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I

PREFACE

An earlier thesi%; submitted in 1966.for the degree of M.A.
confined itself, in the main, to the origin and planning of the
Military Road between Newcastle and Carlisle whereas the present
study is basically concerned with the year by year progress of
construction from 1751 to 1758, As was indicated on the previous
occasion, knowledge about this road appeared, at first appraisal,
to be slight. Wade was commonly accepted as the originator and,
according to an article gntitled "Marshal Wade's Road" in Newcastle
Monthly Chronicle in June 1889 by William Brockie, had ﬂimself
made a survey of the line in 1749 and, with his soldiers, had
undertaken the construction, beginning in July 1751, For thirty
miles out of Newcastle he had overthrown what then remained of
the 0ld Roman Wall to construct an "agger" and culverts, only
deviating as he approached St. Oswald's to take advantage of the
bridge at Chollerford. Since there is now abundant proof that
construction did begin in 1751 whereas the Marshal died in 1748,
Brockie®s account is seen to be largely fictitous, and while he
may not have been responsible for the origin of the Vade myth,

he no doubt helped to perpetuate it.

Apart from isolated references in the correspondence of
Stukeley and his friends, authoritative information seemed to
depend upon four main sources of which the first was an article

entitled "The Military Road in Cumberland™ by T. H.Hodgson in

le Of which a summary in the form of an overprint from
A.A., 1966, may be found in the front cover.
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the Cumberland and Westmorland Transactions, 1902, This summarised

sections of an Act of 24 George II (1751) designated "An Act for
laying out, making and keeping in repair, a Road proper for the
Passage of Troops and Carriages from the Gity of Carlisle to the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyhe."‘ It proved to be an ideal starting
point for it was a simple matter to procure a copy of the Act and
to follow its progress as a bill in Vol.26 of the Journals of the
House of Commons. From thé latter source, the form of the petitio%i’
relative to the road was obtained and, though the documen%'- itself
has not come to light, the search produced, from the Library of the
House of Lords :-
(1) The Northumberland Commissioners® accounts for:-
(a) 1751, 9th August - 2nd November
(v) 1753, 20th January - 10th November
(c) 1756, 3rd February = 30th October
(da) 1757, 27th November '_‘56 = 3rd Dec. %57
(2) The agreement between the Commissioners and Christopher
Lightfoot and Partners on the making of the road in
Northumberland and the adjustment of the gradient of
Benwell Hill; also a sectional drawing.
(3) An agreement between the Commissioners and Thomas Layburn
and Partner for the building of bridges over Newburn and
Denton Denes, and the plans for the saﬁe.
(4). éopies 6f most of the Orders of ;l;he Cumberland Commissioners

l. See page 192=3 of overprint.
2. Having probably perished in H. of Comms. fire, 1834,
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from 1751 (24th June) to 1759 The originals, howsver,

as far as 1791 and from.1855 = 77 are deposited at the
Cumberland County Record Office, Carlisle. We therefore
have the complete record for the period under réview, i.e.
1751 = 58.
(5) Copies of the Cumberland Accounts as supplied to Parliament
for the relevant period with the exception of 1753 and
almost half of 1754.
(6) Articles of Agreement between the Cumberland Commissioners
ands=-
(a) John Byers and Partners on the making of the
initial ‘sector of the road begimning at Stanwix,
(b) Wm. Lowden and Partners on the building of the
Irthing Bridge, and
(¢) Other contractors mainly with regard to bridges.
The relevance of this material to the present thesis will be readily
apparent and copies of most agreements and balance sheets appear as
appendices, though not commissioners' orders, firstly by reason of
their bulk, and, secondly, because they will eventually become
available for general inspection. Other documents, of which use has
been made as original sources, have been a solicitor's bill (almost
certainly Edward Bigge's) for his services to Ponteland Turnpike
Trust and regarded as typical, a petition from certain inhabitants
of Cockermouth to a Cumberland M.P., Sir James Lowther, and his

replye.
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A second article pertaining to the road had appeared in
Archaeologia Aeliana in 1937 and was entitled "The Original . Survey
for the Newcastle = Carlisle Military Road = c.1746"™ by Lieut.Col,
G.R.B. Spain describing how Mr. Guy Allgood of Nunwick had found
there an oak box which had been addressed to his ancestor, Lancelot
Allgood, and which contained a handedrawn map entitled "A'Survey
of the Country between Newcastle and Carlisle Representing the
several present Roads and the Tract which it is proposed for the
new intended Road of Communication between these.Towns cecaes™
This map was presumed by Sir Geo. Macdonaldl°to have been the
original from which an engraving had been made by Nathaniel Hill
and found in the British Museum. The purpdse of Hill's work had
probably been to provide copies of the original for the use of
members of Parliament during their deliberations on the new road
across the north of the kingdom. Who the surveyor had been was
quickly revealed when, at the suggestion of a P.R.0. official, the
present writer examined two unindexed volumes of the Minutes of the
Surveyor-General for 1749=51 and discovered the original commission
%o a military emgineer, Dugald Campbelf: to meke "an exact
survey of the present road betwixt Newcastle and Carlisle eeee™
» and to Hugh Debbeig to assist him. Other entries made it clear
that the two.engineers undertook the work in iuly, August and

September of 1749 and that Campbell had also presented a report5°

le AdAc4.X.1933. A second copy of the map was found to be
in possession of the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries.

2. See pp.l94~5 of overprint, inner cover.

3+ which has not been traced.
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on the roads in the area already in existence and indicated what the

line of the rew road should bes The estimated cost of road and bridges
was £22,450.

A third article amounted to little more than ; brief record in
Proceedings of the Soc. of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne 1925;241'
of remarks made by Mr. Parker Brewis in refuting Brockie's assertions
referred to above,and the fourth article, also in these Proceedings,2°
.was entitled "The Last Days of the 0ld Roman Wall at Rudchester™ by
H., L. Honeyman and was based on four extracts from Denton Estate
letter books. They cover such matters as the road's progress,
decisions to continue it on top of the Wall, compensation, and the
like. By reason of their importance they are reproduced either in
full or in part in the section entitled "Northumberland 1752"., Use
hasg also been made of the mid-eighteenth century local press in both
theses.

All in all, the earlier study might claim to have followed the
history of the Military Road through whaf is now termed "the planning
stage™, i.e. from the petition %6 the survey then on to the Act and
finaliy to the commencement of work. It had been able to reveal the
form of the petition and the fear of future rebellion that seemed to
underlie it, the name of the surveyor who had also probably recommended
the virtual obliteration of many miles of the Roman Wall?‘ who the
commigsioners and officials were, who the "undertakers" were who

commenced the project and what the terms of their agreements had been.

l. Vol.l, 4th Series, p.316
2¢ V0104, 4th Series, 1933‘35
3¢ A course in which local landowners had heartily acquiesced,
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The present thegis builds upon this foundation and attempts to
examine the progress in construction made each year, first in
Northumberland and then in Cumberland. 1In the case of Northumber-
land, full use has been made, where available, of the Commissioners?
accounts as prepared by their clerk and treasurer, George Tweddell, .
and presented to Pariiament by their solicitor, Edward Bigge. Of
considerable assistance have been the advertisements placed in the
local press in revealing the dates and frequently the purposes of
meetings. In general, identical notices were inserted in both
the Newcastle Journal and the Courant, but only the Journal is
quoted.. Denton Istate letters as noted above have proved exbtremely
useful, and so have the writings of Dr. Stukeley and some of his
correspondents. Much has been gleaned from the Northumberland
County History but, even so, source material might have been
exceedingly sparse in the period 1753 = '55 had it'not been for
the. almost miraculous appearance of what has been termed, for the
present at any rate, the Douglas Papers. These were brought to
the attention of Miss Barbara Harbottle, M.A., FeS.A., of Newcastle
University in 1968 by Mr. S.Tindale of 36 Whinfell Road, Ponteland,
on behalf of Mr, N. W. Kelly, who now resides at 1l Copley Way,
Tadworth, Surrey, and were contained in one of four books which the
latter gentleman had bought at an auction sale at Messrs. Anderson
and Garland®s of Newcastle at the beginning of the last war. The

books had belonged to Mr. Joseph Henry Straker of Howden Dene,
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Corbridge, and one in particular contains a cellection of largely'
18th century documents relating to places in Northumberland, north
and south of the Roman Wall and ffom Corbridge in the east to
Haltwhist;e in the west. It seems more than likely that they
came originally from the office of Joshua Douglas, an attorney
practising in. Westgate Street, Newcastle, and tp whom many of them
were addressed. They had been pasted to, or merely inserted
between, the blank leaves of a large leatger-bound letter hook
entitled "PAPERS RELATING TO HEXHAM, CORBRIDGE, HALTWHISTLE etc."
and dated "1600-1755". As several of these papers are concerned,
directly or indirectly, with the Military Road, Miss Harbottle
informed the present writer of their existence and as a result he
was able to secure the loan of the book in question from Mr. Kelly.
While it is ébvious thaf the entire collection requires editing
and would be of great use to researchers on other local topics, the
present.writer has mereiy consideréd those documents, some twenty two
in number, which bear upon his particular area of study and, at Miss
Harbottle's suggestion, has givgn them the reference of "The Douglas
Papers"., As many of them are undated,he has arranged them into vhat
seems to be-alogical order. In general, they are concerned with the
making of the new road through the Portgate area and the wrangle between
the commissioners and Wm. Errington of Sandhoe, the owner of Portgate,
over. the refusgl of the former to fence off a portion of Erringten's

ground from the new road. The papers are a most valuable source of
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information on such topics as the current value of land, the cost
of stone-walling as against quickset hedging, the state of the
remains of the Roman Wall in that area, and the proceedings of
four commissioners! meetings.l°

In the account of the Cumbrian portion of the road, major
sources of information have been the commissioners' orders, accounts,
and periodic reports to Parliament. Al'bh()uéh onl_y half the length
of its Northumbrian counterpart, which was the work of the Lightfoots
and their partners throughouf, many different undertakers were
involved in Cumberland, The first three miles, for exaﬁple; were
laid by Byers and his partners for twelve shillings a rood, thouéh
they were able to obtain supplementary remunération laters "By.
contrast, the last few miles cost nineteen shillings pér rood,

Buch information as has come to light concefning the situation-
and history of toll houses which kept theresdiunder surveillance,
foilows the section on Cumberland, Three remain, two of which are
still inhabited though much modifieds A fourth, the conspicuoué
white cottage af Rudchester which stood perilously close to the
edge of the modern road, disappeared a few yecars ago. Of those
which still exist, providing they do not contravene the interesté
of road safety, one cénnot but feel that many less worthy things-
‘have been made the subjects of Preservation Orders. When
approached for information, clerks to local councils were readily
co-operative.

lo. The only known records of any of the meetings
of the Northumberland Commissionersy
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There follows an estimate of the cost of the road, a simple
mathematical calculation since it has been possible to ascertain
how much money was voted annually by Pariiameﬁt for.the execution
of the Act and, with fair accuracy, what the principal deductions
were.

.In the final section, an attempt is made to relate the Military
Road to the general context of work in progress within the two
northern counties. Simultaneous operations were in progress on
at least ten oether roads, but, with one eiception, no effort has
been made (since it hardly lies within our province) to trace their
history beyond the circumstances which lead to their reconstruction.
With work fairly commenced the account has been terminated in each
casey only the Military Road have we followed to completion.

Puture research might well commence where present investigations
have ceased for where material is available, and there is probabl&
ne lack, the history of each of these roads could well be elucidated
as far as the removal of tolls = as has indeed heen done in the case
of the West Cowgate - Wansbeck turnpike;l° It is also clear that
much work remains to be done on the winding—up-of the various trusts
involved and the disposal of their property.

An outlin; of the present study now follews with mginlsources
shovm in brackets after each paragraph;2° original or contempprary

sourceé malterial is underlined,

1, See p.l141, footnote 1, below,
2. Except in the case of Cumberland where sources
are indicated first and apply throughout.
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1, NORTHUMBERLAND

1751. First meeting of Commissioners in June = appointment of
clerk - and pfobably of surveyor = commencement of work - terms
must have been previously aiscussed with "Undertakers" - agreements
not signed until Nbvembef - gpecifications of road - alteration to
gradient of Benwell Hill -~ the firgt financial account = bridges
over Denton and Newburn Denes - assessment of what remained of
Roman ﬁall and Ditch immediately west of Newcastle = route to the
west before the Military - "0ld Reman Wall or Street" - "Ald Hee
Jay" - relation of Road to Wali = Shafto's observations on Benwell
Area - Operations probably reached neighbourheod of Lemingten Cross
Rqads by close of year.

(Contemporary Press, Newcastle Journal, Articles of Agreement

between commissioners and contractors re road and bridges.

Solicitor's bill re Wansbeck Roadj 1751 Financial Accountsg

"Sir John Clerk's visit to the north of England 1724", edit.

B. Birley; "Brit. Rom"™, Horsley; "Mural Tourification", Lingard;
"Hist. of Newcastle", Brand, (also citing Shafito); A.A.1941, F. G.
Simpson and I. A, Richmond on Berwell.)

1752, Petitions to the House re further Supply = negotiations for
passage of road through Rudchester = Road finished to West Dentéﬁ

but operations extend as far as Heddon - Road to follow line ef Wall

over Montague property (Rudchester) = terms to be neéotiated = coin
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hoard found at.Heddon -~ Proposals for ‘turnpike roads connecfing
Military with areas on north and south sides = Sheldon Cbmmén
target for 1752.

(J.H.C. Vols. 26 & 273 Denton Estate Letters (C.R.0.); Contemporary

Press, Newcastle Journals ‘Northumberland County History).

1753« Shortage of source material - operations continue. - variety -
of tasks in relation to same as revealed by balance sheets - limit
of operations prdbably North Tyme.

(Financial Accounts = contemporary press).

1754=55.. Years combined since sources not easily divisible = no
financial accounts for period - little help from press - agsessment
of what remained of Wall as far west as final divergence between Wall
and Road, = Errors in insets on official survey = methods used by
the roadmakers = operations in the Portgate area = negotiations with
the Erringtoﬁ family = meetings of trustees on point at issue - Wm.
Errington copcédes defeat = correspondence between Walton of Corbridge
and Dr. Stukeley'- The Doctor takes up the cudgels = but is too late =
road operations west of Carrawburghe

(Contemporary press; Sir John Clerk's visit to the north, edit,

E. Birley; The Douglas Paperssy Correspondence and Diary of
Dr. Stukeley).

1756 = '57 = '58, Source material for the three years probably best

considered as a whole « account for 1756 reveals extensive payments
to Surveyor = road and Wall have probably diverged - thus greater

quantity of materials to purchase - final payment to Lightfoot for
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finishing road - Press announcement re completion - erection of
~ toll=houses -~ unsettled items in the acocounts - resignation of

John Brom.

(Financial accounts; contemporary press)e

26 . CUMBERLAND

(Sources throughout this section = Orders and accounts of the

trustees as submitted annually to Parliamente N.B. No account for

1753, Contemporary Press. )

.llﬁl; Initial meetings - appointment of officials - contract to

make first sector as far as Park Broom. Lane allocated to Byers and
Partners - twelve shillings per rood = to be further censidered if
unfavourable to undertakers = Bank of Gislingham Cooper to receive
Treasury allocations.on commissioners' behalf -~ Jury appointed to
evaluate. ground lost to road - a compulsory award - temporary read

nade to allow work te proceed on permanent course -~ target for 1751
apparently not reached.

1752, Irthing bridge contract alloéated to Lowden and partners = with
safeguards for hoth sides -~ Railton and Partners contract for sector
from Park Broom Lane to Burrymoor - Railton breaks agreement - but
continues to work - Commissioners® report on progress for year.

llﬁi; Proposals for bridge at Low Crosby to be sought - also bills
for damages between Stanwix and Linstock - Crosby bridge completed by
John Johnstone « supplementary payment al lowed to original contractors =-

jury summoned to evaluate ground between Linstock and Ruleholme =

Commissioners® report for the year not available.
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1754. Work continues on Irthing bridge - surveyor to get road
trenched from Closegill to "Powtross"l' = also from Burrymoor to
Brampton - final payment in July ‘o Lowden re Irthing bridge =
John Nowell and Partners working on road near Brampton - Nowell
alsolengaged on section Cumcatch to Scarrew Hill ~ nineteen
shillings a rood - By end of year road finished from Carlisle to
Brampton Townfoot - operations proceeding all other parts -
Newcastle Journal reports public dissatisfaction with proegress.
1755, Death of treasurer, Pattinson - successor Blamire = no
advartisements for proposals for some time - arrangements probaebly
left to Surveyor, Waller = surveyor and treasurer to check work of
certain contractors = further jury empanelled to evaluate ground -
work continues between Scarrow Hill and Temon - no report for year
available,
1756, Further work between Cumcatch and Temon = Lowden and partners
complete three bridges in Low Row area - Railton's relations with
© mmissioners reviewed - still unsatisfactory - monies due to him
and partner withheld until his workmen have been paid = central
sector between Brampton Fair Hill and Cumcatch only trenched by end
of year = remaindér of work east of Brampton complete except for gravel.
1757. Blamire to attend meeting of Northumberland commissioners re
bridge over "Powtross™ = to be a joint effort - at July meeting

three different contractors have their accounts settled in full = .

l. i.e. Poltross Burn, at borders of Northumberland and
Cumberland, -
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ocak posts to be erected at every mile - sickness and death of
surveydr, Waller - duties cmﬁtinued by commissioners .- adveriisement
in press in October that road is nearly finished -~ Johnstone paid
for Cumberland half of Peltross bridge = toll houses to be erected
at Low Roﬁ and Low Crosby - Work reported finished except for some
paving at Brampton.
1728‘4 *59. Blamire appointed surveyor - reduced saldry reflects
reduction in volume of work = toll houses erected -~ appointment of
collectors = accounts and report for 1758 delivered at Bar of House
by Dalrymple instead of Bigge - collectors® accounts net available -
extension to Low Cresby toll house allowed'1759 - attackers of -
collector and wife prosecuted = ﬂb grants for 1758 or '59 =

year 1759 ended with small deficit.

30 TOLLHQUSES AND TOLLS ON THE MILITARY ROAD

| Locations of the fourteen tollhouses ‘together with any knowmn
facts = exanmples of tolls tojbe charged - exemptions = application
of money raised.

(1865 0, Survey = Local Authority records = Personal Inquiry -

Acf of 17510 )

4o THE COST OF THE MILITARY ROAD

. Gislingham Ceoper of the Strand authorised to make withdrawals
from Treasury on behalf of trusts = procedure at Treasury - Necessary
to petitien each year for renewal of supply - total income of the

trusts £3,000 per annum for 1751, '52, '53 - £6,000 per annum for


http://to.be
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1754, *55 = nil for 1756 = £3,000 in 1757 = Treasury deductions
amount to approx. 5+ per cent - Dugal Campbell's estimate,

(Balance sheets of the trusts, Journals of House of Conmons.

"Guide to contents of Public Record Office", Volel, DPPe95=6).

5. THE CONTEMPORARY SCENE IN NORTHUMBERLAND AND CUMBERLAND -

Petitions and supporting evidence examined; passing of initial
Acts reported; Qarly activities of resulting trusts indicated in
respect of following roads :;

Cow Causey - Buckton Burn; West Cowgate - Wansbeck;

Alnmouth - Hexham; Merpeth - Elsdonj Long Horsley =

Breamish; Berwick, Norham & Islandshires; Hexham -~ Shildon

Common; Carlisle = Penrith; Carlisle - Workington.

Importance of the new system to the area it served.

(J.H.C. Volse 25 and 26; local press.)e

ABBREVIATIONS:

JeHeCo Journsls of House of Commons.
AoAe _ Archaeologia Aeliana.

DoPe Douglas Paper.

NeC.Hoe Northumberland County History.
CeRe00 County Record Offices

P.R.0, Public Record Office.
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1.

NORTHUMBERLAND, 1751

The Act in respect of the rew highway between Carlisle and
Newcastle had specified that the first meeting of tk;e Northumberland
commissioners should take place on 24th June at Newcastle Moot Eﬁall.l'
Accordingly, the issues of Newcastle Journal for lst June and for three
weeks thereafter carried notice of a meeting to be held at 10 a.m, on
the 24th "to put the Act for making the road from Newcastle to Carlisle
in Execution™, Persons willing to make any part of the road within
the County of Northumberland, to begin at the West gate and to be twenty
seven feet in breadth, were to deliver their proposals at the Clerk of
Peace's office in Westgate before 20th June and to attend the meeting.
It was signed by Cuthbertson, Deputy Clerk of the Peace.

It is unfortunate that no m:t_nutesz’of the meetings of the
Northumberland commissioners exist, though occasionally results of'
such meetings can be inferred from contracts or other agreements that
have survived or from the subject matter of later press notice, especlally
where they are obviously based upon recently-taken decisions. We know,
therefore, that ﬁm project got off to a good start at the Newcastle end
since a note dated 13th July in the Journal (and supported by that
month®s issue of the Generai Magagzine) stated simply "“On Monday last
the Carlisle Tumpiice Road was begun near the Westgate o_f this town'",

Work had commenced exactly a fortnight after the first meeting of

l. And for Cumberland commissioners on the same date at
Carlisle Town Hall.

2., With the exception of four sketchy accounts in the
Douglas Papers..



2.
commissioners. As we have already observed, the press notice
announcing this meeting was signed by Cuthbertson, Deputy Clerk
of the'Peace. Notices of éubsequent meetings, beginning with
that in the Courant of July 6th and which convened a meeting of
trustees for July 15th on special affairs, appear over the name of

le 1t is therefore a reasonable assumption that -

John Tweddell,
Tweddell had been appointed to the combined office of Clerk and
Treasurer at the first meeting, and that the Surveyor, whom we

know from later press motices to0 have been John Brown of Kirkharle,
was also appointed the same day. - This would be in keeping with
proceedings at the corresponding meeting in Carlisle and; so far

ag the 01erk‘s office is concerned, is supported by a notice
inserted in the Newcastle Journal of June 8th and headed "Hexham,
June 12th 1751.™ It was éigned by Edward Roberts who "apprehending"
fhat an appointﬁent to the office of Clerk and Treasurer would be
made at the meeting of trustees fixed for June 24th offered himself
as a candidate and begged the favour of trustees likely to be present
on that occasion. Needless to say, the appeal was unsuccessful,

As work had begun on 8th July and as the enly previous meeting
of Northumberland commissioners of which we are aware ﬁad been that of
24th June it also follows that terms must have been discussed with the
2.

undertakers at the same meeting, though the contract™ was not signed

l. Actually the name is spelled "Tweddle™ in the issue
of July 6th but this was no doubt an error since the
spelling is "Tweddell" in the accounts and elsewhere.

2. See Appendix I,



30
until 2nd November. This was between William Biggs, George Delaval,
Robert Shaftoe, Gawen Aynsley, John Blackett, Joshua Douglas, and
Edward Ward for the Commissioners and Christopher Lightfoot of Morton
1.

Hall™®in Yorkshire, Thomas Lightfoot of Groatham Bridge in the same

County, James Paul of “Rookby"'-z' ar_xd Robert Rowntree of "Gainsforth"3°
in the County of Durham, whereby Christopher Lightfoot and his partners
would cors truct the road from Newcastle to Cumberland. As the Act
réquired, the road wa.s-to be twenty seven feet broad from ditch to
ditch®but stone work was to be only sixteen feet wide as against
‘twenty at the Carlisle end, though the thickness was again to be
fifteen inches at the crown declining to five at the extremities.
From Newcastle to East Denton the road was to be covered with three
inch_es of "proper gravell™ and similarly thereafter when it could be
obtained within a distance of one and a ha.lfs'mileg. Where it was
not available within the specified distance "best éuarry rubbish* or
other suitable material might be substituted at the Surveyor's
discretion. Stones were to be laid at three different times in

three proportionate courses, each course to be broken small and as

the Surveyor should direct. Terms however were somewhat less gererous

1. Near Northallerton.

2 Rokeby, 3 miles S.E. of Barnard Castle.

3¢ Gainford between Barnard Castle and Darlington.

4. Both authorities interpret the statutory width as being
from ditch to ditch.

5 Inadvertently stated as one and a quarter miles in
preceding thesis.
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than in Cumberland., Indeed, for laying the road and keeping it
in repair for three years the contractors were to receive eight
| shillings a rood.payable when completed work had been measured and
certified by the Surveyor; and of this amount sixpence was to be
retained for three years and only paid after all articles of agreement
had been satisfactorily discharged.

To facilitate the "passage of artillery, Heavy Carriages and
other Carriages" a further sum of fifty two pounls ten shillings was
to be paid for adjustment to the gradient at the top of Benwell Hill
in accordance with a plan (oﬁpoaite) accompanying the contract.
The plan is of considerable interest and must have been one of the
first tasks of the new Surveyor, Brown. Indeed the Table of
References on the plan states "The highest pick of the Hill, which
is now Six Inches and one quarter declivity in a yard and which when
taken down, according to the Prickt line (agreeable to the undertakers
bargain) will be about two inches and a half declivity in a yard", so
that the parenthesis would seem to indicate that the final form of the
plan had been drawn up after discussion with the contractors. Obviously
sufficient time would be required for surveying and for the preparation
of drawings not only in respect of Benwell Hill, but also of bridges at
Newburn and Denton Denes; and this no doubt explains why contracts were
not signed till 2nd November, some four months after work on the road

" had begun.



Se
The Benwell Hill plan is concerned with a sector extending from

within thirty yards of the Benwell Windmill (which the official survey
of 1749 shows to have been slightly east1°of Condercum fort) to a point
about four hundred yards west marked by a thorn tree. This must have
stood some little distance east of Two Ball Lonnen, probably in the
neighbourhood of turret 6b which was diséovered during the construction
of the road and reported by Robert Shaftoe}® indeed a structure
designated "Mr. Shaftoe!s farmhouse" is marked on thé plan at the
eagt end of the seotion.. Probably little damage accrued to the fort
as a result of these operations since the plan shows that the intention
thereabouts was to in-fill rather than to excavate., That the plan -
put into operation., whatever Dugal Campbell's recommendation may have
been for that area, seems a reasonable assumption; since doubtless he
was concerred with broad outlines and left local details to the County
Commissioners and their Surveyors. Campbell, the military engineer,
and his talented assistant, Debbeig, can hardly have produced the
Benwell Hill section which is not always strictly to scale and whereon
are four simple linear calculations = all of them wrong! In any event
the scheme did not affect the long steep descent from just beyond the
thorn tree to Denton Burn and which is now regarded as Benwell Hill
proper. Probébly this was a task beyond both their resources and their
1, Approx. 100 yardse This windmill is marked on the Newcastle
Society of Antiguaries' Survey but not on that of Mr.Allgood,
perhaps indicating that the former copy was used by the
officials and contractors and that the position of this
windmill was a late addition with special reference to the

work on Benwell Hill,
2. See Plan facing p.606, Brand's Hist. of Newcastle, vol.I,
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How work progressed in those early days we can judge from entries

inthe Northumberland Commissioners' balance sheet for 1751]," which

records payments and receipts between 9th August and 2nd November.

The Act had stipulated that £3,000 should be paid out of Supplies for

the year 1751 towards the cost of the road in the proportion of £2,000

to Northumberland and ﬂ,OOO to Cumberland. In fact the Commissioners

submitted two accounts to Parliament, one (the' Main account) setting

payments against their total resources of £2,000

2+ held by the London

banker, Gislingham Cooper, Esq., and the other a Disbursement account,

showing the same payments set against a total of £790,18. 0. drawn from

Gislingham Cooper, during the period under review. The first of these

payments, dated 21st Aug., was a sum of £190.18. O, representing two

thirds5' of the bill of Mr. Edward Biggé: solicitor, for "fees and

1.

2e

3.

See Appendix III,

Less Exchequex.--é.nd Treasurers' fees of £109, 3. 6.
See Section on Cost of Military Road. See Appendix IXIa.

The remaining one third, £95. 9. O. appears in favour of
Bigge under an entry of 25th Nove. in the Cumberland accounts
of 1751« The total due to him was thus £286. 7. 0., and
though his account is not itemised, there is among the
Allgood Estate Papers (County Record Office ZAL 98/4) a
copy of "A Bill of Charges for Passing the Road Bill from
the West Cow Gate to Wansbeck"™. It has reference to an
Act of 1749 in respect of what is now Highway A696,
Newcastle = Otterburn, but which originally followed the
route Cowgate = Ponteland - Belsay = Bolam West Houses =
River Wansbeck (See pp.141-145) and was the subject of a

- paper read to the Ponteland Local History Society on 24th

4e

April, 1969. The bill is reproduced as Appendix XXI ,

Page 230-31, anl indicates the nature of the duties undertaken
by the solicitor on behalf of the petitioners in obtaining
the necessary Acte.

See Appendix XX for biographical details of Bigge.



To

disbursments" in getting the Rct passed; the same gentlemen delivered
the accounts at the Bare Of especial interest is the second item paid
on 29th Auge to Ralph Callender, since it reveals that excavation in
o2 nnection with the roadhad evidently endangered the fabric of Quarry
House, which stood at the junctien of the present Westgate Road and
Corporation Street, and Callender had heen called to build an abutment
wall as a support; his bill was 13s. 4de Items three and four both
of 6s., 6d, and dated 25th Sept. represented payments to Thomas Slack
(agent for Thompson and Company) and to John White, the respective
publishers of the Journal and Courant, for two advertisements regarding
the Commissioners' meeting of 15th July and ene announcing a meeting
on 5th Octobar.

The next item, dated 8th Oct., was one of £2, 0. 0. paid to
Thomas Layburn for his work in excavating for foundétions for a
bridge over Newburn Dene. La&burn was a magon from Wolsingham who
with his partner, William Wheatley of Lanchester, had contractedl'
with the oommissioners®*to build a stone bridge over the stream at
Newburn Dene and amother across Denton Dene in accordance with plans
shoﬁn opposite page 8o Merely to reiterate dimensionsand instructions
would serve little purpese but it should be noted that the firste

mentioned of these undertakings was by far the greater, the distance

1. See Appendix II.
The agreement together with the plan were found in the
Record Office of the House of Lords and photographed at
the expense of the Dept. of Archaeology of Durham
University.

2+ The same seven as in the agreement with Lightfoot and his
partners. The date was again 2nd Nov.
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8.
between the tﬁo breast walls being fifty one feet and that between the
top of the arch and the water thirty one feet; considerable excavation
and adjustment of gradient would also be necessary at each side of the
dene. By contrast, the distance between the two breast walls of the
Denton bridge was to be a mere eight feet. All work was to be finished
on or before Midsummer Day of the following year (1752) and maintained:
for seven years, the price to be £160., Terms had evidently been agreed
verbally on some previous occasion since the date of the Contract is
2nd Nov. and on the same day Layburn received £30 on accounf for work
onthe bridges. Two further items, also of that date, remain. The
first of these was a payment (on account) of £506 to Christopher
Lightfoot for making the road and the second one of £7. 3. 6. for
making conduits on each side of the road from the Westgate to Benwell
Quarry Gate,l°a distance just short of two and a half miles. If we
assume that Lightfoot's payment included £52,10. 0. for work on the
gradient of Benwell Hill then the remaining amount of £247.10. O. at
Ts. 6d. per rood of seven yards would cover a distance of a little
under two and three quarter miles, so that between them the last two
items on the account would seem to provide a rough check upon the
progress of the roadmakers - were other information not available.
After four months, if our calculations be correct, work must have

reached the neighbourhocod of Denton Burn though alterations to the

l. Approximately where the Lodge of St. Cuthbert's School
now stands.



9e

gradient of Benwell Hill had probably retarded operations. At this
rate, with two months t6 g0, and always provided that weather conditions
were favourable, one would think that work was probably not far short
of Lemington Cross Roads by the end of the year, 1In fact, however, we
shall see that operations in this area were not regarded as complete
111 the following summer.l®

At this point, temporarily disencumbered of such considerations
ags finance, contractora"agreements, rate of progress.and the like, we
might paugse to consider-the relationship between the new rdad and the
Roman works in this sector. TWhile contemporary and near-contemporary
writers present certain difficulties, at least we can say with certainty
that the sum-total of their observations makes it clear that iﬁ this
area prior to the building of the road, littlQ remained of the Wall
and its ditch or indeed of the vallum either. Of the initial part
of his journey west along the Wall Sir John Clerk of Penicuickz'notes
that from the West Gate to Benwell "the foundation of the stone wall
and the vallum dges appear, but not so as to be very conspicuous'.
By "vallum" he clearly meant the wall ditch and not until he reached
the vicinity of Chapel House did he observe the vallum proper - "another

great ditch on the south side of the stone wall about 150 elkes distance

l. Though obviously preliminary work could have been in progress
by the end of 1751,

2+ See "Sir John Clerk's visit to the North of England in 1724"
E. Birley in "Transactions of the Architectural and-
Archaeological Society of Durham and Northumberland,

Vol.XI, Pts.III & IV, Page 232,



10. .
which is commonly thought to be the mud wall and ditch of Hadrian's"™.
By contrast he found the Camp at Benwell very much in evidence, "a
large oblong square fort with one ditch™ and which appeared to him
more like the remains of an old castle than of a town as some supposed,
Indeed, foundations, which he thought to be those of houses, were
everywhere to be seene A mile beyond the fort "the Roman praetentura",
to use Sir John's term, began to be more distinct especially at Denton
Ludden (Lonnen) and Chapel Hall (House) thus presumably inferring that
hitherto it had at best been merely discernible. Horsley,l'on the
other hand, reports no trace of the wall in the Newcastle - Benwell
sector though at the end of the houses outside the West Gate and on
the south side of the highway, what he took to be Hadrian's ditch was
for a short distance partly visible; indeed he believed the faised
footway there to have been upon the north agger. Everything relating

2, 3

to Hadrian's vallum °then disappeared until near Quarry House”® where

a faint trace of the ditch but more particularly of the north mound
became visible, a condition which extended all the way to Benwell fort.
Though the two accounts may at first appear to be irreconcilable, by

reéson of the different terms used by the two observers, it nevertheless

l. Brit.Rom., publiShed 1732; pol}?o

2, VWhat path the vallum really followed as it approached Pons
Aelius from the west is uncertain as excavations undertaken
in 1929 by the North of England Excavations Committee proved.
The official survey of 1749 simply projects the line east
almost as far as the Town Wall then shows it turning sharply
down to the river. _

3« Quarry House (site of Milecastle 5) stood at what is now the
junction of Westgate Road and Corporation Street.
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seems not unlikely that Clerk and Horsley were really looking at the
same configuration just outside the Town and that what Horsley took
to be the Vallum ditch was really all that remained of the southern

slope of the Wall ditch with the "raised footway" superimposed upon

1.

the northern lip. Perhaps Horsley here confused Wall and Vallum

as we understand the-terms since he certainly favoured the view that
west of Collingwood Street and within the confines of the town the
Wall ran on the north side of Westgate Road.

Stukeley says of Bis journey in 1725 %

"I pursued the Wall westward out of Westgate. As soon
as I passed the houses I espied the ditch on my left
hand and the bank whereon stood the Wall, the common
road goes all the way on its north side.™

and this supports both Clerk and Horsley if the view taken above of
Horsley's observations be corrects Dr. Lingard, the Roman Catholic
historian, in his Mural Tourification of 180$3' says s=

"A little out of Westgate on the left in the enclosure
appears Adrian's Vallum. It is cut through by a quarry.
The surface of the ancient soil may be traced by a line.
The remnant of the vallum about 5 or 6 feet above that
line. Severus's wall a little to the north; not easily
traceds The vallum is about 40 yards south of Elsick
(thus) Mill, The ditch to the north of the Wall soon
appears and the road is mostly formed upon it. The
vallum runs parallel generally about 40 yards distant,
gometimes only 20 at others almost a mile.™

l, This interpretation would agree with Sir Ian Richmond's view
. of the relationship between the modern road and the wall ditch
in this sector. See below page 15.
2. See p.66 of his Iter Bor. 1776.
5 See transcription in A.A.VI, 4, 1929, by R.C. Bosanquet.
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12,

whose History of Newcastle is dated 1789, says on page 141

that the track of Severus' work (i.e. the Wall) :=-

"hes entirely been destroyed by buildings and gardens till
near the Turnpike GateZ-where it was thought distinguishable
in Horsley's time, in a field between Quarry House and
Newcastles The writer was of opinion that it passed through
the site of this guarry-house, just beyond which, on the west,
an immense gquarry’ has eradicated every vestige both of the
wall and foss of Severus; but mounting to the top of the
rising ground beyond it westward, the hollow of the foss
begins to reappear running along pretty close to the north
side of the turnpike road to Benwell called in the Notitia
the Station of Condercum., Hadrian%s vallum, which we
left running up a field west of the Turnpike Gate, and
marked by a range of boundary stones, . disappears through
the next field where it has been destroyed by the working
of pits, but rises again into obvious notice after we
pass the old mill and is a long way distinguishable (with
its foss) as it stretches westward toward Benwell,ecescee™

Ag Lingard saw nothing of the wall outside the Westgate while

Clerk and Stukeley5' (and possibly Horsley) believed they did, it

seems not unlikely that anything that remained of the Wall's fourdation

was utilised along with other materials6' in the making of this part of

1.

2.

3

4.
6.

The map opposite p.l. of his History places the line of
the Wall and itslitch too far north of the point where

it must have passed under the Town Wall,

The location of this gate, in Brand's context, is puzzling.
One is left with the impression that the Turnpike gate was
on the town side of Quarry House. Yet, unless this is a
gate of which we have no knowledge, Wallis places it near
the first milestone and mentions no other between it and
Newcastle. See"Benwell T.P.™ page 125,

No doubt an important source of material for the new road.
Note. that both Lingard's and Brand's works are dated after
the construction of The Military Road.

See Brand, . .p.l142, footnote t, for further information.
Writing before the construction of the road.

Probably from the quarry mentioned by three of our observers.
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the road in 1751. Certainly no foundations of the Wall hjyve ever
been recovered in this sector in more rgcent times. That something
of the ditch remained in the 18th century is clearly apparent fr;m at
least two of the accounts we have considered and equally apparent is
the fact that its proportions must.also have been reduced by the natural
processes of erosion and silting or even by the deliberate action of
human agénts. Nevertheless the new road seems to have been closely
associated with it at certain points between Newcastle and Benwell.
Excavations in Westgate Road in 1934, just north of Stephenson's
Monument, revealed the lip of a well-defined ditch below the southern
half of the street which at that point is a projection eastwards of
the line of Westgate Hill%' Indeed the excavator;colonel Spain,
(p.230) considered that the Military Road had utilized‘"the deepiy
eroded line of the Wall ditch up Westgate Hill"™ and went on to observe

that this is why the houses of Cumberland Row>"*

on the north side and
their extension eastwards are om ground well above street level with
gardens sloping south to the pavement; access to house doors is usually
by means of a short flight of steps. Colonel Spain also mentions a
pack road knowmn as "the Ald Hee Way™ thet went from Newcastle to
Carlisle in medieval times and avoided the difficulties of Westgate
l. See AcA. Volo.XI, 4, 1934. "The Roman Wall in Westgate,
Newcastle upon Tyne" by G.R.B. Spain. The northern part
of the ditch hadbeen completely removed,
2. An appellation no longer in use but formerly applied to

the northern side of the upper portion of Westgate Hill
and terminated at the junction with Corporation Street.






14. _
and Benwell Hills by deviating from the Westgate up the line of Bath
Lane, along Barfack Road to Cowgate, then proceeding west to near
Slaty Ford and West Denton, and to the north bank of the Tyne at
Newburn, éart of this route is clearly discernible on the 1749
official survey and qontihnes west by way of Close House, Wylam, and

1

Ovingham.®® It would be the natural route for Wade to follow in

1745 from his camp on the Town Moor; - indeed it is well known that

his first day's march took him no further than Ovingham.z'

Although
laden pack animals or wheeled traffic could obviously make this detour
west from Newcastle there was always the more direct route followed by
the present Military Road and it is of interest to note that this is
referred to as "The old Roman Wall or Streets'_tb Newcastle from
Newburn™ upon a Survey dated 8th October, 1708, of coal pits in the
Benwell area. A copy of this map dated 1lth December, 1785, and
certified as accurate by John Newton, Surveyor, may be seen at the
Northumberland County Record Office, and is reproduced opposite in

part. The original, which was made in connection with a lawsuit over

coal royalties, extends no further west than "Denton Bridge“,4'though

le According to the County History, it is referred to
by Hodgson, McLauchlan and Bates and joined the
Stanegate near Newbrough.

2. Journal of House of Commons, vol.26, p.l12,

3« Note also reference to "High Street" in Denton Estate
letter of 21,7.1752 in County Record Office.

4. An interesting proof of a structure earlier than that
planned as a result of the 1749 survey.
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the terminal. section from West Denion to Newburn would not, so far
as we know, be of Roman origin. The fact remains, however, that
much of the course of the Wall itself as far west as Benwell is
largely presumed and in the circumstances perhaps the most we can
do is to accept the line of the Ordnance Survey in the well-knowmn
"Map of Hadriant's Wall"™.

In his revision of Bruce*s"Handbook to the Roman Wall" (pp.46-47)
Sir Ian Richmond considered that in its initial cuarse tb modern road
lay partly north of the Wall ditch and partly over it and that this
lrelationship remained constant almost to Benwell; +that no foundations
of the Wall had been recovered he believed to be due to the fact that
here it was built to the broad gauge and that this in turn would imply
a flag foundation-course so that the whole could be completely removed
by stone-rotbers.

In 1937 his own excavations at Benwell Fort,l"undertaken in
association with F. G. Simpson, showed that in the grounds of the
then Rutherford College, immediately east of the fort, the ditch lay
wholly north of the Military-Road,z' gradually converging upon it to
the east. This, the authors concluded, would bring the line of the
Wall, at its anticipated union with the south guard-chamber of the main

east gate, roughly unier the north pavement of the modern highway

l. See A0A04, XIX, 19410

2. cf. Brand's Account above; page 12.
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16.
Certainly not far west of the fort it runs across to the south side
once more. Robert Shafto's plan of andercum,lf dated to 1751 or
*52, shows the line of the east and west walls cutting across the
course of the rew road and reports™........not the lesast appearance
of the Wall or Ditch going through the fort as described by Mr. Gordon?z'
His failure to see anything that remained of the Wall at its junction
with the east rampart, however, may well be because the present pavement
on the north side of the road lies somewhat beyond the excavations of
the roadmakers. Indeed his plan indicates a structure just north of
the road on the east side of the fort, which may well have indicated
the guard-chamber. Shafto professed himself unable to determine the
thickness of the walls - no doubt within the limits of his investigations -
and observed that the whole fort, as well as other parts of the wall, was
congested with rubbish and stones. On the stones, however, his remarks
are interesting. He says :=
"The Masons believed that the stones of which the fort and the
Roman Wall were built were different from those of my Quarries
and from any of the Quarries arround (thus) being much whiter;
but on examining I found them to be of the same Grain and on
being exposed to the weather have come to the same colour and
hardness. And I am the more persuaded of the're being the
same Stone as there are still large Quarries on each side of
the_Wall at Convenient Distances which have been wrought and
are now quite grown over with Brambles and Whins".
Some 308 yards, or as Shafto preferred, fourteen chains, to the west of’
1. Reproduced opposite from Vol,I of Brand's Hist. of

Newcastle.
2. Itinerarium Septentrionale.
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the fort the remains of an "Exploratory Tower about four yards square
adjoining the wall on Benwell Hill" appeared during the making of the
road. This, of course, was Turret 6 b whose discovery at this time
may indicate that the roadmakers were plundering the line of the Wall
for stone, though but quarter of a mile further west was a quarr 1e
where the lodge of St. Cuthbert's School is now situated. ~ Road and
Wall are now seen on separate parallel courses though they coincide
once more ascending the hill beyond West Denton and continue so far
over three miles to Great Hill, spproaching Heddon on the Wall, Sir
John Clerk reported that a mile beyond Benwell Fort the "praetentura"
began to be more distinct especially at Denton Burn and here of course
is the first fragment of the Wall to be seen above ground. When
Brand's History was pfoduced in 1789 it was reported as being niﬁe
feet wide, with five courses of facing stones preserved on either
side and an apple tree growing out of the middle. The illustration
on page 54 of Sir lan Richmond's revision of Bruce shows considerably
less stone work in mid-nineteenth century but excavation in 1927
proved the fragment to have suffered very little since and confirmed
the width as from 9 feet 1 inch to 9 feet 5 inches; +the foundation
consisted of flat stones and clay. Barely quarter of a mile to the
West is the remains of turret 7 b together with an attendant portion
of Wall excavated in 1929.2' At these two points the Wall is

9

l. Now largely filled and landscaped.
2. A.A.4, VII, 1930 "Excavations on Hadrian's Wall
West of Newcastle upon Tyne in 1929", E. Birley.
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approximately 26 feet 6 ins, and 29 feet from the edge of the
modern ﬁighway while at.the third fragment quarter of a mile
further west and just without the city boundary the distance is
under 11 feet from the edge of the comparatively recently
constructed dual carriageway. Bearing in mind fhe accounts
. of Sir John Clerk and others and the fact that Wall and highway
here pursue separate pgrailel courses, the roadmakers can scarcely
have been responsible for depredations upon the Wall in this area.
Not for long, however, does this happy state prevail as nearly
half a mile before the lLemington crossroad is reached, Wall and
road have merged againj; indeed at Milecéstle 9I(Chape1 House)
excavationl°showed that the northern third of the structure lay
beneath the curtilage of the turnpike and indicated a roughly
centre-of=the-road position for the Wall. Now we are approaching
the parts where in 1724 Sir John Clerk could enthuse upon what
was still to be seen of the Wdll and its appurtenénces though
further consideration should perhaps be delayed sinée we have .
reached and, in all probability, passed the limits of the

roadmakers' operations at this end for 1751,

l. Again see A.A.4, VII, 1930, E. Birley, pe153.
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NORTHUMBERLAND 1752

Any surve& of operations during this year is hampered by the fact
that no accounts have been found to cover items of expenditure after
2nd November 1751 and before 20th January 1753. It will be recalled,
however, that the Act had simply granted £3,000 out of supplies for 1751
towards the project so that further sumé had to be obtainedby annual
applicatioﬁ. Consequently, we find that each year from 17521'to 1757,
with the exception of 1756, petitions were submittedz'to the effect
that though the Commissioners and trustees, by virtue of the Act passed
during the previous session, have caused part of the road to be amended
and made passable, they cannot finish it or execute the powers vested in
th;m unless the House shall be pleased to grant them such further sum
as it may deem fit, Similar petitions were submitted on behalf of

both Counties and were considered, usually in January, and referred to

the Committee of Supplye Thus it was that the petitions came before
the House on the 1T7th January, 1752, and were referred to Committee on

22nd April, 17523 on 19th January 1753 and to Committee on 14th March;

on 18th Jamary 1754 and to Committee on 7th February when a sum of £6000

was resolved instead of the usual £3000; on 16th January 1755 and to

Committee on 27th March, when a further £6000 was resolved. In 1757 éLe

last petitions were presented on 4th February and referred to Committee

but the whole question of finance would require too great a digression
le. See the following vols. of J.H.C. under headings of

"Carlisle Road"™ and "Sygpply":-

Vols.26 1750=54, v0l.27 1754=5T.
No mention is made of the Road in vol.28.
2. They were probably delivered by Bigge at the
same time as the accountse.
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at this_ stage and has therefore been considered in a separate section
on the cost of the roa.&. |
The press has little to relate and were it not for certain of
the Denton Estate Letters, preserved at the County Record office, the

prospect would be bleak in_deed. Three lettersl°are of partioular

relevance, one dated 27th May 1752 from Mr. John Airey2°'bo a Mr. Carter

through whom he wishes to communicate with Edward Monta.gue,B’of who se

whereabouts he is ignorant, and another dated 2lst July from Wa. Newton?*

to Montague; the third, from Newton (the Agent) and Isaacson (the

Commissioner ?) to Montague, is dated 19th Nov. 1752.

l. Record Office, Ref. M17/60b.

2. A family of Aireys were "coal-fitters™ (Supplied coal as freight to
ships) in Newcastle and from the next letter, that of 2lst July, we
see that John Airey had an office in town. According to VoleXIII
of the County History he does not appear to have owned the Manor of
Whitchester but he may well have been the tenant. A John Airey was
a Commissioner. The Newcastle Journal reported on 16th Oct. 1756
.the death of Thomas Airey, heir of the late John in Westgate who had
died early the previous month. Thomas had died at Crow Hall, his
country seat near town. :

3« Edward Montague, grandson of the first Earl of Sandwich, sat as
Member for Huntingdon from 1734 to 1768. He possessed estates in
Yorkshire and Berkshire and coal mines in the Denton area; he also
owned Rudchester at this time and later lived at Denton Hall. The
position is somewhat involved but, broadly, Montague and his cousins,
¥m. Archdeacon and Anthony Isaacson (See below p.27 ) were the heirs
of John Rogera, who died 1758. Denton was assigned to Montague.

In Aug.1742 he married Elizabeth Robinson of West Layton, Yorks.,

who achieved distinction mainly through her ability as a letter writer
(most of her work has been preserved)., Her talents attractdd to the
Hall many distinguished people including Dr. Johnson and Sir Joshua
Reynolds. (N.C.H. vole.l3, also Tomlinson).

4. Newton appears to have been agent, or perhaps "coal viewer"™ to Montague.

The Gentleman's Magazine for 29th Aug.l749 mentions a William Newton
. of Burnopfield as the inventor of a machine for drawing coals out of
deep pits, (Richardson),
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The Act, no doubt following Campbell the Surveyor's recommendations,
had been precise as to the general route of the new road, viz. from the
West Gate of Newcastle by way of East Denton, Chapel Houses, Heddon-on=-
the-Wall, Hhélow Hill, Portgate, Chollerford Bridge, Walwick, Carrawburgh,
Whinshields, Clowgill (Closegill), Brampton, High Crosby, Drawdikes,
Stanwix, to the Scotch Gafe at Carlisle, but left the exact line between
the specified points to the Commissioners and trustees or any seven of
them who were authorised "to act, to view and survey the lands and
grounds within the said counties respectively (Cumberland and
Northumberland); and to set out and appoint such part and parts thereof
respecﬁively as they shall think proper to be used and applied for the
new intended road ...." The Act lists a commissioner by the name of
John Airey and there can be little doubt that he is the writer of the
letter of 27th May since he states in it that the commissioners have
desired him to acquaint Montague of his intention to take nothing for
‘ the ground which he will lose to the road in its passage through his
property of Whitchester, provided that his neighbours will act in the
same manner. Other landowners such as Lord Northumberland and the

Lepave already signified their intention

trustees of Greenwich Hospital
of taking this course and merely desire to have their grounds fenced off
from the road at the commissioners' expense. He is further to seek

Montague's leave to carry on. the réad through his property at Rutchester

(thus)e - The letter begins by noting that "Wee are proceeding fast on

l. See pe 25 footnote on Throckley.
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the Military road, vhich is east as far as Heddon on the Wall: and
will soon reach Rutchester. It is proposed to keep upon the Roman
Wall as much as possible ....." though here we mu;t exercise caution
for the second letter, written two months later, states categorically .
that though operations have reached Heddon they are only complete as
far as West Denton. The proposal to keep the new road upon the Roman
wA11 is likewise a theme upon which the second letter énlarges.

The letter from Burnopfield of 2lst July is of considerable length

and contains such a wealth of information that it seems advisable to

reproduce it here in full, Clearly, from the first sentence, the

contents of Airey*s letter of 27th May have been communicated to Montague
and Montague in his letter of 21st June has instructed his agent Newton
to contact Airey both as & commissioner and as an adjacent landowner.

Newton®s reply to his employer follows :- d
- Burnopf, July 21st 1752.

