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Synopsis

In 1826 Johannes Evangelista Gossner, a Roman Catholic 'priest )
from Bavaria, became a Protestant and in 1836 founded in Be_rl:'ui .
his own lﬁssiofnﬁry Association for training artisan misgion'
workers. In 1845 at the invitation of Colonsl J.R, Ouselqy .
and Major J.C. Hannyngton, the Commissioner and Assistant
Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, four of Gossner's Missionaries-

. founded a mission at Ranchi in Bihar, North East India to

' evangelise the aboriginal Kols. In the years prior to 1857

the mission made its first converts. During the Indian Mutiny .
_the missionaries fled to-Calcutta and the small Christian
congregation was submitted to fie_:t"ce persecution. On the
restoration of peace & mass-movement towards Christianity
commenced and in 1868 the converts numbered 10,000,

In December 1857 Gossner offered the mission to the Church
Missionary Society who declined it .but gave £1,000 to help
re-establish it. After Gossner's death in 1658 a Curatorium. :
or Board of Trustees in Berlin inherited the Missionary
Assoéiqtioﬁ. In response to appeals for more educatéd '
missionaries the (_hﬁ‘atorium sent out thr'e_.e- Pé.stors who had
received-u.niversity'educa.-tion. By preferring com:ilaints .
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dgainst the older missionaries the new missionaries prompted
a refofm-of the mission by a new constitution dravmn up'in
‘Berlin on June 12th 1868. The Curatorium entrusted the
introduction of the constitution to their Mission-Ingpector,
Pastor Hermann Ansorge, who visited Ranchi in September 1868.
"When, as a result of Pastor Ansorge's methods of enforcing

the constitution six of the senior migsionaries resigned, the
Commissioner of Chota Nagpu;,-Colonel E.T. Dalton, requested
Bigshop Milman of Gélcutta to act as arbifrator in the diépute.

Bishop Milman failed to reconcile the two parties and, acceding: -

to the request of the senior missionaries, on Apr11 19th 1869
'he received them and representatives of approximately 7,000

B conwerts into the Church of England
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In 1636, the Reverend Charles Bridges, (1794~1856), an ardent
 Evangelical Churchman and Vicar of 01d Newton in Suffolk,
c’ommehded a new 5iography - "The Life and Persecutions of
Martin Boos, an Evangelical Preacher of the Roman Church", to
. Engllsh rea.ders with these words :-

_ "The following work, in its original form ig from the pen of
. Gossner, the estimable minister of the Bohemian Church at
Berlin. It brings before us one of the most interesting
-records of modern Church Hisfory = the existence of a.bﬁdy
of ‘Christians in the bosom of the Roman Church, fully
" confessirg in. their faith and practice the grand fundamental
. principles of the Reformation. In :eviewing'this con~
‘structive history it will be seen that for mearly the last
fifty years a bold.and unflinching testimony has been born
bj.Protestan$'confessors in the Church of Rome, even in the
heart of Catholio'Germany"(l) B o

* Johannes Evangelista Gossner, the author of this biogfaphy; was

. born of Catholic parents in Hausen bei Ober-Walstatt, a village

in the valley of the river Mindel, one of the tributaries of the
Darube, lying in Swabia, equidistant between Ulm and Augsburg,
on December 14th 1773, Gossner attended the village school at

Waldstatten until he was twelve., following which he graduated to
the Gymnasium of St,. Salvadore .at ?gisburg, a school which waén
8till in the hands of the Jesuits.

five year course in the lower classees he studied logic for two

After completing the

years at the Lyceum, then entered the Uﬁiversity'at Dillingen
to prepare for ordination to the priesthood.

1. J. Gossner, The Life and Persecutions of Martin Boos. An .
Evangelical Prqacher of the Roman Church. Translated from.
the German. Seely and Burnside. 1836. Preface p.iii.

2. The Jesuits in:Germany ietainad their schools and colleges
after the Suppression of the Society in 1773. '
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The University of St. Jerome at Dillingen was held in gr;a.v_e
suspicion by thée Jesuits at Augsburg on account -of the teaching
of Johann Michael Sailer (1751-1832) and his cirele. Since
1784 Sailer had been Professor of Ethics and Director of
Pastofal ‘I’heo’lbgy, previously having been a novice in the Jesuit,
College at Landsberg befors the suppression of the Society in
1773; later by appointment of the Elector Maximilliam IIT
(1745-1777) he became a lecturer in the College at Ingolsta.dt
and subsequently Professor of Dogmatics. Vhen in 1784 the '
Elector Charles Theodore (1777-1799) closed dowvn the College,
Sailer moved to Dillingen where he qui'ckiy ma;.de his mark.

The liberal atmosphei'e of the University of St. Jeroms where
"Sailer and lis colleague, Patriz Benedict Zimmer (1752-1820),

the Professor of Dogmatics, well-eo'med the works of Protestant

men of letters such as Matthias Claudius (1740-1815), Gerhb.rd.t
‘Torstecgen (1693-1769), Jung Stilling (1740-1817), and the Swiss,
Johann Caspar Lavater (1741-1901) was sufficient to cause Sailer's
~ orthodoxy to be impugned. " The Jésuits at Augsburg succeeded in .
- appointing a commission of investigation into the teaching met'h_o&s
at Dillingen and in 1794 Sailer was suspended by the Court of .

~ Enquiry on grounds of being tainted by the Enlightenment and of
intriguing with the Illuminati y & Masonic seot which flourished

in Bavaria. Sailer went into retirement to the Castle of
Ebersberg outside Munich, the Gramd Priory belonging to the
Knights of Malta, where he devoted his time to writing books

which had a wide circulation., In 1799 under the liberal Elesctor
Max Joseph I (1799~1825) he was re-appointed Professor of Pastoral.
‘Theology in the newly constituted University at Landshut, a’

. position he held u.ntil his conseoration as coad jutor .Blshop of
Regensburg in 1822, ' ' T
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' Deebly religious and strongly contemplative in character, :
friendly towards Pretestants and the mystical movements which
arose at ‘the turn of the century, Sailer as a teacher of theology
attempted to get back to the Early Church and stiressed not so -
much dogma'as the inner life and care of souls.. He had a
marked influence on the rising generation of yourg clergy and o

was known by his contemporaries as the German Fénelon.

‘l"[e.rtin Boos, the subject of the biography, who had preceded
Gossner both at Augsburg and Dllllngen, described Sailer and’ hlS
.influence in the follomng terms :-

"I have ca.rried on a correspondence with him (sailer) for
upwards of thirty years for I studied under him in the

University of Dillingen between the years 1780 to 1790.

" Even.. during that period he won my whole heart and
confidence as he did that of the ma.jorify of his pupils. . .
On being separated from him and beiﬂg devoted to the —
Pastoral Office I invarisbly spplied to him as a young

"ecclesiastic, in every difficult case whlch occu.rred to
me in the discharge of my. pastoral i‘unctlons, and requested .

~ his advice and 1nstruct10ns on how to act, as did. almost
all vho had studied under h:un, a.nd he never refused them

(1)

to any."

Gossner commenced his two years! course of Philosophy and Physics

" at Dillingen in 1791. -Of all the influences which were at work

- in the University he fourd the wrltlngs of the Swiss Divine and '
poet La.va.ter(2 )most congenial to his own. .Shortly before his

l. J. Gossner.- op.clt. Pe 374.

‘2e¢ Johann Caspar Lavater 1741-1801. Swiss Protestant Divins, Poet
" and Philosopher. A friend .of Goethe. Known as the Prophet of.
Zurich. A Pietist and hymn writer he was a persuasive preacher .
who opposed confessionalism - 'the true church is the aggregate

of all people possessed of Christ: there are many paths into

the premnce of Christ'., A great Swiss patriot, he was shot
' wﬁhout provocation by a French Grenadier but died refusing to -

ontify his murderer.



12,

.‘death Gossner spoke of Lavaﬁer'and fhe_abiding influsnce which -

- he had exerted on him as follows s«

"Lavater and I were meant for each other, No other person
exerted such an influence upon me as Lavater. I was-so .
united with him in spirit that after his death I still had
him near me as though he were still alive and, as it were, .
lived with him and he with me. "(1)

In 1794 Gossner moved to the Clerical Seminary at Ingolstadt for
- his three year course of Theology during which time he received

the four Minor Orders, followed by those of Sub=Deacon and Deacon;

having passed his examinations with first-class honours he was

ordained priest on October 9th. 1796 at the age of twenty-thres.

- Following his Ordination Gossner spent one term in Pfaffernhausen
‘at ‘the General Seminary belonging to the Diocese of Augsburg, i
" after whioh in Jarumary 1797 he was appointed Chaplain to

Stofferreid, a village near his home, where he stayed only nine
months; . he then moved to a meighbouring village, Néubgrg,-where
he remained from September 1797 until November 2lst 1798.
Outwardly Gossner presented the appearance of the clever young
priest whose beliefs were tinged with the rationalism of the day.
In a discussion with one of hls:frlends ‘concerning Lavater's
teaching that mankiqd is in need of the influence of higher
powers and help, Géésnar retorted that he in no way felt the need
for such help - 'I anm satiSfied'wifh my rational religion'. His
immer search after peacé of soul is feflected more- truly in this
prayer which he entered in his diary at Stoffenreid on September
19th, 1797. |

. 1. H. Lokies, Johannes Gossmer. Ein Bekemner und Diensr

Jesu Christi. 1956. DpeTe..
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"I ha.ve" gairéd a lqt of experience; for fourteen years have had -
. many teachers anl have always learned from them. I have used
up my money, my strengﬁh and my time and everything else possible,
‘and yet it has not heZ-L'ped' me. I have spent all in vain, used
all for nbthingl. 'My-tea.'chers have taught me much, but .the one
necessary thing no-one has taught mes Now I turn to you, Loxd
Jesus Christ. Be you now my only teacher, have mercy upon me,
'destroy'the works of human iea.rning and wisddm, et emitte Spiritum
tuum, docentem omnem veritatem, ut fides mea non sit in sapientia
hominum sed in virtute Dei. Jes_i;\s, Son of'David, be my teacher

and accept me as your pupil. Amen. "(1)

‘The answer to Gossner's prayers and the fulfilment of his spiritual
‘quest came in discussion with two young -fellow priests after he had

moved to Neuburg. On November 1lth 1797 Johan Evangelista

La.ngermayz;, ‘Chaplain of the Cathedral in Augsburg, and .

Sommer, two friemds who had been influenced by the movement of

revival in,Soﬁth Bavaria known as the Awakening, met Gossner in his

house. In the lengthy discussion which followed, Gossner was

prompted to exclaim, confessing his own failure - 'It is man who is

g0 unfaithful’. To this his friend, Sommer, replied, paraphrasing

the text 'If we .are faithless yot he remaineth faithful' (2 Tim.2
"Yes, the Lord must be faithful, the Loxd himself",

The spiritual revolution vhich had taken place in both St. Paul

" and Martin Iuther's attitude to God worked the same course in

Gossner as he pondered on this text. . Instead of attempting to
earn God's favour by works of piety he began to understand .God's
faithfulness towards men; he perceived that instead of works,
he must humbly believe and accept God's grace; for the first
time Gossner saw himself as ome on whom God works in mercy and

forgiveness - his own efforts now seemed worthless. .

1. H. Lokies. Op.cite pells
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The Awakening in South Bavaria 1789.

"-Cossner experience& a deep spiritual conversion as a result of.
this discussion and he was thus brougﬁt into contact with the
“revival known as fhe Awakening which was spfeading in South Bavaria
at this time.. Amongst the young priests who had studied unQér
Sailer at Dillingen, Martin Boos (1762-1825) was the gifted.
preacher who was_respbnsiﬁle.fof the spiritual revival_which
“"commenced in 1789 amongst the Catholic congregations in

Gr8nenbach, Wiggensbadh and Séeg in the provinces of Kempton

and Allglu,

In early life, Boos, like Luther before him, had wearied himself
.with penances, spiritual mortifications and ascetic exercises.

As a student under the Jesuits, Boos described his experiences 3= ’

© "I gave myself an immense agount of troubie to lead a truly -
pious life, I lay for years together even in the winter -

" upon the cold ground, though my bed stood by me. I:scourged
myself unto blood and mortified my body with a shirt of hair.’
I suffered hunger and gave my bread to the pdor. I spent

. every leisure hour in the church and cemetery. I-confessed

and communicated every week'. 1)

In 1789 at the age of 27; as a result of a visit to a dying woman
who repfoved_him for his glib assurances of the efficacy of works
of piety, Boos experienced a profound conversion. Follwing this
splrltual crisis his gifts as a preacher began to araw such large
congregations to the church at Ganenbach where he was the Junlor‘
Canon that his fellow clergy out of envy procured his @1sm1ssa1.
Ho moved to the parish of Seeg in the district of Allglu, close

1. J.. Gossnaro dp.cito ’ po31
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. to the Austrian border where the Vicar, Michael Fineberg(l) was
his relative. Fineberg-had suffered the amputation of his right
leg owing to a fall from his horse, and for two.years Boos sérved
" him as his Curate. Both Fineberg and Boos were able to share_
their common experience of spiritual New Birth and in time their .
influence spread:to others in the neighbouriﬁg parishes. In
1795 Boos was given the parish of Viggensbach outside Kempten
where during 1795 and 1796 he came into contact with groups of

~ devout people in the villages of Iller and Wartach who were
fulfilling their rellglous ob11gat10ns accordlng to accepted

" Roman Catholic practie -

. "These people were euiet, devout, regerded by the world ae
- over=-scrupulous, righteous over'mﬁcﬁ, as people who could

| ngver cdnfess enough nor pray enough, who carried their piefy
te extremes . They undertoock pilgrimages; inscribed themselves

. in every order and fraternity, imposed upon themselves every
kind of burden and penance, and whenever they heard of a

" confessor that was more strict and zealous than others} they
hastensd to him, however far they might have to .gc.'. By '
these means they 1ncessant1y sought, with ardent desire, the:
rest of thelr burdened souls but nowhere could find elther

rest or peace"

1. JohamiMichel Fathamiel Fineberg (1751-1812). A novice in

© the Seblety of Jesus before the suppression of the Order in
1773. Professor in the Gymnasium of St, Paul in Ratisbon-
1775« Professor of Rhetoric and Poetry at Dillingen,

" suspended together with Sailer in 1793. Parish priest of
Seeg 1793-1805, ' Parish priest of V¥hringen 1805-1812. He

‘made a translation of the Now Testament .into German in
conjunction with Wittmari, the Regens of the Seminary at.
Ratisbon, and was regarded as a model parish prlest by his
Superiors. - )

‘24 J._Gossner;j'op;oit. Pel6.
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| By means of Boos' ministry and especially owing.to hiS'preaching;
these pious groups of individuals expgriencéd conversion followed
by speaking with tongues or Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Both
~clergy and laity were moved by this Awakening and they took the
_ name of 'Erweckten Brilder - The Awakened Brethren'. In
‘September 1876 a meeting was held in Fineberg's vicarage at Seeg
at which Boos, Fineberg and his curates Bayr and Siller were
présent; all of them ha& experienced conversion and the New Birth.
They made plans for a public preaching of the Awakening by means.
of courses of sermons to_be.delivered in each Church; the people
woere to be roused to a state of their own sins and urged to "
accept the all sufficient grace of Christ and justification by His
death, The message of the Awakening was to be presented in the
.two-fold form 'Christus pro Nobis - Christ for Us! - Christ
" suffering and dying on the Cross is that nghteousness and
Redemption from Sin which avails before God; 'Christus in Nobls -
Christ in Us' - Christ fulfilllnc, with us the Will of the Father

is our Sanctlflcatlon‘

Boosi first sermon was preachea in the Church at Wiggenébach on
YNew Year's Day 1797, where it was followed by scenes of extra-

ordinary spiritual excitement followed by a deep conviction of sin.

1. The topics agreed upon as subjects for sermons show the
_ character of the preaching which brought about the Awakenlngs
in South Bavaria:-
"le All Men are sinners..
2. No-one can make himself righteous.
30 Wo are justified and saved by our faith in the Son of God.
4. Good works although they do not save yet must not be
omitted.
5 Faith is a cordial and vital confldence in God.'
" 6. The forgiveness of sins is gratuitous from grace alone.
" T+ By Christ justification comes to all since Christ died for all.
8. Every sacrament received by addults without faith is of
little or no use. :
" 9. Thé Law does not justify us, but it contlnues as a sacred
. rule. It is a bright mirror which reveals to us our sin.
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"After such an awakening as this they all went to the priest,
confessed their sins and received both ministeriai and
ecclesiastical absolution and had a great delight in the

; frequent reception of the sacraments as well as converse
for God and good and pious men. Those who had formally

been given to drunkeness, gamingi lust, covetousness, anger,
ﬁatred, malice or any other vice practised it no longer, and
exhibited at once, a.completely nsw mind and conduct both
inﬁardly and outwardiy so that everyone éqw and observed
that a change of the whole man bad takén place qithin. 1

The Awakéning spread like a spiritual fire as person after person
in the small groups was influenced; it seemed as though one live
‘coal klndled another, resulting in religious ecstacy, changed

lives and an atmosphere of intense splrltual exultation and Joy.

. At this time Boos was still living in the vicarage at Seeg. fn”
Februéry 1797 without any prior warning the Jesﬁits in Augsburg,
- alarmed at reports of_whaf was happéning in Kempten, sent an .
ecclesiastical commissary to Seeg to arrest Boos. Without
producing any aﬁthority for his action, the commissary broke
‘open Boos' writing desk and éonfiécated his letters, private
' papers and books and: escorted him to Augsburg where. he appeared
before the Court of the InQUISltlon on W bruary 10th 1797.
After an enquiry into his act1v1tleg he vas suspended from his
charge -and expelled from hié'parish at Wiggensbach, ~ In the
meantime the report'of the court procéedings-was sent to the
Bishop Elector of:Augsbufg. Booé, awaiting sentence was
~ permitted to return to Seeg where he lived with Fineberg”'
. throughout the-summer. Qn August 14th. 1797 Fineberg and his
. curates, Bayer and Siller, with.Boqs were summoned by the '

i; J. Gossner op.cit.zp.23.
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Inquisition and sentenced in Augsbﬁrg;; Fineberg and his curates
after recantihg ten erronsous propositions vare given solimry .
confinement in a convent fa- seven dayé on grounds of having
isheltered Boos and shared in his sentiments; Boos himself was
condemned to imprisonment for. é year .and a day in the House of
Correction in G8ggingen, outside Augsburg, vihere only clerical _

fools, mad men and crlmlnals were lodged.

After completing eight months of the senténce, durihg which time

he succeeded in converting the prison goaler, Fr. Hoffman; Boos .

was permitted at his own rgéuest to retufn to Augsburg vhere he

was confined within the city walls, but permitted to live in a °

" house of his own. He was placed. urder the direction of the -
'Sénior of the Capuchins who was ordered to prepaie a course of

- theological studies for him to undergo. In 1789, frustrated

beyond endurance, he absconded and fled from Augsburg moving

. (as a-fugitive) from place to place, meanvhile carrying on

‘correspondenée with his friends. The Police were ordered to

find and arrest hims Boos spent soms time with Winckelhoffer,

a priest who lived iﬂ'Mhnich, and who also belonged to the

~ .Awakenad Bfethrén; in Ratisbon he was sheltered by the Recevéprs,'

a strict'ﬁioqs Protestant commuhit& who had been expelled ffom

France. In December 1798, worn out by his life as a %gitiVe,

Boos reappeared voluntarily before ‘his judges at Augsburg and

submitted to belng sentenced again to confinement within the Cluy

- walls. In.Apr11-1799 he was finally banlshed.from Bavaria and

took refuge in Upper Austria under the jurisdiction of the liberal

* Bishop of Linz who appointéd_him to the large and'imporfant parish

of Gall New Kirchen. Here Boos was able to work with the support

and protection of his diocesan ﬁishop for the next fifteen.years. .

‘The Awakening in Bavaria preached by Boos,. Fineberg: and other
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converted pfiests numbered at least 7,060 souls by the time of
Boos' banishment, and in Augsburg alone there were 50 ihdividuals
.who had experienced the New Birth. It was to fhio movement of
‘the Spirit that Gossner now deliberately Joined himself. In
November 1798 the year of Boos' secret wanderings and a year
after his own conversion, Gossner. left his ‘parish at Nouburg to .
take Boos! place as one of Flneberg s assistants at Seeg. He
remained there until April 1801 when_he was appointed Chaplain

" to the Cathedral in Augsburg. '

Augsburg was an Imperial Free City and although .nominally the
Josuits had been_supprésséd they still continued toLpowerfully
uphold the clerical government of the Elector Bishop, Clement

© Wenceslaus, Prince of Saxony and Poland (1768-1812). Referred

to by the Awakensd Brethren as 'Jerusalem', which in the days of
Christ was the seat of the Supréme Court, Augsburg on account of
the Court of the inquisifion wags similarly regarded as the
stronghold of the same persecuting pover. Gossner had spent

much time at Seeg reading and studying the works of St. Augustins. -
and his preaching at Augsburg quickly brought him to the notice -of
" the Jesuits. The Motto of the Avakening 'Christus in Nobis' was
contrary to accepted Roman Catholic teaching of iChristﬁs extra -
. Nog! and @ossner's insistence on living faith and justifioation-
without works was simllarly at variance with much popular teachlng
on the necessity for Confession and Penance. Throughout Bavaria
it was the custom .for Absolution Fostlvals t0. be regularly held
and Jubiloe Years of Absolution celebrated when both laity and
clergy alike went on pilgrimage to gain remission of their sins.

. As it had been said of Boos, so it was said of Gossner -

"He brought many souls to Chrlst vhile others only broubht
them to the Conf9351ona1 . He honoured his Saviour. while
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others adored the Wafer"

. -

* Within twelve months of his arrival in Augsburg the Jesuits
succeeded in summoning Gossner before the Inqulsltlon, and on
March 13th 1802 an enguiry was comménced into his teachlngs and
writings. The Inquisition sat in the same hall in vhich the
Protestant Reichsfande had proclalmed their Faith in 1530.(2)

The Jesuits had intercepted Gossner's correspondence and the
enquiry took the form of investigation and cross examination on

95 propositions relating to the theological interpretation of
_'Christus in Nobis' and Justification by Féith. It was Gossner's
contention throughout the trial which closed on June 21st 1802

" that he was being loyal to the teaching of the Catholic Church,
:After recanting certain propositions, Gossner was suspehﬂed and
sntenced to iﬁprisonment in-the House of Corréction at Gdggingen

~ vhere Fr. Hoffman, the Warder, received him kindly as a friend and
. - disciple of Boos. His imprisonment lasted only a matter of weeks
and following his release Gossner travelled to Linz to visit Boos
in his parish at Galle On his return to Baveria the sentence of
suspension from all ecclesiastical duties was still in force and

- Gossner found himself unable to gain employment.,

Political events in Bavarih.weie now to change Gossner's_whble

" ministry for the better. In 1799 the Elector Maximilian IV

Joseph, a Liberal who was.fully in sympathy with France and French
1deals, had succeeded to the tnrone after the repre591ve reactlonary
rule of the Elector Charles ! heodore. Bavaria, impoverished and -

- in no position to resist the demands of Austria, took the fleld -
‘'when in 1800 the French armies commenced hostilities. On

'December 2nd 1800 at the Ba‘btle of Hohenl:.nden the French General '

1. J. Gossner op.cit, Preface p.xiii

2, The Diet of Augsburg. June 20th 1630. The Iutheran Confession
of Augsburg was presented to the Emperor Charles V by the
Prdestant Princes. . .
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Moreau defeated the combined armies of Austria and Bavaria.

Bavaria subsequently lost the Palatinate and was fineds In 1803
by Napoleon s drastic remodelllnu of the’ German states Bavaria in
- compensation for the loss of the Palatlnate was awarded bishoprics

and cities which included that of Augsburg.

The Elector and his Chief Mihister, Coupt.maximilian Joséph
Mbntgelaéd759—1838) commenced reforms which were avowedly anti-
clerical in spirit; Abbeys, Mbnasterieé and Convents had their
lands secularised, the clergy were stripped of their privileges
and the Jesuits ceased to hold influence at Court.. In the
reforms of the Church pronoted by the Government, Gossner as a
victim of the Jesuits was awarded the Parish of Dirlewang, one

0of the largest and best in Bavaria.

-Tﬁe Years at Dirlewang 1803-1811.

.':Secu;e urder the Government's protection Gossner spent the years :
of the Napolsonic Wars from 1803 to 1811 as vicar of Dirlewang.
He was able to continue the work begun by Boos and Finebergz in
Kémpten and Allgﬁu amongst his om parlshloners, and now for the
first time he came into contact mth Protesta.nts who wers members
. of the 'Doutsch Christentums-gesellschaft ~ The German Christian
Fbllowship'(l)which had its headquarters at Basel in Switzerland. -

1. The German Christian Fellowship had been founded at Basel in
1780 by Johann August Urlsperger (1728-1806)_who from 1756 to
1776 had been the Lutheran Dean of Augsburg. Urlsperger's
. original intention in gathering together active promoters of pure
doctrine and true godliness had been to combat the rationalistie
theology of the day by developing a new biblical basis for the
doctrine of the Trinity. Through his father k& had close links :
with Halle and the Pietists, notably Hermann Francke* (1663-1727), =
and the Fellowship soon exhibited the same practical philanthopic
-.character as that of the Halle Pietists. Monthly meetings were
held at which careful minutes were kept when, after prayer and
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The confact between Gossner at Dirlewan'.g,F and Spittier, the
Secretary of the_Fblléwship, in.Basel vas typical of'the

‘richness and diversity of background to be found in the
Fellowship. Gossner and Spittler became more than friends - -
they were'like brothers = an attraction of opposites: Gossner
‘was quick tempered, brusque, often rude, but very genial, hearty -
andlsincére with a quick and infectious seﬁse of humour.so'that
no-one could be angry vith him{qu long, "Spittler vho was )

from Vimsheim in Wilrtemburg was serene, quiet, a mystic.

