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Abstract of a Thesis presented im candidature 
for degree of Master of Education, by 

-Clifton Stockdal.e-. 

National and British Schools in Teesdale and 
Teesside from 1833 to 1870. 

-The this thesis is tG show how National and British Schools 

were in the Teesdale region during the period-
1833 to 1870. Within the region at this time three different kinds 
of community were evident due to the incidence of lead mining in 
the dale, agriculture in the villages of the lower Tees valley 
and industry in the towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough. 

v 

National and British Schools which served the children of 
r. 

the labouring poor were erected partly from public ftinds which were 
available through the National and British and Foreign School 
Societies and partly from financial help collected from local 
sources. The survival of the educational Societies and the schools 

which they helped to establish were matters for concern throughout 
the period. Both depended upon the support of individuals who were 

willing to subscribe personally or organise the collection of funds. 
Examples of educational zeal within the region \vere most evident 
among Anglican incumbents and Qurucers; certain members of the Pease 
and Backhouse families ,.,ere prominent educationists of the latter 

persuasion. 
the Voluntary period,national and local 

circumstances played their part in shaping the pattern of elementary 
education which was provided for the children of the poorer classes. 
Religious rivalry between Anglicans and Nonconformists, for example, 
had its effect here as it had in other parts of the country. Locally, 

other factors included the dominance of Teesdale by the London Lead 
Company, the influence of the Church of England in the villages and 

the changing phases of industry which were peculiar to Teesside. 
The decision to set up Vbluntary Schools however, was 

essentially only one aspect of the role of schools' promoters, they 
also became involved in others. These included the administration of 
building grants· and building standards, schools' curricula, child 

employment and attendance and the selection of candidates for the 
teaching profession. 
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PART I 



2. 

Introduction 

During the early years of the nineteenth century some 

attempts \·Tere made to introduce into England a State 

educational system designed to provide elementary 

instruction for the children of the poorer classes. But 

until 1870 such efforts proved abortive. In spite of this, 

however, the promoters of Voluntary Schools did receive 

assistance from the State and \vi th the allocation of the 

·first Government Grant for educational purposes in 1833 

came the inevitable concern over its administration and the 

introduction of other measures for improving the efficiency 

of the increasing numbers of schools. It is possible that 

these more immediate features of the Voluntary Period, 

eli verted for almost forty years, any pressure '"hich 111ight 

have been applied tovrards the establishment of a State 

system fully controlled by the Government. 

Nevertheless, under the Voluntary System a great deal 

was achieved by the time of the 1870 Education Act. Many 

substantial schools were erected and teachers v.rere provided 

with the opportunity of gaining professional qualifications. 

i'Teanwhile, it became evident that the Voluntary Societies 

through which schools• promoters normally operated were unable 



to cope with the growing demand for schools, hence, there 

VJere certain areas \vherein · li ttl a or no educational fe.cili t;;r 

\·Jas available. Industrial centres v.Jere badly affected and 

rnany towns, especially where new heavy industiies were be1ng 
'( 

rapidly developed were among the worst. In addition the 

effects of the nation's increasing were most 

acutely :felt in such comlrrunj_ ties. If the schools v..rhich 

already existed could not, by reason of their limitations 

influence the minds and manners of all the poorer class of 

children then they frequently destined to grow up in 

ignorance among; their squalid living conditions. 

with some knowledge of such problems that Mr. W.E. Forster, 

Vice-President of the Education Department in 1868, sent 

experienced inspe6tors to report on the state of education 

in certain of the country's largest cities. 

Leeds, Liverpool and were visited by the 

Inspectorate and it Has found. that less than one tenth of 

the population was in school. Moreover, it was clear that 

despite the educational guidance provided by the Voluntary 

Societies there had resulted an uneven distribution of schools. 

This was very often due to either the poverty of local 

communi ties in which cases th·2re rr:ie-;ht be no schools, or to 
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sectarian rivalry which sometimes motivated promoters to 

concentrate their efforts within certain areas. 

The closing years of the 1860's not only sa\·T the 

inspection initiated by Forster, but also a re-presentation 

of schemes similar to those of earlier educational reformers 

such as Whitbread, Brougham and Hoebuck. To the cry of 

those early years were added the influence of the 

Utilitarian Philosophy and the effects of challenging 

scientific thought which 1,-vas stimulated by Darvrin. 

