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-Clifton Stockdale.

National and British Schools in Teesdale and
Teesside from 183%3 to 1870.

The aiméof this thesis is to show how National and British Schools
were eﬁ@bllshed in the Teesdale —Tessside region during the period.
1833 to 1870. Within the region at this time three different kinds
of community were evident due to the incidence of lead mining in
the dale, agriculture in the villages of the lower Tees valley
and industry in the towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough.
National and British Séhools which served the children of
the labouring poor were erected”partly from public funds which were
available through the Nétioﬁal and British and Foreign School
Societies and partly from financial help collected from local
sources. The survival of the educational Societies and the schools
which they helped to establish were matters for concern throughout
the period. Both depended upon the support of individuals who were
willing to subscribe personally or organise the collection of funds.
Examples of educational zeal within the region were most evident
anong Anglican incumbents and Quakers; certain members of the Pease
and Backhouse families were prominent educationists of the latter
persuasion.

Throughout the Voluntary period, natlonal and local
circumstances played their part in shaping the pattern of elementary
education which was provided for the children of the poorer classes.
Religious rivalry between Anglicans and Nonconformists, for example,
had its effect here as it had in other parts of the country. Locally,
other factors included the dominance of Teesdale by the London Lead
Company, the influence of the Church of England in the villages &and
the changing phases of industry which were peculiar to Teesside.

The decision to set up Voluntary Schools however, was
essentially only one aspect of the role of schools' promoters, they
also became involved in others. These included the administration of
building grants' and building standards, schools' curricula, child
employment and attendance and the selection of candidates for the
teaching profession.
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Introduction

During the early years of the nineteenth century some
attempts were made tco introduce into England a State
educational system designed to provide elementary
instruction for the children of the poorer classes. But
until 1870 such efforts proved abortive. In spite of this,
however, the promoters of Voluntary Schools did receive
assistance from the State and with the allocation of the
"first Government Grant for educational purposes in 1833
came the inevitable concern over its administration and the
introduction of other measures for improving the efficiency
of the increasing numbers of échools. It is possible that
these more immediaﬁe features of the Voluntary Period,
diverted for almost forty years, any pressure which might
have been applied towards the establishment of a State
system fully controlled by the Government.

Nevertheless, under the Voluntary System a great deal
was achieved by the time of the 1870 Iducation Act. Many
substantial schools were erected and teachers were provided
with the opportunity of gaining professional qualifications.
Meanwhile, it became evident that the Voluntary Societies

through which schools' promoters normally operated were unable
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to cope with the growing demsnd for schools, hence, there
were certain areas wherein little or no educational facility
was available. Indusbtrial centres were badly affected and
many towns, especially where new heavy industries were being

”

rapidly developed were'among the worst. In addition the

effects of thé nation's increasing vopulation were most

acutely felt in such communities. If the schools which

already existed could not, by reason of their limitations

influence the minds and manners of all the poorer class of

children then they were frequently destined to grow up in

ignorance among their squalid living conditions. It was

with some knowledge of such problems that Mr. W.E. Forster,

Vice-Fresident of the Education Department in 1368, sent

experienced inspectors to weport on the state of educetion

in certain of the country's largest cities. Birmingham,

Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester were visited by the

Inspectorate and it was found that less than one tenth of

the populaticn was in school. PMoreover, it was clear that

desvite the educational guidance provided by the Voluntary

Socileties there had resulted an uneven distribution of schools.
Py

This was very often due to either the poverty of local

(1)

communities in which cases there might be no schools, or to



sectarian rivalry which sometimes motivated promoters to
concentrate their efforts within certain areas.

The closing years of the 1860's not only saw the
inspection initiated by Forster, but also a re-presentation
of schemes similar to those of earlier educational reformers
such as Whitbread, Brougham and Roebuck. To the cry of
those early years were added the influence of the
Utilitarian Philosophy and the effects of challenging
scientific thought which was stimulated by Darwin.
Eventually, of course, other sources of social pressure were
created. PFor instance, the Representation of the People Act
of 1867 enfranchised a whole new section of the population
i.e. the lower middle classes and the working men of the
towns. By this time few people now considered it dangerous
to educate the poor in the basic elements of reading and
writing. Also.the Great Exhibition of 1851 and the Paris’
Exhibition of 1867 had made it very clear that foreign
craftsmen were rivalling those of Britain. Their excellence
was understood to be the result of the superior technical
education which was obtainable in Europe's industrial
countries such as Germany. However, in England, technical

education could be of little value to the labouring classes



until a reasonable degree of literate and numerate
proficiency had been inculcated.

Ackriowledgement of the deficiencies in the facilities
providing education for the poor, precipitated the
emergence of three important educational movements in the
years more or less immediately before 1870. The Manchester
Bducation Bill Committee in 1864, for instance, aimed at
improving the educational machinery of the country. To
this end they urged the Government to provide a system of
free, compulsory elementary education, which was to be
supported by local rates. Under this system school
management was to be at local level and existing schools
were to have a 'Conscience Clause' in order to override
once and for all the religious problem of the Voluntary
Period. DNext, the Birmingham Education League, formed from
the Birmingham Educational Aid Society which had been
established in 1867, showed that many parents could not
afford to pay school fees. This group therefore advocated
free elementary education. Lastly, the National Zducation
Union founded in 1869, supported the continustion and
development of schools on existing lines. Two of these

movements attracted the patronage of both Churchmen and



Nonconformists, whilst the very presence of the third,
indicated that there was still some feeling for a
conservative approach towards educational matters.

The divergent attitudes exhibited by the three movements
were, of course, representative of the nation as a whole.
Thus, the Education Act passed in 1870, was in many ways
necessarily a compromise, especially on religious grounds.
But its immediate aim was to fill the gaps yet unattended to
by the promoters of Voluntary Schools. To those places
where no school existed, a short period of grace was extended,
by the end of which, the Voluntary Bodies were to have made
good. local deficiencies. The establishment of the dual-system
was hereby confirmed. Denominational schools were to continue
along side the State's Board Schools in which the religious
problem was solved by the 'Cowper-Temple Clause'. This
measure enabled parents to withdraw their children from
religious instruction which in any case was undenominational in
character. The Board Schools provided the distinctive pattern
for future public education. Furthermore, from the
introduction of State controlled elementary schools, subseqguent
Education Acts seemed to favour a system which was undeniably

similar at least with respect to religious matters, to that



promoted during the early years of the nineteenth century
by those involved in founding schools on the principles of
the British and Foreign School Society.

Probably because English elementary education developed
rapidly after 1833, many of the historical accounts only
give a very general picture of the national situation.
Particular. aspects are repeatedly emphasised. For instance,
much credit for establishing schools seems to be attributed
to the activities of the National and British and Foreign
School Societies, whilst the usual brief mention of
instruction in the three R's might leave the impression
that educational innovation was unknown. On closer
examination however, the development of the Voluntary Schools'
System was very much the result of the personal commitment
of religious and industrial leaders which in turn gave rise
to considerable scholastic variety in some schools especially
in the North-East.

This thesis is the result of an expectation that from
the study in depth of a relatively small region, the specific
migﬁt in some ways contrast with the general. In anticipation
it is presently enough to suggest that vitally important

parts were played by both local personalities and social



conditions. Whatever the achievements or failures of the
System were, they contributed to the passing of the 1870 Act
and subsequently to the State's control of education. But
it must be remembered that from 183%3 the Voluntaryists
worked within the framework of national policy, striving to
do that which seemed expedient among the ignorant masses of
the labouring poor.

Educational promoters working in the Teesdale-Teesside
region collected funds, became engaged in correspondence,
completed obligatory forms and met and spoke in Committee.
Occasionally records of their activities were kept and
therefore currently form part of various collections. Such
available documentary material has been used in compiling
this account of the introduction and development of National
and British Schools throughout the defined region. It
remains true unfortunately, that the period between 1833 and
186% was neither entirely, nor carefully documented so far
as elementary educational institutions were concerned. This
was because it was not essential for schoolmasters or
managers to keep any form of record book. The daily writing
vp of log-books was however, institubed in 1865.l But,

. . . . . 2
public education drew "its life from many different sources"

1. B2Sturt, M. The Education of the People, p.2065,
2. Adamson, J.W. English Education, 1739-1902, p.1l.



in addition to those of local origin. Chiefly, the National
Society, the British and Foreign School Society and the
Education Department of the Government were involved.
Documents in the possession of the two major Societies,
together with the Minutes of the Committee of Council on
Education have provided much detailed informastion despite

" their incompleteness. Undoubtedly much material has been
lost or destroyedl over the years, yet in spite of this it
has been possible to build up a picture of the kind of
educational provision which was available for the children

of the labouring poor between the years 18%3 and 1870.

l. See Appendix N.
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Chapter 1.

Social and Economic Characteristics of the

Teesdale - Teesside Region.

The following discourse was conceived with the idea
of focussing attention on the development of National and
British Schools, and the kind of educational provisgion they
diffused within the prescribed region from the time of the
first Government Grant for educational purposes to the
introduction of State'schoois. Educational provision in
the Teesdale - Teesside region between 18%% and 1870 was, as
in other parts of the country partially dependent on what
had been achieved in the earlier years of the century and
also on progressive local and Governmental involwment which
brought into being many new schools. Throughout the
nineteenth century the benevolence of contemporary
"philanthropists formed a necessary ingredient of the entire
" business. Indeed, the contribution of local bgnefactors
was crucial to the growth of the Voluntary Schools' system.
In addition, social conditions and attitudes displayed by the

labouring classes and their employees were important factors
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which influenced the progress of the system.

The Teesdale - Teesside region is interesting in that
it presents the research student not only with contrasts
of l;fe and educational development between village and
town, but also with the unique situation apparent in the dale.
Apart from Middlesbrough, which formed as it does today
that sector of Teesside on the Yorkshire bank of the river,
this investigation concerns villages and towns which have
grown up along the north bank. It is important also to note
that these communities were within the extensive diocese of
Durham throughout which Bishop Barrington had fostered an
interest in elementary education during the years previous
to the period under examination.

Clearly, the region comprised three quite different
labouring categories during the greater part of the last
century. These were naturally determined by the occurrence
of local resources; +the hills of the upper dale were rich
in mineral deposits, especially lead, the lower lying
villages were surrounded by useful agricultural lands, whilst
the towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough became
the focal points of trade and engineering for the whole of

South Durham. Thus, lead-miners, farm-workers and industrial
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labourers formed the region's working classes, upon whose
harnessed energies, economic progress to a large extent
depended.

The nineteenth century represented sn era of change

which involved the re-deployment of many of the nation's
former agricultural employees during its early decades.
But most of the changes . which became apparent in the
North-East affected the towns much more than the villages.
The urban areas were becoming highly industrialised and
undoubtedly contributed to the improving economy of the
country. However, very little of the profits of industry
benefited the working classes because in nineteenth century
England, labour lacked organisation and consequently the
wages paid to labourers were kept low whilst the hours of
work were long.l Many people found themselves inescapably
caught up in the gathering momentum of the re-distribution
of the country's population which followed the Industrial
Revolution.

To the towns especially, came those who were attracted
by the prospects of a rnew way of life. In the North-East,
capitalists quickly expanded their business interests which

resulted in bringing large numbers of working men and their

D4,

£

1. Rich, E.E. The Educaticn Act 1870,
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-families to the area. The process of industrialisatiocon
therefore, was contributory to stimulating a movement of
the population which tended to cause "the centre of gravity
to shift from the south towards the lNorth of England, and
from the country to the town“.l Middlesbrough, for example,
seems to have been largely populated by migrants coming
from the scattered villages of Durham and North Yorkshire
and to a lesser extent by others from towns such as
Liverpool and ¥Nottingham; but immigrants also arrived from
countries abroad, especially from Germany and Ireland.2
Nany'of the new town-dwellers, perhaps for the first
time in their lives were released from their former
subordinate role in agricultural communities. Without the
pressure of conformity which they had previously endured
as part of village life, their newly acquired freedom was a
fertile medium for encouraging various forms of debasement
which constituted the source of certain educational problems

5

of the coming age. The North-East was perhaps exceptional

in this respect since a contemporary newspaper report
suggested that Durham County was reputed to be the most
drunken county in England until the mid 1850's. " Yet,

Voluntary education was frequently pioneered under such

. Dobgs, A.E. Education and Social Movements, 1700-1850,

p.127.

Census Returns 1851. Middlesbrough, Micro-film version.
Dobbs, A.E. op.cit., p.151.

Pease File. A collection of miscellaneous papers and cuttings
held at the Northern Echo Office, Darlington. Darlington &
Stockton Times, newspaper cutting, undated.

FWn =
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conditions.

Before embarking on the detailed examination of the
development'and organisation of the region's National and
British Schools it will be helpful to understand something
of local conditions and typical social characteristics of
the people, since it is against these that the work and
achievements of educationsl pioneers shall be considered.

Already it has been established that the social and
industrial changes which took place led to the formation of
the important Teesdale-Teesside regional unit. DBut in spite
of the many specialised industries which were gradually
developed, the retention of much of the region's former
agricultural foundation was important in forming village
communities. Some of the new industries however, did partially
displace farming as the general way of life; thus coalmining,
lead mining, shipbuilding, railway engineering and iron making
became the baéis of the region's economy. Necessarily, the
products of most of these indusfries had to be transported
to Teesside to the trading ports of Stockton and Middlesbrough
which in turn established communication between Harwood in
upper Teesdale and the coast. The beriod from 1825 to 1870,

was one of remarkable industrial activity, bringing prosperity
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to the whole Teegside area, but this prosperity invited the
need for educating the rapidly increasing masses, whilst
schools were frequently looked upon as the panacea for the

ills of evolving communities. I

3

» order to appreciate some
of the problems which faced those who chose to promote
educational facilities, the three social areas which made up

the region shall now be reviewed.

Teesdale.

This remote district was described as a “wild country"l
by a practising nineteenth century schoolmaster. He referred
of course to 1its geographical nature. The upper limits of the
dale being confined by hills of the order of 2000 feet were
isolated from the rest of South Durham because of difficulties
in communiqation. Therefore there was a tendency for the
dalé's people to exist as a particularly well defined social
unit. Their common bond was further strengthened by the fact
that the lives of most people in Teesdale were dominated by
the leadmining industry. .

| The.extraction of lead ore probably originated in Roman
times,2 but it was in the nineteenth century that the industry

flourished at its greatest height, uniting those involved

1. Log Book, Forest of Teesdale Boys' School, 1861-
incomplete book; - — . remark from Preface.
2. F. Whellan & Co., History etc. of Durham, p.1l25.



under the terms of a comprehensive sociai welfare scheme
introduced by the London Lead Company. Strict regulations.
ordered the lives of all concerned with the Company, but the
required pattern of behaviour, normally brought cqmplementary
benefits unknown in most other parts of the country. Medical
staff for example, were provided to care for the miners and
their families, and schools, libraries and recreational
facilities of diverse types were considered to be of value.l
These welfare provisions however, depended on the acceptance
of certain obligatory regulations. For instance, the miners'
children not only had to attend school regularly but slso a
"place of worship each week".2 The effectiveness of such
impositions was "strikingly apparent in the general decorum

n?

and good behaviour of the employees and their dependants.
Besides, the evangelistic appeal of Fethodism and the
"puritan spirit"L'L it encouraged here, probably determined
within the dale's people, an amicable nature which was
useful in helping to develop the Lead Company's economic
efficiency.

The hamlets of Teesdale by 183%% had been extended into

villages, but from that time, population changes were

Reistrick, A. Two Centuries of Industrial Welfare, p.22.
Ibid., p.59.

Ibid., p+31.

Hunt, C.J. The Lead Mines of the WHorthern Pennines etc.,
p.215.

FOwnoH-
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relatively slight; since the peak for the entire district
had been reached in 1815.l For example, the population of
Egglestone decreased from 62% to ©17 persons between the years
18512 and 1841,3 whilst in 18514 a slight increase was
recorded showing it to be 636, The only exception was at
Middleton-in-Teesdale where the population increased very
slowly from 1824 persons in 18515 to 2,266 in 18716 because
it was here that the Lead Company made its most outstanding
contribution to both society and the lead mining industry.
Ultimately the village became the Company's office centre
when in 183%% assay offices and laboratories were built where
ores could be analysed.7

Besides being the hub of the Company's administration, the
provision of good living quarters at Middleton also formed part
of the Company's social policj. It is probable that these were
compeﬁsatory for the bad working conditions erndured by miners
whils®t confined to the weekly lodgings at the mines' 'shops’
which were -again provided by the Company. The system of 'shops'
enabled them to remain at the remote mines in the surrounding
hills, thus eliminating daily travelling which was éspecially
difficult during the winter months.

lMeanwhile, Barnard Casstle, by virtue of its position

. Ibid., p.2l.

Census Rebturns 1831.

Ibid., 1841.

Ibid., 1851.

Ibid., 18%1.

. Ibida., 1871.

Raistrick, A. op.cit., p.63.

N oUW
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at the lower end of the dale and having the convenience of
railway transport became_the important market town of

Teesdale despite the presence of the weekly market at
Middleton. Furthermore, Barnard Castle was not subject to the
dominance of the London Lead Company, and therefore, reflected
a different social spirit.

Industries of this nineteenth century community were
diverse and included dyeing, flax spinning, carpet
manufacturing and the manufacture of shoe thread.l The
population in 18512 was 4,430 persons, the msjority of whom
were employed in agriculture and the above named small
manufacturing trades of the town. Many of the houses were

3

occupied by the "working classes", whilst much of the property
belonged to the local farmers. The period between 1831 and
1871 was one of stability since population changes were slight,
for example, in 1841, 4,452 people were included in the Census
Return and even by 1861 there were only 4,4’77.4 Up to about
1850 however, and in spite of the.relatively stable community,
it seems that not only were the inhabitants "hostile and -
indifferent to the teaching of the Church,"5 but they wére

also of "low moral standard" which was apparently due to

. _ . . . 6
widespread "ignorance and want of education."” But by the

Fordyce, W. The History etc. of Durham, Vol. 11. pp.34-55,
Census Returns 1831.

Fordyce, W. op.cit., p.18.

Census Returns 1841 and 1861.

N.S. Barnard Castle File, letter from incumbent, dated
21lst June 1348.

Teesdale Mercury, dated 27th lMar. 1867.

[V IS
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1860's the desire to have their children educated had gained
acceptance.among the parents of the town's working class
socliety.

The fact that this small market town seems to have
remained largely uninfluenced by the ordered ethos of the
neigﬁbouring dalé throughout the.nineteenth century, was
probably because the working members of the community were
occupied in diversified labouring situations. Since only
part of the local population was employed in farming, a wedge
was introduced into what otherwise might have been a
traditional agricultural community. Thus, the local
allegiance of the labourers was never totally assigned to the
landownersj and hence, the Establishment could not enjoy a
position of complete authority. Again, the overt antagonism
towards the Establishment was possibly a bid for some degree
of tolerance especially with regard to religion. Suéh
tolerance was, of course, being accepted in the comparatively
larger bowns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough where
the various Nonconformist denominations. were gaining ground.l
The fact that a British School was established here shows
that a bid was made to provide alternative educational

facilities for Nonconformist children._

1. See Chapter 4. pp.80 - &1,
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The Villages

A further contrasting situation prevailed in the
agricultural communities which existed between Barnard
Castle and Middlesbrough. Generally, the villages were the
residential centres of relatively small parishes, which had
grown around an existing Established Church. The inhabitants
of these villages 4did not owe allegiance to a common employer
as was the case in the dale, but rather to a select few who
were generally the local landowners. Yet, a high degree.of
individuality was.preserved within the communities, due
perhaps to the demands made by an agricultural way of life,
and.also to the fact that village societies were centred
around the parish churches.

In most of the villages standing on the north bank of the
Tees between the market town of Barnard Castle and the port
of Middlesbrough, population changes between 1831 and 1871
. were again relatively small. Tor example, the Census Returns
-for each decade from 18%1 to 1871 for Winston were, 327, 293,
301, 342 and 336 persons.t Piercebridge, illustrating
similar stability returned 278, 224, 235, 211 and 253,°
persons over the same period. There were however,

fluctuations of population in certain villages, but these were

1. Census Returns. 1831 - 1871,
2. Ibid.



not without explanation. lurworth for instance, in 1831l had

1,017 persons but in 18412 the number had increased to 1,23%5.
This expansion was temporary, since by 18515 the number had
fallen to 1,154 when labourers who had been working on the
North of Engiand Railway4 line moved away. Thus, in common
with Teesdale the lower lying villages had population
stability for most of the ceﬁtury. Also it seems that these
small communities had their own Jjoiners, bricklayers, tailors
and so on which enabled them to be more or less self-
supporting. For example, the village of Norton included in
its population in 1851,5 tannery workers, bricklayers and
Jjoiners etc.

Probably by the middle of the century much of the
agricultural produce of the villages was consumed by the
people of the growing towns of Darlington, Stockton and
Middlesbrough, but some was sent further afield as local
communications developed. This was shown to be true in
184% when the "butter wives"6 of the Barnard Castle area
were able to export their produce to London, due to the
facilities offered by the railways. Perhaps this'indicates
that the production of agricultural commodities was of

importance as an 'industry' in South Durham, but

Ibid., 1831.

Tbid., 1841.

Ibid., 1851.

Tordyce, W. Vol.l. op.cit., p.499.

Ibvid., Vol.ll. p.204.

Durham County Local History Society, Bulletin Ho.ll;
Nov. 1969, article by D. Wilcock, p.41l.
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undoubtedly its importance was progressively overshadowed

by the development of the iron-age industries which ultimately
dominated the Darlington-Teesside area. Nevertheless, in the
villages where communitieé remained tightly knit, the Church

of ¥ngland dominated the educational scene and the traditional
way of life was ‘hardly affected throughout the period. On the
other hand the-way of life typical of towns was more or less
contained within the region's centrés of industry. And it

has been shown that population increases on a large scale,
which might have introduced new thought into the village
situation did not generally occur. Only in those rural
districts surrounding Teesside which were affected by
industrial development were there any signs of the changes
brought about by industrialisation. The village of Norton

was one example which like Hurworth not only became a temporary
home for the men constructing the North-Eastern Railwayl but
also the site for the development of iron found:xries in 1855.2
During the same period there was a steady, if not at times,
rapid increase in population.in the towns as labourers and

their families arrived to seek employment.
The Towns

The Durham coalfield was the chief factor in stimulating

1. Fordyce, W. Vol.ll. op.cit., p.204,
2. Whellan & Co., ov.cit., p.705.
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the incidence of those industries which were to become new
'ways of life' for the growing numbers of inhabitants in
Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough. Rapid industrial
progress involved the development of railway systems which
afforded a revolutionary, economic and time saving means of
transporting goods and minerals. Thus, by the early 1830's
South Durham became "the great theatre of practical operations
on railways"l which demonstrated the importance of good
communications for trade énd prosperity. By 1831, and in
consequence of the exportation of coals from the Durham
coalfield the port of Stockton had become a growth area.
At-that time the town's population was 7,765.2 By 18515 it
was 10,172 and by 18’714 it had more than doubled again to
28,021 persons. Of course, the port had,'in the early years
of the century been ideally situated to carry on trade with
the continental countries having become a honding port in
1815, and a warehousing centre in 18}32.5 Until 1851 this

was the only port on the river, and it was here that the
Darlingtdn and Stockton Railway Company erected five coal
staithes to deal with the export of that particular mineral.6
But exports outstripped facilities7 at the port so that the

promoters of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Company were

Tomlinson, W.W. The North Eastern Railway - Its Rise and
Development, p.llG.

Census Returns 1831.

Ibid., 1851.

Ibid., 13871.

Fordyce, W. Vol.1l op.cit., p.196.

Ibid., p.194,

Ibid.
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faced with the increasing problem of providing more adeguate
docks. Such limitations could easily have presented a
serious setback to the economy of both the coal industry and
the Railway Company, therefore in 1829, the railway promoters,
among whom were Ldward and Joseph Pease, purchased and
developed the Middlesbrough Estate. As a result of their
action the railway line was extended to the deep water
facilities at Middlesbrough in 1831.%
The possibility of obtaining employment in Middlesbrough
during this period was good, and the labouring poor were
attracted to the town from the outset. Workmen seeking
prospects arrived, and without any hope of finding a billet,
they constructed "sod huts of the mud and wattle variety"“
in which they lived before the first permanent house was built
in West Street in 1830.5 At this time Middlesbrough was of
insignificant provortions compared to Stockton, indeed the
latter held the position of being the 'nerve centre' of
Teesside. Darlingbton was not yet involved in the heavy
manufacturing industries related to railway operations. However,
it was obviously a potential railway terminus because branch
lines from lMiddlesbrough, Weardale and Barnard Castle

converged on the town.

1. The Diaries of Edward Pease, ».%77.
2. F. Lillie, W. The History of hlddlesbrou?h, DPe5.
3, Ibid.
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Up to 1850 neither Stockton nor Middlesbrough were
engineering centres and throughout the first half of the
century Stockton held its traditional position as the main
port of the Tees. Indeed, the chief trade of the town was
that of wooden shipbuilding,l whilst the weekly market dealt
largely with the agricultural produce of the villages.
Shipping Trade increased during this period, its rate being
reflected by the fact that in 183%6, the port owned one
hundred and twenty six vessels, and two hundred and sevenly
two by 1840.2 But despite the apparent health of business
and commerce in Stockton, the developing port facilities of
Middlesbrough introduced a considerable threat to its
supremacy even during the pre-industrial years.

From 1831 to 1861 Stockton experienced a steady increase
in population, but it never exceeded the growth rate which
was taking place at Darlington and which ultimétely took place
at Middlesbrough. Certain similarities however, existed
between nineteenth century Stockton, Darlington and FMiddlesbrough.
For example, in the early years of the century, Stockton
comprised only one parish, which was that of St. Thomas a

Beckett.5 This was also the case in the other two towns, where

formerly only one parish existed. In Stockton additional

., Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.717. .
Richmond, T. The Local Records of Stockton etc., pp.l86-7.
. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.719.
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parishes were created as the town became more populous,
resulting in a total of three ecclesiastical districts by
1870, Similarly Darlington and Middlesbrough developed
ecclesiastically over the years. But apparently there was
not the extent of squalor existing in SBtockton as there was
in Darlington at the same time. Perhaps this was due to the
majority of the labouring classes being employed in stable
trades. It seems that many were occupied in the wholesale
grocery establishments, wines and spirits establishments, or
as Jjoiners, painters, weavers and sailors.l These trades
moreover, probably made a good number of apprenticeships
available, which in turn, perhaps determined to 2 large extent
the course of the development of elementary education.
Throughout most of the century educational promotion here was
never of the order of that taking place in Darlington. In
fact, as has already been mentioned, Stockton was destined
to become the .least important of the three towns linked by
rail and river. Meanwhile, the development of Middlesbrough
presented the greatest challenge to the supremacy of
Teesside's first port.

Here small industries gradually developed, the first being

the Middlesbrough Pottery in 18342 when the population was only

l. Richmond, T. op.cit., p.l64,
2. ILillie, W. op.cit., p.65.
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of the order of 154 persons.l The majority of these were of
the labouring poor class, many of whom had succumbed to the
prevailing debasing influences of the day, therefore by 183%7
the new town was "noted not for its religious worship and
temperance, but for its drunkenness.”2 Probably the main
cause of debasement was the poverty which existed among the
"ousy mul‘bitude"5 of the labouring poor who continually
arrived to find employment. In this new community of people
who éame from differing backgrounds there was little
tradition. which might have been an influence towards social
orderliness: Middlesbrough had to wait for the gradual
introduction of stabilising factors.

Irrespective however, of social problems, the
Middlesbrough Owners had invested for the future in the blesk
marsh land at the mouth of the Tees estuary. Progressively,
other trades were introduced into the town when breadmakers,
shopkeepers, salilmakers, bricklayers, a solicitor's clerk,
accountant, druggist, pilot and master mariner4 were
represented among the people. It was noted earlier too, that
the population was to increase rapidly and this happened
especially after the introduction of the iron industry.

In some ways it was perhaps fortunate that the concept

Census Returns 1831.
Lillie, W. op.cit., p.65.
Ibid., p.68.

Ibid. .
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of the Middlesbrough project was largely in the hands of the
Quaker businessmen who directed affsairs from Darlington.
These men were at least aware of the educational needs of the
labouring poor as indeed shall be demonstrated by their
generosity towards the establishment of schools. In this
new town they introduced what was to become a most successful
example of EBritish School education.

Also during the early. 1830's the manners of many members
of the working classes were often reformed as a result of
Nonconformists preaching the Christian Gospel. For instance,

the lMethodists brought their simple message at the first sign

[=de

of industrial development and engaged in evangelical preaching

1 Methodism with

under the coal-staithes as early as 18283.
its preaching of temperance and puritan ideals made its impact
just as it had done in Teesdale, and by 18582 this
denomination had erected the town's first permanent church
building. Following the lMethodists, came the |
Congregationalists who established their place of worship in
18%9. And by the end of the 1840's the Baptists, the
Established Church, the Roman Catholics and the Bociety of
Friends,5 had their own places of. worship which showed that

common meeting places were being established for the people.

1. Ibid., p.84.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., pp. 85-87.
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Besides these religious institutions, however, secular
organisations were beginning to appéar too, and a lechanics’!

Institute was founded in 1840.71

But in spite of such
corporate activifies, there was seemingly some reluctance on
the part of the Anglicans to introduce schools for the
education of poor children. This attitude was prevalent
until 1860.

The importance of Middlesbrough as an engineering port
dates from the time when the engineering trade was pioneered
in 1841 by the Bolckow and Vaughan partnership.2 I'rom that
vear lMiddlesbrough became the centre for producing the
mechanical apparatus for use on the railways. The fact that
industrial expansion was taking place was illustrated by the
subsequent population increase; +the Census Return for 18L'rl5
was 5,46% persons - an increase of more than five thousand
over the previous decade. Stockton, on the other hand,
attracted just slightly more than two thousand of the seven
thousand persons who migrated to the area. Its decline over
the next decade was demonstrated by a population increase of
only little in excess of one thousand, while Middlesbrough
increased by more than two thousand. From this contrasting

situation it is clear that Stockton was beginning to be of

1. Ibid., p.265.
2. Ibid., p.70.
3. Census Returns 1841,
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secondary impoftance as a potential industrial centre and port.
The fact that Middlesbrough did become of industrial
importance, was probably wholly due to the activities of
Bolckow and Vaughan who had erected iron smelting furnaces in
1846 at Witton.Parkl because they believed that iron-ore
could be obtained as a by-product from the Durham collieries.
However, it was found that the ore for those furnaces had to
be imported until iron stone was discovered in 1850 at Eston2
in the Cleveland Hills. The availability of this local iron
stone and coke ensured the progress of the industry and
marked the beginning of a new era for the town and port.
Consequently, iron works were bullt at Eston in 1852.,-75 and
the consolidation of the iron industry on Teesside was begun.
Initially, six furnaces erployed three hundred men but four
more furnaces were set up in 1855 at Middlesbrough in order
to keep pace with the demand for iron. Later, other firmé
vere invited to bﬁild furnaces for Bolckow and Vaughan, for
instance, in 1856, Gilks, Wilson and Lea%ham4 erected three
more bhlast furnaces in Middlesbrough so that by 1859 there were
thirty two in the district producing iron for export to France,

>

Holland, Germany and Russia. Significantly, when the 1861

. . ' G"
Census TFigures were returned the town had now grown to 18,962

Lillie, W. op.cit., p.96.
Ibid., p.97.

Ibid., p.97.

Ibid., p.98.

Ivid., p.1l00.

Census Returns 1861.
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persons, many of. whom were employed in the production of ifon.
Numerically Middlesbrough now exceeded Stockton by some 5,000
persons. The latter was clearly displaced as the industrial
port of the Tees, but legally Middlesbrough was yet a
sub-port, boasting only a branch of the Stockton Customns
House. In spite of this however, exports from Middlesbrough
in 1860 were valued at £284,030, whilst from Stockton,
shipping business for the same year was valued at only

£14,218. 7

In 1861 therefore, the town was "constituted as a
port,"2 thus gaining official acknowledgement.

During this period of industrial development in
[Middlesbrough, Stockton had modernised its shipbuilding
industry by introducing the utilisation of iron in place of
wood. It was of course, inevitable that iron ships would
replace wooden vessels, hence, the first iron shin to be
bulilt on the Tees was launched here in 1854.5 But not to be
outdone, Middlesbrough entered the competitive shipbuilding
industry when Rake, Kimber & Co. built the first iron vessel
there in 1858,4 Between 1860 and 1870 this industry became
as highly developed and successful as that of iron making.
In the meantime the population still continued to rise owing to

"o

"great industrial activity and more than doubled itself

Iillie, W. op.cit., ».130.
Ibid., p.31.

Richmond, T. op.cit., p.222.
Lillie, W. op.cit., p.104,
Ibid., p.1lO4.
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between 1860 and 1870, indeed, by 1871 the total number of
inhabitants was 40,000. It was during this decade that

much had to be done for the education of poor children since
hitherto their schooling had been largely neglected.

