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National and British Schools in Teesdale and
Teesside from 183%3 to 1870.

The aiméof this thesis is to show how National and British Schools
were eﬁ@bllshed in the Teesdale —Tessside region during the period.
1833 to 1870. Within the region at this time three different kinds
of community were evident due to the incidence of lead mining in
the dale, agriculture in the villages of the lower Tees valley
and industry in the towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough.
National and British Séhools which served the children of
the labouring poor were erected”partly from public funds which were
available through the Nétioﬁal and British and Foreign School
Societies and partly from financial help collected from local
sources. The survival of the educational Societies and the schools
which they helped to establish were matters for concern throughout
the period. Both depended upon the support of individuals who were
willing to subscribe personally or organise the collection of funds.
Examples of educational zeal within the region were most evident
anong Anglican incumbents and Quakers; certain members of the Pease
and Backhouse families were prominent educationists of the latter
persuasion.

Throughout the Voluntary period, natlonal and local
circumstances played their part in shaping the pattern of elementary
education which was provided for the children of the poorer classes.
Religious rivalry between Anglicans and Nonconformists, for example,
had its effect here as it had in other parts of the country. Locally,
other factors included the dominance of Teesdale by the London Lead
Company, the influence of the Church of England in the villages &and
the changing phases of industry which were peculiar to Teesside.

The decision to set up Voluntary Schools however, was
essentially only one aspect of the role of schools' promoters, they
also became involved in others. These included the administration of
building grants' and building standards, schools' curricula, child
employment and attendance and the selection of candidates for the
teaching profession.
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Introduction

During the early years of the nineteenth century some
attempts were made tco introduce into England a State
educational system designed to provide elementary
instruction for the children of the poorer classes. But
until 1870 such efforts proved abortive. In spite of this,
however, the promoters of Voluntary Schools did receive
assistance from the State and with the allocation of the
"first Government Grant for educational purposes in 1833
came the inevitable concern over its administration and the
introduction of other measures for improving the efficiency
of the increasing numbers of échools. It is possible that
these more immediaﬁe features of the Voluntary Period,
diverted for almost forty years, any pressure which might
have been applied towards the establishment of a State
system fully controlled by the Government.

Nevertheless, under the Voluntary System a great deal
was achieved by the time of the 1870 Iducation Act. Many
substantial schools were erected and teachers were provided
with the opportunity of gaining professional qualifications.
Meanwhile, it became evident that the Voluntary Societies

through which schools' promoters normally operated were unable
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to cope with the growing demsnd for schools, hence, there
were certain areas wherein little or no educational facility
was available. Indusbtrial centres were badly affected and
many towns, especially where new heavy industries were being

”

rapidly developed were'among the worst. In addition the

effects of thé nation's increasing vopulation were most

acutely felt in such communities. If the schools which

already existed could not, by reason of their limitations

influence the minds and manners of all the poorer class of

children then they were frequently destined to grow up in

ignorance among their squalid living conditions. It was

with some knowledge of such problems that Mr. W.E. Forster,

Vice-Fresident of the Education Department in 1368, sent

experienced inspectors to weport on the state of educetion

in certain of the country's largest cities. Birmingham,

Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester were visited by the

Inspectorate and it was found that less than one tenth of

the populaticn was in school. PMoreover, it was clear that

desvite the educational guidance provided by the Voluntary

Socileties there had resulted an uneven distribution of schools.
Py

This was very often due to either the poverty of local

(1)

communities in which cases there might be no schools, or to



sectarian rivalry which sometimes motivated promoters to
concentrate their efforts within certain areas.

The closing years of the 1860's not only saw the
inspection initiated by Forster, but also a re-presentation
of schemes similar to those of earlier educational reformers
such as Whitbread, Brougham and Roebuck. To the cry of
those early years were added the influence of the
Utilitarian Philosophy and the effects of challenging
scientific thought which was stimulated by Darwin.
Eventually, of course, other sources of social pressure were
created. PFor instance, the Representation of the People Act
of 1867 enfranchised a whole new section of the population
i.e. the lower middle classes and the working men of the
towns. By this time few people now considered it dangerous
to educate the poor in the basic elements of reading and
writing. Also.the Great Exhibition of 1851 and the Paris’
Exhibition of 1867 had made it very clear that foreign
craftsmen were rivalling those of Britain. Their excellence
was understood to be the result of the superior technical
education which was obtainable in Europe's industrial
countries such as Germany. However, in England, technical

education could be of little value to the labouring classes



until a reasonable degree of literate and numerate
proficiency had been inculcated.

