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T h i s t h e s i s c o n s i d e r s the r e f e r e n c e s to Egypt by Greek 
and Roman w r i t e r s between 70 B.C. and A.D. 69 m so f a r as they 
made any s u b s t a n t i a l judgment on the geography, clim a t e , population, 
laws, customs and r e l i g i o n and t h e i r accounts of the c i t i e s , towns 
and v i l l a g e s and of the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e of Egyptian s o c i e t y . 
P a ssing r e f e r e n c e s i n authors, c h i e f l y poets, are noted only m 
so f a r as they have a bearing on these main c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

The important c l a s s i c a l authors from the po i n t of view of 
t h i s t h e s i s are Diodorus S i c u l u s , Strabo and D i o s c o r i d e s m Greek 

n 
and Pompoasius Mela and P l i n y the E l d e r i n L a t i n . 

The t h e s i s i s d i v i d e d into three p a r t s . P a r t One d i s c u s s e s 
the geography of Egypt and i t s chapters d i s c u s s p o s i t i o n , extent 
and formation of the land (with an appendix on the Homeric 
statement about Pharos) surface r e l i e f , c limate, d e s e r t s , oases, 
c a n a l s , f l o r a and fauna and mineral r e s o u r c e s . P a r t Two covers 
population, urban settlements, c i t i e s , towns and important v i l l a g e s , 
w i t h s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n to the three a n c i e n t c a p i t a l s - Memphis, m 
Thebes and Al e x a n d r i a . * 

P a r t Three i s concerned with Egyptian s o c i e t y and d i s c u s s e s 
the a n t i q u i t y of the Egyptians, t h e i r p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 
behaviour and manners and goes on to consider t h e i r r e l i g i o n m i t s 
m y t h i c a l and more metaphysical a s p e c t s and t h e i r veneration of 
sacre d animals. F i n a l l y the s t r u c t u r e of Egyptian s o c i e t y i s 
considered - the r u l e r s (PharjJoPhs, kings, p r e f e c t s ) the land 
tenure, the d i v i s i o n of s o c i e t y i n t o c l a s s e s w ith p a r t i c u l a r 
r e f e r e n c e to p r i e s t s , w a r r i o r s and peasants. The l a s t chapter, 
before the conclusion, d e a l s with laws and customs i n c l u d i n g b u r i a l 
customs. 

M. A. Ibrahim, B.A. , 
P.G. Dip. C a i r o 
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INTRODUCTION. 

In attempting to wr i t e a thesis on Egypt as seen 

by the Classical authors, I have found i t quite impossible to 

include, w i t h i n the time and scope l i m i t e d to t h i s work, a l l those 

Greeks and Romans, from Homer onwards, who referred to Egypt i n 

one way or another. I t i s for t h i s reason that I deemed i t very 

necessary and proper to choose a l i m i t e d period to cover i n 

w r i t i n g t h i s thesis. Thus I have chosen the period which begins 

with the year 70 B.C. and ends with A.D. 69. The period extending 

from 70 B.C. to 30 B.C. f a l l s w i t h i n the rule of the Ptolemaic 

Dynasty and i t i s a period of c i v i l wars and dynastic squabbles. 

Conditions i n Egypt, p o l i t i c a l , economic and social during that 

period were generally bad. These factors led to the intervention 

of Rome i n the int e r n a l a f f a i r s of the country and f i n a l l y to i t s 

conquest (30 B.C.) and subsequently to the subjugation of i t s 

people. 

As for the period, which extends from the year 

30 B.C. to A.D. 69, i t f a l l s w i t h i n the Roman r u l e , and i t s main 

characteristics are s t a b i l i t y i n which the Egyptian people were 

kept very f i r m l y under control. Besides th i s fake s t a b i l i t y , 

there was on the whole economic prosperity, not for the benefit 

of the r i g h t f u l people of Egypt, as one expects, but for the alien 

Romans. 
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As I could not include a l l the Classical authors 

ab ovo usque ad mala, i n other words from Homer to the conquest 

of Egypt by the Arabs (A.D. 640), I was not able also to discuss 

a l l the information imparted to us by the Classical authors of 

the period of our own choice. 

A phenomenon such as the r i s e of the N i l e , which 

i s i n i t s e l f a very interesting topic for the ancients as i t was 

discussed by p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the major authors, i s not discussed 

i n t h i s thesis, especially because the present w r i t e r has realised 

that t h i s topic can be found discussed i n greater d e t a i l by the 

French scholar Daniele Bonneau i n a very recent book e n t i t l e d 

'La Crue du N i l * . I have also l e f t undiscussed the history of 

the kings of Egypt and a few other topics. 

I have divided t h i s thesis in t o three parts. Part 

one discusses the geography of Egypt. This part includes a 

chapter on the position and extent of Egypt both geographical and 

p o l i t i c a l ; another on the o r i g i n and formation of the land and a 

relevant appendix, which is concerned with the Homeric statement 

regarding the Island of Pharos. A t h i r d chapter describes the 

surface r e l i e f : the f e r t i l e land - the Delta and the Nile valley 

w i t h i n the Egyptian t e r r i t o r y , the course of the Nile i n i t s 

Egyptian reaches, the deserts, the oases, the lakes, marshes and 

lagoons, the Canal of Sesostris (otherwise the Nile - Gulf of 

Suez and Red Sea Canal), the trade routes and the sea coasts. The 



fourth chapter discusses the climate, the f i f t h the f l o r a and 

fauna and the s i x t h the mineral resources. 

Part Two is concerned with the population and the 

urban settlements of the population, i t comprises chapter 

seven which discusses the number of the inhabitants of Egypt and 

the number of i t s c i t i e s , towns and important v i l l a g e s . Then 

follows a survey of some of the important towns and v i l l a g e s . 

This i s followed by chapter eight which describes i n greater 

d e t a i l the three main c i t i e s of Egypt, which were at one time the 

capitals of Egypt. These three are dealt with i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l 

order : Memphis, Thebes, and Alexandria. 

Part Three is given the t i t l e 'Egyptian Society' 

and i t consists of four chapters. Chapter nine discusses the 

Egyptians, t h e i r a n t i q u i t y , t h e i r physical characteristics, and 

th e i r behaviour and manners. This i s followed by chapter ten which 

describes the Egyptian r e l i g i o n i n those of i t s aspects which are 

discussed by the Classical authors, namely the mythology or the 

metaphysics, and the sacred animals. Chapter eleven i s concerned 

with the classes of the Egyptian society : the d i v i s i o n of that 

society i n t o several classes, and the occupations of the members of 

these classes and land tenure. This chapter then discusses the 

rulers of Egypt : Pharaos, kings, and prefects, and f i n a l l y the main 
/ N — 

classes of society i n d e t a i l ; the pri e s t s , the warriors and the 

peasants. Chapter twelve describes the laws and customs including 
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funerary customs. 
Then follows a fxnal summary and conclusion i n which 

the mam points raised by the Classical authors of our chosen 

period are discussed and assessed. 

This study i s based on the writings of several 

Classical authors, both Greek and Roman. But as we shall notice, 

the names of only a few of these authors w i l l be mentioned 

constantly i n t h i s thesis. These we shall consider major authors 

as far as Egypt i s concerned. Among these we mention the Greek 

Diodorus and Strabo, and the Latin Pliny the Elder and Pomponius 

Mela. On the other hand we shall bring i n , whenever i t i s 

relevant, other authors of lesser importance as far as our subject 

i s concerned. 

I t is interesting to notice, however, that a l l those 

authors of the l a t t e r group, with the exception of Dioscorides, are 

Roman. Among them we mention Cicero, the author of the book 

e n t i t l e d 'de Bello Alexandrino', which came down to us among the 

works of Julius Caesar, Lucretius, V i r g i l , Ovid, Tibullus, Horace, 

Propertius, Livy, Sallust, Lucan, Quintus Curtius Rufus, Columella, 

Seneca, Varro and Tacitus. 

I have also found that i t would be useful to refer 

occasionally i n our present work to the information imparted to us 

by the Jewish authors, namely Philo and Josephus, who wrote w i t h i n 

our chosen period. For, as we sha l l see, Philo and Josephus l e f t 
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some useful information regarding Alexandria and i t s inhabitants 

and also, but to a lesser extent, regarding the rest of the 

country, p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s economic and p o l i t i c a l position i n the 

Roman empire. 

The Classical authors who wrote before the year 

70 B.C., especially those whose works were used by the authors 

of our period, w i l l also be referred t o . Thus we shall mention 

Homer, Pindar, Hippocrates, Hecataeus of Miletus, Herodotus, 

Sophocles, Ephorus of Cyme, Strato of Lampsacus, Plato, A r i s t o t l e , 

Theophrastus, Erathosthenes, Isocrates, Hecataeus of Abdera, 

Hipparchus, Theocritus, Apollonius Rhodius, Agatharchides of 

Cnidus and a few others. We shall also refer to Plutarch and the 

Geographer Ptolemy who wrote after our chosen period. 

As we shall observe, t h i s work i s mainly based on 

the accounts and statements of the four major authors above 

mentioned i n addition to Dioscorides. But the other minor Classical 

authors as well as the Jewish writers and the papyrological 

evidence from the Graeco-Roman period w i l l be c i t e d , whenever i t 

seems relevant. 

The present w r i t e r acknowledges that he made f u l l 

use of Dr.John Ball's excellent book 'Egypt i n the Classical 

Geographers', Alan Gardiner's 'Ancient Egyptian Onomastica' i n 

addition to his personal knowledge of the country, to i d e n t i f y 

the names of ancient towns, villages and l o c a l i t i e s . He confesses 
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also that he, l i k e the Classical w r i t e r s , and despite the fact 

that he is Egyptian, does not pretend to know the secrets of 

the ancient Egyptian language or rather languages. He, therefore, 

examined the v a l i d i t y and c r e d i b i l i t y of the information supplied 

by the Classical authors through what modern Egyptologists, who 

are the experts on that subject, are able to furnish, and r e l i e d 

to a lesser extent on his personal knowledge of the country and 

i t s people i n modern times. The personal knowledge can be seen 

clearly shown when topics such as the geography of Egypt or customs 

and manners of the Egyptians and t h e i r a t t i t u d e towards r e l i g i o n 

are discussed. 



PART I 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT 
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CHAPTER I 

THE POSITION AND EXTENT. 

What is Egypt? Where does Egypt lxe? Is Egypt the 

country inhabited by the Egyptians? Is Egypt the last stretch 

of the Nile Valley and the Delta or i s she the Delta only? 

Does Egypt l i e m Africa or i n Asia or i n both, or does i t form 

a separate entity? 

At d i f f e r e n t periods of her long history Egypt was ruled 

by d i f f e r e n t people; sometimes the rulers were Egyptians, 

sometimes foreign invaders. Among those foreigners who invaded 

Egypt were the Shepherd people, known as the Hyksus (1720-

1575/6 B.C.), the Libyans (945-730 B.C.), the Ethiopians (730-

664 B.C.), who were driven out by the Assyrians, who ruled Egypt 

through the Sa i t i c Egyptian Kings, the Persians, who conquered 

Egypt twice (520-404 and 341-332 B.C.), the Macedonians (332-

30 B.C.), and the Romans (30 B.C. - A.D.390). Diodorus, who 

mentioned r i g h t l y the fact that Egypt was ruled for the most part 

of her history by Egyptian kings, f a i l e d to mention a l l the 

foreign invaders with the exception of the Ethiopians, the 

Persians and the Macedonians, although he gave us the impression 

that he learned his facts from the Egyptian p r i e s t s . 

(1) Diod. 44. 
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I t i s necessary to distinguish between Egypt proper (the 
country inhabited by the Egyptians) and the Egyptian empire 
(including other t e r r i t o r i e s inhabited by non«-Egyptians) . 

As early as the 6th century B„Ce the then known world was 

regarded by the Greeks as consisting of two large continents, 

Europe and Asia, the l a t t e r included Egypt and North A f r i c a , then 

known as Libya. This was the view of such writers as Hecataeus 

of M i l e t u s ^ ^ and H i p p o c r a t e s A c c o r d i n g to Dr.Dicks^^ t h i s 

d i v i s i o n of the world into two continents was apparently a 

recognition of the fact that Europe and Asia (the two halves of 

the world) d i f f e r e d greatly i n temperature; but the d i v i s i o n i n t o 

three continents, Europe, Asia and Libya ( A f r i c a ) , was also known 

at Hecataeus of Miletus* time. But by the time of Herodotus the 

known world was regarded as consisting of three continents, 

i y 
(6) 

(5) 
Europe, Asia and Af r i c a (Libya). The Nile was generally 
regarded as the boundary between Asia and Africa (Libya). 

(2) Hecataeus of Miletus (6th and 5th Century B.C.) m«j D • y y^fiVy. 
His statement^mentioned by Dr.John B a l l , Egypt i n the 
Classical Geographers, p.9; Dr. D.R.Dicks, Hipparchus' 
Geographical Fragmentsa I n t r o d . p.20, and E.H.Bunbury, a 
History of Ancient Geography, Vol.1, pp.145, 146. 

(3) Hippocrates (469-399 B.C.) Aer.13 ( TTe f t /)t-f<~>V, Y§"ftT0jV/72rrwV 
On A i r , Water, and Places ( L o c a l i t i e s ) . 

(4) Dicks, op.cit. Introd. pp. 20, 21. 

(5) Hdt (C.490 - C.425 B.C.), n . 16 & I V . 45. 

(6) Hdt , l i . 16 & 17. 
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( 7 ) 

H e r o d o t u s , however, h e l d t h a t i f t h e Greek (and e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

I o n i a n ) w r i t e r s were c o r r e c t , t h e y s h o u l d add a f o u r t h c o n t i n e n t 

( l i t . " p a r t " ) , t h e N i l e D e l t a , s i n c e t h i s was s e p a r a t e d f r o m 

L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) by t h e Canopic mouth o f t h e N i l e and f r o m A s i a by 
(8 ) 

t h e P e l u s i a n mouth. I n Herodotus * own view Egypt was t h e whole 

t e r r i t o r y i n h a b i t e d by t h e E g y p t i a n s j u s t as C i l i c i a was t h e whole 

t e r r i t o r y i n h a b i t e d by t h e C i l i c i a n s , and t h e r e was no boundary 

between A s i a and L i b y a o t h e r t h a n t h e b o r d e r s ( ot oi>pe(_ ) o f 
( 9 ) ( 1 0 ) t h e E g y p t i a n s . Herodotus adds t h a t i t was commonly h e l d by 

( 7 ) Hdt, l i . 16. 

( 8 ) Hdt, l i . 17. 

( 9 ) L i t e r a l l y t r a n s l a t e d : "save t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e E g y p t i a n s " , 
( c f . Loeb C I . L i b . and Bude), b u t D r . J . B a l l ( o p . c i t . p.12) 
conc l u d e s f r o m Hdt's s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e w e s t e r n l i m i t o f Egypt i s 
t h e d i v i d i n g l i n e between L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) and A s i a , Egypt b e i n g 
e n t i r e l y i n A s i a . On t h e o t h e r hand, How & W e l l s (A Commentary 
on Hdt, V o l . I pp.167,168 and 317) t e l l ^ u s t h a t Hdt s t a t e s 
( n . 17) two g e o g r a p h i c a l p o s i t i o n s i n t h i s c h a p t e r : ( 1 ) t h a t 
Egypt i s one and i n d i v i s i i b l e ( n o t , as t h e view o f t h e Greeks 
would i m p l y , h a l f i n A s i a and h a l f i n A f r i c a ) ; ( 2 ) t h a t t h e 
b o u n d a r i e s o f A s i a and A f r i c a a r e ( n o t t h e N i l e , b u t ) t h e 
b o u n d a r i e s o f Egypt. To w h i c h c o n t i n e n t Hdt w o u l d a s s i g n Egypt 
he l e a v e s u n c e r t a i n . On Ch.39 o f Bk. I V , t h e y t e l l us t h a t Hdt, 
however, seems by c o m b i n i n g Egypt w i t h S y r i a t o p u t them b o t h 
i n A s i a . On t h e o t h e r hand, he does n o t count t h e E g y p t i a n s i n 
t h i s ( i . e . c o n t i n u a t i o n ) ; and 41.2 he c l e a r l y makes A f r i c a b e g i n 
a t t h e i s t h m u s o f Suez. I n n , 17.1 he makes t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f 
A s i a and L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) t h o s e o f E g y p t , b u t does n o t say t o 
w h i c h c o n t i n e n t i t b e l o n g s . On t h e w h o l e , i t i s more p r o b a b l e 
t h a t Hdt gave Egypt t o A f r i c a , b u t many m a i n t a i n t h e c o n t r a r y , 
b u t as he t h o u g h t A f r i c a a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f A s i a , as b e i n g 
t h e e x a c t p o s i t i o n o f Egypt seemed t o him o f l i t t l e i m p o r t a n c e . 

( 1 0 ) H d t , l i . 17. 
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t h e Greeks t h a t t h e whole o f Egypt f r o m t h e c a t a r a c t ( i . e . t h e 1 s t 

c a t a r a c t above Aswan) and t h e town o f E l e p h a n t i n e as f a r as 

Kerk a s o r u s was d i v i d e d i n t o two p a r t s (one m L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) and 

one i n A s i a ) by t h e N i l e w h i c h f l o w e d f r o m t h e c a t a r a c t t o t h e sea 

t h r o u g h t h e c e n t r e o f Egypt; f r o m t h e c a t a r a c t as f a r as 

Kerkasorus t h e N i l e had one c h a n n e l b u t below t h a t town t h e r i v e r 

s p l i t s i n t o t h r e e b r anches; t h e P e l u s i a n on t h e E a s t , t h e Canopic 

on t h e West, and t h e t h i r d ( r e g a r d e d as t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e 

mam c h a n n e l ) r u n n i n g t h r o u g h t h e m i d d l e o f t h e D e l t a , and i t was 

c a l l e d t h e S e b e n n y t i c mouth. 

The i d e a t h a t t h e w o r l d was d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e c o n t i n e n t s , 

A f r i c a ( L i b y a ) , A s i a and Europe, and t h a t t h e N i l e s e p a r a t e d A s i a 

and A f r i c a ( L i b y a ) c o n t i n u e d t o be h e l d by l a t e r w r i t e r s . B e f o r e 

70 B.C., t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t o f t h i s work, i t was h e l d by 

Polybius^"'' 1^, who has been c r i t i c i z e d f o r f a i l i n g t o f o l l o w 

advances i n geography and i g n o r i n g t h e f a c t t h a t by h i s own t i m e 

some geographers a l r e a d y r e g a r d e d t h e Red Sea (known t h e n as t h e 
(1 2 ) 

A r a b i a n G u l f ) as t h e boundary between A f r i c a ( L i b y a ) and A s i a , 

The same i d e a a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o be h e l d by some c l a s s i c a l 
( 1 3 ) 

a u t h o r s a f t e r 70 B.C. I t was h e l d by Di o d o r u s S i c u l u s , who 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i n i t s l o w e r c o u r s e t h e N i l e was i n c r e a s i n g l y 

( 1 1 ) P o l y b i u s (C.203 - C.120 B.C.), H i s t o r i e s , I I I . 37. 

(12) See F.W. Walbank, A H i s t o r i c a l Commentary on P o l y b i u s , V o l . I , 
p.368, comm. on Ch.37 o f Bk I I I , ( O x f o r d 1 9 5 7 ) . 

( 1 3 ) D i o d . ( f l . C. 21 B.C.) i . 32 & n 2 1 . 
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r e d u c e d xn volume as i t s w a t e r s were drawn o f f t o t h e two 

c o n t i n e n t s ( A f r i c a and A s i a ) ^ 1 ^ ; by S t r a b o ^ ^ w h o m a i n t a i n e d 

t h a t L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) had t h e f o r m o f a r i g h t - a n g l e d t r i a n g l e , t h e 

base o f w h i c h l a y o p p o s i t e t o Greece and extended f r o m Egypt and 

t h e N i l e t o Maurusia and t h e P i l l a r s ( G i b r a l t a r ) , b u t who 
( 1 6 ) 

elsewhere r e g a r d e d r i v e r s as u n s u i t a b l e b o u n d a r i e s ; and by 
( 1 7 ) 

Pomponius Mela, 

The view t h a t t h e w o r l d was d i v i d e d i n t o o n l y two 

c o n t i n e n t s , A s i a and Europe, a l s o p e r s i s t e d l o n g e r . I t was h e l d 

by V a r r o ^ 1 ^ , S a l l u s t ^ " ' ' ^ , who r e g a r d e d t h e Catabathmos (mod. 

E l - S a l l u m ) as t h e r e g i o n s e p a r a t i n g Egypt f r o m A f r i c a , and L u c a n ^ ^ , 

who t e l l s us t h a t some h e l d t h a t L i b y a formed a t h i r d c o n t i n e n t , 

b u t he, b a s i n g h i s judgement on t h e winds and t h e s k y , r e g a r d e d i t 

as p a r t o f Europe. He a p p a r e n t l y a c c e p t e d t h e N i l e and t h e 

T a n a i s as f o r m i n g t h e boundary o f Europe and so d i v i d e d Egypt 

between A s i a and Europe. 

( 1 4 ) See C.H. O l d f a t h e r , i n Loeb. ed. o f D i o d . v o l . 1 , p.105, n.2. 

( 1 5 ) S t r a b o , (64/63 B.C. - A.D. 2 1 ) , I . 4. 7 & 17. 3. 1 . 

( 1 6 ) S t r a b o , 1 . 4. 8. 

( 1 7 ) Pomponius Mela ( f l . A.D. 37-41) C h o r o g r a p h i a , B k . I . 1 . 6 f f . 
(Teubner, ed. K . F r i c k 1880); c f . E.Bunbury, o p . c i t , V o l . 1 1 , 
pp. 353, 354. 

( 1 8 ) V a r r o (Marcus T e r e n t i u s , 116-27 B.C.), de L i n g u a L a t i n a , V. v . 3 1 . 

( 1 9 ) S a l l u s t (86-C. 34 B.C.), J u g u r t h a , X V I I , 3. 4. 

( 2 0 ) Lucan (A.D. 39 - A.D. 6 5 ) , The C i v i l War I X . 411-417. 
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S e v e r a l w r x t e r s d e s c r x b e d ^ 2 1 ^ Egypt as s t r e t c h x n g f r o m 

n o r t h t o s o u t h , h e r l o w e r p a r t , c a l l e d t h e D e l t a f r o m x t s 

resemblance t o t h e Greek l e t t e r , embraced by t h e two 

o u t e r m o s t branches o f t h e N x l e . To some, t h i s l o w e r p a r t a l o n e 
( 2 2 ) 

was Egypt and was r e g a r d e d as an x s l a n d bounded by t h e 

M e d xterranean on t h e n o r t h , by t h e P e l u s x a n mouth s e p a r a t x n g x t 

f r o m Asxa on t h e e a s t , and by t h e Canopxc mouth s e p a r a t x n g x t 

f r o m A f r x c a on t h e w e s t . 
( 2 3 ) ( 2 4 ) Some w r x t e r s , x n c l u d x n g S t r a b o , Pomponxus Mela 

(2 5 ) 

and P l x n y r e f e r r e d t o Asxa as a d j o x n x n g A f r x c a ( L x b y a ) and 

t o Egypt as bexng t h e f x r s t c o u n t r y o f Asxa when one l e a v e s 

A f r x c a ( L x b y a ) . P l x n y , however, c o n t r a d i c t s h x m s elf when he 

( 2 1 ) P l x n y , N.H. v. 48, c f . I s o c r a t e s (436-338 B.C.) ( B u s x r x s 12) 
who s t a t e s t h a t t h e Egyptxans xn h a b x t e d an x s l a n d ( i . e . The 
D e l t a bounded on t h e e a s t and t h e west by t h e N x l e b r a n c h e s , 
and on t h e n o r t h by t h e M e d x t e r r a n e a n Sea) c f . a l s o S t r a b o , 
17.1.4. who descrxbed t h e D e l t a as an x s l a n d and Dxod. 1.30 
" l a n d ' s l a y o u t " and 33 " t h e D e l t a as an x s l a n d " . 

( 2 2 ) P l x n y , N.H., l o c . c x t . xn d e s c r x b x n g t h e e x t e n t o f Egypt, 
P l x n y r e f e r s t o some a u t h o r s b e f o r e hxm as sayxng t h a t Egypt 
xs an x s l a n d . He may be r e f e r r i n g t o I s o c r a t e s , l o c . c x t . 

( 2 3 ) S t r a b o , 2.5.26 & 33. 

( 2 4 ) Pomponius Mela, o p . e x t . Bk. I . xx. 49. 

( 2 5 ) P l x n y , l o c . c x t . 
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s t a t e s xn t h e same p l a c e t h a t t h e D e l t a , bexng a t r x a n g u l a r 

x s l a n d , was s e p a r a t e d f r o m A f r x c a by t h e Canopxc b r a n c h o f t h e 

N x l e and f r o m Asxa by t h e P e l u s x a n b r a n c h . D i d he r e a l x s e what 

he was w r x t x n g about ? For how c o u l d he say t h a t Asxa was 

a d j a c e n t t o A f r i c a and t h a t Egypt was t h e f x r s t p a r t o f t h e f o r m e r 

a f t e r l e a v x n g t h e l a t t e r and, a t t h e same txme t h a t t h e D e l t a , 

whxch made an x n t e g r a l p a r t o f E g y p t , he made s e p a r a t e d f r o m 

A f r x c a and Asxa xn t h e manner d e s c r x b e d above ? S u r e l y he w o u l d 

have been more cautxous l x k e hxs Greek p r e d e c e s s o r Herodotus t o 
( 2 7 ) ( 2 8 ) 

q u e s t x o n t h e m a t t e r . S t r a b o s t a t e d t h a t t h e s h o r e o f 

A f r x c a (Lxbya) began a t A l e x a n d r x a , and t h e work e n t x t l e d 

De B e l l o A l e x a n d r x n o , whxch came down among t h e works o f J u l x u s 

Caesar, a p p a r e n t l y c o n t a x n e d a s x m i l a r vxew sxnce x t saxd t h a t h a l f 
( 2 9 ) 

A l e x a n d r x a belonged t o A f r x c a ( L x b y a ) . 

Accordxng t o Strabo^°^some o f t h e b e s t o f t h e 

geographers who s e p a r a t e d Asxa f r o m A f r x c a ( L i b y a ) r e g a r d e d t h e Red 

(26) P l x n y , l o c . c x t . 

( 2 7 ) Hdt , l o c . c x t . 

( 2 8 ) S t r a b o , 2. 5. 33. 

( 2 9 ) ( J u l x u s Caesar) B e l l . A l e x . 14. 

( 3 0 ) S t r a b o , 1 . 2. 28. 
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Sea (known t h e n as "Sinus A r a b i c u s ) as a more n a t u r a l boundary 
(31) 

between t h e two c o n t i n e n t s t h a n t h e N i l e , because t h e isthmus 

i s v e r y narrow ( i t s c r o s s i n g i n v o l v i n g a j o u r n e y o f o n l y t h r e e 

o r f o u r days) whereas t h e N i l e i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e f r o m 

t h e I n d i a n Ocean (Oceanus) so i t does n o t s e p a r a t e A f r i c a ( L i b y a ) 
( 3 2 ) ( 33) as a whole f r o m A s i a . Walbank suggested t h a t Ephorus may 

have f i r s t moved t h e boundary between A f r i c a ( L i b y a ) and A s i a 

f r o m t h e N i l e t o t h e Red Sea. 