Finally, Darlington expanded rapidly from 1831, due
initially to increased trading and later to the development of
railway and engineering industries.l As in Stockton and
rMiddlesbrough, the growth areas of the town were gradually
formed into new parishes, where certain members of society
became responsible for educational provision as well as for
other aspects of pafochial welfare.

Originally the town evolved around the markets of Tubwell
Row, High Row and Bondgate.2 Families inhabited the many
vards and courts which opened on to the main street. The
names given to the yards, for example, Weaver's Yard, Salt Yard
and Pipe Yard,5 were vsually indicative of the occupations of
the dwellers. Throughout most of the nineteenth century these
yvards were squalid places because peoprle, pigs, middens and
wells were to be found in the confiined areas of habitation.
Diseases such as typhus and smallpox were prevalent, whilst the
death rate was of the order of 29 per ZL,OOO.'4 Such were the

living conditions endured by the working classes of the ancient

See later in Chapter p.34%. and also Chapter 5. v.110,
Nicholson, C.P. Those EBoys Q' Bondgate, p.73.

Ibid., p.74.

Ibid.
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parish Qf St. Cuthbert which had been founded for more than
six hundred years by 183G, when the next ecclesiastical
district was formed.

Before Darlington became an engineering centre i.e. not
until the 1850's, it was generally noted for the manufacture
of woollen goods.1 Hence, textile manufacturing in its
various branches formed the largest group of related trades,
Peaée and Company being the largest employers of labour.
Cattle dealing was also well established in the markets of
Tubwell Row, High Row and Bondgaﬁe and other markets and fairs
traded in- the produce of the existing thirty butcheries and
twenty four slaughter houses.2 Initially, the expansion of
the town was due'to the success of the textile manufacturing
mills. The first growth point resulted in the development of
dwelling houses on the road which led towards the village of
Cockefton. In 18%6 a new parish was created here to serve a
community of "manufacturing em.ployees."5 In 1846, and
complementary to the development of the railway terminus, the
town expanded on the east side of the Skerne becoming a "most
populous colony."l+ Its inhabitants were described by the
local incumbent as being mainly employed in the manufacturing

-
trades or as railway employees.) The Forge, the first of the

Fordyce, W. Vol.l. op.cit., p.479.

Ibid., p.488.

Apo.F.Holy Trinity Lauzonal School, Darlington, Dated

5th T1ebruary, 1845,

Longstaffe, W.H.D. The History etc., of Darlington, p.247.
App.?.St. John's Wational School, Darlington, dated

7th Sept. 1846.
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heavy industries was established in 1854 but it was only on
a very small scale.T But coincidental with the establishment
of the Locomotive Shop in the North Road in 1865,2 was the
greatest expansion of the population. Thus, during the
decade 18615 to 18'714 the number of inhabitants in the town
increased from 16,762 to 30,298 persons, rany of whom were
children belonging to the labouring poor and who required
educational facilities.

Darlington was now principally a 'railway town', having
effectively claimed the business of railway engineering from
Middlesbrough. The consolidation of all things concerned with
this form of conveyance at Darlington, was probably due to it
being the operational centre of the North-Eastern Railway

System, which in 1865,5

incorporated into the Company, the small,
but original, Stockton and Darlington Railway Company.

This introductory sufvey of Darlington, Stockton and
Fiddlesbrough, has illustrated what wés happening iﬁdustrially
and socially in the towns of the region. Without sufficient

parochial oversignt plus the arrival of immigrants into the

new industrial societies, it was clear that the old traditional

(0]

ystem and ideas were destined to crumble. Also, as was

discussed earlier in the Chapter, there was little attempt to

. Nicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.54.
. Ibid.
. Census Returns 1861.

Ibid. 871, .
F. Whéliaz & Co. op.cit., p.454,
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control attendant debasing influences in the early years of
the century. |

It has been shown however, that most of the contemporary
denominations of the dissenting church were represented among
the people. For example, thé Catholic population of Stockton in
1852 was between 800-900 and in the same year there were
between 900-1,000 Catholicé in Darlington.l And evangelical
Methodists, seeing the 'fields - white already to harvest',
had arrived early to such areas of growth as Middlesbrough.
They were not unsuécessful evangelists of Nonconformity
because as a result of their work more educational provision
was made available either in Sunday-School or day school. Yet
in the main, the most effective means of elementary educatioﬁ
were to be established through the auspices of the Hational
and British Societies.

Throughout the nineteenth century there was a growing
need for a vocational education, especially when men were
beginning to control machines in the industrial centres. The
advent of the Mechanics' Institutes and the fact that in
Darlington, pupils of the Skinnergate British School were
actively encouraged to attend the one in the town demonstrated

2
an urge for more than just a basic education. But first of

l. Heyes, J.F. Roman Cetholic Education in County Durhan,
1580-1870, p.234,
2. BSee Chapter 8, p. 170G,
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all the facilities for providing the basic essentials of
knowledge had to be extended to the majority of the people
in the villages as well as in the towns. Since such
educational privileges were controlled largely by the
NHational and British and Foreign School Societies, the part
pléyed by these organisations shall be discussed in the

following Chapter.
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Chapter 2.

The Role of the National and British and Foreign

School Societies in the Voluntary School System.

¥rom the time of the foundation of the Christian Church
in England, education and religious teaching have been held
in close association.l This relationship persisted until
the State system of schools was introduced-in 1870 deépite
the religious conflicts which from time to time existed
between the Established Church and dissenters, and which
moreover, entered into the educationzl arrangements of the
Voluntary Peried. But any differences that there were between
supporters of the Establishment and those of Nonconformity had
to be resolved in the long run, because in 183% the Voluntary
Schools' System was given the Government's confirmation when
public funds were allocated to the Church of England National
Society and'thé Nonconformist British and Foreign School
Society for distribution.
In the_previous Chapter it was shown that during_the
nineteenth century new communities were rapidly being born
especially in the towns of Teesside. But because debasing

social conditions affected many of the working classes some

ll RiCh, EoEo Op.Cit- [y po 56-
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means of bringing discipline to the masses had to be
conceived. Of course, the situation in the North-East was
not unique, indeed, throughout the country similar conditions
were prevalent due to the effects of industrialisation.

Above all it was realised that something must be done
for the labouring poor, but generally there were only the
voluntary organisations which had concern for their welfare.
Accordingly, there was much scope for the Voluntaryists
because of a need for relief on many fronts. This gave rise
to the formation of numerous societies which tried to deal
with the problems of the period. For example, an Education
and Clothing Society gave clothes to wretched children and
sent them to school,1 and the Society for Bettering the
Conditions and Increasing the Comforts of the Poor, together
with other groups, were aware of some of the causes of social
distress. The incidence of such societies showed that the
labouring poor classes had little hope of organising themselves
to fight for improved conditions whilst for elementary education,
they could only await the aid of voluntary effort.

Some attempts had been made to educate the children of
the poor in the eighteenth century; +the Charity School and

the Sunday School Movements had both contributed; but

1. Jarman, T.L. Landmarks in the History of Education, p.247.
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Bell and Lancaster in the early nineteenth century introduced
systems which provided the means whereby most poor children
were eventually given the opportunity of elementary instruction.
But because they were of differing religious persuasion their
efforts became confined to their'representative Societies.
Hence, the National Society representing Churchmen and the
British and Foreign School Society representing Nonconformists
respectively were formed. Their foundation in 1811 and 1808
resulted from a feeling that more should be done to provide
schools for the children of the labouring poor. But it must be
emphasised that these Societies were essentially voluntary
organisations, and therefore, any aid they gave depended on
collective financial subscriptions from Christians who had
compassion for the poor. Even the introduction of Government
funde in 1833 for elementary school purposes did not radically
alter the voluntary basis on which they functioned. Despite
the vigour of these two Socleties in the building of schools,
their ultimate role was largely dependent on finance available
at local level. Besides, the National Society could not
initiete a school building project without the backing of a
parish Church, whilst in the case of setting up Nonconformist

educational institutions under the British Schools' scheme,
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dedicated grouﬁs of Christian promqters were essential.
Therefore, in providing schools for the poor it is evident
that the channels through which help was initiated were the
churches and wealthy industrialists who were often church
leaders. Sometimes however, in the growing towns of the
nineteenth century the formation of new Anglican parishes
lagged far behind population increases thus causing prolonged
ignorance among the poor.1 The reason for this was because
normally a parish had to be properly established before a
National School could be pfoposed, since educational provision
in the first instance was the preroéative of the incumbent.
The promoters of Nonconformist Schools of course, were not
restricted by the parish system.

Local incumbents of the Anglican Church were in positions
of importance concerning the promotion of Voluntary Schools
because they acted as lisis.on oificers with the National
Society and as organisers at local level. They were, for
instance, responsible for completing the forms necessary for
the various transactions. One such form was the rather
lengthy initial Avpplication Form which was a request to the
National Society for financial aid towards establishing a

school. The Form illustrated in Appendix F2 shows that on it

1. See Chapter 5, pp.d13-115%,
2. See Appendix F.
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had to be stated the numbers of pupils for which the school
was intended, the number of rooms, the estimated cost, the
nature of existing schools, the population of the parish and
other local detail. It shoﬁld also be noted that the Diocesan
Bishop was reguired to countersign the proposal, thus showing
his approval. Provided acceptance was greanted by the
National Society, an agreement known as the 'Terms of Union'
was then entered into between the Society and a school's
managers. The 'Terms of Union' were laid down precisely in
18%9 in order to safeguard doctrinal matters peculiar to the
Church of England.l Even before that date certain rules
existed whereby schools were bound to the C-hurch.2 From 1839
however, it was required that,

"a school shall provide an Education for the Poor in the
principles of the Established Church."

"the school shall be under the Superintendence of the
parochial Clergy."

"the Children shall be regularly assembled for Divine
Service."

"that Masters and Mistresses shall be members of the
Church of England."

"that inspection shall be by the Bishop, the National
Society or the Diocesan Board of Education."

Finally to ensure a binding contract between the managers of

a school and the National Society the Form of Certificate4

Gregory, R. Elementary Education, p.50.
See Appendix G.

Gregory, R. op.cit., p.50.

See Appendix H.
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was completed which confirmed the satisfactory erection of
the building, and this together with the Trust Deed was then
submitted to the Society. A request for the Society's Grant
was aiso included in the Form of Certificate which would then
be paid according to a previously made offer. The only legal
modification during the period 18%3-1870 was the insertion of

1 nis

a 'Conscience Clause' into the Trust Deeds after 1860.
made the Soclety grant conditional on grounds of religious
tolerance, thus confirming the movement towards freedom in
religious matters.

The various denominations of the dissenting church which
eventually became involved in extending educational facilities,
were initially concerned with evangelism. This again caused
delsy in making educational provision for many Nonconformist
children. Also Roman Catholic children of the region needed
the opportunity of basically the same type of elementary
education which gradually became available for the children of
Protestants. However, it is probable that the provision of
schools for Roman Catholic children was for many years of
comparatively less importance because recent research has shown

that "the strength of Catholic education in the latter part of

the eighteenth century was undoubtedly in the private sector,"2

. N.S. Parish Files, Trust Deeds after 1860.
2. Heyes, J.F. op.cit., p.195.
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and there is ho reason tb suggest that it was not similarly
confined during the early years of the nineteenth. BEut
despite such factors the period from 18%3% to 1870 was one of
great activity so far as many of the various churches were
concerned. There was generally an atmosphere of reform,
born of the effects of religious zeal, whilst not least to be
influenced was in fact the Established Church. Indeed, in
the previous Chapter it was shown that the new communities
especially in the towns, were progressively served by the
Church of England and the evangelistic efforts of other
denominations.l

As educational Soclieties, the Hational and the British
and Foreign School Societies were important because they
represented systems which could provide cheap schooling for
the poor. The former claimed to promote education in the
principles of the Established Church "but with very little of
a novel education,"2 whilst in contrast, the latter promoted
schools in which secular education was given together with
religious teaching based on Bible reading but without
expressing any particular form of doctrine. Both systems
relied on the services of monitors who were set to the task

of teaching after they themselves had been instructed by the

1. See Chapter 1, pp. 26 amnd 23,
2, N.S. Rept. 1832. p.%.
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master. More however, shall be said about monitors and
teachers in a later Chapter.l After 1833 the Societies

became involved more and more in all matters concerning
elementary education, whilst at the same time it was imperative
that their continued existence was guaranteed.

The lNational Society existed then as it does today, on
funds contributed voluntarily by the parishes.2 Every
English parish was required to send its collection annually
to the Diocesan Annual Subscriber, who was then responsible
for forwarding the sum raised to the Society's London Office.
Annual Reports of the National Society from 183% to 1870,
show thaﬁ parishes normally contributed sums ranging from
£2 to £5. 1In 183%9 the Annual Collections from the parishes of
the Durham Diocese for example, amounted to £2%6. 12s. 9d.5
From the help of such financial aid the National Society was
alwajs financially better endowed than the Honconformist
British Society. Since the Church of England was in receipt
of income gained from tithes and rates it always had more
money at its disposal. This enabled it to enjoy a comparatively
strong position. 'I'he;titl'nal'Ir system was generally disliked,
particularly by Roman Catholics and dissenters, who naturally

could see no reason why they should support the Established

See Chapter 10.

Famphlet, What is the HNational Society.

N.S. Rept. 18%9, p. XV1.

Moorman, J.R.H. A History of the Church in England, p.3%48.
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Church in any way. By being in receipt of a guaranteed
income, the resources of the National Society outstripped
those of the British and Foreign Society, enabling the
former to qualify for a larger part of the Government
Educational Grant.l Even when the Government increased the
Grant, more was still distributed by the National Society,
one reason being that the British Society had few versons
capable of advancing their cause in the villages. Largely
because of this, schools organised on the principles of the
British Society were only established in the large towns,
of which Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough are gbod
examples.2 Of course in these urban areas sound financial
backing was available since it was here that wealthy dissenting
industrialists resided. Darlington for example, became a model
‘of the British School system; infants' schools and girls' and
boys' schools were developed here and were largely supervised
under the keen guidance of the Qﬁaker Pease and Backhouse
families who were prominent industrialists.5
The fact that the NMational Society survived in the days
of voluntary education, was perhaps indicative of the concern
which Anglicans had for the provision of a system of schools

connected with the Church. But whilst the Society was

1. Chadwick, O. The Victorian Church, Part I, p.338.
2. See Chapter, 6. pp. 227 = 139,
3, Ibid.
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fortunate in that it had a more or less reliable income

from the parishes throughout the land, the same could not

be said for the British Socilety. HNonconformist denominations
in any case were usually poorer and probably were not
persuaded to contribute as organisations to the educational
Society which represented their sentiments.

The survival of the British Society was therefore
achieved by encouraging the support of a large membership
roll. Members of this institution subscribed £1. 1s. Od. per
annum, and life members &£10. 10s. Od.1 Statements of the
amounts collected show,that the Society benefited from
legacies, dividends and investments. Reports of the British
Society reveal that local Quekers of the Pease and Backhouse
families were life members of that institution. But since
the particular denominations of individual members were not
recorded, it might be reasonable to assume that others were
of diverse religious persuasion, though men of no mean fortune.

Throughout the century both Societies apart from
nurturing education among the poor, were iﬁvalved in
religious and political controversy as they represented in
fact, those for, and those against the Istablishment. Indeed,

in the very early years before the actual Bocieties had-been

1. B. & I'. Repts. 183%-1870. Balance Sheets.
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formed, the Rell-Lancaster conflict was probably responsible
in part for the failure of Whitbread's Bill in 1807 towards.

establishing parochial schools.l

The contemporary
Established Church was in opposition to any form of
undenominational religious teaching which was what the Bill
had suggested. Later in 1820 Brougham's Bill suffered a
similar fate, again over the religious problem, while this
time bofh Anglicans and Nonconformists were opposed to it.
Significantly, however, these attempts to provide for the
education of the poor showed that educational thought was
being stimulated. Eventually success was achieved in 183%3%
when £20,000 was granted by the Government for the purpose:
of education. The sum was accedted whilst its distribution
was to be channelled through the National and British and
Foreign School Societies. Both Societies continued to
survive throughout the century and were responsible over
the years for allocating to school use increasing sums of
money from the Treasury.2

From the year 183%3% the satisfactory distribution of the
Government Grant for education assumed major importance.
Since the idea of education for the poor Qriginally sprang

from a "religious impulse"5 the National and British and

1. Rich, E.E. op.cit., p.lO.
2. See later in Chapter, p,si,
3. Gregory, R. op.cit., p.20.
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Foreign School Societies were eager to have equal
responsibility for the nation's education. This was
reasonable because both organisations were representative
of religious opinion generally. Clearly, the Government;s
decision placed the two Societies in a very strong position,
and most schools established after 18%% were therefore either
National or British. Opportunity was now presented for both
Soclieties to exercise control over more schools, which
resulted in the gradual introduction of centralised
educational administration. Other bodies engeged in
educational promotion could hardly compete favourably because
applications for school grants had to be made through one or
other of the Societies throughout almost the first half of
the céntury. It was not until 1847 that the Committee of
Council's Management Clauses allowed a share of the Stéte
aid to go towards the denominational schools which were
outside the control of the two major organisations. By this
measure Roman Catholiés, Jews and Wesleyans especially
benefited.l

By 18%4 the British and Foreign School Society had four
hundred schools in the country excluding London, whilst the

National Society had three thousand in Union.2 This trend

1. Jarman, T.L. op.cit., p.26l.
2. Holman, H. English National Iducation, p.44.

See page 49 which shows National and British Schools.in the
Teesdale-Teesside region from 1833 to 1870. The divergent
form of the graph illustrates the lead maintained by the
National Society.
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was confirmed in the Teesdale-Teesside region because out

of thirty seven schools developed up to 1870, only eleven
were sponsored by the British and Foreign School Society.

The British Society was far from content with the situation,
and tried to acquire a greater share in the Government Grant
by sending out at least 1,000 lettersl with the object of
encouraging the establishment of British Schools. This
campaign engendered a competitive spirit which was often the
stimulus towards establishing more schools. The Jjealousy
which existed between the Societies is illustrated by a
typical case in Darlington when in 1846, an application was
made to the National Society for the erection of St. John's
School. Supporting correspondence asked for immediate help
towards establishing a 'Church School', as the "Dissenters
are making active exertion to build a British and Foreign
School."2 But from the outset it was evident that the
Established Church was in an advantageous position. Not only
were the local clergy usually men of some scholarship, as was
illustrated by their correspondence with the National Society,5
but they also had the support of the squire and the
allegiance of the labouring poor especially in the rural areas.

By 1870 however, many changes had tsken place which

1. Binns, H.B. A Century of Education, p.l23.

2. App.F. and letter, St. John's HNational School, Darlington.
dated 12th Mar. 1859

5. See Appendix E, a typical example of a letter from a
local incumbent to National Society.
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affected the Voluntary System. For instance, the Committee
of Council was formed in 1839 to administer the annual

Education Grant which by then had risen to 550,000}

Up

to 1847 it never exceeded £50,000, but by 1858 it was more
than £500,000.2 In the circumstances it seemed inevitable
that the Government should desire to issue certain
educational directives, the first measure towards this end
of course had been the introduction of the Inspectorate in
1839. Later the Pupil-teacher system was instituted in
order to provide better teachers, but better schoolrooms
were required for the growing profession. When necessary,
schools had to be enlarged and new buildings had to.replace
those deemed unsuitable by the inspectors. Applications for
such purposes were agaein made to the Societies.

The Annual Reports of both Societies from 183%% onwards
show that the conquest of ignorance was becoming 3 more
serious business than perhaps at any other time. Applications
for school buildings were continually received at their
London offices, but many were destined for refusal or

postponement due to an inadequacy of funds. Other aspects of

education also received attention. The Annual Reports of the

1. Gregory, R. op.cit., p.4l.
2., Rich, E.E. op.cit., p.63.
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Societies dealt incfeasingly with questions concerning
school organisation, curriculum and methods of instruction.
Progress in these matters was slow, due perhaps to the deep
roots of volunteryism which proved to be a barrier when
. early nineteenth century reformers tried to change the
established order.1 After all, charity even with its
limitations seemed to work well enough in the eyes of many
Government members. Buf the work which had been done
previous to 18%% was not in vain and could not pass unnoticed.
The meagre benefits of NHational or British School education
were desirable, therefore the demand was great. The
pressure for elementary education had built up .after years of
deprivation as was indicated from the findings of the Select
Committee of 1816. It stated then, "that in all parts of the
country, in villages as well as in towns, the poor were
increasingly ainous.to secure education for their children."2
The fact thét the Government Grant made progress
possible, is confirmed beyond doubf in the region under
consideration. Between 183% and 1870 an additional thirty
three schools were built or rebuilt by both the National
and-Bfitish Societies in the villages and towns on the Tees.5
The recommendations of a "circular letter”4 which had been

sent to all Anglican Clergy in England, Scotland and Wales,

Jones, M.G. The Charity School Movement, p.542.
~Adamson, J.W. op.cit., p.28.

SN\

of schools.
4, Gregory, R. op.cit., p.28.

See Appendices A,B,C and D, for maps showing establishment
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ehcouraging the setting up of schools were being realised and
the desire to promote education was apprarent. Indeed, if a
school did not exist in a village, then in certain instances
parents might send their children to the school in a )
neighbouring village, this in fact was the practice at
Eaglescliffé.l But in order to assess the full contribution
of the National and British and Foreign School Societies
throughout the region, it will be necessary to examine the
aevelopment of Voluntary Schools in the light of the changing

social and political climate of the nineteenth century.

l. F. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p. 697. See also Chapter 5, p.99.
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Chapter 5.

Fducational Provision within the Teesdale-
Teesside Region Before 18353.

Generally it is accepted that the provision of elementary
education during the nineteenth century was largely schieved
by promoters who were associated with either the Hational or
the British and Foreign School SBociety. However, it is
evident that both Societies made their greatest contribution
to the establishment of schools between 18%% and 1870. The
Teesside-Tleesdale region was still largely deficient in
educational provision for the poor during the years before
18%5 since only fourteen Fational and British Schools had been
established bhetween Harwood, the most remote hamlet in
Teesdale, and Teesmouth.l Zix of them were erected between
1828 and 1832, whilst originally the foundation of some of
these resulted from various forms of local philanthropism.

The school at Harwood, for example, was provided by a

v

charitable act on the part of the Merquis of Cleveland,2 and

" another at Middleton was financed by an endowment.” DBut
apart from absorbing former Charity Schools into the Voluntary
System, the Hational and British and Foreign School Societies

also had been gradually promoting schools throughout the

1. See map in Appendix A. showing distribution of National
and British Schools., . '

2. N.5. Harwood File, letter from incumbent dated

July 23 1865.

H.S5. Middleton in Teesdale File, letter from incumbent

dated August 4th 1873.

O
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region. The National Society for instance, had aided the
provision of school rooms at Barnard Castle1 and the British
Society had established schools at Darlington.z‘ Lltogether
the incidence of such cases provides evidence of an educational
system which had depended on the availability of local support.
They also illustrate the haphazard distribtution of schools
which was typical of the Voluntary Era. Furthermore, whilst
such means of setting up schools were nationally accepted
there was probably very little conformity to any educational
procedure or standards. Such measures were, however, to be
introduced by the Government in the following decades.
Meanwhile, the unorganised basis on which many schools
functioned led to an acute shortage of educationsl facilities
in and around Durham so that by the year 18%4, only 1 in 30
were revorted to be under schooling.B Of course, this was a
very general assessment of the situation, since it must have
excluded the Teesdale district where adeéuate provision was
undoubtedly available under the compulsdry system enforced by
] i
the London Lead Company.
In addition to schodls functioning on similar lines to
those mentioned above, some Dame Schools about which little is

known still formed part of the region's total educational

system, indeed, as late as 1852 three such establishments

N.S. Rept. 1332. p.33.

Fordyce, W. Vol.,I. op.cit., p.472.
B. & F. Rept. 1834. p.l4.

See pp. 59— 60,

O
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existed in the parish of Billingham. It was noted then by
the Anglican incumbent that they were kept by private
individuals in their own houses and had between sixteen and
seventeen puplls attending.l The standard of education
provided under such conditions is difficult to evaluate, but
an insight was given in the Rev. John Allen's Report on
Schools in Durham and Northumberland for 1840. He had found
that "some dame schools could not altogether fail of
attaining some of the highest ends of education, so far as
regards the formation of character was concerned" but others
"presented a most melancholy aspect, because the rooms
commonly used were living rooms which were "filled with a
very unwholesome atmosphere.2 It appears that Dame Schools
were frequently the sole means of elementary education in
many villages. They offered a rudimentary education which
was concerned with learning the beginnings of reading and
spelling, - occasicnally a little writing and counting were

2

taught, though apparently not often.” The early National
Schools were perhaps more advanced in that they gave
instruction in the three R's, and overall, provided education
for the poor in the principles of the Established Church,

. /]
but with "very little of a novel education."’ On the other

1. App.F. Billingham Wational School, dated 23rd April 1852.

2. Min. Committee of Council. 1840/1. p.p.l26-162.,
reiterated by Mary Sturt in the Education of the People,
pPp. . 38=39, '

3. Cubberley, E.P. The History of Education, p.447.

4, N.S. Rept. 1832. 1.9
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hand most British Schools probably adhered to the fules of;_

their parent Society which stated explicitly that, "réading

writing, arithmetic and needlework shall be taught."l Thus,

the aims and content éf early education provided under the

auspices of the two major Societies were cautiously modest, but

despite this, their combined effort over the years gradually

consolidafed educational initiation and laid the foundation

for improving the scope and quality of their respective-schools.
The schools founded in the Teesdale-Teesside region

between 1800 and 183%% were largely of Church of England origin,

whilst promoters working on behalf of the British and Foreign

School Society had confined their activities to Darlington

during that period.2 This situaﬁion was hardly surprising

when it is realised that the wealthy industrialists-of the

area on which British Schools depended were more or less

limited to the Pease and Backhouse families. Initially their

businesses were cenl: red around Darlington and were only

later successfully extended to other parts of the North-East.”

Moreover, if the dale is considered as a separate geographical
unit, it is clear that even the National Socilety had made
1little progress in the region as a whole up to 1833.

Reference to the map in Appendix A shows that in 183%3 most

1. F. & ¥. Reot. 1833. p. VIII.

2. See map in Appendix & which shows only two British Schools
in Darlington. :

3. BSee Chapter 6, p.l2ks
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villages outside of Teesdale were yet without schools whilst
the towns were barely served, indeed, Middlesbrough had no
schools belonging to either of the two Voluntary Societies.

The situation in Teesdale on the other hand., was perhaps
unigue because it was here that the Londen Lead Company
exercised control over almost every aspecht of life. Educational
provision was essentially required for the children of their
employees, and in the isolated villages where the Company was
unable to set up schools, it made financial contributions to
the existing schools so that such facilities might be
continued.l The body which held the responsibility for the
.provision of schools in the large Middleton-in-Teesdale
parish was the Church of England, and in the dale every village
Qxcept Egglestone had its own National School by 1855.2 Hence,
the pattern of elementary education in Teesdale was established
early in the century. In the circumstances scme consideration
of'this area is Justified, since.what happened here from a
social and educational point of view was not reﬁeated
elsewhere in the whole region, nor perhaps in any other part
of the country. As an example of educationzl administration
and development it stands alone, largely because of the

utilitarian value placed upon scholarship by the Lead Company

1. See labter in Chapter, p.o&0.
2. See map in Appendix A. Egglestone National School was
founded in the year 1856.



and miners alike.

The villages of Harwood, Forest, Newbiggin, Middleton
and Egglestone were communities which becéme established due
to the development of the lead industry. By 183%, the lead
smelt centres had functioned for some considerable time,
for instance, "Henry, first Earl of Darlington, erected the
first smelting furnace in Teesdale at Langdon Beck;"l the
mill apparently dated from Jabout 1768;"2 The lead industry
involved.perhaps most of the population of the dale, which in
1831 included nearly four thousand persons. Over its
employees, the London Lead Company enforced a form of
discipline which was little short of complete personal
comnitment to a strict code of regulations. The enforcement
of the regulations extended into educational provision,
especially where the children of the Company's employees were
concerned. The stimulating nature of the Company's welfare
work involved, as has been shown, the Church of Ingland and
the National Society, both of which were actively engaged in
promoting educational facilities in the dale from early in
the nineteenth century. Accordingly, the Company had reason
to be grateful that schools associated with the Church

existed, and expressed "its warm approbation of the Bishop of

1. Durham County Local History boc1etv op.cit., article by
H.L. Beadle, p.4.
2. 1Ibid.
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Durham's very benevolent design of establishing a certain
number of schools, --- and that this Court is deeply
impressed with the importance of instructing the children of
the poor.“l Only because every village, with thé exception
of Egglestone, in the extensive parish of Middleton had its
own school, was the Company able to enforce its scheme of
compulsory education which reqguired "that every boy be sent to
school from the age of 6-12 years and every girl from 6-14
years."2 Yet the Company did not explqit the convenient
system of -schools which was under Church control, in fact
generous financial support was occasionally afforded towards
maintenance. In 1849 for instance, 1t was suggested by the
Company Court, that "a donation of £25 be presented to the
Fund for rebuilding the Chapel and repairing the Schoolroom in
Harwood. Forest."5 The Voluntary Body concerned, i.e. the
Esteinlished Church was seeningly happy with the arrangements
under which schooling was made available, and recognised that
it was due in no small measure to the interest shown by the
Lead Company.

f'or many years there was ndthing to suggest incompativility
between the Church and the Company, déspite thé fact that in

1819, Mr. Stagg, bthe Company's superintendent, had been

Minutes of the London Lead Company, dated 19th Jan. 1819.
Report of the Newcastle Commission, Vol.I. pp.217-218.
Minutes of the London Lead Company, dated 3%0th Lug. 1849.
It is assumed that similar aid was provided in the earlier
years of the century.

NN
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instructed "to prepare a building at Middleton in Teesdale
capable of accommodating 200 children to be opened as schools."l
Any hint of possible variance with the Church was further
dispelled when the Company Court ruled that, "the masters of
the said schools should be members of the Church of England and
that the children be required to attend Public Worship twice
every Sunday leaving the option of the Place to their parents.”2
But, to appreciate the subsequent development of elementary
education at Middleton in Teesdale it is necessary to consider
certain events which took place during the early years of the
Lead Company's school.

This school became the subject of a controversy which
resulted in local resentment for Church Schools 1asting_fof
most of the century. -Mr. Foster, the Newcastle Commissioner
for the area, learned of this antagonism when "an aged woman
eulogised the Company Schools as preparing the young people
for any vocation in life and alluded with contempt to those

n’

who 'fash awa' théir time at the Church Schools. However,
he found that the dale's people were "unanimous in approving
the strictness of the regulations about schooling"4 despite

the necessary attendance of some children at Church Schools.

It seems that anti-Church feeling was confined to Middleton.

Minutes of the London Lead Company, dated 19th Jan. 1819.
Ibid.

Report of Newcastle Commission, op.cit., p.220.

Ibid.

WO



62.

-

The reason for this was because a certain Mr. F.J. James,
the first master of the Company School had committed a petty
offence early in his teaching vocation.

Mr. James began his career as a teacher at the Lead
Company's School at Middleton in 1819, where he was in receipt

nl He was in an

of a salary of "an Hundred Pounds per Annum.
excellent position, because generally, schoolmasters were
relatively poorly paid2 during the early decades of the
century. For some reason Mr. James was found guilty of
"mutilating certain Register Books belonginé to the Company
School at Middleton"’ and refused "to deliver up the
Registers he had cut from the said books.“lJr It remains
unknown why he d4id this, but the incident terminated his
short career as a schoolmaster in 1824. He then embarked on
a training course for the ministry and was later ordained as
a clergyman of the Qhurch of England where he worked to found
Church Schoolé.5 While still serving in the area Mr. James
kept a watchful eye on the Lead Company's School, perhaps
waiting for reprisal. In due course this opportunity
presented itself. He seized it, and in doing so caused

antagonistic attitudes concerning Church education to build

up amongst the local veople, the effect of which shall be

Minutes of London Lead Company, dated 6th May 1819.
See Chapter 10, p. 205,

Minutes of London Lead Company, dated lst Ap. 1824.
Ibid.

Raistrick, A. op.cit., p.55.

oo
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dealt with fully in the next Chapter. In the meantime,
however, the Lead Company's School continued to serve the
community of Middleton-in-Teesdale by being responsible for
the education of most of the children.

When considering the establishment of educational
facilities in Teesdale during the early nineteenth century,
it must be realised that a basic education was essential for
the lead miner. It was as necessary as were the pick and
shovel. In fact a miner needed te be able to estimate quite
accurately the potentialities of a piece of ground and also
make simple calculations which would enable him to participate
in the bargaining system.l This practice was in effect the
method used to reach mutual agreement between the Company
and a miner when fixing a price for the job. The miners'
dependence on their own judgment and skill, was therefore an
important factor in creating a general determination to learn
within the mining population. And in passing, Victorian
visitors to Teesdale assessed the effects of education when
they apparently "eulogised the miners' intellectual leanings"2
acquired thrdugh the Lead Company's insistence on elementary

schooling.

