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Synopsis 

In 1826 Johannes Evangelista Gossner, a Roman Catholic priest .. 

from Bavaria, .be.came a Protestant and in .1836 .founded in Berlin 

his own !Kssionary Association for training artisan mission 

workers. In 1845 at the invitation of Colonel J.R. Ouseley 

and Major J .c. Hannyngton, the Commissi·oner and Assistant 

Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, four of Gessner's J.'fissionaries 

founded a miss ion at Ranchi in Bihar, North East India to 

. evangelise the aboriginal Kola. In the yea.rS prior to 1857. 

tne miss ion. made its first converts. During the Indian 1\'futlny 

.the missionaries £led to·Calcutta arid the small Christian 

congregation was submi t.ted to .fie.rce persecution. On the 

peace a mass-moVement towards Christianity 

commenced and in· 1868 the converts numbered 10,000. 

Iri 1857 Gessner offered the missi·on to the Church 

Missionary Society who declined it gave £1,000 to heip 

re-establish it. After Goss·ner.-•s· death in 1858 a Curatorium. · 

or Bo.a.rd of Trustees in ·Berlin inherited the Missionary 

Association. In response to appeals 'tor more educated 
• 0 • • 

missionaries the Curatorium sent out three Pastors who ·had 

received university.education. By complaints 
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Qgainst the-older the new missionaries prompted 

a reform of' the mission by a new constitution drawn up· in 

Berlin on June 12th 1868. The Curatorium entrusted the 

introduction of' the constitution to their 

Pastor Hermann Ansorge, -uho visited Ranchi in September 1868. 

·When, as a result_ of' Pas_tor Ansorge 'a methods of' en.f'or<?ing 

the constitution six of' the senior missionaries resigned, the 

Commissioner of' Chota Colonel E .T. Dalton, requested 

Bishop Milman of' Calcutta. to act as arbitrator in the dispute. 

Bishop Milman f'Giled to_ recon,oile two parties and, 

to the request of' the senior missionaries, on April 1869· 

he received them and representatives of' approximately 7 ,boo 
· · _ ·. converts into the Church o£ England 

·, 
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In 1836, the Reverend Charles Bridges, (1794-1856),- an ardent 
. . . 

Evangelical Churchman and Vicar of Old Newton in 

commended a new biography - 11The Life and Perse·cutions of 

Martin Boos, an Evangelical Preacher of the Roman Church11
, te> 

English readers with these :-

11The following work, in its original form is from the pen of 

Gossner, the ·estimable minister of the Bohemian Church at 

Berlin.· It bririgs before ·us _one of· the most interesting 

·records of modern Church History - the existence of a. body 

of-Christians in.the bosom of the _Roman Church,· tuliy 

confessing in-their faith and practice the grand fundamental 

principles of the Reformation. In reviewing-this con-
. . 

. structiva history it will be seen that for nearly the last 

years a and unflinching haa been born 

by Protestant ·confessors in the Church of Rome, even in the 
heart of ·Germany11 (l) · . · · 

Johannes Evangelista. Gossner, the author of this biography; was 

. born of qatholic parents in Hausen bei Ober-Vlalstatt, a village 

in the valley of the river Mindel,. ona of the tributaries of the 

Danube, lying in Swabia, between Ulm and Augsburg,­

on December 14th 1773• Gossner ·attended the village school at 

Waldstatten urt'fil he was twelve., follo\'Ti.ng graduated to 
. . 

the Gymnasium of St. Salvadore .at Aijburg, a school which was· 

still in_the hands of the Jesuits.(2 After completing the 

five year course in the _lower classes he studied l_ogic for tVfo 

years at the Lyceum,· then entered the University· at Dillingen 

to prepare ordination to the priesthood. 

1. J. Gossnar. The Life and of Martin Boos. An 
Evangelical Preacher of the "Roman Church. Translated from. 
the Germo.n. and "Burnside .• 1836. Preface p.iii. 

. . 
2. ·The Jesuits in "Germany retained their schools and colleges 

after the Suppression of the in 1_773• 

' 
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The- University_ ot St. Jerome at :Pillingen held in grav_e 

suspicion by the Jesuits- at Augsburg on account -of the teaching 

of Johann Sailer and his circle. Since 

1784 Sailer had been Professor of Ethics and Director of 
- -

Pastoral Theology, previously_ having been a. novice in the Jesuit. 

College at Landsberg before- the of the Society in 

1773; later by appointment of the Elector Maximilliam III 

(1745-1777) he became a lecturer in- the College at Ingolstadt 

and subsequently Professor of Dogmatics. When _in 1784 the 

Elector Charles Theodore (1777-1799) closed the Coilege, 

Sailer moved to Dillingen where he qui'ckly his mark. 

The liberal atmosphere of the ty of St. Jeronie where 

·sailer and his coileagUe, Patriz Benedict Zimmer {1752-1820), 

the-Professor of Dogmatics, welcomed the works of Protestant 

men of such as Matthias Claudius (1740-1811.5), Gerhardt 

-Tersteegen (1693-1769), Jfrng Stilling (1740-1817), and the Swiss, 

Johann Lavater· (1741-1901) was sufficient to cause Sailer's 

orthodoxy to be impugned. The Jesuits at Augsburg_ succeeded in -

appointing a commission of investigation into the teaching met-h_ods 

at Dillingen and in 1794. Sailer was _suspended by the Court of 

Enquiry on grounds of being tainted by the -Eniightenment and of 

intriguing with the Illuminati, a masonic which flourished 

in Bavaria. Sailer went into· retirement to the Cas-tle of 

Ebers berg ·outside Munich, the Grand Priory belon..,-"'ing to 'the 

Knights of Malta, where he devoted his t'im to writing books 

Which had a wide-circulation. In 1799 under the liberal Elector 

Max Joseprr I (1799-.1825) he was re-appointed Professor. of Pastoral. 

'Theology in the newly constituted· University at Land.Shut, a· 

position he held until ·consecration as coadjutor.Bishop of 

Regensburg in 1822. · · 



I. 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

11. 

Deeply relieious and strongly contemplative in character, : 

friendly towards Protestants and the mystical movements Which 

arose at-the turn of the century, Sailer as a teacher of theology 

attempted to get back to the Early Church and stressed·_ not so. 

much dogma. as the inner life and care of' souls • He had ·a . 

marked influence on the rising generation of' clergy and 

was known by his contemporaries as the German Fenelon. 

·Martin Boos, the subject of' the biography, who had preceded_ 

Gossner both at AUBSburg and Dillingen, des.cribed Sailer. and' his 

. influence in the following terms :-

11! have on a correspondence with him (Sailer) for 

upwards of thirty for I studied Un:ler him in the 

. University of Dillingen the years 1780 to 1790. 

EtV'en. •. during that he won my .:Whole heart and 

·confidence as he did that of' the majority of his pupils.·. 

On being separated from him and being devote_d to the 

Pastoral I invariably applied to him as a young 

· eccl.esiastic, in every difficult cas·e which occurred to 

me in the dis_charge my_pastoral functions., and requested . 

his advice and instructi'ons ·on how to act·, as did almost 
. -

all _who had studied under him, and he never refused them 
t.o any."(l) . · 

Gossnar commenced his two years 1 course of Philosophy and. Fn.ysics 

at· in 1791. ·Of aJ.l the influences which were at work 

. · · in the University he fourd the writings. of the Swiss Divine and·.· 

· .. poet La.vater (2 congenial to his .Shortiy ·before his 

1. J. Gessner.· P•374• 

· 2. Johann Caspar Lavater 1741-1801. Swiss Protestant Divine, Poet 
and Philosopher. A friend .of Goethe. Known as the Prophet of. 
Zurich. A Pietist and hymn writer he was a persuasive· preacher 
who opposed confessi-onalism - 'the true chur.ch is the aggregate 
of all. people possessed of Chris-t: there are many paths into 
tJ:te preance o£ 1 • A grea-t Swiss :patriot 1 ;he sl;lot 

provocatJ.on by a French Grenad,l.er but a.l.ed to · 
his murderer-. . . . _ . . 

,; 
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death Gassner spoke of Lavater ·and the. abiding influence which 

he had exerted on him as follows 1.;. 

"Lava.ter and I were meant for each other. No other person 

exerted such an influence upon me as Lavater.. I was so 

united with him in spirit that after his de.ath I still had 

him near ma as though he were still alive and, as it were,. 

with him and he with me."(l) . 

. In"1794 Gassner moved to the Clerical Seminary at Ingolstadt for 

his three year course of Theology during which time he received 

the four Minor Orders, follO\'Ied by those .of Sub-Deacon and Deacon; 

having passed his examinations with first-class honours he was 

ordained priest on October 9th. 1796 at the age of twenty-three. 

Following his Ordination Gassner spent one term in Pfaffenhausen 

at ·the General Seminary belonging "to the Diocese of Augsburg, 

after whioh in January 1797 he was appointed Chaplain to 

Steffe nre id, a village near his home , where he stayed only nina 

months;·. he then moved to a neighbouring village, Neuberg,· where 

he remained from September 1797 until November 21st 1798• 

Outwardly Gassner the appearance of the clever young 

priest whose beliefs were tinged \'lith the rationalism of the day. 

In a discussion wi-th one· of his. frierids ·concerning· 
. . . 

teaching that mankind is in need of the influence of higher 

powers and help, Gassner retorted that he in no \Vay felt the need 

for such. help - 'I am s·atisfied with my rational religion'. His· 

inner search after peace of soul is reflected more·truly"in this 

prayer Which he entered in· his diary at· Stoffenreid on 

19th, 1797· 

1. H. Johannes Gossner. Ein :Bekennar und D:i,eneir 
Jesu Christi. 1956. p. 7 •. 



,. 
I 
I 

. "I have gained a lot of experience; for fourteen _years have had 

teachers and have always learned from I have used 

up ·my money, my strength and my time and everything else possible, 

and yet it. has ·not heli;>ed me. I have· spent all in vai:ri, mied 

all for nothingl My ·teachers have taught me much, but .the 

thing no-one has .tall8'ht me. Now I turn to you, Lord 

Jesus Christ. Be you now my only 'teacher, have mercy upon me, 

·destroy the works of human learning and wisdom, et emitte Spiritum 

tuum, docentem omnem veritatem, ut fides mea non sit in sapie.ntia 

hominwn sed in virtute Dei; Jesus, Son of David, be my teacher 

and accept me as your pupil. ... (l) 

·The ansvrer to Gessner's prayers and the fulfilment of his spiritual 

·quest came in discUssion with two young-fellow priests after he had 
. . . 

moved to Neuburg. On November 11th 1797 Johari Evangelista 

La.ngermayr, ·chaplain of the Cathedral in Augsburg, am . 

Sommer, two friends who had been influenced by the movement of 

revival in .South Bavaria known· as the Awal(ening, met Gessner i? his 

house. In discussion which followed, Gossner was 

prompted to exclaim, confessing his failure - 1 It is man who is 

so unfaithful' • : To this his _frierid; Sommer; replied, paraphra.s ins 

the text_ 'I£ lm .are faithless- yet he reiilQ,ineth faithful' (2 Tim.2.. 

v.13) 

"Yes, the must be faithful, the Lo:m himself". 

The spiritual revolution which had taken place in both St. Paul 

and Martin Luther's attitude to· God worked the sam course in 

Gessner as he pondered on this text. ·. Instead of attempting to 

earn God's favour by works of piety he to God 1s 

faithfulness towardS·· men; he perceived. that instead of works, 

he must humbly believe and accept God •s grace; for the first 

time Gossner saw himself as one on whom God works in mercy and 

torgiveness·- his O\'IIl efforts nD\'1 seemed worthless •. 

1. H. _Lokies. p.ll. 
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The Awakening in South Bavaria 1789 • 

.. · Gossner experienced a deep spiritual conversion as a result of. 

this discussion and he was thus brought into·contact with the 

··revival known as the Awakeninz which. was spreading in 

at this time.. Amongst the young priests who. had under 
. ' 

Sailer at Dillingen, Martin. Boos (i 762-1825) was the gifted. 

preacher who \vas _responSible .for the spiritual revival which 

in 1789 amongst the Catholic in 

Gr8nenbach, Wiggensbach and Seeg in the provinces of Kempton 

and Allgliu. 

In early life; Boos, like Luther before him, had wearied himself 

.with penances, spiritual ·mortifications and ascetic exercises. 

As a student under the Jesuits, Boos described his experiences :-

"I gave myself an immense arpount of trouble to lead a truly 

pious life. I lay for years together even in the winter . 

upon the cold ground,· though my bed stood by me. !.scourged 

myself unto blood a.nd mortified· my '!Jody with a shirt of hair. · 

I suffered hunger a.nd gave my bread ·to the poor. I spent 

every leisure hour in the church and cemetery. I· confessed 

and communicated every (l) . 

In 1789 at the age of 27, as a-result of a visit to a woman 

who reproved_ him for his glib assurances of the efficacy of works 

of piety, .Boos experienced a profound conversion. Foll:wing this 

spiritual crisis his gifts as a preacher began to draw such. large 

congregations to the church at Gr6nenbach where he. was the Jun;i.or 

Canon that his fellow clergy out of envy procured his 

He movad to the parish of Seeg in the district of AllgHu,- close 

1. J. Gossner. op.cit. · p.31 
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to the Austrian border \'7here the Vicar, Mich.ael' Finsberg(l) 

his relative. Fineberg had suffered the amputation of his right 

leg owing to a fall from horse, and for two. years Boos served 

him as his· Both Fineberg and Boos were able to share 

their common experience of spiritual New Birth and in time their . 
. . 

i.nfluence spread. to others in the neighbouring parishes. .. In 

1795 Boos was given the parish of Vliggensbach outside Kempten 

where during 1795 and 1796 he came into contact with groups of 

people in the villages of Iller and Wartach \mO were 

fulfilling their according·to accepted 

· · · Roman Catholic practie ,;. 

1. 

"These people were quiet, devout, regarded. by the world as 

over-scrupulous·, righteous over much, as people who could. 

never confess enough nor pray enough, who carried their piety 
. . 

to ex:tremes. They Undertook pilgrimages, inscribed 

in every. order and fraternity, imposed upon themselves every 

kind of· burden and. penance, and whenever they heard of a 

contessor that was more strict and zealous than others, they 

hastened to him, however far they· might have to go. By 

these means they incessantly s·ought, with ardent des:h·e, the 

rest of their burdened souls but nowhere could find either 
. . (2) 

rest· or peace". . 

JohandMichael Nathaniel (1751-1812. ). A novice in 
the Sobiety of Jesus before the suppression of the .Order in 
1773• Professor in the Gymnasium of St·, Paul in Ratisbon · 
1775. Pror'essor of Rhetoric and Poetry at Dillingen, . 
suspended together w:i.th Sailer in 1793· Parish priest of 
Seeg 1793-1805. · Parish priest of Vffi1ringen 1805-1812 • He 

· made a; translation of the New Testament .into German in 
conjunction with Wi.ttmari,. the of the Seminary at . 
Ratisbon, and was regarde.d as a model parish priest by his 
Superiors. · · 

· 2. J •. Gossnar. · op.:oit. p.l6. 
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By means of Boos 1 ministry and especially owing to his ·preaching,­

these pious groups of individuals conversion followed 

by spe.aki:ng with tongues or Baptism with the Holy Spirit. Both 

clerB'Y and laity were moved by this Awakening and they took the 

name of 1Erweckten BrUder :.. The Awakened Brethi'en1 • In 

September 1876 a meeting was held in Fineberg's vicarage at Seeg ·. 
a:t which Doos, Fineberg and his curates Bayr and Siller were 
present; all of them had experienced conversion and the Ue,v Birth. 

They made planS for a public preaching of the Awakening by means. 

of courses of sermons to be. delivered in each Church; people 

were to be roused to a state of their own sins and urged to 

the all sufficient grace of Christ and justification by His 

death. The message of the ·Awakening ·was to be presented in· the 

two-fold form 'Christus pro Nobis -Christ for Us' Christ 

suffering and dying on the Cross is that Righteousness a.nd. 

from Sin which avails before God; 1 Christus in Nobis -

Christ in Us 1 - Christ fulfilling·with us the Will of the 

is our Sanctification··. (l) · · . 

Boos' first sermon was preached in the Church at Wiggensbach on 

.New Day i797, where it was followed by scenes of 

spiritual exoi tement followed by ·a. deep conviction of sin. 

1. The topics agreed upori as sub,jects for sermons show the 
character of the preachillB' which brought about ·the Awakenings 
in Bayaria:-

·1. All are sinners •. 
2. No-one can make himself righteous. 
3· We are justified and saved by our faith in ·the Son of God. 
4• Good works although they do not save yet must not be 

omitted. 
5· Faith is a cordial and vital confidence in God. 

6. ·The forgiveness of sins is gratuitoUs from grace alone. 
7. By. Christ jtistffication comes to all since Christ died for all. 
8. Every sacrament received by adults without faith is of 

little or no.use. 
9. The Law does not justify us, but it continues as a.sacred 

rule. It· is ·a brigh.t mi:;rror which reveals to .us our sin. 
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"After such an awakening as this they all went to the priest, 

confessed sins ·and received both ministerial and 

ecclesiastical absolution and had a delight in the 

frequent reception of the sacramimts as well as converse 

for God and ·good and pious Those who ·had formally 

been given to drunkeness, gamingr; lust, covetousness, an.,ger, 

hatred, malice_or any other vice it no longer, and 

exhibited at once, a. completely new mind and conduct. both 

inwardly and outwardly so that .everyone and observed 

that a change of the whole man had place within.(l) 

The Awakening spread a spiritual fire as person after·person 

in the small groups was influenced; it seemed as· though one live 

·coal kindled another, resulting in l!eligious ecstacy, ch.anged 

lives ani an atmosphere of intense spiritual.exultation and joy. 

At this time Boos was still "living the vicarage at ·seeg. In 

February 1797 without any prior warning_the Jesuits in 

· alarmed at reports of. what was happening in Kempten, sent an 

ecclesiastical commissary to to arrest Boos. Without 

producing any authori:ty for his ac:17ion, .the commissary· broke 

·open Boos' writine. desk and co.nfiscated his letters, private 

papers. and books and· escorted.him_to Augsburg vmere-he 
. . . 

before the _of the Inquisition on loth 1797. 

After an enquiry into h{s activities was suspended from his 

charge ·anl expelled from hiS' parish at ''liggensbach, · In the 

meantime t_he report of the .court proceedings was sent· to the 

Bishop· Elector of· Augsburg. Boos, awaiting sentence was 

. permitted to. return to Se·eg where ·he lived with Fineberg .. 

throughout the· summer. On August Fineberg and his 

curates, Bayer and Siller, with Boos were by the 

1. J. Gassner op.cit. p.23. 



Inquisition and sentenced.in Augsburg;_ Fineberg and his curates 

after recanting ten erroneous proposi t_ions were given sol:ilary 

confinement in a convent fer seven days on grounds of having 

sheltered Boos arxl shared in his sentiments; Boos himself was 

condemned to for-a year.and a day·in the House of 

Correction in GBggingen, outside Augsburg, Where only clerical 

fools, mad men and criminal_s VIera lodged. 

After completing eight months o£ the sentence, during which time 

he succeeded in converting the prison goaler·, Fr. Hoffman, Boos 

was parmi tted at his own request to return to Augsburg where he 

was confined within the city walls, but permitted to live in a 

house of his O\m. He was placed. urxler the direction of the· · 

Senior of the Capuchins who was ordered to prepare a course o£ 

theological studies for him to undergo. In 1789, frUstrated 

beyond endurance, he absconded and fled £rein Augsburg moving_· 

(as a· fugitive) from place to ·place, meanwhile caiTying on 

correspondence wi ih his .friends.. The Police· were ordered to 

find and arrest him. Boos spent soma time with Vlinckelhoffer, 

a priest who lived in ·Munich, and \vho also belonged to the· 

-Awakened in Rat.isb.on· he was sheltered by the Re.ceveurs, 

a _s"!;rict Protestant commuiuty who had been from 

France. .December 1798, \'IO;n out. by his l.ife_ as a ti ve, 

Boos reappeared volll:lltarily before his judges at A1lgsburg and · · 

submitted to being again to confinement the city 
. . 

walls. In. April. 1799 he -was finally baDished.from Bavaria and 

took refuge in Upper Austria the jurisdiction a·f the liberal 

Bish·op of Linz who appointed him to the large and "important parish 

of Gall New Kirchen. Here Boos was able to work with the sppport 

and protection of his diocesan Bishop for the next fifteen_ years. 

"The Awakening in· Bavaria preached by Boos,. Fineberg: and other 
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priests numbered at least 7,000 souls by the time of 

Boos' banishment,·and in Augsburg Slone there were 50 ihdividuals 

.who had experienced the lil'eVT Birth. It was to this movement of 

Spirit that Gessner· now deliberately joined himself. In 

November 1798, the yaar of Boos' secret wanderines and a_year 

his own Gassner. left his at Ne.uburg to . 

·take Boos 1 place as one of Fineberg's assistants at Seeg. He 

remained there April 1801 when he was appointed Chaplain 

to the Cathedral in Augsburg. 

Augsburg was an Imperial Free City and·althoueh.nominally the 

Jesuits been. suppresse-d they still continued tOU>owerfully 

the clerical government of the El_ector. Clement 

Wenceslaus, Prince of Saxony and Poland ). Referred 

to by the Brethren as 1 Jerusalem', \vhich in the of 

Christ was the seat of the Supreme Court, Augsburg on account of 

the. Court. of t:Q.e Inquisition was similarly· regarded as the 

stronghold of _same. persecuting power. <;oss_ner had spent 

much time at Seeg reading arid studying the works of St •. Augustine. 

and, his preaching at Augsburg quickly brou.ght him to the notl.ce·of 

· the Jesuits. The Motto of the 1Christus in '· was 

to accepted Roman Catholic teaching of 1 Christus extra ... : 

Nos' and Qossner's insistence qn living faith.and justification · 
. . 

vlithout works was siiili_larly at variance· with much popular teaching 

on the necessity for Confession and Penance. Throughout Bavaria 

it was the custom .-for Absolution Festivals to be regularly held . . . 

and Jubilee Years of .Absolution celebrated when both laity and 

clergy alike went on pilgrimage to gain remission of their-sins • 

. it had been said of Boos , so it was said of Gassner -

.... He many souls to Christ while others only brought 
. . 

them to the He honoured his St;1.viour. while 
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others adored Wafer"(l) 

Within twelve months of his arrival in the Jesuits 

succeeded in summoning Gossner before the Inquisition, and on 

13th-1802 an enquiry was .commenced into his teachings arid 

writinis. The InqUisition sat in the same hall in vihich the 

Protestant Reichstllnd.e had proclrlmed their Faith in 1530. (2 )· 

The Jesuits had intercepted Gassner's correspondence and the 

enquiry took the form of investieat"ion and cross examination on 

95 propositions relating to the theological of 
1Christus in and Justification by Faith. It was Gossner's 

contention throughout the.trial which ·closed_on June.2lst 1802 

· · that he was being ·loyal to the teaching of the Catholic Church. 

·.After recanting certain proposi tiom, Gassner was suspe.nded and 

5:ntenced to imprisonment in·the House of Correction at G6ggingen 

where Fr. Hoffman, the Warder, received him kindly as a friend and 

·_disciple of Boos. ·His imprisonment lasted ·only a matter of weel<B 

and.follovdng his release Gossner travelled to ·Linz to visit Boos 

in his parish at Gall. On his return to Bavaria the sentence of 

suspension from all ecclesiastical duties was still in force and 

Gassner found himself.unable to gain employment. 

Political events·in Bavaria were now to change Gassner's. whole 

ministry for the better. In 1799 the Elector Maximilian IV 

J:oseph, a Liberal \vho was . .fully in sympathy with France and 

ideals, had succeeded to the throne after the repressive. reactionary 

rule of -the Elector Charles Theo!lore. Bavaria, and · .·. 

in no position to resist the of_ Austria, tool<: the field 

·when in 1800 the French ·armies commenced hostilities. On 

ne·cember 2nd 1800 at the Battle of Hohenlinden the French General 

1. J. Gossner op.cit. Preface p.xiii 

2. Diet of .Augsburg.. June 20th The Lutheran Corlfession 
of AugsbUrg was to the Emperor Charles V by the 
Prdestant Princes. 
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Moreau defeated the comb{ned armies of Austria and Bavaria. · 

Davaria lost the Palatinate and was fined. In 180) 
. . 

by Napoleon's drastic remodelling of the· German states Bavaria in . . ... 

compensation for the loss of the Palatinate was awarded bishoprics 

and cities which included that of Augsburg. 

The Elector. and his Chief ifdhister, Count .Maximilian Joseph 

Mon"l;gelru(Q. 759-1838) com..'!lenced reforms which were avowedly anti-
. . 

clerical in spirit; Abb.e;ys, and Convents had their 

lands secularised, the clergy were_stripped of their privileges 

and the Jesuits ceased to hold intluence at Court •. In the 

. . reforms of the Church promoted by the Government, Gossner as a 

victim of the Jesuits was awarded the ;l?arish:of Dirle,va.ng, one 

·of the largest and best in Bavaria. 

The Years at Dirlewang 1803-1811. 

·.Secure under Government's protection Gassner spent the years 

of the Napoleonic Wars from 1803 to 1811 as .vicar of Dirlewang. 

He was able to continue the· work beB"Un· by Boos and Fineberg .in 

and AllgHu amongst his own parishioners, and now for the 

.first time he came into contact with Protestants who were members 

of the 'Deutsch Christenturns-gesellschaft - The German Christian 

Fellowship 1 (l )which had. its headquarters at .Basel in Switzerland. ·· 

1. The German-Christian Fellowship had been founded-at Basel in 
1780 by Johann August Urlsperger (1728-1806) who from 1756 to 
1776 had been the Lutheran Dean of Augsburg. · Urlsperger's 
original intention in gathering together active promoters of pure· 
doctrine and true godliness had been to combat the rationalistic 
theoloey of the day by.· developing a new basis for the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Through his .father l-1at had close links 
with Halle and th.S Pietists, notably Hermann (1663-1727 ), .. 
and the Fellowship e.xhibi ted the .same practical. philanthopic. · 

·.character as that of the Halle Pietists. Mo:ri,thly meetings \Vere 
held at which c.:;u-eful minutes were kept' when, after prayer and 
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The contact betWeen Gassner at Dirle,vang and Spittler, the 
. . 

Secretary· of the _Fellowship, in .Basel was typical of the 

richness and diversity of-background to be found in the 

Fellowship. Gossner and- Spittler became· more than friends 

they like brothers attraction of opposites: Gassner 

·was _quick tempered, brusque·,. often rude, but very genial, hearty 

and sincere with a quick and infectious sense of humour so that 

no-one could be angry with him·. long. Spittler was 

from Wim:ilheim in WUrtemburg was serena, quiet, a·. mystic. 

reading o_f the scriptures, letters from friends in the same cause 
were read and plans for joint activities ·for the _glory of God v;ere 
made. At an early stage a religious magazl.ne was published in 
German with the title 'Gatherings .for.Lovers of Christian Truth'·· 
in which edi"fying anecdotes, answers to prayer, manifestations 
of the-righteous judgment of god and Christian biographies were 
printed. The German of_the Savoy in London were 
the earliest of the.international.members of the Christian 
Fellowsh:i.p who .were soon to be found irt many of the different 
states of Germany, notably Ntlremburg, Stuttgardt, Frankfurt, 
Ttlbingen, Flensberg, Halberstadt and Dresden as well ·as in 
.Amsterdam in Holland. The Feliowship survived the Napoleonic 
Wars unimpaired by the hostilities and gave the impulse to the 
foUnding of the Basel :Mission· in 1815. Thoroughly ecumenical 
in outlook it embraced amongst its members lfuravians, IvTennoni tes, 
Analicans, Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Reformed. From 1795 . 
to 1801 Karl Friederich Adolph Steinkopff (1773-1859) was 
appoimted as Secretary; after he moved to London to take charge 
of the Lutheran Chapel of the Savoy his J?lace was taken by · 
.Christian Friederich_ Spittler ). · 

* August Herman.'1. ·Francke (1663-1727 ). Ie.eturer at Leipzig 1685. 
Appointed Professor at Halle 169·2. ·He founded a ·school, 
orphanage , press and dis pens xry, making a 
centre of Pietism,. practical philanthropy and Christian 
Social Servi_ce. 
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Through Fellowship contacts in Basel was introduced to 

·the Moravians at Herrnhut and he made ·use of their Hymn-book 

and LOsunesbuch (:pail:y Text Book) in his own parish. In 1803 

Ida Dauberger came to D:irlewa:ng as· Gossner 1s. housekeeper and 

remained with him as his life-long-companion and 
. . . 

partrsr for fifty years: after his death at Berlin {n 1858 

.Gossr.er was later buried with Ida in the same grave. Although 

.he was often in doubt as to or not he should marry, 

Goss.ner remaine·d celibate all his life 9 and 'Ida undertook the 

women's .work iri each placo where he liyed. 

In 1806 plague broke out in Dirlewang and Gessner visited 

ass_iduously throughout his parish forty to fifty people 

. daily in his vicarage kitchen. . These ye_ars were memorable. O\'Ting . 

t'o the small company of priests who came. to visit him and \'Tho 

together formed a common rule of life-· Sailer,. now Professor at 

La.ngenrha.yr !J.nd Ba;Yr; they_ ·w:ere years of 

deepening spiritual, insight and. of growing ability as a preacher. 

DUring the winter of 1808/1809 Gossner- fell ill, and although . · 
. ' ' 

hardly recovered by_ Holy Week, he conducted· the services for Good 

Friday and Easter; shortly afterwards ·coll9:psed. His illness 

was diagnosed as consumption and ha made· plans to 
' . . 

parish. At this very time circumstances· in _Basel affecting the 

future· of· the Fellowship and of Spittler as its Secretary opened 

·the way for Gossner to fulfi_l a. .1l:flique roleo Towards· the end of 

1809 Spittler as a citizen of WHrtemburg became eligible for 
. ' ' 

consc:dption in Napoleon's army which \'las preparing t'o invade 

Russia; he ·made. plans for Gossner to ·move to Basel to take over 

the work as ·Secretary of the. Fellowship during his absence. 