Ackriowledgement of the deficiencies in the facilities
providing education for the poor, precipitated the
emergence of three important educational movements in the
years more or less immediately before 1870. The Manchester
Bducation Bill Committee in 1864, for instance, aimed at
improving the educational machinery of the country. To
this end they urged the Government to provide a system of
free, compulsory elementary education, which was to be
supported by local rates. Under this system school
management was to be at local level and existing schools
were to have a 'Conscience Clause' in order to override
once and for all the religious problem of the Voluntary
Period. DNext, the Birmingham Education League, formed from
the Birmingham Educational Aid Society which had been
established in 1867, showed that many parents could not
afford to pay school fees. This group therefore advocated
free elementary education. Lastly, the National Zducation
Union founded in 1869, supported the continustion and
development of schools on existing lines. Two of these

movements attracted the patronage of both Churchmen and



Nonconformists, whilst the very presence of the third,
indicated that there was still some feeling for a
conservative approach towards educational matters.

The divergent attitudes exhibited by the three movements
were, of course, representative of the nation as a whole.
Thus, the Education Act passed in 1870, was in many ways
necessarily a compromise, especially on religious grounds.
But its immediate aim was to fill the gaps yet unattended to
by the promoters of Voluntary Schools. To those places
where no school existed, a short period of grace was extended,
by the end of which, the Voluntary Bodies were to have made
good. local deficiencies. The establishment of the dual-system
was hereby confirmed. Denominational schools were to continue
along side the State's Board Schools in which the religious
problem was solved by the 'Cowper-Temple Clause'. This
measure enabled parents to withdraw their children from
religious instruction which in any case was undenominational in
character. The Board Schools provided the distinctive pattern
for future public education. Furthermore, from the
introduction of State controlled elementary schools, subseqguent
Education Acts seemed to favour a system which was undeniably

similar at least with respect to religious matters, to that



promoted during the early years of the nineteenth century
by those involved in founding schools on the principles of
the British and Foreign School Society.

Probably because English elementary education developed
rapidly after 1833, many of the historical accounts only
give a very general picture of the national situation.
Particular. aspects are repeatedly emphasised. For instance,
much credit for establishing schools seems to be attributed
to the activities of the National and British and Foreign
School Societies, whilst the usual brief mention of
instruction in the three R's might leave the impression
that educational innovation was unknown. On closer
examination however, the development of the Voluntary Schools'
System was very much the result of the personal commitment
of religious and industrial leaders which in turn gave rise
to considerable scholastic variety in some schools especially
in the North-East.

This thesis is the result of an expectation that from
the study in depth of a relatively small region, the specific
migﬁt in some ways contrast with the general. In anticipation
it is presently enough to suggest that vitally important

parts were played by both local personalities and social



conditions. Whatever the achievements or failures of the
System were, they contributed to the passing of the 1870 Act
and subsequently to the State's control of education. But
it must be remembered that from 183%3 the Voluntaryists
worked within the framework of national policy, striving to
do that which seemed expedient among the ignorant masses of
the labouring poor.

Educational promoters working in the Teesdale-Teesside
region collected funds, became engaged in correspondence,
completed obligatory forms and met and spoke in Committee.
Occasionally records of their activities were kept and
therefore currently form part of various collections. Such
available documentary material has been used in compiling
this account of the introduction and development of National
and British Schools throughout the defined region. It
remains true unfortunately, that the period between 1833 and
186% was neither entirely, nor carefully documented so far
as elementary educational institutions were concerned. This
was because it was not essential for schoolmasters or
managers to keep any form of record book. The daily writing
vp of log-books was however, institubed in 1865.l But,

. . . . . 2
public education drew "its life from many different sources"

1. B2Sturt, M. The Education of the People, p.2065,
2. Adamson, J.W. English Education, 1739-1902, p.1l.



in addition to those of local origin. Chiefly, the National
Society, the British and Foreign School Society and the
Education Department of the Government were involved.
Documents in the possession of the two major Societies,
together with the Minutes of the Committee of Council on
Education have provided much detailed informastion despite

" their incompleteness. Undoubtedly much material has been
lost or destroyedl over the years, yet in spite of this it
has been possible to build up a picture of the kind of
educational provision which was available for the children

of the labouring poor between the years 18%3 and 1870.

l. See Appendix N.
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Chapter 1.