Eventually, of course, other sources of social pressure were 

created. For instance, the Representation of the People Act 

of 1867 en£ranchised a whole new section of the population 

i.e. the lower middle classes and the ·working men of the 

towns. By this time few people now considered it dangerous 

to educate the poor in the basic elements of reading and 

vJri ting. Also the Great Ex hi bi tion of 1851 and the Paris·· 

Exhibition of 1867 had made it very clear that foreign 

craftsmen were rivalling those of Britain. Their excellence 

\•TaS understood to be the result of the superior technical 

education which was obtainable in Europe's industrial 

countries such as Germany. Hov1ever, in England, technical 

education could be of little value to the labouring classes 
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until a reasonable degree of literate and numerate 

proficiency had been inculcated. 

Acknowledgement of the deficiencies in the facilities 

providing education for the poor, precipitated the 

emergence of three important educational movements in the 

years more or less immediately before 1870. The Manchester 

Education Bill Committee in 1864, for instance, aimed at 

improving the educational machinery of' the country. rro 

this end they urged the Government to provide a system of 

free, compulsory elementary education, \vhich \'las to be 

supported by local rates. Under this system school 

management \·ras to be at local level and existing schools 

were to have a 'Conscience Clause' in order to override 

once and for all the religious problem of the Voluntary 

Period. Next, the Birmingham Education League, formed from 

the Birmingham Educational Aid Society 'tJhich had been 

established in 1867, sho-..Jed that many parents could not 

afford to pay school fees. This group therefore advocated 

free elementary education. Lastly, the National Education 

Union founded in 1869, supported the continuation and. 

development of schools on existing lines. Two of these 

movements attracted the patronage of both Churchmen and 
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Nonconformists, whilst the very presence of the third, 

indicated that there was still some feeling for a 

conservative approach to1.orards educational matters. 

The divergent attitudes exhibited by the three movements 

were, of course, representative of the nation a.s a whole. 

Thus, the Education Act passed in 1870, ,.,as in many 

necessarily a compromise, especially on religious grounds. 

But its immediate aim was to fill the gaps yet unattended to 

by the promoters of Voluntary Schools. To those places 

where no school existed, a short period of grace 'Has extended, 

by the end_ of which, the Voluntary Bodies to have rriade 

good local deficiencies. The establishment of the dual-system 

vias hereby confirmed. Denominational schools \•Tere to continue 

along side the State's Board Schools in which the religious 

problem ,.,as solved by the 'Cmvper-Temple Clause' • This 

measure enabled parents to 1.d thdra;..J their children from 

religious instruction which in any case v.ras undenominational in 

character. The Board Schools provided the distinctive pattern 

for future public education. Furthermore, from the 

introduction of State controlled elementary schools, subsequent 

Education Acts seemed to favour a system which vias undeniably 

similar at least with respect to religious matters, to that 
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promoted during the early years of the nineteenth century 

by those involved in founding schools on the principles of 

the British and Foreign School Society. 

Probably because English elementary education developed 

rapidly after 1833, many of the historical accm.mts only 

give a very general picture of the national situation. 

Particular. aspects are repeatedly emphasised. For instance, 

much credit for establishing schools seems to be attributed 

to the activities of the National and British and Foreign 

School Societies, whilst the usual brief mention of 

instruction in the three R's might leave the impression 

that educational innovation tvas unknown. On closer 

examination however, the development of the Voluntary Schools' 

System \vas very much the result of the personal coffimi i7:crnent 

of religious and industrial leaders '.vhich in turn gave rise 

to considerable scholastic variety in some schools especially 

in the North-East. 

This thesis is the result of an expectation that from 

the study in depth of a relatively small region, the specific 

might in some \•lays contrast vli th the general. In anticipation 

it is presently enough to suggest that vitally important 

parts \..rere played by both local personalities and social 
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conditions. ever the achievements or failures of the 

System were, they contributed to the passing of the 1870 Act 

and subsequently to the State's control of education. But 

it must be remembered that from 1833 the Voluntaryists 

worked within the framework of national policy, striving to 

do that tvhich seemed expedient among the ignorant masses of 

the labouring poor. 

Educational promoters working in the Teesclale-Teesside 

region collected funds, became engaged in correspondence, 

completed obligatory forms and met and spoke in Committee. 

