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SEPTET

Septet has its roots in an earlier work which was written as part of a

B.A.(Hons,) degree in Music, This piece was selected by the Society for
the Promotion of New Music, but was substantially revised in December
1989, prior to thé actual performance. In the light of this performance
further revisions have been made to the new score, mostly with regard
to octave registration (in the sections commencing at B and G ), minor
alterations to dynamic markings and the addition of octave or unison
doublings in order to articulate more clearly certain rhythmic figures
throughout the central portion of the piece,

The instruments that form the septet were chosen both for their
capacity to blend with each other and their ability to form other
characteristic groupings within the septet: woodwind duo; piano trio -
with woodwind or strings; or a quasi-string quartet grouping, The music
develops around the interplay between these groups, The piano is not
used primarily for its soloistic capabilities, but because of its
ability to blend with and enhance the various timbres and textures
achieved by the woodwind and strings. In this way, it represents the
major cohesive force amongst the different instrumental groupings,

The piece opens with a clearly defined introduction and closes with
a varied reprise and coda, The introduction contains most of the
significant elements that form the fabric of the piece, Emphasis is
placed on the pitches which reinforce or suggest a quasi-E major/minor
tonality: E/F; G/Gﬁ; A Bb/B; D/D*. A quintuplet figure, characterised
by its opening wedge-shape, is used as a 'springboard' into the piece.
It then assumes a catalytic nmature and both energises and propels the
music forward, As the music progresses, this quintuplet figure is used
in - two ways: firstly, as an aggressive, staccato motif which can
proliferate to form textures} secondly, as a fluid, more legato motif
which can weave itself into melodic lines and heterophonic textures,
The interplay and interaction between these two ideas and the material
which develops from them is explored throughout the piece, The
original quintuplet figure may transform into a sextuplet figure,
fragment into triplets or become subject to rhythmic augmentation and
further fragmentation,

Just before the work's main climax, the underlying E major/minor
tonality rises once more to the surface in a brief fantasy-style
episode, At the climax itself, marked 'energetico', a confluence of the
main harmonic and rhythmic material occurs., The quintuplet figure has
evolved into a melodic line in its own right, characterised still by

its rhythmic energy and also by the chordal structure supporting it,



reminiscent of thefvery;first gesture of the piece, In the reprise
which follows;;the”piaﬁb initiates’a canonic texture, using a slow-
moving five-note motif related to the original quintuplet figure. This
leads the music into a series of partially remembered ideas. The music
gradually loses mqmentum; inspite of two dramatic outbursts, and sinks
to the lowest register’of each instrument, until the double bass

remains alone, sustaining a low E.

Keely: Hodgson
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STILL MOMENT

The inspiration for this work came from T,S.Eliot's Four Quartets,

in particular, the poem Burnt Norton and, more specifically, the

second stanza and the lines:

"At the $till point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor
fleshless;

Neither from nor towards; at the still point, there the dance
is,

But neither arrest nor movement, And do mot call it fixity,

Where past and future are gathered, Neither movement
from nor towards,

Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the point, the still
point,

There would be no dance, and there is only the dance:'

Here, as elsewhere in the Four Quartets, Eliot expresses the idea

that there can be timeless moments in human 1ife, visionary moments
where one can stand outside time and grasp the full reality of 11ife.
My intention, therefore, was to write a piece in which an
individual - the oboist - continually strives to attain such a still
moment inspite of the chaos and distractions of his/her surroundings,

The string quartet represents the enviroment in which the oboist
is set, At the outset of the Piece the strings form an alien,
restless entity whose harmonic language has seemingly little or no
connection with that of the obbe. As the piece progresses there is
more interaction between oboe and strings., The oboe takes an active
role instead of the passive role with which it started. At the same
time the strings Play more orderly textures rather than the chaotic
textures which begin the piece. The still moments of this piece are
those sections of the work which are characterised by a slow tempo
and the use of sustained chords. They develop a more limited range
of pitch material and this often leads to moments of maximum
blending between the oboe and strings in terms of both harmonic and
rhYthmic content,