Gossner ·oh:tained leave of absence for· six months· and left the 

Parish in-the hands. of his friend Xavier Bay.r; ·he· had 

a passport for four months stay in S\vi and on 
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15th 1810 he left Dirlewang to take over the position as Secretary • 

. ·A in the Editor's office· cou.ld be filled by. a Roman 

Catholic \v.ithout any difficulty was the official reason for his 

journey. Spittler had intended that Gossner should travel 

through WUrtemburg to ZHrich and Basel, meeting al'l.d staying with· 

Fello;7Ship Members en route, but Gossner decided to go direct by 

the shortest road. 

On 12th 1810 Spittler left for the army and Gossner commenced 

his duties; he led Bible studies the Epistle to the Romans, 

edited tracts and wrote articles for the Fellowship magazine 

while at the time conducting ,all the offipial correspondence. 
. . 

The visit to Basel, however, was accompanied by a deep spiritual 

crisis concerning loyalty to his own Church.. Gossner stayed on 
. . 

in Basel after Spittler's unexpected return, since a horror of 

returning to Bavaria where his sworn enemies the Jesuits, though 

no longer were still workinz for his oppressed 

.his spirits. He had reached the stage of formally in 

writing to become a Protestant when in conversation with.a 

Moravian Brother the issue was suddenly clarified -. 
. . . 

"In Basel. I wanted to become a. convert to the Eyane;elical 

Church when a Moravian Brother· said to me -

Si7, I don't ·know what it -is you are wanting here. 

Don't renounce the blessing from the Catholic church'. 

As I w:a.lked in· the city the paving stones seened to say .to me· 
1\'lhat are you doine;·here?' 

I returned to Bavaria and .indeed there came a blessinz. ;,(l) 

1. H. Dalton Johannes Gossner. Friedeman 1898. 
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. The Ye.ars in Hu.nich 1811-1819 • 

. Gassner's fears, though real, failed to deter him frcim returning. 

to Bavaria and.he accepted a small benefice in_Munich, the capital,. ·· 

\Vhere at the end of August 1811 at tl)e a.ge of 38 ·he commenced his 

ministry in the· Church of Our Lady. · It was here that Gassner 

began to establish his great reputation as a preacher. Since 

there.were virtually no parish duties to perform he gathered an 

eclectic congregation from all over the city, taught one 

of the schools and began the work which came closest to his he art, 

·a new translation of the New Testament into German. On Sundays 

people c·ame in crowds to hear him preach. 

as follows :-· 

Gassner described his 

"Barons, Officials, Secretaries of State, Officers, 
. . 

Ladies, Artists, Students, Doctors, Actors, Ballet Dancers, 

Theatrical Workers, Court fAUsicians,·Burghers, . 

Domestic Servants, Butchers, Hospital Assistants and Invalids 

in short, men of all classes hear with· pleasure. and gratitude 

the Gospel of m.m \IDO was crucified for their sins and they 

str::ilke. up with me the hym11. - 1 To the Lamb All, yea. All, is due 1 • 

They are certainly not equally aflame and equally alive in the 

faith, but_ as everywhere - 'some less; but our hope 

is for all in Him who is the one Saviour a...'ld Friend or· sinners. 

And s orne are truly· firm and s tro11g in Him 'and. are o 

others. .· · . 

Gassner commenced holding meietin.,_,o-s on week-days· in the large 

Church where introduced his coll;._;,o-regation to th-e 

Hymn-book and The Losungsbuch of. the JVT.oravia.ns and ·to the magazine 

of the Christian Fellowship;· readings and excerpts from the· 

magazine were read, exposi tiom of scriptural passages took place 

H. Lokies. op.cit. p.38 
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and ex tempore prayers were interspersed with hymns and songs 

accompanied by·musical instruments. ·Gessner continued 

to write tracts and vdth the prospect· of publishing his version 

.of. the Testament he was. vd 

the !oreJ.gn Secretary of the BrJ. hf?h ani ForeJ.gn BJ.ble ):, 

vrho from June to December 1812 made a tour of the Continent 

which included Sweden, and Germany. Steinkopff had been 

commissioned to assist the work of .the Society on the Continent; 

he was able to present Gessner with a (ionation of £25 to 

further the circulation of New Testaments poor Catholics 

and· from this time Gessner and he became regular 

correspondents. (2 ) 

. In '1815 Gessner was able to publish ten thousand copies of his 

New Testament. Prior to publication he requested.and received 

the formal approval of the Vicariate-Ge.neral of the of 

Freis ing near 11fu.n:ich which . he printed ·on the ins ide cover of his 

·Testaments. In the Bible Society Report for 1816. Steinkopff 

noted "'!' 

"I was truly sorry to find in this edi ti.on some notes 

few as ·.they were, ·rendered it iii)practicable for me to aid 
. . .. 

. the circ1,1.lation of this edition, but. as a second will soon 

become necessary I promised £100 on condition that all notes 
should be left out. 11 (3) . . · . 

· In a letter to Steinkopff Gossner· acknowledged the grant of £100 

promif!ing 'that in future ·he would conform to the Society's 

and omit all. notes from the text; included his own reactions 

to the publication and sale of his New Testament .in Munich -

1. · Karl Steink:opff was elected Foreign Secretary at.·the inaugural · 
meetirig of the Britis)'l and Foreign Bible Society, l\1arch 7th 1804. 

2e & F.B.S. Annual 1813 P•451 

3· B. & F.B.S. Annual Report 1816 pol52 
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11The new edition of the Testament has been received with 

general approbation and has met with so rapid a sale that 

3,000.copies· were ·disposed of within· six I observe 

in this city a ·great and heart-felt joy at the publication 

of •.1ork in persons among Yihom I scarcely should 

·have expected it. Some citizens fetched \vhole dozel".s for 

distribution; some have purchased '!he Vicar­

General of Constance, Baron de Wessenberg, ordered ,000 

copies at once. The edition pleases on account of the 

. legible types, great accuracy and with the . · 

original. I have imrnediately to a second 

edition on standing types in which all notes shall be entirely 
·left out. 11 (l) . 

."The Italian Court Chaplain,- Anton Jose_ph Sambuga who was an . 

enemy of Gessner, now began organising 

:Munich to the 'Sect of the Pietists I. . 

In February 1816 the Society voted £200·to finance the 

printing of his second edition and in his letter to·Steirucopff, 

date.d March 8th, Gassner. voiced the fears which he. had been hiding 

ever since his · arrival in I.Jiunich 

"I must further repeat what I informed you of last month that 

I was in dread of a furious persecution \'i'hich might 

very detrimental to the Word of Goa.· It was, as I know to 
. . 

a certainty, determined upon by our government to apprehend 

me and Mr. Lindle (2 ) the clergyman, and to render us incapabl,.e 

any longer of acting any further and to entirely 

Sect of the Pietists, as they call it, but God who directs 

1• B. & F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence Book No. 3. 1815. p.l27 

2. "Ignatius Lindle 1774-1845·· Pa:t_'ish priest of Grundrem.rnil'lt;,noen 
mar Dillingen. He joined i·n preaching the Awakening· in 
AllgHu havirl$ strong millenarian beliefs. ' 
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every heart and e;overns the hearts of Kin..,os like rivers 

vraters said - 1It is my· desire that it shall not succeed'. ' 

I now hear that the Minister has not ratified the of. 

the Government but rejected it, giving them to understand at 

the same time that they should not meddle in such lllc1.tters. "(l) 

in upholding the. principle of religious toleration was 

to powerfully support Gessner during the remaining years of his 

influence as Minister in Munich. That· the fear of persecution 

and disapprova;L from his superiors was no empty threat became 

clear when on June 29th 1816 Pople VII addressed a Papal 

Rescript to the Met·ropoli tan of Poland advising .him on methods 

for combating bo.th the spread of .Bible Societies and the 

of the Scriptures. This was on September 

3rd,. 1816, by a Brief to the Catholic 

·Metropolitan of Russia, Stanislaus, Archbishop of M"ohl.leff., in 

· ·St. Petersburg, reprovins him for his action in suppor_ting the 

work of the Russian Bible Society which had been constituted i.n 

St. Petersburg in January 1813. The governments in Austr.ia and· 

Hungary in obedience to the Papal directions prohibited the 

formation of Bible Societ.ias· within ;thei:r;- provinces. · From this 

time onwards opposition to the free circulation-of the Scriptures 

in Bavaria became a issue as the 

or opposed from Rome·. 

Pope Pius VII on his return from captivity in France, by the Bull 
1Sollicitudo omnium promulgated on August 7th 1814. 

had restored the Society of .Jesus. The were held 

_responsible for promoting policies in all Catholic 

countries and direction .from Rorne henceforth .be·cam.e a factor in 

the politics of all German states. rn·order to silence the 

grovlinz opposition to his activities in Nunich, Goss:ner decided 
. . . . 

to appeal direct to the Minister and to the Crown Prince. In a 

l.·B. & F.B.S. Fbreign Correspondence Book No.5· 1816. March 8th •. 
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letter to dated October 20th 1816 he ·described his 

reception by Mor1:tgelas ·as follows :-

11The :Minister's answer was that protection would be granted 

me o.s much as the laws would allow but. he had still a . 

suspicion that· I V13.9 conl".ected \'rl. th a Secret Society or 

with Protestants, particularly in England. He was. pleased 

that I had made application to· him nnd furnished him with 

an open and undisguised statement of my object. for he . 

dreaded nothing more than secret societies who stood in 

connection with foreign countries 11 • 

Gessner had requested permission to dedicate the Second Edition 

of his New Testament to "tudwie;, the Crown (l); he received 

the follovdng reply by return of post :-

"I have had the pleasure to receive your obliging letter, 

together with the last edition of your New If 

every friend of Christianity feels it his duty to promote 

by all the means in his power the general dissemination of 

the Vlord of G"od '· !UJ.d consequently the knowledge of ·true 

Christianity·, how sacred ought- such an underta.l<ing to appear 

in the eyes of Princes! · How ·welcome to them every rreasure 

that may tend to promote in the speediest and most effectual 

manner the attainment of so exalted an objectl 

Considered in ·.this point of view, your endeavours to promote 

the knowledge of the Christian religion by means of your 

Testament meet wi_th J;'fY UNQUALIFIED APPROBATION and as an 

acknowlec;l.gment of my gratitude for the transmission of a 

copy of it to me, I beg your acceptance of a gold medal as 
. . 

.a the s:l.nceri ty of the sentiments with which, 

I remain yours 

October 5th 1816. LEWIS CrO\m· Prince (2 ) 

1. · Ludwig I. He succeeded to the thro.ne in 1825 and. abdicated in 
favour of son II in·l848 • 

. 2. B. & F•B.S. Book No. 5 October ·2oth. 



By the same letter-Gossner informed Steinkopff of the .new 

opportunities presented to for the circulation of his New 

Testament ·in the wards of the Elizabeth·Hospital in i1!unich-

"By the wonderful intervention qf Providence this blessed 

book is now in this Metropolis in the hands of some of. the 

nobility and gentry who never thought of it before. The 

.Lord has also been pleased to .make a way for my entrance 

into the Hospital. There are seven or eight nurses 

· to it who have been converted to the true faith; 

they·came to me, I them persual of the New 

Testament and presented them with ito They read it, were 

rejoiced and astonished and requested some for the use of 

the sick. I felt the greatest pleasure in being able to· 

supply them. ;By manns of these pious nurses, each 

is ·now supplied ·with several 'copies which the sick peruse 

with . than.l{s and ·gladness. 11 (l) 

(1) B." & F .B .so Foreign Correspondence Book No o · 5 October 20th 1816. 
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T!+e year 1817 opened with the · I"..ews that. the Government in support 

of the Papal policy had forbidden the formation of_ a Bible Society 

in Bavaria. Gessner comforted himself \9ith the thought that as 

his Testament had received the 'imprimatur' of the Vicariate­

General of Freising he could not be accused of acting against 

authority. Under the :new regulations only Protestants through 

their Deans were to be allowed to collect money for and distribute 

Bibles ·under police supervision. Gessner issued a word of caution 

in his letter of 15th 1817 

".I earnestly intreat you by all means to prevent it being 

publicly told or published in print what-you bestow upon 

me and other Catholics. Very lately a paragraph appeared 

in the ·public Papers that the English Society had contributed 

towards edition as as that _of l"!Q:o. Wi _leander 

van Ess ( several hundred pounds , and that through U:S more · ·. 

· than 100,000 Bibles a..i'ld Testaments had been disposed of 

among. Such th;Lngs should not be· publicly stated 

for here our government infers secret connections with 

England and fears danger because the very term of 'society' is 
suspect". (2) · 

1. George Michael Wittman 176()..1833. ·Professor and Reg"Gns of 
the Diocesan Seminary at Ratisbop. In conjunction with 
Fineberg he prepared a translation of the New Testament 
which was published at Ratisbon in 1808. He· founded the 
Ratisbon Bible Society for the distribution of C_atholic 
Scriptures. (The Bible Society has no record of helping 
to finance Wittman's edition of the New Testament·). 

van.Ess 1772-1847•. A monk. Professor 
of Tneology at 1/:arburg. In 1807 he published his edition 
of the New Testa."'llent which was :later subsidised by the Bible 
Society. From 1812-1827 van Ess acted as an Agent-of the 
Bible in Germany. 

2. B. &·F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence ·Book 6 1817. January 15th. 
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Following the Concordat agreed upon between the Bavarian 

G-overnment and the Holy See, on December 16th 1817 Gessner 

· intormed Steinkopff that he· had been deprived of his. office :-

·"The enemy has ·not yet succeeded here in procuring an official 

prohibition of this holy work, but I am much in fear lest he 

·should now gain his point since a Papal N'uncio is now 

expected to organise the Bishoprics and to instal Bishops. 

The adversary has so far prevailed as to deprive me ·of my 

office o I dare no longer preach th·e Gospei or instruct the 

youth. 

not. 

Still I am permitted to stay here - how long I know 

I work w:'lile it i.s day. Twice I ,.,as tried on acc·ount 

of Scripture dissemination. Lindle has -been imprisoned in 

Augsburg since more than twelve weeks and sighs for his 
. . 

deliverance. Very likely he will be stripped of his .gown. 

We have many adversaries but One is· our friend who is 

within us."(l) . 

At the instigation of Serra Di Casano, the Papal Nuncio ·\'Tho had 

been negotiating the Concordat of 1817, an official 

enquiry was undertaken into the activities of Martin Boos, Lind.le 

and Gessner, a report of which was ,forward.ed to Rome; Sailer wrote 

in support of Gessner's case but to no availo On 22nd 

Gessner was compelled to tender his resignat.iori to his . 

Superiors and, as an undesirable citizen, was ordered to leave 

·Bavarian terri tory; his New Teste.rnent l'Tas later placed the 

Index and its circulation prohibited. News of these events. 

reached London in a letter read before the Committee on AugUst 

15th 1819. 

"The Bishops and the Vicars-General have through the Pope's 

Nuncio applied to the Royal to order Gessner 

1. B. & F.B.S. Foreign Correspondence Book No. 7 1817 December 16th 



to. remove from rfiunich in which case he ·rneans to accept an 

invitation from the Royal Pruss ian Government. to become a· 

_teacher of religion in one of the semil"l..aries and an 

_offiCiating minister in the City of D(lsseldorf'. . The 

·dissemination of the· howe:ver, will still be 

continued at Munich by several ·friends who will exert 

with zeal and integrity and as far as possible 

Mr. Gossner Will co-operate with them."(l) 

Banished from Bavaria Gossner moved to Dtfsseldorf' which since 1815 

been annexed to Prussia. He obtained as a teacher 

and preached in _church of' St 9 he was able to 

combine Biblical With his ge:neral duties· and wrote on 

·October 23rd 1819 -

"I have been in this city near on tvro .months and by the grace 
. . 

of God find mys_elf' placed in an extensive sphere of usefulness 

enjoying the pri vile_ge of' p:z:'eaching the Gospel of' Christ. ·In · 
addition to this; I am to instruct the scholars in 

one of' our seminaries, in religion, and the great 

point -at which I aim is to make them acquainted with the Bible;. 

hitherto they have proved very attentive... I presented each 

with my copy o·f' the New Testarnent which they-received-wi-th the· 

utmost joy and bring with them to lectures., that vihile I aJil 

· 1. B. & F.B.S.Correspond.ence Book 1819 Allg'USt 15th •. 
Note:- DUring his years at !r'funich Goss:ne;r had been able to 
print five editions of his New Tes_tament for which he hod 
received in grants the British and Foreign Bible Society 
over "£1800 towards expell.ses. Up to the yea:r 1832 his New 
Testament continued to be reprinted regularly in Germany 

in spite of the official prohibition-from Rome it had 
a \ride circulation. In 1837 Gassner presented the types to 
the l'russian Bible Society who in 1841 presented them as a 
ma:rke of. their gratitude and ·esteem to the Bible Society in 
London. 
B. & F.B.S. Annual Rep-orts 1837, 1841 •. 



34· 

pointing out the .fuild.amantal doctrine:; of religion they may 

see with their own eyes .what ·is contained in the Scriptures. 11 (i) 

Gessner continued to correspond wi"th the Bible Society in London 

and ·.further nevis of the violent treasures adopted by oppol"..ents. of 

the Bible in· DUsseldorf were repoi:ted in a letter dated April 

2oth 1820. 

"A very stron!S opposition. to the dissemination of the 

Scriptures has been manifested by the monks and Jesuits 

who have publicly deno.u-i.!ced the Bible as an improper book 

to be read by the conunon people , many of whom have given 

up their copio?s to the o!esui ts who .have b{u.nt .them. The 

Students h0\7ever and some Of the pe.ople Of edu."cation remain 

unmoved by the violen,t attacks and would not surre:rrler ·their ·. 

Testaments ."(2 ) 

In th.e same letter Gessner informed the conunittee that he had 

received an.invitation from the Czar I to take charge 

of a COllc,DTegation in St. Petersburg and that, as his own · 

activities in DUsseldorf' had been drastically curtailed, he 

intended accepting the invitation. 

·1. B. & ·F.B.S. Report 1820 p.l58 

·B. & F.B.s. Minute Book 1820 Hay 15th. 



The Years in St. Petersburg 1820-1824. 

In the early sununer of 1820 at the age of 47 Gassner made the 

journey to St. Peters burg; the Russ ian capital , to take up his 

. duties as Chaplain to the Priory Church of the Knights of Jo:falta. 

The. ·czar Alexander I (1777-1825) had issued this invitation and 

it was under the patronage of the Czar. that Gessner spent the 

years 1820 to 1824. 

'11he Russian aristocracy since before the reign of the Empress 

Catherine the Great (1767-1796) had long bee·n influenced by French 

culture from which they had borrowed their speech, dress, and 

manners, but as an 'lite they had remained s'tral'l.gers to _Europe, 

EUropean thought and to Western forms of Christianity. At 

the close of the 18th century a change had taken place which was 

powerfully supported by the position i·n European politics accorde_d 
. . 

to the Czar Alexander·!, following the retreat of the French armies 

fi·om Moscow and the defeat of lbpoleon. In the revulsion of 

feeling tm1ards the French and French atheism and materialism 

which followed the War many me_rnbers of the aristocracy came under 

the influence of Pietism. The Czar himself gave a lead in 

·replacing the traditional Russian suspicion of Western Christianity, 

both Catholic and Prates tant, by a desire to dis cover _a common 

with Christians of all Confessions and .traditions. · 

had been brought up in the French atmosphere of religious 

scept;m :pervaded .in the Russ.ian court. Egotistic and well­

meaning, the events of the· invasion of Russia by Napoleon, notably 

the burning of Moscow in -September 1812, produced in hiin a 

remarkable change of heart. He became a mystic and searched 

for sigl'l.S and po!tents which would reveal to him the workings of 

Divine· Providence. In the years ·1815-1820 he came -under the . 

influence· of the· Baromss Barbara Juliana von KrUdener, (l) a 

1. Barbara Juliana von Kr·lidener •. Born at Riga 1764. ·Married 



member of the Baltic nobility at the aee of 40 had herself 

been converted to Pietism by a Moravian shoe-maker in her home 

at Riga. · )iL:W.ame von Krtidener, after visits in 1806 to Herrnhut 

and Berthelsdorf where she stayed with the Moravians, met 

Frederic Fontaine, a Pruss ian Huguenot pastor who had formed a 

liaison with iv"Jary Ktur1mer, an ecstatic pea.'3ant girl who had the 

gifts of prophecy. Ul"'.der the inf:luence of Fontaine, :Madame 

von I(rt.tdener in Europe addressing·_revivalist 

and in the Spring 1815 she suddenly presented herself 

before the Czar Alexander I at his headquarters at Heilbronn in 

WUrtemberg. She is credited with inspiring in Alexander the 

belief that he vm.s the 'man from the North'. Who '!las to destroy 

.Anti-Christ whom she designated as Napoleon. Under her 

influence in Paris during September ],815 the Czar with the Kings 

of Prussia and Austria formed the Holy wnen each 

pledged to take ss -his sole guide 1 the pre·cepts of justice, 

Christian charity and peace'. 

Under the influence of the Czar. many of his entourage \'lere 

brought into touch with Pietism .and of European 

mystics, notably the 'True Christianity' of· the German_ Lutheran· 

Johann Arndt (1555-162i) \'Tare. f!idely read. the ·Czar's 

intimate friends Prince Alexander Galitzyn been converted to. 

Christianity through his contact VTi th Pietist circles ; he was 

·made Procurator of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church· 

Baron Burchard Alexis Constantii"'.e von Krtidenar, .Russian ll'linister 
in Curland, 1782. Converted to Pietism at Riga in 1804·. She 
was dismissed from St. Petersburg in 1620 having failed to win 
over the Czar to support the Greek War of Independence o She 
joined a 'Pietist founded under the of the. 
Princess Gali tzyn at Sarata in Besserabia 1'lhere she died in 1825. 
For iVfadame · KrUd.e rJSr see '!!. Bauer. Religious life in Germany 
during the Wars of. Vol o 2 Ehapter 3 o · 



and. Head of the duv.l Xl!inistry of Education and Religion, being 

entrusted with reforming and building up an educational system 

for the Empire on religious principles which would be acc:eptable 

. to all Confessions·. 

The first meeting of the Russian Bible Society_ had been held in 

Prince Galitzyn1s house \'lhen by an Imperial Ukase of January 14th 

1813 Alexander had sanctioned the forming of a Society 'for the 

dissemination_ of the Old and Ne"\'1 TestaY?Snts among the professors 

of foreign churches resident in Russia, by the less 

wealthy to purchase copies at a cheap rate and by supplying the 

poor gratuitously. (l) .. Gali tzyn ·had been chosen and appointed. the 

Society's at a meeting remarkable for its irenic 

·spirit, when representatives ·of widely differing C'.nristian 

traditions had been brought together for tho first tir..e. . Two 

Scots missionaries , John Paterson and Robert Pinkerton, members 

of the Edinburgh Missionary Society\ho had played a large part 

in promoting the foundation of the Society doscribed the inaugural 

meeting as follo\'IS· :-

"It was truly delightful to see the unanimity which actuated 

this assembly, composed of Chris.tians of the Russian Greek 

Church, of Arrnenians., of Catholics, of Lutherans, of Calvinists, 

all met jar the express purpose of ·the Gospel of the 

grace of God sound out from the shores of the Baltic to the 

Eastern.Ocean and from the Frozen Ocean to-the Black Sea and 

the Borders of China. 

From the list of members present at this meeting you will see· 

that the foundations of· this Society is laid by persons of the 

first rank :in the Empire; by· person.S who. count it an honour 

to be able. to reckon themselves among, the friends of the· Bible, 

and who notwithstanding their holding the. first offices in the 

1.· B. & F.B.S. Report 1813 ·p.495 
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State do not consider it um-rorthy of t:r.em. to promote its 

circulation among their fellow men, being convinced of the 

great good \mich must arise therefrom. From the. character 

of the persons who compose the _Society much may be reas.onably 

"(l) 

In the cosmopolitan Society of. the Russian capital the small 

Protestant COD€,Tegatio:ns were drawn chiefly from the business and 

. com:nuni ties of ·Northern Europe; T:.r1e Moravians had their 
. . 

own con.:,oo:regatio11.s ur.der their pastor Mortimer, and. the Germ2.!'.s, 

Finns and Scandinavians each had their own national churches. 

Follo\'1ii'.g the Second Partition of Polm'ld in.l793 the arrival 

in St. Petersbl,U'g of large· nmnbers of exiles fro":rn the French 

Revolution, in .the Roman Catholic Arch-diocese of £f10;hileff 

under its Metropolitan Stanislaus Siestrencewitz (1730-1826) VTaS 

created. In 1800 the Jesuits, m:smy of rrhom under the protection· 

of Catherine the Great had found in Russia, were entrusted 

"l1i th the church of St. fo11ovling their expulsion 

f;om St. Petersbuxg in 1815 the care of Roman Catholics in the 

-capital· was entrusted to the Dominicans. 

The ICnights Hospitall4rs of.the Order of John of Jerusalem 

who s_ince· their eviction from Rhodes by the Turks 1522 had made · 

Malta their granted to the Czar· Paui I in 1797 the title 

of.the Order of Malta•. The Czar was an 

enthusiastic admirer of the Order gr'¥-nted to the Knights extensive 

estates in Russia, and a Grand Priory of Russia was constituted 
. . 

for·Orthodox One June l?th 1798 the Grand Master, 

Ferdinand von Hompes_ch ignominiously sur+endered the island of 

to Napoleon and the Order was· disbanded. Nfuny of the 

. Kni_shts found refuge in m'lder the pr_otection of the· Czar, 

and although von Hompesch·was still l_iving in retirement at 

1. B. & F.B.S. Annual Report.l813. P•493 
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Trieste, the irregularly elected the Czar their Grand 

an action which brought. them a strong rebllice from Pope 

Pius VI. ·After the death of Paul, Alexar!Cler I assumei the title 

'Protector of the ·order' but left the Grand-Mastership to the. 

decisiqn of the It was·to the extra-parochial Priory 

Church of tr.e Knights of that in October 1819 the Czar 

through Prince Galitzyn invited Lindle, the Bavarian priest 

who for his preachinz a.nQ. dissemination of the Scriptures had 

been imprisoned by tion at Augsburg. Lindle \'TaS an 

impressive preacher but he proved averse to city life,·and after 
' . 

· less than a ·year in St. he was pe!mission to 

move to Odessa. where he was appointed Provost to the Catholic 

were many Italian 

It· uas under these circumstances that .in July 1820 Gessner 

journeyed to St. Petersburg to succeed as Chaplain.to the 

.Priory Church of the Knights of 1•hl ta. 

Soon after his arrival, on t 31st 1820· Gessner was able to 

attend the General Committee of the Russian Society ·where . 

he was welcomed .. by the Pres.ident, Prince Gali tzyn and met for the 

first Gqvernor of St. the Catholic 

Metropolitan ar.d." other (l Since there 

were no parochial duties attached to the l<faltese Priory·the 

congregation was perforce an eclecti'c one drawn from all. 

of the city and attracted to Gessner by his gifts as a preacher. 

As a Catholic priest his duty was the celebrating 

of Mass each Sunday; he very quickly established the custom of 

con.:.o-regational worship which he had already pioneered in Munich. 

In order to meet the needs of his multi-lingual and inter-· 

confessional· congTegation he published a hymn book to he 

gave· the name 1 Selected Hymns about the rEdeeming Low 1 aJ'I.d in 

1. B. & F.R.S. Annual Report 1821 p.55 



co-operation the musician, Tscherlitzky, he also produced 

a book of four-pe.rt songs for accompaniment on the organ. 

Gossner preached each Sunday for an hour or more and in an early 

letter dated August 22nd 1820 he described th,scope 

of his new appointment -

"People of all classes Catholics and Protestants, Greeks 

and Jews, Tartars 9-nd Samojids, Kirghis :and Kamtschn.dals ,­

Swedes and Finns , Germans and F'.l.'ench, Poles and ItaliaP.s , 

in short men of .all languages and tongues ·are gathered here 

more or less al_l of them hear of this rumour which the 

preaching of the Gospel causes. Now I have found· my nest 

where I stay until the diabolic hunter or the Heavenly 

'Omnia.Disponens' chases me away or leaves rne,_as he 

'I·t is good to be There is fertile soil, a large 

vdde field, an open door t yes, a wide open portal to a whole 
(l) . 

quarter of the globe". 

Secur.!()mder the patronaze of the Czar during the years 1820 to 

1824 Gassner was able to·create at the 1hltese Priory the classic 

type of Pietist. community which received the name of the 'Gossner­

Gemeind.e - 'lhe Gossner Community'. Gassner preached each Sunday 

and distributed the Holy in.both kinds to his 

congTegation. J.lortimar, the pastor of the Moravi;:.ns, regularly 

brought his oun corigregation to the Priory to hear 

sermons. Goss:nar commenced bi-vteekly meetings on Surrlay and 

_Thursday evenims which e.t ·first \7ema held in his ow:n house; 

later the Thursday meetings \7ere transferred to -the church of St. 