Occasionally records of their activities were kept and 

therefore currently form part of various collections. Such 

available documentary material has been used in compiling 

this account of the introduction and development of National 

and British Schools throughout the defined region. It 

remains true unfortunately, that the period betiveen 1833 and 

1863 \•ras neither entirely, nor carefully documented so far 

as elementary educational institutions were concerned. This 

was because it was not essential for schoolmasters or 

managers to keep any 'form of record book. The daily writing 

up of log-books was however, instituted in 1863. 1 But, 

public education dretv 11 its life from many different sources 112
. 

1. Sturt, M. The Education of the People, p.265. 
2. Adamson, J.W. English Education, 1789-1902, p.l. 
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in addition to those of local origin. Chiefly, the National 

Society, the British and Foreign School Society and the 

Educatj_on Department of the Government were involved. 

Documents in the possession of the two major Societies, 

together with the l"Jinutes of the Committee of Council on 

Education have provided much detailed information despite 

their incompleteness. Undoubtedly much material has been 

lost or destroyed1 over the years, yet in spite of_this it 

has been possible to build up a picture of the kind of 

educational provision \vas available for the children 

of the labouring poor bet1r1een the years 1833 and 1870. 

1. See Appendix N. 
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Chapter 1. 

Social and Economic Characteristics of the 

Teesdale - Teesside Region. 

The following discourse was conceived with the idea 

of focussing attention on the development of National and 

British Schools, and the kind of educational provision they 

diffused within the prescribed region from the time of the 

first Government Grant for educational purposes to the 

introduction of State schools. Educational provision in 

the Teesdale - 'reesside region bet\·Ieen 1833 and 1870 vias, as 

in other parts of the country partially dependent on what 

had been achieved in the earlier years of the century and 

also on progressive local and Governmental which 

brought into being many schools.. 'rhroughout the 

nineteenth century the benevolence of contemporary 

'philanthropists formed a necessary ingredient Qf the 

business. Indeed, the contribution of local benefactors 

was crucial to the growth of the Voluntary Schools' system. 

In addition, social conditions and attitudes displayed by the 

labouring classes and their employees were important factors 
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which influenced the progress of the system. 

The Teesdale - Teesside region is interesting in that 

it presents the research student not onl;y th contrasts 

of life and educational development betv1een village and 

tmvn, but also vii th the unique situation apparent in the dale. 

Apart from .Middlesbrough, 'I,•Ihich formed as it does today 

that sector of Teesside on the Yorkshire bank of the river, 

this investigation concerns villages and to1,·ms which have 

grm•m up along the north bank. It is important also to note 

that these communities \•Tere within the extensive diocese of 

Durham throughout ltlhich Bishop Barrington had fostered an 

interest in elementary education during the years previous 

t·o the period under examination. 

Clearly, the region comprised three quite different 

labouring categories during the greater part of the last 

century. •J.lhese \vere naturally determined by the occurrence 

of local resources; tbe hills of the upper dale \vere rich 

in mineral deposits, especially lead, the lm·rer lying 

villages were surrounded by useful agricultural lands, '1:-rhilst 

the toltms of Darlington, Stockton and l"liddlesbrough became 

the focal points of trade and engineering for the whole of 

South Durham. Thus, lead-miners, farm-voTOrkers and industrial 
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labourers formed the region 1 s working cla.sses, upon 1,vhose 

harnessed energies, economic progress to a large extent 

dependecl. 

The nineteenth century represented an era of change 

1.>rhich involved the re-deployment of many of the nation 1 s 

former agricultural employees cturing its early decades. 

But most of the cbanges.which became apparent in the 

North-East affected the towns much more than the villages. 

'l'he urban areas vfere becoming highly industrialised and 

undoubtedly contributed to the improving economy of the 

country. EovJever, very little of the profits of industry 

benefited the vmrJ:.ing classes becaur:;e in nineteenth century 

England, labour lacked organisation and consequently the 

wages paid to labourers \·Jere kept low iHhilst the hours of 

1 'tiork were long. JViany people found themselves inescapably 

caught up in the gathering momentum of the re-distribution 

of the s population ' .. vhich foll01tjed the Industrial 

Revolution. 