The work consists of ten sections:
Introduction and conflict I - cadenza - dance I - still moment I -
conflict II - still moment TII - dance II - still moment IIT -
dance III - still moment IV,
After the opening conflict section the strings'’ activity subsides
and the oboe breaks out with an impassioned song and then attempts
to lead the strings into music of a lighter, more dance-like

character, However, the string textures become increasingly active,




contrasting with tHéalQﬁé, lyrical lines and sustained notes of the
oboe, As the oboe becémes more assertive and the strings more
subdued, the music approaches stillness only to be shattered by

the return of the opening conflict material, now more developed and
aggressive, This time, however, there 1s more interaction between
oboe and strings and the music ié brought to a climactic point,
culminating in 'a unison string passage, The dance material returns
in a varied context and, once more, the oboe and strings interact
more closely, The closing section of the work represents the
closest the players come to attaining a still moment, All " frenetic
string activity has ceased and the quartet now plays a chorale-like
accompaniment against which the oboe sounds the pitches central to

the piece} Bb,BH,Eb,Eq.

Keely Hodgson
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Elegy was written in response to a call for pieces to be played by

the Prometheus Ensemble,as part of the Yorkshire Arts Young

Composers' Award, at the 1988 Huddersfield Contemporary Music
Festival,

The extrammusical inspiration behind this work, which gives it
its title Elegy, sprang from a desire to come to terms with events
of the past, to remember and mourn for past losses and, finally, to
shake off all the encumbrances that memory can bring,

The musical idea behind Elegy was to create a piece where the
smallest of germ motives would generate all the harmonic and
melodic material of the work., Hence the most significant elements
of the piece are apparent from the start: the stark open fifths
played by the violin and cello} the simple grace-note figure played
by the piano which traces a descending melodic line, Whilst these
figures continue to resonate the music becomes increasingly
agitated: reiterated semitones contrast strikingly with the open
fifths which, in their turn, begin to expand outwards, forming
wider intervals and semitone clusters,

The development of musical ideas in the first section of the work
is influenced by certain registral considerations, Before writing
the music I made the decision to base much of my harmonic material
on the succession of perfect fifths which constitute the open
strings of the violin and cello, On transferring this idea to the
piano keyboard, a succession of perfect fifths was mapped out,

having at its axis point the perfect fifth D-A:

8v¢.~' - -
ﬂg #1f
Ll = e =

¥ = o
4 Y » ] ’Lt‘ fon ) -

a— -— O o [~4

= b7

b

These pitches then served as a framework around which the pitch
material developed, starting from within a perfect fifth and with
the smallest intervallic element, the minor second., The intensity
of minor seconds, gradually expanding outwards until all the
instruments reach the extremes of register, reflects the emotional

quality of the extra-musical inspiration in all its varying degrees

of intensity, This pitch succession also furnishes the climactic
points of a melodic line, or comnstitutes the outer limits of
gradually expanding piano chords,

Much of the musical material of the second section of the piece



(bs.75-115) is generated through the use of a twelve-note row:

iy
7 f o Ml 1Y ) —
T4X A = ny
- T
e, &

I make liberal use of this row and its transformations to form a
contrapuntal texture between the clarinet, violin and cello lines,
to form the basis of chord structures and to create canonic textures,
The work consists of six sections: the first is introductory in
characterj the second develops the introductory material both
lineally and harmonicallyj the third combines both chordal and
canonic writing; the fourth represents the climax of the work,
presenting a fusion of the elements which began the piece in a more
highly expressive context, This is the elegiac section of the piece
where melodic strands, played by clarinet, violin and cello in
alternation, arise directly from the full piano chords and echo
their melodic contours, This section ends with a reiteration, by the
violin and cello, of open fifths in natural harmonics, This
represents an individual surfacing, having plunged into the most
painful depths of memory, into a new understanding,

The fifth and sixth sections form a varied reprise of the flrst
and third sections. The piano grace-note figure is allowed to flower
into sustained chords; the brief canonic section is more fragmentary
and fleeting - a final shaking loose from the encumbrances of the
past and a sudden release, represented by the final high E harmonic

played by the cello-alone,

Keely Hodgson
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ANNUNCIATION

Annunciation was written in response to a call for pieces to be played

by the percussion quartet Synergy, as part of the Yorkshire Arts Young
Composers' Award, at the 1990 Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival,
At that time I had been reading poetry by Elizabeth Jennings, Two

poems, The Annunciation and The Visitation, both giving a retrospective

view of the Angel Gabriel's annunciation to the Virgin Mary, caught my
imagination, It seemed to me that the various pitched and unpitched
instruments contained within the percussion quartet would be ideally
suited to convey the impact of this event; the dramatic visual and
aural images that might have accompanied the angel, as well as Mary's
response to his power, brilliance and glory that undoubtedly continued
to resonate in her thoughts long after the event had taken place,