To sum up what has been s a i d , we can say t h a t Egypt was 

r e g a r d e d by some c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s as f o r m i n g p a r t o f A f r i c a , by 

some p a r t o f A s i a , by s t i l l o t h e r s as d i v i d e d between A f r i c a and 

A s i a . A f o u r t h group c o n s i d e r e d t h e D e l t a a s e p a r a t e e n t i t y 

b e l o n g i n g n e i t h e r t o A f r i c a n o r A s i a . 

So much f o r t h e s i t e o f Egypt as r e g a r d s t h e c o n t i n e n t s o f 

t h e known w o r l d . 

Now when we t u r n t o Egypt i t s e l f we f i n d t h a t i t s p o s i t i o n 

and g e n e r a l f o r m a r e v e r y much admired by a l m o s t a l l t h e c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s who d e s c r i b e d t h a t c o u n t r y , D i o d o r u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t e l l s 
( 3 4 ) 

us t h a t t h e l a n d o f Egypt s t r e t c h e s i n a g e n e r a l way f r o m 

( 3 1 ) i . e . t h e is t h m u s t h a t s e p a r a t e d t h e Red Sea f r o m t h e 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n , a l o n g w h i c h t h e p r e s e n t Suez Canal has been c u t , 

(32 ) see n. 6. p.3. 

(3 3 ) F.W. Walbank, o p . c i t . V o l . I . p.368, Comm. on Ch.37. 

( 3 4 ) D i o d . I . 30, 3 1 . 
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n o r t h t o s o u t h , and i n n a t u r a l s t r e n g t h and b e a u t y o f landscape 

i s r e p u t e d t o e x c e l i n no s m a l l degree a l l o t h e r r e g i o n s t h a t 
( 3 5 ) ( 3 6) 

have been formed i n t o kingdoms. For Egypt i s f o r t i f i e d on 
(37 ) ( 3 8) a l l s i d e s , on t h e west by v a s t d e s e r t w h i c h i s a r i d and 

f u l l o f w i l d b e a s t s and h i g h l y dangerous t o c r o s s , on t h e s o u t h 
(39 ) 

by t h e c a t a r a c t s o f t h e N i l e and t h e mountains f l a n k i n g them, 

on t h e e a s t p a r t l y by t h e r i v e r p a r t l y by t h e d e s e r t a n d 

swamps o f B a r a t h a r a ( i . e . p i t s ) , on t h e n o r t h by t h e sandy and 

marshy M e d i t e r r a n e a n w h i c h i s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e h a r b o u r 

(3 5 ) I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t i c e t h a t when Diodorus v i s i t e d Egypt 
(59 B.C.), i t was s t i l l a monarchy, under t h e P t o l e m a i c 
D y n a s t y , whereas when S t r a b o , Pomponius Mela and P l i n y were 
w r i t i n g Egypt was no l o n g e r a monarchy, b u t an I m p e r i a l 
p r o v i n c e under Roman r u l e . 

(3 6 ) i . e . t h e i n h a b i t e d p a r t o f E g y p t , m a i n l y t h e N i l e v a l l e y 
and t h e D e l t a . 

(3 7 ) i . e . t h e Western D e s e r t w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e s p a r t o f t h e Great 
Sahara o f N. A f r i c a . 

(38 ) I n f a c t , D i o d o r u s i s e x a g g e r a t i n g h e r e , because, as S t r a b o 
( 1 7 . 1 . 42) r i g h t l y s a y s , t h e Western d e s e r t had, w i t h i n 
t h e p r e s e n t E g y p t i a n t e r r i t o r y , a number o f oases, w h i c h 
were i n h a b i t e d , w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h w a t e r and o t h e r a m e n i t i e s 
o f l i f e , Siwa Oasis, f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e c e l e b r a t e d Ammon o f 
t h e c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s . 

( 3 9 ) i . e . t h e Nubian m o u n t a i n s . 

(4 0 ) i . e . t h e E a s t e r n D e s e r t and t h e S i n a i D e s e r t . 



o f Pharos ( i . e . A l e x a n d r i a ) a l m o s t h a r b o u r l e s s . The l a n d ( i . e . 

t h e i n h a b i t e d r e g i o n w h i c h c o n s i s t e d o f t h e D e l t a and t h e N i l e 

V a l l e y ) i s o b l o n g i n shape, h a v i n g a c o a s t l i n e o f two thousand 

s t a d i a (370 k i l o m e t r e s ) and e x t e n d i n g i n l a n d about s i x t h ousand 
( 4 1 ) 

s t a d i a (1,110 k i l o m e t r e s ) . S t r a b o says " b r i e f l y s p e a k i n g 

Egypt ( i . e . Egypt p r o p e r ) c o n s i s t s o f t h e r i v e r l a n d (^TTofafitet, 

w h i c h c o u l d mean e i t h e r a l a n d i r r i g a t e d by t h e w a t e r o f t h e N i l e 

o r w h i c h i s more p r o b a b l y a l a n d s i l t e d up by t h e N i l e ) , namely, 

t h e l a s t s t r e t c h o f t h e r i v e r l a n d on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e N i l e 

w h i c h , b e g i n n i n g a t t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f E t h i o p i a and e x t e n d i n g 

t o t h e v e r t e x o f t h e D e l t a , s c a r c e l y anywhere o c c u p i e s a 

c o n t i n u o u s h a b i t a b l e space as br o a d as t h r e e hundred s t a d i a (35 

kilometres)"„ T h i s i n h a b i t e d p a r t o f Egypt above t h e D e l t a S t r a b o 
( 4 2 ) ( 4 3 ) compares t o a r o l l e d - o u t bandage , i t b e i n g , he m a i n t a i n s , 

( 4 1 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 4. 

( 4 2 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 4. 

(4 3 ) T h i s phrase i s r e a d by some o t h e r s c h o l a r s as meaning 
"The i n h a b i t e d p a r t resembles a hand o u t s t r e t c h e d t o 
f u l l l e n g t h " , meaning b o t h arm and hand, and t h u s 
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e D e l t a as w e l l as t o t h e s t r e t c h o f 
t h e r i v e r l a n d f r o m E t h i o p i a and t h e v e r t e x ( see 
H . I . Jones, i n Loeb. ed. o f S t r a b o ' s Geography, V o l . 
V I I I , pp. 16, 17. n . l . 



m e r e l y a r i v e r l a n d on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e r i v e r and i s f l a n k e d by 

t h e Western and E a s t e r n D e s e r t s , w h i c h e x t e n d f r o m t h e r e g i o n o f 

Syene down t o t h e E g y p t i a n Sea ( i . e . t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n ) . But 

t h e c o u n t r y beyond t h e mountains ( i . e . t h e d e s e r t s ) , S t r a b o 
( 4 4 ) 

s a y s , i s f o r a g r e a t d i s t a n c e u n i n h a b i t e d . 
( 4 5 ) ( 4 6 ) Dio d o r u s and S t r a b o o b s e r v e d t h a t t h i s h a b i t a b l e 

r e g i o n o f E g y p t , b e i n g a l e v e l p l a i n , i s c o v e r e d by w a t e r and i s 

t u r n e d t o a l a k e , when t h e N i l e i s i n f l o o d , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n 

o f t h e towns, v i l l a g e s and f a r m houses, w h i c h a r e b u i l t on 

n a t u r a l h i l l s o r a r t i f i c i a l mounds; t h e whole scene, b o t h a u t h o r s 

n o t i c e , comes t o resemble i s l a n d s ; and i n D i o d o r u s ' words, t h e y 
( 4 7 ) 

resemble Cyclades i s l a n d s . The p r e s e n t w r i t e r o b served t h a t 

u n t i l r e c e n t l y such phenomena were r e p e a t e d a n n u a l l y , d u r i n g 

f l o o d t i m e i n some p a r t s o f Upper E g y p t , t h o u g h a f t e r t h e 

c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f Aswan H i g h Dam, such phenomena 

w i l l d i s a p p e a r f o r e v e r . 

I f p r o p e r Egypt\ seems t o some o f t h e c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s t o 

c o n s i s t o n l y o f t h e c u l t i v a b l e r e g i o n , i t s g e o g r a p h i c a l and, more 

( 4 4 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 4, 

( 4 5 ) D i o d . I . 36. 

( 4 6 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 4. 

( 4 7 ) c f . Hdt . l i . 97. who d e s c r i b e d t h e scene i n a l m o s t 
i d e n t i c a l manner and who l i k e n e d t h e towns d u r i n g t h e 
i n u n d a t i o n t o t h e i s l a n d s i n t h e Aegean Sea, 
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i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h a t , i t s p o l i t i c a l d e f i n i t i o n f o r them i s a 

d i f f e r e n t m a t t e r . Thus S t r a b o ^ * ^ i n f o r m s us " t h e e a r l y w r i t e r s 

gave t h e name Egypt t o o n l y t h e p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y t h a t was 

i n h a b i t e d and w a t e r e d by t h e N i l e , b e g i n n i n g a t t h e r e g i o n o f 

Syene (Aswan) and e x t e n d i n g t o t h e sea; b u t t h e l a t e r w r i t e r s 

down t o S t r a b o ' s own t i m e have added on t h e e a s t e r n s i d e 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y a l l t h e p a r t s between t h e A r a b i a n G u l f ( S i n u s 

A r a b i c u s , t h e p r e s e n t Red Sea) and t h e N i l e , and on t h e w e s t e r n 

s i d e t h e p a r t s e x t e n d i n g as f a r as t h e oases, and on t h e sea 
(49) 

c o a s t t h e p a r t s e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e Canopic mouth t o Catabathmos 

(mod, E l - S a l l u m ) and t h e domains o f t h e Cyrenaeceans, "For t h e 

K i n g s a f t e r P t o l e m y " , S t r a b o adds, "became so p o w e r f u l t h a t 

t h e y t o o k p o s s e s s i o n o f Cyrenaea ( Jv rjyaiA. ) i t s e l f and 

even u n i t e d Cyprus w i t h E g y pt, The Romans, who succeeded t h e 

P t o l e m i e s (30 B.C,), s e p a r a t e d t h e s e t h r e e t e r r i t o r i e s , and made 

Egypt w i t h d r a w t o i t s f o r m e r l i m i t s " . I f we t a k e what S t r a b o has 

j u s t s a i d we f i n d t h a t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e P t o l e m i e s extended t h e i r 

( 4 8 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 5. 

( 4 9 ) I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t E l - S a l l u m t h e a n c i e n t 
Catabathmos, i s s t i l l m a r k i n g t h e w e s t e r n b o r d e r - l i n e o f 
Egypt w i t h L i b y a . 

( 5 0 ) i . e . Ptolemy S o t e r I , t h e g e n e r a l o f A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t , and 
t h e f o u n d e r o f t h e Macedonian o r P t o l e m a i c D y n a s t y , w h i c h 
r u l e d Egypt f r o m 331 B.C. t o 30 B.C. 

( 5 1 ) i . e . C y r e n a i c a s i t u a t e d west o f Egypt. 
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s o v e r e i g n i t y o v e r a number o f o t h e r r e g i o n s i s c o r r e c t . S t r a b o , 
however, i s n o t a t a l l p r e c i s e i n s t a t i n g t h a t t h e k i n g s a f t e r 
Ptolemy ( o l «. 7T o ~T o\)Tl 1 oh^f* * i6¥ and h e r e he means Ptolemy 
S o t e r I , have conquered G y r e n a i c a , Cyprus and have annexed them 

t o E g y p t , r a t h e r t h a n s a y i n g t h a t Ptolemy S o t e r h i m s e l f was t h e 

( 5 3 ) 

( 5 2 ) 
c o n q u e r o r o f t h e s e t e r r i t o r i e s . S t r a b o a l s o f o r g e t s t o 

m e n t i o n t h a t Ptolemy S o t e r h i m s e l f annexed n o t o n l y C y r e n a i c a 

and Cyprus $ b u t a l s o o t h e r r e g i o n s , i n A s i a , A s i a M i n o r and 

t h e Aegean Sea. I t i s h e r e t h a t we f i n d o t h e r s , n o t a b l y 
i 

D i o d o r u s , c o m p l e t i n g t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s o f S t r a b o . For D i o d o r u s 
( 5 5 ) 

m e n t i o n s t h a t Ptolemy S o t e r I o c c u p i e d C r e t e , S y r i a and 
P h o e n i c i a and annexed them t o h i s E g y p t i a n kingdom. He f u r t h e r 

( 56 ) 

adds t h a t Ptolemy S o t e r conquered Cyrene, Upper S y r i a , and 

o t h e r p a r t s o f A s i a M i n o r , Cyprus and o t h e r i s l a n d s o f t h e Aegean 

( 5 2 ) E. Bevan, A H i s t o r y o f E g y p t , The P t o l e m a i c D y n a s t y , pp.22, 
25. (London, 1 9 2 7 ) . see a l s o : A.J. Toynbee, H a n n i b a l ' s 
Legacy, v o l . I . pp. 45, 46. London 1965. 

(53 ) 
Cyrene o r C y r e n a i c a was annexed t o Egypt by Ptolemy S o t e r I 
t o w a r d s t h e end o f 332 B.C. ( v . Bevan, o p . c i t . p . 2 2 ) . 

( 5 4 ) Cyprus' a n n e x a t i o n t o Egypt t o o k p l a c e m 313 B.C. by 
Ptolemy S o t e r I , ( a l s o Bevan, o p . c i t . p . 2 5 ) . 

( 5 5 ) c f . a l s o P o l y b i u s , The H i s t o r i e s , Bk. V. 34. 

( 5 6 ) D i o d . X V I I I . 43. 
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Sea. S t r a b o xs a l s o c o r r e c t when he s t a t e s t h a t t h e Romans 
(5 7 ) 

s e p a r a t e d b o t h Cyrene and Cyprus f r o m Egypt. Egypt x t s e l f 

by S t r a b o ' s txme was a Roman pro v x n c e ( E 1 ^ a f % i ) ^ ^ \ 

(59) 
o r r a t h e r an I m p e r x a l Provxnce o f Rome, a pro v x n c e o f s p e c x a l 

( 6 0 ) 
k x n d . Besxdes Dxodorus and S t r a b o , S a l l u s t seems t o be 

r e f e r r i n g t o t h e same i d e a t h a t Egypt extended x t s sphere o f 
(61) 

x n f l u e n c e t o x n c l u d e Cyrenaxca. S a l l u s t maxntaxns t h a t t h e 

Carthagxnxans r e g a r d e d t h e A l t a r s o f P h i l a e n i ( a p p r o x . M u k h t a r ) 

as m a r k i n g t h e boundary between t h e i r empire and Egypt. I t i s 

c l e a r , however, t h a t t h e Romans, who o c c u p i e d E g y p t , s t r i p p e d 

i t o f i t s f o r m e r domxnxons, t u r n e d x t x n t o an xmperxal p r o v x n c e 

as was mentxoned above. 

Catabathmos (mod. E l - S a l l u m ) was consxdered as markxng 
( 62 ) 

t h e w e s t e r n b o r d e r l x n e o f Egypt as xndeed xs t h e case a t 

(57 ) Dxod. XIX. 79. see a l s o H.L. Jones, xn Loeb ed. o f 
S t r a b o ' s Geography, V o l . V I I I , p.23. n.2. 

( 5 8 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 12. 

(5 9 ) c f . H . I . B e l l , Egypt f r o m A l e x a n d e r t h e Great t o The Arab 
Conquest, p.65. O x f o r d 1948, c f . a l s o 

J.G. Mxlne, A H i s t o r y o f Egypt under Roman R u l e , p.2, 
London, 1924. 

(6 0 ) S a l l u s t (86 - C. 34 B.C.) J u g u r t h a , XIX. 3. 

( 6 1 ) S a l l u s t , l o c . c x t . 

( 6 2 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.13, S a l l u s t , l o c . c x t ; Pomponius Mela, 
C h o r o g r a p h i a , Bk, I . I X . 49. 
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( 6 3 ) p r e s e n t , P l i n y , who f o l l o w s Pomponius Mela c l o s e l y , i s 

t h e r e f o r e n o t c o r r e c t when he speaks o f t h e l o w e r p a r t o f 

E g y p t , o r t h e D e l t a , as b e i n g s e p a r a t e d f r o m A f r i c a by t h e 

Canopic mouth, and f r o m A s i a by t h e P e l u s i a n mouth, and t h a t 

t h e r e g i o n west o f t h e Canopic mouth was c a l l e d L i b y a M a r e o t i s , 

and t h a t e a s t o f t h e P e l u s i a n mouth A r a b i a P e t r a e a . I n 

d e f i n i n g t h e e x t e n s i o n o f Egypt as d e s c r i b e d above, P l i n y i s 

d e f i n i t e l y m i s t a k e n . But i f he was s p e a k i n g i n human t e r m s , 

t h e n he i s n o t m i s t a k e n , f o r t h e p e o p l e west o f t h e D e l t a by h i s 

t i m e were n o t c o n s i d e r e d t o be E g y p t i a n s b u t M a r e o t i c , i n 

o t h e r words t h e y b elonged t o L i b y a M a r e o t i s . 

( 6 3 ) P l i n y , N.H.V. 47, 48. 

( 6 4 ) J . L i n d s a y , D a i l y L i f e m Roman Egypt, p. 147 c f . a l s o 
H d t . n . 18, where he says o t h e r p e o p l e o f t h e c i t i e s 
o f Marea and A p i s , i n t h e p a r t o f Egypt b o r d e r i n g on 
L i b y a ( i . e . A f r i c a ) t h o u g h t o f themselves t o have been 
n o t E g y p t i a n s b u t L i b y a n s . 
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CHAPTER I I 

THE ORIGIN AND CHARACTER OF THE LAND OF 

EGYPT. 

C l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s had v a r i o u s o p i n i o n s as t o t h e 

g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f Egypt b u t most agreed t h a t Egypt p r o p e r 

( t h e N i l e V a l l e y and t h e D e l t a ) was a newly a c q u i r e d l a n d o r , as 

t h e y p u t i t , jfo 7a j ^ t Le*. , a r i v e r l a n d . 

Long b e f o r e 70 B.C. t h e i d e a t h a t t h e c u l t i v a t e d 

and i n h a b i t e d p a r t o f Egypt i s a newly a c q u i r e d l a n d have been 

h e l d by v a r i o u s c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s . I t was h e l d by Hecataeus o f 

M i l e t u s ( r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e famous s a y i n g , "Egypt i s t h e N A 

g i f t o f t h e Nxle"'€6Xl / ) ' / y l T « > ( ^ irtik-r^roT Te ^><topoV Too 
( 2 ) 

by Herodotus who quotes h i s p r e d e c e s s o r Hecataeus o f M i l e t u s 
( 3 ) / ( 4 ) w i t h o u t acknowledgement, by Ephorpus o f Kyme, and by 

( 5 ) 
A r i s t o t l e . A l l , however, b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e l a n d o f Egypt o r 

a t l e a s t most o f i t has been b u i l t up by t h e N i l e 

( TToTcc £4 op£cA)6"r~o\J ) f r o m s i l t c a r r i e d down d u r i n g f l o o d s . 

( 1 ) Hecataeus o f M i l e t u s , w r o t e o rTfcfi.o'boS Vj<? ( T h e 

c i r c u i t o f t h e E a r t h ) i n F. Jacoby, F.G.H., E r s t e r T e i l 
Neudruck A.p. 39 ( 301 Hecataeus o f M i l e t u s ) . 

( 2 ) Hdt , i i . 5. 

( 3 ) c f , M.Cary, The Geographic Background o f Greek and Roman H i s t o r y , 
p.207, n.4. ( O x f o r d , 1 9 4 9 ) , R a w l i n s o n , The H i s t o r i e s o f HaJt^ 
V o l . I I p. 6.n.4. 

( 4 ) Ephor^us o f Kyme (C.405-330 B.C.) i n F.Jacoby, F.G.H. I I a. 
pp. 60, 6 1 . 

( 5 ) A r i s t o t l e , M e teor, I . x i v . 352b. 
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E r a t o s t h e n e s and S t r a t o o f Lampsacus seem t o have h e l d 
s i m i l a r v i e w s . 

T h i s t h e o r y c o n t i n u e d t o be h e l d by l a t e r w r i t e r s . 

I t was h e l d by D i o d o r u s , who s t a t e s : "What i s now ( i . e . i n h i s 

t i m e ) t h e l a n d o f Egypt was c o n s i d e r e d by t h e E g y p t i a n s 

themselves t o have been sea when t h e u n i v e r s e was o r i g i n a l l y 

( 8 ) ( 9 ) 

c r e a t e d and Thebes was t h e o l d e s t p a r t o f Egypt". 

D i o d o r u s f u r t h e r d e s c r i b e s t h e phenomenon o f t h e N i l e f l o o d , and 

how t h e N i l e c a r r i e s down mud f r o m E t h i o p i a and d e p o s i t s i t t o 

f o r m t h e l a n d o f Egypt. He t e l l s us t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

E g y p t i a n s themselves t h e c l e a r e s t p r o o f t h a t t h e i r l a n d has been 

d e p o s i t e d by t h e N i l e was p r o v i d e d a t t h e mouths o f t h e r i v e r , 

where, each y e a r , as f r e s h mud accumulated a t t h e r i v e r ' s mouths, 

t h e sea was seen t o be f o r c e d back and t h e l a n d t o be extended by 

t h e d e p o s i t i o n o f s i l t . ̂ "'"'̂  

( 6 ) E r a t o s t h e n e s (C.255-194 B.C.) q u o t e d by S t r a b o , 1.3.13. 

( 7 ) S t r a t o o f Lampsacus ( ^> r | c 9 * r , o V ) ( d . 270-268 B.C.) q u o t e d 
by S t r a b o , 1.3.4. 

( 8 ) D i o d . I I I . 3. 

( 9 ) D i o d . 1.22. c f . a l s o Hdt 1.5. A r i s t o t l e , M e t e o r , 

( 1 0 ) D i o d . I I I . 3. 
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Strabo^"'"'''^ t r a c e d t h e ac c o u n t s g i v e n by h i s 

p r e d e c e s s o r s such as Homer, He r o d o t u s , E r a t o s t h e n e s , Hipparchus 

and S t r a t o o f Lampsacus c o n c e r n i n g t h e o r i g i n o f t h e l a n d o f 
( 1 2 ) 

Egypt and i t s c r e a t i o n . He f o u n d t h e s t a t e m e n t o f Homer 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e i s l a n d o f Pharos, w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o Homer, was 

24 hours d i s t a n t i n t h e open sea s a i l i n g f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d , 
( 1 3 ) 

w o r t h y o f m e n t i o n and, i n S t r a b o ' s view t h i s must n o t be 

d i s c a r d e d as w h o l l y f a l s e and u n t r u s t w o r t h y . F o r , i n S t r a b o ' s 

o p i n i o n , Homer l e a r n e d as a m a t t e r o f common knowledge about t h e 

s i l t i n g up o f t h e l a n d ; and as i n Menelaus* t i m e t h e i s l a n d was 

more d i s t a n t f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d t h a n i t was i n h i s (Homer's) own 

t i m e s , Homer added a d i s t a n c e many t i m e s as g r e a t as h i s own 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e sake o f t h e f a b u l o u s e l e m e n t . T h i s 

f a b u l o u s e l e m e n t , S t r a b o adds, i s t o l d by Homer, n o t i n 

i g n o r a n c e o f geography, b u t i n o r d e r t o g i v e p l e a s u r e and 

enjoyment. S t r a b o , m o r e o v e r , b e l i e v e d t h a t H e r o d o t u s ' 
( 1 5 ) 

s t a t e m e n t t h a t Egypt was a g i f t o f t h e N i l e , w h i c h Herodotus 

i s b e l i e v e d t o have borrowed f r o m Hecataeus o f M i l e t u s w i t h o u t 
( 1 1 ) S t r a b o , I . 

( 1 2 ) Homer, Od. I V (£), 454-359. 

(13) S t r a b o , 1.2.30. 

( 1 4 ) S t r a b o , 1.2.23, 

( 1 5 ) H d t . n . 5. 
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(16) acknowledgement, t o have been p e r f e c t l y t r u e , and, i n 

Strabo Ts o p i n i o n , even i f t h a t was not of the whole of Egypt, i t 
(17) 

was c e r t a i n l y t r u e of the p a r t embraced by the De l t a . Strabo 

also quoted h i s predecessor Strato's account concerning the 

nature of the Lake Moeris (mod. Karoun) and the region about t h a t 

of Ammon (Quttara Depression and Siwa Oasis) and other p a r t s of 
(18) 

northern and north-eastern Egypt. He s t a t e d c l e a r l y t h a t 

from h i s observations of the s t a t e of Lake Moeris i n the 

A r s i n o i t e nome (mod. El-Fayum) he might surmise t h a t Moeris was 

an open sea i n s i z e and resembled a sea i n c o l o u r, and i t s 

shores, t o o , resembled those of a sea; so t h a t one might make the 

same supposition about t h i s region as about t h a t of Ammon 

(Qattara Depression and Siwa Oasis), t h a t , j u s t as from the 

numerous evidences one might surmise t h a t t h a t temple ( i . e . Ammon) 

had been i n e a r l i e r times s i t u a t e d on the sea, so l i k e w i s e those 

d i s t r i c t s had been i n e a r l i e r times on the sea. And Lower Egypt 

and the p a r t s extending as f a r as Lake Sir b o n i s (Sebkhet 

E l - B a r d a w i l ) , had been sea - t h a t sea having been c o n f l u e n t , 

perhaps w i t h the Red Sea i n the neighbourhood of Heroonopolis (Gulf 

(16) see n.3. p.8 

(17) Strabo, 1.3.4. 

(18) Strabo, 17.1.35. 
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(19) of Suez and the A e l a n i t e s Gulf (Gulf of Aqaba). 

A simxlar opxnxon seems t o have been hel d by Apxon 

of Oasxs and Alexandrxa^*^ who s t a t e d t h a t the Nxle had s x l t e d 

up the lower p a r t of Egypt wxth x t s alluvxum. He also quoted 
(21) 

Herodotus' statement t h a t Lower Egypt (x.e. the D e l t a ) had 

been xn the e a r l i e r txmes a sea, t h a t , according t o Herodotus, 

was very c l e a r from the s h e l l s and f o s s x l s whxch were t o be 
found around Memphis . Thxs was also held by P l i n y , who xn one 

(22) 
passage s t a t e d t h a t the greater p a r t of Egypt was formed 
through the conveyance of s o x l (from Ethxopxa) by the N i l e , I n 

(23) 
another passage P l i n y s t a t e d where he fol l o w e d Juba of 

(24) 

Mauretania t h a t when Homer was wrxtxng even the land x t s e l f 

whxch was by hxs (Plxny*s) txme thought of as Egypt had not 

e x i s t e d as such, w h i l e xn hxs (Plxny*s) txme papyrus grew xn the 
(19) Thxs theory of the confluent seas has been sharply 

c r x t i c x z e d by Dr.Dxcks (Hxpparchus* Geographxcal Fragments, 
pp. 117, 118). 

(20) Apxon of Oasxs and Alexandrxa ( 1 s t C.A.D.) wrote the 
Aegyptiaka : see F. Jacoby, F.G.H. Texl I I I . p.137 

(21) Hdt , xx. 10, 11, 12. 

(22) Plxny, N.H. xx. 201. 

(23) Plxny, o p . c i t . X I I I . 69, 70. 

(24) Juba of Mauretania (C. 50 B.C. - C. A.D. 23). 
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Sebennytxc and S a i t i c Nomes (both bexng i n the Delta) of Egypt, 
the land having been subsequently heaped up by the N i l e . P l i n y , 

then, twice quoted Homer's statement concerning the I s l a n d of 
(25) , Pharos» He also quoted or r a t h e r misquoted Herodotus 
(26) 

account t h a t as there has been (and s t i l l i s ) a g u l f ( t h e 

Red Sea and i t s two g u l f s , the Suez and Aqaba) extending from 

south t o n o r t h , where i s new Egypt there was i n e a r l i e r times 

another g u l f extending from the Mediterranean southwards towards 

E t h i o p i a (Nubia). P l i n y , however, was c r i t i c i z e d by some 

modern commentators f o r h i s m i s t r a n s l a t i n g the t e x t of Herodotus. 