Social and Economic Characteristics of the

Teesdale - Teesside Region.

The following discourse was conceived with the idea
of focussing attention on the development of National and
British Schools, and the kind of educational provisgion they
diffused within the prescribed region from the time of the
first Government Grant for educational purposes to the
introduction of State'schoois. Educational provision in
the Teesdale - Teesside region between 18%% and 1870 was, as
in other parts of the country partially dependent on what
had been achieved in the earlier years of the century and
also on progressive local and Governmental involwment which
brought into being many new schools. Throughout the
nineteenth century the benevolence of contemporary
"philanthropists formed a necessary ingredient of the entire
" business. Indeed, the contribution of local bgnefactors
was crucial to the growth of the Voluntary Schools' system.
In addition, social conditions and attitudes displayed by the

labouring classes and their employees were important factors
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which influenced the progress of the system.

The Teesdale - Teesside region is interesting in that
it presents the research student not only with contrasts
of l;fe and educational development between village and
town, but also with the unique situation apparent in the dale.
Apart from Middlesbrough, which formed as it does today
that sector of Teesside on the Yorkshire bank of the river,
this investigation concerns villages and towns which have
grown up along the north bank. It is important also to note
that these communities were within the extensive diocese of
Durham throughout which Bishop Barrington had fostered an
interest in elementary education during the years previous
to the period under examination.

Clearly, the region comprised three quite different
labouring categories during the greater part of the last
century. These were naturally determined by the occurrence
of local resources; +the hills of the upper dale were rich
in mineral deposits, especially lead, the lower lying
villages were surrounded by useful agricultural lands, whilst
the towns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough became
the focal points of trade and engineering for the whole of

South Durham. Thus, lead-miners, farm-workers and industrial
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labourers formed the region's working classes, upon whose
harnessed energies, economic progress to a large extent
depended.

The nineteenth century represented sn era of change

which involved the re-deployment of many of the nation's
former agricultural employees during its early decades.
But most of the changes . which became apparent in the
North-East affected the towns much more than the villages.
The urban areas were becoming highly industrialised and
undoubtedly contributed to the improving economy of the
country. However, very little of the profits of industry
benefited the working classes because in nineteenth century
England, labour lacked organisation and consequently the
wages paid to labourers were kept low whilst the hours of
work were long.l Many people found themselves inescapably
caught up in the gathering momentum of the re-distribution
of the country's population which followed the Industrial
Revolution.

To the towns especially, came those who were attracted
by the prospects of a rnew way of life. In the North-East,
capitalists quickly expanded their business interests which

resulted in bringing large numbers of working men and their

D4,

£

1. Rich, E.E. The Educaticn Act 1870,
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-families to the area. The process of industrialisatiocon
therefore, was contributory to stimulating a movement of
the population which tended to cause "the centre of gravity
to shift from the south towards the lNorth of England, and
from the country to the town“.l Middlesbrough, for example,
seems to have been largely populated by migrants coming
from the scattered villages of Durham and North Yorkshire
and to a lesser extent by others from towns such as
Liverpool and ¥Nottingham; but immigrants also arrived from
countries abroad, especially from Germany and Ireland.2
Nany'of the new town-dwellers, perhaps for the first
time in their lives were released from their former
subordinate role in agricultural communities. Without the
pressure of conformity which they had previously endured
as part of village life, their newly acquired freedom was a
fertile medium for encouraging various forms of debasement
which constituted the source of certain educational problems

5

of the coming age. The North-East was perhaps exceptional

in this respect since a contemporary newspaper report
suggested that Durham County was reputed to be the most
drunken county in England until the mid 1850's. " Yet,

Voluntary education was frequently pioneered under such

. Dobgs, A.E. Education and Social Movements, 1700-1850,

p.127.