Biblical descriptions furnished me with various images of angels:
firstly, from the Book of Daniel (Ch,10,vs,5-6) where, in a vision,
Daniel sees a man whose 'body was like chrysolite, his face like
lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the
gleam of bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude',

Secondly, in the Book of Revelation, John sees the same man whose

'voice was like the sound of rushing waters' (Ch.,l,v,14), Also, in
chapter 14 one finds the description: 'And I heard a sound from heaven
like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The
sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps'.

Before writing the piece, I assigned various individual timbres and
combinations of timbres to specific images associated with the angel,
Throughout the piece Mary 1is associated with the vibraphone playing
alone and in combination with the glockenspiel, Thus,the piece divides
into eight sections, each one forming part of the musical portrait of
the annunciation: firstly, Mary in prayer; the angel's descent
accompanied by a loud peal of thunder and the roar of rushing waters
played by unpitched percussion; Mary's prayer in response to the angel;
the angel's arms and legs 'like the gleam of burnished bronze'; an all-
consuming dance of unpitched percussion representing the 'sound of a
multitude', in which Mary herself is then caught up; This leads to the
climax of the work, both in terms of harmony, where vibraphone, '
glockenspiel and both marimbas play sweeping chords 'like harpists
playing their harps', and in terms of rhythm, played by unpitched
percussion 'like the roar of rushing waters', In my revisions to the
work I have extended this particular section to give a more dramatic

effect, This culminates in a final crash of chords, a combination of



pitched and unpitched inétrgments, representing, perhaps, the angel's
body '"like chrysolite'}fiﬁéspiece ends with Mary's song of quiet

acceptance, still surrounded by the resonance of the encounter.

Keely Hodgson
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MAGNIFICAT

This setting of the words found in The Book of Common Prayer, taken

from St. Luke's Gospel, does not follow the conventional pointing.
by which it would be sung in psalm-chant fashion. Instead it is a
free setting of the words which attempts, through harmonic and
rhythmic means, to conjure up many of the vivid poetic images
contained in the text, Antiphonal effects afforded by the division
of the singers into two choirs, are used to convey the powerful
images suggested by such lines as: 'He hath showed strength with his
arm' and 'He hath scattered the proud'.

My intentions when planning the harmonic structure of Magnificat
were to create memorable and singable lines which would have a link
with conventional diatonic harmony whilst forming, at the same time,
more complex harmony in combination with eachother, Most of the
chord structures were derived from particular combinations of
intervals which, to my ear, had a specific colouristic quality,
thereby evoking the essence of words such as ‘soul', 'blessed',
‘magnified' and ‘glory'. The interval most frequently heard through-~
out the piece is the major second, Indeed it forms the axis point of
many of the chord structures and often passages will begin or finish
with a sustained major second,

The structural pillars of the work occur at the points where the
music is conveying the most powerful or striking imagery: 'And his
mercy 1is on them that fear him'; 'He hath showed strength'; 'He hath

' and 'World without end'. Between

put down the mighty; 'Glory be,,
these pillars a succession of waves of varying climactic proportions
carry the music along,

Since the Magnificat is essentially the song of one woman, Mary,
I have deliberately highlighted the women's voices, often giving
them the more shapely or florid lines and using the men's voices as
a mere harmonic support, For example, in the passage beginning 'And
his mercy is on them' the men are to sing a four-note chord to the
word 'mercy', with the direction 'bell-like', whilst soprano and
alto soloists sing florid lines in tempo rubato, Similarly, later on
in the piece, the men repeat the words 'humble and meek' whilst the
women highlight the word 'exalted' within a repeated chord sequence.
Here, as in the passage which sets the words 'World without end' -
where a cloud of free-floating soprano and alto soloists sing
against the rest of the choir = the quality of the women's voices

may also conjure up images of the heavenly hosts.

Keely Hodgson
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