· Catherine, the parish church for. the Catholics in the city. T:r.e 

· communal reading of the Bi , .extempore praying and the 

singing of were combined with philanthropic and social 

1. w. Holsten. ·Johannes Evangelista ·Gassner. Glaube und 
Gemeinde 1949 P•J4• 



4lo 

schemes which drove members of the to 

in p:ractical Christian service. The popularity of these 

gatherings which followed the same pattern as the ones in_ 

soon brou-ght Gossrier- into collision with ·the Dol!linicans who 

locked their church doors agai mt him. · In 1822 the Czar was 

able to provide Gessner and his con.:.,.o-regation with the use of the 

ballroom in the Moskaya Palace \'lhere the Thursday meetings were 

henceforth regularly held \'rl th attendances a. tlwusa.">:d 

people. Johan Philip Simon, the author of a book 'Russian Life' 

described the Gossner-Conununity about this time -

"When I first saw them they came together t\-vice a week on 

. Thu:rsdays and Sundays in a private house where they ha.d a 

harmonium. The Edification Hour comprised hymns sune by the 

people and accompanied on the Harmonium. The organist for 

many yea:rs was an artist called Rochst.uhl. There we:re 

readings from the Bible and other religious writings. They 

prayed like all other churches, mosques in 

Russ'ia. for the Czar and for his family. '!1}1:i,s Edification· 

Hour was continued· (after Gassner's departure) into the reign 

of the Czar Nicholas and stili to-day. At the and of the 

1820's I-useil to visit t'b,em quite often and sometimes saw 

even Generals kneeling faithfully in prayer. 

said. in the name of Jesus with humility. "(l) 

Everything was 

The regular weekday activities of the Gossner-Corrununity were 

developed philanthropic and educational lines. Each 

lVTonda.y Gassner went out to Smolna, ori.e of the suburbs of St. 

Petersburg, where he preached his Sunday s_ermons a second time 

in the poor-house. Sunday schools were started for the children, 

and the poor, sick;_ blind and non-Christian in.habi tants of the 

city were cared for through a wide variety of benevolent· schemes. 

1. H. Lokies. op.cito p.47 
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Gassner had already introduced his congregation to 

for Lovers of Truth', the of the German 

Christian Fellowship in Basle; following the fow.d.ation of the 

:Sa.sle Missionary Institution in 1815, the Ba.sle Mission magazine 

!i'tiission Hours 1 the reports of first-hand experiences 

of missionary work in foreign lands WEJ13 w.idely reac;l. and the 
. . . 

Gassner made regular collections for the of 

the Basle 1ussion. 

In 1823 oppos"i tion ·to Gassner and his methods to appear 

by the Archimandrite P'notius 7 Abbot of the _Konastery of· St. 

George, and Friederich Rheinbott 7 the Lutheran minister of the. 

Church of St. Ann in St . Petersburg; -both t}:le ·Lutheran and 

·Reformed pastors in the city Who were rationalists \7ere jealous 

of Gassner's success·and opposed his Pietism. The immediate 

cause of faction between Gassner and his oppo:nents was brought 

about by Lindle had -to St.-Petersburg from 

where his. ministry to Catholic coll,_;,aregation had 

pr:ovoked riots in which his _church windows were smashed. Lind.le 

was now determined to break his V0\'19 as a Catholic priest, and 

he Gassner to perform his marriage. Gessner finally 

acceded to this t, and after a secre.t marriage Lindle 

to Sarata in Besserabia where he a Pietist 

community founded under the patronage of the Princess Galitzyno 

With the birth of his first child Lindle could no longer conceal 

his cla:nd.es tine marriage and the scandal which this caused. in St 9 

prompted the Czar· to banish him.from Russia. 
. . 

Exconnnunicated by his own churqh, ?e to Germany where 

at·Leipzig he became a Protestant. He subsequently taught in 

the Rhenish Mission House in Barmenp but later joined the 

Nazarenes, an anti clerical, Pu,ritanical sect with millenarian· 

beliefs. 



Gassner had also been implicated in Lindla 1s disgrace and soon 

a further cause of scandal brought to light wi"th the 

publication in Russian of. Gassner's mm Coinmentar.y on the New 

Testament, first written by him· in I\'iunich. A General belonging 

to the Gossner-Community bore. the expense of 'The 

Spirit of Life and the Teaching of Jesus 1 into Russian which was 

published in·st. Petersburg in November 1823 •. 

Gassner's opponents (Elon,gst the Russian clergy led by Photius 

and the of Prince Galitzyn led by Count now 

prepared a. charge of blasphemy against Gassner bas.ed on his 

teaching in St. Matthew's Gospel relating to The Blessed Virgin· 

and the Family of our Lord. had commented as . · 

'follows :-

"S;t. Matthew 1. verses 25 .26. Joseph· arose from his 

sleep and. did as the angel of the Lord conunanded him ani 

took unto him his wife; ·and knew her not till she had 

brought forth a son. 1 

After the birth of Jesus, also becarne the mother of 

Joseph's as our verse says o Compare Chapter 

12 v.4?• 'i'lhile he v7as yet speaking to the multitudes · 

behold his mother and his brethren stood without, seeking· 

to speak with him. 1 " 

If we compare Mark 6 v. 7 we read "N'm.ry later had children by Joseph. 

There is no. pro!)f. of this - but even if it .were ·true it is. no 

matter, since Jesus is to be born in our hearts o Matrimony 

is a holy ordinance ·of God:and \re ought not to make common what 

God has purified. (2 ) . 

1. Count Aleksei Arakcheyev 1769-1834· Inspector General and 
l\'Iinis ter of Wa:r. 

·2 ... J. Gassner. Die Heiligen Schriften des Heuen Testamentes 
mit ErklHrungen und Hamburg 1888 · 
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Gassner's opponents declared that these .comments constituted 

a blasphemous attack. upon the· 'Perpetual Virginity of the Mother 

of God. Coupled with his liberal vieolfi on. celib;:l.Cy and clerical 

marria.e;e this proved sufficient to .. cause. his .Com.rnentary to be 

officially and the edition toeether with Gassner's 

portrait \'TOS publiclY burnt in ·the courtyard of St. George 1 s 

Mons,Stery. 

Gassner merely commented -

"let .them heat the furnace and remember the Three Holy 

Children in Babylon - on that occasion also they burnt a 

lot of wood for nothing!n (l) 

It was owing to the request of the Austrian ?,fi.nister Prince 

Mette:J;"nich that Gassner's ministry in St. Petersburg was finally 

terminated by the 02!a.r• Alexander had come under l:ietternich 's 

influence in 1822 at the Congress of Verona when the 1rfinisters 

had decided that interference to quell revolutionary movements 

in any one .of the member states was a legitimate act. (2 ) . 

. had urged Alexander to banish Gassner St. 

Petersbi.lrg .as an citizen;· J"ieldinz to the forces 

· \vho oppos.ed Prince Gali tzyn and his circle, the. Czar in April 1824 

at one and the same time demanded the resignation of the Prince 

from office, suspended the Russian Bible Society and banished 

from Petersburg. News of these events were reported. 

under the heading 'Anti-Biblical Revolution in Russia' in the 

Scottish Society Report for 1824. · 

11 In consequence of tr,e powerful opposition which was raised 

to the Bible Society, Prince Galitzyn its noble 

1.· H. Lokies. op .. ci to 

2 •. of October 2oth 1822. Attended by 
Alexander I, Prince and representative 

of Prussia, France and Great Britain. 
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retired from ·that office and a Russian was appointed 

in his place. Its no less excellent Secretary, Mr. Papoff, 

who visited· this country about two years ago, and who. wru:; 

connected with the censorship of the ·press, vras afterwards 
. . 

on trial by the Criminal Court respecting a book which 

had been published by Pastor Gassner in vt..'lich there were 

some reflections which were. considered as· unfavourable 

to the doctrines of the Greek Church relative to the 

Virgin Mary. 
·. 

Pastor Gassner himself, who though a Catholic is said to be 

a most eloquent, evangelical and useful preacher, had 

previous to this been ordered away from St •. Petersburg .on 

a few days notice."(l) 

1.· Missionary Register. 1825o Po392o 
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Interim Years 1824-1829.. 

Tho Awakening first preached by l.lartin Boos arrl Fineberg· 

had contirued to spread duril'l.g Gessner's absence from Bavaria and 

the Awakened Brethren had increased in such numbers in the 

districts of Kempten and AllgHu that the Bishop·of had 

found it impossi.ble on his Oim authority to repress them. On 

September 22nd 1823 of the Zelanti(l), Girolamo 

Della Genga (1760-1829) a former Papal Nuncio in Germany was 

elected Pope o He took the title Leo XII and by all 

of in the Catholic Church quickly established 

his policy of strengthening th2 loyalty of the Bishops to the See 

of Peter; he pronounced against Bible Societies the freedom 

of the Press, tightened the governing the Index· and 

strongly opposed the national movements in the Catholic Church in 

France, Germany and Aust:riao In keeping wi t..l). the new policy ·at 

Rome., the Dishop of _4uf,rsburg in October 1823 issued a Pastoral 

Letter in which he denounced Boos and his follo'wers a.E! "PsE;ludo­

mystics" and instigated active persecution a..gainst them; 37 

priests were involved in.this suppression which took place in 

1824 and in an account published in the French Protestant 

pe.riodical "Archives du Christianisme 11 Fineberg, Wincklelhoffer, 

Lindle·, .Gessner and Bqos were mentioned by name as leaders of the 

movement • .(2 ) . . 

Boos had been ba,nished from Austria in and had ta...lcen refuge .. 

in Prussia; in 1819 he was appointed vicar of .. 

and although still harra.ssed by his enemies he was secure under 

·the protection of·the Protestant government. 

1. The Zelanti A in Rome who supported the Jesuits and 
advqcated the Papal government. They were 

· opposed to Liberalism in both church and state. 

2. The Christian Observer. September 1827. 
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him that the Awa.kenil".g which he had preached in Bavaria had been 

officially condemned by the hierarchy he shrewdly interpreted 

the motives of the ·authorities as follows :-

"By a spurious mysticism they understand a dangerous and 

secret association vrhich mena.-cces at once both church and 

state". (l) 

Since 1819 the-Carlsbad Decrees(2 )had been in force throughout 

·Germany and Police info:rrrers were ·everywhere active in detecting 

and bringing to trial those suspected of anti-government 

sympathies; meetings. and associations were banned and government 

licence was required for all public and soci.al gatheril".gs o .t\Iiti-

liberal parties \7ere in the a.Scendant· both in the Catholic Church 

and the German states when in 1824 Gessner returned to Germany· 

after four years spent in St. Petersburg. On April 9th i824 

Gassner preached his last sermon in the Maltese Priory, a.'Yl.d two 

days later left St. Petersburg accompanied by escort of 

.Cossacks v1ho conducted him to the frontier. He continued his. 

journey to Berlin-where he arrived on :Uay 29th hoping to find 

protection Protestant Govermaent of Prussia. Karl 

von Altenstein. (1770-1840) Prussian r.Iinister of Public Worship 

dared not employ·Gossner in any public capacity since he was 

prohibited from preaching could obtain no post in the Catholic 

Seminaries as a teacher. After a month's stay in Berlin Gossrer 

1. J. op.cit. Appendix. Letter of October 23rd 1823. 

2. Carlsbad Decrees. In August-September 1819 at Carlsbad · 
under Ii!etternich 1s direction the Ministers· of Prussia, 
Austria, Bavaria, Baden and Wtt:rtemburg agTeed to the 
follovring repressive measures:- . 
1. A of the Press for 5 yea:rs.-
2. Control of the·_ Universities th:rout;h Overseers. _ 
3. All persons suspected of revolutionary activities.to be 

refused pubiic ' 
4• A Comnussion with headquarters at to investigate 

revolutionary activities throughout Germany. · 
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moved to .Altona, a subUrb .of Hamburg, where he stayed as the 

guest of a l'Jennoni te w..erchant, VDXJ. der Smissono Unable to 

·perform any type of public rninistry Gassner was free only to· 

·lead family worship and to. address . meetings in the homes of his 

friends o In Altona .at the house of Van der -Smisson Gessner met 

Amalie Sieveidrie;(l), a pioneer in female education and nursing 

of the sick, v1ho, ;ti. th her friends Louise Reichardt and Christine 

B!jhner, formed a :circle. of social re:f'm1l"lers concerned w:j.th the 

education of girls and the care of the sick and pooro Gassner's 

own \70rk in Dirle\7ang during the plague, his duties as Chaplain 

to the Elizabeth Hospital in i\fun:ich and his recent experience at 

the Smolna Poor-House in Petersbm:g provided_him "1-Tith the 

necessary backgrou."ld to welcome and encourage thOse womeri. in 

their plans for a higher standard of nursingo He could only 

act, hoTiever, in a private capacity, and after only three months 

stay in Al to!l..a, in September 1824 he WD:3 compelled by the Police 

leave Harnburgo Gassner moved to Leipsig_ in Saxony vtnere he 

stayed with· his friend Tauchni tz o Still banr..ed from any public 

preachir)..J, he devoted. his time to literary work; he wrote a 

devotional manual daily readings and prayers suitable for 

family worship to which he gave. the n..<tl!le "Schatzldlstlein - The 

Spiritual-Casket" and COI!lmenced translating the "Imitation of 
. . . . 

Christ" Thornas a Y..empis. During.this period in leipsig he . 
. . 

renewed contact.with the in Sto Petersburg 

which had suxvi yed his banishrnent and was continuing. to meet 

regularly; he wrote a series of meditations on the "Medulla 

Animae" of the German Dominican Johannes Tauler (i290-1361) 

a mystical vcr-iter who was a contemporary of Meister Eckhart at 

Strassburg. These meditations and the letters which Gassner 

1. ·Amalie Sieveking. -Social Reformer and 
·Pllil.anthropist. She nursed the sick in the Cholera 
·outbreak. in Hambur€; 1831. :Founded ·the Female Society 
for the Care of the Sick and Poor, an Order for Nursing 
Deaconesses in the Lutheran Church 1832. 
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wrote on his birthday each year to the Commu...Yli ty in St. 

Peter2burg were eventually collected S:nd. published in 1857 

with the title "Goldkfjrner - Golden Grains". 

In 1825 Gossro.er visited the settlement of the 1:1oravians on the 

estate of their· founder, Ludfig von Zinzendorf, at Herrnhut. 

During his stay the question of joining the Moravian Brotherhood· 

or remaining loyal to his Oi'Fn Church presented itself an acute 

form and finally on June 16th 1825 Gessner requested th,at the· 

decision might be made in accordance the 

Moravian custom of casting the lot; he joiro..ed the Brethren 

Sisters in a celebration of the Lord's ·supper 

the lot was cast but the aro.swer proved negative. Gessner stayed 

· on at HerrP.hut for the remainder of the yeax · edi tine a biography 

of his frier.d and fellow-exile from Bavaria, Martin Boos, vlho 

had died. in his v:ian:age at Sayn· on August 29th 1825. On his 

return to Leipsig in 1826 he published the biography 

title "Martin Boos - a Preacher o:f Righteousness II. 

During Aueust 1825 Dr. Pin.k.erton, the British ani Foreign Bible· 

Society's .Agent·, visited leipsig in the course of one of his · 

European tours and consul ted with corrurd ttee· of the Leipsig 

Bible Society at· the home of the President, Dr. Tittman. 

Gassner's need.s were represented to him and he was able· to 

arrange for a grant of 1,000 copies of the Gessner New Testament 

to be given to him. (l) Gassner returned to I.eip)tig in 1826 

where he commenced. Bible classes in a ·sma.ll crlmventicle to which 

both Protestants· and Catholics came; he uas soon reported to 

the Police, however·, a."Yld. an into his activities 

was demanded .. · To the. ques·tion ;'lhether or not he was a Catholic . 

Gessner replied - "I a.rn o. Christian". The Protestant authorities 

in Leips i:g, ho'rmver, v1ere umrilling to shelter him and he was 

-1. ·B. & F.B.s. P.eport 1926 p.xxv. 



ordered t'o leave the city. On July'lHh 1826 Gassner arrived 

on es·ta.te Coun·t He:n:r'y von Reuss , a Siles·ian noblemen and 

a of Zinzendorf, had'met him at Herrnhut the 

previous yea:r. · The· Count was one of the Committee of the· 

Buchwald Bible Society(l)which. comprised a number of 

· among the nobility in the Giants IV!ountai:r.LS · on the borders of 

Silesia and .4ustria. . Count von Reuss welcomed Gassner. to 

J!!nkendorf as his guest where he very soon became acquainted 

with the Countess Frederika von F.eden, the President of the 

Society, \'lho invited him to address· her family and friends at 

her Cf.lstle in Buchwald. In this Gossl'1..er gained the ent&'e· 

to a circle of Pietist among ·the nobility. 

who invited him to their homes to lead· their family worship. and 

to address meetings and gatherings of their friends estate 

workers. Goss r.er met Prince Vlilliam and Princess iV"iarianna von 

Preussen in Fins bach, Prince Radzivill arid ·Princess Louise von 

Preussen in Ru..ilberg, Field Marshall von Gneisenau in Erdmannsdor'f, 

Stolberg-Wernigerode in Janrio,ritz, Couu1t Anton 

Stolberg in Kreppelhof, Burgrcwe Henr) Ludwig. Dolma in 

and Karl von Heyni tz in K6nigsha-in. (2 Frederika von Raden . 

(177 4-1854 a clos.e arJ£1. respected friel'l..d. of the Prus sian 

House of Hohenzollern and· her friendship with Gassner, 

which began through .his frequent visits to her hoir.e to address 

1. The Buchwald Bible Society, an Auxiliary of the Prussian 
Bible Society, had b'een four.ded by Count von Reden, the · 

to the Duke of Brunswick and a Pru,ssian . 
of State ort his estate at Buchwald on June 19th 1815 o 

B. & F.B.S. Annual Reports 1817 p.l63; 1819 

2.. H. Lokies op. Cl. t .. p.49. 

3. l''or the Coimtess von Reden see· G. Browne. History of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. London 1859· Vol. 1. 
Po429-43lo 



meeti11.e;s and conduct· family \7orship, continued for the rest of 

their lives. She, more than o.11y other person, was. responsible 

for persuading Gassner to acce.pt employment in the Prussian 

Church as a -Protestant i:Iinister and on July 21st 1826 in the 

church of· the King's Chamberlain K-3.!'1 von Heynitz on his estate 

at KBnigshain in Silesia Gassner received the Holy Corn.rnunion 

according to the Lutheran rite. 

Gassner placed on record: his own feelings a..'ld reasons for his 

conversion to Protestantism as :-

"In my youth I vras disg1.lSted when I heard somebody sayil".g -

'That man is a Convert r. Once I myself came near to 

changing my religion but at the decisive it proved 

irqpos s i ble • · I did not want to be a Convert • It appe a.red 

to me to be contrary to God's coama1mment. In all sorts 

.. of ways I have tried to serve rp.y C:.t"lurch by proclaiming the 

truth of the Bible o. All in va-inl She has no room for me. 

And now I am falli:ng bet\7een two stools. I still :.wed a 

sure repose ·- neither comfort nor luxury. What I 11.eeds .is 

a real pulpit. If I can stand in front of a coneregation 

and tall{ abqut our Lord Jesus aild Life and in Him, I 

would not change it even for a.Y.ing's thro:ne. It is -

grace abounding!' but who am I to ask so iP.sistently for 

this BTace? The Lord has both and wi thd.rawn it; 

if He so·wishes He can return it to me again."(l) 

.ultimately caused Gassner to finally_reject the Roman 

Catholic Church and become a Prates tant. was not a question of 

dogma but the prospect held out to by von Reden 
. . . 

and his other Pietist friends that he would be granted employment 

1. Charlotte Sauer. Fremdling- und BUrger, Levensbild des 
Johai.1ro.es Evangelista Gessner. Berlin 1965. · 
Po 235 • 
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as a Minister in the Church of Prussia. Doctrinal differences. 

played no part in his cha..nge of allegiance. Gassner had never 

at any tiine studied the "1ritings of Luther and he roun."'.ly stated 

his vie'7S on the Esto.-olished Churc..hes both Catholic and P...rotestant 

as foll0\'13 :-

"The establishment of the State Church is a poison introduced 

·into the Church by Constantine.; 'l'he Church "en masse" is 

like Sodom and Gomorrah standing 'Lmier the protection of the 

devil who is everj"\vhere to hinder Com.rnw.iori with 

Christ. All Confessional Churches are not agencies of. the 

·true Church but tools of the devil. The Lutheran devil is 

just as black a.s the Catholic· 

In the course of the P.ext three mon·ths following his decision to 

become· a Protestant GossPEr became acquainted with Baron Hans 

Ernest von Kot·t•vi tz a Silesian nobleman ·who Yras one of the 

leading personalities in Pietist circles in Berlin. Like the 

Countess· von Reden, Baron von Kott,•litz was cldsely con.."'l.e?ted 

with the House of Hohenzollern e.nd it was in company with the 

Baron that returned to.Berlin in October 1826 to 

his formal.application to the 9onsistorium of the Church of 

Brandenburg for as a Pastor in the Pru.ssian Church. 

1. W. Holsten . ·op.cit. p.25 

2. Ha'fl.s Ernest von Kottwi'tz 1757-1843· Social Reformer end 
Philanthropist." The leadii'lg personality in the Berlin 
Awakening. A page to Frederick the Great, he was the 
intimate friend of Kini Frederick ·William III nnd of the 
Cr.ovm Prince, later !{:i..p..g Frederick William IV. 
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The·Years in 1826-1858. 

On October lOth 1826 and Baron von arrived in 

Berlin where for the remainder of the the necessary 

formalities were comple.te>d for submitti11g Gossner.'s request for 

as a l'iinister of the· Pruss ian State C'.nurch to the 

Consistorium of the Church of Bra..YJ.denbu.rg. The question of 

granting employment to Gossner proved be without" precedent 

since by a law· of the Pru.ssian Constitution no ·former Oatholic 

priest could hold office as a Protestant pastor ·or teacher, and . 

on January 27th 1827 Gassner received notification fron.1 the 

Consistoriu.m -

"Much as we sympathise with your present lot we are not 

authorised according to present to grant 

you a position as. a Minister". 

Undeterred_ by this r_ef\lSal, von Kcittv.ritz decided to Gassner's 

case before the and O\'!ing to his influence '.'.ri th 

·William ·rrr on. February _17th 1827 by a of 

the Royal t, the law in Goss ner 's particular case was 

ennulled and were ·to accept Gassner 

as a candidate. for the to normal constitutional 

and legal -The Consistoriu.m required Gossner to 

submit to.an examination for his qualifications as a pastor, 

and he was requested to present papers in Latin, a dissertation 

on the Epistle to the Romans and to preach a trial sermon on the 

text Romans 3• v.25-27. (l) 

Gassner's attitude to ecclesiastical authority as 

a Protestant was no different from his attitude when a Catholic 

and he reacted violently to submi t"ting to the discipline and 

regulations o:f: the Consistoriu.m. He· "\'ii'Ote to I!'.rederika von Raden 

expressing his conscientious scruples 

1. ·c. Sauer op.cit. p.240. 



"I must trust confidently in the Lord what F.e will have me 

do and how F.e i7ill direct. All my frienis from without 

strongly urge me (to s.'0.bmi t the papers) but inwardly' I feel 

I must not and I cannot. They do not uP.derstand this 

· · · "uomi tted 
After a long delay Gossr£r eventual1y;nlspupers and late in 1827 

left Berlin to stay vd th von Bellow, a Pietist nobleman on 

estate at Seehof near Stolp in Pomerania. During the summer of 

1827 Gessner stayed with members of the country gentry in the 

districts west of Danzig meet.in:s a circle of Por:,_era.nian Pietists' 

who had experienced an as in Silesia. he visited their 

estates am conducted their family worship, addressing meetings 

'of g-uests and friends in their homes. At Trieglaff he 

renewed acquaintance th .Adolph von Thadden (1796-1882.) who in 

1816 as a youP.g .man of 20 had visited.him as a student in 

to share in the .Awalce.nii'l.g in Bavaria and to attend 

lectures at Landshut. At Sch8!1J1a.usen he met the i'asi1ily of 

Ferdin.:1.nd. von Bismarck, a retired captain in the Pruss ian army, 

'l'lhose son Otto (then a boy of twelve) was later to become the 

German Reich-Chancellor. Gessner also became the farnily·friend. 

of von Puttkammer whose daughter, (1824-1894), in 1847 

became Bfsmarck's wife. In 1849 Gessner \'!'as·asked to bapt.ize 

their first son, Herbert. At the end of August 1827 Gessner 

·returned to Berlin and .. in the first week o:f September he met · . 

Dr. Piru(erton end the Rev. Richard Sibthorp, the Bible Society's 

Agents who were able to supply him with 300 Bibles 

distribution amongst the poor estate workers in Pomerania where 

he had recently been. (2 ) · On J"anuary 24th 1828 Gassner was 

granted permission to preach by the Brandenburg Consistorium 
. . 

but he was still treated with Ul'llni tigated suspicion by his 

fello\•i clergy.· Iviean';Vhile in Berlin he renewed his friei'l..d.ship 

l. H. Lokies op.cito p.27. · 

. 2; B. & F.B.S. Report 1828 p.64 .• 
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with von Kottwitz and met an increasing number of Pietists 

amongst the aristocracy and pro:fessional o He 

became ·with Friederich Karl von Savigny (1779-1861 )' 

Professor of Law in the University of and.Tutor to the 

Crown Prince 11 and Friederich Daniel (1768-1834) 

one of the leadir.g fieur.es in German who from 1802-

1804 had been the pastor in Stolp and TIM now Profe.ssor of 

Theology in the.University of Berlin and Secretary of the 

.Academy. 

on his reception by.the Derlin aristocracy 

as follows :-

11The people of Berlin are easy-goirig o They stay at home 

a.I"'.d expect Christ to be brought to them in 'their horres and 

in thei::c rooms. I should be gratef'ul if they are not too·. 

lazy to let· Him come into· their hearts· .whiie they 

have Eim so near. 1.,.ney listen vd th pleasure l.ike the 

Atheniai"'.S did - but whether the penetrates and 

bears fruit - this \'.rill be seen at the harvest. There is 

much blite bl9od in Berlin) and it will not ·be very easy to 

make it bluet 11 (l . .· · 

In 1829 follovl"ing the death of Jaenicke, the _Minister of the · 

Congregation atte.ched to the Bethlehem Church 

in Berlin, the appointed Gassner to the charge of 

the parish and congregation, .al'l_d, on Palm Sunday, Apri1 12th 

1829 in. the presence of Schleiermacher, von Kottwitz and other 

friends his Dedication Service was he'ld. Gos s ner ·at 'l;he ag"S 

of 56 commenced his ministry at the Bethlehem Church under the 

of the Royal House. The King, Frederick 

William III, had already. shown him special fayour by abrogating 
. . . 

the legal statute \','i'J.ich had debarred him as a former Catholic 

1. H. Lokies .op.cit. p.52. 
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priest fr·om active ministry in the Prussian Church: Freder.ick 

William tl-ie Crmm P..eince vras to become Goss:ner's life-lo11.g-

friend. Free to preach once more and in charge of his o\m 

parish and congregation Gossl'l...er instituted the activities ''1hich 

in Di:iJ..eyral"Je 7 I.'funich an.d St. Petersburg had. con.Stitute9. 

''Ecclesiolae in ecclesia11 
- the Pietist community '\'lith its 

multifarious religious, social and philanthropic meetil'l._gs. 

in addition, his Bethlehem Congregation through ministry 

of their late pastor helped to direct Gassner's interest and 

energies more directly to the work of· Foreign Miss ions. 

Gassner 1s predecessor at the Bethlehem Church lw.d been Johannes 

Ja:enicke (1748-1827) a weaver by .tradE7>, who after a period a·s 

teacher in the Ji:!oravian Paedagogiuin at 1Uesky in was 

ordail'l...ed in 1779 as an assistant minister in the Boheznian 

· (Moravian) congTegation in Berlino The Moraviar.s in Berlin 

· were organised in two separate con.gTegatio:ns - o:r...e in the city 

i tseif and one in the village of Rixdorf where they had fou_Ylded_ 

a farminz and colony. Historically the Bethlehem 

CO%"'Tegation in the city took its origin from the visit of 

and his family to Berlin in 1738 when .from January 

·to· the Count had delivered· -a cou.:cse of sixty sermol'l.s on 

the second chapter of Luther's In 1764 the 

congregation, by n0\'1 a mixed Ol"'.e, had held an ordine.tion service 

in the Bohemian language a.11.d in 1787 the 5oth jubilee of the 

founding of the congregation was celebrated, to which Horavians 

w·ho had attached theniselves to the Reformed and Lutheran 

con..:,OTegatiol'l.s in the city vrere invited. In 1792 Jaenicke 

succeeded to the sole chare-e of the parish where he remained 

1:!-ntil his death in 1827. The Moravian congregations in Berlin 

in 18241n.d: 357 members and were a prosperous community in the 

1. l<,or the hj.story of the Berlin congregations see J o Holrnes. 
History of the. Church of the United Brethren. Vol. l_p.268 
Vo1.·2 p.27, 29, 197, 206. 
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The li-Ioravians had since 1732 been actively engag-ed in Foreign 

:Missions but their fundamental principj.e that all Brethren and 

Sisters were called to be Iil.issionaries led them to disparage 

any form of ·JTI.issionary or the foundine; of 

mission schools and societies. During the 18th centUl'Y no 

other Protestant C:.11urch in Germany had e.s yet any concern for 

Iil.issions and. the Helle-Danish Mission founded in 1714 with. its 

Missionary College in Copenhagen had virtually ceased to send 

t . . - . 1 t th (l ) ou m1ss1anar1es n_ age 1er. 

In E11.gland the founiing of the London ·!·.lissioi'..ary Society on 

September 21st 1795 as a joint society of Independents, 

Presbyterians' r.'iethodists and. _o\nglicam \'laJ3 followed by the 
. . 

organisation in the w.der Theodore van der Kempe 

(1748-1811). of the Netherla11.ds. Missionary Society which was 

founded.in.Rotterdam on December 19th 1797. A copy of the Plan · 

·of the London Missionary Society was published in a lL:'l .. lnbuxg. 

neYlspaper where Baron von Schirnding, a Pietist Forest-Ranger 

from Dolbrilugk in Saxony .. ppened to read it a . von Schirriding. 

wrote to the Directors requesting further information,.. and in 

1798 was appointed a co-director of the Society for Germany. 