Honoured Sir,

Imediately after I received your Honours favour of the 2lst June last,
I waited upon Mr. Airey at his Office in Westgate Newcastle, haveing before
Viewed the intended Military Road through Ruchester and as it was not then
certainly known whether the road would be exactly upon the 0ld Roman Wall or
not, I recomended that we might have a meeting upon the place in order to
settle that point. This Mr. Airey said was very necessary and according to
that gentlemans appointment Mr. Isaacson (who was so good as give his Company)
and myselfe went with him on Thursday last and Viewed it where we met with
Mr. Wear and the Tenant Wilson. We all agreed that the Military road woixld
be best upon the 0ld Roman Wall through that Ground; for that it is the
strightest (thus) way, the easiest expense End will do the least damage to
the ground, and Mr. Airey said their people”® had set it out so.

l. The original spelling and punctuation of the letter is retained.

2. "their people™. As a Cdmmisaioner, Airey is probably referring to
the commissioners' employees, i.s. Brown the surveyor, the
undertakers etc,
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There are about 20 old and young ash trees including some bad
scrubby oaks growing upon the 0ld Roman wall that must be taken down
in order to make way for the Road, which I have not yet valued; but
Wear says and I think they may be worth about Ten pounds if cut after
Michaelmas when the sap is down, there is likewise a bad Stone Wall
upon it™* that divides the Closes that must be taken away also; but
the Stones of that and other stones that may easily be got out of the
Ruin of the Old Roman Wall must be reserved”® to make a Stone Wall on
each side of the Road and this must be done at the Commissioners expense
and I think it will cost 4 Sh., a Rood on each side amounts to £88,7° (A
hedge and Quicks will not do so well because there is nothing in the
Ground to repair it with.)

As the Road is to be upon the Old Roman Wall I think the Damage of
Ground will not exceed Four pounds per year Accounting the Breadth 22
yards and length TO Chains which is 7 Acres but supposing it to be 8
Acres (which is more than it will be) I think Ten Shillings an Acre a
high price for that Ground as it falls t0 be upon the Ruins of the 0ld
Roman Wall and I find that Wilson the Tenant will bBe content with Four
pounds a year.

It is my Opinion that the before mentioned Damage ssessasgecaacaas
eeesesss ' longer than three years after the present high road”® through
Ruchester is totally laid off and not used; but I cannot yet see whether
it can be laid off or not but think a great part of it may whenthe New
one is completed and made fit for use.

If this affair can be settled as before mentioned the Estate will
be no worse for the Road but rather better in my opiniony because there
will be a much better road to Newcastle Market, After the fence Walls
are built on each side I would recomend planting it with Elm Trees on
each side as your honour was pleased to Observe when at Newcastle. it
will be Ornament, Shelter and profit.

I told Mr. Airey that the Trees now standing upon‘the 0ld Roman Wall
where the Military road is to be may be valued by two indifferent persons
and the Commissioners to pay your honour according to that Valuation, but

l. So that the Roman Wall at this point was not high enough to act
as a barrier to farm animals:

2., They would thus be denied to the undertakers for roadmaking,
3« Correct, if we assume the area affected to be eight acres.

4. It is regrettable that a portion of the text has been lost here
due to a tear along the line of a fold in the letter.

5. Probably the Military Way.
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he said they would rather chuse that your honour would sell them. I
think as these Trees are most of them 0ld there can be no Improvement
by their standing. Mr. Airey said it would be right to have a Stone
wall on each side of the Road, but I did not mention to that gentleman
how much I thought the Damage of the Ground will be; because I did not
know how your honour will please to have it settled.

Your honour has a power by the Act of Parliament (page 636)l° to
make a bargain with the Commissioners for Damage of Ground etc., and
in case it cannot be agreed in that way, to be settled by a Jury;
but I think as good terms will be got by bargaining or referring to
two indifferent persons as by a Jury and at less expense and trouble.

The Military Road is already finished from Newcastle to West Denton
and is formed and a great part of it made from there to Heddon on the Wall
vhich is about three-quarters of a Mile f:gm Ruchester Grounds and Mr.
Airey says the Undertaker is to make it to“°Sheldon Comon this year
therefore desires your honour will give leave to carry it through
Ruchester. I told that Gentleman I would imediately lay the affair
before your honour and hehight expect an Answer in Ten Days or a
fortnight.

From Newcastle to West Denton the Road keeps at or upon the present"
high Street, therefore there is little or no Damage so farr and from
thence upon or very near the 0ld Roman Wall through the following lands
to Sheldon Comon (viz.),thro a small part of West Denton belonging to
Mr. Blacket of Wileham, '

Se

Chappell House Ground seeeecesces Lord Northumberland. 5
Newburn Grounds cecsescvecessssss Lord Northumberland.”®

l, i.e. of the Act,

2. Sheldon or Shildon Common was the area south of the Wall between
Wall House and Halton Chesters. Mr. Lancelot Allgood presented
to the House on Jan,17th 1754 a bill for enclosing and dividing
Great Shildon Common. See V0l¢26 JeH.Cey P904e The Royal
Asgent was received 5th March,

3_-. See above, page 14,

4. West Denton was sold 16th Feb.1688/9 by Mark Erringtonito John Blackett
" of Wylam and remained the property of the Blacketts till 1767 vwhen it
was sold to JohnBaker of Tynemouth. N.C.He .
An entry dated 25th Aug.1756 in the Twelfth Account records the paymert
of £21.15. O. to Lady Blackett for three roods and fifteen perches of
ground made part of the road, andl for damage done to her grounds.

5« Chappell House Ground e..... Newburn.

: Whenthe tithes of the latter parish were commuted in 1841 the Duke of
Northumberland still owned Butterly, Newburn, Newburn Hall, Walbottle
and Whorlton. Thus over a mile of the new road passed through his
ground in this area.
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Throckley Groun:ll'.. escsssessessGreenwich Hospitall and touching
upon one of your Honours Ridges™*
there.

Heddon on the Wall Grounds eee... (Mrs. Hymoors -

(Lord Ca.rlislz fam

(The Minister'® of Heddon Church
-o-.ooo--ooonoooooc-on-ooaooc-oo Mr. Bawick of Glose Houseo

Ruchester cececcesesescesseesses Mr. Montagu
Whitchester eccecceccscecscacess Mr. Airey and Mr. Bell
Harlayhill S0 cesscsscsencesense Several Private G‘entlemen.

&leldon eomon ......................................‘.Aodiﬂ..l...'..

l. Throckley Ground. Throckley and other estates were in the possession
of the Radcliffes of Dilston and Derwentwater in the 16th century amd
remained in that family and followed the same descent as the rest of
thelr estates. The Third Earl, of course, was beheaded for treason
in 1716 following his part in the Fifteen but it was sixteen years
before the Crown became possessed of all his estates. George II
would have preferred them to be seld but other interests prevailed and
an Act of 1735 directed that they should remain vested in the king
and the rents applied to the payment of the annuities and interests
on the other encumbrances on the estates amd thereafter to the
completion of the building of the Royal Hospital for Seamen at
Greenwich, and, after the completion of the building, to the better
maintenance of the inmatese In 1749 an Act enabled £30,000 to be
raised out of the estates for the benefit of various members of the
Radcliffe family and also divested them out of the Crown and vested

- them in trustees for the use of Greenwich Hospital. For further
information see N.C.H. Vol.X, p.301l,

2o ridges ... John Rogers of Denton Hall possessed a tenement in Throckley.
He seems to have become insane after the death of his wife in Jan.
1722/3 and his name does not appear on business documents after
Sept.1723, although a commissionffor lunacy was not procured until .
1746. He died 24th June 1758, His heirs, Ed. Montague, A. Isaacson
andGWm. Archdeacon leased the property to Wme. Brown. N.C.H. Volol3,
p.l 30

3¢ In 1717 the common lands of Heddon, containing 1020 acres, were divided
by award, 504 acres on the west side to the Earl of Carlisle. In
1796 the 6th Earl sold his moiety of Heddon to Nathaniel Clayton
though the transaction was not completed till 1812+ N.C.H.volel3,pe83.

4+ As from July 1743 the Minister of Heddon Church was Andrew Armstrong.
He had previously been Curate of Slaley (1734) and of Ovingham (1738).
N.C.Hi.
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Lord Northumberland, Greenwich Hospitall and.Lord Carlisle gives
the property of their Ground on condition that their Tenants be paid
the Damage dureing their lLeases and have their Ground fenced off on
both sides and these fences kept in repair for Six years at the expence
of the Commissionersy but I do not find that these Damages or fences
are yet all settled, tho I am told some of their Damages are settled
at Ten Shillings an Acre yearly during their leases and the hedgeing
and repairing at 3s. 6d. a Rood

I hear that Mr., Blacket of Wilehams dama.gel' is not quite settled
altho the Road is finished some time since through his Ground. Mrs.
Hymoors, the Minister of Heddon Church, Mr. Bewick and the private
Gentleman of Harley hill are not yet agreed with, and I find some of
them inclined to have it settled by a Jury According to Act of Parliament.

Mr. Airey says he will ask no Damage for himselfe or Tenant, but
as the 0ld Roman Wall is the Division Hedge between his Ground and
Mr. Bells they will have little or none by the new intsended Road.

Mr. Isaacson desires hie Compliments

I am Honoured Sir your most Obedi=~ Humble Serv,
V. Newton.
Especially worthy of note are the first paragraph and the last as

indicative of the attitude adopted towards the Wall = - - "we all agreed
that the Military road would be best upon the 0ld Roman Wall = -« = It is
the strightest (thus) way = = - The easiest expence - = - Will do the
least damage to the ground = - - (The Commissioners and their surveyor)
had set it out s0 = « « the 0ld Roman Wall is the division hedge - - -
Little or no damage wili be done by the new intendeé road = = = ",

How often must these very remarks and many like them have been heard during
the years whenthe road was in the making and how little surprise would it
occasionltoday to find their general tenor in the report of the original
surveyor, Dougal Campbell, should it ever come to light. Though no
reply in writing appears to be extant, there can be little doubt that

lo i.e. at West Denton.
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Montague signified his approval of Newton's views for a further letter
from Newton to Montague dated 19th November, 1752, (and countersigned
by Isaacson) imparts the result of their negotiations with John Brown,
the Commissioners' Agent, aqd recommends that the terms arrived at
be accepted. Once again the entire letter is reproduced.

"Newcastle Novr.l1l9th 1752,
‘Honoured Sir,

On the 14th of October last we took a through view
of the Carlisle Road from Newcastle as far west as Shildon Comon (thus)
which is about four miles west from Ruchester and viewed the ground
both where it is made and where it is intended, in order to enable
ourselves to talk with the Commissioners relating the damage it will
do in Ruchester Estate and waited upon them the 2lst. After some
talk with them they desired that Mr. Brown their agent and us would
try to settle it which at last we did on the following terms in
case (?) Your Honour and the Commissioners agree to it viz. We
to have nine shillings an acre at 30 years purchase for the ground
that the new Road takes up in Ruchester, to have the 0ld Road and
three shillings a Rood for fencing on each side of the new Road,
and stones off the 0ld Roman Wall in making a new stone wall on one
side the other side to be a hedge and Quick,

Wé.have heard nothing from the Conissioners since but Brown the
Agent tells us that they agree to it.” " If Your Honour have no
objection we will wait upon the commissioners once more and confirm it,
for we think these terms will be a full satisfaction for all - damages
We think that the best way will be for us to dispose of the small '
quantity of wood that stands in the way and to apply the moneys towards
planting young elm trees on each %i e of the new Road. We are your
Honours most Obedient Humble Serv’>* '

Wim. Newton.
Ant. Isaacsone.

P.S. MNr. Rogersz'still continues to do well."

Exactly how far the new road had now progressed is difficult to
estimate, bearing in mind Airey's remark in the May letter and Newton's

l, ‘See below page 177 for settlement of Montague's claim.
2. See footnote on Rogers page 25,
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in that of July. ©Even the third letter of No#ember is inconclusive
as to whether operations have actually reached Rudchester though, as
we shall presently see, they had reached Heddon in that month. The
"0ld Road" to which Newton refers was probably the Military Way and of
the use to which it might have been put, as a foundation for the new
road, Stukeley,l'whose attitude we shall consider later, had no doubt.
With one notable exception, the press is of little assistance
during the year under consideration. ' Without‘specifying the business,
the Newcastle Journal announces meetings of commissioners to be held on
the 25th January, 22nd February, and 25th June, but the issue of the
4th November, however, contained a real scoop which its competitor,

the Courant, appears to have missed :-

"A few days ago" runs the account, "the workmen employed in

making the Military Road to Carlisle, found a great number of
curious Roman coins and medals in the Ruins of the 0ld Wall near
Heddon. They had been deposited inwwood boxes which were almost
decayed; yet several of the medals are as fresh and fair as if
but newly struck. Some of them are miade of silver; but the most
part of copper and a mixture of coarser metal., They are thought
to be as valuable a collection has hag been discovered for some
centuries past.™

Unfortunately, all trace of these items has vanished.
l. See below page 62,

2.

2. Hutchinson, Vol.II, p.439, more or less reiterates the Courant's
accounts The County History, Vol.XIII, pp536-7, mentions  the
find in similar terms and alse refers to another coin group
described as "a hoard" from Heddon-on-the-Wall understood to have
been found about 1820, 31  of which were presented to the Society of
Antiquaries of Newcastle in 1856, C.E.Stevens, vol.26, 1936,
Journal of Roman Studies, ppeTl=T3, citing Bruce's Roman Wall says
"Bruce, after speaking of a hoard found at Heddon and lost without
trace, continues "We are more fortunate regarding a small collection
sesess believed to have been found about 1820 c...."™ It may be
that there has beendome confusion in the past over these two hoards.
Of the 1752 collection we can only conclude that it has indeed been
"lost without trace™. An entry concerning the 1752 hoard, page 204,
Sykes, local Records Vol.I, states "several of the most curious
coins were purchased by the "Royal Society".
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The issue of the 18th containzd a moest interesting notice
that may not only be an indication of the roadmakers' progress but
also of a growing interest in how it cculd be utilised as a basis
for the further extension of road communication. Bearing neither
heading nor signature it runs

"It being proposed to make a Turnpike Road from that part of

the road now making for the passage of Troops and carriages
between the City of Carlisle and the town of Newcastle upon
Tyne, which lies through the township of Welton to the towm

of Morpeth, and from there to Blyth and from thence to
Newcastle upon Tyne aforesaid, the Nobility, Gentlemen, Clergy
and Freeholders interested therein are desired to meet at the
Townhall at Morpeth aforesaid on Wednesday the 29th day of
November inst. at Ten o'clock in the forenoon to consider -
upon the Road and Branch or Branches therefrom and resolve
upon proper ways and means to effect the same",

The meeting had been well attended according to the issue of
2nd December and had agreed that the road envisaged should follow
the route Welton}' Stannerton,z'Belsay, Whalton; Morpeth Low Common
Gate, Stobhill, Hertford Bridge, South Blythe, Potts House, near
Horton%to Annitsford, Longbenton, Sandifordstone Bridge, Newcastle.
However, as objections had been made to the section through Horton
to Seuth Blythe, a further meeting would be held at the same place
on Wednesday, 13th,

"to consider of making a road in the most commodious way from

Welton to Morpeth and from thence to Blythe and Newcastle aml

to sign a petition to Parliament for a pover to make such roads
as shall be agreed at this meeting". .

i, i.e, In the area of the present Whittledean Water
Works.
2. Stamfordhanm.
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Various issues between those of 30th September and 2nd December
outline a similar project on the south side of the river following
the route from Gateshead along Jackson's Qhare, ovef the Viindmill
Hill and on via Swalwell, Winlaton, Crawcrook and Wylam "to tﬁe
road now making™. Meetings were held at the Nag's Head in |
Gateshead where the petition had been signsd on 31st October but
the following meeting was to be at Wylam at the house of Wm. Brown
when the draught (thus) of the Act would be prepared and a plan of
the road would be ready for inspection. A further meeting was
announced for the 16th December though no further mention of either
project appears to be made at least throughout the following year of
1753."°

The final notice of the year regarding the Carlisle Road
appeared in the issue of the 23rd December and contained a somewhat
disturbing item. After announocing a meeting for 4th January to examine
the Treasurer's accounts and on particular business it went on to invite
propéSals from all persons willing to make such part of thg road as
remained unfinished in Northumberland! The sclution however lies in
the payment dated 24th January (q.v.) of £23.16. 6. to Christopher

Lightfoot as money due to his father "the late undertaker", and

1, Though further investigation is required one would
like to feel that the first of these proposals can
be traced today in the Highways B6309 from Whittledean
to Stamfordham and Belsay, along A608T to Whalton and
Morpeth, and on by Al192 and other routes to Blyth
and Newcastle and that the second eventually becane,
in part at any rate, B60Bl and A695 rumning west from
Gateshead,
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apparently senior pariner. . Subsequent payments were made to "Thomas
and Christopher Lightfoot, the undertakers"™ so that Thomas now appears
to have become senior and the contract to have been secured by what
was virtually the same firm. | Whether a new agreement was entered
into we cannot be ;ertain but at least-we may hope that before his
demise Lightfoot had realised his inténtion of reaching Shildon

Common by the end of 1752,
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NORTHUMBERLAND 1753

For 1753 theres is an even more acute shortage of material in the

Newcastle Journal than for the previous year - four notices of meetings
to be held on 2lst April, 19th May, 23rd June and 24th November
respectively and in only the last instance is the business stated,
viz. to examine the Treasurer's accounts. | Perhaps it might be supposed
that under Brown, the Surveyor's,.direction all was proceeding smoothly
enough for little discussion to be necessa;y on the part of the
Commisgioners - except for occasional meetings to ratify agreements
over compensation or matters of a similar nature. However, another
source, to which has been given the temporary reference of "The
Douglas Papers",l'leads one to the conclusion that routine meetings
of a general nature were held regularly as a matter of course and that
only extraordinary meetings for the discussion of special business were
advertised.

Elsewhere in the County, as the large number of notices in respect.
of turnpikes bears testimony, there was no lack of construction, either

in progress or under consideration. In addition we have the aécounts
for most of 17533' and these reveal that between the 24th January and
the 10th November the Lightfoots (usually Thomas and Christopher)
received a total of £1490 "for makihg the Road"™ which at Ts. 6d. a
rood of 7 yds. would represent approx., 16 miles of road. Thus, if
the contractors had reached the neighbourhood of Shildon in 1752 they

could have been somewhere in the Housesteads area by the end of 1753. -

l., See Introdution, page VI.ff. 2. See page 136,
' 3« See Appendices V, VI, VII,
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This, however, in liéht of an item in D.P.9 énd comments made in
1755,both of which we shall consider at a more appropriate stage,

is clearly over-optimistioc. If, as there is good reason to believe,
they were in the Portgate area in March 1753 but no further west than
Walwick in the early months of 1755, and this through country where
considerable Wall material had been at hand for much of the way, one
cannot but wonder how such tardy progress is to be explained. The
Undertakers'! agreement with the Commissionersl°is explicit = money
could be paid only for work completed to the Surveyors' satisfaction
and the accounts are usually'careful to distinguish between "making
the Road" and any other form of work done by the Lightfoots. Of
course the death of the senior partner, Christopher, may have slowed
operations and inclement weather may from time to time have caused
their cegsation though the regularity of payments throughout the year
would tend to. shoew that such breaks were not long; certainly there was
no shortage of money in '53.2' There were of course, again as accounts
reveal, ancilliary tasks to be performed, such as "stubbing" of wood,
levelling of hills, filling of hollows and making a crossing over the
road but these were unlikely to hold up operations for long. Perhaps
the simplest solution, in part at any rate, is that the roadmakers had
not reached their target of Shildon Common the previous year, but

another is, and this would seem %o be Borhe out by the Denton Estates
Letters of 27th May and 21st July 17527°that the undertakers would

le qe.ve. Appendix I.

2. Accounts show the Commigsioners to have had
resources of at least £2609, 8. 3k. for the year.

3« See pages 22 and 24,
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forge ahead with preliminary operations such as clearing and levelling
and laying the first layer(s) and then return to the beginniné of that
‘sector to complete their task,

Many and varied were the activities concerned with roadmaking,

as the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Accounts, covering the peridd 20th
Jamary = 3rd November, 1753, reveal . Early in '53 or perhaps late
in '52 John Brown the surveyor had made a crossing over the road at

Walbottle ®

while Layburn had made three arches at Rudchester Dene?'

and two at Halton gnd Shildon Common. In the same year he had extended
the flank walls of Newburn Bridge ends and done other additional work to
the same bridge, built walls at Newburn Dene and Walbottle Lane, made
nine yards of conduit, attended to work on the battlements and flanks
of Denton Bridge, and made two troughs at Walbottle Dene. For all.
this and ether work which he had carried out he receiQed a total of
£16l., 6. 7. For raising the road at the gill between Rudches%er and
Whitchester and for cutting down a hill at Heddon William Ramshaw had
been paid £13.19.10§ John Richardson received £15.12. 0. for building
conduitsy and for making two batteries fo suﬁport the road at Heddon
John Crawforth had received £13. O. 3.

For stubbing wood, levelling two hills and filling up two hollows
Christopher Lightfbﬁt (son of the deceased) had received £23.16. 6. and
a further £10.17. 6. for more stubbing of wood and for making a crossing.

l. Possibly for coals ?

2. Payment for this work was made on the 24th Feb. so that
the road can hardly have been completely finished in every detail as
far as Shildon in 1752. Payment for the Halton and Shildon work was

on the 2lst April. Posgibly the bridge builders lagged behind the
roadmakers.
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Only two quarters® salnry (£20) atg mentioned in respect of Brown though
he received £100, probably on behalf of a mason, for building walls,
and a further sum of £50, the purpose of which is not specified.
Other'payments of a minor nature were made to Ralph Davison for filling
up quarry holes and for damage to his ground, to John Usher for the
digging'éf a well that had been filied up by the roadmekers?! operations,
and to vsrious printérs for advertising meetings. FMurther small
payments were to Hannah Hindmarsh for 11 roods of ground, to Michael
. Pearson fér making 40 reoods of Walllat Bast Matfen and covering them
vith sods since there was'nét'enougﬁ stone t6 make them up o 5 feet
high,'for one-thi?d of én acre of his grognd and for erecting two gates;
also to Henry Waugh for paving his front at Viestgate which the widening )
of the road'hglmade necessary, and to Wiiliam Moffitt for making 294
.yards of pavement also at Westgateo In the same year, 2lst July,
Edward Montaguel;was awarded £65. 2..0. for four acres and one rcod of
his ground, and Edward Bigge (the solicitor)_£152. 3. @s to cover his
fees and expenses since 1llth My 1752, Tweddell himself drew three
.quarters of a year?s salary, £15, and ten guineas for "extraordinary
trouble” in tbe execution of his office, William Gibson2°received
£31.10, 1%, for his "Bill of Business" which is not itemised but which
may have been comnected with the summoning of a jury. = Three items
totalling £70 included one payment to John Bell for building several
walls at Halton, and two tc Joseph Hedley and Partners for work on the

l, See above page 23.

2. See below pages, 53, 54 and Tl.



36.
road and for building a wall along the north side of Shildon Common.

The final entry is one of £110. 4. 6. to Gislingham Cooper in respect
of fees paid by him at the Treasury and Exchequer.

This particular period is covered by the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth
Accounts which had been delivered at the Bar by Bigge and ordered to lie
"on the table"™. According to the first of these (20th Jan. to 5th May)
the commissioners began with a balance of £170. 6. 9%. and on lst March
made two withdrawals from Cooper through Langdaie Sunderland}'totalling
£420, and one further of £19. l. 6. through George Bates?' This exhausted
the cash in Cooper's hands from the previous year. Expenses amounted to
£608.17. 2., leaving a balance of 1lls.14d., though there appears to be
an error of 2s. Od. in the totals. The Seventh Account (19th May to
15th Septe@ber) shows withdrawals of £i,000 and £500, again by Sunderlandj
expenses amounted to £1210. 5. 9. leaving atbalance of £290. 5. 4%. In
the final account (the Eighth, 29th September - 10th November) Thomas
Simpson drew £400 and Matthew Ridley3'£100 for the Commissioners, giving
a total of £790. 5. 4%. Outgoing payments amounted to £606. 4. T%. which
left £184 in hand. So ended 1753. Exactly how far the completed road
extended is impessible to say, though if the contractors were in the
Portgage area4'in March 1753, it seems reasonable to suppose that they had
reached Shildoﬁ Common ;f%er all in 1752 = from somewhere in the
neighbourhéod of Lemington Crossroads the year before. If that be so,

then at a conservative estimate, one feels that they could well have
_ arrived in the neighbourhood of the North Tyne by the end of 1753

l. "Collector of Customs for this port"™. Newcastle General Mag.
November 1752.

2. Neither he nor Sunderland appear in the list of commissioners.

3. There was a commissioner so named. See also DPel51, footnote 2,

4. D.P.9.
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NORTHUMBERLAND 1754 am %55

Not only have we no accounts for the years 1754 and *55 but the
'press, with one notable exception, is almost as silent as for 1753.
Fortunately, the Douglas papers, some twenty two in number, came to light,
eleven of which apply either definitely or with reasonable certainty
to 1754, five are dated 1755, two belong to 1756, and the remainder are
either ceftainly or probably from the period 1750 to #53. They form a
sequence, however, and should be considered as a Wwhole rather than sub-
divided. ' Literature, too, has something to offer by way of comment for
a very strident voice had been raised against these who se wantonly
desecrated the Wall and its #ppurtenances. Here references are centred
upon Stukeley and, though they pertain mainly te 1754, also have
application to 1755 and be&ond. The years 1754 and *55 then, because
of the nature of the source material, have been considered'together.

First the press. The Newcastle Journal gives notice of three
meetings in 1754, that of the 28th'éeptember on special affairs, of
26th October to settle the Treasurer's accounts and to consider special
business, aml that of the 9th November also on special affairs. The
following year is a little more promising for the issue of 5th April
1755 mentions in its Newcasfle section g-

"We are assured that £6,000 has been granted for carrying

on the Mi}itary Roag to Carlislf.and it ig expected it
will be finished this summer.™
In fact it was not and would not be until the Autumn of '56 that

l. Ordered by Committee of Supply 27th_March 1755.
See above p.19, also below pe.l34-5,
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Lightfoot would receive the balance of his account for finishing the
road. Two announcements-of meetings on 30th August and lst November
simply say "Special Affairs" but a third on-the 29th November was
"To settle the account of Thomas Lightfoot, Undertaker, and on special
affairs", With such phrases as "To settle the Treasurer®s accounts"
we are familiar enough but particular mention of the Undertaker's
account is unusual. In the absence of other information perhaps
the simplest solution is thét certain details required explanation
or ratification before payment could be made%' The notice is signed
"J. Weddell", no doubt a printer's error for "Tweddell". One further
ﬁeeting ﬁas'announced for 3rd January, yet again on "Special Affairs".

Not since our outline of the events of 1751 when we probably left
the roadmakers somewhere in the vicinity of Lemington Crossroads have
we made any appreciation of the state of the Wall before further
depravations were made upon it. Once again we shall rely mainly upon
Sir John Clerk, resuming with him his 17242°journey ag he approached
Walbottle. Here it was that he observed what he called "The treu
forme" of the stone wall with the great ditch on its north side. The
foundations of the wall are intact at this point with some courses of
faced stone (his sketch shows three) protruding above the mass of
rubbish on either side. He notes the width as eight feet (though
wherever it has been possible to check in this sector in modern time§

l. The urdertakers' average earnings were probably in h
excess of £100 a month,

2. The substance of these observations has been made
on page 37 ff. of the earlier Thesis.
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it has been found to be nearer ninel'), and believes the height to
be as much as nine or ten feet in some places?' So much was he
impressed by the wall, ditch and valum in the "Gell" west of Walbottle
that he includes a section through them. This shows mounds and _
ditches to be well-defined and the wall once more to have three
facing courses clear of the fallen matter on both sides., Presently
he observed a "square fort" (evidently Milecastle 10) about 70 feet
square but which did not seem to him to have been of great strength.
At Heddon the wall appeared "in all the perfection it can well have"
though unfortunately, Sir John&ives neither measurements nor descriptioen,
apart from noting a few ornamental stones among the rubbish and what,
from the sketch, can only have been a centurial stone still in position
but quite illegible. ‘From "Haddon Hall" the systemB'advanced towards
Rudchester ("the ditches are carried paralel to one another the whole
way cut through a rock") where he came upon a large square fort of
about "150 elles each side" which joined the wall and was part within
and part without the praetentura, i.e. projected north of the wall,
So impressive were the remains between Harlow ﬂill and Haltonshields,
and one mile of that sector in particular, thaf Sir John has left us a
sketch showing again three courses of facing stones projeoting above -

the rubble, the Military Way;'and the Vallum with both north and south

l. Footnote 22, page 234, Trans.Architect. and
Archaeol, Soc. of Durham and North'd. vel.XI.

2. Though apparently net here.

3« "Praetentura"™ - Sir John. \

4. Vhich presumably he was travelling alonge.
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marginal mounds. Nor is hig the only witness we have as to the sgtate
of the wall hereabouts. In the Itinerarium Septentrionale (page T72)
Gordon says,

"Near Harlow Hill, the Turff Wall comes within 175 paces of
Severus's. About 100 paces further west of this place the
same Stone Wall appears very conspicuous, being about 9 foot
high, though the square stones Or outfacings of the #all are
not above two Courses intire"

while on the official survey of 1749 appears an inset inscribed "A

piece of Severus's Wall as it now appears % a Mile West of Harlow Hill".-
It depicts four courses of masonry, appgrently at ground level, and
over=topped by a mass of bush grown rubble.

At Halton Shields Clefk noticed "a small antient structure near
the stone wall which resembled an oven" and which, as Professor Birley
pointed out in a footnote to the text, may-indeed have been an oven
belonging to Milecastle 20. In this area the Wall retained four or
five courses of hewn Sfone, keeping the same appearanée to within a
mile of Portgate by which he meant (erroneously) the intersection of
the Wall and Dere Street. His reference to "the ruines of great
buildings of ptone which are covered over with grass" is doubtless to
the Port at Halton Chesters and a little to the west he came to
"portegate so called from a porte that has been in the pretentura™ for
here helobserved a Roman "casseyway" leading to Scotland. John
Warburton had similarly dubbed the crossing in his map of 1716 but
not so the 1749 Survey which assigns Portgate to its proper place
helf a mile further west even though it confuses Dere Street with

Vatling Street. Sir John offers no description of the crossing



41.

though Horsley mentions a square castellum lying half within and half
without the Wall (page 42 Brit.Rom.). Again a little to the west and
he noticed what was obviously a turret = a tower within the wall - but
what really appealed to him in this sector was the magnificence of"the
praetentura in all its ditches and Aggeres". Even the 1749 survey has
a section across the system "near Portgate", with mounds and ditches
well defined%' the Wall is shown as 10 feet 6 inches thick, and if the
sketch be accurate, standing to 2 height of some 8 feet though neither
face is complete to that height. Between Portgate and Neorth Tyne
(a distance which he under-estimated at three miles) he was so impressed
by what he saw that he formed the opinion (perhaps based on a
misapprehension as to the Wall's original dimensions) that scarcely
anything had been removed from it His opinion was certainly not
corroborated by the 1749 Survey for yet anether inset is of a profile
of the Wall on Wall Fell near St. Oswald's "when clean'd of rubbish".
Though impressive, the Wall is far from completel

Chesters is dismissed by Sir John in three brief sentences.
He observed both bridge and fort which latter he regarded as square
“"about 150 elles each side" but found nothing in any way remarkaﬁle and
6f the Baths makes no mention whatever. To the west ﬁe found the
system to be "very entire" in many places for several miles except
ﬁhere it had been ravaged.by time and with the stone wall standing to

the same height and thickness as he had observed before, presumably in

l. As indeed they still are in much of the area west
of Dere Street crossing.
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the sector west of Portgate. Not to be outdone, the Survey bears
yet another inset showing a detailed plan of the Military zone from
what is presumably Milecastle 27 just east of the Bridge, through
Chesters and on past "4 Watch Towers" which must represent Turret 27B,
Milecastle 28, Turrets 28 A and B, to a "Castellum" sixty feet square
which could only be Milecastle 29, all of which must have been clearly
visible, or so one would think, whenthe Survey weas made, Our
confidence, however, is a little shaken by at least one of the
measurelients inscribed thereon e.g. "About 300 yards nearly from
Tower to Tower" when it should be.ovér 500 and by the fact that the
Wall joins the fort on the north side of the east and west main gates
instead of on the south. Had the Wall. been visible at these pbints
such an error could hardly have been made. While it is not suggested
that the Survey is anything but the genuine work of Campbell and
Debbeig (the Surveyors) it is not an unreasonable supposition that
the insets were not and were added, perhaps by a third party from
another source. Ve might also note in passing that Warburten's
"Vallum Romanum", the publication of which succeeded that'of the
official survey.by some four or five years, also contains a "Survey
of the Countfy between Newcastle and Carlisle, Representing the several
rresent Roads and the Tract which is proposed for the New intended Road
....:...";with a number of insebs suspiciously resembling those on the
official-survey.l' |
l. See earlier thesis "Origin and Planning of Military

Road from Newcastle to Carlisle (Lawson) ppe.30-3l,

or A.A. 4th series, Vol.I, McDonald on John Horsley,
for further comment.
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Beyond Chesters Sir John's views were confirmed by Gordon who thought

that for three miles after leaving Walwick ﬁhe remains were "in greater
perfection and megnificence" than anywhére'else between the two seas.
Although there is no contact between Wall and road from Brunton to the
top of Limestone bank, apart from quarter of a mile or so approachingl'
Walwick, we have none the less reached the area beyond where the two
finally part company and so need follow Sir John no further. His
account, and fhose of others, may be far from perfect but at least they
provide us with clear evidence that many miles of Wall, albeit in varying
states of preservation, still remained in the eastern sector in the first
half of the eighteenth century and were, in all ppobability,.available
for the operations of the roadmakers. Certainly there are sections of
Wall of varying lengths as at Heddon, Brunton, and west of Walwickz'
where Wall and road do not coincide and which may have escaped the
worst attentions of Lightfoot and his partners, although to what extent
we cannot be sure. Elsewhere, uﬁder the directions of Brown and the
commissioners, they had no hesitation, whenever convenient, in using the
1. See the well-known wood=cut on page 96 of the 10th edition of

the "Handbook to The Roman Wall™ by J. Collingwood Bruce, edited

I. A. Richmond. This depicts the foundations of the Wall clearly

vigible in the roadway in 1862 when it required further metalling.

On the same page it is reported that in similar conditions in 1928

the Wall was found to be seven feet seven inches wide with the
broad foundation extending another two feet two inches to the south,

2 Why the road should suddenly swing left at Walwick and desert
the line of the Wall from here to a point beyond the top of Limestone
Bank gives rise to speculation. Mr. Gillam of Newcastle University
has expressed the view that it is following the line of the Military
Way which in this sector probably ran on top of the northern mound
of the Vallum and presented a good foundation. Professor Birley
adds that the then owrer of Walwick may have objected to the road
passing over his ground west of the haml et.
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lower levels of the Wall as part of their foundation and in spreading
suitably broken material from higher levels on either side.

Further proof of the destruction is afforded by certain references
in the Douglas papersl°though this collection also provides much oither
valuable information. To introduce the people mentioned therein will
perhbps provide the simplest approach. Jioshua Douglas was an attorney
in Westgate Street,z'Newcastle. William Errington, who figures most
prominently in the papers, lived at Sandhoe and had purchased, probably
in 1750,%*the rights of Dr. J. Blackburn in Portgate, an estate
bounded on its north side by the Roman Wall; John Donkin was his
agent and Thomas Scott the tenant of Portgate. John Errington,
described és "an infant"34’was the nephew of William and owned
Grottington, (Little ?) Whittington, Spy Hall and Errington Hill Head
which lay to the north of the Wall, though the latter farm had ground '
on both sides of the new road; his agent was Robert Loraine. With
John Brown, surveyor to the Commissioners, aml Lancelot Allgood,

Member of Parliament and "pafron" of roads, we are alreédy familiar,
but of Thomas Errington, possibly brother of William, and his wife
whose initial was "M™ we know very little. Broadly the papers

are concerned with the acquisition of land in the Portgate area

l. See Appendix XXII, DeP.4., DePo5,

2, "at the foot of Westgate Street" says one letter
addressed to him.

3. D.P.l.
4. D.P.15,
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for the making of the new road and while there emerge from the

negotiations numerous details concerning the price of hedging,
interminable wrang}es over costs and damages both real and alleged,

and even highly relevant facts pertaining t¢ the Wall itself, yet the
most recurrent topic, and one which occﬁpied the time of at least three
Trustees® meetings, was William Errington's claim for a fence bhetween
his "éut"l'property and the Military Road - apparently to replace the
Roman Wall which the roadmakers had demolished - and the trustees'

adamant refusal to supply one. .
The three papers, to which have been allocated the refererces D.P.2,

2a, and 2b, all appear on the same sheet and apparently belong to 1753.2'
The first (D.P.2) is a note from Lancélot Allgood to Tho. Errington
concerning an appointment in Newcastle., Errington uses the space left
on Allgood's letter to write to Douglas (D.P.2a), whom he addresses as
"Dr. Brother™ and a lady, probably Errington's wife, and whose initials
are M.E,, adds a few lines (D.P.26) at the side., As she begins "Dr.Br."

and ends "Yr. affectionate sistr.M.E."™ it would seem that Thos.Errington
was brether-in-law to Douglas to whom the letters are now addressed,
Thomas may possibly have been the father of the minog; John. Reference
is made in FErrington's letter to a meeting with Allgood, (No doubt to

be at Douglas' place of business),to an enclosed map, and to the

fact that he has got all the depositions sigred and witnessed as

1. "Out" property and "inn"™ (thus) are equivalent to the modern
colloquial terms "inby"™ and "outby"™. "Imnn"™ .property was that part
of the farm usually in the vicinity of the buildings and which by
virtue of the fact that it was the easiest to manure, had had its
degree of fertility raised and its value correspondingly enhanced.
"Out" property being further away and usually on the perimeter of the
farm_received little or no stimulant and so was worth less, being only
good for grazing. '

2 The handwriting makes the year a little uncertain. It could be
1733 but, on balance, 1753 is more likely.

3¢ D.P.l5,
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well as he can wishe His wife, however, thinks it not proper for
him ¥o interest himself in John Brown's "affair", Bearing in mind
that Allgood later refused to vote against the provision of a fence
for Wm. Errington at tﬁe meeting of 6th Oct. 1754,1'it is more than
possible that the Erringtons felt that they could count upon his
goodwill and one can hardly escape the conclusion that if the date
of this and the previous letter is Nove. 1753 thenithe underlying
purpose is really the preparation and presentation of the Erringtens'
claim against the commissioners. The third note (D.P.2b) does not
further our enquiries.

The mext letter in the collectien (D.P.});that of 17th December,
1753, puts the matter of William Errington®s complaint, together with
the question of the value eof his ground, iﬁ the hands of the Attorney
and the following paper (D.P.4) which is endorsed Fﬁr. Donkin's
Reasons for the fence desird(?) by W.E. and ag(ainst ?) one ef:éarth"
and headed "Representation of Damage done to Portgate éut pasture
by the Military Road being made through it" could well have been
enclosed with DeP.3. Equally, of course, it could have been either
William Errington®s or Douglas' reply to Brown's observations in the
fifth paper, stating as it does that before the road was made the Wall
was a fence to some of the pasture, not merely a boundary, and could
have been put in order as such for 6d. a rood; there were plenty of
good stones in it which could have built two walls six quarters high
but now they have all been used for the road so that not only the fence,

1. D.P.lz.
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but fhe shel ter which sheep and cattle derived from several parts of
it, has been lost; further, Portgate out-pasture is not common ground,
no one but the owner having the right to set foot on it; in any case,
most of it has been under tillage at various times, as indeed are
several acres at the moment. It is really in this paper that we see
the argument between William Errington and the commissioners beginning
to develop. From the fommer's point of view the Wall was a fence or
barrier ard as such required a replacement at the Commissioners!' eipense.

Paper 4b is almost certainly a continuation of Paper 4 and is
merely an observation on the disadvantage of an earth dyke with quicks
since such a dyke needs supplementary material - only procurable at
great distance - until the quicks are sﬁffidiently grown. It could
be a comment of either Errington or Douglas on the remarks regarding
quicks in D.P.5a.

The next paper in the collection is of especial interest. It is
endorsed "J. Kirkup's (?) Accot of makeing the new Road between Portgate
and Grotiﬁétonl°(thus) Growx s" and is a veritable mine of infermation
although there is no hint as to who J. Kirkup might be, if indeed the
handwriting has been correctly deciphered. We are informed that in
this area the Roman Wall = which was the boundary between the Portgate
anl Grotington estates - was as high as two and a half yards in some
placesz'though other parts were lower and yet others entirely level with

l. Modern version - Grottington.
2. Which accords well with what we already know.
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several stones under the surface; that the old road lay entirely on
the north sidel°of the Wall; that the new road lies half on the
Portgate side and half on the "0ld Way" side; that, with the exception
of a small quantity, all the stones above the surface have been laid
out into the new road though some parts of it are of incorrect height
through none of the stones under the surface having been taken up; that
the stones thus lost would have made two dikes each seven quarters 2'high;
that the length of the required dike would be about one hundred and fifty
roods which would have cost sevensshillings and six pence per roods and
that the value of Portgate land.when the road was laid was eight shillings
an acre per year.

The second half of the document begins "an March 1754 Mr. Brown
said ...ﬂ.;..."‘and seems to be Kirkup's(?) notes on Brown's observations
concerning the north side of the road in the same sector. According to
these Brown had mentioned seven shillings a rood for a stone dike through
Portgate enclosed grounds; +the stones were higher to the (Grottington)
Fell side where Mr. Loraine had offered to build a stone dike at five
shillings pér rood ard agreed to make an earth dike with quicksets at
three shillings; Brown's offer was four shillings for stone thpggh.most
of the dike to be built on the fell could be of earth and quicksets.

It was also Brown's opinion that Wm. Errington's Fell grournd was worth
five shillings per acre, his enclosed ground ten shillings. In the
absence of detailed balance sheets for Northumberland for 1754 and *55,
le, And therefore cannot have been the Military Way in this
sector though it has been assumed that it was so inthe
vicinity of Rudchester.

2. In linear measurement "a quarter"” meant a quarter of a
yard. Shorter 0. EeDe
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the importance of these notes as a complement to the Denton Estate
letters in shedding light on commonplace proceedings and discussions
cannot be overemphasised.

The document designated D.P.6 gives no indication of its precise
date save that its contents would probably require te be known at an
early rather than at a late stage in the proceedings; its position,
like others in the series, is thus quite aibitrary. It is endorsed
"Substance of Clauses in the Act of Parliam? fof Miiitary Road relating
to Mr. Errington's claim of a fence" and is quite probably Douglas'
own notes, His observation from page 634 that power has been given
(to the commissioners) only to widen the road and not to make a whole
new road upon any person's grounds would seem to be contrary to the very
title of the Act}‘ in any case the passage on the page cited empowers
the commissioners"..... also to widen any narrow parts ...." mnot"only"
to do sd. Likewise his conclusion that a clause on page 636 relates
wholely to "ﬁodies Politick™ also seems to be inaccurate though he may
have found a loophole in the clause which begins on page 635 but ends
on 636 and which says first that lands purchased shall "be sufficiently
ditched or fenced out™ and then continues "aﬁd after the said Lands and

2.

Grounds shall be so ditched and fenced out veees® Other points that

l. "An Act for laying out, making, and keeping in Repair, a Road
proper for the Passage of Troops and Carriages from the City
of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne" and not, as
in so many other instances, "An Act for Repairing ecessese®

2, He failed, however, to convince the commissioners!
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he_makes such as differences being settled by a jury, convenient
notice given of what ground is wanted to be treated for, and lands
becoming part of the road only after payment, seem accurate enough,
although, even to the layman, it would hardly appear that an
overwhelming case had been made out in favour of Errington.l'

The next of the Douglas papers (ne.7) is something of an enigma
at firste It relates to the breadth of the Military Road though
the calculations are somewhat meaningless until one remembers that
the Surveyor (i.e. through the commissioners) had power to depart
wh;re necessary from the statutory width of 16 feet of metalling
or 27 feet from ditch to ditch. About one thing it is categoric,
namely that the width of the foundations of the Wall (in what is
presumably the Portgate area) was 3 yards, also that it belonged to
the owner on the south side who was obliged to repair it.

The eighth paper is endorsed "Rates to be paid W.E. per acre
for his ground used by the Way and per Rood for Fence sigred by
Mre Brown 25fh May 1754". Brown, however, makes it clear that it
is his private opinion that Portgate "inn" grounds used by the road
are worth nine shillings per acre, "out" grounds or fell pasture
five shillings; +that no more than three shillings per rood should
be paid for quickset or five shillings for stone ferce, and that for
stones which were infhe foundation of the old ferce (i.e. the Wall = W.l.)

1. See Denton Est. Letter of July 2lst 1752, page 26, where

agreements on fencing by some owners, who had given their
land to the commissioners, are mentioned. :



51.
there should be no payment. And these indeed, where appropriate, were
the figures upon which sums in D.P.10 and D.P.1ll were based. Only the
closing sentence, the signature, and date are in Brown's handwriting.
The remainder may well be that of Douglas.
The ninth of the Douglas Papers is endorsed
"Thos. Scott Tenant of Portgate his claim to damages by
making the Military Roads Copy of this delivered to
Mr. Brown 28th September 1754".
It is of immense interest, putting as it does the tenant's point of
view but placing no compensatory value against any of the items
mentioned; presumably this was fo-be done later. One item, however,
calls for comment, viz. |
"By watching in the Day Time to prevent Trespassers in
the Efgt pasture ?f Portgate from the t?me of the_North
Fence "thereof being taken down for making the said road
till Rebuilt which was from about March 1753 untill (thus)
Jure 1754".
Its importance will immediately be apparent for it tells us precisely
when the roadbtuilders were at work in this area. It will be further
noted that mgntion'of the rebuilding of the north fence has reference
to the east pasture, not to .the controversial "Meadow and Grounds in
tillage™ of D,.P,10.
The tenth paper is endorsed "Mr. Wm. Errington's Vhole Demand for
Damage by Military Road™ and headed "Portgate Grounds belonging solely
to Wm. Errington Esqr Taken up by thé Carlisle Road", There is some

correlation with D.P.11 (Conveyance of Ground), the two documents

lo i.e. the Wall.



52
agreeing in respect of the two areas of land involved and the total
value thereof, viz. £40.17. 6. but according to D.P.10 Errington's
total claim amounted to £173. 3. 4.  Several items however have
been deleted and as the very first of them -« £71.13. 4. in respect
of 200 roods of wall to be built alongside the larger of the two
plots conveyed - lies at the core of the argument then it would seem
that only the undeleted items (totalling £79. 2. 6.) were agreed by
Brown and the Commissioners. Ifrthis be so then the second anl
third items from the bottom of the sheet (i.e. in respect of Errington
and Loraine) which are preceded by a word that appears to be "Agre(e?)
are probably anticipated rather than actual payments, Wm. Errington
was to be a very disappointed man}

Next in order h;s been placed a document (D.P.1l) endorsed
"Abstract of Conveyance of Ground taken from Mr. Wm. Errington's
Estate at Portgate whereon the road is made" and which could not
have been completed without the information in D.P.10. Messrs.

M. Ridley, E., Collingwood, Wm. Bigge, J. Swinbﬁrn and J. Reay acted
for the commissioners, to whom Errington conveyed 2 acres and 22
perches of his "in" grounds and 1 acre 2 roods 17 perches of his
"out"” grouﬁds for the sum of £40.17. 6; - the Abstract bears neither
date nor signature.

In view of the fact that the only minutes (and then probably
incomplete) that have come to light of meetings of the Northumberland
Commissioners are contained in the Douglas papers, the next two

documents, because of their similar nature (D.Ps.12 and 13) hay be
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considered together., They appear on the same sheet endorsed
"Minutes of Transactiéns at Meetinés of Commrs'"'though whether
they represent the official minutes or are more properly minutes
made by, say, Douglas for his own convenience, is uncertain,
The proceedings at the meeting of Saturday Oct. 6th 1754 seem
to have ended in some confusion. Representing the commissioners
were Matthew Ridley, Lancelot Allgood, Edward Blackett, Herry
Ellison, Ralph William Grey; Wiiliam Bigge, John Williams, and
William Gibson who officiated as clerk possibly in the absence
of Tweddell. The business before them was Wm. Errington's
applicafion for a fence between his ground and the road at
Portgate, or an allowance to emable him to construct ene. Ridley
was'evidently late so that whenthe vote was taken the company
was evenly divided. Grey, Bigge and Williams were against;
Allgood, Blackett and Ellison apparently ha& some sympathy for
Errington so that the first positively refused to vote while of
the other two it cah only be said that they abstained. Gibson,
as Clerk, gave a casting vote, "not being asked", then Ridley
arrived and proposed they give Errington £10 for the
stones! So unsatisfactory was the outcome that a further
meeting followed on Saturday the 9th Nbvember.l' This, as
we have already néted, was édvertised as being on special affairs.

l., Though, as we know from the press (vide p.3T) anothef

meeting to examine the Treasurer's Accounts and on
special business had intervened onfhe 26th October,
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At least four commissioners were present = Edward Collingwood,
Ralph William Grey (again) William Bigge (again) and William
Gibson who once more acted as Clerk. Since three of these had
already voted against Errington®s application, hewever, Douglas®
renewal of it obviousl& had little chance of success. .As-Bigge
informed him very pointedly, a decision had already been takenT
and fo this they adhegegt | Douglas then pressed for a declaration
of their former resolution in writinévﬁieh Bigge refused. The
attorney made one more plea. Did they refuse to make or give
satisfaction in the matter of the fence and muét his client expect
none? Bigge remained adamant and though Collingwood and Grey
acquiesced, they took little part in the proceedings.

The following paper (No.l4) is a simple account of the amount
of fence neceasary between the road and John Errington's ground on
the north side of it, to which must be added 63 roods on the south
side. Thefe is a slight error of H5s. Od._in the total cost. The
paper has been so numbered since the information contained fherein
would be required at the next meeting of commissioners on the 30th
November, the minufes of which have been given the reference D.P.l5.
The decumentAs endorsed "Order 30th Nbfehber 1754 for payment to

l, If only four Commissioners were present the legality
of the proceedings was at least doubtful. However
Joshua Dbuglas is listed as a commissioner and this
was quite probably the attorney. If se, then he
would bring the total to five but it seems somewhat
irregular that he should sit as a commissioner and
represent a client at the same meeting! The ruling

that seven or more should act for %he rest doeg not
seem to have been kept very strictly.
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Mr. Loraine of Os 5: O: and Oz 33 O: per Rood for Dike and Hedge
to separate the Military Road from Mr. John Errington's ground™.
This meeting took place on the date stated when Allgood, Wm. Bigge,
R. W. Grey, J; Williamg, Joé. Douglas and Wme Giﬁson were present,
-and it was ordered that Robert Loraine, Agent to John Errington,
"an infant™, should receive a total of £154 to cover the cost of a
hédge, stohe wall, gates, and damage on his ground at Whittington
and Errington Hill Head. No doubt his Uncle William felt somewhat
embittered. |

A letter dated Tth January 1755 from Douglas to Donkin, agent
to Vim. Errington, compriées D.P.16. From the number of deletions
one ;ssumes that it was a draft and would seem to indicate that
Douglas still refused to accept defeat. He requires details
further to those already supplied by Donkin concerning the old.
Roman Wall, with particular reference-to the contents of the old
road fﬁom the east end of Little Whittington inn (thus) grounds to
Watling Street which lay ;longside the old Roman Wall. The
remainder of the letter has no relevance. Donkin's reply (D.P.1T)
is dated 24th January and enclosed the required information though
it is not to hand. Brown had called at Sandoe (thus) the previous
day to make an agreement but Errington, believing that Douglas
could get better terms, had requested Brown to negotiate with the
attorney, to which Brown had agreed. Erringten also thought that

a gate for the crossroad to Portgate Fell might be asked for,.
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Matters continued to drag on as shown by D.P.18, a letter
from Errington to Edw. Collingwood dated 25th March. Collingwood
had been present at the Commissioners® meeting of the 9th November
1754 but like Grey, had said ™little or nothing"™ though he agreed
with the decision then fakeﬁ. Errington may have thought him
sufficiently well disposed as to examine for errors the papers
enclosed with this letter before passing them to Douglas. The
enclosures were evidently a re-gstatement of his case against the
commissioners with Brown's reasons for refusal appended. The
issue was finally clinched at a meeting on the 28th Juné 1755
(D.P.19) when Wm. Bigge, Wm. Ord, R. We. Grey, Michael Pearson,
Richard Wilson and William Gibson were present. Matthew White
may also have attendeds Errington's application for a fence
"made along the Roman Wall™ through his out grounds at Portgate
ﬁas agéin submitted and agéin turned down for the simple réason
that ne fence should be supplied at public expense where, in the
commissioners' view, none had existed beforel

Errington at last capitulated. Douglas evidently wished -
to try another approach invelving the assistance of his client -
perhaps a personal hearing before fhe commissioners - but in the
next letter (D.P.20) and dated 2lst July 1755 Errington has no
desire to comply, believing that such an application will be to no
purpese. He trusts that Douglas can find some other method without

invelving hin. In any case he is going away on Tuesday.
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The next document,.D.P.2l, is very uncomplicated and, by reason
of its close connection with the paper following, is probably to
be dated to the hegimning of 1756 or the end of *55., It is
endorsed "Terms propos'd by Mr. Brown for makeing the Military
Road thro' Winshalls and from (?) Meadow Bog"™ which are part of
the grounds of Joshua Douglas within the Manor of Hensha#: We
can scarcely doubt that the Douglas in question is the attorney
or that Winshalls is the modern Winshields approximately half a
mile west of Twice Brewed Inn., Brown's terms are six shillings
per acre (thirty years®' purchase) for the ground uéed, three
-shillings per pood for making fenass and ditches on both sides
of the road, and fifteen shillings for each of four gates. The
terms thus offered were confirmed in the next paper, D,P.22, by
Wm. Bigge, Ro. Shafto, M. White and Wm, Lowés. The document is
doubly endorsed in different hands, firstly "28th Febry 1756.
Order for confirming Agreemen£ with Mr. Brown abt making Way
thro* Winshalls" and secondly, "28th Feb 1756 Order for Confirming
Agreemt with Mr. Brown abt Making Road thro Winshalls with The
Terms under Mr. Browns hand", - Presumably the terms had been
agroeed verbally first but it is all too obviows that the
ratification is signed by only four commissioners.