‘reading of the scriptures, letters from friends in the same cause
were read and plans for joint activities -for the glory of God were
made . At an early stage a religious magazine was published in
German with the title 'Gatherings for Lovers of Christian Truth! .
. in which edifying anecdotes, answers to prayer, manifestations
of the righteous judgment of God ard Christian biographics were
printeds The German congregation of the Savoy in London were
the earliest of the international members of the Christian
Fellowship who were soon to be found in many of the different --
states of Germany, notably Miremburg, Stuttgardt, Frankfurt,
TUbingen, Flensberg, Helberstadt and Dresden as well as in
Amsterdam in Holland. The Fellowship survived the Napoleonic
Wars unimpaired by the hostilities and gave the impulse to the
founding of the Basel Ifission in 1815. Thoroughly ecumenical
in outlook it embraced amongst its members Moravians, Mennonites,
Anglicans , Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Reformed. From 1795 . -
to 1801 Karl Friederich Adolph Steinkopff (1773-1859) was
appoimted as Secretary; after he moved to london to take charge
of the Imtheran Chapel of the Savoy his place was taken by
Christian Friederich Spittler (1782-18678. |
* August Hermann Francke (1663-1727). lecturer at Leipzig 1685.
" Appointed Professor at Halle 1692, He founded a school,
orphanage, printing press and dispensary, making Halle a
centre of Pietism,. practical philanthropy and Christian
Social Servicee. _ ‘ ' '
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' Throug}.i Fellowship contacts in Basel Gossner was introduced to
‘the Moravians at Herrnhut and he made use of their Hymn-book
. and msungsbﬁch - (Da'ﬂ.‘y Text Book) in his own parish. In 1803

Ida Bauberger came to Dirlewang as- Gossner's. héuéekeeper and
remained with him as his 1_i_fe-1onig-companion and complfmentary
partner for fifty years: after his death at Berlin in 1858 '

Gossner was later buried with Ida in the same grave. " Although -

he was_' often in doubt as to whether or not he should merry,

Gossner remainsd celibate all his life, and Ida undertook the

women's work in each place where he lived.

In 1806 the plague broke out in Dirlewang and Gossner visited

'a.ss_iduously throughout his parish feeding forty to fifty people

_ 'd'a.iiy in his vicarage kitchen. . These years were mémorable_owing'

to the small company of priests who came. to visit him and who

together formed a common rule of life - Sailler,,. now Professor at
Landshut, Fineberg, Langenmayr and Bajr; they were years of

deepening spiritual insight and of growing. abilitjr. as a preacher,
Diring the winter of 1808/1809 Gossner fell ill, and although .
hé.rdly recovered by Holy Week, he conducted the services for Good
Friday and Easter; shortly afterwards he collapsed. His illness - -
was diagnosed as consumption and he made plahs to .i'esign his '
pai-ish. At this very time circumstances in Basel affecting the
future of - the Fellowship and of Spittler as its Secretary opened
‘the way for Gossner to fulfil a,unique roles Towards fhe end of

.' 1809 Spittler as a citizen of Wrtemburg became eligible for

conscription in Napoleon's army which was preparing to invade
Ruésia_; he made .plans for Gossner to0 ‘move to Basel to take over
the work as-Secretary of th-e, Followship during his absence.
Gossner obtained leave of absence for- six months' and left the

Parish in. the hands of his friend Xavier Bayr; he hai received

! paésport for four months stay in Switz_erla.nd,' and on February
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15th 1810 he left Dirlewang to take over the position as Sécretary.
A vacancy in the Editor's office which could be filled by a Roman

éatholic without any difficulty was the official reason for his

T Jjourneye. Spittler had intended that Gossner should travel

through Virtemburg to Zilrich and Basel, meeting and staying with -
Fellowship Yembers en route, but Gossner decided to go direct by

the shortest road.

- On May 12th 1810 Spittler left for the army and Gossner commenced
his duties; he led Bible studies on the Epistle to the Romans,
edited tracts and wrote articles for the Fellowship magazine

vhile af the same time conducting all the official corresbondence.
The visit to Basel, however, was accompanied by a deep spiritual

" crisis concerning loyalty to his own Church.. Gossner stayed on
in Bagsel after Spittler's ﬁnexpected return, since a horror of
returning to Bavaria vhere his sworn enemies the Jesﬁits, though
no longer powerful, were still working for his downfal;'oppressed ’
‘his spirits. He had reached the stage of formally applying in
writing to become a Protestant when in conversation with.a

Moravian Brother the issue was suddeniy clarified -

"In Basel I ﬁgnted to become a convert to the Evangelical

" Church when a Moravian Brother said to me -
'Reverend Sir, I don't kmow what it is you are wanting here.
Don't renounce the blessing from thé Catholic church'..

'As I walked in the city the paving stones seemsd to say to me
'"What are you doing here?' _ | B '
I returned to Bavaria and indeed there came a blessing.h(l?-

l. H. Daltoﬁ" Johannes Gossner. Friedeman 1898; P.138,
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. The Years in Munich 1811-1819.

-.Gossner's'fears, though real, failed to deter him from returning.

to Bavaria and he accepted a small bénefice in Munich, the capital,.
where at the erd of August 1811 at the age of 38 he commenced his
minigtry in the Church of Our Lady. - 't was here that Gossner
began to establish his great réputation as a preachef. Since
there were virtuélly no parish duties to'perform he gathered an
eclectic congregation from all over the city, taught Latin in one

of the schools and began the work which came closest to his heart,

‘a new translation of the New Testament into German. On Surdays

' people came in crowds to hear him preéch. Gossner described his

congregation as follows i

WBarons, Officials, Secretaries of State, Officers, Soldiers,
Ladies, Artists, Students, Doctois, Actors,'Ballet Dancers,
Theatrical Workers, Court Musicians, Burghers, Merchants, -
Domestic Servants, Butchers, Hospital Assistants and ihvalids -
‘in short, men of all classes hear with pleasure. and gratitude
the Gospel of Him who was crucified for their sins and they
strike up with me the hymn - 'To the Lamb All, yea All, is due'.
They are certainly not equally aflame and equally alive in the
faith, but as everywhere - some’more, some less; but our hope
is for 211 in Him who is the one Saviour and Friend of sinners.
And some are truly firm and strong in Him and are also
'inﬂluehcing others.(l) j' |

Gossner conﬂencéd holding meetings on week-days in the large
Elizabeth Church where hé introduced his congregation to the
Hymn-book and The Losungsbiich of .the Moraviaens and to the magazins
of the Christian Fellowship; Bible readings and excerpts from the

magazine were read, expositions of scriptural passages took place

1. H. lokies. op.cite. p.38
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and ex tempore prayers were iﬁterspersed with hymns and songs
accompanied by musical instruments. -Gossﬁer meanvhile continued
to write tracts énd with the prospect of publishing his wversion
'.of.the New Testameni.he was able to.correspond vith Steinkopff
the Foreign Secretary of the Britigh and Foreign Bible Societyzll,
vho from June to Decomber 1812 made a tour of the Continent

which included Sweden, Denmark and Germany. Steinkopff had been
'commissioned to assist the work of the Society on the Qontinent;
he was able to present Gossner with a private donation of £25 to
further the circulation of New Testaments among poor Catholics
and from this time onwards Gossner and he became regular

. correspondents. 2

.ip'léIS Gossner was able to publisﬁ tén thousand copies of his

- New Testament. Prior to pﬁblication he.iequésted_and received
the formal appréval of the Vicariate-General of the_Bishop;ic of
Freising near Munich which.-he printed -on the inéide.cover of his
‘Testamentss In the Bible Society Report for 1816'Steink9pff
noted =

T was truly sorry to find in this edition some notes annexed’y
which few as they were, rendered it 1mpractlcable for me to aid

" .the circulation of this edltlon, but. as a second will soon
‘become necessary I promised £100 on condition that all notes
should be 1oft out."'?

“In a letter to Steinkopff Gossner acknowledned the grant of £100

' promlqlng ‘that in future he would conform to the Society's ruling _-
and omit all notes from the text;. he. included hig ovn reactions

to the publicatién and sale of his New Testament in Munich =

l. Karl Stelnkopff was elected Forelgn Secretary at the inaugural -
meeting of the Brltlsh and Foreign Bible Soc1ety, Mardh 7th 1804

2¢ B. & F.B.S. Annual Report 1813 p.451
3« Be & F.B.S. Annual Report 1816 p.l52
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"The new edition of the Testament has been received with
goeneral épprobation and has met with so rapid a sale that
3,000 copies were disposed of within six weeks. I observe
in this city a ‘great and heart-felt joy at the publication
of this'work even in persons among vwhom I scércely éhould
- have expected ite Some citizens fetched vhole dozens for
' distribution; some have purchased hundreds. The Vicar-
General of Constance, Baron de Wessenberg, ordered 2,000
copies at once. ?he edition pleases on account of the.
legible types, great accuracy and agreement with the - -
original. I hawe determined'immeaiately to print a second..
edition oﬁ standing tjpes in which.all notes shall be entirely
left out.n(L) | o

" The Italian Céurt Chaplain, Anton Joseph Sambuga who was an .
. o ' W
inveterate enemy of Gossner, now began organising opposition te
' Munich to the 'Sect of the Pietists!'.

In Fébruary 1816 the Society voted Gossrer £200 to finance the
printing of his second edition and in his letter to Steinkopff,
dated March 8th, Gossner voiced the fears which he. had been hiding

ever since his arrival in Munich -

"T must furthér repeat what i informed yoﬁ of last month that

. I was in dréad of 2 furioﬁs persecution which might havg been.
very detrimental to the Word of Gode It was, as I know to

. a certainty, determined upon Ey our goﬁernment to apprehend

me and M. Lindle'2)
any longer of acting any further and to destroy entirely the
Sect of the Pietists, as they call it, but God who dirscts

, the clergyman, and to render us incapable

1; B. & F.B.S. Ebreigh Cprreépondence Book ﬁoo 3¢ 1815, p.l27

2. Tgnatius Lindle 1774-1845.- Pérish priesf of Grundremmingen
near Dillingen. He joined in preaching the Awakening in
Allg#u having strong millenarian beliefs.
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everylheart and governs the hearts of Kings like rivers 6f
- waters said - 1Tt is ny de31re that it shall not succeed' )
I now hear that the Min_ster has not ratlfled the Decree of
the Government but regected it, giving them to understand at
the same time that they should not meddle in such matters. "(1)
Montgelas in upholding the. principle of religious toleration was
to powerfully support Gossner during the rémaining years of his
influence as Minister in Munich. That the fear of persecution
" and disapproval from his superiors was 1o empty threat became
clear vhen on June 29th 1816 Pople Pius VII addressed a Papal

-j_Rescrlpt to the Metropolitan of Poland adv1a1nd him on methods

for combatlng both the spread of Blble Societies and the
Zdlstrlbutlon of the Scriptures. This was followed on Septeﬂber
3rd, 1816, by a Monitory Brief addressed to the Catholic
‘Metropolitan of Russia, Stanislaus, Archbishop of Mbhlleff, in
'St. Petersburg, reproving him for his action in supporting the
work of the Russian Bible Society which had been corstituted in
St. Petersburg in January 1813, Thg governments in Austria and
Hungary in obedience to thg Papal directions prohibitea the
formation of Bible Societies' within their provinces. ' From this
tine onwards opposiﬁion to the free circulation.of the Scriptures
- in Bavaria became a political issue as the governmenx ¥%ielded to

or opposed pressure from Rome,

Pope Pius VII on his return from captivity in France, by the Bull .
- 'Sollicitudo omnium ecclesiarum' promulgated on August 7th 1814 .
had restored the Society of .Jesus. The Jesuits were held
responsible for promoting Ultramonﬁﬁne policies in all Catholic
countries and direction from Rome henceforth.became a factor in
the politics of all CGerman statess In order to silence the
growing opposition to his'activities in Mﬁnich, Gosénsr decidéd

-, to appeal direct to ﬁhe'Minister and to the Crown Prince. Ina

1. B. & F,B;S. Foreign Correspoh&encelBook No. 5 - 1816. Mhich 8th. :



29.

letter to Steinkopff dated October 20th 1816 he ‘described his

reception by Montgelas as follows -

"The Minister's ansver was that protéctio’n would be granted
me as much as the laws would allow but he had still a . |
suspicion that I was connected with a Secret Society or
vith Protestants, particularly in England. He was pleased
that T had made application to him and furnished him with
an 0pen.and unziisguised statement of my object for he

_ dreaded nothing more than secret societies who stood in |

connection with foreign countries'.

Gossner had requested permission to dedicate the Secoﬁd Edition
~of his Now Testament to ILudwig, the Crown Prince 1) ; he received

the follom.nc, reply by return of pogt :-

"I have had the pleasure to receive youx Obllgln_, letter, ‘
together with the last edition of your New Testament. If
every friend of Christianity feels it his duty to promote
by all the means in his power uhe general dlssemlnatlon of
the Word of God s and consequently the knowledge of true
Christianity, how sacred ought- such an undertaking to appear
in the eyes of Princes! How welcome to them every measure
that may tend to promote in the speediest and most effec'b’ua.l
manner the attainment of so exalted an object} '
Considered in this point of view, you.r endeavours to promote
the knowledge of the Christian religion by means of your New
Teste,ment meet with MY UNQUALIFIED _APPROBATION and as an
acknowledgment of my gratitude for the transmission of a
copy of it to me, I beg your acceptahce of a gold medal as
a-pledge of the sinc.erity- of the se_ntiments wi'-th'which,

- I remain yours .

October 5th 1816, IEWIS  Crown Prince 2)

1.. Ludv-ig I, He succeeded to the throne in 1825 and abdicated in’ '
favour of hlS son Maximilian II in-1848.

2. B. & F.B.S. Correspondence BooP No. 5 1816. October 20th.
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By the same letter -Gossner informed Ste'i_nkopff of the new
opportunities presented to him for the circulation of his New

Testament 'in the wards of fhe Eliza;beth-Hospital in Munich -

"By the wonderful intervention of Providence this blessed
book is now in this Metrobolis in the hands of some of the _
‘nobility and gentry vho never thought of it before. The

- Lord has also been pleased to make a way for my entrance
into the Gensral Hoépital. There are seven or eight nurseé

. belonging to it who have been converted to the trué faith;
they came to me, I recommended them the persusl of the New
Testament and presented them with it. They read it, were
rejoiced and astonished and requested- some for '-bhe use of
the sick., I felt the greatest ple.asure in being able to
supply them. By means of these pious nurses; each \":e._rd

~ is now supplied with several -'copies whi_ch the sick peruse

. with thanks and gladness." 1)

(1) B. & F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence Book No. 5 October 20th 1816.
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The year 1817 op_emd with the news that. the Goveérnment in support

of the Papal policy had forbidden the fornation of a Bible Society
in Bavaria. Gossner comforted himzelf with the thought that as

his Testament had received the 'imprimatur' of the Vicariate-~
General of Freising he could not be accused of acting againsn
authority. Under the rnew regulations only Protestants .through |
their Deans were‘to be allowed to collect nmongy for and distribute -
Bibles under police sﬁpervisiono Gossner issued a word of caution

in his letter of January 15th 1817 -

"I earnestly intreat you by all means to prevent it being
publicly told or published in print what-you bestow upon

me and other Catholics. Very lately a paragraph appeared

in the Public Fapers that the English Society had contributed
towards Tg edition as well as that of Mro Witnman and leander

several hundred pourds, and that through us more

- than 100,000 Bibles and Testaments had been disposed of
among'Capholics. Such things should not be publicly stated

van Ess

for here our government infers secret comnections with
England and fears danger because the very term of 'society' is

suspect".

l. George Michael Wititman 1760-1833. " Professor and Regens of
the Diocesan Seminary at Ratisbon. In conjunction with
Fineberg he prepared a translation of ithe New Testament

. which was published at Ratisbon in 1808. He founded the
Ratisbon Bible Society for the distribution of Catholic
Scriptures. (The Bible Society has no record of helping
to finance Wittman's edition of the New Testament).

Leander van Ess 1772-1847. A Benedictine monk., Professor
of Theology at Marburg. In 1807 he published his edition
of the New Testament which was later subsidised by the Bible
Society. From 1812-1827 van Ess acted as an Agent of the
Bible Society in Germany.

2. B. & F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence ‘Book No, 6 1817. January lSth.
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Following the Concordat agreed upon between the Bavarian
Government and the Holy See, on December l6th 1817 Gossner
"informed Steinkopff that he had been deprived of his.office :-

‘"The enemy has not yet succeeded here in procuring an official
prohibition of this holy work, but I am much in fear lest he
"should now'gain his point since a Papal Nuncio is now
expected to organise the Bishoprics and to instal Bishops. .
The adversary has so far prevailed as ﬁo deprive me -of my
office. I dare no longer preach the Gospel or imstruct the
youth, t1ill I am permitted to stay here ~ how long I kmow
note I work while it ig day. Twice I was tried on account
of Scripture dissemination. Lindle has been iﬁprisoned in
Augshurg since more fhan twelve weeks and sighs for his
detiverance. Very likely he will be stripped of his gown,
Vie have many adversaries but One is our friend who ;s'

within us."(1

Af the instigation of Serra Di Caéano, the Phpal-Nuncio-who had

- been résponsible'fof negotiating the Concordat of 1817, an official
enquiry was undertaken into the activities of Martin Boos, Lindle.
and Gossner,'a report of vhich was forwaried to Rome; Sailer wrote

" in support of Gossner's case but to no avails On August 22nd
184&}Gossnef vas compelled to tender his resignation to hisg
Superiors and, as an undesirabie citizen, was ordered to leave
‘Bavarian territory; his New Testament was later placed on thé

© Index and'its circulation prohibited. News of these eventé.
reached London in a letter read béfore the Committee on August
15th 1619. | | |

"The Bishops and the Vicars-General have throush the Pope's
Muncio applied to the Royal Government to order Mr. Gossner

l. B. & F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence Book No. 7 1817 December 16th
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to. remove from Mumich in which case he means to accept an
innifation from the Royal Prussian Government to become a.
teacher of religioﬁ in one of the seminaries and an -
,offidiating minister in the City of Dlsseldorf. The
-dissemindtioﬁ of the'Scrip:Eizres9 however, will still be
contimed at Munich by several -friends who will exert
themselves with zeal and integrity and es far as possible
Mr. Gossner will co-operate with thema"-% '

Banished from Bavaria Goséngr moved to Disseldorf which_sincé 1815
had been annexed to Prussia. He obtained employment as a teaéher :
and preached in the church of St, Maximiliang he was able to '
combine Biblical teéching'ﬁith his general duties and wrote on
"October 23rd 1819 -

. "T have been in this city near on two months and by the grace
of God find myself plabed in an extensive sphere of usefulness
enjoying the privilegé of preaching the Cospel of Christ. In °
addition to this, I am authorised to instruct the schdlars-in
one of ouxr pubiiq seminaries, in religion, and thé great
point at which I aim is to make them acquainted with the Bible;
hitherto the& have bfoved vory attentive. I presehtéd each
with my copy of thé New Testament which they-receivgd-with the-

utmost joy and bring with them to lectures., that vhile I am -

"ls Be & F.B.S.Correspondence Book 1819 August 15th.

Note:~ During his years at Manich Gossner had bheen sble to
print five editions of his Few Testament for which he had
received in grants from the British and Foreign Bible Society
over £1800 towards experses. Up to the year 1832 his New
Tostament continued to be reprinted regularly in Germany
.vhere in spite of the official prohibition.from Rome it had
a wide circulation. In 1837 Gossner presented the types to
the Prussian Bible Society who in 1841 presénted them as a
marke of  their gratitude and esteem to the Bible Society in
London. . : ) Co

B. & F.B.S. Annual Reports 1837, 1841..
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pointing out the fundamental doctrinesof religion they may
See wi.th their owm eyes vhat is contained in the Scriptures."(l)
~ Gossner continued to correspond with the Bible Society in London
and ‘further nevis of the violent mésures adopted by opponsnts of
the Biblg in Dlsseldorf were reported _in a letter dated April -

. 20th 1820. |

"A very strong opposition to the dissemination of the
Scriptures has been manifested by the monks and Jesuits
vho have publicly denounced the Bible as an ifnproper bo'ok
to be read by the common people, many of whom have p'lven
up their copies to the Jesuits who have burnt them, The
~ students however and some of the people of education remain
|  unmoved by the violent attacks and would not surrender their .

. Testaments, "(2

In the same letter Gossner informed the committee that he had
réc_eivéd an invitation from the Czar Alexander I to take charge
of a congregation in St. Petersburg amd that, as his own -
activities in Disseldorf had been drastically curtalled he

intended acceptln._, the 1mnua.u10n.

‘1. B, & F.B.S. Report 1820 p.158
2. ' B. & F.B.S. Mimite Book 1820 May 15th.
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' The Years in St. Petersburg 1820-1824.

In the early summer of 1820 at the age of A7 Gossner made the
journey to St. Petersburg, the Russian capital, to take up his
.duties as Chaplain to the Priory Church of the Knights of Malta.
The Czar Alexander I (1777-1825) had issued this invitation and
it was under the patronage of the Czar_that'Gossner spent the
years 1820 to 1824, ' o

The Russian aristocracy since before the reign of the Empress-
Catherine the Great (1767-1796) had long been influenced by French
culture from which they had borrowed their speech, dress; and '
manners, but as an élite they had remained strangers to_Europe;

to European thought and to Western forms of Christianity. At

-the close of the 18th century a change had taken place which was .
poverfully supvorted by the positibn in European politics accordéd
to the Czar Alexander I, following the retreat of the French armies
from Moscow and the defeat of Napoleon. In the revulsion of
feeling towards the French and French atheism and materialism

which followed the Var many members of the aristocracy came under
the influence of Pietism. The Czar himself gave a lead in
-replacing_tﬁe traditional Russian suspicion of Western Christianity,
both Catholic and Protestapi, by a desire to discover a common

langusge with Christians of all Confessions and traditions.

Alexander had been broughf up in fhe French atmosphere of religious
scept;gm vhich pervaded in the Russian court. 'Eéotistic and well-
meaning, the events of the invasion of Russia by Napoleon, notably
the burning of Moscow in .Séptember 1812, produced in him a
remarkable change of heart. ﬁé became a hystic and searched

for sigrs and portents which would reveal to him the workings of
Divine'l’rovidence° In the years 1815-1820 he came under the.

influence of the Baroness Barbara Juliana von Kriidener, 1 a

1. Barbara Juliana von Kriidener. Born at Riga 1764. -Married
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member of the Baltic nobility vho at the age of 40 had herself -
been converted to Pietism by a Moravian shoe-maker in her home

at Riga, = Madame von Krldener, after visits in 1806 to Herrnhut
and Berthelsdorf where she stayed with the Mbrav1ans, met
Frederic Fontaine, a Prussian Huguénot_pastor who had formed a
liaison with HMary Kummer, an ecstaitic peasant gifl who ha& the
giffs of prophecys. Under the influence of Fontaine, Madame

~ von Krildener travelled widely in Europe addressing revivalist =
meétings and in the Spring of 1815 she suddenly presented herself
before the Czar Alexander I at His headquarters at Heilbronn in '
Wirtemberg. She is credited with inspiring in Alexander ‘the
belief that he was the 'man from the North! who was to destroy
Anti-Christ whom she designated as Napoleon. Under her
Iinfluence in Paris during September 1815 the Czar with the Xings
of Prussia and Austria formed the Holy Alliance when each

pledged ﬁo take as ‘his sole guide 'the precepts of'justicé,

Christian charity and peace's

Under the influence of the Czar. many of his entourage were
brought into touch with Pietism and the writings of European
mystics, notably the 'True Christianity' of the German Lutheran
Johann Arndt (1555-1621) were widely read. Amongst the Czar's
intimate friends Prince Alexander Galitzyn had been converted to.
Christianity through his contact with Pietist c1rcles, he was
-'-made Procurator of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church-

Baron Burchard Alexis Constantine von Krildener, Russian Minister
in Curland, 1782. Converted to Pietism at Riga in 1804. She

was dismissed from St. Petersburg in 1820 having failed to win
over the Czar to support the Greek War of Independence. She
joined a Pietist community founded under the protection of the
Princess Galitzyn at Sarata in Besserabia vhere she died in 1825,
For Madame von Krlldensr see W. Bauer. Religious life in Germany
durl the Wars of Independence. Vol. 2 Ehapter 3.
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ard Head of the dual Ministry of Edu@ation and_Religidn, being
entrusted with reforming and building up an educational system
for the Empire on religious'prihciples which would be acqeptaﬁle

.10 all Confessions,

The first meeting of the Russian Bible Society had been held in
Prince Galitzyn's house when by an Imperial Ukase of Jamary 14th
1813 Alexender had sanctioned the forming of a Society 'for the
dissemination of the 0ld and ¥ew Testaments among the professors
of foreign-churches resident ih Russié, b& enabling the less
realthy to purchase copies at a cheap rate and by supplying the
poor gratuitously. 1 . Galitzyn had been chosen and appointed the
9ociety's first-Presidenf at a meeting remarkable for its irenic
spirit, when representativeé'of widely differing Christian
traditions had been brought together for the first timeo. - Two,
Scots missionaries, John Paterson and Robert Pinkefton; members
of the Edinburgh Missionary Societywo had played a large part

in promoting the foundation of the Society described the inaﬁgural

meeting as follows :-

"It was truly delightful to see the unanimity which actuated
this aésembly, composed of Christians of the Russian Creek
Church, of Armenians, of Catholics, of Lutherans, of Calvinists,
all met for the express purpose of msking the Gospel of the =
grace of God sound out from the shorés of the Baltic to the
Eastern Ocean and from the Frozen Ocean to.the Black Sea and’
the Borders of China. ' '

I'rom the list 6f.members present at this meeting you will see
that the foundations of this Society is laid by persons of the
first rank in the Embire; by persons who count it an honour
to be able. to reckon themselves among the friends of the Bible,

and who notwithstanding their holding the. first officéé_in the
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State do not consider it unvorthy of them to promote its
circulation among théir.fellow men, being convinced of the
great good ﬁhich mﬁst arise therefrom. From the character
of-the persons who éompose the Society much may'be'reaéonably_

expected." !

In the éosmopolitan Society of the Russian capital the small
Protestant congregations were dravm chiefly from the business and
trading communities of ‘Borthern Burope; The Moravians had their

. _Bwn cdngregations urder their paétor ﬁﬁrtimer, and the Germans
Finns and Scandinavians each had their own national churches.
Following the Second Partition of Poland in 1793 and the arrival
in St, Petersburg of large numbers of exiles from the French

- Revolution, in 1798 the Roman Catholic Arch-dioceée of Mohileff
under its Hetropolitan Stanislaus Siestrencewitz (1730;1826) vias
created. In 1800 the Jesuits, many of whom under the protection -
of Catherine the Great had found rafuge in Russia, were entrusted
with the parish church of St. Catherine; following their expulsion
from St, Petersburg in 1815 the care of Roman Catholics in the

-capital was entrusted to the Dominicans.

