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CHAPTER 1. 

EARLY INFLUBSOES* 
G-eorge Body was born I n t o the large f a m i l y of Dr. Josiah 

Body, an eminent surgeon, at Cheriton, Devon, on 7 t h January 1840.(5) 
I t i s recounted t h a t i t was h i s desire from childhood t o devote 
h i s l i f e t o the spreading of the gospel. , . > 

The f i r s t signs of the i l l h e a l t h , which was t o recur 
f r e q u e n t l y i n l a t e r years, appeared when Body was a t B l u n d e l l 
school; when he was 17 there were fears t h a t the boy, who took 
b i b l e classes f o r young boys round h i s bed, might be a c r i p p l e 
f o r l i f e . Happily the advances i n medical science made i t 
possible f o r Body to recover s u f f i c i e n t l y t o enter St. Augustine's 
College, Canterbury, but i t was soon evident t h a t h i s p h y s i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n was s t i l l such as t o render a c t i v e work overseas an 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y . 

This meant a change i n plan but not i n heart f o r Body 
remained a l l h i s days a fervent supporter of the Church's work 
overseas. He entered St. John's College, Cambridge, and was 
made deacon i n 1863, The Cambridge Union was the poorer f o r 
h i s l e a v i n g , as Body had f r e q u e n t l y spoken l u c i d l y and p o w e r f u l l y 
i n defence of h i s r i t u a l i s t and r a d i c a l b e l i e f s t o an unsym­
pathe t i c audience. The experience of debate and the development 
of h i s undoubted g i f t s as an orator were s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the 
f u t u r e . 

Body's f i r s t curacy at St. James', Wednesbury, from 1863-5, 

was of the greatest consequence f o r here he came under the 

d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e of one who was a pioneer i n the cause of 

Mission Revival i n the English Church. J *>«(j>+b i ^ V 1 
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The d r i f t from the country t o t h e towns was responsible 
f o r serious p a s t o r a l d i f f i c u l t i e s and there was an ever i n c r e a s i n g 
danger of the multit u d e s d r i f t i n g i n t o p r a c t i c a l heathenism. 
The much needed m u l t i p l i c a t i o n and expansion of the usual 
p a r o c h i a l machinery would take many years t o achieve and the 
question of more immediate a c t i o n t o reach those completely 
outside the Church's i n f l u e n c e came t o the mind of many who 
were zealous f o r the souls of men. 

Bishop i l b e r f o r c e of o x f o r d began a p r a c t i c e of t a k i n g 
p r e a c h e r s w i t h him f o r n i n e or t e n days each L e n t i n d i f f e r e n t 
d i s t r i c t s and parishes of h i s diocese. The f i r s t of t h e s e 
ventures was as ea r l y as 185o when Vantage, Farringdon and 
Banbury were v i s i t e d and the populace exhorted t o hear the 
preachers i n t h e i r midst. ( 7 ) . On these occasions the Bishop 
worked from a convenient centre and a f t e r the preachers had 
toured the d i s t r i c t , sometimes held an o r d i n a t i o n or c o n f i r m a t i o n 
at t h a t c e n t r e . The d i a r y of the Bishop shows t h a t the e f f e c t 
of t h i s Lenten work was s t i l l growing 19 years l a t e r . Nothing 
but praise can be given t o Bishop 1 i l b e r f o r c e f o r h i s enlightened 
a c t i o n and these annual v i s i t s should be seen as pa r t of the 
f e e l i n g towards greater contact w i t h t he masses. I n the e a r l y 
years the emphathis appears t o have been very much on * teaching', 
but a f t e r the 1863 v i s i t t o Newbury and the surrounding area, 
the Bishop could r e p o r t t h a t "conversions were made". ( 8 ) . 
By t h i s time a new era had begun; the annual v i s i t s t o parts of 
the diocese by Bishop A'ilberf orce were now termed " k i s s i o n s " and 

the preachers, men l i k e T. T. Carter, Liddon, Benson, Goulburn, 
Furse and B i c k e r s t e t h , known as "Mission" preachers. 



Despite t h i s e a r l y i n t r o d u c t i o n of preachers to parts of a 
diooese, a more s i g n i f i c a n t movement was changing the shape of 
the m i n i s t r y of r e v i v a l i n the Jhurch of England. 

The impetus towards p a r o c h i a l missions as a means of r e v i v a l 
r a t h e r than the use of ' d i s t r i c t ' preachers serving under a bishop 
came from two separate sources. 

S h o r t l y a f t e r the commencement of the work by Bishop ^ i l b e r f o r o e , 
Cardinal wanning v i s i t e d Rome t o obtain the Pope's sanction f o r 

the founding of the Order of ubiates of S t . Charles i n London. ( 9 ) . 
The reason f o r h i s a c t i o n was t h a t t a n n i n g saw f o u r t h i n g s as 
e s s e n t i a l f o r the w e l l b e i n g of the Roman C a t h o l i c Church i n ngland :-

It The need t o preach amongst the poor, e s p e c i a l l y pending the 
establishment of permanent mission s t a t i o n s . 

2) The conducting of r e t r e a t s f o r the s p i r i t u a l renewal of the 
c l e r g y . 

3) The preaching of courses of sermons i n Advent and Lent. 
4; P e r i o d i c a l p a r o c h i a l missions. 

\ 
( I t w i l l be seen l a t e r how Body was conoerned w i t h each)• 

Father Benson was very impressed w i t h t h e idea of pa r o c h i a l 
missions and anxious t o introduce them i n t o the Church of England: 
an opportunity was soon t o present i t s e l f i n the p a r i s h of h i s 
f r i e n d , George Wilkinson. I f one source was thus the p r a c t i c e of 
the Soman Catholio Church, the more important f o r the Churoh of 
l^g l a n d was the source stemming from the work of Robert A i t k e n . 
Aitken had held what were p r a c t i c a l l y p a r o c h i a l missions long before 
the name was ever used. The outstanding f e a t u r e of h i s 'ventures' 
being the e n t i r e dependence upon eva n g e l i o a l preaching. (10). 
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...tanuiag by the side of the road I n h i s Cornish parish, Robert 
* i t k e n , the t r a o t a r i a n , had earned the r e p u t a t i o n of being the 
very f i r s t High Churoh Svangelical". ( 1 1 ) . 

rhe a c t u a l name * mission* was brought over from Roman Catholic 
p r a c t i c e but the p a r o c h i a l mission movement cannot be seen as 
mainly i n s p i r e d from t h a t source due t o the work of Robert A i t k e n 
and those whom he i n f l u e n c e d . ( 1 2 ) . One of those i n s p i r e d by 
the work of A i t k e n was Richard Twigg of ^ednesbury and he adopted 
somewhat s i m i l a r t a c t i c s i n h i s own Blaok Country p a r i s h . ( 1 3 ) . 
The advent of a new deacon t o t h a t p a r i s h ; a deacon already 
persuaded of the power of the spoken word, was destined t o have 
f a r reaching e f f e c t s . 

Almost a t once Body began t o be known as a f l u e n t and 
impressive preacher. Twigg favoured extempore preaching and 
p r e v a i l e d upon Body t o use the very minimum of notes and spend 
much time mastering and m e d i t a t i n g upon the subjects which he was 
t o expound.(14). Body's normal h a b i t was t o use the C o l l e c t , 
E p i s t l e and Gospel a f t e r a week of m e d i t a t i o n , although the t e x t 
of h i s sermon might be taken from elsewhere. The small envelope 
covered w i t h a few sprawling sentences and Greek words was 
evidence t h a t Body had used the p u l p i t . 115). Even i n these 
e a r l y days 3ody stressed the need of ' d e c i s i o n * , s e t t i n g t h i s 
f o r t h i n the simplest forms. ( 1 6 ) . 

keanwhile, the work of A i t k e n and Twigg was gathering new 
support from men l i k e Charles Bodington of W i l l e n h a l l and, most 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y , George Wilkinson of Seaham who was the r e c i p i e n t 
of both i n f l u e n c e s making f o r the adoption of pa r o c h i a l missions 
i n the Church of England. V'ilkinson, much influe n c e d also by 
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the devout and e v a n g e l i s t i c teaching of Goulburn 1 8 "Personal ^ 
e l i g i v j n , 'Uook the whole- movement a step f a r t h e r . At-eahaxn 

h< had a i r ady fo l l o w e d T w i n ' s example and had done something 
unheard j f i n the c o a l f i e l d s of the North since the time of 
• s l e y , standing up by the wayside t o preach t o the passers by. 
Cn a r r i v a l i n h i s new p a r i s h i n Bishop Auckland, 'l l k i n s o n enlarged' 
on h i s previous a c t i o n and wrote of i t :- I 

"We a l l put on our s u r p l i c e s and f u l l church robes and ent out 
i n solemn assexbly from the v e s t r y . I n f r o n t were 20 c h i l d r e n , 
•hen came the c h o i r . -hen followed my Ben, Sunday school 
teachers. .. The pr ecession swelled u n t i l we reached a large \ 
open square i n the mid.Ie of the v i l l a g e . There a l i t t l e 
r a i s e d p l a t f o r m has been f i x e d on which I spoke f o r about h a l f 
an hour. .. I preached t h a t n i g h t t o a crowded congregation."(l 1 

I n the Lent of 1665 Wilkinson ventured t o expand t h i s success 
i n t o what was t o become the f i r s t d e f i n i t e p arochial mission i n 
the Church of Jngland. The s p i r i t u a l needs of t h e people through­
out a l l the country were e s p e c i a l l y evident i n the coal f i e l d s of 
the :."orth. I n 1860 there had been a meeting of 200 clergy w i t h 

the Bishop of Durham and leading i n d u s t r i a l i s t s a t Newcastle-on-Tyne 
f o r the e s t a b l i s h i n g of a Society f o r t h e employment of a d d i t i o n a l 
c l e r g y . At t h i s meeting I t was revealed t h a t whereas the average 
population f o r each benefice i n England was 1,398, t h i s compared 
w i t h an average of 2,780 f o r each benefice i n Durham. The 
seriousness of-these f i g u r e s l a y i n the f a c t t h a t many parishes / 
around t h e new i n d u s t r i a l areas now contained 10,000 souls. The \ 
r e s o l u t i o n passed a t the meeting ran as f o l l o w s 

"That the r e s u l t of recent en q u i r i e s e x h i b i t s a vast amount of 



s p i r i t u a l d e s t i t u t i o n i n the Diocese of Durham, caused by 
the r a p i d extension of c o l l i e r i e s , mines and ironworks, and 
proves t h a t the population has outgrown the e x i s t i n g parochial 
machinery."' (18( . 

• i l k i n s o n assembled the men he thought most able to help him i n 
hi s new venture at Joatham Vicarage on A l l Saint's Day 1864.(19). 
Among these was Body who now met f o r the f i r s t time the problems 
of the diocese he was t o serve so w e l l i n l a t e r years. 