For there i s no mention m Herodotus* account, which we have 

already c i t e d , of any sea covering Arabia, although he r e f e r s t o 

something s i m i l a r when he sta t e s t h a t the Red Sea and the g u l f of 

the Mediterranean which i s now Egypt fo r m e r l y nearly met, i . e . 

the l i n e through which the Suez Canal has been cut was once a 

very narrow neck of land. 

(25) See n.12. p. 9 

(26) Hdtt , l i . 11. 

(27) D.F. Campbell, P l i n y N.H. I I . 201, p.22. (Aberdeen 
U n i v e r s i t y Studies, 118, 1942); Bude ed. of P l i n y ' s 
N.H. I I . 201. pp. 201. pp. 244, 245, f . n . 
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I t was thus w i d e l y believed t h a t Egypt proper ( t h e 

Delta plus the v a l l e y a t l e a s t as f a r as the Thebaid) was once 

under water,, Some believed t h a t even the isthmus between the 

Mediterranean and the Red Sea (or at l e a s t most of i t ) and p a r t 

of the Western Desert ( i n c l u d i n g Siwa Oasis and Qattara 

Depression) were also under the sea. I t was also b e l i e v e d t h a t 

the sea was forced t o withdraw through various causes g i v i n g way 

f o r the c r e a t i o n of new land from the s i l t , which the N i l e brings 

down annually during f l o o d t i m e from E t h i o p i a , 

The vast m a j o r i t y of modern scholars w i t h the 
(28 ) 

exception of a t i n y group , agreed w i t h the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s 
on the broad l i n e s of the theory t h a t p a r t of the land of Egypt 

(29) (30) 
was for m e r l y sea. This theory was held by B a l l , Hurst , 

(28) Rawlinson (The H i s t o r i e s of H o l t . V o l . I I . p.6.n.4, 
p. 12.n.4), who seems t o have doubts about the theory, 
comes t o the conclusion t h a t whatever form the v a l l e y 
may have had i n the e a r l y ages of the w o r l d , i t could 
not have been a g u l f of the sea since Egypt was i n h a b i t e d ; 
Waddell ( H o l t n . note 4 on Ch.10. p.128) quotes A.W. 
Lawrence as saying t h a t the theory i s a mistake. 

(29) J. B a l l , C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the Geography of Egypt, p.31. 
Cairo 1939. B a l l was also quoted by W.B. Fisher, 
The Middle East, A P h y s i c a l , Social and Regional 
Geography, pp. 455-56, London, 1950. 

(30) Hurst, H.E., The N i l e , p. 36 (London 1957, r e v i s e d ed.) 
also quoted by F i s h e r , l o c . c i t . 
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(31) (32) Kees , and Fisher . Fisher summarised the conclusion of 

B a l l , Hurst and others on the N i l e v a l l e y . He suggested t h a t 

i n the Miocene times the Mediterranean (or Tethys) extended as 

f a r i n l a n d as Cairo and Siwa, and a number of small streams 

drained northwards from the A f r i c a n t a b l e l a n d t o t h i s sea. 

Concerning the r e g i o n of Ammon (Qattara Depression and Siwa 
(33) (34) Oasis) Rushdi Said and Fisher suggested t h a t i t was 

formed not by the withdrawal of the sea, as the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s 

b e l i e v e d , but by erosion of the s o f t e r s t r a t a e i t h e r through 

ae o l i a n wind a c t i o n or by the s o l u t i o n of s o l u b l e rock 

measures. 

(31) H. Kees, Ancient Egypt, A C u l t u r a l Topography, p.17 
(London, 1962. Methuen). 

(32) W.B. Fi s h e r , l o c . c i t . 

(33) Rushdi Said, New L i g h t of the O r i g i n of the Quattara 
Depression, B u l l e t i n de l a Societe de Geographie 
D*Egypte, Tome XXX111. p.42. Cairo 1960. 

(34) W.B. Fisher, l o c . c i t . 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER I I 

HOMER ON PHAROS 

I n the course of thxs thesxs d i f f e r e n t c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s were quoted on the statement of Homer on the i s l a n d of 

Pharos. Although we have mentioned p a r t of Homer's statement, 

i t seems appropriate here t o give i t i n f u l l . Homer says^ 1^, 

"There i s an i s l a n d i n the surging sea i n f r o n t of Egypt, and 

men c a l l i t Pharos, d i s t a n t as f a r as a hollow ship runs i n a 

whole day when the s h r i l l wind blows f a r behind i t . Therein i s 

a harbour w i t h good anchorage, whence men launch the shapely 

ships i n t o the sea, when they have drawn supplies of black 

water" : 

r TToVfu) < £6Tc TTo 

V IT T o i l Iff* o 7 T * 

5. G t 6 A 5 t V o 

a<p vtg-a. M € vol SaXX 

(1) Homer, Od. IV. 354-359. 
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Now several of the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s mentioned Homer's 

statement. Homer was h i g h l y regarded by h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s 

and t o most of them a man of much wisdom. His p o s i t i o n i n 

Greece was perhaps much more than t h a t of Shakespeare m 

England. Strabo, f o r instance, who d i d not hide h i s f e e l i n g s , 

showed himself e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y as a staunch admirer of the 

great poet. Strabo, f o r t h i s reason, made himself a defender 

of Homer's views concerning various t o p i c s and subjects against 

those who t r i e d t o prove t h a t poets should not be depended on 

as paragons of t r u t h . One of these opponents of poetry i n the 

c l a s s i c a l w o r l d , P l a t o , d i d not share the views of Strabo and 
(2) 

o t h e r s , who championed the cause of Homer. Plato many times 

t r i e d t o e s t a b l i s h t h a t poets, i n c l u d i n g Homer, do not compose 

t h e i r poetry by s k i l l but by i n s p i r a t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , what they 

compose i s f a r from r e a l i t y and t r u t h . For t h i s reason they 

( t h e poets) should not be taken as a u t h o r i t i e s on such matters 

as h i s t o r y , geography and other p r a c t i c a l matters. 
(3) 

Eratosthenes, according t o Strabo , seems t o be 

c o n t r a d i c t i n g h i m s e l f . For m one place he speaks of poets as 

mere e n t e r t a i n e r s and not i n s t r u c t o r s , and i n another he 

(Eratosthenes) maintains t h a t from the e a r l i e s t times a l l the 

poets have been eager t o d i s p l a y t h e i r knowledge of geography; 

(2) P l a t o , Ion, 533 D. ; P l a t o , Rep. X, 598-601. 

(3) Strabo, I , 2.3. 
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t h a t Homer, f o r instance, made a place i n h i s poems f o r 
everything t h a t he had learned about the Ethiopians and the 
i n h a b i t a n t s of Egypt and Libya, and t h a t he (Homer) has gone 
i n t o superfluous d e t a i l i n h i s account of Greece and the 
neighbouring c o u n t r i e s ; and he adds t h a t Homer never l e t s f a l l 
an i n a p p r o p r i a t e e p i t h e t . 

For Strabo, poets i n c l u d i n g Homer compose t h e i r 

poetry p a r t l y t o i n s t r u c t and p a r t l y t o e n t e r t a i n ; and t h e i r 
(4) (5) 

poetry includes f a c t s and myths. I n Strabo's o p i n i o n 
Homer i s the f i r s t geographer. For assuredly Homer, Strabo 

(6) 

says, has a t t r i b u t e d knowledge t o geography and a l l other 

matters, at l e a s t t o Odysseus, whom he adorns beyond h i s f e l l o w s 

w i t h every k i n d of excellence. Moreover, Strabo adds, not only 

does Homer thus possess wisdom (knowledge) about many matters, 
(7) 

but a l l enlightened men c i t e the poet as a witness whose 

words are t r u e , t o prove t h a t p r a c t i c a l experience of t h i s k i n d 
(4) Surely not a l l the poets are good informers. Some poets, 

f o r i n s t a n c e , d e l i b e r a t e l y and through l a c k of knowledge 
disseminate wrong i n f o r m a t i o n . The Roman poets i n t h e i r 
a t t i t u d e towards the Egyptians cannot be described as 
i m p a r t i a l observers or f a i r conveyers of t r u e f a c t s . 

(5) Strabo, I . 1.10. 

(6) Strabo, I . 2.4. 

(7) Strabo himself i s i n cluded. 
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(8) c o n t r i b u t e s i n the highest degree t o wisdom. Strabo believes 

too t h a t Homer knows and c l e a r l y describes the remote ends of 

the i n h a b i t e d e a r t h and what surrounds i t ; and he i s j u s t as 

f a m i l i a r w i t h the regions of the Mediterranean Sea. Generally 
(9) 

speaking, Strabo concluded , i t i s wrong t o place the poetry 

of Homer on the same l e v e l as t h a t of other poets and t o 

d e c l i n e t o rank him above them i n any respect, and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n the subject of geography e 

To such an e x t e n t , then, Strabo reveres Homer, an 

a t t i t u d e not shared by a l l h i s f e l l o w Greeks as we have already 

n o t i c e d . 

The question which concerns us here i s , how do the 

c l a s s i c a l authors of our own p e r i o d look at Homer's statement on 

the i s l a n d of Pharos ? 

For many a c l a s s i c a l author quotes t h a t statement. 

We ought f o r t h i s purpose t o include A r i s t o t l e whose teaching 

remained i n h i s school. A r i s t o t l e , l i k e the r e s t of the c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s , takes Homer*s statement as evidence t o prove h i s theory 

about the s i l t i n g up of the D e l t a . Thus he t e l l s us: "This has 

been the case w i t h Egypt. Here i t i s obvious t h a t the land i s 

c o n t i n u a l l y g e t t i n g d r i e r and the whole country of Egypt i s c l e a r l y 

(8) Strabo, I . 1.10. 

(9) Strabo, I . 2. 20. 
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a deposit of the N i l e . We can see, however, t h a t a l l the 
mouths of the N i l e , except the one at Canopus, are obviously 
a r t i f i c i a l and formed by the a c t i o n of the N i l e i t s e l f ; and 
Egypt was nothing more than what i s c a l l e d Thebes (@*] ft a < ̂  
(perhaps m the sense of the Thebaid), as H o m e r t o o , 
proves t h i s l a s t p o i n t , though m r e l a t i o n t o such changes he 
i s comparatively modern: f o r Thebes i s the place t h a t he 
mentions, which i m p l i e s t h a t Memphis e i t h e r d i d n ' t yet e x i s t 
or a t any r a t e was not a place of i t s present importance".^ 1 1^ 

We have also mentioned Diodorus Siculus*s 

(12) 
reference t o the Thebaid as being the oldest p o r t i o n of Egypt, 

(13) 
t o the people of Egypt as being the e a r l i e s t of a l l men, 
to the land of Egypt as having f o r m e r l y been sea, and i t s s i l t i n g 

(14) 
up by the a l l u v i u m of the N i l e , and f i n a l l y t o Pharos as 
being, m Diodorus* time, the only good harbour along the 

(15) (16) Egyptian coast of the Mediterranean. Diodorus, f u r t h e r , 

(10) Homer, Od. IV. 354 f f . 

(11) A r i s t o t l e , Meteor. I . x i v . 351b 28 - 352a 3. (Oxford 
T r a n s l a t i o n ) . 

(12) Diod. I . 22. 

(13) Diod. I . 50 

(14) Diod. I I I . 3. (15) Diod. I . 69. (16) Diod. I . 31. 
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st a t e s t h a t many Greeks, despite the ( a l l e g e d ) h o s t i l i t y of the 

Egyptians towards f o r e i g n e r s , v i s i t e d Egypt and Homer was one of 

them. Diodorus t h e r e f o r e implies or seems t o imply t h a t Homer 

was acquainted w i t h Egypt. 

P l i n y , though he comes l a t e r than Strabo, may be 

b r i e f l y discussed here. P l i n y seems t o bel i e v e i n the same 

theory of Homer. P l i n y more than once quotes h i s great Greek 

predecessor's statement. I n one passage, he s t a t e s , "the 

greater p a r t of Egypt was heaped up from the N i l e - the crossing 
(17) 

from the i s l a n d of Pharos t o the coast; i f we b e l i e v e Homer 
i*(18) 

having formerly taken twenty-four hours.' I n another he says, 

"we f i n d i n Homer t h a t the use of w r i t i n g t a b l e t s e x i s t e d even 

before the Trojan p e r i o d , but when Homer was w r i t i n g even the 

land i t s e l f which was thought of i n P l i n y ' s day as Egypt d i d not 

e x i s t as such, w h i l e i n P l i n y ' s time papyrus grew i n the 
(19) 

Sebennytic and S a i t i c nomes of (Lower) Egypt". P l i n y then 

mentions the process of the s i l t i n g up of the land and Homer's 

statement on the i s l a n d of Pharos. 

(17) l o c . c i t . 

(18) P l i n y , N.H. n . 201. 

(19) P l i n y , N.H. x m . 69-70 
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Nowhere were Strabo*s extreme admiration and 

respect of Homer c l e a r e r than i n t r y i n g t o give a p l a u s i b l e 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t o the l a t t e r * s statement regarding the i s l a n d 

of Pharos. Strabo discusses the matter m two passages and 

at l e n g t h 0 I n one passage he s t a t e s "equally u n j u s t i s the 

reproach they cast upon Homer i n the matter of the i s l a n d of 

Pharos, because Homer says t h a t i t i s ' i n the open sea* 

( 7T£>X IA\) ) - as though he s a i d t h i s i n ignorance. 

On the con t r a r y one might use t h a t statement as bearing witness 

t o the f a c t t h a t not one of the t h i n g s which we have j u s t been 

t a l k i n g about regarding Egypt was unknown t o the poet. You 

might convince y o u r s e l f of i t i n the f o l l o w i n g way: Everybody 

who t e l l s the s t o r y of h i s own t r a v e l s i s a braggart; t o t h i s 

class belonged Menelaus, who had ascended the N i l e as f a r as 

E t h i o p i a , and had heard about the inundations of the N i l e and the 

q u a n t i t y of the a l l u v i a l s o i l which the r i v e r deposits upon the 

country, and about the la r g e extent of the t e r r i t o r y o f f i t s 

mouths which the r i v e r had already added t o the con t i n e n t by 
(20) 

s i l t i n g - so t h a t Herodotus was q u i t e r i g h t i n saying t h a t 

the whole of Egypt i s a g i f t of the River N i l e ; and even i f 

t h i s i s not t r u e of the whole of Egypt, i t c e r t a i n l y i s t r u e of 

"7 

(20) Hdt , 1 1 . 5. 
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the p a r t embraced by the De l t a , which i s c a l l e d Lower Egypt; 

and Menelaus was t o l d t h a t the i s l a n d of Pharos had been * i n 

the open sea* i n ancient times; so he f a l s e l y added t h a t i t 

was no longer *m the open sea', However, i t was Homer who 
(21) ,< 

elaborated t h i s s t o r y ',' Strabo f u r t h e r says "the matter 

of the s i l t i n g may be i n f e r r e d not only from the r i s i n g s of 

the r i v e r but also from what Homer says about Pharos. For the 

men who t o l d Homer about Pharos - or r a t h e r , as Strabo would 

say, the common r e p o r t t h a t i t was so and so f a r from the 

mainland - t h i s r e p o r t , he says, would not have got abroad 

f a l s i f i e d t o such an extent as the distance which Homer gi v e s , 

namely, a day's run f o r a ship but as f o r the r i s i n g and 

s i l t i n g , i t 's reasonable t o suppose t h a t the poet learned as 

a matter of common knowledge t h a t they were such and such; and 

concluding from these f a c t s t h a t a t the time of the v i s i t of 

Menelaus the i s l a n d was more d i s t a n t from the mainland than i t 

was i n h i s own times, Homer himself added a distance many times 

as great on h i s own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the sake of the fabulous 

element. Moreover, the fabulous c r e a t i o n s are n o t , he t h i n k s , a 

sig n of ignorance - not even those s t o r i e s about Proteus and 

the Pygmies, nor are the potent e f f e c t s of magic p o t i o n s , nor any 

(21)Strabo, I . 2. 23. 
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other such in v e n t i o n s of the poets; f o r these s t o r i e s are t o l d , 

not i n ignorance of geography, but i n order t o give pleasure 
(22) 

and enjoyment . " Strabo, s t i l l wanting h i s argument t o be 

more convincing, says "how does i t come then t h a t Pharos has 

water, when i t i s w i t h o u t water. Now, m the f i r s t p l ace, i t i s 
(23) 

not impossible t h a t the source of the water has d r i e d up, and, 

i n the second place, Homer does not say t h a t the water came from 

the i s l a n d , but merely t h a t the launching of the ships took 

place thence - on account of the excellence of the harbour, but 

the water i t s e l f may have been drawn from the opposite mainland, 

since, i n a way, the poet by i m p l i c a t i o n confesses t h a t , when he 

applied the term ' i n the open sea* t o Pharos, he d i d not use i t 

i n a l i t e r a l sense, but as an h y p e r b o l i c a l or mythi c a l 

statement". 
(22) Strabo, I . 2.30. 

(23) According t o Strabo (17.1.6) the i s l a n d seems t o have had no 
sources of water or t h a t the sources have d r i e d up. For he 
says t h a t there was an aqueduct which supplied the i s l a n d 
w i t h water from the mainland. The i s l a n d , he adds, was 
i n h a b i t e d but by Strabo*s time i t ceased t o be so f o l l o w i n g 
i t s d e s t r u c t i o n by J u l i u s Caesar. The unknown w r i t e r of the 
*de B e l l o Alexandrmo* t e l l s us i n Ch.5 t h a t there was not 
one n a t u r a l s p r i n g i n the whole c i t y , but l a t e r ( o p . c i t . 8) 
he s t a t e s t h a t Caesar and h i s men fetched water from another 
place i n the v i c i n i t y . This same w r i t e r says t h a t when 
w e l l s were dug, water was discovered. 
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I n summarising the a t t i t u d e s of the c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s towards the statement of Homer on the i s l a n d of 

Pharos thus so f a r discussed, we ought not t o concern 

ourselves here w i t h those who banished the poets and considered 

t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n as unworthy of c o n s i d e r a t i o n and t h e r e f o r e 

cannot be depended on t o give t r u e f a c t s and not j u s t 

f i c t i t i o u s images. A r i s t o t l e and P l i n y , f o r t h e i r p a r t , 

wholeheartedly believed i n the theory which says t h a t a t l e a s t 

the Delta or Lower Egypt was s i l t e d up by the a c t i o n of the 

N i l e . They also seem t o have considered what Homer s a i d 

concerning the i s l a n d of Pharos t r u e and corresponding t o the 

ac t u a l f a c t s as he knew them. At the same time, both took 

Homer's statement as evidence t o support t h e i r arguments, 

wi t h o u t any attempt t o c r i t i c i z e the c r e d i b i l i t y of such a 

statement or even t o compare i t w i t h the t r u e f a c t s of t h e i r own 

times. Moreover, they seem t o corroborate Homer's statement. 

Strabo, on the other hand, i s a b i t d i f f e r e n t from h i s two 

f e l l o w w r i t e r s . Out of h i s reverence t o Homer he endeavours t o 

f i n d a p l a u s i b l e and acceptable i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t o the words of 

Homer, using a l l h i s s k i l l i n t w i s t i n g and q u i b b l i n g w i t h h i s 

w o r t s , Strabo came t o the conclusion t h a t Homer knew a l l about 

Egypt, i n c l u d i n g the distance t h a t separates Pharos from the 

mainland. But i f Homer knew a l l t h a t , why d i d he not say the 

t r u t h or the f a c t s ? Strabo answered by saying t h a t Homer added 
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the fabulous element f o r the sake of entertainment, when he 

gave the distance f a r greater than the a c t u a l f a c t . 

C l a s s i c a l authors a l l , however, seem t o have 

understood Homer's reference t o the word 'Aegyptus* ( /) i-y y7T To J1 ) 

i n connection w i t h the i s l a n d of Pharos, t o mean Egypt i n the 

sense of the sea coast of the country. Now the question i s 

e i t h e r we should d i s c a r d Homer's statement and consider i t as 

an imaginative or fabulous piece of geography, or a mere 

t r a v e l l e r ' s t a l e , thus, agreeing i n t h a t w i t h some modern 
(24) 

s c h o l a r s , or else we t r y t o look somewhere else other than 

Strabo's own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the words of Homer i n order t o 
(25) 

f i n d a s a t i s f a c t o r y basis f o r t h a t statement. We have already 

r e f e r r e d t o what competent modern scholars s a i d concerning the 

question t h a t the whole of Egypt or p a r t of i t was f o r m e r l y under 

sea and we found how the m a j o r i t y of them agreed t h a t the theory 

has a basis of t r u t h . One of these modern sch o l a r s , B a l l , 

s u g g e s t s ^ ^ ^ t h a t the t o t a l r e t r e a t of the coast l i n e r e s u l t i n g 

(24) W.B. Stanford, The Odyssey of Homer, V o l . I , 2nd Ed. p. 278. 
Cm. on l i n e s 355-7 (London, 1961); A. Ernout, P l i n e L*Ancien 
N.H. X I I I . , com. on Ch. 69, n. 4, pp. 92, 93; 
Rawlmson, The H i s t o r i e s of Hdt. V o l . I I , p. 6, n.4. 

(25) p. 23, 24. 

(26) J. B a l l , C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the Geography of Egypt, p. 32. 
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from the 43-metre r i s e of the r e l a t i v e sea l e v e l between l a t e 

S e b i l i a n times and our own day has not been greater than about 

11 kilometres i s , of course, due t o the c o n t i n u a l growth of 

the d e l t a i c deposits by d e p o s i t i o n of s i l t . The eleven 

ki l o m e t r e s mentioned by B a l l , plus the distance between Pharos 

t o the present coast l i n e w i l l not c e r t a i n l y take t h a t long time 

t o cross by s a i l i n g , t h a t i s i f we consider Homer r e f e r r i n g t o 

the c onditions p r e v a i l i n g i n the remote past. 

Homer, when he spoke of Aigyptos { /i *• ̂  W toi" ) 

was p o s s i b l y r e f e r r i n g t o Memphis, which was the c a p i t a l of 
(27) 

Egypt and could be used t o mean the whole of Egypt. For 
(28) 

among the Romans e s p e c i a l l y we f i n d t h a t they r e f e r t o 

Memphis when they a c t u a l l y mean the whole country of Egypt. Even 

today, we say London when we mean the U.K., or Cairo i n the sense 

of Egypt, Or perhaps Homer meant by Aigyptos ( ^) i v TrT oS' ) 

Memphis. For Memphis was c a l l e d 'Hikuptah* ( i . e . The House of 

the Soul of Ptah) by the ancient Egyptians. According t o a 

(27) D i c t i o n a r y of Egyptian C i v i l i z a t i o n , ed. Posener, p.75, 
s.v. Egypt. 

(28) see M« Annaeus Lucanus (Lucan) The C i v i l War , V I I I , 
543-544; Horace Odes. I I I . x x v i . 10 ; P r o p e r t i u s Elegies, 
I I I . x i . 34 ; 
H. Kees, Ancient Egypt, A C u l t u r a l Topography, p. 157. 
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(29) p l a u s i b l e theory the Greeks took the name *Aigyptos* 
•> 

( M V 17 To? ) from t h i s word ( i . e . Hikuptah) extending the 

name of the most important p a r t on the N i l e t o cover the whole 

kingdom as f a r as the 1st Cataract. There i s a s i m i l a r 

p a r a l l e l a t the present time, i n t h a t people from the provinces 

say t h a t they are going t o Misr (Arabic f o r Egypt) when they i n 

f a c t mean Al-Kahira (Arabic f o r C a i r o ) . I n a l l cases i f Homer 

meant by Egypt Memphis or v i c e versa, h i s estimate of the 
d u r a t i o n of the journey from Pharos t o Memphis i s not f a r from 

(30) 

c o r r e c t . But some modern scholars do not agree w i t h the idea 

t h a t Homer means by Aigyptos the coast l i n e of Egypt or Memphis, 

but the N i l e or r a t h e r i t s western-most branch, the Canopic. 

The distance between the Pharos and the Canopic mouth was 

c e r t a i n l y s h o r t e r than the distance of Homer. I f Homer meant by 

Egypt the main channel of the N i l e where i t s p l i t s i n t o several 

branches, he could be p o s s i b l y c o r r e c t . The f i n a l judgement, 

however, remains w i t h Homer h i m s e l f . 

(29) A D i c t i o n a r y of Egyptian C i v i l i z a t i o n , l o c . c i t ; 
H, Kees, l o c . c i t ; J.M. White, Everyday L i f e i n Ancient 
Egypt, p.33. 

(30) Stanford, l o c . c i t ; Rawlmson, l o c . c i t . 
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CHAPTER I I I 

SURFACE RELIEF 

According t o the c l a s s x c a l authors Egypt was 

regarded as d i v i d e d i n t o two major regions, the h a b i t a b l e and 

c u l t i v a b l e area, which included the Delta and the v a l l e y ; and 

the desert r e g i o n , which included Western and Eastern Deserts, 

c a l l e d by the c l a s s i c a l authors the Libyan and Arabian 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ; the Eastern or Arabian Desert included Sinai.^"*"^ 

The former region was f e r t i l e , p roductive and i n h a b i t e d , whereas 
(2) 

the l a t t e r was mainly a r i d , barren and l a r g e l y u ninhabited. 

The V a l l e y and The De l t a . 

I n the former pages we have touched on the v a l l e y 

and the d e l t a . I t remained t o be s a i d , however, t h a t the 
(3) 

c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s almost w i t h o u t d i s t i n c t i o n who had w r i t t e n 

on Egypt, p a r t i c u l a r l y the Greeks from Homer down t o Strabo, were 

amazed by the f a c t t h a t the land of Egypt was n i c e l y shaped, 

f e r t i l e , p r o d u c t i v e , both i n men, animals and other t h i n g s , 

e s p e c i a l l y when they compared i t w i t h the c o n d i t i o n s of t h e i r own 
+ (4) country. 

(1) Diod. I . 30 ; Strabo, 1.2.25j 17.1.4. 5. 

(2) Strabo, 17.1.4. 

(3) See, f o r instance, Diod. l o c . i t . ; Pomponius Mela, o p . c i t . 
I . l x . 49. 

(4) See Strabo, 17.1.6. 

http://loc.it
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This habxtable and arable land of Egypt was s a i d 

by the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s t o be confined by two ranges of h i l l y 

d e s e r t s , t o which we r e f e r r e d above. The c r e a t i o n and the 

formation of t h i s p a r t of the country was also a matter of 

comment as we mentioned e a r l i e r m t h i s chapter. I n a l l cases, 

the N i l e , according t o the c l a s s i c a l authors, formed and shaped 

the land. For i t runs from south t o n o r t h . As soon as i t 

leaves E t h i o p i a (Nubia) i t enters Egypt at the c a t a r a c t above 

Syene and Elephantine. From there t o the apex of the d e l t a i t 

runs m a s i n g l e channel, except where some i s l a n d i n t e r v e n e s , 

of which the most noteworthy i s t h a t which comprises the 

Heracleotic Nome, or except where the r i v e r i s d i v e r t e d t o a 

greater extent than usual by a canal i n t o a l a r g e lake or a 

t e r r i t o r y which i t can water, as f o r instance i n the case of the 

c a n a l w h i c h waters the A s i n o i t e Nome (mod. Fayum) and Lake 

Moeris (mod. Karoun) and of those which spread over Lake 

Mareotis (now M a r i o u t ) , Strangely enough, Strabo wrongly 

described t h i s s i n g l e channel as a s t r a i g h t l i n e . For although 
(7) 

he described the great bend, which he r i g h t l y described as 

s i m i l a r m shape t o the l e t t e r *N* i n reverse, and which according 

t o him was s i t u a t e d m E t h i o p i a , t h a t i s outside Egypt, he 

(5) This canal i s c a l l e d now "Bahr Yousef" and i t takes o f f at 
Dayrout n o r t h of Asiout i n Upper Egypt. 