To the towns especially, came those who were attracted 

by the prospects of a new way of life. In the North-East, 

capitalists quickly expanded their business interests v.,rhicb. 

resulted in bringing large numbers of vwrking men and their 

1. Rich, E. E. The Education Act H370, p. 4. 



families to the area. 'rh.e process of industrialisation 

therefore, v-Tas contributo.ry to stimulating a movement of 

the population •:..rhich tended to cause 11 the centre of gravity 

to shift from the south tm.vards the North of England, and 

from the country to the town 11
• 
1 r•IiddJ.esbrough, for example, 

seems to have been largely populated by migrants corning 

from the scattered villages of Durham and North Yorkshire 

and to a lesser extent by towns such as 

Liverpool and Nottingham; but immigrants also arrived from 

2 countries abroad, especially from Germany and Ireland. 

I'1any of the new town-dwellers, perhaps for the first 

time in their lives were released from their former 

subordinate role in agricultural COJI!munities. \.Vithout the 

pressure of conformity which they had previously endured 

as part of village life, their newly acquired freedom was a 

fertile medium for encouraging various forms of debasement 

1Hhich constituted the source of certain educational problems 

of the corning age. 3 The North-East 1 . .vas perhaps exceptional 

in this respect since a contemporary newspaper report 

that Durham County l'lfas reputed to be the most 

drunken county in England until the mid 1850's. 4 Yet, 

Voluntary education was frequently pioneered under such 

1. Dobbs, A. E. Education and Social I·1ovements, 1700-1850, 
p.l27. 

2. Census Returns 1851. Middlesbrough, Micro-film version. 
3. Dobbs, A.E. op.cit., p.131. 
4. Pease File. A collection of miscellaneous papers and cuttings 

held at the Northern Echo Office, Darlington. Darlington & 
Stockton newspaper cutting, undated. 
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conditions. 

Before embarking on the detailed examination of the 

development and organisation of the region•s National and 

British Schools it will be helpful to understand something 

of local conditions and typical social characteristics of 

the people, since it is against these that the v.rork and 

achievements of educational pioneers·shall be considered. 

Already it has been established that the social and 

industrial changes which took place led to the formation of 

the important Teesdale-Teesside regional unit. But in spite 

of the many specialised industries Nhich gradually 

developed, the retention of much of the region•s former 

agricultural foundation v.1as important in forming village 

communi ties. Some of the new industries ho\o•Jever, did partially 

displace farming as the general vmy of life; thus coalmining, 

lead mining, shipbuilding, railv.ray engineering and_ iron making 

became the basis of the region•s economy. Necessarily, the 

products of most of these industries had to be transported 

to Teesside to the trading ports of Stockton and I'liddlesbrough 

which in turn established communication between Harwood in 

upper Teesdale and the coast. The period from 1825 to 1870, 

\'las one of remarkable industrial activity, bringing prosperity 
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to the vlhole Teesside area, but this prosperity invited the 

need for educating the rapidly increasing masses, whilst 

schools vJere frequently looked upon as the panacea for the 

ills of evolving communities. In order to appreciate some 

of the problems which faced those who chose to promote 

educational facilities, the three social areas \-.rhich made up 

the region shall now be reviewed. 

Teesdale. 

This remote district was described as a 1i"wild country111 

by a practising nineteenth century schoolmaster. He referred 

of course to its geographical nature. ·rhe upper limits of the 

dale being confined by hills of the order of 2000 feet were 

isolated from the rest of South Durham because of difficulties 

in communication. Therefore there was a tendency for the 

dale 1 s people to exist as a particularly well defined social 

unit. Their common bond 1t1as further strengthened by the fact 

that the lives of most people in Teesdale were dominated by 

the leadmining industry. 

The extraction of lead ore probably originated in Roman 

times, 2 it \·laS in the nineteenth century that the industry 

flourished at its greatest height, uniting those involved 

1. Log Book, Forest of Teesdale Boys' School, 1861-
incomplete book; remark from Preface. 

2. F. Whellan & History etc. of Durham, p.l25. 
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under the terms of a comprehensive social t,.,relfare scheme 

introduced by the London Lead Company. Strict regulations 

ordered the lives of all concerned vii th the Company, but the 

required pattern of behaviour, normally brought complementary 

benefits unknown in most other parts of the country. Medical 

staff for example, \•rere provided to care for the miners and 

their families, and schools, libraries and recreational 

facilities of diverse types were considered to be of value. 1 

These welfare provisions however, depended on the acceptance 

of certain obligatory regulations. For instance, the miners' 

children not only had to attend school regularly but also a 
2 "place of worship each \·leek". The effectiveness of such 

impositions was "strikingly apparent in the general decorum 

and good behaviour 11 3 of the employees ancl their dependants. 