Such then, broadly, is the gist of the Douglas papers.

Dealing as they do with the difficulties and doubts of ordinary

le See page Tl belowe
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people, the day to day affairs of surveyor Brown, the personal
feelings of the commissioners, and the determined efforts of an
attorney on behalf of his client, they not only fill vital gaps in
our information but bring to the story an interest it must othersise
have lacked, and to which another pen must have done greater justice.
O0f the lack of information in the local press concerning the
roadmakers! progress and of the absence of accounts for the year
'54 and '55 we have already lamented, though the above Papers would
éeem to have come to our aid in establishing thet operations had
proceeded as far ag Portgate in March 1753 and were perhaps complete
in 175%4. Fortunétely, literature, in the form of Stukeley's Diaries

and letters, vol.}}' has a few crumbs to offer us. Of particular

interest are twe letiers from the Rev, John Walton of Corbridge

who obviously valued the opinion of the eminent antiquarian and who

lo Surtees Society 80.

2o The Rev, John Walton, the younger, was Vicar of Corbridge
from Jan. 1741/2 till his death in 1765, an office in which he
actually followed his father. Biographical details of both may
be obtained from the County History Vol.X, 1914, page 201f, but
there are also numerous references to him in Wallis"s Northumberland,
Vol.II, and in Stukeley's Medallic History of @arausius. Wallis
mentions the following as being in the possession of Walton :=
A silver coin of Nero found near Halton Chesters; a fibula dug up
at Rudchester; a "brass" coin struck in honour of the festival of
Mars; a coin of Carausiusy an abundance of coins turned up by
the plough and many "seals" of Roman work, apparently all found near
Corbridge; also an Altar to Astarte, found in Corbridge Churchyard
(another was unearthed at the same time to Tyrian Hercules) but a
footnote adds that Walton has since died and that his collection of
Roman and other antiquities have beendold by his executors to the
Hon. and Rev, Mr. Graham of Netherby in Cumberland.

Further references, especially to articles in Walton's collection,
can be found in Stukeley, Vol.I, ppe.7l=2, 128, 145, 175, 232=3, 248,
258,. and Vol.II, pp.l51, 155, 185f, note on p.193., Acknowledgements
te Professor Birley.
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had ebtained an introduction through a third party named Duane.,

1,
The first letter recorded is dated 5th Feb. 1754 but the opening
senterces make it clear that there had been earlier contact.
Reference is made to "The altar" without previous explanation amnd
also to the "new road". At this time of year, says Walten, little
is done upon it and though the Wall must suffer in consequence yet
"the goodness of the foundations will render it one of the finest
roads inthe nation", a remark hardly likely to find favour with
Stukeley.z'
Of course there would still be considerable remains, continues
Walton, where Wall and Road deviateds Finds had not been so
numerous as expected and, as there was plenty of stone in the wall,
the roadmakers had left untouched the "castle" (fort) and "tower"
foundations, the very places where most items of interest might be
expectede Since the next sentence refers to parts of the country
" which are less inhabited and cultivated and since he has already
mentioned areas where wall and road separate, likewise the good
state of the road*s foundation, we can probably conclude that the
sector he has in mind is that between Portgate and the North Tyne.
When considered in conjunction with the date, Feb.1754, this would
1. Duane., Wallis's Northumberland, Veol.II, p.l167
mentions a sculpture of Hercules found at Vindobala which had
logt both head and feet through the carelessness of workmen,
It was removed to Lendon by a "curious" antiquary, Mr. Duane, of
whom Stukeley said that he judiciously indulged a taste for the
elegance of those learned curiosities, in the midst of the
confinement and business of the law.
2, Cadwallader Bates, while owning that militarily the
road may have been well planned and certainly attracted a
considerable amount of trade and traffic to Newcastle, also

declared that for ordimary purposes there was not a worse
engineered road inthe kingdom? Hist. of N*land, 1895, Po265.
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agree well with the reference in D.P.91'about which comment has
already been made.

In the next paragraph Wlalton mentiéns having got some legionary
and centurial stones as though he had followed the roadmakers*
progress and rescued-them, since some inscriptions at first "were
broke in pieces". He had heafd that an altar had been found at
Benwell but not.many coins appeared to have turned up apart from a

hoard of about 3000(1) mostly of Magnentius and Decentiud® which
came to light about a mile ffom the Wall in digging for gravel. He
himself has a "counter™ of Vespasian. He will be obliged if
Stukeley will let him have his observations on the first-mentioned
altar and "upon No.l etc.™ though whether this refers to an
enclosed drawing of the altar or to some other enclosure, or
indeed to an earlier letter; is difficult to determine.

Walton's second letter to Stukeley is dated almost a year
later, 24th Feb.1T755 from Corbridge. It is clear that in the
interim Stukeley has written not once but twice to him and sent
him two books. That Walton has not replied earlier has roused
feelings of shame in him though he presents the excuse =
admittedly not a sufficient one = that he has been expecting
from Walwick some centurial inscripfions which have not yet

le See p.51 above.
2+ Prof. Birley repoits that he has never found any

other referance to this hoard which must therefore
be assigned to "Northumberland, unlocated",
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arrived. He doubts whether Stukeley would want any of these
small stones but he had nevertheless hoped that something befter
would turn up in the making of the road west of Walwick, though
all that had begn found, apart from centurial inscriptions, was a
small broken image of what he takes to be Minerva, Fron-
Carrawburgh, however, he had obtaine& a "Burcred"l' and this,
together with the date of the letter, Feb.1755, gives & useful
check on the progress of the roadmakers.

There follows an enquiry as to whether Stukeley thinks that
Pons Aelius can havé been at Corbridge or Chesterford and the
letter closes with the remark that Walton has not seen the Vicar
of "Simondburn", Mre Henry Wastalg'éince hearing from the
Doctor though he had heen in‘his'company some two or three days

before. Like Walton, Wastell too had an interest in the Wall

l. or Burgred, King of Mercia, Accerding to
Humphrey*'s Coin Collectors® Mamual, Vol. I1, p.413, there
had been a general decline in the coins of Mercia since
the reign of Offa. Burgred's are the rudest of the series.
Acknovledgements to Prof. Birley.

2. Properly spelled Wastell, the Reve, Henry, M.A.
For approximately half a century (1723 = 1771) he held
the living at Simonburn, one of the most valuable in the
country. Unfortunately, for more than 20 years he
carried on a litigation with his parishioners over tythes
at so great an expense that the living produced less at
his decease than at his induction. See Mackenzie, Hist.
of Northumberland, VolesIlI, page 238, also 1914 County

- History, X, p.101~2, for further details.
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and an entry in Stukeley®s’“diary dated 15th July 1754 records

that Wastell has dined with him and informed him that "they" have
destroyed the Wall entirely for many miles, the stones &éf which
they take and beat to pieces to make a foundation for their new
road. Some years previously he had asked a shepherd ‘o look out
for inscriptions for him and the man hed found him a dozen but
"having no great knowledge in these matters" he had not taken
pains to read them and still had many of them at Simonburn.
Stukeley®s advice was to give them to the Eibrafy at Durham,

The next relevant entry in the diary is that of 19th Oct.
1754 whiéh tells of a visit to Carlton House and an introduction
to the Princess of Wales with whoem he had conversed at great
length throughout dinner. To her he had praised the Northumbrian
Vall as the greatest of all Roman works anywhere for he had
travelled the whole length of it, taken drawings of innumerable
ingeriptions, altars, pillars and the like. Her Highness had

l. The following brief details of Stukeley's life are from
the Dictionary of National Biography. He was born 1687 at
Holbeach, Lincs. and took his M.B. at Cambridge in Jan.l707-8.

In May 1710 he went into practice at Bosten, Lincs. but moved
to Ormonde Street, London, in 1717 His M.De. came in 1719

His greatest friends were the brothers Roger and Samel
Gale and with the former he went on long antiquarian tours,
traversing the whole length of the Wall in 1725, In I726 he
moved to Grantham,

He took holy orders and was ordained at Croydon in 1729,
receiving a living at Stamford whither he took up residence in
1730¢ In 1739 he was inducted to Somerby by Grantham, but
from 1748 lived in Queen Square, London, also at his house in
Kentish towm. :

He had married Frances Williamson in 1728 but she died
1737« His second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Gale
of York, the father of Roger and Simon. Stukeley died 1765.
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enquired as to the length and dimensions of the structure and
Stukeley had made the most of the occasion to express his concern

"agt the havoc now making of this most noble antiquity by the
surveyors of the new read carrying on by act of Parliament,
who pull the cut and squared stones of the wall down, and
beat *em in pieces with sledge hammers to lay the foundation
of the road with ‘em, ani in a country abounding with stone,
and where the Roman road °still remains, if they take the
pains to seek for it, which would -much shorten their labor
(,thus),"'o ssee

His indignation, however, reaches an even higher degree in his

entry of 23rd Octe. 1754?' when he records a letter (admittedly a
copy of one he had sent in July to Dr. Hill) to the Princess. His
purpose is clearly to follow up the advantage he had gained in
reaching.the ear of this lady a few days earlier. Perhaps, even

in late 1754, it would not be too late te have the wanton destruction
halted and fresh plans drawn up could he but enlist her patronage in
the struggle. As existence of the road itself attests, his efforts

were doomed to failure but how better can we applaud his efforts

than by reproducing.the relevant portion of the letter. It runat-3'

"The honor your royal highness has indulged me, and the
discorse: in particular which we had on the Roman Wall

in Cumberland, imboldens me (to) address the present

paper to answer your royal highness*s questions to me

more particularly, and to engage your powerful patronage
to protect this most noble, most magnificient work, from
further ruin, not from enemys, but from more than Gothic
workmen, quite thoughtless and regardless of this greatest
wonder, not of Brittain only, but of Burope.

le i.ee. the Military Way.
26 POI41, is.80 Of Dia.ry.
3e Stukeley's spelling has been retained,
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A friend of mine ®who lives at the Roman wall, dining with
me lately, we had some discorse about its They are now busy
in making a new turnpike road, pursuant to Act of Parliament,
quite across the kingdem there from Newcastle to Carlisle.

He tells me he gave a shepherd, who keeps sheep in the open
fields adjacent, orders to pick up all the inscriptions he
could find about the wall, and he would give him 6d. a piece.
The man presently found him a dozen, some pretty much decayed,
others very legible. He purposes to give them to the library
at Durham, where already is a very fine collection of Roman
antiquitys, which I coppyed in the year 1725. I observe -
they are very elegantly cut, both as to letters and sculpture
of figures, but the prints of 'em in Horseley and Gorden and
others are very far from doing justice to them, they having
‘not the art of drawing. He tells me, now they are making
this new road, they have destroyed the old Roman wall for
many milese Their method is to take cut and squared stones
~of the wall, beat them to pieces, to make a foundation to this
new road, and this in a country where stone is every where
under their feet, for the country is chiefly a rock of stone.

Besides, there is a road made the whole length of the wall
by the Romans. It was the business of the surveyors of the
work to trace out this road. They would have found it pretty
strait, well laid out in regard to ground, and it would have
been a foundation sufficient for their new road. The late
learned Roger Gale and myself rode the whole length of it
in the year 1725, so I speak as an eye witness, and I write
with grief to see so little taste, so little judgement shown
by the public in this otherwise laudable undertaking. '

Surely it well became the wisdom of the legislature to
act with great deliberation in so important affair, especially
in regard to the preservation of this greatest wonder of Roman
magnificence, not only what is now left whole or in ruins,
but that ever was.

This mighty wall of four score miles in length is only
exceeded by the Chinese wall, which makes a considerable
figure upon the terrestrial globe, and may be discerned
at the MOON soceesne

This vallum of Hadrian's in Northumberland, was well
pallisaded, and was a tolerable security, whilst a compleat

le WVagtell,
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garrison was kept to defend ity but alas that was seldom
the case. The soldiers were too often called off to the
continent.,

Severus, the emperor who resided for some time and dyed
at York, was a great, wise, and valiant person. He, seeing
a true greatness of mind, projected and executed the mighty
work of the wall, built chiefly on the ground of Hadrian"s
vallum, This work is worthily called the greatest glory of
his reign, I add, of the Roman Empire. And is-i% not to be
regretted, in an age of building and architecture, that this
Brittish boast and glory should be destroyed?

Would it be misbecoming a monarch to visit it where so many
great emperors have been in person, more than those that I
have named? How carefully do the Popes support and repair
the ruins of Roman magnificence, well aware of the benefit
accruing from the resort of travellers to see them?

Must we send our nebility and young folks innumerable to
spend immense sums of money yearly in foreign countrys for
that purpose, and leave our own unvisited, but what is worse,
doomed to be destroyed, and that under a public sanction?

When Mr. Gale and I were there, we tired ourselves day by
day in copying and drawing inscriptions, altars, milliary
columns, basso relieves, plans of forts, ete., which I have
still by me, Numberless we left behind, not thinking they
were to be broken in pieces to make a road; that so little
sense of antient grandeur and learning should be left among
us, to take away even the temptation of inviting the curious
to travel thither! .ece..™

On the Rev. Doctor's observations concerning the Moon and the
Wall of China, and indeed upon the currently held view of Hadrian
and Severus, we can at least be charitables But as te his tirade
against the road and its makers we can only wish that his letter
had been dated some four or five years earlier, Even then, the
chances of his success in obtaining any diversion of the new

project would probably have been slender. Concerﬁing the

l. See above, page 26, comment en current views
of the new road.
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practicability of using the old Military Way, if Stukeley and
Gale could follow it in 1725 then surely ﬁhe Surveyors could
have done the same.in 1749, yet this road, throughout its length,
is conspicuously absent from the official survey.

Stukeléy, however, was not finished and though he returns
briefly to the éttack in his "Medallic History of Carausiusl'his
crescende came in a paper read to the Antiquarian Society on
3rd May 1759 when with all the force at his command he declaimeds-

"With what regret do we learn, that now in our own days,
the overseers and workmen employed by Act of Parliament, to
make a new road across the kingdom, along this wall, this
wonderful work of Severus the emperor, they demolish the wall,
and beat the stones in pieces, to make the road withal.

Every carving, inscription, altar, milestone, pillar, etc.
undergoes the same vile havec, from the hands of these
wretches. This grand work, the glory of the Roman Power,
the glory of Britain, the greatest work the Romans ever did,
this stupendous work, which, was it well known, would invite
all curious foreigners to visit it, along with the infinite
numbers of learned and antient sculptures, is thus demolished
by these senseless animals, under the sanction of government;
and in a country, where there can be no want of material s,
being entirely stone and gravel."™

l. See Vol.I, page 9, (1757) and page 135.
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NORTHUMBERLAND 1756, *57 and '58.

| These years have been considered as a whole since the source
material'fer any one of them is, by itself, somewhat attenuated;
Viewed over the three years, however, it assumes more solid
proportions, consisting of the accounts for most of 1756 and *57,
notice in the presé of a single meeting in 1756 but of considerably
more for '57 and '58, and finally a reference in the Journal of
the House of Commons in 1757 which we have already noted%'

" The Twelfth Account, covering the period between 3rd February
Qnd 30th- October 1756,was delivered at the Bar on 14th December by
Mr. Bigge as usual and ordered to lie on the table, It does not
greatly increase our knowledge since ocut of 26 entries no fewer
than 9, involving a total of £2300 out of £3103. 3. 4%. disbursed,
simp;i'say "Péid by order of the said trustees to the said John
Brown Sur;eyor on account the sum. of seesse"™ These sums vary in
size from £60 to £500 but, as is usual in such entries, we are
not informed of the pqrﬁese for which the money is required.z'

The roadmakéré,'who Qere in the Carrawburgh area in Feb.17555°
must now haye been well beyond that. point, perhaps a mile east
of the turning fof Shield on the Wall, where the new road aml the
Vallum part comﬁany and where the Wall's ready supply of stone was
l."See above page 19.
2. By contrast the Cumberland Accounts are much

more detailed.
3. See sbove page 6l.



68,

no longer available. Brown would therefore be at the expense of
procuring alternative sources. Four payments of £10 were also
made to him as normal quarterly éalary, and one of £20 to Tweddell
as yearly ditto. On 3lst Jan, Themas Lightfoot received £75.16. 5.
"being the balance of his account'™, and on 4th Apr. a further payment
6f £00. On tﬁe same day an entry of £3.14. 6. was recorded in
favour of John Richardson, Mason, for building conduits while on
May 29th aﬁd June 26th Thomas Layburn had payments of £20 on account
as "Undertaker of Bridges".

In August the sum of £21.15. O. was paid to Lady Blackettle:
for three roods and fifteen perches of ground made part of the road
and for damage done to her grounds, and a further sum of £23. 1.10.
to Nicholas Roberts for one acre and twenty perches used for the same
purpose. But the payment which.eclipsed all others was made on 12th
October to Thomas Lightfoot, namely the sum of £193. 4. 9%. "being
the balance for finishing the Road from the Town of Newcastle upon
T&ne to Carriers Gap". For Lightfoot this was literally "the end
of the road" though bridges were probably not yet complete, and toli
houses certainly not erecteds. Officially, therefore, even in -
Northumberland, tﬁe road was not complete and would not be so for
more than another twelve-month. The same account records two
further p;yments, one of £214, 0.10. to Mr. Wm. Gibson, "being
money paid by him to and to the order of Christgher Lightfoot

l. See above page 26, for possible cross reference,.
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Deceased as Undertaker of the said Road ..."'l It will be recalled
that Christopher Lightfobt, the original senior partner,had died in
17521'50 that this was evidently a debt of long-standing. It may
well be that in the earlier years there had been on some occasion
a sﬁortage of money at the commissioners? disposal. It would
seem, therefore, that Gibson, who was a commissioner and whq
sometimes acted as Clerk at meeting82° had come to the rescue by
paying the roadmakers. The other, and final payment recorded in
this account, is one of £1.10. 0. to wﬁ. Baird for damage done to
his ground by working stones out of his Quarry for the use of the
road. As the resources at the Commissioners' disposal over the
period reviewed amounted to £3,259.18. 5%., there remained a
balance of £156.15. le

Though we may be sure that routine meetings of commissioners
continued as usual during the year, only one, for 18th Dec. on
"Speéial affairs", seems to have been advertised in the Newcastle
Journal.l

The Thirteenth Account, which is the last available for
Northumberland, was duly déli&ered at the Bar by Mr. Bigge on
20th Dec. 1757 It covers the period 27th Nove 1756 $o 3rd Dece
1757 and notes in addition five ifems unpaide Out of thirty entries
on the éheet, eleven are "paia by order of the said Trustees to the

l. See pp.30-31 above,

2. See PP.53 and 54 above, He was also Undersheriff
of Northumberland in 1757.
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said John Browg on account eeese..'"™ and vary from £20 to £373,
making a total o £1449.16. 1. out of £2349.12. 3. disbursed by
the trusteess As is usual in the case of Brown, no indication
is given as to the destination of these sums and so, as before, we
can only sufmise that the bulk was spent on materials for the road,
toll houses, on haulage, tools, his own expenses in lédging, horsehire
-and the like. He also received'two half-yearly payments of £20 as
salary, and Tweddell one of £20 for thé whole year. Thomas
Lightfoot received a total of £15. 6. 6. in May and July but this
was for repairs to the road; John Johnson as "Undertaker of
Bridges" was paid £40 on July 2nd and on 3rd September 550%' both
"on account”", and is not mentioned again, though one of the items
remaining due after the balance had been drawn up was one of £150
"to building bridges, and damages done the Grounds of Private
Persons and for Repairing the Roaﬁ“! On the same two dates John
Gibson and his partner received £40.on account as undertakers of -
Haltwhigtle Burn Bridge and a further £52,18. O, as settlement in
fulle Also on 2nd July Thomas Layburn, so often mentioned in
connection with the bridges on this road, received £40 but is
described as "late undertaker", Another payment made on 3rd
Sept. was £65.17. 0. to Iahes Skaife for making three acres of his
ground at Temmondz’ part of the road and for making 229 rood of

le Almost certainly for work at the Poltross Burne.
See beldw page

2o New Temon, wheire the Poltress Burn divides
Northumberland from Cumberland.
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hedge at three shillings per rood. A weightier item however was
that of £159,18. B8, to Edward Bigge for fees and disbursemants "in
obtaining the Act last Session of Parliament",

On 12th Nove Thomas Armstrong of Fell Endl' received £5]1 for
four acres and thirty six perches of his ground made part of the
road, for hedging, and for any damage done and on the same date for
one acre, two roods and twenty two perches of his ground near
Chollerford Bridge, Robert Lowes received £31 and a further £13. 2. O.
for keeping in repair the hedges and fences made through his property; .
this was at the rate of two shillings per rood for 131 roods. Two
further payments were recorded on 12th Nov., firstly one of £7 to
Robert Lowes for damage to his grounds (exact location unspecified),
and the other to Mr. Wm. Gibson,z' "Undersheriff of the County .of

. Northumberland for his trouble in summoning a jury to
ascertain the damage done to the Grounds of Mr. Thomas
Armstrong by making the.Road, and for his Journey,

Horsehire, and Expences in attending the View, and

- drawing Jury Inquisition, .and for money laid out and
Expended in Entertaining the Jury on that view, the
sum Of eeoseefl8.12, 6,

The account cleses on 3rd Dec, with two payments, the first of which
was £116. 1. 0. to the Rev. Cuthbert Wilson for making.797 roods of
hedges through his ground at Walwick, and the second £62. O, 6..to
Joshua DougﬂasB' for two acres, one rood and thirty seven perches of
le A little over two miles west of Haltwhistle Burn.
2. On Gibson see above pages 53 and 54.

3¢ Almost certainly Joshua Douglas the Attorney. See D.P.21
or Appendix IX,
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his ground at Henshaw which had;been made part of the road and:
for making 271 reod of fences in the same ground at three shillings
per rood, The Commissioners' resources for the year had totalled
£2484+ 3. T. comprising a balance of £1560.15. 1. from the Twelfth
Account and three withdrawals from Gislingham Cooper of £1500,
£556;lé. Be and £270. 9,10 With expenses of £2349.12. 3. this
left a balance of £134e1ll. 4., hardly sufficient to meet
outstanding debts totalling £359. 6. 9 These were to John
Carrick (£19.11. O.), Thomas Erringjon;°(£3. Te 60)y and John
Armstrong (£36. 8. 3.), all for ground and hedges; +to the builders
of turnpike houses was due the sum of £150 while the building of
bridges, damages done to private property and repairs to the road
accounted for a like amount.

Tweddell's accoﬁnt was examined and allowed on 14th Dé001757
by William Ord, John Williams, Wm. Fenwick, Joseph Reay, Ro. Shafto,
Wim, Cooper, John Swinburn, Wm. Gibson and J. Douglas for the
Commissionerse

For this same year the press is more informative than for some
time paste There was a notice in the Newcastle Journal of a
meeting of trustees on 5th February on special affairs while the
issue of Feb.12th announced that a bridge was to be bﬁilt over the
Haltwhistle Burn according to a plan in the hands of John Brown of
Kirkharle, Proposals were to be submitted at the Moot Hall on

1. See above page 45:or D.P?s 2 and 2a.
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Sate 25th Feb, This work, as we have noted in the final account,
was undertaken by John Gibson and_Bartnér vwho received a total of
£92.lés. 0d. for their worke A further meeting, under the usual
heading 6f "Carlisle Road™ and again on special affairs, was
announced for the 9th April but on‘thé 23rd of the same month
came a dramatic change of heading. Notices now adopted the more
impressive title of "Grand Road from the City of Carlisle to the
Town .of Newcastle updn Tyne"™ and the first of these announced that
a bridge was to be built across the Powtross (thus) near Temmen at
the joint expense of the Northumberland and Cumberland Commissioners
and that undertakers should apply either to Brown at Kirkharle or
to Richard Waller'® at Brampton for particulars of dimensions..
Proposals were to be submitted on or before the 14th May. An
item in the minutes of the Cumberland commissioners of the same
date orders that their clerk and treasurer, George Blamire?' shoul.d
attend the next meeting of their Northumberland colleagues with
power to agree with them "Upon a plan for building a Bridge over
Powtross between the two Counties (to be finished this summer) on
such conditions as they shall think the most convenient." There
can be little doubt about the outcome for the Northumberland account
for 1757, as we have just noted, records two payments in July and
.zSeptember totalling £70 to John Johnson "Undertaker of Bridges",

1. Surveyor to the Cumberland Commissioners.

2, His expenses were £l, 3s. 0d. according to
Cumberland accounts. BEntry for 26th Nove 1757.
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while the minutes of a meeting of the Cumberland Commissioners
held on the 22nd October order the payment of £22.10s. 0de to
John Johnstone "in full for building half the Bridge over the
Powtross at Temmon." There has always been confusion between
"Johnsons"™ and "Johnstones" but the dating of payments makes it
seem likely that we are dealing with the same man. That the
Northumberland payments included work at "the Powtross™ seems
reasonable though it will be recalled that there was an unsettled
item of £150 for bridge building. If the Cumberland contribution
of £22;lOs. 0d., and there is no record of any other payment at
this time to Johnstone, was really half the cost of the bridge
in question then it compares very favourably with Haltwhistle
Burn Bridge for which payments had totalled just over doublel
In the absence of plans to guide us, however, it may be that more
work was involved.

Under the new headiné;27th Augustls Journall° bore the long=
awaited announcemént,>“As much of the said Road as lies iﬁ the
County of Northumberland is now completed and made passable for
Troops Horses and Carriages."™ Commissioners were to meet on 3rd
September to consider the location of turnpikes, tollhouses, etce
and to proportion tolls. They were also to consider measures for
the further execution of the Act("made in the twenty fourth year

of His present Majesty") for making and keeping the said road in

ls But not the Courant,
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repair. Just over six years had elapsed since its commencement
making the average amount laid per ammum in Northumberland: a
.1ittle under seven miles,

We have little knowledge of the outcome of this meeting, and
while ‘tollhousses are the subject of a separate section, we can say
that one of Northumberland's unsettled items in the 1757 accounts
was the sum of £150 for building turnpike houses, Notice in
Newcastle papers of the completion of the road was, of course, in
accordance with the provisions of the Act and on lst October in the
Journal (and Courant) came the announcement that the road within the
county of Cumberland being nearly completed, Commissioners were to
meet. on the 22nd to consider places for fixing gates and tollhouses,
to proportion tolls and concert measures for the further execution
of the Act. Again on the 1st October a notice in the Journal (but
not the Courant) intimated that in Northumberland the gates and
turnpikes were set up and that at a meeting on the 12th November the
proportion of the tolls td be taken at the several gates and
turnpikes would be considered and gatekeepers appointed. Who they
were, however, cannot be determined in the absence of records.

Two further notices in 1757 are of interest. On 19th November
it was announced in the Journal that any person(s) inclined to repair
as much of the road as lay in the County, or any part of it, for five
Years should'deliver proposal(s) to the meeting to be held on the
3rd December at the Moothall while on 3rd December a similar

invitation was issued to anyone willing to keep the road in repair
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between Harlowhill Bar-gate and Newcastle, or any part of that
sectors Proposals were to be delivered at the next meeting on
Saturday, 17th December.

During 1758 notices continued to appear in the press from
time to time. Thus we learn that there wefe to be meetings on
the 18th March, 27th July and 12th August. There was a further
meeting on the Bbth September to settle the Surveyor'slAccounts
and on other special business while that of the 14th October
would receive a report regarding the same account and appeint a
surveyor, obviously in succession to Brown, at a salary not
exceeding £20 a yeare Properly qualified persons willing to
fill.the office were to attend.and offer their proposals., Brown
had seen the project through from beginning to end and other
entries on 9th September and 11th November show that he had
likewise resigned his appointments with the Alnmouth and

Ponteland turnpikes.
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TTo
CUMBERLAND 1751

Of the Military Road in this county, it may be said that we
have almost a surfeit of source material for not only may minutes
of commissioners' meetings as far as December 1791 and from 1855
to 1877 be examined at the County Reécord Office at Carlisle but
most of those pertaining to the earlier period, together with
accountsl' and contracts are also duplicated at the Record Office
of the House of Lords, We know, therefore, that the meeting of
24th June was attended by twenty three Cumberland Commissioners,
of whom twenty were sworn2°that day and the remainder at subsequent
datess It was resolved that the offices of Treasurer and Clerk
should be combined, and that the treasurer should give security to
the Commissioners for the sum of twelve hundred pounds; further,
that he or some person deputed by him must make all payments for
work done on the roade.

Richard Waller was appointed as Surveyor at a salary of forty
pounds a year and the commissioners adjourned to the Bush where,
perhaps in more convivial surroundings, they then proceeded to appoint

l. Except that for 1753. Relevant documents pertaining to
both Cumberland and Neorthumberland were photographed at the
expense of the Dept. of Archaeology, Durham University.

2. In accordance with the provisions of the Act. The twenty
were Sir Philip Musgrave, Edward Hasell, Dr. John Waugh,
Henry Aglionby Snr., Rev. Mr. Wilson, Dr. Low (Archdeacon),
Henry Fletcher, Montage (thus) Farrer, Wilfred Lawson,

Wim. Millbourne, Fletcher Partis, Rev. Mr. Baty, Reve Mr.

Wardale, Joseph Nicolson, Rev. Mr. Jackson, Rev. Mr, Head,
Rev. Mr. Birket, Joseph Dacre, Henry Aglionby, Jnr., John
Brom. The Rev. Mr. Graham, John Brisco and the Rev. Mr.

Brisco were sworn on 16th July, 12th August and 9th Septe
respectively.



78. :
George Pattinsonl'as Clerk and Treasurer at a salary of twenty pounds
a year, his appointment like that of Waller, to commence the same day,
Midsummer 1751, Finally, having accepted Mr. Alderman Blamire as
Pattinson's guarantor, they instructed the Treasurer to send for
twenty five copies of the Act and adjourned the meeting until nine
o'clock the following morning.
On 25th. only eleven2'were present and they resolved
"That the making of the Road do begin at John Bowsteads house
at Stanwix bank. That it be Carried the whole way in as
streight (thus) a Direction as the ground will admitt. That
it go along the lane to Luke Fishes, Thence thro' Widow Bell's
Close by Draw Dikes, thro Draw Dikes Grounds to the Wood
bridge near Lancelot Clemisons from thence thro Mr. Hoskins
Ground to the 2 ashes in Crosby Lane by High Crosby, from
High Crosby over Newby Moor to the Rlver Irthing at the Ford
near Ruleholme.™
It was further resolved to advertise in the Newcastle papers that
the road would be contracted for by the mile and that all persons
inclined to make any part of it should apply to Waller who would
attend those wishing to view; they should deliver their sealed
proposals to Pattinson and be present at the Bush on 16th July.
Similar conditions were to apply to any persons willing to build a

bridge over the Mill Beck in Draw Dikes field,3°the bridge to be

six yards in width and each end to be as wide as the road,

1. The Bush was the house of Esther Pattinson. Relationship
with the Clerk has not been established.

2+ Sir Philip Musgrove, Dr. John Waugh, Montague Farrer, Joseph
Dacre, Henry Aglionby, Jos. Nicolson, Rev, Mr. Jackson,
Reve Mr. Wilson, Wm. Milbourne, Wilfred Lawson, Ed. Hasell.

30 See Sectmn of Hodskinson's Map (1774, ~ - 7% e e

"“\“
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The meeting was theﬁ adjourned tili ten o'clock on Tuesday,

16th July, at the Bush and notices to that effect appeared in the
29th Junet's issues of the Newcastle Coursnt and Journal and also
in the Journal of the following week. = At the meeting of 16th
July eleven Commissionersl'weré again present and decided to
contract for the making of the road from John Bowstead's House
at Stanwix Bank as far as the tw ash trees in Crosb& Lane, with
a group of partners from Yorkshire, namely John Byers, Thos.
Hetherington, John Hetherington, Isaac Byeré, John Byers younger,

and Benjamin Byers. The price was to be twelve shillings per

2,

rood“® and the Treasurer would pay to the contractors from time

" to time such sums as the Surveyor should certify as necessary
for carrying on the work of the rocad. The Surveyor was also to
provide hammers, shafts, barrows, gavelocks and any other tools

necessary. The records of the same date contain the formal

4e

agreement3° between nine of the Commissioners present agd Byers

genior and his partners. In additien to the terms already noted,

S+ gas to be completed by

the work as far as the two ash trees

l. Though not precisely the same eleven as on 24th June.

2. The Cumberland Commissioners regarded a rcod as seven
yards as.the agreement statess According to the Shorter Oxford
Eng. Dicte it might vary locally from six to eight yards.

3. See Appendix X . No mention is made of the retention of
any sun pending satisfactory completion of work c/f Northumberland
Appele

4o vizs Waugh, Grsham, H, Aglionby, Dacre, Farrer, Milbourne,
Jackson, Brown and Nicolson.

5 'which could also be described as to the west end of Park
Broom Lane as well as on the Crosby Lane and so were no doubt at
the junction of the two.
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December 25th and must follow the course directed by the
. commissioners or their surveyors. The width from ditch to
ditech was to be twenty seven feet and that of the stone work in
the middle twenty feet. Stones were to be broken to such size
as the Surveyor might direct and be laid to a thickness of fifteen
inches in the middle sloping to five inches at the extremities,
the whole to be covered with giavel to the satisfaction of the
Surveyore Ditches at either side were to be a yard wide or as
directed by the Surveyor and deep enough to carry water from each
side of the road. Drains comnecting one ditch to another but
not requiring to be arched were also to be the responsibility of
the contractors who had likewise to maintain their work for one
year following completion and xeave the roadfit for its intended
purpose, i.e. the passage of troops and carriages. The agreement
was signed and sealed by the partners in the presence of Pattinson
and Waller but the matter of a bridge over the Mill Beck = possibly
because of lack of proposals at this meeting - was not settled for
some weeks,

At the next meeting on 18th July, seven commissioners were
present and it was ordered that when the money granted by Parliament
should be made available by the Treasury it should be deposited with
the London bank of Sir Richard Hoare and Company, withdrawal therefrom
to be in favour of the treasurer at the written direction of seven or

1.

more of the commissioners. It was further ordered that, in

l. Within the provisions of the Acte
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accordance with the Act, notice in ﬁriting should be served on

the owners of ground through which the road was to pass requiring
them to attend the next meeting on Monday, 12th August, at the Bush,
to contract for the sale of as much ground as it might be necessary
to purchase. It was also placed on record that when thé contract
with Byers and his partners was made all the commissioners present
had agreéd that if the undertakers appeared to have an unsatisfactory
bargain at twelve shillings a rood the matter would be further
considered upon completion of the road. THis had beeh necessitated
by the fact that "the Persons who came out of Yorkshire" to contract
for the making of the road had oombined and demanded whét was
considered to be the exorbitant price of twenty shillings a rood

and in persuading them to accept twelve some such concessien on the
part of the commissioners had evidently been-necessary. The meeting
was then adjourned till 10 a.m. on 12th August though the signatures
do not quite coincide with those stated to be present. At the
meeting of 12th August, however, no owners are recorded as having
attended, which may well indicate that it had become only too
apparent that the acquisition of lands would not be quite so

simple a process as the commissioners had anticipated. Accordingly,
one of the matters that now.occupied thg attention of the meeting
was a request to George Irton, High Sheriff of Cumberland, to
empanel a jury of itwenty four to appear before the commissioners

at the Bush on the morning of Saturday, 17th August. Another was

the appointment of the London banker, Sir Richard Hoare, to act on -
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their behalf and receive their statutory allocation of one thousand
pounds for the year 1751, which sum a further request desired the
Lords Commissioners of the Tréasury to pay Hoare. Yet another
was to Hoare to pay five hundred pounds, after receipt of the
thousand, to the €lerk and.Treasurer, George Pattinson but a
footnete on the order, and dated 9th September, states that Sir
" Richard has refused to receive the money from the Treasury and
that Mr. Gislingham Cooper of the Strand is appointed in his stead.
The meeting adjourned till 17th August when it re-assembled with
nine commissionersl'present and ordered that the jury, now sworn,2°
should give in theif verdict on Septe 9th. as to the value of the

ground through which the road must pass.5°

On this date however
the eleven commissioners present deferred their order regarding

the jury till 2nd Nov. but a contract te btuild a bridge over the

.le Henry Aglionby Snr. ~ Wm. Millbowrne
Jos. Dacre Jos. Nicolson
Mountague Farrer Rev. Jackson
Reve Grahem John Brown

Rev. Birket.
It is not proposed to name those present at each
meetings These are given as good attenders,

2. "You shall well and truly and according to the best
of your will and knowledge assess and settle the value
of the lands and grounds now by you to be viewed, which
are necessary to be bought for a road from the City of
Carlisle to the two ashes in Parkbroom Lane. Seo help
you God."

Not ¥ill minutes of a meeting on 2nd Nove do we learn
their names.

3¢ No details are given as to which section of the
intended road is to be considered first. Presumably
this was settled verbally or left to the convenience
and discretion of the jurors.
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Mill Beck at Draw Dikesl'signed by the "undertakers", Richard
Bell, Arch Thompson and Jos. Robinson in the pfesence of Geo,
Pattinson and Wm. Dobinson, had their approval. Last mention
of this matter had heen on 25th June. Work was to be finished
by the following May Day in consideration of the-sum of £46.
On 2nd November nine commissioners attended, and, as nothing

but the names of the twenty four jurorsz°is.recorded, evidently

took no action but to hear the reports of the said jury which

Se

follow on the next page““ef the minmates. The reports are dated

l. See map opposite p.TT7, and Appendix XTI,

2 Thos. Gibson and Wm. Graham of Scaleby
Re Blacklock and Robt. James of Longpark
Hugh James and Rich Dalton
and Da. Palmer of Stoneknowe
Geo. Simpson of Barrow Close
Roes James of Scaleby Hill
Da. Littemer of Agmuswell (thus)

Geo. Graham of Riggfoot

Wm. Graham of Hallside

John Pattrickson of Low Knells

John Graham of Burnt Hill

Tho. James of Dikeside

Isaac Brown of Guilt Bridge

I. Graham of Edmond Castle

Abraham Bird of Hayton

James Dalton of Walbdy

Wm. James of Low Knells’ _

Thos. Grayson and Wm, Pattrickson of Howton Head
Ris Goodfellow of Corryfield

Geo. Graham of Scaleby

The list was signed by Geo. Irton Esqr. Sheriff,

3o A note at the foot of the second report fixes the
next meeting for Sat. 16th Nove. at the Bush,.
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24th Aug., and Tth Oct. respectively and show the assessors to have
begun at the intersection of Park Broom Lane with the line of the
proposed road and to have worked in the direction of the city,
first to "Luke Fishes" and thence to the house of John Bowstead
at Stanwix Bank; +the required information had obviously not been
forthcoming in time for the meeting of 2nd Sept. Ffom Parkbroom
Lane the following owners were visited and fhe value of their land
per acre is given in brackets:- Featherstone Nicolson (£18),
James Bowstead (£18), Alexander Hoskins (£30), ﬁenry Aglionby (£30),
Widow Bell (£35), Rev..Dr. Waugh (£40), Thomas Lowry (£40), Tho.
Lowfy of Stanwix (£35), Colonel Stanwix (£35), James Robinson (£35),
Thomas Sutton (£35)s In all cases the cost_of hedging is given as
12s. 6d. per rood. At the next meeting, on 16th Nov., the'eight
‘commissioners present heard two letters (no doubt already drafted by
the clerk) to the banker, Gislingham Cooper, one directing him to
pay three hundred pounds to Pattinson as soon as'he should receive
the thousand pounds from the Treasury.and the other authorising him
to pay ninety five pounds nine shillings to Mr. Edward Biggl‘ of
Lincoln*s Inn as the proportion for which the County of Cumberland
was liable towards the expense af passing the Act, and to retain

in his own hands the sum of fifty eight pounds thirteen shillings

l¢ Properly with a final "e",
2. Constituted as follows in an entry of Nov.8the 1751, in
the 1751=52 account with Cooper:=-

"Paid at the Treasury £ 3. 6o Tellers Fees and Civil List £40. 0.0.

Warrant * Qe 9 6. Auditor 6e 5.00.
Pells Office - fe 4o 6o Messengers 001064
' £58613.04

See Section on Cost of Road.
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paid by Cooper as fees in the Exchequer upon receiving the aforesaid
one thousand pounds. Both letters are stated to have been signed
by seven commissioners though signatures are not reporteds Of
much greater interest, however, was the third document to occupy
the meeting's attention, viz. the report of work done on the road
and now about to be despatched to Parliament. For somé reason not
readily apparent the roadmakers, like the jurors, had begun at Park
Brocm Lane on the land of Featherstone Nicolson. On his ground 28
roods had been made and on James Bowstead's and Alexander Hoskins'
18 roods and 81 roods respectivelys on Henry Aglionby's 11l roods
had been trenched and part stoned, likewise 26 roods on Ann Bell's;
on Thomas Lowrj“s'lo roods had been trenched and stoned and on Dr.
Waugh'*s 10 roods trenched but only part stoned, making a grand total
of 127 roods or 889 yards finished and a further 157 roeds or 1099
yards begun. The report concludes by explaining that as advice had
only been received in that day's post that the money.sanctioned by
Parliament was now in the hangs of Gislingham Cooper and. that
consequently none had yet been received by the treasurer, no accounts
of payments and disbursements could yet be sent nupy it was signed by
the eight commissioners present.1° That discord over the price
offered for ground had arisen in at least one quarter is appareht

24

from the buginess of the next meeting which was held on 21st December
l. H. Aglionby, J. Brisco, M. Farrer, Jos.Dacre, Wim. Millbourne,
R. Wardale, Wm. Jackson, Jos. Nicolson.
2. Copies of orders promulgated at meetings between 21st Dec.l751
and 2lst Sept. 1754, were obtained from the Military Road Mihute
Book by courtesy of the staff of the Cumberland Record Office at
Carlisle, where : book may be inspected.
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and when it was recorded that Alexander Hoskins; whose ground must
have lain towards the eastern limit of the present area of operations,
had refused the terms offered in respect of both land and hedges.
The Commi ssioners, however, werz in no mood to argue and directed
that Hoskins' receive written notice s
Meeeeesto come and receive from George Pattinson our Treasurer
the sum of eighty six pounds six shillings and threepence for
the ground lately belonging to the said Alex. Hoskins and now
© taken in and made part of the Military Road and for making new
Hedges, being the sum appointed by a jury for that purpose.”
What thebutcome of the matter was we camot be certain but since there
is no further alliasion to Hoskins in the mimutes it seemsilikely fhat
he concurred, however, unwillinglyy At the same meeting the
Commi ssioners availed themselves of their right to make a bemporary
raadl'for general use in order that work might proceed unimpeded upon
its permanent counterpart and Waller the surveyor was accordingly
instructed to mark out such a road from Luke Fish®s house to the
Tythe Barn at Stanwix passing over the respective grounds of Henry
Aglionby, Thomes Sutton and Thomas Lowry. The conclusion would seem
to be that in this sector the course of the new military road was to
be along vwhat was already a wel l-established tracke The meeting
l. The Act permitted.the Commissioners to make "....é road
or way through over, or along, any grounds adjoining to
any narrow or ruinous part or parts of the said road hereby
intended to be made and kept in repair ce.es.. to be made
use of by all passengers with horses, coaches, carriages,
or otherwise, as a publick highway while the said narrow
or ruinous parts of ‘the said intended road are making,
mending or repairing, and until such time as it shall be
convenient and safe for passengers and cearriages to travd

and go along the said road intended to be made, mended or
repaired, and no longer."
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then ordered the treasurer to pay Thomas and John Hetherington
forty pounds in part for the work done between Bowstead's house
at Stanwix Bank and the lane leading to Low Crosby, and'adjourned
till 18th January,

While it is unfortunate that we domot have the Cumberland
Commissioners? Accounts as submitted to Parliament for the years
1751, '52 and 53, we do have their meticulously=kept records of
meetings and as these usually include details of principal paymente
authorised the loss is not so great as it might otherwise have been,
Mention has alpeady been ﬁade of such disﬁursements as are recorded
for 1751 but it must also be noted that while Cooper had been
authorised to issue £300 £o Pattinson es well as to pay Bigge
£95¢ 9« 0. and retain the Treasury fees of £58,13. O,, withdrawals

for December 1751 totalled £800.
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CUMBERLAND 1752

Eight commrissioners attended the meeting of 18th Jamary when
the principal resolution was that Mr. Jos. Nicolson should settle:
"the several proportions" of the Pridge which they intended té build
over the Irthing at Rule Holme (thus) and that the clerk should send
the details to those who had already signified theif.interest in the
project with instructions to lodge their propoéals before the next
meeting. ‘This is the first order with reference to the Irthing
bridge though it is always possible that discussion had already
taken place. _

February'é meeting was held Bn the eighteenfh of that month
vith nine‘commissioﬁers present. Thr;e important orders were made.
First, the Clerk was instructed .to draw up "a memprial"'to the Lords
of the Treasury for Cooper to receive the thousand pounds granted by
Parliament.l° Secand, that a contract be made with William Lowden,
James Bowman, and Joserh Greenhow for building the Irthing bridge
and that Mr. Millbourne should draw up a proper contract to be
executed at the next meeting. Meanwhile a provisional agreement
was signed by the contractors Lowden and Bowman to do the work for
£340 provided that sufficient rock could be found within six feet of

2.

the surface™® to bear the weight. Should it net, then the

commissioners were to provide a frame of wood or contract with the
l. This was sent off the same day though Cooper did not

draw the mondy until 8th June.
2s In the bed of the river, "when the same is Low in Summer"



89,
partners to do so, provided that a reasonable price could be agreed,
The third order was that an advertisement be placed in the Newcastle
papers to ‘the effect that proposals would be received at the next
meeting for making the road from the two ash trees in Park Broom Lane
to the Ruleholme Bridge and from there to the lane at the east side
of Burrymoor.1° On 14th March, %ith twelve commissioners present,
it was decided to contract for this work with John Rhilton‘of Bows
(thus) and his partners at seventeen shillings a rood. The formal
ocontract in respect of the bridge was accepted but Lowden and his

partners were also bound in ‘the sum of £400.2’

Other business
included the appointment of Rev. Christopher Musgrave as commissioner
in place of Sir Alfred Lawson, deceased, and the payment of forty
pounds to the original contractors for work on the road as far as
Park Broom Lane end. The meeting waé adjourned till 2lst Mafdl,
"and with no business reported-on that date,.further adjourned till
9th April,

Response to the advertisemeﬁt for contiming the road on its
second stage had obviously been disapointing and so at the first

meeting in April it was decided to re-advertise..

It is equally obvious that Railton had repented of his original

lo Seems to have applied to the area east of the Irthing
and in the neighbourhood of Hollinstone.

2. Both agreements appear as Appendices XII and XIIa.
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bargain for he appeared at the next meeting oﬁ 25th April and
refused to keep the agreement. He may have begun the work, for
Waller the surveyor was now charged with the task of finding someone
to continue casting the road from High Crosby to the Ruleholme
bridge and from there to Hollin Stone, also to attend the next
meeting on the 12th May, Waller apparently had no success for an
order at the meeting of 6th August makes it clear that Railton is
busy on Irthing Common. A further fifty pounds was ordered to be
paid for work on the Staﬁwix-Park Broom sector,

The May meeting ordgred the payment of firty pounds for work
on the Irthing Bridge and accepted two documents, one a petition to
the Lords of the Treasury to pay the sum of one thousand pounds to
Cooper and another éuthorising Cooper to receive it on their behalf,.
The meeting of 20th June likewise concerned itself with money,
ordering the treasurer to draw fife hundred pounds from Cooper
and to.pay sixty pounds and fifty respectively to the original
o ntractors (the Hetheringtons) and to the Irthing bridge contractors
(Lowden and Partners). |

There was no meeting in July but at that of 6th August a useful
check on progress is provided by an order to thesurveyor to inform
three commissioners that they might view the roadthen in making over
Irthiné Common before Railton applied the gr#vel. Richard Bell was
to have forty six pounds for building the bridge over Draw Dikes Mill

Dam, plus another five for going more than a mile further than expected
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to get stones. Lowden (hepe spelled "Lowthian"™ and sometimes
elsewhere as "Louden") and the Hetheringtons were to have a further
fifty each vhile the treasurer was directgd to draw a further three
hundred poundse.

A second August meeting on 29th was attended by twelve
commiasioners but gpp#rently had nofhing of importance to discuss
and adjournéd till 14th October, when eight attended. They
directed the clerk to insert in the Newcastle papers notice of
their intention to choose a successor to Richard Gilpin (deceased)
and the treasurer to pay Railton fifty pounds for work on Irthing
Common and Hetherington and Byeré twenty for work on their sectore.
At the November meeting (18th) Andrew Hudlestone of Hutton John was
elected and authority given to pay Hbtherinéton a further twenty
pounds. | |

At the last meeting of the year on 16th December, the seven
cémmissioners presentl' signed, for presentation to Parliament, an
account of progress to date. Two miles and fortf seven roods have
been completed between Carlisle and the end of Park Broom Lane; the
stone bridge.at Draw Dikes is finished; +two miles of road, one on
each side of the Irthing, have been contracted for but not finished
(though part is stoped) because of the hadness of the weather; <two

l.' He. Aglionby, M. Farrer, J. Stanwix, W. Milbourne,
R. Graham, R.Wardale and J. Nicolson.



924
hundred and eighty nine roods are also trenched ready for stoning
on Irthing Moor. Scarcity of materials between the two ash trees
at the end of Park Broom Lane and the east side of Burrymoor, the
wetness of the season, and the difficulty of arriving at reasonable
terms with contractors account for the slow progress; they have
also contracted for a bridge over the River Irthing but have
apparently been hampered by the ignorancé of the workmen in not
laying a proper foundation for the pillar and by the violence of
the floedsy however, they have sufficient security &oloblige the
_contractors to complete the bridge in & workmanlike manner and
hope to be finished by the following summer,
The same report certified that the accompanying orders,

contracts and agreements were true copies.
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CUMBFRLAND 1753

The first meeting took place on 17th February, attended by
ten commissioners., Nothing is reported éave adjournmént o
17th March but appended after the commissioners'! signatures is
an snnouncement, either to be exhibited in some public place or
to be inserted in the press, that it is intended to build a stone
bridge over the beck at Low Crosby and those interested are to hand
in propesals before the next meeting; Waller will show where the
bridge is to be built.