(6) Strabo, 17.1.3, 4. (7) Strabo, 17.1.2. 
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seemed t o have not observed the great bend near Kena i n Upper 
(8) 

Egypt, I r o n i c a l l y enough, as B a l l maintained, t h i s bend was 

not mentioned by any of the c l a s s i c a l geographers; and indeed 

the t r u e course of the N i l e i n t h a t p a r t of Egypt was not 

known w i t h accuracy u n t i l near the end of the l a s t century, f o r 

owing t o an assumed l a t i t u d e at Hiw being mistaken by the 

Napoleonic cartographers f o r an observed one, the bend was 

i n c o r r e c t l y represented on the great French map of the country 

published i n 1818. Diodorus d i d no b e t t e r than the more 
(9) 

accurate geographer Strabo. Diodorus s t a t e d "where the N i l e 

enters Egypt, i t flows not i n a s t r a i g h t course, but m 

windings of every s o r t ; f o r i t t w i s t s now towards the east, now 

towards the west, and a t times even towards the south, t u r n i n g 

e n t i r e l y back upon i t s e l f " . Thus Diodorus* statement was i n 

d i r e c t c o n t r a d i c t i o n t o t h a t of Strabo's. I n d e s c r i b i n g the 

course of the N i l e i n Egypt l i k e t h a t , Diodorus i s not c o r r e c t 

e i t h e r . No winding of such a k i n d d i d e x i s t i n ancient times nor 
A 

I 
indeed i n our own times. His d e s c r p t i o n d i d not even 

k 
correspond t o the bend of Kena; i t could only correspond t o the 

windings of E t h i o p i a (Nubia), which he described i n another 

p a s s a g e . T h e s e bends were ascribed by D i o d o r u s a n d (8) B a l l , J., o p . c i t . p.57, n.+. (9) Diod. I . 32 

(10)Diod. l o c . c i t . (11) Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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(12) i m p l i c i t l y by Strabo t o the c a t a r a c t s , which were brows of 

rocks o b s t r u c t i n g the course of the N i l e i n E t h i o p i a (Nubia) 

and the region above Syene (Aswan) i n Egypt. According t o 
(13) 

Diodorus, there were several ca t a r a c t s across the course of 

the N i l e , one of which was s i t u a t e d on the borders of E t h i o p i a 

(Nubia) and Egypt, and was regarded by Diodorus, as the l a r g e s t 

c a t a r a c t ( 0 (U&yc6-ra>^ ^<t7«f»«fcT5jc). Strabo, w h i l e 

agreeing w i t h h i s predecessor Diodorus on the s i t e of t h a t 

c a t a r a c t , d i f f e r e d w i t h him on i t s s i z e , f o r he c a l l e d i t the 

small c a t a r a c t ( o ^ t k p o f f C i T a ^ ^ T ^ y ) „ These ca t a r a c t s were 
(15) (16) also b r i e f l y mentioned by Cicero, Pomponius Mela , 

(17) (18) P l i n y and Lucan. The c a t a r a c t mentioned by Diodorus 

and Strabo as s i t u a t e d on the borders of Egypt and E t h i o p i a , i s 

now l a r g e l y a long way o f f the borders. That c a t a r a c t (Arabic 

" S h a l l a l " ) i s now known as the " F i r s t Cataract". Strabo also 

(12) Strabo, 17.1.2. 

(13) Diod, l o c . c i t . 

(14) Strabo, 17.1.2., 3, 49. 

(15) Cicero, De Re P u b l i c a , IV. x v i n . 19. 

(16) Pomponius Mela, o p . c i t . Bk. I . I X . 51. 

(17) P l i n y , N.H. v. 54. 

(18) Lucan, o p . c i t . X. 311-331. 
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observed t h a t there was an exceedingly l e v e l p l a i n between 

Syene (Aswan) and P h i l a e . This statement of Strabo may be 

t r u e during h i s t i m e , but i t must be known t h a t a l l the arable 

land beyond Aswan and w i t h i n the Egyptian present t e r r i t o r y 

have been completely and permanently submerged under the waters 

of the N i l e f o l l o w i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Aswan Dam at the 

beginning of t h i s century. 

The f l o w of the N i l e i n t o Egypt from where i t 

passes the F i r s t Cataract t o the Mediterranean was, according 
(2( 

t o some c l a s s i c a l authors, unobstructed, smooth and navigable. 

To some extent t h i s statement i s c o r r e c t , but one must remember 

t h a t during f l o o d time the N i l e grows t u r b u l e n t , r a p i d and 

di s t u r b e d . 

When i t reaches the De l t a , t o which we r e f e r r e d 

b efore, the N i l e s p l i t s and empties i t s waters i n t o the 

Mediterranean from several o u t l e t s ( 6"Te^a.T ><• ) . The 

number of the N i l e ' s branches or mouths d i f f e r s from one author 

t o another, but from the w r i t i n g s of those who wrote during the 

1st century B.C. and the 1st century A.D. the N i l e seems t o have 

(19) Strabo, 17.1.50. 

(20) Diodorus, I . 32, 34; Strabo, 17.1.4; Pomponius Mela, 
o p . c i t . I . i x . 51, 
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(21) discharged i t s waters from seven mouths. Diodorus and 

Strabo s t a t e d t h a t besides these seven n a t u r a l and noteworthy 

mouths, there were others, which were a r t i f i c i a l , i n other 

words were dug by the hand of man, and were unimportant. 

P l i n y , however, gave the number as s i x t e e n , of which four were 

c a l l e d a r t i f i c i a l ( f a l s a ora) by the Egyptians, the other 

twelve were c a l l e d a f t e r towns i n the D e l t a . P l i n y s a i d only 

seven were noteworthy. 

The f o l l o w i n g are the names of the seven n a t u r a l , 
(22) 

or - according t o P l i n y the best known mouths from west 

t o east . -
(23) 

a) Diodorus 

1. Canobic 4. P h a t n i t i c 7. Pelusiac 

2. B o l b i t i n e 5. Mendesian 

3. Sebennytic 6. T a n i t i c 

(21) Diodorus I . 33; Strabo, 17.1.18; Ovid, Metam I . 324; I I . 
255; V. 187; IX. 774; XV. 753; P r o p e r t i u s , Elegies. 
I I . I . 3 2 ; Pomponius Mela, o p . c i t . I . I X . 51; V i r g i l , 
Georgics, I V , 792; Aeneid, v i . 800. 

(22) P l i n y , N.H. V. 64. 

(23) Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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1. Canobic 

2. Bolbxtine 

3. Sebennytic 

4. P h a t n i t i c 

5. Mendesxan 

6. Tanitxc 

7. Pelusxac 

c) Pomponius Mela: (25) 

1. Canopic 

2. B o l b i t i c 

3. Sebennytxc 

4. Phatmxtic 

5. Mendesxan 

6. Catoptystxc 

7. Pelusiac 

d) Plxny (26) 

1. Canopxc 

2. Bolbxtxne 

3. Sebennytxc 

4. Phatnxtxc 

5. Mendesxc 

6. Tanxtxc 

7. Pelusiac 

(24) Strabo, l o c . c x t . 

(25) Pomponxus Mela, l o c . c x t . 

(26) Plxny, l o c . c x t . 
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Diodorus (27) and Strabo (28) also noted t h a t the 

Canobic mouth was c a l l e d by some "Heracleotic". P l i n y , 

besides h i s above-given l i s t , s a i d t h a t there was another 

mouth next t o the Canppic and i t was mentioned instead of i t ; 

and i t was c a l l e d Naucratic, a f t e r the town of Naucratis, or 

Her a c l e o t i c . 

mouth was the t h i r d l a r g e s t a f t e r the Canobic and the 

Pelusiac. I t i s also n o t i c e a b l e t h a t , i n t h e i r s p e l l i n g of 

the Canobic mouth, Pomponius Mela and P l i n y d i f f e r e d from 

Diodorus and Strabo. Pomponius Mela i s also observed t o have 

s p e l t the name of the P h a t n i t i c mouth d i f f e r e n t l y from the 

othe r s , and t o have given the name " C a t a p t y s t i c " t o the mouth 

c a l l e d by the others " T a n i t i c " . B a l l , q u i t e p l a u s i b l y , 
( 31) 

suggests t h a t the name "C a t a p t y s t i c " , which means 

" c a t a s t r o p i c " or "abhorrent", might have been given t o t h a t 

branch i n Pomponius Mela's time because of some d i s a s t e r i n 

i t s waters. 

(27) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(28) Strabo. 17.1.4. 

(29) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(30) Strabo, 17.1.18. (31) J . B a l l , o p . c i t . p.71. n.+. 

Strabo also observed (30) t h a t the P h a t n i t i c 
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The arable and h a b i t a b l e p a r t of Egypt, according 

t o the c l a s s i c a l authors, c o n s t i t u t e s mainly of the Delta and 

v a l l e y . This r e g i o n , they s a i d , was created and shaped by the 

a c t i o n of the N i l e . I t was f o r t h a t reason t h a t i t was c a l l e d 
(32) 

the g i f t of the N i l e , and was regarded, as we mentioned before 

a r i v e r - l a n d (.TfoTaptLI. ) , as i t was g r a d u a l l y s i l t e d up by the 

a l l u v i u m which the N i l e c a r r i e d down annually from E t h i o p i a . 

According t o D i o d o r u s ^ ^ and S t r a b o ^ ^ the whole 

land ( i . e . the arable land) submerges under the water of the N i l e 

when i t r i s e s t o overflow i t ; f o r the land i s a low and a l e v e l 

p l a i n , w i t h the town, v i l l a g e s and other settlements being b u i l t 
on high ground, appearing above water l e v e l l i k e i s l a n d s . 

(35) 

P l i n y seems t o have s t a t e d the same idea. 

We have already given the e x c e l l e n t d e s c r i p t i o n of 

the shape of the v a l l e y and the Delta as given by the great 

geographer, Strabo. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , however, t o n o t i c e t h a t 

the Delta was the reg i o n which was admired and we l l - d e s c r i b e d by 

most of the c l a s s i c a l authors, Greek and Roman a l i k e . Was i t 

perhaps t h a t i t was i n the Delta t h a t most of the Greeks and, t o a 

(32) See p. 8 f f . (33) Diod. I . 36 and 38. 

(34) Strabo, 1. 25; 17.1.4. 

(35) P l i n y , N.H. V. 54. 
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les s e r e x t e n t , the Romans, lxved and worked, almost xn the 

same way as to-day ? Was x t because xn the Delta t h a t one of 
s 

t h e x r f i r s t and best-known settlement, I mean Naucratxs, was c 
b u i l t ? I t xs no doubt t h a t the Delta xs the f x r s t regxon xn 

Egypt t h a t forexgners, lxk e Greeks, come across when they 

vxsxt the country. The De l t a , moreover, was, as some c l a s s i c a l 
(36) 

authors have r x g h t l y s t a t e d , navxgable, as x t was 

xntersected not only by n a t u r a l and a r t x f x c x a l o u t l e t s of the 

Nxle but also by several other canals. I t xs f o r t h i s reason, 

besxde the f a c t t h a t many Greeks ( l x k e to-day) xnhabxted the 

De l t a , t h a t some cla s s x c a l authors were able quxte e a s i l y t o 

to u r x t b i t by hxt and to observe x t s varxous aspects on the spot. 

"The D e l t a " , Dxodorus s t a t e d , "xs much lxke 

Sxcxly (Dxodorus* own homeland) i n shape, and xts sides are 

each seven hundred and f x f t y stadxa long and xts base, where x t 

xs washed by the sea, t h x r t e e n hundred s t a d i a . Thxs xsland xs 

xntersected by many a r t x f x c x a l canals and xncludes the f a x r e s t 

land xn Egypt. For sxnce x t xs a l l u v i a l s o x l and w e l l watered, 

x t produces many crops of every kxnd, xn as much as the r i v e r 

by i t s annual rxse r e g u l a r l y deposxts on x t f r e s h slxme, and the 

xnhabxtants easxly xrrxgate xts whole area by means of a 

(36) Dxod. I . 33; Strabo, 17.1.4. 
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contrivance which was invented by Archimedes of Syracuse and i s 

c a l l e d a f t e r i t s shape, a screw ( i<o y£\ )".^37^ 

One t h i n g i s a l i t t l e obscure i n Diodorus* 

statement quoted above, t h a t i s the use of the Archmedian screw 

t o i r r i g a t e the land of the De l t a . I n h i s book Diodorus, l i k e 

Strabo and P l i n y , t e l l s us of the complete inundation of the 

Delta and the v a l l e y by the water of the N i l e . We know from the 

c l a s s i c a l authors as w e l l as from the personal observation of the 

present w r i t e r t h a t when the land i s inundated and as soon as 

the water of the N i l e has receded, the peasants go around t h e i r 

f i e l d s and sow t h e i r seeds, w i t h no need f o r f u r t h e r i r r i g a t i o n . 

Strabo, as we observed, made i t c l e a r t h a t the land of the Delta 

and the v a l l e y was i r r i g a t e d annually by the N i l e . E i t h e r 

Diodorus i s c o n t r a d i c t i n g h i m s e l f , as he sometimes does, or he 

might have witnessed the peasants i r r i g a t i n g t h e i r f i e l d s which 

were s i t u a t e d on higher ground i n the manner he described. The 

method of a r t i f i c i a l i r r i g a t i o n was perhaps t r u e of Egypt south 

of the Delta and other high grounds i n some pa r t s of the Delta 

i t s e l f . 

Strabo was not less b r i l l i a n t and minute i n h i s 
\ t 

d e s c r p t i o n of the land; t o h i s d e s c r p t i o n we r e f e r r e d i n various 

(37) Diod. I . 34 
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pages of thxs chapter. But Strabo was not only impressed by 
(38) 

the f e r t i l i t y and the wealth of the De l t a , but also by the 

f e r t i l i t y and abundance of the A r s i n o i t e Nome (now Payum) 

which was mainly i n h a b i t e d and owned by many of h i s own race, 

since the e a r l y days of the Ptolemaic Dynasty. 

The f e r t i l i z a t i o n of the land by the slime of the 

N i l e , the f e r t i l i t y o f the la n d , and i t s abundance and 

f e c u n d i t y , were also mentioned b r i e f l y by V i r g i l , who s t a t e d 

t h a t the N i l e f e r t i l i z e s green Egypt w i t h black sand ( v i r i d e m 
(39) 

Aegyptum n i g r a fecundat harena ) , and t h a t the N i l e w i t h i t s 
f e r t i l i z i n g water ( l i t . stream) flows again m the f i e l d s 
( p i n g u i flumine N i l u s cum r e f l u i t c a m p i s ^ * ^ ) ; by Pomponius 

(41) 

Mela who maintained t h a t Egypt i s a land devoid of r a i n but 

st r a n g e l y f e r t i l e and very generative m mankind and productive 

m other animals ( t e r r a expers imbrium mire tamen f e r t i l i s e t 

hominum aliorumque animallum perfecunda g e n e r a t r i x ) and t h a t the 

N i l e a f f e c t s i t ( N i l u s e f f i c i t ) ; by the author of the book 
(42) 

e n t i t l e d De B e l l o Alexandrxno which came down t o us among 

(39) V i r g i l , Georgics, I V . 291. 

(40) V i r g i l , Aeneid, . i x . 31, 32. 

(41) Pomponius Mela, o p . c i t . , I . i x . 49. 

(42) I n c e r t u s auctor, De B e l l o Alexandrmo, 27. 
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J u l i u s Caesar's works, who s a i d t h a t the Delta which was 

s i t u a t e d not so very f a r away from Alexandri a , was perhaps the 

most e x c e l l e n t ( n o b i l i s s i m a ) spot i n those regions; and by 
(43) 

P l i n y who, apart from what was mentioned before concerning 

the land of Egypt, s t a t e d t h a t when the N i l e r i s e s , i t roams 

abroad over the whole of Egypt and inundates the land w i t h a 

f e r t i l i z i n g f l o o d . 

The Desert, 

The arable p a r t , which c o n s t i t u t e d a very small 

f r a c t i o n ( i n a c t u a l f a c t 3%) of the t o t a l area of Egypt, was 
(44) 

bounded by vast desert regions. These deserts extended 
(45) 

from E t h i o p i a down t o the Mediterranean, 

On the western side of the v a l l e y and the Delta 

was s i t u a t e d a s t r e t c h of desert land c a l l e d by the c l a s s i c a l 

authors the Libyan (Western) Desert, and on the east was 

s i t u a t e d the Arabian (Eastern) Desert, 

(43) P l i n y , V. 54, 

(44) Strabo, 1.2.25; 17.1.4. 

(45) I b i d . Diod. l . 29 

(46) Diod. l o c . c i t ; Strabo, l o c . c i t . 
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The Western or Libyan Desert was described by 
(47) Diodorus as f u l l of w i l d beasts and extending along the 

border of Egypt f o r a long d i s t a n c e , and t h a t , by reason of 

i t s l a c k of r a i n and want of every k i n d of food, i t makes the 

passage through i t not only toilsome but even h i g h l y dangerous. 

The i m p a s s i b i l i t y of the Western Desert was l a t e r recorded by 

Strabo t who mentioned the f a t e of a c e r t a i n Persian king 

who wanted t o reach Ammon through the desert w i t h a huge army, 

but t h a t he and h i s army perished w i t h o u t t r a c e . The Western 

Desert, however, was not e n t i r e l y w i t h o u t human l i f e or 

v e g e t a t i o n as Diodorus seems t o have b e l i e v e d . For the Western 

Desert contained a number of Oases as we are going t o see l a t e r . 
(49) 

Strabo also recorded the f a c t t h a t Egypt proper was 
surrounded on both sides by the Arabian (Eastern) and Libyan 

(Western) Deserts, and t h a t the l a t t e r was a l a r g e de s e r t . He 
(51) 

f u r t h e r described the Libyan (Western) Desert as waterless apart 

from the oases. P l i n y d i d not mention the w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 

(47) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(48) Strabo, 17.1.54. 

(49) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 

(50) Strabo, 17.1.5. 

(51) Strabo, n . 5.33. 
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f a c t t h a t Egypt was su r r o u n d e d by d e s e r t l a n d , b u t he was 
( 5 2 ) 

c o n t e n t t o say t h a t a t t h e town o f Lycon ( i . e . t h e town 

o f w o l v e s , mod. A s i o u t ) , t h e Thebaxd P r o v i n c e o r Nome was 

bounded by a mo u n t a i n range ( i . e . t h e Western o r L i b y a n 
( 5 3 ) 

D e s e r t ) ; t h o u g h l a t e r on he t o l d us t h a t s a l t was f o u n d 

as f a r as t h e O r a c l e o f Hammon (Amnion, i n Siwa O a s i s ) t h r o u g h 

t h e p a r c h e d d e s e r t s o f A f r i c a . L u c a n , ^ 4 ^ t o o , mentioned t h e 

Western o r L i b y a n d e s e r t , b u t t h e manner he d e s c r i b e d i t i s 

h i g h l y s e n s a t i o n a l and i s t h e r e f o r e n e i t h e r w o r t h y o f 

c r e d i b i l i t y n o r can be t a k e n as a s c i e n t i f i c e v i d e n c e . 

The Western o r L i b y a n D e s e r t as a m a t t e r o f f a c t 

was n o t e n t i r e l y a r i d , i n h o s p i t a b l e , r a i n l e s s and w i t h o u t ground 

w a t e r . For i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h a t d e s e r t and w i t h i n t h e 

t e r r i t o r y o f Egypt many an o a s i s was and s t i l l i s f o u n d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t was m S t r a b o t h a t we f i n d t h e f i r s t d e f i n i t e 

m e n t i o n o f t h e s e oases. S t r a b o was t o l d by Gnaeus P i s o , who was 

once t h e P r e f e c t o f Egypt, t h a t t h e y resembled t h e s p o t s on a 
, ( 5 5 ) 

l e o p a r d s s k i n o r i s l a n d s i n t h e open sea. He f u r t h e r added 

t h a t t h e y were s u r r o u n d e d by waterless'a.nd d e s e r t l a n d . ^ ^ 
( 5 2 ) P l i n y , V. 6 1 . ( 5 3 ) P l i n y , N.H. XXXI, 74. 

( 5 4 ) Lucan, o p . c i t . X. 311-331. 

( 5 5 ) S t r a b o , 2.5.33. ( 5 6 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.5. 



The E g y p t i a n s , he saxd, c a l l e d such i n h a b i t e d p l a c e s "aoses" 

( f\ U & 6 6 ( 9 ) ^ 5 7 \ i . e . Oases. ̂ 5 8 ^ There was, a c c o r d i n g t o 

( 5 9 ) 

S t r a b o , many an o a s i s i n L i b y a ( A f r i c a ) and t h r e e were 

s i t u a t e d c l o s e t o Egypt ( i . e . t o Egypt p r o p e r . The V a l l e y and 

t h e D e l t a ) and were c l a s s e d as s u b j e c t t o i t . He p l a c e d 

t h e f i r s t o a s i s (mod. e l - K h a r g a ) as o p p o s i t e Abydos (mod. 

e l - A r a b a el-Madfouna near e l - B a l y a n a ) ; and t h a t i t was seven 

days* j o u r n e y d i s t a n t f r o m Abydos t h r o u g h a d e s e r t ; and i t was 

a s e t t l e m e n t w h i c h abounded i n w a t e r and w i n e , and was 

s u f f i c i e n t l y s u p p l i e d w i t h o t h e r t h i n g s . The second o a s i s (mod. 

e l - B a h a n y a ) was t h a t i n t h e neighbourhood o f t h e Lake M o e r i s 

(mod. K a r o u n ) ; and t h e t h i r d (mod. Siwa) was t h a t i n t h e 

nei g h b o u r h o o d o f t h e o r a c l e i n Ammon; and t h e s e , a l s o , S t r a b o 
( 6 1 ) 

m a i n t a i n e d , were n o t e w o r t h y s e t t l e m e n t s . S t r a b o a l s o r e c o r d e d 

t h e w e l l - k n o w n j o u r n e y o f A l e x a n d e r t h e Great i n w h i c h he 

f o l l o w e d t h e sea r o u t e f r o m A l e x a n d r i a t o Pa r a e t o n i u m (mod. 

Marsa Matrouh) and f r o m t h e r e he went t o v i s i t t h e renowned o r a c l e 

( 5 7 ) N o t i c e t h e r e m a r k a b l e resemblance between t h e word (/) i/atfeu" ) 
and t h e A r a b i c ^-'^>'->» Wahat, ov>\^ Wahah. 

( 5 8 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.5. ( 5 9 ) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 

( 6 0 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.42. (61) S t r a b o , 17.1.43 
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o f Ammon, w h i c h S t r a b o observed was f o r m e r l y h e l d i n g r e a t 

esteem b u t , i n S t r a b o * s t i m e , i t was n e a r l y d e s e r t e d . The 
(62 ) 

Oases were a l s o m entioned by P l i n y a l t h o u g h w i t h no 

d e t a i l l i k e S t r a b o . P l i n y mentioned among t h e nomes o f Egypt 

i n h i s t i m e , two O a s i t e nomes w h i c h , he s a i d , were s i t u a t e d 

on t h e A f r i c a n ( W e s t e r n ) s i d e o f Egypt a d j a c e n t t o t h e Memphite 

and A r s i n o i t e (Fayum) nomes. These two O a s i t e nomes were a l s o 

m e ntioned by t h e geographer Ptolemy about one c e n t u r y a f t e r 
/ go \ 

P l i n y , and were i d e n t i f i e d by B a l l as e l - K h a r g a and 

e l - B a h a r i y a Oases, Of t h e s e o n l y t h e l a t t e r i s r e a l l y 

a d j a c e n t t o t h e A r s i n o i t e nome. 

The E a s t e r n o r A r a b i a n D e s e r t and t h e S i n a i 

P e n i n s u l a were a l s o d e s c r i b e d h e r e and t h e r e by v a r i o u s c l a s s i c a l 

a u t h o r s . They were d e s c r i b e d by Diodorus who s t a t e d , i n one 
(64) 

passage, t h a t t h e N i l e made i t s way a l o n g t h e d e s e r t , w h i c h 

d i v i d e d S y r i a and E g y p t , w h i c h was t h e b e s t s a t r a p y o f a l l and 

one t h a t had g r e a t r e v e n u e s . That s t a t e m e n t i n p a r t i c u l a r does 

n o t amount t o a s e r i o u s and s c i e n t i f i c e v i d e n c e t o p r o v e t h a t 

between Egypt and S y r i a t h e r e e x i s t e d a wide s t r e t c h o f d e s e r t , 

namely t h e E a s t e r n D e s e r t and t h e S i n a i P e n i n s u l a . He^**^ 
(6 2 ) P l i n y , v. 50. ( 6 3 ) J . B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 123 

( 6 4 ) D i o d . X V I I I . 6. ( 6 5 ) D i o d . I . 57. 
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f u r t h e r m e ntioned t h a t t h e r e g i o n between P e l u s i u m and Memphis 
f n /? \ 

was d e s e r t . But Diodorus had a l r e a d y t o l d us e a r l i e r t h a t 

Egypt was p r o t e c t e d on t h e e a s t p a r t l y by t h e r i v e r ( i . e . by 

t h e branches and c a n a l s ) and p a r t l y by t h e d e s e r t and a swampy 

f l a t c a l l e d B a r a t h r a ( p i t s ) . F o r , he added, between C o e l e - S y r i a 

( P a l e s t i n e ) and Egypt t h e r e l a y a l a k e (Lake S i r b o n i s , mod. 

Sabhket e l - B a r d a w i l ) , q u i t e n a r r o w , b u t m a r v e l l o u s l y deep. I t 

was su r r o u n d e d on a l l s i d e s by g r e a t dunes, when t h e r e were 

c o n s t a n t s o u t h winds g r e a t q u a n t i t i e s o f sand were s t r e w n o v e r i t . 

They were a l s o d e s c r i b e d by S t r a b o , who had spoken 
(67) 

e a r l i e r on t h e d e s e r t r e g i o n s o f Egypt i n c l u d i n g t h e E a s t e r n 

o r A r a b i a n D e s e r t . We have a l s o r e f e r r e d ^ ^ ^ o the d i s c u s s i o n o f 

S t r a b o about t h e i s t h m u s between t h e Red Sea and t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 
( 6 9 ) 

S t r a b o a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h e B a r a t h r a , w h i c h , he s a i d , was 

s i t u a t e d around P e l u s i u m ( T e l l - e l - F a r a m a ) . Speaking about t h e 

r e g i o n between P e l u s i u m and t h e Red Sea, S t r a b o s a i d , ^ * ^ "Here, 

t o o , Egypt was d i f f i c u l t t o e n t e r . The c o u n t r y between t h e N i l e 

and t h e A r a b i a n G u l f ( t h e Red Sea) was A r a b i a ( P e t r a e a ) , and a t 

i t s e x t r e m i t y was s i t u a t e d P elusium; b u t t h e whole o f i t was 
( 6 6 ) p. 5. 

( 6 8 ) pp. 4, 10. 

( 7 0 ) I b i d . 

( 6 7 ) p. 6. 