Besides, the evangelistic appeal of and the 
LL 

11 puritan spirit 11 
• it encouraged here, probably determined 

within the dale's people, an amicable nature which was 

useful in helping to develop the Lead Company's economic 

efficiency. 

'l_lhe hamlets of '.reesdale by 1833 had been extended into 

villages, but from that time, population changes were 

1. Raistrick, A. Two Centuries of Industrial Welfare, p.22. 
2. Ibid. , p. 59. 
3. Ibid. , p .- 31. '+. Hunt, C. J. The Lead r·1ines of the Northern Pennines etc. , 

p.215. 
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relatively slight, since the peak for the entire district 

had been reached :ln 1815. 1 For example, the population of 

Egglestone decreased ·from 623 to· 617 persons between the years 

18312 and 1841,3 "1.-Thilst in 18514 a slight increase 

recorded showing it to be 636. The only ex6eption was at 

Middleton-in-Teasdale where the population increased very 

SlOltTly from 182LJ- persons in 18315 to 2,266 in 18716 because 

it was here that the Lead Company made its most outstanding 

contribution to both society and the lead mining industry. 

Ultimately the village became the Company•s office centre 

v1hen in 1833 assay offices and laboratories \•Tere built \'lhere 

ores could be analysed.7 

Besides being the hub of the Company•s administration, the 

provision of good living quarters at Middleton also formed part 

of the Company•s social policy. It is probable that these were 

compensatory for the bad \-.rorking conditions endured by miners 

whilst confined to the weekly lodgings at the mines• 'shops• 

v·Jhich '.•Tere ·again provided by the Company. IJ:'he system of • shops • 

enabled them to remain at the remote mines in the surrounding 

hills, thus eliminating daily travelling which was especially 

difficult durin,g the 1.rrinter months. 

f·!eanv.rhile, Barnard Castle l by virtue of its position 

1. Ibid. , p.21. 
2. Census Returns 1831. 
3- Ibid. , 1841. 
4. Ibid. , 1851. 
5- Ibid. , 1831. 
6. Ibid. , 1871. 
7- Raistrick, A. op.cit., p.68. 
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at the lmver end of the dale and having the convenience of 

raihvay transport became the important market tm•m of 

Teasdale despite the presence of the weekly market at 

Middleton. Furthermore, Barnard Castle was not to the 

dominance of the London Lead Company, and therefore, reflected 

a different social spirit. 

Industries of this nineteenth century community were 

diverse and included dyeing, flax spinning, carpet 

manufacturing and the manufacture of shoe thread. 1 The 

population in 18312 was 4,430 persons, the majority of whom 

vJere employed in agriculture and the above named small 

manufacturing trades of the tov.m. I"Tany of the houses \·Tere 

occupied by the "working classes",3 Nhilst much of the property 

belonged to the local farmers. period betl·reen 1831 and 

1871 was one of stability since population changes 1:·Tere slight, 

for example, in 1841, 4,452 people included in the Census 

Return and even by 1861 there were onJ.y 4·, 477. 4 Up to about 

1850 ho1rrever, and in spite of the relatively stabJ.e community, 

it seems that not only were the inhabitants "hostile and · 

indifferent to the teaching of the Church,"5 but they were 

also of "lovl moral standard" which \.J"as apparently due to 

• d - d II • ..:l t f' d t: • 116 n t b t} Wl esprea 1gnorance anu wan o e bu. y 1e 

1. Fordyce, w. The History etc. of Durham, Vol. 11. pp.34-35. 
2. Census Returns 1831. 
3. F6rdyce, w. op.cit., p.18. 
4. Census Returns 1841 and 1861. 
5. N.S. Barnard Castle File, letter from incumbent, dated 

21st June 1848. 
6.- Teesdale Mercury, dated 27th Mar. 1867. 
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1860's the desi.re to have their children educated had gained 

acceptance.among the parents of the town's working class 

society. 