In 1799 the· Baron offered his 0\111 experse to purchase 

converted r.egroes in the West Indian Islands .and conve;y:- them to 

.ll.frica to found a missi·on and to fil'la....Ylce a mis!;)ion from Germany 

with men and money to be commenced at Uoo'lika Sound, on 

Vancou.ver Island, British (2 ) The Directors of the 

Lor.d.on Society however were unable to sponsor either of these 

schemes. On February 2nd 1800 von.Schirnding in co-operation 

·with Jaenicke and a small gToup of Pietist ·laymen opened a 

1. G. Warnock. Outline of a History of Protestant Wussions. 
London and ·Edinburgh 1901. p.52, 116o 

2. London Missiol1.c'U'Y Annual Report 1799 p.xv. 



mission school in the Bethlehem parish ·in Berlin for the training 

of young men for the mission field. 111nis new development under-

take_n by Jaenicke VTa13 partly financed ·by von Schirr.dine; but was 

quickly sponsored also by Pietists in Basle and by the !•!iissionary 

Societies in Rotterdam w.ho availed themselves· of the 

school's candidates. (l) Jaenicke 1 s_· own brother \'ins a missionary 

in the Halle-Danish J;ffission in the East Indies and he himself ·-had 

long "\'iished to enrraf.'0 more actively in work for foreign missions; 

he had, however, no intention forming a f.'f:i.ssiona.ry _Society Oz:l 

the or Dutch.petterno In the school which was run on 

most. frugal lines Jaenicke was the only_ teacher; each student 

was allowed 2 rix-dollars a week for his board a.-"'ld lodgi:r.g and 

on completing their studies the men were ordained for the.rnission· 

field a-nd entered the service of the l'llissiol'l .... 1.ry Societies· in the 

Netherlands a:nd England as Lutheran pastors o 

In 1807 a suggeE!tion rras made by Spittler, t:b.e Secretary of the 

Germans- Chris·cian Fellowship that the School should be moved to · 

Basle but· Jaenicke declined the offero F.e continued as Principal 

until 1823 when his son-in-law Rtlckert succeeded him. Up to 

Jaenicke's death in 1827 over 80 candidates :had been sent out 

to the Dutch and English in Africa and Under 

RUckert's mana.-zeme:nt the -School fell into a decline but ·.it 

pioneered the way for missioi1ai'Y interest in the Church 

and prompted the in 1824 of the first of the German 

Missionary Societies. 

During 1823. eight notable Berlin laymen a...Yld two pas:f;ors, Johannes 

.4ugu .. •:d; Neander (1789-1850) F-..cofessor of Ecclesiastical History in 

the Univers.ity of Berlin and Friedrich August Tholuck (1799-lSTI) 

1. In 1801 3 missionaries were engaged by the Lorrlon Miss iona.ry. 
Society. L .. li.S .. Report 1801 p.l7 .-
In 1802 2 students -r:ere engaged by the Church 
Society. E. Stock.: History of the C.M.S. Vol. l·p.82o 
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Professor of Theology in the University of Hallej inspired 

vvith the idea of forming a ·society and issue·d jointly 

'An for Contributions in Aid of ·Evangelical 

The sp.ccess of the appeal and the i'Tide interest t·aken in the 

C?bjects of" the proposed society led directly in- 1824 to ·the 

foucfninz of a I Society for the .of Evangelical £:!iss ions 

amongst the Heathen' which received the Royal Licence the 

Government. .An attempt to amaleamate Jaenicl£1s· Mission School 

in the Bethlehem parish \'!i t.l-J. the new Socie_ty proved unsuccessful 

and in 1830 a separate 1V"d.ssion House and for students 

was built. In 1831 Gassner was invited to join the Committee 

of the Society which henceforth can!3 to be generally known as · 

the Berlin Missionary SocietY:• 

Ever since his short· stay in Basle durins 1810, he had acted . 

as Secretary for the German C'nristian Fellowship, Gassner had been 

in intimate touch with the :niss of the Moravians as well as 

re.ceiving.regular.nevTs the of the __ Mission.:1.ry 

Societies in In 1815 ·with othe:r members of the 

Fellowship he had. contributed towards building ·the Basle 1\-"!.ission 

House v:l:tic.l1 its Inspector, Christian (1779-1_838) 

trained mem. from Viiirtemburg and Swi many of. whom w·ere 

engaged by the C:r"!u:rch !Ylission..<try Society in his 

years in St. Petersburg Gassner had made regular collections 
. . 

for the Basle 1\fi.ssion, and the Basle magazine had 

been widely read by members· of ·the Gossner-Comrnunity. On- J.1ay 

29th at the Dedication-and Dismissal service for the 

Ber],in Missionary Society's first missionaries to Siouth .Africa 

Gassner took Schleiermacher 1s place as guest preacher in the . 

Church of the Holy Tril'l.i ty. His se.rmon which comprised thirty-

three :pnges of manuscript gave _practical illustrations of the 

scope and difficulties of missionary work and challerl(5ed his 

hearers with the message that· the v.hole churc..ll should. be 
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actively engaged in niissior1..s. 

In 1834 was able to commance publishing two monthly 

periodicals edited himselfa In v Die Bie ne auf dem 

Missionsfelde - The Baes. in the 1vlissionfield' - he pri.nted 

current rews and events f:r-o_m the Missior.ary Societies together 

with stimulating articles and rules of cor>.d:u.ct for the successful 

preachinz of the Gospel; 'Der Christliche Hausfreund ..- ·the 

Christian Family-frie!1..d' was a. Cr.a'is tian family n.ermpaper 

containing articles on pious topics and helps to family 

worshipo 

The Nursing Service ani Elizabeth Hospital a 

During 1833 Gassner was led to begin a nursing in his 

parish, prompted by a visit to a sick servant of one of .the 

he had knovm in Sto Petersburg.. ·The who had fallen 

ill in Berlin sent ·for Gossne:r- \llho requested some of his friends 

t f . . . (\...... f th. . . . d. "- tmh .Ch . t · '" ) G "ld ·o care or ULUi o 1 e · l'!J.ens UJ. . 

for Sick Nursil'l.g' '.'Tas "forro.ed; on November 16th 1833 a parallel 

organisation 'The Christian Guild for Sick was 
. . 

established o divided his parish into six districts 

each un:ier an .Administrato:r-; the met 'for weekly prayers 

and Bible s.tudy, a_fter which the visiting and care of the sick 

was discussedo The medical service of the Guilds was organised 

by Doctor Achilles who in gratitude for Gossner's minis try to 

him in a time of illness offered his services free of charge. 

Guilds increased their activities until in 1836 there were 

several hunc:lred. members; the many rich friends of. Gossner -gave 

generously to fino.nce the service which was the first attempt 

underta.l'::en in Berlin by any of the Christian churches at social 
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welfare o il. residence had. been rented as Headquarters for the 

Guilds in the but pl.ans for building a separate 

Hospital were made and a site near the Potsde.mer Tor became 

available at a price of 22?,000 thalero 'the King donated 6,000 

thaler towards the _propqsed Hospital and during 1836-37 Gassner. 

or[;anised the. Celebrations of the Bet,."t-tlehern Con.::,o-regation .. 

for a Hospi i;al foundationo On October .15th 1837 the Hospital 

was opened with accornmodation for 50 patients; in the .following 

"-year in of the Crown Princess it received the P..ame of the 

Elizabe·th Hospital beirt.g jo:flntly associated vii th St 9 Elizabeth· 

of Hungary (120r-1231) the German Princess who had nursed the 

sick in the Wartbu:rg and _·at Marbtirg in tha 13th ce:r3:turyo T'ae · · 

Hospitals of Amalie Sieveking "founded in in ard 

Theodore. Flied!'l..er (1800-1864) founded in Kaiserswerth in·l83.6 

were st::.ffed by the new orders of" Protestant sol1'.e 

of Tihom took life vows like Roman Catholic nuns o Gossrer 

declined to organise his .nurses on these lilies, but i11.sisted. 

that they should have the name of 1 Servants 1 · and that the 

lin.lc between thel!l.selves. aYI.d the patients must 11t all 

costs be ;_ ; he wrote his Ol'm tract on the training of 

a nurse with th.e title 1The Christian Nurse - Hovi can she be truly 

sympathetic?'. P.s _the Hospital became more institutionalised 

Gassner was compelled to forego· his origil'l.al pla.YJ. that all the 

nurses should be drawn from the Bethlehem co:r.gregationo Ee 1 

like Amalie Sieveking and Fliedner, i:r..sti tuted Deaconess Order·· 

for whom he vr.rote a -Rule a!"l.d. Constitution. 

•. 
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The Gassner Mission 1836o 

During 1836 felt compelled to resign from the Comr.1i ttee 

of the. Berlin Missiol'l..ary Societyo The C!lUSe of his disagreernent 

with the Comrni ttee WM over the question of the l'l..ecessary 

qualifico.tiors .required by the Society for cS...Yld.idates for t.l'le 

mission.fieldo The Society which frotn its foundation had 

numbered two University Professors runongst its founder-members 

il'l.sisted that the normal classical and theological studies 

r.equired by the Consistorium for·pastors in the .Prussian Church 

should also be required for candidates for the mission fieldo 

Goss:ner through his long and informed association with the 

M'oravians considered the Bible a.Yld Hynm-Book more effective 

. means for the evangelization of the heathen than Homer and Ovido 

F..e left the Committee but continued to edit the Society''s news-· 

sheet for the missions in Sou"ch l1fribao The fund. rune ntal 

principle of artisan rnissionaries and their training shared by . 

both Gassner and the had been carefully explained by 

Christian Latrobe, the English Secretary for the 

Missions as follows :-

'l'l,'1hile scholarly 'men .not excluded, most of the 'missionaries 

·must be from the artisan first 

because such tnen are best able. 'to endure a rough life a'l'ld . . 
seconr'lly in the Church's opinion higher education 

is not requiredo Students do not as a rule as good 

. missionaries as mechanics; and in the sphere of education 

the missionary r.eed.s only four g-reat qualities. First, he 

must have a good knowledge of the Scriptures; a 

good understanding; third, a .friendly disposition; and 

D.· heart with.love 

1. Qu.oted in J .E. Hutton. J:i. History. of Moravia.n Ifri.ssions. 
Moravian Publishing House p. 190. 



In the closing \mel-::s. of 1836 Gessner i7as led to giye practical 

. expression to these principles. 

a letter frqm God.f'ried,:. Willi::un Lehma.n."'l, a Sadler apd Harness­

maker requesting.an interview with him, and on Monday, December 

12th 1836 at 8 o 1 clock in the morning I.e!lma.n.n by 

six young working men met Gassner in his homeo Lehmann's 

parents 1 home was a cent:r;e for .the families of the Bethlehem 

congregation and a mission.'lry group attached to the Berlin 

Missionary Society met regularly in .o-.m home. He 

explained that the six you.Ylg men had felt a call to work in 

the mission field bu·!i had bean refused by the Berlin Society 

because O:f lack of academic qualificatiOl'l.S o 

prolonged period of prayer in they e.ll shared Gossner 

sought for guidance and at last received the assurance that he 

should accept responsibility for the group, al tho:ugh not all of 

them appeared to be either suitable or truly spiritually 

awalcened. In this way, vri. thout any pre-neditated plan, but· with 

the firm conviction that the lord '\'l'OUld provide· and equip him to 

underta.l;:e work for the rr.ission fi'eld,. Gossl'l.er's ?1'!issionary 

Association to be 

The old Mission Schoo.l founded by Jaenicke in the Bethlehem 

pe.rish ha.d. since 1823 been supervised by Ruckert, who, during 

his father-in-law's lifetime' hud also acted as an llssistp.nt 

Ministero · . On Jaenicke's death, RUckert had expected to be 

appointed to the charge of the parish, but when Goss:r.er had 

obtained the appointment, Rt!ckert, while remaining as. Pril').Cipal 

of the School, ministered to the of Moravians Rixdorf o 

Al thou£;·h Gossner was respoP.sible for superinteP.din.g the School 

and checking the accounts, RUckert refused to ·permit this and 

in the erJSuil'l.g· quarrel between them t:b.e School ceased to function. 

Gessner now had the opportunity of recommencing trainin.::r the 



rr.ission field in the ps.rish, but his principles were 

now more in keepins- ·with those of the iWoravia..YJS at HerrrJ1Ut. 

In a letter to the Gessner described the way in 

which he had been led to the responsibility for the youthS· 

and explai:r.ed the principles on which he proposed to tr:ll.n them. 

The · r:ten during the day were to earn their mm. living at the 

particular trade they practised, since after the example of St .• 

Paul, it vras intended that in. the mission field they would be 

similarly ene;2<5·ed in manuo.l labou:rs; they ware to receive no 

salary during and after their traini:r.g 7 and after. they had been 

trained and sent forth, they i'iSre to accept the decision in faith 

that tr!O Lord would prov-ide for all tl!-eir physical :r..eeds; in 

order to save expense, no mission house or school was to be built, 

but studen·bs were. to live in lodging-s in the parish· and attend 

classes for the deepeniTh3 of spiritual lifeo 

These were the controversal principles of missionary training 

which had led Gessner to resign from the Committee of the Berlin· 

Missionary Societyo On April 3rd 1837 he received word' that the 

Consistori1un approved both his Apostolic ideals arrl. his Moravian 

methods of trai"ningo 

In J"anuary 1837 had 12 !!len in trairling; he had no 

intention of preparin<.J students for the r:linistry but on von 

Kottwitz's advice theological students ard Candidates for the 

try were ·also permitted to j oino Carl William Sd1.lli:ii t, a 

Carlliidate from Starga.rd in Pomerania, was the first to. l;le 

·accepted; while G·ossr.er eave the i:rstruction-classes on the 

Bible, Schmidt with ot.,.er students and teachers voluntarily 

took classes in Geog-raphy, the History of IJissiorJS and Language 

stu.dyo On July 9th 1837 the first g"!'oup of Gossner-Brethren 

were dismissed from the Bethlehem Church to accompany John· 



Lang of the Sco;ttish P..ces-byteria,n C:.'lurch in Atl.stralia to fom1d 

a mission at 1\fureton Bay in Queenslar!ti. Prior to their departure 

each recei wd the laying on of ha."'"ld.s from Gassner himself as a 

kind .of ordination. The success of the traini:pg scheme seemed . 

a.Ssured and.. Gossner further pupils uho were all artisans 

or ffiQ....."lUal. workers o .The Consistorium now ·il'..sisted that Goss:ner 

should submit a constitution of his traininrr establishment to the 

that he could the Royal Licence and be a 

recognise·d Corporation with. privileges of buying land, collecting 

money,- investing in property and exemption from st:imp duty. 

In October 1838 Gassner a set of 5 rules for his 

Missionary .Association which perfectly· illustrate his vtish for 

informalit_.y.(l) Following Jaenicke's example he intended that 

his pupils would normally -be employed by other more wealthy 

?l"fissionary Societies y;ho -would take .respo:nsibili ty for thei;r 

maintenance and employment. '!"he Government, however, refused 

grant him a licel"'..ce aP.d. the Co:nsistoriu1n requested Gassner 

· to dravr up a more precise ar.d forDa.l Constitution. Gossner 's 

experience of the bureaucracy of the State Department 

for Religion led him to exclaim -

"Under this Church rule of the Consistorium no truly 

evan,gelical parish can grow! ;t(2 ) 

and he m•o"te .direct to King i!Hlliam III re.q_ues ting that his 

r,·ussion..1.ry .<\ssocia.tion ID:ight he _kept sithple and informal o In 

184.2 he reP..ewed his request to King Frederick William IV who 

succeeded to the in 1840 -

"I ca.rmot in 's armour but I can fisht easier like 
.. 

David with my slirJg" and stone .. If this is not allowed 

I must leave to be free from the Cor..sistorium which is 

1. Rules of the Bethlehein 1\iissionary Association 1838. 
· Appendi:c Io .poii 

2. H. Lokies op.cit. p.28., 
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full of work-men pulling down the rm.lls of Zion ins;tead of 

building them up-.. F..ad I done the sa'11e for the Roman 'Church 

as for the Evangelical church_ they would have given me the 

Cardin.o'tl 's Hat. Not that I desire the Red Hat and Socks 

I only vrish to be left to work as long as it is 

In 1842 Gessner presented a revised CoP.sti tution for his !•:C.ssiol'lD.ry 

Association and on June. 28th 1842 the Prussian Gover:nn1c:nt 

him an official licence. 'The Eva..VJ.gelical Uissionary Association 

for the Iropa,.g-a.tion of Chz·istiani ty amol"l,es•ti. the Hation'3 .in Heathen 

Lands 1 had aims which were clearly stated ns· follovJS :-

1,. To train craftsmen, and \'!Orking men as econor:lically 

as possible to be assiE:tants, cate.chists and in 

missionary \'iOrk and, if_ occasion offers, to found their· own 

mission stations .. was to be given voluntarily 

by members of the in order to save expenses 

the students Viere to continue working at their trad.es while 

under instruction,. - Other professional- men such as pastors 

and teachers would also be accepted for training- .. 

2. In the selection of stUdents an armkened faith and the 

possession· of talents capable of further development were 

the only necessary pre-requisitesc 

3. 'l11e faith principle on the text "'{!hen I sent you out 

'ri thout purse or .bag or sandals did you lack a.nythin,g?" 

was to govern the momtary policy of the Association. Ho· 

collections, appeals for mon9y or financial Auxiliaries 

for re.ising funds would be aliowedo Prayer groups for 

the support of the Association would be· welcomed,. 

4·o T"ne Association members include¢! all :.'1ho prayed who 

gave fiP_-=tncial assistance 
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5o A Committee GossrBr and a Treasurer and Secretary 

would direct th-e vmrko · ·Receipts for money donated would 

be published in the rrlBI-zazine !Die BieP..e auf _dam (l) 

In 1846 Gassner, aged 73 t reti:,red from his ministry to the Bethlehem 

Church ·and· devoted the· remainins years of his life to his 
. ' 

missionaries and to the writir.g of tracts, many of which v1ere 

pcinted and distributed- by the Relit;ious 'l1ract Society in London 

which made him regular gran:j;s 'in the yea_-rs 1S48-1857 .(
2) Gossr.er's 

Missionary .Association sent out ·meYjand women to Australia, America, 

Poland, mrl Brazil_ where they ministe1•ed exclu'3ively to the needs 

of German immigrants; in India,_ Dutch Hew Gui!l.ea, Java 

and the Celebes, Sang-hi am Pelau islands off I11.donesia they_ 

pioneered the evangelisation of primitive tribeso( 3 ) The 

principle which Gossmr had from the 1-iioravia!!S_ of 

training artisans E!Jld workmen to be mission'l!'ies re·ceived 

addi tio:n . .:-11 support a time _he co-opera@with Otto 

GeroJ1ardt HeldriTl.,g (1804-1876) the Dutch founder of the Inr.er 

:Mission who in 1847 iP.stituted in the Netherlands a uew· association 

which he·callecl 'The Christian This Missionary 

Association aimed at out as 

catechists and evangelists and also as ·teachers_ of trades e.nd · 

agriculture who were to care for their ovm ma.i:r:tenance by 

employinJ these skills in the cou..-r1tries to 1!/hich t..l-J.ey were sent. 

lo CovBtitution of 28th l842o I PoiVo 

2.. 1\-'r:issionary Ilegister. .4.v.nu.:'ll Reports of the Religious Tract 
Society 1848 9 1650, 1853, 1854, 1855, 1857. 

· 3. In the years· the followiTl_z numbers of missionaries 
went out · :-

Australia 
New Zealand 

. New Guinea 
Samoa 
Guatemala. 

Dutch East 21 
South Africa 2 
Camaroon · · 8 
1';'faur_i t ius l 
North .4merica and Cana.da 
India 176 

'43 
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This .Association o?lly lasted for ten yet::rs when, owil'l_g to. the 

hieh rate of mortality amon.gs'.; the members \7orking- in ·!;ropical 

climates, the· experimen·!; was deemed a fail tire. 

Towards the end of his .life Gassner's streak of individualism 

turned into eccentricity but his faith as and 

staunch. as ever. He con.sisten-Gly refused to advertise the 

needs of his .Associa'liion or to appeal public&- for financial 

support,. relying entirely on the 'contributions voluntarily· 

eiven. him· by i'rierlds to supply t..he needs of his missionaries in 

the local. situations v.rhere they were· employed. F..e s imi lar ly 

declined to organise his .Association on the model of the 

conventional ifdssion.ary Societies ·wi 1?-ssion House, Seminary, 

· AuY.iliary and Executive. Goss:r1..er stated· his fa.i th 

·his for informality as follows :-

nnere· I sit in my· little ;room. I cannot go here· and there· 

to arrange everything; and ii' I could who knows if it 

woul¢be done well? But the L01•d is the.re, who kno'i'ls and 

can do everything; and I give it all ove1• to Him and beg 

Him to direc.t it all and orcler it after His holy will, 

and then my heart ·is light and joyful ru1d I believe and 

trust that He vrill CDJ.?ry it all nobly cut."(l) 

his lifetime, in the 21 years 1836-1857, eent out 

14;1. missionaries of whom 16 were theologically traine·d. :Kfter · 

his death many of his missionaries taken over' by other· 

Societies and only the J.,iission in the Ganges Valley formed in 

1838 and the to the Kols of Chota Nagpur fou1rled in 

1845 retained connections w"l th Berlin .. 

1. Q.uotecl in !1i.. Gereldim Gu.iness. The Story o:f the China 
Inland. 2 Volumes.. Marean and Scott. 1893. 
Vol .. 1 p.l88 .. 



Goss11..er died in his lode;il'l..gs in Berlin on the Tuesday in Holy 

Week, i'ib.rch 26th 1858; he lay in state in the Bethlehem 

Church on Good Friday was buried in the Cemetery 

acljoinine; the Cemetery of the l'Eoravie.ns on Easter .Saturday, 

:March 30th 1858o Following his death the ma.nazement of his 

Missiol"'..ary.Association was put in·the ha.r.ds of a. Boe..rd of 

.Ad.w.i!'l.istration or Curatorium, a l'.'fission-Inspecto.r was appointed·,. 

and, one after another, his peculiar ide<>.S were abandoned so 

that to-day the Gessner !:fission is entirely without the 

characteristic '.'lhich distinguished it at its origin. 

Durin::; the 1939-1945 War ·the Gassner l\ussion House in F-.ciedenau 

Berlin '.'las a centre for the German Confessir.g Church" and to-day 

the Gassner Hission has work in both East and \'/est Germany with 

centres in Berlin a.Yld Maim-Kastello The Gassner 

Lutheran C'nurch in Chota Nagpur a...""ld -Assam is the only one of 

.Gessner's. origi:n..:.•l missions i'i"hich. has kept its identity and . ·· 

retains. links with the. Society in Berlin. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The Mission the Gal}S"eS Valle;y_}838o 

On j"ut'l..e lOth 1832 the Ee.st Ind.ie.man 'James Sibbald 1 left Gravesel:l.d 

on what proved to be her last voyage between El:l.g_land a..YJ.d. India; (l) 

the passe!"l,_;,o-ers were four deacons, ordained by the Bishop of 

London in St. James 1 Church, \'!estminster on Suniay, December 18th. 

1831, and by the Church Missionary for in 

Bengal; they were all Germans - John Gottlieb Li11.ke, John Charles 

"Knorpe, Charles Denjrunin leopold a11.d John Haeberlin; two men 

des ti P..ed for Bishops •· Colle&.-e, ta, T .E.· Jones and J .E. 

Jeremia.}].·, were eP .. gaeed as catechists by the Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel; the band of.missionaries was further 

by the Reverend William Start and his v7ife. The 'James 

.Sibbald' reached Portsmouth late ·in th:e evening of JuP..e 18th and 

the followil:l_g afternoon 'precisely at o'clock'. Bishop Daniel 

Wilson, fifth Bishop of Calcutta, was received on board. The 

same evening the four month voyage to .India commenced. 

Bishop Wilson was accompanied by his daughter and his nephew, the 

Reverend Josiah Bateman 9 who acted as his dow.estic chaplain. The 

company on boar'!- the 'Ja.rnes Sib bald t included all types of Anglp­

Indian society- civilians, milita:ry bnrristers, East 

India Company chaplains and English ladies were 

now also able to ma.ke tl'l..e jouxt1..ey to India and the social inter­

course on the voyage was mast agreeable; daily pra.ye1·s as well 

as Di vil".e Service on Sw..d.ays · for the whole ship 1 s company were 

regularly.conducted and Holy was celebrated each 

month, at which there r7ere twenty devout communicants o In 

describing the voyD.ge, Bateman commented on the· German missionaries' 

contribution to the pleasure of their f.ellow-passel:l_gers as follows:-

1 o She was \'7I'e eked off the coa.s t of J.Iadras l'l..ear Me..s ulipa tam 
on her return voyageo. Missionary Register 1833 p.203o 
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"The singir;g was. excellent. Four German missio!l..aries wi "th 

grand voices not habitually delighted all \nth their hymns 

and ancient chants, e·re the everri.nz sun had set a...VJ.d the moon 

risen on the waters; but led the singinz also on the _Sunday 

with great .effect. 11 (l)' 

During the voya[,-e the Bishop, in addition to his other dut-ies , 

voluntarily conducted a cmxcse of lectures for the missionaries 

on the First Epistle to Timothy - 11Thus seasoning their minds 

with missionary vie'::s before they_ entered on their field of 

laboux. "(2 ) · 

Two members of this missionary party accompa.."lying Bishop Wilson to 

India later became the agents. whereby Gossro.er's missio:r..aries began 

their pioneer work in Indian sub-contiro..Gnt; in 1838 William 

Start brought out the first group of Gessner Bretbxen from Berlin 

to Patna to found his tussion to the Valley, and in 1844-45 

John Haeberlin· entertained the four piol".eers v1ho, on his advice,. 

were to found Gassner's n'Iission to the Kols ·of Chota Nagpuro 

Willimn Start was an Anglican clergyma.."l'l is described in 

contemporary records as 'a gentleman of fortune' and 'rich i:h 

this world's goods'; (3) Dalton states that Start's family were 

originally Quakers a.lld ,-;ere very rich;. they joi11.ed the Church 

of England when \'Jillio.m. was eight old·; (4) his father?· John 

Start of Halstead, Essex, was -a manufacturer of Bays and Says 

(Woollens and silks ) .. (5) 

1. Jo Ba.teman. The Life of the Right Reverend Da."l'liel Wilson D.D .• 
2 Vols.; . John J:Iurray. London 1860o Vola 1 p.296o 

2 o C o Annual Repqrt 1933 p .,4-1 o 

J .. J. Wei tbrecht. Protestant :M.issiol'l.s in Bene;alo 
Shaxr,. I.or.don l844o p .. 325o 

John Fo 

4o Ho Dul ton. Joharmes Goss:fl.ero Friedeme.n l898o p ... 45lo 

5o For Start Family see Universal Bri·l;ish Directory 1792 p.232. 
Pigot & Coo Essex 1835 poll6. 
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William Start rnatriculated at Trinity ColleB"e, Cambridge , t·aking . 

his B.Ao in 1824; he was 2oth Wran.gle;r and took his E.Ao in 1827 

at the ag-e ·of 28., (l) As an undergraduate he had been influenced 

by Charles Simeon;(2 )the evangelical Vicar of Holy Trinity, 

Ca1nbridge, and later by T:.fl.omas Biddulph (3) the Vicar of 

St., James 1 both of whom he counted as ·his personal 

friends., Simeon in particular had close connections India 

throurrh his former curates, notably fT.enry i".fu.J:'tyn and 

Thomas on \'l"ho toget}'l..er with his intimate frie:'!ls David Brm·m, 

Claudius Buchanan, and Daniel Corrie formed the outstanding 

evangelical chaplaiP..s to the East India Company in Calcutta in the 

first quarter of the 19th century; all i'i"ve men received their 

appointments acing to Simeon's influ(mce Charles Grant, one 

of the Director-s of the East India Company and an earnest supporter 

of Chris til'l..n !'1lissions., (4 ) Sta:ct, after being presented to. a 

vin,g.-, had been attacked by scruples from subscribing to the 

·Thi;rty-nir.e Articles; he resigned from the of Souls and 

follo\rlng in the path of Simeon's more famous accompanied 

Daniel Wilson, the forw.er eva..."l'l,gelical Vicar of to_ Irt.d.ia; (5) 

he had no intention, however, of being either a John Company 

Chaplain or of. \7orking for a:..r1y of the established missionary 

societies since he planned to begin his evang-elistic vmrk as a 

completely free and irdependent agent' rely.il"...g on his 0\'ffi private 

incorre for a meaD$ of supporto 

lo J. Venno AlumPi Cantabrigienseso Part 2 Volo 6 p .. l7a 

2.. Charles Simeon 1759-1836o Vic.ar of Holy Trinity, Cambridge 
1783-18)6. 

3.. Thomas Tree;enna Biddulph 1763-1838.. Vicm• of S.to Jamesf, 
Bristoll799-1838o Elected Country Member of 1799. 
Honorary Life. Governor 1812o See reference C., Hole.. Early 
History of t;he Church !li:i..ssionc.ry E .. Stock.. History 
of the Church Missiona.ry Vola 1. 

4o For Simeon's influence on Indian Missior.s see Ilia Heri.nello 
John Venn e..nd the Clapham Secto Po216-219o 

'\'1 .. Kaye., Christianity in Indiao Pol34o 

5a M. Bet'l..gal as a Field of Missions o Lonion 1854• p.236. 
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T.he voyage to Calcutta \'lD..S com1)le"ted on November 2nd, 1832 a..'lld 

Start with his "¢fe proceeded up river to. P?..tna. \'.'here he intended 

commencing his labourso Ganges valley, ·(;he site _of . 

