henry, gave away six-sevenths of h i s annual 

income u n t i l h i s marriage i n 1796 (2), and i s recorded as having 

spent over £9,000 on c h a r i t y i n one year alone. (3) A man of 

wealth and p o s i t i o n , a Member of Parliament and a personal f r i e n d 

o f P i t t , he was possessed o f the weighty v i r t u e s which caused 

Zachary Macaulay, who knew both men w e l l , to give him. the palm 

over V/ i lberforce : 

" I n poin t o f t a l en t s there i s doubtless a splendour about 
Wilberforce which qui te eclipses the other; but then the 
soundness o f Thornton's judgement, and the extreme consid-
erateness and p a i n f u l s c m t i n y w i t h which he i s accustomed 
to view every subject that requires his decis ion, serves 
as a counterbalance. Wi lber force ' s benevolence may be 
more ardent, and the s t y l e of h i s devotion more elevated 
and f e rven t ; but i n the pract ice of se l f -denying du t ies , 
and i n the habi tua l enforcement of that suggestion not to 
confer w i t h f l e s h and blood, I must t h i n k Henry Thomton 
h i s superior . Wilberforce has stronger and more l i v e l y 
views o f the beauties o f holiness and o f the Saviour's 
l ove ; but Thomton has a more uniform and abiding impres
s ion of h i s accountableness to God f o r every moment of h i s 
time and f o r every word he u t t e r s . Wi lber fo rce ' s act ive 
love f l i e s immediately to the r e l i e f o f an object i n d i s 
t r e s s , and gives almost i n s t i n c t i v e l y . Thornton's con
s ide ra t ion leads him to weigh the best mode of impart ing 
r e l i e f so-as t o ra ise no f a l s e hopes, and to produce no 
f u t u r e unhappiness, and t o j o i n i f possible, the in teres ts 
of e t e r n i t y to those of t i m e . " (4) 

[ l ) "Memoirs o f the Reverend John Newton", by R. C e c i l , pp. 56 - 8. 
^2) I'A His tory of the Engl ish Church", V o l . 7, p . 199. 
3̂) '.iThe Evangelical Reviva l" , fey S.-Baring^Gould, p . 82. 

,4) .'-'Life and Le t te r s of Zachary Macaulay", p . 202. 

29. 



Comparison of Wilberforce and Thornton would be inappropriate, 

for what Macaulay's judgment reveals i s that the v i r t u e s they 

possessed were not competing but complementary, and that Wilberforce 

had the a t t r i b u t e s which made him .. , pre-eminent amongst the men 

of Clapham. Fervent i n h i s b e l i e f s , yet with "as much wit as i f he 

had no piety" ( l ) , he avoided the more obvious traps of Puritanism (2) 

and, whatever h i s personal s t r i v i n g s , c a s t aside gloom and Pharis

aism so that he " l i v e d i n perpetual sunshine". (5) His powers of 

oratory, prodigious energy and unshakable persistence a l l i e d to h i s 

material wealth and s o c i a l standing made him the greatest single 

e a r t h l y asset the Evangelical party possessed. 

The power of h i s influence i s suggested by such instances as 

the occasion when the Duchess of Grloucester, wishing to secure a 

regiment of dragoons f o r her son, Lord Waldegrave, appealed to 

Wilberforce to secure the boon from P i t t . (4) The extent of h i s 

influence i s obvious i n the pages of h i s biographies and correspondence 

which teem with the names of famous people of many d i f f e r e n t spheres 

of l i f e and of many d i f f e r i n g shades of opinion: William P i t t , 

(1) "Memoirs of the L i f e and Correspondence of Mrs. Hannah More", 
, by W. Roberts, Vol. 2, p. I I 5 . 

(2) Dr. Jones, has pointed out that i n t h e i r attitude to r e l i g i o n 
and morals the Evangelicals were the successors of the 
Puritans, whose approach to l i f e was maintained elsewhere 
within the Church so that a l l i e s for the majority of Evan
g e l i c a l p r ojects were to hand. ("The Charity School Movement", 

,, pp. 9 - 1 2 . ) 
(3) "Collections and Recollections by One who has kept a Diary", 

from the "Manchester Guardian", 1898. 
(4 ) "Private Papers of William Wilberforce", by A. M. Wilberforce, 

- pp. 105 - 6. 
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Castlereagh, Perceval, Bernard, Allen, Pox, Elizabeth Pry ( l ) , the 