( 6 9 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.4. 
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d e s e r t , and i m p a s s i b l e f o r an army. The E a s t e r n o r A r a b i a n 
( 7 1 ) D e s e r t was a l s o mentioned i n t h e s e n s a t i o n a l p o e t r y o f Lucan. 

( 7 2 ) ( 7 3 ) S t r a b o and P l i n y a l s o d e s c r i b e d t h e t r a c k o r i s t h m u s 

a l o n g w h i c h t h e famous t r a d e r o u t e between t h e v a l l e y a t Coptos 

( Q i f t ) and t h e Red Sea ( t o B e r e n i c e and Myos Hotmos) was b u i l t 

t h r o u g h t h e d e s e r t . I n t h a t r e g i o n no ground w a t e r was t o be 

f o u n d , and r a i n was so s c a r c e t h a t t h e y b u i l t c i s t e r n s f o r i t and 
( 7 4 ) 

i t had n o t h i n g g r o w i n g t h e r e . P l i n y a l s o d e s c r i b e d t h e 

S i n a i P e n i n s u l a and t h e i s t h m u s between t h e Red Sea and t h e 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n , and he mentioned t h a t t h e r e e x i s t e d i n h i s t i m e 

t h r e e ( t r a d e ) r o u t e s c o n n e c t i n g t h e two seas, o r t h e two w o r l d s 

East and West. The r e g i o n , one u n d e r s t a n d s f r o m P l i n y , was m o s t l y 

o f a sandy n a t u r e , so t h a t t o f i n d one's way one had t o f o l l o w 

a l i n e o f r e e d f i x e d i n t h e sand. 

Besides t h e p h y s i c a l f e a t u r e s we d e s c r i b e d above, 

t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s mentioned a number o f l a k e s , marshes and 

l a g o o n s . We have a l r e a d y mentioned Lake M o e r i s ( K a r u n ) . I t was 
( 7 5 ) 

d e s c r i b e d by D i o d o r u s who s t a t e d t h a t i t was e x c a v a t e d by 

K i n g M o e r i s , a f t e r whom i t was c a l l e d , t e n s c h o e n i ( i . e . ropes » 

75 m i l e s ) above Memphis. There was a c a n a l l e a d i n g f r o m t h e 

( 7 1 ) Lucan, o p . c i t . X. 311-331. 

( 7 3 ) P l i n y , N.H. V I . 101-104. 

( 7 5 ) D i o d . I . 5 1 , 52. 

( 7 2 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.45. 

( 7 4 ) P l i n y , o p . c i t . V I . 165. 
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N i l e t o t h e l a k e . That c a n a l had, a c c o r d i n g t o D i o d o r u s , a 

l e n g t h o f e i g h t y s t a d i a ( a b o u t 15 k i l o m e t r e s ) and a w i d t h o f 

t h r e e p l e t h r a ( a b o u t 93 m e t r e s ) . D i o d o r u s gave t h e 

c i r c u m f e r e n c e o f t h e l a k e t h e same e x a g g e r a t e d f i g u r e o f t h r e e 

t h o u s a n d s i x hundred s t a d i a ( a b o u t 667 k i l o m e t r e s ) as 
(7 6 ) 

Herodotus had p r e v i o u s l y g i v e n . The l a k e , D i o d o r u s added, 

had c o n t i n u e d t o f u n c t i o n as a combined f l o o d - e s c a p e and 
( 7 7 ) 

r e s e r v o i r down t o h i s own days, a s t a t e m e n t , i n B a l l ' s v i e w , 

o f w h i c h t h e low l e v e l s o f t h e P t o l e m i c towns o f t h e Faiyum 

c o n c l u s i v e l y e s t a b l i s h t h e i n c o r r e c t n e s s . We have a l s o 
(78 ) 

mentioned p a r t o f what S t r a b o had t o say c o n c e r n i n g t h a t l a k e . 

S t r a b o , however, went on t o say "on t h e r i g h t o f t h e i s l a n d , 

w h i c h c o n t a i n e d t h e H e r a c l e o t i c Nome, t h e r e was a c a n a l w h i c h l e d 

i n t o L i b y a t o t h e A r s i n o i t e Nome, so t h a t t h e c a n a l had two 
( 7 9 ) 

mouths, a p a r t o f t h e i s l a n d i n t e r v e n i n g between t h e two. On 

t h e l a k e i t s e l f S t r a b o t o l d u s , ^ ^ "on account o f i t s s i z e and 

i t s d e p t h , i t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o bear t h e f l o o d - t i d e s a t t h e 

r i s i n g s o f t h e N i l e and n o t o v e r f l o w i n t o t h e i n h a b i t e d and p l a n t e d 

p a r t s , and t h e n , i n t h e r e t i r e m e n t o f t h e r i v e r t o r e t u r n t h e 

excess w a t e r by t h e same c a n a l a t each o f i t s two mouths, and, 

( 7 6 ) H d t , l i . 149. 

( 7 8 ) see p.10 

( 8 0 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.37 

(77) J . B a l l , o p . c i t . p p . 5 1 , 52. 

(7 9 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.35. 
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b o t h i t s e l f and t h e c a n a l , t o keep back an amount r e m a i n i n g 

t h a t w i l l be u s e f u l f o r i r r i g a t i o n . W h i l e t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s 

a r e t h e work o f n a t u r e , y e t l o c k s have been p l a c e d a t b o t h 

mouths o f t h e c a n a l , by w h i c h t h e e n g i n e e r s ( l i t , a r c h i t e c t s ) , 

r e g u l a t e b o t h t h e i n f l o w and o u t f l o w o f t h e w a t e r . These 
(81) 

remarks o f S t r a b o , B a l l s a y s , a r e o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t 

as i n f o r m i n g us o f t h e f l o u r i s h i n g s t a t e o f t h e l a n d s t h a t had 

o n l y been r e c l a i m e d f r o m Lake M o e r i s some t h r e e c e n t u r i e s 

b e f o r e h i s t i m e , and as m e n t i o n i n g t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e l o c k s 

by w h i c h t h e f l o w o f w a t e r i n t o t h e p r o v i n c e had been 

r e s t r i c t e d i n o r d e r t o e f f e c t t h e r e c l a m a t i o n . But he must 

have been m i s t a k e n i n s u p p o s i n g t h a t a r e t u r n f l o w t o o k p l a c e 

f r o m t h e l a k e t o t h e N i l e m h i s days; f o r we have t h e 

s t r o n g e s t e v i d e n c e i n t h e s i t e s o f P t o l e m a i c towns t h a t were 

s i t u a t e d around t h e l a k e , t h a t t h e l e v e l o f t h e l a k e s u r f a c e 

was t h e n below t h a t o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n , w h i l e t h e l e v e l o f t h e 

N i l e a t t h e p l a c e where t h e c a n a l connected w i t h t h e r i v e r must 

have been more t h a n t w e n t y metres h i g h e r , so t h a t a l t h o u g h 

t h e r e c o u l d have been a f l o w f r o m t h e r i v e r t o t h e l a k e , t h e r e 

c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y have been a r e v e r s e one f r o m t h e l a k e i t s e l f 

t o t h e r i v e r , even a t t h e season o f low N i l e . The l a k e was a l s o 

( 8 1 ) B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 61 
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(82 ) b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e d by P l i n y , who, i n two d i f f e r e n t passages, 

r e f e r r e d t o t h e l a k e as i f i t were something o f t h e b y g o n e p a s t . 

For he s a i d , "between Memphite and A r s i n o i t e Nomes t h e r e was 

once a l a k e ( l a c u s f u i t ) m easuring 250 ( o r a c c o r d i n g t o Mucianus's 

accoun t 450) Roman m i l e s , and 50 paces (250 f e e t ) deep, an 

a r t i f i c i a l s h eet o f w a t e r , c a l l e d t h e Lake M o e r i s ( K a r u n ) a f t e r i t s 

b u i l d e r , and i t s s i t e was 62 Roman m i l e s f r o m Memphis. The use o f 
(83 } 

t h e p a s t t e n s e ( f u i t ) by P l i n y i n d e s c r i b i n g t h e l a k e made B a l l 

s u g g e s t i n g e n i o u s l y t h a t i t showed t h e d i m i n i s h e d renown a t t a c h e d 

t o Lake M o e r i s , a f t e r i t had ceased t o s e r v e as a r e s e r v o i r . One 

may co n c l u d e t h a t t h e t h r e e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s who d e s c r i b e d t h e 

l a k e have l e f t v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g and u s e f u l p i e c e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n , 

b u t t h e y were m i s t a k e n i n t h e i r b e l i e f t h a t t h e c a n a l was a man's 
(8 4 ) 

c r e a t i o n . I t i s a n a t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n l i k e o t h e r s i n t h e 

Western d e s e r t s o f Eg y p t , an o v e r f l o w f r o m t h e p r i m o r d i a l 

( 8 2 ) P l i n y , N.H. v. 50; x x x v i . 76. 

( 8 3 ) B a l l , o p . c i t . p.61 n. 

( 8 4 ) see P l i n y , N.H. ed. i n Loeb ed t r a n s l a t e d by D.E. E i c h h o l z , 
v o l . x. p. 60. n. a; A D i e t , o f Egypt. C i v i l . Ed. 
Posener, p. 84, 85. s.v. Faiyum; J. B a l l T C o n t r i b u t i o n s 
To t h e Geography o f Eg y p t , pp. 189, 190. 
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( 85 ) ocean. Dxodorus and S t r a b o were a l s o wrong when t h e y t h o u g h t 

t h a t t h e r e c o u l d have been a f l o w f r o m t h e l a k e t o t h e r i v e r , 

s i n c e as B a l l and t h e common knowledge a t t e s t , t h e d e p r e s s i o n o f 

t h e Faiyum i s much l o w e r t h a n t h e sea l e v e l . The l a k e , however, 

has c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t t o o u r day, and r e c e i v e t h e e x t r a f l o w o f 

t h e Bahr Yousef ( t h e a n c i e n t c a n a l ) , w h i c h t a k e s o f f a t D a i y r u t 

n o r t h o f A s i o u t m M i d d l e E g y p t . The l a k e , however, has 

c o n s i d e r a b l y d i m i n i s h e d i n s i z e f r o m p a s t t i m e s , due p a r t l y t o 
( 8 6 ) 

t h e p r o c e s s o f r e c l a i m i n g l a n d f r o m i t , and p a r t l y t o t h e 
( 8 7 ) 

r e d u c t i o n m t h e i n f l o w f r o m t h e N i l e and t o e v a p o r a t i o n . 

( 8 5 ) A D i e t , o f Egyp t . C i v i l , l o c . c i t ; J . B a l l ( l o c . c i t ) 
s u ggests t h a t t h e o n l y n a t u r a l agency t h a t can be 
c o n c e i v e d o f as a t a l l a l i k e l y one r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e h o l l o w i n g - o u t o f t h e Fayium D e p r e s s i o n i n c l u d i n g 
t h e Lake M o e r i s (Karoun) i s t h e wind i n t h e E a r l y 
P l e i s t o c e n e t i m e s , i n t h e same manner as i n t h e r e s t 
o f t h e oases and Q a t t a r a d e p r e s s i o n i n t h e Western 
D e s e r t . 

( 8 6 ) I n t h e P t o l e m a i c e r a , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e r e i g n o f 
Ptolemy I I , P h i l a d e l p h u s , l a r g e new t r a c t s o f l a n d 
was won by r e c l a i m i n g much o f Lake' M o e r i s (see 
E. Bevan, A H i s t o r y o f E g y p t , P t o l e m a i c D y n a s t y , 
P. 112. 

( 8 7 ) J . B a l l , l o c . c i t . 
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S e v e r a l c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s a l s o d e s c r i b e d Lake 

Mareia o r M a r e o t i s (mod. M a r i o u t ) . I t was d e s c r i b e d b r i e f l y by 

Dio d o r u s who, i n f a c t , d i d n o t m e n t i o n t h e l a k e by name, b u t he 

spoke o f A l e x a n d r i a as s i t u a t e d between t h e Sea ( M e d i t e r r a n e a n ) 
v ( 8 8 ) 

and t h e marsh (Lake M a r e o t i s ) . I t was a l s o b r i e f l y 

m entioned by t h e unknown a u t h o r o f t h e book e n t i t l e d De B e l l o 

A l e x a n d n n o " , who r i g h t l y s a i d , " A l e x a n d r i a had a n a r r o w e s t p a r t 

where i t was most c o n s t r i c t e d by t h e b a r r i e r o f marshland ( i . e . 

Lake M a r e o t i s l y i n g t o t h e s o u t h " . L i k e D i o d o r u s and t h e 

a u t h o r o f De B e l l o A l e x a n d r m o , S t r a b o mentioned Lake Mareout 

i n r e l a t i o n w i t h t h e c i t y o f A l e x a n d r i a , b u t u n l i k e them h i s 
1 ( 9 0 ) d e s c r p t i o n o f t h e l a k e was more d e t a i l e d . S t r a b o , however, 

s t a t e d t h a t among t h e v a r i o u s advantages o f t h e s i t e o f t h e c i t y 

o f A l e x a n d r i a was t h a t i t was washed by two seas, on t h e n o r t h 

by t h e E g y p t i a n Sea ( t h a t p a r t o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n l y i n g o f f 

E g y p t ) , and on t h e s o u t h by Lake M a r e i a , a l s o c a l l e d M a r e o t i s 

( M a r i o u t ) . S t r a b o gave t h e l a k e a b r e a d t h o f more t h a n one 

hundred and f i f t y s t a d i a (28 k i l o m e t r e s ) and t h e l e n g t h o f l e s s 

( 8 8 ) D i o d . x v n . 52, 

( 8 9 ) I n c e r t u s A u c t o r ( J u l i u s C a e s a r ) , De B e l l . A l e x . 1 . 

( 9 0 ) S t r a b o , 1 7 . 1 . 7, 14. 
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t h a n t h r e e hundred (56 k i l o m e t r e s ) . A c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o , t h e 
l a k e c o n t a i n e d e i g h t i s l a n d s ; and a l l t h e shores r o u n d i t a r e 
w e l l i n h a b i t e d ; and t h e v i n t a g e s i n t h i s r e g i o n a r e so good 
t h a t t h e M a r e o t i c w i ne i s r a c k e d o f f w i t h a view t o a g e i n g 
i t » . ( 9 1 ) 

T h i s l a k e , S t r a b o added, i s f i l l e d by many c a n a l s 

f r o m t h e N i l e , b o t h f r o m above and on t h e s i d e s , and t h r o u g h 

t h e s e c a n a l s t h e i m p o r t s a r e much l a r g e r t h a n t h o s e f r o m t h e 

sea, so t h a t t h e ha r b o u r on t h e l a k e was, i n f a c t , r i c h e r t h a n 
( 9 2 ) ( 9 3 ) t h a t on t h e sea. Moreover, D i o d o r u s and S t r a b o observed 

among t h e v a r i o u s advantages o f t h e s i t e o f A l e x a n d r i a t h e 

e f f e c t o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g w a t e r s o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n on t h e 

n o r t h and o f Lake M a r e o t i s on t h e s o u t h - w e s t , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 

c o n t i n u o u s f l o w i n g o f n o r t h - w e s t e r l y E t e s i a n ( A n n u a l ) winds 

d u r i n g t h e summer and t h e t i m e l i n e s s o f t h e r i s i n g o f t h e N i l e 

on t h e c l i m a t e o f A l e x a n d r i a . These elements made t h e c l i m a t e 

o f t h e c i t y m i l d and a g r e e a b l e . The l a k e was a l s o w e l l 
( 9 4 ) 

d e s c r i b e d by P l i n y , who c o n s i d e r e d i t as l y i n g i n L i b y a and 

on t h e s o u t h o f t h e c i t y ( o f A l e x a n d r i a ) . The l a k e , P l i n y added, 

c a r r i e s t r a f f i c f r o m t h e i n t e r i o r ( i . e . t h e h i n t e r l a n d o f E g y p t ) 

( 9 1 ) c f . 

( 9 3 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.7 

( 9 2 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t . 

( 9 4 ) P l i n y , V. 62, 63. 
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by means o f a c a n a l f r o m t h e Canopxc mouth o f t h e N i l e , a l s o i t 

i n c l u d e s a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f i s l a n d s , b e i n g 30 Roman m i l e s 

w i d e and 25 Roman m i l e s i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e a c c o r d i n g t o C l a u d i u s 
( 9 5 ) ( 9 6 ) Caesar, w h i l e o t h e r s , a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , make i t 40 

schoemi ( r o p e s ) (150 Roman m i l e s ) and t h e y gave t h e same f i g u r e 

f o r t h e b r e a d t h . Reading t h e a c c o u n t s o f S t r a b o and P l i n y j u s t 

m e n t i o n e d , one observes some sha r p d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e two. 

For w h i l e t h e y agreed on c e r t a i n p o i n t s as r e g a r d s t h e l a k e , t h e y 

d i s a g r e e d on t h e number o f c a n a l s , w h i c h f l o w e d i n t o t h e l a k e , 

and w h i c h were used f o r t r a n s p o r t . For S t r a b o , on one hand, spoke 

o f many c a n a l s l e a d i n g f r o m t h e N i l e t o t h e c a n a l , b o t h f r o m above 

and on t h e s i d e s , whereas P l i n y , on t h e o t h e r , m entioned one 

c a n a l o n l y t a k i n g o f f f r o m t h e Canopic mouth o f t h e N i l e . Have 

t h e r e s t o f t h e c a n a l s , mentioned by S t r a b o , been p u t o u t o f use 

f o r one r e a s o n o r t h e o t h e r ? P l i n y m i g h t have t h e answer. B o t h 

a u t h o r s a l s o gave d i f f e r e n t measurements f o r t h e l a k e . 

( 9 7 ) 

D i o d o r u s f u r t h e r m e ntioned t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 

marshes and l a k e s a l o n g t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n c o a s t . S t r a b o was more 

s p e c i f i c about t h a t ; f o r he spoke o f a number o f l a k e s i n t h e 

n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e D e l t a . He m e n t i o n e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 

e x i s t e n c e , t o t h e e a s t o f t h e B o l b i t i n e b r a n c h and t o w a r d s t h e 

( 9 5 ) C l a u d i u s Caesar, presumably t h e Emperor C l a u d i u s . See P l i n y ' s 
F i r s t Book o f h i s N.H. 

( 9 7 ) D i o d . l . 3 1 , 66 ( 9 6 ) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 
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S e b e n n y t i c , o f two l a k e s , one o f whxch was c a l l e d B u t i c e f r o m 

t h e c i t y o f Butus ( i . e . B u t o ) . ^ * ^ S t r a b o a l s o m entioned t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f l a k e s , and l a r g e and c o n t i n u o u s marshes, w h i c h 

c o n t a i n e d many v i l l a g e s , between t h e T a n i t x c and P e l u s i a c mouths. 
( 9 9 ) 

He a l s o spoke o f P e l u s i u m ( T e l l e l - F a r a m a ) , w h i c h he s a i d 

had marshes l y i n g r o u n d i t , w h i c h by some was c a l l e d B a r a t h r a 

( p i t s ) , and many ponds. 

The c a n a l c o n n e c t i n g t h e N i l e w i t h t h e G u l f o f Suez 

and t h e Red Sea was a l s o a m a t t e r o f g r e a t i n t e r e s t f o r v a r i o u s 

c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s . The c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , however, n e i t h e r agreed 

on who c o n c e i v e d and/or began t h e p r o j e c t o f t h a t c a n a l , n o r 

who completed i t , n o t even w h e t h e r t h e c a n a l had ever been 
( 1 0 0 ) 

f i n i s h e d and p u t i n t o use. A c c o r d i n g t o D i o d o r u s , Neco, son 

o f P s a m m e t i c u s ^ 1 0 1 ^ (610 - 595 B.C.) began t h e work and D a r i u s 

t h e P e r s i a n succeeded t o i t , b u t he was d e t e r r e d f r o m c a r r y i n g i t 

f u r t h e r f o r he was t o l d t h a t s i n c e t h e bed o f t h e Red Sea was 

h i g h e r t h a n t h e l a n d o f Egypt, ̂ 1 <" )^ i t w o u l d submerge i t . L a t e r 

( 9 8 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.18. ( 9 9 ) S t r a b o , 17. 1 . 21, 

(100) D i o d . i . 33. ( 1 0 1 ) c f . Hdt, l i . 158. 

(102) c f . A r i s t o t l e Meteor I . x i v . 352b. 
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Ptolemy ( P h x l a d e l p h u s ) I I ( C. 3 r d C. B.C.) comp l e t e d t h e work 

and p u t t h e c a n a l x n t o use. S t r a b o ^ 1 ^ " ^ m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e 

i d e a was c o n c e i v e d f i r s t by S e s o s t r i s b e f o r e t h e T r o j a n War, who 

abandoned t h e u n d e r t a k i n g because he was g i v e n t h e same n o t i o n 
(104) ( 105) we mentioned above, t h o u g h some s a i d by t h e son o f 

Psammetichus ( i . e . Necho I I ) , who o n l y began t h e work and t h e n 

d i e d and l a t e r by D a r i u s I , who resumed t h e work b u t he t o o 

a p p a r e n t l y abandoned t h e p r o j e c t because o f t h e same f a l s e n o t i o n 
(106) ( 107) (108) g i v e n above. The P t o l e m a i c k i n g s , S t r a b o added, 

completed t h e work and p u t i t i n t o use. P l i n y , ̂ " ^^ l i k e 

A r i s t o t l e ^ • ' • ^ b e f o r e him, t o l d us what i m p l i e d t h a t up t o h i s 

t i m e t h e c a n a l had never been c o m p l e t e d . I n h i s account P l i n y 

a greed w i t h S t r a b o t h a t t h e p l a n f o r c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e c a n a l was 

c o n c e i v e d o r i g i n a l l y by S e s o s t r i s , K i n g o f E g y p t , and l a t e r by t h e 

P e r s i a n K i n g D a r i u s and t h e n by Ptolemy ( P h i l a d e l p h u s ) I I , who, 

(103) S t r a b o , 17.1.25. (104) c f . D i o d . l . 33. 

(105) c f . Hdt, l i . 158; D i o d . l o c . c i t . (106) S t r a b o , 17.1.24. 

(107) c f . D i o d . l o c . c i t . , who named Ptolemy ( P h i l a d e l p h u s ) I I as 
t h e one who completed t h e work. 

(108) S t r a b o . l o c . c i t . ( 1 09) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 165. 

(110) A r i s t o t l e , l o c . c i t . 
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a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , d i d a c t u a l l y c a r r y a t r e n c h 100 f t . b r o a d and 

30 f t . deep f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 34^ m i l e s , as f a r as t h e B i t t e r 

S p r i n g s (mod. B i t t e r L a k e s ) , b u t he t o o l e f t t h e work u n f i n i s h e d 

e i t h e r because he f e a r e d t h a t t h e l a n d w o u l d be i n u n d a t e d because 

o f t h e b e l i e f t h a t t h e (Red) Sea bed was h i g h e r t h a n t h e l a n d , 

o r f o r f e a r l e s t t h e sea w a t e r w o u l d p o l l u t e t h e w a t e r o f t h e N i l e , 

Egypt's s o l e d r i n k i n g w a t e r s o u r c e . 

I n t h e absence o f any m a t e r i a l e v i d e n c e , modern 

opinion,^•'•''•^ however, i s i n c l i n e d t o r e j e c t t h e i d e a p u t f o r w a r d 

by some c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , t h a t t h e l e g e n d a r y S e s o s t r i s was t h e 
(112) 

o r i g i n a t o r o f such a p l a n . The m a j o r i t y o f modern s c h o l a r s 

a r e , i n f a c t , i n f a v o u r o f making Necho o r Neco, t h e son o f 

Psammetichus, t h e f i r s t man t o have c o n c e i v e d t h e p l a n , c a r r i e d i t 

o u t , and p u t i n t o use, p r i m a r i l y f o r economic as w e l l as o t h e r 

r e a s o n s . To keep t h e c a n a l always n a v i g a b l e and i n c o n s t a n t use, 

f u r t h e r works o f c l e a r i n g i t f r o m s i l t became necessary under 
(113) 

D a r i u s I and Ptolemy P h i l a d e l p h u s . Some o t h e r modern s c h o l a r s , 

however, a p p a r e n t l y b a s i n g t h e i r judgement on t h e s t e l a e s e t up by 

(111) A D i e t , o f Egypt. C i v i l , ed Posenor, P.275, SV. Suez Canal; 
H. Kees, o p . c i t , A n c i e n t E g y p t , p. 113. 

(112) A D i e t , o f E g y p t . C i v i l , l o c . c i t . ; M. Cary, The G e o g r a p h i c a l 
Background o f t h e Greek and Roman H i s t o r y , pp. 213, 214; 
C y r i l A l d r e d , The E g y p t i a n s , p.154 (An A n c i e n t Peoples and 
P l a c e s Paperback, London 1963, Thames & Hudson). 

(11 3 ) H. Kees, o p . c i t , pp. 113,; E. D r i o t o n & J . Vandr-m, Le E g y p t e , 
pp. 602, 603, 4 t h ed. aug. ( P a r i s U n i v . P r e s s , 1962); 
C. Planque, Le N i l e a l'Epoque. P h a r a o n i q u e , p. 3 5 f f . ( P a r i s 
1 9 0 3 ) . 
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D a r i u s I on t h e banks o f t h e c a n a l and on t h e e v i d e n c e s u p p l i e d by 
H e r o d o t u s , h a v e suggested t h a t t h e work f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e c a n a l was begun by Necho o r Neko and i t was completed by 
D a r i u s (and X e r x e s ) . 

The c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s a l s o d e s c r i b e d t h e c o a s t s o f 

Egypt. For Egypt was and s t i l l i s l o o k i n g •xi two seas, t h e 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n i n t h e n o r t h and t h e Red Sea on t h e e a s t . 

The g e n e r a l i m p r e s s i o n one g e t s f r o m t h e a c c o u n t s o f 

v a r i o u s c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s i s t h a t t h e n o r t h e r n o r M e d i t e r r a n e a n 

c o a s t o f Egypt was a l m o s t h a r b o u r l e s s , o r one may say w i t h o u t 

good h a r b o u r s . D i o d o r u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , s t a t e d , ^ " ' • ^ "on t h e n o r t h 

Egypt i s washed over i t s whole e x t e n t by w a t e r s w h i c h a r e 

p r a c t i c a l l y h a r b o u r l e s s , has f o r a d e f e n c e b e f o r e i t t h e E g y p t i a n 

Sea ( i . e . t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n ) . The voyage a l o n g t h e c o a s t o f t h i s 

sea i s e x c e e d i n g l y l o n g , and any l a n d i n g i s e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t ; 

f o r f r o m P a r a e t o n i u m (Marsa M a t r o u h ) i n L i b y a as f a r as Jope 

( J a f f a ) i n C o e l e - S y n a ( P a l e s t i n e ) , a voyage a l o n g t h e sea c o a s t 

o f some f i v e t h ousand s t a d i a (675 k i l o m e t r e s ) , t h e r e i s n o t t o be 

f o u n d a s a f e h a r b o u r e x c e p t Pharos ( i . e . A l e x a n d r i a ) . The 

r e m a i n i n g p a r t s o f t h e c o a s t a r e e i t h e r marshy o r sandy". S t r a b o , 

(114) Hdt, l o c . c i t . 

( 1 15) H. Kees, l o c . c i t . 