The Knights Hospitallgrs of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem
who since their eviction from Rhodes by the Turks in 1522 had made
Malta their home granted to the Czar Paul I in 1797 the title
*Protector of.the Order of Malta's . The Czar who was an
enthusiastic admirer of the Order gfgnted to the Xnights extensive
estates in Russia, and a Grand Priory of Russia was constituted
for'Orthﬁdox Christians. One June 12fh 1798 the Grand Master,
Ferdinand von Hompesch ignominiously surrendered the island of
- Malta to Napoleon and the Order was disbanded. Many of the
,Knlghts found refuge in Rus31a under the protectlon of the Czar,

and although von Hompesch was still 1;Lv111c in retirement at

l. B. & F.B.S. Annual Report.1813. p.493
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Trieste, the refupees 1rregu1arly elected the Czar thelr Grand
Master, an action which brougntlthem a strong rebuke from Pope
Pius VI. ‘After the death of Paul, Alexarder I assumel the title
{?rotector of the Order' but left the Grand-Mastership to the
decision of the Pope . It was to the extra—pardchial Priory
Church of the Knights of Malta that in October 1819 the Czar
through FPrince Galitzyn invited Lindle, the Bavarian priest
vho for his preaching and dissemination of the Scriptures had
‘been imprisoned by the Inquisition at Augsbﬁrg. Lindle was an
impressive preacher but he proved averse to city life, and after
. less than a year in St. Petersburg he was granted pe:miséibn to
move %o Odeséa vhere he was appointed Provost to the Catholic

- cong¥ggation, amongst whom were many Italian immigrants.

t was under these circumstances that in July 1820 Gossner
journeyed to St. Petersburg to succeed Lindle as Chaplaln_to the
Priory Church of the Knights of }alta.

Soon after his arrival, on fugust 31lst 1820 Gossner was able to
attend the General Committee of the Russian Bible Society where .
he was welcomed by the Preéident, Prince Gglitzyn and met for the
first time the Civil Governor of St. Petersburg, the Catholic
Metropolitan and other distinéuiéhed lMembers s 13 Since there
were no parochial duties attached to the Maltese Priory'ﬁhe
connregatlon was perforce an eclectic one drawvn from all ounrters
of the city and attracted to Gosgner by his g1f+s as a preacher.
As a Catholic priest his only obligatory duty was the celebrating
of HMags each Sunday; he very quickly established the custom of -
congregational worship which he had already'pioneered in Munich.
In order to meet the needs of his multi-lingual and inter-
confessional’congfegétion he published a hyﬁn’book to which he

gave the name 1Selected Hymns about the Rdeeming Love' and in

1. B. & .B.J, Annual Report 1821 p.55
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co~oparation with the musician, Tscherlitzky, he also produced

a book of fdur-part songs for accompaniment bn the organ. '
Gossner preached each Sunday for an hour or more and iﬂ an early
letter dated August 22nd 1820 he described th%scope and ‘opportunity

of his new appointment -

"People of all classes - Catholics and Protestants, Greeks
and Jews, Tartars and Samojids, Kirghis anﬁ Kamtschadals ,
Swedes and Finns, Germans and French, Poles and Italians,

in short men 6f .all languages and tongues -are gathered here
and more or less all of them hear of this rumour which the
preaching of the Gospel causes. Now I have found 'my nest
vhere I.stay until the diabolic hupter or the ﬁeavenly_
'"Omnia Disponsns' chases me away or leaves me, as he pleéses.
'It is good to be here'. There is fertile soil, a large
wide field, an open door5 yes, a wide open pdrtal to a wholg.

quarter of the globe". 1

Secur{under the patronase of the Czer during the years 1820 to
1824 Gossner was able to create at the Maltese Priory the classic
type of Pietist_community which received the name of the 'Gossner-
Gemeinde = The Gossner Community'. Gossner preached each Sunday
and distributed the Holy Communion in both kinds to his
congregation., Mortimer, the pastor of the Moravians, regularly
‘brought his own corgregation to the Priory to hear Gossner's
Sermons. | Gogsner commenced bi-erkly meetings on Surday and
Thursdﬁy evenings which at- first wers held in his own house;
later the Thursday meetings were transferred to the church of St.
‘Catherine, the parish church for the Catholics in the city. The
“devout communal reading of the Bible, extempore praying and the
singing of hymns weré combined with philanthropic and social

1, W. Holsten. ° Johannes Evangelista Gossmer. Glaube und
Gemeinde Gottingen 1949 p.34. :
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schemes.which drove members of the GossnerQCommunity to engage
in practical Christiah service. The popularity of these
gatherings which followed the same pattern as the ones in Munich
soon brought Gossner into collision witﬁ'the Dominicans who
locked their church doors against him, = In 1822 the Czar was
‘able to provide Gossner and his congregation with the use of the
ballroom-in the Moskaya Palace.where the Thursday meetings.were
henceforth'regularly held with'atténdances averaging a_thousgnd
people. Johan Philip Simoh, the author of a book 'Russian Life!

described the Gossner—Community about this time -

"hen I first saw thenm they came togethe? twice a week on :
Thursdays and Sundays in a private house vhere they had a
harmonium. The Edification Hour éomprised hymns sung b& the
people and accompanied on the Harmonium. The organist for
many yeafs vas an artist called Rochstuhl, There weie
readings from the Bible and other religibus ﬁritings; They .
prayed like all other churches,:synagogues and mosques'in -
Russia for the Czar and for his family. This Edification-
Hour was contimed (after Gossner's departure) into the reign
‘of the Czar Nicholas and stili.to-day. At the end of the -
_'1820'5 I.used to visit them qﬁite often and sométimes saw
- even Generals kneeling faithfully in prayer. Everything was

said in the name of Jesus with humility." !

The regular weekday activities of the Gossner-Community were
developed along philanthropic and educational lines. Each
'_Mbnday_GOSSner went out to Smolna, one of the suburbs of Ste
Petersburg, vhere he preached his Sunday sermons a second timél
in the poor-house. : Sundéy schools were started for the children,
and the poor, éickg.blind and non-Christian inhabitants of the

city were cared for through a wide variety of benevolent schemes.

1. H. Lokies. o0pecite D47
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Goséﬁer had alfeady introduced his congregation to 'Gétherinés
for Lovers of Christian Truth', the magazine. of the German
Christian Fellowship in Basle; following the foundation of the
Basle Missionary Institution.in 1815, the Basle Mission megazine
:!Miséibn Hours! containing the reports of first-hand experiences
Sf missionary work in foreign lands was_ﬁidely read and the '
Gossner Communify nade regular collections for the'support_of

the Basle Mission.

In 1823 opposition to Gossner and his methods began to appear led
by the Archimandrite Photius, Abbot of the Konastery of St.
George, and Friederich Eheinbott, the Lutheran minister of the..
Church of St. Ann in St .Ibtersburg; ‘both the -Lutheran and
'Reformed pastors in thé city who were rationslists vere jealous
of Gossner's success and opposed to his Pietism. ?he immediate
cause of faction between Gossner and his opponents was brought
_'about by Lindle who ﬁad returned -to St.'Petersburg'from Odessa

. where hié;ministry to the Catholic congregation had finally
provoked riots in wﬁich his_churcﬁ windows viere sméshed. Lindle
was now détérminsd to break his vows as a Catholic priest, and

he requgstéd Gossner 1o perform his marriage. éessner finally
acceded to this.requegt, and after a secret marriage Lindle
returred to Sarata in Besserabia where he joined a Pietist
comrmunity fourded under the patronage of the Princess Calitzyn.
With the Birth of his fifst child Lindle_could no longer cbnceél
his clardestine marriage and the scandal which this caused.in St,
. Potersburg prompted the Czar to banish him from Russia.
Excommunicated by his own church, he returned to Germanj vinere

at ‘Leipzig he became a Protestént. He subsequently faught in
the Rhenish Mission House in Barmen, but later joined the '
Nazarenes, an anti clerical, Puritaﬁical sect with millenarian -
beliefs. - o
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. Gossner had also been implicated in Lindle's disgrace and soon

" a further cause of scandal was brought to light with the
publication in Russian of.Gossner's own Commentary on the New
Testament, first written by him in Munich. A General belonging
to the Gossner-Community bore.the expense of translating 'The
Spirit of Life and the Teaching of Jesus! into Russian which was
published in St. Petersburg in November 1823.

Cossner's opponénts[ponést the Russian clergy led by Pﬁotius

and the enemies of Prince Galitzyn led by Count Arakcheyev(lsnow.
prepared a charge of blasphémy against Gossner based on his
teaching in St. Matthew's Gogpel relating to The Bleésed Virgin
Yary and the Family of bur Lord. Gossner had commenteé as - -

"follows :-

"St, Matthew 1. verses 25.26. 3ﬂnd;Joseph-arose from his
' sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took unto him his wife; ‘and knew her not till shé had
brought forth é son.' '
After the birth of Jesus, Mary also became the mother of

. Joseph's children as our verse says. Compare Chapter .
12 v.46. 'While he was yet speaking to the multitudes -

. behold his mother and his brethren stood without, seeking
to speak with him,' " - .

If we compare Mark 6 v.7 we read Mary later had children by Joseph.
There is no proof of this - but even if it were true it is.no -
ﬁattor, since Jesus is to be born in our hnarts. Matrlmony

is a holy ordinance of God and we ought not to make common whan

God has pu;lrled.(z)

1., Count Aleksel Arakcheyev 1769—1834° Inspector General and
Minister of Waro

2. J. Gossner. Die Heiligen Schri ton des Weuen Testamentes
mit Erklirungen und Betrachtungen. Hamburg 1886
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Gossner's opponents declared that these comments constituted

a blasphemous attack upon the Perpetual Virginity of the Mother
of God., Coupled with his liberal views oh.celibacy and clerical
marriage this proved sufficient to:cause.his_Commentary to be
officially condemnsd and the whole edition together with Gossner's
portrait was publidy burnt in the courtyard of St. George's -

Monasteryo

Gossner merely commented -

"Iet .them heat the furnace and remember the Three Holy
Children in Babylon -~ on that occasion also they burnt a

lot of wood for nothinggn(l)

‘It was owing to the request of the Austrian Minister Prince

. Motternich that Gossner's ministry in St. Petersburg was finally
terminated by the Czar. Alexander had come urder IFetternich's |
influence in 1822 at the Cbngress of Verona vhen the Ministers

had decided that interference to guell revolutionafy moverents

in any one of the member states was a legitimate act.(z)'
Metternich had ﬁrged Alexander %o banish Gossner from St.
Potersburg as béiﬂg an urdesirable citizeng :fielding to the forces
" who opposed Prince Galitzym an& his circle, the Czar in April 1824
at one and the same time demanded the resignation of the Prince
:from officé, suspen&ed the Russian Bible Society and banished
..Gossner from St. Potersburg. Hews of these events were reported
under the heading 'Anti-Biblical Revolution in Russia' in the

Scottish Missionary Society Report for 1824,

"Tn consequence of the'pbwerful opposition which was raised

to the Bible Society, Prince Galitzyn its noble Président,

1. H, Lokies. opocite |
2.. Congress of Verona. October 20th 1822, Attended by
. Alexander I, Prince Metbernich and representative
 Ministers of Prussia, France and Great Britain.
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retired from that office and a Russian Admiral was appointed
in his place. ts no less excellent Secretary, Mr. Papoff,
vho visited this country about two years ago, and who was
connected with the censorship of the press, was afterwards
put on trial by the Criminal Court respecting a book which
had been published by Pastor Gossner in vhich there were
some-refiections vhich were .considered as unfavourable
to the doctrines of the Greek Church relative to the
Virgin Mary. ' ' ‘ | ' S
Pastor Cossmer himself, vho though a Catholic is said to be
a most eloguent, evangelical and useful preacher, had
previous to this been ordered away from St. Petersburg on

a few days notice."(1

1, Missionary Register. 1825, p.392;
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The Interim Years 1824-1829,.

The Awakening first preached by Martin Boos ard Fineberg in| 1876/
had continued"to spread during Gossner's absence from Bavaria and
the Awakened Brethren had increased in such numbers in the
districts of Kempten and AllgHu that the Bishop of Augsburg had
found it impossiblé'on his own authority to repress them. On
September 22nd 1823 one of the Zelanti 1), Cardinel Girolamo

Della Genga (1760-1829) a former Papal Nuncio in Germany was
elected Pope. He took the title_léo XIT and by représsing all
forms of libemlism in the Catholic Church quickly established

his policy of strengthening the loyalty of the Bishops to the See
of Peter; ‘he pronounced against Bible Societies ard the freedom
.of the Press, tightered the regulatioﬁs governing the Indéx'and
sfrongly opposed the national movements in the Catholic Church in
France, Germany and Austria. In keeping with the new policy-af
Rome, the Bishop of Augsbﬁrg in October 1823 issued a ?astoral'
Letter in which he denoﬁnced Boos and his followers as "Péeudo-
mystics" and instigated active persecution against them; 37
priests vere involved in this suppression which took place in
1824 and in an account published in the French Protestant
periodical “Archives du Chrisfianisme" Fineberg, Wincklelhoffer,
Lindle, Gossner and Boos were mentionsd by-name as leaders of the
movement.(z) ' '
Bobs had been banished from Austria in 1815 and had taken rgfuge"
in Prussia; in 1819 he was appointed vicar of Sayn-on-the-Rhine.
and although still harra~sed by his enemies he was secure under

'the protection of the PrOuestant govornm~nt. When news regched

1. The Zelanti - A Partyin Rome who supportéd the Jesuits and
advocated strengthening the Papal govermment, They vwereée
- opposed to Liberalism in both church and state.

2+ The Christian Observer. September 1827.
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him that the Awakening which he ha ad ‘preached in ‘Bavaria had been
officially condemned by the hierarcny he shrewdly interpreted

the motives of the authorities as follows 3=

. "By a spurious mysticism they understand a dengerous and
secret association which menances at once both church and

stvate",

Since 1819 the.Carlsbad Decrees(z)had been in force throughout
Germany and Police informers were‘éveryﬁhere active in détecting
and bringing to trial those suspected of anti-gﬁvernment'
sympathies; meetings and associations were banned and government
liéence was required for all public and social gatheringso Anti-
liberal parties were in the gScendant'both in the Catholic Church
" and the German states when in 1824 Gossner returned to Germany
after four years spent in St. Petersburg. On 4pril 9th 1824
Gossner preached his last sermon in the Maltese Priory, and two
days later left St. Petersburg accompanied by an escort of
Cossacks who conducted him %o the frontier. He continued his
Jjourney to Berlin'where-he arrived‘on May 29th hoping to find
protection under the Protestant Government of Prussia. Karl

von Altenstein.(1770~1840) Prussian Minister of Public Worship
dared not employ Gossner in any public capacity since he was
prohibiﬁed‘from preaching and could obtain no post in thé Catholic

Seminaries as a teacher. Affer a month's stay in Berlin Gossrer

1., J. Gossrer op.éitc Avperdix. Ietter of October 23rd 1823.

2. -The Carlsbad Decrees. In August-September 1819 at Carlsbad
under letternich's direction the Ministers of Prussia,
Austria, Bavaria, Baden and Wlritemburg sgreed to the
following repressive measures:- .

1. A censorship of the Press for 5 years.- :
2. Control of the Universities through Overseers. = .
" %, All persons suspected of revolutionary act1v1u1es-uo be -
refused public employment.
4o A Commission with headquarters at Maintz to 1nyest1nate
revolutionary activities throughout Germany.
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moved to Altona,-a subﬁrb.qf Hambﬁrg, where he stayed és the
guest of a Memnonite merchant, Van der Smisson,. Unable to
perform any type of public ministry Gossner was free only to
‘lead family worship and to address meetings in the homes of his
friends. In Altona .at the house of Van der Smisson Gossner met
Amalie Sievekiﬁg l), & pionser in female education and nursing
of the sick, who, with her friends Louise Reichardt and Christine
Bbhner, formed a circle of social reformers concerned with the
educéﬁion of girls and the care of the sick and poor. Gossner's
’ Qﬁn work in Dirlewang during the plague, his duties ag Chaplain
to the Elizabeth Hospital in Manich and his recent experience at
the Smolna Poor-House in St. Petersburg provided him with the
necessary background to welcome and encourage those women in
‘their plans for a higher standard of mwrsing. He could only
acty however, in a private capacity, and after only three months
stay in Altona, in September 1824 he was compelled by the Police
to léave Hamburg. Gossnef moved to Leipsig in Saxony where he
stayed with his friend Tauchnitz. Still banned from any public
preaching, he devoted his time to 1iterary work; he wrote a
_&evotional_manual of daily readings and prayers suitable for

. family worship to which he gave the name "Schatzkistlein - The
Spiritual-Casket" and commenced translating the "Imitation of
‘Christ® of Thomas a Kempis. During this period in leipsig he’
renswed conﬁﬁct_ﬁith the CGossner-Community in St. Petersburg
which had survived his banishment and was continuing to meet
regularly} he wrote a series of meditations on the "Medulle _
Animae" of the German Dominican Joharmes Taumler (1290-1361)

a mystical writer who was a contemporéry of Meister Eckhart at

Strassburg. These meditations aml the letters which Gossher

. 1. -Amalie Sieveking. £§3$~1859° - Social Reformer and
Philanthropist. She nursed the sick in the Cholera
‘outbrezk in Hamburg 1831l. -Founded the Female Society

* for the Care of the Sick and Poor, an Order for Nursing .
Deaconesses in the Iutheran Church 1832.
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wrote on his birthday each year to the Community in St.
Petersburg were eventually collected and pﬁbliéhed in 1857

. with the title "Goldk8rner - Golden Grains",

In 1825 Gossner visited the settlement of-the Voravians on the
estate of their founder, Cquﬁt Ludfig von Zinzendorf, at Herrnhut.
During his stay the question of joining the Moravian Brotherhood
or remaining loyal to his own Church presented itself in an acute
form and finally on June 16th 1825 Gossner requested that the
décision might be made in accordance with the traditional
Horavian custom of casting the lot; he joined the Brethren

and Sisters in a celebration of the Lord's Supper and afterwards
the lot was cast but the answer proved negative. Gossner stayed
“on at Herrnhut for the remainder of the year editinz a biography
of his friend and Iellow-exllg from Bavaria, Martin Boos, vho

had died in his vicamge at Sayn on August 29th 1825, On his
return to Léipsig in 1826 he published the biography with.the

title "Martin Boos -~ a Preachsr of Righteousness".

During August 1825 Dr. Pinkerton, the British and Foreign Bible.
Society's Agent, visited Ieipsip in the course of c¢ne 6f hig -
European touru and consulted with the committee of the Leipsig
Bible 8001ety at the home of the President, Dr. Tittman.
Gossner's needs were represented to him and he was able to
arranse for a grant of 1,000 copies of the Gossner New Testament
to be given to him. 1 Gossrer returnéd to leipgig in 1826
where he commenced Bible classes in a-smsell conventicle to which
both Protestants- and Catholics came; he was soon reported to
the Police, however, and an investigation into his activities
ves demandede - To the question whether or not he was a Catholic
Gossher replied - "I am a Christian". The Protestant authorities

in leipsig, however, were unwilling to sheiter him and he was

1e ‘Be & F.B.S. Report 1928 p.xxv.
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ordered.tb 1eé§e the city. On July 1lth 1826 Gossner arrived
on the estate of_Couﬁt Henry von Reuss, a Silesian noblemen and
a grand-nephevw of Zinzendorf, viao had met him at Hérrnhut the
previous year. The Count was one of the Committee of the _
Buchwald 3ible Society(l)which.compriséd a number of Pietists
“among the nobility in the Giants Mountains on the bordefs of
Silesia and Austria. . Count von Reuss welcomed Gossner to
Jinkendorf as his guest vhera he ﬁery soon became acquainted
with the Countess Frederiks von Reden, the President of the
Society, vho invited him to address her family and friends at
her castle in Buchwald. In this waj Gossrer gained uhe entf’é
to a circle of Pietist land-ovmers among -the Silesian nobility.

" who invited him to their homes to lead. their family worship and

" to address meetings_and gatherings of their friends and estate.
workers. CGossner met Prince William and Princess Marianna von
Preussen in Finsbach, Prince Radzivill-and-Princess Louise von
Preussen in Runberg, Field Marshall von Gnelsenau in Erdmannsdorf,
Count Konstantine Stolberg-We rn.verode in Jannowitz, Count Anton
Stolberg in Kreppelhof, Burgrave Henry Ludwig Dohna in Hermsdorf
and Karl von Heynitz in KBnigshaih.(z Trederika von Reden
(1774-1854)(5)ﬁas a close and. respected friend of the Prussian
Rbyal House of Hohenzollern and her friendship with Gossnsr,- '

which bégan through his frequent visits to her home to address

1., The Buchwald Bible Society, an Auxiliary of the Prussian

Bible Society, had been founded by Count von Reden, the -

Ad jutant-Gensral to the Duke of Brunswick and a Prussian
Minister of State on his estate at Buchwald on June 19th 1815,

B. & F.B.S. Anmual Reports 1817 p.l163; 1819 p.lél.
2. H. Lokies op.cite D.49. '

" 3, PFor the Countess von Reden see G. Browne. History of the
British and Foreign Bible 3001ety° London 1859, Vol. l.

P 429-431-
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meetings and conduet family worship; continued for the rest of
their lives. She, more than any other person, was.responsible
for.persuading Gossner to accept employment in the Prussian
Church as a Protestant Minister and on July 2lst 1826 in the
church of the Xing's Chamberlain Karl von Heynitz on his estate
at X8nigshain in Silesia Gossner received the Holy Commuﬁion

according to the Lutheran rite.

Cossner placed on recoxd his own feelings and reasons for his

conversion to Protestantism as follows :-

"In my youth I was disgusted when I heard somebody saying -
'That.man is a Convert®. Once I myself came near to
changing my religion but at the deciéive moment it proved
impossible.- I did not want to be a Convert. It appreared
. to me to be contrary to God's commandment. In all sorts
.of ways I have tried to serve my Church by proclaiming the
truth of the Bible.. All in vain! She has no room for me.
Aﬁd now I am falling between two stools. I still need a
sure repose = neither comfort nor luxury. What I needs is
a real pulpita If T can stand in front of a congresation
and talk about our Lord Jesus and Life and Joy in Him, I
would not change it even for a King's thréne. It is grace -
grace abounding!, but who am I to ask so insistently for
this grace? The Lord has both granted and withdrawn it;

however, if He so wishes He can return it to mé again."

" What ultimately caused Gossner to finally reject the Roman
Catholic Church and become a Protestant was not a question of
dogma but the prospect held out to him by FTedefika voﬁ Reaen
and His other Pietist friendé that he would be gfahted embloyment

1. Charlotte Saver. Fremiling und Bfirger, Levensbild des
. Johannes Evangelista Gossner. Berlin 1965.-
Po 235, ' o
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a3 a Minister in the Church of Prussia;_ Doctrinal differences.
played no part in his change of allegience. Gossner had never
at any time studied the writings of Luther and he_roundly stated
his views on the Established Churches both Catholic and Protestant
as follows i~ : .
"The establishment of the State Church is a poison introduéed
.into the Church by Constantines The Church "en masse" is
like Sodom and Gomofrah standing tnder the protection of the
devil whb is everywhere tryinz to hinder Communion with
Christ. All Confessional Churches are not agencies of the
true Church but tools of the devile  The Lutheran devil is

just as black as the Catholic onei" o

.In the course of the next three months followinz his decision %o
become a Protestanf{Gossner became acqﬁainted with Baron Hans
Ernest von Kbttwitz}z a Silesian nobleman vho was one of the
leading personalities in Pietist circles in Berlin. Like the
Countess von Reden, Baron von Kottwitz was cldsely comnected
with the House of Hohenzollern and it was in company with the
Baron that Gossner returned to Berlin in October 1826 to make
his formal . application to the Consistorium'of the Church of

Brandenburg for employment as a Pastor in the Prussian Church,

1. W. Holsten ope.cit. p.25

-2+ Hans Erunest von Kottwitz 1757-1843. Social Reformer and
Philanthropist. The leading personality in the Berlin
Awalcening. A page to Frederick the Great, he was the
intimate friend of King Frederick William IIT and of the
Crown Prince, later Xing Frederick William IV,
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The ‘Years in Berlin 1826-1658.

On October 10th 1826 Gossner and Baron von Kottwitz arrived in
Berlin where for the remainder of the year the necessary

. formalities were completed for submitting Cossner's request for
appoihtment as a Minister of the Prussian State Church to the
Consistorium of the Church of Brandenburg., The question of
granting employ&ént to Gossner proved td be without precedent
since by a law of the Prussian Constitution no former Catholic
priest could hold office as a Protestant pastor or teacher, and .
on Januaery 27th 1827 Gossner received notification from the

Consistorium =

"Much as we sympathise with your present lot we are not
authorised according to the present Royzl Decrees to grant

you a position as a Minister".

_ﬁndeterredlby this pefﬁsal, von Kottwitz decided to place Gossner's
. case directly before the King, and owing to his influence with
1"&'éderick-'\:?’:'.1lia.m'III on February 17th 1827 by a directioh of

the Royal Cabinet, the law in CGossner's particular case was
annulled and the Consistorium were recommended to acce?t Gossner
as a candidate.for the Ministry according to normal constitutional
and legal procedures. -The Consistorium required Gossner to
submit tqlan examination for his qualifications aé a pastor,

and he was requested to present papers.in Latin, a dissertatiop

on the Epistle to éhé Romans and to preach a trial sermon én the

" text Romans 3. v.25-27.(1)

' Gossner's attitude to formalism and ecclesiastical authorify as

a Protestant was no different frqm.his attitude when a Catholic
and he reacted vioclently to submitting to the discipline and
regulations.of the Consistorium. He wrote to Frederika von Reden

expressing his conscientious scruples -.

1. C. Sauer ope.cits p.240,
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"T mast trust confidently in the Lord what He will have mé
do and how He will direct. £11 my friends from without
strdngly urge me (to submit the paﬁers) but inwardly I feel
I must not and I cannot. They do not understand this;"(l)
After a long delay Goséner efentuali??ﬁ%ggg%ers and late in 1827
left Berlin to stay with von Bellow, a Pietist nobleman on his
estate at Seehof near Stolp in Pomerania. During the summer of
1827 Gossner stayed witﬁ members of the country gentrj in the
districts west of Danzig meeting a circle of Pomeranian Pietists
who had experienced an Awakening; as in Silesia he visited their
estates and conducted their family worship, addressing meetings
of guests and ffiends in their private homes, A% Trieglaff he
Tenewed acquaintance with Adolph von Thadden (1796-1882) who in
1816 as a young man of 20 had vigited him as a student in Munich
to share in the Awakening in Bavaria and to attend Sailer's-
lectures at Landshut. At Sch8nhausen he met the family of
Ferdinand von Bigmarck, a retired éaptain in the Prussian army,
". whose son Otto (then a boy of twelve) was later %o become the
German Reich-Chancellor. CGossner also became the family friend
of von Puttkamrer whose daughter, Johanna (1824-1894), in 1847
became Bismarck's wife., In 1849 Gossner was-asked to baptize
their first son, Herbert. At the end of August 1827 Gossner
‘returned to Berlin and . in the first week of éepfember_he met -
Dr. Pinkerton and the Rev; Richard Sibthorp, the Bible Sopiety;s
Agenfs wholwerg able to.supply him with 300 Bibles for
distribution amongst the poor estate workers in Pomerania where
he had recently been. 2) On January 24th 1828 Gossner was
granted permission to preach by the Brandenburg Consistorium
but he was still treated with unmitigatéd suspicion by his

fellow clergyes Meanwhile in Berlin he renewed his friendship

1. Ho Lokies op.cite p.27.
.20' Bo & FoBoSo Report 1828 p°64-. ’
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'_with Barbn von Kottwitz and met an increasing number of Piétists
‘from amongst the aristociacy and prdfessional claséeé; He
became friends -with Friederich Karl von Savigny (1779-1861)
Professor of Law in the University of Berlin and Tutor to the
Crovm Piince,'aﬁd Friederich Deaniel Schleiermacher (1768-1834)
one of the leading figures in German theology, who from 1802-
1804 had been the pastor in Stolp and was now Professor of
Theology in the'Univérsify of Berlin and Secretary of the

- Acedemy.