Census Returns 1851. Middlesbrough, Micro-film version.
Dobbs, A.E. op.cit., p.151.

Pease File. A collection of miscellaneous papers and cuttings
held at the Northern Echo Office, Darlington. Darlington &
Stockton Times, newspaper cutting, undated.

FWn =
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conditions.

Before embarking on the detailed examination of the
development'and organisation of the region's National and
British Schools it will be helpful to understand something
of local conditions and typical social characteristics of
the people, since it is against these that the work and
achievements of educationsl pioneers shall be considered.

Already it has been established that the social and
industrial changes which took place led to the formation of
the important Teesdale-Teesside regional unit. DBut in spite
of the many specialised industries which were gradually
developed, the retention of much of the region's former
agricultural foundation was important in forming village
communities. Some of the new industries however, did partially
displace farming as the general way of life; thus coalmining,
lead mining, shipbuilding, railway engineering and iron making
became the baéis of the region's economy. Necessarily, the
products of most of these indusfries had to be transported
to Teesside to the trading ports of Stockton and Middlesbrough
which in turn established communication between Harwood in
upper Teesdale and the coast. The beriod from 1825 to 1870,

was one of remarkable industrial activity, bringing prosperity
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to the whole Teegside area, but this prosperity invited the
need for educating the rapidly increasing masses, whilst
schools were frequently looked upon as the panacea for the

ills of evolving communities. I

3

» order to appreciate some
of the problems which faced those who chose to promote
educational facilities, the three social areas which made up

the region shall now be reviewed.

Teesdale.

This remote district was described as a “wild country"l
by a practising nineteenth century schoolmaster. He referred
of course to 1its geographical nature. The upper limits of the
dale being confined by hills of the order of 2000 feet were
isolated from the rest of South Durham because of difficulties
in communiqation. Therefore there was a tendency for the
dalé's people to exist as a particularly well defined social
unit. Their common bond was further strengthened by the fact
that the lives of most people in Teesdale were dominated by
the leadmining industry. .

| The.extraction of lead ore probably originated in Roman
times,2 but it was in the nineteenth century that the industry

flourished at its greatest height, uniting those involved

1. Log Book, Forest of Teesdale Boys' School, 1861-
incomplete book; - — . remark from Preface.
2. F. Whellan & Co., History etc. of Durham, p.1l25.



under the terms of a comprehensive sociai welfare scheme
introduced by the London Lead Company. Strict regulations.
ordered the lives of all concerned with the Company, but the
required pattern of behaviour, normally brought cqmplementary
benefits unknown in most other parts of the country. Medical
staff for example, were provided to care for the miners and
their families, and schools, libraries and recreational
facilities of diverse types were considered to be of value.l
These welfare provisions however, depended on the acceptance
of certain obligatory regulations. For instance, the miners'
children not only had to attend school regularly but slso a
"place of worship each week".2 The effectiveness of such
impositions was "strikingly apparent in the general decorum

n?

and good behaviour of the employees and their dependants.
Besides, the evangelistic appeal of Fethodism and the
"puritan spirit"L'L it encouraged here, probably determined
within the dale's people, an amicable nature which was
useful in helping to develop the Lead Company's economic
efficiency.

The hamlets of Teesdale by 183%% had been extended into

villages, but from that time, population changes were

Reistrick, A. Two Centuries of Industrial Welfare, p.22.
Ibid., p.59.

Ibid., p+31.

Hunt, C.J. The Lead Mines of the WHorthern Pennines etc.,
p.215.

FOwnoH-
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relatively slight; since the peak for the entire district
had been reached in 1815.l For example, the population of
Egglestone decreased from 62% to ©17 persons between the years
18512 and 1841,3 whilst in 18514 a slight increase was
recorded showing it to be 636, The only exception was at
Middleton-in-Teesdale where the population increased very
slowly from 1824 persons in 18515 to 2,266 in 18716 because
it was here that the Lead Company made its most outstanding
contribution to both society and the lead mining industry.
Ultimately the village became the Company's office centre
when in 183%% assay offices and laboratories were built where
ores could be analysed.7

Besides being the hub of the Company's administration, the
provision of good living quarters at Middleton also formed part
of the Company's social policj. It is probable that these were
compeﬁsatory for the bad working conditions erndured by miners
whils®t confined to the weekly lodgings at the mines' 'shops’
which were -again provided by the Company. The system of 'shops'
enabled them to remain at the remote mines in the surrounding
hills, thus eliminating daily travelling which was éspecially
difficult during the winter months.

lMeanwhile, Barnard Casstle, by virtue of its position

. Ibid., p.2l.