(116) D i o d . l . 3 1 . 
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m one p a s s a g e ^ 1 1 ^ described the Mediterranean coast of Egypt as 
) v ' (118) harbourless ( etfi(£< (rVoV TTnpaAia. ) . i n another passage^ ' 

Strabo r e f u t e d the a l l e g a t i o n made by Eratosthenes t h a t the 

Egyptians were xenophobic, and he added t h a t t h i s f a l s e rumour has 

ar i s e n from the f a c t t h a t Egypt's n o r t h e r n coast was almost 

harbourless (and thus i n h o s p i t a b l e ) , and even the one good harbour, 

namely the one at Pharos, was not safe f o r landing because the 

shepherds, who in h a b i t e d nearby, were p i r a t e s and attacked anybody 

who t r i e d t o anchor th e r e . 

The evidences of the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s as regards 

the l a c k of good harbourage on the Egyptian coast of the 
(119) 

Mediterranean were supported by some modern scholars, by Milne 

who s t a t e d t h a t Egypt was d i f f i c u l t of access, e s p e c i a l l y from 

Rome; the harbour of Alexandria was the only one s u i t a b l e f o r 
(120) 

l a r g e vessels on the Mediterranean; and by Gary who, more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y , t o l d us t h a t the Mediterranean sea f r o n t of Egypt, 

taken as a whole, i s no more i n v i t i n g than t h a t of P a l e s t i n e . "For 

the greater wind, and t h a t s t r e t c h of i t which l i e s between the 

arms of the N i l e , i s an a l l u v i a l marshland behind a f r i n g e of 
(117) Strabo, 17.1.53. (118) Strabo, 17.1.19. 

(119) J. Grafton Milne, A H i s t o r y of Egypt, Under Roman Rule, 
p. 121. 

(120) M. Cary, The Geographical Background of Greek and Roman 
H i s t o r y , p. 213, (Oxford, 1949). 
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-r 
shoals. I n 306 B.Co Demetrius the besxeger (Polxocetes) a f t e r 

a n n i h i l a t i n g the Ptolemaic f l e e t o f f Cypriote Salamis, was unable 

t o f o l l o w up h i s advantage w i t h an invasion of Egypt, because the 

s t r e n g t h of the on-shore wind made a beach landing impossible", 

Cary f u r t h e r s t a t e d , ^ ^ " ^ " f o r the absence of good harbourage on 

the Delta coast ( t h e p o r t of Daphnea on the eastern (Pelusiac) arm 
(122) 

f e l l i n t o disuse C. 600 B.C.). compensation was found u n t i l 

the time of Alexander the Great i n r i v e r p o r t s , the most 

important of which was Naucratis on the westernmost (Canopic) branch 
o 

of the N i l e , This s t a t i o n , however, was not commodius enough f o r 

the f a r sighted ambitions of Alexander, who selected a new s i t e 

f o r a harbour on a s h e l f of f i r m ground beyond the western 

e x t r e m i t y of the D e l t a " , There i s no evidence, apart from Homer's 
(123) . reference t o the i s l a n d of Pharos and Odysseus s landing 

there w i t h h i s companions, t o prove t h a t the harbour r e g i o n of 
Pharos was used r e g u l a r l y by seafarers before the time of Alexander, 

(124) 

I t was f u r t h e r suggested by H, Kees t h a t a l l attempts t o 

prove the existence of an ancient Minoan t r a d i n g base i n the area 

of the harbour d i s t r i c t of Alexandria had so f a r proved f r u i t l e s s . 

(121) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 214 

(122) M. Cary, o p . c i t , p, 214, f n . 2 

(123) Homer, Od. I V . ( S ) , 354-359, 

(124) H. Kees, o p . c i t , p. 140. 
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On the c o n t r a r y , the eastern e x t r e m i t y of the Delta was used by the 

ancxent Pharaohs f o r t h e i r m i l i t a r y as w e l l as merchant f l e e t s . 

C a r y ^ 1 ^ ^ confirmed the p o i n t t h a t as e a r l y as 3000 B.C. the 

Pharaohs of Egypt sent merchandise by bulk t o and from 

Phoenicia by the sea r o u t e . The Egyptian w a r - l o r d Thothmes I I I , 

f o r instance, h a b i t u a l l y used the sea route t o convey h i s invading 

armies t o Syria C. 1473 B.C., and i t i s not u n l i k e l y t h a t the 

Ptolemies maintained t h e i r hold on Phoenicia by means of t h e i r 
(126) 

f l e e t s . Nevertheless, the f a c t remains t h a t ancient Egypt 

lacked good harbours on i t s n o rthern coast, e x a c t l y as i s the case 

today, except t h a t a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Suez Canal, the 

19th and 20th c e n t u r i e s ' version of the ancient N i l e - Red Sea 

canal, Egypt has been given besides Alexandria another p o r t on the 

Mediterranean, namely Port Said, s i t u a t e d on the n o r t h end of the 

Suez Canal, As t o the once f l o u r i s h i n g p o r t of Damietta, i t i s 

being renewed at present. 

The eastern or Red Sea coast and the g u l f s of Suez 

and Akaba were not less i n t e r e s t i n g l y described by the c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s . They were described by the three major c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s , 

who are the basis of t h i s study, I mean Diodorus, Strabo and P l i n y . 

The d e s c r i p t i o n s of the Egyptian or Western coast of the Red Sea and 

(125) Cary, o p . e i t . p.215, 

(126) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p.215. f n . 1. 
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i t s two northern g u l f s of these authors look amazingly almost 

i d e n t i c a l , as i f they were drawn from the same source. 
(127) 

S t a r t i n g from the east, Diodorus t o l d us t h a t the 

Leanite Gulf (The Gulf of Akaba) i s bordered by numerous v i l l a g e s 

i n h a b i t e d by the Nabataen Arabs. Going down the Gulf one comes t o 

an i s l a n d c a l l e d the I s l a n d of Seals (^c£u)V (^w^WV ) 

perhaps T i r a n I s l a n d , which i s s i t u a t e d near a promontory (probably 
(1 28 'J 

the modern Ras Muhammed ) . When one reaches the Gulf of Suez, 
one comes across the Garden of Palms, a f e r t i l e r e gion w i t h many 

(129) 

water sources (probably the modern E l - T o r ) . Diodorus went on 

to describe the western coast of the Gulf of Suez and the Red Sea 

(Sinus Arabicus) s t a r t i n g from the n o r t h he mentioned the c i t y of 

Arsinoe, then numerous streams w i t h a b i t t e r s a l t y t a s t e dropping 

from the c l i f f s i n t o the sea (el-Ayn e l Sukhna), then t o a great 

p l a i n above which towers l i k e a mountain whose colour i s l i k e 

ruddle and b l i n d s the s i g h t of any who gazes s t e a d f a s t l y upon i t f o r 

some time. At the edge of the s k i r t s of the mountain there l i e s a 

harbour of Aphrodite, which has a winding entrance, and above t h i s 

(127) Diod. i n . 12, 43, who f o l l o w s Agatharchides of Cindus almost 
l i t e r a l l y . See; Agatherchides i n C. Muller's Geographici 
Graeci Mmores. V o l . I . pp. 167, 186; J. B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 53. 

(128) J. B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 53. I n i d e n t i f y i n g names the present 
w r i t e r depended mainly on B a l l . 

(129) Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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harbour are s i t u a t e d three i s l a n d s , two of them abound i n o l i v e 

t r ees and are t h i c k l y shaded w h i l e the t h i r d i s less so but 

contains a m u l t i t u d e of Meleagrides b i r d s (guinea f o w l s ) . Next 

there i s a very large g u l f c a l l e d Acathartus ( tfQ ^ ^ - f 0 <p , 

Foul Bay) and by i t i s an exceedingly long peninsula, over the 

narrow neck of which men t r a n s p o r t t h e i r ships t o the opposite 

sea. Diodorus went on t o s a y ^ " ^ ^ t h a t one next comes t o the 

i s l a n d of Ophiodes ( i . e . snaky) from the f a c t t h a t i t was formerly 

f u l l of snakes, but l a t e r i t was cleared of these creatures ( r e p t i l e s ) 

by the kings of Alexandria ( i . e . the Ptolemies) because they wanted 

£o e x p l o i t the topaz of which the i s l a n d abounds. Strabo^"*"^1 ̂ more or 

less spoke i n the same way on the Gulfs of the Akaba and Suez, 

t o which he gave the names A e l a n i t e s , from the c i t y Aelana (Akaba) 

at i t s head, from which there was a road leading t o Gaza on 

the Mediterranean, and Gulf Heroonpolis, (Gulf of Suez), from which 

also another road l e d t o Pelusium on the Mediterranean. 
(132) 

Strabo c o r r e c t l y s t a t e d t h a t the road from Heroonpolis t o 
Pelusium was s h o r t e r than the one from Aelana (Akaba) t o Gaza. On 

(133) 

the Red Sea coast of Egypt, Strabo almost f o l l o w s the same 

order. For a f t e r l e a v i n g Heroonpolis, he s a i d / ^ ^ ^ o n e comes t o 
(130) Diod. l o c . c i t . (131) Strabo, 16. 2. 30,31,33; 17.1. 25, 35. 

(132) Strabo, 16.2.30. (133) Strabo, 16.4.5., 6. 

(134) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 



another c i t y w i t h the name Arsmoe, also c a l l e d C l e o p a t r i s , (mod.Suez), 

then t o the springs of hot water, s a l t y and b i t t e r . Then the 

p l a i n w i t h the mountain of Red Colour (Gebel Hamrawam), Myos Hormos 

(Abu Shar e l Q i b l i ) also c a l l e d Aphrodite's Harbour, at which the 

trade route r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r ^ ^ ^ , which l i n k s the N i l e V a l l e y 

a t Coptos ( Q i f t ) w i t h the Red Sea ends. This route was constructed 

i n order t h a t Indiamen might avoid s a i l i n g from the beginning of 
-— --= -f* 

(136) 

the recess of Suez, which, according t o Strabo, was rough. 

Off Myos Hormos l i e the three i s l a n d s . Then the Acathartus Gulf 

(Foul Bay) which l i e s opposite Thebaid. On t h i s g u l f l i e s the c i t y 

of Berenica (Madinet e l - H a r r a s ) . F i n a l l y one reaches the i s l a n d of 

Ophiodes (Snaky = modern Zeberged or St.John's I s l a n d ) where 
(137 ) 

'topazes' ( r e a l l y p e r i d o t s ) are found. P l i n y also described 

the g u l f s of Akaba and Suez not very d i f f e r e n t l y from the two others. 

The name of the Gulf of Akaba, according t o P l i n y , i s e i t h e r 

A e l a n i t e s or L a e a i n i t e s , and t h a t of Suez i s c a l l e d Gulf of 

Carandra or Heroonpolis, or Aeas by the Arabs. Leaving Heroonpolis, 

P l i n y s a i d , one comes t o the harbour of Daneoi (the Arsmoe of 

Diodorus and Strabo), where the canal between the Gulf of Suez and 

N i l e takes o f f . Then t o the l i t t l e town of Aenum, c a l l e d by some 

P h i l o t e r i a e (probably Marsa Gasus), and t o the i s l a n d of Sapirine 
(135) p.23. (136) Strabo, 17.1.45. 

(137) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 1 67ff. ; here P l i n y f o l l o w s Juba of 
Mauretania. 
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(Jubal) and Scytala (Shadwan); Myos Hormos (Abu. Sha*r e l - Q u i b l i ) , 
where there i s the s p r i n g c a l l e d Fons A i n o s ( B i r Abu Sha'r); Mount 
Eos (Gebel Hamrawem); the i s l a n d Iambi; Berenice (Medmet e l -
Harras) t o which the trade from Coptos ( Q i f t ) leads; Mount 
Pentadactylus ( i . e . Five Fingers, Gebel F a r a i d ) ; some isl a n d s c a l l e d 
Stenae D i r a i (Narrow Necks); another group of islands c a l l e d the 
Halonesi; Caradamme; and f i n a l l y Topazos (the Ophiodes of Diodorus 
and Strabo) which gave i t s name t o the precious stone. 

I f Alexandria had served as the only p o r t f o r the 

exports and imports of Egypt on the Mediterranean coast i n the 

Ptolemaic and Roman eras, we f i n d at l e a s t two or perhaps three 

p o r t s on the other s i d e , t h a t i s , on the Red Sea and Gulf of Suez 

coasts serving f o r trade w i t h the c o u n t r i e s of the East. I t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o know, however, t h a t only Suez (the ancient Arsinoe 

or C l e o p a t r i s ) i s now the mam p o r t of Egypt on the Red Sea, the 

remaining ancient harbours under t h e i r modern names are not much 

used. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CLIMATE 

Although the cli m a t e of Egypt, l i k e i t s many aspects, 

aroused the i n t e r e s t of many c l a s s i c a l authors, Greek and Roman 

a l i k e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t d i d not receive i t s adequate share i n the 

w r i t i n g s of various Greek and Roman w r i t e r s , perhaps because the 

climate of Egypt was so good t h a t people d i d not bother t o t a l k 

about i t . The c l i m a t i c conditions i n Egypt were so good t h a t 

Diodorus^''"^ went t o the extreme of t e l l i n g us t h a t i n Egypt men 

f i r s t came i n t o existence, because of the favourable climate of the 

land and because of the nature of the N i l e , f o r when moisture from 

the abundant r a i n s , which f e l l among other peoples, was mingled 

w i t h the intense heat which p r e v a i l s i n Egypt i t s e l f , i t i s 

reasonable t o suppose t h a t the a i r became very w e l l tempered f o r 

the f i r s t generation of a l l l i v i n g t h i n g s . 
(2) 

Diodorus also claimed t h a t the Egyptians reared t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t shoes or c l o t h i n g because of the m i l d climate of 

t h e i r country. This i s why, i n Diodorus* view, c h i l d r e n d i d not 

cost much t o b r i n g up and t h a t i s why Egypt surpassed a l l other 

cou n t r i e s i n the number of p o p u l a t i o n . With t h i s l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n 

Egypt was able t o b u i l d many and great constr u c t i o n s and monuments. 

(1) Diod. I.10; c f . also A r i s t o t l e , Meteor, I . x i v ; Apoll.Rhod., 
Argonautica, I V . 268. 

(2) Diod. I . 80. 
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I f Diodorus, indeed, were t o be brought up a l i v e again, he would 

say t h a t the dry c l i m a t e of Egypt has preserved these o l d 

monuments t o our own day. The heat and the nature of the N i l e were 
(3) 

also the theme of Strabo's statement, i n which he followed 
A r i s t o t l e , t h a t "one (Egyptian) woman a c t u a l l y bore seven 

(4) 

c h i l d r e n a t once; and he, too, c a l l e d the N i l e h i g h l y productive 

and nourishing because of the moderate heat of the sun's rays, 

which, he maintained, leaves the n o u r i s h i n g element and evaporates 

merely the superfluous". The atmosphere ( l i t . a i r : aer) of Egypt 
(5) 

was also described by P l i n y as always warm. P l i n y f u r t h e r 
s t a t e d ^ ^ t h a t , "Egypt owed i t s f e r t i l i t y m corn t o heat". But 

(7) 

how ? P l i n y d i d not say. P l i n y , however, i s q u i t e c o r r e c t when 

he s a i d t h a t the n a t u r a l q u a l i t i e s of the l o c a l i t i e s c a r r i e d great 

weight i n t h i s matter; f o r i n Egypt they p l a n t i n every month i n 
(8) 

d i f f e r e n t places. One, however, does not understand Plmy*s 

statement t h a t i n Egypt the flowers had very l i t t l e perfume, 

(3) Strabo, 15.1.22. 

(4) I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t modern Egypt complains from the 
high r a t e increase of i t s p o p u l a t i o n , as a r e s u l t of the 
f e r t i l i t y of i t s women and men a l i k e perhaps. 

(5) P l i n y , N.H. x v n . 15. 

(6) P l i n y , N.H. x v n . 31. (7) P l i n y , N.H. x v n . 133. 

(8) P l i n y , N.H. x x i . 36. 
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because, he s a i d , the atmosphere was misty and f u l l of dew owing 

t o the wide expanse of the r i v e r . What s o r t of flowers ? A l l the 

flowers ? P l i n y d i d not make i t clear« 

The c l a s s i c a l authors n o t i c e d q u i t e c o r r e c t l y the 

d i f f e r e n c e i n temperature between the n o r t h and the south of 

Egypt, and between the v a l l e y and the deserts. I n t h i s respect we 
(9) 

received a v a r i e t y of statements from d i f f e r e n t authors, Strabo 

f o r i nstance, observed r i g h t l y the s a l u b r i t y and mildness of the 

climate of Al e x a n d r i a , which he ascribed t o various n a t u r a l 

f a c t o r s ; the e f f e c t of the surrounding waters of the Mediterranean 

and Lake Mariout, the t i m e l i n e s s of the r i s e of the N i l e and 

the continuous blowing of the north - w e s t e r l y summer winds, which he 

c a l l e d Etesian (Annual). He also^1*"*^ q u i t e c o r r e c t l y described 

the c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s of the Eastern Desert or more s p e c i f i c a l l y 

the isthmus between Coptos ( Q i f t ) m the N i l e V a l l e y and Myos 

Hormos on the Red Sea implying t h a t i t was hot and t h a t due t o heat 

by day a l l journeys along t h i s t r a c k were made by n i g h t , and t h a t 

t r a v e l l e r s used the s t a r s as t h e i r guides. P l i n y ^ 1 ^ e x p l i c i t l y 

mentioned heat as the main reason f o r making journeys along the 

isthmus during the n i g h t . P l i n y n o t i c e d the i n t e r e s t i n which 

the Egyptians took i n d e v i s i n g methods f o r weather f o r e c a s t s . He 

(9) Strabo, 17.1.22. 

(10) Strabo, 17.1.45. 

(11) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 102. 
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(12) t o l d us , "The Egyptians paid most a t t e n t i o n t o the moon's 

f o u r t h day. I t was b e l i e v e d , " he maintained, " t h a t i f she rose 

b r i g h t and shone w i t h c l e a r b r i l l i a n c e , she portended f i n e 

weather, i f r e d , wind, i f dark, r a i n , f o r the next f o r t n i g h t " . 

From the few references by the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s 

t o the p r e v a i l i n g winds m Egypt, one gathers t h a t the Etesian 

(Annual) winds, as they were c a l l e d by the c l a s s i c a l authors, 

received the l i o n ' s share. These winds ( i . e . the Etesian) were 

mentioned by Diodorus i n h i s survey on the possible causes of the 
(13) 

r i s e of the N i l e . Diodorus s a i d t h a t these winds blew when 

the N i l e was i n f u l l f l o o d and i n summer time. They blew, he 

s a i d , not only from the west and the n o r t h but also from the n o r t h 

west. He q u i t e c o r r e c t l y came t o the conclusion t h a t they could 

not by any means be the cause of the N i l e f l o o d as Thales and 
(14) 

others seemed to have be l i e v e d . L u c r e t i u s , t o o , mentioned the 
Etesian winds, but he wrongly considered them as one p o s s i b l e 
cause f o r the r i s e of the N i l e . They were also mistakenly considered 

(15) 

by P l i n y as one of the most probable causes of the 

phenomenon of the r i s e of the N i l e . P l i n y , on the other hand, 

l e f t a very u s e f u l piece of i n f o r m a t i o n when he spoke on these winds 

(12) P l i n y , N.H. x v i n . 311. 

(13) Diod. I . 38, 39. 

(14) L u c r e t i u s , De Rerum Natura, v i . 712-731. 

(15) P l i n y , N.H. v. 55. 
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and t h e i r e f f e c t on the n a v i g a t i o n up the N i l e and subsequently on 
(16) (17) tr a d e . He s t a t e d t h a t the journey from J u l o p o l i s , a town 

at two miles distance from Alexandria took 12 days ( s a i l i n g ) up 

the N i l e t o Coptos ( Q i f t ) when the Etesian ( t r a d e ) winds were 

blowing. This statement of P l i n y i s i n t e r e s t i n g because up t o the 

present time, s a i l i n g ships going up the N i l e , t h a t i s t o say t o 

Upper Egypt, are d r i v e n by these winds against the c u r r e n t of the 

N i l e , which i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s trong during the summer, when the N i l e 

i s r i s i n g . As f o r ships s a i l i n g downstream, they are e a s i l y pushed 

by the curr e n t of the N i l e . Nature, t h e r e f o r e , f a c i l i t a t e s s a i l i n g 

up and down the r i v e r . We have already r e f e r r e d t o Strabo's 
(18) 

statement on the climate of Alexandria, and we mentioned the 
d i f f e r e n t n a t u r a l f a c t o r s , one of these n a t u r a l f a c t o r s , according 

(19) 

t o Strabo, was the Etesian winds, which blew i n summer and when 

the N i l e was i n f u l l f l o o d . For the reason t h a t they blew from 

vast seas they reduced the temperature of the c i t y and i n t h i s way 

the Alexandrians passed a very pleasant time. Among other winds 
(20) 

p r e v a i l i n g i n Egypt Diodorus mentioned winds blowing c o n s t a n t l y 

from the south i n S i n a i . These winds, Diodorus s a i d , were loaded 
(16) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 102. 

(17) J u l o p o l i s i s occupied now by the modern suburb of Bulkeley i n 
Alexandria ( J . B a l l , o p . c i t . p.79). 

(18) p. 35. (19) Strabo, 17.1.22. 

(20) Diod. I . 30. 



- 80 -

(21) (22) 
wxth great q u a n t i t i e s of sand. Strabo also spoke of a Sarapium 
at Memphis (Meit Reheina) i n a place so very sandy t h a t dunes of 

(23) 
sands were heaped up by the winds. He also mentioned the 

(24) 
south winds which were loaded w i t h dust. Cicero, t o o , spoke of 
the f l y i n g serpents which were brought i n t o Egypt from the Libyan 

(25) 

(Western) desert by the south-west wind. Strabo f u r t h e r s a i d , 

i n d e s c r i b i n g the Acarthartus Gulf (Foul Bay on the Red Sea) t h a t i t 

was, l i k e Myos Hormos (Abu Sha*r e l - Q i b l i ) s i t u a t e d opposite 

Thebais and was r e a l l y "acathartus", i . e . "Foul", f o r i t was 

roughened by r e e f s and submarine rocks, and, most of the time, by 

tempestuous winds. 

The p r e v a i l i n g winds i n Egypt, according t o the 

c l a s s i c a l authors, t h e r e f o r e , were the Egyptian monsoon nor t h w e s t e r l y 

summer winds, which, apart from a s s i s t i n g the ships t o s a i l up the 

N i l e and against i t s c u r r e n t , were considered q u i t e r i g h t l y as 
(26) 

responsible f o r reducing summer heat m Egypt, and by 'other 

(21) Strabo, 17.1.32. 

(22) The temple where the God Sarapis was worshipped. 

(23) Strabo, 17.1.43. 

(24) Cicero, Nat.Deor. I , x x x v i . 101. 

(25) Strabo, 16.4.6. 

(26) W.B. Fisher, The Middle East, a p h y s i c a l , s o c i a l and r e g i o n a l 
geography, pp. 460, 461. (Methuen, London 1959), M. Cary, 
The Geographical Background of Greek and Roman H i s t o r y , p. 207 
Oxford 1949; A.H. Keane, A f r i c a , v o l . I , p. 574, f f . London 
1895. 
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wrongly as one of the most probable causes of the N i l e f l o o d . The 

other winds can be described as v a r i a b l e but mainly s o u t h e r l y or 

south-westerly winds and these were dust and sand loaded winds. 

They could s a f e l y be described as corresponding t o the dreaded and 

pe s t i f e r o u s Khamseen winds, which blow i n f r e q u e n t l y but which do 

blow f o r a few days during s p r i n g . 
(27) 

Besides Diodorus gave us a mythological s t o r y , 
< i 

though i t contained a nucleus of t r u t h , t h a t when i n Deucalions 
( 

f l o o d most l i v i n g t h ings were destroyed, i t was probable t h a t the 
i n h a b i t a n t s of Upper Egypt survived r a t h e r than any ot h e r s , since 

t h e i r country was r a i n l e s s f o r the most p a r t . For according t o 
(28) 

Strabo, who quoted h i s predecessors - such as Poseidonius of 
(29) (30) Apameia and A r i s t o b u l u s of Cessandreia, no r a i n f a l l s i n 

the Thebais and the country round Syene (Aswan). But l a t e r 
(31) (32) Diodorus quoted Oenopides of Chios as s t a t i n g 

c a t e g o r i c a l l y t h a t Egypt (as a whole) had no r a i n , Egypt was also 
(33) 

described as having no r a i n by Ovid, who said t h a t Egypt was 

sai d t o have lacked the r a i n s t h a t blessed i t s f i e l d ; by 

(27) Diod. I . 10 quoted from Hecat. Abd. f i . 300 B.C. and wrote the 
"Aegyptiaka". 

(28) Strabo, XV. l . 19; x v n . 1.5. 

(29) For Poseidonius of Apameia, see F.Jacoby, F.G.H. T e i l I l a L i e f . 
3 p.270. 

(30) For A r i s t o b u l u s of Cassandria, see F.Jacoby F.G.H. T e i l I I . 
L i e f I . p. 780. 

(31) Diod. I . 41. (32) Oenopides of Chios, an astronomer and 
mathematician of the 5 t h C. B.C. 

(33) Ovid. Ars Amatoria, I . 647. 
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(34) T i b u l l u s who, addressing the N i l e , as i f i t was a god, s a i d , 

"because of you (0 N i l e ) your Egypt never sues f o r showers, nor 

the parched blade bows t o Jove the Rain-giver", and by Pomponius 
(35) 

Mela who expressed h i s s u r p r i s e at Egypt, which, he s a i d , 
though devoid of r a i n , was amazingly f e r t i l e , p roductive and 

( 3 6 ) 

abounding m men and other animals. Only Columella c o r r e c t l y 

s t a t e d t h a t r a i n was scarce i n Egypt, 

The Eastern Desert, or more s p e c i f i c a l l y the isthmus 

between Coptos ( Q i f t ) and Myos Hormos (Abu Sha'r e l - Q i b l i ) was, 
(37) 

according t o Strabo, a region where r a i n s carcely f e l l , 
nevertheless they b u i l t c i s t e r n s f o r i t . Rain also occurred i n the 

(38 ) 
Western Desert according t o the same c l a s s i c a l author. The 
most remarkable t h i n g i s t h a t only from one of the c l a s s i c a l 

(39) 

authors, namely Horace, t h a t we were t o l d t h a t Egypt ( l i t . 

Memphis) had no snow. 

(34) T i b u l l u s , Triumph of Messala, I . v n , 25-26. 

(35) Pomponius Mela, Chorographia, I . IX, 49. 

(36) Columella, De Re Rustica, I I . x i . 3, 

(37) Strabo, 17.1.45. 

(38) Strabo, 17.1.43. 

(39) Horace ( b . 65 B.C.), Odes. I I I . x x v i . 10. 
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According t o almost a l l the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s , Egypt 

had no r a i n , w i t h the exception of the Eastern and Western Deserts, 

where r a i n occurred. Comparing what the c l a s s i c a l authors s a i d 

concerning the absence of r a i n i n Egypt w i t h the a c t u a l f a c t s , we 

f i n d them going very f a r and exaggerating t h e i r statements, perhaps 

t o make a complete and sharp constrast w i t h the c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s 

m theicr c o u n t r i e s where r a i n occurred more than i n Egypt and where 

they, u n l i k e the Egyptians, depended t o a great extent on r a i n f a l l 

i n t h e i r d a i l y needs. For Egypt does not l a c k r a i n as they wrongly 

s t a t e d . Judging from the present c o n d i t i o n s i n Egypt, which- are 

presumably not d i f f e r e n t from those p r e v a i l i n g when the c l a s s i c a l 

authors concerned were w r i t i n g , we f i n d t h a t the nothern coastal 

r e g i o n belongs t o the Mediterranean climate w i t h a w i n t e r 
(40) 

r a i n f a l l , w h i l e the r e s t of the country belongs t o the 
c o n t i n e n t a l c l i m a t e . Consequently the r a i n f a l l d i f f e r s i n amount 

(41) 
from n o r t h t o south. For w h i l e Cairo receives w i n t e r r a i n f a l l 
which a c t u a l l y l a s t s f o r a very short time, Upper Egypt receives 

S 

r a m very r a r e l y , once m every f o u r or even f i v e year,, and when 

r a i n f a l l occurs t h e r e , i t , being so sudden and very heavy, causes 

floods and widespread d e s t r u c t i o n f o r man and other things. This i s 

(40) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p.207; H. Kees, o p . c i t . p.47; Encyc. B r i t . 
V o l. 8.S.V. Egypt. 