' Goséner ‘commented on his récépﬁion'by.the Berlin aristocracy

as follows :- ' ' '
"The people of Berlin ére easy-going. They stay at home
ard expect Christ to be brought to them in their homes and
in their rooms., I should be grateful if they are not too-
lazy to let Him come into their hearts completely vhile they
'have Fim so pear. They listen with pleasure like the
Athenians did -.but whe ther fhe message penetrates.and
bears fruit - this will be seen at the harvest. There is.
mach blue blood in BerlinS and it will not be very easy to

make it heavenly blue!l" 1

In 182§ following the death of Jaenicke, the Minister of the

" Bohemian~Iutheran Congregation atteched to the Bethlehem Church
in Berlin, the Conéistbrium appointed Gossner to the charge of
the parish and congregation, .and on Palm Sunday, April 12th
1829 in.the presence of Schleiermacher, von XKottwitz and other
friends his Dedication Service was held. Gossner-at the age
of 56 commenced‘his ministry at the Bethlehem Church under the
patronage of the Prussian Royai House. The King, Frederick
William ITTI, had qlready.shown him speqia; favour by abrogating

the legal statute which had debarred him as o former Catholic

1. H, Lokies .0p.cite p.52.



priest from active ministry in the Prussian Church: FTedéfick
William the Crown Prince was to become Gossner'!s life-long.
friend. Free to preach once more and in charge of his own
parish and congregation Gossner instituted the activities vhich
in Didewens, Munich and St. Petersburg had constituted
"Eeelesiolae in ecclesia' - the Pietist commnity with its
multiferious religious, social and philanthropic meetinsgs.

Now, in addition, his Bethlehem Congregation through the ministry
of their late pastor helged to direct Gossner's interest and

energies more directly to the work of TForeign Missions,

Cossner’s predecessoriat the Bethlehem Church had been Johannes
.Jdenicke (1748—1827) a veaver by:trade, vho after a period as
teacher in the Moravian Paedagogium at Niesky in Silesia was
‘ordained in 1779 as an assistant minister in the Bohemian

- (Moravian) congregation in Berlin, The Moravians in Berlih

" were organised in two separate consregations - one in the city
itself and one in the village of Rixdorf where they had founded
s farming and égricultural colony. Historically the Bethlehem
congregation in the city took its origin from the visit of
Zinzendorf and his family 1o Berlin in 1738 when from January
:to'Abril the Count had delivered a course of sixty sermons on
the second chapter of Luther's Catechism; In 1764 the
congregation, by now a mixed one, had neld an ordination service
in the Bohemian language and in 1787 the Soth jubilee of the
founding of the congregation was celebrated, to which Moravians
who had attached thermselves to the Reformed and Lutheran
congregations in the city were invited. In 1792 Jaenicke
succeeded to the sole chargse of the parish vhere he remained
‘until his death in 1827. The Moravian congregations in Berlin
in 1824 led 357 members and Wefe a prOSpérpus community in the
city. '

'l. For the history of the Berlin congresations see J. Holmes o

History of the Church of thé United Brethren. Vol. 1 p.268
Vql.'2 .27, 29, 197, 206, .
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The'Mbravians had since 1732 been actively engéged in Foreign
Missions but their fundamental principle thét 2ll Brethren and
Sisters were called to be missionaries led them to disparagé
any form of spgcialised'missionary training or the founding of
mission schools and societies. During the 18th century no '
other Protestant Church in Germany had as yet any concern for
missions and the Halle-Danish Mission founded in 1714 with its .
Missionary College in Copenhagen had virtually ceased to send

out missiotnaries altogether.

In England the founding of the Lonﬁon tlissionary Society on
Septemher 213t 1795 as a joint society of Independents, '
Presbyterians, Methodists and Anglicans was followeﬂ'by the
organisation in the Netherlands under Theodore van der Kempe
(1748-1811). of the Netherlands Missionary Society which was
founded in Rotterdam on December 19%th 1797. A copy of the Plan -
"of the LOﬂdon Missionary Society was published in a Hamburg
vsp ner where Baron von Se nirnding, a Pietist Forest-Ranger
from Dolbrilugk in Saxony heppened to read it. . von Schir'édinu
wrote to the Directors requesting further information, and in
1798 vras qpp01nted a co-director of the Society for Germany.
In 1799 the Baron offered at his own expense to purchase
converted negroes in the West Indian Islands ,and convey them fo"
Africa to found a mission énd to finence a mission from Germany
w1th men and money to be commenced gt Nootka Sound, on
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, 2 The Directors of the
London Society however were unable to'sponsor either of these
gchemes. On February 2nd iBOO von‘Schirnding in co-operation

with Jaenicke and a small group of Pietist -laymen opened a

l. G. Warneck. Outline of a History of Protestant M1551ons.
London amd Edinburgh 190l. p.52, 116, :

_2. London Missionary Society Annual Report 1799 p.xve
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mission school in the Bethlehem parish in Berlin for the training
of young men for the mission field. This new development under-
taken by Jaenicke was partly finanped'by von Schirnding but was
quickly sponsored also by Pietists in Basle and by the Missionary
Societies in Rotterdsm and lordon vho availed themselves of the
school!s candidates. 1 Jaenicke‘s:own brother vas a missionary
in the Halle-Danish Mission in the East Indies and he himself ‘had
long wished to engage more actively in work for foreign ﬁissions;
.he'had, however, no intention of forming a lissionary Society on
the English or Dutch. pattern. In the school which was run on
most. frugal linss Jaenicke was the only teacher; each student
was allowed 2 rix-dollars a week for his board and lodging and

on completing their studies thg men were ordained for the mission’
‘field and entered the service of the Migsionary Societies 'in the

- Netherlands and England as Lutheran pastors,

In 1807'a suggestion wés made by Spittler, the Secretary of the
Germang Christian Fellowship that the School should be moved to

Basle but Jaenicke declined the offer. He continued as Frincinal

until 1823 when his son-in-law Rickeri succeeded hime  Up to
Jaenicke's death in 1827 over 80 candidates had been sent out
to the Dutch and English missions in Africa and India. Under

Rlickert's management the-School fell inio a decline but it
pioneered the way for missionary interest in the Prussian Church
and prompted the fourding in 1824 of the first of the German

IMisgionary Societies.

During 1823 eight notable Berlin laymen and two pasiors, Johannes
August Veander (1789-1850) Professor of Ecclesiastical History in

the University of Berlin and Friedrich August Tholuck (1799-1877)

l, In 1801 3 missionaries were engaged by the Lordon Missionary.
Society. L.H.S., Annual Heport 1801 p.l7.
In 1802 2 students were engaged by the Church Missionary
Society. H. Stock.: History of the C.M.S. Vol. 1 'p.82.
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Proféssor of Theology in the University of Hélie, \fere inspired
with the idea of forming a Missionary Society and izsued jointly
'An Avpeal for Contributions in Aid of Evangelical Missions's
The success of the appeal and the wide interest talken in the
.quecﬁé of “he proposed society led directly in 1824 to the
fou&hing of a 'Society for the Promotion-of EvangeTical ﬁ%ssions
amongst the Heathen'! which received the Royal uwcence from the
Government., in attempt to amalgamate Jaeﬂlckés-miss1on Schcol
in the Bethlehem pariéh with the new Societby proved unsuccessful
and in 1830 a separate Mission House and Seminary for students
was built. In 1831 Gossner was invited to join the Committee
of the Society which henceforth cawe to be Leve*allj known as

~the Berlin LlSSlonary uOCletyo

Ever since his shori stay in Basle during-lalo, when he had acted
as Secretary for the German Christian Fellowship, Gossner had been
-1n 1nt1mate touch vith the missions of the mcrav_ans as well as
receiving. regular news about the activities of the *aa31onary
Societies in England. In 1815 with other members of the
FbllOVShln he had contributed towards building- uhe Basle Migsion
House thlch under its Inspector, Christian Blumhardt (1779-1838)
trained men from Wirtemburg and Switzerla nd, many of. whom were
engaged by the Church Migssionary Society in London. During his
years in St. Petersburg Cossner had made regular collections

for the Basle Mission, and the Basle missionary mazazine had
been widely read by members of -the Gossner-Community. On. May
'29th 1833 at the Dedication -and Dismissal service for the

Berlin m1ssibnary Society's first missionaries to South Africa
Gossner took Schleiermacher's place as guest preacher in the
Church of the Holy Trinity. His sermon which comprised thirty¥
three pages of maruscript gave_prac%ical illustrations of the
scope and difficulties of missionary work and challenged his

hearers with the message that the vhole church should be
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actively engaged in missions.

* In 1834 Gossner was able to commence publishing two monthly
periodicals which he edited himself. In 'Die Biens auf dem
Missionsfelde - The Bees in the Missionfield'! - he printed
current rews and events from the Missionary Societies together
with stimulating articles_and rules of conduct for the successful
preaching of the Gospel; ‘'Der Christliche Hausfreund - the
Chrigstian Family-friend' was a Christién family newepaper
containing articles on pious topics and helps to family

worship,

The Nursinz Service ard Elizabeth Hospitale.

During 1833 Gossner was led to begin a nursing service in his
parish, promplted by a visit to a sick servant of one of the
families he had known in St. Petersburg. The man who had fallen
ill in Berlin sent for Gossner who requested some of his friends
to care for him. Oub of this' incident 'The Christian HMens' Guild.
for Sick Nursing' was formed; on November 16th 1833 a parallel
organisation 'The Christian Womenf Guild for Sick Wursing' was
established, Gossner divided his parish into six districts

each under an Administrator; the Guilds met for weekly prayers
and Bible study, after which the visiting and care of the éick
was discussede The medical service of the CGuilds was organised
by Doctor Achilles who in gratitude for Gossner's ministry to

him in a time of illness offered his services free of charge.

The Guilds increased their activities until in 1836 there were
several hurdred memberss the many rich friends of. Gossner -gave
generously to finonce the service which was the first attempt

undertaken in Berlin by any of the Christian churches at social
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welfare. 4 residence had been rentgd as Headguérters for the
. Guilds in the Hirschelstrasse but plans for building a separate
Hospital were made and a site near the Potsdamer Tor became -
 availab1e at a price of 22,000 thaler. The King donated 6,000
thaler towards the proposed Hospital and during 1836-37 Gossner.
organised the'Cenitenary Celebrations of the Bethlehem Congregation
for a Hospital foundation. On October .15th 1837 the Hospital

was opened with accommodation for 50 patients; in the following
year in homour of the Crown Princess 1t received the name of tnc:
Blizabeth Hospital being jointly associaxed with St, Blizabeth

of Hungary (1207-1931) the German Princess who had nursed the

sick in the Wartburg and at Marburg in the 13th century, The
Hospitals of Amalie Sieveking founded in-Hamburg in 1832 and
'Theodore Fliedner (1800u1864) founded in Kaiserswerth in'1856

were staffed by the new orders of Protestant Deaconesses, some

of whom took life vows like Roman Catholic nuns Gossrer
declined to organise his nuraes on these lines, but insisted

that they should have the name of 'Servents! and that the
"eraonal link between themselves and the patients must at ali
costs be preserved; ; he wrote his own tract on the training of

a nurse with the title 'The Christian Nurse - How can she be truly
sympathetic?'. As the_Hospital became more ingtitutionalised
Gossner was_compeiled to forego-his criginal plan that all the
nurses should be drawn from the Bethlehen congregation. He,

like Amalie Sieveking and Fliedner, instituted a Deaconess Order

for vhom he wrote a2 ‘Rule and Constitution.



62,

The Gossner Mission 1836,

During 1836 Gossner felt compelled to resign from the Committee“
‘of the Berlin Missionzry Society.  The csuse of his disagreement
‘with the Committee was over the question of the necessary
qualificatbiors reauired by the Society for candidates for the
mission field. The Society which from its foundation had
numbered two University Professors amongst its founder-members
insisted that the normal classical and theological studies
reéuiréd by the Comsistorium for pastors in the .Prussian Church
ghould alsc be required for candidatea fér the mission field.
Gossner through his long and informed asséciation with the
kMoravians considered the Bible and Hymn-Book mofe effective
.means for the evangelization of the héathen than Homer and Ovid.
He left the Commitiee but contirmed to edit the Society's news-:
sheet for the misgions in South Africa. The fundamental
principle of artisan missionaries and their training shared BY'
both Gossner and the Moravians had been carefully explained by
Christian Ignatius Latrobe, the English Secretary for the

Moravian Fissions as follows &=

"Thile scholarly men are not excluded, most of the missionaries
‘must be drawm from the artisan and labouringclasses; first
_because such men are best able- to endure a rough life and

secondly becsuse in the Church's opinion higher education

is not required. Students do not as a rule make as good
,missionaries'as mechanics§ and in the sphers of education
the missionary needs only four great qualities. First, hé

must have a good knowledse of the Scriptures; second a

good understanding; third, a friendly disposition; and

o . . 1
fourth, a heart filled with love to0 ‘God.'".

1. Guoted in J.E. Hutton. 4 History of Moravian Missions.
Moravian Publishing House 1922. p.190.
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In the closing weeks. of 1836 Gossner was led to give practical
_expression to thege principles. . On December 2nd he received

a letter from Godfried. William Iehmann, a Sadler and Harness-
maker requesting an interview with him, and on Monday, December
12th 1836 at 8 o'clock in the morning Iehmann accompanied by
six young working men met Gossner in his home. Iehmamn's
parents' home was a centre for the families of the Bethlehem
congregation and a missionary group attached to the Berlin
Misgibénary Society met regularly in Lehmamn's .omm home. He
explained that the six young men had felt a call o work in

the mission field but had been refused by the Berlin Society
because of their lack of academic qualificatidns. Durinz a
prolonged period of prayer in which they'all shared Gossner
sought for guidance and at last i‘eceived the assurance that he
should accept responsibilify for the group, althouszh not all of .
them appeared to be either suitable or truly spiritvally
‘awakened. In this way, without any pre-reditated plaﬁ, but - with
the firm conviction that the Lord would provide and equip him to
undertake work for the mission field, Gossrner's Missionary

Association came to be founded.

The old Mission School founded by Jaenicke in the Bethlehem
parish had gince 1823 been supervised by Rlckert, who, during

his father-in-law's lifetime; hed also acted as an Assistant
Minister. . On Jaenicke's death, Rilckert had expected to be
appointed to the charge of the parish, but when Gossner had
obtained the appointment, Rickert, while remaining as. Principal
of the School, ministered to the colony of Mordvians at Rixdorfe
Although Gossner was responsible for superintending the School
and checkinz the accounts, Rickert refused to permit this and

in the eﬁéuing quarrel between them the School ceaseé to function.

CGossner now had the opportunity of recommencing trainins for the
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mission field in the Bethlehem perish, but his principles were

now more in keeping with those of the Moravians at Herrnhut.

In a letter to the Consistorium Gossner described the way in
vhich he had been led to accept the responsibility for the youths:
and explained the principles dn which.he broposed to train them.
The ‘men during the day were to earn their own living at the
particular trade they oractised, since after the example of St.
Paul, it was intended that in. the mission field they would be
similarly engaged in manuol labour#; they were to receive no
salary during and after their training, and after. they had been
trained and sent forth, ithey were to accept the deéisibn in faith
that the Lord wculd provide for all their physical nseds; in
order to save expense, no mission house or school was to bé Built,
but students were to live in lodgings ih the parish'and.attend
evening classes for the deepenihg of their spiritual life.

These were the controversal principles of missionary training
which had led CGossner to resign from the Committee of the Berlin-
Mijssionary Society. On April 3rd 1837 he received word that the
Consistorium approved both his Apostolic ideals ard his Moravian

methods of training.

In Janﬁary 1837 Goséner had 12 men in training; he had no
intention of preparing students for the Ministry but on von
ttwitz's advice theological students amd Cardidates for the
kinistry were -also permitted to join. Carl William Scwmilt, a

Candidate from Stargard in Pomerania, was the first %o be
‘accepted; while Gossner gave the instruction-classes on the
Bible, Schmidt with other students and teachers volﬁntarily

- took classes in Geography, the History of lMissions and Language
studye. On July 9th 1837 the first group of Gossner-Brethren

were dismissed from the Bethlehem Church to acconpany Dr. John'
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Lang of the Scottish Presbyterian Church in Australia to found
a mission at Moreton Bay in Queenslénd. Piior to their departuie
each receiVed-the laying on of hands from Gossner himself as a
kind of ordination. The success of the trainiﬁg scheme geemed .
agsured and Cossner accepted further pupils ﬁho were all artisans
or marmal workers. The Consistorium now insisted that Gossner
should submit a constituiion of his training establiéhment to the
Government so that he could obtain the Royal Licence and be a
'recognisé¢ Corporation with privileges of buying land, collécting

money, investing in property and exemption from siamp duty.

In October 1633 Gossner submiited a set of 5 rules for his
Misgionary Association which perfectly illustrate his wish for
informaliﬁy.'l Following Jaenicke's example he intended that
his pupils would normally be employed by other more wealthy
Mizsionary Societies who would take responsibility for their
maintenance and employment., The Government, however, refused
to grant him a licence, and .the Consistorium requested Gossner
‘40 draw up a more vrecise and formal Constitution. Gossner's
experience of the bureaucracy of the Prussian State Depariment

for Religion led him to exclaim -

"Under this Church rule of the Consistorium no truly

(2
evangalical parish can zrow!"

and he wrote direct to King William IIT requesting that his
Missionary Association might he kept sifiple and informal. In
1842 he renewed his request to King Frederick William IV who

hsd succeeded to the throne in 1840 -

"I camot zo in Saul's armour but I can fight easier like
David with my sling and stons. If this is not allowed

I must leave to be free from the Corsistorium vhich is

1. Rules of the Bethlehem Missionhary Association 18%8.
-Eppendix T, p.ii : ' '

2, H. Lokies o0p.cits p.28,
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full of work-men nulling down the walls of Zion instead of
building them up. Had I done the same for the Roman Church
as for the Evangelical church they would have given me the
Cardinal's Hat. Yot that I desire the Red Hat and Socks -

I only vish to be left to work as long as it is day"a(;)

~
1

In 1842 Gossner presented a revised Constitution for his ﬁissionﬁry
Asgsociation and on June 28th 1842 the Prussian Government granted
him an official licence. 'The Bvangelical llissionary Association
for ﬁhe]&opagﬁtion of Christianity amonzsi the Nations .in Heathen

Lands ! had aims which were cleariy staled as follows :-

l. To train artigans, craftsmen, and working men as edéonorically
as possible to be assistants, catechists and co-workers in
missionary work and, if occasion offers, to found their own
mission stations. Imstruction was to be given voluntarily
by.members of the Association; in order to gsave expenses

. the students vere to continue working at their trades while
under instruction. - Other professional. men such as pastors
and teachers would also be accepted for traininz.

2. In the selection of students an awakened faith and the
posséssion'of talenﬁs capable of further dévelopment were
the only necessary pre—reéuisitese

3. The faith principle based on the text ™hen I sent you out
without purse or .bag or sandals did you lack anything?"

was to govern the monstary policy of the Association. Ho-
collections, appeals for wmonsy or financial Auxiliaries
for raising funds would be allowed., Prayer groups for
the support of the Association would be welcowed. _

4. The Association nembers included all who prayed andéll whd

gave practical financial assistance

l. H. Lokies op.cite p.T4.
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50 A Committee including Gossner and a Treasurer and Secratary
would dirsct the work. Receipts for money donated would
be published in the magazine 'Die Biens auf dem Missionsfelde'(l)

In 1846 Gossrer, aged 73, retired Trom his ministry to the Dethlechem

Church ‘and devoted the remsining years of his life to his

missionaries and o the writing of tracts, many of which vere

winted and distributed by the Religious Tract Society in London
which made him regular grants in the years 1848—1857._2 Gossner's

. Missionary Association sent 6ut'msﬂand women to Australia, America,

Poland, and Brazil where they ministered exclusively to the needs
of German immigrants; in India, Dutch Few Guinea, Malaya, Java
and the Celebes, Sanghi and Pelau islands off Indonesia théy_

‘pionsered the evangelisation of primitive tribes. 3 _ The

principle vhich Gossner had accepited from the MHoravians of
training artisans and workmen to be missionaries received
additional support when for a time he co-opera'EQG with Otto

. Gerdhardt Heldring (1804-1876) the Dutch founder of the Inrer

Mission who in 1847 instituted in the Wetherlands a new association
which he called 'The Christian Workman'. This Missionary
Association aiméd-at sending out artisans as colporteurs,
catechists and evangelists and also as “teachers of trades and
agriculture who were to care for their own maintenance by
employinz these skiils in the countries to which they were sent.
1. Constitution of 28th June 1842, Aprendix I p.ive. '

2, Missionary Register. Avnual Reporits of the Religious Tract
Society 1848, 1650, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1857. -

'3. In the years 1837-19%6 the followins numbers-of missionaries
went out &~ .

Dutch Bast Indies 21

Auvstralia 23

Wew Zealand 5 South Africa -2
.New Guinea 5 Camaroon - 8
Samoa 1 Fauritius 1
Guatemala 2 North America and Canada '43

India 176

H, Iokies opecito De75

Ey
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This Association only lasted for ten years when, owing to the

high rate of mortality amongst the members working in tropical

Towards the end of his life CGossner's streak of individualism
turned into eccentricity but his faith remained as vital and
staunch.as ever. He consistently refused to advertise the

needs of his Association or %o appeal publicl for financial
support, relying entirely on the contributions voluntarily:

given him by friends to supply the needs of his missionaries in
the local situations vhere they ﬁere‘employed. Ho similarly
declined to orgahise hig Association on the model of the
conventional Missionary Societies wifh'a Mission House, Seminary,
Auxiliary Committees and Executive. Gossner stated his faith

and his reasons for informality as follows :=-

"llere' I sit in my little rocms I cannot go here and there
to arrange everything; and'if I could who knows if it
woul@ﬁe dqne well? But.the Lord is thexe, who knows and
can do everything; and I give it all over to Him and beg
Him to direct it all end order it after His holy will,

and then my heert is light and joyful and I believe and

trugt that He vill carry it all nobly cut." 1

During his lifetime, in the 21 years 1836-1857, Cossrer sent out
. 141 missionaries of whom 16 were-theologiéally trainsd. ﬁfter:
hig death many of his missionaries were taken over by other’
Societies and only the Mission in the Ganses Valley formed in
1338 and the Mission to the Kols of Chota'Nagpur'founied in

1845 retained connections with Berlin,

1. Quoted in I, Geraldine CGuiness. The Story of the China,
Tnland Mission. 2 Volumes. DMorgan and Scott. London 1893,
‘fols 1 Pol88. ’ .
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Gossner died in his lodgings in Beriin on uhn Tuesday in I oly
VYleek, Morch 26th 1858; he lay in siate in the Bethlehem
Church on Good Friday and was buried in the Jerusalem Cemetery
‘adjoining the Cemetery of the Moravians on Easter.Saturd&y,
March 30th 1858. Following his death the management of his

vissio.ery 'Association was put in the hards of a Board of

[

Administration or Curatorium, a Ifission-Inspector we °'Dn01nted,
and, one after another, his peculiar idess were abandonsd so
that'to—day the Gossner Mission is entirely vithout the
characteristic feabtures which distinguished it at its origin.
During the 1939-1945 War the Cossner Mission House in Friedenau
Berlin was a centre for the German Confessing Church, and to-day
the Gossner Hission has work in both East and Yest CGermany with
centres in Berlin and Mainz-¥astell. - The Gossner Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Cho* Nagpur and -Agsam is the only one of

Gossner's original missions vhich has kept ites identity and .

ret ains. links with the. Society in Berlin.
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HISSION TO THE GOND3S IN CENTRAL INDIA 1841,
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The Mission to the Ganzses Valley 1858.

On Jurne 10th 1832 the Bast Indi aman 'James Sibbald' left Gravesend
on vwhat proved to be her last voyage between England and Indiaj

améng the passengers were four deécons, ordained by the Bishop of
Londén in St. James! Church, Wéstminster on Surday, December 18th,
1831, and engaged by the Church Missionary Society for work in
Bangals they were all Germans - John Gottlieb Linke, Jonn'Charles

Knorpe, Charles Benjamin Leopdld and John Haeberlinj <wo men

hnl

destined for Bishops' College, Calcutta, T.E. Jomes and J.E.
Jeremiah, were engaged as catechists by the Scciety for the
Propagation of the Gospel; the band of missionaries was further
augmented by the Reverend William Start and his wife. The 'James
.blbba1d' reached Portsmouth late in the evenlnﬂ of June 18th and
 the following afternoon 'precisely at five o'clock! Bishop Daniel
Wilson, fifth Bishop of Calcutta, was received on board. The -

same evening the four month voyage to India commenced.

Bishop Wilson was accompanied by his daughter and his nephew, the
Reverend Josiah Bateman, who a2cted as his domestic chaplain. The
company on board the 'James Sibbald' included all types of Anglp;
Indlan society - c1v111°1=§ military officers, barristers, Bast
Tndla Company chaplains and missioﬁaries; English ladies were
now also able to make the jourrmey to India and the social inter-
course on the voyage was most agreeable; daily Drayevs as well
as D1v1rn Serv1ce on Sundays- for the whole ship's COﬂbany weve
reuularly conducted and the Holy Communloq was celebrated each
month, at which there were twenty devout communlc&ntse In
describing the voyage , Bateman commented-on the-German missionaries?

contrlbutlon to the pleasure of their fellow-passengers as follows:-

1. She was vwrecked off the coast of Madras near T""'~1.'111_'9313511«1
on her rebturn voyage.. Missionary Register 1833 p.203.
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"The sihging was excellent. Four German missionaries with
grand voices not only habitually delighted all with their hymns
and ancient chants, ere the evening sun hadisef and the moon
risen on the waters, but led the singing also on the Sunday
with great'effect." 1) -
. During the voyage the Bishop, in addition to his other duties,
voluntarily conducted a course of lectures for the ﬁissionaries
- on the First Epistle to Timothy -~ "Thus seasoning theif minds
with missionary views before they entered on their field of

labour."(2)'

- Two members of this missionary party accompanying Bishop Wilson to
. India later became the agents. whereby Cossner's missionaries began
their pioneer work in the Indian sub-continent; in 1838 William

Start brought out the first zroup of Gossner Brethren from Berlin

S
to Patna to found his Hission to the Canges Valley, and in 1844-45
John Haeberlin entertained the four pioneers who, on his advice,,

were to found Gossner's Iission to the Kols of Chota Nagpur.