Census Rebturns 1831.

Ibid., 1841.

Ibid., 1851.

Ibid., 18%1.

. Ibida., 1871.

Raistrick, A. op.cit., p.63.

N oUW
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at the lower end of the dale and having the convenience of
railway transport became_the important market town of

Teesdale despite the presence of the weekly market at
Middleton. Furthermore, Barnard Castle was not subject to the
dominance of the London Lead Company, and therefore, reflected
a different social spirit.

Industries of this nineteenth century community were
diverse and included dyeing, flax spinning, carpet
manufacturing and the manufacture of shoe thread.l The
population in 18512 was 4,430 persons, the msjority of whom
were employed in agriculture and the above named small
manufacturing trades of the town. Many of the houses were

3

occupied by the "working classes", whilst much of the property
belonged to the local farmers. The period between 1831 and
1871 was one of stability since population changes were slight,
for example, in 1841, 4,452 people were included in the Census
Return and even by 1861 there were only 4,4’77.4 Up to about
1850 however, and in spite of the.relatively stable community,
it seems that not only were the inhabitants "hostile and -
indifferent to the teaching of the Church,"5 but they wére

also of "low moral standard" which was apparently due to

. _ . . . 6
widespread "ignorance and want of education."” But by the

Fordyce, W. The History etc. of Durham, Vol. 11. pp.34-55,
Census Returns 1831.

Fordyce, W. op.cit., p.18.

Census Returns 1841 and 1861.

N.S. Barnard Castle File, letter from incumbent, dated
21lst June 1348.

Teesdale Mercury, dated 27th lMar. 1867.

[V IS
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1860's the desire to have their children educated had gained
acceptance.among the parents of the town's working class
socliety.

The fact that this small market town seems to have
remained largely uninfluenced by the ordered ethos of the
neigﬁbouring dalé throughout the.nineteenth century, was
probably because the working members of the community were
occupied in diversified labouring situations. Since only
part of the local population was employed in farming, a wedge
was introduced into what otherwise might have been a
traditional agricultural community. Thus, the local
allegiance of the labourers was never totally assigned to the
landownersj and hence, the Establishment could not enjoy a
position of complete authority. Again, the overt antagonism
towards the Establishment was possibly a bid for some degree
of tolerance especially with regard to religion. Suéh
tolerance was, of course, being accepted in the comparatively
larger bowns of Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough where
the various Nonconformist denominations. were gaining ground.l
The fact that a British School was established here shows
that a bid was made to provide alternative educational

facilities for Nonconformist children._

1. See Chapter 4. pp.80 - &1,
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The Villages

A further contrasting situation prevailed in the
agricultural communities which existed between Barnard
Castle and Middlesbrough. Generally, the villages were the
residential centres of relatively small parishes, which had
grown around an existing Established Church. The inhabitants
of these villages 4did not owe allegiance to a common employer
as was the case in the dale, but rather to a select few who
were generally the local landowners. Yet, a high degree.of
individuality was.preserved within the communities, due
perhaps to the demands made by an agricultural way of life,
and.also to the fact that village societies were centred
around the parish churches.

In most of the villages standing on the north bank of the
Tees between the market town of Barnard Castle and the port
of Middlesbrough, population changes between 1831 and 1871
. were again relatively small. Tor example, the Census Returns
-for each decade from 18%1 to 1871 for Winston were, 327, 293,
301, 342 and 336 persons.t Piercebridge, illustrating
similar stability returned 278, 224, 235, 211 and 253,°
persons over the same period. There were however,

fluctuations of population in certain villages, but these were

1. Census Returns. 1831 - 1871,
2. Ibid.



not without explanation. lurworth for instance, in 1831l had

1,017 persons but in 18412 the number had increased to 1,23%5.
This expansion was temporary, since by 18515 the number had
fallen to 1,154 when labourers who had been working on the
North of Engiand Railway4 line moved away. Thus, in common
with Teesdale the lower lying villages had population
stability for most of the ceﬁtury. Also it seems that these
small communities had their own Jjoiners, bricklayers, tailors
and so on which enabled them to be more or less self-
supporting. For example, the village of Norton included in
its population in 1851,5 tannery workers, bricklayers and
Jjoiners etc.