I t i s of great i n t e r e s t t o r e c a l l some of the decisions 
reached a t t h i s meeting although i t is not possible t o know how 
f a r i n d i v i d u a l members c o n t r i b u t e d . I t was agreed t h a t , 'some 
fo u r or s i x like-minded clergy should meet f o r a week or ten days 

and concentrate t h e i r e f f o r t e on one p a r i s h ' . Here i s c l e a r l y 
s t a t e d f o r t h e f i r s t time the (basis of f u t u r e p r a c t i c e , although 
a: t h i s occasion the J h i e f Missioner was the v i c a r himself. 
Of even g r e a t e r importance are the decisions t o avoid the I.ethodisi 
Idea of "Revival" and undue excitement. I t was proposed t h a t 

I the term "Liission" week should be used as being less open t o 
j other r e v i v a l i s t a s s o c i a t i o n s . The subjects t o be expounded 
j 

were: Sin, i t s e f f e c t s and consequences; Salvation through a 
l i v i n g Saviour and d e c i s i o n set f o r t h i n simplest form. 

I 
The main services were t o consist of Holy Communion every 

morning and services i n the parish church each n i g h t . (20). 
Although Body took no p a r t i n the a c t u a l mission at Bishop 
Auckland t h e r e can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t he followed the venture 
w i t h much i n t e r e s t and knew through the mission r e p o r t , of the 
l e t t e r sent t o a l l the communicant members of the p a r i s h . This 
l e t t e r spoke q u i t e c l e a r l y of 'after-meetings', "For a l l whose -8-



hearts have been l e d by the Holy S p i r i t t o enquire, - ''hat 
s h a l l I do t o be saved?". (21) » The a f t e r meetings were 
discussed a t t h e Coatham Conference when i t was decided that 
they should be used f o r "Scripture teaching and prayers by the 
c l e r g y - the converted t o be then d e a l t w i t h alone". 

Wilkinson i s known t o have been much impressed by the way 
i n which the Bishop of Oxford was beginning t o get hold of 
i n d i v i d u a l souls i n a f t e r meetings and he now experienced t h e i r 
value f o r h i m s e l f . (22) . I t was during these meetings t h a t the 
r e a l l y fundamental t r u t h s of C h r i s t i a n i t y were expounded i n c l u d i n g 
the c a l l t o d e c i s i o n . The success of the Bishop Auckland I i s s i o n , 
d e s p i t e the w i t h o l d i n g of sanction by Bishop Baring, was great 
encouragement t o Body and t o a l l who were associated w i t h t h e 
venture. 

I l l h e a l t h made i t necessary f o r Body t o leave St. James' 
v.ednesbury i n 1865 and he now undertook a curacy at Sedgeley i n 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e where he remained f o r two years. During t h i s time 
t h e r e was f r e s h evidence of the usefulness of p a r o c h i a l missions. 
I n the Lent of 1867 a mission was conducted at Prestbury by the 
Rev. S« Grafton who was one of the mission p r i e s t s o f the newly 
formed Society of St. John the Evangelist. Graftan described 
t h i s e i g h t day mission ( i n c l u d i n g two Sundays) as very success­
f u l . ( 2 3 ) • 1867 also saw Body nominated as a member of the 
English Church Union and i t was thus n o « r a a t s u r P * i 8 e w h ^ n , 
l a t e r i n t h a t year, he was placed i n charge of a new mission 
d i s t r i c t formed i n connection w i t h C h r i s t Church, Wolverhampton, 
the one r i t u a l i s t i c church i n a s t r o n g l y Evangelical town. ( 2 4 ) . 
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1MHB 
The newspaper columns contain much inf o r m a t i o n about these days 
and i t i s said t h a t Body's views on the English Church and the 
Prayer Book sometimes created 3uch rage t h a t p o l i c e p r o t e c t i o n 
was given. ( 2 5 ) . I n f a c t , Body was destined to be a very 
r e s t r a i n i n g I n f l u e n c e on the extremists who would go beyond the 
teaching l a i d down i n the Prayer Book. 

Body was now r a p i d l y becoming a public f i g u r e , h i s preaching 
e x e r c i s i n g a remarkable a t t r a c t i o n f o r many f a r removed from h i s 
opinions. The marriage of Body t o Miss Louisa Lewis, daughter 
of the Rev. W i l l i a m Lewis, formerly Vioar of Sedgeley, gave him 
the s t a b l e home background which i s so v i t a l f o r one always 
concerned t o help t o the uttermost the souls committed t o h i s 
care. There was f u r t h e r extension of p a r o c h i a l mission work i n 
1866 and 1669. F i r s t there was a mission i n S n f i e l d which was 
very much l i k e the Bishop Auckland mission, then followed others 
i n D u k i n f i e l d , R a t o l i f i e , Vauxhall and W i l i e n h a l l and f i n a l l y the 
great Twelve Days I i s s i o n i n London. ( 2 6 ) . The E n f i e l d K i s s l o n 
(2?) was mainly the concern of Wilkinson, who had now moved t o 
London, but Body took no part i n these smaller missions u n t i l the 
time of the Vauxhall mission. (28). With Body and Wilkinson In 
the W l l l e n h a l l Mission of January 1869, were alsio Bodington, 
the Vioar, Twigg, Herbert of Vauxhall and Lowder of St. Andrews' 
Wolverhampton. The ' d i s t r i c t ' type of Lenten Missions, under­
taken by Wilberforce as Bishop of Oxford, s t i l l p e r s i s t e d and 
Body was i n v i t e d t o take part i n the Lenten Mission t o the neigh­
bourhood of Kiaidenhead, part of Wilberforce 1 s new diocese, i n 
1869. ( 2 9 ) . Experience was coming q u i c k l y and each time Body's 
a b i l i t y was i n evidence. A b r i e f glance at some of Body's 
engagements show how much he was I n demand as a preacher. 



On 27th June 1369 Body was the preacher at the Anniversary 
of the d e d i c a t i o n of t h a t extreme r i t u a l i s t church, St. Alban 
the i i a r t y r , Holborn, and on 25th July he preached i n the church­
yard of A l l Saints, Denstone at the dedication ceremony. Of 
the l a t t e r sermon a correspondent said: "George Body preached 
a most eloquent mission sermon w i t h earnest appeals t o the 
consciences of his hearers as he spoke t o them of t h e love of 
Jesus many were deeply moved". (30). 

On 23rd September, at the i n v i t a t i o n of Father Benson, there 
was a meeting of most of the clergy associated w i t h the new 
mission work and amongst those attending was Body. Bodington 
described t h i s meeting as q u i t e u n f o r g e t t a b l e and i t was from I t 
t h a t the Twelve Days Mission t o London r e s u l t e d . 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y much of the discussion centred around the f o c a l 
p o i n t of the mission service - the sermon. There was also much 
debate as t o the means of d e a l i n g w i t h i n d i v i d u a l souls, of t h e 
p a r t Confession should play, of the i d e a l length of a mission 
and the best way f o r ensuring a perpetuation of the r e s u l t s 
achieved. ( 3 1 ) . 

I n October 1869 the Twelve Days mission was announced and a 
paper sent round w i t h the approval of the Bishops of London, 
Winchester and Rochester contained the f o l l o w i n g statement :-

"Knowing the power of union, we have agreed t o j o i n together 
i n making a.special attack upon Satan and Sin, by devoting 12iays 
preceding the season of Advent t o earnest prayer and preaching 
f o r the conversion of sinners. No u n i f o r m i t y of method i n 
d i f f e r e n t churches w i l l be attempted. Each pa r i s h p r i e s t 
must judge of the needs and c a p a b i l i t i e s of h i s own people 
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and arrange h i s services accordingly .. -,ve venture t o suggest 
wherever the circumstances may be favourable, there s h a l l be, 
i f possiblo, a frequent i f not d a i l y c e l e b r a t i o n of the 
:.ucharist and t h a t the course of sermons might i n some 
instances be advantageously preached, not by d i f f e r e n t preachers 
but by the same preacher throughout.* (212). 

Over 120 churches Joined the mission and Body found himself 
engaged w i t h Father Benson at A l l S a i n t ' s , Margaret S t r e e t . 
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SHAPTEg 2. 
ra TWELVE PAYS MlSSIiti AND AFTER. 

I t was decided t h a t the Iission should be f o r Twelve days 
f o r two reasons; Already i t had been learned t h a t the f i r s t 
week of most missions was often a time of great c u r i o s i t y by the 
public and t h i s tended t o d e t r a c t from t h e solemnity o f the 
venture. I n t h i s case also i t was necessary f o r the preachers 
t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r parishes before the commencement of Advent. 
At A l l S a ints, i> argaret Street the services were each day as 
f o l l o w s :-

Holy Communion, 7, 8 and 9 a.m.. 
Morning rayer,, 10*00 a.m.. 
Holy Communion, (Tuesdays and Thursdays) 11.00 a.m. 
Lit a n y , (Wednesdaya and Fridays( 12 noon. 
Evening Prayer w i t h sermon. 5.00 p.m..Preacher each 
day u. :. . Benson. 
"Short Service and Sermon", 8.o0 p.m.. Proacher 
each day G, Body. 

Body had a d e f i n i t e scheme t o be followed throughout the Mission 

and h i s programme of sermons was advertised 
November 14th. - The Prodigal Son. November 15th. - The 
coming; of J h r i s t t o judge. November 16th. -The J a i l o r a t 
P h i l i p p i . November 17th. - The Good Samaritan. 
November 18th. - The Lan of Sorrows. November 19th. - The 
Blessed V i r g i n Mary at the Oross of her Son. 
November 20th. - The Evening of the F i r s t Easter Day. 
November 21st. - The Nunc D i m i t t i s . November 22nd. - The 
Martyrdom of t . Stephen. November 23rd. - The Feeding of 
the Five Thousand. November 24th. - The Haven Where They 
would be. -TX. 



. . i t h t h i s programme wore a l s o the f o l l o w i n g words :-
"The i i i s s i u n p r i e s t w i l l be I n the v e s t r y d a i l y from twelve 
u n t i l one; from two u n t i l f o u r ; from f i v e t o s i x and a f t o r 
the Mission s e r v i c e , to see any who may d e s i r e t o a v a i l them­
selves of h i s personal assistance, e i t h e r f o r Confession or 
f o r f u r t h e r i n d i v i d u a l i n s t r u c t i o n . " (33). 