The March meeting adjourned itself until 23rd April when with
fourteen commissioners present, the treasurer was ordered to pay
Railtqn fif4y pounds for work on Irthing Moor. Huddlestone and
Reve Charles Smallwoed took their oath, Smallwood being.one of the
original commissioners named in the Act. The meéting then adjourmed
till 17th May when, again with no business recorded, it further
adjourned till Tth June. Even then it must have been brief with
enly two orders to the treasurer to pay the Irthing bridge contractor
fifty pounds and Hethefington and Partners fifteen pounds eight
shillings and four pencee.

On 12th July with thirteen commissioners present, proceedings
must again have been short with, once more, two orders to the
treasurer. First, he was to draw five hundred pounds froﬁ Cooper
and, second, to gef in by a week the following Saturday, the bills

for damages of all people from Stanwix to Linstock who had allowed
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the contractors to go through their lands. Nb.business‘was
. reported from the next meeting on 11th August, save an adjournment
till 3lst instant and on that date a further adjournment until 18th
September, On that date, with eight comuissioners present, the
treasurer was ordered ‘to pay Richard Bell eleven pounds five
shillings for making nine drains on Irthing Moor and Brampton |,
Park and to draw'a further four hundred pounds from Cooper. &e
was also to ﬁay John Johnstone twenty pounds in part for making the
bridge at Low Crosby.l' On 18th October Johnstone was allowed a
similar sun, in settlement for having completed the bridge, and
Railton two hundred pounds for making the ro#d toward Brampton,
Lowden was to receive eighty pounds in respect of the Irthing bridge
and Waller, the surveyor, was instructed to get the road trenched
beyond Brampton as far as possible that winters At the November
meeting (3rd) the treasurer was ordered to pay Bigge's.bill of
eighty four.pounds and five pence for attendance at the Houses of
Lords and Commons during theyear. Further orders were given thgt
all accounts were to be sent to Parliament that day and that the
clerk should send a precept signed by the commissioners to the
High Sheriff to summon a jury of twenty four to value the ground
and new hedges required where the road was now made from Linstocks .

1. This is the first mention in the Cumberland records of

Johnstone but see above on 17th March, p.93 , on bridge
and again above on page T4 on Johnstone,

,
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to Ruleholme, A deélamation dated 10th November (and following
the orders of that montht*s meeting) recalls the promise made to
the original contractors, Hétheringtqn and Partners, that if they
ap peared to have a hard bargainx; their agreement would receive
further consideration. Accordingly, they were now allowed a
further fifty sevén pounds ten shillings. On the same day the
Hétheiingtens (Thomas and John) gave their written promise to.
maintain and repair forty rood of the road made by them from Lanty
(iece Lancelot) Clemison's to the two ash trees at Linton Lane end
of the farm for three years.

At the meeting of lst December it was ordered that the jury,
now sworn, should give in their verdict on Saturday 27th instant,
also that the treasurer should pay Richard Bell nine pounds ten-
shillings for making six drains on Irthing Moor and near Low Crosby.

The last meeting for nearly three months took place on 22nd
December with only five commissioners presents They received the
names of the twenty four jurymen empanelled of whom seven had served
onfhe previous occasibn.2° It wa; ordered that they should receive
three pounds (shared aﬁong them, no doubt) for their troubie, also
that the clerk should advertise in the Newcastle paperé for any
person(s) willing to make the section of road from Burrymoor End to
Brampton. = Proposals were to be lodged by the next meeting which was
to be held on 16th March.

l, Seeé above page 8l.
2o, See above page 83,
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So eﬁds the record of meetings and orders for 1753. . It is
to' be regretted that the commissioners? summary of-their
achievements, which is most likely to have existed and been
sent to London in November, has not survived., The impression

can hardly be avoided that progress had been somewhat disappointing.'
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QJ MBERLAND 1754

Despite their recess of nearly three months, the commissioners
apparently had little to occupy their time when the March megting
_ took place. Of the .nine commissioners present,l° four were
clergymen; ‘the Dean of Worcester also attended, perhaps as a
guests A note says that they signed a petition, presumably to the
Lords of the Treasury to release the fwu thousandpounds voted this
year by Parliament, and also a letter of authority to Cooper to
receive the money on their behalf.2° They then adjourned $ill
20th April when, with the Dean again present, they ordered the
treasurer to pay Lowden twenty pdunds for work at the Irthing
bridge and further adjouined for a month.

On 18th May, eight commissioners met and issued a number of
orders: first that the surveyor should begin immediately to get
the road trenched from Closegill to Temmon (?) and to the river at
Powtross (thus); second that the treasurer should draw five hundred
pounds from Coopers third that Bell should be paid £6,10. 0. for
making drains in Brampton Park; fourth that Biége should receive
sixty three pounds three shillings and four pence for his charges
for the yearjy fifth that the surveyor should immediately set
people to work to trench and make that part of the rcad frem

l. H. Aglionby, J. Brisco, Wm. Milbourne, M. Farrer,

Jeo Nicolson and the Revs. E. Birket, R, Graham,
R Wardale and W. Jacksen.

2o It will be recalled that in 1754 and *55 Cumberland
received double the previous grant of One thousand
poundse S
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Burrymoor to Bramptonl' and finally that the meeting should be
adjourned till 8th Juns. By contrast only one order, apart
from adjournment till 13th July, was issued, namely that John
Nowell (who has not been mentioned previously) should receive
“sixty four pounds five shillings for 514 roods of new hedgs made
in Brampton Park,
In July authority was given to the treasurer to draw one
thousand pounds from Cooper and to pay Lowden and Partners forty
pounds in full for making the Irthing bridge, and a further
eighteen pounds fourteen shillings for additional work ordered
by the commissioners, Lowden had e#idently finished the bridge
in"a workmanlike manner" despite his unpromising start.2°
Railton and Partners were to receive three hundred pounds, in
part, for ﬁork done between Irthing Moor and Crosby Lane and
Nowell sixty pounds on account for making the reoad near Brampton -
the first intimation that he was engaged on road-making as well as
on hedging though the agreement with him follows the orders of the
second August meeting. With this month the balance sheets that
have been preserved commence but Railton received no more than a
l, "...set people to work ... from Burrymoor to Brampton ..."
Perhaps to fulfil their gtatutory obligations. Such a
course had evidently been considered at the meeting of 15th
Septe 1753 when Waller was instructed to give notice to the
Surveyor of the Parish of Crosby that he must furnish an
exact list of all those liable to rppair the roads in that
parish so that they could appear at the next meeting and bve
employed in doing statute work on the road approaching
Brampton. The order, however, was deleted.

2. See report at close of year 1752,
The bridge is inscribed "This Bridge was Buili at the

Charge of the Government. Begun in 1753 Undertakers

W, Louden, Jos. Greenhow ee " Ralslng of the road surface
had probably obscured Bowman®s naiies’- L3O,
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total of onehundred and seventy onepounds fifteen shillings that
month = perhaps because of shortage of funds. Thus accounts and
orders issued at meetings are not always in complete agreement and
small amounts usually appear only in the former. The meeting waé
adjourned till the seventeenth instant when, with seéven commissioners
present, the treasurer was or&ered to pay Nowell and his pa;fners one
hundred pounds, on account, for work on the road near Brampton. An
agreement follows, signed by seven commissioners, with Tho. and John
Hetherington, Richard Bell of Brampfon and apparently John Nowell for
making theroad from Cumcatch Gate on Brampton Common, by Brampton
Milns (thus), through the Barns Farm, and over Capon Clugh ((thus)
to Turtoy Gate and to Scarrow Hill, at ninetgen shillinés a roode
Three bridges are alsc to be made, two at the Milns and one at
Capon Clugh for eighty pounds by the same contractors.

The next meeting occurred on 9th August énd was adjourned till
24th instant when it was ordered that Nowell should receive eighty
pounds, in part, for work done in Brampton park. On 2lst
September, with seven commissioners attending, the treasurer was
ordered to pay Railton and partners two hundred pounds, in part,
for work on Irthing Moor and thé surveyor to complete as soon as
he can the sector from "the end of the road now finished to'Stanwix

Bank to the end of Priest Beck bridge™ and to increase its width to
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nine yards;l' he is also to set up good-oak posts on each gide of
the said causeway. The next meeting was held on 19th October when
the only order was an adjournment until 23rd November but a note is
added that all copies of contracts and accoqnts were signed that day
and ordered to be sent to Parliament as usuale The account for thst
year, however, continued to the day of the above adjournment. There
follows the usual declaration as to the accuracy of the copy of the
account forwarded and a report of the work completed to date. The
roadhas been finished from Carlisle te Brampton Eﬁwn Foot; they
have contracted for four hundred roods of road from Cumcatch Gate
to Scarrow Hill and for the mak?ng of three bridges between those
pointsy +the same sector is all trenched, stoned and broak (thus),
only awaiting the final covering of gravel and the completion of .
the bridges; the remaining part of the road within the county,
i.e. east from Scarrow Hill, is also trenched, éténed and "broak"
except for some one hundred and five roods; three.stone bridgés
have been completed but there is a section df abou£ three hungred
roods from Brampton Town Fboi:tg Cumcatch Gate not yet cogtracted
for but which, when done; will complete the whole road witﬁin the
County of Cumberland.
At this point it might be stated that even if the Commissioners
l, The order, as stated, is not easy to understand. Work
in the Stanwix area had been finished for some time,
but, as the original contract only stipulated a width

of twenty feet, this may have been found to be too
narrowe
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appeared to be satisfied with progress, their satisfaction was
by no meens universal and it would be another three years before
they could report that the road had bheen completed. The Newcastle
-Journal of 6th July, 1754, spéke very forcefully upon the subject
in the following termsz-

"Rezhear from Carlisle that the Military Road now making at

‘the public expense from that city to Newcastle will scarce

be finished so soon as was expected, that part of it which

lies in the County of Cumberland is going on very slowly;

and, in proportion to what hath already been made of that

Road, more money will be required to compleat that part of

it which lies if Cumberland than that part which lies in
Northumberland, *it being double the length of the other part
which lies in Cumberland., We are also informed that several
of the Turnpike Acts which have been obtained for repairing
the roads in Cumberland are far from answering the expectations
of the publici the country in several parts being burdened
with tolls, while the roads still remain in a ruinous condition,
which creates such discontent that very little money can be
borrowed on the credit of the tolls, and that only at the
highest interest. .

. eesssolt is suggested that management of these roads be put

in hands of those Trustees who will lend esesssnse the money
Nnecessary eeeceee
eeeseoIf something is not speedily. done the County will be much
exasperated against those who oblige them to pay their money
without having anything done for it."
At the meeting of 23rd November, orders were made to pay Thos,

_ Hetherington three pounds ten shillings for damages to his ground by

leading -stones to the new bridge (Ruleholme, most probably) and to

various parts: of the road from as far back as 1752, and to pay John

le This proved to be incorrect.



102,
Harding of Ruleholme four pounds for damage to his ground. If
Hetherington were one of the persons who eriginally "came out
of Ybrkshire“l°fhen he would seem to have settled in Cumberland
‘since he now has ground near enough to the roadfo supbly stones
for it.2' It will also be recalled that he and John had entered
into a further agreement, along with others, to make another
section from Cumcatch Gate to Scarrow Hill. fhe payments now
ordered on behalf of Hetherington and Harding are reflected in
the next account which began 26th November 1754 and not 55 as
sfated onn the document, The meeting was adjourned to the first

Saturday of the following March,

le See page T9 above.

2. An order made later at the meeting of 13th
September, in respect of further damage,
informs us that his ground was in Brampton
Park and Hollin Stone.
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CUMBERLAND 1755

The account for 1754 is continued up to 10th January 1755,
the last recorded payment of George Pattinson who, apart from the
occasion of his appointment on 24th June 1751, hasusually been
referred to simply as "the treasurer", Hié death nmust have occurred
in the early weeks of 1755 for at the first.meeting of the year on
22nd March his successor, George Blamire, has already been appointedl°
without previous reference. It was now ordered by the seven
® mnissioners present that Mrs. Judith Pattinson, as executrix of
- the late George, should pay to Blamire the sum of four hundred and
three pounds three shillings and eleven pence halfpenny as the cgsh
in hand of the former treasurer. It was also ordered that Waller
should receive thirty two pounds'séventeen shillings an@ sevenpence
halfpenny to enable him to discharge several workmen employed by
Robert Rontree (thus) though up&n what particular task he was
engaged is not clear. Nowell and Partners were to receive thirteen
pounds sixteen shillings, in full, for completing 282 roods from
Brampton Town Foot to Burrymoor and sixty pounds, in part, for their
vork on 400 roods from Cumcatch gate towards Scarrow hill, Two
other payments, both small, were made to Thomas Lowry of Stanwix and.

Henry Aglionby for damage ddne to their ground. The same meeting

lo It will be recalled that an Alderman Blamire had
acted as guarantor to Patiinson at the latter®s
appointment. See pe T8 above.
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appointed Sir William Lowther of Whitehaven a commissioner and
trustee in place of Sir James Lowther, deceased, and desired
Governor Stanwix, a frequent attender, to acquaint Sir William
of his nomination.

The next meeting on 10th April made no order save to adjourn
till l9th instant when the treasurer was ordered to pay Joseph
Crosthwaite seven pounds fifteen shillings and nine pence for work
done on the road near Priest beck bridge, As there have been no
orders to advertise for proposals for scme time it must probably
be assumed that arrangements in respect of contractors were now
left in the hands of Waller.

The following meeting on l?th May sanctioned the withdrawal
of five hundred pounds from Cooper and adjourned +ill 18th June.

Seven commissioners.attended the. June meeting and ordered
payments of sixty poundsgfo Byers and Partners for work done between -
Scarrow Hill beck and Temmon, and of thirty pounds to Nowell and
Partnefs for work between-Cumcatchgate and Scarrow Hill. Blamire
was égain ordered to draw five hundred poundsl°from Cooper and the
meeting adjourned till 17th July. That month the commissioners
present instructed Timothy Featherstonhaugh, High Sheriff for
Cumbepland, to empanel a jury of twenty four who were to present

1. The accounts do not state whether the two withdrawals
ordered in rapid succession in iay and June were
actually made., Income for the year totalled £2941.10.3%e
comprising £403. 3011}, held by the first treasurer,

£538. 60 4o in Cooperts hands from the previous year,
and the grant of £2000 from Parliamente
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themselves to the said commissioners, or any others named in the
Act, on the 30th August at the Bush.
At the next meeting on Tth August the treasurer was ordered
to pay John Stephenson, Wm. Routledge and John Lowden thirty pounds,
in part, for work on the'three bridges between Scarrow Hill and
Temmon,l'and Byers and Partners one hundred pounds, also in part,
for further road work on the same sectore Railton was to receive
a similar payment in respect of the section from the two ash trees
to Ruleholme, Two other small payments were made the same month
for hammer shafts and for the painting of the wood posts between the
Wen and Priestbeck in respect of orders made at the following meeting
on 30th August. Nine commissioners were presentz' and further
instructions were given for the payment of another twenty pounds to
Stephenson, Routledge and Lowden and of sixty pounds thirteen shillings
and ten pence to Bigge the solicitore. Byers and Partners were to
receive a further forty pounds and the. treasurer was to draw one
thousand three hundred pounds from Cooper. The surveyor and
treasurer together were instructed to view and measure the amount
of road "stoned and broak" on Nowell's and Byers' contractse This
1. The first indication of the identities of the contractors
concerned. The bridges were at Scarrow Hill, "Low Birk
Crag", or "Birk Cragg", probably Low Row Bridge, and
"Temon". See Meeting, 15 July 1756, pel09 . The latter
bridge was probably the one now known as Marbleflat.
Temon (or Temmon) was probably the nearest hahitation
What is nowmarked as Temon Bridge (0.S.) is referred to in
~ the Orders as the bridge over "Powtross™ (Poltross)s
2o H. Aglionby, W. Milbourne, M. Farrer, Rev., W. No Jackson,

Reve Dre €. Musgrove, Rev. Re Graham, J. Nicolson, J.Dacre
and Rev. R.Wardall,



106.
may have been the usual practice but no previous reference to it
has appeared. Thefiames of the twenty four jurors empanelled
appear after the above orders,

At the following meeting on 13th September the jurymen weré
again awarded three pounds fgr their services which on this occasion
had been the valuation of grounds taken in by the road between
Scarrow Hill and the Powtross (thus)s For summoning the jury, a
bailiff, named William Harding was awarded twelve shillings.

Nowell and his Partners were to receive a further hundred pounds

on account and small sums were allowed te John Lowes and John
Hetherington for damage to their property. Arcaible (thus)

Frazier was to be paid twenty three pounds six shillings for
trenching between Scarrow Hill Beck and Temmon, eighteen pounds'

five shillings for making twenty one conduits between Cumcatch Gate
and Temmon, and four pounds nine shillings for work done by the day.
For damage to his ground at Draw dikes, Rickerby Atkinson was awarded
thirteen pounds.

On 30th October, eight commissioners attended that month's
meeting and apparently lost no time in putting into effect the
findings of the jury. James Skaife of Temmon, John Bell of élowsgill
(thus), Nathaniel Jackson of Low Birk Cragg, and John Laverick of Low
Row all received compensation for the loss of ground made part of the
road and further payment for making the necessary hedges through their

propertys With regard to the sector between Scarrow Hill Beck and

Lt
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Temmon, Frazier was allowed nineteen pounds ten shillings and ten
pence for trenching six hundred and forty six roods, Stephenson
and Partners forty pounds, on account, for the three bridges, and
Byers and Partners twenty pounds, on account, for making the road.
Nowell and Partners were to recéive forty pounds, on account, for
work between Cumcatch Gate and Scarrow Hill. For damages'to property
at The Walls and at Milluls° (thus) Fam small sums were to: be paid te:
John Lowes and Lancelot Clemison respectively and the meeting was
édjourned untill 22nd November at the Bush as usual,

The accounts for the year close on 3Qth Octoﬁer and it is to be
régretted that no reference is made to the usual report to Parliament
on ‘the éxtent of the year®s work. If such a report existed, it does
not appear to have survived. |

Seven commissioners attended the Novembef meeting and ordered
thet the treasurer should pay Joseph Gillibourn twenty shillings for
ground of his made part of the road, and Nathaniel Jackson twelve
pounds ten shillings for stones and bricks. It was reported that
.Sir Richard Hilton of Hilton Castle, one of the original commissioners,
had died and Timothy Featherstonhasugh of Kirkoswald was nominated and
elected in his place. The meeting was then adjourned until the
second Saturday in March 1756 and payments ordered at the November

meeting above appear in the 1756 account.

I, i.e. Mills or New Mills.
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CUMBERLAND 1756

The year 1756 is unusual in that no petition for a further
supply of money seems to have been made. As shown by the account,
Appendix s Blamire began the year with resources of One thousand
eight huﬁdred and nineteen pounds nine shillings and eleven pence and
at thé first meeting on 13th March, with nine commissioners in ‘
attendance, it was ordered first that Wm. Graham and Samuel Boustead
of Rickerby should receive four shillings for damage done to their
ground, second that Nowell should receive forty eight pounds five
shillings for meking three hundred and eighty six roods of hedge
from the New Mill Gate east of Brampton to the east end of Anthony
Richardson's Farm being all through the Earl of Carlisle's ground,
third that Railton should be paid three pounds five shillihgs for
damage to his ground at Towmnfoot near Brampton, fourth that George
Bell of Closegill should receive a total of forty three pounds one
shilling and ten pence half penn& for ground of his taken in by the
road and for hedging, and finally that Waller and Blamire should
inspect the bridge at Brampton New Mills and decide to what height
it should be raised though no indication is given as to why it was
considered too low.l' The meeting then adjourned +ill 27th March
when it ordered the paymentz' of William Hetherington for iron work
in connection with the road and of Byers and Partners, twenty pounds
on account, for work on the road between Scarrow Hill Beck and.Temon.

1, TFor the agreement, respecting this and two other

bridges see above, page 9%
2‘ £29 90 4"}0
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The following meeting, on 29th April, apparently had little
or no busineés to conduct and simply adjourned to 2nd June when it
wag ordered that Archd. Thompson receive three pounds twelve shillings
and gix pence for work (un.épeciﬁed) done up to that day, and Archd.
Fraserl°a total of thirtegn pounds fourteen shillings and six pence
for making conduits east of Brampton, for trenching seventy five
roods (at 2/4 per rood) between Scarrow Hill Beck and Temon, and
for work on the road between Cumcatchgate and Scarrow Hille At
the same meeting the death of the commissioner, Sir William Lowther,
who had béen appointed little over a year previously on the demise of
another member of the family, was reported and the present Sir James
was nominated and appointed in his place. — |

On 15th July eight commissioners attendéd and ordeféd the payment
of twenty.five pounds eighteen shillings and four pence to John
Lowden, John Stephenson, and Wm. Routledge for building a total of
three hundred and elevenlyards of additional stone battlements at
the Scarrow Hill, Birk Cragg and Temon bridges. They were al so
allowed twenty five pounds, in full, for completing their contract
in building these bridges as soon as they should enter into a bond
of one hundred pounds for maintaining them for éeven years from the
following Michaelmas (29th Sept.) in accordance with their contract,2°
a document which does not appear to have arrived. Other orders

l. Elsewhere spelled "Frazier",
2. Work was in process the previous year. See

Aug.1755's payments., See also Footnote 1, pe 105
above, re names of bridges.
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directed payment of one hundred pounds on account to Nowell, Bell
and Partners for work on the road between Cumcatch Gate and Scarrow
Hill, andto Byers and Partners sixty seven pounds, also on account,
for work between Scarrow Hill beck and Temon. For making gates,
John Tenniswood was to receive eleven shillings and four pence,
and Wm, Hetherington seven shillings and three pence for hammers.
In general, payments ordered and accounts ars usually closely
aligned at this period, save that officials' salaries are not the
subject of orders.

At the August meeting (17th) it was directed that Fraser receive
eleven pounds sixteen shillings'and ten pence half penny for work on
the road done by the day and that Byers and Partners'should have
thirty pounds, on account, for.further work between Scarrow Hill
Beck and Temoh. The meeting then adjourned until 14th September
when four orders for small sums in respect of damage to properties
were made.

At the same meeting a difficuit situation éame to a heads -
Railton and Rontreel’who weré responsible for the section of road
between the two ash trees in Park Broom Lzne and Burrymoor appear
neither to have fulfilled their contract nor to have paid their
workmen for some time. Their last recorded paynent from the
treasurer had been one hundred pounds on Tth August 1755 Previous
dealings between Railton and Rontree on the one hand and the

l. Probably prenounced "Rontree” in the Cumberland dialect.
The correct spelling would no doubt be "Rowntree".
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commissioners on the other may be briefly summarised thus z-

Following an adverfisement for proposals for making thefoad
from the two ash trees in Park Broom Lane to Ruleholme and thence
to the east side of Burrymoor it had been decided on i4th Marda
1752 (p. 89 )-to contract with John Railton of Bows (thus) and
partners, of whom the principal must have been John Rontree, at
seventeen shillings a rood. PFollowing what must have been a
disappointing response, or an unsatisfactor& state of affairs with
Railton, or both, it was decided on 9th April to advertise again,
apparently with no better effects Railton appeared before the
next meeting on 25th April and refused to keep his bargain but had
evidently agreed to finish the section from the two ash trees to
Hiéh Crosby since Waller the surveyor was instructed to find someone
else to continue the work eastwards from High.Crosby. In this,
Wallef may have failed for at the August meeting he is requested to
inform three commissioners (unnamed) that they may view the work
being done by Railton and partners on Irthing Common before it is
gravelled. This implied that Railton had carried on east of High
Crosby but that the quality of the work was such that it should te
inspected by some of their own members as well as by tﬂe SUrveyors
That the contractors, toe, may have had a difficult undertaking is
not disputed for the report for the year mentions specifically the
scarcity of materials in their area, and the wetness of the seasonj
there was also the difficulty for both sides of arriving at

reasonable terms.
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On 18th October 1753 (p.94 ) Railton and ?artners received
two hundred pounds for making the road towards Brampton, theugh
evidently some distance from that place since in July 1754 it was
directed that he be paid £300 for work between Irthing Moor and
Crosby Lane though he got only one hundred and seventy one pounds
and fifteen shillings and Rontree thirty pounds. According to
the accounts Railton received another hundred pounds on 9th Auguste
By an order of 2lst Septe 1754 ﬁailton and Partners were to be paid
two hundred pounds which, accerding to the accounts, he received on
23rd instant. Torse was to folleﬁ, for at the meeting of 22nd
March 1755 (pal03) Waller was ordered to receive thirty two pounds
geventeen shillings-and seven pence half penn& so that several
workmen employed by Rontree could be discharged, no doubt with
wages paid up to date. Their rate of pay must have been pitifully
small even ailowihg for the greater pﬁrchasing power of money at
that periods This, incidentally, was the first intimation that the
contractors employed other men. The next reéorded payment to
Railton is one of‘a huﬁdred pounds on Tth Avgust.

On the day of the current meeting (Sept.l4th. 1756) the
b;lance of their account now stoed at three hundred and forty four
pounds six shiilings and three pence half penny, they aclmovwledging
work to the value of twenty two pounds ten shillings to be unfinished.
This amount the commissioners retained with instructions to Waller

to enploy "proper persons™ to finish the works they likewise
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ordered the treasurer to pay all wages and debts due to the
vorkmen and others out of the remainder, Accordingly payments
of seventy six pounds eight shillings and three pence were made
to workmen and others and two pounds one shilling and ten pencg
half penny- to Isaac Bell on the contractors® account. This left
two hundred and forty three pounds six shillingq and two pence
which Railton and Rowntree did not receive until lst November,

Te return to the present meeting (14th Sept.) Byers received
four pounds sixteen shillings for making a side road of thirteen
roods and five yards from “the Great Road" down towards Low Row
at seven shillings per rood. This is the only recorded instance
of such an occurrence.

Archibald Fraser was also to receive eleven pounds eleven
shillings for trenching one hundred and fifty four-roods from fhe
west end of Nowell!s contract at Cumcatch Gate over Bramptdn Fair
Hill and the clerk was instructed to advertise in the Newcastle
papers the making of thefoad over that hill.

Of a more routine nature was the next meeting, on 16th October.
Eiéht commissioners attende%: most of them "regulars". Two payments
were ordered fbx the purchase of land, the second of which was for
that part of Crosby Holme called "Water Lands" which had been madé
into a gravel pit for the road. Two more were ordered in favour of

le H. Aglionby, Rev. Re Graham, J. Brown, J, Dacre, Rev.
We No Jackson, J. Nicolson, M. Farrer and W, Milburn.
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Archd. Fraser, one for making forty one roocds of road west of
Scarrow Hill Bridge, andthe other for work by the day. A small
account for seventy six hammer shafts was settled and another with
Peter Warwigﬁ for one hundred and éighty four yards of paving at
Scarrow Hill Bridge. Bell and Partners received thirty shillings
for filling up a quarry on Closegill Moor through which the road
passed and for forming eight roods of road.

The payments for 1756 close on lsf November with the previously
mentioned payment of two hundred and forty three pounds six shillings
and two pence to Railton and Rontfee for making the road hetween the
two ash trees in Park Broom Lane to Burrymoor. The year ended with
cash in Blamife’s hands on 5th November to the tofal of eight huﬁdred
and.thirty nine pounds and with a further sum of one hundred and eight
pounds one shilling and ten pence in Cooper's hands.

Two further meetings took place,'the first on 6th- November, A
small paymént was made for the purchase of a further piece of land in
Crosby Holme, again maﬂe into a gravel pit, and another payment of
sixty pounds to Nowell and Partners, on account, for making the road
and three bridges between Cumcatch Gate and Scarrow Hill, The
final meeting was held on 4th December when the only order was an
adjournment ﬁntil the first Saturday in March 1757.

The Commissioners made their usual declaration to Parliament
respecting orders and accounts made bhetween 22nd November 1755 and

6th March 1756 and reported as follows :-

le Probably the same as "Wainick" in iater Accounts and Orders.
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That they have completed the road from Carlisle to Bra.mptc_)n
Town Foot though some piéces will require gravel in the Springy
that 4bout three hundred roods from Brampton Town Foot to Cumcatch
Gate is mostly trenched and advertised to be stoned and completed;
that from Cumcatch Gate to Scarrow Hill is finished except -that some
places await gravgl; © that the remainder of the read from Scarrow
Hill bridge within the county is all trenched,. stoned and "broak",

enly requiring to be gravelled which likewise camot be done till

the SPI'ingo
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CUMBERLAND 1757

The first meeting of the new year took place on 5th March
at the Bush with seven commissioners attending. It will be
recalled that of the three hundred and forty four pounds six.
shillings and three pence half penny acknowledged to be owing
to Railton and Rontree the previous September, various deductions
had reduced the sum to two hundred and forty three péunds, and,
while it had afpeared on the accounts on lst Nov., withdrawal
had evidently not been permitted for it was now the subject of
an order to the treasurer to pay it to William Bailey for the
use of Railton and Rontree as money due to them "upon their several
contracts for making the road between Carlisle and Brampton". By
error, the amount in the current order appears as two hundred and
thirty four pounds etc, A second order was for the payment of
twenty pounds on account to William Workmen for making the road
over Bramptoh Fair Hill. ©No order was made at the second meeting
on 2nd April except to adjourn to 14th May when the treasurer was
directed to pay Workman a further forty pounds, on account, for
his work on the road, and to John Philip of Hatsford for the
purchase of yet another piece of ground in Crosby Holme for use
as a gravel pit. John Hewett who also had property there was
. awarded nine shillings for damage to it.e Of much greater intereét
however was an order, also to Blamire, to attend, "with power to
agree", a meetiﬁg of the Northumberland Commissioners concerning
the building of a bridge over the Powtross (thus) between'the two

counties, The bridge was to be a joint effortele

l. - See above pages T3-T4.



117,

The following meeting on lst June simply adjourned until.
14th July which must have been an oqcad.on of considerable
satisfactions No less than three different contractors had
their accounts settled in full upon completion of their work,
vize Ndwell and Partners for the section from Cumcatchgate'to
Scarrow Hill with three bridges, Wm. Workman for the section
over Brampton Fair Hill, and Byers and Partners for that from
Scarrow Hill Bridge o Temon. Three smali payments for damages
were made and finally the treasurer was directed to seek estimates
for oak posts six feet long, ten inches square and clear éf sap,
to be set up at the end of every mile.

On 16th August, proceedings were brief with a single order
to pay Bigge his umusually small bill of eleven pounds eighteen
shillings and nine pence for attendance at the House of Lords and
Commons in 1755 and '56., Adjournment wasuntil 24th September whén,
with seven regular attenders present, it was ordered that Richard
Bell and Partners receive nineteen pounds, two shillings and ten
pence half penny for additional work at Cumcatch Gate on executing
a bond to maintain all bridges built by them for seven years, -
Four commissioners,1°or any three of them, were empowered to
con£ract for making the part of the road unfinished between Brampton
and the Fair Hillz'af£er viewing the same, and alse to contract for
the posts or milestongs. The reason for this is probably that

l. J. Dacre, W, M. Jackson, R, Wardale, and J, Nicolson.
2. Immediately east of Brampton.



118,
ﬂﬁ$ler had been taken ill., He received a quarter's galary
(ten pounds) on 25th Dec. following but his post was filled in
March 1758 and his death is mentioned at the March meeting of
1759 when his administrator or executrix received two pounds two
shillings as salary due to him. This would seem to plaée his |
death in January.l758. Blamire was instructed to draw five
hundred and sixty seven poundsl° from Cooper and to insert in
the Newcastle papers notice of a meeting to fix tollgates. The

2°was to the effect that the road in Cumberland was nearly

notice
finished and that the location of gates and tollhouses would be
considered at the next meeting on 22nd October in the Town Hall
at Carlisle.. The change of venue made little difference for on
22nd ingt. only eight commissioners attended and they immediately
adjourned to the friendlier atmosphere of the Bush. Two payments
were ordered for ground taken for the road near Brampton, and
another to a mason by the name of Henry Topping for building
fourteen roods and one yard of wall to fence the Earl of Carlisle's
nursery from the road. John Johnstone > was paid in full for
building the Cumberland half of the bridge over the Poltross.
Finally it was decided to erect a toll house and gate near each
of Low Row and Low Crosby. Advertisements for proposals for
their erection, to be delivered at the Bush on 26th November,

l. It will be recalled that Cumberland had been awarded

a grant of £500 for 1757.

20 See page T5 above.
3. See page T4 above.
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appeared in the Newcastle Courant on the 5th, 12+th. and 19th November.

‘The final meeting took blace on_26th November with ten
a)mmissibners present, and, with a single order to pay Peter
Wainick and Partner forty pﬁunds, on account, for'paving the road
at the east end of Brampton, they ddjourned to the first Saturday of
the following March. No mention of the toll houses is recorded at
this méeting but occurs in the report below. The acccunts closed
on 25th'November with eight hundred and eighty four pounds, sixteen
shiliings and a half penny in the treasurer's hands,

The Commissioners gave Par;iament the usual assurances:
respecting the copies of orders and accounts as from 6th November
1756 to 26th November 1757 With the completion of much of the
work, their Annual report was brief, vizs fhat the road from.
Carlisle to thePoltross waé finished, save for some paving at the
east end of Brampton, which would be finished the following Springs
that the sector from Carlisle to Brampton needs a new coat of gravel
which will be done the following summer; and that negotiations are
in hand for two tollhouses and tollgates which will be erecfed as

soon as the season will permit,
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CUMBERLAND 1758 and *59

At their first meeting on March 4th, fhe-seven commissioners
present immediately appointed Blamire, who was already clerk and
treasurer, to the further office of surveyor at a yearly salary
of ten pounds. Now that the project was nearing csmpletion, the
reduction in salaryl°probably reflects the proportionately reduced
amount of work involved, also the fact that much of the outdoor,ﬁork
could be undertaken by commissioners. Indeed it was now left to any
three of them to view the road and settle entries, exits and crossing
'places. The following meeting on 6th April was'aftended by eight
oo mmissioners who made a single order for the payment of John
Stephenson for walling and adjourned till 6th May. The. business
was 2 little more varied at this meeting when the treasurer was
ordered to make payment to Nowell for oak, fir,_birsh and elder wood
supplied by him, to Arch. Thompson for carpenter®s work, and to
Edward Smith for painting the mile posts. The sonnection is obvious.
John Railton was paid for seven hundred bricks and for ground made
part of the road, and Jshn Stephenson part paid for building a wall
acrogs the moor at Low Row turnpike. The death of Fletcher Partis,
one of the original commissioners, was recorded and Humphrey Senhouse
of Nether Hall was nominated and elected in his placeo

The next meeting took place on 3rd June when the seven commissioners

in attendance ordered thepayment of Ben jamin Railton, Samuel Halton,

1., Waller's had been £40 per year.
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and Thomas Nicolson for the erection of toll houses and gates.
Tollkeepers were also appointed to begin duty on 12th instant.l'
A month later, on lst-Jul&, payments in full or in part,as appropriate,
were ordered on behalf of John Stephenson for his work at Low Row
turnpike, Peter Wainick and Partners for paving-the road between
Brampton Townfoot and the Fair Hill, and Benjamin Railton and Samuel
Halton for work at Low Crosby Tollgate. Another gatekeeper, Valentine
Leighton, waé appointed to this same tollgate as the first had evidently
not taken up his ap pointment and in the July account ore pound: three
shillings and seven pence was allowed to Robert Nixon, evidently for
temporary duty at the gate.”*

In Augusf a meeting on 12th instant simply adjourned until 15th.
when nine commissioners were present, .Bigge's bill of only five
pounds eleven shillings and eightpence was allowed and the payment
of Nixon regulariseds John Tallentine was compensated for damage
to his gardén, and Wm. Burrow for the loss of gravel taken from his
close at thg east end of Brampton. John Stephenson received seventeen
pounds for building a bridge in Brampton Back Street?' and Wainick a
further sum of fifteen pounds on account for his paving contract.

The next meeting took place on 16th September when small sums for

demage to their ground were granted to James Skaif (Temmon), Thos.

Waugh and Wm, Bell (Low Row), and Isaac Hall (location unspecified),
i. See p.128 for fﬁller accounte

2o See P.28 as above,
3. Now Main Street.
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Wainick and his partner received another twenty pounds and the
meeting adjourned until 23rd September, whep,with no orders made,
it further adjourned until 2lst October. On this occasion seven
commissioners attendedl;and Wainick was ordered to receive the
balance of his account for paving between Townfoot and Fair Hill;
Henry Toppin was to receive thirty four pounds, eleven shillings and
four pence for building walis and for supporting the road; for
repairs to Eden Bridge End, Edward Dobson and John Hope were to be
-paid twenty eight pounds eleven shillings and tenpence halfpenny,
and Lancelot Beck eighteen pounds nineteen shillings for leading
stones; Christopher Perkins and.Arch.'Thompson were to be paid for
smith and éarpenter work respectively, and Robt. Blacklock, ﬁm.
Bowman and David Ewart were to be compensatedvfor damage to their
propertiese Nicholas Dryden and Joseph Robinson werg ordered to
build horsing stones at different parts of the road in accordance
with their estimate (of which there is no record), the work to be
finished before the following May day. The meeting then ad journed
until 24th inst. for what was obviously a supplementary meeting to
hear the annual report. Eight commissioners were préseﬁt and the.
usual declarations made to Parliament respecting both orders and
accounts between 26th November 1757 and 25th November 1758, ABlamire
ended the year with one hundred and fifteen pounds sixteen shillings
and niie pence halfpenny in hand,

l. J. Brisco, Rev. Dr. J. Brisco, J. Dacre, Rev. W. N, Jackson,
M, Farrer, Wm. Milbourne, Rev. R.Wardale.
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'The report on the year's work was brief and certifiéd that:
the roadin Cumberland was completed according to the intent and
“meaning of the Act and that any money remaining in the treasurer's
hands would be used in repairing some of the bridges, putting up
horsing stones and repairing the road. One further meeting took
place in 1758, on 25th November but the only orders were for
payment of two pounds two shillings to that faithrul attender,
Henry Aglionby, for damage to his groundyand for an adjournmeﬁt to
| 24th March of the following year.'

Although gatckeepers had been appointed since 12th June 1758
it is unfortunate that no accounts of their receipts appear to be -
extant, only thosg of the commissioners! disbursements from their
Parliamentary grants. As a small sum still remained with the
treasurer and anether account was produced at the end of 1759,
it is proposed to examine the transactions of-the neetings of fhat
yeaf as far as'they are to hand though the rerort will necessarily
be a brief one, On 24th March the payment of seveﬁ pounds seven
shillingé to Robt. Milbourne was ordered in respect of fending to
his ground and damage to his barn, and as we have already noted, the
balance of fhe late surveyor's salary to his administrator, named as
Alice Waller in the accountse On 21st April,Thomas Benson of
Carlisle was appointed a commissioner in place of Reve Richard Baty,
deceased, VWhat was probably Bigge the solicitorts last bill of

five pounds twelve shillings and eight pence was allowed, for in

December of the current year the account and orders were delivered -
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at the bar of the House by Mr. Dalrymple. At the same meeting
a back room to theturnpike house at Low Crosby was ordered and
the decision taken to prosecute the attackers of the gatekeeper
and his wife, both of which matters are more fully considered in
the section on Tollhouses and Tolls.l' The meeting of 19th May
simply adjournea itself until 30th June when a single payment of
five pounds one shilling and seven pence to John Stephenson was
ordered for stone wallingz' and of thirteen pounds one shilling to
Nicholas Dryden and Joseph Robinson for building thirteen horsing
stones on the road.

On Saturday, 11th August 1759, the last meeting we shall
consider, aeven‘commissioners were present, fou¥ of whom, W.
Milbourne,'M. Farrer, Rev. R.Wardale and J, Dacre, hgd been present
at the first meeting. The only order they made was for adjournment
until 6th October, The account closed on 27th September but most
of the items therein have already been mentioned with such excgptions
as one pound nine shillings and six pence to Isaac Thompson (Newcastle
Journal) and one pound to John White (Newcastle Courant) for
advertisements in respect of thé roade The largest amount was for
twenty pounds nine shillings and a half penny for the payment of
several labourers and carters and the treasurer ended the year with
a small deficit of two pounds, nine shillings_and eight pence.

l. See Pe 128,

2. In the acmunt this was pald to Henry Topin (thus)
and  partner,
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TOLLHOUSES AND TOLLS ON THE -MILITARY ROAD

Tollhouses seem to have numbered up to fourteen as marked on

_ the 1865 Ordnance Survey, From east to west they ran in the order
shown below buf;bnly the three so indicated still remaine. Ordnance
Survey designations are used,

(1) Benwell T.P. In vol.II of his "Antiquities of Northumberland"

page 177 Viallis says "By the turnpike gate and néar the first
milestone, a handsome read branched off on the right hand, to
Elswick e.ee After passing through the turnpike gate, we came by a
short and easy descent to Newcastle upon Tyne€cesees™

How close to:the first miléstone is "near™ ? The Aét
stipulated that measurement of the road must be from the West Gate
-and one mile from its situatidn would bring us appreximately to
Bentinck Road, roughly opposite to the modern GeneralHespitale.
The Benwell Turnpike would be a few hundred yards west of the
Hospital and at the point where the modern Benwell Grove jeins the
main road. This, one feeis, was most likely to be the gate to
'which Wallis refers and any road hereabouts which branched sgouth
would be fhe nearest way to Elswick e.ge the modern Mill Lane,
probably on.the line of a lane that led to Elswick Hall, Elswick
- Mill stood at the Westgate Road end of the lane, (Picture of Mill,
N.C. Hist., voleXIII.). |

(2) Throckley TePe At the top of Condercum Road. This existed

within living memory and apparently was a tram terminus in more
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recent times. Why it should be so called is not clear, Removed.
(3) Denton TeP. At Denton Square crossroads, close to Denton Hall.
Removed, '

(4) Throckley TeP.. At Throckley crossroads (now roundabout),

intersection of Ponteland to Newburn and Military roads. Removed.

(5) Harlow Hill Rast T.P., This was the well-known White Cottage at

Rudchester, Removed April 1968. Its proximity to the road had
made it a hazard.

(6) Harlow Hill West T.P. This was the first building at the East

end of Harlow Hill and stood on the site now occupied (approx.) by
the fietrol pumps.

(7) ZBranch End T.P. - This stood approx. opposite Wall Houses, or

midway between the two roads branching south and was on or clese to
the site of Turrett 18F, It was demolished 10/4/58 under an order
;dated 14/4/55 (acknowl edgements to Castle Ward R.D.C.)os The last
' inhabitants were named Hudson and even to-day the field rails will

be noted ekirting the site of the house.

(8) sStagshaw Bank T.P. This stood on the north side of the road
opposite to the Errington Armms Public House and was removed iﬁ early
1960. (Acknowledgements to Hexham R.D.C.).

In 1828 the collector was Thomas Henderson according to vol.II
of Parson and White's Directory of Northumberlend and Durham.

(9) Brunton T.P. This house is still occupied and stands at the

tép of Brunton Bank, I+t is known as Brunton Gate and is the first

house after the Heavenfield Cross in a downhill direction. The
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present owner permitited the writer to ﬁiew the inside of the cottage

which originally consisted of two rooms facing the road, There is a
window in each gablegand an apertufe, in line with the gable windows,
formerly existed in the internal dividing wall. The roadéould thus

be under surveillance in both directions from either room,

(10) Chollerton ToPs This stood midway between Chollerton éross

roads and the former Station entraﬁce, or approx. opposite the
.modemm filiing gtation, Mr. Ammstrong, formerly Blacksmith at
Humshaugh, could remember, as a child, his parents referring to
"thé Pay gate" and the wiles of the cattle drovers to avoid it.
Removed.

(11) Bradley Gate T.P, Nearly a mile west of Housesteads, a

éolitary cottage near the 30th milestone from Newcastle. Now in a
dilapidated condition and last occupied as a weekend cottage during
the Second World War, When enquiries were made in 1965 no demolition
order was in force or contemplated (acknowledgements to Haltwhistle
R.D.C.).

(22) Reaygarth T.P. About quarter of a mile west of Reaygarth

which is at the fortieth milestone. The toilhouse stood on the
north side of the road and was demolished for road-widening purposes
late 1939 or early 1940 (acknowledgements to Haltwhistle ReDeCe)e

(13) Low Row T.P. ) At 2 meeting on Saturday 22nd October 1757

(14) Low Crosby T.Ps ) the Cumberland commissioners present ordered
the erection of a tollgate and tollhouse near
each of Low Row and Low Crosby. The work was
entrusted te Benjamin Railton and his partners,
Samuel Halton and Thomas Nicolson, who were paid,
according to the minutes of the meeting on.3rd
June 1758, £110 for the two houses and gates and
also £1, 5. 0, for additional brickworke
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Railton ana Halton later received a further £2. T+ 9. for extra
work at the Low Crosby tollgaté. The same meeting appointed
Barnard Sewell, a yeoman of Botchergate, as Receiver and Collector
of tolls at Low Row at a salary of £10 a year and Adam Dixon, a
carpenter of Coal Hill, to Low Crosby on the same terms. Both
were to begin duty on 12th June at 6 o'cl§ck in the morning.
Djxon does not appear to have taken up the appointment for at the
following meeting on 1lst July, Valentine Leighton was appointed to
the Low Crosby gate and, according to the 1757 account, Robert
Nixon was paid £1. 3., T. for 23 days'! duty at the gate on July 4th
(i.e; 12th June =~ 4th July inclusive)s This payment was confirmed
at the folléwing meeting of 15th August.

A gatekeeper's lot, however{ was not always a happy one for
at the commissieners? méeting on 21st April 1759 it was agreed and
ordergd that Mr. Wm.-Dobinson should be empioyed as a soliciter to
prefer and prosecute an indictment against Thomas, William and James
Elliot, for an assault on Leighton andhis wife, Wo further mention
is 'made of the incident.s At the same meeting the surveyor received
ingtructions to build a little back room at the Low Crosby house.

The Low Row tollhouse ha§‘iong since disappeared and no local
resident could be found who hﬁd any knowledge of it, though it is
showmn on the 1865 0.S, és being near to the junction of the ﬁilitary
road with that passing through Low Row. It is probably éignificant

that the address on the post box near the same junction is "Toll Bar"
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By contrast, the Leow Crosby tollhouse net only remains in
good condition but is occupied.].-o It is white and stands just west
of the 52nd milestone from Newcastle (4th from Carlisle) on the
south side of the road.

The only reference to Tollhouses in the Northumberland accounts
is the unséttled item of £150 in 1757.2"' Judged by the price paid
in Cumberland of £110 for two this amount could well have been for
three but may have represented the balance of an account already
part-paide As the decision concerning the location of tollhouées
was taken on 3rd Sepfember 1757, the only item en the accounts for
that year thal could have reference to them was the sum of £220
paid to Brown on lst November. This, however, is purely speculsative
and as there were eventually 12 turnpikes in the Northumberland sector
with ﬁossibly thé same number of'houses, théir total cost, at prices
prevailing in Cumberland must have been between £600 and£700.

The most likely s lution seems to. be that the commissioners commenéed
with a few strategically-placed gates and added to their number at

a later stage. One of the oldest must have been that mentioned in
the Journal of 3fd December, 1757, vizs Harlow Hill Bar-gate, a
title which would seem to have reference to a time vhen there was

only one gate of that name.

lo or was until fairly recently., It appears
~ to be vacant July, 1971,
2e See pe 190, Appendix IX.
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The tolls to be charged are stipulated in the Act.%f 1751,
Briefly summarised, for Northumberland they are as follows s=

For every coach, chariot, landau, Berlin, chaise, hearse
or calash, drawn by six br more horses, mares, geldings,
or mules, the sum of 3s.,3 if drawn by four horses etc.

2s,3 if by two, ls; if by one, 6 pence.

For other types of vehicle with four wheels but drawn by various
cmbinations of animals the tolls ranged through ls. 6d., ls., to
6 pence.

For every horse, mare, gelding, mule, ass, or beast of burden,
laden or unladen but not drawing, 3 pence,

For every drove of oxen or neat cattle 6 pence per score or
in proportion for grester or lesser number,

For every drove of calves, swine, sheep, lambs, or goats, 3
pence per score or in proportion.

For Cumberland the correéponding charges are reduced to two
thirds of those for Northumberiand.

At any one gate in Northumberland not more than one third of the
tolls granted above wére to be taken and in Cumberland not more
than half. Toll was to be paid once per day and to cover the
return journey up to 12 midnight provided it was made in the same
vehicle drawn by the same animal(s),

Penalties are numerous and cover, by distress and sale of their

l. An Act of 1757, to become effective during the course of 1758 and
for a period of 7 years, decreed that, with the exceptions specified
by it, every waggon, wain, cart or carriage with fellies less than
nine inches wide, must pay one half more than the toll then
payable at any gate, Broader whz2els were less liable to cause
ruts and other damage.
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goods and animals, those refusing to pay; and by fines, such other
offences as unloading good; or taking horses off, permitting passage
through private grounds! and disposing of or receiving tickets all
to avoid payment. On fhe other hand there were many exemptions,
such as the movement of vehicles and implements concerned with
agricultural pursuits on the farms by the road, the paésage of
persons going to places of .worship on Sundays or to funerals, and
of soldiers on horseback together with waggons laden‘with arms or
ammnition. Post-horses carrying mail passed free and so did all
vehicles conveying vagrants elsevhere. On election da&s there was
no toll. Persons liable to statutory duties on the road were to
remaiﬁ so and the proportion of statute work to be done would be
determined by two or mére justices at sessions when requested by>
at least five commissioners.

Money arising from tollsvas to be applieﬁ first in the erecfion
of such tollgates, tollhouses etc. as might be directed to be madel
and kept in order, and secondly for the repair of the road, each'.
County to be responsible for its own sector; jointly, however, -
they were to set up a suitably inscribed boundary stone at the
apmmon border. Tolls sanctioned by the Act were to become effective

immediately the road was finished, which was probably the principal

reason why notice of such completion had to be affixed to the doors

of ‘the Town Hall in Carlisle and the Moot Hall at Newcastle and also
advertised in that town's newspapers,

NOTE: According to Parson & White's Directory of Durham and North-
umberland, vol.II, 1828, there was then at Walwick a coaching station
named "The Royal Qak", the occupant of which was John Bell. At Carraw
was the "Highland Piper" occupied by Joseph Pigg. A short distance
west of Rudchester there was, according to Bruce, Roman Wall (1851
Edition) an inn generally called "The Iron-Sign", of which some of

the buildings were entirely composed of Roman Stones. Nothing now remaing
o
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THE COST OF THE MILITARY ROAD

Despite the fact that we have gaps in the Northumberlahd
Commissioners! accounts of their disbursements from after 2nd
November 1751 until 20th Jamary 1753, and from after 10th
.November 1753 until 3rd Jamuary 1756, and in the Cumberland
aqcounts for the whole of 1753 and for more than.half of 1754
up to 135th July,l'it is nevertheless possible to eétimate with a
fair degree of accuracy the total payments ordered by Parliament
and therefore the'cos# of the road.

The Act had decreed the payment of £3,000 in the proportion
of £2,000 to Northumberland and £1,000 to Cumberland for 1751.
We also know that the petitions of 17th Jamary 1751/22° met
with success for we are fortunate in having the Northumberland
Commi ssioners* édceunt with Gislingham Cooper, Goldsmith, of the
Strand, for both l75l.and 1752,. This éhows that he received
from the Treasury on behalf of Northumberland £2,000 on 3rd
August 1751 and a similar sum on 8th June 1752 The first
Cumberland-acoount with Coopersk also covers both years and shoﬁs
that £1,000 was received on 8th November 1751 and again on 8th
June 1752

Simply to draw the sum of £2,000 from the Treasury was an
expensive businesé which in 1751 cost the Northumberland

4.