The fact that this small market town seems to have 

remained largely uninfluenced by the ordered ethos of the 

neighbouring dale throughout the nineteenth century, was 

probably because the working members of the community were 

occupied in diversified labouring situations. Since only 

part of the local population was employed in farming, a wedge 

was introduced into otherwise might have been a 

traditional agricultural community. 'lihus, the local 

of the labourers was never totally assigned to the 

landowners, and hence, the Establishment could not enj0;)7 a 

position·of complete authority. Again, the overt antagonism 

towards the Establishment was possibly a bid for some 

of tolerance especially with regard to religion. Such 

tolerance was, of course, being accepted in the comparatively 

larger t01:ms of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough v..rhere 

the various Nonconformist denomin.9.tions .\'Jere e;aining ground. 1 

The fact that a British School was established here shows 

that a bid was made to provide alternative educational 

facilities for Nonconformist children. 

1. See Chapter 4. pp.8o- 81. 
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The Villages 

A contrasting situation prevailed in the 

agricultural communi ties which existed bet'<Jeen Barnard 

Castle and Middlesbrough. Generally, the villages were the 

residential centres of relatively small parishes, \vhich had 

grovm around an existing Established Church. 'J!he inhabitants 

of these villages did not ov1e allegiance to a common employer 

as was the case in the dale, but rather to a select few who 

were .generally the local landovmers. Yet, a high degree of 

individuality was preserved within the communities, due 

perhaps to the clemands made by an agricultural way oi' life, 

and also to the fact that village societies v.rere centre··"· . 

around the parish churches. 

In most of the villages standing on the north bank of tbe 

Tees betv1een the market to"'rn of Barnard Castle and the port 

of Middlesbrough, population changes between 1831 and 1871 

were again relatively small. Tt'or example, the Census Returns 

for each decade from 1831 to 1871 for Winston were, 327, 293, 

301, 342 and 336 persons. 1 Piercebridge, illustrating 

similar stability returned 278, 224, 235, 211 and 253, 2 

persons over the same period. There were however, 

fluctuations of population in certain villages, but these were 

1. Census Returns. 1831 - 1871. 
2. Ibid. 
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not without explanation. Hurv.rorth for instance, in 18311 had 

1,017 persons but in 18412 the number had increased to 1 ,235 •. 

expansion vJas temporary, since by 18513 the number had 

fallen to 1,154 l·.Jhen labourers who had been working on the 

North of England Railv-1ay 4 line moved av.ray. Thus, in common 

with Teesclale the lOI•rer lying villages had population 

stability for most of the century. Also it seems that these 

small communi ties had their ov.m joiners, bricklayers, tailors 

and so on which enabled them to be more or less self-

supporting. For example, the village of Norton included in 

its population in 1831,5 tannery workers, bricklayers and 

joiners etc. 

Probably by the middle of the century much of the 

agricultural produce of the villages was consumed by the 

people of the grovling towns of Darlington, Stockton and 

Middlesbrough, but some was sent further afield as 

communicata:o.nrs developed. This was sh01:Jn to be true in 

1843 v..rhen the "butter vdves" 6 of the Barnard Castle area 

\-Jere able to export their produce to London, due to the 

facilities offered by the railways. Perhaps this indicates 

that the production of agricultural was of 

importance as an 'industry' in South Durham, but 

1. Ibid., 1831. 
2. Ibid., 1841. 
3. Ibid. , 1851. 
4. Fordyce, w. Vol.l. op.cit., p.499. 
5. Ibid., Vol.ll. p.204. 
6. Durham County Local History Society, Bulletin No.ll; 

Nov. 1969, article by D. Wilcock, p.41. 
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undoubtedly its importance was progressively overshadoiHed 

by the development of the iron-age industries which ultimately 

dominated the Darlington-'I'eesside area. Nevertheless, in the 

villages where communities remained tightly knit, the Church 

of England dominated. the educational scene and the traditional 

way of life vms -hardly affected throughout the period. On the 

other hand the way of life typical of toNns v.fas more or less 

contained within the region•s centres of industry. And it 

has shown that population increases on a large scale, 

\·Jhich might have introduced new thought into the village 

situation did not generally occur. Only in those rural 

districts surrounding Teesside which were affected by 

industrial development \oJere there any signs of the changes 

"brought about by industrialisation. 'I'he village of Norton 

v>Tas one example which like I-Iur\•lOrth not only became a temporary 

home for the men constructing the North-Eastern Hail\vay1 but 

also the site for the development of iron founfuTies in 1855. 2 

During the same period there v..ras-. a steady, if not at times, 

rapid increase in population in the toitlns as labourers and 

their families arrived to seek employment. 