Allahabad ard the· Hindu holy:cities of pilgrimase, 

a.t this time bei:P.g. ope21..ec,1 to conmercial and military interests; 

nitre and indigo Y[ere the chief TI.E.tural resources and successful 

traders , s afeguurded by the East Indio. Company monopoly, w..ade 

fortunes; British regiments were stationed in the cantonrnents · 

at Bhagalpur and Dinapur on the south ba.r'.k of the ri var in Bihar; 

Patna was the centre for this mercantile a:nd. military community 

.composed of British, Dutch Eur,::...siru.1S living amongst a mixed 

·population of Moslems and Hindus o No _Christian missiOrk'lries, 

with the· exception of the English Da:9tists, had penetrated· into 

this o.rea; mission· stations had been founded at Dizah in 1809_, 

Patna in 1812 and at Mongh;y-r in (l )_ · Start joined forces 

\'Tith these JTI.issionaries whose freedom from liturgical and 

ecclesias.tical forms were evidently after his own hear·li; in 1836 

he purchased his own house in Pa-tna which henceforth was to oo his 

headquarters and which was to give him the familiar na.me by which 

he came to be w.iversally known - Start of Pa·tna'. 

The cool weather saw him· in company with the Dap·tist JTiissioi'.aries 

· from Diga.ll - John La'ir.cence and F-ei1XY Beddy a three-week 

tour of ne a.rly tw·o hu."ldred miles the C'rospel in the towns 

and villages on their wayo (2 ) In the same year, 1836, Ste.rt-had 

showa a typical instance of his liberality and philanthropy 

lo Brief Vi"ew of _the Baptis·t Missio!"l.sa London 1815o 
F.JI .• C6xo History of the Baptist Mis_sionary Society, 
Volo 1 Po34lo 

2o John :1831-1874o Henry Beddy 1832-1854o 
Register 1837 p.l29o 

BoHo :Badley. Indian :&lissio:r..a.ry Directory 1876o Po26o 
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"!.fro Smith(l)of :Bennres hav.ine supported for several years a 

nu.mber of blind and lame· people, findil'l.g himself s trnightened, 

was apprehensive that he must vri'Ghd.ra\7 his aid when he was 

relieved by a of for distressed objects 

from the Revo William Start of Patr!.!!o 11
(
2 ) 

During 1834/35 news ha.d. reached Bengal· of the crisis in the C .M.S. 

Mission at Tinnevelly ·in South I[l..dia caused by the differences. of 
. . . b t .._.., .., 1 . ' S . t d ... 1 G th opJ.mon e vreen 1.11e tJ:ng_J.sn ocJ.e y .an 1e -erma_YJ. LU .eran 

missi O!l..aries who had \'Forked for them there si"nce 1820 .. Charles 

P.henius 7 a Pru.ssian I!l..issionary_ v1ho had received Lutheran ordination 

in Berlin i.n 1812 and who, in 1814 9 together '·rith John Christian 

"Schnarre? was the first of the German i<lissiol'l.aries sent out to 

India by the C .. M.S o, becarna involved in a dispute which resulted 

in the Home Coni!!li ttee of the Society dissolving their connection 

with him on Febru.ary 15th·,·. 1835 o The original causes of the dispute· 

had been the principle of col'l.formity to the Pra;y-er Book and the 

EP..glish Ordinal, which the Society now reqtlired of all its 

missionaries, e.nd the refus a1 to permit the Lutherans in Tinnevelly 

to ordain no:ti ve clergy as 'country priests 1 according to the 

Lutheran rite .. ()) Start's orm tender -congcience had 

him at. e.n early stage to send Rhenius financial support for the 

Pflission, and in 1835 Rhenius noted in his joll!nal -

lt"'ebo 14th. Brother. Start of Patne. has sent rr.e for our work Bs .2 ,000 .. 

'l11nus the Lord provides o Oh th£tt we were thankful and 

would never more doubt · Eis care for us ! 

and again, on 31st -

"P.ejoice, my soul, and trust in the Lord evermore! Agai"n 

2,000 rupees for our ·work from lJrother Start of Patna. 

lo The Revo William Smi tho C.M.S o 1'iissiorl..ary at Bena.res o 

2. Missionary 1837 o p.l27 o 
. . 

3o For the C.M.S. version of the dispute see Eo Stocko History of 
the VoL. 1 lh318-32lo 



accompanied by a most Christian·letiero"(l) 

In 1837 ·start follovred up t."lese eenerous contributions by goir>..g 

himself to visit R.1-!enius \7hen on his way home to England, w..d. by 
. · · · t. h. . (2 ) I E 1 d S ." t . . d spendJ.n.g some t1.me a.ss1.s ·1.ng .ulo n 'ng a...Yl -r;m• commence 

seekine for vrorkers to join him in the Mission at Patna; he had 

been joined by two Ertglishmen a:nd. e. S\1abian when he heard quite by 

chance about Gassner the embryo nussionary society in Berlino(3) 

In· the Spring of 1838 Stxrt crossed over to Berlin and met Gassner, 

spendirt<'; a month v!i th him, during which time, their mutucl regard 

and concern for each other's principles quickly the basis 

for a deep and close friendshipo In the Sune number of his 

missionary naga.zine 'Die Bie11.e auf.. den:t Mi.ssionsfelde' Goss11.er 

·printed Start's memoirs of his· recent· vis1 t to Rhenius in 

Tiw.evelly; (4 ) he f!)llmved this in July ''lith Start's own letter 

advertising the prospects of a mission in India centred on Patna:-

·"I am seekinz co-workers for the propagation of the Kingdom 

of God in India who are living- witnesses of the truth, not 

only able to speak of 'Christ fer us' but also of 'Christ 

in us 1 •
11 

letter included a list of advantages and disadvantages facing 

the Chris•cian miss.ionary- in India.:- ·there were no impediments· to 

the Gospel; the influer>..ce of the Bra.l-L'llins was 

decreasing; idolatry and the caste system were crumbling; 

amon:3'St Hindus ·there wM a conscience which could be touched; 

finally the la.n..f,ruage was easy to learno On other. hand 

there was the universal poor impression of Christians and 

Christianity the natives - 1 I have not yet seen one 

lo f1T.eriloir of the Rev., C.E.To Rhenius by his sono London 184lo 
Pc.-474? 476o 

2 o lllo Wylie OPoCi to Po236o 

3o Ho Dalton opocito . 

4o Rheniu.s had died at Palc.mcotta on JU1l.e 5th 1838. 
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Christian' .he quo·l:;ed a Bra."l:nin as saying; the temptatiol'l..s of 

missionary life - despondency and fatigue; the climate; the 

different objections raised by cultivated and cultured natives 

and the bar-.ders presented by caste a Start closed his letter 

with the •.•:ords -

"May the Lord res train those vmo have not been conquered by 

the Spirit of Christ but in foolish self-confidence expect 

to conve:ct the heathen! 

. ·In Berlin, Start met and exarni1'1...9d the pupils in Gossi1e1• 1s school 

. and he chose t:"Iel ve, of >thom t:hree rrere accompanied by their 

'7i ves o (
2

) On July 1st 1838 the missionaries' disl!l:i..ssal service 

\'-!as· held in the Bethlehem church and they lef-t from Hamburg by 

the steamer 'Leer for Hull, calling at. London al'l.d Bris tal on 

.their Viay round to Livel'poolo U:r!.del"' the headin,g 'Missionaries 

to the East' a Liverpool neviSpaper \'r.cote as follows about Start 
. . 

-and hi!9 apostolic bam, after their depa:c;v.n-e for India on July 

23rd, 1838 -

"The Reverend Mro Start v;no sailed from England; in company 

with the Bishop of Calcutta some years ago for the East Indies, 

having spent four yeaxs in missionary labou...'I"S in Patl'l.a, was so 

deeply impressed m th the importance of the \70rk that he 

determined not only ·i:;o himself but his property also, 

to theservice of his Redeemero For this purpose he came ·aver 

to England to seek fo:c sui table persoP.s to be employed as 

·Missionaries aTJlo!l.g the not as he had 

hoped 9 he v;ent to Germany and at Berlin foru1d several pious 

devoted. persoP..s r.eaiiy to go with their liv·es in their hal'l.ds, 

lo. Biene.l838o 

2 o The leader of Start 1 s missionaries was Go Stolzenberg who, 
prior· ta Gassner and experiencing conversion 9 had 
been a student· of philosophy in the University of Berlin; 
the othe:c members of the party were all ai'tisans o 

Wa Holstena· Johannes Eva'Yls;elista- Gassner pol)8. 
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to preach the u.r.tSearchable riches of Christo There he en.sa,zed 

twelve missionaries, o_f \"ttl.Om were accompanied by their 

iii ves o They arrived this week in Liverpool Start 

having paid out of his mm private resources the expeme of 

their' outfitting and of the passage, which alone exceeded 

£900, embarked with them on board the 1Blorenge' -and sailed 

on Thursday last for Calcutta a" (l) · 

On February 28th, 1839 Sta1··b and his party reached Pati:'l.a safely 

and GossTI.er duly printed their first impressio:m in the 'Biel:'l.e'; 

"the Baptists do not keep feasts:t (the reference we.s to the 

non-observance o{ Christmas and the New Year) "the IndiaP.s do 

·not siTI.t; 11
o They moved to their "P.Bi'/ home at Hajipur across the 

river from Patna and ·at once all joined in singing es an act of 

·than..l(sgiving 11lifow thank we all orir God 11 .(
2 ) The 

. principles on which Start and Gassner sai'T eye to eye were 

immediately put into practice; the -missioP-e'U'ies all lived together 

in the old derelict Club built by the at 

the turn of century anfr bought by.Start after floods had 

destroyed the race course; the ballroom was converted into a 

. Chapel ·a."'ld the remainiTI.g rooms t·Llrned into lodgin_gs ; only two 

servants were employed as sweepers, while all the domestic work 

was und.ertal<-..en by the three women; Bauma:..1.n and Stolke learned 

from a Moslem baker how- to bake bread; Wernicke looked after a 

herd of sheep and goats,- shearing them a,.">ld when necessary 

slaughtering them for meat; Damwnburg, who was a carpenter, made 

the furni tu:re; It!"aas and Rebsch, who were tailors, !.!"lade clothes, 

and Bra:l'ld.in took up watch repairi:rl.£:; the other men helped to 

bring in firewood from the jung-le and joined in coP.structil"lg a 

blacksmj_ th 1 s with a foree; · Stolzenberg acted as general 

lo iW:issio:n.a.ry Register Po429o 

2o· Biene 1839o po22o· 
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supervisor, pharmacist and doctor r1hile at the same time 
. (1 \ 

conducting the Bible and languaee classes for all. 1 In their 

letter to Gassner dated Harch 15th, 1839 they wrote -

"The Natives are astonished at seeiP.g- u.s th a. bro·om in 

our hand, our shoes, ma..l<:ing butter, slaughtering 

animals, etco It incomprehensible to them that· 

Sahibs are also able to worko 

lose their respecto 11 (
2 ) 

They are be._einning to 

In January 1840 the C cFif.S. missionary John James Wei tbrecht on 

his way from to passed Patna and 

in his journal :-

"January 6th. Vt'e reached Patna and walked through the town to 

irTro Sta.rt's house but did not fi11d him at home. One of his 

missionnries was however very kind to us and supplied all our 

wants" 

Wei tbrecht vTi th his wife and infant son \'!ere !U..<I.ki:ng ·t;he trip up · 

the river Benares to rec·oup their health; their boat· crossed 

over to Eajipur and they met the missio11.aries. Weitbrecht duly 

noted -

'rive paid a visi·t to a party of Germa:.-1 missionaries at Had.jepore 

'.vho had been brought out to India by a very devoted Christian·, 

. l'iir o Start o Twenty were residin.g together under one root; s 

in lear.ning the langua..c;eo The three female 

misdonaries prepared the food and \'Tai ted· on all o These 

brethren were afterwards stationed in different localities a "(3) 

On January-29th 1840 a party of five more including· 

1. Wo Holsten opocit;, pol38 

2. 1839o Po24o 

3o ];;!emoir of the Revo Wei"tbrecht ·by·r·.frso Wei"tbrecht. 
John Nisbet & Co., London 1884o p.215, 218o Weitbrecht 
was missionary at Bm·d\'Tan from o 
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three pas tors and a teacher arrived from Berlin, followed in May 

of the sa.lne yea_r by two more unr.1a_-rried pastors and four yoUI\..g 

·women, the prospective bridee for the !!lissionaries, chaperol'l.£:d 

·by Pas tor and I·firs o J .Do Prochno··:'T o ) 

Start 9 s:ttled his missionaries in Ea,jipur for their time 

of lanr;uage study, now proceeded to fin:l statioY'.s to which 

could be sent; he approached the Baptists a:nd made an offer to 

buy their r!earest station ten miles m:ay at Dieah; the arrange­

ment was approved and reported:-

"An offer havil'l.g been made by the Rev·o W o Start to purc.'"le.se 

the Society's premises Dig-a.il, lWro Lawrence. deemed it· 

advisable to accept the offer, the property to 

that g-entleman) ·who intel'l..ds to place at Diga.'-1 om or· more 

of ·the Gerr.1an miss iol'l.aries Yiho are lal1ouri nz under his 

directiono 11 (
2 ) 

In the year, 1840," a. station was fou!'l..ded to the north of the 

river at 1\!!.U.Zaffarpu:r" 

.The arrival of six pastors amongst the first reinforcements for 

the Mission could not but have its effect on the hitherto 

overwh.elmingly lay and artisan missionary body, amo!'l.gst whom 

·had only the ·status of a theological 

student-cum-s·cudent; pastor, since he had not e.ctually received 

A division soon .became apparen·i:; between a 

small group led by Pastor Kluge, •.vho wished for a more definite 

Lutheran and Church basis for the Mission, a!"..d the rest of the 

Brethren who 1'fere compelled by t!1eir pietistic principles be 

averse to which smacked of forw.aliso. or dmrch order • 

. On April 1841, !G.uge presented to the missio::r.ary conference 

1 • .Wo opocit.; 

2. · Baptist I':!issionro:"y Society Re:porto JI;O..ssio!'l.ary P..egister 
1841o Pol79o 
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at Hajip1..1r the viewpoint of Stolzenberg, F-.rochnOi'T, Rudolph ·and 

·himself in a sc· A eighteen theses which the following 

i as of inportance for the Tl..eYI Mission :-

lo 'I'he Confessions of Faith of the _German Lutheran Church and 

the Word of God as explained in the Statements 

of the Lutheran Church should be the doctrinal basis for 

the Mission, since nei th;;r a 11.•3\T Church nor a l"'..ew sect \"<;ere 

desirable o 

2o All teaching opposed to t!1e Confessional Statements of our 

Church al"'..d the ·.vord of God are heretical, but we recognise 

everJ1'1here those Brethren i!! Christ, who ·hheir own 

salvation on -the Blood of Chris·(; and accept His justification 

and Second· ComiTl..g o 

3., 'lbe ordination given to all the Brethren by Gessner b+ean.s 
of Prayer and the on of Hands is valid, but ·in a 

wis s i onary community divided into s 1 ler departments , 

oTIJ.y a fe\'1 bret"b.ren are needed for carr;yi.nz out spiri Jiiual 

the lay renounce voluntarily their 

spiritual functions until such tine as a greater need 

arises, and_, mean..,.,rhile, they confi:rJS themselves to preaching 

the Gospelo 

4o ·rhe acts of corpor.ate worship should be in accordance with 

·one of the old _Lutheran Books omitting what is 

inn.ppl:i.cable to modern times 9 this country and present 

necessitieso 

5" An for the mission should be chosen who should 

super1rise its general life' its economy, the dia:i-ies and 

reports, as well as the spiritual welfare of all the 

:Brethren; other offi.cers should be respons_ible for the 

domes·!;i·c life a..YJ.d for finance; a report should be sent to 

Goss1:1..er in Berlin twice a year; a conference of missionaries 

should be sununoned regularly by the Inspedor as and when 

he thinks fito (l) . 

lo Wo Holsten O]i)oCito pol42o 
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The conference of missionaries firmly rejected IQu,ge 's theses; 

in partictuar, the Brethren were averse to adopting the Lutheran 

confessioro..s and to the appointment of an I!l..spector, these 

as. r:-eam whereby the direct learlership of the Eoly Spirit was 

liable to be attackeclo For the present there was· no. schism but, 

later 7 after Kluge 1 s death by drov:rnin.::; on AU;?,"U.St 28th 1841, 

Stolzenberg, Prodmow, :Rudolph, Heinig,. Rebsch 7 and Ullmann felt 

free to leave the mission, since they had n6 diep obligation 

either to Start or to their fellow· 

The first attempt to form Gassner's missionaries into a conventional 

I!Iissiona.ry Society had been f:r-u.st.rated; meanwhile the I'!Ork·of.the 

Brethren spread· out from Patna, a.l'lli sta·hioro.s \1ere fou:fl.ded at 

Chaprah in 1842 a.YJ.d to the south of the river at Arrah in 18..').3; 

after tcim years this station was moved to Buxar, when a house, 

and later, the government school and the cantomnent church were 

made available to the missionaries. (l) 

L. l':iission stations in the 

1839 · Pastor Ao Sternberg 9 F. Paproth (died of 
cholera 13/10/40) G., Treuthler and wife, 
J a Stoll;:e .. 

1840 l'!Iuzaffarpuro 

1842 Chaprah. 

Ribbelganjo 

Pastor Schorisch (died of cholera 22/6/46) 
C. Bau.rnann, H .. Re:bsch, L .. Bra.ndin and 11ifeo 

Pastor Stolzenbere 9 J .F .. Ullman, Ma StulpP .. agel 
(died of c..llolera 19/9/42) .U o \1ernike and \vife. 

Pastor Klu_s·e (drowr..ed 25/8/41) Co !;ifaas (died 
of pneumonia 3/l 0/42) A. Rudolph .. 

1843 Arrah/Buxar .. · · Pastor A. Sternberg .. 

'l,he stations at Die;a"' Hibbele;anj and. Eajipur were quickly abandoned .. 
Of the original missionaries, only·furee remaimd :permanently at 
work:- Louis Brandin in Mu.zaffro·pu.r, died 1862; Charles B·aumann 
in.Chaprah, died 1878; and ..4.. in-Buxar, diecl·l864 .. 

· W. Holsten op.cit: p.l39.fo 
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Regarcling the policy of the mission and its finaP..ces; ,.,as 

will in£:,·· to lat the missionaries have a completely free hand; 

doctriru..=tlly was neve1· again av.:y subscription dem.anded to 

ecclesiastical or sectarian forms; tinancially the missionaries 

were at li-berty to draw on Start's bw..king e..ccolU1t, but it was 
generally assumed. that they would earn their Oi'!l1 living. and pay 

their own way by their own effo:dso Stm1 t himself soon left 

Patna to open up a new field in Dar jeelin.s;, periodically 

to his house for visits in the cold weather; that his missionary 

activity >las more than superficial his fellow passenger on the 

'James Sibbald 1 , John Haeberlin, noticed '7hen, as Agent for the 

British al:'l..d. Foretgn Bible Society in Calcutta., he passed throue;h 

Pa.tna in 1843· (l) · · . 

"The Revo -11. Start of has not only acquired the 

dialect anti spea...l.cs e.:nd preaches in it to the people, but 

has actually trai'l.slated some of the Gospels; he is· of the 

opinion t!:!at through the m9dium of this dialect alone, can 

access be four!Cl to, and the of Christianity be 

spread a.l!long'S·t at least one w.illion of Hindus who. now live 

in tt1e birth·place of Btmdhism seat of the fir3t 

Ben:e;e.li power.;, (2 ) 

The question of the local dialect was ·one Yrhich the Bible Society 

studied with keen interest. since distribution of the scriptures 

. was one of the main of evangelism .. Haeberlin left 

3,440 volu..mes of scriptures in the Benzali, Hindu, Urdu and 

Persian laneua3es for the districts and Behar.(3) 

Bazaar preaching and distribution of the Scriptures - these were 

the standard, proved methods of oo ntact bet\7een themselves arrl. 

1 .. F.rom 1838 to 1844 Haeber1in was seconded by C.M.S. to work as 
the !le;ent for the British and· Foreign Bible Socie·l:iy in India .. 
See B·lF .B.s • .P.n:'lua1 Report 1838 p .. lxxvi .. 

2. B¢F.B.S. Annual Report 1844 p.xcii., 

3 .. ibid,. 



the Hindu and Moslem societies which surrolLn.ded them; in this way· 

-the missionaries . entered into the roueh and tumble of preachinz the 

Gospel following the same Neri Testament pattern as that mapped out 

by.St. Paul; public preachin::; WW3 :followed by e:.::position of the 

scriptures for those Tiho stay.ad to enquire further. 

A third more peaceful thoug-h not .less controversial way of 

penetratil."l,J Indian society was by fouruii schools in which children 

were. tau.ght not only to read and w:ri te ?. but to read for themselves 

.the Christian Scriptures and to hear them expourrl.ed by ooo of the 

Brethren. To beginwith 7 in almost every·case, scholars were 

orpham who v-rera cared for by the missionaries o .• 4fter a decade 

of experience the Bretlll"en e.t ClYI!l!prah \·i;rote in the.ir report for 

1852 :-

11The school masters eet Rs •4 per month on cor.d.i tion 

that they have an average atte:t'l.dance of 30 to 40 boys. .300 

boys a:re taught in this way in the 8 schoo],s ,. In the cold 

season the attendance is than· in the time of harvest 

and fes t# i vals o They learn such things as they are likely to 

require in their busimss, that is wri tins 

and reading 7 shop account keeping; for this simple purpo_se 

their mm. na.ti ve is therefore, we leave this 

pro.·t of truction quite to their cwn ca.re, confining our 

attention to the religious imtruction of the· _child.reno As 

·they are generally to have good memories -,.;e get a great 

number of them to learn a catechism, with t'he 10 Cormnand.m.ents, 

the Lord's Prayer, several a.YJ.d verses of Scripture; 

some who attend regularly may be broue;ht also as far as· to 

read the Scriptures with interest o If we consider the g;:ceat 

difficulties which even adults have in breaking caste we. 

carmot. expect soon to get converts from amoncr them, nevertheless 

Yle hope that in this ·v:ay much will be. done to dissipate the 



prejudices agairnt our religion and to u.YldermiTI..e the authbri ty 

of the. idolatrous ."(I) 

The missionaries at were able to acquire a lfthographic press 

and ivith grants of paper fron the Religious Tract Society in 

London the senior orphan helped in producing tracts and 

pamphlets for distribution. (2
) 

This three proP.ged Tl".ethod of eva..11g;elism throueh preaching in the 

bazaars, distribution of scriptures and tracts, and by founding 

schools, v:a.s common to nll Pro·cestant missioTl.s in the first half 

of the nineteenth centuxy .. The Gossn3r Brethren merely put into 

practice what other missionaries before them and beside them had· 

. done and were doing o . 

It is over the domestic policy of their miss.ion that a completely 

new principle was introduced - not new in itself since the 

Moravians had been practising it frcim the beginnil".e; - but !10W to 

North Ir'.dia; by rr.-eans of their own skills and :hard work the 

Brethren. were to become eco-nomically integrated into their 

locality, so that subsidies from abroad or from Start '\'iere 

·required in ew.ergencies o Since they received no salary 

they rrere compelled to maintain themselves ?Y their m·m manual 

labour. 

Jesus, the carpenter, and Paul, the tent-make2·, were the ideal 

rnissior1aries v:1hom Gassner expected· his rnission.aries to 

imitate, by themselves \'!Orkin.:r;· and at the sa.T(l.e time prea?hine 

and teachina. 

The difficulties inherent in such a course in an eastern city· were 

appa:rent from the beginning; they explained by the C .M.S. 

1. j\r. Wylie. Bengal as a FielCt of !•:'i:issions. p.368. 

2.. J. !·.fulleTl.s. Christian !:Iissim·JS in North India. London 
Po9• 
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r.'iissionary, Weit-brecht, when he return':ld to Europe in 1842/43 in 

hi::> lectures to the Basel Jviission and to audiences _in England; 

subsequently published as 'Iiiissioro.s in Bengal 1 , 'i/ai tbrecht \':rote 

off the as a conplete failure :-

11Hr., Start entertaimd the hopG that his misr;;ions would in 

time support themselves; and some of the missionaries being 

a.rtisans and faruers bee;an cultiYating the c;round, while others 

who ware blacksmiths se ·(; up a smith 1 s shop1 . but this was an 

entire failure., Ib.nual labour in the field and at the for{Se 

is to the European in a tropical climate an impossibility, 

and after a short attempt the artisans became ill and were 

obliged to lay the harrmter. and _the hoe aaide o !.fore· over, 

· _every. l:'ind of handy work is done at a much cheaper rate by 

the Hindu i"!hO liVeS upon rice and veeetables' s"o that no 

European· can compfete , . .ri th. him in price on this account ... (l) 

Daily must be considered a. 'conditio sine qua non 1 of 

successfu+ missionary enterpriseo The extent to which Start ·was 

able to maintain a r:rission staff over .the yeaxs depended in· exact 

proportion· to. number of Europeans any one mission station . 

could afford economica.lly. 

Bet\7een _the years 1839 and 1846 Gassner S·i;art with 24 

missionaries; of these, five died in service end seven left to 

enter other societies_; tli'o who became ilnglicar..s al'l..d. joined the 

C .I:f.S o were ordained by the Bishop of Calcutta - Stolzenberg(2 ). 

worked in Benares and J. Do for the Himalayan 

1. J G J o Wei·cbrechto 1Protestant· Missiom in Bengal 1 325 •. 

2. G. Stolzenberg accompanied St::u.·t to India in 1838o He was 
ordained by Bishop on 21st 1842; and died at 
Benares from typhus in 1845., · Calcutta Corresponding 
_Commi_ttee of C •. M.S. Report 1843 

3a J.D. f-:rochnow. r.Iissiona.ry at Kotgerh 1843-1858. Retired 
owil'JC: to his wife's ill-health to Germany. A member of the 
Curatorium of' the Gossner _Miss.ion, he. \:rrote Gessner's 
biography. Died 1888. 



. 'U . ·(1) 
!lllSSlOl1ary l1l0l1o I 

! 

In his report :for ·che neT·rly formed Addi tionn.l Clei·gy Society, the 

secretary, Pratt, Bishop Wison's domestic chaplain, 

commented on Prochnm7 1s Ordination Yihich had taken place on 

Ascemion Day, 1843 stated - · 

";'tro Start intended opening from his own resources a mission 

in this country on his orm pla.Ylo 'l'he miss io:na.ries were to 

labour with their mm hands and do -..1hat they coulcl to support 

themsel\res; the rest he viould supply trustin5 to their 

cor1scientious economyo The failed. The minded 

and excellent nussionaries felt deeply the of the order 

connected with a visible and Church. 11 

In the same renort Pratt dto remarked that Start had seceded from 

the C'nurch of "s01ne tim.e . 

In all fairness, it must be s·aid, that only some of Gossne1· 1s 

missiomries felt deeply 1 the need of the order com;.ected with a. 

visible an:i external Church 1 , but th:i.s pe.rticular deficiency and 

the method of remedying it were to haunt the Gossner-Brethren 

over the years • Stability, not only in spiritual matters'· but 

in the equally important matters of fii1.ance, status, and domestic 

secn:ri ty society gave to its missionaries' coupled 

with the prektJ!e-of their fellow ccuntryrr.en in India .who 

happily for the .Anglican Church as members of the Church Missionary 

- these conditioris were to pro,r.ide· Gassner's Cermans over 

the years. w:i. th al ter11..ative of evail,2'elism which not a few 

<7ere JliO seizeo John James V!eitbrecht, the C.J,·I.S. missionary at 

1. For the Himalayan 1W:i..ssion '\'!hich was taken over by the C.!,l:.S. 
in 1852 see - . 
Eo Stocko 1Histo:ry of the c.:if.S. 1 Volo 2 p.202 
J. Richter. History of Missions in India. p.l94· 

· 2o Report of .4-dditional Clergy Societyo Missi'onary Register 
1843 p. )64 •. 
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Burdvran and a. native of Wfu·temberg, vras able ·to illustrate ·this 

contrast. in rr.ethods 1Jy the touchinc; incident 

recounted by his wife :-

"It •:<as clu:dn.::; 1847 that Mrc. Yi'eit.brecht in the true spirit ·of 

a mission..1.ry brother, received into his house a German school 

master his viife an:l child. · These good people had been 

sent out by those Y!ho had zeal tha..rl discretion 

. to fill a sphere not properly defined and found thew.selves on 

axrival in India without resources and without a homa. They· 

uere brought to his notice and tha.YJ.kfully accepted his invitation 

to reside in his· family till they could uni:ted vii th a society. 

They resided in the mission house for many months. They were. 

excellen·t arl!:l devoted. people· \7ho are no·:t fillins a sphere of 

use fullness in Bengal ar1d connected ':ti th the Church Missionary 

"(l) 

In Start pursued the policy of a self-supporting 

mission to the Lepchas, one of the hill tribes of Nepal. The 

announcement of the new mission was repotted in the Febru.ary 

number of the Ch.riE:tian Observer for.l842 as follows :-

"We u.."lderstand tha"c three artisan missionaries of the German 

r.assion at Patna, connected <rl th ivtt-. Start f are about to be' 
. . 

located at 1'iiro ·start has purchased the la.YJ.d 

there, for that purpose, has also erected, or is now 

erecting a Yd.ssion House at the ·station for himself and 

friends, as als'o 1\'"tission Houses for the permanent !11:issionary 

1., Memoir of J aL Wei tbrecht. po379o 
The missio:nary' in question Wru3 Hermann ArlSorge, who after 

in Ranohi for .four months from ·July to October 
1846 J.e ft the Gos sll..er-Bre·thren. He worl<"..ed . as a C .:M.S. 
missionary in Bengal from 1847-55 .. 
Calcntte. Correspo:rJdin:I; Cow.mi ttee of C .:M.S. Report 1848 P•4• 



_residents at 'The Bri;3·ht Spot 1 
o The German mission is 

conducted on very similar to those of the !vioraYians; 

·they are to be self-supportil'lg 1-!issions., and hence , 

the 3rethren a·oout to b;Z! locCJ:i;ed at Darjeelii12; will not· only 

instruct the h0athen in the truth of Christianity, but also 

in those d.if.feren·l; branches of labour, which may be prought 

to- bear on their present happir.ess, in the increased enjoyment 

of the comforts of life 11
• 

Stert 's -::rork of translation brou:xht him to the notice of the Bible 

Society ; .,. 
-:.J. Calcutta 9 a.11d. in 1847 they printed the Gospel of St. 