(41) M. Cary, l o c . c i t ; Encyc. B r i t , l o c . c i t . ; H. Kees, l o c . c i t . 
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why r a i n was considered i n the pas t and i s s t i l l c o nsidered i n the 
(42) 

present time a c u r s e by the people of Upper Egypt. But 
(43) 

Strabo i s c o r r e c t as f a r as the d e s e r t regions a r e concerned. 

As regards Horace's statement t h a t Egypt was devoid of snow, we fund 
(44) 

t h a t a modern s c h o l a r c o n t r a d i c t s t h a t statement by s t a t i n g 

t h a t i n w i n t e r s l i g h t snow showers may spread as f a r south as 

Aswan, such a statement the present w r i t e r cannot support, f o r he 

has n e i t h e r heard of nor seen snow showers o c c u r r i n g i n Egypt; 

what he has w i t n e s s e d was s l i g h t h a i l storms, but he, being not a 

c l i m a t o l o g i s t and unacquainted w i t h v a r i o u s types of snow, 

cannot draw the l i n e between them. 

(42) H. Kees, l o c . c i t . and a l s o G.A. Wamwright, The S k y R e l i g i o n 
I n Egypt, p.100 (Cambridge 1938). 
T h e i r words can be supported by the present w r i t e r ' s 
p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s of the f l o o d s a t Kena, i n Upper Egypt, 
and i t s e f f e c t i n 1954. 

(43) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 22. 

(44) W.B. F i s h e r , o p . c i t . p. 461. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FLORA AND FAUNA 

From the f o l l o w i n g account we s h a l l observe t h a t the 

f l o r a of ancxent Egypt had been w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d i n the w r i t i n g of 

the c l a s s i c a l authors, not n e c e s s a r i l y i n a l l of them. We s h a l l 

see a l s o t h a t P l i n y and to some extent Diodorus w i l l be the c h i e f 

authors on whom we are going to depend i n t h i s c h apter. We s h a l l 

a l s o n o t i c e that a n c i e n t Egypt seemed to have had v a r i o u s s p e c i e s 

of t r e e s , bushes and other types of p l a n t s , perhaps more than the 

p r e s e n t day. The i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of c u l t i v a t i o n i s p o s s i b l y the 

main f a c t o r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r reducing the number of the w i l d f l o r a 

xn Egypt. I n a n c i e n t Egypt, l x k e today, the f l o r a was 

r e s t r i c t e d by the v a s t expanse of a r i d d e s e r t and was to be found 

mainly near the N i l e , i n c a n a l s , marshes, round the s p r i n g s of the 

oases of the Western Desert and a l s o where r a i n f a l l s i n the 
(2) 

d e s e r t s . S i n c e a n c i e n t Egypt had many s o r t s of p l a n t s and s i n c e 

many of these p l a n t s were b r i e f l y mentioned or l e n g t h i l y d e s c r i b e d 

by v a r i o u s c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , xt w x l l be a laborxous t a s k , as 
( 3 ) 

Diodorus r x g h t l y put x t , to mentxon a l l of them xn the scope of 

thxs present work. 
( 1 ) Encyc. B r x t . p.35. V o l . 8. S.V. Egypt. 
( 2 ) M. R o s t o v t z e f f , The S o c i a l and Economic H i s t o r y of the 

H e l l e n i s t i c World, V o l . I . p. 298, 299; E n c y c l . B r i t . V o l . 8 . p.35 
S.V. Egypt. 

(3) Diod. I . 34, quoted from Hecataeus of Abdera. 
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The f a c t t h a t the land of Egypt, u n l i k e Greece, was 

a very productive l a n d , was recognised by many c l a s s i c a l authors^ 
(4) 

by Diodorus who s a i d , " s i n c e the D e l t a i s a l l u v i a l s o i l and 

w e l l watered, i t produces many crops of every k i n d , m as much as 

the r i v e r ( N i l e ) by i t s annual r i s e r e g u l a r l y d e p o s i t s on i t 
( 5 ) 

f r e s h s l i m e " . Diodorus f u r t h e r s t a t e s "many other p l a n t s , 

capable of supplying men w i t h the n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e , grow i n 

Egypt i n great abundance, but i t would be a long t a s k to t e l l about 

them". Diodorus went on to say " s i n c e the N i l e has a g e n t l e 

c u r r e n t , i t c a r r i e s down a great q u a n t i t y of a l l kinds of e a r t h , 

and, furthermore, gathers m stagnant pools i n low p l a c e s , marshes 

ar e found which abound i n every k i n d of p l a n t . For tubers of every 

flower grow i n them and f r u i t s and vegetables which grow on s t a l k s , 

of a nature p e c u l i a r to the country, supplying an abundance 

s u f f i c i e n t to render the poor and the s i c k among the i n h a b i t a n t s 

s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g . For not only do they a f f o r d a v a r i e d d i e t , ready 

a t hand and abundant f o r a l l who need i t , but they a l s o f u r n i s h not 
a few of the other t h i n g s which c o n t r i b u t e to the n e c e s s i t i e s of 

(7) 

l i f e " . Strabo , too, t o l d us t h a t by nature the land of Egypt 

produces more f r u i t than do other l a n d s , and s t i l l more when 
(4) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(6) Diod. I . 35. 

(5) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(7) S trabo, 17.1.3. 
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watered. P l i n y a l s o seems to have corroborated Diodorus and 
( 8 ) 

Strabo when he s t a t e d , "most people use wxld p l a n t s f o r 

food, e s p e c i a l l y the people of Egypt, a land very f r u i t f u l i n 

c rops, y e t about the only one t h a t could manage without them, so 

gre a t an abundance of food does i t get from p l a n t s " . The s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y of Egypt was e x p l i c i t l y s t r e s s e d by Strabo, who i n one 

(9) 
passage s t a t e d t h a t the a n c i e n t Egyptians were i n d i f f e r e n t to 
f o r e i g n e r s and d i d not want f o r e i g n imports because they were s e l f 

(10) 

s u f f i c i e n t ; and i n another he d e s c r i b e d Egypt as i n c l i n e d to 

peace from the o u t s e t because of i t s s e l f s u f f i c i e n c y and 

i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y . T h i s c l a i m of the s e l f s u f f i c i e n c y i s not 

e n t i r e l y t r u e ; i t i s , i n f a c t , a l i t t l e exaggerated. I t i s t r u e , 

however, t h a t Egypt was to a g r e a t e r extent s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . I t was 

even one of the g r e a t e s t exporters of the a n c i e n t c o u n t r i e s of the 

Mediterranean d e s p i t e i t s l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n . ^ And d e s p i t e the 

c l a i m by the c l a s s i c a l authors t h a t Egypt had many kinds of t r e e s , 

which i s e n t i r e l y t r u e , t h i s l a r g e number of t r e e s was not adequate 
(12) 

to the expanding needs of Egypt. Egypt, t h e r e f o r e , has always 

( 8 ) P l i n y , N.H. XXI. 86. ( 9 ) Strabo, 17.1.6. 

(10) Strabo, 17.1.53. 

(11) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p.212. c f . a l s o H.I. B e l l , Egypt from 
Alexander The Great To The Arab Conquest, p.50 (Oxford 1948). 

(12) M. R o s t o v t z e f f , The S o c i a l and Economic H i s t o r y of the 
H e l l e n i s t i c World, V o l . I . pp. 298, 299, 300. 

/ 
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(13) been i n need of timber f o r the b u i l d i n g of i t s f l e e t s . I t 

had to go and look f o r t h i s timber i n other l a n d s . Indeed, 

Egypt had imported (and s t i l l imports) timber from P h o e n i c i a and 
(14) 

s e v e r a l other c o u n t r i e s i n A s i a and A f r i c a . Furthermore, 

the Ptolemaic Kings had taken other measures to ensure l o c a l supply 

of timber. E x t e n s i v e t r e e - p l a n i n g was c a r r i e d out on the 
(15) 

embankments by the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t was done probably by 

the compulsory labour of the population under the s u p e r v i s i o n of 

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and under the guarantee of s p e c i a l 

c o n t r a c t o r s . T r e e s and shrubs were f i r s t p l a n t e d i n n u r s e r i e s and 

afterwards t r a n s p l a n t e d to the embankments. But the Ptolemies d i d 

not achieve complete s u c c e s s i n a c c l i m a t i z i n g t r e e s s u i t a b l e f o r 

s h i p - b u i l d i n g , such as the l a r g e r c o n i f e r s f o r the sedimentary 
s o i l of the N i l e V a l l e y i s too powdery to g i v e a f i r m hold to 

(16) 

t r e e r o o t s . Consequently, the Ptolemies, l i k e the Pharaohs 

before them, continued to b r i n g i n t h e i r timber from abroad. The 
(13) Ancient Egyptian M a t e r i a l s and I n d u s t r i e s , A. Lucas, 4th Ed, 

r e v i s e d by J.R. H a r r i s , p. 429. London, 1962; M. Cary, o p . c i t . 
p.211; P i e r r e Montet, E t e r n a l Egypt, p.109. Eng.trans, by 
Doreen Weightman, c f . a l s o H.I. B e l l , l o c . c i t . 

(14) A. L u c a s , l o c . c i t . ; M.Cary, l o c . c i t , ; P i e r r e Montet, l o c . c i t . ; 
J . L i n d s a y , D a i l y L i f e I n Roman Egypt, p.94, London (1963), 

(15) R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c , c i t 0 

(16) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p.211 
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Ptolemxes had a l s o taken other measures to p r o t e c t the young t r e e s 
(17) 

agaxnst sheep and, of course, goats and other domestxc anxmals. 

The cuttxng of the o l d e r t r e e s and of the branches and the handlxng 
(18) 

of f a l l e n t r e e s were a l s o s t r i c t l y r e g u l a t e d . The Ptolemaic 
(19) 

r e g u l a t i o n s concerning c u t t i n g t r e e s p e r s i s t e d under the Romans , 

Even the use of p r x v a t e l y owned t r e e s were submxtted to c e r t a x n 
(20) 

r e g u l a t x o n s , but th e r e i s not much evidence to support t h i s view, 
Egypt, t h e r e f o r e , was not a t r e e l e s s country. C l a s s i c a l a u thors, 

(21) (22) (23) such as Diodorus, Strabo and P l i n y went even as f a r as 

to d e s c r i b e c e r t a i n t r e e s and p l a n t s as p e c u l i a r to Egypt, F o r e s t s 
(24) (25) or groves were not unknown i n A n c i e n t Egypt, Strabo and P l i n y 

(17) R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c i t , 

(18) R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c i t . ; J , Lxndsay, o p . c i t , p.94, and p, 331. 
n,12, where Li n d s a y c x t e s s e v e r a l evxdences. 

(19) J . Lxndsay op.cxt, p.94. 

(20) R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c x t . 

(21) Dxod, I , 34. 

(22) Strabo, 17.2.4. 

(23) Plxny. N.H. x m , 56; c f . a l s o Theophrastus, H,P. I V . n , 1. 

(24) Strabo, 17.1.35. 

(25) P l i n y , N.H. x i x i . 63. c f . a l s o Theophrastus, H.P. I V . 2,8, 
where Plxny seems c e r t a i n to have followed him verbatim. 
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mentioned the e x i s t e n c e of a grove of a c a c i a ( A(<»V ^ W ) 

m the Thebaid, i n a d i s t r i c t 300 s t a d i a ( or 40 Roman m i l e s ) 

d i s t a n t from the N i l e . P l i n y ^ ^ a l s o mentioned another f o r e s t 

r e g i o n round Memphis wi t h huge plum-trees "prunus", t h a t three 

men could not j o i n hands round the trunk. Even today one can see 

many groves of palm t r e e s a l l over the country, e s p e c i a l l y round 
(27) 

v i l l a g e s and s m a l l s e t t l e m e n t s . To the present w r i t e r ' s 

knowledge a l s o there are a t present i n Egypt two man-made woods 

c o n t a i n i n g v a r i o u s s p e c i e s of t r e e s , one a t Kena and the other a t 

Ouseem. 
The persea ( r T t f t f ' 6 ' * - & ^C^6<EtoC )(28> 1 S a m o n g 

(29) (30) (31) the t r e e s s a i d by Diodorus , Strabo , D i o s c o r i d e s and 
(32) (33) P l i n y to have grown i n a n c i e n t Egypt. Strabo t o l d us t h a t 

(34) 
, i t grew not only i n Egypt but a l s o m E t h i o p i a . Diodorus 

(26) P l i n y , x i n . 65, 

(27) The present w r i t e r ' s p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n . 

(28) Mimusops Shempen, A r a b i c . Labakh,(29) Diod. I , 34. quoted from 

Hecatae^us of Abdera. 

(30) Strabo, 17.2.4. 

(31) D i o s c o r i d e s , De Materia Medica, I . 187. 

(32) P l i n y . N.H. x m . 60. (33) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 

(34) Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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maintained t h a t i t was o r i g i n a l l y introduced from E t h i o p i a by 

Cambyses, King of the P e r s i a n s , when he conquered t h a t r e g i o n . 
(35) 

P l i n y , who followed Theophrastus, almost word by word, seemed 
( 36 ) 

to have misunderstood h i s source; f o r w h i l e i n one passage 

he i n c l u d e d the t r e e among the t r e e s p e c u l i a r to Egypt, i n another 
/on \ ^ 

passage he j o i n e d D i o s c o r i d e s m s a y i n g t h a t some 

a u t h o r i t i e s maintained t h a t the t r e e was t r a n s p l a n t e d from P e r s i a , 

where i t had poisonous n a t u r e , but a f t e r i t had been introduced 

to Egypt i t l o s t t h a t nature and became s a f e . Modern s c h o l a r s , 
(39) 

however, g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t the p e r s e a grew and/or was 
(40) 

e x t e n s i v e l y c u l t i v a t e d i n a n c i e n t Egypt. About the o r i g i n one 
(41) 

modern s c h o l a r s t a t e d t h a t i t has been suggested t h a t i t had 

(35) Theophrastus, H.P. I I I . i n . 4; I V . 11, 5,8,9. 

(36) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 56, 60. (37) P l i n y , N.H. XV, 4 4 f f . 

(38) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(39) J.K. Jackson, Changes I n The Climate And V e g e t a t i o n Of The Sudan^ 
Sudan Notes And Records, Vol.38. Double Number, Khartoum (1957), 
pp.56, 57. 

(40) R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c i t . ; A. L u cas, o p . c i t . p.439, H. Kees, o p . c i t . 
p.80; A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , ed by Posener, p.89. 
S.V. Fauna and F l o r a . 

(41) J.K. Jackson, l o c . c i t . 
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been o r i g i n a l l y i n t r o d u c e s from the Somali c o a s t ( t h e a n c i e n t Punt) 

by an e x p e d i t i o n s e n t by Queen Hatshepsut ( C 0 1500 B.C.) which 
(42) 

brought back numerous l i v i n g p l a n t s . The same author has a l s o 

s t a t e d t h a t i t seemed p o s s i b l e t h a t i n e a r l y d y n a s t i c times the 

persea might have grown w i l d i n the Red Sea H i l l s , and had been 

domesticated from t h e r e . 

The C l a s s i c a l authors, however, a s c r i b e d many uses 
(43) (44) to the persea; i t s f r u i t s a r e e a t a b l e and of medical use; 
(45) 

i t s l e a v e s a r e a l s o used f o r medicine and i t s timber i s good 
(46) 

f o r making s t a t u e s . S u r p r i s i n g l y enough none of the c l a s s i c a l 
(47) 

authors mentioned the f a c t t h a t the persea was a s a c r e d t r e e . 

(42) J.K.Jackson, l o c . c i t . 

(43) Diod. l o c . c i t . ; Strabo, l o c . c i t . ; D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t ; 
P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 60 ; c f . a l s o Theophrastus, H.P. IV, 
n . 5. 

(44) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(45) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(46) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 60 ; a l s o Theophrastus, l o c . c i t . where 
he d e s c r i b e d the timber of persea as u s e f u l not only f o r 
making s t a t u e s , but a l s o beds and other t h i n g s . 

(47) See P l i n y , N.H. I n Loeb. ed. V o l . V I I . p.528. 
Index Plantorum. 
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(48) The sycamore t r e e , which i s s t i l l found i n 
(49) 

Egypt, a l s o grew i n a n c i e n t Egypt. The t r e e was d e s c r i b e d 

b r i e f l y by D i o d o r u s ^ 0 ^ and by S t r a b o ^ ^ v e r y b r i e f l y , and i n 
(52) 

g r eat d e t a i l by P l i n y , who as a matter of f a c t drew most o± 

h i s i nformation about the f l o r a of Egypt from Theophrastus. 
(53) (54) P l i n y , who was f o l l o w i n g Theophrastus, and Strabo 

mentioned the sycamore among t r e e s p e c u l i a r to Egypt, which i s not 

t r u e ; f o r the t r e e was common to Egypt as w e l l as to other 
(55) 

c o u n t r i e s , A. Ernout suggested t h a t the t r e e seemed to have 

o r i g i n a t e d from A b y s s i n i a , but l a t e r i t was n a t u r a l i s e d m the 

N i l e V a l l e y s i n c e very remote ages. I n the meantime the t r e e d i d 

not remain confined to these p l a c e s only, but afterwards i t 

s pread i n t o P a l e s t i n e and the e a s t where i t can be found up to the 

p r e s e n t time. 

(48) F i c u s Sycomoros, 

(49) Diod. I . 34, Strabo, 17.2,4; P l i n y N.H. X I I I . 56, 57; c f . a l s o 
Theophrastus H.P. IV. n . 1; For modern r e f . v. A. Lucas 
o p . c i t . p.439, H. Kees, o p . c i t . p.80, A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l . 
p.89, s v . F l o r a and Fauna;M. R o s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c i t . 

(50) Diod. l o c . c i t . (51) Strabo, l o c , c i t . 

(52) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . (53) Theophrastus, l o c . c i t . 

(54) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 

(55) A. Ernout, P l m e L'Ancien, N.H. 13. on Ch.56, n.2. p.87, 
Bude. 
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The t r e e was c o r r e c t l y p r i z e d f o r i t s p r o l i f i c 

p r o d u c t i o n ^ * ^ , f o r i t was s a i d by P l i n y , t h a t xt produced 
( 58^ 

seven crops i n summer and by Diodorus , a l l the year round. 
(59) 

The f r u i t , Strabo s a i d , , resembled a f i g , but i t was not as 
(60) 

t a s t y as the f i g . Another author t o l d us t h a t because i t 

produced a l l the year round, the poor found a ready source of 

(61) 

food to tur n to i n need. The timber was a l s o of g r e a t use 

( e s p e c i a l l y f o r s h i p b u i l d i n g ) . L i k e the p e r s e a , the 

sycamore was a s a c r e d t r e e , f o r i t was regarded as a m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
(63) 

of the sky-goddess, but t h i s point was a l s o ignored by a l l 

the c l a s s i c a l a u t hors. 

The b l a c k mulberry t r e e was s u r p r i s i n g l y mentioned as 

growing i n a n c i e n t Egypt ( as i s the ca s e today) by Diodorus 

o n l y . Diodorus c a l l e d i t sycammos and s a i d t h a t i t bore the b l a c k 

mulberry ( jWo^oV ) . I t i s understood t h a t the f r u i t was eaten, 

though Diodorus d i d not mention t h a t e x p l i c i t l y . Nothing was a l s o 

(56) Diod. l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , l o c . c i t ; c f . a l s o Theophrastus, l o c . c i t . 
T h i s can be supported by the p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n of the 
pr e s e n t w r i t e r . 

(57) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . (58) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(59) Strabo, l o c . c i t . , c f . a l s o Theophrastus, l o c . c i t . 

(60) Diod. l o c . c i t . (61) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . , c f , a l s o Theophrastus, 
l o c . c i t . 

( 6 2 ) A. L u c a s , o p . c i t . p. 439; R e s t o v t z e f f , l o c . c i t . 

(63) A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , p. 89. S.V. F l o r a and Fauna. 

(64) Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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mentioned about the use of i t s l e a v e s as food f o r silkworms. 

The c e l e b r a t e d date-palm t r e e , the most common 

t r e e of Egypt m the p a s t and the p r e s e n t , was s a i d by Strabo, 
(66") (67) D i o s c o r i d e s ' and P l i n y to have grown i n a n c i e n t Egypt. 

One can see, however, from the information r e c e i v e d from the 

c l a s s i c a l a u thors, t h a t , l i k e today, a n c i e n t Egypt possessed a 

v a r i e t y of date-palms t r e e s . According to Strabo, the date-palm 

of Egypt was not of good s p e c i e s ; and i n the r e g i o n of the 

D e l t a and A l e x a n d r i a i t produced f r u i t t h a t was not good to eat; 

but the palm-tree i n the Thebais was b e t t e r than the r e s t . 

Strabo a l s o mentioned t h a t the Thebaic date was of two k i n d s , of 

which one was c a l l e d the C a r y o t i c . The Thebaic date was harder, 

but more agreeable to t a s t e . Judging from the q u a l i t y of the date 

of Egypt at p r e s e n t , one cannot help s a y i n g t h a t Strabo i s 

c e r t a i n l y wrong i n s t a t i n g t h a t the date of Egypt was of bad 

s p e c i e s and t h a t the dates of the D e l t a and A l e x a n d r i a were not 

e a t a b l e a t a l l . The Egyptian date, however, might not have been as 

good as the d a t e s erf oLlterrp^rfes of the neighbouring c o u n t r i e s , but 

(65) Strabo, 17.1.51. 

(66) D i o s c r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 148. 

(67) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 26 f f . 

(68) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 
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what i s c e r t a i n i s t h a t i t was not of bad q u a l i t y . The date 

produced i n the D e l t a and A l e x a n d r i a was s u r e l y e a t a b l e , but I 

agree w i t h Strabo t h a t the date of the Thebaid was and s t i l l i s 

of much b e t t e r q u a l i t y than the former. According to D i o s c o r i d e s 

the dates were eaten and a l s o had m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . P l i n y , 

whose account on the v a r i o u s s p e c i e s of palm-dates was borrowed 

from Theophrastus, spoke i n a more d e t a i l e d method, some of the 

time confusing the date-palm with other kinds of palms such as the 

doum-palm which we a r e going to mention s h o r t l y . He a s c r i b e d many 

uses f o r the date—palm; the date was eaten and had m e d i c i n a l 

p r o p e r t i e s ; i t was u s e f u l f o r making wines and f o r f a t t e n i n g p i g s . 

The timber and other p a r t s of the t r e e were u s e f u l f o r making 

va r i o u s a r t i c l e s , f o r r o o f i n g , b a s k e t s , ropes, e t c . I n s h o r t , the 

palm-tree was as common i n a n c i e n t Egypt as i t i s today, and of 

v a r i o u s s p e c i e s , and was a l s o very u s e f u l as today, but i t was 
(71) 

never a s t a p l e product as i t was and s t i l l i s i n Mesopotamia 

The doum-palm (Hyphoene T h e b a i c a ) , which belongs to 
(72) 

the f a m i l y of p a l m — t r e e s , was a l s o s a i d to have grown i n a n c i e n t 

Egypt and i s s t i l l to be found growing i n Egypt a t p r e s e n t , though 

only i n the uppermost p a r t of the country. Though the doum-palm 

(69) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(71) Ms Cary, o p . c i t . p. 211 

(70) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(72) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 149. 
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belonged to the palm-tree f a m i l y , i t was r i g h t l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d from 

the date-palm ( A r a b i c : Nakhla), the l a t t e r being s m g l e - t r u n k e d , 

w h i l e the former forked, having two or more t r u n k s . The f r u i t s 

were d i f f e r e n t i n shape and i n c o l o u r and i n t a s t e , and a l s o i n the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the timber and the shape of the l e a v e s . The 

t r e e was (and s t i l l i s , i f found) very u s e f u l , the f l e s h of the 

f r u i t was e a t a b l e , f o r making wine and of m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s ; 

w h i l e the k e r n e l i n s i d e was u s e f u l f o r making c u r t a i n r i n g s , and the 

wood of the stem was very much i n esteem and i t was p a r t i c u l a r l y so 

a t t r a c t i v e to the P e r s i a n s ( i . e . during t h e i r r u l e of Egypt) t h a t 

they made the f e e t of t h e i r couches out of i t . The l e a v e s , l i k e 

those of the date-palms, were used f o r p l a i t i n g . The low-growing 
(73) (74) palm, or dwarf-palm, was a l s o s a i d to have grown i n Egypt. 

I t s n u c l e i were used i n the same way as those of the doum-palm, f o r 

m e d i c i n a l purposes. The dwarf-palm and i t s uses were a l s o 
( 75 ) (76) d e s c r i b e d by Theophrastus and P l i n y , but no mention of i t s 

(77) 
growing i n Egypt was given by them. The Balanos or "Myrobalanum" 

(73) The Chaemaerops h u m i l i s . (74) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 149. 

(75) Theophrastus, H.P. I I . v i . 11. 

(76) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I , 39; XXIV. 130. 

(77) L . B a l a n i t e s a e g y p t i a c a , A r a b i c ; el-Ban; 
Behen-nut or perfume nut. 
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(78) (79) 

was a l s o s a i d to have grown i n Egypt. According to some 

the t r e e was p e c u l i a r to Egypt, but according to o t h e r s i t grew i n 

other c o u n t r i e s b e s i d e s E g y p t . i t grew mainly i n the T h e b a i d ^ 1 ^ , 

The Thebaid kind was black i n c o l o u r and was p r e f e r r e d f o r i t s 

l a r g e y i e l d . I t was a l s o s a i d , P l i n y maintained, t h a t the E gyptian 

nut was even more oleaginous and had a t h i c k e r s h e l l of a r e d d i s h 

c o l o u r , and though i t grew i n marshy ground the p l a n t was s h o r t e r 

and d r i e r . The j u i c e (or s c e n t ) was e x t r a c t e d from the s h e l l s , but 
(82) 

the k e r n e l s were u s e f u l f o r medicines . The timber, P l i n y added, 
although r e l i a b l e , was not so h i g h l y valued, as a l a r g e p r oportion 

(83) 
of i t had a t w i s t e d g r a m , so i t was only used f o r s h i p b u i l d i n g . 

(84) 

P l i n y a p p a r e n t l y confusing h i s a u t h o r i t i e s , 

mentioned a s p e c i e s of palm- t r e e which he c a l l e d "palma a d i p s o s " 

(78) P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 100-102; X I I I 61. c f . Theophrastus, H.P. IV. 
i i . 6, 

(79) Theophrastus, H.P. I V . l i . 1. 

(80) P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 100-102. 

(81) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(82) P l i n y , l o c . c i t ; c f . a l s o Theophrastus l o c . c i t . who agreed w i t h 
P l i n y t h a t the husk or s h e l l i s u s e f u l f o r unguent, but u n l i k e 
P l i n y he s a i d t h a t the f r u i t was u s e l e s s , moreover, he d i d not 
mention the use of k e r n e l f o r medicine. 