The 

The Durham coalfield was the chief factor in stimulating 

1. Fordyce; W. Vol.ll. op.cit., p.204. 
2. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.705. 
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the incidence of those industries v1hich \vere to become nev·T 

'v-mys of life' for the grm..ring numbers of inhabitants in 

Darlington, Stockton and I''licldlesbrough. Rapid industrial 

progress involved the development of raihvay systems \•.Jhich 

afforded a revolutionary, economic and saving means of 

transporting goods and minerals. Thus, by the early 1830's 

South Durham became 11 the great theatre of practical operations 

on raih1ays" 1 which demonstrated the importance of good 

communications for trade and prosperity. By 1831, and in 

consequence of the exportation of coals from the Durham 

coalfield the port of Stockton had become a growth area. 

At that time the town's population was 7,763. 2 By 18513 it 
4 \•las 10, 1'72 and by 18'71 it had more than doubled again to 

28,021 persons. Of course, the port had, in the early years 

of the century been ideally situated to carry on trade with 

the continental countries having become a bonding port in 

1815, and a 1>1e.rehousing centre in 1832. 5 Until 1831 this 

\'las the only port on the river, and it \-•laS here that the 

Darlington and Stockton Raihvay Company erected five coal 

staithes to deal with the export of that particular mineral. 6 

But exports outstripped facilities? at the port so that the 

promoters of the Stockton and Darlington :Railway Company \vere 

1. 

2. 
:;;: 
/• 

4-. 
1:, 
_.!• 

6. 
7-

'romlinson, \oJ .'tJ. The North Eastern Raih.ray - Its Rise and_ 
Development, p.ll6. 
Census Returns 1831. 
Ibid., 1851. 
Ibid. , 1871. 
li'ordyce, \1!. Vol.ll op.cit., p.l96. 
Ibid. , p. 19'-L 
Ibid. 
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faced \vi th the increasing problem of providing more adequate 

docks. Such limitations could easily have presented a 

serious setback to the economy of both the coal industry and 

the Raihray Company, therefore in 1829, the promoters, 

among \vhom Edward and Joseph Pease, purchased. and 

developed the Middlesbrough Estate. As a result of their 

action the raihvay line \vas extended to the deep water 

facilities at esbrough in 1831. 1 

The possibility of obtaining emplo;yment in 

during this period was good, and the labouring poor were 

attracted to the town from the outset. Workmen seeking 

prospects arrived, and J,<Tithout any hope of a billet, 
? 

they constructed 11 sod huts of the mud and wattle 

in which they lived before the first permanent house was built 

in West Street in 1830.3 At this time Middlesbrough was of 

insignificant proportions compared. to Stockton, indeed the 

latter held the position of being the 'nerve centre' of 

Teesside. Darlington \•Tas not yet involved in the heavy 

manufacturing industries related to raih·ray operations. Hm..rever, 

it \vas obviously a potential raihray terminus because branch 

lines from Middlesbrough, Weardale and Barnard Castle 

converged on the tov.m. 

1. 1.'he Diaries of Ed,:rard Pease, p. 377. . 
2. F. Lillie, w. The History of p.5. 
3· Ibid. 
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Up to 1850 neither Stockton nor f'iidcllesbrough v.Jere 

engineering centres and throughout the first half of the 

centur;y Stockton held its traditional position as the main 

port of the Tees. Indeed, the chief trade of the town was 

that of wooden shipbuilding, 1 whilst the weekly market dealt 

largely with the agricultural produce of the villages. 

Shipping Trade increased during this period, its rate being 

reflected by the fact that in 1836, the port owned one 

hundred and tNenty six vessels, and two hundred and seventy 

t1Ho by 184-0. 2 But despite the apparent health of business 

and commerce in Stockton, the developing port facilities of 

Middlesbrough introduced a considerable threat to its 

supremacy even during the pre-industrial years. 