Probably by the middle of the century much of the
agricultural produce of the villages was consumed by the
people of the growing towns of Darlington, Stockton and
Middlesbrough, but some was sent further afield as local
communications developed. This was shown to be true in
184% when the "butter wives"6 of the Barnard Castle area
were able to export their produce to London, due to the
facilities offered by the railways. Perhaps this'indicates
that the production of agricultural commodities was of

importance as an 'industry' in South Durham, but

Ibid., 1831.

Tbid., 1841.

Ibid., 1851.

Tordyce, W. Vol.l. op.cit., p.499.

Ibvid., Vol.ll. p.204.

Durham County Local History Society, Bulletin Ho.ll;
Nov. 1969, article by D. Wilcock, p.41l.
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undoubtedly its importance was progressively overshadowed

by the development of the iron-age industries which ultimately
dominated the Darlington-Teesside area. Nevertheless, in the
villages where communitieé remained tightly knit, the Church

of ¥ngland dominated the educational scene and the traditional
way of life was ‘hardly affected throughout the period. On the
other hand the-way of life typical of towns was more or less
contained within the region's centrés of industry. And it

has been shown that population increases on a large scale,
which might have introduced new thought into the village
situation did not generally occur. Only in those rural
districts surrounding Teesside which were affected by
industrial development were there any signs of the changes
brought about by industrialisation. The village of Norton

was one example which like Hurworth not only became a temporary
home for the men constructing the North-Eastern Railwayl but
also the site for the development of iron found:xries in 1855.2
During the same period there was a steady, if not at times,
rapid increase in population.in the towns as labourers and

their families arrived to seek employment.
The Towns

The Durham coalfield was the chief factor in stimulating

1. Fordyce, W. Vol.ll. op.cit., p.204,
2. Whellan & Co., ov.cit., p.705.
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the incidence of those industries which were to become new
'ways of life' for the growing numbers of inhabitants in
Darlington, Stockton and Middlesbrough. Rapid industrial
progress involved the development of railway systems which
afforded a revolutionary, economic and time saving means of
transporting goods and minerals. Thus, by the early 1830's
South Durham became "the great theatre of practical operations
on railways"l which demonstrated the importance of good
communications for trade énd prosperity. By 1831, and in
consequence of the exportation of coals from the Durham
coalfield the port of Stockton had become a growth area.
At-that time the town's population was 7,765.2 By 18515 it
was 10,172 and by 18’714 it had more than doubled again to
28,021 persons. Of course, the port had,'in the early years
of the century been ideally situated to carry on trade with
the continental countries having become a honding port in
1815, and a warehousing centre in 18}32.5 Until 1851 this

was the only port on the river, and it was here that the
Darlingtdn and Stockton Railway Company erected five coal
staithes to deal with the export of that particular mineral.6
But exports outstripped facilities7 at the port so that the

promoters of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Company were

Tomlinson, W.W. The North Eastern Railway - Its Rise and
Development, p.llG.

Census Returns 1831.

Ibid., 1851.

Ibid., 13871.

Fordyce, W. Vol.1l op.cit., p.196.

Ibid., p.194,

Ibid.
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faced with the increasing problem of providing more adeguate
docks. Such limitations could easily have presented a
serious setback to the economy of both the coal industry and
the Railway Company, therefore in 1829, the railway promoters,
among whom were Ldward and Joseph Pease, purchased and
developed the Middlesbrough Estate. As a result of their
action the railway line was extended to the deep water
facilities at Middlesbrough in 1831.%
The possibility of obtaining employment in Middlesbrough
during this period was good, and the labouring poor were
attracted to the town from the outset. Workmen seeking
prospects arrived, and without any hope of finding a billet,
they constructed "sod huts of the mud and wattle variety"“
in which they lived before the first permanent house was built
in West Street in 1830.5 At this time Middlesbrough was of
insignificant provortions compared to Stockton, indeed the
latter held the position of being the 'nerve centre' of
Teesside. Darlingbton was not yet involved in the heavy
manufacturing industries related to railway operations. However,
it was obviously a potential railway terminus because branch
lines from lMiddlesbrough, Weardale and Barnard Castle

converged on the town.