Commissioners £109, 3. 6. or nearly five and a half per cent.
le We have, however, the orders of probably most or all
of the Cumberland meetings for these periods and
these usually record payments sanctioned.
2. See page 19 above.

3. See Appe XIII,
4o Cumberland sometimes paid nearer six per cent.
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It was made up as follows s=

Paid at the Treasury £« 3. 6o
_ Auditor's Office £12.10. O,
Pells Office £T¢19. 6.
Tellers . £30. O. O
Civil List £500 Q. O.

Warrant at the

Auditor's Office £0e 9o 6o
Messengers £le.. 1. 0o -

: 1o
£109. 3. 6.

According to the "Guide to the Contents of the Public Record
Office", voleI pp.95=6, issues from the Exchequer, in medieval
times, were made by means of a writ of 'liberate’ or other
mandate from the King under the Great or Privy Seal usually
directed to the T:easurer and Chamberlains of the Exchequer,

A Statement of all moneys issued was entered by the €lerk of the
Pells on the Issue Roll ("Pellis Exitus") showing by whom the
sums were paid and by what warrant. In the 16th century issues
were made by one of the tellers upon an order from the auditor
acting upon an order from the Lord Treasurer whose own authority
was conferred by the Crown. A measure of 1597, however, gave
the Clerk of the Pells full control over all the receipts and
payments of the tellers and all the acts of the Auditor. The
offices of Clerk of the Pells and Auditor were abolished in 1834Q

To return to the Military Road, the usual petitions were

presented on 19th January 1752/3 and again met with success for

the 1753 Account of the Northumberland Commissioners shows that

1. Totals subject to small variations.
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after withdrawing all moneys held by Cooper since 1752, they
also drew further sums totalling £2,0003 we have not the
relevant Cumberland account but may assume that the usual
£1,000 was available,

There now occurs a hiatus in the Northumberland account but
the Journals of the House of Commons come to our rescue with the
information that the petitions were presented upon 18th January
1754 and 16th January 1755 and that as a result the sum of £6,000
was received on both occasions. This was in tlhie proportion of
£4,000 and £2,000 to the two Counties respectively as the 1755
Cumberland accounts testify., Money, therefore, would not seem
to have been short at any time. In fact no petitions appear to
have been recorded in 1756 and Blamire, the Cumberland treasurer;
began the year with £1,71ls 8. l. in hand, and with a further sum
of £109¢ 1.10. in Cooper's hands; the year ended (6tﬁ Nov.1756)
with the second amount stili undrawm!  Tweddell of Northumberland
began the same year with £1,574017. Ske in hand and was able to
draw a further £1,685. l. O. apparently without a fresh Treasury
issue, He ended the year with a balance of £156, 15, 1,

In 1757, the last recorded petitions were presented on 4th
Februéry. An entry for 10th March in the Journals of the House
of Commonsl'informs us that a grant of £3,000 was made in the
proportion of £2,500 to Northumberland and £500 to Cumberland.

1. Vol ° 27, po768:o
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The last Northumberland account (1757) shows a balance of
£134,11. 4. at the end of the year but outstanding debts of
£359. 6. 9; thus £224.15. 5. remained to be found. Cumberland
ended the year (25th Nov.) with a surplus of £884.16. 0. and the
year 1758 with a balance of £115.160 9% This sum covered the
expenses of 1759 with a small deficit of £2. 9« 8¢

The cost of the Military Road to the I'reasury may be

presented thus z=

Northumberland Cumberl and.

1751 2000 1000
1752 2000 1000
1753 2000 1000
1754 4000 2000
1755 4000 2000
1756 0 0
1757 ' 2500 500
16,500 7,500

14500

Total 24,000

Deduct 1,320 Treasury fees, approx 53%.
' 22,680

The Military Road, theny, had cost approximately ££22,6801° and

this had included settlement for the sixteen and a half miles of

enclosed ground through which the surveyor®s report estimated it
would pass plus costs of walling, hedging, and damages. Dugal

Campbell's estimate of £22,450 had noti

l, Bankert's fees included,
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THE CONTEMPORARY SCENE IN NORTHUMBERLAND
AND CUMBERLAND '

‘ The large number of press advertisements appearing simultaneously
with those of the Military Road, particularly from 1752 onwards, is
evidence of the fact that there was considerable road work in progress
elsevhere in Northumberland. The situation in Cumberland, apart
from the Military Road, is less clear but it will be observed in
the Table below that two Acts wére passed in 1753, Full details
of the initial Acts in respect of eaph road may be obtained in
volumes 25 and 26 of the Journals of the House of Commons from
which we learn that at least three precedéd the Act goéefning the
Military Road. The list would be as follows, dating each Act from

the Royal Assenti®

TRUST INITIAL ACT
Cow Causey to Buckton Burn 1746/1747
("Great North")
North Shields to Newcastle 1749
West Cowgate to Wansbeck 1749
(Newcastle-Bel say-Wansbeck)
Newcastle to Carlisle 1751
(Military Road) .
Alnmouth to Hexham 1752
{("Corn" or Alemouth Road) '
Morpeth to Elsdon 1752
Long Horsley to Breamish 1752
Berwick, Norham & Islandshires 1752
Hexham 1752
Carlisle =« Penrith 1753
Carlisle - Workington 1753

1. For further information on each Trust in Northumberland
(beyond the Initial Act) consult index of Turnpike Trust
Records at C4R.0.
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The procedure was si:andard, Viz. a petition on behalf of the
Ugentlemen, clergy and freeholders™ of the County or of the "grand
jury, clergymen and freeholders", usually to the efrect that the
high road between two points was in such a ruinous condition as:
to be a danger to travellers, pérhaps even making passing impossible,
and that it could not be repaired by the ordinary course provided
by the lawLunless provision were made in the form of tolls for
the raising of money to be applied for that purpose. Accordingly,
Parliament¥s consent to bring in a bill for erec.ting' turnpikes at
which to levy toll was sought. The petition would then-be referred
to a committee who would also consider the evidence ofsome person
or persons who knew the road welll.e In due course the Commons
would hear the Committee"s report and would give directions that
. a bill be brought in 'a.nd.that certain individuals should prepare ite.
These, in the case of Northumberland, usually included Sir William
Middleton " of Mr,. Lancelot A-ugood3 “or both. The:bill then followed
the: usual. course through Parliament and, as an Act, would give:
authority to collect tolls for the repair of the section of road
designated in the title and would nominate commiésioners to see
that its provisions were carried out,.
To i.e. by statute work. For a summary of the system
please see earlier thesis ppe42=44e.
2.. MAccording to Welford,"Men of Mark™, Middleton succeeded
to the title and estates in 1717.,. He distinguished himself
at the Battle of Gulloden. He became Member for Northumberland
in- 1722 and sat in numerous Psrliaments until his: death in
1757, He had an active interest in the bills connected with
all. the: Northumberland trusts mentioned on page.136 except

that of Berwicke -
3. Please see ppel93=~4 of overprint..
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Earliest of the Military Road's near: confemporaries, was a
section of the "Grand North™ road from the Newcastle town boundary
to Buckton Burn, a shart distance north of Belford. According to
meﬁﬁ$EMsmmwwputwuwmgrwtﬁmannm
Edinburgh and had become "so deep'and ruinous" that travellers
could not pass. along it without danger and could not be effectively
repaired unless. provision were made to raise money for that purpose.
The petition was: referred to a committee who, according to Sir Wm,
Middleton's report on 16th. Jamuary, had heard evidence from three
persons,. Mr.. Edward Bigge,~Mr. Geo. Wilson and Mr. Robt.Scobbe.
A1l knew thé section of road, about fifty miles in length, and
stated that because of the great numbers of heavy carriages passing
and the soil being, for the most part, a deep clay, even travellers
on horseback could not use: this road ih winter without danger; that
even if the parishes through which it led did twice their amount of
statute work it would be ineffective beca use of the great distance
materials for mending it would have to be-.brought; finally, the road
could not be kept in repeir unless some further provision were made
by Perliament. Leave was given to bring in the necessary bill and
Sir M, Middleton, Sir Henry Liddell, Mr. Ord and Mr. Watson were
ordered . to prepare and introduce it.. I‘i;s passage: was: uneventful,
~ 8ir Willia m again presenting the report. It received the royal
assent on 24th March 1746/7 and was entitled "An Act for repairing
the.High Road leading from the North end of tfxeCow G‘ausey,3° neaxr

lo JGH,C, VoleR5, 22:Decd74b.

2,. No doubt Bigge, the solicitor, who would probably use this road

part of the way to Brenkley from Newcastle. See Append. XX on

Biggey p.228.
32 ieee the Moor boundary.
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the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne, to the Town of Belford and fram
thence to Buckton Burn in the County of Nortlnnnbefland“’. It was.

apparently the first Turnpike Act for Northumberland:‘l""

but did not'
apply to that length of road from the town to the Moor's edges
Sykes,~* however, informs us that in 1748 “the Corporation of
Newcastle began, at their own expense and 1n the manner of the
turnpike roads, a road eleven yards wide across the Moor of this:
town by the way leading to Morpeth in Northumberland™, It was
finished in 1749 under the direction of a surveyor n;med William Joycee
From a random selection of notices appeariné in the Newcastle
Journal we khow that W.. Aynsley was clerk to the trust responsible
for the Northumberland (i.é. Cow Causey - Buckton burn) Turnpike:
a nd that in June 1747 an order for taking the whole toll "betwixt
stage and staée at the first gaté passed" had been repealeé. In
future half the toll would be taken at ea:.ch gate passed, In August
of thesme year it was sté.tedi that all farmers liable to statute work
cpuid compound at the rate of 5s. for every £50 farmed, labourers for
1s. 8des: and in June 1748 the public was acquainted with the fact that
tolls for the year ended 20th May amounted to nearly £800, having been
much lessened by campositions. No more than £1840 had. been borrowed
on credit of the tolls and with this and the money collected at the
gates about twelve miles had been repaired, the gates and houses had’
beén built, and the cost of the Act and other incidental expenses paid;,

L. Weilford, Men of Mark, Vol.I,. on Eancelot Allgood, pe4l.
2.. Local Records, Vol.. I, p.188,
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a further £2000 was to be borrowéd at 5%, to be expended on work
of the current session. In the issue .of 23rd May, 1752, it was:
amounced that a meeting of trustees would be held at the Post-house
in Almrick when the sum of £700 wes: to be borrowed and in that of
20th April 1754 that the toll gates would be let at the meeting of
11th May, also that £500 was required. Both notices indicate that
repairs were still in hand.

The month of January 1749 saw two local petitions brought before
the: House. The first, on 25th, was presented not merely by the:
"Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of Northumberland™
l;ut also by merchants, owners of ships and others dealing with the
coal trade, and other traders at Newcastle. Such persons frequently
used the road fram North Shields to Néwcastle which, because of the
passage of many heavy carriages, had became so deep 'a.nd ruincus that
travellers could not pass. wit.hmt great danger and loss: of time,
.Since the means of repairing 1';he road were insufficient, leave was
gought to raise money by means of tolls. The Committee to whom
the petitibn was referred was headed, once more, by Sir William who
éubmitted their report on 2nd February. Evidence had been heard
from Mr. Charles Lauder who had emphasised the extreme difficulty
and danger of the road in Winter and, once again, from Mr,.. Bigge
who had confirmed Lauder's remarks and added that there were about
two miles which cai-riageé could not traverse without the help of
additional horses; statute work was quite insufficient to effect
repairs, Middleton and Mr. Ridley were ordered to prepare and

bring in the necessary bill, the passage of which was uneventful.
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‘Royal.. Assent was: given on 22nd March, 17/9. Clerk to the trust
was: J.oséph French and from Newcastle the road passed through Byker..
On 13th May I749 a notice in the Journal informed -all. who lived on
the road or nearby that they m:Lght now compound for “llberty“' to
pass toll-~free through either of the turnpike gates now set upe
The sum of.£500 was sought on the credit of the tolls..

On 27th January of the same year, the second of the two petitions
was laid before the Commons. This alleged that the road leading from
the West Cowgate near the town of Néwcastlel’ and by or through Kenton,

([ \ " ‘ . 2. B T
Pont Eland (thus), Hyham (thus) Dykes; Newhamege; ° Belsay Mill and
South Middleton to the north side of the River Wansbeck “is a common
high road and greatly ‘frequented and, by reason of the many heavy
carriages passing theéreon, the said road is become so- deep and ruinous
ete.,™ The two petitions end in exactly the same way, a fact which
probably points to the same hand and whose more likely than that of
Bigge, who had also given evidence regarding the state: of the: Belford
and North Shields road and certainly seems to have made a speciality
of Highway Acts? It will be recalled that he also gave evidence
le This particular road was the subject of a study by certain
members of the Ponteland Local History Society who pursued
the history of the Newcastle to Carter Bar Road (beginning
with the section from Gowgate to the River Wansbeck) from the
presentation of this petition in 1749 until the expiration of
the trusts involved in 1881, Research, principally involwing
the Capheaton Estate Papers at the C.R.0. was. undertaken byr -
James Keegan, Margaret Oxley, Jean Gosby,Charles Fallows and
Ernest Rainey, all of Ponteland, and their efforts were directed
by the present writer, who also assisted them with the: investigation
and collated their results, He examined various relevant Acts and
the contemporary press, and presented the paper in 1968, It was
entitled "A,696 and all thatl™ and, with modifica tions, it has.
since been sulmitted to the Editor of "Archaeologia Aeliana' under

the title of "The Newcastle to Carter Bar Road',
2¢ The present Highlander Inn,
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on thé condition of the Newcastle to Belford road and so vefy
probabiy drafted the petition and delivered ite.

The route of the road at present under consideration is
noteworthy since a terminus at the River Wansbeck means that
north-west of Belsay it ofiginally followed the course of what
is now regarded asthe Bolam and Middleton road.l' From the river
the intention was clearly to follow the north bank for the short
distance to Wallington Bridge and so unite with another "road"
going north by Cambo; Elsden and Otterburn in the direction of the
Carter. The petition was referred to a committee of some forty
members whose report was presented by Sir William on 3rd Febe
It included the evidence of Mr. John Dixon2°who apparently had
little more te say than that the road was iﬁ very bad condition
and couldhot be repaired by the methods prescribed by law, Sir
William, Mr. Ridley, and two other members were ordered to prepare
and present the bill which was actually introduced by Ridley. The
Royal Assent was received on 3rd March. If, as seems most likely,
Edward Bigge acted as solicitor to the trust which was set up in
due course, then the bill, reproduced as AppendixXXI is Bigge's
for his services on this occasion., It contains some-twenty-nine
items ranging over £1, 2. O. for making,four copies of the petition,
£31.15. 4. for fees of the House of Commons. and for orders, 6s. for

l. See sz.ﬁellow1ng page 136.
2. A person of the same name also gave ev1dence with

regard to the state of the road from Long Horsley
to the Breamish. See po 149
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swearing three witnesses}'to £21s 0o O, for Bigge's own services,
all of wﬁich, as the Act clearly stated, had to be paid before any
other-debt that the Trust might incur. The Act itself, running
to some thirty pages, is no more inspiring than is usual with this
type of document and follows the normal patitern. The introduction
reiterates the petition and is followed by the names of the trustees
which occupy nearly three pages. There is a similarity about the
composition of this list in succeeding Acts with an emphasis on
landed families of the county. The Allgoods, Aireys, Bigges,
Blacketts, Collingwdods, Fenwicks, Ogles, Shaftoes, Swinburnes,
seem to be there every time. Clauses follow on tolls to be charged,
exemptions, the appointment of collectors, officers and their salaries,
drains, statute work, milestones and so forth. Probably the only
points that need to concern us were that ne turnpike was to he
erected nearer to the West Cowgate fhan at the south end of the
lane leading to Kenton, and that the first meeting of the trustees,
or any seven or more of them, was to be at the sign of the Seven
Stars, Ponteland, on 28tﬁ April, 1749, when a clerk was to be chosene.
The Gentleman preferred was John Isaacson, as we know from his
éignature on netices, the first of which appeaied in the Newcastle
Journal of 6th May 1749, The purpose of the meeting was to arrange
for the borrowing of £1,000 on the credit of the tolls and to
congider the proposals of those willing to undertake repairs, but
whether an incident reported on the 27th of the same month was the

1. +though we only have the evidence of Dixon,
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result of high spirits or of deliberate malice is something that
must remain obscure. On the previous Wednesday night or Thursday
morning the Ponteland turnpike gate, several posts and ra;ls
belonging to the trust, and the gate-keeper's centinel (thusj
ﬁox had been Wurned and destroyed - an action which could be
puhished by deathf The same issue anno;nced a meeting on 3rd
June when a new gatekeeper would be appointed though whether the
old one considered that the occupation had beceme too hazardous
is scmething upon which we can only speculates At any rate,
twenty pounds reward for information leading te conviction was
offered, even to the miscreant whé might repert his accomplices.

The Journal of 5th August carried notice of a meeting to be
held on 2lst to consider propesals for repairs to the first mile
from the Wansbeck southwards but, aé insufficient trustees atﬁéhded,
business had to be postponed until the following month, On 3rd
March 1750 the erection of another turnpike was'to be discussed,l°
and at the same ﬁeeting the decision to repair six miles of road
north from Clickamiﬁ (thus)2°was ﬁrobably taken since at the
following meeting, at the house of Mr. Rdbt. Shotton of Ponteland,
proposals for the repair of this section were to be considered and
4wo hundred pounds borrowed against the credit of the tolls. On
May 9th 1752 it was announced that the road from Ponteland to the

l,, No information concerning the location has come to light.
2o Now spelled "Clickemin", On A696 just out of Ponteland

village on the Newcastle side. From here, six miles
would extend e Belsay.
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Wansbeck had been repaired and that it would be let as a whole or
in part in order to maintain its conditions also that the trust
wished to borrow £1,400 at four per cent, presumably to effect
repairs on the other side of Ponteland. No mention has been
made of a surveyor though probably such an appointment was made
in the early days of the trust and filled by John Brown of Kirkharles®
The next petition in succession was that read on 4th March 1751,
-and pertaining to our bresent-study, vize the Military Road between
Newcastle and Carligles It was followed by the Act which received
assent on 22nd May.*® @ﬁ 5th December of the same year followed that
relating to the "Alemouth" Road, also widely known as the Corn Road.
It is couched in the usual terms, which may well stamp it as another
of Bigge's, to the effect that the road from Alemouth to Alnwick and
on by Lemington Coal Houses and Edlingham Dikes to Rothbury, from
there to Coldrife and Ewesley Gate, to Cambo and Wallington and then
by Kirk Harle, Little Bavington, Colwell, Chollerton and Wall to
Hexham, is a common High Road which because of its narrowness and the
~ danger to travellers on horseback cannot be widened and kept in repair
unless. provision be made for raising money., Further leave was sought
to make a branch road from seme convenient peint between Alnwick and
Rothbury te Jockey's Dike Bridge, the present road being much used
buf in ruinoﬁs condition and frequently impassable., TFor once, Sir
1. See above page 2 on Brown. Also A.A.1966, p.206,
(overprint in front cover of this thesis) or earlier
thesis, p.34, footnote, for other information.

2. See earlier thesis pp.44-48 on passing of Act, or
overprint pp.200-202 for condensed version,
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William®s name is mot mentioneds This was Lancelot Allgood's
road and he it is who heads the comﬁittee to whom the petitién
was referreds Evidence wéé heard from Mr, Richafd'Bland and
Mr. Thomas Taylor who agreed that some places were se narrow that
a horse could not pass by a carriage, and that aithough the
inhabitants of the various parishes had done their statute work
the roads were still impassable and could net be repaired without
the assistance of Parliament. Leave was given to brihg in the
necessary bill and Allgood, Middleton and Sir Walter Blackéft
were ordered te prepare and introduce ite With Allgood as guide,
its passage was uneventful and the Royal Assent was received on
26th March 1752, as also for three more out of the four
‘Northumberland bills left for our consideration.

Clerk to -the Alemouth Trust was again John.Brown of Kirk
Harle whose time, by virtue of his other appointmentsy must have
been fully occupiedoe The policy adopted was evidently to begin
work at both ends of the main sector since the issue of 2nd May
1752 advertised for persons willing to make five miles near Hexham
and four or.five miles west of Alnwicke Almost & year later in
February 1753 undertakers were sought to make five miles bétween
Alnwick and Rothbury, and in May of the same year consideration
wasto be given to a plan for a ticket gate between Alnmouth'and
Oxenheugh and also to any proposals that might be made for

undertaking parts of the road between Hexham and Acomb Bar,
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Chollerton and- Colwell Moor, Wallington and the crossing of the
Elsdon Turnpike, and the bridges between Kirkhill (near Wallington)
and Hexham. In October a decision was to'be taken on what parts
of %he road were in most urgent need of repair and whether or not
to continue use of the Foresfburn Bar. Progress could scarcely
be called rapid though doubtless Brown had many difficulties, not
the least of which appears to have been a certain apathy on the
part of the trustees. On more than one occasion dates of meetings
had to bg re-arranged because members present were insufficient.
In May 1755, in the fourth year of the trust's life, a gatekeéper
was to be chosen for a gate.still to be erected at or near Camboe
(thus)e.

A petition pertaining to the road from Morpeth passiné by way
of Mitford, Thropple (Throphill) and Long Witton, by the north éide
of Rothley Pérk Wall to Steng Cross and finally to the High Cross in
Elstn wag heard on 9th December, 1751, four days after the Corn
Road petition. This road, it was claimed, was a common high road
"towards the west of that part of Great Britain valled Scotland and
greatly frequented by traveliers and drivers of cattle and sheep'.
_Because of the many carriages travelling thereon, it had become se
deep and ruinous that carriageg and hérses could not pass each
other in winter without'great loss of time = - = The remainder
followed the regular battern and the petition was referred for
examination to a committee upon which both Middleton and Allgood sate

Not only do the general lines seem to poinf to Bigge but his had
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also been the evidence heard. The road, he had said, was about
pixteen or seventeen miles long and he had traversed it the previous
© Septenmber when it was very bhad; in winter it was scarcely passable
and could not be kept in repair by the parishes. When asked if the
erection of a turnpike would raise sufficient money to keep the road
in repair he had replied that he thought it would since it was a
road much frequented hy carriages.and travellers on horseback. The
necessary leave to bring in a bill was given and Middleton and
Allgood were ordered to prepare and introduce it, Piloted by the
former, its passage was uneventful and, as we have already noted,
the Royal Assent was received on 26th March 1752,

One of the trust's earliest meetings was that of 29th April of
that year at the Black.Bull in Morpeth when the business was to
borrow £500 .and to hear proposals from persons willing to undertake
repairs. John Isaacson was clerk, in all probability the person
already employed by the Ponteland Trust, In June 1754 it wes
decided that the bar already fixed af Elsdon should be re-sited
at the west end of Long Witton and that the road for four miles
eastward of Steng Cross should be repaired. By this time Nathaniel
Fenwick had succeeded Isaacson aé cierk to both trusts.

Also heard on 9th December 1751 was yet another petition en
the now familiar pattern. "The road leading from Long Horsley
Bar or Gate on the post road near the town of Morpeth, by or
through Long Horsley, Weldon Bridge and Whittingham to the River

Breamish is a common high road towards that part of Great Britain
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called Scotland and greatly fiequented by travellers, and by reason.
of the many carriages passing thereon, is become so deep and ruinous
that carriages and horses can npt pass in Winter time without =--~-- ",
The Committee to which it was referred included heth Middletor and
Allgood and it was Sir William who presented the report. In "evidence"
Mr. John Alder had said that he kﬁew the road which was extremely bad
and dangerous for carriages in Winter and that he apprehended.that it
could not be mended by the ordinary course of law. It could hardly
be claimed that he had furthered the committee's understanding of the
situation yet his observations had been corroborated by John Dixon and
Wm. Hall! Middleton and Allgood were once more ordered to prepare
and bring in the bill which, following its second reading on Tth Feb.
1752, had been committed when an extension of the petition was presented.
On llth Febe thé House was informed that the petitioners apprehended that
the bill "now depending'™ in respect of the road from Long Horsley Bar
to the Bréamish would be attended with great.inconvenience unless it
were extended to include repairs as far as Piercy®s Cross which was

Lo The extension followed the

an additional oné and a half miles,
usual process and, after consideration in committee, a report was
presented by Allgood on 13th instant. John Dixon had ggain been
examined and could only observe, somewhat ineffectively, that to make
the act a general convenience it would be neéessary to extend the

turnpike read to Piercy's Cross, one and a half miles further!

le i.ee North of the Breamish.
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Fortunately, Mro Richard Bland had been able to add that the
waters fréquently rose out at the River Breamish and rendered
the road impassable. 'The Committee to whom the original bill
had been committed was given authority to include therein the
repair of the additional secfion and Middlefon conveyed the report
to the House on 20th February. It was not considered until 22nd
when the bill and its amendments ﬁere ordered to be ingrossed.
On 26th February came the Third Reading and on 26th March 1752
the Royal Assent.

Vim. FPenwick had evidently been appointed as clerk to the trust
and the same advertisement was inserted in the Newcastle Journal as
had been by the korpeth-Elsdon Trust, mamely that at a meeting at
the Black Bull in Morpeth on 29th April the trustees would seek to
borrow £500 and hear the proposals of people willing do undertake
repairse In December of the same year a méeting was advertised
to be held at Whittingham when proposals for repairs from Weldon
Bridge to Long Horsley ﬁar would be considered. Two yéars later,
in September 1754, the services of persons willing to undertake -
the building of bridges in the same sector and the loan of a further
£500 were sought.

Whether progress on the several roads thus undertaken was swift
or_slow is perhaps not so important as the fact that the fever was in
the air. Work on the Newcastl e=Bucktonburn sector éf the North Road
must now have been wéll advanced when identical petitions for an

extension northward came before Parliament on 14th January 1752.1'

1. Actually there was a third which may be omitted at
this stage to avoid unnecessary complication,
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They were made on behalf of "the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders
of that part of the County of Durham commdnly called Norham and
Islandshires, lying north of the County of Northumberland; and
alsoc of the Mayor, Recorder; Aldermen, and others, the inhabitants
of the town of Berwick upon Tweed™ to the effecf that the road
leading from the turnpike road at Bucktonburn in the County of
Durham, through the town of Berwick on Tweed to a place called
Lammerton Hill, being the extremity of the Liberties of the town
of Berwick aforesaid and several branch roadsl'are, by reason of
the déépness of the soil and many heavy carriages passing along
the same, in many parts ruinous and so much out of reﬁair that
travellers cannot pass thereon without great danger =----, Thq
petition considered was concluded in the usual fashion and was
referred to a committee but got no further in 1752, apparently
because of the number of times that Parliament was prorogued during
that year., It wes heard agaon on 12th February 1753 and referred
for examination to a coumittee with the names of Mr, Vane, Sur., and

2

Mr. Ridley at the head. Ridley“°brought the report to the House on

2nd March. In support of the allegations, Mr. Chrigtopher Pattison

1, which are specified,

2+ Matthew Ridley: Son of Richard Ridley and Margaret
White whose family acquired the estate of Blagdon.
In 1733 he (Matthew) became Mayor of Newcastle and
when John Ord, who was Mayor in 1745, died in mid-
year, Ridley accepted office for the remainder of
the term and took prompt measures to secure the towm
should Prince Charles decide to invade it, Though
unsuccessful in the Parliamentary Elections of 1741,
he was returned without opposition in 1747 and was
equally successful in 1754, "6l and '68. He was twice
Mayor again, in 1751/52 and in 1759/60. See Welford,
"Men of Mark", for further details.
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had informed the committee that he waé well acquainted with the
roads on ‘the north side of Berwick where the soil was a deep clay.
Only three weeks previously his horse had stuck fast in one place
and when he alighted the water was over his hoots; one waggoner
he knew would rather pay double the tolls than not have the roads
repaireﬁ while someone else h;d remarked to him that he would prefer
to pay a shilling & time for a turmpike than be without one.

Paﬁtison hinself had been surveyor of highways on the north
side of Berwick in 1742 and for five years thereafter; the statute
work was; performed in summer but the roads were as bad again in
winter, Mpr, George Lawrie had said that he-knew the roads concerned
on the south side of Berwick where his father had been surveyor in
1748; the roads indicted that year, though repaired in summer,
were just as bad again in winter. Their condition was 6ccasioned
by thé nature of the soil and the many carriages passing; statute
work was insufficient to repair them. Leave was given to bring in
a bill and Mr., Vane, Mr., Bowes and Lord Barrington were instructéd
to prépare and introduce it.

On 8th March the House heard a further petition from the "Gentlemen,
Freecholders, and others iﬁ the shire of Berwick" that provision should
be made for the repair of the Whitwater end Twizel bri@ges. - This was
all that had survived of an earlier petition mentioned abovel;mhich
had also soug£t certain modifications to the original petitions
submitted in 1752 and had again been heard on 12th Febo. 1753

1. Footnote page 15(.
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Unfortunately, no one had come forward then to give evidence in
support btut on this occasion the revised petition followed the
normal course and was included in the main bill,. Steered by Lord
Barrington the bill passed through the.usual channels and received
the Royal Assent on 15th May 1753.

Jahn Grey became clerk tb the trust and fromApress advertisere nts
it can be said that the trustees were still building in 1755 and
indeed still desirous of borrowing in 1757.

Last of the Military Road's contemporaries in Northumberland was
what can only be described as a loop line on the Military itself
though whether it was due to a growing conviction that the centiral
sector of that road, passiné as it did through hilly andlremote
qountry, was not thebest route after all, is difficult to say.
Certainly to link many of the centres of population aleng the Tyne
and South Tyne valleys seemed a sensible thing to do and likely to
ﬁroduce considerable revenue but at no time does there appear to
‘have been any attempt, apart from Stukeley's belated effort, to
interfere with the original plan., On 16th January 1752, therefore,
a petition from the "Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders™ of
Northumberland came before the House. It alleged that "the road
heading from that particular part of the road (now making proper
for the passage of troops and carriages from the City of Carlisle
to the Town of Newcastle) near Glenwelt to Haltwhistle and from

thence through Haydon Bridge, Hexham and Corbridge, to another part
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of the said road now making from the City of Carlisle to the Towm

of Newcastle, upon Sheldon Common =~--- is a common high road and

is become so deep and ruinous and in several places so narrow that

it is almost impassable for coaches, waggons and other carriages

and dangerous for persons travelling on herseback and cannot be

widened and =--- kept in repair uniess =--=", The names of

Sir Walter Blacket%: Mr. Burrell and Sir William Middleton appeared

at the head of the Committee to which the petition was referred and

on 3lst January Sir Walter presented their report. lir. Edward Lowes

and Mr. Henry Ridley had been examined (though their evidence added

nothing new) and the ensuing bill for repairing and widening the

road from Glenwelt (Greenhead) to Sheldon Common was introduced by

Blackette It received the Royal Assent on 26th March 1752, Francis

Stokoe became clerk to the trustees whose work of repair would seenm

1o have been stiil unfinished in 1756 when at the meeting of 28th July

it was hoped 1o Torrow the sum of £500 at five per cent., There were

at least two meetings arranged for that year when insufficient members

attended to make proceedings legala

ls Sir Walter Calverly Blackelt,"King of Newcastle", Sir

William Blackett (of Newcastle, Wallington, and Hexham
Priory) died 1728 and left his estates to his  “natural
daughter, Elizabeth Ord, provided that within twelve months
of his decease, she should marry his nephew Walter Calverly,
(Son of his sister, Julia and Sir Walter Calverly) who must
then assume the neame of Blackett. This he did following a
Private Act in 1734, the marriage having taken place in 1729.
He sefved as High Sheriff of Nerthumberland and also became
m Alderman of Newcastle. He was first elected to Parliament
in 1734 and became Mgyor of Newcastlein 1735. In 1741 he
was re-elected to Parliament and succeeded to his father®s
title in 1749, In 1754, '6l and '68 he was returned to
Parliament unopposed and though he was again successful in -

1774, he had by this time lost much of his popularity, For
further details see Welford "Men of Mark",
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The petition in respect of the Military Road had produded a
significant reaction elsewhere in Cumberland, as two letters, which
may be seen in that County's Record office at Carlisle, indicate.
The first, dated 18th March 1748, is to Sir James Lowther, a Cumberland
M;P., and is signed by John Peile and numerous others -~ the Bayliff
(thus), Burghers, Freeholders and Principal Inhabitants of the
Burrough (thus) of Cockermouth. .They are agsured, they say, that
the nobility in the northern circuit have petitioned His Majesty that
it would be tc the nation®'s benefit to have'a good road made between
Newcastle and Carlisle but that, as such a road would be too expensive
"for the two counties, even with thg agsistance of tolls, public aid
mist be sought. It is further said that the petition will succeed
and a bill be brought in the present session. But just as one of the
principal inducements for the bill was the failurs of Wade, because of
the impassability of the recads, to relieve Carlisle and hinder the
progress of the rebels se the delay and difficulty in getting cannon
from Whitehaven to Carlisle had exposed the Duke of Cumberland and his
troops to great danger and hardship at the seige of that city. This
was because of'the state of the roads from Bridgefoot, the end of the
Whitehaven turnpike, to Carlisle, and made their (i.c. the signatories')
case the same as that of the Nobility's Petition to His Majesty.
In the common interest therefore the road should be continued from
Carlisle by way of Wigton, Mealsgate, Bothel and Moota over Derwent

Bridge in Cockermouth to Bridgefoot to meet the Turnpike road from
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Wnitehaven, They earnestly desired Lowther to do his utmost to
get the (Military) road continued as they would never have such a
chance again.

Lowtherts reply was dated 25th March 1749, No one would rejoice
more than he if the road could be extended as it would be of great
service to the County, The difficulty was how to procure it since
it was well known that should any rebellion occur in Scotland the
English army would be sent to Northumberland. That was why a good -
road was thought necessary from Newcastle to Carlisle, so that -should
the Scots move that way, the English army could net enly intercept
them-before they could take-the town but might also bring cannon
with them. He would, however, consult with the members for Carlisle
and Cockermouth, some df then being "great officers™ in the army, to
see how far such a road would ﬁe of national rather than merely of
local service. He would alwa&s do his utmost t¢ help in getting
éood:r@ads for Cumberland.

In 1753 two petitions from Cumberland were brought before
Parliament. They followed the usual form and the first, that of
19th Jamary, concerned the state of the high road fromfarlisle to the
market town of Penrith, though at a later date an extension from
Penrith to Emont Bridge, dividing the counties of Cumberland and
Westmorland was permitted. Sir James Lowther played the principal
ﬁart in steering the bill, which received the Royal Assent on 8th March.

The second, heard on 27th February, concerned the road between Carlisle



157.

and the Market and Sea-port town of Workington, by way of Raffles,
Mickleﬁhwaite, Wigton, Bothel and the west end of Cockermouth which,
like all the others, had become so ruinous and was so narrow that
carriages could not pass ==<~, Three men gave evidence before the
Committee to which the petition was referred and the ensuing bill
was guided through Parliament by Colonel Stanwixe. It received the
Royal Assent on 17th April so that the inhabitants of Cockermouth
a>ﬁld have their road repaired after all = even if it were not at
public coste |

It is not within the scope of the present study to follow
further the history of the Military Road and its contemppﬁaries
and though the roads that ﬁere either made.or refurbiéhed between
1750 and *60 can scarcely be described as a "network', their influence
in the two counties must have been congiderable, Radiating from
Newicastle were, first, the Military and its loop read linking that
town with Carlisle and indeed, éhrough the Cumbrian system, with the
coast beyond, as well as with Penrith; second, the North Shields road
giving better access to a local port; and, third, the Northumberland
turnpike speeding the journey norfh t0 Scotland. The Ponteland turnpike,
fourth, pointed a little uncertainly in the directién.of that country,
ultimately by way of the Carter, but provided a good road fo Newcastle
market for the hinterland, The Morpeth to Elsdon and the Long Horsley

_to the Breamish turnpikes performed a similar function vwhile the
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Hexham to Alnmouth not only linked all (with the exception of the
North Shields road) but gave admissioﬁ;to three market towns and a
port.. The combined influence of these Qoads on the economic growth
of the areas they served and the improvement in communications vhich
Ifhey afforded must have been enormous. But was their growth entirely
haphazard?' Their layout, while neither complete nor ideal, yet
makes sense so that one cannot but wonder from the number of times
that their names occur, whether a group of northern M.Ps applied
themselves to the problem of communications, formed some sort of
plan, and gave the initial stimulus in each cases If such a group
really existed there can be little doubt that it must have included

Allgood, Blackett and Ridley, with Middleton as the guiding influence.
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APPENDIX I

KNOW ALL MEN by these presents That We Christopher Lightfoot of

Morton Hall in the County of York.Thomaa Lightfoot of Groatham Bridge
in the same County James Paul‘of Rookby in the same County, and Robert
Rowntree of Gainsaforth in the County of Durham Yeomen Do hefeby for
ourselves Jointly and Severally and for our Joint and Severall Heirs
Executors and Administrators and every of them (for the Consideration
hereinafter mentioned) Covenant promise and Agree to and with William
Biggs, George Delaval, Robert Shaftoe, Gawen Aynsley, John Blackett,
Joshua Douglas, and Edward Ward ESqUires seccscescecccessscsscccscns
Acting Commissioner and Trustees for putting in Execution an Act passed
the last Sessions of Parliament intitled (thus) An Act for laying out,
making and keeping in Repair a Road proper for the passage of Troops
and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon
Tyne, so far as the same relates to and concerns that part.of the said
Road which shall be or lye in the County of Northumberland, and every
of them Jointly and Severally, their and every of their Joint and
Severall Heirs Executors Administrators Succe?sors and Assignes in
manner and form following (that is to say) That they the said
Christopher Lightfoot Thomas Lightfoot James Paul and Robert Rowntree
or some or one of them their sons or one of their Executors Administrators
or Assignes shall and with Form, layout, Make, Finish and Complea£ a good
and sufficient Roéd fit and proper for the purposes aforesaid from the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyne aforesaid to the County of Cumberland to

begin at such a place at Newcastle aforesaid and to Extend and be laid
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out from thence throﬁgh the County of Northumberland to such part

of the County of Cumberland as the Surveyor for the time being to

the said Trustees shall from time to time Direct, appoint and think

fitt, which said Road so to0 be laid out formed made and finished as
aforesaid is to be and shall be of the Breadth Dimensions, made of

ani with the Materialls and in manner and form following (that is

to say) Twenty Seven Feet Broad from Ditch to Ditch, to Stone it
Sixteen Feet Broad and Fifteen Inches thick on the Crown, and to

dgcline gradually to Fivelnches at the Extremity at eaéh side, to

be and shall be covered with proper Gravell three Inches thick from
Newcastle aforesaid to East Denton in the said County of Northumberland,
end the Remainder of the said Road to be and shall be all covered with
Gravell where it can be had within One Mile and a half of the said Road
which is to be so Covered, and where no Gravell can be had within that
distance then to be covered with the bést Quarry rudbbish or other
proper materialls lying within that distance according to the Directions
of the Surveyor of the said Road for the time being, the said Sténes-to
be and shall be laid on at three different times in three proportionable
courses, and each course or stratum broke small and in such manner as'
the said Surveyor shall Direct; And shall and will keep at their some
or one of their proper Chargelthe whole Road as Certifyed for in Repair
for Three Years, for Eight Shillings of Lawfull British Money for each
and Every Rood of the said Road to be Inspected Measured of and Certifyed

for as sufficient by the said Surveyor And shall not or will not cover
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any part of the said Road without the said Surveyors having first
seen it Stoned and shall not Demand or Receive any Money or Reward
for making or finishing any part of the said Road until it is
Measured and Certifyed for as aforesaid and shall then only Demand
and Receive Seven Shillings and Sixpence for each and every Rood so
made finished Measured of and Certifyed for, and shall and will
leave the remaining.Sixpence for each and évery such Rood'of the
said Road in the Hands of the Clerk and Treasurer to the said
Commissioners and Trustees for each of the three Succeeding Years to
be demanded payable and paid only at the Expiration thereof on a w
punctual performance of the.Agreements Articles Matters and things !
hereinbefore mentioned And shall and will Lay out, form make fiﬁish
and compleat so ﬁuch of the said Road in each and every year untill
the whole is laid out, form nade and finished as the said Surveyor
shall Direct And further also that they or some or one of them shall
and will for the more Convenient and easy passage of Artillery, Heavy
Carriages and other Carriages along that part of the said Road out or
ugon Benwell Hills near the said Town of Newcastle Lower Levell and
make so much of the said Road Leading over or upon Benwell Hills
afores#id as shall be thought proper and Diredted by the said Surveyor
and according to the plan hereunto annexed for the éum of Fifty two
Pounds Ten Shillings over and above the payments and Recompence
hereinbefore mentioned. In witness whereof We have hereunto Set our
Hands and Seals the Second day of November in t;e year of our Lord One

thousand seven Hundred and Fifty one.

Sealed and Delivered by the above named )

Christopher Lightfoot In the presence of) Si :
égned Christoph
John Twéddell. pPher Lightfoot,
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APPENDIX II

KNOW ALL MEN by these presents That We Thomas Layburn of Wolsingham
in the County of Durham Masen and William Wheatley of Lanchester in the
same County Mason do hereby for ourselves Jointly andESeverally and
for our Joint and Several Heirs Executors and Administrators and every
of them (for the Consideration herein after meqtioned} Covenant Promise
and Agree to and with William Bigge, George DelavalP Robert Shaftoe,
Gawen Aynsley, John Blackett, Joshua Pouglas, and Edward Ward Engineers
Aeting Gommissionefs and Trustees for putting in Execution an Act paased
the last Sessions. of Parliament Intitled An Act for laying out, making,
and keeping in Repair, a Road proper for the passage of Troops amrd
Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne
8o far as the same relates to and concerns that part of the said Road
within the Gounty of Nerthumberland, and every of them Jointly and
Severally their and every of their Joint and Severall Heirs Executors
Administrators Successors and Assignas-in manner and form following
(that is to say) That they the said Thonas Layburn and William Wheatley
or the one of them their or the one of their Executors Administrators:
or Assignes shall and will on or before Midsummer day next Ensuing the
date hereof Build Erect Meke Pinish and Compleat over and across the
Dean called Newburn Dean in the cognty of Northumberland aforesaid a
Bridge of Stone of Good and ngficient Workmanship according to the
plan hereunto annexed, and which said Bridge is to be and shall be of
the Height Breadth Dimensions and proportions and in manner and form

following {that is to say) From Breast-wall to Breast-wall the Breadth
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Fifty one Feet and the Breadth of the Bridge including the Battlements -
Fourteen Feet, from the surface of the Water‘to the Top of the Arch
Thirty one Feet, and the Arch to rise in the pitch thereof from the
Springers Twelve Feet, The deepness of the pen Joints to be Two feet,
The Vazlor or Facia one Foot, From the Breast Walls to go in a Streight
Line on each side (all of which is to be and shall be filled with Solid
Building) Nine Feet, The thickness of the Flank Wells at the Bottom to -
be Five feet, and the Flanks to Scale to the Wideness (at the Extremity
of the Battlements) of Twenty five feet. The Bridge in the whole to
Extend to the length of Ninety feet, and the Height of the Battlements
above the pavement to be Four feet; The Breadth or thickness of the

Battlements to be Eleven Inches, and the same to be well Crampt, end
the Cramps so sunk into the Stones that the whole Cramp shall be

Covered with Lead, and to pave sufficiently the length of the Battlements.

And from each end of the Top of the Bridge the Banks are to be and shall
be so Cutﬁ and Levelled that the Declevity thereof shall not Exceed
four Inches in a Yard of Length, untill the same take thé Levell of

the Road above the Banks. But if it shall hapéen the Banks prove
Rockey, then and in such Case they are to be Cutt =~—='"ew-tew-"= Thipty
thfee feet Broad only at both Top and Bottom, If earthy.or soft Stuff
then and in such Case to Scale Twenty Feet on each side of the Road at
the highest part of the Banks and so im proportion to the Extremity at
and from each end of the said intended Bridge.

AND FURTHER ALSO that they the said Thomas Layburn and Williem Wheatley
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or the one of them their or the one of their Executors Administrators
or Assignes shall and will on or before Midsummer day next Ensuing the
date hereof Build Erect Make and finish over and across the Dean
called Denton Dean in the County of Northumberland aforeéaid one

other Bridge of Stone ef Good and Sufficient Workmanship according

to the plan hereunto annexed, and which said Bridge is to be and
shall be of the Height Breadth Demensions and proportiqns.and in
manner and form following {that is to say) Between Breast-Wall and
Breast-Wall the Breadth to be Eight feet, and the Breadth of the
Bridge including the Battlements: fourteen feet The Heighé of the
Battlements to be Four feet, and to pave sufficieﬂily the length of
the Battlements IN €ONSIDERATION whereof thgy'the said Thomas: Layburn
and William Wheatley their Executors Administrators or Aseignes are

to be paid the Sum of One Hundred and Sixty pounds of Lawfull Brittish
Money upon their finishing and compleating the said two Seversl Bridges
and performance of their Several deenants and Agreements herein before
mentioned and contained touching and concerning tﬁe same, and also
upon their some or one of their finding and giving a further and
better security to the Satisfaction of the then Acting Commissioners
and Trusteeg (if required} for the keeping the same Bridges in good
and sufficient repair for the term of Seven years from the finishing
thereof respectively And further also that they some or one of them,

at their some or one of their own Expence and Charge shall and will
maintain and keep the said two several Bridges in good and sufficient
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.xepair for the term of Seven years from the finishing thereof
respectively. IN WITNESS whereof We have hereunto set our Hands

and Seals the Second day of November One thousand Seven hundred and

fifty One.

Sealed and Delivered } { Tho®* Layburn

in the presence of ) Signed ( William Wheatley.
John Tweddell. |

Jn°* Brown.
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1751.
Copy of the first Account of the Receipts and
Disbursements of John Tweddell Gentleman Clerk &
Trustee to and for the Commissioners & Trustees =
Nominated anﬁ appointed for putting in execution an
Act passed the last Sessions of Parliament Intitled
an Act for Laying out making & keeping in repair,
a Road proper for the passage of Troops & Carriages
from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle
upon Tyne, so far as the same relates to or concerns
that part of the said Road which lies in the County of

Northumberland.

3rd Dec’® 175l.

d.

Deliv " by Mr. Bigge at the Bar.
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The First Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of John Tweddell
Gentléﬁan Clerk and Treasurer to and for the Commissioners and Trustees
Nominated and Appointed to putting in Execution an Aot passed the last
Sessions of Parliament Intitled An Act for laying out, making, and
keeping in Repair a Road proper for the Passage of Troops and Carriages
from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne so far as
relates to or concerns that part of the said Road within the County of
Northumberland. '

1751¢ccccee The said John Tweddell Dr. L. s.

August 9th. Received by a Bill this day drawn by Ogder of the
said Trustees on Gislingham Cooper Esq °Banker in
London/Nominated and Appointed by the said
Trustees for the said Road to receive from the
Right Honourable the Lord Commissioner for
Executing the Office of Treasurer of his Majestys
Exchequor the Sum of Two thousand pounds to be -
applied to the purposes directed by the said Act /
payable to Mr. Jonathan Ormston or Order, the )

s‘lm of LA R R A AN NS ENENENE A ENNNENENNNNEENNENENNNNENYNNNHN] )

August 1Tth. Received by a Bill this day drawn by order of the)
said Trustees on the said Gislingham Cooper ) 190.18.
payable to Mr. Edward Bigge or Order the sum of ..)

November 23 Recd'by a Bill this day drawn by Order of the said)
Trustees, on the s%id Gislingham Cooper payable to) 100. O.
Matthew Ridley Esq ‘or Order, the sum of cececese )

November 2% Rec?*by a Bill this day drawn by Order of the said)
Trustees, on the said Gisl%ngham Cooper, payable ) 300. O.
to Langdale Sunderland Esq °, or Order the Sum of )

)
)
)
)
) 200, o.
)
)

de

0.

O.

0.

0.

£790.18.

Q.
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1751. Per Contra Cre £ 8¢

August 21“' Paid to Mr. Edward Bigge by Order of the said )
Trustees being two thirds of his Bill for Fees )
and Disbursements in Obtaining and Getting Past)
the Act abovementioned the sum of ooooco.oooooc)

August 29th' Paid to Ralph Callender by Order of the said
Trustees for Building a Wall as an Abutment
and Support to a House adjoining the said Road
called the Quarry House, it being in Danger of
falling by Cutting the side of the Road near to
the me’ ﬂle Bumef [ T A NN E N NE NN NNNENENNNNNNNHNMN]

)
)
)
)
)
)
September 25%* Paid by Order of the said Trustees %o )
" Thomas Slack Agent for Thompson and Company )
Publishers of the Newcastle Journal for twice )
advertising a Meeting of the Commissioners to )

be held the 15th day of July last, and once )
advertising a Meeting on the 5th of October )

next’ the s‘m of [ F A E RN N AN NNNNNENENNNNNNNNENNHN) )
)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

?

190.18.

13.

6.

e paja by Order of the said Trustees to Mr.
John White Publisher of the Newcastle Courant
for advertising the above Meetings, the sum of

Paid to Thomas Layburn by Order of the said
Trustees for Searching for the Foundation of a
Bridge intended to be Built over Newburn Dean
the Sﬂm of [ E X NN NN NN NN NN NNNNENENNENNENMNNNENRNNNNNN]

Sep tember 25 p

October B.th‘

2. O.

November gnde Paid by Order of the said Trustees to
. Christopher Lightfoot the Undertaker, for
making the said Road, on Account, the sum of

300. Q.

November 2nd-.

Paid by Order of the said Trustees to Thomas
Layburn the Undertaker for Building the Bridges,) 30. O.
on Account’ theSWOf [ E R N NN N NENNNNENNENNENNNHNENNHN ]

)
de paid by Order of the said Trustees to John )
)

November 2"
Richardson for making Conduits on each side of ) 3
the Road fram the Westgate Newcastle to Te 3
Benwell Quarry Gate, the Sum of cccecevcvscsce )

d.

O.

4.

6e

6.

0.

0.

O.

6o

551 ° 71.100

By Ballance eeee 259.10.

2e

Seen and Allow'd by Us £790.18.
G.oAynsley ) *Cooper

Jn~ *Simpson W*Wilkinson

Ralph Sowerby Alderman of Newcastle.
Matt. Bell Jno. Clavering.

John Williams * Fenwick

Je+ Reay John Swinburn.

O.

Jn°* Tweddell. Treasurer.



169.
APPENDIX I1Ia

The Account of the Commissioners and Trustees Nominated and Appointed
for putting in Execution an Act passed the last Sessions of Parliament
Intitled An Act for laying out making and keeping in Repair a Road proper
for the Passage of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyne so far as the same relates to or concerns that
part of the said Road within the County of Northumberland of the several
sums by the said Act directed and Appointed to be paid for the purposes
therein mentioned together with all monies raised and by them Expended in

and for the Making and finishing the said Road.

To Cash paid Mr. Edward Bigge Solicitor
for passing the Act, two thirds for
Northumberland co-.ooo.ooooccoco m%.la. o.

To Cash paid Ralph Callender for

mlding walls 000000 PBIBOOIESITES 15. 4.
To Cash paid Messrs. Thompson and
fihite printers eseosscesesssnee 13. O,

Po Cash paid Thomas Layburn for
searching for the foundations
Of a Bridge [ EE RN ENNNENENNENNEN N 2. 0. 0

To Cash paid him on Account for
building a Brj.d@ LA A N N NN N NN NN J m. 0. 0.

To Cash paid Christopher Lightfoot
Undertaker for making the said
Road on Account cecescesceccecs 300. O. O

To Cash paid John Richardson for
building Conduits seevcccaseee z’. 3. 6.

£531. Te10.
Ballance 15590 8. 8.

£1890.16. 6.

By Cash received by
Mr. Gislingham Cooper
by Order of the said
Trustees at the
Exchequers... £2000, O. O

Paid fees at
the Exchequer
and Treasurers 109. 3. 6.

That money received

at the Exchequer. £ 1890.16. 6.