.!.'iatthew in I.epcha from a manuscript prepared and financed by him; 

this was followed in 1851 hy the (jospel of Sto Luke, and in 1853 

by_ the Acts of (l) · . In i852 Start wM compelled to 

leave. In.tlia mvin.<_s to ill-health and he returned to· Eneland to 

recuperate; .. his_ faithful colleag"J.le OYer· the ·yea;rs was Cherles 

Niebel, ona of the pas·tors who hsd out to the Ga!'lC\35 Mission 

in 1840 841d who· remained in Darjeeling until his death in 1865 

·In summing up what Vlilliain Start had attempted to do on his own 

initiative and with his mm find t}1..e situation 

critically by Bishop Cotton of Calcutta who visited 

in 1862. 

'in exte.nso 1 :-

The Bishop 1 s remarl-".s are worth quoting 

-Dar,ieeiin!S 1862o 

''V!e have r:1ade acquaintance wi 'l:h a m.issiol:"!Eiry v;ho has been here 

twenty years _and belongs to the ndssion established by i':i:ro 

Start, a Chris.tian attac!'].ed to no particular denomination,- \'lho 

still .::;oes e.bout preachil1.S' and devotin3- his substance· to 

missionary work, and is ready to send. out any e_vangelica.l 

man, as he e:<:pres_ses it, of wha:t;soever persuasion, •Nho is 

Dadleyo Indian Missionary Directory 1881 p.234•. 



willirc to preach the gospelo So he sent here sorr.e fotr!' or 

five German Lutherans, of Yrhom ZTie?cl is the only ol"'.e who has 

adhered to his oriei:r-3.1;· missionar;'{ he has 

deserted his form of belief by turning Baptist. 

But il!r. -Start did not supply his staff •:.i. th adequate mal"'.s of 

support, and so all the rest have been driven to secular work 

for a maintenance, o!l..e havinB becor:1e a butcher, an.other a 

house agent_. So ali the funds ere concentrated on· Niebel \7ho 

has besides a gTant of 60 a month from the London 

!rTiss ionary Socie·l<yo He· seems a good honest C}l..ristia.l'l man and 

has r.Jad.e some prov.·ess in the Iepcha into rrhich he ·has 

tra:rslated Genesis, Exodus 1-20 and Sto Johno He has , how·ever, 

made no converts, but bm Lepchas come to him to read the Bible. 

He has no school; he seems to knO\'l very little of the people· 

or their religion;. being surprised even to find that \'",-e had 

some prayer wheels ancl where we had got them. 

Of the Buddhist he clearly was -rfnolly ig-norant. 

But in truth I do not blame him; he has probably been trained 

in the beliet' that his only work is to preach a certain s0t of 

doctrines in exactly the same teriP.s to everybody without a:ny 

consideration of particular vrants and circUL.!Stances. I only 

blame those who fancy that miss operati-ons can s·ucceed 

if conducted on such prinCiples as these. 

A man \'lith no definite craed - except, I suppose a belief in 

the ir!Spiration of Scripture and justification by faith, 

openly rejectins all branches of the Christian Church, al"'.d. 

therefore all the of organisation - out a 

number of uneducated C-erma.11S . to u:r.d.ertake the work of convertirl[;· 

a mixed population of Hir.d.us, Buddhists, !·.foho!!'.etans and semi-

barbarious mountaineers. 
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Ee does not provide them w;i th. fW"l..d.s, expect ins;, I suppose, 

that "'."!ill be maintained r1iraculously. wonder if 

the ma.jm:ity subside into their ro.atu.ral occupation as tradesmen, 

and the one Y1ho retains much enthu.sia.sr.1 for the wo1·k uhich · 

he has u:o.dertaken, adoptine the opinio:n.s of the 11-<trrowest 

and most anti-Catholic of all sects find that after twenty years 

he has effected absolutely nothiro..z?"(l) 

t in the· Bishop 1s cri"liicism .of Start and his methods is the 

rejection also of thoo e p::dnciples which Gassner had edvocated and 

for which he had bee11 willine; to break wi t..l-t the Berlin 1'1issiona:ry 

Saiety in 1836o Start's contemporaries hed been critical of his 

methods, but at the same ti!!'..e applauded his cenuine Christian 

philanthropy o Bishop Cotton's more acid criticism close·.s the 

chapter on a failure in experiment:. he writes as it 

were the epitaph on Start's :methods when reviewed over 

a span of twenty yea:rs. 

Th0 Gossr.!Br Mission· to the Ganges_ Valley for which Willi·a.m 

had acted as .sponsor maintained its somewhat precarious exl.stence 

for the next ;y-ears; the COiiVerts in 1871 numbered 399, 

but ten years later vrere reduced to 338; four :-· 

J:Iuzaffro·J?ur, Chap1·ah, Buxar_ and Durbhangah maintained five small 

schools o "
2

) the ;:!ar this whoie field was · 

relinquished, the· Christians joined other cm1gree;e.tiorn and the 

yroperty was soldo This missionary enterprise directed towards 

which thG Gossner-Brethren had mounted and maintained for 

nearly a century r..ever achieved the break.throu.[;h Yihich was to 

characterise the to the aboriginals of Chota Nagpur. 

The proceeds of the sale of the l':Ti.ssion pror>er"/iies ill the Ga.ng\3s 

lo il!irso Cotton. 1'll:lmoir of· Bishop GoEoLo Cotton. Longman, 
G1·een & Coo London 187lo Po 254o 

4o M.A. Sherring. Protestant Missioro.s in India. Religious 
Tract Society 1884• p.l40·. 
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_ valley \le:r,3 gb-en to the sister J,tiss ion by the Mission Board in 

-Berlin. (l) 

. Such is the brief stunmary of the first attempt t_q apply Goss:ner 1s 

missionary- in Indiao 'rhis ·:ms to be followed . by the 

Mission to the Goril.s in Central India in 1841, and the Mission . 

the Kols of Chota Narr.pur in 1844. 

lo C.H. Swa"\lely, The Lutheran Ente:r·prise in India 1796-1952. 
L I Federation of EVaTI ... ,;;elical c[::rches in India 1952.- Po49o 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The _i!iission. to Central India l84l-_o 

disaster which swiftly_ overtook this second attempt- by Gassner's 

missionaries to a.pply his principles in India has resulted in there 

beine; extant fe'\7, if a.ny, sou:cccs to vf.t1ich referer..ce can be made o 

The account ei ven ·Delow is interesting for the licht it tlu.•o\'l!:J on 

the subsequent history of the Gossr.er i\I:i.ssion to Chota Na_:wuro 

'I'he patron or sportsor for the mission, Donald :·::Cleod, was an 

Indian Go\rernment officer and the people arncmgst \'thom he wished 

the Gossner-3rethren to \'i'O!'k '\'iere GoP..ds, a!'l.e of the £!-bOriginal 

tribes of Central Indiao 

J\ critical observer, Dro William Secretary of the Scottish 

Missionary Socie·by, i_n his 'History o{ c;.'lris "tian Vd.ssions 1 

publishe¢i in 1854, \"l!'i tes as follows :-:-

"In September 1841 the Reverer.ui I:Io Loesch and fou:r unordained 

brethren arrivGd in Bombay and i'iere joined by another brother 

\c:ho had co;::e by the overland route,· The five unordained 

bret:h.ren v1ere artisans arAl agriculturis.ts; om _of them also 

appears to some lmowledee of. o 

·They were sent out by Gassner in compli-ance '.ri th the 
. (1 ) . 

wishes ()f a pious civilian (Donald McLeod) - who felt deeply 

interested in th9 Gonds, one of the t:ribrn ·of 

Ind:l..a, from having dwelt long in their neighbourhood, a.ild who . 

had offered to support missionaries if sent to themo 

On· arrival in the country of the Gonds alonri ·the south bank 

of the liierbudda :near its the missionaries took up 

their residence at the of KaraP..gin.o They fouP.d the 

people at first ve.ry shy as they usually are to strane;ers, ar.d. 

they cc;>Uld hardly obtain the ne·c'3ssities of life frora them, 

thoUGh they at leng-th gained their confidence so. much that · 

-they .gave a great rn:.rt of their fields to culti va.te o 

1 o SJ.r Donald Friell r;TcLaod 1810-1872 o Lieutenant Governor of 
Punjab 1865-18704 
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The missionaries now comn-.enced cuttil'l.g do'm timber a!l..d. removing. 

the stones of a ruined temple -i·therewi th to build houses o The 

Goll.ds w·ondered to see Europear>.s thus work \"Ti th their ovm hands 

and assisted them in carryin::; the timber to the place where 

the holliles were to be "built. the hot Yreather the lay 

brethren were toilin:; in the sun from mornine to night cutting 

the timber. 

By the com.rnencement of the ro.ir!S their homes were quite 

ready. the da:v they ·,•mrked in the dalnp fields with a 

hot sun O\rar}leado ·l'IJ-len their houses bea3e>.n to leak and there 

was not a dry f.ipot in the ·dwle house; even the places they 

lay on were wet. The comcquence was they were all attacked 

·Iii th dia.r-rhoe·a. 

In this state, however,"'\'.fithout appetite or strength they 

continued tci toil at the completion of their houses a!l.d the 

cultivation of their fields. · One day \'Je fi:nd it stated. that 

they were many hoUJ.·s in the pourins rain, sowil"JZ their seeds 

end repairing their roofao '.Phey vrere, in fact 9 recovering 

when the wind, loacled with moisture, blo::::in.:1" in on their 

debilitated bodies throug·h windows \'Ti thout glass 11 they fell 

like dead men on the. floor"o 

One died, 23rcl July 1842, only five months after arrival at 

Karangia; their doctor on the 26th, on the Jls'G, Loesch. 

and Catzke, the carpenter. The two who survived, 

and were now left by their .servants·. and . ."'OY everybody; 

many of the people of the villa::,-B also took ill and died, and 

those Y1l1o remail'l..ed fled in terror to the mountaino 

.4t last the two survj_vors fell ill, and ··.;vrote to their frien:ls 

at Jabba.lpur for mea.Yl..S to convey them to that station. 

'.I'hey accordin:;;ly removed -thither from ICe..rangia al"lil there they 

both recoveredo . They at'tervfa:t.•ds removed to !Campti and 

ultimately became connec·i;ed with the Free Church mission 
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In his pre face Dr o Brmm had v1arned his readers that he would not 

spare the painful details of 11 the errors and C:efects of .. 

particular ·missions" o In fact, he cor:Sidereci. these to be "hiehly 

instructive and useful in si!ililar evils in time to 

And so,· in passine; judrrment on Gassner and his methods, which the 

disaster of the Central India..YJ. i'.:ission had merely illustrated, 

notes four points.:-

1. It is not ah1ays safe to rely upon the promises of· individuals 

for support o ISissiona:des ·;tere soon left unprovided for, 

beine compelled to rely entirely upon their oYm labour or to 

look to Gessner for help. 

2o The self-supporting plan for missiol'l.s - especially India 

had resulted i.n a very high casual:ty rate in reeard to 

sickness a:nd .death amongst the missionaries o 

3o rl"he secession of workers from the Gassner missions to other 

societies had been a general practice o 

4. The economy which Gos s ner had stressed in· both the training. 

and o:t: his miss iona1•ies WaB more apparent than real. 

In these criticisms let us take the third one fi'rst :­

. True to his principles , embodied in the Co:ns.ti tution he. had 

drafted· for the Missionary Association of his Bethlehem parish 

in 1838, Gassner. had stated explici.t!y:-

"Unlike the large missionary societies, the little ·.Association 

does not propose to support its candidates in the world of the 

heathen from its ow:.'l. resources, but to hand ·i;hem over to other 

1. Based on 1 On the Claims. of the Gon.'is to Christian Sympathy' 
To Philips. Christian Observero October 1650. 
quoted by i'fo Bro'.'m. 'l"he of Christia..'1 in 
·i:;he 16th, l7·ch, 18th and 19·t;h Centuries. · 3 Vols. Thornas 
Baker,. I.:oP.d.on 1859 .. Vol, 3 po468f. 
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missionary societies which unierte .. ke their further instruction 
• ., 1 . h . . .L f . ..., . . . . '' (l) ard fuw .... ""G. eJ..r rom mJ.ssl.onary 1ncome • 

Thus Gassner no tears when his missionaries other 

missiol"l..s or churches; it \'!&..Z his intention that his worl·:ers 

should be employed in and by other associations and societies 

vihenever possible and he consiste:1tly rafused to develop tho 

elaborate organisation which a conventional Hissiom.ry Society 

require do 'l'he factor for uhich Gassner hac_l not allowed in 

out his ·workers and v1hich the missio!'l.s in Indie \'Jere to 

expose as terribly precarious the role of the rich, private 

patrono 

Unlike Dr. r;ho had been •:Jillin:; to recruit Goss112r 1 s 

missionaries for worl: theaborie;inals of Austr.alia, but 

r1ho fully intended that they should come the discipline 

of the Scots Presbyterian Church in . .Australia, William Start and 

Donald Mcleod fl-ere sir:1ply weal thy individuals vd. th a desire to 

promote Christian missions in India. - this neither more nor less. 

Since neither of them were permanently resident \'ti th their 

9 as private individuals 9 however vii lling, they were 

unable to cope sing-le-handed w:i_th the series of crises which 

overtook their missionary workers during the early de.ys of the 

lo Appendix lo Constitution ofl838 7 section 2o 

2 o Dr a John Dunmore Lang of the Scots Presbyt_erian Church of 
Australia ·was the first a-zent to apply to Gassner for 
missionaries o On lOth July 1837 the first eleven Bre·thren 
left for work amongst the aborieinals of 1-foreton Bay, near 
:Brisbane in Gassner was· able to outfit these· 
men (seven of whom \7ere married) and pay their passage to 
Scotland. The Irish Church paid ·the passa;:;e to 
Australia and the Scots Pres"uyterian Church in Australia 
undertook to maint£!.in the mi:Jsion. on the u!"'.derstcmding that 

· ·aossn0r 1 s missionaries would form -conP..ec·tion with tha·t Churcho 
In October 1950 there were sixteen la.;ymen,i aT'il sixteen laywomen 
at "l'rork in the .Au.stralian miss.ion ... Brown states that the 
miss ion hacl accomplished -· "something· for the ts but 
nothinr; for the heathen"o Wo Brmm opocito Vol.3 p.468. 
Missionary Re.g-ister 1839 Pol96; 1840 p.230 .. 

·a_,_....__ . ...., -- _.; -!'· ., ..... c:.n __ t:.'7 



When the J?l.issionary bese itself was so 'i"lea..l( and financially so 

precarious, owill.g to crises which stt"3mmed frequen_tly from economic 

causes , loyalty to. al?- absentee empioyer \7as the only loyalty vhich 

c·ould be evoked. by the Brethren durin:?; periods of stress. Not 

for reasor..s both econo:nical and spiri tual 1 the Gossner­

Brethren felt free to corr.e and eo as they pleased. 

Intimately corn1ected with the role of private patron was the further 

·controversial principle adopted by the Goss:ner-Breth:r.en in a 

·i;ropical clii"!late, nam.aly t!lat of 'self-help'! 

The 1 self-help' principle \7hich Gassner advocated was 

the se.rne as that adopted by Zi:tl..zendorf' and the :M.oravians o In 

·.'Circular' advertising the proposed settlement of Gessner's 

.missionaries at Moreton Bay in Q.ueenslanQ. it is stated 

that ·!;he i7hole enterprise we.£3 intended to 

"be form<::Jd and conductG!d like the om already establistl:ld 

in the vicinity on the r:Ioravian plano The lay 

are all either or agTicultuxists and they can 

thus do much for their mm support a.Yld cor.tf'ort ••••• the labo.ura 

of the lay. bret[l.1·en will tend g.reatly_ to lessen the expenses 

of the Miss ion. 11 (l_) 

Siiwe the year 1732·when Leonard a potter, ard David 

"Hitschma:nn, a carpenter, had set out on foo·b from Herrnhut·t for 

Copen.l-me;en, "bundles on the-ir backs, thirty shillings in their 

pockets 2 and the invincible all-embracing love of Christ in their 

h_ea.r·ts 11 {
2 \he Moravians had maintained the prii!ciple of a "tent­

making ministry" as to their Christian apostolate. 

Such the case it is all the .more. pertinent to note that the 

l. Missionary Register 1840 p .230. 

2. Dober ar1cl N"itschmann were the first trm Moravian missionaries. 
'l'hey sailed fror..1 .Copenha..:;en to v!Ork amongst the slaves .in St o 

Thomas in the \'!est-Indies on October 8th 1732. 
A .J". lewis o 9Zi:nzendorf the Ecumenical Pioneer 1 S .C 
Press 1862o PG79o 



trro I·.ioravie.n missiom vtltich i':el·o established in Indie., after 

little more than .a quarter of a· cent 1.!;';,', \·1qre iri thdrm·m and 

closed dovm; the. :r:i.issio:n to Trn.nquebar from 1768 to 1803 vras 

aoar.doned due ma.i nly to hos tilj_. ty of the local clerGY who 

successfully prevented the Lior:rrie..ns from p1·ea.ching· publicly; 

here O':er a period of tio;cmty-fi ve years 40 :nissionar:i.es died 

in service; the mission in from 1777 to 1803 a:b o e·nded 

in failm·e, the reasom given boine that the time spent on 

ea.rnin.:; a livine WM so g-.cee;t that there was little or no tine 

for preachinc; and secondly, that cnste system effectively 

·orevented the miseiO:rl.;;'U':i.es in those yea:rs from coming into· close 
h . tl ... h -- .L • ( 

1 ) uouc _ \'iJ. .1 " .e r.l8 .. ves o 

Hei ther Zinzendorf nor Gessner w·ere r.:.en lilely to be deterred by' 

apparent failure or by the alu::cm.in::;ly ::,.ic;h fatality :rate amongst 

their missioTl.a:ries., The understa.nding between Gassner and his 

·missionaries was clear from the day he accepted them -

"I p:r-omise you nothinc;; you must go in faith. n 

you cannot go in faith you had better not go at all 11 • (
2 ) 

Loyal to this principle Goss:r..er 's missionaries were sent out 

alon.s;· the highways and of the world. their 

destination, \',hatever their destiny - Gessner's faith ramained 

un .. CJhaken to the end, ·!;hat the word. first entrusted to the· Apostl_es -

"Vn1en I sent you out •;ri thout purse, and wallet· and shoes - lacked 

ye an;.\rthine;?" (Llll.{e 22. va35) vra.s equally sure in his own day. 

By contrast the attitude and experience of Bishop Cotton . 

expressed in his criticism of StarJG - "He does not provide them 

with fu:nd.s, expactin::;, I suppose, that,they Ytill be maintained 

amply demol"l..s tra:Ges the polarity ·of Chr:i,s tian 

l a J .E" Hu·btono His tory c;>f the.:! Horavian Missions o I\fo1·avian 
Publishing Office 1922a pol65o 
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interpretation and experience in methods of preaching the 

Gospelo 

Gossll...e:r's third mission in India, the !Td.ssion to the Y...ols of 

Chota :Na,gpm• to £eel the ter..siori of confliC?ting 

J>rinciples and -was to witmss the dire results a.ttend.ing upon 

the crisis en:med vJhen these came finally. 

into collisiono 
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'l'HE .f1BORIGI?i.8TJ TRrlES OF CHOTA 

lo Political History. 

2.. .Socia:J_ His Jcoryo 

3 o Some Aboriginal Che...1•acteris tics , Eabi ts a11d. Customs. 
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In revie\1in,g the success of Ch:ristian missions in India durii"Jg 

the nineteenth the Geri:lan scholar, Julius Richter, 

vrrote as follows :-

"In the fourth missio:nary period, 1857 to H38Q a new factor 

pressed into the forer.}lJ!'ij of the missio11.ary situation,· and 

for a qu--Jrter of a centtU'y attracted universal attention, 

namely the hill and forest Cribes, the Aborigi:r.es of India. 

Simple agricultural and huntiP..g tri oes ·knocked at the door 

of the Christia.r1 and admission; conr;;regations, 

churches, schools, a staff of teachers and preachers, all 

could be inau[>·u.rated in the e;reatest siraplici ty from the 

bottom ruTI .. g of the ladder to the top; the powers and 

abilities already existent in the ·n.ei'7ly received converts 

could be at once brought into playo All the clumsy apparatus 

of Indian missionary ore;onisation - educational_, medical, 

zenana, indus trial ions etc o, could be dispensed with o 

it was t}).is limi to forces that lay 
(- \ 

ready to their hand that the his'hest genius was man:i.fe.stecl. 11 1
) 

It was ·Gossner 1s mission to the aboriginal tribes of C'ilota Nagpur, 

commenced in and the success of his w.issionaries there which 

first focutred attention on ·jjhis virtually virgin fieldo 

:name by which the mtssion ca.1ne be lcno\'m was Gessner's If.ti..ssion 

to the (or Coles) of Chutia (or C'nota) 

'ICol' is now obsolescent but i't was gemrally used in India 

during- the nineteenth centm·y to denote the aborigi:na.l tribes 

in Bengal and Bihar. 

As a generic term for the ahori(1iTl..al tribes of North I:r..dia the 

-1. Julius Richter. 1862-1940. Missionary schola.r, Professor 
of Jo.Iissions in the Un:i. vers i ty of Bsrlino 
A History of i'!fissions -in India. Translated by S .E. r.·;ooro o 

· 1908. Po415o 



word 1 Kol' was first e;iven ·official sanction in a monoe-;raph 

'The Ethnolog-y of India' published in 1866 and tten 

by J.,h:'o Justice Campbell. In the word, Campbell 

commented -

11.4.ltogether I haYe Yary Httle doubt that the ordinary \"7ord 

COOI.EE (Coolie, Coolyl:·) as n:pplied to a. bearer of buroem 

or labourer is the sar.!e word, and it is the word c;enerally 

applied by the Northern Indians to desi::,·rtate ·the .!iborigina.l· 

tribes, most of whom they reduced to the condition of Helots • 11 (l) 

Colonel E .'I'. Dalton in an article in the same journal, 

similarly S.Ssociated the word 'Kol 1 vri.th the depressed status 

the aboriginals were accorded in Hindu SC?Ciety :..:. 

11The rrord Kol is one of the epithets of abuse applied by 

the Brahminical races to the aporigines of the country who 

opposed their early settlement ard it ha:s adhered to the 

primitive tribes of Chota: Nagpu..r. 11 (
2 ) 

In the already referred to Campbell divided the e.")::! original 

tribes into two family eroups for classification cin lin..,•">'l.listic 

c;rounds : the North India gToup he termf. 'Kolarian 1 and "Ghe Sout}?. 

1. Journal of the Society of 1866, Vo1.35 part 2 
p.27 .. see also:- 'Kol 1 in.Hastinas Encyclopaedia of 
Religion and Ethics. · 

r.·. Cool-ie, Cooly, 'No .. 1 A variant of 'K"lJLI 1 or 'KOLI 1 an 
aboriginal tribe of Gujerat.. .No. 2 A Native hired 
labourer or burden carrier in India and China. 1638. 
Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. 

2.. Colonel Dalton was Comc1issioner of. Chota Naf..:rpur from 1857 to 
1075o J •. 4..SaBo Volo 35o part 2, p.l45o 

:i!,or an earlier piece of research into the 1ihoriainals and. their 
relations v:i th Hindu society see - 'Two lectures on _the 

Race of India, as distin3uished from the San.scri tic 
of Hindu Race' by L·caGen. Brie;e,'S F.R.S. Journal of the Royal 
AGiatic Society of Great Br·ita.in al'1.d Ireland.· Vol.l3 1852 
pp.275-309 

.. ·· 
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Indian 1 Drav-:i.d.ian 1 • Thir; classification won e;eneral acceptance 

until co_mparativoly recent times. 

Verrier El·.-rin states that thP. of classifyin:.; the race3 of 

Ind_ia by li:.1c,uistic tarms ·has now. ·neen superseded; the current 

terminology used by the Census of India for classification of 

the aborieinais is 11\Veddid 11 a:nd 1 Proto-Aus traloid 1 • (l) · For an 

underotanrling of the prot:,-Tes.s of the mission however Campbell 1 s 

lir.cuistic classification is tho more helpfl:ll since of the tribes 

who inhnbi ted· Chota Na.;rpur, one e;roup was Kolarian and the other 

Dravidian. The Kola.rian tribes were. the Lilrka Coles. (2 ) Hos, 

Bhoorniz, i'fundas and Santals; the sole· representative of the 

ahoriginals were the Uraom (also spel't Oraons ). 

·,..,_ 1· 1 · D "d' Or "'-h t 'b · h h' h . lne · '.o ar1an am raV1 1an ... aons were e r1 as. w1 t 1 w 1c " ' 

Gassner's missionaries came into contact, each with its own 

lang-uae-e and culture, thou[.::h Campbell conceded -

''Europeans apply the. term (KolJ to the· Dravidian Oraons as 

well as to the others (the Hos and i':1undas ) but perhaps 

err one OUJ3ly. 11 ( 
3 ) 

.In North India and especially in Bengal durin.?; the nineteenth 

century the term 1 Kol 1 was applied indif_ferently to signify any 

one of· the aboriginal tribes vtho inhabited the highlands of the 

Chota plateau. To-day the word is no loilt.,:rer .in current 

1". V. Elwin. The l1borigina.ls. Oxford Pamphlets on Indian 
Affairs No. 1943 P•4• 
Vieddid ·- tah:cn from the Veddas of Ceylon, one of the most 

primitive types of aborie;inal. 

Proto-Australoid - a genetic te:r:m the .Aborigines 
· of Australia with thoso of Ceylon and India. 

2. For an early article on the L1U'ka Coles wr·i tten by Dr. William 
Dunbar, see Journn.l of the Royal ·Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Vol. 10 1861 .pp.370-377. 

3· J. op.cit. p.27 



use arxi has become a term of denotinz a person 

with a dark or black ·skin. Tribal people in referring to 

themselves use the. uord 1 Adibasi 1 .:.. 'Original Inhabitant 1 , and 

this term has no\': won zenaral acceptance. · 

·Political Hist,or;y:_. 

Chota lfu.:pm·, (l )the land of the ihunda ani Oraon tribes where 

Gossner 's mis::lionaries settled, is a plateau in the state of 

Bihar seven thousand square miles in extent· rising to a height 

of two·thousand feet above sea le'Tel.- From 171;30 omtards it 

formed part of an &iministrative territory comprisincr districts 

eoverr>.ed by British officials and a series of Native states 

.under· the control and partial mana.geri:ent of the British 

Government, though ruled by petty rajahs. and chiefs. Since 

British Goverr>.ment officers were to play an important part in 

the history of the 1\'T:i.ss ion, a short review of the political 

history of the terri tory v.rill be of value. 

Bihar together with Bengal and Orissa formed the 1Diwam of 

BenGal' which the Emperor, Shah A lam II gave to I.o rd. Clive in . 

return for the fortress and surrounding districts of Allahabad, 

restored to him by Clive in 1765 • 

. 1 Dh1ani 1 was the right· to collect the revenue of a province and 

ur,der the· Moe;ul Emperors WB.? gra!lted to favourites and courtiers 

as a reward for service or as a mark of esteem. 

sys tern worked as follows :-

The revenue 

1. Alternative spellings given by S.C. Roy are as follO\'lS:-
'fhe. earliest nar.e civen by the British administration ,·:as 
simply NAGPUR. .very soon this was chaneed to CTiU'l'A (small) 

. NAGPOUR to dis ti nr;uish it from the important city of Nagpur 
in Central India. In 1812 the spellint3' \70S CHUTEA i'TAGPOOR, 
then CHUTlYA NAGPORE, later still CHUTIA NAGPORE and.f:ioolly 

CHOTA NAGPtm which is the accepted form of the name tQ-day. 
S.c. Roy. The 1\'lund.as and thei.r Country. Thacker 
& Co. Calcutta 1912. 
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'l'he revemm for each province was assessed by the authorities in 

Delhi and this sum was paid annually into the Imperial Exchequer; 

all surplus revenue over am above this fixed amount was rccarded 

as the emoluments of the 'diYzani', retained by the 

for his own pri vat!'! use; in this 'vay the holder of 1dh7ani 1 was 

free to· milk as ·much as he could from his province \vi thout let 

or hindrance. 1Diwani 1 carried no magisterial or sovereign 

powers since these were retained nominally, at least,-. by the 

native Clive in acceptine tho 'Diwani of (the 

division of the former into the modern states· of 

Boneal, Bihar, an.d Oriss.a dates from the t;1entieth .century) was 

layi:n,g the foundation of the Dri tish revenue administration in 

India. On bahalf of East India· Company, \7ho earlier in 

1758 had refused to accept responsibility for the administration 

of Clive undertook to pay into the Imperial Exchequer 

26 lrakhs of rupees (RS.2,600,000)- appro::icimately£260,000- as 

an annual sum. In 1772 the Company determined to 1 Stand forth 

as Diwan' and the reform of the Revenue system VIas tal<:en in 

hand. (l) 

In consequence· of this ·new responsibility for fiscal law and order 

the first recorded incident of the East India Company's 

connection wi.th ·Chota Nagpur concerns one of the Company's 

officers, Captain Jacob. Camac.( 2 ) 

In 1772 Camac, appointed Military ·Collector of llamgarh by the 

Governor at Fort William, Calcutta, rein.:Jtated ore of the petty 

1. G. Dunbar. A .History of India. Ivor Nicholson and Watso.n 
1936. P·354· 

2. I.ieutenant-Colone1 Jacob Camac. 1744-1785. Commissioned 
in H.!•"i's 84th Hegiment 1763. Commanded the 24th Battalion 
Dengal.N.I. (Ramr;arh Batt.alion) .from 1766. Retired 1785 
and died of fever in Ireland. 