William Start was an Anglican clergyman and is described in
contemporary records as ‘'a gentleman of fortune'! and 'rich in

3)

this world's goods'; Dalton states that Start's family were

originglly Quakers and were wvery rich; they joined the Church
of England when William was eight years 01d3(4) his father, John
Start of Halstead, Essex, was -a manufacturer of Bays and Says

(Woollens and silks ). 5)

1, J, Bateman. The Life of the Right Reverend Daniel Wilson D.D.
2 Volg, . John Murray. London 1860, Vol. 1 p.296,

2, C.M.S. Anmual Report 1933 p.4l.

30 JeJe Weitbrecht, Protestant Missions in Bengal., John F.
~. Shaw, Iordon 1844, po325.

4s H, Dalton. Johamnes Gossner. Friedemen 1898, p.451.

50 TPor the Start Family see nmiverszal British Directory 1792 p.232.
: Pigot & Co. Bssex Direcltory 1835 p.llé.
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William Start métriculated ét Trinity College, Cambridse, taking -
his B.A. in 1824; he was 20th Wrangler and took his Ii.A. in 1827
at the age of 28. 1) As an undergraduate he had been influenced
by Charles Simeon,(2)the evangelical Vicar of Holy Trinity,

Cambridge, and later by Thomas Tregenna Biddulph 5 the Vicar of

friends. Simeon in particular had close co_ngctibns with India
through his former curates, notably Henry lMartyn and Thomas
Thomason who together with his intimate friends David Brown,
Claudius Buchanan, and Daniel Corrie formed the five ouﬁstanding
évangelical chaplaing to the Bast India Company in Calcutta in the
first quﬁrtef of the 19th century; all five men received their

© appointments owing to Simeon's influence with Charles Grant, one
-of the Directors of the Kast India Company and an earnest supporter

4)

of Christian Missionso(' 'Start, after being presented to. a
living, had been attacked'by scruples from subscribing to the
‘Thirty-nine Articles; he resigned from the Cure of Souls and
following in the path of Simeon's.mcre famous friends, accompanied
Daniel Wilson, the former evangelical Vicar of Islington, to India;(s)
he had no intention, however, of beingz either a John Company
Chaplain or of working for say of the established missionary
societies since he plamned to begin his evangelistic work as a
completely free and independent agent, relying on his owm private

income for a means of support.

1, J. Venn, Alumni Cantabrigiemses. Part 2 Vol. 6 p.l7.

2. Charles Simeon 1759-1836. Vicar of Holy Trinity, Cambridge
1783-1836, ~

3, Thomas Tregenna Biddulph 1763%-1838, Vicar of St. Jamest',
- Bristol 1799-1838, Elected Country Member of C.M.S. L799.
Honorary Life Governor 1812. 3ee reference C. Hole. Early

Higstory of the Church #issionary Society. E. Stock. HEHistory
of the Church Missionary Society. Vol. 1l. '

4o For Simeon's influence on Indian Missions see M, Hemnell,
John Venn and the Clapham Ssct. p.216=219,
We ¥aye. Christianity in Indiae po.l34.

5. M, Wylie. Bengal as a Field of Missions. Lonion 1854 p.236.
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Thé voﬁage to Calcutta was completed on NOVBMbbr 2nd, 1852 and
Start with his wife proceeded up river to Patna vhere he intended
comrrer\cmo his labours. The Ganges wvalley, the site of
Allahabad ard Benares, the Findu holy cities of pilgrimage, was
at this time being opened to commercial and mllltary 1ntexests;
nitre and indigo were the chief natural resources and successiul
traders, safeguarded by the East India Company monopoly, made
fortunes; British regiments were stationed in the cwntonmenfs'

t Bhagalpur and Dinapur on the south bank of the river in Bihar;
Patna was the centre for this mercantile and military community
composed of British, Dutch and Burasians living amonzst a mixed
-population of Moslems arnd Hinduso No Christian missionaries,
with the exception of the Za gﬂlsn Baptists, had penetrated into
_this area} mission stations had been founded at Digah in 1809,_
Patna in 1812 and at Monghyr in 1816;(1)" Start joined forces
with these missionaries whose freedom from liturgical and

cclesiastical forms were evidently after his own heart; in 1836
he purchased his ovm house in Patna which henceforth was to be his
headquarters and which was to give him the familior name by which

he came to be universally known - 'Mr. Start of Patna'.

The cool weather saw him in company w1th uhe Baptist missionaries
from Digah -~ John Lawrence and Henry Beddy making a three-week
tour of nearly two hundred miles preaching the Gospel in the towns
and. villages on their way. 2 In the same year, 1836, Start- had

shown a typical instance of his 11nera11ty and Dhl nthropy -

1. BvleL View of the Baptist Wu"s ions e. London 1815,
F.A. CBx. History of the Baptist Missionary Society,
Vol. 1 p.341, '

2, John Lawrence 183%1-=1874, Henry Beddy 1832-=1854.
Missionary Register 1837 1».129. '
B.Ho. Badley, Indian Missionary Directory 1876. p.26.
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W o Smith(l)of Begnares having supported for several years a
number of blind and lame people, finding h1mself stvalghteagd,
was apprehensive that he must withdraw his aild when he was
relieved by a benefaction of Rs,1,000 for distressed objects

from the Reve William Start of Patna,"

During 1834/35 news had reached Bennal of the crisis in the C.“.J.
Mission at Tinnevelly in Scuth India caused by the dif Terences of
opinion between the Enslish Society.and the Cerman Lutheran
missionaries who had worked for them there since 1820. Charles
Rhenius, a Prussian missionary who had received Lutheran ordination
in Berlin in 1812 and vho, in 1814, together with John Christian
‘Schnarre,'waé the first of the German Missionaries sent out to
India by'the Co.M.S., becams involved in a dispute which resulted

in the Home Commitiee of the Society dissolving their comnection
with him on February 15thy 1835. The original causes of the disPute
had been the principle of conformity to the Prayer Book and the
English Ordinaly which the boc;e+y now required of all its
migsionaries, and the refusal to permit the Imtherans in Timnevelly
to ordain native clergy as ‘country priests' according to the

(3)

him at an early stage to send Rhenius financial support for the

Lutheran rite. Start's ovm tender conscience had pfompted

Mission, and in 1835 Fhenius noted in his journal -

Peb, l4th. Brother.Start of Patns has sent me for our work Rs.2,000
Thus the Lord provides. Oh that we were thankful and
viould never more doubt His care for us!

and again, on March 3lst - |

"Re joice, my soul, and trust in the Lord evermore!  Again

2,000 rupees for our work from Brother Start of Patns

1. The_Revo William Smith, C.M.S. I3 51onary at Benares. 1830-1872°
2, Missionary Hemieter 1837 p.127.

7, For the C.M.S. version of the dispute see E. Stocko History of
the C.2M.5. Volo 1 p,318-321,
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(1)

accompanied by a most Christian-lettier."
In 1837 Start followed up these generous contributions by going
himgelf to visit Rhenius wvhen on hisg wdy horme to Englani, and by
spending some time assisting him; 2) In Encland Start commenced
geeking for workers to join him in the Mission at Patna; he had
been joined by two Englishmen and a Swabian wvhen he heard quite by
¢hance about Gossner and the embryo missionary gsociety in Berlino())
" Iz the Spring of 1838 Sturt crossed over to Berlin and met Gossner,
spending a moﬁth with him, during which time, their mutual regard
and concern for each other's principles quickly formsd the basis
for a deeﬁ and close friendship. In the June mumber of his
missionary magazine 'Die Biens auf dem Migssionsfelde' Gossner
- printed Start's memoirs of his recent visit to Rhenius in

(4)

Tinnevellys; he followed this in July with Start's ownm letter

advertising the prospects of a mission in India centred on Patnas-

‘I am seekinz co-workers for the propagation of the Kingdom
of God in India vho are living witnesses of the truth, not
only able to speak of 'Christ for us'! but also of 'Christ

inus'."

The letter included = ligt of advanteges ard disadvantages facinz
the Christian missionary in India:=- there were no impediments to
preachine the Gospel; the infiuence of the Brahmins was
decreasing; idoclatry and the caste system were crumbling;
amonzst Hindus there was a conscience which could be toucheds
finally - the language was easy to learn., On the other hand
there was the universal poor im?ression of Christians and

Christianity amongst the natives =~ 'I have not yet seen one

1, Kemoir of the Rev. C.E.T. Rhenius by his son. London 1841,
PebTh, 4766

20 M, Wylie op.cite P.236.
3, H, Dalton op.cit. p.452.

4, Rheniug had died at Palamcotta on June 5th 1838,
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stian' .he quoted a Brahmin as saying; the tempiations of

sionary life - despordency and fatigue; the climate; the

different objections raised by cultivated and cultured natives

and'

wit

.In

the barriers presented by caste. Start closed his letter
h the words -

"iay the Lord restrain thosevho have no% been conquered by

the Spirit of Christ but in foolish self-confidence expact

. ; 1
to convert the heatnezé?(

Berlin, Start met and GYaﬂlP“d the pupils in Gossner's school

~and he chose twelve, of vwhom three were accowpanied by their

. 2 . e . g s S
_Wivese On July lst 1838 the missionaries' dismissal service

was
the
the
to

and }

"held in the Bethlehem church and they left from Hamburg by

steamer 'lee! for Hull, calling at London and Bristol on

ir way round to Liverpool., Under the heading 'Missionaries

the Bast! a leerpoo1 nevispaper wrote as follows about Start
e

his apostolic band, after their depariure for India on July

23rd, 1838 -

"The ?everend Mr, Start who sailed fro land, in comnany

" with the Bishop of Calcutta some yearz ago for the Fast Indies,

having spent four years ir missiorary labours in Patna, was so

. deeply impressed with-the importance of the work that he

determined not only to consecrate himself but his property also,
to theservice of his Redeemer. For this purpose he came over

to England to seek for suitable persons to be employed as

-M1531onar1es amonr the Heathen: not succeeding as ne had

1.
26

hoped, he went to Germany and at Berlin found several pilous

devoted. persons ready to go with their lives in their hands,

Biere 1838, p.66.

The leader of Start's missionaries was G. Stolzenberg who,
prior’ $5 meeting Gossner and experiencing conversion, had
been a siudent of philosophy in the University of Berlin
the other members of the party were 211 artisans.

W. Holsten. Johanneg Evangelista Gossner p.138.
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to preach the unsearchsble riches of Christ. Therc he engaged
twelve missionaries, thres of wahom were accompanied By their
wvives. They arrived this week in Liverpool and lMr. Start
having paid out of his own private resources the expense of
their'outfi%ting and of the passagse, which alone exceeded
£900, emberked with them on board the ‘Blorenge! -and sailed

on Thursday last for Calcutta.®

On February 28th, 1839 Start and his party reached Patna safely-
and Gossner duly printed their first impressions in the 'Biene';
"the Beptists do not keep feasts™ (the reference was to the
non-observance of Christmas and the New Year) "the Indians do
‘not sing". They moved to their new home at Hajipur across the
‘river from Patna and at once 2ll joined in singing es an aét of
.‘thanksgiving "Wow thank we 211 our God". (2)- The missionary
-principles on which Start and Gossner saw eye to eye were .
immediately put into practices +the missionaries all lived iogether
in the old derelict Racing Club built by the English résidents at
the turn of the century and bought by Start after floods had
destroyed the race course; +the ballroom was converted into.a
Chapel and the remaining rooms turmed into lodgingss only two
servants were employed as sweepers, while all the domestic work
was undertaken by the three vomenj; Baumann'and Stolke learned
from a Moslem baker how. to bake brezd; Wernicke looked aftér a
haird of sheep and goats, shearing them and when necessary
slaughtering them for meat; Dannenburg, vho was a carpenter, made
the furniture; HMaas and Rebsch, who were tailors, made clothes,
and Brandin took up watch repairing; the other men helfed to
bring in firewood from the junsle and joired in constructing a

blacksmith's shov with a forge; " Stolzenberg acted as general

1, Migsionary Regisier 1838. 99429.
2.- Biene 18)"0 0220'
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supervisor, pharmacist and doctor while at the sane ?ime-
conducting the Bible and language classes for all. 1) In their
letter to Gossner dated March 15th, 1839 they wrote -

"The Natives are astonished at seeing us with a broom in

our nand, cleaninz our shoes, making butter, slanghtering

animals, etc. It seems incomprehensible to them that

Sahibs are also able 0 work. They are beginning to
lose their respecto"(g)
In Jenuary 1840 the C.M.S. missionary John Jamss Weitbfecht on
his way from Burdwan to Benares passed throuzh Paina and noted
in his journal :- '

"Januery 6th. We reached Patna and walked through the town to
¥r. Start's house but did not find him at home. One of his
missionaries was however very kind to us and supplied all our

wants"

¥Yeitbrecht with his wife and infant son were making the trip up *
the river to Benares to recoup their health; their boat crossed .
over to Hajipur and they met the missionaries. Weitbrecht duly
noted - ' '
"Wé paid a visit.td a party of German missioﬁariés at Hadjepore
who had been brought out to India by a very devoted Christian,
- Mr, Start. Twenty were residing together under one roof,
engaged in learning the language. The three female
missionaries prepared the food and waited on all. These

w(3)

brethren were aftervards stationed in different localities.

On Jamary.29th 1840 a party of five more missionaries including

1. W. Holsten op.cit. p.138
2. Biene 1839, p.24.

3¢ Memoir of the Reve JoJ. Weitbrecht by Mrs. Weitbrecht.
John Migbet & Co. London 1884, D.215, 218, Weitbrecht
was missionary at Burdwan from 183121852,
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three pastors and a teacher arrived from Zerlin, foliowed in May -
of the same year by two more unmarried pastors and four young
women, the progpsctive brides for the missionaries, chaperoned

-2

1
by Pastor and Mrs. J.D. Prochnow, .

Start, having sttled his missionaries in Eajipur for their time
of languasge study, now proceeded to fird stations to which they
could be sent; he approached the Baptists and made an offer to
buy their nearest station ten miles avay at Dig&hé thé arrange-

ment was approved and reporied:-

"An offer having been made by the Rey; %, Start to purchase
~ the Society's premises at Digsh, Mr. Lawrencé deemed it
advisable to accept the offer, and transfer the property to
that gentleman, who intends to place at Digeh one or more
of the German\missionaries vho are labouring under his
directiono"(2/ .
In the same year, 1840, 2 station was founded to the north of the

river at Muzaflfarpur.

-The arrival of six pastors amonsst the first reinforcements for
the Mdssion could not but héve its effect on the hitherto
.overwhelmingly loy and artisan missionary body, amongst whom
Stolzenberg had technically only the ‘status of a theological
student-cum-siudent pastor, since he had not adtually received
formal ordination. 4 division soon khecame apparent between a
small group led by Pastor Kluge, who wished for a more definite
Lutheran and Church basis for the Mission, and the rest of the
Brothren who were compelled by their pietistic principleslto be
averse to anything vhich smacked of formalism or church order.

.On April 17th, 1841, Kluge presented to the missionary conference

lo W, Holsten op.cits p.138.
t

b

2, Baptist Missionary Society Reporit. Missionmary Register

1841. p.179.
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at Hajipur the viewpoint of Stolzenberg, Prochnow, Rudolph and
himself in a se' sf eighteen theses which stressed the To’TOW1n°
items as of importance for the new Missi e

1, The Confessions of Faith of the German Iutheran Church and
the Word of God a3 explained in the Confessional Statements
of the Lutheran Church should be the doctrinal basis.for

the Mission, since neither a new Church nor a new sect were

desirable.

=

2, ALl teaching opposed to the Confessional Statements of our
Church ard the Word of God are heretical, but we recognise
everywhere those Brethren in Christ, who ground their own
salvation on the Blood of Christ and accept His JLStlLlCaulOﬂ

_ and Second Coming,

3. The ordination given to all the Brethren by Gossner bypeans
of Prayer and the Laying on of Hards is wvalid, but'ih a
migsionary community divided into smaller departments,
only a few brethren are nesded for carrying out gpiritual
functionss the lay brethren renounce volun tarllJ their
spiritual functions until such time as a greater need
arises, and, meanwhile, they confins themselves to preadhing
the Cospel. _ ' _

4, The acts of corporate worship should be in accordance with
-one of the old Lutheran Service Books omitting what is

inapplicable to modern times, this country and present
nece 51t1es,

5. An Inspector for the mission should be chogen who should
supervise its general life, its eccnomy, the diaries and
reports, as well as the spiritual welfare of all the
Brethren; other offlcnrs should be resporsible for the
domestic life and for finance; e rerort should be sent io
Gossner in Berlin twice a year; a conference of missionearies
should be summoned regularly by the Inspector as and when
he thinks fitet) |

l. Y. Holsten op.cite pol142.
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The conference of missionaries firmly rejected Kluge's theses;

in particular, the Brethren were averse to adopting the Lutheran
confessions and to the appointment of an Inspector, seeing these
_.as_neans wheraby the direct ieadership of the Holy Spirit was '
liable to be attacked. . For the present there was no schism but,
later, after Kluge's death by drovming on Auzust 28th 1841,
Stolzenberg, Prochnow, Rudolph, Heinig, Rebsch, and Ullmann felt
free to leave the mission, since they had no dﬁeﬁ obligation

either to Start or to their fellow missionaries.

The first attempt to form Gossner's missionaries into a conventional
Higsionary Society had been frustrated; meanwhile the work -of the
Brethren spread out from Patna, and stations were founded at

Chaprah in 1842 and to the south of the river at Arrah in 1843;
after ten years this station was moved to Buxar, when a house,

and later, the government school and the cantonment chﬁrch viere

. .. . 1
made available to the m1551onar1esa( )

1, Mission stations in the CGanges valley.

i
1839 Hajipur.- -+ Psgtor Aa‘Sternberg; F. Paproth (died of
cholera 13/10/40) G. Treuthler and wife,
Jo Stolka,

1840 Muzaffarpur. Pastor Schorisch (died of cholera 22/6/46)
. C. Baumann, M. Rebsch, L, Brandin and wife,

1842 Chaprah. . Pastor Stolzenberg, J.F. Ullman, ¥, Stulpnagel
(died of cholera 19/9/42} U, Wernike and wife.
_Ribbelganj. - Pastor Kluge (Growned 25/8/41) C. Maas (died
- of preumonia 3/10/42) A. Rudolph.

1343 Arrah/Buxar.'- Pastor A. Sternberg.
The stations at Digal Ribbelganj and Hajipur were quickly abandoned.
Of the original migsionaries, onlythree remained permanently at
work:- Louis Brandin in Muzaffarpur, died 1862; Charles Baumann
in Chaprah, died 1878; and A. Stedberg in-Buxar, died 1864.

W, Holsten op.cits 0.139 7o



Begarding the policy of the mission and its finances, Start was

willing to let the missionaries have a completely free handj
doctrinally there was never again any subscription demended to
ecclesiagtical or sectarian forms; finan wcially the miggionaries.

were at liberty to draw on Start's banking account, but it was
generally assumed that they would earn their own living and pay
their own way by their owm efforts. Start himgself soon left
Patna to open up a new field in Darjeeling, returning periodically
to his house for visits in the cold weather; that his missionary
activity was more than superficial his fellow passenzer on the
'James Sibbald!, John Haeberlin, noticed when, as Agent for the
British and Poreign Bidle Society in Calcutta, he passed through
Patna in 1643, '

"The Rev. W. Start of Patna, has not only acquired the
dialect and speaks ard preaches in it to the people, but
hag actually translated some of the Gospels; he is of the
opinion that through the madium of this dialect alone, can
access be found to, and the knowledsge of Christianity be
spread zmonast at least one million of Hindus who now live
_in the birth place of Buddhism and the seat of the first

Bengall povers"

The question of the local dialect was -one which the Bible Society
studied with keen interest.since distribution of the scriptures
-was one of the main methods of evangelism. Hagberlin left
34440 volumes of scriptures in the Bengali, Hindu, Urdu and
Persian languazes for the districts of Patns and Behar.(3)
Bazzar preaching and distribution of the Scriptures - these were

the standard, proved methods of contact between themselves and

1, From 1838 to 1844 Haeberlin was seconded by C.M.S. to work as
the Agent for the British and Foreign Bible Society in India.
See BiF.B.S. Annual Repdrit 1838 pe.lxxvie.

2e B<F.B.S. Animual Report 1844 p.xcii,
3, ibid.
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the Hindu and Mbsiem societiés vhich surrounded them; in this way
the migsionaries entered into the rough and tumble of preaching thé
Gospel following the same New Testament pattern as that mapped out
by St. Paul; public preaching was followed by exposition of the

scripiures for those vho siayed to enquire further.

A third more peaceful though not.less controversial way of
peretratiny Indian society was by foundine schools in which children

L

were tavght not orly to read and write, but to read for themselves

the Christian Scriptures and %o hear thenm expourded by ons of the

Brethren. To begin with, in almost every case, scholars were
orphans wno wer2 cared for by the missionaries. . After a decade

of experience the Brethren st Chaprah wrote in their report for

1852 :-

"The school masters get Hs.4 per month salary on cordition

that they have an average attendance of 30 to 40 boys. .300 _'
_boys are taught in this way in the 8 schools.. In the cold
season the attendance is greater than in the time of harvest
and festfivals. They learn such things as they are likely %o
require gfterwards.in their buginess, that is besides writing
and reading, shop account keeping; for this simpie ﬁurpqse
their ovm native method is sufficient, therefore, we leave this
part of instruction quite to their own care, confining our ‘
attention to the religious instruction of the children. 4s
they are known generally to have good memories ve get a great
number of them to learn a catechism; with the 10 Commandments,
the Iord's Prayer, several hymns and wverses of Scripture;

soite who attend regularly may be brought also as far as- to

read the Scriptureé with interests If we consider the greaf
difficulties which even adulte have in breakine caste we -
cannot expect soon to get converts from émong them, navertheless

* we hope that in this -way much will be done to dissipate the
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(()ui' religion and to underminz the authority
1

4
L

prejudices agains

of the idolatrous."

The missionaries at.Arrah were able o acquire a lithographic press
ard with grants of paper from the Religious Tract Society in

Icndon the senior orphan boys helped in producing tracts and

pamphlets for distribution.

This three pror\ged method of evangelism through preaching in the
bazaars, distribution of scriptures and iracis, and by founding

schools, was common to all Protestant missions in the first half
of the nineteenth century. The Gossnsr Brethren ;rr:erely put into
practice what othexr missionaries before them and beside them had

.done and were doing.

. It is over the domestic policy of their mission that a corpletely
rew principlé was introduced - not new in iigelf since the
Moravians had been practlsn it from the beginning - but new to
North India; by means of their own skills and hard work the
Brethren were to become eco'nomically integrated into their
locality, so that subsidies from abroad or from Start wer
‘required only in emergencies. Since they received no salary
they were compelled to maintain themselves by their own manual

labour.

Jesus, the carpenter, and Paul, the tent-maker, were the ideal
missionaries whom Gossnor expscted his own missionaries to
imitate, by themselves working and at the same time preaching

and teaching.

The difficulties inherent in such a course in an eastern city were

azlJpa:r:ent from the begiming; uheJ were nrplalncd by the C.M.S.

1. M. Wylie. Bengal as a Field of Miss ions. p.368.

J. ¥ullens. Christian iissions in North India. London '1848.
pe9. ' '
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Missioﬂary, Weitbrecht, when he returnsd to BEurope in 1842/43 in
hisz lectures to itne Basel lMission and to audiences in England;
subsequently published as ‘'Iissions in Benzal!, Weitbrecht vrote

off the schers as a compleie failure -

"ir. Start entertainzd the hopz thati his missions would in
time support themselves; and some of the misgionaries being-
artisans and farmers began cultivating the cround, while others
who wars blacksmiths set up a smith's shop} but this was aﬂ
_entire failure. Ilanual labour in the fiéld and at the forge
is to0 the Buropean in a tropical climate an impossibility,

and after a short attempt the ariisans became ill and were
obliged to lay the hammer and the hoe aaide. Morcover,
“every kind of handy work is done at a much cheaper ra’ce-by
~ the Hindu who lives upon rice and‘vegetables, so that no ( >
1

European can corpfete with.him in price on this account."

Daily bread must be considered a fconditio sine qua non' of
subcessful missionary enterprise. The extent to which Start was
able to maintain a mission staff over the vears depended in exact
proportion'to.the number of Europeans any ong mission stétion,

could afford economiczlly.

Betveen the years 1839 and 1846 CGossner supplied Start with 24
missionaries; of these, five died in service and seven left to

enter other societiesj two vho became Anglicans and joined the

(2)

C.M.S. were ordained by the Bishop of Calcutta - Stolzenbverg

N ) .
worked in Benares and J. Do Prochnow\a) for the Himalayan

l. Jao Jo Veitbrecht. !'Protestant Missions in Bengal’ P.325,

2. G. Stolzenberg accompanied Start to India in 1838, He was
ordained by Bishop Wilson on August 21st 1842, and died at -
Benares from typhus in 1845, ' Calcutta Corresponding
Coumitiee of C.M.S. Report 1843 p.3.

30 JeDo Prochnow., IMissionary at Kotgzrh 1843-1858. Retired
owing to his wife's ill-health to CGermany. A member of the
Curatorium of the Gossner Mission, he wrote Gossner's
biography. Died 1888, :
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1 . .
Missionary dﬁlOﬂ.( ) . //
I

In his report for the newly formed Additional Clergy Society, the
secretary, Josiah Pratt, Bishop Wisoa's domestic chaplain,
commented on Prochnow's Ordinatioa which had taken place on

Ascension Day, 1843 stated ~-

Mir, Start intended opening from his cwn resources a mission
in this country on hls oim plan. The missionaries were to
labowr with their owm hands and do what they could to support
themselves; the rest he would supply trusting to their

conscientious economy. The design failed. The simple minded

end excellent missionaries felt deeply the need of the order
connected with a visible and external Church." '

In the same repori Pratt dso remarked ?h%t Start had seceded from
2

the Church of Englard "some time ago"s
In 2ll fairness, it must be said, that only some of Gossner's
missionaries felt deeply 'the need of the order connected with a
visible ani external Church', but this particular deficiency and
the method of remedying it were %o haunt the Gossner-Brethren

over the ye Se tability, not only in spiritual matters, bub

in the equally 1mnoruant matters of finance, status, and domestic
security whidhAeglish society gave to its missionaries, coupled
with the preagiiée of their fellow countrymen in India wvho worked
happily for the Anglican Church as members of the Church Missionary
Society - these_conditioﬁs were to provide Gossner's Germans over
the years. with alternative means of evanselism which not a few -

were 10 seize., John Janns Veitbrecht, the C.M.S. missionary at

1, TFor the Himalayan Mission vhich was hahen over by the C.HM.S.
in 1852 see =~ ,
B, Stock, 'History of the C.i.S.! Vol, 2 p.202
Je dlchter. History of Missions in India. P.194.