(This is against what Cooper drew first year £2,000
but the Commissioners only received £790,18. O.

of which they spent £531., 7.10.
"cfe account for 1751. Wele)
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The Commissioners

for the County of Northumberland
for making a Rﬁad etc.
1753 Febel6
from Carlisle
to Newcastle
Accompt with Gislingham
Cooper -
1753

16th February 1753
Delivd. at the Bar by
Mr, Cooper, title Rbad,
& Ordered to Lye on the

Table,
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The Commissioners & Trustees for the County of Northumberland for

making a Road between Carlisle & Newcastle upon Tyne.

Gislingham : Cooper e.se. Dr.
1751 .
August 3 To recd. of The Rt. Honble The Lord of the Treasury &£2000
1752
June a Tel m.tto ..............'.........'.........'..!....... 2000
5.'4000.. -
1753
Febry.l} To the BallancCe ecececcesssscesscrosssssccsccsssascone M39. 1. 6.
1751 _ Cr.
August By Sundry Expence Viz
paid at the Treasury ececceee £Fe 30 6o )
Auditor Office eeeososcascscs 12.]-0. 0. )
PellB Qfﬁce (RN NN NN XN NN 1-0190 6. ) [ X ] 109. 3. 6.
Tellers csecvecccceccsccnssss mo 0. 0. )
Ci 'l List 08 SSS0OSCeNSPSISIILIS 50'. o. 0. )
War™ at the Auditors )
Office 0. 9. 6. )
Messengers Ry l, 1. O, )
14 By John Ormston eeececcrcsecccocscsescccsccasconss 200, =
26 = Edward Bigge Esq. 906000800000 ccccrs0serrecee 190.180 O.
NOV. 7 - Mattw Ridley Esqo o.-ooa'o-o--o-.ooooocno-oooo 100. -
11 - Langdale Sunderland Esqo ®0ececcsecssscccnne m. bd
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1752 .
Janyo 31 - JOhn Tweddell....-.-....-..........-.-.... 2000 -

April 8 - Langdale Sunderland Esq. eeenposecssssnsene 300. -
May 11 - Edward Bigge Esq...'...'.'........._.'..... m‘lz. 6.
June 8 By Sundry Expence viz s-

paid at the Treasury cecscececsee £fo 30
MeSSengers sesescescscescccscsses lo le
Auditor's e@ eevccccesccvscecsse 12410,
Poll Ofﬁce Sevooncsevsvecasonrosee 7.19.
Tellors PO ecescscscoscsascsessse 30e Oe
Giv%l List PO OSSOSO OOCIOEONPIIRSNOS 50. o.
War at the Auditors Office ceeee 0Oa 9.
Messengers 0eoevsossececssencenevoe l. 1.

-
| ot
(o]
.

40 6.

ONODORNOOO

N o " N Nt e N P

15 By L&ngdale Sunderland Esq 00000 ccccsvsvssnccnsoe mfn. -

Ditto OO0 08 0000000 OO SRPRBROPREERRNSEONORIOEOIBNIOETSDYSEOS 200. -

L
=
-
<
H
1
]

Ditm GO EsOIOOOPPFOPOEOSIOODPOOPIOOOOEPROOEPTRIOIDPOOPPOREELEES m. -
11 - bitto PO 00 B0 BP0 00CO000800SCENINIOSIORIOEOOCGEOIPOTEOSIOPOIPOREOSEEOEES m. -
5 - Ditto POV OG0 000G PORPOOOOCOONTPINOISERPRSIOIBROEROEOSIOIBOIDPDOIOPETSDY 2w.-

8 - l.)itto 0000000 00000000 C00CIIRNCEROGRRAIOCORISERIITOSE 300. -

£3560418. 6.

By due to the Commissioner ) :
to Ballance 4390 1, 6.

£4000. O. O.
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APPENDIX V

No.2 1753 | Dec.6

COPY of the sixth Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of John
Tweddell Gentleman Clerk and Treasurer to and for the Commissioners
and Trustees nominated and appointed for putting in Execution an Act
passed in the 24th Year of his present Majesty's Reign Intitled an Act
for laying out making and keeping in repair a Road proper for the
passage of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town
of Newcastle upon Tyne so far as the same relates io or concerns that
part of the said Road which lies in the County of Northumberland.

6th December 1753-

Delivered at the Bar by Mr. Bigge, Titled Road and
ordered to lye 'on the Table',

THE SIXTH ACCOUNT of the Receipts and Disbursements of John Tweddell

Gen tleman Clerk and Treasurer to and for the Commissioners and Trustees
nominated and appointed for putting in execution an Act passed in the
twenty fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty intitled an Act

for laying and making and keeping in Repair a Road proper for the passage
"of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle
upon Tyne so far as the same relates to or concerns that part of the said
Read which lies in the County of Northumberland.

1753 the said JOHN TWEDDELL. © Dre

To Cash resting in his Hands being the Ballance )
of the second third fourth and fifth accounts the)
smof ............................-I..‘...'..l..) 170. 6.%

1st March. Received by Bills this day drawn by Order of the)
said Trustees on Gislingham Cooper Esqr. payable )
to Langdale Sunderland Esqr or Order one for £300 )
another for £120 being part of the Cash remaining )
in Mr., Cooper's hands the last year the sum of .. ) 420. 0. O.

lst April. Received by a Bill drawn by order of the said )
Trustees on Gislingham Cooper Esqr. payable to Mr.)

George Bates, in full of the cash in Mr.Cooper's )

)

Hands the lasgt year the Sum Of cecececcvccccncacn 190 l. 6.
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per CONTRA sccceces
£,

20th Janry. Paid by order of the said Trustees to Mr. John

Brown Surveyor for money expended by him in making
a Crossing over thé Road at Walbottle the sum of 1.

10th Pebry. Paid by order of the said Trustees to William

24th

24th

24th

24th

March

Ramghaw for raising the Read at the Gill betwsen
Rutchester and Whitchester the sum of cesecee 12,

Paid by order of the said Trustees to Thomas
Layburn for Mason:work done at Rutchester Dean
and for making three arches on the Road the sum

Gf [ EXEEEEENEENNNE NENENENRNENMNNNRNNENNEMNENNEHNEJNNNEN ] 24.

Paid by order of the said Trustees to John
Richardson for building Conduits for the use of

the Road the SUM Of ececscosacsscssccscssovsssse 15.

Paid by order of the said Trustees to
Christopher Lightfoot son of the late undertaker
for money due to his said Father for -? Dues
stubbing of Wood Levelling two Hills and filling
up two hollow places on the Road the sum of .... 23

Paid by order of the said Trustees to Thomas
and Christopher Lightfoot the Undertakers for
making the said Road on account the sum of .¢... 100,

24th. Paid by order of the said Trustees to Ralph

Davison for filling up Quarry Holes and for
Damage done to his Ground the sum of ceeevecesse Lo

24th, ‘Paid by order of the said Trustees to Thomas - . .

and Christopher Lightfoot the undertakers for
making the Road on account the sum 0f seeeceece 170,

24th. Paid by order of the said Trustees to John

Brown Surveyor for his Quarter's sallary due the
Sﬂ‘ Of next month ﬂle MOf'oooo..-ooo.oo-oo-on 100

24th. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to Thomas

Layburn the Undertaker for building the Bridges

on accolmt thes‘mof e 8000 ECOCRNSINOIOEOSNOEOIOSIIOSNIBSROITOEES m.-

24th. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to John

Usher for Digging a well that was fill'd up
by making the Road the sum of eccescccccccccnss

Cr.

1l.

10.

13.

12.

16.

0.

l.

0.

0.

10.

de

0.

O.

0.

6.

0.'

O

0.

0.

O.

O.
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April 21st. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to John
Crawforth for making two Batteries to support
the Road at Heddon on the Wall the sum of ....

2lst. Paid by order of the said Trustees to
William Moffitt Pavior for making 294 yards of
pavement at the Westgate at 6d. the sum of ...

21st. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to
Thomas Layburn for Building two Arches on the
Road at Halton and Shildon Common the sum of ...

213f. Paid by order of the said Trustees to
William Ramshaw for cutting down a Hill at
Heddon on the Wall the sum of ceeeveecacesveces

2lst. Paid by order of the said Trustees to
Thomas and Christopher Lightfoor the Undertakers
for making the Road on account the sum of seceee

May 5th. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to Thomas
Layburn for adding 290 Foot to the flank walls
of Newburn Bridge Ends at 8d. per foot the sum of

Sth, Paid by Order of the said Trustees to Mr.
Isaac Thompsonramd Co. printers for advertising
meetings of the said Trustees the sum of seeee

5the . Paid by order of the said Trustees to Mr.
John White for the like the sum Of secoecccans

5th. Paid by order of the said Trustees to Mr. Wm.
Cuthbert for the like the sum of seececcecensce

5th. Paid by order of the said Trustees to Mrs.
Hannah Hindmarsh for eleven Roods of her Ground
made part of the Road the sum of sececevccssnns

130 00 3.'
Te Te Oo
15. 5. O.
l. 9.10.
170. O. O.
9 130 4
4. 00
4o O.
6. 6.
Yo 15. O
&'.608'. 17. 20

By Ballance

11, 1%,

8609. 8. }i’o

‘ Jdno. Tweddell Treasurer.
(N.B. Error of 2s. Totals should read
£60a.ol9o 2, and £609.10. ﬁo - W.L.).
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APPENDIX VI
THE SEVENTH ACCOUNT

the said JOHN TWEDDELL

1753

By Cash resting in his
hands being the ballance
of the Sixth Account the

sum: Of eseecscscccccance OO.ll.

28th June. Received by a

Bill drawn by order of the

said Gislingham Cooper,

BEsq. payable to Langdale
Sunderland Esqr. or Order

the m Of 900000000090 1000. 0.

Received by a
Bill drawn by order of
the said Trustees on
Gislingham Cooper, Esqr.
payable to Langdale
Sunderland Esqr. or
Order the sum of seeeee

500. O.

1%

O.

Q.

May 19th.

19th.

19th.

Pr. Contra

Paid by Order of the
Trustees to Mr. Thomas
Lightfoot for stubbing
of Wood and making
crossing over the .

said Road. 10.17.

Paid by order of
the said Trustees to
Thomas Layburn for
additional work done
at Newburn Dean

Bridge. 43.18.

Paid by order of
the said Trustees to
Thomas and Christopher
Lightfeot Urd ertakers

on account of making
the road. 200, O.

said

6.

6.

O.

£1500.116 1%. 19th, Paid by order of
the said Trustees to
Mr. JohnBell for
building several
walls at Halton. 20. O. Q.
June 23rd. Paid by order
of the said Trustees
to Mr. John Brown
Surveyor being money
paid by him to Joseph
Hedley and Partners
for work done on
the road. 22, 1. Q.
23rd. Paid by order of
the said Trustees to
ditto on account of
his building a wall
on the north side of
the road along Shildon
Common. 27e19. O,

23rd., Paid by order of

the said Trustees to

Thomas and Christopher
Lightfoot on account of
making the road. 100. Q0. O.



July

177.

23rd.

2lst.

21st.

2lst.

2lst.

21st.

21st,

21st.

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Thomas Layburn
on account for building
Newburn Dean Bridge.

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Edward
Bigge for hig bill of fees
and disbursements since
the eleventh of May 1752.

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Thomas
Layburn for building walls

20. O.

152, 3.

at Newburn Dean and Walbottle

Lane and for building 9 yds.
of conduit,

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Thomas
Lightfoot Undertaker on
account for making the
fo&do

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. John Brown
for his quarter sallary due
the 5th instant.

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Thomas
Layburn Undertaker Dean
Bridge on Account..

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Edward Montagu
Esquire for 4 acres and

1 rood of his ground made
part of the road.

Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr., John Brown
Surveyor for building
walls upon the road.

9.13.

200. 0.

10. O.

10, O.

65¢ 24

100. O.

C.

0.

8.

0.

0.

O.

O.

0.

£991.14.

8.
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SEVENTH ACCOUNT CONTINUED BROUGHT FORWARD £991.14, Bd.

15th August. Paid by Order of the said
Trusteses to Mr. Michael Pearson
for making 40 roods of Wall at
East Matfen at 2 sh. per rood
and for 1/3rd part of an acre
of his ground made part of
the Road and for erecting two
ga-tes. 9. 5. 0.

15th August. Paid by Order of the said
- Trustees to Mr. Thomas Lightfoot
and Partners Undertakers on
Account of making the Road. 200. 0. O.

18th Paid by Order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Michael Pearson
for covering 40 rood of Vall
with sods there not being stones
sufficient to make it 5 ft. high _
according to agreement. 6. 8.

18th, Paid by Order of the said
Trustees to Mr. Henry Viaugh for
paving his Front and making a
Porch before his door at
Westgate which the widening of
the road made necessary. l. 3. 9.

15th September. Paid by Order of the said .
Trustees to Mr, Thomas Layburn
for work done at the battlements
and flank walls of Denton Bridge
and for making two troughs at

Walbottle Dean, 7.15- 8.
1210. 5. 9.
By Ballance 290, 5. 4%.

1500411, 1%.

Jno. Tweddell Treasurer.
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APPENDIX VII
THE EIGHTH ACCOUNT
The said JOHN TWEDDELL Dre 1753 Pr. Contra Cre

To Ballance resting in my £o 8¢ de 573 0ctober. Paid by Order

Hands on stating and of the said Trustees to

gettling the Sixth and Mr. John Brown Surveyor
. Seventh Accounts the on account the sum of . = 50.

mof 6860000 0essrennny 290. 5. 4';‘. 2nd,. Pa.id. by Order Of the
1753 ' said Trustees to Thomas
29th Sept. Received by a LayburnUndertaker for

Bill drawm. by order of building Bridges on

the said Trustees on account the sum of ... 10.

Gislingham Cooper Esqre
payable to Mr. Thomas

Simpson for '%'o-oooo.ooco 400. 00 0.

3rd Novr. Received by a
Bill Drawn by Order of
the said Trustees on
Gislingham Cooper Esqr.
payatle to Matthew

Ridley Esqr. the sum of,.100s O. Os

T90. 5¢ 4%.

2nd, Paid by order of the
said Trustees to Thomas
and Christopher Lightfoot
Undertakers for making
the road on account the
sum of o090 sOePOOGOIERNROIOSOITSS

30th, Paid by order of the
gaid Trustees to Mr.
John Brown Surveyor for
his quarter's sallary
due the fifth day of
October ingtant the
BUl Of ecoecoocccssesne

30th. Paid by order of the
said Trustees to Thomas
and Christopher Lightfoot
Undertakers for making the
road the sum of seeeeesel20,

30th. Paid by order of the
paid Trustees te Thomas
Layburn Undertaker for
building Bridges on
account the sum of .e..e 20,

3rd November. To three
quarters of a years
sallary due to myself
the fifth day of October
la'Bt the sum of cececs

200.

I0.

15.

“Paid by order of the said
T!'us‘bees to Mro Wm.
Gibson in full of his
Bill of Business the
sum Of ....:..l.......

O.

O.

0. o.'

0.

0.

0.0.

0.

O.

0.

31.10.

0.

0.

O.

1%,



10th.

180.

To myself by'order of the said Trustees
for my Extraordinary Trouble in the

Execution of my office the sum of seees 10.10. O
Paid by order of the said Trustees to
Thomas and Christopher Lightfoet the
~ Undertakers on account the sum of «e... 30+ 0. O.
Paid by order of the said Trustees to
Gislingham Cooper Esqr. Fees paid by
him a4t the Treasury and Exchequer the
Su.l'l'l Of QS PPOOSLOEOBITISIROINEDLNISISIIOIONOIEOIPTSEPOETDPDE llo. 4. 6.
£606e 4o T¥
By Ballance 1843 Oe 9
£790. 5. 4%.

Jno; Tweddell Treasurer.
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APPENDIX VIII

1756 Dec A/c

THE TWELFTH Account of the Receipts and Disbursements
of John Tweddell Gentleman Clerk and Treasurer to and for the
Commissioners and Trustees Nominated and Appointed for putting
in Execution an Act passed in the Twenty fourth Year of the
Reign of his present Majesty Intitled an Act for laying and
making and in keeping in Repair a Road proper for the passage
of Troops and Carriages from theICity of Carliéle to the Town
of Newcastle upon Tyne so far as the same relates to or Concerns
that part of the said Road which lies in the County of

Northumberland,

14th December 1756,

Delivd at the Bar by Mr. Bigge, Titled Road

and Ordertd to lye on the Table,
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THE TWELFTH Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of John

Tweddell Gentleman Clerk and Treasurer to and for the commissioners
and trustees nominated and appointed for putting in Execution an Act
passed in the Twenty fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty
intitled an Act for laying and making and keeping in repair a Road
proper for the passage of Troops and Carriages from the City of
Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne so far as the same relates
to or concerns that part of the said Road which lies in the County of

Northumberland,
The said JOHN TWEDDELL

Te ballance resting in my
Hands on Stating and Settling

Dr.

Pr, Contra

1756

Cr.

January 3rd. Paid by Order

the last account the sum of £1574.17.5%

1756

Jan,3rd. Received by a Bill
drawn by Order of the
gaid Trustees on
Gislingham Cooper Esqr.
-_for the sum of esescee

May 29 Received by a Bill
drawn by order of the said
Trustees on Gislinghanm
Cooper Esqr. for the
sum0f 00 00 PQCEOOSCOGIPQOGCEQOEECTSEDTTOITS £5000 OI

July 31 Received by two Bills
drawn by Order of the said
Trustees on Gislingham
Cooper for the sum of ce.o £ 400. O.

Oct.3). Received by a Bill
drawn by order of the said
Trustees on Gislinghanm

£ 685, 1.

Cooper Esqr. the sum of .. £ 100, O,

of the said Trustees
to Mr. John Brown Surveyor
on Account the sum of £100. O.

31st. Paid by Order of

0.

0.

O.

the said Trustees to .
the said John Brown
in full for his
Quarter's sallary due
the fifth day of
January Instant the

Bum0f o900 00sapEr mo. 0.

3lst. Paid by Order of -

the said Trustees to =
Thomas Lightfoot being
the ballance of his
account stated and
settled this day the
sm Of 900000 BESISQSIDYS

£75.16.

Peb,28th. Paid by Order of

O.

£3259.18.

5k

the said Trustees to
Mr, John Brown Surveyor

on account the sum of £60. 0.

April 4th, Paid by order of

the said Trustees to
the said John Brown for
his Quarter%s sallary
due the Fifth day of
April Instant the°§nm

£10. 0.

4th, Paid by Order of the

4th

said Trustees to the
said John Brown on
account the sum of..

Paid by order of the
said Trustees to Thomas
Layburn Undertaker of
Bridges on account the
Mor 9000 I00000ccne

£100. O.

£ﬂ)' 0.

0.

0.

Se

0.

0.

0.

0.
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Pr. Contra

April 4th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to John Richardson
Mason for building conduits
upon the road the sum of

4th. Paid by Order of the said
Trustees to Thomas Lightfoot
Undertaker on account the .

sunm Of G00censasscssDsENDROIOS

May 29th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John
Brown Surveyor on account
the sum Of ececcoccsccccsce

May 29th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said Thomas
Layburn Undertaker of
Bridges on Account the sum of

June 26th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John
Brown Surveyor on Account
the sum Of 090000060 PSOGISIOGEOIOETIITS

June 26th. Paid by order of the said -

Trustees to the said Thomas
Layburn Undertaker of Bridges
on account the sum Of esecses

June 26th, Paid by order of the said
Trustees . to Cuthbert Dixon
on Account of building walls
the sum. Of cevecccccscccscssse

July 3lst. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John
Brown Surveyor on Account
the sllm Of 20000 0000000000 000

31st. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John
Brown Surveyor for his
Quarter’s sallary due the
fifth day of July Instant
the sum of Secoescsescccecnoy

August 28th. Paid by Order of the said

Trustees to the said John
Brown on account the sum of

£3.

£100.

£110.

£20.

£400.

&10.

£500.

£10.

Cr.

14.

0.

0.

£400. O.

6.

O.

0.

O.

O.

0.

C.

O.

O.

O.

Carry forward

£1989,10.11.
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THE TWELFTH ACCOUNT CONTINUED. . £e 8. de
Brought forward £3259.18.5% 1756 Brought forward 1989.10.11.

August 25th. Paid by order- of the
said Trustees to Lady Blackett
for Three Roods and fifteen
perches of Ground made part of
the Road and for damage done to
he:_l' grounds the sum Of eeeee ’ 21015--0.

28th. Paid by Order of the said

Trustess to Nicholas Roberts

Esquire for one acre and twenty

perches of his Ground made part

of the Road axd for Damage done .
to his grounds the sum of ... 23. l. 10,

Sept.26th, Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John Brown
. Surveyor on Account the sum of £400,0. O.

Octr.12th. Paid by order of the said
Prustees to Thomas Lightfoot
Undertaker being the ballance
for finishing the road from
the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne
to Carriers Gap the sum of ....£193. 4. 9%.

30th. Paid by Order of the said
- Trustees to Mr. John Brown
Surveyor for his Quartert's
sallary due the fifth day of
October Instant the sum of ... £10. 0. O.

BOtQ. By one years sallary due to
myself the fifth day of
October instant the sum of ..o £20. 0. O.

30th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to the said John
Brown Surveyor on account .
the Sum Of .‘.'..I..I...l.....-. £230. 0. 0.

30th. Paid by order of the said
Trustees to Mr. William Gibson
being money paid by him to and
to the order of Christopher
Lightfoot Deceased as Undertaker
of the said Road the sum of ...£214. 0.10.
30th. Paid by order of the said Trustees
to William Baird for damage done to
his ground by working stones out of
his Quarry for the use of the Road
the SUm Of cececoccccccccscses £lel0s Oo
3103, 3. 4;.
Banlll.loouo 156.15. 1.

£3259,18., 5k.
Jno. Tweddell,
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APPENDIX IX

1751

1757 Dec.20.

The thirteenth Account of the Receipts & Disbursements of
John Tweddell Gentleman Clerk & Treasurer to & for the
Commissioners & Trustees Nominated & Appointed for Putting
in Execution An Acf Pagsed in the Twenty fourth Year of the
Reign of his Present Majesty Intitled an Act for laying Out
making & Keeping in Repair a Road proper for the passage of
Troops & Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of
Newcastle upon Tyne so far as the same relates to or Concerns
thet Part of the said Road which lyes in the County of

Nerthumberland.

20th December 1757,

Delive at the Bar by Mr. Bigge, Intitled Road and

ordered to lye on the Table,
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THE THIRTEENTH ACCOUNT of the Receipts and Disbursements of
John Tweddell Gentleman Clerk and Treasurer to and for the
Commissioners and Trusteées Nominated and Appointed for putiing
in Execution an Act passed in the Twenty fourth year of the Reign
of his present Majesty Intitled An Act for Laying out Msking and
Keeping in Repair a Road proper for the passage of Troops and
Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon
Tyne, so far as the same relates to or cencerns that part of the
said Road which lyes in the County of Northumberland.

The said JOHN TWEDDELL per -Contra Cr. &£. s. d.
. . Dr. £. 3. do 1756
By Cash resting in his Hands Novr.27th. Paid by Order
being the Ballange ef the of the said Trustees to
Twelfth Account eeeseceesee 156e15. 1o Mr. John Brown Surveyor
1757 July 29th. Received by of the foad on accounty 0. 0. 0
Five several Bills drawn by soeecssesnes s v
Order of -the said Trustees , Decr.18th, Paid by Order
on -Giaslingham Cooper Esqr. of the said Trustees to

thesum°f Sceesessscscaces 1500. - o the Said lIth Brown on .
Septr.13th. Received by A;c;g};nt the sum of ecee 56.16. 1.
ghrg: d":"g;‘*‘lthﬁllﬁ ddra‘m Jany.29th. Paid by Order

Y % S of the said Trustees to

Trustees on Gislingham the said John Brown on

Cooper Esqr. the sum of .. 556.18, 8. Account the sum of .... 60. O. O.
March 19th, Paid by Order

of the said Trustees to

the said John Brown on A
Account’ the sum of evee 60. o- O.

Carried forward £2484. 3. T+ April 9th, Paid by Order
of the said Trustees to
the said John Brown on
Account, the sum of sses 30. O. O

April 30th. Paid by Order

of the said Trustees to

the said John Brown on

Account, the sull 0f cecee 20. O. O.

May 2lst. Paid by Order

of the said Trustees to

Thomas Lightfoot late

Undertaker of the Road

on Account of Repairs dore

at the Road, the sum of . 5. Oe O

May 21lst. Paid by order of

the said Trustees to the

said John Brown Surveyor

on account the sum of .. 30. 0. Qo

July 2nd. Paid by order

;}f theL isa.id Trustees to

homas tfoot bei

full of El:i?s Note ?’:rzl'sniga.irg
sum of 10.

Septr.27th. Received by a

Bill drawn by Order of the

said Trustees on Gislinghan

Cooper Esqr. the sum of oee. 270. 9410,

dons at the Road, the 6. 6.
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1757
July 2nd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees

to John Johnson Undertaker of

Bridges on Account, the sum of ... 40, O.
July 2nd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees

to Joseph Gibson:and Partner

Undertakers of Haltwhistle Burn

Bridge on Account the sum of ... 40, O.

July 2nd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to Thomas Laybourne late Undertaker
of Bridges on Account the sum of «.. 40. O.

July 2nd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees to
Mr.John Brown Surveyor on Acci. the
SuEOf ....‘......I..0.0.......'..... 373. O.

July 30th. Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to the said John Brown on Account,
the slm‘of [ A R N B NN N NENNNNNNNMNNENNNNNE 2%. 0.

Septr.3rd. Paid by order of the said Trustees
' to the said John Brown on Account,
th@ Sum Of [ A N NN RN NNENENNNNNNNNNNENRNNIDN] 5%. o.

Septr.3rd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to the said John Brown infull for
his Half years Sallary due the Fifth
day of April last, the sum of eee¢ees 20. O.

Septr.3rd. Paid by order of the said Trustees
to Mr. James Skaifs in full for making
. Three acres of his Ground at Temmond
part of the Road and for making Two
hurdred and twenty Nine Rood of Hedge
at Three Shillings a Rood, the sum of 65.17.

Septr. 3rd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to0 John Johnson Undertaker of Bridges
on Account, the Sum of «ieccveccecece 30. O

Septr. 3rd. Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to Joseph Gibsonénd Partner Undertakers
of Haltwhistle Burn Bridge in full for
Building the said Bridge, the sum of 52.18.

Septr.20th, Paid by Order of the said Trustees
%o Mr. Edward Bigge his Bill of Fees
and Disbursements in obtaining the
Act last Session of Parliament, the
sllm Of ([ FE BB RN EENENNNEENEENNENNENENNENNEN] 156.18.

O.

O.

O.

0.

0.

O.

O.

0.

O.

O.

8.



Novr.l2th.

Novr.l2th.

Novr.l2th.

Novr.12th,

Novr. 12th.

Novr. 12th.
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Paid by Order of the said Trustees
to Mr. John Brown, Surveyor of the
Road on account, the sum of scecee 220. O.

Paid by Order of the said Trustess

to Mr. Thomas Armstrong in full for

Four Acres and Thirty Six perches

of his Ground at Fell-End made part

of the Road and in full of all

Damages occasioned thereby or by

making of Hedges or otherwise

relating thereto, the sum of .. . 51. O.

Paid by Order of the said Trustees

to Mr. John Brown Surveyor for his

Half Years Sallary due the Fifth

day of October last, the sum of ... 20. O.

By-one years Sallary due to myself
the Fifth day of October last, the ,
Sm@f 0000 RCOGERANOESROIBNIUDONROIVISERNOS 20. 0.

Paid by Order of the said Trustees

to Mr. Robert Lowes in full for One

acre, two roods and Twenty two

perches of his Ground near Chollerford
Bridge made part of the Road, the

sum of [ X X N N N N N N N NN R NNNENNNNNNNENN X ] 31. 0.

Paid by Order of the said Trustees

to the said Mr. Robert lLowes for

keeping in Repair the Hedges and

Fences made thro' the Grounds of

the said Mr. lowes being after

the Rate of Two Shillings a Rood

for One Hundred and Thirty one

Roods the sum Of eccecsesccscccscace 150 2.

0.

0.

0.

0.

O.

O

Carried forw’ard £ 2145.18.
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THE THIRTEENTH ACCOUNT CONTINUED

1757

£. 8e
Brot. forward  2145.18.
Paid by Order of the said

2484« 3. To

Dec. 3rd.

14th December 1757 Examined and
allowed by us

William Ord John Williams

Vim, Fenwick .

Joseph Reay

Ro. Shafto

Wm. Cooper

John Swinburn

Wm. Gibson

Jo Douglas.

Novr.12th. Trustees to Mr,

Robert Lambert for damage
done hig Grounds, during
the time of making the Road,

d.
3

the Bum°f ............'I‘C. 1‘.‘0.' o.
Novr.l2th. Paid by Order of the

said Trustees to Mr. William
Gibson Urdersheriff of the
County of Northumberland for
his trouble in summoning a
Jury to ascertain the Damage
done to the Grounds of Mr.
Thomas Armstrong by making.

the Road, and for his J ourney
Horsehire and Expences in
attending the View, and drawing
Jury Inquisition, and for Money
laid out and Expended in
Entertaining the Jury on that

View, the sum of sveeeses 18e12, 6o
Decr.3rd. Paid by Order of the '

said Trustees to the Revd.
Mr. Cuthbert Wilson for
making T97 Rood of Hedges
thro' his Grounds at Wallick,

the sum of eeoeevcosssses 1160 l. O.

Paid by Order of the said
Trustees to Joshua Douglas

- Esqr. for Two Acres, one Rood

and Thirty seven perches of
his Ground at Henshaw made
part of the Read, and for
making 271 Rood of Fences

- in the same Ground at Three

Shillings a Rood the sum of 62. O. 6,
£2349.12. 3.

By Ballance 0134.11. 4.
£2484. 3. Te

Jno. Tweddell Treasurer.
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Remains due and Unpaid to the several persons
hereafter mentioned, by Contract.
£. s. do

To Mr. John Carrick for his Grounds made part
of the Road’ and for Hedges s s ve0emPro0OLRene 19.11. 0.

TO MI‘- ThOB. Erﬁngton f@l‘ Dr.c-o.cuocoll-o.o.ccccc 3. 7. 6l
TO MI‘. JOhn Amstmng for Dr.a..-oonco.ooccconu.oou 360 80 3.
Due to the Undertaker of the Turnpike Houses seeees 150. O. O.

- To Building Bridges, and Damages done the Grounds
of Private persons, and for Repairing the Road... 150. 0. O.

£359. 6. 9.

dno. Tweddell, Clerk.
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APPENDIX X
ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT between the Revd. John Waugh Dr, of Laws:
The Rev, Rébert Graham Hénry Aglionby Esqr. Jioseph Dacre Esqre.
Mount .. Farmer Esqre William Milbourne Esqr. The Revd,.. William
N. Jackson John Brown and Jos. Nicolson ‘Gent-._ Commissioners and
Trustees appointed by an Act of Parliament made in the 24th year
of his Majestys Reign, for Laying out, Making and Keeping ir_J
Repair a Road proper for the Passage of Troops and Carriages
from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne:
of the one part and John Byers Thos. Hetherington John Hetherington
Igaac Byers John Byers younger and Benja. Byers of the other part
dated this 16th day of July 1751.

FIRST,
The said John Byers Thomas Hetherington John Hetherington

Isaac Byers John Byers younger and Beﬁja.. Byers do hereby

covenant and agree: to and with the said Commissioners above
mentioned, and every of them by these presents. That they the

said John Byers Thos. Hetberington John Hetherington Isaac Byers.
John Byers younger and Bénjae.. Byers or some of them by themselves
or their Agents shall. and will.on or before the 25th day of December
next, Cast, Make, Finish and Complete so much of the said Road

by the said Act to be made, as:extends from John Bowsteads. House:

on Stanwix: bank to the two Ash Trees: at the west end of Parkbroom
Lane Leading to Low Crosby in the Direction and along such Grounds.

as the said Commissioners or their Surveyor shall direct and appoint
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in.the manner following, 'That- is to say, The said Road to be cast
Twenty seven feet in -breadtﬁ from Ditch to Ditchj, and to be: stoned
with Goed and Sufficient Stone Twenty feet wide in the Middle thereof.
The said Stone to be brok to such Size as the Surveyor shall think
fit and the: Stone in the Crown or- Centerr thereof, to be Iaid on to
the Thickness of Fifteen Inches and from thence to slope of on each
side to the Thickness: of Five Inches, and also to Gravell the whole
of the said Road fram Side to Side to the Satisfaction of the Surveyor
appointed: by the said Trustees and to finish the whole of the said
Road in a Complete and Workman like manner according to the above
Conditions and to the Satisfaction of seven Commissioners and of
the said Surveyor,
Also to make the Trenches on each side of the said Road a Yard wide
or as the Surveyor shall direct and so deep as shalli be sufficient
"to Carry of the Water, from each side of the said Road, and also
to make all such Drains or Gonduits for passing the Water from one
Ditch to another which the Surveyor shall not think necessary to be
arched, and also that They the said John Byers Thos. Hetherington
John Hetherington Isaac Byers John Bs;ers younger and Benjas,. Byers:
shall. and will uphold, amend and Maintain the said Road from the
Time the same shall be so campleted and finished for the space of
one year next folllowing and at that Time Leave the said Road in
qud and Sufficient Repair and fit for the* Purposes by the said
Act intended,.

And the said Commissioners abovementioned Do hereby agree to

and with the said John Byers Thos.. Hetherington Jo., Hetherington
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Isaac Byers John Byers younger and Benja. Byers that in

consideration they do well and sufficiently Make and Complete:
the said part of the said Road in the ma nner above agreed, and
perforn all:and every the agreements on their part -above:. entered
into, They the said Commissioners shall and will pay to the said
John Byers Tho,; Hetherington John Hetherington Isaac. Byers John
Byers younger and Bénja . Byers the sum‘ of Tiwelve Shillings for
every seven yards in Length at such Times: as the said Surveyor
shall certifie the Making of any part of the said Road and in
such proportion as to the said Surveyor shall seem necessary for
Garryiﬁg on the said Work,

In Witness: whereof the said Parties have hereunto set Their

hands. and seals the Day and year first above Written,

Signed,. Seal.
Signed and Sealed in ). - John Byers
the presence: of us. ) Tho.. Hetherington
| John Hetherington
Geoe. Pattinson Isaac Byers
Richard Wallere John Byers

Benja. Byers

Ordered, That this meeting be adjourned till. Thursday morning at
Ten ofclock, at the Bush in Carlisle,

Signed, Signed
Jos,. Nicolson John Waugh-. -
Joseph Dacre Mount. Farrer
Wm. Ni,. Jackson Henry Aglionby
Robert Wardale : Wm,.. Milbourne:

Robert Graham John Browm.,.



194e

.APPENDIX. XT. :
9th of September 1751,

We whose names are hereunto subscribed do Agriee with the
Honourable Commissioners appointed by an Act of Parliament passed
the: last Sessions for Meking and Keeping in Repair a Road proper
for the Passage of Troops and Carrisges from the City of Carlisle
to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyme, to build a Bridge over the Mill
beck at Draw Dikes and to finish the same before May day next in
the manner followings

First, the Bridge to be.five yards wide from Landbrest to;
Landbrest, by six:yards wide. -
2e. The Flanks to extend six-yards from each end of the Arch with

Battlements, and Paving the whole Length..
3e The Arch to rise a yard & a Quarter from the Surface of the Water.
4e The Battlements to be three fool above the Pavement.,
5e¢. The Wings. at each end of the Bridge to scale out to Nine Yards
vide so as. to take the Breadth of the:Road,
6th. A Frame of Wood Ten inches square for the foundation
and to go through the Water and to find all the Materials for
the said Bridge and to finish the same in a Workmanlike. mammer

on or before the first day of May next,. as above said.

7th. The. penns to be Twenty Inches deep at Least, the Battlemts,,
Penns, Springers and Walls to be well hewn & wrought and the brest:
Wall for the Springers to be two foot thick of hewn Stone,.

and Lastly Ve do oblige ourselves to perform all and every the above:

Conditions in Consideration of the sum of Forty six pounds as

Witness our hands the day and year first above written,

Signed Seal.
Signed Sealed & Delivered Richard Bell o)
in the: presence of us. Arch,. Thompson @
Jos. Robinson B

Wm,. Dobinson
Geo.. Pattinson,,
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APPENDIX. XTT

IRTICIES OF AGREEMENT Between the: Revde. John Waugh Dr,.of

Lavs the Revd,. Robert Graham Hénry Aglionby,.Joseph Dacre Mountague
Farrer Joseph Nicolson and William Milbourne Esqrs. Commissioners &
Trustees appointed by an act of P.ar].‘i.amt ‘made in the 24th year of
the Reign of his Majesty King George the 2‘3 for Laying out, ma.a.ki!.xg
and keeping in Repair aiRoad for the Passage of Troops and Carriages
from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon T-yne._- of the
one part, and Will, Lowden Joseph Greenhow &:James Bowman of the
other part Dated this 14th day of March in the year of our Lord. one
Thousand seven Hundred & Fifty two..

| WHEREAS the said Commissioners have thougE_ it proper & necessary
for carrying on and compleating the said Road: That a Bridge should. be
Built over the River Irthing at a place: called Rule Holme, and the
said William Lowden,.Joseph Greenhow & Jas,..Bowman are willing to
contract for the. Building thereof., They the said Wi11e Lowden
Joseph Greenhow & James. Bowman Do hereby severally for themselves
and for Their several Executors and Administrators covenant, promise
and agree to &:with the said Commissioners and every of them, that in
consideration of the sum of Three Hundred and Forty pounds: to be paid
by the said Commissioners or their Treasurer in the manner hereafter
mentioned, to them the said William Lowden, Joseph Greenhow & James
Bowman, that they willi Build and in a compleat workmanlike manner
finish before Micha elmas Day next after the date hereof a Brldge
of hewn Stone: over the said River Irthing at the pla.ce above

mentioned according to the several Dementions. (thus) & proportions:
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following,. (that is.to say) that the. said.Bridge do consist of
two arciles, that there be sufficient Pillars between the .said two
arches, that the pemns.be two feet two Inches deep, that the Bridge
be six yards wide in the middle thereof, betwixt B'é.ttleInE- &
Battlement &: scale off to nine yards at each end so as: to answer
to the Breadth of the Road, that the Battlements be four feet high
&:one foot thick, and further the said William Lowden Joseph Greenhow:
& Jem,. Bowman Do hereby severally Covenant and agree. to and with the
gsaid Commissioners and every of them that they will well and
sufficiently pave 20 yards in Length from the Iandbreast at each
end of the said Bridge, & also that they will at their own proper
Costs and Chartes find, provide Lead &.carry all the Materials
necessary for Building the said Bridge and making the said Pavemtz
as aforesaid and also shall and will.uphold, repair and maintain
the said Bridge & Pavement for the Term of seven years to commence
from Michaelmas next ensuing the date hereof, and Leave the same
well and sufficiently repaired and in good Plight and Condition
at the expiration of the said Term of éeven years, Provided
Nevertheless, and this agreement is upon this condition and so
taken and understood by all. the Parties hereto,. that there is
Rock sufficient for the Foundation of the Pillar of the said
Bridge.to be:met with in the bed of the said River Irthing at-
the place aforesaid within six foot from the surfac;e of the water
at the summer Levell.thereof, and if such sufficient Rock is not
to.bemet with as aforesaid then the said Commissioners Parties

hereto are to find and provide a sufficient Frame of Wood for the
Foundation of the said Pillar or else Contact (thus) with the said
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Willlam Lowden, Joseph Greenhow and James Bowman for the making

thereof if they can agree upon a Reasonable price for the same,
and the said abovementioned Commissioners do hereby Covenant and
Agree to & with the said William Lowden, Jos. Greenhow and James
Bowman that They will pay or cause.to be paid unto them the said
Wm, Lowden Joseph Greenhow & James Bowman Their Executors or
Administrators the said sum of Three Hundred and Forty pounds at
the Times and in the proportions hereafter mentioned,.@that is to
say) the sum of one Hundred pounds on or before the Fifteenth Day
of May next one Hundred pounds on the striking of the first Arch of
the said Bridge and one Hundred and Forty pounds.when the said Bridge
shall. be compleatly finished according to the Terms of this agree 1."
and so certified .to be to the said Commissioners abovementioned or:
to any seven or more of the Commissioners in the said act named by
their Surveyor of the said Road, And also that if such Rock for the
Foundation of the Pillar of the said Bridge as aforesaid camnot be met
with,, that they the said Commissioners will find &:Provide a sufficient
Frame of Wood .for such foundation, or else contact (thus) with the said
William Lowden, Joseph Greenhow and James. Bowman for the making thereof,
if they can agree upon a reasonable price for the same over and above.
the said sum of Three hundred and Forty pounds: to be paid as aforesaide
And that the Landbreasts on esach side of the said Bridge shall be
carried so far back as.to make the Diameter of the Arch seventeen
yards in the clear.

In Witness whereof the said Parties have hereunto Interchangably
set their hands and Seals the Day and year first above written.

Signed’ Seal :

Witness: William Lowden

Geo. Pattinson Joseph Greenhow:
Richard Waller James Bowman,
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APPENDIX XTIa

% John Gasgarth) Know all Men by these presents that We William
of Lamonby, Ede ) «
Bowerbank of - ) Lowden of Lamonby in the Parish of Skelton and
Catteralond hall)

Ro. Bowman of ;

Briggwood foot,

County of Cumberlanleéseph Greenhow and James
Bowman of the same place and County aforesaid
Yyeanen are held and firmly bound unto the Revd. John Waugh Doctor
of Lawse The Revd. Robert Graham, Henry Aglionby, Joseph Dacre,
Mount Farrer Joseph Nicolson and William Milbourne Esqrs.
Commissioners & Trustees appointed by an Act of Parliament made in
the 24th year of the Reign of his Majesty King George the second
for Laying and Making aﬁd Keeping in Repair a Road for all Passage
of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of
Newcastle upon Tyné in the sum of Four Hundred pounds Lawfull
money of Great Britain to be paid to the said John Waugh, Robert
Graham, Henry Aglionby, Joseph Dacre, Mountague Farrer, Jos.- Nicolson
& Vm, Milbourne or to their certain Attorney, Their Executors,
Administrators or assigns to which Payment well & truely to be
made, We do oblige ourselves, our Heirs, Executors, Administrators
& Assignes firmly by these presents. -Sealed with our Seals dated
the 14th day of March in the 24th year of the Reign of our Sovereign
Lord King George the second & in the year of our Lord 1752.

. The Condition of this Obligation is such, That if the above
- Bound William Lowden Joseph Greenhow, James Bowman John Gasgarth,
Edward Bowerbank & Robert Bowman Their & @ach of their Heirs,

Executors & Administrators do well and Truely perform, Observe
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& keep all and every theCovenants & Agreemeﬁts contained in

certain Articles of Agreement bearing even date with these presents,
made or mentioned to be made Between the Revd. John Waugh Robert
Graham Henry Aglionby Jos. Dacre, Mountague Farrer, Jos. Nicolson

& William Milbourne of the one part, And th.e- said William Lowden,
Joseph Greenhow, James Bowman, John Garsfarth, Edward Bowerbank

& Robert Bowman of the other part on the part and behalf of the
said William Lowden, Jos. Greenhow, James Bowman, John Garsgarth,
Edward Bowerbank & Robert Béwman to be performed observed and kept,
then this present Obligation to be void and of none effect, or

else to remain in full force and virtue.

Signed Seals
William Lowden @
" Joseph Greenhow
James Bowman

John Gasgarth

Witness
Geo, Pattinson Eds Bowerbank °

LU U Y T

Richard Waller, Ro. Bowman
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APPENDIX )C[II

THE COMMISSIONERS FOR MAKING THE ROAD FROM CARLISIE TO NEWCASTIE

Gis.Cooper Dr. CONTRA Cr.
L7518 \
Novem®To the R.Hon. ) 1751
The Lords of the. )  Novem™8. By Sundry'Expences VizZe

Treasul'y se0scacen ) £1L000 — Pa.ld at the Treasury £7o 3. 6 -
: Warrant eeeesesees 0o 9o 6.
1752. géi%s Ofgice seet b de 6.? £58.1
: s Mo T _ Al — 'ellers Fees: & = ol3e =
June 8 To DittOesess ) £L000 Ciut] E6t oo 4D venns
Auditor secscecsacee 60 50 oo'
Messengerseesessese 0e10. 6,

25, By Edward Blgge, ESQeccses 956 Q0 =
Decem.. 6 By Edwal‘d Watson..o.ooo.-o 1480.-c-.v
11 By Joseph Ba.ckhouse....n.. 100seesse
12 By James: AtkinsoN..eeeecess 35000000,
13 By Nathaniel JacksONesesese 13. 64 =
18 By Richard HOngOnooo.-o-uoc ]188.14. -
1752.
June: 8 By Sundry Expences viz,
Paid at the Treasury £7. 3. 6.)
Messengers....u 1. 1. oo,
Auditors Feeeease 6o 5. O .;
Bell OffiCeecveae 4o 4e 6o) £5Felbe =~
Tellers Fee......15.......)
clvll hst.......25...I...)
Warrant..,........ 0. 9. )
Messengereeeesses 0.10, 63)

29 Edward Bigge ESQesecccccese 27+19. 96
tIuly 6 JOSeph N]ﬂh°lsen eoesscscssce Looooocooo
9 Thomas Bereyoo.oo-ooo-o.oo Soooou.oo

10 Samuel TOolpeYeeossesvescses 1lDecccass

13 William Tullie Esqootlnccn'o 200.-0-000

Augt° 9 Allowance to Gis"® Cooperse 20ssecese
27 Thomas BewleYeceecoeosscssee Desseses
Bryce Blair EsQecesecsccsss 1L00ceceoes

29 Richard Hodgsoneseseesesses 20ccssess
Novem® *8 The RevdeDr. Bolton eeeesss 120cescccs
DJ-ttO........l.'.........l.. 6‘0:...-...

£1861 .15+ .

By due to The Commissioners

'bo Bman-ce.o.oc __ll' 8:’—4-'—1‘—‘

£2000 gomeme ) £2,000¢=s =

1753; Feby«13:To the Ballance £138, 4. 3.
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" APPENDIX XIV.

GEORGE PATTINSON Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making
so much of the Road between Carlisle & Newcazstle upon Tyne
as lies in the County of Cumberland DEBTOR for Money Granted

by Parliament for making that part of the said Road ------ :

To Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gislingham Cooper Banker

being the Ballance due to the Commissioners from es 168 10 10

S N Nt Nt N

him at the end of the year 1753 ecccececescecascss

To Cash Received from the Right Honourable the Lords
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury by the
Hands of Mr. Gislingham Cooper Banker being Granted
by Parliament for Making Se much of the Road from

the City of Carlisle to Newcastle upen Tyne as lies

vvvvvvvv‘l‘  Ne? St

in the County of Cumberland for the year 1754

£2168 10 10
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'GEORGE PATTINSON Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making
Se much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle upon Tyne
as lies in the County of Cumberland CREDITOR for Money paid

And Disbursed for Making that part of the said Road =-

156 — . £ 8 D
July 13 By Cash paid by the Treasurer over and above the )
Money Received by him from Mr. Giss Cooper ) 61 6 10%
Banker Out of the 1000 pounds Granted for the )
year 1753 ' )
- Paid Richard Bell as by receipt seccccecececocse 60 e =~
- Paid ¥m., Lowden as by Receipt ecececececccroancces 40 o =
= Paid Dluieeiiecniionaiiseticststasesesnncsasecas 18 14 8
16 Paid Barnard Richardson as by receipt ecceccccoes o 18 =
17 Paid John Railton as by receipt escceececscccccee l 15
- Paid Mr. John Nowell a8 by receipt cceccecescosecs 164 5 =
18 Paid Robert Rontree as by 1receipt eeecseccesccccce 0 = «
19 Paid John Railton as by receipt secscccceccvesses 170 = =
August 3 Paid George Graham as by receipt ececcecsecccsccce 1 16 -
9 Paid John Railton as by receipt ecccesscscscescsss 100 = =
10 Paid Archd Frazier as by receipt ecceccescececscss - 19 4
22 Paid Wm. Hetherington as by receipt eececececcccs 3 6 6%
24 Paid Mr. John Nowell as by receipt secesecccccecss 80 = =
Septemb:2]1 Paid Thomas Lowery as by receipt ecececccccsccecss 2 10 -
_ 23 Paid John Railton and Partner eececescccescscscses 200 = =
Octobs 12 Paid John Blair as bY receiPt seeeseccesccscscess 2 19 2
15 Paid Richard Bell a8 by receiPt seeeseocesceccoss 4 12 6
= Paid Archbs Frazier as by receiPt seseeseesecssss 18 10
19 Paid John Blair as by receipt ecececsccccescencse 6 = 11
25 Paid Wm. Sutton as by receipt eceveeccccrocscrnsse - 14 =
26 Paid Robert Graham as by receipt eeeeccsceccscces - 1 4
November 9 Paid John Blair as by receipt seeecescecscccccess 6 = 2
12 Paid Christopher Perkins as by receipt.ccsccecce - 17 1
23 Paid Wm. Hetherington as by receipt eecesccecces 4 6 6k
£962 11%




Cr.
. ! D
P CONTRA _ _ £ 8
1155 mu@-t fomard ................'.I..'.......-.'....l. 962 1 11*
November 26 Paid Thos. Hetheringten as by receipt sececeee 3 10 =
2T Paid Mr. Waller One quarters Sallery eccecceecs 100 - -
- Pa-id Samuel Ha.l‘ton as by receipt eseevsosoensece 5 14 -
w Pa.i.d JOhn Harding as by receipt esoeescesvossee 4 - -
December 13 Paid Mr. Waller as ﬁy raceipt eccecccccccccces 24 = =
- w Paid tO Arch? Frazier as by receipts.o-ool.oooo 47 3' 6
1755 : _ :
January 2 Paid Richard Waller One Quarter Sallery due the
. 25th. December 1754 ssnsessae 10 bl =
1754 : : : % '
Octr.29 Paid Win. Bailey On John Railton®s Acc e & On
Acc L] Of M&klng the Road S8cscsvsscssessocs 20 bl -
1755 _
Jans 10 , Pald Clerk his half year Sallery due 25th
December 1754 eeonvssee lo bl o
. Paid by Mr. Pattinson a Bill of Small ) ) :
Dia%ursements as Approved BY - ) ceeeves - 5 10
. Acce of Partlculars PO '
By Fees paid at the<Treasur& by Mr. Gis. Cooper) _
On 2000 pounds Granted by Parliament for the) 110 4 6
year 1754 ..'...I.........................._.)
By Commission paid to Mr. Coeper Banker On ) ,
2000 pounds Granted by Parliament for the ) 20 = L)
ye&!‘ 1754 900000000000 00000000 0800OCIYROOSILIOS )
By Cash in the Hands of Mr. Pattinson late ) 03 3 11%
Treasurer at the Time of his Death e.ceee.. ) :
By Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gis: Cooper Banker ) 5% 6 4
at the end Of- the year 1754 ( XN N RN N NN RN YN )
£2168 10 10

203,

In error - should read 1754.
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APEENDIX XV,

GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners foz" o~
Making So much of the Road between Carlisle and
Newcastle upon Tyne as lLies in the County of
Cumberland DEBTOR for Money Granted by Parliament

for Making that part of the said Road =-----

1755
March 22" To Cash Received by George Blamire from )

Mrs. Judith Pattinson Executrix of
Mr. Geo, Pattinson late Treasurer coe 403 3 11%
being the Ballance in His Hands at
the time of his Death ceececceccees

To Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gislingham
Cooper Banker at the End of the Year )} ... 538 6 4

1754 OO0 80000000 Q00SSOOOIIOICROIEOENDSITTPDIDEO

June ljth To Cash Received from the Right Honourable)
‘ " the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty
Treasury by the Hands of Mr.Gislingham
Cooper Banker being Granted by
Parliament for Making So much of the es 2000 = -
Road from the City of Carlisle to the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyne as Lies in
the County of Cumberland for the Year

1755 @00 00T 0GCsstssssssnesseReetRRve0e

£291 10 3%
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for
Making So much of the Road between Carlisle and
Newcastle upon Tyne as Lies in the County of
Cumberland CREDITOR for Money paid and Disbursed
for Making that part of the said Road =--

1755 £ S D
March 22 Paid Henry Aglionby Esq. for Damage Done his ground ) o 2
in diggingZGravell_ pa.ths sevssevsrncensenvrer )

- Paid Richard Bell & Partners in full of their ) ‘

Contract for Making 282 Rood of Road from ) 13 16 =
Brampton Townfoot to Bury Moor at 18 p Roodeee. )
- Paid Richard Bell & Partners in part & on Acc? of )
Making 400 Roods of road from Cumcatchgate on ) 60 w =
Brampton fell towards Scarrow hill ceececessece )
= Paid Richard Waller in Order to discharge Severall ) 32 17 2
Workmen imployed by Robert ROntre® eseseeecevees ) °
23 Paid Thot Lowry in full for damage done his ground 2 10 =
May 3 Paid Jos: Crosthwaite for work done near Preistbeck) 715 9
Bridge 00 0000000080 C0000008 9200002000000 P0PCETC°8CDPTS ) ’
June 18 Paid John Byers & Partners in part & On Acc? of )
Making the Road between Scarrow=hill Beck & ) 60 - =
Temmon ............I.........l....'............ )
~ 20 Paid Richard Bell & Partners in part & On Ace? for ) :
Making the Road between Cumcatchgate and ) 0 - =
Scarmw-hill G000 00 OGIROOOEPEERAOOIONISICOIBTOIBOEIOTTORONTORTS )
July 17 Paid Richard Waller Surveyor half a year Sallary ) 20 « =
due the 24th. June last @08 sesecesscses0sReRIELOES )
21 Paid J.Tbmpson & Thos Slack for advertizing the road = 16 =
August T Paid John Railton in part & on Accf for Making the )
Road between the two Ash Trees in Parkbroom Lane) 100 - =
& Bl.lry MOOT ¢ceocesocsncccscesssncssesasasossnsse )
= Paid John Byers & Partners in part & On Ace? of ) 100 -
Making the Road between Scarrow-hill & Temmon ) =
= Paid John Stephenson & Partners in part & On Ace? )
for Making three Bridges between Scarrow=hill & ) 30 = =
th Temmon .......................l...'...........t )
30" Paid John Stephenson & Partners in part & On Ace. )
for Making three Bridges between Scarrow-hill & ) 20 = =
Temmon 00e 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000080 )
' - Paid Wm. Sutton for Six dozen Bf Hammer Shafts l 1 6
- Paid Wm. Campbel for painting the Wood Posts )
between Eden and Preistbeck Bridges .ecce. ) - 14 4
Figures incorreot. €481 13 2

i
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer Dr.
' £ S D

Bmu@t forward P00 00600 CR0TEPCEOORNOIINISSBOIGSISOISGSICGCEOIOSTTOEATPNREDS 29“ 10 }&
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1755 -

August 300

Sept. 1

13

18
Octobt 30

207«
Cre

Bmu@t fomard 8000000000000 00000000C0sRERS 481

Paid John Byers & Partners in part & on Acc? )
of their Contract for Making the Road between) 40
Scarrow=-hill beck & Temmon esecscescecccacecs )

Paid MI‘. mgge his mll 900000 O0OOPOCPOPOINSNSIOSEOSEOCEQTTRNTSTTS w

Paid the Jurymen for their trouble in Valuing )
Ground taken into the Road between Scarrowe
hill & Temmon [ FEENENNFNENEREENENENNENNNNNERENNENNNNN]

)
)
Paid Richard Bell & Partners in part and On )
Acco of Making the Road between Cumcatchgate )
and Scarmw.hill-'.‘-..................'....... )

100

Paid John lLowes for four years damage done to )
his Ground in Digging & Loading Gravel for the) 2
Road O PP 0800000000000 000000C0C0RCROCCEOIOIOOIBROILNOGONOIONEOETBNDIPES®

Paid John Hetherington for Damage done to his
Ground in BramptonPark &: Hollingstone in
Maki the Road ceecscsccccccnsocsccecnnsnsce

Paid W, Harding for Summoning a Jury of 24 )
Persons for Valuing the Ground taken into the) -
Road betgeen Scarrog-hill. & Temmon eeeeeccses )

Paid Arch® Frazier 23. B. 8. in part for trenching)
between Scarrow-hill & T n and 18, 5. O. for )46
Making 21 Conduits Also %Tmé. for work done )
by the day-Making in all ...........-....‘..'....