The time and frequency of services at A i l Saints were q u i t e 
usual f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r mission as was the reference t o 
Confession and i n s t r u c t i o n . (34). I t was not long however, 
before p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n was* being given t o the mission as 
conducted as A l l S a i n t s , e s p e c i a l l y at the 8.0G s e r v i o e . 
A r e p o r t e r t o ''The Times" wrote :-

"Hr. Body i s most able, zealous and devoted,, and had been 
d e l i v e r i n g addresses t h a t would have done c r e d i t t o George 
v / h i t f i e l d , John Wesley or Father Hyacinthe. His whole soul 
appears t o be i n h i s work; ho speaks w i t h great eloquence, 
power and intenee earnestness. His appeals t o h i s hearers 
when urging them t o immediately decide f o r C h r i s t are most 
pathe t i c and touching. The e f f e c t of h i s address i s g r e a t . 
Numbers of persons are e v i d e n t l y deeply impressed. Many seem 
t o be engaged on t h e i r knees i n prayer w h i l e he i s preaching; 
others are a f f e c t e d t o tears and a l l are l i s t e n i n g w i t h r a p t 
a t t e n t i o n t o h i s earnest e n t r e a t y t h a t they should one and a l l 
accept, there and then, God's o f f e r of mercy. Although Mr. 
Body*s addresses and mode of d e l i v e r y may by some be termed t o 
a degree s e n s a t i o n a l , they cannot t r u t h f u l l y be so designated. 
When he, I n a winning and subdued tone of v o i c e , a f f e c t i o n a t e l y 
implores those who l i s t e n t o him t o surrender themselves at 
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once to t h e Lord, and subsequently thunders f o r t h h i s 
anathcmuo against the apathetic sinner sleeping on the verge 
of a p r e c i p i c e , unconscious of h i s imminent danger, and urges 
him t o rouse himself from the slumber of death and the Lord 
w i l l g i v e him l i g h t , he i s only doing what W h i t f i e l d and John 
'esley d i d before him w i t h such great r e s u l t s . 
A f t e r each service Mr« Body i n t i m a t e s t h a t he i s w a i t i n g a l l day 
i n the v e s t r y t o see, converse and pray w i t h a l l penitents who 
may d e s i r e advice as t o the s a l v a t i o n of t h e i r souls. He says 
p l a i n l y t h a t he has no power of himself t o absolve from s i n , and 
p o i n t i n g t o the iraage of our blessed Saviour over the a l t a r , he 
says i t I s t o Him, and t o Elm only, t h a t the sinner must look 
f o r forgiveness of s i n and f o r peace. 
He afterwards s a i d ; ' I f you come t o me I don't ask you against 
your oonscienoo t o confess your sins t o me. I w i l l receive and 
t a l k t o you i n your own way. ~. w i l l not bind you t o any 
p a r t i c u l a r form. I w i l l advise w i t h you, road t o you, pray 
w i t h you. I d e s i r e not t o I n t e r f e r e w i t h the prejudices of 
anyone. fcy only wish i s t o a s s i s t you on the road t o peace 
w i t h C h r i s t through God' ." (35) . 

A mission servioe as conducted by Bod7» was nothing as 
elaborate as the servioe put out i n "The Book of the Mission" by 
the Cowley Fathers. I t i s described by an attender as ' c o n s i s t i n g 

a 
of only a few prayers read i n the p u l p i t ( 3 5 ) , thus corresponding 
more c l o s e l y , as one would expect, w i t h the Mission service at 
St. Peter's, Eaton Square where Wilkinson's service was I n the form 
of a hymn, a c o l l e c t , the sermon and a c l o s i n g hymn only . ( 3 6 ) . 

-15-



HHH 
evening prayer had already been said a t 5.00 and there would be 
no r e a l need t o adopt the Jowiey form of m i c t i o n s e r v i c e . ( 3 7 ) . 

Body*3 After-meotings are e s p e c i a l l y worthy j f study. The A f t e r -
meetings a t Bishop Auckland had been very simple w i t h an opening 
hymn fo l l o w e d by prayer and the op p o r t u n i t y of i n d i v i d u a l souls 
t o arrange a p r i v a t e laeeting w i t h a clergyman. A k i s 3 i o n Conference 
on 21st July 1068 had stressed the success of t h i s method and also 
placed the gr e a t e s t hope on After-meetings as the time when the 
most s i g n i f i c a n t work of a p a r o c h i a l mission took place. ( 3 8 ) . 

At the ' i l l e n h a l l Mission o f January 1369 t h i s type of A f t e r -
meeting was s t i l l i n p r a c t i c e but t h i s time clergy and laymen 
dispersed themselves round the room and f r e q u e n t l y d e a l t w i t h 
problems f a c i n g i n d i v i d u a l s and prayed w i t h them. 

At the conference arranged by Benson on A3rd September 1869, 

both methods of d e a l i n g w i t h i n d i v i d u a l souls were discussed as 
both, had been found e f f e c t i v e . I t i s q u i t e obvious t h a t t o those 
c l e r g y who were desirous of promoting the p r a c t i c e of the Confess­
i o n a l , the Bishop Auckland method was p r e f e r a b l e . Locking back 
on the choice which each ivissioner had t o m&ke between the two 
p r a c t i c e s s a leading a r t i c l e i n "The Guardian" two years l a t e r 
commented:-

" I t i s here ( a t the After-meeting) t h a t the t r a d i t i o n s of the 
English Church a f f o r d us too s l i g h t a guidance, and i t i s here 
t h a t we s h a l l f i n d men of equal earnestness and z e a l , who are 
thoroughly agreed as t o t h e objects t o be sought, pursuing 
courses d i a m e t r i c a l l y opposite. I t i s hardly too much t o say 
t h a t one school has l e a r n t i t s mode of operation from the 
Roman Cathol i c p r a c t i c e of the Confessional and the other from 
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the R o v i v a l i s t s , the :.:ethodists and other s i m i l a r sects." 
The sane souroo speaks of the 'almost u n i v e r s a l ' use of the 

Confessional by the Jew ley Fathers *»hen they urge the souls before 
thora t o 'oome a t once t o open t h e i r g r i e f to a p r i e s t ' , Amongst 
those who used the a l t e r n a t i v e method was Hay Aitken who worked 
w i t h Wilkinson and Maclagan during t h i s Mission and had e a r l i e r 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e E n f i e l d k i s a i o n . Hay Aitken was known to adopt 
the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e a t After-meetings :-

aj .. One of the c l e r g y or laymen was as&ed to conduct prayers 
a f t e r the mission meeting, 

b j . W h i l s t these prayers were said he moved amongst the people 
l o o k i n g f o r any who were a f f e c t e d by the previous service 
or prayers. 

c ) . Ee then asked those around him, i n t u r n , whether they had 
given themselves t o C h r i s t or found peace. I f the answer 
was negative then he s t r o n g l y urged the i n d i v i d u a l oonoemed 
t o * give himself* t o C h r i s t , 

dj . Vfhere necessary he then gave the i n d i v i d u a l t o one of h i s 
a s s i s t a n t s wfij l e be went t o kneel beside someone e l s e . 

Body's After-meetings were s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h a t he combined 
both methods, f o l l o w i n g Aitken'a p r a c t i c e very c l o s e l y but also 
o c c a s i o n a l l y a d v i s i n g the use of Confession. (39). Body also 
introduced a new element i n t o h i s After-meetings, t h a t of the 
"Bibl e Class? which u s u a l l y began the proceedings. ( 4 0 ) . This 
"Bibl e Class'1' developed i n t o h i s famous 'catechising* of whole 
congregations as the Prayer Book d i r e c t s c h i l d r e n should be 
catechised. The o v e r - r i d i n g d esire t d b r i n g home the urgency of 
the message proclaimed t o as many as possibLe was the reason f o r 
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t h i s s t a r t l i n g p r a c t i c e by one who might w e l l have adopted only 
the p r a c t i c e of hie Rowley f r i e n d a. Body, li.-ce Iwigg and 
' l l k l n s o n , was of a school more concerned w i t h the r e a l i t y of a 
n a t i o n i n s p i r i t u a l p e r i l than w i t h any b l i n d adherence t o party 
views. Phc Twelve fays : i s s i o n as a whole raised the problem 
of the use of the Confessional and t h i s aspect was discussed, 
at.ongst others, at the Jhurch J engross i n 1670 where Body gave h i s 
views q u i t e c l e a r l y . Before looking a t t h a t session of the 
Jhurch Congress s a ^esaion termed * a s t r i k i n g sign of the r e a l ­
i s a t i o n of the need f o r the conversion of the sinner and f o r the 
deepening of the l i v e s of those already J h r i s t i a n " ^ - a i t i s 
necessary t o see how f a r Body was concerned w i t h the charge l e v e l l e d 
a t the Mission, t h a t some of the preachers were unduly e x c i t a b l e 
and worked g r e a t l y upon the emotions of t h e i r congregations. 

We hav« already seen t h a t one who was present a t the Mission 
Service* a t A l l Saints described the preaching by Body as 
' a f f e c t i n g t o tears some of those present' .',41b ). Another witness 
present a t the service on 17th November wrote :-

'A young man, whose nans 1 could not a s c e r t a i n was habited 
simply i n a cassock and occupied a c h a i r i n the middle of the 
chancel; t h a t i s , there was a c h a i r there f o r him, but he ran j 
about, f e l l on h i s knees, et c . - i n f a c t , wau everywhere but 
i n the c h a i r , and poured f o r t h a t o r r e n t of f e r v i d words w i t h 
the voice >of a 3tentor. He was thoroughly i n earnest, I 

thoroughly p r a c t i c a l and c e r t a i n l y very s t r i k i n g . There was 
n o t h i n g t o offend the most s e n s i t i v e ; y e t there s t i l l was no | 
doubt t h a t h i s sermon came under the popular denomination of 
' r a n t * U £ > 



The sane gentleman attended tht; Mission service again the 
f o l l o w i n g evening and wrote :-

"1 have l e a r n t ouch fr o o t h i s s e r v i c e . The energetic preacher 
I heard was the Rev* Body, vaguely described as 'of Wolverhampton* . 
He deserves his name. There I s considerable 'body* in h i s 
discourse.",.,. 
The subject ohosen by I r . Body w«?? ' B l i n d Bartinaeus*. I t was 
ably and eloquently t r o a t e d , but w i t h a l l the excessive 
a c t i o n and, ( t h e r e i s no other word f o r I t ] •mouthing 1 n o t i c e a b l e 
on a previous occasion. This sermon and the study of I s a i a h 
which succeeded i t l-i the Bible Class, l e f t no room f o r doubting 
the preacher* s earnestness• He thoroughly believes what he I s 
preaching and i s a UTS t h a t the nicking others believe I t w i l l 
b e n e f i t their. He has end urges a noble seorn of a l l 
' p r o p r i e t i e s * , e l l sere book devotion..V(43) . 