1. Hunt, C.J. op.cit., p.23L.
2. Ibid., p.245.
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Meanwhile, in the villages and towns of the lower reaches
of the Tees the stagnation of educational development before
183% was provably due to the lack of any marked transition
from the eighteenth century agrarian way of life to that of
industrialisation. As has been shown earlier, industry did
not really affect any of the towns until after the middle of
the century, whilst the villages were destined to remain more
or less as they always had been.

By 18%% only five out of eleven Teesside villages could
boast the existenge of schools established on an organised
basis and in league with a Voluntary Society. They were,
Winston, Hurworth, Billingham, Norton and Greatham.l The
reason for so few such schools might have been due to the
presence of Dame Schools in the other villages_which apparently
did attract some patronage as was previously shown to be true
at Billingham in spite of the existence of a lational School.
But in three out of the five instances where Hational Schools
were provided prior to 183%%, their foundation resulted from
specially endowed Charities. At Winston, for instance,
educational proQision for the children was made at some time
after 1748. The Créwe and Bridgewgter Charities had provided

financial aid for the establishment of a'school but the Church

1. See map in Appendix A.
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was entrusted with the project from the outset.1 The
association with the Church probably began when Lord Crewe's
executors directed the Rev. T. Eden, the rector of Winston, to
invest £70 "in land for the use of a school."? It was later,
probably sometime between 1748 and 1851, that the school became
designated as Winston National School. Possibly this was in
1851, when a new building was erected.5

Also, in the village of Hurworth, a Hational School was
established before 1855,4 but agein it had the advantage of a
guaranteed income in addition to the usual sources. The
managers were in receipt of the rent collected from four fields
in the parish of Melsonby, Yorkshire, plus that from one field
in Hurworth. Altogether the total endowment amounted to £24
per annum which had to be used for the education and benefit

of the poor.5

This school established in 1824, and designed to
accommodate one hundred and fifty one boys and one hundfed and
forty seven girls, shows some provision for the expected
potential intake of pupils. Indeed, by 1831, an infants'
department was added in order to cater for the needs of sixty
eight younger pupils.6 Hurworth was one of the few village

communities which by 18%2, had three schools in union with

the National Society. It would seem that by 18%% these

1. ¥F. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.586. - "The Countess of
Bridgewater invested £3%04. 1lls. 4d. in the Three per cent
Consols, for the interest of which, with that of the &£70
Crewe investment is paid to the school.”

2. Copy of the Will of Lord Crewe.

3. Preliminary Statement, Winston National School, dated 18 --.
(defaced)

4, A National School was erected in 1824. - App. F. Hurworth
Kational School, dated 19th July 1824.

5. P. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.523.

6. App. ¥. Hurworth National School, op.cit.



schools were providing educational facilities for all children
who voluntarily required instruction. Furthermore, the
originél establishment must have been exceptionally adequate
because the buildings were not enlarged during the nineteenth
century period up to 1870.

Lastly, an examﬁle of one of the Nétional Schools founded
from provisions made by Bishop Barrington in 1851l at Greatham,
a village some two and a half miles north-east of the Tees
estuary, further illustrates the advantage of material support,
this time in the form of a gift of land.

Initially, this school was established for the education
of boys only, being specifically designated as Greatham Boys'
National School. By 18%% it had functioned for two years under
the supervision of a master trained at 5t. Marks, Chelsea.2
Here the early establishment of a Voluntary School was largely
due to the interesf which Bishop Barrington had in the Greatham
Hospital, since as its patron,5 he made gifts of land from
hospital.waste ground for sites on which additional schools
were evenfually built.

The original school however, was probably unique among the
National Schools of the region, as it Qas perhaps the only one

which employed a certificated master from the Hational Society's

1. Preliminary Statement, Greatham National School, dated 183l.
2. Ibid. _
3. F. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.595.
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first Training School at Chelsea. The Settlement Rules also
made provision for supplementary instruction to be given which
enabled the school to provide more than "a little of a novel
education."l There seems to be little doubt that the coastal
enviroﬁment'consciously determined the content of education at
this HNational School. Accordingly, under the master's terms
of employment, instruction in navigation was an obligatory duty,
whilst other subjects included in the curriculum were, common
arithmetic and mensuration.2 In the years before 183%%
moreover, this seems to have been the only village school in
the region which attempted to offer a vocationally orientated
curriculum apart from those schools under the influence of the
London Lead Company in Teesdale.

The two remaining schools of the five established before
18%% were National Schools in the villages of Norton and
Billingham. These were distinctive because it is unlikely that
they were former Charity Schools and being without any form of
endowment survival was difficult.

Forton Wational School was established in 18%0 and at the
date of erection, it was responsible for the education of forty
boys and twenty seven girls and infants.5 However, in later

vears the gradually increasing population of the village seems

1. See Chapter 2,p.43%,
2. Document - Settlement of School at Greatham.
3. Preliminary Statement, Worton National School, dated 1330.
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to have made demands oﬁ the school's original accommodation
because by 1850 there were insufficient places for those who
desired education. The only hope of making enlargements to
the building depended on whether or not the Wational Society
might be persuvaded to help with funds. Apart from the fact
that such aid was not to be forthcoming wiﬁh any sense of
urgency, it is almost certain that the school had remained
unchanged from its date of erection.

The problem of acquiring financial aid for the building
of more suitable accommodation later developed into a éonflict
betweer the Church and State, when the local School Board
decided to resolve the situation in 1870 by providing the funds
that the Church agencies could not.l One further case which
verhaps illustrated the effect of financial difficulties was
the National School at Billingham. The National Society's
Report for 1832 stated that there was one school at Billingham
in union with the Society which provided instruction for
thirteen boys and twelve girls. Tor some reason, however, it
seéms that the school had ceased to function sometime before
1852. Educational provision was then available at three Dame
Schools, which were conducted in the homes of "private

u?

individuals.

1. See Chapter 4, p.97.
2¢ I\IOSI Repto 1852, pnaq'o
5. App. ¥. Billingham HNational School, dated 2%rd Ap. 1852.



In 1852 however, the incumbent applied to the National
Society for aid towards the erection of a school to
accommodate one hundred and twenty six boys and girls.l This
suggests that any Church School of preﬁious years, had even
lost its building - perhaps it had fallen into ruins because of
the lack of proper maintenance. This sometimes happened in the
case of schools which were built in the early years of the céntury
and especially when funds did not allow for routine repairs.2

By contrast with the three endowed National Schools at
Winston, Hufworth and Greatham, these schools at Horton and
Billingham, through not being in receipt of guaranteea
financial aid, had problems which possibly resulted from a
lack of money. The ultimate failure of the Norton School
emphasised the need of school managers to be in a position to
maintain a good building in the face of the Government
Inspectors,5 whilst at Billingham it seems that there was
probably not enough money to even pay for the day to day running
costs of the building.

During the same period, schools' promoters in the large
towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middiesbrough, found that
there were even greater obstacles to be overcome in ofder to

introduce elementary education to the children of the labouring

Ibid.
See Chapter 7, p.l45.
See Chapter 4, p.§7,
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poor. Essentially it was a matter of providing enough schools
in the face of population expansion.

In Darlington, for instance, St. Cuthbert's was the only
parish established before the year 18%6, by which time it
included between eight and eleven thousand peoplel among whom
there would be naturally many children eligible for school. A
young solicitor however, had founded a school in the west end of
the parish Church in 1812 where it was held for twelve years.2
By 18%2 two schools had developed from this early foundation

3

and were in union with the National Society. They were
St. Cuthbert's National Boys' and Girls' Schools which were
built in the Lead Yard off Tubwell Row in the year 182"—!—.Llr
Desplite their eventual success it is possible that had it not
been for the efforts of the young solicitor in 1812 the
education of many children might never have taken place. Besides,
there were few other institutions to which they might have gone,
indeed, the first British School in the town was apparently at
capaclity early in the century.5

This was established in Skinnergate in 1819 and was the
first purpose-built school in the town.6 Members of the Pease
and Backhouse families were included in the local committee

governing the school, and judging from the annual reports

. Census Returns for 1831 and 1841 recorded 8574 and 11,877
persons respectively.

Nicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.44.

N.S. Rept. 1832. p.46.

Fordyce, W. Vol.I. op.cit., p.471.

See Below.

Fordyce, W. Vol.I. op.cit., p.472.
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sent to the British snd Foreign School Society in 1ondon, they
were clearly attentive to detail. By 18%% the Boys' School
was érowded when one hundred and seventy eight were on the
books.l To relieve the situation another British School was
opened, probably in 18252 in West Terrace, bubt unfortunately
it 1s not known whether its life was temporary or permanent
becauvse the Society's records contain no consecutive
information concerning its progress. Put it is clear from the
.reco:ds of the Skinnergate School that up to 183%3% educational
provision in Darlington was grossly inadequate.

At the same date Stockton was also poorly served with
elementary schools. The National SBociety's Annual Report for
the year 1832 informs readers of the existence of only two.

It is assumed that these were the Blue Coat Schools which had
been established in the original parish of St. Thomas in the
eighteenth century.5 Financial support for these schools was
secured by local Anglicans ancng whom was Bishop Barrington, also,
the 'National System' of education was adopted.4 Additional
schools were not considered until niné vears after the

formation of the town's second varish i.e. Holy Trinity in 1837.
Therefore, until 1846 the Blue Coat Schools were perhaps the

only ones offering elementary instruction for the

children of a population of at least 9,825

B. & F. Rept., 183%%., p.58.

Preliminary Statement, West Terrace British School,
Darlington, dated 1823.

F. Whellan & Co., op.cit., pp. 722-3.

. Ibid.
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persons.l Thus the majority of children were seemingly
uneducated.

Typically, the situvation was again repeated at
Middlesbrough, where it can be assuméd that before 1833
practically none of the childrén of the working classes were
being taught. As yet, no Anglican parish had been formed, in
fact this was delayed until 1840. Therefore, the only hope of
providing schools was perhaps from the British and Foreign
3chool Society, or indeed, from anybody with an interest in
education. In the early years of the town's existence attempts
had been made to provide some form of elementary instruction
from a déte earlier than 18%%. 4 sailor, prior to that year
had set up a school, but a critic deemed him incapable.2
Irrespective of such efforts, educational facilities were
inadequate, therefore a committee of Quaker gentlemen was formed
in order to consider educational promotion. Of the original
subscribers who coﬁtributed towards the cost of the resultant
British School, at least eight out of the total of forty one
were members of the Darlington Pease family.5 But the formal
correspondence and application regarding the proposed school was
not begun with the British and Foreign School Society until 133%4.

Even then the application for two rooms in which to educate one

Census Returns 1841.

Lillie, W. op.cit., p.1l10.

Finute Book of British School, Middlesbrough, 1840-1847,
p.17.
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hundred and fifty pupils was "not approved."l The reasons for
the rejection of the proposal were undoubtedly due to
insufficient financial assurance. Actually the committee

stated that there was "difficulty in getting half the total sum
required by contribution,"2 which showed that there was
presumably little interest in education either before or
immediately after 183%%. When this school was eventually erected
in 18%6, it marked the beginning of systematic education in
Middlesbrough when the population must have been approaching
5,000.5 Clearly, the number of uneducated children was probably
great by this time. FHoreover, as was mentioned earlier, no
ecclesiastical status had been assigned to any part of the
rapidly developing town. Therefore, the responsibility for
elementary education rested for some time to come with the
promoters of the British School.

Up to the time of the first Government Grant for education,
it is clear that most of the schools which managed to survive
were founded only in those villages and urban areas where
financial backing was available. Since this had to be provided
by interested subscribers or guaranteed aid it is evident that
the schools with most chance of survival were those in receipt

of endowments or aid from industrial organisations like the

B. & F. Rept., 1834, p.l4.

Ibid.

Postgate, C. History of Fiddlesbrough, p.38. The Census
Returns for 1841 recorded 546% persons.

N
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London Lead Company, or from-funds given by wealthy
industrialists such as members of the Pease and Backhouse
families who sponsored the British Schools in Darlingbton and
Middlesbrough. After 1833 as might well be expected, the rate
of school development throughout the region did improve due

to the much needed financial aid which was injected by the
Treasury. However, school managers still had to rely on local
philanthropism and school fees paid by the children, indeed,
the withdrawal of subscriptions might have constituted the
downfall of a school. 1In fact, this was most likely to have
been one of the prevalent troubles at the Barnard Castle
National School as late as 1840, which was the year in which
it closed down for a time when local financial aid began to
dwindle from £116-163-1d. in 1839 to £79-12s-1ld. in 1845.1

But generally the schools which were established before 183%3
in the Teesdale-Teesside region continued to provide useful

educational facilities throughout the century.

1. Jones, R.J. MS. (Assistant Curate. 1849-18%56. Barnard Castle
Hational School.)
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Chapter 4.
The Religious Problem in Elementary Education

and 1its effects in the Region between 1833
and 1870.

A regional history of nineteenth century elementary
education must necessarily include some commentary on the
impact of the religious conflict which developed owing to the
obstinate attitude frequently adonted by those who supported
the Establishment. Both in the early days and more or less
throughout the century, the influential position bf the
Church of FEngland in society was important. Even in educational
matters it was evident that the same was true, since Whitbread's
Education Bill of 1807 gave acknowledgement only to the
Established Church.1 Honconformists of course, had enjoyed

Tolevation
nifgepnits of

some measure of tolerance dating from the Act of

1689, although Roman Catholics were treated as a race apart in
educational matters until 1847 when they were for the first
time allowed a share of the Government Grant.2 But with the
spread of Nonconformity and State interference in education,
the erosion of the Church's authority began. Religious
conflict naturally affected the educstion of the children of

the labouring poor and was certainly as real in the North-East

l. Rich, E.E. op.cit., ».10.
2. See Chapter 2, p.,48.
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as elsewhere in England. It was not manifested in open
warfare, but rather tbqk the form of rivalry between the

two major Voluntary Societies which worked to promote schools.
Towards the end of the Voluntary Period however, the promoters
of National Schools in particular, alsc found themselves in
competition with the State due to the proposed widespread
introduction of secular schools.

During the years 1800 to 18%% there was no significant
evidence of ény'conflict between the two - Societies in the
Teesdale-Teesside region, due no doubt to the fact thaf only
two British Schools existed.l It would aprear that reaction
to the availability of Government Grants for the use of both
Societies after 183% might. well have precipitated latent
jealousy on the pvart of the Church of England. Of course, it
is also true that the establishment of Voluntary Schools
after 18%% was in many ways a reflection of the improved
health of the Anglican Church and of the steady progress of
the various Nonconformist denominations.2 But in spite of the
Governmént Grant there was never enéugh money available to
finance all of the urgently needed schools. Instances of.

- such financial difficulty wereparticularly evident in the_

villages and towns of Teesside.

1. See Chapter 3, p. 55 _
2. See maps in Appendices B.C. and D. which show the schools
promoted by the Hational and British Societies.
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Whilst the early nineteenth century Church had been
somnolent,l it was very much alive by about 1840, because
many of the reforms suggested by the Oxford Movement were
practically applied from 183%% onwards. Clearly, the
exhortations printed in its tracts were responsible for the
infusion of ﬁew life which resulted in the establishment of
new parishes and schools. 'Individual members of the clergy

responded to what seemed tc be a new vision concerning their

o

uties. In Darlington, for example, three new parishes were

formed between 183%6 and 1862.2

Similar activity was repeated
in the other towns of Teesside because the greatest need for
parochial welfare was most obvious in these urban areas which
were growing into industrial centres. These were the places
where former agricultural labourers entered into a new way
of life by becoming town labourers. Moreover, the educational
need was greatest here too, as shall be shown later when the
development of the region's post 1833 National Schools is
discussed.

Other factors also challenged the Church's traditional
position because as the century advanced, scientific thought
made considerable progress, which caused, as did the Oxford

Tfovement, some re-appraisal of established beliefs. In

l. Hoorman, J.R.H. op.cit., p.351.
2. Hicholson, C.P. op.cit., pP.59.
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particular, the earlier spread of the Utilitarian Philosophy,
and the publication of Darwin's controversial work in his book
the 'Origin of the Species' in 1859 both contained suggestions
which were regarded as inimical to the Church. Also, the

repecal of the Test and Corporation Acts in 1828 had more or

less confirmed that people might be perfectly good citizens
without necessarily belonging to the Church of England. This
was observed to be essentially true since no one could criticise

or condemn the spirit which, for example, motivated the Quakers

who worked for the relief ofithe poorffﬁﬁgpafiaﬁﬁgf_;-
many schools especially in the Teesside area.l
Meanwhile, the church as a whole had to discover some
means of meeting the challenge of the opposing forces. The
Church of England attempted to do this in some measure at least,
by regarding the school as its "nursery"2 and therefore embarked
on a programme of schools promotion. The results of part of
this nation-wide programme are cleariy seen in the text of the
following pages which illustrates the establishment of schools
in the region resulting particularly from the-competitive
spirit which often motivated promoters who worked on behalf of
the Voluntary Societies, especially those of the National

Society. Anglicans and Nonconformists as reciplents of the

‘

1. See Chapter 6,p.122,
2. Gregory, R. op.cit., p.20.
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Government Grant were destined to éhare the burden of
providing elementary schoolks, and thus, were on common ground
in the conquest of the spreading anti-Christian teachings.
But with regard to the conduct of National and British
Schools, however, there was variance over the religious
problem because the Church of England was keen to safeguard
its own doctrines as was shown earlier by the requisite

1 The Evangelicals on the

- observance of the Terms of Union.
other hand, were essentially practical in their interpretation
of the aims of elementary education, and by contrast with
Churchmen they were sympathetic towards Acts of Parliament

if they were seen to be the means of bringing aid to the
deprived. The effects of these divergent attitudes were
clearly in evidence in many schools as shall be shown 1ater.2
Briefly, however, those representative oi the Established
Church were always very much.”conce:ned about theolog,y,"5 with
the result that there was always great importance attached to
the Catechism and Liturgy in National School Education.4
British Schools were dissimilar in this respect. HNevertheless,
the Nonconformists were a growing section of society who

clearly needed to be catered for educationally, whilst converts

tc Methodism were perhaps predominant within the expanding

See Chapter 2, p.i1,-
See Chapter 8,p.170.
Moorman, J.R.7. op.eit., p.355.
See Chapter 2, p.y;3,

oo
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communities in this North-Eastern region.1

Fethodism was gradually introduced into the villages and
towné by appealing to the labouring poor classes. At the
same time 1t was true that many members of the new industrial
middle class were of the Quaker persuvasion, and together,
Flethodists and Quakers as a Honconformist pressure group were
important in the industrialisation and social develovpment of
the Teesside area. The success of Methodist evangelism was
certainly evident between the years 1840-1850 when for example,
the Stockton-on-Tees Primitive Methodist Circuit made
* considerable advancement. This was reflected by the fact that
thelr numbers increased during that decade from 300 to 530
memberé.2 Likewise, the Middlesbrough Circuit also expanded
due to a great influx of inhabitants among which were some
members of the Primitive Hethodists.5 Becausze these peobdle
were conscious of the need to evangelise, they conducted
Sunday Schools as part of their programme, which incidentally,
provided rudimentary Scripture Knowledge together with a
little basic instruction in reading. But in spite of such
places of learning, the educational needé of dissenters!'
children in the towns were largely to be met through the British

Schools.

1. See below.

2. Petty, dJ. History of the Primitive Methodist Connexion etc.,
p.428.

4. Ibid.
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Throughout the period 183%33-1870 everyone with
responsibility normally agreed that the education of the poor
must be Christian,l therefore it is hardly surprising that
the development of schools in the Teesdale-Teesside region
generally involved the interasction of local clergy, dissenters,
and the two major educational Societies. Significantly,
however, in Teesdale the chief reaction to the Church of
England'as the medium through with popular education might be
diffused came from the London Lead Company. Firstly,
attention will be directed to the scene of this conflict which
was centred at Middleton-in-Teesdale.

Already it has been shown how the seeds of bitterness
were sown here2 but it was not until after 18%3% that they bore
fruit. This was brought about in the following way.

At the Lead Company's School a new master was appointed.
in 1835 who was by fsith a Presbyterian, and Mr. James the

displaced master., obviously aware of the conditions governing

employment, decided to revenge himself against the Company's

former action.j

He informed the Bishop of Durham immediately
concerning the nature of the appointment, but reaction from
the Church was delayed until 184CQ, when the Bishop of Durham

formally complained to the Company in the following terms. He

Chadwick, O. op.cit., pP.346.
See Chapter 3, p. 62,
Raistrick, A. op.cit., p.65.
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insisted that the Company's schools (schools belonging to

the Company also existed in Weardale) were founded as Church
Schools, and that as such, it was obligatory for the Company
to only appoint masters who were communicant members of the
Church of England. TFurthermore, he objected concerning the
tekt books being used at the schools. The Lead Company, in
defence, informed the Bishop quite rightly that their schools
were established at their own suggestion and expense, and
that salaries etc. were paid by the Company.1 Eventually, the
matter was settled to the satisfaction of the Company., when
the Bishop Had to admit that his charges ageinst the schools
had been made on second hand information, which he had received
from the displaced master, Mr. James.2 However, perhaps as a
gesture of courtesy, the Court of the London Lead Company in
reference to the Presbyterian appointment, decided that they
could not "admit such appointments shall be deemed precedents
upon any future occasion."5 After all, they still relied
upon educafionai facilities which were provided by the Church
of Enzgland in the more remote villages. But the effect of
the case described, seemed to favour the Company School and
may have contributed to its future success. By contrast the

Middleton-in-Teesdale National School struggled for survival.

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid.
5. Minutes of London Lead Company, dated 23%rd Aug. 1849,
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An indication of the continued success of the secular school
was coniirmed wheﬁ a "Gratuity of £25"l was presented to the
schoolmaster in “testimony of the Court's satisfaction at the
very interesting report on the efficient state of those schools
as recently made by Mr. FPoster, assistant Commissioner of
Edu.cation."2 Further evidence in 1862 confirmed the school's
success when the original schoolrooms became too small. A
new building was therefore erected, and the occasion was
marked with a treat which attracted eight hundred and sixty
scholars and sixty teachers from Teesdale and district.5
Throughout this entire period it might be assumed that
the Church viewed the situation jealously, for, in 1873 the
incumbent of Middleton wrote a letter to the Mational Society
concerning the need of a new Church School to counteract the
"deficiencies of a large secular school built by the London
Lead x:‘,ompaurlj,f."'LIr He was obviously well aware of the prevailing
attitude concerning educational provision, since he stated
that there would be "no prospect of local help."5 This
evidence seems to suggest that there was conflict between
the Church of England and the London Lead Company's employees.
The continued existence of the Middleton National School

however, from about 1832 until at least 1870, was perhaps due

1. 1Ibid., dated 22nd Sept. 1859.

2. Ibid. '

5. Teesdale Mercury, dated 10th Sept. 1862.

4. N.S., Middleton in Teesdale File, letter from incumbent
‘dated 4th Aug. 1873, :

5. Ibid. -



85.

to both the need for general educational provision in the
fairly large community of 2,266 persons in 18711_and also to
loyal support from the Church and the National Society.2 Ithx
is fairly conclusive that the London Lead Company's school
detracted from its successful development, and in doing so,
reversed the trend of mutual aid which in the early years of
the nineteenth century was usual between National Schools in
other villages of the dale and the Company. Indeed, had the
Company not enforced attendance at school, then it might well
be concluded that the National Schools in other lead mining
villages might never have survived at a time when the Company
might Jjustifiably have ceased to grant financial aid towards
their upkeep because of the scandal at the Company's school at
Mfiddleton. The Company had obviously handled the problem with
diplomacy, therefore preserving for itself ané the Church the
mutual benefits to be derived from the National Schools in the
other Teesdale communities.

In those parts of the region outside Teesdale, it is
evident that conflict between the Church and State, and
Anglicans and Nonconformists in mabters of educationai
provision were beginning to appear. Towards the end of the

Voluntary Period, and in the face of the pressure for adequate

Censue Returns, 1871.

The incumbent's letter to the National Society dated
4th Aug. 1873 which asked for aid, recalls past
contributions; i.e. £60 in 1832, £25 in 1834, and
£45 in 183%5.

o
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accommodation brought upon local school managers by Government
inspectors, it was found that the Church, even with the
backing of the National Society had little chance of continued
success. The later events in the history of the Naticnal
Schooi at Norton confirm this. Here, due to the demand for
more school places in order that the lower age range of pupils
could be given instruction, an application was made to the
National Society for aid towards the erection of a school for
infants.l It is doubtful however, whether any extension of
the accommodation was ever carried out, since by 1861 the
girls had evidently been completely displaced from the school
ahd only boys were in attendance.2 It can be assumed also
that all children who were perhaps fortunate enough to be
offered a school place were being taught in the original
building. The position was'apparently far from satisfactory.
Accordingly, the incumbent was prompted to raise funds for a
completely new building. A sum of £500 was collected by 1870
and this, with the expected Government grant of £425 plus
£lOO.from the Fational Society should have enabled the
realisation of a building in which to accommodate 425 pupils.5
But unfortunately for some reason, there was considerable delay

in "getting & site for the schools,"4 and by 1872 the Government

App. . Norton National School, dated 16th Jan. 1850.
Preliminary Statement, Norton National School, dated 1861.
App. . Norton WMational School, dated 15th Nov. 1870.

N.S. Norton File, letter from incumbent, dated 1%th Mar.1872.

W ioH
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1 .. c s '
the existing rooms.

Inspector "condemned"

Naturally the promoters of the National School had been
concerned by the impending closure from 1870 but perhaps they
were even more concerned by the possibility c¢f the loss of
Church control over education. Therefore, they requested the
National Society's permissicn to sell the old buildings in
aid of the new project.‘ This final aétion was suggested
because of their fears of the School Board which they believed
would eventually "fall into the hands of the dissenters.”2
The years 1870-1872 seemed to prove rather critical for the
promoters of National Education in Norton because they
realised that the School Boards represented State policy.

Here, it seems that the financial difficulties involved in
providing a new bullding caused a delay which actually resulted
in the displacement cf the National School by a Board School .in
1874,

Further evidence of conflict between the Educational
Bodies comes from the towns, but here it was often in the form
of antagonism between the two éocieties resulting from their'
efforts to be first in the field to provide schools. In
Darlington, for example, the provision of a National School in

St. John's parish shows the typical fears of religious

. Ibid.
2. 1Ibid.
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nonconformity experienced by many contemporary Churchmen.

To nurture parochial welfare at the eastern growth point
of the town, the above second parish was formed in 1847, the
parish Church being built in the following year.l However,
even before the official declaration of tle new ecclesiasticai
district, a Sunday School room had been erected in 1844 which
also served as a temporary school.2 But the opening of a
permanent school was a necessary priority, since by 1846 the
population of the area was of the order of three thousand.5
Many were employed in the rapidly expanding manufacturing and
railway trades. The promoters of the Church Sunday School
were anxious to provide a permanent day school, as it was
noted that the "dissenters were making great exertion to
build a British and Foreign School"LL in the area. Application
was therefore made to the National Society in 1846 for
financial aid. Resulting from this application the Society
granted £20, but only for the development of a temporary
school,5 to be conducted it is assumed, on similar Germs to the
one already held in the Sundaﬁ School rooms mentioned above.
The grant offered was not accepted because the existing school

"suddenly dwindled due to unfortunate businesses of trades

1. Longstaffe, W.H.D. The History etc. of Darlington, p.247.
App. F. 8t. John's Hational School, Darlington, dated
7th Sept. 1846.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid. .
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The depression in trade also adversely affected

the development of the provosed and feared British School.

Consequently neither were built for some considerable time.
After another decade however a successful application

was made in 18562 for the erection of a National School in

which to accommodate one hundred and seventy boys, one hundred

3

and fifty girls and two hundred infants. The estimated cost

of this school was £2,018 18s. 0d., and by 1859 financial

aid was successfully raised from various sources.LIr The
opening of the school wés marked by a formal occasion which
included a teaparty and concert.5 Children were admitted on
January 9th 1860 when forty fou.r6 were present; teaching was
supervised by.a master assisted by William George Snaith7 a
pupil teacher. Also on the same date, the Infants' School
was opened where the children were "under Miss Harriet Close
.of Whitelands Training School."8 #ifty three children
attended on the first day but by October 1Sth 18609 there
were one hundred and forty four attending. Numbers increased
in all three schools, whilst during the period 1862-1863 one
10

hundred and nineteen boys attended their cwn department.

he establishment of this school, the "want of which has long

1. N.S. 8t. John's Fational 3chool, Darlington File, letter from
incumbent dated 4th Dec. 1854,
2. App.F. 3t. John's Fational School, Darlington, dated i4th
- Dec. 1856.
5. Ibid.
4., Ibid., local subscr.-£941. Government Grant-£120., National

Society-£100.

Darlington Telegraph & Guisborough Mercury, %1lst Dec. 1859.
Log Book St. John's ‘Wational School, entry dated 9th Jan.1860.
See Chapter 10, p. 204for some debails of his career.

Log Book 8t. John's Hational School (Infants) entry dated

9th Jan. 1860.

Ivid., entry dated 19th Jan. 1860.

Ibid., Boys' School.
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been felt in the increasing district"l of Bank Top, was
seemingly justified beyond doubt. And to further relieve the
difficulties of providing educational accommodation in the
area, the British School mentioned earlier was at last duly
erected which meant that the children here were eventually
well provided for.

The proposed British School was re-considered because of
the continued growth of the populetion in the railway district
of Bank Top, and possibly because the promoters of Darlington's
British Schools did not wish to appear to have been outdoﬁe in
view of the above large National School having been built.
According to the Preliminary Statement of the school, it only
accommodated thirty siz infants, thirteen boys and twenty six
girls on being opened.2 But from the plans of the building it
appears that it was designed to meet the requirements of many
more children.?5

Similarly, in Middlesbrough the 'pride of place' attitude
of a certain Ghﬁrch of England clergyman was revealed in a
rather peculiar situation which developed, where, as was seen
earlier, there were yet no schools functioning under the
auspices of the Hational Society. The first Church of England

school resulted quite clearly from a particular series of events

-1l. Darlington Telegraph & Guisborough lMercury, dated 31st
Dec. 1859. '

2. Preliminary Statement, Bank Top British School, Darlington,
dated 1859. ’

5. See Appendix J.
The total classroom area of Bank Top British School was
2336 sq. ft. approx. and at the allocation of 6 sq. ft. per
child, it would have accommodated %90 pupils approx.



which are generally summarised in the following paragraphs.

In 1858, the serious explosion of a boiler at the works
of Messrs. Snowdon & Hopkins focussed attention on the social
needs of the town.l The first person to respond to the call
was a trained nurse named Francis [Mary Rachel Jagques. B5he
founded a cottage hospital in 1859, and later that year was
joined by the Rev. Adam Clarke Smith who acted as its
chaplain.2 St. John's Mational School resulted from the
efforts of this clergyman after he had initiated a local appeal
for the acquisition of funds with a notice that showed some
concern about the lack of Church Schools in the town. He
used the following terms to describe the situation.

"The town of Middlesbrough in the North Riding of
Yorkshire containing as it does 17,000 inhabitants principally
composed of the labouring classes, many dissenting places of
worship and several schools is still entirely without any
schools whatsoever in connection with the Church of England."5

The result of the sppeal was considerable and a total of
£2,'7594 was raised. It might reasonably be assumed that much
of the finance came from the iron-masters who seemingly were
usually willing to help in such matters. The school opened at

c
Marton Road in February 18607 and accommodated one hundred and

1. St. JdJohn's Mational School, Middlesbrough, Centenary
Pamphlet, p.12.

2. Ibid.

3. Ibid., p.21.

4. Tbid.

5.

Darlington and Stockton Times, dated 11lth Feb. 1860.
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thirty boys and one hundred and twenty two girls.1 In 1861
an infants' room was added for teaching two hundred and ten
pupils.2

Pinally from Middlesbrough is an example on the part of
the Church of England to save a school from being taken over
by the State. This arose, as did the previously mentioned case
at Norton, towards the end of the Voluntary Schools' Period
when it became clear that the earlier established St. Paul's
Hational School needed;enlargement in order to accommodate more
children in the ever expanding neighbourhood. As was learned
earlier from the Norton examﬁle, if the Church was teo retain
its hold on elementary schools in the latter years of the
Voluntary Period, then the Kational Society would have to
suppiy aid with all haste. In the case of St. Paul's,
rMiddlesbrough, an application was made in 1870 for aid to
build a girls' school room. To ensure a quick decision
concerning the new room, the correspondent informed the
National Society that immediate action would be needed if they
were to qualify for the promised funds "from interested firms."5
He impressed that immediate action would be quite Justified, as
it was feared thaet if the School Bogrd already projected came

in

into being, then funds might no longer be available. This

1. Preliminary Statement, St. John's National School,
Middlesbrough, dated 1859.

2. BSt. John's Hational School, Middlesbrough, Centenary
Pamphlet, p.27.

5. App. F. 8t. Paul's National School, Middlesbrough, dated

4, TIbid. ‘



extra accommodation was urgently required because the
Goverhment Inspector had stated in 1869 that "accommodation
is very difficult."l However, it was left until 1871 before
further development was implemented upon the receipt of a
Soclety grant for ;%lOO.2 The timely acquisition of the )
grant in this instance saved the situation and resulted in
a victory for the Church. ’

In view of the above examples of conflict and
denominational fear, it might be wondered why the Anglican.
Church fought so desperately to control elementary education
in the villages and towns of the nation when perhaps much
more could have been achieved without incurring the element of
religious conflict. The answer of course, was to be found in
the attitude of the Church of England towards all matters of
Staté. In fact, its heirarchy firmly believed that if thé
State interfered in education then there would be a decay of

5

religion and a growth of immorality.