.2, Report of Additional Clergy Socieby. Missionary Register
1843 D.364. .
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Burdwan and a native of YRirtermberg, was able to illustrate - this

contrast in missionary methods by the following touching incident

recounted by his wife :-

"It was during 1847 that ks Usitbrecht in the true spirit of
a missionary brovher, received into his house a German school
naster with his wife anmd child. ° These good people had been

sent out by those who had certainly more zeal than discretion

.t0 fill a sphere not properly defined and found themselves on

arrival in India without resources amnd without a homs. They"
were brought to his notice and thankfully accepted his invitation
to reside in his family till they could be united with a society.
They regided in the mission house for many months. They were .
excellent arnd devoted people who are now fillinz a sphere of
usefullness in Bengal and connected with the Church Missionéry

Society." 1

In Darjeeling, Start pursued the same policy of a self-supporting

mission to the Lepchas, one of the hill {ribes of Wepal. The

announcerent of the new mission was reported in the TFebruary

mmber of the Calcutta Christian Observer for 1842 as follows :~

1,

e understand that three artisan missionaries of the Cerman
fdssion at Patna, connected with ¥Mr. Start, are about to be:
located at Derjeelings lMr. Start has purchased the land
there; for that purpose, and has also efected, or is now
erecting a Mission llouse at the gtation for himself and

friends, as also Mission Houses for the permanent ifissionary

Memoir of J.J. Weitbrecht. p.37%.

The missionary in question was Hermann Ansorge, who after
staying in Ranchi for only .four months from July to October
1846 left the Gossner-Brethren., He worked as a C.M.S.
nissionary in Bengal from 1847-55.

Calcutta Correspondinz Commitiee of C.i.S. Report 1848 p.4.
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residents at !'The Bright Spot'. The German mission is
conducted on principles very similer to those of the Moravians;
'tﬁey are desigred to be self-supporting Missions, and hence

the Brethren about to bz located at Darjeelinﬁ will not only
instruct the heathen in the truth of Chri stianity, but also

in thosé different branches of labour, vhich may be brought

to-bear on their present happiness, in the increased enjoyment

Fy
I._l
'.l-
Hy
[0}

2

of the comforts o

Start's work of trasnslation brousht him to the.notice of the Bible
Society in Calcutta, and in 1847 they printed the CGospel of St.
lMatthew in Lepcha from a manuscrivt prepared end financed by him;
this was followed in 1851 by the (ospel of St. Luke, and in 1853
by the Acts of the 4Apostles. 1. In 1852 Start was compelled to
leave- India owing to ill-hecalth and he returned to England to
récuperate;-.his faithful colleague over the years was Cherles
Niebel, onz of tihe pastors who had come ocut to the CGanges Mission

in 1840 and who remained in Darjeeling until his death in 1865(2)

"In summing up what William Starit had attempted to do on his own
initiative and with his own resovrces, we find the situation
critically revieved by Bishop Cotton of Calecutta who visitéd
_Darjeeling in 1862, The Bishop's remarks are worth quoﬁing

'in extenso! :-

.Darjeeling Aucust 1862.

"ffe have made acquaintance with s missionary who has been here
twenty years and belongs to the mission established by Mr.
Start, a Christian attached to né particular denomination, who

t1ll soes ebout preaching and devoting his substance to
‘missionary work, and is ready to send out any evangelical

man, as he esxpresses it, of whaiscever persuvasion, who is

1. B.F.B.S. Reports 1847 p.90. 1851 p.77. 1853 p.80.
%o Baia Badley. Indian Missionary Directory 1881 p.234..
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willing to preach the gospsl, 30 he sent here somé four or

five CGerman ILutherans, of vhom Fiebel is the only one who has
) y

adhered to his originsl; missionary callinz, thouzh he has

deserted his original form of belief by turning Baptist.

But tro Start did not supply his staff with adequate means of
support, and so all the rest have besn driven to secular work
for a maintenance, one having become a dbutcher, another a

house agent. " So all the funds sre concentrated on Niebel vho
has besgides a grant of 60 rupees a month from the London
Missionary Society. He seems a good honest Chrigtian man and
has made some progress in the Lepcha languase into which he has
translated CGenesis, Exodus 1-20 and St. John. He has, however,

made no coaveris, but two Lepchas coms to him to resd the Bible.

He has no school; he sgems to know very little of the peovle
or their religion;. being surprised even to find that we nad
bought gome prayer vheels and asking where we had got them.
0f the Buddhist system he clearly was vholly ignorant.

But in truth I do not blame him; he has probably been ur ained
in the belief that his only work is to preach a certain set of
doctrines in exactly the same terms to everybody without any
- consideration of particular wanis and circumstances. I only
blame those vho fancy that missionary operations can succeed

if conducted on such principles as these.

4 man with no definite creed - except, I suppose a be;ief in

the inspiration of Scripture and justification by faith,

openly rejecting all branches of the Christian Church, ard
therefore all the advantases of organisation -« sends out a
nunber of uneducated Cermans . to undeftake the work of converting
a mixed populaiion of Hindus, Buddhists; Mohomztans and semi-

barbarious mountainsers.
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Ee does not provide them with. funds, expectiny, I suppose,

that they will be maintained miraculously. ‘hat wonder if

the majority subside into their natural occupation as itradesmen,
and the only one who retains much enthusiasm for the work vhich.
he has undertalken, afver adopiinz the opinions of the narrowest
and most anti-Catholic of all sects find that after twenty years

he has effected absolutely nothing?®"

Implicit in the Bishop's criticism of Start and his nechods is the
rejection also of those principles vhich Gossner had advocated and
for which he had been willing to brealk with the Berlin Missionary
Sceiety in 1836, Start's contemporaries had been critical of his
methods, but at the same time had applanded his genuine Christian
philanthropy. Bishiop Cotton's wmore acid criticism closes the
chapter on a failure in missionary experiment: he writes as it
were the epitaph on Start's missionary methods vhen reviewed over

a span of tweniy years.

The Gossner h1~510q bo the Ganges Valley for which illiam Start
had acted as gponsor maintained its somewhat precarious existence
for the next eighty years; the copverts in 1871 numbered 399,
but ten years later were reduced to 338- four stations &=
Emzaffargur, Chapreh, Buxar and Larbhanoah maintained five small
schools.kz) After the l9¢4/lo Viar this whole field wes
relinquished, the Christians joined other congresations and the
oroperty was sold. This missionary enterprise directed iowards
indus which the CGossner-Brethren had mounted and maintained for
nearly a century rever achieved the breakthrough vhich was to
characterise the bission to the aboriginals of Chota Hagpur.

The proceeds of the sale of the lMigsion pronerties in the Ganges

l. Mrs. Cotton, Momoir of Bi

ishop G.E.L. Cotton. Longman,
Green & Co. Lohdon 1871 p. :

ho
254
2. Protestant Missicns in India. Religious

20 I‘{ Aa S'].e ring
’ .!.e ty 8840 Pnl4o
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velley wexs given to the sister Ifission by the Mission Board in

'Berlin.

.Such is the brief summary of the first attempt to apply Gossner's
missionary principles in India. This was to be followed by the
Misgion to the Gonds in Central India in 1841, and the Ifission -

to the Kols of Chota Nagpur in 1844.

l, C.He Swavely, The Iutheran Enterprize in India 1796-1‘952.
L / Federation of Evanselical Lutheran Cﬁmches in India 1952 D.49.
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The HMission to Central [ndia 1841,

The disaster which swifily overtook this second attempt. by Gossner's
missionaries to apply his principleg in India has resulted in there
being extant few, if any, sources ito vhich reference can be made.
The account given below is interesting for the light it throws on
the subsequent history of the Gossner HMission to Chota Nazpur.

The patron or sponsor for the mission, Doneld *cleod, was an
Indian Gov°rnment officer and uhe:people gmongst whom he wished

the Gossner-Brethren to work were Conds, one of the aboriginal

tribes of Central India.

4 critiCal observer, Dr, William Brown, Secretary of the Scottish

lissionary locwebyp in his 'History of Christian Missions!

published in 1854, vrites as follows :=

"Tn September 1841 the Rsverend H, Loesch and four unordained

brethren arrived in Bowmbay and were joined by another brother

i#no had come by the overland route., The five unordained
brethren were arbisans and agr1cu1uuri$ts; one of them also

appears to havé@a@ gome knowledse of medicine. ' _

‘They were sent out by Pastor Gossner in compliance with the

wishes of a pious civilian (Donald MbLeod)(l who felf deeply
interested in the Gords, one of the aboriginal tribes of

India, from having dwelt long in their neighbourhood, and vho .
had offered to support missiongries if sent to them.

On arrival in the country of the Gonds along the south bank

of the Werbudda near its sources, %he missionaries took up
their residence at the village of Xeorengia. They found the
people at first very shy as they usu.alWy are to strangers, ard
they could haxr dly obtain the nescessities of life from thpm,
though they at length gained itheir confidence so. nacb that

they gave them a great psrit of tLeir fields to cultivate.

le Sir Donsld I“Wcll Mclood 181O~187 ~ Lieutenant CGovernor of
the Punjab 1865-1870, :
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The missionaries now commenced Cutulnﬁ dowvm timber and ronov1n=
the stones of a ruined temple wherawith to build houses. The
Gonds wondered to see Euwropeans thus vork w7 th their o hands
and essisted them in carrying the timber to the nlace vhere
the houses were to be built. Durine the hot weather the lay
brethren vere toilins in the sun from morning to night cutting
the timber. '
By the commencement of the rains their howes were not quite
readys During the dayv they worked in the damp fields with a
hot sun overhead., Then their houses bezan to leak and there
wag not a dry spot in the whole house; even the places they
iay on were v.-'-at. ‘The consequence vas they were zll attacked
with disrrhoea.
In this state, however, without appetite or strength they
continued to toil at the completion of their houses and the
cultivation of their fieldz, - One day we find it stated that
they were many hours in the poufimg rain, sowing their seeds
and TGPQiTiﬂF their roofs., They were, in fact, recovering
vhen the wind, loaded with m01ﬂ+ure; blowinr in on their
debilitated bodles through windows without glass "they fell
like dead men on the floox", . '
One died, 23rd July 13842, only five months after arrival ab
Xerangia; their dcctor on the 26th, and on the 3lst, Loeach.
and Catzke, the carpenter. The two who survived, Bartels
and Aplewere, were now left by their'servantsﬂapduby everybody;
many of the people of the villaze also took ill ard died, and
those vho remained fled in terror to the mountain. .
At last the two survivors fell ill, and wrote to their friends
at Jabbalpur praying for means to convey them to that statidn.
They accordingly removed thither from ncﬁan01a and there they
‘both recovered. any aftervards removed to Kampti and

ultimately became connecied with the Free Church mission
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in Hagpur.'

Tn his preface Dr. Browm had warnsd his readers that he would not
sﬁare them the painful details of '"the errors and defects of
paruicular-missions", In fact, he corsidered these to be "highly
instructive and useful in CWnckzpn similar evils in time to come'.
And s0, in passing judrment on Cossner and his methods, vhich the
disaster of the Central Indien MHssion had merely illustrated,

Brown notes four poiais . :=-
l. It is not always safe to rely upon the promises of individuals

e
onarigs wvere soonn lelti unprovided for,

for support. Iiss 3 X
being compelled to rely entirely upon their owm labour or to
look to Cossner for help.

2o, The self-supporting plan for migsions - especially in Lndla -
had resulted in a very high cusuQTtJ rate in regard to
sickness and death aron*st the missionaries.

30 The gecession of workers Irvom the Gossner missions to other

societies had heen a general praciice.

&

-
°

The economy which Cossner had stressed in-both the training

and maintenance of his missionaries was more apparent than real.

In reviewing these criticisms let us take the third one first :-
True to his principles, embodied in the Constitution he had

drafted for the Migsionary Association of his Bethlehem parish

in 1836, Gossner. had stated explicifly:-
"Unlike the large missionary societies, the little Association
does not propose to support its candidates in the world of the

heathen from its own resources, but to hand then over to other

-

1. Based on 'On the Claims of the Gomds o Christian Sympathy*
-+
(18}

To. Philips. Calcutte Christian Observer. October 1850,
auoted by V. Browm. Pho ﬂnstory of Christian HMissions in
the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries. '3 Vols. Thomas

Beker. London 1859, ¥ 1; 3 po4.68f.
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nmissionary societies which uniexteke their further instruction
and finally their meintenance from their missionary 1ncome" (l)
Thug Zogsner shed no tears vnen his missionaries joiﬁéd other
rissiong or chuwrchesj it was his intention that his workers
should be employed in and by other associations and societies
vhenever possible and he consistently rafused Vo develop the
elsborate organisation which a conventional !fissionary Society-
required, The factor for vhich Gogsner had not alloﬁed in
senéinzg out his worlers and which the missions in Indie were to
expose as terribly precarious was the role of the rich, private

"patron.

gen willing $o recruit Gossner's

o'

: (2) . .
Unlike Dr. Lans '~ ‘gho had
missioneries for work amonasi theaboriginals of Australia, but
vho fully intended that they should come under the discipline

hur

of the Scois Presbyterian Church in. Australia, William Start and

Donald icleod were simply wealthy ';d1v1duals with a desire to
ronote “hrlutlnn missions in India =~ this neither more nor less.
Since neither of them were permanently resident vith their
missianaries, as private imdividuals, however willing, they we
unable Lo cope single-handed with the series of crises which
overtook their missionary workers during the early deys of the

enterprise.

1, Appendix 1, Constitution of 1838, section 2.

2. Dr. John Dunmore leng of the Scots Presbyterian Church of
Australia was the first agent to apply to Gogsner for
missionaries. On 10th July 1837 the first eleven Brethren
left for work amonast the aboriginasls of Ibreton Bay, near
Brisbane in Queenslard. Goesner was able to outfit these’
men (soven of whom wexe marrlpd) and pay their passage to
Scotlard., The Irish Presbyterian Church paid the pagsaze 1o
fustralia and the Scots Presvyterian Church in Australia
undertook %o malnu11n the mizsion on the understanding that

" Gossrner's missionaries would form-connection with that Church.
In Ocuobe; 1950 there viere sixteen 1aymenﬁ and sixteen laywomen
at work in the Ausitraslien mission.. Brown svates that the
mission had accompiished - "“omethlqg for the colomiste but
nothing for the heathen". Vo Brovm op.cit. Vol.3 p.468.

Missionary Register 1839 p.1963; 1840 p.230,

LTT B SN TR U I P ot o T A ]
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"hen the missionary base itself was so weak and financially so
precarious, owing to crises which stemmed frequently from economic
causas, loyalty to an absentee employer was the only loyalty vhich
could be evoked.by tHe Brethren during periods of gtress. Not
unraturally for reasons both economical and spiritual, the Gossner-
" Brethren felt free to come znd go as they pleased, '
Intimately conneciesd with the role of private patron was the further
controversial principle adopted by the Gossner-Brethrén in a

tropical climate, mamely that of 'self-help!'!

The 'self-help' principle which Gossner advocated was identically
the sewe as thal adopted by Zinzendorf and the Moravians. In the
. tCircular! advertising the proposed settlement of Goszner's
missionaries at Moreton Bay in Queensland it is clearly stated
that the whole'enterprise was intended o ' _ .
"he formed and conducted like the one alreédy established
in the vidinity on the Moravian plan. The lay missionaries
are 2ll either hamdicraftsmen or agriculturists and fhey can
thus do much for their own support and comfort.....the lzbours
of the lay breihren will tend greatly to lessen the expenses

‘of the Mission.“(;

Since the year 1732 when Leonard Dober, a potter, and David
‘Witschmamn, a carpenier, had set out on foot from Herrnhutt for
Copenhageh, "hundles on their bhacks, thirty shillingé in their
pbckets;_and the invingible all~embracing love of Christ in their -
hearﬁs"(2)the Moravians had maintained the principle of a "ent-
making mini.s'try" ags fundamental to their Christian apostolate.

Such being the case it is all the more pertinent to note that the

Migsionary Register 1840 p.230.

Dober and Nitschmarm were the first two Moravian migsionaries.
They seiled from Copenhazen %o work amonszst the slaves.in St.
Thomas in the Danish Vest-Indies on October 8th 1732. -
A.d. lewis. 'Zinzendorf the Ecumenical Pionser! S.C.M,
Press 18620 po79o

[ae)
°
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two Moravien missions which were established in India, after
little more than a guarter of a-gontwy, were withdrawm and
‘closed down; the mission to Tranquebar from 1768 to 1803 was
avandoned due mainly to the hostility of the local clergy who
succossfully prevented the lboravians from preaching publicly;
here over a period of twanty-Ifive years 40 missionarles died

in service; the mission in Bengal ffom 1777 to 1803 abo ended

in failure, the reasons given being that the time spent on
garninz a livine was so greal that there was little or no time
for preachiny; and szecondly, that the caste system effectively

prevented the missionaries in those years from coming into-close

. . 1
touch with the natives, )

Yeither Zinzendorf nor Gossner were men lildy to be deterred by

izh fa 'ality rate amongst

apparent failure or by the alarmingly h
their missionaries. The understanding between Cossner and his
"missionaries was clear from the day he accepted them =

"I promise you nothing; you must g0 in feith. 4nd if
Jou cannot o in faith y you had better not go at all".(g)

Ioyal to this principle Gossner's missionaries were sent out

along the highways and bye-ways of.the world. “Whatever their
destination, vhatever their degtiny -~ Gossner's faith remained
unshaken to the end, that the word firsi entrusted to the- Apogtles -
"hen I sent you out without purse, and wallet and shoes - la acked

ye anything?" (Luke 22. v.35) was equally sure in his own day.

By contrast the attitude and experience of Bishop Cotton

expressed in his criticism of Start - "He does not provide them

T L

ith funds, expsctinzg, T suppose, that.they will be maintainsd

mirzculously" amply demonstrates the polarity of Christian

l, J.E. Hutton. History of the lboravian Missions. Ibravian
Publishing Office 1922, p.165,

2. Vo B.I'O"."ﬂl OPoCito pl.472°
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interpretation ard experience in methods of preaching the -

- Gospel,

Gossner'y third mission in Irdia, the mission to the ¥ols of

Chota Nagpur, was to feel the tension of these conflicting

[0

[eIRY)

i~

principles and was tnesg the dire results attending upon
the crisis whilch ensued vhen these vrinciples came Ffinally.

into colliszion.
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The Aboriginal Tribes of the Chota Naspur Flateau.

In reviewing the success of Christian missiors in India during
the ninoteenth century, the German scholar, Julius Richter,
vrote as follows :=

"Tn the fourth missionary veriod, 1857 to 1880 a new factor
pressed iato the fbreggﬁﬁﬁéof the missionary situation, and
for a quariter of a century atiracted universal attention,
narmely the hill and forest (ribes, the Aborigines of India.
Simple agricultural and hunting tribes knocked =t the door

of the Chrisztian Church and besousht asdmissicn; congregatioﬁs,
churches, schools, a staff of teachers and preacherz, all

could ve inaugurated in the greatest simplicity from the
bottom rung of the ledder to the top; the powers and

abilities already existent in the nevly received converts

could be at once broushit into plays All the clumsy apparatus
of Indian missionary organisation - educational, medical,
Zenana, industrial missions etc., could be dispensed with,
And it vas precisely &% this limitation to forces that lay
ready o0 their hand that the highest genius was manifeéted.”(l)
It was Gossner's mission to the aboriginal tribes of Chota'Nagpur,
commenced in 1845, and the success of his missionaries there which
first focused atteantion on this virtuelly virgin field. The-
name by vhich the mission came to be knowvn was Gossner's Mission
to the Kols (or Coles) of Chutia (or Chota) Wagpur. Tae word
'Kol' is now obsolescent but it was gonerally used in India
during the ninsteenth céntury t0 denote the aboriginal tribes
living in Bengal and Bihar,

Az a generic term for the aboriginal tribes of North India the

"l. Julius Richter 1862-194C, Misgsionary scholar, Profegsor
of klissions in the University of Berlin.
A Higtory of Missions in India. Translated by S.H. Hooro.
©1908. p.415, ’
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word '¥ol! vias first given official sanction in a monograph

entitled 'The Ethnology of India' published in 1866 and written

by Mr. Justice Campbell, In explaiﬁing the word, Campbell

comnented -

"Altogether I have wvery little doudt that the ordinary word
COOLEE (Coolie, Cooly¥) as applied to a bearer of bunlens

or labourer is the same word, and it is the word generally
applied by the Northern Indians to desisnate the Aboriginal

(1)

tribes, most of whom they reduced to the condition of Helots."

Colonel ®.T. Dalton in an article published in the same journal,

similarly dssociated the word 'Kol' with the depressed status

the aboriginals were accorded in Hindu society :—

"The word Kol is one of the epithets of abuse applied by

the Brghminical races to the aborigines of the couuntry vho

opposed. their early settlement and it has adhered to the

2)

primitive tribes of Chota Nagzpur.!

In the 'article already referred to Campbell divided the sboriginal

tribes into two family sroups for classification on linguistic

groundss the North India group he termf'Kolarian' and the South

1.

2.

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Benzal 1866, Vol.35 part 2
.27, mee also:~ 'Kol' in Hastings Encyclopaedia of
Religion and Ethics,

Coolie, Cooly, Wo. 1 A variant of 'KULI' or 'KOLI' an
aborigingl tribe of Gujerat. .No. 2 A Wative hired
labourer or burden carrier in India and China. 1638,
Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. :

Colonel Dalton was Commigsioner of Chota Nagpur from 1857 to

1875 ®.T, Daliton, J.2.3.8. Vol., 35, part 2, p.145.

For an earlier piece of wresearch inito the Ahoriginals and.their
relations with Hindu society see ~ 'Two lectures on the
Aboriginal Racé of India, &g distinsuished from the Sanscritic
of Hindu Race' by Lt.Gen. Briggs F.R.8. Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland.  Vol.l3 1852
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Indian 'Dravidian'. Thisg clau°1flcut10n won goneral acceptance

until comnaratlvely recent times.

- Verrier Elwin stafcs that the method of claszifying the races of
India by linguistic terms has now been superseded; the current .
. terminology used by the Census of India for classification of
the ahorigzinals is '"Weddid" and 'Proto-Australoid'.(l)' For an
understanding of the progress of the mission however Camphell's
'lirnuistic clas sificaaion is the ﬁoro helpful since of the tribes
who 1nh wbited Chota Magpur, one ﬂroup was Kolarian and the other
Dravidlan. The Kolarian tribes were the Lurka Coles. 2 Hos,
Bhoomiz, lMundas and Santals the sole representative of the

Dravidian ahoriginals were the Uraons (also spelt Oraons).

' Mund
.The-KolariénAagi Dravidian Oraong were the tribes with which
Gossner's missionaries came into contact, each with its own

language and culture, though Campbell conceded -

'Buropeans apply the.term (Kol} to the Dravidian Oraons as
well as to th? gthers (the Hos and Mundas ) but perhaps
3 . .
"

erroneously.

In North India and esneclally in Bengal during the nineteenth

century the term 'Kol' was applied 1nd1fferently to signify any

. one of -the aboriginal tribes vho inhabited the highlands of the

Chota Naspur plateau. To-day the word is no longer .in current

1. V. Elwin. The Abdriginals. Oxford Pamphlets on Indian
Affairs No. 14. 1943 p.4. ' T
YWeddid - taken from the Veddas of Ceylon, one of the most
primitive types of aboriginal.
Proto-Australoid - a genetic term linking the Aborigines
of Australia vith thosc of Ceylon and India.

2. . For an early article on the Lurka Coles written by Dr. William
Dunbar, see Journal of the Roysl ‘Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland. Vol. 18 1861 .pp.370-377.

3- Jo Campbell. OP.Cit. p.27
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use and has become a term of disparagement denoting a person
with a dark or black skin. Tribal people in referring to
. themselves use the word 'idibasi' -~ '"Original Inhabitant', and

" this term has now won general acceptance. -

" Political listory.
(1)

Gossner's missionaries settled, is a plateau in the state of

* Chota Wagpur, = ‘the land of the_hunda anl Oraon tribes \here
Bihar seven thousand square miles in extent'rising to a height
of tw0‘thousaﬁd feet above sea level. TFrom 1780 onwards it
formed part of an administrative territory comprising districts
govcrned by British. officials and a °erles of Native states

uunder the control and partial munaﬂercnt of the British
Government, though ruled by petty raJahu_and chiefs. Since
British Governhent officers were to play an importhnt part in '

- the history of the Mission, a short review of the political

history of the territory will be of value.

Bihar together with Bengal and Orissa formed the 'Diwani of
Bengal' vhich the Emperor, Shah Alam II gave to Lord Clive in
return for the fortreos and ourroundlng diatricts of Allahabad,

restored to him by Clive in 1765.

'Diwvani' was the right- to collect the revenue of a province and
- under the Mogul Emperors was granted to favourites and courtiers
as a rewvard for service or as a mark of esteem. The revenue

system worked as follows :~

l. Alternative spellings given by S.C. Roy are as follows.-

The earliest name given by the British administration was
simply NAGPUR. Very soon this was changed to CIUTA (small)
NAGPOUR to distincuish it from the important city of Nagpur
in Central India. In 1812 the spelling was CHUTEA NAGPOOR,
then CHUTIYA NAGPORE, later still CHUTIA NAGPORE and flnully
CHOTA NAGPUR which is the accepted form of the name tonigy.
S.C. Roy. The Mundas and their Couniry. Thacker Spi

& Co. Calcutta 1912, p. 360-
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The revemio fér each province vas assessed bj the authorities in
‘Delhi and this sum was paid annually into the Imperial Exchequer;
all surplds reverme over and above this fixed amount was regarded
-as the emoluments of the 'diwani', being retained by the holder
for his ovm private use; in this way the holder of 'diwani‘ vas
free to-milk as much as he could from his province without let .
or hindrance. 'Diwani' carried no magisterial or sovereign
povers since these were retained nominally, at least,. by the
native rulere Clive in accepting the 'Diwani of Bengzzl' (the
division of the former Presidency into the modern states of
l Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa dates from the tﬁentieth,century) was
laying the foundation of the British revenue administration in
Indiae On behaif of the East India'Company, who earlierlin
1758 had refused to accept responsibility for the administiration
of Bengal, Clive undertook to pay into the Imperial Exchequer
26 Lakhs of rupees (RS.2;600,000) - approximately £260,000 - as
an anmal sum. In 1772 the Company determined to 'Stand forth
a3 Di???' and the reform of the Revenue system was taken in
hand.

