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Name of Candidate :-

Title of thesis . -• 

Rev. J. Atkinson M.A. 

To examine the episodes in the Fourth Gospel as symbolic of 

various types of spiritual characters and attitude,studying 

(a) to what extent ancient commentators thus understood 
and used the Fourth Cio spel, 

and 

lb) whether, in the light of modern knowledge of the Book 
and i t·a purpo ae, the l!'Ourth uo spel can be so interpreted. 

(Definition of terms:-
"symbolic of various types of spiritual character and attitude" 

By this phrase is meant the representation of Truth by a 
natural incident, personality or figure, where the truth depends 
not only on the accuracy of the symbolising appearances as facts, 
but on the truth of the ideas and experiences thus symbolised : it 
i a a combination of n-tural! sm with abstraction. r t is the approach 
of the_personality seeing the world of experience as temporal 
types of the invisible, imperishable archetypal world of eternity. 
It connotes something more than allegorical but rather rational; 
more than mystical but rather intellectual.) 

Name of the degree for which the thesis is submitted :- Jl. Litt. 

Date of submission :- September 19 49. 













lacking, not appearing for centuries later; consequently the 

exegesis .and allusions are often wrong, fanciful and grotesque • 

.J:Sut the technique is an historical fact and we are to 

examine 1 ts results and interpretations. Whether we are 

studying the extremes of Alexandria, or the caution of Antioch, 

we see that the difference between 'orthodox and heterodox 

comment is one not of technique but of preconceptions. 
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PART A. 

To set tht3 Fourth Gospel in its historical context. 

The Fourth Gospel and other writings ascribed to 
John. 

The Fourth Gospel and the Apostolic Fathers. 

The Fourth Gospel and the Apologists. 

The Author, and the date and place of composition 
of the Fourth Gospel. 
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:Sefo re w·e can examine the. interpretations of the great 

commentato.rs i n:s9c1ion -B _let us. therefore examine tl:le "Si tz 
I 

in Leben" of the· l"OUri:.h Lrospel, and from that vantage point 

we may form a sounder judgment of their exegesis. 
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