Dtike of Gloucester, Shute Barrington, Prince Czartorowski, Robert 

Haikes, Owen, Christophe of Hayti, Sydney Smith ( 2 ) , Andrew B e l l , 

the Duchess of Beaufort, Eldon, Cowper, Kirke White, Blucher, 

Wellington, Hannah More, Bishop Middleton, Porteus, the members of 

the Clapham Sect and so many others that the amazing thing i s that 

he found time to do anything beyond conduct a voluminous correspondence 

and pass the time of day with h i s friends and acquaintances. His 

anteroom was often i n a s t a t e of complete chaos, l i k e Noah's Ark: 

" f u l l of beasts clean and unclean. (3) On one c h a i r sat a 
Yorkshire constituent, manufacturing or a g r i c u l t u r a l ; on 
another a Wesleyan preacher; on another a p e t i t i o n e r for 
c h a r i t y , or a House of Commons c l i e n t ; while side by side 
with a negro, a foreign missionary, or a Haytian professor, 
sat some man of rank who s o u ^ t a private interview, P i t t , 
and h i s other parliamentary f r i e n d s , might be found there 
at dinner before the House. Indeed so constant was t h e i r 
r e s o r t , that i t was asserted, not a l i t t l e to h i s disadvan
tage i n Yorkshire, that he received a pension for entertain
ing the p a r t i s a n s of the minister". (4) 

Parliament knew and respected Wilberforce as a man whose ta l e n t s 

were second to none, but the members frequently received h i s ideas 

(1 ) "When thou hast l e i s u r e advise with me as with a c h i l d i f thou 
. hast any hint to give me i n my new circumstances. I look 

before long once more to entering the prisons. The cause 
i s near my heart, and I do not see that my husband, having 
l o s t h i s property, should, when he and my family do not want 
me, prevent my attending to these duties; i n t h i s I should 
l i k e to have thy advice." ("Private Papers of William. 
Y/ilberforce", p. IO9.) . 

(2 ) No fr i e n d of the E v a n g e l i c a l s , he nevertheless wrote to offer 
h i s vote for Wilberforce i f he could make the journey to 
Yorkshire. " I hope to God," he concluded, "you w i l l s t i r i n 
t h i s great business, and then we w i l l , vote you the consulship 
for l i f e , and you shall , be perpetual member for Yorkshire." 
( I b i d , p. 120 . ) 

Hannah More ("Life and L e t t e r s of Zachary Macaulay", p. 91 . ) 
" L i f e and L e t t e r s of Zachary Macaulay", p. 91. 

31. 



with b i t t e r opposition or with the apathy which so disgusted him 

at the.time of the East I n d i a Company business that he turned, 

"as a poor substitute, to the voluntary associations", ( l ) The 

gain was e n t i r e l y that of the s o c i e t i e s , f o r h i s adherence was of 

considerable value to t h e i r cause. The Church Missionary Society 

f o r A f r i c a and the E a s t , the B r i t i s h and Foreign Bible Society, the 

S.P.C.K., the C i t y Bible Society, the Prayer Book and Homily 

Society, the National Society and the B r i t i s h and Foreign Schools 

Society: these and other i l l - a s s o r t e d bedfellows received h i s 

support and demonstrated the c a t h o l i c i t y of h i s benevolence i f not 

of h i s t a s t e . 

As i f a l l e l s e were not enough, Wilberforce decided to follow 

up the work of h i s Proclamation Society by entering the l i s t s as 

an author. I n 1797, he produced a " P r a c t i c a l View of the P r e v a i l i n g 

R eligious Systems of Professed C h r i s t i a n s i n the Higher and Middle 

Cl a s s e s i n t h i s Country, contrasted with Real C h r i s t i a n i t y " . The 

public was w i l l i n g to be instructed i n "Real C h r i s t i a n i t y " and in 

s i x months had absorbed 7,500 copies of the work. By 1824, i t had 

run through f i f t e e n editions i n England and twenty-five i n the 

United States. (2) "The C h r i s t i a n Observer" exultantly directed 

i t s readers to that "celebrated book on r e l i g i o n " , which, i t claimed, 

had perhaps done more than any other "to rouse the i n s e n s i b i l i t y 

(1) " L i f e of William Wilberforce", Vol. 2, p. 28. 
(2) "A History of the E n g l i s h Church", Vol. 7, p. 253. 
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and augment the p i e t y of the age", ( l ) The influence of books i s 

another of the great intangibles: Wilberforce i s said to have owed 

h i s conversion to Doddridge's "Rise and Progress of Religion"; 