In consequence of this new responsibility for fiscal law and order
the first recorded incident of the Bast India Company's '
connection with Chota Nagpur congerns one of the Conpany 8

officers, Captain Jacob Camac.

In 1772 Camac, appointed Military Collector of Ramgarh by the

Governor at Fort William, Calcutta, reinstated one of the petty

1. G, Dunbar. A.Hisbory of India. Ivor Nicholson and Watson
-+ 1936. p.354. :

2. Iieutenant-Colonel Jacob Camac. 1744-1785. Commissioned
in H.M's 84th Regiment 1763. Commanded the 24th Battalion
. Dengal N.I. (Ramwh Battalion) from 1766, Retired 1785
and died of fever in Ireland. :
Military Calendar Vol.2 p.l0l.
V.C.P. Hodson. List of the Officers of the Bengal Army
1758-1834 v.277.
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rajahs of Palamau, rajah Gopal Rai, who, in retufﬁ, acknowledged
himself as a vassal of the Company, paid an annual triﬁute of .
rupees 3,000 and undertook to assist the Company azainst the

Marhattas. 1

The first méeting between thé Bast India.Company Officer and the
rajah of Palamau furnishes an anecdote which illustrates admirably
_.the character of much of the Buropean administration in India
during the course of the: eighteenth ceﬁtury when 'to ﬁhake-the
p;voda tree! 2 waé recognised to be a natural consequence.of

.COmpany employment.

"In the rajah's turban were some very fine aiamonds which it
s sugzested had excited the cupidify of Captain Camac. The
- proposal for an exchanze of headgear emanated from him; he

declared that'it was the English custom of swearing eternal

friendship. - But the Captain had no such diamonds in ﬁis
headdress and the rajah ev1dent1y conoluded that he had been

'done' by the Company's officer." 5

1. S.C. Roy. ‘Mundas and their Country. p.183.

2, "'To shake the pagoda tree' - to make a fortune rapidly in
Indias The Bast India Company Chaplains were not immune to
this pracfice. 4s early as 1691 the Rev. Jethro Brideoak _
about to sail ag Chaplain to Fort St. George at Madras wrote -

"I am told of those Chaplains who have got very great estates
there, whither I am going, and particularly of one Evans who
havinz been there but a short tlme is now coming home worth
about £30,000,"

The Rev., T. Evans, a Welshman, was Chaplaln at Madras from
1689 to 1692, previously having been in Bengal with Job
Charnock, one of the founders of Calcutta.

C.B. lowis. Life of John Thomas. Macmillan. London 1873. p.25.
F. Penny. Fort St. George Madras. Swan Sonnenschein and Cos
1900. p.l25, ' .

3+ .E.T. Dalton. Descriptive'Ethnology of Bengal. Calcutta 1872
p.170¢ ’ :
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Irom 1779 to 1833 Chota Ifagpur vias 1nc1uded in the Ramgarh Hill
-Tract, a regulation district vith a brlulsh Judge. acting as

magistrate and collector of revenue.(i) The_Benual regulations .
were in force for this area; Indian troops, the 24th'Nativa
Infantry, were stationad at Ramgarh itself which'hencefo:th

‘gave the Battalion its name - the Ramgarh Battalion.

From 1834 to 1854 the South-West Frontier Agency was oreated -
‘with a British Agent and his Assistants having their civil
headquarters at Kishenpur (later known as Ranchi) and with a
military ocantonment at Doranda for Indian troops under British

-officers ~ the Ramgarh Battalion.

From 1854 to 1912 the Agency was formed into a Non-Regulation

Division under a British Commissioner and his Aséisfants;(z)

l. Mr. S. T. Cuthbert, Judge-Magistrate of Ramgarh, submitted
in 1826 'a report on Chota Nazpur, extracts from which are’
given in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great
Britain and Ireland 1846. Vols 8 pp.407=416.

2,- S.C. Roy. Mundas. Appendix 4. Section 2.
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. Social History.

In the year 1772, the rajah of Chota:Nagpur, Durpnath Sahi, with
Captain Carmac's assistance obtained a settlement of his feud
with the rajah of Ramgarh and acknowledged himself a vassal of

the Company. 1
The rise of a rajah amongst the tribesmen of Chota Nagpur is

(2)

According to Roy the Imndas' original home was near Azimgarh' ‘.

gignificant for the higtory of the nineteenth century.

and they migrafed from there under pressuré from Aryan invaders
about the year 1,000 B.C. After many wanderings thej at lengsth
" penetrated the Vindhya~-Kaimur range of mountains where -they
_ split into two groups - the Santals taking the route along '
the river Damodar into what is now knovm as the Santal Parganas -
and the Mundas proper occupying the table ;énd of what is now
Chota Nagpur. After defeating the tribe of ironrsmelting Asurs
the ifundas were ;eft the undisputed masters of the forest covered
plateau. 'ColonellDaiton gonows in placing‘the river Damodar as
the historic site of the division between the Saptﬁls and the
Mundas'in.ﬁhe pargan?Bgdistfict) called Satyomba on the northern

" edge of the plateau.

The Oraoné migrating from the south entered Bihar from the west, -
crossing the river-Sone,_to the north of which tﬁey had.lived
for some time. The fortress of Rotasgarh perched on the cliffs
- above the river Sone is claimed by them as thelformer residence

(4)

of their kings, Again under pressure from invaders, the

1.' SDC. Roy Op.citc p0183 fl

2. Azimgarh, a city and district in Uttar Pradesh on the river
- Tons, lying north of the Ganges and west of the river Gogra.

3. S.C. Roy Op.Cit. p.65 ff. '
: EeTe Dalton 'A Tour in the Tributary Mahals'. J.A.5.B.
1865 p.155. ' ' - o

4. S.C. Roy The Oraons of Chota Nagpur. . Their History, .
‘Economic Life and Social Organisation. Ranchi 1915. p.35.
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Oraons'split into two groups; the one moving east along the south
bank of the river Ganges found refuge in the Rajmahal hillslwﬁero
the Gangeé turns towards the sea; the other group movihg south |
'into Palamau entered the Chota Nagpur plateau proper, pushing the
Mandas furthor to the south and east. 'l '

Therelis no tradition of there ever having been any war or dispute
between the Oraons and the Mundas over the occupation of the land.
- Bach was endogamous - that is, marriage was permitted-only within
the tribe, so there was no - intermarriaze petween the two races.

" In other respects, however, the Oraons conformed_more to Munda
-customs, in many cases adopting the language and loéing their

- owne The Mundas and Oraons claimed .to be original colonists

* of the plateau and to have cleared the forest lands. Dalton

confesses to have found -

"no ancient templas or other antiquities on the plateau of
_ Chota Nagporé to indicate that the early Brahminical races
or Buddhists ever obtained a footing."(?)
The villase community having cleaved the land; it was held in
common for the whole villaze. - Originally each village was a
separaté and indgpendonx unit, but in course of time groups of -
villages from the same clan formed themselﬁég into larger groups
of 12 or more (Parha) under a chieftain (Manki) for purposes of
mutual support. Again at a later stage, from amongst these
chieftains a rajah or king was elected who succeeded in reducing

all the land and the villages to his titular suzereignity.

The king was originally almost certainly of the same race as
the aboriginal settlers but in course of time throggh intermarriage,

in Hindu society he came to be accorded the status of a Rajput.

1, ibid p.36.° See also Calcutta Review 1869, p.1l7. _
2. E.T. Dalton. The Kols of Chota Nagpur JeA.S.Be 1866, p.160.
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'fhe' myth that the-rajah's family-v;as in origin lspnmg-from the
'Hag' = the Klng Cobra', led to the dynasty be:mg known L
historically 'by the name of the Nagbansl ra.]ahs of Ghota Nagpur.(l)__ -
' Following the accession of rajah Jaganath Sahi Deo in 1822 the
_'trad1t10n of Hinduising the court recelved a fregh 1mpulse. At
‘the same time the ra.Ja.h initiated a policy of bestowing grants':
of land upon court favourites as well as ugon ethers to whom he
was heavily indebted for financial help.'s’ These men moved
into Chota Nagpur as landlords ’ intent only on extractine,j every
possible gain from their new estates at the expernse of the

_ aboriginal farmers and tenants who heretofore had been virtually

free-holders.

' The fouds between this now race of I{J.nd.u, Sikh and Moslem 1u.ndlords '
., and the aboriginal settlers, form the disturbed social background

- .. to Chota Nagpur for the rest of the centu.ry. Furthermore, as

Chota Nagpur and’ the nelghbounn_, areas came increasingly under
'closer government control and supervision, the abgrlglnals began
'. to be oppressed. by & growing class p-f Hindu and Moslem officers.
Landlords and '_gevermnent officials Jjoined cause _in oppressing

" and exploiting. the ignorant and illiterate tribesmen whose only
receurse.was to retaliate By periodical outbursts of plundering

" and dacoity.'

Immemorie.l'tribai rights and customs were totally disregarded by .
this new class of landlords and officials so that exploitation

" and oppression of the abor'iginals.wer{t hand in hand. 'Landlords'
-reduced the original cultivators a.nd owners of the land to the
status of serfs, government ofi‘lclals, in creating new.

1. S.C. Roy. 'Mandas' p.136-140,
. " 8+Ce Roye 'Oraons' pe.39-43. . : '
E.T. Dalton 'Descriptive Ethnology of Benga.l' Pel63 fo:

- 2. S.T. Cuthbert. J.A._S.GIB. and I, vOlo 8 i po408|



_1egislation and levyin._. new taxes, acted a.rbitrarily and in

concert with the 1andlord interests.

Disturbances and.outbreo.ks_'becam endemic culminating in the
rising of the Mundas and Oraons in 1031/32 in which. British troops
. were called out to restore _ofder. 2 There began the wholesale
emigra.tion from the land of dispossessed tribals who took up work
as coolies on Government projeots, particularly on the construct:.on ‘
of the railvways, and in the nevly established tea garden of Assam

-where they became the staple labour force.

The enquiry into the rafofms neaded in Chota Nagpur, which |
resulted in 1855 in the creation of the Commilsionership, was

" conducted by Sir Henry RJ.cketts » a member of the Board of Revenue,
and. embodied in what came to be ¢alled the "Ricketts Report.."(3)

le An instance of typical repressive legislation may be

* - quoted - the tax on rice beer, the staple beverage of the
aboriginals, brewed for domestic use at home and consumed
at all times of religious festivals and social gatherings. .
In 1824, a tax was impoed on rice beer levied at 4 annas - -
per households In 1826, owing to the intense resentment
caused by this tax the Vice-President in Council passed a
resolution prohibiting the collection of tax on rice beer

" "prepared for private consumption". In 1833, the tax on

rice beer was entirely abolished following the up-rising
of the Mandas and Oraons in 1831/1832. :

S.C. Roy., '"Wundas' Appendix 4 pe.lxxiv.

2. The 3rd Light Cavalry. For an account of the campa:.gn see
.+ E.Te Dalton Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal. p.171 ff..

B Selectlom from the Records of .the Benga.l Govarnment No. XX
.. date 18554 , . :
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Having found only one aboriginal, a 'Munsif' or native civil .
. judge, in goiernment service, Rickettg made the following

observation regarding government employees in Chota Nagpuri-

"It has come to my knowledgelthat nearly all in the employment
‘of the government of all classes and grades are foreignera.
- This state of things appears fo be pregnant with mischief

f and I regard it as exceeding unjust. So lbng_és the
inhabitants of Nagpore shall see all the advantages to be -
desired from Government in the hands of others there must
be a feeling of estrangement on their part; alienated and
ignorant they will remain quiet only until someone shall
again preach to them that they may better themselves by

- burning and pillaging their neighbours! houses. All
classes in the country would gladly accept service. So
long as all the higher offices are in the hands of foreignera
there is little if.any chance of the Coles obtaining empioy-
ment, though eﬁual in‘intelligenbe and superior in honesty
end diligence to the liohamedans and Hindus of Blhar.
The Coles hold the land of" a beautiful prov1nce, they are
notorious for industry, honesty, enterprise and a most '
. fortunate freedom from the many prejudices vhich enélafd

" the people of the Plains, and though the lower dlasses are
inferior to the Bengalees in shrewdness and 1ntelllgence
there are doubtless many hundreds of youths of the middle -
classes not less glfted by nature than the 'lMoonsif! (c1v11
judge ) of lohardagza vho require only the opportunlty to

become useful servanta,"

Ricketts quoted with approval the report of Dr. Davidson who had
led the enquiry into the causes of the uprising in 1832-33

1. Ricketts Report, Sections 113, 142,
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"The Kols are an intelligent people, a8 muoh so, if not more
8o, than the labouring olass of any part of India which T ha.ve ,
vigited. They have been with very few exceptiors regarded |
by the authorities as unfit to run with a mossage or carry

a spear."” 1

The Police force in Chota Nagpur was maintained by the land-owners
anl was both inefficient and in practice used as a further form of

oppression._ Riqketts reported on the Police é,s follows 3=

"Captain (hkes, the Principal Ass-is.tant, represents that the
'Zemindary Police (police employed and paid by the Zemindars

" or Land-owners ) is inefficient; _that the Zemindars are

' gererally ignorant, and either um‘viiling or unable to
perform their duties a.nd-thé establishments employed under
them are so under-paid that it is hopeless to expect good
service from them. The Assistant represents that the Onljr

" remady is the abolition of the Zemindarjr system and the -
establiéhment of a reguﬂ.ar-pai:d Police force in its. stéad._"(z)_

" 'The deep social and religious dlnsions be tween the ahorlglna.ls
and the class of Hmdu and Moslem Government servants was
oomplioo.ted further by the bazfrier of language; Government |
officials -and the courts of justice employed Hindi, the 'lingua

- franca' of North India. Mr. Cuthbert in his report had stated -

"Their lan.g'uaée, especially on the frontier bordering on -
Singhboom, is not generé.lly underatood and when the Coles
are brought. 1nto the Suddar station for criminal offences,
they are 1nva.r1ab1y accompanied by‘ an interpreter "(3) '

1; 1bid Section 43.
' 24 ibid Section 95.. - |
3+ S.Te Cuthberts opecite p.4ld. .
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-Ina mlnute dated August 29th 1839,( ) the Principal Assistant
to the Governor-General's_Agent stated - "The tenure system in
Chota Nagpore is rather complicated." ' He noted six different
kinds of land-tenure, instances of whlch mlght appear together
in any one village. ' . :
" 1, . land held rent-free by the original clearers of the jungle
' - .or their descendants. (Bhuinari land). _
2s° Land which pays rent to the ownmer.or his representatlva.
This was land which had been surrendered to the rajah or
%o his representatives. (Rajhas)
3¢ Land which paid rent to the owner or his representative but
by arrangement is given to each'villager who.doas not already
 qualify for the land cleared by the first settlers. This .
land is ocultivated free of rent for'which in return the
: v111agers poerform services for the land-lord or his
representatlve, such as ~ thatching his houses, three daya
ploughlng, three days rice planting, brlnging grass, "bamboos
and thatch, carrying the litter -and accompanying the 1and-
- lord on a journey. (Beth-Kheta)
4« Land owned by the land-lord or hlﬂ rent-collector which is. -
" cultivated by the v111agers in return for the grents of
. land whlch the land-lord gives to them. (thhas)
.. 5o ' Lands given to the head-man, priest and bailiff in return
- "for their services to the villages . This land is rent free.
(Mahto,.Pahan and Bhundari lands). . _
6. Land which is rent free, the produce of which ie set aside
- for the performance of religious~ceremonies, and religious .
feasts. (Bhutketa).

Thie following graphio-account, published in 1869, describes the .
deterioration in land-lord and_tenantlrelationships ag witnessed

1. Caloutta Review 1869 pe136
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by a contemporary observer. The barallel.with the worst abuses
associated with the feudal system is unmistakeable.

"When the oppressor wants é horse, the Kbls.must pay; when

he desires a 'Palki' (a litter) the Kols have to pay and
afterwards to bear him therein. They must pay for his .
musicians, for his milch cows, for his 'pan' - (Betel-Nut).
Does someone die in his house? He taxes them; is. a child -
born? He taxes them; is there a marriage or a pooja? A

tax. Is the Thikader (rent colleotor) found guilty at-court
and sentenced to be punished? The Kols must pay the  fine.

Or does a death ocour in the house of the Kol? The-poor man
must pay a fine. Is a child born? Is a son or daughter
married? -The poor Kol is still taxed. And this plundering,
punishing, robbing system goeé on till the Kols run away..
These.unjust people not only take away everything in.the

house but even force the Kols to borrow money that they may
obtain what they want, reminding one of Sydney Smith's -account
of the poor man taxed from his birth tb his coffin. Again, '
whenever the rent-collector has to go to court or to the King,
to a marriaze, on a pilgrimase, however distant the place, the
‘Kols must accompany him and render service without payment," 1

"Begari" was the name given to this kind of .forced labour vhich was
intensely resented by the tenants of the estates. In his report -
'_on the exploitation which this system encouraged the Senior

_ “Assistant Commissioner reported as follows s- -

"Another source of irritation to thé peasants of these
districts is the forced labour they are bound to give to

. their land-owners. If the owners of villages would content
themselves with what they are entitled to, there would be no

1e 'Calcutta Roview.' July 1869. The Kols. p.1ll9.
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" discontent, Sut the instanéeq.are rare in vhich they do so. .
The peasants are generally so much in the power of the land-
'ownefs that thy dare not complain against them."(x) '

In summing up the lanmd tenure question which vexed the admiqis-

tration of Chota Nagpur during the whole of the nineteenth

century Dalton went to fhe root of tﬁe'matter:- '

"Me Bhuinars (the free-holders of ﬁhe'Bhuinhgri lqnd) cling
most tenacibusly'to their lands. Insurrections have
~ followed attempts to disturbd these tenures; and even now
such attempts aie-sure to lead to.éerious affrays. The
Kol insurrection'of 1833 was, without doubt, mainly caused
by the encroachments of alien farmers aﬁd sub=-proprietors - '
on the rights_of the old settlers. The Kols of Chota Nagpur,
generally a good tempered, mild, inoffensive race, become
wildly excited on this question and nothing can reconcila .
them to a decrese whlch in any way infringes on what they
consider to be their proprletary rlnhts w(2)
On January 23rd 1869 the:Legislativé Council of Bengal passed an
act to regulaté the system of land-tenure in Chota Nagpur. This
was thirty-seven years after the uprising of the Mandas and
Oraons in 1832 and the process of encroachiment had meanvhile
continued. Powers to appoint Speciél Commissioners to
investigate, record and register the tenures of Bhﬁinhari land
" in each village before the heads of the village and to restore
persons. wrongfully dispossessed were conferred; '~ the 'Begari!
or forced labour was commuted to a money paymgnt and litigation
was controlled through the Special -Commissioners having power
to veto cases prepared by a ;awypr. '

10 ibido p0296 - ' oL .
2. E.T. Dalton, J.A.3.B. 1866. Vol. 35, part 2’ p.174.
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Further'iegisiation was enacted in 1903 seeking to remedy the
defects ‘of the earller act and a further Bill was ‘passed into
law in 1909 (2 ) '

Ignorancé in the courts, apathy of local offlcers and the
stupldlty of the aborlglnals contlnue to make this questlon
of land tenure an endem:.c problem in Chota Nagpur to the '

'present day.

1. Bengﬁl Actsi-

" The Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. Act 2 : 1869
Aet 5 ¢ 1903 -
.. Act 3 3 1909 ..

S.C. Roy. Mundas. Apperdix 3 D.269~348.
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Some_Aboriginal Character1stlcs, Habits and Customs.

In the article prev1ously referred -to, Mr. Justice Campbell

descrlbed the aborlglnals as follows 8-
“The general physical types of the purest'aboriginel tribes
is that whlch is commonly known as Negrito. . They are small
and sllght, very black face broad and flat, the thick lips

very prominent, noses broad and- nostrlls wide, beard scanty,_'

hair very abundant, and tangled, of a shock-headed
appearance ‘sometimes curly or ewven woolly. The peculiar :
'angollan or Chinese form of the eye is not consplcuous anl
altoge ther the features ard the face are ruther what is
_ ~_best known as Afrlcan than Mbngollan. This descrlptlon
o _ crops up everyvhere in all the various descriptlons of
aboriginal trlbes."(l v
i :
Regardlng the aborlglnal character he drew a further comparlson'

and distinction w1th Afrlca.

"The description of the aboriginals as a good natured
people; ever dancing and singing (in a way that reminds _
one of the pleasanter descrlptlons of the Negroes) I find

", to be applied to the Kolairian more than to the Dravidlan -
tribes. w(2) ' : ‘ '

: Recardlng language, he grouped them in.a famlly whlch embraced

both angol1an and Polyne31an races - '

"Aborlglnal 1anguages are of the structure descrlbed as -

‘1. J. Campbell J.A.S.B. Vol. 35 1866s pe22. -
2. -ibid p.29.- . |
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-Turanian.(l) They are neither like the monosyllabic

Chinese on the one hand nor on the other like those Arabian
and African languages which seem to form their changes by
variations in the body of the words. . The fndian aboriginal
languages, in common with Hlndustanee, Turkish and some Aulan
tongues, seem to form dcclen31ons, conaugatlons and
derivations, and to supply the place ofvhat we. call pre-
positions by post-positions and post-inflections. The

verb or governing word comes at the end of the sentence.":

Campbell concurred ‘in grouping the Indlan aboriginals w1th those

of Australasia as of the same family of peoples.

1.

-
3

"In physique they are analogous to. the Negritoes of the South
Seas, Papuans, Tasimanians and others, as well as to the
nearer Negritoes of the Malacca and Andamans." 2

~ Campbell noted another peculiarity -

"It héy be stated ‘as a physical peculiarity of the aboriginal

tribe that most of them seem to have a remarkable power of

resisting malaria and thrive in the malarial jungle where no

other human being can live. This may be the result of long
habit.n3) o

_Turanian - 'Asian languages which are neither Semitic or
Indo-Buropean'. This is now an obsolete term. Under modern
clasgification Mon-Khmer' embracq; those languages grouped
geographically on the South-Dast‘malnland including
outliers in Assam, the Nicobar Islands and the Malay
Peninsular, Mundari as a language belongs to the Kherwari
or North-East Indian group of langusges as a sub-family:

of Mon-Khmer. :
'Austroasiatic!' is the modern comprehen51ve term used for

.all these languages.

The language of the Oraons is Khrukh, a Dravidian language
allied to Tamil, -

'Linguistic Comparison in South-East Asia and the Pa01f1c'
1963. Edited H. Shorto p.152. -

. J. Campbell op.cit P.23; P.24.
Jo Campbell op.cit p.23.
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Though hesitant to be dogmatic in'the matter of aboriginal beliefs
and religious practice he again made a distindfion which is useful, .
-since it illustrates the different character of the two tribes

' iphabiting Chota Nagpur.

"The accounts of the Kolarian creed seem pleasanter than those

of Dravidian beliefs and rites. The latter seem to deal in -

demonology, fetlsh1sm, frantic dances, bloody and even human

sacrifices vhich remind us of the ¥orst African types. The

Northern aboriginals reverence in an inoffensive way, the sun,
" moon, and Lord of the Tigers; and mild and innocenf-'ﬁhoots'

or household spirits. Another practice in hilly tracts is

the heaping up of cairns of stones at paiticular points and
tying blts of rag to a particular tree as aﬁotive offering. “(1)
Colonel E.T,. Dalton( ), the Commissioner for Chota Nagpur from
'1857 to 1875, in a series of articles contributed over the years
and printed in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal helps
further to fill in the picture of the aboriginals and their
distinctive chardcter as they were observed during the course of ~
the nineteenth century. '

"The Nagpore Kols, whether of the Minda or Oraon tribe, aré .
passionately fond of dancing, and with them dancing is as
muoh an accompiishment as it is with the ocivilised ‘nations o
of Europe. They have mu31ca1 voices and a great varlety

of simple melodies. It is a fact that when we raised a
‘corps of Kol levies, their early practice in keeping step
and time greatly facilitated the operation of drill.“(B}

Tribal dancing is quite distinctive; the girls andmomen link

arms and move together in line, or more often dance in a semi-

1.  J, Campbell ibide p.29s |
~ 2. For Colonel Dalton see Appendix 2. pxliv. .
"3, B.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1866 Vol. 35 !The Kols' p.183 °
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circle; the men and boys with drums, cymbals and bells revolve
in a group in the centre while- the girls move on the periphary._
_ All religious feasts and soclal occasions are marked by dancing

. which can be kept up all day and all nlght.

Regarding recreation and sport, Dalton commented =.

'"he. Moodah-Oraon races are passionateiy fond of field sports -
and are so successful that large and small game soon dlsappear-
from the vicinity of con31derable settlements, and they fear
not to make new settlements consisting only of a few huts. in
the jungles mdst infested by wild bessts. They are also
-greatly addicted to cock fighfing. They have periodical
meets at-aséigned places where hundreds of fighting cocks-
are collected; cruel steel épurs are used and the combat
is always "a lloutrance', the victimsalways becoming the
property of the owners of the victorious birds. . They afe
ford of fishing also and some of them'aré expert in spearing
large fish. The arms of the Kols are t6 this day what they
were in the-day'of the "Rama"(l) - the bow and arrow and
battle~axe. Thé bow is simply a piecé of bamboo and the
string is of -the same material.. The war arTows have large,
. broad blades, doubly and trebly barbed but they make them
“of all ahapgs, ‘poison they do not’ use,"

Hawklna was a further method of hunting practlsed by the Hos as
noticed by Lieutenant Tickell, ' Assistant to the Agent ¢~

"In the quail segson whenthe rice is cut, every herdsman

tehding his cattle has his hawk on his wriste. I have
. frequently, returhiﬁg with an empty bag, met parties of

them with provoking bunches of dead quail in their hands.
"1, The Ramayana, ore of the Sanskrit épicsﬁdeacribing the
'Career of Rama' in 24,000 stanzas, date approxe. 400-200B.C.
.24 EJT. Dalton J.S.A.B. 1866 'The Kols' p.195
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_éﬁ these occasions they would laugh heartily over the success
of their syétem-ovér ming, but generally end by of fering me
half their spoils. My retaliation used to be with smipe.
These birds they confessed their hawks could not overtake."(l) _

. In describing the Oraons Dalton noted both their physical and
femperamental traits as follows t= ' ' .

* "he Oraons must be regarded as a very small race, not short
and squat, 1ike soms of -the Indo-Chinese stock, but a well-
proportioned small race. The young meh and women have light
graceful figures and are as active as monkeys. Their .
.complexions are as a rule of the darkest; but if we take as
our type those who dwell in mixed communities we find great

- variety in feature and coiour{ The young Oraons of Bothl,
sexes are intenseiy fond of decorating their perSOns_with
beads and brass ornaments. = The Oraon, I think, is less

_truthful, he is more givén to vagabondising and wandering
over the face of, the oarth in search of employment; he soon

- loges alljthe freshress of his character. He returns after
an absence éf Yyoars, unimpfoved;in appearance, moxre given to
drinkland salf-indulgence, less génial_and truthful than

) before} with & bag of money that is soon. improvidently spent.
Those who havée never left their country have far more
pleasing manners and dispositions . than those who return to
it after years spent in other parts of India or beyond the -
seas. The fact is thay are not an improvable people."