•31c'iriy t here was i n Body*s preaching much t h a t was 
associated only w i t h the Methodist end the r e v i v a l i s t p r a c t i c e , 
3 o r t a i n l y ro ore c ERI1<3 have ased core gestures or v a r i a t i o n s of 
tone,; expression end stance I n the d e l i v e r y of a sermon, but these 
alone do not prove the d e l i b e r a t e b r i n g i n g about of s very 
emotional atmosphe r e . 144} • There i n some evidence t h a t these 
meetings had a very d i f f e r e n t e f f e c t on the m a j o r i t y of the 

attanders. fAa eye witness wrote 
"What d i d I SGS? An overflowing congregation - o l d and young 
persons of both sexes engaged, previous t o the commencement of 
the s e r v i c e , on t h e i r bended knees, many f o r a considerable 
time, engaged i n earnest and devout prayer. 
What d i d I hear? A discourse d e l i v e r e d w i t h a l l the energy 
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and earnestness which a love of C h r i s t and a fer v e n t d esire 
t o save sculs impart t o a m i n i s t e r of Christ who f e e l s the 
solemn r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l a i d upon hire. 
What d i d I See?. The large congregation l i s t e n i n g i n t e n t l y 
t o the unctuous words, the solemn warnin.73, the l o v i n g councel3 
and exhortations of t h * preacher. I saw to o , t h a t vast 
concourse disperse, not, as i s too often the case, conversing 
on common or f r i v o l o u s t o p i c s , but e v i d e n t l y deeply impressed." 

(45} 
Besides t h i s , R. V;. Benson, who was at U l Saints w i t h Body 

during the mission, could 'write t o bis pbrishoners i n December 186c. 
"...There was very l i t t l e of what may be c e i l e d the s e n s a t i o n a l 
eleaent, e i t h e r in preaching or r i t u a l t o a t t r a c t the 
audiences." (46) . 

Lettcjrs about the preaching i n A l l Saints r e f l e c t the two views 
above. Body i s or-enly aocused of ' excitement* by one yet 
defended by another. ( 4 7 ) . However, there i s . l u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r 
f i n d i n g come excess of emotionalism i n h i s mission sermons. A 
p o r t i o n of a sercon by Body during the London Mission i n 1674 
survives and l a of great i n t e r e s t here. His t e x t from I s a i a h , 
chapter 60 - "Thou s h a l t c a l l her w a l l s s a l v a t i o n and her gates 
p r a i s e " . Body had equated the w a l l s of s a l v a t i o n w i t h the w a l l s 
of the C a t h o l i c Church and exhorted h i s hearers to enter these 
w a l l s by the gates and he now continued 

"You muBt gc i n through the gates, go on i n , don*t j u s t pray 
t o go i n 1 . Knock. Confess. Go i n . Lay thy s i n on Jesus 
then. Praise God, The Father, The Son, The Holy S p i r i t . 
L u charist Him t o n i g h t ! 
Jesus loves to be praised. Come t o t h e f o o t of Jesus and 

praise Him. We must t u r n our miserable f a i t h i n t o SOMETHING 



(This, s a i d w i t h extreme earnestness over and over again} . 
-top robbing Jesus. Praise Him. (Ageda said cttay times 
o v e r ) . Bo s i l e n t no longer. I f you only f a i l before the 
Cross and say Jesus, Jesus, .Jesus, yet you dure not say, 
Brother, I am rescued, take me by the Land. Why not?. I know. 
Because you have nob praised Him. I want t o make good church 
people; I don't want any miserable controversies here t o n i g h t . 
•'raise Him. Ah, brethren, you must* A b i g sorrow i n your 
h e a r t , and ^ear? run down your cheek - I won't stop your t e a r s , 
but those arc tears of love and Joy as w e l l as of sorrow, these 
ore tf'.-.rs of v'.:err;ost s a t i s f a c t i o n . >.'ould t o God those t e a r s 
would course down your checks t o n i g h t as you r e j o i c e i n a 
Saviour found. I f you have found Him you w i l l want t o praise 
Him 

At the end of the sermon the r e p o r t e r w r i t e s :-
";. r . Body k n e l t apparently alsost exhausted w i t h t h e e f f o r t , f o r 

i t i s impossible t o convey on paper any idea of t h e Immense 
earnestness which he threw i n t o h i t words;'". 

Following t h i s seraion there was a hymn and ther. the After-meeting 
comr.enoed. Very few people l e f t the church and Body, I n cassock, 
continued as f o l l o w s 

"There has been no excitement hero, we have had no f a i n t i n g 
though the church has been hot, we have had no c r y i n g out ... 
I don't want you t o bo e x c i t e d , not f o r a moment b i t I want 
you t o be I n earnest. Let us f a l l on our knees before God". 

(At t h i s p o i n t Body walked down the chureh, as was h i s usual 
p r a c t i c e at an After-meeting, w h i l s t one of t h e c l e r g y present 
had an extempore p r a y e r ) . A f t e r t h i s were sung some p r e v i o u s l y 
selected verses of hymns and then, suddenly, Body c r i e d out :-



' ay a l t e r me, J 6\JS\ JL'SUSI JKSUSJ". The service then 
f i n i s h e d with & hymn unci, prayer. 146). li t e r s was obviously a 
great deal of emotional aunt en t l a t h i s After-meeting although 
probably less than i n the 1858 mission, but nevertheless capable 
of e x c i t i n g many of thosa ..'er« e a s i l y a;uvea by an appeal t o 
t h i s part of man'a nature. 

Body's preaohing remained a great a t t r a c t i o n t o Monconformista 
a l l h i s U f a but these ea r l y years oft e n brought out c r i e s of 
"• A l l e l u i a " during sermons, (4y) • i t w i l l be seen how Body became 
r a p i d l y aware of t h e danger of appeals t o the emotions and t h a t 
t h e i r d e l i b e r a t e a " s i r r i n g to even the extent j u s t witnessed was 
qu i t e wrong. ( 5 u ) , but the part the amotions or f e e l i n g s genuinely 
play i n the t u r n i n g of the sinner t o God was never overlooked, f o r 
Body always r e a l i s e d what has r e c e n t l y been pointed out again, 
' t h a t i n t e l l e c t v i a - i i n a o c t r i n a t i o n w i t h o u t emotional excitement i s 
remarkably i n e f f e c t i v e ' . I 5 1 ) . 

There would seem t o t>e l i t t l e doubt that the power of Body's 
preaching depended on h i s b e l i e f i n the necessity of conversion. 
Body had been i n v i t e d t o preach a Lenten coarse of sermons a t A l l 
S a i n t s t Margaret - t r e e t i n the year* of the i . i s s i o n and during 
triese addresses the f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s emerged, f i r s t l y , t h a t 
conversion i s a r e a l f a c t i n the s p i r i t u a l l i f e and t h a t the 
power of converting grace was evident i n a „and where many of a l l 
classes were able t o say: "U blessed day when f i r s t I dared t o 
say thS aon of U-od loved me". ( 5 3 ) . Secondly, t h a t great f e r v o u r 
marked the e a r l y days of conversion; a f e r v o u r l a t e r replaced 
by a period of l o n e l i n e s s during which Satan s from whom the 
converted had r e v o l t e d , t r i e d t o persuade the i n d i v i d u a l t h a t the 



so-caiied 'conversion' was, i n r e a l i t y , only excitement. ( 5 3 ) . 
Although t o many the term ' C h r i s t i a n Experience* was object­
ionable by i t s Methodist a s s o c i a t i o n s , nevertheless f-'etlodism 
had a great t r u t h to teach in i t s i n s i s t e n c e on t! e s u b j e c t i v e 
side of r e l i g i o u s l i f e , experience was necessary f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n 
s o u l , sensation and l i f e went side by side and by i t the c h i l d r e n 
of God caste to know h i s l o v e . ( 5 4 ) . 

T h i r d l y t h a t our baptism was when we were enrol l e d as t h e 
s o l d i e r s of J h r i s t , when we were made members of C h r i s t or 
'married t o the Lord'. Baptism, w i t h the ether sacraments, was 
the extension o f the i n c a r n a t i o n and In t h e sacraments the sacred 
humanity touches us. ( 5 5 ) . 

I t I s most important t o see i f Body adequately reconciled 
h i s view of t h e necessity of a r e b e l l i o n from t h e sway of atan 
w i t h the r e a l i t y of Baptismal grace. Body saw the i n d i v i d u a l 
made a member of Chri s t by baptism only, the r o l e of conversion, ir 
the l i v e s of the baptised, being 'the leading them, i n repentance, 
f a i t h and porposod obedience, back to the Holy Font, t h a t they 
l e a r n i n g the r e a l i t y of t h e i r union w i t h C h r i s t , may, i n the Joy 
of Bis peace, y i e l d themselves t o Him*. Body continued :-

"At your conversion He acted by His S p i r i t on yam" isind and 
heart and w i l l , and, as He revealed the s i n f u l n e s s of s i n , He 
led you t o embrace w i l l i n g l y what Be had f r e e l y given InBaptism 

Body ,saw the m u l t i t u d e s who were outside the o r b i t of the 
church as, f o r the main p a r t , composed of men and women possessed 
of wonderful s p i r i t u a l powere and c a p a c i t i e s through t h e i r baptisn 
yet l i v i n g i n s i n w i t h those powers l y i n g latent', with those 
c a p a c i t i e s undeveloped.. Where Tus^y had s a i d : "An a d u l t i s not 
n e c e s s a r i l y i n a s t a t e of grace, and so amy r e q u i r e a s o l i d and 



e n t i r e conversion, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the g i f t of God i n baptism", 
Body would say an a d u l t needs a s o l i d and e n t i r e conversion unless 
there has been a conscious handing over of the W i l l t o Him. (56;. 

Body's determination to emphasise h i s c o n v i c t i o n of t h e need of a 
personal act of surrender of the " i l l as v i t a l t o the l i f e of the 
C h r i s t i a n was based on h i s personal and p a s t o r a l experience, 
liobert A i t k e n had t r i e d t o u n i t e the d o c t r i n e of sacramental grace 
w i t h the gospel i n s i s t e n c e on conversion f o r he believed t h a t i n 
the r e c o n c i l i a t i o n of those two lay the path t o the r e - u n i t i n g 
of the Church. ( 5 7 ) . i l k i n s o n made a s i m i l a r attempt but also 
found the extreme d i f f i c u l t y of achieving any form of t h e o l o g i c a l 
r e a o n o i l a t l o a . I n a l e t t e r t o Hay A i t k e n , Wilkinson wrote :-

"One time 1 preach baptism s t r o n g l y , a t another time almost word 
f o r word what you say". (58) . 