Calendar Vol.2 p.lOl. 
V.C.P. Hodson. List of the Officers of the Army 

p.277· 
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raJahs of Palamau, rajah Gopal Rui, who, in ret'l.lr"n, acknowleclged 

himself as a vassal of the Company, paid an annual tribute of 

rupees 3,000 and undertook to assist the Company the 

Uarha ttas • (l ) 

'11he first meeting between the East India Company Officer and the 

rajah of Palamau .f'urnisl1es an anecdote >7hich illustrates admirably· 

the character of muqh of the European administration in India 

· during course of the! eighteenth century i'lhen 1 to shake. the 

tree 1 (
2 to pe a nattu·al cor1f1equence of 

Company employment. 

"In the rajah 1s were soma .very fine diamonds which it 

is s·ueges ted had excited the cupidity of Captain Camac. The 

proposal for an exchar.,ze of emanated from him; he 

declared that it was the Enfflish custom of swearine eternal 

friendship •. Dut .the Captain had no such diamonds in his 

headdress and the rajah evidently concluded that he had been 

'done 1 by the Company's offfce; ... <3) . 

1.· S.c. Roy. ·Mund.as and their .Country. p.l8}. 

2. 'To shake the pagoda tree 1 - to make a fortune rapidly in 
India. The East India Company Chaplains were not immune to 
this As early as 1691 the Rev. Jethro Brideowc 
about to sail as Chaplain to Fort St. George at Madras \'ll'ot'e 

"I am told of those Chaplains who got very ereat estat.es 
there , whither I am goine, and particularly of one Evans VlhO 
havin:; been there but a· short tiroo is now coming home worth 
about £30,000." 
The nev. '11

• Evam, a Welshman, was Chaplain at Madras from 
1689.to 1692, previously havinz been in Bengal with Job 
Charnock, one of the founders of Calcutta. 
C.B. Lewis •. Life of John Thomas. Macmillan. London 1873· p.25. 
F. Penny. Fort St. George !'JT.ad.ras. Swan Sonnenschein and Co.-
1900. 

3· . E/r. Dalton. Descriptive· Ethnology of Beneal. 1872 
p.l70. 
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· From ·1779 to 1833 Chota was included in the· Ram£rarh Hill 

·Tract, a regulation district with a British Judge. actine as 

magistrate and. collector of The Beneal 

were in force for this area; Indian troops, 24th Native 

Infantry,- were statiomd at Ramgarh itself which henceforth 

·gave the Battalion its name - the Ramgarh Battalion. 

From 1834 to 1854 the South-West Frontier Aeency vras oreated 

with a British Agent and his Assistants having their civil 

headquarters at Kishenpur (later knowri as Ranchi) and with a 

military oanton!ilent at Dorandn for Indian troops under British 

·officers- the Ramgarh Battalion. 

From 1854 to 1912 the Agency was formed into a Non-Regulation 

Division under a British Commissioner and his 

1. Mt·. S. T. Cuthbert, Judge-Magistrate of Ramgarh, submitted 
in 1826 a report on. Chota Naepur, extracts from which· are· 
giYen in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Gra·at 
Britain and Ireland. 1846. · 8. PP•407-416. 

2. · S •. c. Roy. Mundas. Appendix· 4• Secti'o:q. 2. 
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. Social 

In the year 1772, the rajlili of Chota:Na.gpur, Durpnath Sahi_, with 

Captain Carmac's assistance obtained a settlement of his feud 

with the rajah of Ramgarh and acknowledged himself a vassal of 

the Company. ( 1 ) 

The rise of a rajah amongst the tribesmen of Chota Hogpur is 

sienificant for ·the history of the nineteenth century. 

Accordinc to ·Roy the 11iundas 1 . orieinal home was near Azirngarh (2 >. 
. . 

and they migrated from there under pressure from Aryan invaders 

about the year 1,000 B.C. After many wanderin._..oos they at lene_th 

·.penetrated the Vindhya-Kaimur raflb.re of mountains where -they 

two groups - the· Santals taldng the .route along 

the river Damodar into what is now knolvn as the Santal 

and the Mund.as proper occupying the t"abie land of what is now 

Chota Na.gpur. After defeatine the tribe of iron-smeltill€ Asurs 

the i'liund.as were left the undisputed masters of the. forest. covered 

plateau. Colonel. Dalton goinns in placins the river Damodar as 

the historic site of the division between the Santals and the 

J·ihlnda.s ·in. the pare-ana (district) called Satyomba on the northern 

edee of plateau. (3 ) 

The Oraons migrating from the south entered .Bihar from the· west,. 

crossing the river Sone, to the north of which theyhad.lived·. 

for some time. of Rotasgarh perched on the cliffs 

abovo ttre ;river Sons is claimed by them as the former 

of their kings. (4) Again under pressure from invaders, the 

1. S.C. Roy. op.cit. p.l83 f. 

2. Azimea.rh, a city and district in Uttar Pradesh on· the river 
Tons, lying north of the Ganges and west of the river Gogra. . . 

3. S.C. Roy op.cit. p.65 ff. 
E.T. Dalton 'A Tour in the 'l'r;ibutary Mahala'. J.A.S.B. 
1865 p.l55· 

4• S.C. Roy 'I'he Oraons of Cho-ta 
·Economic Life and Social Organisation. 

. Their History, 
Ranchi P·35· 



Oraons split into t\70 groups; the one movine- east the south 

bank of the river Gan..,"'0o found refuee. in the Rajmahal hills whore 

the Ganges turn<J towards the sea; the· other group movine south . 

. into Palamau ente.red the Chota Nagpur plateau proper, pushine- the 
. . (1) . . 

Mundas further to the south and east. . 

no tradition of there ever having been any war or dispute 

between the Oraom am. the Jl,·fu.ndas over the of the 

Each· was endogamous - that is, ma.rriB,;,noe was permitted only within 

the tribe, so there was no· intermarriaee the .races. 

In other respects ; the ·oraons conformed more to Uunda 
. . 

customs , in ·many cases adopting the 1an..,"Uage and losing their 

own. The Munda.S and Oraons claimed .to be original colonists 

of the plateau and to have cleared the forest lands. Dalton 

c'onfesses to have found -

"no ancient temples or other antiqui on' the plateau of 

. Chota Nagpore to indicate that the early B:r,oahminical races 

or Buddhists ever obtained a footine ... 

The community ha:vi.nz cleared the land; it was held in 

common for the. whole village. · Originally each village was a 

separate and independent unit, but in course of time groups of 

villazes from the same clan formed themsel into larger groups 

of 12 or more under a chieftain '(Manki) for purposes ot 
.mutual support. Again at a later stage, from amongst 'these 

chieftains a rajah or kine was elected who succeeded in reducing 

all the land and the villages to his titular suzereignity. 

. . 
The kine was originally almost certainly of the same race as 

the aboriginal settlers but in course of· time through intermarriage, 

in Hindu society he came to be accorded the status of a Rajput. 

1. ibid p.36. · See also Calcutta Review 1869. p.117. 

2. E.T. Dalton.· The Kola of Chota Na31>ur J.A.S.B. 1866. p.l60. 
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The· myth that the·rajah's family·was in orig_in spru.ng·from the 

•nag' -. the.King Cobra', led to 1;he dynasty being known .. 

historically by the na.roo of the raj.ahs or Chota (l) 

, Foll.O\'Iing the accession of rajah Jaeanath Sahi Deo in 1822 the 

·.tradition or Hinduising the court received a fre&t i.mpulse .• · At 

"the ·same. the rajah initiated .a policy of bestowing grants ·.· 

of land favouri well as . t!) he 
\9'89 heanly for f1nanc1al help. ( men 

into Chota llagpur _as landlords, intent only on every 

possi_ble gain their new estates at the expeme of the 

aborieinal farmers and tenants who heretofore had been-virtually 

free-holders. · 

The feuds between this mw race of Hindu, Sikh and Moslem landlords 
. . 

and the. aboriginal settlers·, .form the disturbed social background 

to Chota llaf.Wur for. the rest o{ tho century. , as 

Chota Nagpur and· the neighb"ouring areas ·came increasill8'1Y .under 

control· and the 

to be oppressed by a. claas of Hindu and Moslem 

Landlords . and officials joined caus·e in oppressine 
. . 

and exploiting _the and tribesmen whose only 

recourse was to retaliate by periodical·outbursts of plundering 

· and· dacoi ty. 

Immamorial·tribai rights and customs were totally disregarded-by 

this new class of landlor-ds and officials so that exploitation 

and of the aboriginais. went harid in hand. ·Landlords · 

-red,uced the and·o.wners of the land to the 

statu9 of serfs; government officials, in creating new. 

1. s .c. Roy. 1Mundas' p.l36-14o. 
Roy. 10raom 1 P•39-43-•." · 

E .• T. Dalton 'Descriptive "Ethnology of ·Bengal'. p.l63 f.·. 

2. S.T. Cuthbert. and I. Vol. 8 . 
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legislation and levying new taxes, acted arbitrarily and in 

concert with the .la.ndlori interests. (l) · · . 

Disturbances and. outbre1;1.ka_ became endemic culminating in the 

rising of the ·Mundas and Oraons in 1031/32 in which. British troops 

were ·called out· to restore order. (2 ) began the wholesale. 

emigration from the land of dispossessed tribals.who took up work· 

as coolies on Government projects, on the_ 

of the railways, and in the mwly established tea garde_n of Assam 

·Where they became the staple labour force. 

The enquiry into th,e :reforms needed in Chota Nagpur, which 

resulted in 1855 in the creation or. the Commissionership,- was 
- -

· conducted by Sir IIenry Ricketts , a member of the Board of Revenue, 

and. embodied in what came to_be called the "Ricketts 

·1. An instance of typical repressive legislation may be 
quoted - the tax on rice beer., 1ih;e staple bever88'9 of the 
aboriginals, bre,ved for domestic use at home and oonsuriled . 
at all times of religious festivals and social gatherings• .. 
In 1024 1 a tax was impcmd on rice beer levied at 4· annas 
per household. In .1826, owill(! to tho intense resentment 
caused by this tax the Vice-President Council passed a 
resolui:ion ·prohibi tine the collection of tax· on rice beer 
''prepared for private consumption". In 1833 1 . the tax on 
rice beer was entireiy abolished following the up-rising 
of the I'iTundas and Ora.ons in 1831/1832. - · . . 

S.C. Roy. •·Mundas' Appendix 4 p.lJcciv. 

2. The 3rd Light Cavalry. For an of the campaicn see 
E .T. Dalton Descriptive Ethno1o[:y of Beneal. · p.171 ff •. 

·3. Selections Records of .·the Bengal Government No. XX 
date _1855·· 
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Havifl8 found only one aborieinal, a 'Munsif' or native· civil 

judee, in B'overnment service, made the following 

regarding eovernment employees in Chota NaePura-

"It has come to my knowledae that marly al_l in the employment 

of the B'Overnment of. all Classes ·and are • 

This state of thines appears to be with mischief 

and I regard it as exceeding unjust. So long _aiJ the 

inhabi tantf! of Naepore shall see all the ad vantaees· to be 

desired from Government in the hands of qthers there must 

be a feel ina of es traneement on their part; aliena1;ed and 

ignorant they will remain quiet only until someone shall 

again preach to them that they may_ better the019elves ·by 

burnine and pillaging their neicrhbours 1 houses. All 

classes in country would gladly accept service. So 

long as all the higher offices are in the hands of foreigners . . 
there is little if any of the Coles obtaining 

ment, though_ equal _in intelligence and superior "in honesty 

and diligence to the Mohamadans and Hindus of Bihar. 

The Coles hold the land of·a beautiful province; they are 

notorious for iniustry, honesty, enterprise and a most 

fortunate freedom from the many prejudices \'lhich 

the people of the Plains, and though the lower iblasses are . . 
inferior to the Bengalees in shre.wdness and intelligence 

there are doubtless many hundreds of youths of the middle 

not gifted by nature than t-he 

judge ) Lo.hardagga who require only the opportunity to 

become useful servants ... (l) 

Ricketts quoted with approval· the report of Dr. David·son who had 

led the enquiry into the causes the uprising in 

1. Ricketts Report'· :;Jeotions 113, 1.42. 
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"The Kola are an intelligent people, as muoh .so, if not more 

so, than the labouring olass of. any part of Irxiia which I have 

visited. They have been w:ith veey few exceptiom reearded 

by the authorities as unfit to run wi"th a.JOOssa.ge or carry· 
a spear • .,(l) . . 

The Police force in Chota Naapur was maintained bf the land-o\mers 

ard was both inefficient and in practice used as a further form of 

oppression. Ri?ketts reported on the as follows s-

"Capta:in <:hkes , the Principal Assistant, represents· that the 

Zemindary Police ·(police employed and paid by the Zemindars 

or Land-owners) is· i.nefficient; that the Zemindars are 

genera11y ignorant, and either unwilling- or unable to 

perform their duties ani the es tablishrnents employed under . . 

them are so under-paid that i·t is hopeless to 

service from them. The Assistant repreae.nts tha·t the only 

remedy is the abolition of the Zeminiary system a.nd the . · 

of a regW.ar-paid Police force in its. •. "(2 ) 

The deep social and reliB"ious divisions Qe tween the aboriginals .. 
·and the class ·or Hiri.du and Moslem G'overnment servants was 

oomplioo.ted further by the or laneu88'8; Government 

officials ·and the courts of Hindi., the· 'lingua 

franca'. of North Cuthbert ·in his had stated -

language, especially on the frontier. borderine- on · 

is not generally understood am .when the Cole's 
. . 

lll'e brought. into the Suddar sta:tion for criminal offences, 

are accompanied by an ... 

1• 43• 
2 • ibid .section 95 •. 
l• S.T. Cuthbert •. op.cit .• p.414.· 
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. In a minute ·dated 29th 1839, (l) .the .. Principal_Assistant 

to t.he Governor-General 1s Agent stated· - "The tenure system in 

C}:tota· Nagpore is rather He noted six different 

kinds of land-tenure, instances of Vlh.ich miB"ht appear together 

in any one village. 
. .. 

1 •. · Land held rent-free by the original cle·arers of the 

2.· 

3· 

.or their descendants. land). 

Land which pays rent to the owner . or hifl representative •. 

This was land which had been surrendered to the rajah or 

to his representatives. 

Land which paid rent to the owner or his representative but 

by arrangement is given to each who.dc)es not alre8dy 

qualify for th_e larl!i cleare_d by. the first settlers. This 
. . 

land is cultivated free of rent for which in return the 

villagers services for the or his 

representative, such as - thatchine his· houses, three days 

ploughing, three days rice_ :t>ringing grass, ·bamboos· 

and thatch, carrying the tter ·and accompanying the 

iord on a journey.- (Beth-Kheta). 

4• Land owned _by the lai'ld-lord or his rent-collector which is- · 

cultivated :by the in return :for the of 

land Vlhiph the land-lord. gives to them. (Majhas ). . 

.. · Lanc'W given to the head-man, priest and return 

·for their services to the village• . This land is re·nt free. 

(Mahto , . Pahan and Bhundari lancW ) • 

6. Land which is rent free, the produce of'whioh is set aside 

· for the performance· of ceremonies, and 

feasts. 

THe following ez-aphio ·account, published in 1869, describes the 

deterioration in land-lord and tenant relationships as witnessed 

1. Calcutta Beview p.l36. 
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by a contemporary observer. The parallel the worst abuses 

associated with the feudal system is unmistakeable. 

"Whan oppressor wants a horse, the Kola _mus-t pay; ·when 

he do!'lir.es a· 1Palk.i 1 (a 1i tter) the Kols have to pay a,nd 

afterwards to bear him therein. They must pay for his . 

musicians, for his milch cows, for his 1pan1 - (Betel-Nut).· 

Does someone die in hi_s house? He taxes them; is .. a child. ·. 

born? He taxes them.; is there a marriaee or a pooja? A 

tax. Is the Thikader (rent collector) ·found gu.il ty at· 

and sentenced to be J!Wrished? The Kols must pay the·. fine. 

Or does a death·occur in the house of the Kol? The poor man 

must pay a fine.· Is a child born? Is a son or daughter 

married? .The poor Kol is still taxed •. And this plundering, 

punishing,.robbing system goes on.till the Kola run away. 

These unjust pepple not only· ta)m away everything in the 

house· but even force the Kola· to borrow money that they may 

obtain what ·they want, 'reminding one of Sydney Smith 'a 

of the poor man taxed from his birth to his coffin. Aeain, 

whenever the rent-collector has to go to· court or to the King, 

to' a marria[:.>e, on a pilgrimage; however distant the place, the 

'Kola. must accompi:11'1Y' him and service· without payment ... (l) 

"Begari" was the name given tQ this kj.nd of· .forced labour which was 

intensely resented by the tenants of the estates. . In his report · 

. on the exploitation· which this system encouraged· the Senior 

'·.Assistant Commissioner reported. as follows s- · 

"Another SOUrCe of irritation to t!1e peasants of these 

districts is the forced labour they are bouDd to give to 

·their land-owners. If the owners of villages· would content 

themsel vas with what they are anti tled to, there would be no 

1. 'Calcutta· July 1869. The ICols. . p.ll9·· 



116. 

discontent, but the instances .are rare in which they do so •. 

The peasants a.re generally so much in the power of the la.nd­

that they dare not complain against the·m."(l) · 

In summii'!B up the lard question which vexed the adminis­

tration of Chota NaBPur during the whole of· the pimtee.nth 

century Dalton went to the root. of the· mattera-

11The Bhuinars (the of the· Bhuinhari la:nd) cling 

most tenaciously to their lands. Insurrections have 

followed attempts to disturb these tenures, and even.now 

such attempts are· sure to lead to af£rays. The 

Kol insmTection ·of 1833 1tas, without doubt, mainly caused 

by the ·encroachments of alien farmers and sub-proprietors·. 

on the rights of the .old settlers. The Kola of Chota 

generally a good tempered, mild, inoffeosive race, become 

wildly excited on question and nothing can reconcile 

them to a decree which in any way infringes on What they 

consider to be tlWir proprietary rights." (2) · 

bri January 23rd 1869 the· Council of Bengal pa.Sseil an 

act to regulate the system of la.nd-.tenure Chota NamJur. This 

was thirty-seven after the uprising of the 1\fundas· and 

Oraons in 1832 and tho process of encroachment had meanWhile 
. . 

continued. Powers to appoint Specia1 Commissioners to 

investigate, record and regis tar the tenures of Bhuinhari land 

in each village be fore the· heads of the village and to restore 

persons. wrongfully dispossessed were conferred; the 1Begari 1 

or forced labour was commuted to a money payment and litigation 

was controlled throlll!h . Special having power . 

to veto·oasea· prepared by a 

1. ibid. p.29• 

E.T. Dalton. J.A.S.B. 1866. Vol. 35, part 2, p.l74• 
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. . 
Further ·"legislation waa enacted in seeking to 

defects ·of the earlier. act and a. further Bill.wa8 passed into 

·in 190;. (l )--: 

Ignorance in the courts, apathy o_r.·local officers and the 

stupidity of the aboriginals continue to lllake this question 

of land an endemic in Chota NaSPur to. the · 

p;resent day. 

l. Beng:al Acts •-

The ·Chota Nam>ur Tenancy Act .• Act 2 : 1869 
Act 5 :· · 

.: . Act .; I 1909 .: · 

S.C. Roy. Ivlundas • Apperidix ; ·p.269-;4:a. 

. ] 

I 
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Some Aboriginal Characteristics·, Habits. and Cust.oms • 

. In the article previously referred . to, .1\'ir. Justice Campbell 
. . . 

. describec;i the · aborigi"nals as •-

"The general· physical. types o·f· the purest· a.borigiMl tribes 

is that. which is commonly known as Negri to. . They are small 
. . 

and slight, very black face broad and flat, the thick lips 

very prominent, noses broad nostrils wide, beard scanty, 

"hair very abunda:r:tt, and tangled' of a shock-headed· 

aPI?E!arance ·sometimes curly or even. woolly. The peculiar 

Mongolian or Chinese form o·f the eye is not conSpicuous ani 
. . . 

altogether the features and the face·are rather what is 

.. best known as African than .. an. This 
1 

crops up everywhere in all the various desc:d.ptiom of 

tribes.-"(l) · 
li. 

Regarding the _aboriginal character he drew a. further comparison 
I 

and th Africa. 

"The of the aborigi:Qa,ls a.a· a go!)d natured 

people; ever dancing and singing (in a way that reminds ·. 

one of the pleasant_er descriptiom of Negt>oes )_ I find 

to be applied to the Ko!l.ari-an more than to ·the ·Dravidian 

tribes_ ... .(2 ) 

· Regarding· langua._,"'9 ,- he grouped them in. a family which· embraced . . .· . . 
both and Polynesian -

. . 

.. 
11.J\boriginal are of the··atructure described as 

,:· 

J. Campbell J.A.S.B. Vol. 35 1866. P•22. 

·2 •. ibid p.29 •. ·. 

. · ... 

,· 
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· Turanian. (l) They are neither tho monosyllabic 

Chinese on the one hand nor on the other like those Arabian 

and African which seem to form their by 

yariations in the body_of the words •. The Indian aboriginal 

lall{;Uages , · in common with Hindus tanee , Turkish and a orne As.l.an 

seem to form declen3ions, conjueations and . . . 
derivations, and to supply the place of\"hat we. call· pre-

positions by post-positions and post-inflections. The 

verb or {IOverning word comes at the end of the sentence." · 

Campbell concurred ·in crrouping the Indian aboriginals with those 

of Australasia as of the same family of peoples. 

"In physique they are analogous .to. the Negritoes of the South 
. . 

Seas, Papuans Tasmanians and others, as well. as to the 

.nearer Negritoes of the Ma.lacca and Andamans."(2 ) . 

Campbell noted another peculiarity-

"It be·stated ·as a physical peculiarity of the aboriginal 

tribe that most of them s_eem to have a remarkable power· of 

_resistil1.3' malaria and _thrive 

other can live. 

. 

in the malarial junele \mere nc;> 

This may be_ the result of long 

1. Turanian - 'Asian laneueges which are Semitic or 
Indo-European'. This is now an obsolete term. Under modern 
classification Mon-Khmer · those languaeea grouped 
eeographically on the including 
outliers in Assam' the Nicobar Islands and the 

_Mundari as a la,neuae-e belongs to the Kherwari 
or North-Eaat Indian groUp of lal'lg'llBg'es as a sub-family· 
of Mon-I<hmar. · 
1Austroasiatic 1 is the comprehensive term used for 

. all these · · . · 
The laneuage of the Oraons is Kurukh, a Dravidian language 
allied to Tamil. · 

Comparison in South-East Asia and the Pacific' 
Edited H. Shorto p.l52.· · 

2. J'• Campbell op.cit p.23; p.24. . \ 

3· J. Campbel,l op.cit p.23. 
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Though hesitant to be dogmatic in the matter of aboriginal beliefs 
·. 

and relieioua practice he again made a distinction which is useful, 

.since it illus.trates the different character of the two tribes 

.inhabiting Chota Nawur. 

"The accounts of the Kola.rian creed aeem pleasanter than those 

Dravidian beliefs and rites. The·latter seem to deal in 

demonology, fetishism, frantic dances, bloody and even 

sacrifices v.hich remind ua of the .African The 

Northern reverence in an inoffensive way, the sun, 

moon, arid Lord. of the and mild and innocent 

or household spirits.· Another practice in hilly tracts is 

the heaping up of cairns of stones at particular points a.nd 

.·tying- bits· of rae to ·a particular. tree as • 11 (.1) 

Colonel E.T. the Commissi6ner for Chota from 

1857 to in a series of articles contributed over the years 

and printed in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal helps . . . 

further to fill in the Iioture of the· a.boriginals and their 

distinctive character· as they were observed the course of ·· 

the nineteenth. qentury. 

11The Kola, of. the 1\'iunda or Oraon tribe, are 
passionately fond of dancine;, and VIi th them dancing as 

muoh an accomplishment as it is with the oi vilised :nations 

of Europe. They have musical voices and a great variety 

of simple melodies.. ·It is a fact that when we raised a· 

corps of Kol levies, their early practice in keeping step 

and time greatly facilitated operation of drill. 11 (3) 

Tribal dancing is quite distinctive;); the girls ·an_rmen .link 

arms and move t.ogether in line, or mora often dance in a semi-

J •. Campbell ibid. p.29.· 

2· For Colonel Da.l ton see Appendix 2. ' 

. . 3· E.T.· Dalton J.A.S.B. 1866 Vol. 35 'The .KolS 1 .p.l83 
.. 
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circle; the men and boys with drums, cymbals . and bells revolve 

in a group in the centre while· the t;P-rls move on the periphary._ 

All religious feasts and social occasions are mar%:ed by _dancing 

can be kept up all day and all night. 

· Reza.rding recreation and sport, Dalton ·commented -- · 

·"The- f,'ioodah-Oraon races are passionately fond of sports · 

and are so successful that large and small game soon disappear · 
. . . 

from _the vicinity of considerable and they fear 

not to 'make new settlements COnSisting only Of a fe\7 h'1:1ts- in 

the juneles most infested by wpd ·beasts. They are also 

ereatly addicted to· cock fightincr. They have periodical 

meets at· assigned places hundreds of fighting cocks· 

are !J_ollected; cruel steel spurs are used and the oombat 

is always "a the v:Lctillllal\vays becoming .the 

property of 'the owners of the victorious_ birds·. . They are 

i'o:nd of fishing also and some of them ·are expert in spearing 

large fish. The arms oi' the Kola are to this day what they 

were in the- day of the "Rama"(l r- the bow ani arrow and 

battle-axe. . The bow is simply a piece of bamboo and the 

string is C?f- the same material.. The war arrows have 

broad blades , doubly and trebly barbed ·but they make ,.them 

or all E!hapes; ·poison they do ... ·. 

was a further method of practised by t;he Hos as· 

noticed by Lieutenant Tickell," Assistant to the Agent:- · 

the quail when·the rice is cut., every. herdsman 

tending his cattle has his hawk on his wrist. I have 

frequently,_ returi'ling with an empty bag, .met parties of 

them with provoldrig bunches of dead quail in their 

· ·1-. · The Ramayana, one ·or .the SanskXi t epics describing the 
'Career of Rama 1 in 24,000 stanzas, date approx. 400-2008.0 • 

. ·2:. E_.T. Dalton J.S.A.D. 1866 1The'-Kols 1 p.l95 
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On these _occasions they would laugh heartily over the success 

_of their system· over mine, but generally end by offering me 

half their spoils. My retaliation .used to be with a nipe. 

These birds they confessed their hawks could not overtake. 11 (l) . 

. the Oraons Dalton noted both their physical and 

traits as follows a-

. 11The Oraons must be a-'3 a -very small race, not short 

·and squat, iike sone of ·the Indo-Chinese stock; but 8: well­

proportioned small race. The young men and women have light 

g-raceful figures and are as active as monkeys. Their 

. complexions are as a rule of the darkest; but if we take· ·as 

oUr type those who dwell in mixed communi-ties we find g-reat 

· variety ·in feature and colour. The young Oraons of both 

sexes are intensely fond of their persons with 

beads and brass ornaments. · The Oraon, I think·' less 

truthful, he is more given to·vagabond.isil\g' and wandering 
. . 

over the face of. the earth in search of he soon 

loses all the freshmss of· his charac.ter. He returns after 

an abse.nce of years, unimproved ;in appearance, mora given to 

drink and self-indulgence, less and truthful than 

before, with a bag of money that·is spent. 

Those who have never left their have fa:r more 

pleasing Dlan:ners .and .dispositions. that:} those who return to 

it after years spent in other parts_ of India or beyond the· 

seas. The fact is tha.y are no·t· an improvable people.·. 

They-are best seen in thelir wild state.;i(2 ) · 

In trying to portray the character. of the Mundas he turned to 

the Red Indians of North America for a comparison. 

1. S .R. Tickell J .A.S .B. 1840 Part ·2, ·P· 785 

2. E.T. Dalton J .A .s .B. 18.66. p.l97 •.. 
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"The Ho or Mundo.h has more of the dignity and rese.rve of 

the North American Indian, at least when he is sober. He 

appears to lass advantage when he is drunk and he is not 

infrequently in that At all festivals and · 

ceremonies, deep potations of rice beer are freely indulged 

in. by both sexes. . Inspired by this beverae;e the youne men 

. and girls dance tozether all day and half the night. But 

the dances are perfectly correct. As a rule the men are 

and· highly dec·orous their treatment of· the 

womens and the girls, ·though totally free from that prudery 

which secludes altogether or averts the head of a Hindu .or 

Mohammedan maiden when seen by a have ·a frank, open 
. . (1) 

·marmer, modest demeanour and womanly •" . 

One of ·the earliest of the Government· officers to w.rite about the 
. ' 

tribes who lived. on the southern edge of the Chota Nagpur plateau, 

Samuel Richard Tickell, (2 ) acted as 
1

Assistant to the . 

. Governor-General's Agent from 1837 to 1840. F.e described at 

·.length the physical charms of the Ho women \vi th w}J.om he came 

in contact ,_ 

"The women of the lowest. order go· about in a ·.disgusting state 

of nudity, wearing nothing a miserable, rag 

round the loins, at the same time their breasts am necks are 

loaded with immense bundles of bead necklaces of which · 

l!X9 extremely fond. They perform the duties in the 

fields,. digging, sh.ovelling, weedine, drawing and 

gettine in wood from the_ juneles. Constant exposure and· 

worl{ renders them prematurely shrivelled and. ugly; but the 

you.ng women and girls of. the. better . class are hoY1evar a 
. . 

exception. They are well and at. times -handsomely 

dressed' with a "tasteful proportion o.f ornaments .. without .. 