Thomas Chalmers h i s to the " P r a c t i c a l View" ( 2 ) , but i t cannot be 

claimed with any c e r t a i n t y that without Doddridge there would have 

been no V/ilberforce as we know of him, or that without Wilberforce 

there would have been no Chalmers. Nevertheless, Doddridge did 

reach Wilberforce through h i s pen and Wilberforce reached Chalmers 

as he reached thousands of other readers and affected them i n some 

degree or other by h i s argument. 

As the influence of a man's books cannot be weighed p r e c i s e l y 

so i t i s impossible neatly to catalogue the extent of h i s personal 

influence. Wilberforce and h i s friends at Clapham cannot be assessed 

by the number of Presidencies, Secretaryships and Committee member

ships they acquired, nor by the number of s o c i e t i e s to which they 

contributed. These are merely indications of the time and energy 

they expended and the d i r e c t i o n s i n which they expended them. 

Wherever the d e s i r e to evangelise led, the Clapham Sect was i n the 

van. As has been seen, t h i s desire ine v i t a b l y led them to accompany 

t h e i r work by education. Step by step they became more involved, 

f o r the work of conversion i n i t s e l f i s education in a nevi set of 

[ 2 I 
"The C h r i s t i a n Observer", February, I8O4. 
These Remarkable Men",.pp. 39 - 40. 

33. 



concepts - for the heathen to wish to come to God i t was e s s e n t i a l 

that he should know of God. To teach t h e i r subjects to read, the 

missionaries took with them teachers: the teachers established 

schools: education i n the basic s k i l l of reading became extended 

by the desire to inculcate much more so that the converts might 

be made f i t f o r C h r i s t i a n c i t i z e n s h i p . 

With the heathen at home the process was twofold: a cleansing 

and purging, followed by the moral regeneration of s o c i e t y . To 

accomplish t h i s regeneration the subject was moulded by the r e s t r i c 

t i o n of h i s intake and a concentrated indoctrination into the 

E v a n g e l i c a l way of l i f e . Although the dominant theme i n the approach 

to the upper and middle c l a s s e s was n e c e s s a r i l y that of guidance, a 

d i r e c t a s s a u l t was made on the brutish masses. Here conversion was 

sometimes possible because the rudiments of education existed, but 

where i t did not e x i s t i t became e s s e n t i a l to precede the work of 

conversion by education to give the tool of reading without which the 

work woi;ild have proceeded at a s n a i l ' s , pace. 
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Chapter 2. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS; the part played by the Evangelicals i n the 
e a r l y e f f o r t s to educate the poor. 

The task of educating the poor for C h r i s t i a n c i t i z e n s h i p 

belonged by t r a d i t i o n to the Established Church, but the general 

apathy which prevailed i n i t s ranks during the f i r s t h a l f of the 

eighteenth century had r e s u l t e d i n the neglect of i t s educational 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The small minority of the clergy which took i t s 

charge s e r i o u s l y was i n s u f f i c i e n t to provide education f or the 

members of the lower c l a s s e s who desired i t and the vacuum which 

remained could not be f i l l e d by the private adventure and endowed 

schools nor by the e a r l y e f f o r t s to provide schools from l o c a l 

r a t e s , ( l ) An answer, limited and inadequate, was provided by 

the growth of voluntary e f f o r t . 

As surplus wesuLth made i n commerce became available, groups 

of c h a r i t a b l y - i n c l i n e d men and women were formed who adapted the 

su c c e s s f u l method of the Joint Stock Company to financing schools 

for the education of the poor. Within them education was ca r r i e d 

( l ) The Grammar Schools had become increasingly biased towards 
the fee-paying student. As endowments f a i l e d to keep 
pace with p r i c e s , the endowed schools had e i t h e r to charge 
fees and exclude poor children or deteriorate into poorly 
maintained elementary schools. ("Education and Social 
Movements", by A. B. Dobbs pp. 82.- 8.) 
E f f o r t s to provide education from the rates had been made 
since 1561. ("State Intervention i n English Education", 
by J . E. G. De Montmorency, pp. 67, 191 - 2.) 
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