I t would be wrong t o say t h a t Body was more successful i n producing 
a s a t i s f a c t o r y t h e o l o g i c a l statement f o r hla p a s t o r a l b e l i e f and 
experience which, i f anything, tended t o sharpen the problem. He 
o u t l i n e d most f u l l y h i s view of conversion Lii thu sermons he 
preached a t A l l S a i n t s , Margaret St r e e t i n 187C. These sermons 
were h i s acknowledged attempt t o 'Present the Sacramental and 
dvangelioal aspects of C a t h o l i c i s m i n t h e i r t r u e u n i t y 1 . (59). 
Baptism was a sacrament which never f a i l e d t o b r i n g about the 
grace t h a t God desired but conversion was the means of b r i n g i n g 
about the b i r t h of the d i v i n e nature w i t h i n the human. Some who 
were regenerated by baptism were u n j u s t i f i e d or unsaved and s t i l l 
needed conversion. Conversion consisted of f i v e stages: 
consciousness of s i n ; f e l t need of s a l v a t i o n ; i l l u m i n a t i o n by 
gazing on C h r i s t ; confession, union w i t h C h r i s t . ( 6 0 ) . The 
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greatest s i g n i f I c a n o e of these sermons l i e s i n Body's admission t 

t h a t the surrender of the ' " . ' i l l , whether remembered or no t , i s a 
d e l i b e r a t e a c t i o n i n time i n the l i f e of every C h r i s t i a n . A l l 
must at some stage, f e e l the need t o f a l l down before the Jross 
and, i f t h i s stage has not yet taken plaoe, then there should be 
a y i e l d i n g t o God through an i n t e l l e c t u a l or emotional c r i s i s . ( 6 1 ) . 
I t was t h e task of the preacher t o challenge the souls before him 
and t o be so i n earnest t h a t h i s appeal demanded response whether 
entry came by way of the heart or the mind. Yet the preacher 
must remember t o ground h i s message on the foundation of 
baptismal grace, 'To s t e e r c l e a r of the dangers of what i s c a l l e d 
Aitkeniaa* • ( 6 2 ) . I t remains t r u e what J.J.J. Webb said cf i 
Pussy, t h a t there i s *No necessary inconsistancy between f a i t h i n 
baptismal regeneration and a b e l i e f t h a t a r e a l conversion of the 
. v a n g e l i c a l type, more o f t e n than not i s necessary even t o the 
baptised', but w i t h t h i s i t must be remembered t h a t Body saw 
every C h r i s t i a n l i f e as needing t o y i e l d personally t o God a f t e r 
baptism. ( 6 3 ) . 

Body was now no longer the l i t t l e known preacher who had 
come t o London i n 1869. The remarkable p a r t t h a t he had played 
i n t h a t M i s s i o n ; t h % i t t e r a t t a c k he underwent a t Wolverhampton, 
where he was charged w i t h u n l a w f u l ceremonial developments and 
hi s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h George Wilkinson a l l c o n t r i b u t e d t o make him 
a p u b l i c f i g u r e almost overnight. ( 6 4 ) . The Lenten addresses a t 
A l l S a i n t s , Margaret S t r e e t i n 1870 were followed by an 
* * " 

i n v i t a t i o n t o preaoh a t Westminster Abbey and t h a t Sunday evening 
a f t e r the crowded s e r v i c e , 

i n May^fwhen hundreds were unable t o gain admittance,) Body was 
the guest of the Dean of Westminster and Lad7 -tenley a t dinner. 
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9 
I t i s said t h a t Body declined the second o f f e r of a l i v i n g from 
Lord Favorsham d u r i n g the evening. (65). On the 25th September 
came the o f f i c i a l announcement t h a t Body had accepted the l i v i n g 
of h i r b y Miaperton i n Yorkshire, a f t e r Lord Feversham'a t h i r d 
o f f e r . The Yorkshire parish was a country d i s t r i c t of about one 
thousand I n h a b i t a n t s i n which t h e r e was 'plenty of room f o r 
Improvement* . ( 6 6 ) . I t i s important t h a t Body's work at Kirby 
L i s p e r t o n should not be overlooked as t h i s was h i s l a s t parish 
before h i s appointment t o Durham and o f f e r s great evidence t h a t 
he was not a ' s p e c i a l i s t I n p a r o c h i a l missions' only, but f i r s t 
and foremost, one who appreciated the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and perplex­
i t i e s of sustained p a s t o r a l care by the parochial c l e r g y . The 
p a r i s h consisted of several townships each a long way from the 
Parish Church w i t h no adequate p r o v i s i o n f o r public worship. Body 
b u i l t two Chapels of Saae i n the more important townships and 
c a r r i e d out extensive work of r e s t o r a t i o n on the Parish Church. 
There was also a remarkable extension and quickening of the 
s p i r i t u a l l i f e of t h e p a r i s h , which had as v i s i b l e f r u i t some 
r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g oonverions. (67). 

The power of Body's preaching was known t o the Nonconformists 
a l s o f o r they f r e q u e n t l y attended the se r v i c e s . The parishioners 
were r e g u l a r l y v i s i t e d , a c h o i r b u i l t up, a sharp watch set f o r 
any young men who might have a c a l l i n g to the sacred m i n i s t r y , 
and £150 per annum sent t o S.P.O.• (68). 

Meanwhile, I n London i n October 1370, many olargy had met 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the bishops who had supported the 1869 mission. 
Two c r i t i c i s m s were made of the conduct of the Mission; t h a t there 
should have been no unauthorised servicesnor a renewal of 
baptismal vows and, t h a t an a c t u a l recommendation t o Confession 
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was unwise. I t was decided t o undertake a s i m i l a r mission i n 
x67 i w i t h the r e s t r i c t i o n s based on these c r i t i c i s m s . 

The High Jhurch group was against these r e s t r i c t i o n s but 
f i n a l l y consented t o take part i n the venture. of t h i s meeting 
i t was s a i d : 'Messrs* L.ackonochie, Lowder and Body were conspicuous 
by t h e i r absence", but i t i s no longer possible t o know whether 
Body d e l i b e r a t e l y w i t h - h e l d h i s attendance or was otherwise 
engaged. ( 6 9 ) . His personal opinions were c l e a r l y stated at the 
meetings of Jhuroh Jongress; meetings where clergy w i t h something 
of a High Jhurch bias met together i n 1870-1. ( 7 0 ) . I n 1871 

Twigg and Body both spoke i n the discussion which d e a l t w i t h 'the 
Agencies f o r t h e K i n d l i n g and Renewal of s p i r i t u a l L i f e ' and which 
had s p e c i a l referenoe t o the Twelve Days Mission. 

Twigg s t a t e d t h a t there should be four ways of dealing w i t h 
i n d i v i d u a l s d u r i n g missions; some could most p r o f i t a b l y go away 
and w r e s t l e w i t h t h e i r souls i n p r i v a t e ; others should have 
recourse t o some convinced C h r i s t i a n , or go t o a prayer meeting 
f o r p e n i t e n t s or pour out t h e i r souls i n sacramental confession 
t o a p r i e s t . The l a s t had been most e f f e c t i v e l y used i n the 
recent mission but was not t o be used too o f t e n . (71). 

Body then acknowledged h i s great admiration of Twigg and h i s 
views and gave thanks t o God f o r the reason of the discussion -
a disc u s s i o n t h a t would warm the heart of John Wesley - before 
c o n t i n u i n g 

" I hope no s i n g l e thought of party prejudice may come t o mar 
our work. Uy p o s i t i o n , at l e a s t , i n the controversies of the 

church today i s not an unknown one and I am not anxious t h a t i t 
should be unknown, but I y i e l d t o no man i n our midst i n a 



yearning d e s i r e of seeing souls brought to kneel at the f e e t 
of Jesus, and by simple f a i t h I n Him t o f i n d the quickening 
of the master passion of t h e i r being, which s h a l l recreate them 
f o r time and f o r e t e r n i t y . I claim the co-operation of every 

J h r i s t - l o v i n g man. The great work we have t o do i s the evangel­
i z a t i o n of the masses. Now l e t us d i s t i n c t l y understand what 
we mean by e v a n g e l i z a t i o n . I do not mean the b r i n g i n g of 
people t o churoh. I don't care about t h a t f o r i t s e l f . I do 
not mean the b r i n g i n g of people t o the Holy Communion - I don't 
care f o r t h a t as an end. i don't mean b r i n g i n g them t o 
Confession. I t Is possible t o b r i n g them t o Confession and 
a f t e r a l l send t ; em f o r t h uncleansed and unsaved. What we 
want i s t o b r i n g people t o love the Lord Jesus C h r i s t - t o 
k i n d l e i n t h e i r hearts the passion of a r e a l personal love f o r 
Him. This i s the great work t h a t God has put i n t o our hands 
t o do, and t e r e f o r e you must b r i n g people i n t o conscious 
knowledge of and the conscious response t o t h a t l o v e . . . Don't 
t e l l us t h a t we must not have mission services fc-r t h e masses 
u n t i l we have had service of prayer before. Prayer i s the 
end o f preaching. Let us get the masses i n t o our churches 
i f we can; i f we cannot then I n t o our classrooms... Let 
those who have c o n t r o l of the next mission t e l l us i f they 
l i k e t h a t wo are t o have no services except those from the 
Book of dommon Prayer but l e t a t l e a s t a l l o w U 8 t h e 

p r i v i l e g e , i n c e r t a i n d i s t r i c t s , where we know i t i s needed, 
t o use no service whatever but speak r i g h t t o the men who 
have never bowed the knee t o God, t h a t they may end w i t h 
prayer". (72). 
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I t w i l l be seen t h a t Body remained i n favour of regarding 
the Prayer Book services as the i d e a l form of worship f o r those 
who had progressed somewhat i n t h e i r s p i r i t u a l l i v e s but not as 
an evangelising agency f o r those com-letely u n f a m i l i a r w i t h i t s 
contents. At the 1871 meeting Body spoke about Sacramental 
Confession as not being necessary t o every i n d i v i d u a l soul, t h a t 
t o enforce the same might i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e leading of the Holy 
S p i r i t ard t h a t f o r the ohurch to have t h i s p r a c t i c e bound upon 
her f o r a l l , would be an i n t o l e r a b l e tyranny y e t , he remained 
convinced from h i s own experience, t h a t i t was a r e a l help, not 
t o be disregarded when used i n t h a t l i b e r t y of conscience to 
which the Jhureh of SagIand had respect. (73). 

A f t e r the 1871 London mission, i n whixfc Body took no p a r t , 
t here i s evidence of the growing desire to e s t a b l i s h p a r o c h i a l 
missions as a d e f i n i t e part of the work of the church. There 
are suggestions t h a t the bishops could perhaps create a s p e c i a l 
order of mission preachers who would be freed from parochial 
cares and thus able t o devote more time t o the p a r i s h where any 
mission had taken place. (7 4 ) . Body was very much i n favour of 
t h i s suggestion, howbeit i n a r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t form, f o r when 
Bishop Selwyn sta t e d i n 1869 h i s d e s i r e t o ' s u b s t i t u t e f o r the 
present system, by which a p a r o c h i a l clergyman c a l l s t o h i s aid 
some brother who has become known as a s t r i k i n g Mission preacher, 
a system under which they might have diocesan preachers a c t i n g 
under ths bishop', Body immediately v i s i t e d him and encouraged 
him warmly. ( 7 5 ) . The form of the mission service was also 
much discussed but the usual p r a c t i c e was s t i l l t h a t of t a k i n g 
Evening Prayer from the Lord's Prayer t o t h e t h i r d c o l l e c t and 
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s u b s t i t u t i n g special psalms and lessons whore necessary. ( 7 6 ) . 
I t was g r e a t l y due t o the success of the 1669 .isaion t h a t the 
use of the same preacher on every n i ^ h t of a mission was 
established* ( 7 7 ) . 