1. The Diaries of Edward Pease, ».%77.
2. F. Lillie, W. The History of hlddlesbrou?h, DPe5.
3, Ibid.
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Up to 1850 neither Stockton nor Middlesbrough were
engineering centres and throughout the first half of the
century Stockton held its traditional position as the main
port of the Tees. Indeed, the chief trade of the town was
that of wooden shipbuilding,l whilst the weekly market dealt
largely with the agricultural produce of the villages.
Shipping Trade increased during this period, its rate being
reflected by the fact that in 183%6, the port owned one
hundred and twenty six vessels, and two hundred and sevenly
two by 1840.2 But despite the apparent health of business
and commerce in Stockton, the developing port facilities of
Middlesbrough introduced a considerable threat to its
supremacy even during the pre-industrial years.

From 1831 to 1861 Stockton experienced a steady increase
in population, but it never exceeded the growth rate which
was taking place at Darlington and which ultimétely took place
at Middlesbrough. Certain similarities however, existed
between nineteenth century Stockton, Darlington and FMiddlesbrough.
For example, in the early years of the century, Stockton
comprised only one parish, which was that of St. Thomas a

Beckett.5 This was also the case in the other two towns, where

formerly only one parish existed. In Stockton additional

., Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.717. .
Richmond, T. The Local Records of Stockton etc., pp.l86-7.
. Whellan & Co., op.cit., p.719.
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parishes were created as the town became more populous,
resulting in a total of three ecclesiastical districts by
1870, Similarly Darlington and Middlesbrough developed
ecclesiastically over the years. But apparently there was
not the extent of squalor existing in SBtockton as there was
in Darlington at the same time. Perhaps this was due to the
majority of the labouring classes being employed in stable
trades. It seems that many were occupied in the wholesale
grocery establishments, wines and spirits establishments, or
as Jjoiners, painters, weavers and sailors.l These trades
moreover, probably made a good number of apprenticeships
available, which in turn, perhaps determined to 2 large extent
the course of the development of elementary education.
Throughout most of the century educational promotion here was
never of the order of that taking place in Darlington. In
fact, as has already been mentioned, Stockton was destined
to become the .least important of the three towns linked by
rail and river. Meanwhile, the development of Middlesbrough
presented the greatest challenge to the supremacy of
Teesside's first port.

Here small industries gradually developed, the first being

the Middlesbrough Pottery in 18342 when the population was only

l. Richmond, T. op.cit., p.l64,
2. ILillie, W. op.cit., p.65.
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of the order of 154 persons.l The majority of these were of
the labouring poor class, many of whom had succumbed to the
prevailing debasing influences of the day, therefore by 183%7
the new town was "noted not for its religious worship and
temperance, but for its drunkenness.”2 Probably the main
cause of debasement was the poverty which existed among the
"ousy mul‘bitude"5 of the labouring poor who continually
arrived to find employment. In this new community of people
who éame from differing backgrounds there was little
tradition. which might have been an influence towards social
orderliness: Middlesbrough had to wait for the gradual
introduction of stabilising factors.

Irrespective however, of social problems, the
Middlesbrough Owners had invested for the future in the blesk
marsh land at the mouth of the Tees estuary. Progressively,
other trades were introduced into the town when breadmakers,
shopkeepers, salilmakers, bricklayers, a solicitor's clerk,
accountant, druggist, pilot and master mariner4 were
represented among the people. It was noted earlier too, that
the population was to increase rapidly and this happened
especially after the introduction of the iron industry.

In some ways it was perhaps fortunate that the concept

Census Returns 1831.
Lillie, W. op.cit., p.65.
Ibid., p.68.

Ibid. .
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