They are best seen in théir wild state."(z)
In trying to portray fhe.charéctef.of the Mandas he turned to

the Red Indians of North America for a comparisoén.

l. S.R. Tickell J.A.S.B. 1840 Pal‘t2, p.785
© ' 2. E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1866. Vols 35 p.197. ..
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dThe Ho or Mundah haé more of the dignity and reserve of
the North American Indian, at least when he is scber. He
appears to less advantage when he is drunk and he is not
infrequently in that state. At all festivals and |
ceremonies, deep potations of rice beer are freely indulged
in by both sexes. . Inspired by this béverage the young men
.and girls dance together all day and half the night. But
. the dances are perfectly correct. 4As a rule the men are
reserved and highly decorous in their treatment of the
women: and the girls, thouch totally free from that prudery °
which secludes altogether or averts the head of a Hindu or
Mbhammedanlmhiden when seen by a man, have a frank, open

mamer, modest demeanour and womanly grace."

One of the eafliest of the Goverrment officers to write about the

tribes who lived on the southern edge of the Chota Nagpur plateau,

 ieutenant Samiel Richard Tickell,? acted as Assistant to the
:deérnor-General's Agent from 1837 to 1840, He described at

- “length the physical charms of the Ho woﬁen with whom he came

in contact 3=

"The women of the lowest order go about in aldisgusting state
‘of mudity, wearing nothing but a misersble, insufficient rag
round the loins, at the same time their breasts and necks are

loaded with immemse bundles of bead necklaces of which they -
are extremely fond. They perform the hardest duties in thé
fields, digging, shovelling, weeding, dréwing water and
getting in wood from the jungles. Constant exposure and

- work renders them brematurely shrivelled and ugly; but the
young women and girls of the better class are however a

- striking exception. They are well and at_times.handsdmely
dressed, with a tasteful proportion of ornaments, without - -

l. E. T. Dalton. J.A.S.B. 1866 'The Kols' pl96’
2, For Lieutenant Tickell - Sea Appendix 2 pexocxie
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'”fhé stupid shyness and false modesty thought proper among
- Hindu women; they are becominz and decorous in their manners ,
most plea51ng in their looks, and doubly ongaglng from the~
frank and confiding simplicity which true innocence al j
gives;- some few of them are very pretiy although more
roubhlv cast.than Hindu girls. - Their open, happy -
countenances, snowy white teeth, and robust'upright.figurea )
remind ore of Swiss peasant girls. Protitution is quite
unknown among them and no more restraint is placed on

- females than in our own society." 1

‘The women apart, 1n a general assessment of the aborlglnale
" vig-a-vis other races Dalton sympathetically regarded their
. défects = :

"It is I think trus that the race generally are duller of
comprehensien and more difficult to teach than Hindus or
Mbhammedans their anxiety to learn and- wonderful dlllgence
' maklnu up for slmgglshness of 1ntellect "(2)
The consistent testimony of all types of observers shows -that
the attractive side of fhe aboriginal cheracter is especidlly.
seen in- the female sex. - During the 1est war General Slim, the
.'British'dommander of the 14th Army in Burmé,_came to Ranchi to

1 establish training camps for the troops,'and wrote as followsi-

' "The gboriginal tribes of the' Ranchi plateau were a friendly
race of excellent physique, Their men made our roads and
the women provided most of the labour for our camps. On

.my first viasit to a camp under construction I was startled'

-to find, .working amongat the ‘troops, éangﬁ of these
cheerful girls most of whom wore nothing at all above the
waiste I was more than a little apprehensive of the

1. Lleutendnt Tickell J.A.S.B 1840 Part 2, "The Hodesum
(improperly called Colehan)" p+784. :

2. E.T+ Dalton 'Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal' p.207;
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results of such a display of dusky but by no means unattractive
femininity. It says much for both parties, the girls and the -
soldiers, that there was prﬁctically no trouble of any kinds
Later a Bihar régiment was raised and when I inspected it in
Burma where it did well and complimented the men on their
_ appearance, one of them laughingly replied "Ah but Sahib,
you should see our womenl" I tolﬁ.him I had and admired
thems A friendly cheerful, free people who deserve to remain

sof"(ly

Dalton noted some further characteristics and customs -

"There is no more pleasing trait amongst all these tribes
than their kindly affectionate manmer one toward another.

. I never saw girls.quarrelling and never heard them. abuse
each othe;. l They are the most unspiteful of their sex
and the men nevery coérsely abuse and seldom spehk harshly

" of a woman. A Kol zirl's vocabulary is as free from bad
lansuage and indecenflabuse as a Bengalee's is full of it.
It is said by some that at the seasons of the great festivals
amongst themselves breaches of chastity are of frequent
occurrence.. It is, at all events, a fact that illegitimate

' births are- rare. Out of her own tribe a Ho girl is hardly -
ever known to.go astray, though from the freedom allowed her,
and for a tropical climate, the -ripe age at which she is
likely to be sought in marriage, she must have to pass

through many temptationsé’z)
He remarked on the practice of fattooing in vogue with the Kol
women = ' '

* "Girls when three or four years old receive three lines .

1. W. Slim, Dofeat into Vlctory. Abridged-Edition
Cassell. 1962, p.11l7.

2. E.T. Dalton J.A.S eBe 1866 Pe 196f.
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tattooed on the forehead and two on each temple, four dots
" on the chin and one on the nose. It does not appear to be
connected with any religious custom, nor is it applied with
any ceremony, nor .has it any particular name or term in
their own language. Some Mundah glrls of Chota Nagpore
have different marks; those of Singhbhum have adopted the

arroﬁ."

""Wiith regard to this practlce amongst boys he merely observad
that = )

"Oraon boys are marked on the arm when children by rather a

_ severe process which they consider manly to endure."

* A unique institution in aborlglnal soclal life was the dormltory .
system for boys ard ngls who- slept in their own gseparate
buildings in the nllage and who formed themselves into clubs

. into which adolescents were initiated.‘ Roy admlts to being
preJudlced and confesses that the cus toms and practlces of the
Bachelors' dormitories (Dhumkuria) amonzst the Oraons is "an
abomination which ig of interést only as a survival of savagery".
He states thdt;the institution isstill a living one and "appears
to be a genuine and unadulterated product of primitive Oraon
culture."(z) |
Dalton had also observed this. institution and regarded it more
© tolerantly. -

"It is well known that the éirlé often find their way to
the bachelors' hall and in some viilages actually sleep
there. I not long'ago saw a 'dhumkuria' in é Sirguja
village in which the boys and girls all slept every night.
They themsolves admitted the fact, the elders of the

CPe ibid p.177.

20 SsC. Roy "Oraons' p-211
S.C. Roy 'Mundas' p.385
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village confimmed the fact and appeared to thirk that there

was no impropriety in the arrangement, That it leads to

promiscuous intercourse is most indignantly denied, and it

. may be that there is safety in numbers; but it must sadly

blunt all inate feelings of delicacy. Yet thefoung Oraon

girls-are modest in demeanour, their manners gentle, language .

' entirely .free from obscenity, and while hardly ever failing

to present their husbands with a pledge of love after marriage,
instances of illegitimate births are rare, though they often

‘remain unmarried for some years after reaching maturity.

Tonz and strong attachments between young couples are common,
but liaisons between boys and girls in the same village

seldom end in marriage."

In origin the_dormibory system for bqth sexes was a useful

."seminary for training the young in their social duties towards

the village community as well as providing an institution for

magico-religious observanca connected with the village festivals

and feasts. The dormitory was the hois for the boys and girls

until the time of their marriage. ?

-: Régarding the actual marriage arrahgements Halton‘noted -

1,
2,

"As a ruie marriages are -not contracted until both the bride

‘and bridegroom are of a mature age. . It is sometimes left

to the parents to find wives for their éong,-but the young
people have ample opportunity fon'studying_each other's

characters, love-making and following the bent of their own

E.T. Dalton ‘Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal' p.248.

Verrier Elwin in 1940 made a -tour of the Oraon and Munda -
villages near Ranchi to inspect the buildings of the
bachelors' and maidens' dormitories; he gives a very
balanced view of this institution which shows' many
- parallels with those of the aboriginal tribes in Central
.India. See V. Elwin. The Muria and their Ghotul.

Oxford University Press. 1947. p.293=300,

A
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. inclinations, and it very often happens that plans coptrﬁcted.

- by the parents are frus trated by the chlldren. :

- In Chota Nagpur some ysars ago the daughter of a Manki was "
valudd at about Rs.36 but they are gradually adopting the
custom qf the Hindus and giving up the précfice of putting .

a price on them. The pricé paid by the common peoplé ranges
from Rs.10-12, '

In Singhbhoom a Manki will not take less than forty head of .
cattle for his daughter. The.price is so high that frequently
mafriage for ladies of good family is put off until late in
life. Slnphbhoom is perhaps the only place in India-whore

. 0ld maids are fourd. There are plenty o them therel" L

fRegdrding the disposition of the aboriginals and especially

. 1
_ regarding their truthfulness both Campbell and Dalton were in -
agreement. Dalton remarked 3=~

"The Hos are acutely sensitive under abu51ve languaﬁe that
at all reflects upon them, and may be and often are driven
‘to commit suicide by an angry worde If.a woman appears |
mortified by anything that has been said, it is unsafe to

-let her go away again until spe has been sootﬁed, The men
are almost as sensitive as the women and ¥oﬁ cahnot_afﬁend

them more than by doubting their word;"(z

Campbell amplified this characteristic further -
"The Kolatian tribes are a simple industrious race and are
reputed to be remarkably honest and truthful. Their

country is healthy, and unlike host aboriginal tribes in -
- most parts of the wqud_thdy seem to be by no means dying -
. out but ‘multiply and supply the labour market. Partly

1. E.T. Dalton. J.A.S.B. 1866. p:l78.
2. BE.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1860 'p.197.
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on account of the- cheapness of labour in their country, partly

" on account of their tractable dlsp031t1on and freedom from

caste and food pregudlces they are much sought after and highly

. prized as labourers. lany of them are settled in the service

C1,

of Bengal indigo planters, they are very well known as
labourers ‘on the railways, roads and other works of Wéstern

-Bengal and they are now the favourite mater;al for immigration

to Assam.” 1

Jo Campbell op.cite’ Dpe34e..
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| Tribal Religion -

'$.C. Roy in his authoritative works on the Munlas and the Oraons
devotes sections to the religions of the tribes which deal largely
with the externals of religious piactices such ‘as festivals,

. dances . and tﬁe observance of rites connected with agriculture.(l)
Regarding the Mundas and their beliefs, Roy merely c1a1ms that the
designation of Animism 2 as applied to their religion seems to be
inaccurate, if not actually a misnomer (though he declines to

specify what Animism entails)

1, S.C Roy.. Mundas p.467=-490 Oraons p.141-153, .

2. The term 'Animism! was first used by Sir E.B. Tyler, (1832-1917)
Professor of 8nthropology in the Unlverglty of Oxford, "as a :
minimum definition of Religion, the belief in Spiritual Beings'.,
- Tylor further. elaborated the meaning of Animism as follows:-
"It is habitually found that the theory of Animism divides .
into two great. dogmas, forming part of one consistent
doctringe; first, concerning souls of individual creatures,
capable of continued existence after the death or
destruction of the body; second, concerning other spirits,’
upward to the rank of powerful -deities. Spiritual beings
" are held to affect and control the events of the material
world and man's life here andhereafter, and it being
considered that they hold intercourse.with men, and receive
pleasure or displeasure from human actions, the belief in
their existence leads naturally, and it might almost be
said inevitably, sooner or later to active reverence and
propitiation. . Thus Animism, in its full development
_ includes the belief in souls and in a future state, in _
controlling deities and subordinate spirits, these _
doctrines practically resulting in some kind of worship.
One great element of religion, that moral element which
- oamong the higher nations forms its most vital part, is
‘indeed little represented in the religion of thelower .races.
It is not that these races have no moral sense or no moral
standard, for both are stronzly marked -among them, if not
in formal precept, at least in-that traditional consensus
of society which vwe -call public opinion, according to which-
certain actions are held to be -good or bad, right or wrong.
It is that the conjunction of ethics and Animistic
philisogphy, so intimate and powerful in the higher culturs
seems scarcely yet to have begun in the lower."
E.B. Taylor. Primitive Culture. 2 Vols. Fourth Edition.
- -John IMurray. 1903, Voles 1. DPe424, : .
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He éives an_adéount-of the Supreme Deity(l)of'the Mandas and-
"includes lesser deities whom he classes under the following heads s~
,l.. HATU BONGAXO, The presiding deities of the village who
. ~ ronder aid in agriculture and hunting. _
iQ.V-ORA BONGAKO. Household gods who are the deceased spirits
) of ancestors of each lunda family and who
are bolieved to reside in the. house in a '
sacred tabernacle called 'Ading'. .
- Worship is addressed to these types of deity-by the head of
oach family or by the priest of the village; they are known
as MANITA-BONGAKO and are benevolent in intent. .
3 BANITA BONGAKO. Spirits malevolent to man who are the
) earthbound spirits of persons vwho have died
a violent or unnatural death; they must be
-propitiated by a sbecial class of minister,
fhe ghost-finder or witch~-doctor, who is
frequently not a Munda by race.

‘ 4; BURU BONGA. '_ Nature spirits who reside in hills, streams,'
: IKIR BONGA. t oves and wh considered '
NAGE IRA. rees, groves a o are ere
generally to be well disposed to man but
o . also mischievbps-in intent when offended.
5. ACHRAEL BONGA. . Protecting spirits of peculiar cland,
‘ families, or classes of people, @.Z.

married viomen.

- 1. It was Andrew Lang (1844-1912) who first drew attention to
" the. Supreme Being or tribal All-Father amongst aboriginal
tribes.
"Ja-shall show that certain low sava zes are as monotheistic
as some Christians. They have a Supreme Beinz, and the-
'Distinctive attributes of Deity' are not by them asgigned
to other beings, further than as. Christianity assigns them
to Angels, Saints, the Devil; and, strange as it appears
among savages, to mediating Sons.” .
A. Lang. The Making of Religion. Longmans Green & Co.
1898. p.l8l. ' o :

. 2. S.c. Roy. T‘Tu\rldas p.467f .
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(1)

The chapter on Tribal Religion in the sympoium.'Tribal- Awahenlnu'
| written by Firmal Minz, a Christian Oraon, is ome of the first

articulate pieces of writing about the religion of thetribes of -
Chota Nagpur by an aooriginal author. Iinz first deals with the
Supreme Being knovm to the Oraons as Dharmes and to the Mindas as
Sinz Bonga. Minz claims that-anthropologists have sometimes

argued that in tribal religion the 'High God' is remote, high in
the sky, detached from the world and man's struggle to exist.(z)
' This Minz says is an error. Dharmes, the Supreme Being of the -
'Oraons, is an all-loving and all-merciful Father who created the
earth and the heaven. All spirits, men and demons live under

1. Tribal Awakening. Christian Institute for the Study of
- Religion and Society. Bangalore. 1965. p.}22-137.

2. Compare E.Q. James. Prehistoric Religion. Thames and Hudson

1957. p«206£f, ' ' '
"Andrew Lang called attention to the fact that so far from
monotheism being the final product - of an evolutionary
process, among such very primitive people as the Australian
aborigines tribal High Gods, or Supreme Beinzs, are neither
spirits, ghosts of the dead, nor departmental gods carried
to the highest power. Vhile often they may stand aloof
from everyday affairs, they are the personification and.
guardians of the tribal ethic. IHaving given the tribe

. its laws and instituted the "initiation rites for the purpose
of inculcating right conduct in society, the rules of which .
are handed on from generation to germeration in these solemn
asgemblies over which they preside, thejy retired to. '

".dignified seclusion in the skies, So transcendent are
these remote deities, in fact, representing the highest

- .expression of supernatural power and will, primeval and
beneficient, the guardians and givers of the social, ritual
and moral orders that Tylor and his followers dismissed them
as importations of Christian missionaries.

It has now been established, however, largely throush the
~indefatigible researches of Pater Wilhelm Schmidt* and his

© collaborators, that they constitute a genuine feature of
uncontaminated primitive religion recurrent among such’

" aboriginal people as the native tribes of Australia, the
Feugians in South America, the Californian tribes in North

* America, and certain negrltos and other negr01ds in Africa
~and elsewhere."

*Father Wllhelm Schmidt. Roman Catholic Anthropologist.
(1869-1954). “Professor in the University of Vienna.
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‘his control and he holds the ultimate power of life ami death.
"Fire and rain -_bpth'are in the hand of Dharmes" is an=05aon

- proverb which illustrates-this belief.- Regarding worship of
:the Supreme Being in times of éccident, sickness or difficulty_
it is not customary, Minz says, to invoke Dharmes direct but at
all important seocial and family occasions he is worshipped by ‘
appropriate sacrifices of egzs and white fowls, particularly at ‘
great events in the life of the individual - birth, name-giving,

"marrnane, as also during seed-time, harvest, and the feast of the

first frult.

Iin severe crises whether personal, natural or physical Dharmes °
may be approached direct but sécriﬁiqe is ndt made to him with
a view to appease him, since it is not his nature to be dis-

'pleased even by wrongs committed by hls chlldren. - The Oraons
‘believe that Dharmes is the source of all goodness, law and
power and he has a vital interest and concern for those events in
tribal life - both family and communal - vhich' ensure the well-

~ being, health and prosperity of his children. = He is not

identified with ﬁatural forces' or powersy, he .does not belong

to the class of natural or human spirits; he is apart, separate,

and can kill and give life to -anyone he wants.

~ Sing Bonga the Supreme Be1nu reverenced by the Mundas has
{dentical attributes.(t)

1, Tribal Awakening. p.123.
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"The Villaze Community.

'A village community was comprised of those families living together
vhose ancestors had -cleared the forests and made the fields for
the sowing of crops. Théese were all free-holders of the land
(Bhuinhars ). Village officials were the head-man (Mupdah), vho'
was the president of -the village council, settled all disputes
about social customs, and the priest (Pahan) who propitiated the
village gods and spirits. - Following the advgnf of Alien land-
lords in Chota Nazpur, a third official who actdd as bailiff
(Mahto) was elected, to assess and collect rent from the villagers
.-a:nd to represent the land-lord's interests. The custom of the
" head-man and priest being hereditary officers was widely though

" never universally observed. In many villages there were sub-clan . -

families who were craftsmen - blacksmithy, potter; basket-weaver .
and weaver. - Though free from the,éasté rules and prejudices of
the Hindus, the villagers observed amongst themselwves their clan
custom, ong of which was, that to eat or inter-marry with members
of a sub-cian vias to'iqvite excommunication from the tribe.(l)
Rice was the staple agricultural crop, with mustard, millet, .
surguja,-ahd pulses. Cattle, buffaloes and goats were the

. domestic animals taken out“&aily to graze_eicept whenthe former
were needed for ploughing or threshing. " At night the animals
‘were brought into the ‘houses,.being kept in a reserved part of
the built-in verandah. Houses'werg constructed of baked mud
bricks, roofed with thatch or tiles. There was a primitive

communal oil press in each village.

In each village was the burial ground (Sasan) where the dead vere
buried umder huge stone slabs after due rites had been performed
by the priest. This burial ground was reserved for the

l. S.C. Roy 10raons? p068-79-
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descondants of the original families who had first fourded the
village. Besides the grave stomes, monumental stones were set
up outside the villaze to the memory of the men of note. They
were fixed on an earthen plinth on wiich, shaded by the pillar,
the ghosts of the deceased were supposed to sit. Close by was
the gacred grove of trees (Sarna) which represented the trees
remaining after the first clearing of the jungle had been
completeds In the middle of the village was the large open
space (Akhra) where public meetings were held and where the
youngz people danced.

The Villare and its Guardian Spiritfs -

The life of the tribe, subdivided into clans and families has

the village as its physical base.  The village community settled
on the land cleared by the first ancestors is regarded as one
single unit whose health and prosperity must be presefved and
safeguarded. Guardian spirits of the village as well as evil
spirits who might well disrupt the life of the village are the
ever present gupernatural forces with which the aboriginal

tribesman lives from day to day.

The Sacred Grove of trees - Sarna - }eft by .the orizinal clearers
of the land is the abode of the most important of theée tutelary
spirits -« Chala Paccho or Jaher Buri = The Lady of the Grove.
Ordinarily this spirit referred to familiarly as the '0ld Lady!
is believed to live in the winnowing basket kept by the priest
in his house. Sacrifices offered to her by the village priest
in the springtime include fowls and goats at the festival called
'Sarhul'. Her presence in the sacred grove is represented by

a stone at the foot of a Sal tree. The status of this henign
apirit is that of Queen of the villaze and she is respected
accordingly; she has responsibility for the welfare of the



villaze and love and reverence zre her dues the motive ol fear

plays no part in the sacrifices or worship offered to ihe Lody

The spirit who guards the village bowlaries amd who is the

rminister of the Lady of the Grove, actin: as her assistant ant
. (1 - e

attendant is lknhown as Derha, ) This spirit must be carefully

iated since the physical and spiritual
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treatment. Darha, if annoyed, will not kee
villa~e and consequently disease, epidemics and crop feilure fron
.outside will invade the village community; Guardian spiriits fronm
outside will invade the village community. - Guardian spirits of
the clzn, *the family aml women are, like Darha, regarded as beins
easily offended but are not comsidered to bhe the actuel azents of
(ilsease or disaster., The motive for provitiating these sviriisz,
according to vhe reasoninys of the villagers, is that if not gi;en
their dues, they will neslect their office as suardians,, and
disaster as a matter of course will ensue 1o the villaze ani its

inhabitants.

Tillare welfore is thus grounded in the land which is protected

by the spirits who guard the village boundaries against haraful

forces - physical and sviritual. The whole of the natural world
is of a part with this belief; hills and rivers, valleys and

i
streams are the dwelling places of spiriis or demons 211 of whon

e

are e

ther well-disposed or ill-dispcsed to man ard who -must

&

" therefore be aprroached with resnect.

1. Dalton claims that a2 carved post in the centre of the
dancinz floor represents this tutelary deity. J.A.3.5.

1866. Vole. 35 p.188.
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.The Cult of tho Ancestors

All members of the tribe, clan or family whether allve or dead
are still regarded as being one cemmunlty and the ancestors
therefore ere en'integrél part of village life. The village
burial ground is reserved for those- descendants of the original
settlers who first cleared the land, wherever they may happen-

"to-die. Dalton noted :-

"I do not know of any people'whe are more careful in regard
to the disposal of their dead than are the tribes of whom I
am treating."(l) - ' '
The spirits of the ancestors are offerdd a few grains'of rice
at each meal and at all feasts and festivals a portion of food
is reserved for them, In times of cfisis the gpirits of the
ehccstors are invoked:to come to the help of the community.
The living and the dead are separated only in form, for all
other practlcal purposes they are still held to be in relation-
sh1p with each other, The ablllty to do good to help, and to
protect the conmunlty is the spec1a1 duty of the ancestors, in
return for whlch the- living malntaln them by daily offerings.-
.There is thus a strong contract basis to the bellef in ancestor
worship which forms part of the corporate solidarity of tribal |
life, ’

Totemism and Taboos

"~ The tribe is subdivided into clans (Kili) and septs many of whom

have a. totem which may be either an animal, fowl, fish; tree or

(2)

plant. It is taboo for the totem to be eaten. Roy instances

1s E.T. Dalton J.A.5.B. 1866. p.192.

2., For a 1lst of Oraon Totems see S.C. Roy 'Oraons p 325=327
where he enumerated 51 of them. Amongst the lMundas he
classifies 36 tribes and sub-tribes. S.C. Roy - 'Mundas'’
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a group of Mundas who refused to allow a Hoharmedan even o
grow the plant which was their totem.(l) Miné however states
that the olan totem may be eaten as a type of:saérificial meal,
_in vhich the spirit of the totem is believed to renew to
fellowship of the clan. The members of tﬁe clan may not kill
their own toﬁem,lconsequently members of a different clan do
"this for them. Totémism is a link betweeﬁ the human and the
natural world and a further link with the spiritual world since
in this way the clan spirit is believed to protect his.children.
while at the same time comserving the vital force of the clah.(z)
‘- The clans are exogamdus; that is --marriage is forbidden between
mgmbers of the samg clan or fémily. . It is ﬁhe custon for a man
to seek a bride from another clan and bring her to his home.
The taboo on names is observed -between a husband and his wife
and regarding women in general. -Mén and wife never mentibn
their own names to each other; in referring to each other the
form - "the father - mother of so-and-so" is used;.and in
ordinary sociél intercourse a woman is known and referred to by
;thg name of the village from which she cam%beforé her marriags.

Sickness and Its Cure

Reference has already been made to the prévalence of disease as
‘one of the baneful factors in tribal life. Dalton made the
following gbservation regarding sickness and its causes and

treatment -

"Nékt-tp dancing, that which most engrosses the mind 6f the
Kol is the belief in and fear of witchcraft. All disease

1s S.C. Roy - '"Mundas' p.406
.2, 'Pribal Awakening' p.128



- 139.
- in men and women is attributed to one of two causes:- the
wrath of some evil spirit who.has to be appeased, or the (-).
. : 1

spell of some witch or sorcerer who should be destroyed."

The office of medicine-man or doctor (Baidh) is essential for the .
cbmbating of diseases The more powerful type of practitioner'
is believed to have a spirit or. supernatural pover as well as a
knowledge of .sicknesses -and how to treat.them. Ordingry
doctors are.people without this speclal pover but who have a
.Ynowledge of herbs or use praculcal common~sense; these often
obtain the necessary expertlse-for treating their patients from
data they assimilate in dreams. -Herbal remedies are u;ually
smoared on the affected part, inhaled, drunk or attached to the,
 'body in the form of amulets. ° The necessary spell to bhe given
with the medicine is the esoteric part of the doctor's art, so
that even in ordinary matters the doctor is regarded as having

- power over some spiritual force. Herbal remedies fail more
“often than not due to the dosage being en£irely arbitrary.
Since sickness to both man and beast is normally regarded as
being due to evil spirits sent by witches and wizards the
doctor's art is in many ways allied to thaf of the_witchfdoctér;
The evil spirit causing -the disease must first be appeased

befpre'tﬁere is any hope of the disease itself being cured.

Magic and Witchcraft

The taking of omens forms a basic part of all tribal activity so
that tribal religion is characterised by the fundamental
importance which it attributes to w1tch craft, sorcery and the

—

prectice of black and white magio.

1. E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. Vol.35 p.183.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