1. E. T. Dalton. J.A.S.B. 1866 'The Kols' pl96· 

2. For Lieutenant Tickell - Sao Appe11dix 2 p.xxxi. 
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·.the stupid shyness and false ·modesty thought proper MIOne' 

Hindu \7omen; they are and their manners, 

most pleasing in their looks, and d.oubly a·-\ 

fran.l<:: and confiding simplicity \vhich true innocence al lle; 1 
. . 

gives;. some fe\'t of them are very pretty al thoueh more 

rouehly cast-than Hindu girls. · Their open, happy · 

countenances, snowy white teeth, and figures 

remind om o{ Swiss eirls. Pratitution is quite· · 

Unknown amoJlB' them and no more restraint ·is. placed on 

females· than in our own . 

"The women apart, in a general ·assessment of the aborieinal.a 
' . 

vis-a-vis other races Dalton SY:Jllpathe.tically regarded their 

defects 

"It is. I. think true that the race· generally are duller of 

and more difficult to teach than Hindus or· 

Mohammedans, their anxiety to learn· and- won:lerful dilig-ence 

up ·for ·sllll8gishness of ... 

The consistent testimony of all types of observers shows ·that 

the attractiVe ·side ·of the aboriginal character is especially 

seen in· the· female sex. · During the last war General Sli·m, the 
. ' 

Bri.tish Commander of the 14th Army in Burma, carne to Ranchi to 

establish training camps for troops, and wrote as follows:-

1. 

2. 

"The aboriginal tribes of the· Ranchi plateau. were a friendly_ 

race of excellent physique. men made our roads and 

the women provided most of the labour for our camps. On 

. my first visit to a camp under construction I was startled 

.·to find, .-workin,s amonest the ·troops, ea!'WI of these 

cheerful girls .most .of whom -wore at all above the 

waist. I was more than a little apprehensive of the 

Lieutenant Tickell J .A .s .B-. 1840 Part 2, "The Hodesum 
(improperly called Colehan)" 

. . . 
Dalton· 'Descriptive Ethnology o£ Bengal' p.207.-



results of such a display of dusky but by no means unattractive 

femininity. .It says much for both parties, the girls and 'the 

soldiers, that there was practicnlly no trouble. of any 
Later. a Bihar rc:!giment was raised and when I inspected it in 

Burma where. it did well and complimented the men on their 

appearance, ana of thorn laughinely replied "Ah but Sahib, 

you should see our vtomenl" I told. him I had and admired 

them. A friendly cheerful, free who deserve to remain 
so."(l)i 

Dalton noted some further characteristics and -

"There is no more p.leasing trait amongst all these. tribes 

than their' ldndly affectionate manner one toward another. 

I never saw girls quarrelling and nave:J; heard them. abuse 

each other. They the most unspi teful Qf sex 

and the nion never» coarsely abuse and seldom speak harshly 

of a woman. A Kol girl's vocabulary is as free from bad 

and indecent abuse as a Dengalee1 s is full of it. 

It is said by some that· at the seasons of the great festivals 

amo:nest themnelves breaches of chastity are of frequent 

occurrence. It is, a.t ·all events ' a fact that illegitimate 

births are· ·rare. Out of.her own tribe Ho girl is hardly . 

ever known to. go astray, though from the .freedom allo\1ed her, 

and for a. tropical climate, the·ripe age at which she is 

likely to be sought ·in marriage, she must have to pass 

temptations 

He remarked on the practice of tattooing in vogue with. the Kol 

women-

"Girls vthen three or four years old receive three lines 

1. \'1. Slim. Defeat· into Victory. Abridged· Edition 
Cassell. 1962. p.ll7 •. 

2. E.T. Dalton J.A.S.D. 1666.p.l96f. 
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tattooed on the forehead and two on each temple, d:'our dots 

on the chin and one on the nose. It does not appear to be· 
. . 

connected \rl th any religious. custom·, nor is it applied ·with 
. . . 

any ceremony, nor . has i_t any pa.rticular· name_ or term in 

their own languaze. Some ·Mundah girls of Chota Na.e;pore 

have diffe:ront marks; those of· Sill€,hbhum have adopted the 

arrow." 

··with regard to this practice amongst boys he merely 

that 

: 

"Oraon are marked on the arm 'l"'hen children by rather a 
. (1) . 

severe ,?hich they consider manly to endure. it 

. . 
A unique institution in abori.ginal social life was the dormitory 

' .. 
system for boys ard giltls v1ho· i·n their own separate . 

bu:i1dings in the village and who themselves into clubs 

into which adolescents were initiated.· Roy to baing 

prejudiced and confesses that the ctistoms and practices of the 

Bachelors 1 dormitories (nhumkuria) amona;st. the ·,Oraons is ."an 

abomination which is of interest only as a surVival of savagery". 

He 'the institution is still a one· and "appears 

to be a genuine and unadultel'ated prod·uct primitive Oraon 
culture." (2) . . · .. 

Dalton had also obsel'ved this. institution regarded it more 

l. 

"It is well known that the girls often find their way to 

the bachelors' hall and fn some villages actually sleep . 

there. I not long ago sa'!". a 1dhumk.uria 1 in SirBUja 
. . ' 

village which boys and girls all slept every night. 

They themselves admitted the fact, the elders. of the 

ibid p.l77· 
.. 2 •. s .. c. Jloy 10raons 1 p.211 

Roy I Jlfund:as ·• p.385 
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village confirmed the fact to think that there 

was no in the arrangement. That it leads to 

promiscuous intercourse is . most indignantly denied, and it 

may be· that there is safety in but it must sadly 

blunt.all inate feelings of-delicacy. Yet Qraon 

eirls are modest in demeanour_; their manners gentle, 

from obscenity, and while hardly ever failing 

to present their husbands with a_pledge of love marriage, 

instances ·o-r illegitimate births .are rare, thoush they often 

remain unmarried for some years after maturity. 

and strong attachments betwee.n young coupl_es are common, 

but liaisons between bo;ys and eirls in the same· 

seldom e·nd in "(l) . . . . . 
o:J • • -

In origin the dorm:illbory sys·tem for both sexes was a useful 

. ·seminary· _for training· the in their social duties· towards 

the village community as we 11 as providing an im ti tution for 

maeico-religious observance connected with the village festivals 
. . 

and feasts. The dormitory VTas the hom for the boys and e;irls 

until the time of their marriage. (2 ) · . . 

Regardine the actual marriage arrangements noted -

"As a rule marriages are·not contracted until both the bride 

·and are of a. mature ae;e •.. "It is sometimes left 

to the parents to find wives for their sons, but the young 
. ' 

people have ample opportunity ·for.· studying_ each other's 

characters, love-nia.ldng and following the bent of their OWn 

1. E.T. Dalton 'Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal' p.248. 

2. Verrier Elwin in 1940 made. a .tour of the Oraon and Munda · · 
villages near Ranchi to inopect the buildings of ·the 
bache lora' and mai<lens 1 dormitories ; he €,'1 ves a very 
balanqed view. of institution which shows· mariy 

·parallels ·with those o.f the aboriginal tribes in Central 
. India. See V. Elwin. The Muria and their Ghotul. 
Oxford University Press. 1947• p.293-3QO. 
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: inclinationa, and it very often happens that plans contracted . 

. by the parents· are tratcd by the children. 

·· In Chota Nar:pur some ago the daughter of a Ma.nki \'78.S · · 

about Rs.36.but they are aradually adopting the 

custom Qf th,e Hindus and up the practice of .putting 

a price on them. The price· paid by the common people 

from Rs.l0-12. 

In Singhbhoom a p,'fanki will not take less than forty. head of . 

cattle for his daughter. The.price is.so hicrh that frequently 

marri·aee for ladies of good family" is put off until late in 

life. Sin;S"hbhoom is perhaps the only place in India ·whore 

old maids are There of them there 1" (l) . 

the disposition of the aboriginala and especially 
. . I 

regardil18' their truthfulness both Campbell and Dalton were in 

agreement. Dalton remarked :- . 

"The Hon are sensitive under abus;i.ve language that 

at reflects upon them, and may ·be and often are driven· 
" 

·to commit suicide by an angry If.a woman appears 
' . . 

mortified by anything that has been said, it is unsafe. to · 

... let. her go away again until s?e .been soothed.. The men 

a:re almost as _sensitive aa the women _and fu cannot' .o.ffend 

them more than by their .... · · 

Campbell this characteristi·c further -· 

"The Kolatian tribes are a simple industrious race are 

reputed to be . rema:,rlcably honest and truthful. Their 

country is healthy, and unlike most aboriginal tribes .in · 

rnos t parts of the world the'y seorn to be by no means dying 

out but ·multiply and suppiy the labour market.· Partly 

1. E.T. Dalton. J.A.S.B. 1866. pa7a. 

2. E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1860 
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on account of tJ;le. cheapness of in their country,· partly 

on account of tractable. disposi tio? and freed.oin ·from . 
. . . . 

caste and food they much SO'U,S'ht a.fter and. hic;hly 

prized as labourers. Many of them are settled in the service 

of Bengal indigo plantero, they are very well known as 

labourers. ·on the railways, roads and other works of Western 

.Bengal ·and the-y are nqw the favourite material for i'mmieration 
. .• "(l) . 

. 1. J. Campbe.ll op.cit.· P•34•· 
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·Tribal Religi;_O!!, 

· S .q. Roy _in his authoritative works on the Mumas and the Oraons 

de,otes secltions to. the religions of the· tr-ibes which deal largely 

·with the externals of relilP.ous practices such ·as festivals, 

dances. and the observance of ri tea connec.ted rii th (1) 

Rego.rdil\g the 1/iunda:l .am their beliefs, Roy IIIQrely claims that the 

designation of Ani_mism(2 )as applied to their religion to :he 

inaccurate, if .not a.otually a misnomer (though he declines to 

apeoify what Animism entails} 

1. S.C. Roy •.. Hundas P•467-490 Oraons p.l41-153· 

2. The term 1 Animism 1 Wll.'3 first used by Sir E .D. Tyler, (1832-1917 ) 
Profess or of 8nthropology in the trni vera i ty of Oxford, '·as a 

minimum definition of Religion, the belief in Spiri t.ual Dei_ngs' • 
Tylor further. elaborated the meamn,g of Animism as follo\'IS :- . . 

•irt is habitually found that the theory of Animism divides 
into two 8Tea:t. dogmas, formi:ng'pa.rt of one 
doctrine; fi:rSt, concernine; s.ouls of individual creatures, 
capable of continued existence. after or 
destruction of the body; second, concernillB' other spirits, 
upward to the rank of powerful :deities. Spiritual beings 
are held to affect and control the events of the material 
world and .man's life here and it being 
cons:ldered that the.y hold intercourse. with· men, and receive 
pleasure or displeasure from human actions, the belief fn 
their existence.leads natuxally, and it might almost be 
said inevitably, sooner or Ia.ter to active reverence and 
propitiation. . Thus Animism, in its full development 
includes the belief· in souls and in a future state, in. 
controlling deities and subordinate spirits, these . 
doctrines practically resul tine in some kind of worship. 
One great element of th:at moral element which 
among the higher nations forms· its most vi tal part; is 

indeed little represented in.the religion of thelower.races. 
It is not that these races have no moral senae·or.no moral 
standard, for both are stronzl.y marked among them, if not 
in formal precept, at least in·that traditional consensus 
of society which '-.e ·call public opinion, accordin.J to which· 
certain actions are held to be·good or bad, right or wrong. 
It is that the conjunction of ethics and Animistic 
philis ollby, so intimate and powerful in the higher culture 
seem scarcely yet to _ha'l{e in the "lower. 11 

E .n. Taylor. Prir.d ti ve Culture.. 2 Vols. Fourth Edition • 
.- ·John Murray. 1903. Vol. 1.. Pe424 .• 



.He gives an account ·of the and· 

includes deities whom he classes unde:r the following" :-

.1. HATU BOUGAKO. The presiding de:tties of the villaee who 

render aid in agriculture and hunting. 

··2 •· · ORA BONGAY.O. Household ·gods ·who are th:e deceased spirits 

of ancestors of linl.nda family and who 

are be lie ved to res ide in the. house in a ' 

s acl,'ed tabernaqle called · 1.Ading • .• 

Worship is· addressed to these types of deity by the head of 

each family or by the pries"t of the village; they·are known 

as MAIUTA-BONGAKO and are benevolent in intent. 

3. BANITA BONGAKO. Spirits malevolent to man who are the · 

of.persons who died 

a ·violent or llililB.tural death; they must be 

· 4• BURU 
IIO:R BONG A • 
NAGE ·IRA. 

ACIIRAEL BONGA. 

-propitiated by a special class of minister, 

the ghost-finder or wi tch-do_cto::r, who is 

frequently· not a 1\'fu.nda by race. 

Nature spir_its who reside h.ills ,·streams,· 

trees., groves and _who are considered 

generally to be \1911 disposed to man but 

also mischievous· in intent when offended. 

Protecting spirits of peculiar cla.nS., 

families, or classes of people, e.g. 

married women.(2 ) 

1. It Wa8 _Andrew Lang (1844-1912) who first drew attention to 
the. Supreme Beil'l8' or tribal All-Father amoll8'St aboriginal 
tribes. 

"We· shall show that cert.ain· low savages are as. monotheistic 
as some Christians. They have a Supreme Being, and the· 
'Distinc.tive attributes of Deity• are not· by them assigned 
to other further than as. Christianity assigns them 
to Aneela , Saints , the Devil; and, strange as it appears 
am9ng _savaees, to mediating Sons." 

A. Lang. The Making of .Religion. l.Qllt:,"'111ans Green & ·Co. 
1898• p.l81. 

2. S.C. Roy. Mund.as .P•467f 
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The chapter on Tribal Religion in the sympoJiurn -'Tribal· (l) 

written by J:Tirmal :Minz, a Christian Oro.on, is om of the first . 

of. wri tinz about tl-ie of of · 

l'Tau"'Pur by an a_uthor. Ilf.inz first d_eals \--d."th the 

Supreme Being knmm to the Oraons as Dharmes ani to the Mundas as 

Sing Bonea. Minz claims that anthropologists have sometimes 

argued thai in'"'tribal religion the 'High God' is remo"te, high in 

the sky, detached from the world and man's exist.(2 ) 

This Minz says is an error. Dharmes 1 the Supreme Being· of the 

Oraons, is an all-loving and all-merciful Father _who create.d the 

earth and the heaven. All · s.piri ts 1 men and demons live under 

1. Tribal Awakening. Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religfon and Society. Banealore. 1965. p.l22-137• 

I 

2. Compare E.O. James.. Prehistoric Religion. Thanes and Hudson 
1957· p.206f. 
"Andrew loa.ng called attention to tlte fact that so far from 
monotheism being the final product-of an evolutionary 
process, among such very primitive people as the Australian 
aborigines tribal Hie;h Gods, or are neither 

spirits, ghosts of the dead, nor departmental gods carried 
to t·he highest _power.· While. often they may stond aloof 
from everyday ·a-ffairs, they are the personification and. 
guardians ·of the tribal ethic. Having given the tribe· 
its laws artd instituted the·initiation rites for the purpose 
of inculcating rieht conduct in society, the of which . 
are handed on from generation to gereration in these solemn 
assemblies which they preside, they retired to. 

· . diznified seclusion in the skies. So transcendent 
these remote deities, in fac-t! 1 represe-nting the hicrhes t 

.express ion of supernatural power am \=till,' primeval ani 
beneficient, the auardians and givers o·f the social, ritual 
and moral· orders that Tylor and his dismissed them 
as importations o-f Christian missionaries. 

It has now been established, however, largely throue;h the 
indefatigible.resenrches of Pater Wilhelm Schmidt* and his 

· . · · collaborators, that they constitute a genuine feature of 
uncontaminated primitive religion.recurrent such 

· abo:i'iginal people as the nati va tribes of Aus_tralia, the 
Feugiana in South America, the Californian tribes in North' 
America, and certain nagritos and."other ne.groids in Africa 

. and e lse\vhere." 

*Father Wilhelm Schmidt. Roman Catholic Anthropologist. 
(1869-1954). ·.Professor in the University c.>f Vienna.-



his control and he holds the ultimate power of life and death. 

"Fire and rain - b_oth ·are in the hand of Dharmes" is an' Oraon . . 

-_proverb which illustrates ·this belief... Rezarding worship of 

the Supreme Being- in_ tin-.es of ac si.ckness or difficulty_ 

it is . not· custoinary, Minz says, to invoke Dharrites direct but at 

all important social and family occasions he is worshipped by 

appropriate sacrifices of e and white fowls , particularly at 

great events in, the life of the individual -birth, 

ma.rriaL,1'8, as ·also during seed-time, harvest, ard the feast of the 

first fruit. 

In severe crises wbether· personal,. natural or physfcal Dharrnes · 

. may be approached direct but is not made to him with 

· a view to appea9e him, ·s-ince it is not his nature to be dis­

pleased even by wrongs connni tted by JP,s children. .. The Oraons 

. believe that Dharmes· is the source of all law and 

power and he has a vi tal interest and. concern for those events in 

tribal life - both family and communal - which· ensure the well-

being, and prosperity of his children. He is not 

identified Yd th natural forces· or he. does not belof\Z' 

to ·the qlass of ·natural or human spirits; he is ·apart, 

and can _and g:i!ve lifo to anyone he 

Siilg Bonga the Supreme Beine reverenced by the 11'1Ul'ld.as ·has 

identical. attributes .'1 ) 

1. Tribal Awakening. p.123. 

.· 
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·-The Villaro;e Communi t;y_. 

·A community was comprised of 1hose families_ livina toeether 

ancestors had ·cleared the forests and made· the fields for 

the sovling of .crops. These were all free-holders of the larxl 

(Bhuinhars ). Village officials \vere the· head-man (I1nmdah ), \'lho · 

was "\;he president of. the village council, settled all disputes 

.about social. customs, and the priest (Pahan) who the 

village gods and spirits. · Followinc- the of alien land­

·lords in Chota Na3'pur ,· a third official who actcid as bailiff 

(Mahto) was elected, to assess and collect re11t from the villagers 

·and to represent the land-lord's interests. The custom of the 

head-man and priest being officers Wa:N 'Yidely thou.gh 

never universally observed. In many villages there were ·sub-clan_·. 

families who were craftsmen - basket-:weaver 
. . 

and · Though free from the 1·caste rules and prejudices of 

the Ilindus, the villasers observed amonest themselves their clan 

custom, one of· which was, that to eat or inter-marry wi. th members 

of a sub-clan invite excommunication from tribe.(l) 

Rice was the .. staple. ac.;ricul tural crop, w.i th mustard, 

surguja, pulses. Cattle, and goats were the 

domestic animals taken out. daily to gr_aze _except \7hm the former 

vmre needed for ploughing or·threshing. At night the_ animals 

were brought into the :·houses, :bei-ng kept in a reserved· part of 

the built-in verandah. Houses ·,·tare constructed of ba.keid mud 

bricks, roofed with thatch or tiles.. There YlaB a primitive 

communal oil press in each 

In each village was the burial ground (Sasan). where .the. dead were 

buried urrler hUg""S stone slabs after due ri tea had. been performed . . . 

by the pries·t. This burial grou.nd wa8 reserved for the 

1. S.C. Roy 10raons' p.66-79· 



descondants of the original families Who had first founded the 

villaze. Besides the eTave stores, monumental stones \7ere set 

up outside the villaJe to the memory of the men of note. They 

were fixed on an earthen plinth on w'lich, shaded by the pillar, 

the a-hosts of the deceased were supposed to sit. Close by was 

the sacred crrove of trees (Sarna) which represented the trees 

re:'lainine after the first clearing of the jUll8le had been 

completed. In the middle of the \7as the large open 

space (A1mra) where public meetin..,us were held and where the 

youna people danced. 

The Villaee and its Guardian Spirits· 

The life of the tribe, subdivided into clam and families has 

the villaee as its physical base. The conununity settled 

on the land cleared by the first ancestors is recarded as one 

sil'!Ble unit whose health and prosperity must be preserved and 

safeeua,rded. Guardian spirits of the villaa-e as well as evil 

spirits who m:Lght well disrupt· the life of the village· are the 

ever present supernatural forces with \'lhich the aboriginal 

tribesman lives from day to day. 

The Sacred Grove of trees- Sarna- left oriiinal clearers 

of the land is the abocla of the most important of these tutelary 

spirits - Chala Paccho or Jaber Buri -The Lady of the Grove. 

Ordinarily this spirit referred to familiarly as the 'Old La.d.y1 

ia believed to 1i ve in the winnowillff basket kept by the priest 

in his house. Sacrifices offered to her by the villaee priest 

in the sprinatime include fowls and eoats at the £estival called 

'Sarhul'. Her presence in the sacred erove is represented by 

a stone at the foot of a. Sal tree. The status of this benign 

spirit is that of Queen of the and she is respected 

she· has responaibili ty for the welfare of the 
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v-iJ.la:;e ::tnrl J.o'/0 and reverence her due; the :·,Jotive of 

pL1:.:s no pn.rt in the sacrificos 01' i'FO:rship o.f.fered to the· LJ.dy 

11he spirit who C"1Ln.rds botu:.darie::: r;l1 o is t11e 

nini.ater of th;) Lacly of the. Grove, actini· as her C"!f.W istant 

atte!" . .dant is .kno·;m as Dcrha. (l) This spirit mi.<.:Jt he carcfuJ.}.y 

pr8pitiated since b.o. physical and spiritual safety ·of tho vEl:::.:·= 

clepc:1ds upon this hi }1ly · and her correct 

treatmc:'lt. 

vil.la.:::;n and disease, ei?irl.er:tics anG. fe..ilu.:c·c f2·or.1 

outs icle '.'Jill iiwi.\de the CO!ilillU!1i ty • Gun.rdian spi:. ... i ts fJ."O:.I 

outsicle will invade the. ,r.llaee com;:mn:i_ ty. :Guardian spirits ·• C.: I 

the t.!'v.1 family a:n· woraen q.re, 1:.:-::o rer;-e.:rd.cd. as iJein::; 

ens il:r o.ffancled but a.z:e not con .. '1 ide red to be actue.l ntr:; of 

or disazter. 'l'hc 1:1otive .for propitiatin:: 

accordil"l;Z' to th.::: :·casonin.:;s of tho is that if not c;iven 

thei:' dues, th0 y will ne:;lect their office as cua.rdians, and. 

disaster .::ts a raatter of. course mll ensue to the vilJ.ac;e arrl its 

inhabitants • 

Villate •:!Glfo.re is thus g.rounded in the LJ..'1d which is p::.·otectecl 

by the spirits guard the villige boundaries a:;o.i:-;s t 

- ph;ysical and spiritual. The i'ihole of the na.till·al rmrld 

is of a part rrith this belief; hills aru:l rivers, vall·3;'f.S and 

strear:iS are thP. dw.1llinG places of spirits or do::t6ns dl of 

arc either well-disposed or ill-dL:;pcsed to man ard who -must 

therefore be ap")?roach13cl rr.L th respect. 

1. clair:JS that· a carved post. in t!1e centre of' the 
floo:!." represents this tutelary deity. J •• 

1866. Vol. 35 p.l88. 



The Cult· of the Ancestors 

All members of the tribe, clan or family \Vhet}).er ·a:live or dead 
. . 

are still as being one c?mmunity and the ancestors 

therefore are an integral part of village life. The village· 

burial ground is reserved !or·thosa-descendants of the original 

settlers who first cleared·the land, wherever they may happen· 

· to· die. Dalton noted .:-

"I do not know of any wh? are more careful ·in· regard 

to the disposal of their dead tp.an are tribes of whom I 

am ... (l) 

_The spirits of ·the ancestors are .offered a few grains of rice 

at each meal and. at al;.l ard re·stivals a portion of 

is reserved for them. In times of crisis the spirits of the 

ancestors . are ··.to come to the }?.elp of· the community. 
. . 

The livine and the dead are separated only in for!i-; for all 

other practical purposes they are held to be in relation­

ship with each other. The abili t.y to do to help' and to 

protect the community is the special duty of the ancestors, in 

return for ..,vhich· the·l;lvirl8" maintain them by daily offerin,2;s•· 

.There is thwi a stroncr contract basis ·to the belief in ancestor 

worsh:i,p .vthich· forms part of the corporat_e solidarity of tribal 

life. · 

Totemism and Taboos 

The· tribe is s-ubdivided into ··clans (Kili) and septa many of whom 

have a. totem which may be either an animal, fol'rl, fish, tree or 

plant. (t)· It is taboo for the -totem to be eaten. instances 

le E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1866. p.192. 

2. For a list of Oraon Totems see •oraons 1 p.325-327 
where he eriumerated 51 of them. Amonest the 1-liundas he 
classifies 36 tribes· and sub-tribes. S.c. Roy · 1I1fundas 1 · 

. ·p.402""!412. 
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a group of Mundas who refused to allow a Moha.rmnedari even to 

gr0\1 the plant vthich wa/3 their totem. (l) Minz hm•rever states 

that the clan totem may be eaten as a type or sacrificial meal, 

in which the spirit of·the totem is believed to renew ·to 

felloVIShip of the clan. The members of the clan may not. kill 

their own totem, consequently members of a different ·clan do 

· this for them. Totemism is a link between the human and. the 

natural world a further link with the spiritual since 

in this way the clan spirit is believed to protect hi13. children. 

while at the· same time the vi tal· force of the (2 ) 

· The clans are exogamous that is -·marriage is forbidden between 

members of the same clan or family. . It is the custom for a man 

to seek a bride from another clan and bring her to his home. 

The taboo on names is observed ·between a husband and his wife 

and regarding women in ge-neral. · Man and wife never mention 

their o_wn names to each other; in referring to each other the 

form - "the fa:ther - mother ·of so-and-so" used, and in 

ordinary social intercourSe a woman is known and referred to by_ 

the name of the village from which she her marriage. 

Si-ckmss and Its Cure 

Re-ference has already been made to the prevalence of disease as 
. . 

·one of the baneful factors in tril?al life. Dalton made. the 

following regarding.sickness and its causes and 

trea trnant - · 

"Next -to that which most .engrosses the mind of the 

Kol the belief in and fear of witchcraft. All disease 

1. S.c. Roy · 1Mund.as 1 p.-.406 
2. · 'Tribal Awakening' -p.l28 
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in men and women is attributed to one of two causes:- the 

wrath of some evil spirit who .has to be appeased, ··or the · . 
. . (1) 

spell ·of some witch or sorcerer who should be 

The office of medicine-man or doctor. (Daidh) is essential for the . 

of disease. Tho more powerful type of practitioner 

is believed to have a spirit or. aupert:tatural pol'rer as \7ell as a 

kno\vledge. of .sicknes.ses ·and how to treat. them. Ordinary. 

doctors are. people without this special power but who have a 
. . 

. knowledt,"e of herbs or use practical these often 

obtain the necessary expertise their patients from 

data they. assimilate in dreams·. ·Herbal remedies ore usually 

smeared on the affected part,· inhaled., drunk or. attached. to the 

body in the form of amulets. The nacessary spell to be given 

th the medicine is the esoteric part of the doctor's art, so . 

that even in ordinary rnatter.s the doctor is re,z-arded as .havirig 

power over some spiritual force. Herbal remedies fail more 

. often than not due to the dosage be inc; .entirely. arbitrary •. 

Since sickness to both man and beast is normally regarded as 

due .to evil spirits sent by witches the 

doctor's art is in many ways allied to that of wi tch-:-doctor •. 

The evil spirit. causing ·the disease must ·first be appea.s.ed 

before there is any hope· of the disease itself being- cured. 

Maijic and Witchcraft 

The of omens forms a basic part of all tribal actiyity so 

that tribal re+igion is by the fundamental 
,-, 

importance which it attributes to·witch craft, ·sorcery and the 

practice of black and white magic. 

1. E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. p.l83 • 
. l 
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Witchcraft. is the secret knoyrledee related to so.me· spirit pO\'ler 

acquired by special tra.ininJ. .It is usual for women to be 

professional witches; they are credited \'lith brineing "about 

disease ana death to individuals or to whole families; they 

make use· of the 'spirit bundle' - a. heterogeneous collectio_n 
. . 
of oddments 'l'rhich ,·men buried ne·a.r. a villa.c\'9 are believed .to 

bring disaster; they also use the magic arrow.to inflict 

on an intended victim; they concoct spells am by 
\.../ 

can chalJGO into a. .black cat or a. ·pigmie; . they also a type 

of 'witches sabbath' once a year. Wizards are the male 

counterpart of ,.,itches; th,ey possess 1;he power of the· evil eye 

and the evil mouth which can harm children, crops and animals; 

they are held to have a similar spirit. 

Witch-doctors or exorcists have the sec1·et knowledge ani- power 

to drive away from either place or persons evil. spirits by the 

use of incantations. 

· Da.l ton noted :-

"The Oraons in ·addi {on to .priest, whose business it is to 

offer sacrifices for the benefit of the community have recourse 

. t"o a pers.on. Called an 10jha I .\'lh.Om they COmul t regarding the 

proper spirit to be invoked and the of the sacrifice 

that is required of and \'lhose ."functions appear to bear 

a. strong resemblance to the 'medicine men' of. the African 
., (1) 

··tribes." 

The usual practice is for bribes ·in the ·form of ·material eood.s ,·to 
. . 

be given to the witch-doctor who in turn (while keeping the . . 
offerings for ·his own use ) makes them the bait ·to lure the . . 

spirit out of the· person· or place possessed. His influence is 

not perhaps .so harrnf'ul as that of the \vi tches .and wizards since 

1. ·E.T. Dalton J.A.S.B. 1866. P.l88. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