The Wilton Mi88ion i n 1872 was s i g n i f i c a n t i n that lady 
helpers wore f i r s t used extensively at the After-meeting and 
moved among the people together w i t h th« oie r g y : Body was l a t e r . 
t o make great use of v/amen i n his urhaai & i s s i o n s . The eeoond 
* Great Mission 1 took place i n lendon from 8 t h February 1674 and 
again lasted twelve days. Body was the speaker a t the opening 
of tl a L i s s i en i n the absence of Lwigg v/ho wt;s indisposed • (78). 
The importance of After-meetinge was difcussed w i t h the organ­
i s i n g s e c r e t a r i e s when Body and i l k i n s o n spoke of t h e i r b e l i e f 
t h a t i t was preferable t o conduct these meetings i n church, i f 
possib l e , and t h a t 'door men* should be very c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d 
t o i n v i t e some who were h e s i t a n t to remain, or t o f u r n i s h these 
w i t h a t r a c t . (79).. Body was the c h i e f mlssioner a t St. 
Augustine's, K i l b u r n , where he preached the sermon already seen. 

( 8 0 ) . 

This Mission was a very much q u i e t e r a f f a i r than the previous 
'general' L i s s i o c , although there were some rumours of Saeranj-
o u t a i Confession being 'urged' . Those; rumours may have- a r i s e n 
out of the occasional p r a c t i c e of Body and Wilkinson who 
believed t h a t sometimes such e x h o r t a t i o n was p e r m i s s i b l e . ( 8 1 ) . 

Body's great experience i n the conduct of parochial missions 
Should not be allowed t o hide h i s wider i n t e r e s t from the f i r s t i 
the expansion of mission work I n the Church, of liigland. a t the 
1870 Church Gosgresa Body said :« 

" I hold d i s t i n c t l y t h a t the mission movement i s not t o be 
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confined t o the time of the formal mission. We want . 
perpetual mission:-.- i n our parishes, and you w i l l f i n d p l e n t y 
of evangelists i f you w i l l go out and seek them. ' e want / 
laymen who w i l l go f o r t h i n cottage l e c t u r e s and s t r e e t ; 
preaching women who w i l l go out i n B i b l e classes and Mothers' 
meetings, - I n a word s a band of earnest C h r i s t i a n people who 
are desirous of obeying the command, - 'Let him t h a t heareth 
say, Jome*. I do ask you most ea r n e s t l y t o dare to go f o r t h 
and solvo t h i s great question of the e v a n g e l i z a t i o n of the 
masses, by g i v i n g , i n each of your parishes, a d i s t i n c t sphere 
f o r the excercise of t h a t e v a n g e l i s t i c g i f t t h a t the Holy 
S p i r i t has given t o many members of the church, but which the 
church refuses t o recognise". ( 8 2 ) . 

How f a r t h i s i d e a l was r e a l i s e d w i l l be seen when Body's work 
at Durham i s considered. The York Diocesan Conference of 1876 
discussed missions at some len g t h and Body, f o l l o w i n g s e v e r a l 
speakers, rose t c draw a t t e n t i o n t o the danger of the t e n day 
missions becoming too popular and t h a t nothing could take the place 
of the i n d i v i d u a l clergyman being h i s own missioner through the 
p a r i s h agencies at h i s d i s p o s a l . 'The Guardian' r e p o r t o f Body 1s 
speech was inaccurate i n several respects and r e s u l t e d i n Body 
w r i t i n g t o t h e e d i t o r 

"Dear S i r , 
1) . I d i d not want t o imply t h a t valuable work could not 
be cone by missions, but t h a t i t might, i n measure, be done by 
p a r i s h p r i e s t s becoming the evangelists i n t h e i r own parishes. 
2) . I ventured t o say, i n speaking not only of missions, but 
of a l l e v a n g e l i s t i c work, t h a t a l l who are engaged I n i t ought 

9t h November 1876. 



t o be on t h e i r guard against unrestrained emotionalise »•« 
ti i e e v a n g e l i s t must seek t o carry c o n v i c t i o n to the mind and to 
rouse the w i l l t o moral a c t i o n r a t h e r than e x c i t e a strong 
emotion..." ( 8 3 ) . 

Already Body was becoming very much more c a r e f u l i n i 
h i s e f f o r t s t o h a l t any undue emotionalism. The f o l l o w i n g year 
he modified h i s p o s i t i o n f u r t h e r end gave the f o l l o w i n g comment 
t o one who advocated no repression whatsoever of excitement or 
i t s outward expression :-

"1 now ( i n i t a l i c s by Body) t r y t o repress excitement, and I 
c e r t a i n l y should discourage i t s outward expression... i t has 
nc moral value but impedes moral a c t i o n unless i t i s r e s t r a i n e d . , 
the f e e l i n g s must be moved, the emotions s t i r r e d . But a i l 
t h i s granted, i t must be w i t h i n the l i m i t s of excitement. 
d i r e c t l y excitement or excessive emotionalism showed themselves, 

I should check them...if i n a meeting by s i n g i n g a q u i e t hymn, 
or by s i l e n t prayer...above a l l never speak w i t h the purpose of 
provoking a strong emotional movement. I se.y t h i s as a r e s u l t 
of s o r r o w f u l experience; f o r i f i t be wrong thus to encourage 
excitement (as I b e l i e v e i t i s ) , I have i n old days sinned 
g r i e v o u s l y i n t h i s . Only i n a v o i d i n g excitement, l e t us beware 
of f o r g e t t i n g the plaoe of the emotitos i n man's complex 
nature". ( 8 4 ) . 

Also evident i n the l e t t e r above i s t h e way i n which 
Body was f u l l y aware t h a t p a r o c h i a l missions were only one 
s p e c i a l i s e d weapon i n the e v a n g e l i s t i c armoury. ( 8 5 ) . 

The parochial mission movement was s t i l l g a t h e r i n g 
f o r c e and the Manchester and Sa l f o r d M i s s i o n * i n 1877 was a l a r g e 
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undertaking w i t h over 80 churches t a k i n g p a r t . ( 8 6 ) . Body 
waa prevented from t a k i n g any p a r t i n t h i s mission thruugh i l l -
ness but he waa much i n demand as a preacher, having created a 
tremendous impression a t the time of the Winchester Diocesan 
Mission I n the previous year. ( 8 7 ( . 

I t was e a r l y i n 1872 t h a t Body had f i r s t preached at 
the Chapel Hoyai Savoy (88) and he was also w e l l known as a 
Lenten preacher at St. Paul's Cathedral. Further evidence of 
h i s fame was the conduct by Body of the Baden-Baden mission i n 
1881 when the impress of Germany attended several of the services.(89 
I n 1880 he had been elected as a p r o c t o r i n Convocation f o r the 
archdeaconry of Cleveland and a l e t t e r t o a f r i e n d published by 
Body a t the time of the e l e c t i o n s , showed h i s l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e t o ­
wards the n a t t e r of Saoraaental Confession :-

"Dear - - -, 
. . . I n my mind the use of confession i s no general 

o b l i g a t i o n . A man may respond t o a l l the o b l i g a t i o n s of the 
C h r i s t i a n l i f e who never uses i t from the f o n t t o the grave. 
Nor i s i t necessary f o r the f o r g i v i n g of post baptismal s i n s . 
For t h a t c o n t r i t i o n alone I s necessary. Nor, i n my Judgement, 
i s i t s use always h e l p f u l i n C h r i s t i a n l i v i n g . As a matter 
of f a c t I oft e n advise those who consult me i n the question 
not t o use i t ...an o b l i g a t i o n of C h r i s t i a n l i f e i t i s not, 
a help t o peace and holiness t o those who are led t o i t by 
God, i t i s ..." ( 9 0 ) . 

I t i s probable t h a t Body's l i b e r a l i s m made I t possible 
f o r him t o be considered by Bishop Light f o o t f o r the task t h a t 
had t o be c a r r i e d out i n the Durham Diocese. C e r t a i n l y there 



OOttld be no doubt as t o the general p o s i t i o n Body hold as a 
• l g h Shurch man and a Jo u n c i l member of the English Church Union. 
J n l i k e Richard Twlg^, George ' H k i n s o n , I r s k i n e Clarke, "alaham 
Howe, George ^enables, v i l l i a m fcaclagan and some others who, as 
members of the W h i t e h a l l C l e r i c a l c l u b , refused t c bear any sp e c i a l 
p a r t y a l l e g i a n c e s . ( 9 1 ) . 

There i s no c a l l t o f o l l o w i n d e t a i l the part Body 
played i n the r i t u a l c ontroversies of the period, but whenever he 
spoke at Convocation or a t meetings of the English Jhurch Union, 
there i s evidence of h i a l o y a l t y t o the Church of England as a 
whole; a voice of moderation and r e s t r a i n t for thot.e who advocated 
extreme a c t i o n i n h i s own party and a staunch upholder of the 
valuable work done by the evangelicals. ( 9 2 ) . Body summed up h i B 
p o s i t i o n thus :-

"We aro not f i g h t i n g t o Romanise the Church of England nor 
f o r the P r o t e s t a n t i s i n g of the Church of England under the 
most b e a u t i f u l r i t u a l garb but t o recover, aa f a r as they have 
been taken from us, those l i b e r t i e s of the church as a divine 
p o s i t i o n which no human power can give or take away." (9 3 ) . 

At the 1863 Convocation Body spoke of the o v e r - r i d i n g need 
f o r a p r i e s t t o g i v e h i s allegiance t o h i s Diocesan Bishop or 
move t o another diocese, also t h a t t h e r e must be v a r i a t i o n i n 
r i t u a l , but t h i s v a r i a t i o n should be w i t h i n d e f i n i t e l i m i t s . 

The year 1882 has been a year of sickness f o r Body but 
the Leeds Mission i n the f o l l o w i n g January was again a great 
success a t the Church of A l l Souls where Body was the & i s s i o n e r . ( 9 4 ) . 
On &aroh 28th came the announcement t h a t Body had been of f e r e d 
and had accepted the post of * Canon Missioned i n the diocese of 
Durham. ( 9 5 ) . 4_ 



...... MM Y>. ***** 

This Durban o f f e r was received by Body at tte? same time as 
another made to him by far. Gladstone; t h a t of the important 
l i v i n g of St. Peter's Sat on Souare. Body l e f t the decision 
which work he should untertake t o Dean Church who strongly 
adviood him t o go t o Durham. ( 9 6 ) . 



THH DIoOSSB OF DURHAM. 