Paid Rickerby Atkinson in full for damage done ) 13
his ground at Draw-Dikes in Making the Road ..)

Paid We Bailey for work done on the Roa&l,’?y the

Nt St Nl o’

. d
Paid Arche Tompson for work done on th%hfetoagylzg

Paid John lowes in full for damage done his )
Ground called the Walls oooooo.o.ooooo)
Paid Lancelot Clemison in full for Damage done)
his G'round in Millus fal‘m eecsvosecnsce )
Paid Archd. Frazier in full for Trenching 646)
Roods of Road between Scarrow-hill Beck 19
Paid John Byers & Partners in pa.%%‘a&&é’r'i%g:t.})
of their Contract for Making the Road ) 20
between Scarrow=hill Beck & Temmon ... )
Paid John Stephenson & Partners in part & on )
Acct. of their Contract for Making three) 40
Stone Bridges between Scarrowhill & Temmon)

Pald Janes Skaife for hig @ERSAG fHaigR.ll0. B2 53

Paia John Ball for higerolid fakm gk, B0 o9

=
W
mU

13 10

12 =

b N
N o

6 10

14 =
10 2

£916

16 10
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GEORGE BELAMIRE Treasurer Dr.

£ S D
Bmu@t forward 00000000000 00000000000000000000000000000 2941 10 3%
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P CONTRA CR.

£2941

£ S D
1755 Bmuglt fomrd 0000000000 000c00 0000030000000 000QKICGTS 916 16 lo
October 30“‘ Paid John Liverick for his Ground taken into) 1 T 11
the Road & Making HedgeSeeccceccesce ) :
Paid Nathaniel Jackson for his Ground taken ) 14 11 5
into the Road & Making Hedgeseee.... )
Novemb® 8P Paid Richard Bell in part & On Acc® for . )
Making the Road between Cumcatchgate ) 40 - -
and Scarrowe=hill scececcceccccccacsase )
12 Paid Richard Waller Surveyor Ome Quarter ) .o _  _
Sallary due 29t September 1ast eeecee )
Paid Archd. Frazier for work done on the ) 8 11 10
Road by the daY ecscescccsscssccsses )
21 Paid by George Blamire a Bill of Small )
Disbursements as Appeard by Account of ) - 7 10%
Particulars cecsseccscsccccssoscccssces )
By Fees paid at the Treasury by Mr. Gislingham)
Cooper On 2000: pounds Granted by Parliament)llO 4 6
for the year 1755 .........................)
By Commission Due to Mr. Gislingham Cooper )
Banker On 2000 pounds Granted by ) 2 - =
Parliament for the year 1755 ecsceccess )
By Cash in the Hands of George Blamire ) 1711 8 1
Treasurer the 21st November 1755 e.o )
By Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gisl:ii.ngham ) 108 1 10
Cooper Banker the 218t of Nove 1755 «.)
10 3%
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APPENDIX VT,

1756. Dec. 14

Copies of all the Orders and Acts of the Commissioners and
Trustees and also the Account of the Receipts and Disbursements
of George Blamire Gentleman Treasurer to and for the said
Commissioners and Trustees Nominated and Appointed for
Putting iﬁ Execution AN ACT Passed in the Twenty Fourth
Year of the Reign of his Present Majesty Intitled An Act for
laying out making and keeping in Repair a Road proper for the
Passage of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyne so farr as the same relates to
or Concerns that Part of the said Road which lies in the
County of Cumberland,.

14 December 1756.
Delivg at the Bar by Mr, Bigge, Titled Road

& Ordered to lye on the Table.
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer Dr.
£ S D

Bmu@t fomrd ......‘l.........ii..............'.........' 1819 9 11
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GEDﬁGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners

for making so much pf the Road between Carlisle &
Newcastle upon Tyne as.lLies in the County of Cumberland
DEBIOR for money Granted by Parliament for making that

part of the said Road «---

To Cash in the Hands of George Blamire Treasurer on the )

let Day of November 1755 000 essencenoecsscsnecsece ).'

To Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gislingham Cooper Banker on )
the 2lst Day of November 1755 eeececccessccssccses )

£

1m1

108

10

£1819

11
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making
so much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle upon
Tyne as Lies in the County of Cumberland CREDITOR for
Money Paid & Disburst for Making that part of the said Road

1755
Novemb, 24th

o7t

29t

Decemb. 31%%

Hary ot

March ISt

11
13

22

2T

Aprill 10%B

June 2nd

5th

July lSth

PAID Joseph Gillibourn in full for his Ground )
now taken into and made part of the Road at) 1l
Sthix Bmk .’..........I............I...‘.) .
Paid Richard Waller for work paid by him on )
the Road IR NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N NN NN N NN
Paid Nathaniel Jackson for Stones & Bricks)
Bo. Ofdhimooooooo-cooo..o-c.oooo.oo-.o-)
Paid Arch. Fragsier in full for Trenching )
west of BrMPton e00vs00s0s0csrssssee )
Paid for George Bell's Ground which is taken) :
into the Road at Clousgill and for ) 43
Making Hedges for fencing out the same )

Paid Richard Waller the Surveyor One Quarter)
Sallary due the 25th Ultimo eeesccsceasses)
Clerk and Treasurer's One Year Allowance due )
this G3Y eecvccscscecesscscscesgsscccesne )
Paid John White of Newcastle & Tho, Wallis )
for advertising the road seceesecscecss )
Paid John Railton in full for Damage Done his)
Ground at Townfoot near Brampton by ) 3
mak.ng the mad 00000 eOPNESOOPESEOIOSOIOSIOENINPROSAD )
Paid M. Nowell for Making 386 Roods of Hedge)
for fencing out the Road from the New ) _
Mill Gate East of Brampton to the East ) 48
end of Anthony Richardson's Farm being )
all in the Earl of Carlisle Ground ... )
Paid William Hetherington his Bill for Ironwork
Paid John Byers & Partners in part and on )
account of their Contract eccevscecsce )
Paid Richard Waller S%ﬁveyor One Quarter)
Sallary due the 25 Instant eecescecee)
Paid We Graham & Samuel Boustead in full for)
damageg done their Ground in Ricﬁgix i -
Paid Arch, Frasier £3.11.9 for Making Ebnd its)
And £8,15.0. for Trenching 75 Roods of Road )
And £1.7.9. for work done by the day ) 13
mountang in 2all cecevercossscsccscccsnsccane )
Paid Arch. Thompson in full for work done by him)
for the road .'ooooo-'o'oooooo-.oooooo-.aooo-) 5
Paid John Lowden John Stephenson & We Routledge)
for building 311 yards of additional Stone )
Battlement at the ends of Scarrow hill )
Bridge Low Birk Cragg Bridg & the Bridge )
near Tmon [ Z AR E NN EN NN NNENNNNENENENNNENNNNNNN] )

N

10

25

14

12

18

10

&

£224

4%
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P CONTRA CR

1756
July 1

tgmwt FOrward essceccccccccsscoscssesosscssence

5 Paid Richard Bell and Thomas Hetherington in )
part and on Acce of their Contract for )
Making the Road from Cumcatch Gate to )
Soarromill S 0 09 560609900009 SCCRTAEOCGEOerS )

- Paid John Byers & Partners in part and on )

22

Aug.

Sepf

14 &

Acc, of their Contract for making the )
Road from Scarrowhill Beck to Temmon .. )
Peid Richard Waller Surygyor One Quarter )
Allowance due the 24" June last eeee )
Paid John Stephenson John Lowden & WIP )
Routledge in full for Building three)
Stone Bridges between Scarrow hill )
t and Temon ."-.....'.'I.......l-..‘. )
17T Bpaid John Byers & Partners in part and On Account)
of their Contract for making the Road from )
. Scarroyg hill Beck to TelmON eecceccccscccsce )
24 " Paid Arch, Fraser his three Bills for work done)
by the day amou-nﬁng 10 eeecvccoccccscnccee )
14 Paid John Byers & Partners for making 13 Roods)
& 5 yards of additional Road at the Low Row)
15 Paid Arch. Fraser for Trenching 154 Roods of Road)
over Brampton Fair Hill at 1/6 p Rood ececccee th)
15 Paid Several Workmen & others as Ordered the 14" )
Instant being Money due them from John Railton )
and Robert Rontree esesescccssecccsceccsvocces )
18 Paid John Bell for all Damage done his Ground at)
clous&.ll .....I..'...............'............)
20 Paid James Skaife in full for all damage done his)
Ground at Temmon @esccrevsecsctencoe oooooooo-oo)
= Paid Isaac Bell On John R%ﬁlton%‘s Acce pursuant)
to an Order made the 14~ INBeeeccssccccccssss)
25 Paid John Bell of Low Houses for all Damage done)
his Ground in Hi@field ooooooo-o-oo---.oo---.)

nd

Octob®™ 2 Paid Tho> Nicholson for all Damage done his )

Ground gt Birk Cragg cecesscsessscscssscs )
16 Paid Arch., Fraser for Making 41 Roods of Road at)
the West end of Scarrow Hill Bridge ceccccecece )
= Paid Richardtgaller Surveyor One Quarter Sallary)
due the 29 ULTiMO ceeceresesssccsccccscccen ’
18 Paid George Sowerby for his Ground and Hedge )
th ta-ken into the Road at Hi@ crOSby sccevee )
Paid Rowland Boustead for Damage done his Ground)
in Crosby HOlME eceesccccssrscccsseessscasces )

20

£ s D

224 1 4%
100 = =
61 - -
10 - -
25 « =
30 - =

7 16 10%
4 16 =
11 11 -
‘76 8 3
2 2 =
4 = =

2 1 10%
111 6

1 - -
22 11 =
10 « =
- 15 w

- 10 -

£601 4 10%
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P CONTRA CR

£ S D
1756 mou@t fomrd 000000000 000000C0CQYOSPSTOROSRPOEROIOEDTS wl 4 1%
October 20™ Paid Rowland Boustead for the absolute )
purchase of One Rood and Eleven perches ) 9 11 3
of his Ground in Crosby Holme for a )
Gravel p.tt 0000000500000 000000B0SCOROES )
22 Paid Arch. Fraser his two Bills amounting to) 3 10 11
- Paid Peter Warwick for paving 184 yards ) 1 10 8
at Bcarrowhill Bridge esecescescsccess )
- Paid John Bell for filling up Stone Quarries; 1 10 -
(=] T J R
- Paid William Suttonfor Six Dozen & 4 Hammer) 1 2 6
Shafts O.-oo..)
23 By Clerk & Treasurer half year Sallary due) 10 = -
r the 17~ of September 1756 escscccecscs)
Novemb~ 1 Paid by George Blamire Bill of Zmall )
Disbursements as Approved by Acce. of ) 7 11
paﬂiwlars [ I E S RN N NN NN NNNNENNNNNHN] )
By John Raylton and Robert Rontree due to )
them for Making the Road from the two ) 23 6 2
Ash Trees in Parkbroom Lane to Berry )
MOOr secescsce )
By Cash in the Hands of George Blamire ) 839 3 9
Treasurer the 5th November 1756 .. )
By Cash in the Hands of Mr. Gislingham ) 108 1 10
Cooper Banker the 5th November 1756 )
£1819 9 11

WE: the Underwritten Commissioners do hereby certify to the Right

Honourable The Lords Spirituall and Temporal in Parliament

aforesaid That the above is a true Coppy of the Acc. of Receipts

and Disbursments by the Treasurer to the Commissioners Acting
within and for the County of Cumberland by Virtue of an Act of
Parliament Intituled An Act for Laying Out Making and Keeping
in Repair a Roadproper for the passage of Troops and Carriages
from the City of Carlisle to the Town of Néwcastle-upgﬁ Tyne
from the 227 day of November 1755 inclusive to the 6 day of
November 1756.
Robert Wardale
John Brown
V. Milbourne
Robt. Graham
Je. O. Dacre
M. Farrer
Jos. Nicolson.
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v APPENDIX XVII.
GEORGE ELAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making
so much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle upon

Tyne as.lies in the County of Cumberland DEBTOR for Money
Granted by Parliament for Making that part of the said Road.

£ S D

To Cash in the hands of George Blamire Trezsurer on the ) 3 ok
sth day Of November 1756 ..."...T.....l.....l..... ) 859

To Cash in the hands of Mr. Gislingham Cooper Banker on )
the 5th day Of November 1756 €0s0s 000000000 advosRe )

1757
August 4“‘l To Cash Received from the Right Honourable the)
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury by the )
Hands of Mr. Gislingham Cooper Banker being Granted )
by Parliament for making so much of the Road from ) 500
the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon )
Tyne as lies in the County of Cumberland for the year)

1757 00 0000000000000 08 0000000000000 000C00OOPOOIRGRIOIOIOGIOINOETES

108 1 10

Carried forward £1447 5 T
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer C Dr.

£ § D
Brouglt fOrward ccececcecscscsccccsecsccsnsnscscscces 1447 5 7*
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GEORGE ELAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making

so mach of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle upon Tyne
as lies in the County of Cumberland CREDITOR for Money Paid
and Disburst for Making that part of the said Road eceese

1756 th
November 6 Paid William Hetherington for making and
ropairing Hammers ecececececcescesce
- Paid John Tiniswood for two Gates &Cecese
- Paid R%chard Bell & partners in part and On )
Acce of their Contracts for building )
Stone Bridges & Making the Road between )
Cumca‘bchg&te & ScarrOWhill (A NN N NNENNN) ’
Paid John White & Thomas Wallis for )
th advertising the road Six times .. )
December 4 Paid Richard Dalton for the use of Geo. Dalton )
for the absolute purchase of 21 perches of )
the 3 Geo. Dalton's Ground in Crosbyholme )
th for a Gravel pitt 000008 R0C0000OIOOGOISIOIOIBOTS )
25" Paid Richard Waller the Surveyor One gquarter ).
Sallez'y due this day ......l......'.......)
M;Zh 1 By Clerk % Treasurer half a year Sallery due)
’ the ls March 1757 9000000 scvssssons .o.u)
5 Paid William Workman in part and On Acce of his)
Contract for Making the Road over Brampton )
d_ fﬁ-r hill [ F A NN NN NN NNENNNNNNNRENNNENENNENNNNNNN]
April 2 Paid Richard Waller the Surveyor One quarter )
+h Sallery due the 25 WLEiNo seeecsvecenes )
May 14 Paid John Phillips for the absolute purchase of)
20 perches of his Ground in Crosbyholme )
called Waterlands for a Gravel pitt for )
Making the ROAA eccsvcvcccsccccccccsccnse )

Bth

- Paid John Hewitt for damage donelis ground in )
Crosbyholme by leading gravel over it three)

th years for ma-king the Road *0secccacegevree )
16 Pzid William Workman in part and on Acc. of his)

Contract for making the Road Qqver Bramptin )
June 24th Paid Richard Waller the Surveyorga‘};g Eﬁgtéi-')
th Sallery due this day eesceccsscesccscscs
July 14 Paid William Workman in full of his Contract)
for making the road over Brampton fair hill)
and making a Stone Conduit .oooocooooo-oo-t)
- Paid John Byers & partners in part and on Acce)
of their Contract for making the road from )
Scarrow hill o TemmoOn eeesceccesvecsscanss )
- Paid Richard Bell and partners in full of their)
Contract for making the Road & three Stone )
Bridges between Cumcatchgate & Scarrowhill )

Carried forward

10

10

10

T2

46

69

18 9

15 =

£358
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P CONTRA ' : Cre o

Bmu@t fomrd ...............................'......'... 358
1757 4 : N o
July 14“ Paid John Brown in full for damage done his )
ground in Brampton Mill farm in the years ) 2
1755, 1756 and 1757 by making the Road es.) :
Paid Anthony Richardson in full for damage done )
his ground in the Barn's farm in the years ) 2
th 1755 & 1756 by making the R024 ececescccsss .
15 Paid Thomas Dalton in full for damage Done his )
ground in Middle farm in the year 1754 by ) 1
d miw the Road ‘...I....'..‘....l........
August 2" Paid John Byers and partners in part ani On)
Account of their Contract for Making the) 25
4n. road between Scarrowhill and Temmon ... )

Paid Mr. Edward Bigge his Bill of Charges for )
attending both Houses of Parliament &c in ) 11
stthe years 1755 & 1756 08ecdescecscesncocce )
September 1°° By Clerk and Treasurer half a year Sallery ) 10

th due this day X Ry ) '
26" Paid Isaac Thompson & John Slack for ) -
h advertising the road escececeeccs )
27" Paid Richard Bell & partners for additionall) 19
th work done at Cumcatch Bridge eececcececs )
October 14" Paid Richard Waller the Surveyor One quarter )
d Sallery due the 24th ultimOeeccccccocccce )
Paid Henry Topping for bduilding 14 Roods and)
One yard of Stone Wall against the Earl of) 3
Carlisle's Nursery at Brampton Townfoote..)
25 Paid David Bwart for 31} perches of his )
Ground which is taken into and made ) 5
pa.rb Of the Road near Brampton ...ono)
Paid several lLabourers and others for making)
the Road near StanwiX eescecccscsccccaes )
Paid Mr. Waller at smdry times between the )
3rd December 1756 and the 16th of ) 65
November 1757 for and towards making the)
road as by his receipts sececcceccceee )
Paid a Bill of small Disbursments as Appears )
by Acc. of particulars eeconssoccccrcsnse )
By John Johnstone due to him for building half)
the Bridge over Powtross at Temmon ceceses )
By Commission paid to Mr. Gislingham Cooper )
Banker on 500 pounds granted by Parliament) 5
for the year 1757 860000000 s0s000scssse )
By Cash in the hands of George Blamire ) 884
Treasurer on the 25th of November 1757 ) O

20

22

22

10

10

18

18

10

19

13
10

16

£1447

T*
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We the underwritten Commissioners Do hereby certify to the
Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in_Pérliament assembled
That the above is a true Copy of the Accf of the Receipts and
Disbursments by the Treasurer to the Commissioners Acting within
and .for the County of Cumberland by Virtue.of'an Act of Parliament
INTITULED An Act for laying out making and keeping in repair a
Road proper for the passage of Troops and Carriages from the
City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne from the
6th day of November 1756 inclusive to the 26th day of November
1757. |

Chr: Musgrave
~ Henry Aglionby
Robert Graham
We Milbourne

M. Farrer
W. N. mackson
Robert Wardale
Joe. Dacre
Jos. Nicolson
J. Brisco.
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APPENDIX XVIII,

GEORGE HLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for

Making so much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle
upon Tyne as lies in the County of Cumberland DEBTOR for
Money Granted by Parliameﬁt for Making that part of the

said Road.

To Cash in the Hands of George Blamire Treasurer on )

the 25th day of NOvember 1757 eseesecssces ) 884

16 0%
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GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for
Making so much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle
upon Tyne as lies in the County of Cumberland CREDITOR for

Money paid and disturst for Making that part of the said Road.

51

NovE 26 Paid Peter Wainick in part for paving the Road at the) "

East end of mmpton IFEFEE RN RN NNNENNNNNERENENNNENRNENRNDS ] )

By Geo. Blamire expences in Going to Newcastle to)
waite on the Northumberland Commissioners for )
r th mildingamdge over Pontross esececcescveee )
Decs 10" Paid John Byers & Partners in full for Making the)
Road between Scarrowhill & Temmon eeeccescccecs )
13 Paid William Burrow for 8.2 perches of his Ground )
at the East end of Brampton which is taken into)
and made pa.rt of the Road -oooooo--o-ooooo.o.oo)
158 Paid Richard Waller One quarter Sallery due the )
25th December 1757 [EE N EENENENERNNNNENENNEINHNENH; ] )
Febs 22 Paid John White & John Warwick for Advertising)

st the Road [ AR N AR N E N NN NN NNNNRNNNNNNRHNEJMRNNHNEJNJN N ] )
March 1°° By Clerk and Treasurer half a year S%&-grxadue),
. [

Paid Ben)j Byers & others for Making the Road as )
- by Acce Of Particnlars ecesscccececcsccccscccsse )
April 6 Paid John Stephenson in full for building a Stone )
wall. for fencing out David Ewarts Close at the )
East end Of Brmpton ..'......I.'............. )
Paid a,Bill of emall disbursments as appears by )
th Acce ‘particulars scesseccccssecascsssssee
6" Paid Arche. Thompson for Carpenters WOrk cecesee
Paid Edward Smith for painting the Mile posts <.
Paid Mr. John Nowel for wood for the Mile Posts &ce
Paid John Railton for 700 Bricks and ground taken)
"into the ROAA eecscscsscorsscosscccorssscoscnsnns )
Paid John Stephenson in part for building a Stone)
wall at Low Row TOllga-te e0eenesnscevcvcccnee )
Paid Henry Toppin for Mason work for the Road eese
June 3 Paid Benj: Railton and partners for building a )
Toll House and Toll Gate at Low Row and )
another Toll House and Toll Gate at Low )
t crOSby 0000000000000 0000000000000000808s )
Paid John Stephenson in full for building a Stone )
wall at Low Row Turnpike eecececegesscccscccae )
4 Paid Peter Winick in part and on Acc. for paving)
the Road between Brampton Towmfoot and the )
fairhill [ I E R R E RN RUNNENNEEENNNRNENNNNNE NN N )
Paid Robert Nixon for Collecting Toll 23 days at)
Low Crosby Toll Gate T rrrmrmryynmmImm x> )

May

July 1%

£ S D

1 3 -

2 2 -

2 10 -

10 - -
- 1T =

10 - =
5 - &

17 10 6
- 2 4

5 15 8

1 4 2

5 1 5

1 3 9

10 - -
13 8 7
1m 5 -
18 19 =
30 « =
1 3 1

8k

£285

16
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P CONTRA ' Cr

£ 8
Bmud‘]t ﬁamrd 0000000000000 00000000000080000O00FCSITROSTSISTS 285 16
August 2" Paid Samuel Halton & Benjaman Railton for work) 2 17

done at Low Cros'by Toll Gate cesessvceses )
Paid John Railton in full for Ground taken from)
his Garden at the East end of Brampton and ) 3 =
made pa.rt of the ROAA eosecccesssesevescss ) .
Paid John Tallintire for damage done his Garden) - 5
+h by naking the RoOad e¢svcesscocsevccrscscanse )
mth Paid Peter Wainick and Partner for paving the Road.l5 =
18 Paid John Stephenson in full for building a )

e'l:h

2§

Stone Bridge in Brampton Back Streete..e.) 17 = =
Paid W. Burrow for Ground taken of his Close ) 3 - -
th and -made, part of the Road ececcecscccscss )
2 Paid Mr. Edward Bigge his Bill of Charges<sces 5 11 8
Septembs 16 Paid James Skaif in full for damage done his ) 3 5
Ground in 1757 ;X making the Road eeesvees)
Paid Tho. Waugh & We Bell for damage done their) 2 2
Ground by building Low Row TollhouS€eececes )
Paid Isaac Hall for Ground taken from his ) 2 10
h Garden and made part of the Road eeeee )
20 Paid Peter Wainick in part for paving the Road 20 = =
By Clerk Treasurer & gurveyog, half a year) 15 - -
ot Sallery due the 1° and 4 Instant .. ) )
October 21° " Peter Wainick in full for paving the Road )
between Brampton Townfoot and the fair ) 62 14 9
hill G000 00 0000000000000 00000000°00000 ¢ )
Paid Henry Toppin Masonfor building Walls )
for fencing out Ground & Supporting the ; 34 11 4
Roa [ I E XN RN NE NN NN NN RNNNNRNRNNNENERN NN R J .
Paid W Bowman & Robert Blalock for damage) - 13 =
done their ground eccsesescccesscasssse .
Paid David Ewart for damage done his Ground) 3 10 -
by Making the Road eeceescecsscessssncee ’
Paid Arch. Thompson for Carpenters work for ) - 19 10
Making the Road [ F R A R X R N AN N NN N EENENNNNZSNNHN] )
Paid Edward Robson & John Hope for repairing) 28 11 104
Eden Bridge End ececsececsccecscccecccccee )
Paid Lancelot Beck for leading Stones for ) 18 19 =
r th repairing Eden Bridgemld ®eceocsccsce )
Nov,. 6 Paid Christopher Perkins for Smith work ...) 3 911
Paid geveral Labours Carters & others as by
Acc? of Pa.rtic’ulars ®00cc000scecessnsene ) 240 11 &
By Cash in the Hands of Geo. Blamire ) 115 16 9% .
Treasurer on the 24~ day of November 1758) _
£884 16 0%
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Ve the Underwritten Commissioners Do hereby Certify to the
Right Hpnourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament
assembled That -the.abdve'is a True Copy of the Account of Receipts
and Disbursments by the Treasurer to the Commissioners Acting
within and for the County-of Cumberland by Virtue of an Act of-
Parliament INTITULED An Act for laying out Making and keeping in
repair a Road proper for the -Passage of Troops and Carriages fr'om
the City of Carlisle to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne from the

26‘th_day of November 1757 inclusive to the 25th day of November

1758,

W. Milbourné
Henry Aglionby
ios. Nicolson
John Brisco
Robert Wardale
John Brown |

W. Ne J&ckaon.
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APPENDIX XIX.

GEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for

Making so much of the Road between Carlisle and

Newcastle upon Tyne as lies in the County of \
Cumberland DEBTOR for Money Granted by Parliament

for Making that part of the said Road.

To Cash in the Hands of George Blamire Treasurer on )

) 115 16 9%
the 24th day of November 1758 eecececescsccccccs )
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GHEORGE BLAMIRE Treasurer to the Commissioners for Making

so much of the Road between Carlisle and Newcastle upon
Tyne as lies in the County of Cumberland CREDITOR for Money
Paid and Disburst for Making that part of the said Roade....

1758 ' '
Novs 251:h Paid Henry Aglionby for damage done his Ground by )

1759 Making the Road @eveccssrssencerseeesRROLRIRTY )

March 33, Peid Jobn Bell for Making the Road st Temmon.....
5" By Clerk Treagurer &, Jurveyor half a year Sallery)
t!'l. d“e thel &nd4 Instant'.ooooouoo.onaoooo )
24" Paid Alice Waller being Sallery due to Riche. )
4 Valler late Surveyor at his Death-........ )
April 1%11 Paid William Campbel for Carpenter Work eseeeeecsecs
May 9 Paid Henry Topin & Partner for fencing out David)
th Ewarts Ground from the RoAd cceecasccccccacs )
12" Paid Robert Milbourne for Damage done his Barn )
th . by Making the RoO2d ceseescccnssscccasascsse )
June 41:hv Paid Isaac Thompson for Advertising the Road cese
July 10" Paid John Stephenson & Henry Topin for building)
’ Flankwalls and Battlements to the West end )
th Of the NewMill Bridge ..aoooo..o.o..n.onan )
16"s 4 Pald David Donald for Carpenters work for the Road
31" " Paid Edward Bigge his Bill of Charges on this)

t e . part Of the Road .ooo.t.oooooooooooo..ooo.)
Augf 2'11:11 Paid Nicholas Dryden for Mason work for the Road
Seps 6. By Clerk Treggurer,& Surveyor half a year Sallery)

th due the 1 &4 Instant esceccccccceccescnse
T Paid Christopher Perkins for smith wOrk ceeecceces
2T Paid John White for Advertising the Road ceecseacee
Paid several Labourers Carters & others as by the)
mlyAcc. Of Partimlars L Z R R R R X ENENNENNNNNENN] )
By Nicholas Dryden & Joseph Robinson for building)
Hbrsiw Stones .'...................’....'....)

£ S D
2 2 =
2 12 8
15 = =
2 2 =
l1 18 3
5 1 1
T 7T =
1 9 6
17T T 6
2 18 6
? 12 6
> T 8
15 = =
1 17 3
1 - -
20 9 O0f
13 1 =
£118 6 5%
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We the Underwiritten Commissioners Do hereby Certify te

the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in
Parliament assembled. That the above is a true Copy of the
Account of Receipts and Disbursments by the Treasurer to the
Commissioners Acting within and for the County of Cumberiand by
Virtue of an Act of Parliament Intituled An Act for laying and
making and keeping in repair a Road proper for the Pagsage of
Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle to the Town of
Newcagtle upon Tyne from the 25th day of November 1758 inclusive
to the 6th day of October 1759,

Wilfrid Lawson

John Brisce

W. Milhourne

Jos, Nicolson

Robert Vardale

Mountague Farrer

Tho. Bensoene



228,
APPENDIX XX

EDWARD _ BIGGE

Little is kmown of him though there seems no reason to doubt
fhat he was a member of the Bigge family later associated with
Linden. If so, his grandfﬁther was Wm. Bigge of Newcastle upon
Tyne and his father Thomas Bigge who, about the year 1706 married
Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Hindmarsh of the Six Clerk's Office,
and had three daughters and three sons, William, Edward, and Thomas.
| William (of Benton) was horn in 1707 andalso became one of the six
:clerks in Chancery.

West Brenkley had passed to Grace Hindmarsh and her husband
Edward and so through their daughter Elizabeth to the Biggese.
William, who acquired the estates of Stannington and Ovingham through
.his marriage with Mary Clarke, was High Sheriff of Northumberlanﬁ in
1750 and died 30th June 1758. Though Edward Bigge is described in
the Cumberland Orders of the 16th November, 1751, as “of Lincolns
Inn, London", he was also - providing that we have identified him
correctly =~ the owner of "Brinkley" (see Burk's Landed Gentry) but
died unmarried and was succeedéd there by his nephew Wm., Edward
Bigge who was also "in the law" (See Pedigree of Bigge of Linden,
Long Horsley Parish, Hodgson), He thus fits both chronologically
and professionally into this family with its legalistic associations.
Bigge regularly delivered the accounts of both the Northumberland and
Cumberland commissioners at the Bar of the House, certainly till as

late as 1758 in the case of Cumberland. An undated document filed
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with the Douglas Papers is addressed to "Mr. Henry Barnes and
Mr. Edward Bigge Attorneys of the Court of Common Pleas at
Westminster jointly and Sevrally (thus) or to any other Attorney
or Attorneys of the same Court". For his association with
verious roads please gee the section entitled "The contemporary

scene in Northumberland and Cumberland™.
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APPENDIX XXI
Endorsed: Copy of a Bill of Charges for passing the Road Bill
from the West Cow Gate to Wansbeck.
A BILL of Charges for passing the West Cowgate road.

Making four Copys of the petition for Leave to bring in ) 1. 2. O.
the Bill for the Members (IR N ENRNEENRNENNNNN NN NN NN NN NN NN ] ) ,.

Making Six Copys of the Order of Commitm? on the Petition - 12. 0.
Perusing and Settling the Bill According to the alteration)

made by the Committee & their resolutions from time to tlme) 9+ 2+ 0.
Making a Copy thereof eeeececsccesscccscccsssssocscscscces 2o 4o Qo
Making a fair Copy for the houSe scececcesscsccrossoscsose 2e18. 0o
Drawing a brief of the Bill for the Speaker sececsecccscsee le 1l Os
COPY thereof eeeeescecesccvosssssssesasccssesccsssasssasse Oo 5. 0u
Making a Copy of the Bill for the Printer sceescccessccees 20 4o 0o
Paid the-fees of the House of Commons & for Orders ceseese 3lel5e 4.
Making 8 Copys of the Order of Commitm® on the Bill se.... = 16. O.
Making 10 Copys of the Trustees NameS eescessssicscesccrss  3e15¢ Oo
Making 4 Copys of the rates of TOl1S eeseseesssecassacscss = 10e Os
Filling up 20 Bills for the Members of the Committee & )

Sent into the Country and for the printer ceeesecccesses ) 4. 0. O.
Paid Committee Fess on Petition and Bill to Clarke hous ) .

15. 9. O.
Keeper and Messengers ®scsecscencssssccsnscsccssonccene )

Paid for EnngSing the Bill and Ebtpedi‘tion sevevecevvca 29. 8. 60
Paid for pﬂn‘bing the Bill and Expedition ® evseressecee 150 18, 9.
Paid for Delivering the prints at the Door of the House )

Of COMONS esecaceassesoccccscssssssssosssascssassacnces ) 1. 1. O,
Making a Br. of the Bill for Lord Chancellor scsececsses l. 1. O.
Fair copy thereof secececcesccsvecsssccocnsvsontsnssssnne - 5. 0,
Paid the Fees of the House of lords at Second reading ... 54010. 6.
Paid for Swearing & witnesseSe.ececssccecscscssscssscsase 0. 6. O.

Paid for Order of COMIBMT eeveeerseevecensenerenscesenes 1o 1o Oa
Making Six Copys thereof cececceccscsseccescscscoscoscnnset 0. 9. 0.
Paid Committee Fees t0 Clarke eceeccvcsccscscacscscroaccnnse 5¢ 5. O,
Paid DY to Gentelmen, Usher Doorkeeper'&c................ 5. 5. O.

Carried Over 186. Ts 1.
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Brof OVEr cevescoce

Paid for 200 ﬂct? of the Kings printer X rxrxxl

Paid for postage of Letters & back with the Acts sent )
inw ﬂle cblmtry md Postage .....,'.........'...... )
)

Paid Coachhire & Expences in Attending Lords and
G-entlemen&iMessengers&':c Ss0ceesasebasnassersse )

for my Attendance in solliciting the passing the Bill ..

186. T.

10. O.

l. 40

1. 5.

21.' 0.

1.
O.

8.

O.

O.

. £219,16.

9.




THE DOUGLAS PAPERS,.
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D.P.1l.

Endorsed: 3rd September 1750. Dr. Bradford's Terms for
quitting hig Right in Portgate to Mr. Errington.

Memorandum.

Mr. W. Errington to pay Dr. J. Bradford a Thousand Pourd
for all his right in Portgate Estate with the (?) Interest for the
same from the 29 of September 1750, And Mr. Errington to receive
the % Year's Rent that will become due for the same at Martin-Mass

1750.

Durham
Sept. 5 17 50 Je. Bradford.
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DO P. 2.

(A note from Iancelot Allgood to Thomas Errington).

I Recd 2 and am Ing:ged for every day this weak but will
aftor to morrow lett ygu know whatt day I can meet you rext week
at Noeweasgtles, I am S 4

' ' Yr Humble Serv

Monday 12 Nov.1733 (?) Lancs. Allgoad.

(Plus notes from Thos. Errington & ME all on same shest.
Year possidbly 1753 tut uore likely '55).

: Dol’.?ﬁ. .
" (A letter from Tho. Errington to Joss. Douglas)e

Dr. Brother, o : .

"I here Jrite in uF Algoeds answ® to mine abcut appoynting a dayp

when he fix~ it shall let you know farther, in tho mean time 1 have
-~ here inclosed you the Mapp w ; approve off, and would have you make
Hr. Grey master off it before J" Algeod come dowm, I have gott all the
depositions sigred and witness d as well as I would wishy I shall serd

them downy or bring them my selfe if you think it necessary when I
know the day appoynted.

o My wife and I thinke 1tt nat proper for me to i.ntrest oy Selfe in-
Jn” Browns affair, soe shall not send yrs to Mr. Aynsley, tho cannot
but think it a.rbitrary and much out off the wvay 1 am yr .
Affets Brother .
: Tho. Erring'hon

!.!onday 12th (year torn avay, but ag above in 2 7).

DePe2bs

(A note from M.B. toc her brother, evidently Douglasg at the 1eft pide
and at right angles tc the two above).

p* 5°
You know §° Edwrdl and (7) Robert often say things in thedr -
passion much out of the way I think it v be better to have them

things made up in a friendly maner then to expose them I apk
parden for giving my opinion but I know you will exouse.ite

Y' }aff_eotionat ais_t' MB

' l, Sir Edward Montague ? Welo

The document conttuna all threes above addressed to * -
Josss Douglas Esqr. Newoastle.
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DePe30 -

Endorsed = 17 Dec. 1753 Letter from WE about Satisfaction for
removeing his Fence upon Portgate Moor, £ s d. per Rood
0s 42 0

Addressed - To Joss Douglas Esqr in Westgate Street, Newcastle., -

Sandoe l'lg'Decr 1753

p* sT,

I have stgged in the best manner I can my Cemplaint to be made
to the Commiss™~ which you were so good as to say you would take the
Trouble of manageing. I have not mentioned therein the value of the
Ground the Road is made upon that you must get what you can for but
the wall steeds being the best off the Ground shall Deserve 6 shillings
an Acre it being as good to the full as any of the Inn Grourd I am

D' s* Y* most Hbl
Servt. Will. Errington

I am Just going to take Horse for Whitehouse
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D0P040

Endorsed: Mr. Donkin's Re:ions for the fence desird (?)
by W.E. and ag(ainst) one of earth.

Representation of Damage done to Portgate out Pasture by the
Millitary Road being made through it

Before the Road was made, the Roman Wall was a Fence te most
part of the s~ Pasture and is Computed that Sixpence per Roed
would have made it all Sufficient and there were plenty of good
Stones therein easy to be got, more than would served to Build
two Walls each Six Quarters high Which Stones is now all Used
for the Road and the Fence entirely Destroyed And besides the
loss of the Fence and Stones, Severall parts was so High as to
be of great Service in Sheltering the Catle and Sheep in bad
Veather That the want of will be a great Disadvantage toeo

And to show that the Ground is not Common No One has any
Right thereon but the Owner of Portgate And it has at Different
times mostly all been in Tillage And severall Acres thereof is
so at this time

D.Po4ao

It is Allowable that 3s. per Rood is Sufficient for Earth
Dyke and Quicks but that the Earth Dyke will not be a Sufficient
Fence without being set on the Top with Stakes and Rice or
other Bryarding Amd such Fenceable Materialls not being to be
got but at a great distance and when done will not last till
the Quicks grow up to be a Fence of themselves so that the
Expense thereof will be more than a Stone Wall,
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DoPe5.

Endorsed: Je. Kirkup's (?) Accot of makeing the new Road between
Portgate and Grotington Grounds.

The Roman Wall was the Bounder between Mr. Wm. Errington's Estate at
Portgate (sic) and his Nephew*s Estate at Grotington.

Some Parts of the said Wall were at least 2F yards high above
the Surface Other Parts lower and some Spaces intirely levell with
severall Stones under the Surface.

The 0ld Road lay entirely on the North side of the Wall.

One Half of the new Road lyes on Portgate Side and the other Half
where the 01d Way was.

All the Stones above the Surface (save a small Quantity not sufficient
to make two Roods of Dike or worth more than six shillings) are
laid into the new Road whereby And by not takeing up any of the
Stones under the Surface Some Parts of the said new Road are of
an improper Height.

The Stones lost as before mentioned would have made two Dikes
Each T Quarters highe.

The Length of the whole Dike to be built will be about 150 Roods
aml a Dike six Quarters high will cost as follows |
Vinning 12 Foother of Stones which will as computed) £ s d

make 1 Rood of Dike ) 00202200
Leading them ) 00:03:06
Building one Rood 00:02:00

00:07:06

The Value of Portgate Ground whereon the Way
is laid is computed to be £ s d yearly
00208:00
2nd March 1754 Mr. Brown said
He pays £ s d per Rood for Stone Dike thre' Portgate inclosed Groumis
0. 7.
That stones are higher to the Fell and Mr, Loraine has offer'd
to build on North (?) of way upon the Fell a Stone Dike at
& s d
O: 5: O per Rood and has agreed to make an Earthen Dike with
Qu:.ckse‘bts at £ 8 d per Rood
Oz 3: 0
Mr. Brovm offered £ s d per Rood for Stone Dike
Oz 4: 0
That much the greatest part of that Dike to be built upen the Fell
may be made with Earth and Quicksetts
The Quantity to be built with Stone should be ascertain'd
Mr. Brown thinks Mr. Wm. Errington's Fell Ground taken up by Road
worth £ s d per Acre yearly and the inclosed Grounds

0z 520
at (?) £ s d per acre yearly
0:10: O

Mr. Lorain alledg'd that the Road out the West Emd of Portgate
Fell was as much on the South Side as on the North Side of the Fell.
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DePe6o

Endorsed, Substance of Clauses in the Act of Parliam? for
Military Road relating to Mr. Errington's Claim of a

fence,

Page 634. Power given only to widen the
Road and net to mﬁke a whole
upen-any-Peraene New Road upon
any Persons Ground

And
for widening Such reasonable
Satisfaction is to be made as
shall be agreed upon with Comm >
And |
If they differ then the satisfaction
is to be setled and ascertain®’d
by a Jury.
635. Commr§ are authorized and impower'd
to purchase and agree for Lands
to be taken into and made - Part
of the Road = - =
If the omer be willing =
to sell.
And the Comm™> shall cause
the Part-so taken in to be well

and sufficiently ditched or
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fenced.
And after they shall be so
ditched and fenced shall for
Ever after be Part of the Road.
'N.Ba- Not before ditched and fenced.
N.B. No Hention of a Jury in that clause
neither can the owner beob%’obliged
to sell.-
This seems to
636. The-newt Clause / relate wholey
to Bodies Politick
& (?) if otherwise
This Clause
637. The-rext seems also to relate
vholey
eniy to Bodies Politiek tho!
it has the Wbrds'
Or other Person interested
Or concerned in-such
Lands & Tenements as
above mentioned
which
But-thege-werds seem to

be only the lands & tenements belonging

pelate-onity to Bodies Politick
the%efg%ggggto Lands & Tenements
Yett if / to private Persons also

Convenient Notice should be

l. Obviously the author of the notes meant to write
"be obliged" but did not delete "obg". Wele
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’

239

given of what Ground

is wanted to be treated for
And if the Owner do not
within ten Days treat

then a Jury is to be
impanelled to ascertain
the value,

Yett the Property of suéh Ground

- is not altered till after the Value

paid or lodged as the Act directs.
Tho' it relates to the Sums to Se
paid yett says that

after Payment made (but

not before) Lands paid for

shall be Part of the Road.
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D.Po7c-
Endorsed - Minutes relating to the Breadth of .the Military Road.
Foundation of the 0ld Roman Wall was 3 Yards Broad Amd belonged to
the Owner of the Ground on the South Side thereof as he was oblig'd
to repair it but to give half to the Owmer of the Ground on the North
Side would be only 1 Yard and an Half

Breadth in yards

yards inches
Half of the New Road on the North Side of the Wall 03
New Fence and Ditch 02 18
052 18
Half of the Breadth of the Old Roman Wall as above Ols 18
of: 00

Do P.e..-

Endorsed: Rates to be paid W.E. per Acre for his Ground used by
the Way and per Rood for Fence Signed by Mr. Brown
25th May 1754.

Inn Grouni s
£ s d

to pay at the Rate of Oz 92 O per Acre for the Ground used.by the Way

Out Grourd s Fell or Pasture to pay at the Rate of § 8 per Acre
for the Ground used by the Way ‘
To Pay for the Fence where can be Quicksett at the Rate of 8: 5: & per Rood

and £ 8 d :

Where must be Stone at the Rate of 0s 5: O per Rood
to pay nothing for the stones used that were in the Fourdation of the
0ld Fence. In a private capacity above are my thouths.

Jnd Brown May 25: 1754
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D.P.9. . .
Erd orseds Tho. Scott Tenant of Portgate his Claim to Damages by

makeing the Military Road. )
Copy of this deliver'd to Mr. Brown 28th September 1754.

To the Worshipfull the Commiss® appointed by Act of Parliament for
makeing & Road from Newcastle upon Tyne to the City of Carlisle,
Tho. Scott Farmer of Portgate Estate in the County of North'd

Humbly Cravesa g&%ﬁonagi%isfaction as Yeur-Werships-shall

$hink-reagonabie for the Damage as following
Po-Damage-by-the-sd-Read-1e-the-ad-Farm

By Viatching imthe Day Time to prevent Trespasses in the East

Pasture of Portgate from the time of the North Fence thereof being

taken down for making the sd Road till Rebuilt which was

from about March 1753 untill June 1754

And by Horses Grazing - -

Pe Carriers / Greased and other Trespasses inthe Night time upon the

said Pasture d

By Damage to four fields of Portgate afores

all either Corn or Meadow in Summer 1753

and-frem-and-afier-reaping-the-game-$6-$he +....

and to the Corn Sown in the fellowing Spring widh

Damageg-until-dJune-1754 _

By Damage to Eleven Cowes two Oxon amd Eight

Young Horned Cattle and Seven Horses or

Mares by putting them every Night during the

time before mentioned into an Inclosure so

small as not to afford them any food or Sustenance

after they had been a week therein And not having

Hay or Straw to give them there duﬁing great part

of the time before mantioned the 8 Cows became

almost Dry and the s Oxen Young Cattle and

Horses or Mares were greatly impaired in

their Value Notwithstanding He was at the

Experice of givi th&m a great Quantity of Corn

And the above rgquESed great Labour Watching and Trouble

to himself and Servants ‘

" By Damage to the Herbage of Portgate Fell by )

Earth and Soil Dug up and taken therefrom

at a Distance from the Road in Order teo fill up two)

e N N’ e Nt

Wt e N N s N S s Nt Nt s Nt st Nt

Ditches more (as Computed) than two Yards )
Deep Onedof which Ditches was on the North side )
of the s~ Road ' )
By already sustained in wanting

Bg Damage by-wani-ef a Fence between the 2

8 Road and P ate Fell from not only +he

greater Numbeggf fgagggf%¥§°and.other Travellers
passing along the s Road but from ita bei much Nigher
Portgate Fell than the 0ld Road wﬁ%éhfgr iﬁﬁ;
Damagealready-thereby-sustained-and Damage that will
Probabligbe between this time and May Day 1757

tﬁe-Exp RRion-of the Leagg 7hﬂoﬁgiﬂ g@fﬂg to the

8" Thos. Scott/™1l expire.
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DePo10,.

Endorsed - Mr. Wm. Errington%s whole Demand for Damage by
Military Road

Portgate Grounds belonging Solely to Wm. Errington Esq” Taken
up by the Carlisle Road

Meadow and Grounds in Tillage ) £ s d
2A OR 22P at 9s per Acre ) 28 1T 6
Phe-tength-of-1he-Hall-Buili-along-by
+he-game-200-Reeds-a4-T8-dd-per-Reed =FteedBea-g--
=100--10-~10-
A Gate to be against Watling Street 0 15 0 -
202---5--10-
Pagture Ground 1A 2R 17P at 58 per Acre 12 0 O
Wall to be Built along by the same )
150 Roods at 5s Per Rood ) 3T 10 0 .
250--15--10-

One-Half-ef-+he-Dyke-along-Whittingten )
Fell-whiech-Half-ig-89-Reed-and-a-Half )

at-50-per-Roed- ) «22---F=~=6
1 233---3---4-

Agre(e ?2)* : r

The 71 3 13 2 04: paid to Wm. Erringten Esq

The 22 : 97' s 06 to Mr. Lorain .

Agre(e ?)"° '

Qif 0 s 15 s O for Gate be notalso paid to Wm. Errington Esq™*

1ls The word appears to be "Agre" but this is by
no means certaine Wilo
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DeP.ll,

Endorsed: Abstract of Conveyance of Ground taken from Mr. Vm.
Errington's Egtate at Portgate whereupon Road is made

Whereas it has been found Expedient to make and Carry the said Road
through part of the inclosed Grounds of the said Wm. Errington Scituate
at or near Portgate in the said Co(unty) of N(orthumberland). Arnd
the said Vime. Errington hath agreed to convey to the said Commissioners-
such pert of the said Lands or Grounds as is become necessary to be

made part of the sd Road on their making Satisfaction to the Tenants

thereof for the Terms of their several Leases which Satisfaction is

now settled adjusted and paid ag by the sevl Rects for the same may

and doth appear.

In consideration of 40.17.6. Wm. Errington grants bargains sells
releases and Confirms to Matt. Ridley Edward Collingwood Wm. Bigg

Jno. Swinburn and Joseph Reay in their actual possion etc.