1. ZLog Book. S5t. Paul's National School, Middlesbrough,
H.M.I's Report for 1869.

2. N.S. 8t. Paul's lHational School, Middlesbrough, File,
letter from the Society to the incumbent, dated 18th Oct.
1870.

3, Rich, E.E. op.cit., p.26.
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Chapter 5

The Establishment of National Schools
throughout the Region hetween 183%% and
1870.

In the previous Chapter it was shown that some of the
schools in the Teesdale-Teesside region were established as a
result of religious conflict which existed either between the
Church and School Boards or between promoters working on
behalf of the educational agencies. Yet irrespective of
circumstances surrounding the establishment of individusl
Voluntary Schools, they were all complementary to éach cther
in that they set out to resolve an educational need felt among
the poor. This need had bhecome increasingly clear from 1816
since pressure for elementary education had built up after
years of deprivation in the early part of the nineteenth
century.l Under such terms of reference it might seem that it
was simply a matter for promoters to make the required schools
available. Generally, however, the provision of suitable
buildings depended not only upon promoters but also upon local
conditions and either one or other of the twé major educational
Societies.,

FEducation was éeginning to affect the lives of families in

communities everywhere. The general public could hardly ignore

\Ji
no

1l. B3ee Chapter 2, p.°'



its presence because they would be invited to mske their
subscriptions towards the erection and support of schools.1
If school provision had not been implemented in local situations
before 18%%, a movement towards that end gradually evolved from
the time of the awvailability of Government aid. Moreover, most
elementary eduvcation arranged on an organised basis was destined
to beccome more or less the responsibility of the Esteblished
Church for nearly another forty years. This, as was shown
earlier, was apparent in Teesdale despite the Lead Company's
dominance over most matters. It was eqgually true in the
villages of the lower Tees valley and also in the Teesside towns.2
When the Church found itself with the responsibility of
expending public money for educational purposes from 1833, it
had to accept the beginnings of State interference in matters
which formerly had been private and ecclesiastic. Educational
thought was of céurse, periodically stimulated by such men as
James Mill and Jeremy Bentham. In upholding the Utilitarian
view, Benthém and his followers considered that education was
necessary for social and political ends, therefore they wished

3

to free it from religious teaching. Thus, with such feelings
clearly advertised, the Church of England moved into s position

]
whereby it attempted to keep a '"very tight hand on its schools,"L

1. BSee Chapter 6, p.l1l27.

2. See map in Appendix ‘D. Note the distribution of National
Schools, especially in villages.

5. Jarman, T.L. op.cit., p.245,

1.

. HMoorman, J.R.M. op.cit., p.350.



whilst the lack of religious agreement between the rival
National and British Societies caused them both to multiply
their efforts to build educational institutions.

Resulting partly from the interaction of these factors,
nearly every village and certainly all of the towns in the
region supported elementary schools of diverse types by
roughly the middle of the century.l In the following pages
the promotion of Natiohal Schools is dealt with in order to
reveal how the children of the poor were given the opportunity
of learning in the differing circumstances found within the
region's urban and agricultural areas. It will be seen that
there were some guite different problems coﬁfronting those
who became responsible for setting up schools in the two
contrasting areas.

First, the development of schools in the villages will
be considered and it will be shown that by and large they were
established much later in the century than those in the dale
where early philanthropic effort and the financial support of
the Lead Company were important. Also it will be seen that
the position of the Church of England as the educator of
village people, was generally unchallenged throughout the

Voluntary Period.

1. See map in Appendix B.
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The Villages.

The villages situated on the north bank of the Tees were
similar in many ways and people lived according to long
established traditions which were typical of agricultural
communities. TIrom an educational point of view the inhabitants
of these communities who were without schools in 1833 were
generally keen that something should be done about it. In many
instances the need for instruction had been felt either before
or shortly after that date and clearly, High Coniscliffe,
Eaglescliffe and Piercebridge are good examples. The development
of the Wational School at High Coniscliffe will be discussed
first in order to show how educatiocnal provision was eventually
achieved after lengthy prepsration on the part of the promoters.

They initially began their efforts in the late 1820's
after resolving "at a meeting held in the vestry room in the
Parish Church of High Coniscliffe, upon the 1l1lth day of August
1829"l to erect a building for school use. Sums of money were
collected over a period of years which included £11 5s. 0d. in
1834, £11 5s. 0d. in 1835, £12 in 1837 and £8 in ]_845.2 By
13848 the total amount received was £170 Ys. 0d., which was
just about the sum needed for the erection of a school building

which had been estimated would cost £171 9s. 6d.j This figure

1. Coniscliffe Day School Committee Minutes and A/C. 1829-90.
2 L] Ibid.
5. Ibid.
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excluded the value of the site but this fact was

[
inconsequential since it was to be a gift from a Mr. Howard,
the Lord of the Hanor.l The school was named Coniliscliffe
Mational School, desﬁite the fact that it was probably an
independent project. The collections shown above indicate
that the necessary finance came from local sources. A
contemporary writer described it as possessing no ceiling, and
with a heating system which was found to be "slow and difficult."2
Confirmation that the building was extremely simple suzggests
that it was erected as quickly as funds would allow so that
education could be made available. There is good reason to
believe that the school only attracted pupils from that part
of the parish known ags High Coniscliffe where in fact it was
established. The children of Low Coniscliffe, who really
formed part of the same community seemingly lacked educational
oprortunity until 18‘72.5 During that year however, a Iritish
3chool was erected by Mr. A. Fease of Darlington. This
eventually accommodated at least one hundred children4 which
seems to indicate that there had been considerable educational
inadequacy within the parish as a whole until the advent of
the British School.

Occasionally, people were not prepared to await the

Walshaw, W. A History of Coniscliffe, MS. p.195.
Ibid., p.206. :
Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.445.

Ibid.

SO0t
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eventual provision of a village school which might result from
the chance action of local promoters. Farents living at
EBaglescliffe for example, provided the initisl stimulus for
education here when they exhibited keenness for their children
to receive some teaching during the early years of the century
even though there was no school. The children were sent to the
National School at Yamrm,a village on the other sidé of the

Tees in Yorkshire.l This practice however, did not continue

for long after 18%3 because a National School -was established

in the village in 18%8. On applying to the National Society for
a grant, the Anglican incumbent estimated the popﬁlation to be
of the order of 625 persons,2 but this was an exaggeration, as
the Census Return for 183%1 was 424 whilst for 1841 it was only
44%. Local pressure.for a school to be built as quickly as
possible had been successfully applied 50 it would appear.

This i1s confirmed by a hint of impatience given in correspondence
. accompanying the application to the National Society. The
suggestion was that the managers were anxious to proceed with

n?

the building since the "subscriptions were in. From the
circumstances surrounding the establishment of the school it is
clear that there was some urgency on the part of the promoters

to afford educational facilities for the children of +the

. ZIbid., p.697. :
. App.F. Faglescliffe WNational School, dated 15th June 1837.
. Ibid.
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labouring poor who had shown that they were willing to suffer
the inconvenience of travelling in order to receive instruction.

Turning now to Piercebridge, it is evident that the
situation here was initially very similar to that which had
evolved earlier in the century at Eaglescliffe. 1t sppears that
the children of this relatively small community had been deprived
of elementary instruction until it first became available in
1848 ét the neighbouring village of High Coniscliffe. Their
desire for schooling was clearly shown since they were also
willing tc travel to the facilifies cffered in an adjacent
community. Even then, only the elder boys were allowed to
-attend.l Later the position was resolved when in 1853,
Piercebridge Wational School was built and immediately attracted

A
forty scholars.”

Despite Government aid and the eagerness for schooling
shown in the above cases there seems to have been unavoidable
delay in building the schools, due, it is assumed, to the
time taken to collect local fundz. This of course, was meost
evident in the case of the school at High Coniscliffe.

Educstional provision for the children of other villages in
the region however, was probably delayed for different reasons.

In the case of the National School at Whorlton for example, it

1. Walshaw, W. IMS. op.cit., p.l1l9G.
2. Preliminary Stetement, Fiercebridge National School, dated
1853, '
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was possibly because of the traditional use of child employment
at the local farms. One of the chief reasons for child

employment in agricultural communities was due to the fact

n

o
w

that from eight years of age, a child could earn 6d per day or

more, and at 12 years of

)
[6+]
o

The school proposed here in 1848, fifteen years ﬁfter the
introduction of State alid was to cost an estimated £186 15s. 63d.
It appears that the promocters had been engaged in collecting
funds for some time and local subscriptions by that year
amounted to £139; +the Diocesan Schoel Society had awarded
525 whilst the contribution expected from the National Society
was £15.2 The local collection of funds proved sufficient
and the school envisaged in 1848 was opened in 1849. The
total number of pupils in attendance wag initially only forty
four which included twenty eight boys and sixteen girls.5 The
original estimation of an attendance of seventy eight boysl+
indicated that many who might possibly have benefited from.an
elementary educaticn did not participate. This, of course, was
perhaps not unusual because a child taken from work would be
tantamount to a reduction in a family's income. But to
further the cause of education in this difficult situation the

local incumbent enthusiastically associated himself with the

Report of the Wewcastle Commission, Vol.I. p.130.

App. F. Yhorlton Hational School, dated 12th Sept. 1843.
Preliminery Ststement. Whorlton National School, dated 1849,
App. F. Whorlton National School, op.cit.

AR VIS

, earnings might rise to at least l/—;
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children. Occasionally he invited them to the parsonage

where they indulged in Jjovial activities.] Probably such
functions helped to encourage many children to attend school.
thus introducing another bridge away from the old routine of
village 1life. Continuity of the school was apparently
maintained, for the local press was aware of its progress and
activities as late as 1869.

If in some villages the promotion of scheools was not
always achieved with immediacy for one reason or another,
there were yet more problems regarding the business of
providing suitable educational facilities during the
nineteenth century. There were, for instance, examples of
buildings in both villages and towns becoming inadequate
within a short time of their erection. The Kational School at
Gainford was a typical example of such a situation occurring
in a village.

Educational provision for the children here dated from a
very early périod, in fact, an endowment existed for this
purpose from 1691.2 The first record of a Hational School
however, was mentioned in the Annual Report of the National
Society for 18%8. At this time two schools were stown to have

been in "union"5 with the Society from 1837 when they provided

Teesdale Mercury, dated 25th Ap. 1369.
Whellan & Co. op.cit., p.563.
N.S. Rept., 18%8 »n.72.
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education for both boys and girls. _The buildings, probably
erected some years earlier, contained the school until 1857,
when it became necessary to provide a new establishment.
This resulted from the gradual increase of the population
and the subseguent pressure for more school places.

Application was therefore made to the National Society for
this purpose, whilst the estimated cost was £450 GUs, lld.l The
incumbent of Gainford at this time seemed to be extremely
interested in the educational aspect of parochial welfare.
Indeed, he strengthened his application for the new school by
referring to similar work he had promoted out of his "own
pocket"? in another parish some years previously. His
enthusiasm was clearly effective, local support by subscription
quickly amounted to &£263%, whilst in addition he received a
grant of £10 from the Mational Society. The new accommodation
was opened in 1858 despite an incurred debt of £59. 12s. Od..5
Further enlargements were necessarily carried out in 1866 and
were again partly financed from aid granted by the Society.4

The fact that all of the region's villages except
Middleton-St-George were able to provide approved facilities
offering elementary education by 18'70,5 reflects in some

measure the effectiveness of the Government Grant and the part

« App.F. Gainford National School, dated 15th July 1857.

Ibid.

N.S. Gainford File, letter from incumbent dated 27th Ap.1858.
App.F. Gainford National School, dated 2%rd Nov. 1865.

See map in Appendix D.
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played by the Established Church and its local adherents.
Traditionally of course, there was a bond bebween the Church and
the labouring poor in the villages because familiss devended
on Church rites in birth, life and death processes. HMoreover,
in the early decades of the century and especially in these
small communities there was often no other form of religious
mediator between God and man. The FMethodist Chapels which
later provided an alternative only generally became established
after the_lBiO's. Billingham Chapel, for instance, was erected
in 18561 but the majority were much later in the century.
Meanwhile, Roman Catholic Churches were almost non-existent
in the villages, probably because the larger centres of
Durham's Catholic population "tended to be in the north of the
County."2

Bearing these facts in mind it is easily sppreciated why
the majority of village schools were Wational Schools. Even
if other denominations had heen sufficiently well established
it is most likely that any educational effort on their part
would have suffered from the same frustrations éxperienced by
the promoters of National Schools.

Yet, in spite of the problems experienced by schools'

promoters working in these situations it is evident that their

Fay

1. WwWhellan & Co., op.cit., p.590.
2. Heyes, J.F. op.cit., p.l9%6.
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~

task was relatively straightforward by contrast with those who

laboured towards a similar goal in the North-Eastern towns.

The Towns

So far as the Teesside district was concerned, really heavy
industrialisation began in about the middle of the nineteenth
century. Up to that time Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough
were hardly affected by the development of found:wries and the
iron trades.l Nevertheless, from 1833 the gradual growth of
these towns began to expose gaps in the educational system.
They continued to exist in the subsequent era of rarid population
expansion which occurred after 1850 when engineering trades
were introduced.2

In the towns it was sometimes possible to provide schools
for children belonginé to certain denominations instead of the
single parish school as was shown to be the case in most of
the villages. But the National Schools estaeblished in Darlington,
Stockton and Middlesbrough before and after 1850 were important
so far as Anzlicans were concerned. However, Hatiénal Schools
developed before 1850 shall be discussed first because this was

a period different from the one which followe

1. See ¢ apterll, pPp.2L4-25.
2. Ibid.
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In Darlington certain denominational schools eventually
became active in addition to those identified with the HNational
Society. But duriné the period 1833-1850 the only ones which
provided elementary education for the children of the poor, were

a Roman Catholic School opened in 18481

and British Schools.
From Annual Reports concerning the Skinnergate British School

it seems that perhaps all schools were working at capacity,
since by 1849 this school was admitting children of "all
denominations and Roman Catholics."2 Such evidence is clearly
indicative of a serious shortage of school places in the
educational system. Examples described below readily show thet
educational promotion was not algays given the priority it ought
to have demanded in the new Aﬂglican parishes.

Darlington's first additional parish to be formed was that
of Holy Trinity in 1856.5 It incorporated part of the town which
was developing towards the village of Cockerton. But it was not
until 1845, that'any attempt was made by the Istablished Church
to provide a National School. This was regardless of the fact
that the beneficial effects of education were sorely needed at
a time when social conditions were not improving. Actually, the

town's "existing evils" seemed to be getting worse and became

the object of a Parliamentary Inquiry in 184-9.4 Apparently few

Heyes, J.F. op.cit., p.221.
B. & F. Rept., 184<, p.68.
Longstaffe, W.H.D. op.cit., p.247.
Fordyce, W. Vol.I. op.cit., p.480.

oo+
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organisations apart from the existing schools catered for the
needs of the young people, hence, "gangs of youths" frequently
invagded the streets, intermingling with those who provided a
spectacle of drunkenness, associated with the lot of the poor.l
The proposed school was for the accommodation of one hundred
and- forty four boys and the same number of girls, at an
estimated cost of £750.2 A lack of finance proved to be a
major obstacle for the timely erection of the buildings which
shows that village schools were not alone in the struggle for

a sufficiency of funds. Confirmation of such difficulty in
this pariéh is found in correspondence to the Nafional Society
when the incumbent expressed his disappointment at its proposed

grant of £70. He suggested that, "if it is not increased there

S

is fear of abandonment of the project."” Eventually the
financial difficulties were surmounted, and in 1846 the school
was opened in buildings in Commercial Street.4 All availlable
prlaces were occupied despite the fact that some pupils soon
left for reasons which shall be discussed in a later Chapter.5
The population of this area increased steadily for those
reasons discussed earlier in Chapter 1, and considerable
pressure for school places resulted. An application was

therefore made to the Wational Society in 1850 for aid

l. WNicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.75.
2. App. F. Holy Trinity Latlonal School, Darlington, dated
5th Feb. 1845.
3. N.S. Holy Trinity File, letter from incumbent, dated
22nd Feb. 1845,
4, Cosgrove, ¥W.F. The Story of Holy Trinity, Darllngfon p.15.
5. See Chapter 9, p.179.
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towards buillding a new; eﬁlarged school in which to instruct
two hundred boys and one hundred infants.l The new builaing
was duly erected in Union Street with the help of financial
aid from the Society.2 When it opened it was used exclusively
for boys, whilst the original buildings in Commercial Street
continued in use for girls and infants.3

British Schools' promoters of course, continued to
“initiate school projects during the pre-engineering era of the
region, and in Darlington, provided more than just supplementary
accommodation iong before the town was faced with the
educational needs of a rapidly expanding population. Their
contribution will be dealt with fully in the next Chapter.
Some consideration will now be given to the development of
National Schools in Stockton and Middlesbrough from 1833 until
the middle of the century.

In Stockton, the first movement involving additional
parochial development came in the year 183%4/5, when the
Church of Holy Trinity was bulilt within the existing parish of
St. Thomas.” & separate ecclesiastical district was later
created in 183%7. By 1847 the population of the area had
reached 5,000,5 but the only educational fécilities serving

the expanding community were in the form of Sunday Schools and

. App.F. Holy Trinity MNational School, Darlington, dated
4th May 1850.

Ibid., £10 was promised.

Cosgrove, W.F., bdop.cit., p.15.

Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.720.

App. ¥. Holy Trinity WNational School, Stockton, dated
2nd Feb. 1847.

VEVID



the British School.l As in Darlingtan, some years after the
creation of the new parish, the incumbent made a successful
application to the Hational Society in 1847 for sid towards
the provision of a school, in which one hundred and fifty

boys and one hundred girls were to receive education.2 But
whilst educational promoteérs both here and in Darlington were
seeking to provide adequate elementary school facilities in
the face of increasing population, the adjacent town of |
Middlesbrouvgh was experiencing similar, but more acute
difficulties, and continued to do so until long after 1870.
For the first half_of the century 1t was not so much a
question of filling the gaps in the existing educational system
but rather of how to versuade children to attend the only
soundly established school which did exist i.e. the British
School.3 More, however, shall be said about this in the next
Chapter. Irn the meantime, there seemed to be nc one interested
in promoting a National School even though the first
ecclesiastical district of the town i.e. that of Bt. Hilda was
formed in 1840. In fact, before the Established Church became
engaged in providing educational facilities for the poor, a
second parish was created in 1865.LL Hence, the advent of

National Schools in Middlesbrough was very late by contrast with

Ibid.

Ibid.

By 1847 a Roman Catholizc School was functioning and a
"congregational committee were making strenuous efforts to
erect a new one." See unpublished M. Ed. thesis by

Jd. Kitching entitled 'The Development of Catholic Education

in the Worth and Eazst Ridings of Yorkshire and the City of

York, 1571-1870, p.l86.

4, Lillie, W. op.cit., p.%88.
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Darlington and Stockton.

FProm the above examples concerning the establishment of
NMational Schools in the parishes of the North-Eastern towns
it appears that uvp to 1850, there was seemingly little real
sense of urgency to provide an adequate number of schools for
poor children.l But since vart of the finance for schools
had to be found locally, incumbents probably had to devote
much time to fostering good will among the inhabitants of the
new parishes. From 1850 however, when employment provided
by the found ries and other leading industrial concerns
attracted exceptionally large numbers of working class families
to the area, more had to be done to relieve ignorance among
the poor and in certain instances elementary schools were
established with due expediency. The establishment of MNational

Schools after 1850 shows the response by the Anglican Church.

The social changes taking place in these northern towns at
this time were not unusual since other areas were similarly
affected. By the middle of the 1850's, Darlington, for
example, entered a new phase of development due to the
introduction of heavy industrial works. This resulted in the

continued increase of the population bult at a greater rate

2 . . . - .
than before. With the introduction of industrial processes

1. See map in Apvendices B
2. See Chapter 1, p.3%4.
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carried out at the Forge and the South Durham Iron Works, the

town seemed to respond to the cultural and educatioconal needs of

at least a certain section of society. For example, a

Mechanicd': Institute was founded in 1854.1

Perhaps many
industrial employees repaired to its lecture rooms and
laboratories for educational advancement or for leisure
activities. In addition, the Darlington Choral Society and
the Church of Fngland Institube were inaugurated in the years
1856 and 1859, yvet to some extent, there was an atmosphere of
"intellectusl e}cclusiveness"2 engendered within fhese
organisations. Consequently, there was very little diffusion

)

of culture emong the peovle or towards the children of the
labouring poor class. If any of The benefits of education

were to be gained by the poor, then a further expansion of

iy

the Voluntary Schools' System would provide the only hope.
This is exactly what took place bvecause fortunately there
were those who were keen to found schools in the new parts
of the town.

When a growth in the population occurred at the northern
boundary especially in what became the heavy industrial
district, another parochial area evolved. This eventually

became designated as the parish of 8t. Paul, being formally

(¢

1. MWNicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.91.
2. Ibid.
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defined in 1862. A Mission Church was opened on September 18th
1862, with the Rev. T.H. Thompson as incumbent.1 Almost
immediately, the provision of an infants' school bhecame one

of the chief concerns of the local Churchmen. By 1863% they

had collected the sum of £405 towards the establishment of
their objective.2 The school was built in Westmoreland Street
in that year, and had two hundred and fifty children in

attendance by 18‘72.'3

This was the last National School to be
built in Darlington before 1870 having been preceded by
St. John's in 1859.%

The town of Stockton demonstrated a similar disposition
towards the provision of educationel facilities for the
children of the people when growth arcas were developing into
new communities at the boundaries of the original places of
habitation. It was found here for instance, that in the early
1850's the population of the Fort Clarence district was
increasing. It was in this area that the.town's next National
School was established. Perhaps it wass under Church control
from the outset, but initially, it was of very humble origin
having been first established in a coftage in 1855.5 The
designation Port Clarence Wational School, was probably

originally applied in 1862 when a new building was erected.6

1. Darlington & Stockton Times, dated Z3rd Sept. 1922.

2. HNicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.52.

5. Derlington & Stockton Times, dated 23rd Sept. 1922.

4, BZee Chapter 4, p.B9, concerning the erection of this school.

5. Preliminary Statement, Port Clarence National School,
Middlesbrough, dated 1862, '

6. Ibid.



But the control which the Church exercised only extended to
educational matters as the property wss owned by a Company
known as Bell Bros. The number of pupils being educated in
1862 included thirty three boys and twenty nine girls.l
Following the habitation of the Port Clarence area came a
further rapid population increase in the district surrounding
Portrack TLane, and as was indicated by the sudden expansion
of a Ragged School which already existed in the neighbourhood,
it must have been one of the poorer areas of the town.2 But
perhaps not all children attending the Ragged School were of
vet bl

o

e district had not bheen

the poorest class, because as
defined as a new ecclesiasticel sector, and the establishment
of a2 Church Schocol had not been possible. In 1864, the new
parish of Bt. James was created to incorporate this district.5
But as had been the case all too often during the earlier

vears of the century, an application for the erecticn of a
Hational School was not made until 1870 when the population was
again increasing due to the iron trade. The school which was
eventually established accommodated_four hundred boys and

girls in two ro&ms; which shows once more the need. for
educational facilities on a large scale in the towns.Ll

Apart from the original Blue Coat 3chool and the Ragged and

1. . Ibid.

2. Richmond, T. op.cit., pp.228-9.

5. whellan & Co., op.cit., p.720.

+.  App.F. St. James National 3chool, Stockton, dated 26th Dec.
1870, Also documents in the N.3. I'ile concerning St. Jamesk:
KNational School state that it was eventually established in
187/5.
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Industrial School, the Established Church in Stockbton was
responsible for the erection of two vost 183%3% Hational Schools
i.e. Holy Trinity snd St. James's. However, these
institutions together vrovided most of the elementary

. ) . 1
education for a population of at least 28,0217

3

ersons until

1
n

e

1875. On the other hand, it must not be forgotten that many
children possibly found suitable apprenticeships here which
detracted from their attendance at school.2

If there had been omissions in providing educabional
facilities for Darlington and Stockton by 1870, Middlesbrough,
even at that time was still more or less at the stage of
making provision for a basic system of schools. Previous to
1850 the town was not really an industrial centre. In fact it
was not until after that date that the heavy industries were
introclu_ced.5 As in Darlington and Stockton, the post 1850 era

encouraged further expansion of the populsticn, which in turn

created a greater need for the benefits which were to be

Y

xtion. But the development of

derived from elementary educ

Iq

National Schools in the new town was to be delayed for many
years to come. Indeed, the formation of a parish here seemed
to demand unusual circumstances. Middlesbrough's second

parish, 3t. John's, was established as the result of an

1. Census Returns, 1871.

2. See Chapter 1, .26 for the variety of trades which
probably created employment for large numbers of young
apprentices.

5. Bee Chapter 1, ».3%0.
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industrial disaster in 1858,1 whilst the foundation of the

National School was perhaps really due to jealousy on the part

of the incumbent who quickly realised that only dissenters hnad
2

hitherto promoted schools in the entire town.“”

Before the year 1870 however, one further parish was
formed in 18867, it was that of St. Paul.5 Despite the
non-existence of a church building, sn incumbent was appointed
whose priority seems to have been educational provision. He
made spplication to the Wational Society in 1867 for the

establishment of a schoolroom to be used eventually as an

i
infants' school but initially as a mixed school.

5

Local funds
were raised very quickly by contrast with many other similsr
projects, but much was obtained from local employers who had
been persuaded "to join in a scheme of education in the |
principles of the National Society."6 Elementary education
became available at the school from Januvary 1868 when it was

first opened for boys and girls. Seventy five boys and thirty

14

seven girls were taught separately. Building continued at the

school site, and in 1869 an infants' room was opened with sixty

children present on the first morning, and seventy three by the

b ol Es L] N
afternoon. But St. Paul's Wetional School was not yet

considered complete. Indeed, efforts for its eventual

. St. John's National School, Middlesbrough, Centenary

Pamphlet, p.l2.

See Chapter 4, ».91.

Lillie, %W. op.cit., p.388.

App.F. 3t. Paul's National School, Middlesbrough, dated

23%rd Apr. 1867.

Ibid., local funds amounted to £600.

N.S. 5t. Paul's National School, FMiddlesbrough #ile, letter

from incumbent dated 12th Aug. 1868.

. Preliminary Statement, St. Paul's National School,
Miiddlesbrough, dated 1868. )

. ILog Book, St. FPaul's National School, Middlesbrough, entry

dated 1llth Jan. 1869.

o0 ~J oY\ oo |
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e

, tlme
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completion vroved ultimately to be & race agains
because its lack of accommodation for older children was a
good example of one of Forster's 'educational gaps' considered
in the Act of 18'70.l The fears of the vpromoters are described
in detail in Chapter 4 where it is shown that the enemy, i.e.
the State, was succeszsfully kept at bay.

However, there was vet much educational provision Hto be
made for the children of the PMiddlesbrough poor. The two

parishes latterly formed made some provision, but before 186%

origi

®

181 parish of S5t. Hilda.

nothing had been affected in th
A posgible reason for this was that the Anglicans probably had
been deterred by the apparent difficulties in attracting
children to school experienced by the promoters of the British
School, and therefore considered the facilities offered by
that school and Sunday Schools to be sufficient for the needs
of the area.

But in 1869 a successful application was made to the
ional Society for aid to erect St. Hilda's Hational Schools

. s < . 2
in which to teach three hundred boys and two hundred girls.

cr

Ma

The immediate fruition of this last National School project

again, was largely due to a gift of £6,58% from the iron-master

Mr. H.W.F. Bolckow.>

1. See Introduction, p.6.

2. W.S. 8t. Hilda's Wationsl School, Middlesbrough File,
Letter from incumbent, dated 5th Aug. 1880.

3. Lillie, W. op.cit., p.112.
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For at least forty wvears before 1870 educational provision
was inadeguate in Middlesbrough., and for a long time after the

introduction of the School Board there was still much to be

e

done. In some respects tlie situation

was excusable, as it is
doubtful whether any scheme could have coped with the unique
populatipn'explosion which brought the new town into being.
Whils%jthe Hational Schools established in the villages
and towns on the north bank of the Tees had much in common
with regard to management and parochial ethos, there were
clearly some differences. Urban schools were generally larger
than those in the villages, and this factor alone implies the
provision of better facilities for town children. In fact, the
newer schools built during the closing years of the Voluntary
FPeriod must have been lavish by contrast with those of earlier
years. Apart, however, from the better facilities of town
schools, there was evidence of difficulties in teaching
children who were new to the discipline imposed.2 Such problems
do not appear to have existed in the village. schools. This was
perhaps due to educational traditions which had been built uvp
over the yesrs and which in many instances dated from the
eighteenth century. Also in the villages there did not seem

to be the problem of educating pauper children as was the case

1. See Chapter 7, p158.
2. See Chapter 7, pds52,
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in the towns. On industrial Teesside where towns were growing
rapidly, the only hope for such children was in the Ragged
Schools.

Throughout the period 183%3% to 1870 the impetus given
towards the provision of National Schools in the villages and
towns has been shown to contrast sharply with that of the
earlier years of the century.l This of course was not only due
to the availability of Government aid but also to the various
pressures brought about by changing social attitudes. In fact
the years between 183%% and 1870 embraced a social awakening
during which the educational needs of the poor were considered.
Progressively more money wes voted by the Treasury for use in
schools and persons in positions of social leadership clearly
assocliated themselves with the cause. But the National Schools
constituted only one part of the Voluntary System; some
consideration must now be given to the developrment throughout
the Teesdale-Teesside region of that other constituent, the

British Schools.

1. Compare Faps in Appendices A and D.



Chapter ©
The Establishment of British Schools

throughout the Region between 1333
and 18&70.

Clearly by 1870 most of the villages of the region were
able to support a National'School.l Horeover, it might be
recasonably concluded that over the years, if village
children desired the benefits to be derived from elementary
education then they could be accommodated at the existing
schools as gchool managers had been increasingly confronted
with the task of making sure that adequate facilities were
available. The enlargement of existing buildings or the
erection of completely new ones was a feature of the
nineteenth century Voluntary System.2 On the other hand,
in the continuously expanding towns it was shown in the
previous Chapter that there was always a need for both new
and enlarpged elementary schools so that by the end of the
Voluntary Period there was still a serious lack of
accommodation. Many of the children of the labouring poor on
industrial Teessidg were therefore reared in areas of
educational deprivation simply because schools could not be

provided fast enough by the Naticnal Society, or for that matter

1. BSee map in Appendix D.
2. ©Bee previous Chapter, m. 102 - 103,
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by other interested Eodies. Throughout the Voluntary Period
however, the promoters of British Schools worked with due
expediency in Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough and it
was here that they made their greatest contribution to the
cause of elementary education. The reaszons why the efforts of
British Schools' promoters were consolidated in the towns were
perhaps twofold; first, as has already been observed, the
various Honconformist denominations were rather slow to bregk
down the barriers of Anglican traditionalism in the villages,
and secondly, the chief philanthropic supporters of these
‘schools actually lived in the towns mentioned above.

Whilst there were broad differences between elementary
education in the towns and villages, there were also
characteristic differences between the schools of the National
and the British and Foreign School Societies which were
especially contrasted in the urban settlements.l Of all the
British Schooles founded in the Teesdale-Teesside region during
the period 18%%-1870, only one was outside the industrial érea

A , . . 2 s x
of the lower reaches of the river. This was probably because

the evangelistic efforts of the Dissenting Church had greateries

in the towns for much of the century. The Nonconformist

Churches therefore embraced many children who might not readiiy

1. BSee Chapters 7 &8, in which school buildings, eguipment and

curricula are discussed.
2. Bee map in Appendix D which shows a British School at
Barnard Castle.
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have been accepted into the Anglican Schools. Thus, if the
children of the various dissenting churches were to be given
the opportunity of an elementary edudation, then ideally it
needed to be made available in schools wherein no particular
religious doctrine was emphasised. Accordingly, Methodist,
Baptist and other dissenting children were largely educated in
the British S‘chools.1 The promotion of these schools depended
upon local initiative and as the Anglican incumbent was of
primary importance in establishing National Schools, his
counterpart was necessary for conducting business with the
British and Foreign School Scociety on behalf of British School
promoters.

In the towns considered in this region, RQualker
industrialists adopted this role which in many ways resembled

3,

that of Anglican incumbents. Many of course, had had the benefit
of education, and therefore might have been expected to have

some ability for organising school committees and exercising

the necessary oversight of schools after their establishment.2
Their work in this capacity was complementary to that of the
Established Church. BPBesides, members of the Society of Friends
were described as people who provided "all the necessities of

the poor"j which included the provision of schools.

See later in Chapter.