I t has already been seen t h a t the density of t h e population 
I n the Diocese of Durham was causing concern I n 1860. ( 9 7 ) . 
Bishop Baring d i d much t o develop the pa r o c h i a l system by the 
formation of new d i s t r i c t s and, In h i s l a s t charge t o the diocese, 
i n 1078, s a i d t h a t the l i m i t of the formation of new d i s t r i c t s had 
almost been reached; t h a t the time had now a r r i v e d when a t t e n t i o n 
should mainly be d i r e c t e d t o the p r o v i s i o n of mission chapels i n 
the many hamlets d i s t a n t from the parish church and t h a t t h e r e 
was a great need f o r more curates and l a y readers. The r a t e of 
expansion a t t h i s time can be Judged from the consecration of 
24 churches i n the l a s t f o u r years of the episcopate of Bishop 
Baring and, i n 187S, the f i r s t year of Bishop L i g h t f o o t ' s 
episcopate, l u new churches were consecrated. The population of 
the huge diocese i n 1951 was 891,000 but t h i s f i g u r e had r i s e n 
to w e l l over 700,000 when Bishop L i g h t f o o t came to Durham.(98). 
The new bishop was ?ulck t o understand the needs of the diocese 
una l a r g e l y agreed w i t h t h e f i n d i n g s of h i s predecessor. The 
outstanding need was f o r lay agencies and Bishop L i g h t f o o t spoke/ 
as f o l l o w s a t the f i r s t Diooesan Joriference i n Durham I n 1880 :-

' Cven i f the supply of ol e r g y were l a r g e l y Increased i t would 
s t i l l be unable t o meet the growing demand f o r s p i r i t u a l 
m i n i s t r a t i o n s . Look a t t h e extensive r u r a l parishes of \ 
Northumberland - the thronged parochial d i s t r i c t s of Newcastle 
w i t h 15,000 i n h a b i t a n t s . How i s i t possible f o r an incumbent;, 

w i t h even two or three curates t o pierce e f f e c t i v e l y those I 
densely welded masses of human beings?. And so again w i t h 
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c o l l i e r y parishes, which s t a n d midway between the extremes, 
where there i s perhaps a c e n t r a l v i l l a g e or town, as a 
nucleus w i t h several o u t l y i n g oolonies of pitmen. Nothing 
but l a y agency - and t h i s on a very large scale - w i l l meet 
these v a r i e d needs." (99 ) . 

The c o l l i e r y parishes e s p e c i a l l y were a perpetual d i f f i c u l t y 
as the f a i l u r e of a p i t could mean ths sudden evacuation of a 
d i s t r i c t , only a handful of r e t i r e d pitmen aad t h e i r wives 
remaining. The opening of a new p i t could b r i n g a new popu­
l a t i o n t o a country d i s t r i c t almost overnight. This new 
centre of population was, as Canou hong pointed out at the 1880 
Conference, t o o small t o support a curate and necessitated 
t h e r e f o r e not only the b u i l d i n g of an Inexpensive •mission' 
but also the p r o v i s i o n of some form of s t a f f i n g * Bishop 
L i g h t f o o t agreed t h a t i t was necessary t o le a r n from the Eon-
conformists i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , and t o have 3ome form of l a y 
agency l i k e the Wesleyan lay-preachers. (100). 

The o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h 6 diocese was completely overhauled 
w i t h the c r e a t i o n of the new D i o c e s e of Newcastle i n 1092, a 
new Archdeaconry of Auckland end the drawing up of 12 new 
Deaneries together w i t h the promise of a y e a r l y c o n f i r m a t i o n i n 
any p a r i s h . (101a). 

i n 1681 the o f f i c e of Lay-Reader was established i n t h e 
diocese .to enable men ' t o teach i n the schools, t o v i s i t the 
eiok, t o read end e x p l a i n the s c r i p t u r e s , t o exhort and 
pray i n p r i v a t e households, t o hold such cervices i n uneon-
secrated b u i l d i n g s as we (the bishop; s h a l l approve, or gener­
a l l y t o render a i d t o the Incumbent i n a l l m i n i s t r a t i o n s which 

do not 
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r e q u i r e the services of u M i n i s t e r i n :.oiy orders'. (101b). 
Bishop L i g h t f o o t soon percoivod another great problem of 

h i s diocese and touched upon i t at the meeting of York Convo­
c a t i o n i n 1883, during the discussion about a permanent diaconate:-

WA largo part of my diocese consists of p i t v i l l a g e s having a 
population from 3-6000 or even more. I n many cases the 
a r i s t o c r a t of the p a r i s h i s a c o l l i e r y viewer - no-one has 

the o p p o r t u n i t y t o undertake t h i s work p a r t - t i t a e * Vfho oan 
give more than part of t h e i r time?" ( 1 ; 2 ) . 

The appeal f o r l a y workers would f a i l i f I t was only thought t o 
apply t s the p r o f e s s i o n a l classes. I n a l e t t e r i n the Durham 
Diocesan Magazine i n 1882 L i g h t f o o t had appealed f o r Incumbents 
t o give t h e names of men who might be able t o undertake Lay-help 
w i t h o u t regard t o t h e i r s o c i a l or f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s . (103)• The 
Lay-readers a t t h e end of 1882 t o t a l l e d 30, of whom 21 were south 
of the Tyne, i n the now much smaller Diocese of Durham. (104). 

I t was immediately apparent t\iut women also had a groat p a r t 
t o play I n the work of the diocess. At the Diocesan Conference 
of 1880 the Rev. 0. Blunt of Ohester-le-Street urged tha need of 
a Deaconess Order f o r a c t i v e diocesan work. This a c t i v e work was 
seen as i n v o l v i n g sick v i s i t i n g , mission work i n the p i t v i l l a g e s 
and general nursing work. I n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the t r a i n i n g of 
deaconesses were already i n existence i n 6 dioceses and Bishop 
L i g h t f o o t declared himself I n favour of such a venture i n Durham. 

(105). 
The 1881 Church Congress had a s p e c i a l discussion about * the 
s p i r i t u a l c o n d i t i o n s which a f f e c t the work of the Gthurch i n the 
Diooese of Durham' , and here the speakers drew a t t e n t i o n once 
again t o the need of both lay-men and lay-women f o r d i s t r i c t 
v i s i t o r s g ( 1 0 6 ) f and i n ths Diocesan Magazine f o r the f o l l o w i n g 



year, the bishop stressed the d e s i r a b i l i t y of a t r a i n i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n f o r deaconesses i n the diocoae.(io7;. 

I t was ae e a r l y as 1875 that Janon Tristram spoke at Jhurch 
Jongress and said he wished part of the Durham Cathedral funds 
could be spent i n the employment of young, vigorous and promising 
mission preachers but nothing emerged from t h i s suggestion. ( I 0 8 ) . 
The idea of a band of lay-preachers without parochial r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t i e s was, HQ we hnve seen, one of the f r u i t s of the f i r s t London 
L i s s i o n and Body hac declared himself much I n favour of suoh a 
step. ( i v d ) • k more d e f i n i t e suggestion was made i n a l e t t e r 
t o ' i'he Guardian 1 I n 1881, a f t e r body and suae other eminent 
missioners had taken part i n a N'lssion i n Birmingham. One of 
the Incumbents, having experienced some of t h e blessings of 
t h i s mission, wrote :-

''There are at Least 80 men, some of the "Evangelical School 
l i k e the Aitkens and Haslam and Morgan of Swansea and Dr. 
Harrison of L i v e r p o o l , who have: j u s t been t a k i n g the churches 
here, and some of the higher typo l i k e Body, or more moderate, 
l i k e /.thereon and Lester. I f SO men l i k e those of t h e A l t k e n 
S t a f f were appointed to oanonries i n d i f f e r e n t parts of the 
country, there i s no t e l l i n g what wondrous r e s u l t s would, aoorue 
t o the church". ( l i o ) . 

The Diocese of Durham had been given proof of the value of 
p a r o c h i a l missions at r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s since the f i r s t Mission 
a t Bishop Auckland i n 1865. As an example, the 10 days Mission 
t o "North Shields and the surrounding d i s t r i c t * nay bo g i v e n . 
This mission took place I n February 1878 w i t h such w e l l known 
preachers as Hay Altken t a k i n g a leading p a r t . At C h r i s t Church, 
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Tynemouth there were two missioners who were hard pressed t o 
f u l f i l t h e i r promise t o meet i n d i v i d u a l s who desired personal 
i n t e r v i e w s . One of the s i g n i f i c a n t features of the Mission a t 
Holy Saviour;, North Shields was the number of l a y - h e l p e r s . (111). 

Canon Long spoke at the 18£u Diocesan Conference f o r those 
who had experienced the help of lay-agencies during p a r o c h i a l 
missions and pleaded f o r the view, held by Body, t h a t the Prayer 
Book should bo seen as something which could best be used at the 
end of a mission, a f t e r a congregation had beer, formed, not before. 

(112) 
Bishop L i g h t f o o t was s t i l l ffioct anxious to develop f u r t h e r 

the lay-agencies i n the diocese anc a c o e D t e d the c o n t r i b u t i o n hioh 
the preaching of missions could make towards a s p i r i t u a l awakening. 
At the end of 1382 a f t e r the c r e a t i n g of the new Diocese of 
.Newcastle he s a i u j -

"The parochial system i s not s u f f i c i e n t t o evangelise, mission 
preaching i s a new and v i t a l element. Cannot we have some 
d e f i n i t e diocesan organisation? - At the head w i l l be a member 
of the Cathedral chapter, a Canon Hiesioner i n e f f e c t , i f not 
i n name - and a minor Canonry t o endow a mission preachers-hip, 
we should then have p r o v i s i o n f o r a l i e u t e n a n t a c t i n g w i t h and 
under the 3anon Mlssioner. A f t e r t h i s we could e a s i l y get an 
adequate s t a f f of diocesan preachers - not r i v a l s t o the 
p a r o c h i a l c l e r g y , only being received at the i n v i t a t i o n of 
the Incumbent. 1' (113). 

Bishop L i g h t f o o t twice o f f e r e d t h i s new Canonry t o G. B. Wilkinson 
I n t h a t same year, i n h i s second l e t t e r he s a i d : -

' I seem to see here the p o t e n t i a l i t y of a f a r g r e a t e r , because 
an exceptional, work than any ordinary episcopate". (114). 
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Wilkinson did net f e e l able t o accent t h i s o f f e r a n l George Body 
was next approached. 

-'anon : o pi; ins or of Durham wrote l a t e x t h a t he had o f t e n 
heard bishop L i g h t f o o t i n v i t e i-ody &o Durham because he had noticed 
the e x c e l l e n t and l a s t i n g r e s u l t s of h i s teaching on the l i v e s of 
several men who came under hia s p e l l during missions and at other 
times.(115). I t seems t h a t the f i r s t time the two men met was 
a t a meeting of the Church Society i n Green S t r e e t , Cambridge, when 
Bishop L i g h t f o o t ' l i s t e n e d w i t h wonder t o t h i s u n f a m i l i a r r h e t o r i c * , 
as Body pretested at 8 point made. (1.6)• Whatever impression 
Body c d e upon Bishop L i g h t f o o t during these- ea r l y days t h i s 
impression was probably ~ u i t e i n s i g n i f i c a n t compared w i t h the f a c t 
t h a t both had vary s i m i l a r views on e v a n g e l i s t i c work and both had 
declared those views a t meetings of Convocation. 