From 1831 to 1861 Stockton experienced a steady increase 

in population, but it never exceeded the grm-rth rate 

was taking place at Darlington and ilfhich ultimately place 

at Middlesbrough. Certain similarities however, existed 

between nineteenth century Stockton, Darlington and I·1iddlesbrough. 

:B'or example, in the earl;y years of the century, 

comprised only one parish, v1hich was that of St. Thomas a 

3 Beckett. This was also the case in the other two towns, where 

formerly only one parish existed. In Stockton additional 

1. F. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.717. . 
2. Richmond, T. The Local Records of Stockton etc., pp.l86-7. 
3. F. Whellan & Co., op.cit. ,.p.719. 
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parishes were created as the town became more populous, 

resulting in a total of three ecclesiastical districts by 

1870. Similarly Darlington and l''liddlesbrough developed 

ecclesiastically over the years. But apparently there was 

not the extent of squalor existing in l3tockton as there was 

in Darlington at the same time. Perhaps this was due.to the 

majority of the labouring classes being employed in stable 

trades. It seems that many tvere occupied in the vJholesale 

grocery establishments, wines and spirits establishments, or 

as joiners, painters, 1r1eavers and sailors. 1 These trades 

moreover, probably made a good number of apprenticeships 

available, v.rhich in turn, perhaps determined to a large extent 

the course of the development of elementary education. 

T•hroughout most of the century educational promotion here vias 

never of the order of that taking place in Darlington. In 

fact, as has already been mentioned, Stockton was destined 

to become the .least important of the three tm·ms linked by 

rail and river. Meanwhile, the development of Middlesbrough 

presented the greatest challenge to the supremacy of 

Teesside's first port. 

small industries gradually developed, the first being 

the I''liddlesbrough Pottery in 18342 \·Then the population was only 

Richmond, T. p.l64. 
2 . 11" 1 ' • I- 65 . 1...!1 1 e , • o p . c 1 -c • , p • • 
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of the order of 154 persons. 1 The majority of these were of 

the labouring poor class, many of \•!hom had succumbed to the 

prevailing debasing influences of the day, therefore by 1837 

the nevJ town was 11 noted not for its religious l,•JOrship and 

temperance, but for its drunkenness. 112 F'robably the main 

cause of debasement was the poverty which existed among the 

''busy multi tude 11 3 of the labouring poor \vho continually 

arrived to find employment. In this new community of people 

vJho came from differing backgrounds there was little 

tracli tion. '..-Jhich might have been an influence tovJards social 

orderliness: Micldlesbrough had to wait for the gradual 

introduction of stabilising factors. 

Irrespective however, of social problems, the 

I·1iddlesbrough Ovmers had invested for the future in the bleak 

marsh land at the mouth of the 1I'ees estuary. Progressively, 

other trades \.'Tere introduced into the tm·m when brea.dmakers, 

shopkeepers, sailmakers, bricklayers, a solicitor's clerk, 

accountant, druggist, pilot and master mariner4 were 

represented among the people. It was noted earlier too, that 

the population was to increase rapidly and this happened 

especially after introduction of the iron industry. 

In some ways it was perhaps fortunate that the concept 

1. Census Returns 1831. 
2. Lillie, w. op.cit., p.65. 
3. Ibid., p.68. 

Ibid. : 
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of the Middlesbrough project was largely in the bands of the 

Quaker businessmen "'rho directed affairs from Darlington. 

These men were at least aware of the educational needs of the 

labouring poor as indeed shall be demonstrated by their 

generosity towards the establishment of schools. In this 

new town they introduced what was to become a most successful 

example of :E-ritish School education. 

Also during the early 1830's the manners of many members 

of the working classes \•Jere often reformed as a result of 

Nonconformists preaching the Christian Gospel. For instance, 

the i"iethodists brought their simple message at the first sign 

of industrial development and engaged in evangelical preaching 

under the coal-staithes as early as 1828. 1 with 

its preaching of temperance and puritan ideals made its impact 

just as it had done in Teasdale, and by 18382 this 

denomination had erected the tm·m' s first permanent church 

building. Following the Methodists, came the 

Congregationalists who established their place of worship in 

1839. And by the end of the lSLI-0' s the Baptists, the 

Established Church, the Roman Catholics and the Society of 
7-: 

Friends,' had their own which showed that 

common meeting places were being established for the people. 

1. Ibid., p.84. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., pp. 85-87. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