Backhouse File, A Collection of miscellaneous papers at the
Northern ¥cho Qffice, Darlington; a newspaper cubting
mentioned that Edmund Backhouse had been educsted at the
Juaker School at Grove House, Tottenham followed by a
Banking apprenticecghip at Norwich.

5. The Diaries of Edward Pease, p.29.

N



From 18%%, Government aid for setting up schools for the
children of the dissenting poor was largely available through

the BPritish and TForeign School Society. From its foundation,

2

the British Soclety was specifically an inmstitution for

d

- - . 1 s .
Classes of every religicus persuasion.” Rritish Schools

promoted in the industrial tovns of Darlington, Stockton an

o2a

Middlesbrough were initiated by leaders of the local Quaker

Societies who followed the precepts of Lancaster,
also a Quaker and founder of the British Society.
Throughout most of the Teesside area several

inter-related Backhouse and Pease families became

rho was

members of

greatly

interested in elementary education. Their Guaker doctrines

eand family involvement were probably instrumental

to create the solidarity which ensbled them to achieve their

ambitious educational programme. Because these industrialist

in helping

families of the North-East were deeply conscious of {their

religious faith they also despised wodlly frivolity and

the

directed much energy towards the development of their business

interests. At the same time, however, they were mindful of

the benefits fto be derived from education; these

were keen to diffuse among the poor by providing

l. B. & F. Rept. 1833, »n.VIII.

they



elementary schools.

A closer study of the prominent Queker familieswho were
responsible for the industrialisation of the North-East might
serve to demonstrate some of the gualities which characterised
individual members. First, our attention will be directed
towards the Backhouse family who pioneered the banlkinz business
in South Durham by establishing their first office at Darlington
in 1774.1 Their rise to prominence began with Jonathan
Backhouse who directed the business during these early years
when he also afforded much of the financial bhacking for the
Stockton and Darlington Railway, which as 2 means of
cominmunication, provided scope for the development of all trades
in the vicinity of Darlington from 1325.

Edmund Backhouse however., a son of Jonathan, typified the
family spirit as well as any other member. He was interested
in the affairs of the town and through his keen interest in
sport, he came into contact with peopnle of differing social
rank which resulted in his growing awareness oj the needs of
the poor.2 For instance, in 1866 the Iron Works in Darlington
was verging on bankruptcy, but he provided timely financial help
thus securing the employment of btwo thousand employees. The

sympathetic and liberal outlook of Edmund, gained him such

Fordyce, W. Vol.I. op.cit., p.483.
Backhouse File, op.cit.
Ibid.

ACIRAGRE o
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popularity that when Darlington elected its first member of

=
-

Parliament in 1867, he was most "fittingly chosen by the

townspeople."l

Throughout his life, he maintained an interest
in the progress of education in Darlington, whilst in 1870 he
was still an active member of the Committee of the Skinnergate
British School,2 and in common with many supporters of the
British and Foreign School Socielty he subsequently leaned
towards Mr. Forster at the time of the 1870 Act.—j

Throughout this period, the Pease family was also engaged
in the industrial and social activities of the North-East.
Often both families worked in concert forming a powerful
spearhead in local affairs generally. It was commonly
acknowledged that during the nineteenth century the Pease family
owned Darlington.4 The wealth embraced by their empire enabled
certain membgrs of the family to project their influence into
the development of the Teesside district. But in addition to
this, they were endowed with a gquality of forésight and religious
zeal common Lomany contemporary @Quakers of the business world.

Meanwhile, several members of the family were actively
engaged in the promotion of educatvion for the poor. In fact it
was sald that they followed the example set by the Lambtons and

the Londonderrys who were also well known for their interest in

1. Phillips, M. A History of Banks, Bankers and Banking etc.,
D.154, '

2. B. & ¥. Rept. 1870. p.109.

5. The Durham Thirteen, p.lOl.

4, Pease File of miscellaneous papers, op.cit.



125.

rroviding education for the people.1 Be that as it may, it is
evident that Joseph Pease perhaps epitomised his family spirit
better than any other member. ILike Edmund-Backhouse, he was
active in the general affairs of Teesside and became aware of
the hard lot of the poor.2 His industrial pro.jects established
him as the employer of an extremely large labour force which

caused the formation of considerable new communities in the Y

of .

2 Typicelly, although in many ways exceptionally,

Teesside towns.
Middlesbrough expanded during the 1840's after he invited the
iron-masters Bolckow and Vaughan to the area, whereupon they
‘purchased six acres of land from him in Commercial Street and
later established the iron .'lnc’iustrs,r.L|

Joseph was especially concerned with the provision of
education for the poor at a time when it must be remembered
that the labouring classes were incapable of supplying themselves
with usuch: advantages. As a result of his work it was reported

that "peTrhaps the noblest monument to his life might well be in

1l5

the schools founded by him. And significantly, some of the
schools he bullt originated as practical protests for free

—

non-denoninational tuition. A condition which he always

exercised was, that where a school was needed "it shall be

'’

unsectarian.,

1. An Historical Outline of the Association of Edward Pease,
Joseph Pease, etc. with the Industrial Development of South
Durham etc., p.1ll. Anon. Undated. Copy in Darlington Public
library.

Horthern Echo, dated 11lth Feb. 1872.

Ibid.

Lillie, W. op.cit., p.70.

Northern Echo, op.cit.

Ibid.

Ibid.

OO
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Wot only was his public life expended in educational
promotion, but also as South Durham's first Parliamentary
representative in 1855.1 However, the records of Parliamentary
Debates during his term of office do not reveal that he made
any political contribution on behalf of popular education.2

With Edmund Backhouse he served as a member of the
Committee of the Darlington British School in Bkinnergate until
at least 1870. After his death in 1872 a statue was erected in
the town to commemorate his life's work. GCne facet depicts a
schoolroom showing a group of poor children being instructed by

5

a female teacher. This seems to confirm the efforts made by
himself and his family on behalf of educational provision for
the poor, because they had always believed as did Henry Pease
later in the century., that education not only affected "the
individual but also the na‘tion"4 as a whole.

Cutstanding though the work of the Pease/Packhouse
assocliation was, there were other North-Eastern industrialists
who were similarly inclined. Two notable benefactors of popular
education in Middlesbrough were the iron-masters Messrs. Bolckow
and Vaughan. They infused financial aid into various projects
more or less as the need arose, and being religiously impartial,

they helped to relieve the cost of building both National and

Pease File of miscellaneous papers, op.cit.

Hansard, Parliamentary Debates on Education, 183%%-1841.
Statue of Joseph Pease, High Row, Darlington.

Henry Pease, A Bhort Story of his Life, p.3%38. Anon. Copy in
Darlington Public Library.

WO
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British Schools. Their influence over their employees too is
worthy of note, for example, in 1846, in order to raise funds
for the support of the Middlesbrough British School Fr. Bolckow

. . ; - " 1
"conceived a likely scheme for raising £10¢

He suggested
placing a subscription list "at some suitable place in the
works”2 for all to see, thus encouraging donations from the
labourers. ZPerhaps such schemes could hardly fail since the
labourers were dependent on Mr. Bolckow for employment!
Undoubtedly one of the highest commendations which might
be paid to the promoters of Teesside's British Schools in the
nineteenth century concerned the urgency with which they often
vorked. DBy contrast it has been shown thalt National Schools
were usually established only after the creation of parishes
which frequently lagged behind the growth of communities.5 On
the other hand, the establishment of British Schools experienced
no such constraint. WwWhen the need for a community school became
apparent Tthis in itself was usually enough stimulus for
promoters to take action, especially where sound financial
backing was availavle. In the Teesside area one of the most
outstﬁnding examples of the expediency with which British School
promoters often worked was at !Middlesbrough. As has slready

been observed, it was a town which quite suddenly attracted

1. Minute Book, Eritish School, Middlesbrough. !Min. dated
22-10-46.

2. Ibid.

3

See previous Chapter, pp. 1135 - 115,
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vast numbers of inhabitants.l

Several years before Middlesbrough's first parish was
defined, Quaker business nmen, ilncluding members of the Pease
and Backhouse families were moved to provide a British School.

-~

tarlier it was shown that their first unsuccessful attempt

. 2 . s
dated from 183%4. After much perseverance however, sufficient

[xa]

funds were raised by 18%6, but only enough to warrant the
erection of one room in Stockton Street.; Iven then, had it
not been for the timely henevolence of the Middlesbrough Owners
among whom were members cf the Pesse and Backhouse families,
the school might have been further delayed, because they paid
off incurred debﬁs amounting to £254 17s. 0d. when the school
Later the managers found it desirable to accommodate
infants and on Hovember 21st 1840 they decided to consider

o N . 5 .
for not more than sixty pupils.” But
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the children seemed to be apathetic towards schoeling as there
is no evidence that they ever presented themselves at school
immediately of their own volition. .In fact, 1t was suggested
that "some plan must be hit upon to preveil or compel the

attendance of the children (say) by refusing to employ any

that cannot read or write - - 1if the shipowners, shopkeepers,
1, See Chapter 1, p.29;

2. Bee Chapter %, p.72.

5. B. & P. Rept. 18%6. p.10.

4. Minute Book, British School, Middlesbrough, op.cit., p.18.
5. Ibid., p.45.
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carpenters, bricklayers etc., were to make it known that
they would not employ such."l Again in 1842 it was resolved
at another committee meeting that "thirty girls might be
admitted to be educated in the same way as boys."2 On this
occasion the bellman was instructed to make a public
announcement in which it was broadcast that apoplications for
rlaces were "to be made at the Gas Works Office.”B Advertising
in this way was effectual because by 1844 there were one
hundred and eighty eight pupils being educated, but there was
still accommodation for at least forty or fifty more at the
school.4 A suggestion to fill the vacancies came ageain from
the committee who obsefved that many of the children of the
working classes were "growing up in ignorance“5 in a town which
by now wag developing in areas which were at considerable
distance from this school.

The committee of the Middlesbrough British School continued
to tackle the problem of educstion for the poor when in 1853
they packed two hundred and eighty three children into the
building, and in doing so, exceeded its reasonable capacity.
However, by 1857 conditions rendered it necessary to erect a
separate infants' School.§ But so critical were the lack of

educational facilities that a Government Inspector suggested

1. Postgate, C. op.cit., p.25.
2. Minute Book, British School, Middlesbrough, op.cit.,’
14th Feb. 1842,
5. Ibid.
4, Tbid., minute dated 27th Sept. 1844,
5. Ibid., minute dated, 5th Mar. 1847.
6. Drury, J.J. M.Ed. thesis entitled, History of Education in

Middlesbrough, p.31.
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that girls should "no longer be admissible, thls leaving more
room for the boys, so that the master can select his studies

. 1 . o
better." The recommended action seems to have been sgpplied,

-4

as reports concerning the progress o

Pl

girls' education ceased
from that time.

A new phase in the progress of the Middlesbrough British
School was enbtered in the year 1870. It was now transferred
to large new premises in Southend. The building was erected
and equipped at the expense of Messrs. Joseph and Henry Pease.2
Accommodation was now provided for two hundred and twenty five
boys and one hundred and sixty girls and two hundred and forty
infants, whilst all the teaching staff were certificated.5
The British School was only cne of two elementary educational
institutions to function in Middlesbrough until others were
founded relatively late in the century. By 1850 the population
had reached about 18,962 and up to that time it was still
contained in one large parochial district.qr Hitherto, the

E

provision of Church of England based education had been

A

restricted because of a lack of new parishes. The Anglican
Church clearly exhibited little interest in ‘educational work
at Middlesbrough, thereby allowing influences and religious

sects other than the Establishment to become responsible for

1. B. & F. Rept. 1862, p.67.

2.- Iillie, W. op.cit., p.112; School cost £6229-35s-8d: see
also Chapter 7, p.i58-for details.

e Eggéiminary Statement, Middlesbrousgh British School, dated

4. Postgate, C. op.cit., p.38.
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shaping the character of the town's young people.
The above example of the introduction and development of
a British School was in a situation where financial aid was

readily available. To believe that this was generally true

|-de

wherever the promoters of British Schools operated, is of
course, far from the truth. There were obviously many
supporters of the British System in England as a whole who
laboured under adverse and financially restricting
circumstances. Such an example was evident at Stockton, which
was one fown where the extremely wealthy Pease and Backhouse
businessmen seemingly had no interest. The reasons for this
were due to the fact that they channelled all their enthusiasm
into the industrial potential of Middlesbrough, and of course,
into their native town of Darlington. The only British School
therefore to be built in Stockton was not establisbhed until
1846,1 whilst St. Cuthbert's Roman Catholic School was not
erected until 1884 and the Methodists concentrated on the
foundation of Sunday Schools.2 The position here for a long
time was 1in many ways similar to that of the regional villages
where the children of the npoor were largely dependent upon the

~

Wational Schools for the provision of elementary education.

But in view of the Anglican's inability to do more for the

1. Richmond, T. op.cit., ».199.
2. Whellan & Co., ov.cit., pp.722-72%.
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relief of ignorance among the labouring voor, British School

promoters made their first and only application to the

Pritish and Foreign Schocl Society in 18%9 for aid towards

the erection of one schoolroom in which it was hoped to instruct
two hundred pupils.l The estimated cost of the project was
£455, £22°5 of which was transmitted by the British Society.2
There was considerable delay however, in collecting the

required local subscriptions and the school was not opened

until June 18th 1846. Even then, it had to te set up in the
town's existing Temperance Rooms in Tennant Street.5 It is
clear that the original plan for the erection of a purpose

built school had been abandonesd because of the lack of

financial support. However, it is likely that the grant offered
was accepted and used in ecguipping the Tennant Street rooms for
school use. This temporary accommodation was used continuously
throughout most of the century. but it became so inadequate

that it very nearly oproved to be the downfall of British School
education at Stockton. By 1860 there was much pressure on the
accommodation when well over two hundred pupils attended, they
included one hundred and twenty nine boys and one hundred and
one girls.4 Conseguently, early in the year, the schocl

committee held a meeting to consider the position. As a

B. & . Rept. 1839, p.20.

. Tbid.

. Richmond, 7. op.cit., p.199.
4, DB. & F. Rept. 1860, p.82.
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L

result of this meeting the hope was expressed that the present
building might be enlarged, in fact it was also stated that
there was the prospect of a new school.l Unfortunstely,
little was accomplished to ease the accommodation situation.
The numbers attending however, were reduced slightly by April

q
. s . - [ ' -
when one hundred and ninety five girls were present. This

suggests that for the time being the school must still have
been of more or less manageable proportions. But by 1865,
when numbers were increasing again and héd reached more than
three hundred, the Inspector's remarks were not so
domplimentary. He warned that "if better accommodation is not
found," then the Government Grant "will be withdrawn

3

altogether. Such & step might easily have closed the school.

But the press in its report of the matter informed its readers
that the problem was almost solved due to the acguisition of

- A ‘o R I
"a site for a new building in Hume Street.”

The proposed new bullding did not receive immediate
attention probzsbly because by 1867, the number attending had

2

fallen again to one hundred and forty three. The reason why
the roll decreased is not known, but perhaps some pupils had
found places at other schools which by this time had been

established. On the other hand it i3 possible that they were

Darlington Telegraph, dated 3lst MlMc

Ibid., dated 7th Apr. 1860.

Darlington & Stockton Times, dated 11th Feb. 1860.
1

Ibid.
Darlington lMercury, dated 24th Ap.

U=t
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absorbed by the employment demands of the iron industries.
The reduction of numbers at this British School of course,

gest th

did not necessarily su t sufficient school nlaces were

&

m

available for zll children in other Voluntary Schools. Indeed,
the incumbent of St. James's parish observed in 1870 that
many children in Stockton were not receiving any education.l
This more than likely indicated that the denominational schools
could not cope with the number of children in the town. It would
seem therefore that the British School might come under pressure
again until such time that.suitable accommodation might be
found on the acquisition of the necessary funds. Thus, by
contrast, the direct influence of wealthy Friends in Darlington,
or for that matter in Middlesbrough, might not be underestimated.
The years leading up to the end of Voluntary Period
inevitably illustrated the effects of the growing efficiency
with which the Government Inspectors applied themselves to
their job. The above case illustrates this reasonably well.
Perhaps it was all oo easy to submit adverse reports on the
schools, many of which were still literally pioneering the
diffusion of elementary education among the labouring péor.
The Committee of Council's reporter on the Durham British

Schools in 1868-70 further emphasised their inadequacies

1. App. F. 5t. James's Hational School, Stockton, dated
26th Dec. 1870. :
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when he apparently found that "at msny British Schools the
anagement is little more than nominal," and that schools

were seldom visited and register

o}

were never glanced at.”
However true those statements were, and there 1is a strong
possibility that they were not without foundation, as indeed
has previously been shown by the fact that many committees
never made returns to the British and Foreign School Society's

London Office, such suggestions were not entirely wvelid,

=2

egspecially for many schools at Darlington and Middlesbrough.
For many years before and after 1833, the promoters of British
Schools in the above towns exhibited keenness for almost
detailed supervision of their institutions.2 The relatively
large number of establishments in Darlingbton for example,

owed thelr development mostly to the inspiration and continued
concern of the Pease and Eackhouse families.5 Furthermore,
from these families came certain educational innovators who
have never been recognised as such in either the nineteenth

(o)

H

twentieth centuries. Their contributions, however, shall
1

be dealt with in a later Chapter.

The work of British School promoters in Darlington

deserves upec1al con51derablon because here they erected a

total of eight llstltutlons for the instruction of poor
1. HMin.Committee of Council 1869/70., pp.342-3

2. Bee Chapters & and .

%. BSee map in appendix D.

n

4
0]
®

S Chapter &§;, m 171-2,



children between 1819 and 1866. Significantly, the advent

ne

4
o

-0f each school after 1835 was stimulated by the needs of

increasing popuvlation. The result of the efforts of those

who worked towards the provision of such schocols at Darlington

ct

culminated in the establishment of institubtions which probably

formed one of the country's best examples of the British

o
ct

System. It appears that the foundation of this system

Darlington was laid in the first instance by the excellent

reputation acquired by the Bkinnergate British School, which

—

as was shown earlier, progressively developed from 1819,
After this date, and throughout the century . it was held

in high esteem and was perhaps unique among the many Voluntary

Y]

Schools of the area. ITocally, it was lnown as Bartlett's

o

School having taken the style from its master, Mr. G.W.

n

Bartlett, who held the office from 1836-1867." During this
period a Girls' School was accommodated in the same building

but their eduvcational welfare was not so carefully recorded.

The number of girls attending in 1843 was only f.‘orty.?j It
appears, however, that between 1833 and. 1870 overall attendances
continually increased. For instance, in 1843 two hundred and

4

forty pupils aged 8-14 years were on the roll. At this school

- 0 - 3 :
children of "all denominstions and Roman Catholics"” were

See Chapter %, p.70

1.

2. Nicholson, C.P. op.cit., p.45.
5. B. & I'. Rept., 1843%, p.65.

4, TIbid.

5

Ibid., 1849, p.68.
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included, whilst the managers believed that such patronage
showed "evidence of the usefulness of the Darlington Society("l
Educational provision for poor children irrespective of
creed was a distinctive feature of the long record cof this
particular school. In fact the committee was quite explicit
in the year 1366-7, when it noted "with pleasure that the
various denominations of Christians avail themselves of the
unsectarian education afforded 2t this institqﬁidn."g
Evidently this practice was usual at other British and National
Schools also by this time. Indeed., Newcastle Commissioner,
ir. Foster, declared that parents in Durham County "send their
children to whichever they deem the beét school, quite
irrespective of religious peculiarities_."5 - Yet despnite the
above school's popularity, there 1s no record that any major
enlargement of the building took place within the period under
examination, although adjacent rooms might have been used to
relieve the pressure on accommodation. This was probably
because British School DdDromoters here tended to establish more
schools in the new parts of the town. Hence, the unusually
large number of establishments attributed to their enterprise.
The cases described below confirm their aim of putting the

schools where there was a2 need.

l. Ibid. °

2. Log Bool, British School, Skinnergate, Darlington, Report®
for the year 1866/7.

4. Report of the Hewcastle Commission. Vol.I, p.3%7: Durham

Report.
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In 1848 for instance, as the towﬁ expanded on its eastern
boundary in the area of the railway terminus, provision was
made for educating girls at the Feethams Girls' School.l
The only report of This school seems to have been submitted
in 1851 when ninety three girls attended aged between 4-14
years.2 Many girls attending British Schoels in Darlington
clearly owed their educational opportunities to the
sponsorship of promoters such as Lady Fry. Yossibly she was
the inspiration behind the foundation of the above School.

She certainly was in the case of the Kendrew Street Girls'
School which was erected in 1849 on the northern edge of the
town.5 This was an unusual venture not only because it
catered exclusively for girls but also for specialist teaching;
detzails concerning this, however, shall be discussed in a
later Chapte—r.4 Before the middle of the century it is also
worthy of note that British Schools' promoters had established
five schools here by contrast with the Hational Society's two.
By 1866.the town was progressively increasing from the
northern boundasry. TIFurther opportunity arose for the
establishment of yet another school -t Albert Road British
School fbr toys, girls and infants erected in 1866, and opened

on July 23rd.5 Forty five pupils were immediately enrolled,

. Preliminary Statement, Feethams Girls' British School,
Darlington, dated 1845,

BE. & F. Rept., 1851, ».6%.

Preliminary Statement, Kendrew Street Girls' School,
Darlington (British), dated 1849,

See Chapter 3, p.172.

Log Book, Albert Road British School, entry dated 27th
Aug. 1866,
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but the school continued to "increase every week" and by
August 27th there werezone hundred and forty two names on the
register.l The teachers appointed included two pupil teschers
who were transferred from the Bridge Street School which had
been erected in 1840.2 But by 1869 attendance had fallen to
eighty nine, probably duve to additicnal accommodation being
provided at other schools in the vicinity of Rise Carr.5

The above instances concerning the establishment of
British Schools in Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough, show
that they were promoted almost exclusively in developing urban
areas where the Church of England often found it difficult to
create new parishes cguickly. Clearly, this weas one reason why
the Church lost some€ of its educational control in the towns
while in the villages, schools remained more or less under the
influence of the relatively old established parish system.
Promoters of British Schools, however, did in certain instances
try to project the image of the British and Foreign School
Society into the more isclated communities. Such action in
this region happened at Barnard Castle early in the nineteenth
century.

However, because there is a lack of records concerning

the British School in this Teesdale market town, i1t is difficult

1. TIbid.
2. Ibid. '
3. See Chapter 7. ».152,
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to identify the original promoters. There seems to have heen
no active Society of Friends here and the Stockton and
Darlington Railway operators, who had founded a British School
in Shildon did not arrive until much later in the century.l
Thus, any Quaker influence from the railway promoters or members
of the Pease family seemed unlikely. Yet, the establishment
of British Schools usually depended on the benevolence of
small groups of reasonably wealthy peovle, and it ié possible
that the businessmen involved in the local textile mills were
among those responsible for the school. In the early decades of
the century Messrs. Monkhouse and Sons, who owned the dyeing
works only employed apprentices from the age of fourteen years.2
Perhaps this fact is indicative of the Company directors'
social conscience concerning the employment of children. Such
concern for the welfare of children ﬁight well have included
their educational development to the extent of it being
practically expressed in the erection of the British School.
Promoters here who decided to work on behalf of the
British and Foreign School Society, tried_in 1834 to establish
a school in which to educate two hundred inf'ants.5 They were
obviously aware of the deficiencies of the FKational School,
particularly its 1nability to meet the educational reguirements
of many of the town's children. Eventually the Victoria

British Infants' School as it was known was built in 1836 and

. 586,
t., p.534.

Whellan & Co., on.cit., P
Fordyce, W. Vol.II. op.ci
B. & F. Rept. 1834., ».8.

WO
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attracted pupils until at least 1870, when the number on roll
was one hundred and sixty one.1

Being opened as an infants' school, this British School
shared the responsibility for providing a vitsl part of the
town's elementary education. Two distinct departments evolved
in the town more or less simultaneously, i.s2. infant and post
infant, with the National School catering for older children.
For several years after the turn of the nineteenth century many
children who completed their infant education at the British

3chool, were transferred to the Mational or wWesleyan Schools

. - . . - 2
where they could achieve further proficiency.

In concluding this survey on the rise of British Schools

[

.n Teesdale and Teesside, it is clear that there can be little

Q
3

ormparison between the village and town situation, since few

gy

such schools formed part of village educational facilities.

-

Being concentrated in the rapidly expanding towns British

Schools tended to be of considerable size and like tThe

{5y

National BSchools in the towns, were able to accommodate large

\N

numbers of children. Since they were not primarily concerned
with teaching religicus dogma they had more freedom to engage
in educational experiments. The British Schools of the

Voluntary Period provided a pragmatic approach to tThe

1. Fin. Committee of Council, 186%/70, p.346.

2. WN.S. Barnard Castle File: National Society Enquiry Form
onn School Buildings, dated 5th Dec. 1906.

5. See Chapter 5. pp. 107, 109, 112, 1l16.
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scholastic problems of the poor, as shall be seen 1ater.l

Probably for this reason it is quite understandable why the
design of the State System seemed to be in sympathy with

British School practice rather than that adopted by the Wational

Schools. This sympathy moreover, was apparently mutual when
it was found that many British School promoters handed over
their establishments to the local School Boards shortly éfter
the 1870 Act became law. TFor example, there is evidence that
the British School at Middlesbrough was handed over to Board
control completely free of cost.2 This action was certainly

repeated in Darlington as is confirmed by the Committee of
Council's records of the early 1870'5.5

The same, however, could not be said for the Church of
England, in fact as was ofﬁen the case, National School
managers literally feared the imperding School Bosrds and the

. . I
powerz invested in then.

1. See Chapter 8 which provides certain examples of subjects
taught in British Schools.

. 1illie, W. op.cit., p.115.

. Albert Road and Skinnergate British Schools became Loard
Schools by 187%. See Fin. Committee of Council, 187%-4,
P. 218. Bridge Street and Rise Carr British Schools became
Board Schools by 1875. See Min. Committee of Council, 1875-6,
p. 526, ' .

4. See Chapter 4, pp.87 ana 92.
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National and British School Buildings

From events discussed in the previous two Chapters it is
clear that by.1870 the Voluntary Societies, with the help of
local sqhool promoters had been instrumental in bringing
elementary education on an organised basis into the villages
and towns of the Teesdale-Teesside region. HMuch of what was
agchieved had been partially dependent on Government finance
and thé preceding thirty seven years of progressive
Governmental intervention. The effect of such factors not only
here but also in other parts of the country resulted in the
development of elementary school teaching as a profession.
But in order to understand how elementary education was raised
to a professional level, it will be essenbtial to review some
of the major changes which took place during the Voluntary
Period between the years 183%% and 1870. These changes affected
school buildings, the curriculum, pupils and the men and women
who chose a teaching wvocation. School buildings shall be
discussed in this Chapter because it was perﬁaps due to the
Government's insistence on suitable accommodation that the

concept of elementary schooling was eventually divorced from
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the idea that education was something which could be diffused
in kitchens or in buildings of barn-like structure.

During the very early years of the century, one of the
immediate aims of schools' promoters was to simply provide
what was considered to be a suitable building; normally it
comprised one room.-of basic design which satisfied the
requirements of monitorial teaching methods whereby one master
might instruct several hundred children if need be.
Consequently school management committees frequently acted
without careful planning and employed local labour to erect
buildings by "rule of thumb methods."l The result was that
many schools erected early in the nineteenth century quickly
deteriorated so far as the structure was concerned. This
often represented a waste of money.2 The National School
buildings at Barnard Castle, for example, showed what miéht
happen. In 1865 it was reported by the Anglican incumbent,
the Rev. J. Denman M.A. that "the dilapidated condition of the
school rendered it dangerous due to the south end falling

u?

outwards. This building had been erected for only fifty one
years, thus, the criticism that school buildings of 'such
unsound construction formed "but more bad homes for more bad

4 - P . -
schools"  was not without some foundation. Clearly the above

Curtis 5.d. History of Education in Great Britain, p.244.
Holman, H. op.cit., p.6l.

Report of Trustees, Bd. Castle Wational School, Feb. 6th
1865.

4. Holman, H. op.cit., p.6l.

WO =
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case represented a waste of money.
A satisfactory educational system could not be established
without the application of certain definitive rules regarding

the proper use of funds contributed by the local population,

and subsequentlﬁ by the Treasury. The institution of the
National and British Societies as distributors of the
Government Grant from 18%% brought about the introduction of
certain controls concerning the finance of progecbu, but
because the Government as yet did not have the right of
inspection, promoters were still more or less a law unto
themselves at local level. After six years of comparative
freedom the Government's representative Committee of Council

— ) v . L] - L al l
on Education was formed to administer the Education Grant.

Simultaneously. new conditions were introduced for its award;q
it was explicitly stated for instance, that in order to receive
a bullding grant "every building should be of substantial
erection and that in the plans thereof not less than six
square feet to Bé provided for each child.") Of course, some
schools' managers in the region were more than meeting this
latter requirement before the imposition of any regulations.
Examination of the Application Form in Appendig I' for example,

shows that in 1837 the incumbent of Eaglescliffe had designed

Gregory, B. op.cit., p.4l.
Holman, H. op.cit., p.&6.
Min.Committee of Council, 1&39-40, p.Z2.

(IR



his schooi for fifty pupils with the appreciation in mind

that at least six square feet of space.snould be recuired by
each child. Thus, the main room measuring 27ft x 18ft

provided an area of 486 sg. ft. i.e. more than 9 sq. ft. per
child.l. He might have envisaged =2 need for more school places.
These of course were required by 1850 when fregquently ninety

pupils were presenting themselves for les sons.p The basic
qualification for the award of the Government Grant, i.e. that
half the total cost of a schocl was to be raised by local
subscription, remained effectual throughout the Voluntary

Feriod. 5light modificaetions in addition to the conditions

osed in 1839 were, however, periodically introduced so

that schools should conform to certain standards. ILience,

the Minutes of the Committee of Council for 1855-6 made the
award of the Grant dependent upon the fulfilment of the
following additional clauses:-

"The Committee of Council offer a certain grant per square

foot subject to two conditions vi

W]

1. That for every pound granted by the Committee of Council
another pound be contributed from local sources, and
2. That the entire sum granted do not exceed one-half part

of the total outlay."3
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If any deficiency of funds remained, it was clearly stated
that the Council could "not help" and such deficiencies had
to be "met by.any funds (local or other) which the promoters
can command."l These arrangements still enabled the two
Societies to partially maintain their influence over the nature
and content of the education given in their schools.

From 1839 however, schools accepting Government Grants
had to be open to inspection, and questions about the naturé
of buildings and income had to be answered by the managers.
The principle of inspection was not new, it.was there "to be
borrowed from the factory legislation of the time}"2 The
Committee of Council by this action at least, was determined
to ensure a "just return"5 for the money spent. A% last the
State was able to exert real influence on the pattern of
elementary education, whilst the greatest effect of this
influvence came after 1839 when the Committee of Council began
to publish the findings of the Inspectorate and lay down
various suggestions concerning many features of school life.

Such legislstion resulted in & spate of literary advice
which was especially coﬁpiled for the guidance of schools'
promoters. For example, the Committee included in its Minutes

for 1840 plans and specifications for different types of school.

Ibid.

Maclure, J.5. Educational Documents, p.5.
Holman, H. op.cit., p.8l.

Curtis, S5.J. op.cit., p.245,

IS O
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Guidance concerning such matters was comprehensive in that it
embraced not only the structure of the school, but azlso its

fittings and internal organisation. Some of the suggestions

4]

recommended by the Committee of Council were circularised, and
contained so much detail that very little scope was left for
any individuel or local departure from the prescribed norm.
For instance, in the 'Rules to be Observed in Planning and
Fitting up Schools'l issued by the Council during the 1840's,
it was stated that, "Before a schoolroom is planned, - and the
observation applies equally to alterations in the internal
fittings of an ex'sting schoolroom, - the number of children
who are likely to occupy it; the number of classes into which
they ought to be grouped; whether the school should be "mixed"
or the boys and girls taught in different rooms, are points
thet require to be carefully considered and determined, in
order that the arrangements of the school may be designed
accordingly.”2 A list of sixteen rules followed, providing a
framework within which promoters might work. Reference to
sppendix I shows that Rule 14 stated that "the class rooms

should never he passage rooms from one part of the building vo-

o

another, nor from the school rooms to the playground or yard.

They should be on the same level as the school room, and

1. See Appendix I. Committee of Council, Circular.
2., Ibid., Introductory paragraph of the Preliminary Remarks.
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should be fitted up with a gallery placed albt right angles

with the window."l Whilst these rules seem to have been
generally accepted, it is interesting to note that there was
also a tendency to build Hational bchools particularly after
an'”ecclesiastical model" or in a "pseudo~Gothic, Tudor or
Jacobean style.”2 Evidence confirming schools' promoters'
adherence to the sbove rules seems to be well illustrated in
the Building Plans concerning the proposed erection of Barnard
Castle National School (Boys) and the extension of Eaglescliffe
Durhem Boys' School (National).5 On the plan of the
Faglescliffe School extension both the ecclesiastical building
style and the elévated windows are evident. The Ground Plans
of the Hational School (Boys) Barnard Castle conformed with
the regulation which implied that classrooms should have
individuval access to the pleyground and offices.i'L Cne further
point of interest is the Committee of Courcil's 'Seal of
Avproval' in the right hand corner of the Eaglescliffe Plan

which indicates that it had been submitted for Government

=

approval and so far as the Committee were concerned all was in

n

order for the building to proceed.p The above mentioned
schools built between 183%Q and 1870 clearly met the Committee

of Council's specifications and probably continuved to satisfy

Ibid., Rule 1.