I n 1981 when the Church Congress was held i n *'ewoastle 
under the Presidency of Bishop L i g h t f o o t , Body took an a c t i v e part 
and gave addresses at several d i s t r i c t meetings* 

The extent of the agreement between Body end Bishop 
L i g h t f o o t was shown again et the meeting of the York Convocation 
j u s t a f t e r the announcement of tho new appointment. Body held 
f i r m l y t h a t the messes were net t o be evangelised by t h e r e v i v a l 
of a permanent dlaconate but by a great expansion of lay-evangel­
i s a t i o n . I n t h i s extension he found much need f o r the use of 
female agencies of various types. (117;. I t should also be 
mentioned t h a t Body was no stranger t o the diocese f o r I t was he 
who gave a s t i r r i n g address a t the re-opening of Durham Cathedral 
i n October 1876 and was asked by Bishop L i g h t f o o t t o take the 
o r d i n a t i o n r e t r e a t at Auckland Castle i n 1881. ( I I S ) . 
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Jhere was a c e r t a i n amount of comment i n the diocese a t 
the appointment of the Canon -1-".sioner but the very great m a j o r i t y 
of c l e r g y were prepared t o t r u s t the wisdom of Bishop i - l g h t f o o t . 
Typical of some comments were the f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r s i n 'The Durham 
County Advertiser' of 3oth Isaroh :-

" i r , 
i t h blank amazement i s the only d e s c r i p t i o n I can give of 

the way i n which the l a t e s t appointment t o a s t a l l i n Durham 
J at: e d r a l has been received by the c l e r g y and l a i t y of the 
diocese. I s our Bishop aware of the d o c t r i n e s taught by h i s 
Lordship's nominee, and does he wish h i s c l e r g y t o understand 
t h a t he desires the d o c t r i n e of the Romish Mass and A u r i c u l a r 
Confession t o be taught i n the churches of h i s diocese? I f 
not, why does he se l e c t a mission preacher t o be sent f o r t h 
under s p e c i a l episcopal sanction one t o whom h a l f the p u l p i t s 
of the diocese w i l l c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y be closed, and of the 
remainder, one h a l f only open from a de s i r e not t o offend the 
Bishop and h i s Archdeacon? Thus the funds of the Cathedral 
w i l l be devoted t o the propagation of the extremists views on 
the Communion, those most c l o s e l y approaching t o Rome which 
have ever yet been openly held i n the Church of England. 

(Signed.....A Clergyman of the Diocese)". 
Dean Lake was a frequent defender of the newly appointed 

Canon k i s s i o n e r and r e p l i e d t o t h i s l e t t e r as f o l l o w s :-
" S i r , 

I have read w i t h some su r p r i s e a l e t t e r signed 'a clergyman 
of the Diocese' - some of us t h i n k t h a t the Bishop has shown 
h i s usual f a i r n e s s and courage i n t h i s m atter. 
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1) . I s not t h i s the same Mr* Body who i n l a s t Passion week has 
b en preaching by appointment of the Bishop of Truro (119) 
i n h i s own church, and i n the presence of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, a s p e c i a l series of sermons t o one of the most 
educated congregations i n England? 

2) . L'as not Mr. Body i n the l a s t ten years been con s t a n t l y 
selected as a great preacher i c St. Paul's, Westminster 
Abbey, i n York minster, i n Durham, i n Truro - I n f a c t i n 
h a l f the cathedrals i n the country?. 

3) . I s i t not w e l l known t at k r . Body was looked upon as the 
person most l i k e l y t o be chosen t o f i l l the place of the 
Bishop of Truro at St. Peters and t h a t i f he had not gone 
t o Durham he would probably have gone there? - we t h i n k too 
w e l l of the Durham c l e r g y t o suppose t h a t I n a year or two 
there w i l l be a dozen p u l p i t s i n the diocese which w i l l not 
welcome him". 

(Signed Another Clergyman of the Diocese) 
(120). 

Body was i n s t a l l e d i n Durham Cathedral on 8 t h A p r i l and 
preached the same evening i n the schoolroom of St. Oswald's parish 
where he mentioned hi s - p s w l r o u s . - v i s i t t o the church 13 years 
p r e v i o u s l y . There were s t i l l m isgivings about the appointment 
but Janon Tristram a l l a y e d much suspicion when he could r e p o r t 
t h a t Body had resigned from the C o n f r a t e r n i t y of the Blessed 
Sacrament aa he was d i s t r e s s e d by the Romaniaing tendency of t h i s 
group. The r e c t o r of Shadforth proved t o be a t r u e prophet when 
he wrote t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e i n r i t u a l between the m a j o r i t y of 
olergy and Canon Body would be overlooked due t o h i s prominence 
i n b r i n g i n g people t o C h r i a t . (121). I t was not long before Body fs 
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intense a c t i v i t y and obvious s i n c e r i t y overcame fears and 
gave r i s e t o f e e l i n g s of respect and thankfulness. 
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Txi.'. JAKOM • Sĵ ONER. (Part 1) • 

Body hud long cherished the ambition t o develop parochial 
agencies i n t o more permanent e v a n g e l i s t i c forces which could, i f 
necessary, bo supplemented by parochial missions. Ke was now 
given the o p p o r t u n i t y of developing these ideas and also t o 
superintend t h e i r working. Besides t h i s , he was t o f u l f i l a 
need i n conducting r e g u l a r r e t r e a t s and quiet days f o r the deepening 
of the s p i r i t u a l l i f e amongst the c l e r g y and t o forn., from the 
c l e r g y , a band of mission preachers. There would be p a r o c h i a l 
missions i n the diocese but t h i s did not mean t h a t Body had come 
t o bo merely a mission preacher f o r t h i s was only a part of the 
work t o be done. (122). I t was hoped t h a t the t r a i n i n g of other 
mission preachers would leave the Canon L i s s l o n e r fre<- t o decide 
the part he would personally play i n each i n d i v i d u a l mission. 

On the 1st Hay 1535 Body held a speoial Intercessory 
service i n S t . kargaret's Church, Durham, f o r church missions. 
I n h i s sermon ho drew a t t e n t i o n t o the signs of r e v i v a l he found 
present i n England and t o the way i n which Cod's m i n i s t e r s were 
becoming e v a n g e l i s t s . He mentioned also h i s deep admiration f o r 
the p i e t y and f i r m grasp of fundamental p r i n c i p l e s taught by the 
Evangelical s e c t i o n of the church, e s p e c i a l l y noticeable i n the 
work of the Church L i s s i o n a r y Society. (123). 

The lay-readere seem t o have been r a t h e r u n s a t i s f a c t o r y as 
a dynamic f o r c e i n evangelism. The Bishop said i n the year of 
Body*s appointment t h a t he r e a l l y wanted the new lay-readers t o 
be l a y - e v a n g e l i s t s i n each parish but i t was t o become i n c r e a s i n g l y 
apparent t h a t there was a need of some less s t a t i c organisation 
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recociiucnded the use of female iay-agenoies and asked the Bishop 
t o s a n c t i o n the formation of a s t a f f of mission ladles as a 
f i r s t step i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . Bishop L i g h t f o o t gave his. f u l l 
co-operation from the f i r s t and work began i n 1884. (127;. 
I n the January of t h i s year the Bishop launched the Diocesan 
Jhurch B u i l d i n g Fund. I t was e s s e n t i a l that the new e v a n g e l i s t i c 
work being undertaken should r e s u l t i n the establishment of 
permanent mission churches which would themselves, i n due course, 
become new parishes. 

Lont saw Body as the preaoher at St. Paul's Cathedral f o r 
h i s powers and e f f o r t s were never s o l e l y confined t o the diocese 
of Durham.(129)• I t was a f t e r t h i s v i s i t to uondon t h a t h i s 
r e s i g n a t i o n of the l i v i n g of Kirby Mlsperton was announced.(130)• 

The Deaconess movement by 1878 was much overshadowed by 
the more r a p i d expansion of the sisterhoods, even the London House 
had t r a i n e d only 40 deaconesses i n the 17 years of i t s existence. 
G. E. Wilkinson, the second Bishop of Truro, founded the Community 
of the rpiphany i n h i s diocese i n 1883 and he hes beer described 
as • the f i r s t member of the episcopate who had an i n t i m a t e know­
ledge of the i n n e r l i f e of a sisterhood'. 113Li. Body p r o f i t e d 
from the knowledge gained by h i s f r i e n d and was regarded as a 
f a i r a u t h o r i t y on the work of women i n the church. I n J u l y 1884 
he spoke a t Convocation and stressed the d i f f e r e n c e he found 
between a sisterhood and the order o f deaconess*. An order of 
deaconess which was modelled on the p r i m i t i v e p a t t e r n would not 

i n 
live/,community l i k e the sisterhood f o r the deaconess was more 
of a 'congregational o f f i c e r * and was t o be attached t o a d i s t i n c t 
congregation, but Body r e a l i s e d very c l e a r l y t h a t many women 
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desired n e i t h e r the o f f i c e of deaconess nor the sisterhood and 
had t h e r e f o r e asked Bishop L i g h t f o o t t o sanction the formation of 
a st.aff of 'mission l a d i e s ' before going any f u r t h e r w i t h more 
s p e c i f i c proposals t o e s t a b l i s h a Jeaconess T r a i n i n g Jentre. 
There were many women who, w i t h proper t r a i n i n g , could help i n 
the larj-e towns and the p i t v i l l a g e s . Body stressed the need 
t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e between the deaconess and the sisterhood and 
gave as the reason f o r the comparative unpopularity of the 
deaconess movement the b l u r r i n g of t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n . Yet Body 
believed t h a t deaconesses should be ' P r i m i t i v e l y c e l i b a t e ' ; he 
had the f u l l e s t b e l i e f i n the good which might be e f f e c t e d by a 
band of J h r i s t - l i v i n g women, who were ready t o l i v e , t o t o i l , t o 
s u f f e r and t o die f o r the .melioration of the masses, f o r the good 
of the church and f o r the honour of God. 

The Bishop of Durham agreed w i t h a l l t h a t Body said w i t h the 
exception of the vow of celibacy as being necessary f o r those 
wishing t o receive the order of deaconess. ( 1 3 2 ) . 

Body was preparing t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the London Mission 
of 1B84 when a t e r r i b l e outbreak of smallpox occurred i n the c i t y 
of Durham. (133). The scourge s t a r t e d i n Framwellgate and very 
soon the doctors were i n despair at the lack of any adequate 
h o s p i t a l or nursing f a c i l i t i e s . Body offered t o f i n d nurses i f , 
the c i t y gave a h o s p i t a l . As a r e s u l t of t h i s o f f e r the k i l i t i a 
Barracks on Gllesgete Loor were equipped and ready f o r the s i c k 
on 4 t h November. Body kept h i s promise and 4 s i s t e r s from St. 
hargaret's, East Grinstead a r r i v e d t o help i n the work; No. 5 
Jhurch Street being used as a headquarter f o r town n u r s i n g . 
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