All thaet piece or parcelllof tﬁe Inn Greunds at Portgate af(oresai)d

in the said Co of Northland, containing by Estimation 2 acres and 22
perches or thereabouts as the same is now marked out and made part of
the said Road and also All that other piece or parcell of the Out
Grouﬁds at Portgate af(oresai)d in the sd Co. of Northland - containing
by estimation 1 acre, 2 roods and 17 perches or thereabouts as the same
is now marked out and made part of the sd Road Together with all amd
singular Entries Easements Rights privileges and Appurt's whatsoever

to the same belonging or in anywise appertaining Except and always

reserved unto the sd Wm E(rrington) his Heirs and As(sign)s all manner
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.of Minés Minerals and other Royalties within:and under the sd premises
And the Reversion etc. and alse all the Estate etcf To hold the sd

2 pieces or parcells of Groumd and all and.singular other the prem(is)es
Except as before is excepted unto the said M.Re E.C. W.Bs J.S¢ J.Re
their Heirs ard As(sign’s for the several Uses Intents and purposes

in the sd recited Act of Parliament mentioned and expressed and to amd
for no other Use Intent or purpose whatéoever cov(enan)t (?) for
peaceable Enjoyment without Hindrance of W.E. or any other person or
persons whatsoever lawfully claiming or to €laim by from or under-

him them or any of them and free from all former incumbrances and that
he his Heirs and As(sign)s and all and every o(the)r person or persons
whatsoever claiming any Estate in the fremises shall and will at any
Time or Times hereaftey at the Request Costs and Cha?ges of M.R. E.C,
W.Be J.S. and J.R. their Heirs or As(sign)s make such further
Asgurances as Coﬁnsell shall advise so as the person making ﬁhe same
be not obliged 1o travell from their Abode and the same contain no

further cov(enan)ts or Warrantee than in these presents.
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D.Polz.

Endorsed: Minutes of Transactions at the Meetings of Comn™ =°

On Saturday 6th October 1754 At a Meeting of Comm™ > at Motehall

Matthew Ridley Esq

Lancelott Allgood Esq

Edward Blackett Esq

Henry Ellison Esq

Ralph William Grey Esq

William Bigge Esq

Mr. John Williams

Mr. Wm. Gibson who officiated as Clerk

were present when

Application was made on behalf of Mr. Wm, Errington for a Ferce
to be made between His Ground at Portgate and the Road Or an
Allowance to be given him for makeing the same which was refus'd
by Mr. Grey Mr. Bigge Mr. Williams and Mr. Gibson (The vote of
last not being ask'd but given officiously)

Mr, Allgood absolutely refustd to vote tho' press?d thereto

Mr, Blackett did net vote and was net particularly ask'd

Mr, Ellison did not vote and was not ask'd

Mr. Ridley came after the vote but whilst the Affair was talking
of and propos'd Ten Pounds for the Stones.



246
DoP.lB-

Endorsed: Minutes of transaction at the Meeting of Comm™ >

On Saturday 9th Nove 1754 at another Meeting

Edward Collingwood Esq )

Ralph Wm. Grey Esq )
Wm. Bigge Esq ) Present
Mr, Wm. Gibson )

Mr. Wim. Gibson acted as Clerk

JD applied again for the sd Fence and Mr. Bigge answer'd a
Determination had already been made and there was no End of
Affairs If to be debated againe

JD said He hoped theyﬂhad consider’d the affair better and
therefore ask'd If they persisted.in their former Resolution.

Mr. Bigge said they did.

Then JD desired they would declaré the same in writeing which
Mr. Bigg refus*d to allow.

Then JD said you do refuse to make or give any Satisfaction for
a Fence and Mr. Errington must not expect one or Words to that
Effect and Mr. Bigge answert®d Yes.

Mr. Collingwoed and Mr. Grey acquiesed therein but said little
or nothing,.
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D.P.14.

Endorsed - Accot of Fence between Military Road and Mr. John
Errington's Ground Paid for by Commissioners to -
Mr. Lorain

Fence Allow'd to Mr. Loraine Roods
Whittiggton Inn Ground 238
D Out Ground ' 179
Grottington fell 55
Spy Hall 38
Egrington Hill head on the North side of the Road 65
D" on the South Side - 63
638
Allow®d more 3
641
200 Boods of tha above at 38 30: 0: O
441 d at 5 per Rood ) 110¢ 63 O
1408 5s O
DoP.lSo

Endorseds Order 30th Nov. 1754 for Payment to Mr. Loraine of
Os 52 0 and O: 3: O per Rood for Dike and Hedge
to separate the Military Road from Mr. John Errington's
Ground. g

At a Meeting of the Trustees held at the Moothall this 30th
November 1754

Mr. Robert Loraine Agent to John Errington Esqr an infant
Ordered that the Treasurer pay him the sum of Thirty pounds for
Two Hundred Rood of Hedge at 3s. per Rood the farther sum of one
Hundred and Ten pounds five shillings for four hundred and forty
one Rood of stone wall,at 5s per Reod in his Grounds at Whittington
Errington and Hill Head®the farther sum of Three pounds fifteen
shillings for Erecting 5 Gates And the farther sum of Ten pounds
for Damage Done to his Grounds occasioned by the making of the sd
Road

Present L. Allgood Wm, Bigge Rae Wm. Grey Jns Williams
Jos.. Douglas Wm. Gibson..

1, Perhaps the proper order is "Whittington and Errington
Hill Head", W.L.

{



248,

D.P.16.

Endorsed - January 1755. Letter to Mr. Jno Donkin about The
: 01d Roman Wall and the Military Road.

Tth January 1755

Sir,
have been to you since '

I was prevented from writeing im-due-GCeurse-frem the Time
of receiving your Acco of the Quantity of Ground used by the
Way Which is mew in a very Correct and proper Manner But
you have not given me the Quantity of Ground in the 0ld Way
according to the Length thereof Ani a reasonable Supposed
Breadth and therein I woud Chuse to have gie%ingaiehld it in
the same Form as the above mentioned Acce and particularly

that part of
The Contents of/ the 0ld Road from the East Ernd of Little
Whittington Inn Grourds to Watling Street as that-part-of
it :
4$he-Read did lye along by the Old Roman Wall.

You-will-Deseribe-it-And-all-the-rest-ef-ihe-0ld-Read-in
the-game-Manner-{Being-very-plain-and-Clear)-as-You-have-done
$he-Ground-used-for-the-New-Read

I talk'd with Mr, Teasdale about the Hops And He says they
will not have Occasion for any till next October Having a
Greater Stock than will Serve for their Brewings in March.

You will present my Complements to your Master And be
Assured that I am '

Y* hble Serv®

- Je. Douglas

I got the Bills and Sent them soon after to London And hope
they will go to the proper Hand And if so there will be rather
an Advantage than prejudice by their being payable at Sight
The other Method being only to provide ag Accidents. .
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Endorsed - To Josh. Douglas Esqr B
in Westgate Street

Newcastle.
Sandoe 24th Jan.1755

Sir

Inclosed you have the Acct Besired a.bt the 01d Road. Mr.
Brown called here Yesterday inOrder (as I Apprehend) to make
an Agreement But my Master desired He would come to You which
He Promised to do this Day my Master thought You would get
better Terms than He could so did not care te talk any thing
to Br. Brown about it least He should do harm instead of Good
He thinks a Gate may be Asked for the Cross Hoad to Portgate
Fell, but that as You think Proper

I am S x
Mot Ob~” hbl
Servgnt
dn~ Donkin

D.P.18.

Endorsed (1) 25th March 1755 Ltr from wm. Errington Esq
to Edward Collingwood Esq .

(2) 25th Mar 1755 Ltr to Edwd Cellingwood Esq""

Sandoe 25th March 1755
Sir, '

My Servt. informing me that you was at the Meeting of the

Com™~ for the Military Road in''Northland when the last Application

to them for a Fence Betweenithat Road and my Ground at Portgate

was refused This is to desire you to be at the Trouble of Examining

the papers inclosed and if there be any Error or Mistake therein or

any of the Surveyors Reasons against the Fences of my Ground be omitted
I shall be greatly obliged to youtfbr noteing the same upon these
papers and then Causing your Serv to leave them at Mr. Douglas¥s in
Newcastle upon Tyne for

Sir

rs

Your most Obedt hble Servt
- We Errington.
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D.P.l9.
Endorseds COPY order made 28th June 1755.

At a Meeting of the Trustees for Carlisle Road held at the
Moothall the 28th day of June 1755

William Errington Esqr having this Day applyed to have a
Fence made along the Roman Wall through his Out-Grounds at
Portgate the Commissioners took the same undér their Consideration
and are of the Opinion that no Fence ought to be built along the
same at the publick Expence It not appearing te them that
the same was fenced befoere. '

Wm. Bigge

Vime Ord

Ra, Wm. Grey
Michael Pearson
Richard Wilson
Wm. Gibson

2. copies of this documgnt. At the foot of one is the addition
Q. If Matthew White Esq was not also present.

DePe20.

Endorseds 21 July 1755 Lir from ¥r, Errington of Sandoe
Addressed - to Joss Douglass Esq in Westgate Street Newcastle

Dr Sr

If nothing can be done in the Road affair without my assistance,
especially in the manner Donkin relates you desire it, I fear it will
be of little service for I am sensible my applications will be to no
purpose and I hoge you,can do otherwase without it. I go away on
Tuesday and am D™ S Y most affcst " : :

Hbl Serv.
‘Will. Erringten

Sandoe 1
21 July 1745 (sic)™®

l. Probably in error for 1755 W.le.



251,
DePe21,

Endorsed: Terms propos'd by Mr. Brewn for makeing the Military
Road thre' Winshalls and frem (?) Meadow Bog.

Mr. Brown Surveyor of that part of the Military Road between
Newcastle and Carlisle (which is to be made within the County of
Northumberland) for making part of the said Road thro' Mr. Joshua
Douglas®s Grounds within the Manor of Henshaw proposes -

To pay Thirty years purchase at the Rate of Six Shillings
for every acre of the said Mr. Douglas's Ground which shall be
used for the said Road and the Fences and Ditches to be made on
both Sides thereof er-damaged-by-any-Thing-that-ghall-be-dene
ag-aféresaidy - . ) - :

To pay at the Rate of Three Shillings p Rood for making
such Fences and Ditches. :

’ : Four

To pay at the Rate of Fifteen Shillings p Gate for 8iwe
Gates which will be necessary upen-ihe-said-Read-and on the
Sides $hereef of the said Road, '

Jn? Brown.

DePe 22,

Endorsed: (1) 26th Febry 1756 Qrder for confirming Agreement
with M° Brown ab makeing Way thro' Winshalls.

(2) 28th Feb. 1756 Qrder for Confirming Agreemf
with Mr Brown ab Make%ng Road thro Winshalls
with The Terms under M~ Browns hand.

28th Febry %756 Orgered that the Agreement made between Josua
Douglas Esq and MG ?rgwn Surveyor as to the valuation of
his Ground and the ﬁﬂanes_and Ditches to be made on both
sides thereof be confirmed.

W?'Bigge

Ro: Shafto

Mg White
W? Lowes
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IX—THE ORIGIN OF THE MILITARY ROAD
FROM NEWCASTLE TO CARLISLE

William Lawson

The failure of Field Marshal Wade to halt the progress
of the rebel force of Prince Charles and to bring relief to
Carlisle had drawn attention to the need for improved com-
munications between that city and Newcastle upon Tyne.
Wade had left his camp on the Newcastle Town Moor on
November 16th, 1745, and after struggling for two days to
get troops and guns along roads that were hopelessly inade-
quate, had progressed no further than a mile or two beyond
Hexham. His difficulties, however, have not always been
fully appreciated and for that reason some account of his
march seems appropriate. During October government
forces had steadily accumulated in the Newcastle area and
been encamped upon the Towns Common. A report in
Newecastle Courant of November 2nd also quoted by Brand
in his History of Newcastle upon Tyne estimates their num-
bers at “ about 15,000 effective men in high spirits ' though
the Journal puts the total as high as 20,000. The rebel
strength at this time was probably about 4,500.

Carlisle had been occupied on the 15th November and
Wade struck camp next day. An almost contemporary
account of his movements, first published in Edinburgh in
1748, can be found in A4 History of the 1745 Rebellion by
Andrew Henderson. His second edition, from which the
following extract is taken, was produced in London whither
he had gone as a teacher of Mathematics. He says.,*

. Wade being assured of their Rout, prepared to intercept them;

'And also meations that fifty thousand weight of biscuit is ordered for
them!
P, 57.

185
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but the Rigour of the Season, their late forced Marches, and a
Kind of Flux among the Troops, retarded his Operations till the
16th, that he put his Army in Motion for the Relief of Carlisle,
now in the Hands of the Enemy. His design was to decamp at
Daybreak; but to the Prejudice of the Expedition, by moving from
the left, the Swift Troops had the van, and they would not stir
till 10 o’clock. The weather now excessively cold, the snow lying
three feet deep upon the Ground, and a Hard Frost, were diffi-
culties the Army must encounter.

Henderson claims that his facts have been carefully checked
and independently revised and though we may think three
feet of snow to be something of a generalisation, it is always
possible that there had been extensive local drifting. Indeed
support comes from another quarter, namely Scottish High-
lands, Clans and Regiments Vol. I* which refers on page
592 to “a deep snow which had just fallen ”, i.e. at this time.
Henderson further reports that the infantry with Major-
Generals Howard and Oglethorpe and Brigadiers Cholmon-
deley and Mordaunt at their head arrived at Ovington at
night. Alarm was felt for the last column, many of whom
seemed likely to succumb to fatigue upon roads * terribly
broken and full of ice” so that countrymen were sent out
with lights and carts to bring them up, a process that went
on till the march was continued next morning at nine. The
first troops reached Hexham about four in the afternoon, the
rear at midnight when, says Henderson, they could proceed
no further because of the snow. They pitched camp on the
south side of the union of the two Tynés and were provided
with straw by the townsfolk who also kindled fires all over
the ground as a protection against the severe cold.

Some five years later March 8th, 1751," when Parliament
was deliberating the need for the Military Road, evidence
was given to a select committee on the state of the existing
“road ” between Newcastle and Carlisle by three of Wade’s

3 Edited by John S. Keltie, F.S.A. Scot. and published 1875. Kindly loaned
to the writer by Mr. S. Henderson of North Shields.

4 Sce Journals of the House of Commons, vol. 26, 1750-54, p. 12. It must
also be remembered that the year will appear as 1750 since the Parliamentary
New Year still began in late March. .
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former officers and a Mr. Thomas Sayer. One of the officers
was (now) Maj.-Gen. Cholmondeley who informed the
Committee

That during the Time of the late Rebellion, he marched with
the Troops from Newcastle, which were ordered to Carlisle 10
intercept the Rebels: That on the First Day the Troops set out
at Seven in the Morning, and it was Eleven at Night before they
arrived at Ovingham, which is only Eight Miles from Newcastle;
and the next Day they set out at the same time, and marched to
Hexham, where they did not arrive till Eleven of the Clock at
Night, and the Carriages did not come in till next Day :

That the Distance from Newcastle to Hexham is no more than
Sixteen computed Miles; and in good Road an Army will march
Sixteen Miles in Eight Hours; that the Reason of this Delay was
the Badness of the Road, which was almost impassable for the
Carriages, and quite so for Artillery.

It will be noticed at once that Cholmondeley disagrees with
Henderson on the time of departure,® also that he says
Ovingham and not Ovington though perhaps the two places
are sufficiently close as to make no real difference to the
account. He makes no mention of snow but of course it was
the condition of the road upon which he was reporting, not
that of the weather. He also underestimates both distances
but perhaps some of the details had become less sharp with
the passage of time. Be that as it may, his evidence was
confirmed by Col. Seabright, Aide to the late Field Marshal,
and by a Captain Morgan. All three agreed upon the im-
portance of communications between the two towns *for
the commodious Passage of Troops and Carriages on any
future occasion ”. Sayer’s remarks concerned the road west
of Hexham and he informed the Committee,

That he is well acquainted with the Road from Carlisle to

5See A History of the Present Rebellion by John Marchant (published
1746), p. 171. Apparenily quoting letters from correspondents to certain
sections of the press he mentions the departure of Wade at 10 o'clock with
about 16,000 men. Reference is also made to Wade's arrival in Hexham where
* finding the roads through the great quantily of snow that had fallen, in a
manner impassable ** he called a Council of War at which it was resolved to
march the army back to Newcastle,
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Hexham, which is mostly through an open Country, with very
few Houses, not One Part in Ten of the said Road being through
inclosed Grounds: That the Country is rocky, mountainous, and
boggy, and absolutely impassable, both in Summer and Winter,
for heavy Carriages; and there are several Waters in the said
Road, which frequently overflow and render it impassable.

Add to Sayer’s report the fact that on the official survey of
the area (which we shall consider presently) the way from
Hexham to Haydon Bridge is marked “ Summer Road * and
we can see the situation in which Wade found himself.
There seems to be abundant testimony both to the foulness
of the roads and the severity of the weather and in such
circumstances one wonders if even a reduced force without
artillery could have made much progress. Wade waited
three days for a thaw and, when none came, returned to
Newcastle. He arrived on November 22nd, his army almost
spent with fatigue and having failed dismally to halt the
progress of the rebels.

The important question now was whether the lesson
would be learned and communications between east and
west improved to a satisfactory standard. The answer is a
definite affirmative and though there are still one or two gaps
in our knowledge, recent investigation combined with what
was already known on the subject will provide a fairly con-
tinuous account of how the Military Road came into
existence. Contributions by Sir George Macdonald and
Lieut.-Col. Spain which had something to say about the
original survey of the road have appeared in Archeologia
Aeliana in 1933 and 1937, while in the Proceedings of this
Society for 1923-24 Mr. Parker Brewis had, among other
things, dissociated Wade from any part in the entire project.
Aslong ago as 1902 T. H. Hodgson had given a brief account
in the Cumberland and Westmorland Transactions of the
Act of 1751 concerning the road. The list is not intended
to be exhaustive and there are other articles, as well as a
number of isolated references which originated in the con-
temporary press or in the correspondence of such people as
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Dr. Stukeley, but these relate mainly to the actual building
of the road rather than to our present concern which is the
sequence of events preceding construction. Such questions
as who initiated proceedings, who were the surveyors, how
did the 1751 act fare in Parliament, who were the “under-
takers” and at what cost, still need answers and these we
shall attempt to supply.

On April 27th, 1932, at the invitation of this society, Sir
George Macdonald delivered a lecture entitled John Horsley,
Scholar and Gentleman, a report of which duly appeared in
Archeologia Aeliana 4th series, vol. X, of the following
year. In the course of his remarks Sir George referred (page
55) to a folding map signed ““ N. Hill sculp*” which had been
found in the British Museum immediately in front of an Act
of 1751 authorising the construction of the Newcastle-
Carlisle Military Road. Hill’s engraving, a copy of which
may be seen at Newcastle Central Library, is entitled :

A Survey of the Country between Newcastle and Carlisle
Representing the several present Roads and the Tract which is
proposed for the New intended Road of communication between
these Towns. As also all the Course of the Roman Wall with all
the Military Stations, Castella and Mililary Ways that lye upon
this Survey.

In a postscript to his article Sir George suggested that the
original map from which Hill had made his engraving might
be preserved at the War Office. Tronically, there was an
original copy much nearer than he could have supposed for
it had been in the possession of the very society he was
addressing for almost a century! This copy, evidently long
forgotten, had been presented to the Society by John Bell
and is referred to in a catalogue of the Library published in
1839.° Still in good order it is now preserved at the
Northumberland County Record Office. Nor is it the only

s Mr. W. Tynemouth, F.L..A., Hon, Librarian to the Society, kindly looked
up these facts. A further reference to this map, to which attention was drawn
by Professor Birley, is to bc found in a footnote on p. 465 of vol. X of
Northumberland County History.
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copy for how a second came to light in March, 1936, has
been described by the late Lieut.-Col. G. R. B. Spain in an
article entitled The Original Survey for the Newcastle-
Carlisle Military Road—c. 1746 which appeared in Archao-
logia Aeliana, 4th series, vol. XIV of 1937. Mr. G. H.
Allgood was examining the contents of a cupboard at
Nunwick when he found an oak box containing the map,
beautifully hand-drawn in many colours and in excellent
condition. The case was labelled in writing so faint as to
be decipherable only after treatment:

For Lancelot Allgood Esqre at Hexham near Newcastle upon
Tyne to the care of Mr. Greenwood” an exciseman at Newcastle
upon Tyne.

Though the state of the Nunwick map is vastly superior to
that of its “ twin”, both measure about ten feet six inches
long by two feet wide and cover five sheets joined together
to make a roll.* Sir George suggested in a footnote on page
55 that if the original map of The New Projected Road could
be discovered it would probably reveal the names of the
surveyors. In fact neither copy does though this is a subject
to which we shall return presently. For the moment, it will
be sufficient to note that the original surveys cover an-area
roughly sixty miles long (i.e. from about three miles east of
Newcastle to about two miles west of Carlisle) by about six
miles broad at a scale of just over two inches to the mile.
There are five insets all concerned with the Roman Wall and
its attendant works and the course of the proposed road is
shown as a dotted line co-incidental with Severus Wall from

7" How Greenwood fits into the picture is not clear. Possibly he somelimes
acted in a privalc capacitly as a receiving agent for Aligood. For an outlinc
of this exciseman’s movements within the service see Col. Spain’s article.
Recent enqmnes have produced no further information.

8 This society provides for salc to members a collotype rcproducuan in
reduced dimensions of the Nunwick map. Mr. Allgood kindly permitted the
wriler to cxamine the original.

Sir Geo. Macdonald suggested that onc purpose of Hill's engraving might
_be to provide copies for circulation among Members of Parliament while
discussions were proceeding. A copy may be secn at Newcastle Central
Library.
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Newcastle to a point nearly thirty miles west. There are
diversions, of course, mainly over Sheldon Common (as the
area south of the Wall between Wall Houses and Halton
Chesters used to be called) where the dotted line follows
Hadrian’s Vallum and in the Chesters area where advantage
is taken of the existing Tyne bridge. Soon after leaving
Chesters it returns for a brief spell to the line of the Wall but
thereafter follows the Vallum to the point where Wall and
Vallum sharply diverge about a mile east of Shield on the
Wall. The proposed line, turning south-west, advances
independently for some four miles to High Shield when for
another mile and a quarter it is superimpoesed once more
upon the Vallum. Not far west of Twice Brewed, however,
New projected road and Vallum part company, the former
following the line of the modern B6318 to Greenhead and
then that of A69 (more or less) to Brampton. Thereafter it
approximates to the course of B6264, finally stopping just
short of the Eden where it apparently joins an existing road
(the modern A7) for the remainder of its journey into the
city.

Other interesting features are the location of General
Wade’s Camp on the northern edge of the Newcastle Towns
Common and again just south of the union of the two Tynes,
also the quaint spelling of certain place names such as Humps
Haugh for Humshaugh or Leonard Cross Abbey for
Lanercost as though the surveyors had enquired the names
of these places of local inhabitants and then. recorded what
they believed they heard. Several miles of the Stanegate
are shown west of Settlingstones as a Roman Military Way
but nowhere is the course of the Military Way proper
recorded. Another matter calling for mention before we
take temporary leave of the survey is the fact that John
Warburton included in his book Vallum Romanum (pub-
lished 1753) a plan all too similar in most respects—even in
its title and insets-—to the official survey. Macdonald goes
to considerable length to reveal Warburton in his true colours
and to show that the official survey, even though he (Sir
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George) had not seen it, must have been the basis of War-
burton’s map. So conclusive are his arguments that no
further comment seems necessary though it may be admitted
that some details such as the courses of certain existing
“roads” are easier to follow on Warburton’s map than on
the original from which he copied them! To that extent is
he useful.

We must now turn attention to the Minutes of the
Surveyor General® for 1749 where an entry for 4th April
orders that a letter of 31st March from His Grace the Duke
of Newcastle, then Secretary of State for the North, together
with the petition from the Nobility and Gentry, desiring a
road to be made from Newcastle to Carlisle is to be referred
to the Surveyor-General himself. The petition has so far
eluded discovery’® but its general content can easily be
ascertained from a passage dated 4th March, 1750/51, in
Journals of the House of Commons't and headed Carlisle
Road. It had been submitted by the Nobility, Gentry,
Clergy, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the Counties of
Northumberland and Cumberland and stated, in what is
probably the indirect form

That the City of Carlisle, in the County of Cumberland, and
the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne, in the County of Northumber-
land, are situate on the Two principal Passages from the Northern
to the Southern Parts of this Kingdom, the one near the Irish
Channel, the other near the German Ocean, at the Distance of
about Sixty Miles; and that the Road between them is for the most
part through a Country uncultivated, and very thinly inhabited,
frequently unpassable, and at all times very inconvenient either
for Troops or Carriages; and that it has been found by Experi-

® The writer’s attention was drawn to two unindexed bundles comprising
volumes 34-38 of the minules of the Surveyor-General (W.O. 47) for the pcriod
1749-51 by Mr. P. A. Penfold of the Public Record Oftice. A veritable mine
of information they proved to be. Valuable assistance with the research was
given by Mrs. 1. M. Lawson. The Surveyor-General in 1749 was Thos.
Lascelles.

10 A search at the House of Lords Record Office, while failing to find the
petition, uncovered the accounts submitted annually to Parliament in respect
of the construction of the road. These inciuded contracts with the undertakers.

1 Vol. 26, 1750-54, p. 87.
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ence, as well during the late Rebellion, as on former Occasions,
that the said Passages cannot be properly guarded without a free
and open Communication for Troops and Carriages at all times
of the Year, between the said City of Carlisle and Town of New-
castle; and that the Want of such a Communication has been
attended with great Inconvenience and Danger to this Kingdom,
and that a Road proper for that Purpose cannot be laid out, or
the Expense thereof defrayed, but by a National Assistance, and
the Aid and Authority of Parliament: And therefore praying,
That Leave be given to bring in a Bill for laying out, making, and
keeping in Repair, a Road proper for the Passage of Troops and
Carriages between the said City of Carlisle and Town of New-
castle, in such Manner as to the House shall seem meet.

Who took the lead in initiating the petition and who the
signatories were we cannot be sure but it may be significant
that the Act, which was the outcome of the petition,
nominated several hundred commissioners in Northumber-
land and only some three dozen in Cumberland if we exclude
corporate bodies such as the Aldermen of Carlisle. We may
guess that perhaps those who were appointed commissioners
were also those who had signed the petition and that by
reason of the greater numbers involved wider interest had
been evoked in Northumberland. If that were so then who
more likely to initiate the project than some well known
and influential member of local society such as Lancelot
Allgood, especially since he is known to have taken a keen
interest in the improvement of road communication. Tt is
true that the Allgood letters at this period contain no clue
but this need not be conclusive. Indeed it may be of much
greater significance that Allgood’s name, out of alphabetical
order, stands at the head of the list of commissioners and
that he received a personal copy of the original survey, of
which there cannot have been many. He was, of course,
the ancestor of the present owner of Nunwick, Mr. G. H.
Allgood, and became Sheriff of Northumberland in 1745, in
which capacity he must surely have met Wade, as Lieut.-Col.
Spain suggested. 1In fact it is easy to imagine him listening
to the Field Marshal’s bitter remarks about the roads over
o
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which he had just struggled to Hexham (where Allgood still
had a house) as he compared them with roads that he (Wade)
had made in the Highlands some years before. He may even
have imparted to Allgood something of his own enthusiasm
for road-building for after the latter had become a Member
of Parliament in 1749 he was actively associated not only
with the Military Road but aiso with the Corn Road from
Hexham to Alnmouth. He also served on Committees to
which details of two roads of Sir William Middleton were
referred, viz. one from Longhorsley to the Breamish and the
other from Morpeth to Elsdon.!® That Allgood could have
been the principal initiator of the scheme thus seems not
unlikely, though it must be granted that Sir William Middle-
ton and not he steered the Bill through Parliament. This
may also be an appropriate point at which to consider
Wade’s claims'” since the road has long been associated with
his name. If he did urge upon Allgood or anyone else the
need for such a road then that was probably the limit of his
influence. After being a member for Bath from 1722 he
died in March, 1748, so that while it is unlikely that he had
any part in organising the petition'? it is certain that he
could have had nothing to do with the construction of a
read which, as we shall see, did not commence till 1751.""

The next relevant entry in the Minutes of the Surveyor-
General is dated May 9th, 1749, and states that he has now
considered both the letter of the Duke of Newcastle and the
Petition and that it is ordered

That Mr. Dugal Campbell Sub Director of Engineers go
thither, make an exact Survey of the present Road betwixt New-

12 As the result of a disputed election the previous year.

13 Welford, Men of Mark, Vol. 1.

14 In the preface to his Vallum Romanum even Warburton claims to have
suggested the road as early as 1715. Allusion 1o his untrustworthiness has
already been made. .

15 Obviously the petition could have been originated some time before its
submission to the Surveyor-General,

16 See Gregory The Story of the Road, p. 213, where it is stated that a
number of Military roads are often referred to as Wadc's but were really made
later in the 18th century., Examples are given.
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castle and Carlisle, also a Project for Opening a Communication
betwixt those Places, and making the same Practicable at ali
Seasons of the Year for Troops and Carriages to pass and repass,
that he transmit the same to the Board, with his Report thereupon,
and an Estimate of the Charge of Making it, that the same may be
laid before His Majesty.

On May 22nd a further entry directed

That Mr. Hugh Debeig!? assist Mr. Dugal Campbell in Survey-
ing the Road between Newcastle and Carlisle, and that he follow
such Orders as he shall give him from time to time, for the
Furtherance and Promotion of His Majesty’s Service.

Who the surveyors were has often been pondered. Now
that we know, we may simply turn to page 549 of Vol. XXII
(Supplt.) of the Dictionary of National Biography and find
the same answer under the heading of Debbeig, Hugh!
There follows a long and fascinating account of the career
of this brilliant engineer who reached heights that were
denied to his superior, Campbell. Military engineers at this
time held office under warrants which conferred no regular
army status and had their own system of grades which began
with that of practitioner engineer and ascended through
those of sub-engineer, engineer-extraordinary, engineer in
ordinary, sub-director and director to chief engineer. The
chief engineer aiso held the office of surveyor-general until
1750 when the latter office became detached from the
engineers. To avoid embarrassment engineers could be
granted commissions in various regiments but not till about
1757 was their position improved when, after the direct inter-
cession of the Duke of Cumberland with the King, officers
of the Corps of Engineers received military rank.'®

Hugh Debbeig had been born in 1731 and entered the
Royal Artillery as Matross at the age of eleven. By 1745
he had become a cadet-gunner and in the following year had
been attached as an engineer to the expedition of Sinclair
against Lorient. His studies were resumed at the Royal

17 Elsewhere spclled Debbeig.
18 Details are from Porter, Vol. I, History of the Corps of Royal Engineers.
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Military Academy at Woolwich though in 1747 he was in
Flanders with the temporary grade of engineer-extraordinary
where by reason of his boldness and intelligence he was made
an extra aide to the Duke. In July of the same year he
was present at the battle of Val and also at the siege of
Bergen-op-Zoom.' After conclusion of the treaty of Aix-
la-Chapelle he returned home and was employed in Scotland
where in 1747 the survey of the Highlands had begun. The
year 1749, as we have seen, brought him to the North of
England to assist “Col. Dugald (thus) Campbell in the
construction of the Military Road from Newcastle upon
Tyne to Carlisle,-which with its fourteen bridges, was com-
pleted in 1752 . . .” So says the Dictionary of National
Biography though in the light of recent research we may say
that the road was not finished before 1757 and that Campbell
and Debbeig were employed upon the survey and not the
construction. The rest of Debbeig’s career, had we occasion
to report on it, would be a remarkable one of service in
North America under Wolfe at whose death he was present,
of secret work in France and Spain, of high appointments in
many places and of compliments from the King. He was
even court-martialled for his outspokenness but it made little
difference to his progress. He died, a general, in 1810.
With Dugal Campbell the case is different for details of
. his career have to be gleaned from the history of the Corps
of Royal Engineers and from the 1660-1898 list of its officers.
The latter gives the bare record of his progress from practi-
" tioner to sub-engineer in 1734, to engineer-extraordinary in
1742, to engineer in ordinary in 1744 and ultimately to sub-
director (apparently with responsibility for the Berwick-
Carlisle area) in 1748. At the outbreak of the *45 Rebellion
he was one of the only three engineers known to have been
in Scotland at the time and was probably at the defence of
19 Notes on Debbeig arc mainly based upon Hist. of the Corps of Royal
Engineers and Dict. of Nat. Biog. Loan of Vols. I and 11 of History of the
Corps and the 1660-1898 list of its officers was obtained from the Institution

of Royal Enginecrs, Chatham. The kindness of Brig. Lacey and Lieut.-Col.
Stear is acknowledged.



ORIGIN OF THE MILITARY ROAD 197

Edinburgh Castle. He was at Culloden and then in Flan-
ders whither a Warrant of February 3rd, 1747, had ordered a
Brigade of Engineers and appointed Campbell as chief-
engineer at 15s. a day.”® The whole brigade was present at
the battle of Val (or Lafeldt). On the next Corps list as at
April 16th, 1748, after the suspension of hostilities, Camp-
bell appears as sub-director and Debbeig as practitioner.
The account is now continued in the Surveyor-General’s
minutes where, following the instruction to Campbell of May
9th, 1749, to survey the area between Newcastle and Carlisle,
the next relevant entry is one of July 18th which records his
claim of £20. 4. 6. for “ Horsehire and Expences from Lon-
don to Berwick and from thence to Newcastle on His
Majesty’s Service, by Order of the Board” and one from
Debbeig for “an allowance of £8. 8. 0. for his Passage,
Horsehire and Expences on the Road to assist Mr. Campbell
on the Road between Newcastle and Carlisle.” Both claims
were allowed “except the £1 charged in Mr. Debbeig’s Bill
for Extraordinary Expences”, whatever they may have
been! Debbeig’s next two claims, however, the first of
£9. 15. 9. on October 3rd “ for Horsehire and Expences to
Newcastle to attend Mr. Dugal Campbell on the Survey of
the Road between that place and Carlisle, from the 10th July
to the 25th Ultimo” and the second of £11. 15. 2. on
December 12th “for Horsehire and other Expences, in
Surveying the Road from Carlisle to Newcastle, and coming
thence to London ”, were both allowed in full.

Campbell’s final claim, as recorded in a minute of 22nd
December amounted to £54. 1. 8. and represented his “ Bill
of Disbursement and Travelling Expences, on account of
the Survey of the Country from Newcastle to Carlisle, for a
Road of Communication in the months of July, August and
September last ”.*! The importance of this entry lies in the

20 The same Warrant mentions Debbeig as engineer-extraordinary at Ss. a
day.
21 The same minute also allows a further bill of Campbell’'s of £24. 10. 0.
‘“ on account of Works and Repairs carried on at Berwick and Carlisle between
Ist July and Ist ulto.”
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fact that it dates precisely the survey of the Military Road.

How the two engineers applied themselves to their task is
further revealed by another entry for December 22nd, 1749,
which is reproduced in full

Mr. Dugal Campbell Sub-Director of Engineers having
(Pursuant to Minute of the 9th May last, and agreeable to a
Letter the late Master General received from His Grace the Duke
of Newcastle with the Petition of the Nobility and Gentry, desir-
ing a Road to be made from Newcastle to Carlisle) transmitted a
Report of the several Roads at present used for the Communica-
tion between Newcastle and Carlisle, and of the most proper
Course for the new intended Road, with an Estimate of the
Charge to make the same, and the several Stone Bridges that are
necessary upon it, amounting to £22,450 and inclosing a Plan or
Survey of all the Country between those Places and some Miles
further on each end, extending in all 60 Miles, and about 6 Miles
in Breadth,

ORDERED

That the same be sent to His Grace the Duke of Newcastle
to lay before His Majesty, and that His Grace be desired to
observe in folio 12 of Mr. Campbell’s Report, that he proposes
to Carry the new Road Sixteen Miles and an half through several
Inclosed Grounds, which are private Property, and must be first
purchased, the Value whereof is not included in the £22,450 at
which the Charge of making the said Road is Estimated by Mr.
Campbell.

In six months (July-December) an area of 360 square miles
had been surveyed and the map, estimate, and report pro-
duced. Whether either man had any part in the actual
drawing of the two maps that have been preserved, or of that
submitted to the Duke of Newcastle, we cannot tell nor can
we digress within the scope of our present study on the
subject of the sixteen and a half miles of enclosed ground
since Campbell’s report has not yet been found. Competent
engineer he may have been but antiquary he was not for
surely the recommendation to lay the road where possible
upon the course of the Wall must have been his and his
reasons those of convenience and cheapness. The Act itself
was to stipulate that the course of the road should be “ from
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the West Gate of the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne to East
Denton; and from thence by Chapel Houses to Heddon on
the Wall, Harlow Hill, Portgate, etc.” Upon what else
would such a course be based but the surveyors’ report
though the exact line of the road between the stated points
could be left to the discretion of the commissioners who, in
the event, were just as guilty as the surveyors?** The report
might even explain why the line of the Military Way was
ignored even if much of the actual roadway had fallen into
decay. Stukeley had no doubt about the use to which it
could have been put, for writing some years later in 1754, he
says with no little bitterness

It was the business of the surveyors of the work to trace out
this road. They would have found it pretty strait, well laid out
in regard to the ground, and it would have been a foundation
sufficient for their new road. The late learned Roger Gale and
myself rode the whole length of it in 1725, so I speak as an eye
witness, and I write down with grief to see so little taste, so little
judgement shown by the public in this otherwise laudable under-
taking.23

The remains of the Wall, then, were condemned to an
obliteration almost as effective as if they had been carted
bodily away. No doubt the decision to re-use one defunct
piece of military engineering in the construction of another
was hailed by many as a stroke of genius.

Campbell, at any rate, was an indefatigable worker for
the next entry concerning him in the Surveyor-General’s
Minutes is one of June 15th, 1750, which says

Mr. Dougal Campbell, having signified by letter belief that all
attempts by Engineers to improve themselves in their profession
would be acceptable to the Board, and as there is little service at

22 Sce Last days of the Old Roman Wall at Rudchester by H. L. Honeyman,
PSAN 4, VI, or the original Denton estate letter at County Record Office,
where a report of a “site meeting” of commissioncrs and others says * We
all agreed that the Mllllary road would be best upon the Old Roman Wall
through that ground, for it is the strightest (thus) way, the easicst expence and
will do the least damage to the ground .

3 Surtecs Soc. 80, vol. III, p. 141, Smkeley.s diary.
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home for him this year desires Jeave to go abroad to visit the
Fortifications in Flanders and Germany to make what observa-
tions he could, that the Lieutenant General®* had approved his
request and procured the Duke’s consent and he only wanted the
‘Board’s approbation and leave which he hoped they would grant
for a year or two. He would acquaint the Board from time to
time where he is, in case he should be wanted to attend his duty.

His request was speedily granted for another entry of the
same date directs that a letter be sent to Mr. Smelt,
Engineer in Ordinary at Carlisle

to acquaint him that as the Board have given leave to Mr,
Sub-Director Campbell to go abroad for his improvement they
commit the care and direction of the Works in the Berwick and
Hull Divisions to him and require him strictly to observe and
follow the instructions given the said Mr. Campbell and that a
copy of the same be given him.

There is little more to tell of Campbell though further
research into the Minutes beyond 1750 might reveal fresh
details. The official history of the Corps** mentions him
again in 1755, still as sub-director but with the Medway as
his station and Debbeig as one of his subordinates, and two
further entries in List of Officers of the Corps (1660-1898)
concern him. One completes his War Services with the
terse entry Louisbourg, 1757 and the second records his death
at sea between Halifax and New York in September of the
same year.*®

To make further progress we must return to Journals of
the House of Commons.?” The petition, with the King’s
recommendation signified by the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, was presented to the House on 4th March, 1750
(51), and referred to a committee for the purpose of examin-

24 Evidently the Lieut.-General of Ordnance who at this time was probably
Sir John Ligonier.

25 Vol. 1, p. 172-3.

28 Further references to Campbell and examples of his work may be scen
at the Public Record Office, Chancery Lane, but they scem to lhrow no fresh
light on our present study.

27 Vol. 26, 1750-54, as cited above.
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ing “the Matter of Fact™ contained in the petition. This
Committee consisted of over fifty nominated members (includ-
ing the familiar names of Middleton, Allgood and Blackett)
and all. who served for the six northern counties. They were
to meet that same afternoon at five in the Speaker’s Chamber
“and have Power to send for Persons, Papers and Records ™.
Those sent for evidently included the four gentlemen men-
tioned above (Cholmondeley, Seabright, Morgan and Sayer)
and on March 8th Sir Wm. Middleton included their testi-
mony in the course of his report from the Committee to the
House. Cholmondeley’s and Sayer’s remarks we have
already discussed and need only add that Seabright con-
sidered

“That if this Road was passable for Troops and Carriages, an
Army might march from Newcastle to Carlisle in less Time than
they could from Edinburgh to Carlisle.”

The report concluded

And it appeared to your Committee, That it is impossible to
repair the said Road by the ordinary Course of Law, nor even
by the erecting Turnpikes thereon, it being open in some Parts for
Twenty Miles together, so that the Payment of the Tolls might
easily be evaded; but could they be collected, the Country having
little Commerce, and being uncultivated, a very small Income
would arise therefrom, the Inhabitants for Twenty Miles together,
not being able to furnish Forty Carriages towards the Repair of
the said Road; there being in some Parts no House to be seen for
Ten or Twelve Miles together.

It was then ordered that the Report be referred to a Com-
mittee of Supply and when this met on April 22nd a sum not
exceeding £3,000 was granted towards the laying of the road.
It was then moved that the report from the Committee which
had considered the petition be read and when this was done
leave was given to bring in a bill for the making of the road
which Sir Wm. Middleton, Sir John Mordaunt, Mr. Allgood
and others were instructed to prepare and introduce.
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On April 29th, 1751, Middleton presented the Bill for its
First Reading. The Second Reading took place on May
3rd and on May I0th the House resolved into Committee to
consider the bill further. On 13th Lord Dupplin reported
such amendments as had been made. These were read a
second time, and, with a further alteration to one, agreed.
Bill and amendments were then ordered to be engrossed and
on May 16th came the Third Reading when it was resolved
that the Bill should pass and the title be An Act for laying
out, making and keeping in repair, a road proper for the
Passage of Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle
to the Town of Newcastle upon Tyne. Sir William was then
ordered to carry the Bill to the Lords and desire their con-
currence. This was speedily forthcoming for on May 22nd
the Royal Assent was granted and in less than one month
Bill had become Act.

The Act,*® of which we can only mention the more
pertinent details, runs to nearly forty pages. Stripped of its
verbiage, the preamble echoes the general tone of the Petition
by observing that a road “ proper for the passage of Troops,
Horses and Carriages at all times of the year” would be of
great service to the public; indeed the lack of such a road
had been found to be a great inconvenience and danger to
the realm. Tt could not, however, be laid unless at public
cost and with the sanction of Parliament although it was
anticipated that when finished maintenance would be
recovered by the levying of tolls and duties. Next came the
Commissioners for Cumberland, some three dozen being
mentioned by name, and the Mayor, Recorder and Alder-
men, and the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle for the time
being. The Northumberland Commissioners ran to nearly
four hundred ranging far and wide over the county and
covering practically every family of note. Several corporate
bodies, such as the Aldermen of Newcastle and the Bailiffs
of Morpeth are also included. The course the road is to

21 XXIV George 1.
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follow comes next, starting from the West Gate of Newcastle
and passing by East Denton, Chapel Houses, Heddon on the
Wall, Harlow Hill, Port Gate, Chollerford Bridge, Walwick,
Carrawburgh, Whinshields, Clowgill (Closegill), Brampton,
High Crosby, Drawdikes, and Stanwix to the Scotch Gate of
the City of Carlisle. Rules follow regarding the calling of
meetings and the conducting of business; seven may act for
the rest and all commissioners shall defray their own ex-
penses and take the stipulated oath. Officers are to be
appointed, accounts kept, and copies of accounts and con-
tracts delivered to each House of Parliament within thirty
days after the opening of each session. Commissioners are
to be responsible for the detailed setting out of the road, i.e.
between the points already specified, and this, as we have
seen, is highly relevant in apportioning blame for the
utilisation of the remains of the Wall in the eastern sector.
No part of the road is to be less than twenty-seven feet in
width where conditions permit.

Then follows a multitude of clauses concerning the
acquisition of materials, cutting of drains and ditches, pur-
chase of land, and resolving of differences which are prob-
ably usual in most Highway Acts and which need not detain
us. Of more interest, however, are the instructions that
when the road is completed (i.e. passable for Troops, Horses
etc.) notice shall be given to the Newcastle newspapers®® and
also posted at the Town Hall in Carlisle and the Moot Hall
in Newcastle; and that of the £3,000 to be paid out of
Supplies for the year 1751°° £1,000 shall be paid to the Cum-
berland Trustees, £2,000 to those of Northumberland. A
glance at the map will show there to be roughly two thirds
of the road in the latter county. When the road is complete,
turnpikes and toll houses are to be erected and details are
given of the rates to be charged, with the provision that no
more than a third of the toll due shall be taken at any one
gate in Northumberland and no more than half in Cumber-

29 This was done in 1757.
30 Construction was the subject of annual grant.
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land. Exemptions are specified and these include post
horses, most military traffic, and waggons officially engaged
in conveying vagrants elsewhere! No toll shall be levied on
election days in respect of vehicles and their passengers or
travellers on horseback. Penalties for the cvasion of tolls
as well as for failure to perform statutery work upon the
road are, as we would expect, set out in considerable detail.

Such then are the main features of the Act though per-
haps two other small details might claim attention. The
first is that at the place where the two counties meet a
bounder stone shall be positioned and maintained at the
joint expense of the trustees for both counties and the second
that the road shall be measured from the West gate of New-
castle upon Tyne to Carlisle and milestones erected to show
distances from that gate; each county shall meet its own
costs in this respect.

Our account is now continued with the help of the press
and of the original contracts and accounts®* found in the
Record Office of the House of Lords. On June 8th, 1751,
Newcastle Courant gave notice®® of a meeting of the North-
umberland trustees to be held at the Moot Hall on the
twenty-fourth of the same month. Persons willing to make
any part of the intended road within the county of
Northuniberland, beginning at the Westgate, were to deliver
their proposals at the office of the Clerk of the Peace in
Westgate before that date and to attend the meeting. The
result was that a contract was drawn up (though not signed
for some months) between Wm. Biggs, Geo. Delaval, Robt.
Shaftoe, Gawen Aynsley, John Blackett, Joshua Douglas;
and Edward Ward for the Commissioners, and Christopher
Lightfoot, Thomas Lightfoot, and James Paul, all from
Yorkshire, and Robt. Rowntree of Gainsforth in Durham,
whereby Lightfoot and his partners should make the road
as far as Cumberland. It is specified that all work shall be

31 Funds for the photographing of these documents were kindly made avail-
able by the Dept. of Archaeology of the University of Durham.
32 Notices of this typz are usually rcpeated in the following issue.
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done to the satisfaction of the commissioners’ surveyor and
shall measure twenty-seven feet from ditch to ditch. Stone-
work is to be sixteen foot broad and fifteen inches thick at
the Crown declining to five inches at the extremities. From
Newcastle to East Denton it is to be covered with three
inches of gravel and likewise thereafter when gravel can be
obtained within one and a half miles of the road. Failing
gravel best quarry rubbish or other proper material may be
used. Payment is to be at the rate of eight shillings per
rood*® of which sixpence shall be retained pending the satis-
factory maintenance of the road for three years. To make
easier the “ passage of artillery, heavy carriages, and other
carriages ”, a further sum of fifty-two pounds ten shillings is
to be made for adjustment to the gradient of Benwell Hill in
accordance with a plan accompanying the contract. The
document was signed, sealed and delivered on November
2nd, 1751, by Christopher Lightfoot in the presence of John
Tweddell, clerk to the commissioners and Lightfoot received
£300 on account for work already done.

Two bridges, one over Newburn Dean (thus) the other
over Denton Dean are the subjects of a further agreement
between the same seven commissioners and Thomas Lay-
burn of Wolsingham and William Wheatley of Lanchester.
Detailed specifications are given and a plan®* of both bridges
accompanies the contract. The work is to be completed on
or before the next Midsummer Day for the sum of £160 and
the bridges to be kept in good repair for seven years at the
builders’ expense. The contract is signed by Layburn and
Wheatley, again on November 2nd in the presence of John
Tweddell and John Brown; Layburn received £30 the same
day on account. John Tweddell was of course clerk and
treasurer to the Northumberland commissioners. John
Brown, the surveyor, was the elder brother of the renowned

33 According to Shorter Oxford Eng. Dict. a rood might vary locally from
6 to 8 yards. Cumberland Commissioners, as their documents show, regarded
it as 7 yards.

34 Copies will ultimately be deposited in the Society’s Library.
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“Capability ” Brown and still lived at Kirkharle®*> as later
press notices show.

" In Carlisle events were also moving at a fair pace.
Fortunately the minutes of some of the Commissioners meet-
ings have been preserved and include those of their first on
June 24th, 1751, at the Town Hall. Officials appointed that
day were Richard Waller as surveyor at a salary of £40 a
year and George Pattinson as clerk and treasurer at £20 a
year, both salaries to commence from Midsummer 1751. Tt
was also ordered that the treasurer should send for twenty-
five copies of the Act for the use of Commissioners. This
meeting was adjourned till the following day when it was
resolved

That the Making of the Road to .begin at John Bowsteads
house at Stanwix bank. That it be Carried the whole way in as
streight a Direction as the Ground will admitt. That it go along
the lane to Luke Fishes, Thence thro’ Widow Bells Close by Draw
Dikes, thro Draw Dikes Grounds to the Wood bridge near Lance-
lot Clemisons from thence thro Mr. Hoskins Ground to the 2
ashes in Crosby Lane, from thence thro Crosby Lane by High
Crosby, from High Crosby over Newby moor to the River Irthing
at the Ford near Ruleholme.

It was further resolved that an advertisement be published in
Newcastle papers that the road will be contracted for by the
mile and that Mr, Waller will attend those willing to under-
take. They are to deliver their proposals sealed, to George
Pattinson and attend the next meeting, which will be at the
Bush in Carlisle on 16th July. Similar conditions are to

35 The relationship is confirmed by Hodgson, Vol. I, Pu. 11, p. 247, where
his marriage with Jane Lorrainc at Harltburn on April 23rd, 1743 is noled.
He was also agent to the Duke of Portland. With the help of Mr. Matthews
of the County Record Office, the writer examined microfilmed records of
Kirkharle Parish Church and found an entry for the baptism of John Brown
on 3rd February 1708. Hc was the third child and eldest son in a family of
three girls and three boys born to William Browne (thus) of Kirkharle. When
he resigned in 1757 as surveyor for the Northumberland part of the road a
notice in the Newcastle Courant on October 7th advertised for a successor at
£20 a year. Entries in the same paper for September 22nd and November 18th
show that he had also resigned appointment with the Trustees of the Alnmouth
and the Ponteland turnpike roads.
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apply to those willing to build a bridge over. the Mill beck
in Draw Dikes field.

The notice duly appeared in Newcastle Courant on 29th
June and at the meeting of the 16th it was decided to contract
for the making of the road with John Byers, Thos. Hether-
ington, John Hetherington, Isaac Byers, John Byers younger
and Benjamin Byers. In the ensuing agreement Rev. John
Waugh, Mr. Robt. Graham, Henry Aglionby, Joseph Dacre,
Mountague Farrer, Wm. Milbourne, Rev. Wm. N. Jackson,
John Brown, and Jos. Nicolson represented the trustees.
Specifications were much the same as those for Northumber-
land and work was to be completed as far as the two ash
trees by 25th December. The undertakers were also to be
responsible for drainage (trenches to be a yard wide on either
side of the road) and for the maintenance of the road for
one year. Terms, however, were more generous than in
Newcastle, namely twelve shillings per rood and no retention
clause. Not until 9th September was the matter of the
bridge settled however when Richard Bell, Arch. Thompson,
and Jos. Robinson undertook to erect the same “on con-
sideration of the sum of forty-six pounds ™.

Examination of these documents, cursory as it has been,
really terminates our investigation into the genesis of the
Military Road. At the eastern end construction began
on July 8th, 1751, as that month’s issue of Newcastle General
Magazine reported.
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