Curtis, S.J. op.cit., p.247.

See Appendix J.

See Appendix I. Rule 14.

See also Hogg, G.%W. & Tyson, J.C. Popular Education 1700-
1870. Handbook, p.25.

(IR U



the Grant earning investigations carried.out each year by
Government Inspvectors. Indeed, the acguisition of PMaintenance
Grants depended on the continued provision of suitable
accommodation.l Yet, despite the developing trend towards

0

conformity, it seems that there was often a need to set up
'ad hoc' school rooms especially in thg expanding towns such
as those which developed on Teesside. Perhaps this was
Justifisble in certain instances where either Government aid
fof building permanent schools was postponed due to the
inadegquaecy of the Treasury Fund, or in cases where the local
situation justified immediate educational facilities. Both
National and British School promoters seem to have relied to
some extent on this particular means of establishing schools.
In fact, as late as 1843 a3 pamphlet for the guidance of
British School promoters was published in which was included
a detailed course of action towards setting up such schools.
In it, much advice was given concerning 'ad hoc' arrangements
and 1t was suggested thatiﬁf subscribers can't managé'to
collect resources, then an "old warehouse or store-room, a
good barn, any pléce in short capable of containing children
should be used."2 Local committees, however, were asked to

carefully consider certain pertinent features concerning any

1. Gregory, R. op.cit., p.5%4.
2. Manual of System of Primary Instruction etc. of Eritish
and Toreign Society. Part II, p.5. Anon. London 1843%,



project envisaged. First of all their attention was directed
to the local needs of the community when the question "is a
school wanted" had to be considered. If this was affirmative
they were then instructed on "how to proceed" and how to select
"the teacher' for subsecuent training.l

Cne example of an improvised British School was the
accommodation provided in the Rise Carr district of Darlington,
where the local community was rapidly exvanding by the late
1860's. This school known as the Rise Carr British Infants'
School, was a local school which ultimately relieved fhé
pressure on existing facilities when it was opened in 1868.2
Confirmation of the fact that it was an 'ad hoc' arrangement
is recorded in the Inspector's remarks for that year when he
complimented the mistress for "organizing the school in a wvery
satisfactory manner,"5 and also reported that "the managers
will soon be able to build a suitable schoolroom."4 In
proposing this school initielly however, the managers hardly
needed to consider the guestion "is a school wanted", since
future events proved that its civilising iniluence was perhaps
overdﬁe. In fact a year later the mistress found that the
"children were still troublesome,” so much so that "one girl

was expelled for bad conduct" whilst others were found to be

Tbid., pp.3-4.

Log Book, Rise Carr British Infants' School, entry dated
27th Jan. 13868.

Ibid., entry dated 15th Oct. 1868,

Ibid.
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"insanitary" as there was a "great want of cleanliness among

1

them." By this time, however, the managers had found their
? o)

way clear to provide proper facilities and the Inspector's

Report for 1869 contained the following statment, "I

'
O
H
oY
D)

are glad to learn that new schools are gbout to be builty'
these were the last British Schools of the Voluntary Period
to be built in Darlington. But the above case shows that a
permanent foundation could develop from humble, temporary
beginnings especially when Government Inspectors were obviously
interested in the state of the buildings.

Possibly the British Society condoned the setting up of
'ad hoc' facilities which were quite contrary to Government

regulations because of their growing "symptoms of discontent”

(oY

concerning the allocation of the Education Grant. It was
realised that if the British System was to be effectual in
élaiming its share of educational responsibility, and at the
same time provide an alternative within the Voluntary Systemn,
then the number of schools actually establicshed was important.
Farly in the period it was evident that applications for
British Schools did not keep pace with those for National
Schools, consequently cheaper rooms were sometimes either hired

' ] 4 , . .
or purchased where the need arose. It was shown in the previous

Ibid., entries dated 20th Jan. 13869 and 5th July 18&9.
Ibid., entry dated 28th CGct. 1369 - Report of H.M.I.
Mational Education. The Present State of the Question
BElucidated etc., p.19. Anon. London 1839.

See Maps in Appendices A and B which show the numbers of
HNational and British Schools.

AN AGE o
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Chapter that in Stockton between the years 18%% and 1870 only
one British School which remained in temporary rooms for many
years was established. ZIXven so in the competitive field of
educational provision the promoters of British Schools were
not s2lone in resorting to such means in order to advance thelr
cause. In the small market town of Barnard Castle an
interesting example illustrates how the Hational School
promoters chose to ignore the Government regulations.

It was decided in 1849 to establish a separste Girls'
School so.that pressure on the existing building might be
relieved. The building acouired was formerly a theatre, but
this second-hand accomﬁodaticn was more or less immediately
pronounced "unfit for the purposes of education" by *the
Government Inepector, the Rev. F. Hatkins.l This early
misfortune was perhsps inevitable, because the building was

ground"”

b

"three feet below the level of the adjoiniﬂg burial
in which "some graﬁes“ were "actually dug against the wall of
the SChOOl.”2 In the face of such adversity however, there is
no indication that girls' education was ever discontihued. But
as was shown earlier in this Chapter, problemé concerning

school fabric plagued the managers of the Barnard Castle

.National 3chools for many years to come.

1. #¥in. Committee of Council. 1348-50. p.l49.
2. Ibid.



Funds had to be provided for the upkeep of Voluntary
3chools indeed, ii a school was to survive, the building
- ]

necessarily had to be kept in good repair. It was shown very

clearly in Chapter that schools with sound financial support

\

sto0d a comparatively good cﬁance of continuous existence.

The survival of a school, however, was not always easily
achieved, for as late as 186l, the Newcastle Commissioners
reported that, "it is much essier to get & school built than
to get it supported."l Financial provision for such items as
the bullding, teachers' salaries and eqguipment had to be made.
Trequently a school's benefactor was respcnsible for these

things whilst his death might easily bresk the school

2

ompletely. In addition to any funds which were conbtributed
by such individuals money was also raised through collections,
donations and school—pence.B Also in some instances the
Church of England relied on special preaching services as a
means of collecting aid for use in the upkeep of its National
Schools. The handbill advertisement reproduced below illustrates
how these occasions might be publicised. 4 Perhaps such efforts

were typical of schools other than the one named.

Rerort of the Newcastle Commissioners, Vol.I. p.?l.

Rich, E.E. op.cit., p.21.

See Chavpter ©, p.127:hich shows how collections were
sometimes arranged. :

4. FMiscelleneous FPapers, Library of Bowes Museum, Bd. Castle.

WO



156.

Barnard Castle Hational School.
Two sermons will be p:eached in the
Barnard Castle Church
on Sunday 2%rd October, 1836.
by Rev. IH. Wardell M.A.
Collections will be in behalf of the

Barnard Castle Wational School.

Schools' promoters not only ‘had to contend with
regulations governing the external fabric of bulldings, but
also the imposition of Gevernment standards which were to
prevall inside the school rooms. The Committee of Council in

he Circular referred to on page 149 and which was
distributed in the 18340's, made specific reference To the
design and fitments of the actual accommodation. For the
room, it stated that, "the best shape is an oblong", and that
groups of benches and deskg should be specially arranged as
detailed in the text of the Rules.l Attention was given to
the smallest detail, whilst advice was offered on such matters
as the width of room., the size of desk surfaces, the angle of
inclination of the working surface of the desk, the position
and size of windows etc. Evidence seems to coafirm that at

least some of these recommendstions were applied because the

1. Committee of Council Circular - See Appendix I,
Preliminary Remarks.
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width of the schoclroom built in 1846 for Holy Trinity National

School, Darlington was 16ft.,l this conformed with Rule 2.

of the above Circular where it was suggested that the dimension
of width should be "from 16 to 20 feet." In fact it was stated

that if this messurement was increased then the extra cost

2 since it could not be beneficial.

would be '"thrown away",
However, the growing interest in the internal organisation
of the school room also became the concern of the two Societies.
A pamphlet supplied to British School promoters in 1843
suggested that the centre of the room should "have desks and
forms, a raised platform and master's desk" with the windows
"in the roof or elevated six feet above the ground.”5 Whilst
it is clear that the above arrangements seemed to follow the
Government's recommendations guite closely, it is also
interesting to note that they were generally tyvical of
Lancasterian Schools, especially with respect to the fact
that the desks were in the centre of the room. This, of course,
was not typical of Hlavional Schools before the middle of the
century where the centre of the rooms were kept "free of
i‘L'-L:r.“ln_iturc-)."LL Desks were placed around the walls of the room
and the pupils stood for all lessons éxcept writing. Evidence

of such uncomfortable learning conditions comes from the

L. App. F. Holy Trinity National School, Darlington, dated
5th Feb. 1845.

2., Committee of Council Circular - See Appendix I, Rule 2.

5. HManual of System of Primary Institutions etc. Part 1.
op.cit., p.9.

4. Hogg, G.W. & Tyson, J.C. op.cit., p.19.
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Barnard Castle National School when it was recorded by a
tescher in 1839/40, that the "vpupils only sat down when
writing or doing arithmetic."1 After the middle of the
century however, the internal arrangement of National Schools
changed in order to facilitate the simultaneous method of
teaching which enabled four classes of children to be

seated in one large room and taught by one master assisted

by pupil—teachers.2 .

By 1870, imbrovements on the basic essentials of schqols
were sometimes considered to be appropriate in new bhuildings.
The specifications of the new British School at Middlesbrough
for example, included the provision of gas, water, patent
desks, two playgrounds and a covered way to offices in the
vard with drinking fountains and lavatories.a‘ The National
Society of course, had for many years associated itself in
oprinciple with the need for well constructed schools as is
shown in the requisite "Form of Certificate." Such a
Certificate relating to the extension of Eaglescliffe National
School in 1850 shows that confirmation was reﬁuired to the
effect that the school was "finished in a satisfactory and
workmanlike manner; being built of the proper dimensions."4

Lastly, it perhaps should be mentioned that because of

Jones, R.d. MS. op.cit.,

Eogg, G.W. & Tyson, J.C. op.cit., p.27.
B. & F. Rept., 1870, p.70.

See Appendix H.

o
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improvements in school buildings the curriculum was able

to undergo certain changes. But it seems that the most
exciting innovations of the nineteenth century took place in
the larger town schools where accommodation was often
provided separately for girls and boys and was also divided
into classrooms for the different age groups of children.

In such situations several teachers were usually employed
together with pupil-teachers, whereas in the village school
the content of education was generally in the hands of one
master with the help of perhaps only one assistant

. - . . . 1
pupil-teacher or sometimes his wife.

1. See Chapter 10, ».189.
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Chapter 8

The Curriculum and Equipment used in the
MNational and British Schools of the Region.

It has been shown in a previous Chapter that the National
and British and Foreign School Societies laid down early in
the nineteenth cehtury their aims in exbtending elementary
education to the children of the labouring poor.l Probably
as a result of the emphasis placed upon the three R's, many
children received an education which was seriously limited.
The effects of such limitations moreover, were clearly shown
later in the century and were discussed in the Introduction.

Fducational restriction however, was also due to other
factors, chiefly they were the traditional attitudes held by
those in authority, the lack of educational aids in the
classrooms, voluntary attendance, and in the early years of
the century, to the imcompetence of many teachers. TYet, in
the region under examination there were examples of educational
innovation from early in the century aﬁd throughout the
Voluntary Feriod. First, some consideration will be given to

.
I

the curricula and equipment adopted by the National and British

h

-1

Schools studied whilst the topics of attendance and teacher

training will be dealt with in the last two Chapters.

1. See Chapter 3, pp.56-27



A Report resulting from an inspection of ITnglish Mational
Schools in 183%8 showed that tﬁere were generally "insufiicient
materials and slates available, even thcugh the schools
normally concentrated on teaching only the basic elements of
reading, writing and arithmetic.”l In the majority of the
schools investigated in the Teesdale-Teesside region it is
probable that these three basic subjects dominated time-tables
until about 1850. This assumption is made after searching
the Annual Reports of both Societies and the Inspectors!
Tabulated Reports in the Minutes of the Committee of Council
on Educetion. In the latter however, it 1s evident that many
of the region's schools were not systematically reported on
and therefore an evaiuation of their work is made on existing
information.

Barnard Castle National School might have been typical
of many other schools. In 1835, out of a total of ninety
pupils, Tifty six could read and only thirty could write on
paper.2 Ten years later the position was apparently unchanged
when reading, writing ah@_arithmetic were btaught but no
geography, grammar or history of Englemd.'—'/5 The latter three
subjects of course réquired the provision of speclal text books

whilst apparatus was also needed for geography lessons.

1. N.3. Rept., 1839, p.44.
2. Ibid., p.56.
3

. Min. Committee of Council, Vol.II. 1845, pp.l1l40-1.
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Presumably these were not available as seems to have been the
case in many National Schools.l In éontrast, however, it is
true that some schools did attempt more than the basic
elements of learning. For instance, in 1843 the Bridge
Street British School, Darlington, reported that in addition
to "the three R's" lessons were given in "tables, religious
instruction, natural history, geography, plants, trees,
object lessons, colour and form and alphabet."” In the
"afternoons the older pupils were engaged in knitting,

2 And at S5t. Cuthbert's

needlework and straw plaiting."
National School, Darlington in 1844 the examples guoted
below taken from the copy book of a pupil named William
Sunalth show that some attempt was made relatively early in the
century to devise a curriculum which might have relevance in
preparing pupils for various occupations. The standard of
work incidentally sugzests that a competent teacher was
employed whilst a glance at the photocopied exercise in
Appendix M reveals the typical emphasis placed on the style
of writing and the attention given to the final presentation

of pupils' work.

. BSee also Footnote 1 231513 and the text referred to.

1
2. B. & F. Rept., 184%, p.o64.
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Example A.

What is the weight of a sheet of lead whose length is
15" 10", breadth 4' 6" and thickness 1/5th or .2 of an inch.
{given tables of weights in 1lbs/sq.")

To find the solid content of a dome, its height and the
diménsion of its base being given. (Rule - Multiply the
area of the base by the height and 2/3rds of the product

will be the solidity.)?!

By 1850 however, according to the reports of a
Government Inspector the Rev. F. Watkins, it seems that
improvements were gradually being made throughout this region.
Concerning the Girls' department of the Hationsl Schools at
Barnard Castle and the Holy Trinity National Schools at
Darlington for instance, he stated that in the former there
was now a "fair supply of apparatus and maps” whilst in the
latter there was a "fair supply of reading books, two |
blackboards and easels, etc."2 Undoubtedly the improvements
evident in the above instances were due to the fact that in

1847 purchasing power had been extended to schools by the

Committee of Council when grants were made available to help

l. Gee Appendix M.
2. Min. Committee of Council, 1850-1, pp. 162-3,



~

purchase books and mapswl Also the employment of pupil-

teachers necessitated provision for their extended education.

The introduction of more teaching aids was at least one

factor which helped to bring about a widening of schools'
curricula.- In many cases this seems to have been a gradual
process. At the Barnard Castle National Schools in 1850, for
example, there were still "no lessons in geogrsphy, grammar and
English History"2 at the Girls' School in spite of the acquisition
of equipment which included maps. The position at the Boys'

Séhool was probably much worse since there was reported to be a
> o uJ

"poor supply of books."
After the middle of- the century however, it was clearly
implied by inspectors that they expectes to see a widening of

curricula. Cne inspector, for instance reported in 185% that the

"range of instruction" was "not yet very much extended" at the
. 4L . .. .
Stockton British School. The same deficiencies seemed to be

apparent at Faglescliffe National School when in the same year

reading, arithmetic and scripture formed the essential subjects

5

of imstruction. Within ten years, however, any improvements

which probably had taken place suffered a set back after the
imposition of the Revised Code in 1862. [Ir. Moncreiff's

Report concerning his district which included the Teesdale-

Holman, H. op.cit., ».8&6G.

Min. Committee of Council, 1850-1, pp.l62-3.
Ibhid.

Ibid., Vol.II. 1853%-4, p.71%

Ibid., p.624.,

Ul Eos -
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Teesside region, pointed out that it was "striking in the
neglect of the higher subjects of instruction."l Moreover,
the effects of the Code continued over the next few years.
In 1865 lMr. King reporting for the same district found that
subjects which would have extended curricula were "at a
somewhat low-ebb." He unhesitatingly blamed the Revised
Code which he believed had caused the "withdrawal of these
subjects from too many time—tables."2 It seems that the
making good of these deficiencies did not begin generally
until 1869. ' Then Mr. King foﬁnd that in more than half of
his schools "one at least of the extra subjects" were
"restored to time—tables.”a These extra subjects were
allowed by the operation of a Committee of Council.ﬂinute
of February 20th 18674 which was introduced in oxder to
relieve some of the restrictions imposed by the Code. One
reason why the terms of the Revised Code had been readily
introduced té the classroom with such effect, was perhaps due
to inadequate supplies of books and equipment inmé&uny schools.
In the early decades of the century there had been
little demand for text books and literature due to the |

dependence on Bible based teaching. The position did change

eventually when a variety of books became available at the

Tbid., 1863-4, p.l06.
Ibid., 1865, p.137.
Tbid., 1869-70, p. 169.
Ibid.

RGN E



depositbries of the National and British Societies in London.
Those recommended for use in the National Schools were
published by the 5.P.C.K., whilst their book list of 1845
included publications'on geography, history, geometry,

. . 1 . . .
algebra, and sacred history and geography. The Irish Board

o

of Education also prepared a series of "readers,maps and
text books", which were widely used on "account of their
cheapness."2 These were certainly in use at St. John's
National School in Middlesbrough in 1864 as no doubt thef
were in other schools.5

The Pritish Society also began to prepare a series of
books in 1840 entitled Daily Lesson Books, Books No's 1-l. '
These became available in 1842 at a cost of 3d per copy for
Book 1, 1/- for Book 2, 1/6d for Book 3 and 2/6d for Book 4.2
The prices guoted would hardly have been considered cheap,
and before the days of Government aid, it would have been a
fortunate school which might have used a comprehensive
selection of these texts. Gradually more varied equipment
became available as wés shown in depository lists which
advertised Globes 12" at 18/-, Clock %0 hour at 1l4/-, pens
at 1/8d4 per dozen and cast iron desks at 7/- a pair. There is

plenty of evidence that later in the century the avparatus and

H.5. Rept., 1845, pp.43-50.

Binns, H.B. op.cit., p.215.

Log BRBook, S5t. John's National School, Middlesbrough, entry
dated 18th Jan. 1864.

B. & . Rept., 1840, »p.70.

Ibid., 1842, p.l157.
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books on the educational market were being used. For instance,
the Naficnal School of St. John's, Middleshrough was using a
selection of books and apparatus which included "Daily Lesson
Book Ho. 3%, Hational Society Reading Books, Irish BSchool

Board Arithmetic, Boards, Easels, Maps and Diagrams of

Animals.” 1 It is interesting to note that a National School

was using a British and Foreign School Bociety publication:

Preliminary Statements concerning schools' income and
expenditure frequently referred to the sums expended on books
and equipment. This was normally about £5 per annum as was

shown in the following instances. Igglestone Hational School

spent £5 13s. 5d. during 1856, Barnard Castle National School

o

spent &5 19s. 8d. in 1848 and Billingham National School spent

. 2 L .
£5 1ls. ©d. in 1864, Of course, there is no record as to how

o]

the money was used but at least the above figures indicate
that some provision wsas being made for the acquisition of

teaching aids in the schools throughout the region. It i

6]

probably true that such funds became available through the
special grants made to the schools. Direct reference was
made to this fact in 1851 at Skinnergate British School,
Darlington, when the "Committee of Council made a grant

towards the provision of new desks, forms, new maps and books

1. Log Book, 5t. John's National School, Middlesbrough, entry
dated 1&8th Jan. 1864. See also below - Bkinnergate British
School. _

2. Preliminary Statements of the schools mentioned.
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. . . 1
in mechanics, mensuration and geography."

Despite the availability of Government Grants for help
in purchasing educational literature and other manufactured
educational aids, there seems to have been little doubt
concerning the overriding aim of elementary education. The
reading books published even during the ﬁiddle vears of this
neriod were clearly designed with the habits and role of the
labouring poor in mind and the lessons were therefore,
corrective in content. A few examples tsken from =z series
of books entitled Hational Education, Illustrated 2d-School
Books, Books 1, 2 and 3 published in 1852 will suffice to
illustrate.2 Volume One consisted of graded reading
exercises with grammar. The top and bottom of each page was
bordered with moral texts, examples oi which are reproduced
below.

"It is less painful to learn in youth than to be
ignorant in old age."

"The mind is a blank sheet of paper on which anything
may be written."

"Who strives to spell will do so well."
"God grant that I may fear to lie."

"Blessed 1s he that expecteth nothing for he shall
not be disappointed."” 3

B. & F. Rept., 1851, p.63.
National BEducation, Illustrated 2d. School Books, Book I.
Ibid.

ol o
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The reading material was of similar vogue as is shown by the
"Ninth Reading Lesson."

"James Johnson was a good boy and loved learning.

On Sunday when other boys were engaged in evil sport,

he would turn aside from them and go to school early.

~-~ James Johnson lived to be a happy man.";
The "Twenty Second Reading Lesson" tackled the topical
problem of drunkenness.

"The drunkard is often poor and wears a shabby coat.

He has no home to shelter him. VWhen he is drunk, if

he tries to speak he stammers and stutters. He is a

sluggard. IHe becomes weak and slender, he is cruel

to those who love him."p
From the tone of the above examples it is evident that the
text was designed to have a moralising effect. Furthermore,
it seems to have been essentially in sympathy with "reactionary
views"” held by the majority of Tories and many of the Whigs
who were afraid that the working men might be raised above his
station by a too liberal form of education. National
Education Books were nevertheless being used in 1864 as was

shown earlier at St. John's National School, I‘“‘Tiddlesbrough,LL
as no doubt they were elsewhere in the region.

Elementary education however, was not entirely devoted to
correcting the debasing behaviour which entered the lives 6f

many working class families.5 Some school promoters tried

1. Ibid., Hinth Reading Lesson.

2. Ibid., Twenty Second Reading ILesson.

5. Jarman, T.L. op.cit., p.245. .

4. TLog Book, St. John's LFational School, Middlesbrough,
entry dated 18th Jan. 1864.

5. See Chapter 1, pp.15 and 27.
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to introduce children to a broader spectrum of education
which in certain instances caused the curriculum to be
considerably enhanced, at least by usual nineteenth century
standards. Generally, however, 1t was in the British Schools
where such progress was made. Fost British Schools in the
region were seemingly well endowed with apparatus and broader
reading material even before the distribution of Grants for
this purpose. Tor example, the Bridge Street British School
in Darlington to which reference has already been made, was
described by the Government Inspector as having a "perfect
luxury of apparatus" in 1846 which clearly enabled the
teachers to widen the curriculum considerably.l Among this
"apparatus" was in all probability a library, since British
Schools were proud to own collections of books. HMoreover,
thé only evidence of school libraries came from the British
Schools of the region. Altogether two libraries were very
much part of the schocls in which they had been acquired.

The Skinnergate British School, Darlington for example, had a

2 In eddition

collection of one hundred and six books by 1840,
the importance of reading was further emphasised when the
scholars were led to Jjoin the Mechanics' ILibrary for a more

extensive knowledge of the subjects to which they were

L. Min. Committee of Council, Vol. II, 1846, p.l94.
2. B. & F. Rept., 1840, p.70.



introduced at school.l cimilarly the British School at

Stockton possessed s library which contained one hundred and
twenty volumes by 1860.2 It seems, however, that the

acquisition of librsries was unusual and that they were most

0

likely the gifts of generous benefactors, hence, one reason
why they were only to be found in certain British Schools.
One further point which confirms the value placed on books
by British School promotiers was the fact that in Darlington
Mrs. S.E. Pease compiled a book entitleq "Hints on Nursing
the Sick and other Domestic Subjects'. this publication,
because of its simplicity, was probably intended for use in
girls' schools. And as was stated in the preface, because
"the nursing of the sick falls to the lot of 211 women", its
contents included advice on topics such as:-

Barley water.

Bath for a Child.

Boil Lggs.

Bugs to get quit of.
Gas how to light, e'l:c.5

Whilst this literary innovation was brought into British

Schools by a member of the Pease family it 1s also expedient

to describe one further ianstance of educational innovation

Ibid.

Darlington & Stockton Times, dated 15th Sept., 1860.
Pease, S.E. Hints on Kursing the Zick and Other Domestic
bubjects; Freface and Contents.

WM
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coming from the same family. This resulted from the work of
Sophia, Lady Fry of Darlington, and'grand—daugﬁter of Edward
Pease, the father of Railways, who continued the educstional
zeal of her family until well into the century. Initially
she was a Sunday School teacher who became especially
interested in the education of the "poorer class of girls."l
From among the many British Schools existing in Darlingbon,
she chose to associate herself with what became the "largest
centre for girls at Kendrew Street."2 Here, she wss the

5

instigator of a céntre for cookery classes,” which was
probably the only scheme of its kind throughout the Teesdale-
Teesside region at that time. This indeed, was a most
unusuval feature of Voluntary School Education.

If the Voluntary Educational System helped to mould a
subordinate, sober and stereotyped stratum of society from
the renks of the labouring poor, then perhaps it had done its
duty, since, for a girl to become a servant was considered to
be "an important station in lifc—:"Llr and a boy perhaps could
not have expected a more ambitious role. However, as has
been shown above, educational progress throughout the region
was not completely limited. The fact that here and there,

some schools provided instruction in subjects which

Orme, E. Lady Fry of Darlington, p.32.
Ihid., pp 32-3%3%.-
Ibid., p.3%
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supplemented the basic curriculum, illustréted a national
trend, which more or less coincided with the introduction of
the pupil-teacher system. It was found then that the elder
pupils especially, learned much which was previously
"scarcely attempted."l Subjects including algebra, geometry
and some branches of natural philosophy began to form part
of the currioulum.2 In fact at Barnard Castle National
School the curriculum wes described as "wide" when nature
study was said to be a "reality here" in the early 60's. In
support of this statement, it was recorded that the classes
"went to the wood in order to study the subject practically."5
It is interesting to note that this part of the school's
curriculum was not discontinued at o time when the Revised

Code was effective. At the same school moreover, evening

A

schools were arranged later in the century. During the
evenings of 1867 for instance, the Vicar gave "lectures on
chemistry and electricity, illustrated with Ulea ng
experiments on electro-plating and telegraphy." A Further
evidence of science becoming part of the curriculum came from
the British School at Stockton where the master introduced

-
the subject when a case of chemistry apparatus was purc hased.”

Even more enrichment of the curriculum was sometimes brought

Shuttleworth, Sir James Kay. Public Education, p.9%.
Thid.

Jones, R.dJ. MS. op.cit.

Teesdale Mercury, dated 4th Dec. 1867.

Darlington & Stockton Times, dated 15th Sept. 1860.

\JT1 ol o+



into the schools by the efforts of travelling demonstrators.

In 1864 at St. John's National School, Darlington., for example,
a Mr. Dawson formerly a schoolmaster "exhibited a niicroscope
with a X power of 26,000 to the children in the upper room at
1d each and those in the lower room at #d each."t Everyone

was apparently satisfied with what was shown since the
headmaster reported in his log book that "it was very
interesting to those who availed themselves of the opportunity.“2
Of course, it was perhaps true that Mr. Dawson had found a
niore rewarding career than school-mastering. Nevertheless,
such men probably brought an element of variety to those
schooldays immediately after the implementation of the Revised
Code when schoolmasters salaries were determined among other
things by the results of examinations in the three R's.

In this Chapter it has become evident that in spite of
the limitations imposed on the curriculum by the type of
educational aids available, that there seemed to be an urge
here and there to present the children in elementary schools
with wider experiences. Where such was not the case it was
possibly because school masters and managers were deterred from
doing more when the attendance of children at school could
never be guaranteed, as indéed shall be shown in the next

Chapter.

1. Log Book, 5t. John's National School, Darlington.
entry dated 4th Mar. 1864.
2. Ibid.
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Chapter. 9

Factors affecting School Attendance.

During the Voluntary FPeriod of education attendance at
the elementary schools was often affected by the conditions
under which the children of the labouring poor lived apd also
by certain other factors which acted as forms of social selection
among these children. For instance, the traditiomnal use of
child labour not only prevented children from attending school,
but also probably caused a delay in setting up schools in some
communities until fairly late in the century.1 In the schools
wirich had been erected the necessary payment of school-pence
and the application of certain attendance regulations
sometimes resulted in poorer children teing kept away. But at
the same time many school managers sought to improve sttendance
by resorting to methods which they considered might prove

encouraging to both parents and children. In the Teesdale-

®

Teesside reglon they included the use of prize schemes,
advertising campaigns and bringing pressure to bear upon parents
who eventually would have to find employment for their children.
But generally children were attracted into the schools in

order to receive the benefits to be derived from education

whilst it must be remembered that the schools needed

1. See Chapter 5, p.101.
2. See Chapter 6, p.l28.
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towards their upkeep, the school pence which the pupils
contributed. Teachers' sslaries were sometimes dependent on

. . 1
whatever income was available,

In examining the question of
attendance, attention will be first of all directed to the
effects of using child labour.

To enable children to attend school, Government Bills
were periodically brought before Parliament througbout the
nineteenth century. The first Factory Act of 1802 and the
subsequent égéﬁ of 1819 achieved little, largely because there
was no adequate machinery to see that the educational
provisions made were carried out.2 The years of infantile
slavery continued until 183% when the next Factory Act became
law. This Act was a determined attempt to protect children _
from being over employed in the mills and factories. Those
under the age of nine years were not to he employed, so that
they might be free to attend the Voluntary Schools. But the
provisions of this Act were also evadeda and the resulting
conditions under which some children of MHorthern England's
industrialised society laboured, were shown in the Child
Employﬁent Commissioner's Report of 1842 for South Durham.

It revealed that they were "sometimes taken into the pits as

early as 5 years of age and by no means uncommonly at © years.

See Chapter 10, p.<205.

Curtis, S5.J. op.cit., pp.226-7.

Ibid., p.239.

Children's Employment Commission lst Report, 1842, p.l6.

W



Other industries also used very young child labour. Instances
of children growing up in ignorance must, therefore, have
been common. In 1365 for instance, the master of St. John's
Hational School, Middlesbrough wrote in his school's log-book
that he had "admitted a boy in his 10th year who knows
gothing.”l This boy apparently had only '"been to school a
fortnight in his 1life." A day later the same master "admitted
another who knows nothing."2 These examples probably confirm
the fact that the law governing child employment had not been
seriously enforced. These instances had occurred in 1865
after further Government legislation in 1344. The violation
of the provisions of the 1844 TFactory Act shows that despite
further powers given to factory inspectors there were defects
in administration. Employers of course, were reguired to
obtain certificates from &choolmasters stating that children
had attended school for a prescribéd period each week. But

to ensure that this condition alone was met probably would
have required the setting up of a system of factory inspectors
resenmbling a police force. In addition other provisions were
made for child employment in the following terms. It was
stated that "every child who shall have completed his Eighth

Year and shall have obtailned the Surgical Certificate reguired

1. ZTLog Book, St. John's National School, Middlesbrough, entry
dated ipr. 8th 1865. .
2. Ibid., Apr. 9Yth 1865.
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by this Act of having completed his Eighth Year may be

. 1 . . .
employed in a Factory." Despite the inclusion of clauses

regarding the hoursd worked by cﬁildren, the Act clearly
endorsed the use of child labour, since in allowing children
between the ages of eight and thirteen to spend either three
whole days or six half days at school there was still scope
for them to work in the factories.

Children were not only used as labourers in the mills
and factories; in the rural communities . they were usually
required for the seasonal harvests. At Winston National
School on October 1lth 1866 for instance, this was confirmed
when attendance was reported as being "very bad" and "not
expected to be much better until harvest is ovex”.5 School
attendance might also be interrupted for other incidental
reasons. At a Middlesbrough School on one occasion the
headmaster recorded that there "was a circus in town" which
had & "bad effect on attf-endéurlc:e."LJr Being withdrawn from
school just for periodic work might adversely affect a
child's education, bﬁt in some instances the comglete

withdrawal of children was often premature. Frequently the

1. TFactory Act, 1844, pp.194-5.

2. Loc.cit., "No child shall be employed in any Factory more
than Six Hours and Thirty Minutes in any one Day." also
"That in any Factory in which the labour of young Persons
is restricted to Ten Hours in any One Day it shall be
lawful to employ any Child Ten Hours in any One day on
Three Alternative Days of every week. Provided always that
the Parent or Person having direct Benefit from the wages
of any Child so employed shall cause such Child to attend
some School for at least Five Hours between the Hours of
Eight of the Clock in the lMorning and Six of the Clock in
the Afternoon of the same Day on each Week Day preceeding
each Day of Employment in the Factory.

3. Log Book, Winston National School, entry dated 11th Oct.l866.

4. Log Book, St.. John's National School, Middlesbrough, entry
dated Mar. 1l6eth 1865.
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cause of this was the parents' inability to pay school fees.
Some children for instance, had to leave Holy Trinity
National School, Darlington, in 1847, when they "could not
pay the fees”l required. Of course, fees varied considerably
from one school to another, but it seems that few charged the
lowest rate of one penny2 as was the practice at Egglestone
National School in 1856. At Gainford National School in 1857
children were required to pay as much as &4 per week5 and in
1852 pupils at Billingham National School paid 24, %4, 4d, or 54
according to age.4 The question of school pence received
attention in the Hewcastle Commissioners' Report, where it
was stated in 1861 that %7.3% of Church of BEngland children
paid 1d and less than 2d, whilst 1.79% paid over 4d.5 .Fees
charged at the British Schools in the region moreover, were
appaerently no more expensive than the most expensive Hational
Schools, but they were probably not as cheap as those charged
at the cheapest National Schools. The Newcastle Commission
further reported that in the schools for the Protestant
Dissenters which included British Schools, only 17.57% of
the children paid 1d and less than 2d but 4.45% vaid over

6
4d._ For example, in 1870 the British School at Middlesbrough

charged 6d, 4d and 3d for boys and 44 and 5& for girls and 24

. N.S. Rept. 1847, Report on Holy Trinity National School,
Darlington, op.cit. -

. Preliminary Statement, Egglestone National School, dated

1856.

App.F. Gainford Hational School, dated 15th July 1857.

Ibid., Billingham National School, dated 23rd Apr. 1852.

The Report of the Kewcastle Commission, Vol.I. p.72.

Ibid.

O\ =\ no i~
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for infants.l

Fees were often discretionary for various reasons, e.g.
sex, age, the type of instruction received or the social
status of the pupils' parents. At Cockerton National School2
near Darlington in 1325, the fees for reading, writing and
arithmetic were 1d, 2d and 3d respectively. Social factors
clearly affected fee payment at Winston School in 1857 whén
the following scale was in operation, "children of farmers
above 7 vears pald 6d per week," "children under 7?7 years paid
44 per week," '"children of labourers above 7 years paid 44
per week" and those "under 7 years paid 24 per week.”5 It
seems that the highest fees paid in this region were at
Greatham in 1870, where farmers' children paid od and 94 per
weele,

With these scales for the payment of school-pence being
in operation perhaps there was little wonder that many
children received either little or no education since for a
large, poor, working class family the cost would have been
formidable. Hence, the Nationel and British Schools did not
touch the lowest streta of the labouring poor because of their

dependence on this source of income.

¥or most of the Voluntary Period it was only in Teesdale

1. Preliminary Statement, British School, Middlesbrough, dated
1870.

2. App.F. Cockerton National School, dated 1825.

%. Meeting of the Trustees, Winston National School, MS.

document dated 3rd June 1857,
4. Preliminary Statement, Greatham National School, dated 1870.



where, under the Lead Company's compulsory scheme for

schooling thet families received any relief from this burden.

At Torest in Teesdale National School, for example, fifty

boys attended who paid fees of 1/- each quarter, but a
supplementary payment of 2/- each per quarber was made by the
employers.l School-pence therefore, was reduced to no more
than the cheapest rate of 14 per week for any scholar. TILater
in the century however, cases of hardship were relieved by
the year 186%, when scholars were paid for by the Jocal Relief
Committees.2 In the North of England, as a result of their
action there was "no reduction in classes" - a fact reported
by Mr. Davis, inspector for the Horthern Cc-unties.5
Despite this kind of provision being available there were
étill some children in the towns especially, "who by reason
of their filthy and ragged appearance were ineligible for
attendance at the elementary schools."4 It was mentioned in
Chapter 6 that these children, who were among the poorest of
the poor, could only hope for an elementary education in the
Ragged Schools, because as early as 1845 the National Society
had introduced rﬁles governing attendance which excluded all
except those who could fulfil the followiné conditions: -

"Parents should apply to the master, who wish to get
their children into a Wational School by 9 o'clock."

Ibid. ,Forest-in-Teesdale National School, dated 1828.
B. & F. Rept., 1863, pn.8.

Ibid.

Kamm, J. Hope Deferred, p.l60.
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"The children should assemble at 8.50 a.m. and at
1.45 pom."

"The children are to he neat, clean and tidy in dress
and reasons are to be given for lsteness."”

"All children are to be vaccinated before admission.”l
However, since the majority of National Schools were generally
filled to capacity, many children were obviously excluded
simply through lack of accommodation.

Despite the problems concerning schoo% attendance, i.s.
the use of child labour, the charging of school fees, and
attendance regulations, attempts were made to keep the
children in the schools. For instance, at the Skinnergate
British School, Darlington, in order to encourage full
participation in the educational facilities, the pupils
received prizes from time to time. On one such occasion
"each pupil received a boock and an orange," whilst "the elder
ones got Bibles."2 But perhaps one of the most ambitious
scﬁemes was established in_1855 when encouragement'was given
to pupils through awards presented by the Northumberland and

P,

Durham Prize Scheme Association. The scheme was first
presented by the Rev. J. Grey in order to promote education
. .. . . . 4

in mining or manufacturing districts. It was adopted as a

result of investigations carried out by the Rev. J.P. Norris

l\.\ro S [ Rep-t LN ] 18LI‘5 9 p [ L!'l .

B. & F. Rept., 1840, p.o2.

Darlington & Stockton Times, dated Eth Sept, 1855.
Ivid.

oo
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H.M.I. for Staifordshire in the year 1854 to 1855, where a

A o . . 1
similar scheme was successfully in operation.

He reported
to the Committee of Council in 1855 that he had "felt most
sensibly in our schools the decided impetus which the scheme
has given to a prolonged continuance at school."2 The prize
scheme while functioning in Durham and Horthumberland offered
prizes of £1 which were to be given to every boy and girl
under ten years who could produce certificates showing school
attendance for two years, together with certificates of good
character, and "who shall be able to ﬁass an examination
sa'l:isfactorily."5 At the end of the next year the prize was
£2 and so on for each successive year at school. Use was made
of the scheme in some schools studied in the region under
investigation. For instance, it was reported in a newspaper
that the successful pupils- of Barnard Castle Hational School
went to Hewcastle in August 1860 for the distribution of
prizes by the Northumberland and Durham District Prize Scheme
Association, an occasion "after which the pupil teachers
played cric‘ket."LL It seems reasonable to believe that such
schemes would appeal to the more able pupils of a school thus
causing those of poor ability to be neglected. Indeed,

schoolmasters who sought Jjustification to concentrate their

1. Report of Commission on State of Population in Mining
Districts 1855, p.l2.

2. Ibid.

3. Darlington % Stockton Times, dated 8th Sept. 1855.

4, Teesdale lMercury, dated 5 Aug. 1860.
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efforts on the more intelligenﬁ children seem to have found
it, since the Newcastle Commissiconers showed.that the teaching
of the basic elements was considered to be '"the greatest of
all drugeries to a teacher who is conscious of an ability for
higher things."l |

In addition to prize schemes attendance at school was
sometimes encouraged by advertising the benefits to be
derived from education. The example quoted in Appendix L is
from a handbill and is interesting in that it places strong
emphasis on the moral results of education which by all
accounts were to be welcomed by the parents concerned.2

Earlier in the Chapter some of the effects of non-
attendance at school were shown, i.e. children either "knew
nothing"5 when they did decide to go, or in fact were placed
in "lower standards" than they should have been due to '"neglect
of éarly 'ecfh.lca‘bion"L'r as was the case at St. Paul's National
School, Middlesbrough. On the other hand, however, if
children regularly attended a school the results could be
desirable as was shown by a repart typical of many British
Schools in the Teesside district. At Bridge Street British
School in Darlington it was reported in 1843 that "truancy

was rare" and the children were "kindly to each other" at a

1. Smith, F. A History of English Elementary Education,
1760 - 1902, p.243%,
2. See Appendix L.
5. 8Bee earlier in Chapter, ».177. ,
4. Log Book, 5t. Paul's Mational Girls' School, Middlesbrough,

H.M.I's Report for 1869.
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time when "one hundred and twenty pupils attended aged
between 2-7 years, with some twenty six staying on until nine

. 1
years as monitors."

Eut when compared with present day
education, this was really schooling for infants. Of course,
it is possible that some of the ignorant children mentioned
above came into the schools at a late stage because of the
effects of the Revised Code of 1862.

School attendance and the results of teaching became the
concern cf Mr. Robert Lowe in 1861 and even though the
Newcastle Commissioners considered compulsory education as
"neither attainable nor d_esirable,"2 Lowe's Revised Code of
1862 possibly did more to improve attendance than any measure

Mese vegulations
taken until 1870. Through ekis 1 :

ks I a) o

legislastien, Haintenance Grants were paid to school managers
partially on the basis of attendance. The schools did
everything within their power to encourage children to attend
even to secure perhaps only a few attendances in order to
Justify the addition of names to the registers. However,
despite evidence concerning mel-practice cited in most
"Histories of Education" it is stili probably true that the
period embraced by the implementation of the Revised Code

were not wholly years of gloom so far as the development of

3

B. & F. Rept., 1843, p.ok.
« Smith, F. op.cit., p.243.
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elementary education was concerned. Indeed, the number of
pupils attending the nation's schools siowed steady growth

according, to the figures given in the following table.l

Year No. of Scholars in Average Attendance.
1860 751,325
1866 871,309
18770 1,168,981

So far as the Teesdale-Teesside region was concerned the

position was similar. Mr. Eing, the Government Inspector for

the area recorded the general effect of the Code in 18e9. He

stated that "progress during the last four years is decided"

whilst attendance "on the day of the inspection is considerably

. , 2
in excess of the average."

10 Ibid.’ p-2700
Min. Committee of Council, 1869-70, pp.l65-166.



Chapter 10.

The Recruitment and Training of Teachers
for the Reglon's National and British
Schools.

Finally, the last three Chapters have shown that the

progressive introduction of Government controls from 1833

m

onwards eventuvally embraced the whole life of the school.
Since buildings and apparatus were now the concern of the
Committee of Council, there were also increasing demands for
conformity which began to affect teachers and pupils.
Attention was therefore directed towards the recruitment and
training of suitable persons for the profession of teaching.
By 1870 much was achieved with respect to the quality of
entrants, but some schools in the Voluntary Cystem depended,
until quite late in the century, on the employment of |
ungualified persons which perhaps included the over use of
pupil-teachers, who in fact resembled the monitors of former
years.l This was because the demand for teachers always
outpaced the supply, and as a result, teaching methods were
perhaps not brought up to date immediately as is shown in the
following case. The Master of St. John's Boys' School,

Middlesbrough, was apparently forced to practise the

1. 8See later in Chapter, p.1838.
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monitorial method as late as 1864. He considered the whole
business irksome and commented thaet he found "the usé of
monitors a great nuisance - a nulsance however which can't

be avoided, they can't lzeepr good order ard can't be devended
upon.”l About a week later he again wrote, "I despair of
getbting proper assistance in teaching this school." "I think
the system which makes the master dodge about the school like
a machine in perpetual motion looking after these monitors is
a Wwrong one.”2 The master responsible for thosé remarkg was

in possession of a lst Class Certificate from a "Celebrated

t
s T S . o
Training Institution” and was obviously unsympathetic towards

)]

his

4

nditions of employment. But if this school situation

had arisen in an earlier period in the century, the monitors

-

&s he called them, might not have had the surveillance of a
similarly trained and qualified master.
Since this regional study is concerned with elementary

education from 183%%, it must be remembered that Bell and

!
o

ncaster's monitorial method of imparting the basic elements

(0]

of learning was probably at its height in that year. It d4id
of course decline during the second quarter of the century
when teacher education and training was reviewed. The major

difficulty in 18%%, and indeed for some time afterwards, was

1. Log Book, 5t. John's Boys' National School, Middlesbrough,
entry dated 27th July 1864.

2. Ibid., 2nd Auvg. 1864.
5. Darlington & Stockton Times, dated llth Feb. 1360.
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concerned with the acguisition of suitable masters and
mistresses, and even in mid-Victorian Engiand, the profession
apparently still depended to some extent on the services of
the "uneducated and worse than competent men and women who

nl Confirmation of this

bt

had failed in other walks of life.

x|

state of affairs is found when reference is made to the
Government Inspectors' Tabulated Reports published in the
Minutes of the Committee of Council; The Report for 1850 for
example, shows that at Holy Trinity Waticnal Girls' School in
Darlington a female teacher was currently employed who excused

her lack of ability by

[}

uggesting that she was "never intended

16 J
- . ne . } .
for teaching. It is probably correct to assume that she had

3

failed to achieve some former ambition. Other rescords of schools

in the region provide some evidence of the employment of
uncertificated teachers until relatively late in the century.
For example, the National School at Harwood-in-Teesdale was
taught by an uncuvalified master in 1853 with his wife
(presumably also unqualified) acting as his assistant.5 Again
in 1864, Billingham National School depended on the services

of an unqualified mistress. "

The services rendered by
teachers' wives seem to have been depended upon throughout the

region since the master's wife also assisted at Winston

1. Dobbs, A.E. op.cit., p.59.

2. Min. Committee of Council, 1850-1, pp.l62-3.

5. Preliminary S8tatement, Harwood-in-Teesdale Hational School,
dated 1853. : .

4., Ibid., Billingham National School, 186%4.



g . 1 ; .
National School in 1851.~ However, it seems that by the

middle of the century most teachers working in this region

were qualified. The following table gives examples of the

status of teachers in certain schools of the region at various

dates.
School

Harwood-in-Teesdale Natlonal
School. 1853,

FPorest-in-Teesdale National
School. 1861.

Newbiggin~in-Teesdale Hational
School. 1870.

Whorlton National School. 1849,
Winston MNational School. 1851.
Gainford National School. 1855.

Piercebridge Naticnal School.

1853.

Coniscliffe Nationsl School.
1848,

Billingham National School.
1864,

St. Cuthbert's National School
Darlington. 1860.

British School, Middlesbrough.
1838.

probably 1851)

AV

1853.

|_I
OO O] Y\ B

=
=

but probably 1860.
12. B. & F. Rept., 1838, p.c50.

Status of Teacher,

Ungualified Haster.2

—

Qualified Mistress.”

L
Qualified Master.Jr

-

P « A o~ =
Qualified Master.-

Qualified Naster.6

17

Certificated Teacher.

Qualified Teacher.8

O

Certifiéated teacher.

o s 10.
Ungualified Mistress. O

Qualified_master and
mistress.ll

Trained teacher.lz'

Ibid., Winston National School, 18-- (defaced Statement but
Preliminary Statement, Harwood-in-Teesdale Wational School,

Ibid., Forest-in-Teecsdale Hational School. 1861,

ITbid., Newbiggin-in-Teesdale Hational School. 1870.
Ibid.Whorlton National School. 1849. :

Ibid. Winston National School. 1851.

Ibid., Gainford Wational School. 1855.

Ibid., Piercebridge National School, 1853.

Ibid., Coniscliffe National School. 1848.

Ibid., Billingham National School. 1864.

Ibid., 8t. Cuthbert's Hational School Darlington. undated
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On the other hand, of course, there were many who were
seemingly called To the task of teaching but who often utterly
failed in their duties. This was a freguent complaint during
the early years of Barnard Castle Wational School. Here the
assistant curate noted the aptitude of the original masters,
and testified that "the chief record of the early history of
the school is one of constant changes of its masters some
fairly successful but more incompetent.“l Instances similar
to this, together with the employment of unqualified teachers
were perhaps to be expected, because school masters were
generally products of the elementary schools.

From the earliest years of the century the systém had been
self-perpetuating because whenever a new school was opened, the
master normally selected the most.intelligent looking child to
act as a nonitor, who if sucéessful, would probably become a
headmaster himself.2 Furthermore, the ftraining of the monitors
left much to be desired in terms of a sound, time served
apprenticeship. Their personal education was largely obtained
on an in-service basis at local Central Schools. Tor example,
the Barfington School at Bishop Auckland, founded in 1810, was
apparently a successful Central School which supplied teachers

to schools throughout the Horth of England.5 The length of

Jones, R.J. 1MS. op.cit.

Holman, H. op.cit., p.i42.

Rich, R.¥W. The Training of Teachers in England and Wales
during the Nineteenth Century, pp.9-10.

W
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time spent by the monitors in training who, incidentally,

were also "clothed and maintained"l in return for their
teaching role, depended upon the demand for teachers. If the
need was great then presumably they were trained with all
haste. One hundred and ten masters were trained at the
Barrington School by 1834, whilst in that year "twenty four
monitors became masters."2 Clearly, the National Society,

had not altogether ignofed the necessity for training teachers
for its schools, in fact regulations were laid down governing
their training.

The "Training Regulations" published in 183%% stated that,
those who passed through training schools were '"to be provided
with appointments to schools in Union with the Hational Society
if proved in ability and cond_uct."5 But an application for
entry into the teaching profession invited some personal
scrutiny of the candidate. He. first had to produce
"attestation by the clergyman with respect to his moral and
religious character."4 Also, three testimonials were to be
submitted from "respectable householders" in support of the
applicant, whilst a preliminary examination had to be taken
to show his "proficiency in Religious Knowledge, reading,

writing and arithmetic."5 Usually the instruction given at a

Tbid.
H.S5. Rept., 183%4,
N.S. Rept., 183%3.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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Central School was gratuitous and "distinguished masters
- , cooowl
received a weekly allowance of half a guinea." The object
of the treining was to "secure speedy and perfect attainment

2 Towards this end,

to a knowledge of the National System."
the monitor attended classes from the Junior standards onwards
until he successively became top of the classes as he moved
up the school. He was not allowed to take charge of a class
until he was examined and pronounced sufficiently acquainted

5

with the National System. In addition to his actual 'in
service' training, the probationer was required to attend
evening preparation from 6.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. on certain days
and to study subjects determined by the clerical superintendent.4
Probationers had, their progress noted in a book known as the
'Report cf the Masters' which was kept by the head teacher of
the school.5 Here were recorded matters concerning the conduct
and suitability of the monitors. This Report was required to

be laid before the Committee of the School on Fridays with

-

, . S -
"every master in attendance." Furthermore, an 'Orderly Book'

was kept which contained the daily duties to be carried out by
the masters before dismissal by the headmaster each day.
The duration of the training period in the Yational

Society's Model or Central Schools was usually short, whilst

1. Ibid.
2. Ibid.
5. Ibid.
4. Tbid.
5. TIbid.
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.
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that provided by the Eritish ard Fofeign School BSociety at

Z

the Borough Reoad Normal School might also be described as

. . < N
'speedy' since it lasted about three montis. For the

recruitment of trained teachers at British Schools local

promoters were encouraged to "select a suitable young man and

~
L)

send him to the Normal School, London, '"for training.d After
the training period the new masters were responsible for
instructing monitors in the schools to which they were appointed.
They were governed by regulations which suggested that "half an
hour daily is to be devoted exclusively to trsining monitors,"
and "while the monitor is thus engaged, the mass of the school
is writing on slates under the charge of the general monitor."5

The methods of training schoclmasters discussed above

were genereally in operation until about 1840. Indeed, the
National Society seems to have been satisfied when it was
reported in 18%9 that masters teking up appointments in Naticonal
échools were '"generally regularly trained in Central Schools or
in District Central Schools."ur This training, though
relatively short, gave iastruction on the organisation of

classes, and since '"no deviation" was permissible, schools

s

became models of the Central Sc 015.5 But so as not to lose

sight of its raison d'etre, the Wational Soclety explicitly

Holman, H. op.cit., p.6l.
Manual of System of Primary Instruction etc. Part II. op.c
P.6.

M =

3 P57
Rept., 1839, p.43,
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stated that the foundation of schools, "rests upon the
Christian religion, i.e. the Liturgy of the Church" of England.l

Similarly, the monitorial method adopted by the British
Society was carefully analysed so as to leave no doubt
concerning what was to be taught. In this system there were
two distinct parts to the instruction given to British School
monitors, i.e. "intellectual," and "moral and religious.”2
Junior Classes were instructed in reading and writing on slate
and paper. Object lessons on silk, skin, paper and glass etc.,
were also given. Senior pupils were instructed in reading,
geography, drawing objects, mechanics, architecture, seometry
and singing etc. Also included at this more advanced stage was
the moral and religious teaching which embraced such topics as
"the evils of infidelity, cleanliness, temperance and on

w3

keeping the Sabbath.

(1

Teacher training was really only a "side line" cof the two
Societies up to about 184-0./'lr For the most part, thelr energies
were almost exclusively channeled into the business of
establishing schools. Gradually, hovever, it became -clear that
the monitorial system did not provide true education, in fact
it was realised that all worthwhile education might only be

experienced from the result of the "interaction between

1. Ibid.
2. B. & ¥. Repbt., 1841, p.4.
3. Ibid.

4, Rich, R.W. op.cit., p.23.
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4

. . 1 .
immature and mature minds." At best, the younzg monitor could

R

only act as an instructor and never really as an educator.2
Therefore, as part of the guest for a just return for the
money spent on educating poor children, the Government turned
ite attention to the training of teachers.

Parliament had realised sz early as 1855, that little
progress could be made in the improvement of education for the
poor, until more time was devoted to the proper training of

all teachers.5

To this end a sum of £10,000 was voted for the
erection of Model Schools.4 The money was to be equally
divided between the two Societies, but none of it was used
until 1841, the year in which the HMational Society onened a
training college at Chelsea. Later the British Society opened
their college at Borough Road, London. PBetween 1830 and 1846
there was marked activity in the founding of teacher training
colleges, whilst during that period a college was established
in the City of Durham in 1841.5 For many years it was known
as The Durham Diocesan Training School (later Bede College)
and was expressly directed for the training of masters. A
female college for training mistresses, i.e. The Durham Female
c
O

Training School was opened later in 1858. The establishment

of colleges for trainee teachers throughout the wvarious

1. 7Ibid., p.2.

2. Ibid.

4. Gregory, R. op.cit., Dp.3%0.

4, Ibid.

5. Bede College MS. Transcript from Durham County Advertizer,
dated oth Aug. 1841 and 20th Aug. 1841, p.7.

5. D.F. Tr.S., Register 1858,



Dioceses of England was one of the prime factors which
afforded perhaps for the first time, a degree of status to the
'job' of teaching.

Both of the Durham Training Cclleges had an important
role from their incention, since they provided cualified
teachers who were eventually employed in many schools in the
local Diocese. Instruction at the college for masters was
given in "various branches of religious knowledge, grammar,
reading, writing, geography, history, arithmetic, book-keeping,
mensuration and vocal music, also in the theory and practice

. 1 . . . . .
of teaching." But for either the more intelligent or more

subjects of instruction will be open to such as may desire it

R L owl . . .
on a higher vayment.' The above curriculum presents an

but the depth to which each

impressive variety of subjects,
was studied must have been superficial as the length of time

spent in the Training School was only six months on average.

It is interesting to note moreover, that the lecturers and
tutors were usually former trained teachers who passed on

information which they had gained as a "result of years of

nJ

strenuous self-education. Evidence of this practice wes

shown in the case of a certain William Lawson, ex-pupil-teacher

1. Bede College MS. op.cit., p.8.
2. TIbid.
5. Rich, R.W. op.cit., p.1l56.
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of Barnard Castle National School, who attended the Durham
Training College during the years 1852—5.1 After leaving, he
quickly became head of 5t. Oswald's School, Durham, remaining
there from 1854 to 1857. Bubsequently he was appointed tubor
at his former Training College. Remarkably, and after such
little professional experience, he went on to make a
distinguished career in the capacity of Lecturer at St. Marks,
Chelsea, and later as one of the founders of ‘the N.U.T.,
becoming its first secretary in 1870.2 Barlier in this
Chapter some consideration was given to the kind of persons
who became monitors, and now with the introduction of the
colieges it will be interesting to see if the practices of
former years concerning the recruitment and training of
student teachers wére in any ways changed.

One significant factor was the importance which the
colleges placed upon the maturity of the students. In the
regulations governing entry to the Durham Diocesan Training
School, it was stated that "no pupils will be admitted before

A
the age of 16."~

A certificate of charscter aznd aptitude
however, for the profession of schoolmaster was: still
necessarily required from the "Clergvman of the Parish where

the candidate resides," and an "examination had to be passed

Jones, R.J. MS. op.cit.
Ibid.
Bede College MS. op.cit.

WM+
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previous to admission.”" Also students at the college had to
pay "£14 per annum" for their residence and tuition.l Evidence
of older persons being trained for teaching comes from the
Durham Female Training School which initially accepted six
students as probationers. Two of these had had the previous
occupations of domestic servanf and pupil—teacher.2 Here,
students were given instruction in Religious Enowledge,
Catechism and Liturgy, English, Grammar, Geography, History,
School Management, Domestic Economy, Arithmetic, Industrial
Skill, Music, Reading, Spelling and Penmanship.5 Apart from
the inclusion of subjects more suitable for female pursuit
there seenms to havetbeen little difference in their curriculum
from that available for masters in 1841 at the Durham Training
School.

" From 1846, teachers began to receive formal gualifications
when the Committee'of Council issued Certificates.4 There was
very good incentive for teachers to be certificated, because
gualifications carried auvgmentstions to salaries on a scale

5

appropriate to the length of training received.
!
courses moreover, varied in duration and candidated were

College

permitted to remain for one, two or three years. If a

candidate was successful after a one year course a lst Class

Ibid.

D.F. Tr.3. Register 1858,

Min. Committee of Council, 1859-60. p.382.
. Rich, R.W. op.cit., p.118.

Ibvid., pp.l23-4.
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Certificate was awarded, after two years a 2nd Class
Certificate was obtained and a %rd Class Certificate after
three years.l Towards the end of the '40's and of a decade
in which teaching was looked upon as the "last refuge of the
incompetent,"2 the monitorial system began to break down,
especially with the introduction of the pupil.teacher svstem
in 1847.

This system was designed to provide a preparatory
apprenticeship for those pupils desirous of entering the
Training Schools in order to qualify as teachers. Potential
teachers began a five year period of school based training
from the age of thirteen years. In the schools, the actual
training they received amounted to a required minimum of one
and a half hours on each day, while for tesching services
rendered they were allowed a stipend of up to £20 per annum.5
Criticism was levelled at this system and it was suggested,
perhaps qguite correctly, that puvils were called from their
proper business of learring at too early an age.4 As a result
of this, students entering the colleges apparently had received
neither training in the use of books nor developed much mental
resilience. Nevertheless, the institution of the systemn,

together with the competition for Queen's Scholarships which

1. Ibid.

2. BSturt, M. op.cit., p.l36.
%. Smith, ¥. op.cit., p.203.
4, Holman, H. op.cit., p.l40.
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carried meintenance grants of £20 to £25, inevitably helped
in raising the standard of education in many schools. This
assumption is based on the examination reguirements for the
award of a Scholarship. The examination papers set in 1854
included questions which were to be answered on the following
topicsy Sceripture and Catechism, Grammar, Arithmetic,
Geography, History, Schodl-Management, Domestic Economy, Euclid,
Algebra, Mensuration and Industrial Hechanics.l Whilst sone
of the questions asked were not of present G.C.E. 'C' level
standard, they represented a standard which might currently be
achieved'by an intelligent fourth year pupil. Certainly a
high degree of academic discipline would be required to ensure
a satisfactory performance at such an examination. For instance,
the passage to be paraphrased in the 'Gremmar' Section on p.78
of Appendix K would demand an extremely competent knowledgé
of the mother tongue.

It seems that most schocls in the area eventually had one
or more pupll teachers. Even the extremely isolated Eoys'
School at Forest in Teesdale employed a certain John Collinson

who was described "as a pupil tescher in the fifth year of

. . 2 .. . s
his apprenticeship." After their subsequent training at
college such young men were much sought after. Proof of this

1l. PPee Appendix K.
2. Log Book, Boys' School Torest in Teesdale, 1861-(incomplete).
entry undated.
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was given in the Annual Report of 1856 for the Durham Diocesan

Training Bchool, where the following statement was made:- "it
appears that in the majority of cases the Managers of Parochial
Schools prefer a Certificated before an Uncertificated
Schoolmasterl”l TFurthermore, the reason for this Was seen to

be dependent on the fact that the Committee of Council “now

pay considerable annual sums in the shape of Capitation Grants
to all schools having Certificated lMasters under inspection,

it will probably soon be found that it is cheaper to employ a
schoolmaster who has gained a Certificate than one who has not."2
The demand for gualified teachers continued throughout the
Voluntary School Period. The Annusl Reports of both the Female
and Masters Training Schools up to 1870 with the exception of

the one for 1863 which reflected the effects of the Revised

Code, showed that the "number of applications for schoolmasters

jng

a5 not yet decreased; during the past year seventy five such

w3

applications have been received. Again in 1868, the Annual
Report of the Durham Female Training Schqol showed that "the
demand for Schoolmistresses in the Diocese is continually on
the :'anrease."i'L By 1869 the situation seemed to be critical,

when at the Durham Female College it was recorded that "upwards

of fifty applicants for lMistresses have been received during

1. D.D. Tr.S. 15th Annual Rept., p.l4.
2. Ibid. '
3. Ibid., 1860, p.4.

4. D.F. Tr.S. Rept. 1868, p.7.
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the last year but in only about twenty of these has it been
possible to supply the demand."l
Further reference to the more complete records of the

early years of the Female Training School confirms that

students tended to come from "the same sectlon of society -

\V)

lower middle class or artisan;" from such evidence it might
well be assumed to have been the same at the Training School
for masters. The bccupations followed by the girls' fathers
in 1859 included, labourer, collier, engine builder, joiner
sailor and farmer; and in 1860 representative occupations
were those of book-keeper, hraker, singing man, schcoolmaster

5

and shoe-maker, Throughout the Voluntary Period students
continued to be drawn from similar social backgrounds, but by
1870 there were signs that some recruits were beginning to
arrive from the new middle-class. These included the daughters
of a grocer and farm manager.4 Candidates from lowly
backgrounds perhaps viewed the Teacher Training 5S5chools as the
means of providing further education whereby they might rise
socially into the realms of professionalism.

Irrespective of the demand for teachers, it can never

have been the prospects of high salaries which attracted

recruits. Generally, it appears that tesching was not a well

Ibid., 1869, p.4.

Sturt, M. op.cit., p.1%6.
D.F. ir.5. op.cit., 1860.
Ibid., 1870.

WO
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aid profession during the nineteenth century. In the early
vears the growing industries of Teesside were always an
attractive proposition for young men secking monetary reward.

In fact, teachers were attracted out of the schoels into

pm 1]
Y]
m

industry. One man, for instance, a former "villag

o]
F

ec.ago

ue -

o)

who had teached a schqol upwards of twenty five years" left
and went to work on the developing North-Lastern Railway
System.l The depressed position of the teacher is very
clearly illustrated in the following reiteration from the
Coniscliffe National School Log Book, dated 1870. The

mastér wrote down his sentiments in the following terms;

"Mr. - offered me if I would stay and teach at the school snd
do 211 the rest of the dirty jobs of the parish, the liberal
sum of what I can make by school pence and grant, - £36 7s.?d.,
i.e. two teachers to have nearly 14/- a week between them."2
Whether or not this teacher stayed to teach at the school was

not mentioned. Another case which revesled the thoughts of

a pupil teacher in 186%, seems to reinforce the notion that

the teachers lot was still the last resort for some. Accordingly
the master of St. John's National School, Darlington, made an
entry in his log-book to the effect that "William Snaith pupil

teacher in his 4th year left the school to be at liberty to

1. Tomlinson, W.W. The Horth Eastern Railway, v.116.
2. Walshaw, W. MS. op.cit., p.205.
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take some other employment." A copy of his letter of
resignation, shown below, confirms the boy's aspirations for
better things.
Sir,

I am very sorry to inform wvou that I shall

leave the St. John's National School as my

uncle is looking out for a better situation

and he wishes me to be aft liberty when he

may write, which will be shortly I expect.

Yours truly,

W.G. Snaith.t
In this case it might be assumed that "= better situation”
was ultimately found. Similsr amblition probably caused other

avin

y

pupll teachers to leave their positions after received

i
I

the benefit of an extended education.

Salaries paid to teachers very often devended on the
income of the school received from subscriptions and school
pence. However, in 1839 the National Socilety had recommended
a "fixed annual salary of £24 17s. 104." and suggested that

12 But with

it might be "augmented by childrens' payments.
the introduction of Mzintenance Grants in the same year, the

Committee of Council suggested than an annval salary of &75

1. Loz Book, 3t. John's Fational School, Darlington, entry
dated 18&th Sept. 1863.
2. N.8. Rept., 1839, p.44.
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should be paid so that teachers' incomes

, A . -
that teachers in Holland. But in 1853 ¢

of

teacher serving at Pilercebridge Hational

”

2 .
only annum  which was

amount.

Female Training School also received £35 at

Stockton on Tees. Unly exceptionzally were

salaries of up to £%0 per annum as

a. teacher who served at 3t. Hilda's

Ji
Middlesbrough in 1869.

The imposition of the Revised Code was

®

responsible for some reductions of

4 ~ -
attendance and

grants depe

But it 1s difficult to blame the Code for many of the low
salaries paid. in the region investigated Very clearly th
evidence points to the fact that teachers were generally
poorly paid, which in turn was never conducive to the
recruitment of too meny highly capable persons into the

profession.

far below the
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reputedly
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upon educating the people of the nation
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redemption. Already the great Furopean countries had
proved that the provision of elementary education was the

pivotal point of wealth and prosverity.
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Conclusion

-

In tracing the sources from which the Teesdale-Teesside
region's National and British Schools developed it has been
shown that from 18%% there were certain members of society
including local industrislists and religious leaders who were
willing to beccme engaged in schools' promotion in almost
every town and village. The fact that Anglican incumbents and
Nonconformists who often held responsible positions within
their respective communities took upon themselves this task
confirmed a nstion-wide tremnd. Bolth local and nationsl
circumstances of course. vlayed a part whilst the establishment
of many schools was made possible duriang the years after 183%3%
when the Government made building grants available through
the Voluntary Societies. Save for this timely asction and the
civilising influence of the new schools especially in the
industrial centres, 1t is not too difiicult to envisage the
social chaos which might have evolved.

Elementary education was undoubtedly able to improve the
gquality of life among the labouring poor, for instance,
children in many of Darlington's original British Schools
responded to their moral training. Further evidence of the

effect of education came from Teesdale where learning and
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reading were carried over from the relatively long established
schools into the homes of the lead miners. The provision of
such benefits needed to be exterded throughout the century to
the children of the poor in all communities but particularly to
those in the towns where rapid population increases were taking
place. Because these areas of dire poverty and degredation
were lacking in social amenities there was much scope for
educational welfare as was shown by the achievements and
difficulties experienced by National and British Schools'
promoters. The villages on the other hand did not present
similar problems 'since they were not affected to the same extent
by social upheaval. Sometimes in these smaller communities the
desire for education was already abroad among parents whe
realised the value of schooling for their offspring.

Voluntary Schools were not only established because of
thelr civilising influence, but also for other reasons. Anglicans
for example, saw in their National Schools one means at least
wnereby significant numbers might be encouraged to become
members of the Church of England. On the other hand the
spread of Wonconformity resulted in the need for British Schools
as an educational alternative whilst religious conflict
between the two Societies often provided the stimulus for

further local schools' promotion. The founders of British
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Schools however, were not concerned with teaching doctrines
peculiar toc any denomination and therefore were more intent
on dealing with the educational defects of the children. Tor
this reason it has been shown that certain educational
innovations were introduced into many British Schools.. If
the pursuit of various branches of academic knowledge was
regarded by some as an essential ingredient of elementary
schooling, there was one important element in learning which
seemed to be stressed by most schools' promoters, i.e. the
'moral results.' Both lational and British Schools were keen
to inclucate a desired code of morality, whilst their specific
aims were reflected in meny school reading bocks and in the
yearly comments made by school managers.

Apart from Teesdale where elementary education was
compulsory and financially secure under the terms laid down
by the London Lead Company, the Voluntary Schools of the
region frequently diffused the elements of learning in spite
of major difficulties which at times included the incompetence
of teachers and the need to maintain adequate buildingé. The
survival of schools depended upon the generosity of wealthy
Eenefactors or on whatever funds might be collected by various

means from time to time. Income from these sources and from
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school-pence was variable in schools outside the dale where
there was no compulsion on the part of parents to have their
children educated. 7Yet, between the years 1833 and 1870 most
chools in the region survived.

Due to continued population expansion in the Gowns and
the need for schools' managers to conform to the regulations
enforced by the Committee of Council, it has been shown that
by 1870 the Societies were unable to cope with erecting the
required numbers of schools espegially in the face of
competition from the School Boards. The Naticnal and British
and Foreign School SBoclileties were now to lose much of their
former pre-eminence in establishing institutions of elementary
education. But the schocls which they had established remained
in service during the Schoel Bosrd era whilst the continued
attendance of children proved that the poorer classes of the

nation desired the essentials of learning.
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Appendix A

The Distribution of National and Briti
in 183%3,

sh Schools
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Apvendix B

The Distribution of Waticnal and British Schools
by 1853.
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Appendix C

Hational & British Schools established between
1853 & 1870.
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Appendix D

The Distribution of Hatiocnal & British Schools
by 1870.

Note that Middleton-5St-George is the only village without

either a MNational or British School in 187%0.
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Apnendix F

Application Form, used by Anglican incumbents when

aprlying to the National Socielty for aid to erect sch’ool.'s.:L

1l. N.3. Eaglescliffe Tile.
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f Appendix H

Form of Certificate: __and.Ralance Sheet.t
1 =Pz zbe
L

1&5€¢ are normally oneg aocument .

.- e e e

fdational Hociety

FOR

PROMOTING THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR IN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH.

SRANT oF L _ Ao  tN A1D OF BUILDING SCIHOOLS AND=FRACHRANCRESIDRNG? Al r 2 2 f&—éc
/:
/ l/
/’ .
';;). -5 I” : . .
VOTED R % T, f e 8.7
s

Muelt ineomvenienes having been experienced from the Saciety’s being pledged for sums of money which have not eventually been required, it 18 iound
ecessary to deciare. shat wwy Grant uot drawn within cigiteen months will be considered as relinquished. unless upon special application 1o the Board the term
hall he exiended. )

I eomplianee with 1epeated snggestions from different parts of the kingdom. it is proposed for vour consideration. that an Enscription set up in some

suspicuntts part of the building 1o recerd the erection or enlargement of il Schools by Valuntary Subscription, with the aid of a Giani from the Xational Soeicty.

nd tie Union of the Sehool with the Society, may tend jo secure the permanency of your object in promoting the education of ihe poor.

FORM OF CLERTIFICATE.

(T b friviy wransevibed. and duly signed, and trapsmitted to the Seeretary of the Society, when a proper Form of Bill
will he sent to drae for the amornt of the Granl.) :

Wi, the undersigned. promoters of the School at . . in union with the

NaTtoxat Soctery. hereby eertifvs:

I "That the new School-house and Penchers’-Residences in aid of which the Natienal Society was
lensed toorant Lo » are finished in o satisfactory and workmanlike manner; being built
f the proper dimensions, and fully completed in all vespects according to the statement hn'\\-';u'dud to the

Sm‘i\‘l'_\ .

II. That the wnount of private subscription has been received, expended, and accounted for
see Badonce-sheot annexed) s and that there dovs wol vemain ang debt, charge, or claim of any kind, i
ceonnt o the same, or for any woerk connecled Lherawilthy except what will be liquidated by o Grint
TSN g vated by the Committee of Council, and the Grant made by the National Society,

L |..\\ went of which is now prayed for.

HIL Thai o deaft of the Trust-deed has been =ubmitted to the Society, and that n'/hangc has been
hade rines iL was approved, Sithe Deed was executed on the /4« day of - pol_ . in
he vear 18 F o and enrolled on the // VoS day of £ in the year l\{f/ ! strtrd=it

- f
Ol s now ~enelnsed.

Lt 1(‘~||I\llll\\ whereof we aflix our \l“lhll.lll(‘\ and l((Illl'\‘ the l):l\l“(‘lll of “l(.' sum .ll'l')l'(‘l‘lul“.‘ll

o the School ag aforesaid, ZW//:

i

4 0/ A .
/7 /i /ﬁa L Sreaes € -~ 7rr
< Signed o Dated) //Z 7 %‘_ »(_ A /Iﬁ“

e
sy 7T

«// /// // /"“d‘ €<

,\ \\

’j /I/L._ """
A zf_” S St

— 1. w.a Teglescliffe File




Balance

BECEIPTR.
£ . d.

By suhseriprions and Collections |'u~ed L//

in the Loeality. or otherwize ]

By Grunt irom the Committee of Coun-} :,‘7

i) (ivhen received)

- . i
By iYeo (rom the Discesan or Locnl} 25“0 [I
) i

13w (e received)
Be Ditro from the Narional Raeicry, /{"d
naw reqnestent .

“%/ 2

__ . SCHOOL CASL.

Shest.

EXPENDITURE.

'1'0 Cost of Schoolroom

To Ditto of Residence

£« d

7ﬁﬁ76

To Ditto of Fittings and Qundnm] 33 //0 P2

Fencing, &e.

To Leaal Expenses ot Conveyance, &g.

_}____L[.,.._,._
OZ 24/ A4

._.._.-—.-. -

——— e ——
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Apvendix I

Circular distributed by the Committee of Council.
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G. T hie desks should be cither quite fat or very slightly inclined. The ob-
jections to the inclindd desk ave, that pencils, pens, &c. are constantly slipping
fram zt, aud that it cannot be convenie: ﬂly used as a table. The objection to

cic Aat deslk is, that 1t has o tendency to make the children 5t00p.. £ raised

Tedee in front of a desk interferes with the arm In “huuﬂ
anesal rale, no benchas and desks sl b" more than 12 foet

(,f

long; and 2o group a‘oulc. contain more than Lhrec rows of benches anc
cesks (because, i proportion as ihe depth is .increased, tle teacler must raise

lis voice lo @ /ug Ler piteh ; and this becomes exhausting to limself while aé
the sane time 6 adds inconveniently to ihe f‘eizeral 7202'33). : '

S. Lach greup of desks must be separated from the contiyuous grou p either
by ai aldey 18 iu:n.es wide for the passage of the children, or by a space of 3

inches sulicient for drawing and withdrawing the curtains.

9. "The curiains when drawn should not nroject more than 4 inches in frout
: An alley should never be placed in the cenire of a
groud or ga.avy, and the groups should never be broken by the interventicn

o Lo
Cl L..\, TOICINY

(e}
7]
o
[
(¢}
u.
[

4

<
n~ - v ol ReasaTaane
Oz (.O0rs anlt IU8MalTes.
1

10. Wiiere the number of chiidren to be accommodated is too great for them
‘o be-arranged in five, or at most six, groups, an additional schioolroom should

be built, and placed under the charge of aun additional teacher, wio may, Low-
cver, be subor aumbc to the head mn.m.c;.
il. f}...:.va Y zever b" mn in *hé same room 1..11 o’der children, as

m\,.ﬂhne anG ]Jau. m,ho*x oL the OACC.L ch

the cldb. Iafants.

23, Noinlant gallery should hiold more than 80 or 90 infants.

14, The class rooms s.l uld rever be passage 1ooms from one part of the
buiiding to anotier, nor from the scioolrcoms to the p around or yard. They
saoulG Le on the same level as the schcolroem, ead should be fitted u» with a
Suiiery p‘.:‘.;:.d ot right an g"‘“ with the window.

15. “hie windows should be so l,].lcbrl tact a fll light should il upox the
fuces both of the teachersrand of the chiidren.

13. Whe sills of the wincows should be pl:.cc:l os high as-possible above the
fioor, and a large nortion orf cach window should e raade to cpen.

CURTAIN TO DRAW VR
Al.d BACK

o " Curizin 10 Civide greups of Dezehes cnd deshs,




y ¢rawing back the -curtain between iwo groups of desks, the pvinci;a}
ser cait combine two classes inio one for tie pu 190 se oi a gailery lesson; .
- the ucp of bcw-hs, and omitiir sks ,) may be sub-
2.groups., Lor si 1::11t-111eou.~, mstrr-cuon, such a n'allery is
& combinaticn of two groups by the witharawal of the intermediate
i bec- sc the combined length of the two groups (if more '
s greater than will 1'10w the teacher fo-command at a glance 2ll t'i*c c
it It i: advisable, therefore, always to provide 2 ga
a class room.

cx'ool sh 1"1 never be allowed to organize it so as to
¢ for carrying cut the eutire business of ;-1:,5n:mcuon vithout his own

s
Ty
12

n
1
thar

-

direct intervention i giving the lessons. - He ought, as a'rule, to have one or
nc ]:.5505 (t. be varied from time to time) in a group or in the

ler his own immediate charg ge- He must, indeed, at times
at liberty to observe the manner in which his assistants or apprent

to watch the collective working of his school. But his duties

performed if (wlﬁ.. is called) general superiniendence forms

al part, of them.
e reasons of the fellowing 1c wiil be readily inferred from these prelimi-
itions, and the annexed Dluns have been prepared to illustrate
T 41 P B
- U bi.w

1 . orl o - e e o A . -
he Boam as 1egmu.~. the arrangement of the buildings an
S

v you . s Flyad AT T4 P
iiC A.OO“‘ rne i mind that the capacicy o:
&

.7 - ~3 Sa - ~ & o
the number of can accommcdate, depends ot
\ NIk e e - ha o T s of -
arca, bt cn iis avea, its shape, cnd the positions ¢f the coors

and fireplaces.
2, The best widih com intended fo accommodate any number of |

;
AL

. . ~e TAA o A 14 Lo mi SR

botween 48 and 144, is fiom 1€ to 20 fect.  This gives sufficient space

-t

ud = (644 !
4
h group of benches and d c'.esacs to be rauged three rows deep along
onc wall, for the tea chers to stand at a proper distance from their classes,
1L 1 pon h)
and for i

P

the classes to be dmwr OL;u, wien necessary, in front of the desks
_ 1 the master oy, pupil teachers. _(MNo . additional accommodation being
fain 16d 6 gmmar‘ widtlhin t/u: room, the cosi of sucl an increase in the
dimensions is thrown awa_y ) '

A T >

oA - : " conerally b (5 :
3. A school not recelving infants should generaily be divided into at least

four ciasses. \.L/LC varying copecitics of children beiween seven and thirteen
years old will be jfound to n,f/m/c at leasé thiss much ouuawz.sbon.)

4. Denches and desks, graduated according to the ages of the c'i:i"dren, shouid

be PLO\’X'J.\.\ for all the bC..OI..La in actual atiendance, and therefore a schcol-

m 3.10u1( contain at least four groups.
5._ An allowance of 18 '1 ches ou each desk and bench will suffice for the junior
ek asses, Lut not less than 22 inches for the senlor classes; otherwise, they may
DC Ciany sed 1 wutmg.
oy )

The lcngth therefore of each group should be some multinle of IS or

22 inches respectively.
Thus, at 18 inches per Chu(..,

A grou CLL. Oinl. long will accommodate 47

- 7 &6 . 5
9 0. 2 ¥
» ’ IO \). » 7
» 1270 » § » Children i a row.
At 22 inches ver child,
A group 7. 4in. long will accommodate 4
» g 2 . 5
» i1 G 3 6)
In the anncxed plans h HE be al
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The withdrawal of d from each row of this dimensicn will praciically
R

a
“
answer the puarposc s of the other cimensicis.
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PRIELIMINARY REN

selore a scaooolroom is “1.1.111».1,—31:(1 “ac cbservalion anplies ejual’- 7 4o
a.terations 1a tae m cr;:al fittings of an existing schoolroon .,—..J.c number of
¥ 2 H y to occupy it; the numoer of classes into which ikey
0*'-0'-.:: 10 Le groupe d; whether the schoo: should be “mixed,” or the bLoys
and givls taught n different ro S5 are noints that require to be carefally
consiGered and determined, in order that the arrangements of the scheool nray
be desigued accordingly.

Lvery class, when in operation, reguires a scparate teacher, be it only a
monitor '*c-“ir-'; for the hour. Without some such provision it is Impossisle to
keep all the children in a school activ c‘y cn“p1oycd at the same time.

The apprenticeship of pupil teachers, therefore, is mme]y an improved
method ¢! mcct ng what is, under any circumstances, a necessity of the case
aad, where su _a"sist ants are maintained at the puahc cxpense, it becomes
o increascd :\po rtance to Zurnish them with all the mechanieal appliances
that have been found by experience to be the best caleulated to give cffect
16 ineir services.

._1

ISR N
Calia o W ‘O ar ~C

“e

'ae main end to be attained is ‘-"-‘e 1‘ccn-':rat1'on of the attention of the
teacher upon his own separate class, and of the class npon its teacher, to the
exclusion of distracting sounds -.x*d o' jects, and without obstruction to the

nead master’s power of superintending the v'ho"e of the classes and ticir
teachers.  This concentration would be efected most completely i cach
ceacher acld ais class in a separate room; but such an arrangement would be
inconsistent wich a »roper superintencence, and would be open to other obiec-
tions. The common schoolroom shculd, 'L'he"cforc, be planzned and fitted to
realize, as nearly as may be, the combined advantages of isolation and of
sujeriniencence, without destroying its use for such purposes as may require
& large apartment. "Jhe best shape Is an oblong. C ou ups of benches and

i i
-

Gesks should be arranged along one of the m.lm. Tach group should be-

aivided from the acjacent group or groups by an a‘-wy, in which a light

curtain can be drawn forward or back., Iilach class, when seated in a ag

desics, can thus e isolated on its sides from the yest of the school, its teacues

standing in front of ii, where the vacant flioor 2llows him to place his easel for
s

tae suspeusion of diagrams and the use of the black board, or to draw out
the cialdren ccc:.:qo:ml,y from their desks, and to instruct them standing, Tor

tue sake of relicf by-a change 1a position. The seats at the desks and the
vicant ficor ia front or cach group ar Z/m‘]/, zncha, and should tnerciore o¢

allowed for in calculating the space It wwisite for eacl class.

Thic Committee of Council Co net recommend that the benches and desks
snouid be immoveably fixed to the flool in any schocls. They ought to ke so
constructed os to admit of being rea l":;, vemoved when necessary, but not so
us 10 be casily nushed out of place by accident, or to be shaken by the mcve-
miends cf tiie children when seated at them.

tn
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Appendix J.

Plans of School Buildings;
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Appendix K

1.

Min.

Committee of Council,

1854, pp.77-83.
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185+.] l amumtwn Lagpers. 83
'.'?' uc + by = ¢, le 4- my = p. - . ; .
PR el S . . LI L . o
eAd e T o -
the (e = 1) (2 4 4) == 102, T

i, 2 4 2az 4 y* = (¢ + OF
r—b=y—aua

G. A is twice ns u](l ns B, und in eleven years their nges wil) hc in tlu.ruho

of 5 1o 35 find their nges at present, ,

7. 1f hmnuu and 160 graing cost 121, 85, 7., and 1 unuu. lmd 80 gnun
(.()ul AL Y0s, 104d.: how muny graing sre there i an ounee? oy

MENSURATION AND INDUSTRIAL MECHANICS,
(T'ninn Secrion).

1. Find the nven of & room 1L Gins, wide uml 201t Yins, long r?
(l ) By cross multaplication,
(2.) By reducing the sides cither to ll)LllLb, or {o feel und frmtlous of
n fuot.

‘.3. Give the rule for finding the wren of o thangle when the sides are known,
H the sides of o trnogle be- 6 and 8 dnehes long, what st bie the

lm-'ih of thie third sidethat the trimgle iay he the k;‘(’-l'l. { pussible?

Aunilorm henvy rod 126t long, and 6 1ha. in weight, rests hmuumnlly
upun two props, which are respectively 3 und 4 feet from the endsof the tod;
find the pressure upon cach prop,

b, What foree neting paradlel to the 5'1 ane woulld be required to ':llppurl 2
weigrhts of 2 tons upon asmooth inelined plane, the height. of which is 15 fuct
und the Jengeth 25 feet 7 And whnt wmount of work will raise the weight
from the hottom fo the top of the plune?

6. What is meant by friction und the cocficient of friction? I the friction
be just sullicient 1o hu]:]mrt the weight in tlu, lust question, what must be its
uuﬂu unl t

(No. 8.)
RETISTELLD TEACIICRS.
Ealruct /:1 rom (Civculur Letter addressed to Hee Majesty®s Inspectors of Schuols,

coptaining Lastractions ws to Kaaminotion of Cawdidutes for Registretion.

Comnnittee of Conneil on Edueation, Couneil Office,
« Downing Street, 5 March 1854,

_'l'm-‘. Lord President desives e to state that it is his intention to advise Reviste ml
the Commitiee of Couneil, from and alter the 315t .of December 1854, (o give Teachers

clfeet to the proviso, in the Supplementary: Minute of 20 Auggast 1¥03, which
taits e adiniS1hility of teaehars o the Registrution Exsminamion {o tiose
Wl have complated heir thiny- hll‘l yuar.

3]
\
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Apoendix L. Handbill: Barnard Castle Infant School.

Rarnard Castle Infant School

Prices of admission per week.

For One Child. One Penny.

For Two Children from one Family. Three halfpence.
For Three Children from one Family. Two Pence.

N.S. The above charge includes a2l1l Expenses.

The attention of parents is earnestly requested to the
advantages to be derived to their children from this
institution. All must be well aware how soon bad habits are
formed if 1ittle children are suffered to sperd their time in
dirt and idleness, and the bad habits which a child learns in
its early years will be sure to conbinue and increase in him
&s he grows up: - 1if he learns to tell lies and swear when a
child, he will continue to be a liar and a swearer; - if he is
allowed to disobey and to be undutiful to his parents as a
child, he will grow up to be disobedient and undutiful, and will
bring down their gray hairs with sorrow to the grave! ' On the
other hand, if a 1little child is instructed early in his duties
and privileges as a christian child, he will, by God's grace,
grow up a dutiful christian; if he is taught to speak the
truth, and to face God, in his childhood, he will by God's grace,
grow up a truthful and God-fearing man, if he is taught to honour
and obey his parents as a child, he will grow up obedient -
revering and loving them as, under God, the author of his being
- he will comfort and support them in sickness and poverty; and
will love and cherish them in their old age!

Parents! +to which of these classes do you wish that the
children whom you love should belong? If you desire comfort in
your age, and peace upon your deathbed,

TRAIN UP YOUR LITTLE CHILDREN IN THE WAY THEY SHOULD GO!

Barnard Castle, March 1848,

J. Atkinson, Printer, Barnard Castle.
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Appendix M

Exercise Book of William Snaith.l

1. Derlington Reference Library.
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Appendix N

Sources.

The institutions listed below with the exceptions of those
in London were unabls to furnish any documentary material
referring to nineteenth century National and British Schools in
the Teesdale-Teesside region.

Reasons for the lack of records aré given where known.

London Institutions.

National Society, London. - Parish Files often incomplete.

British and Foreign School - Manuscripts destroyed by enemy

Society, London. action in the 1939-45 Vorld
War.

Local Parish Churches.

Billingham.

Darlington, Holy Trinity.

Faglescliffe. - Records: destroyed.
Egglestone.

Forest-in-Teesdale.

Gainford.

.Greatham{'

Harwood-in-Teesdale.

Hurworth.

Middleton-in-Teesdale - documents destroyed with the
014 Church.

Middlesbrough, St. John.

Middlesbrough, St. Hilda. - Church demolished.
Norton.
Stockton, Holy Trinity. - Minutes of Vestry Meetings

1847-1C156 contain no
educational references.
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Existing Local Primary Schools, formerly of National Society

origin.

Billingham.
Faglescliffe.

Gainford.

Hurworth.
Middleton-in-Teesdale.
Norton.

Stockton, Holy Trinity.

Libraries.

Barnard Castle, - No educational collection.

Stockton,
Reference Department. - No educational collection.

University of Durham,
Department of Palaeography,
Durham Cathedral.

Anglican Visitation Returns - No references to the schools.
18%5-1870. of the Teesdale-Teesside
Region for this period.
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Bibliography and Sources.

Primary Sources.

Manuscripts.

Accounts of Barnard Castle : Bt. Mary's Vicarage,
Girls!' Natiocnal School. Barnard Castle.
1814 - 1849,

Bede College Roll, containing Bede College Library,
the Transcript from the Durhsam.

Durham County Advertizer,

dated Aug.6th & Aug.20th.1841.

Coniscliffe Day School County Record Office,
Committee Minutes and Accounts, Durham.

1829 - 1890.

Copy of Will of Lord Crewe. County Record Office,
1748. Durham.

Durham Female Training School, St. Hild's College.
Registers. 1858 - 1902. Durham.

Exercise Book, William Snaith, Darlington Reference Library.
St. Cuthbert's National School, Cat.No. U418.K.L.C.
Darlington. 1844.

Jones, R.J. Assistant Curate '8t. Mary's Vicarage,
1849 - 1856. Barnard Castle Barnard Castle.

National School. Manuscript
describing some events in the
school's nineteenth century
development.

Log Pooks.

Boys' School, Torest in Teesdale Forest Primary School.
1861 e
Darlington: Albert Road Education Office,Darlington.

British School, 1866 - 1895.

Darlington, Bank Top Railway
SChOOl, 1865 - 1886. 1 it "

Darlington, British School .
Skinnergate. 186% - 1886. n n "
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Darlington, Rise Carr British
Infants' School, 1868 -~ 1902.

Darlington, St. John's HNational
School, 1860 - 1887.

Darlington, St. John's National
Infants' School. 1860 - 187%6.

Egglestone National School,
186% - 1884,

Harwood National School, Vol.Il.

Middlesbrough:
British School, 1863 -.

St. John's Mational Schools,
1865 -~ 1919.

St. Paul's National School,
Girls', - 1868 - 1889.

8t. Paul's National School,
Infants', 1869 - 1899,

Middleton-St-George, National
Schoel. 1871 - 1907.

Winston MNational School,
1865 - 1892.

Middlesbrough British Schoel,
Minute Book No.l. 4th FMonth 1840
to 4th Fonth 1847,

Minutes of The Tondon Lead
Company, 1819 - 1859.

Miscellaneous Papers undated
re - Winston National School.

Settlement of the School at
Greatham, undated document.

Vestry Minutes, Barnard Castle
St. Mary's Church, 1827 - 1854.

Education Office,Darlington.

FEgglestone Primary School.
County Record Cffice,Durham.

f
Education Office,Middlesbroug

it 1 1

Middleton-St-George, Primary
School.

County Record Office,
Durhamn.

Education Office, Middlesbrougl

North of England Institute
of Mining and Mechanical
Engineers, Neville Hall,
Newcastle upon Tyne.

County Record Office,
Durham.

St. Mary's Parish Church,
Barnard Castle.



Walshaw, W. Manuscript entitled -
A History of Coniscliffe.

Winston National BSchool,
Admission Registers,
1857 - 1862.

Winston Kational School,
Meeting of the Trustees,
June 3rd 1857; document.

(Collections of miscellaneous

Files.
cuttings.)

Darlington Quaker Families.

Backhouse I'ile.

Pease File,

National Sociely: Parish Files.

Containing:

Application Forms,

Forms of Certificate,
Balance Sheets,

Terms of Union,

Trust Deeds,
Correspondence from local
incumbents to The National
Society,

Miscellaneous documents.

Wational Society: Parish ¥Files

of Teesdale and Teesside as stated:

Harwood in Teesdale,
Forest in Teesdale,
Newbiggin in Teesdale,
Middleton in Teesdale,
Egglestone,

Barnard Castle,
whorlton,
Geinford and
Winston,
Coniscliffe,
Cockerton;

Piercebridge,

County Record Office,
Durham.

papers including newspaper

Northern Echo Newspaper
Q0ffice, Darlington.

National Society,
Records Department,
Westminster,
London.
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Darlington - St.Cuthbert,
Holy Trinity,

St. John,
St. Paul;
Hurworth,

Hiddleton-St-George,.
Eaglescliffe;

Stockton - Holy Trinity,
St. James;

Yorton,

Billingham,

Greatham;

Middlesbrough - St. Hilda,

St. John,
3t. Paul.

Newspapers.

Barnard Castle Advertizer,
undated cutting.

Darlington and Stockton Times,
1854 - 1870: & 23rd Sept. 1922.

Darlington Mercury,
24th Apr. 1867.

Darlington Telegraphy .
31st Mar.l1l8c0, 7th Apr.1860,
and 50th June 1360.

Darlington Telegraph and
Guisborough Mercury.
31st Dec. 1859,

Horthern Echo
11th Feb. 1872.

Teesdale Mercury,
1860 = 1870.

Bowes Museum, Library,
Barnard Castle.

Darlington & Btockton Times
Offices, Darlington.

Northern Echo 0ffice,
Darlington.

Teesdale Mercury, .
Rarnard Castle.



Pamphlets and lMiscellaneous

Printed Documents, etc.

An Historical Outline of the

Association of Idward Pease, Joseph
Pease, and Sir Joseph Whitwell Pease,

with the Industrizal Development of

South Durham and North Yorkshire and

with the creation of the Railway
System. - Anon.

Barnard Castle Mational School,
Handbill dated 1848.

Circular of the Committee

of Council on Education:

'"Rules to be observed in
Planning and I'itting Up Schools':
undated.

Durhem County Local History
Soclety. Bulletin No.l1l.
November 1969,

Henry Pease - A Short History of
His Life. - Anon.

Joseph Pease, monument.

Manual of the System of

Primary Instruction with

Plain Directions for the
Fstablishment of Schools

on the Principles of the British
and Foreign Society.

National Education, . Books 1-%
TI1lustreted 2d. Schocl Books.

Wational EFducstion. The Present
State of the Questions Elucidated
in some remarks on,

1. Plans submitted to
Parliament in the last
Session.

11. The British and Toreign
Society.

111. The Effect of the Poor Laws
on Fducation. .

Flans of; Bank Top Schools,
Darlington, Barnard Castle
Hational School, Egglescliffle
Durham Boys' School.

Darlington Referencelibrary,

Cat. No. U418 C PEA.

Miscellaneous papers in the
Library of Bowes Museum,
Barnard Castle.

County Record Cffice,
Durham.

Headlev Brothers, London,l1l89

High Row, Darlington.

London 1843,
British Museum.
Cat. No. 8309. c 23(2)

London 1852.

British Museum.

Cat. Mo. 12982 e 17.
Levy, Robson, and Frankly
London. 183%9.

Eritish Museum.
Cat. Fo. 8355 bbb 26.

County Record Office,
Durhan.

N
9
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Popular Education 1700 - 1870.

St. John's National School,
Middlesbrough.
Centenary Pamphlet.

The Diaries of Edward Pease.

Durham Thirteen.

+3
=
o

The Kings of British Commerce.

What is the Hational Society.

Public Record Office, London.

Preliminary Statements,
1823 - 1879, County Durham.

Middlesbrough, Yorkshire.

Reportes and Government Fublications.

Annual Reports.

British and Foreign School
Society, 18%% - 1870.

Durham Diocesan Training
School, 1856 - 1869,

Durham Female Training
School, 1862 - 1869.

National Society,
1832 - 1870.

Census Returas.

1831 - 1871. Microfilm version,
1851.

Childrens' Employment Commission
1lst Report. 1842.

Factory Act 1844,

Hansard, Parliamentary Debates,
183% - 1841.

Hogg, G.W. and Tyson, J.C.
University of Newcastle
Department of Education.lS69.
Middlesbrough Education
Committee, Middlesbrough.
1961.

Darlington Reference Library.
Cat. No. U418,PEA.

Anon. J.Hyslop Bell,
Darlington, 1874,

Anon: Darlington Reference
Library, Cat. No.U41l8.e.PEA.

National Society, 1970.

Cat.Ho. Ed.7. 28.

noow Rg.7. 138.

tish and Foreign School
iety, London.

Bri
Soc
Bede College Library,
Durham.

St. Hild's College,
Durham.

National Society,
London.
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Minutes of the Committee of
Council on Education,
18%9 - 1869/70.

Report of The Commission on- the
State of the Population in
Mining Districts, 1855.

Report of the Royal Commission
appointed to inguire into the

state of Popular Education in

England. (The Wewcastle Report
Vol.I) 1861.

Report of The Trustees of

Barnard Castle National
School, February 6th 1865.

Theses.,

Drury, J.H. History of Education

in Middlesbrough.

Heyes, J.F. Roman Catholic
Education in County Durham,
1580 - 1870.

Kitching, J. The Development of

Catholic Education in the North and
East Ridings of Yorkshire and the

City of York. 1571 - 1870.

St. Mary's Vicarage,
Barnard Castle.

Institute of Education
Library, University of
Durham.

University Library,

Durham.

University Library,
Durham.

Secondary Sources

Textbooks: General and Local.

Adamson, J.W. English
Education, 1789 - 1902/

Binns, H.B. A Century of Education.

Birchenough, C. History of
Elementary Education in England

and Wales from 1800 tq the Present

Day.

Chadwick, O. The Victorian Church,

Part I.

C.U.P. 1930.

Dent, 1908.
U.T.P. 1938.

Black, 1966.
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Corder, S. Memorials of Deceased
Members of the Society of Friends.

Cosgrove, W.F. The Story of Holy
Trinity, Darlington.

Cruickshank, M. Church and state
in English Education, 1870 to the
Present Day.

Cubberley, E.P. The History of
Education.

Curtis, S.d. History of Education
in Great Britain.

Curtis, S.J. and Boultwood . M.E.A.
An Introductory History of

English Elementary Education since

1800.

Dobbs, A.E. Education and Social
Movemenvs, 1700 - 1850.

Fordyce, W. The History and

Antiquities of the County Palatine

of Durham. Two vols.
Gregory, R. Elementary Education.

Holman, H. English National
Education.

Hunt, C.J. The Lead Mines of the
Horthern Pennines in the 18th &
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