(83) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(84) P l i n y , N-H, ; X I I , 103. 
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( i . e . not t h i r s t y ) and which was used i n the same way as a 

Myrobalanum, namely, f o r making unguents. For t h i s was not a t r e e 

but a f r u i t of the Egyptian date-palm when i t i s u n r i p e , and which 
(85) 

was d e s c r i b e d by D i o s c o r i d e s as s i m i l a r to the 

of A r a b i a , though a modern a u t h o r t h o u g h t of i t as the doum-
(87) 

palm, to which we r e f e r r e d e a r l i e r . P l i n y a l s o f e l l i n t o the 

same mistake when he spoke of the t r e e c a l l e d e l a t e , palma or 
(88) 

s p a t u l a . D i o s c o r i d e s who d e s c r i b e d the Phoenix e l a t e or 

Palma-Elate d i d not c a l l i t a t r e e but the s k i n or e n c l o s u r e of the 

f r u i t of the date t r e e s when i t i s l e s s r i p e . T h i s f r u i t , of 

whatever t r e e may be, was used f o r producing unguent and f o r 

(89) 
medicine. 

The a c a c i a t r e e or thorn ( n(< A V » (A I fit 

(90) 
a c a c i a n i l o t i c a or ae g y p t i a c a , s p i n a , A r a b i c Sunt) a l s o grew and 

(91) 
s t i l l grows i n Egypt. Some d e s c r i b e d i t as an Egyptian t r e e 

(92) 
perhaps because of i t s being very common to t h a t country. Strabo 

(85) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 148. 

(86) A. Ernout, P l i n e L'Ancien N.H. X I I . comm. on Ch.103, n . l . p.97, 
Bude. 

(87) P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 134. (88) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 150. 

(89) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(90) Strabo, 17.1.35; D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 133; P l i n y , N.H. X I I I 
63; XXIV. 109, c f . a l s o Theophrastus, H.P. IV. n . 8 . 

(91) Theophrastus, H.P. IV. n . 1, c f . a l s o P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 56; 63, 
44, who i m p l i c i t l y i n c l u d e d the t r e e m the Egyptian t r e e s . 

(92) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 
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^ ™ ( 9 3 ) 

ana P l i n y mentxoned i t s g r o w t h i n a f o r e s t r e g i o n i n t h e T h e b a i d . 

P l i n y m e ntioned t h r e e k i n d s o f a c a c i a s , t h e b l a c k , t h e w h i t e and t h e 

g r e e n , t h e f i r s t b e i n g s t r o n g and l e s s l i a b l e t o decay and t h u s used 

f o r t h e r i b s o f t h e s h i p s , t h e w h i t e i s weak and e a s i l y decays; and 

a l t h o u g h t h e t h r e e k i n d s e m i t gum, t h e gum produced f r o m t h e g r e e n 
( 9 4 ) ( 9 5 ) a c a c i a i s much b e t t e r t h a n t h e r e s t . S t r a b o and D i o s c o r i d e s 

on t h e o t h e r hand spoke o f one k i n d o f a c a c i a o n l y . The t r e e was and 

s t i l l i s u s e f u l f o r many p u r p o s e s . F or b e s i d e s t h e use o f i t s t i m b e r 

f o r s h i p b u i l d i n g as mentioned b e f o r e , i t s f l o w e r s , a c c o r d i n g t o 
( 9 6 ) 

P l i n y were used f o r making g a r l a n d s , and had m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s , 
( 9 7 ) ( 9 8 ) The j u i c e e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e l e a v e s and t h e seeds had 

m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . The gum, w h i c h was produced e i t h e r o f i t s own 
(99 ) 

a c c o r d o r t h r o u g h i n c i s i o n , was a l s o used f o r m e d i c i n e . The seeds 

were a l s o used i n s t e a d o f o a k - g a l l s f o r t a n n i n g l e a t h e r . I t must 

be remembered t h a t t h e a c a c i a t r e e s t i l l p r o v i d e s u s e f u l t i m b e r f o r 

making many a r t i c l e s f o r t h e p e a s a n t s ; t h e seeds a r e s t i l l used f o r 

( 9 3 ) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 64; c f . T h e ophrastus H„P. I V . n . 8, 

( 9 4 ) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . ( 9 5) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

( 9 6 ) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 63; c f . a l s o T h e o p h r a s t u s , l o c . c i t . 

( 9 7 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 9 8 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . ( 9 9 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 0 0 ) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 63; c f . a l s o T h e o p h r a s t u s , l o c . c i t . 
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t a n n i n g , t h e gum as a d h e s i v e ; b u t t h e y no l o n g e r use i t f o r 

m e d i c i n a l p u r p o s e s . 

The mimosa a s p e r a t a , a s p i n o u s s h r u b and one o f 

s e v e r a l k i n d s o f a c a c i a s , was s a i d by P l i n y ^ 1 0 1 ^ , t h o u g h n o t by 

name, t o have grown i n t h e r e g i o n o f Memphis i n E g y p t , b u t i n h i s 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e t r e e and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , he seemed t o have 

been r a t h e r c o n f u s e d i n t r a n s l a t i n g T h e o p h r a s t u s . j n a n o t h e r 

p a s s a g e ^ " ^ ^ P l i n y , f o l l o w i n g A p o l l o d o r u s c o r r e c t l y d e s c r i b e d t h e 

s h r u b and c a l l e d i t aeschynomene ( l i t . s e n s i t i v e ) , a name p e r f e c t l y 

s u i t e d t o t h e p e c u l i a r n a t u r e o f t h a t bush. 

The oak t r e e ( >J © ^ y 5 - L. oy*wu*^ a c c o r d i n g t o 

P l i n y , ( 1 0 4 ^ grew i n t h e neighbourhood o f t h e T h e b a i d . N o t h i n g about 

t h e uses o f t h e t r e e was r e c o r d e d by t h e c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s , t h ough 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s showed t h e use o f i t s t i m b e r f o r v a r i o u s 
(105) 

p u r p o s e s . 

(101) P l i n y , N.H, X I I I . 65, c f . T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . n . 11 

(102) T h e o p h r a s t u s , l o c . c i t . 

( 103) P l i n y , N.H. XXIV. 167. 

(104) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 64, c f . T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . 1 1 . 8. 

(105) A. Lucas, o p . c i t , P. 438. 
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By t h e txme o f S t r a b o , o l x v e - t r e e ( "| » - L (T&vr*- ) 

g r o w i n g seems t o have been r e s t r i c t e d t o c e r t a x n areas i n E g y p t . 

For he t o l d u s ^ 1 0 ^ t h a t t h e A r s m o x t e none (El-Fayum) a l o n e was 

p l a n t e d w x t h o l x v e t r e e s t h a t were l a r g e and f u l l grown and bore 

f x n e f r u i t , and x t w o u l d a l s o produce good o l x v e o x l x f t h e o l x v e s 

were c a r e f u l l y g a t h e r e d . "But s i n c e t h e y n e g l e c t t h i s m a t t e r , 

a l t h o u g h t h e y make much o i l i t has a bad s m e l l " . The r e s t o f Egypt, 

however, had no o l i v e t r e e s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e gardens 

near A l e x a n d r i a , w h i c h were s u f f i c i e n t f o r s u p p l y i n g o l i v e s , b u t 

f u r n x s h e d no o x l . But P l i n y , who a p p a r e n t l y f o l l o w e d 
(108) 

T h e o p h r a s t u s , s t a t e d t h a t o l x v e t r e e s grew xn t h e v x c x n x t y o f 

t h e Thebaxd. 

U n l i k e t h e i r modern b r e t h r e n , t h e a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s 

were famous wine and beer d r i n k e r s . For t h e y n o t o n l y made w i n e f r o m 

d a t e as we mentioned b e f o r e , b u t a l s o f r o m t h e f r u i t o f t h e myxa, 
(109) 

w h i c h was s a i d by P l i n y t o have grown i n a n c i e n t Egypt f r o m t h e 
*- y 

f e r m e n t e d j u i c e o f t h e g r a p e . The v i n e — t r e e ( yj ^ ^( 7T£^oP ) was 

d e s c r i b e d as h a v i n g grown i n a n c i e n t Egypt by Diodorus^''""''^ who 

(106) S t r a b o , 17.1.35. 

(107) P l i n y , H.N. X I I I . 64. 

(108) T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . n . 8. 

(109) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 5 1 . 

(110) D i o d . 1.36. 
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s t a t e d t h a t i n Egypt t h e l a n d p l a n t e d w i t h t h e v i n e , b e i n g i r r i g a t e d 

as a r e t h e o t h e r f i e l d s , y i e l d e d an abundant s u p p l y o f wine f o r t h e 

i n h a b i t a n t s , and by S t r a b o who, b e s i d e s what he s a i d ^ ^ ^ b e f o r e 

about t h e M a r e o t i c w i n e , m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e Oasis (Kharga O a s i s ) 

l y i n g o p p o s i t e Abydus ( T e l l el-Amarna) i n L i b y a ( i . e . Western 

D e s e r t ) was abounding i n ( o r o f good) w i n e ( £ U « t V " f ) , and by 

P l m y ^ ' ' ' ^ who s t a t e d t h a t Egypt produced t h e "Sebennys" f r o m t h e 

f a c t t h a t i t was made f r o m grape w h i c h was grown i n t h e S e b e n n y t i c 

nome i n t h e D e l t a . T h i s w i ne was h e l d m esteem, b e i n g made f r o m 

t h r e e famous grapes t h a t grew t h e r e , t h e T h a s i a n , p r o b a b l y so c a l l e d 

because i t had been i n t r o d u c e d i n t o Egypt f r o m Thasos m t h e Aegean 

Sea, and d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g r e m a r k a b l e f o r i t s sweetness and 

l a x a t i v e q u a l i t i e s , t h e so o t o r smoky g r a p e , and t h e p i n e t r e e o r 

p i t c h y g r a p e . Horace,^"L"1'*^ t o o , spoke o f t h e M a r e o t i c w i n e , when 

he d e s c r i b e d C l e o p a t r a as a queen who l o s t h e r senses w i t h M a r e o t i c 

w i n e ' t c i e p p a t r a e ) mentem lymphatum M a r e o t i c o . " Wine made o f grapes 

seemed, t h e r e f o r e , t o have been t h e p r i n c i p a l wine o f t h e a n c i e n t 

(111) see p. 62. 

(112) S t r a b o , 17.1.42. 

(113) P l i n y , N.H. XIV. 74. 

(114) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 2 1 . 

(115) Horace. Odes. I . XXXVII. 14. 
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E g y p t i a n s . Evidence showing t h e v i n t a g e , t h e g a t h e r i n g o f t h e 

g r a p e s , w ine p r e s s i n g and d r i n k i n g p a r t i e s o f t h e E g y p t i a n s was 

f u l l y d e p i c t e d on t h e i r monuments. These evidences/' were 

summarised by A. L u c a s . ^ 1 ^ A n o t h e r s c h o l a r , o n t h e o t h e r 

hand, s t a t e d " w h i l e t h e N i l e v a l l e y i s a l m o s t i d e a l as an a r a b l e 

c o u n t r y , i t i s n o t w e l l s u i t e d t o t h e t y p i c a l garden i n d u s t r y o f 

t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n l a n d s " . A l t h o u g h t h e Greek o f t h e P t o l e m a i c 

e r a r a i s e d t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f wine t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e volume, o n l y 

a few brands such as t h e M a r e o t i c v i n t a g e we r e f e r r e d t o above 

c o u l d have been f i t f o r r o y a l t a b l e . V i n e - t r e e s g a r d e n s , however, 

a r e t o be foun d everywhere i n p r e s e n t - d a y Egypt, and t h o u g h g r e a t 

q u a n t i t i e s a r e produced y e t o n l y a l i t t l e amount o f w i n e i s made 

l o c a l l y due t o r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s . 

The f i g t r e e ( F i c u s G a r i c a ) , w h i c h i s a q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t t r e e f r o m t h e f i c u s sycomorus above m e n t i o n e d , was a l s o 

c u l t i v a t e d i n a n c i e n t E g y p t . P l i n y , r e f e r r e d t o an e x c e l l e n t 

v i n e g a r , w h i c h was o f a b e t t e r q u a l i t y , made o f A l e x a n d r i a n f i g , 

so c a l l e d f r o m i t s c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n . A l e x a n d r i a n f i g b e l o n g e d t o 

t h e b l a c k f i g f a m i l y , b u t i t had a c l e f t o f w h i t i s h c o l o u r and was 

c a l l e d t h e l u x u r y f i g . Evidences o b t a i n e d f r o m E g y p t i a n monuments 

(116) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p.16 f f . (117) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 211. 

(1 1 8 ) P l i n y , N.H. XIV. 102; XV. 70. c f . T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I . i n . 
6. I . i x . 5„ 
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pr o v e t h e c u l t i v a t i o n and t h e use o f f i g i n a n c i e n t E g y p t ^ 1 ^ ^ . 
The f i g t r e e , however, i s s t i l l grown m Egypt and i t s f r u i t i s 
e a t e n f r e s h o r d r i e d . Egypt a l s o had t h e pomegranate (Punicum 
g r a n a t u m ) ^ ^ ^ . The s k i n o f i t s u n r i p e f r u i t was e s p e c i a l l y used 
f o r d r e s s i n g l e a t h e r , and i t s f l o w e r s a r e u s e f u l b o t h f o r m e d i c i n e 

and f o r d y e i n g c l o t h ; i t has g i v e n i t s name t o a s p e c i a l c o l o u r 
(121) ( 1 2 2 ) ( i . e . Punicus " p u r p l e " ) . I t was sug g e s t e d t h a t t h e f r u i t 

was used f o r p r o d u c i n g w i n e i n a n c i e n t Egypt, b u t i t was n o t 

mentioned by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s . 

The r i v e r , t h e c a n a l s , t h e marshes o f t h e D e l t a o f 

Egypt s u p p o r t e d t h e g r o w t h o f a c o u n t l e s s number o f shrubs and 

p l a n t s . The most famous o f t h e s e shrubs i n E g y p t , i n d e e d i n t h e 
<-cfr*i t~~ 

whole w o r l d o f a n t i q u i t y , was t h e papyrus ( 0 Tffi-ftU^o^ &Y iff ^ u | 3 ^ g S 
A 

(123 ) 
L. Cyperus P a p y r u s ) . T h i s shrub grew i n a n c i e n t Egypt. I t was 

(12 4 ) 

mentioned by S t r a b o who s t a t e d t h a t papyrus grew i n t h e 

E g y p t i a n marshes and l a k e s , and t h a t i t d i d n o t grow i n l a r g e 

q u a n t i t i e s i n t h e r e g i o n o f A l e x a n d r i a and westward ( f o r i t was n o t 

c u l t i v a t e d ) , b u t i t grew i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s i n t h e l o w e r p a r t o f 

(11 9 ) A.Lucas, o p . c i t . 443. 

(120) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 112, 113. c f . a l s o T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I I . n . 
7 ; I I I . i n . 2. 

(12 1 ) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . ( 122) Lucas, o p . c i t . p.23. 

(123) S t r a b o , 17.1.15; 17.2.4; D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 115, P l i n y , N.H. 
X I I I . 68-81. O v i d , Metam, XV, 753. c f . Hdt. n . 92. 
T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . v m . 3. 

( 1 2 4 ) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 



- 106 -

t h e D e l t a . S t r a b o , f u r t h e r m o r e , saxd t h a t t h e sh r u b was p e c u l i a r 

t o E g y p t , f o r i t grew o n l y t h e r e and among t h e I n d i a n s . P l m y / 1 ^ 5 ^ 

on t h e one hand, agreed w i t h S t r a b o when he s a i d t h a t papyrus grew 

i n t h e swamps o f Egypt o r e l s e i n t h e s l u g g i s h w a t e r s o f t h e 

N i l e , where t h e y had o v e r f l o w e d and l a y s t a g n a n t i n p o o l s , and he 

mentioned i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e S e b e n n y t i c and S a i t i c Nomes i n t h e 

D e l t a o f Egypt as r e g i o n s where papyrus grew by h i s t i m e . P l i n y ^ 1 ^ ^ 

on t h e o t h e r hand, d i d m e n t i o n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s such as S y r i a as 
(127 ) 

p l a c e s where t h a t shrub grew. O v i d , p o e t i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d 

t h e N i l e as p a p y r i f e r ( p a p y r u s - p r o d u c i n g ) , w h i c h meant e i t h e r t h a t 

papyrus grew i n t h e N i l e o r t h a t b o a t s made o f papyrus were seen 

s a i l i n g on t h e N i l e . Whatever i t may be, Ovid's s t a t e m e n t cannot 

be t a k e n l i t e r a l l y . 
( 1 2 8 ) 

Some c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s mentioned some o f t h e 

uses o f papyrus f o r s e v e r a l p u r p o s e s . The r o o t was e a t e n , and used 

as f u e l and f o r making v a r i o u s u t e n s i l s and v e s s e l s . F l o w e r s were 

made i n t o w r e a t h s f o r s t a t u e s o f t h e gods. The stem i t s e l f was 

e x t r e m e l y u s e f u l ; f o r b o a t s were made f r o m i t ; and f r o m t h e r i n d 

were a l s o made a v a r i e t y o f a r t i c l e s , such as s a i l s , masts, a k i n d 

o f r a i m e n t , c o v e r l e t s , ropes and many o t h e r t h i n g s , and was a l s o 
(129) 

used f o r f o o d . The papyrus was a l s o used f o r m e d i c i n a l purposes , 

(125) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 2 6 ) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 73. 

(129 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 2 7 ) O v i d , l o c . c i t . 

(128) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 71 f f . ; 
V I I 206. c f . H dt, l o c . c i t . , 
T h e o p h r a s t u s , l o c . c i t . D i o d . I . 80. 
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The p r i n c i p a l use o f p a p y r u s , however, f o r w h i c h i t e n j o y e d i t s 

most w i d e s p r e a d fame i n t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d , was f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

w r i t i n g m a t e r i a l , b e t t e r known as papyrus r o l l , w h i c h was t h e 

f o r e r u n n e r o f modern paper, t o w h i c h i t gave i t s n a i e / 1 ^ ^ I t i s 

h e r e t h a t we f i n d t h e b e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n g i v e n by P l i n y . For 

P l i n y was t h e s o l e w r i t e r t o d e s c r i b e m i n u t e l y t h e method o f 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g t h e papyrus r o l l s , on w h i c h , P l i n y r i g h t l y s a i d , ^ 1 " ^ 

c i v i l i z a t i o n o r , a t a l l e v e n t s , w r i t t e n r e c o r d s l a r g e l y depended. 
(132) 

For a modern o p i n i o n , c o r r o b o r a t i n g P l i n y ' s s t a t e m e n t , says 

t h a t w i t h o u t papyrus f r o m Egypt and t h e i n g e n u i t y o f t h e 

E g y p t i a n s , i t w o u l d have been l e s s easy t o t r a n s m i t c l a s s i c a l 

t r a d i t i o n s . 

The p r o c e s s o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g papyrus s h e e t s g i v e n 
(133) 

by P l i n y i s as f o l l o w s Papyrus ( i . e . t h e stem o f t h e 

p l a n t ) i s s p l i t w i t h a n e e d l e i n t o v e r y t h i n s t r i p s made as b r o a d 

as p o s s i b l e . Then i t i s woven on a b o a r d m o i s t e n e d w i t h w a t e r 

f r o m t h e N i l e , muddy l i q u i d s u p p l y i n g t h e e f f e c t o f g l u e . F i r s t , 

an u p r i g h t l a y e r i s smeared on t h e t a b l e , u s i n g t h e f u l l l e n g t h o f 

papyrus a v a i l a b l e a f t e r t h e t r i m m i n g s have been c u t o f f a t b o t h 

( 1 3 0 ) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 31) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 63, 70. 

( 1 3 2 ) A D i e t , o f Egypt. C i v i l , ed. by Posener, P. 208, s.v. 
"papyr u s " . 

(133) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 74-81; c f . N. L e w i s , L * I n d u s t r i e du .Papyri 
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ends, and a f t e r w a r d s c r o s s s t r x p s complete t h e l a t t i c e - w o r k . 
The n e x t s t e p i s t o p r e s s i t i n p r e s s e s , and t h e s h e e t s a r e 
d r i e d i n t h e sun and t h e n j o i n e d t o g e t h e r , t h e n e x t s t r i p used 
always d i m i n i s h i n g m q u a l i t y down t o t h e w o r s t o f a l l . There 
a r e never more t h a n t w e n t y s h e e t s t o a r o l l . T h i s i s n o t t r u e . 
The p r o c e s s i s smoothening o u t t h e roughness, w h i c h i s done w i t h 
a p i e c e o f i v o r y o r s h e l l , b u t t h i s makes t h e l e t t e r i n g a p t t o 
f a d e , as owing t o t h e p o l i s h g i v e n t h e paper does n o t t a k e t h e 
i n k so w e l l , b u t has a s h i n i e r s u r f a c e . The damping p r o c e s s i f 
c a r e l e s s l y a p p l i e d o f t e n causes d i f f i c u l t y i n w r i t i n g a t f i r s t , 
and i t can be d e t e c t e d by a blow w i t h a m a l l e t , o r even by t h e 
musty s m e l l i f t h e process has been r a t h e r c a r e l e s s l y c a r r i e d 
o u t . S p o t t i n e s s a l s o may be d e t e c t e d by t h e eye, b u t a bad 
porous s t r i p f o u n d i n s e r t e d i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e p a s t e d j o i n s , 
o w ing t o t h e sponginess o f t h e p a p y r u s , sucks up t h e i n k and so 
can s c a r c e l y be d e t e c t e d e x c e p t when t h e i n k o f a l e t t e r r u n s , 
so t h e r e i s much o p p o r t u n i t y f o r c h e a t i n g . The consequence i s 
t h a t a n o t h e r t a s k i s added t o t h e p r o c e s s o f pa p y r u s - w e a v i n g . 

There were a l s o v a r i o u s q u a l i t i e s o r c l a s s e s o f 

papyrus r o l l s , w i t h t h e b e s t q u a l i t y o r c l a s s b e i n g i n t h e c e n t r e 

o f t h e p l a n t ( i . e . t h e b a r k ) , and so on i n t h e o r d e r o f i t s 
( 1 34) ( 135) s p l i t t i n g up. S t r a b o s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e were two k i n d s 

(134) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 74. ( 1 3 5 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.15. 
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o f p a p e r , one b e i n g i n f e r i o r , and t h e o t h e r s u p e r i o r , t h a t i s , 

t h e H i e r a t i c a ( i . e . t h e k i n d " d e v o t e d t o s a c r e d p u r p o s e s " ) 

however, papyrus m a n u f a c t u r e had made s t r i d e s f o r he men t i o n e d 

t h e b e s t ) q u a l i t y used t o be c a l l e d " h i e r a t i c p a p y r u s " and was 

(137) 

i n e a r l y t i m e s d e v o t e d s o l e l y t o books connected w i t h r e l i g i o n , 

b u t m a s p i r i t o f f l a t t e r y i t was g i v e n t h e name o f Au g u s t u s , 

j u s t as t h e second b e s t was c a l l e d ' L i v i a p a p y r u s ' a f t e r h i s 

c o n s o r t , and t h u s t h e name ' h i e r a t i c ' came down t o t h e t h i r d c l a s s . 

The n e x t q u a l i t y was c a l l e d ' a m p h i t h e a n c ' f r o m t h e p l a c e o f i t s 

m a n u f a c t u r e ( t h e a m p h i t h e a t r e o f A l e x a n d r i a ) . Next t o t h i s comes 

t h e S a i t i c papyrus f r o m t h e town o f S a i s , where i t was produced 

i n t h e g r e a t e s t abundance, b e i n g made f r o m s h a v i n g s o f t h e 

i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y , and t h e T a e n e o t i c , f r o m a n e i g h b o u r i n g p l a c e , 

made f r o m m a t e r i a l s t i l l n e a r e r t h e o u t s i d e s k i n , i n t h e case o f 

w h i c h we r e a c h a v a r i e t y t h a t was s o l d by more w e i g h t and n o t f o r 

i t s q u a l i t y . As f o r what was c a l l e d ' e m p o r i t i c ' p a p y r u s , i t was n o t 

good f o r w r i t i n g b u t s e r v e d t o p r o v i d e c o v e r s f o r documents and 

wrappers f o r merchandise, and s u b s e q u e n t l y t o o k i t s name f r o m t h e 

Greek word f o r a merchant ( £ fi-t TTo f> o i 1 ) . S t r a b o , moreover, 

t h e t lme o f P l i n y , 

s e v e r a l k i n d s o f p a p y r u s . P l i n y ( 136) t o l d us t h a t t h e f i r s t ( o r 

(136) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 3 7 ) cf S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 
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(138) s t a t e d t h a t c e r t a i n o f t h o s e who wi s h e d t o enhance t h e 

revenues adopted t h e shrewd p r a c t i c e (CvT£> ^r^^CM., 

(<u(c (TVT^>t*<«• 1 » e » e v i l p r a c t i c e ) o f t h e Judaeans, w h i c h t h e 

l a t t e r had i n v e n t e d i n t h e case o f t h e palm t r e e ( p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e c a r y o t i c palm) and t h e balsam t r e e , f o r t h e y d i d n o t a l l o w 

t h e b y b l o s ( £v^})lo?, ( -c Tfet.f'UfoV ) t o grow i n many p l a c e s , and 

because o f t h e s c a r c i t y t h e y s e t a h i g h e r p r i c e on i t and t h u s 

i n c r e a s e d t h e rev e n u e s , t h o u g h t h e y i n j u r e d t h e common use o f t h e 

p l a n t , P l i n y seems a l s o t o have h i n t e d on t h a t k i n d o f monopoly 
(139) 

when he s a i d t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o V a r r o , when owing t h e r i v a l r y 

between K i n g Ptolemy and K i n g Eumenes ( o f Pergamum) about t h e i r 

libraries» Ptolemy suppressed t h e e x p o r t o f papyrus ( c h a r t a ) 

parchment was i n v e n t e d a t Pergamum. A c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o and P l i n y 

t h e r e f o r e , t h e r e was a k i n d o f monopoly i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f 

papyrus r o l l s , and s u b s e q u e n t l y t h e r e were m o n o p o l i s t s . Who, 

t h e n , were t h e s e m o n o p o l i s t s , t h e Kings o r some o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s ? 

To answer t h i s q u e s t i o n we must go back t o t h e P h a r a o n i c e r a . 

A c c o r d i n g t o one modern a u t h o r , ̂ ^ " ^ i n t h e P h a r a o n i c e r a , papyrus 

m a n u f a c t u r e was a s t a t e monopoly, and even t h e Greek name o f 

papyrus c 0~<* T? u p o$ ' was supposed t o have been d e r i v e d f r o m 

t h e o l d E g y p t i a n papuro meaning " t h e r o y a l " . 

( 1 3 8 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.15. (139) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 70. 

(140) A D i e t o f Egypt. C i v i l . P. 206, S.V. Papyrus. 
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To come back t o S t r a b o ' s a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e r e 

e x i s t e d a k i n d o f monopoly i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f p a p y r u s , 

J o n e s s u m m a r i s e d t h e l e a r n e d d i s p u t e , w h i c h a r o s e among 

modern s c h o l a r s on t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e words o f S t r a b o , i n 

t h e f o l l o w i n g : "Dr. F. Zucker shows t h a t t h e Romans 

e s t a b l i s h e d a government monopoly o f E g y p t i a n p a p y r u s ; b u t h i s 

c o n c l u s i o n i s t h a t under t h e P t o l e m i e s t h e r e was no such 

monopoly and t h a t S t r a b o ' s words "some o f t h o s e who w i s h e d t o 

enhance t h e r e v e n u e s , e t c . " , mean t h a t "a number o f l a r g e 

p r o p r i e t o r s misused t h e i r power, and t h u s l i m i t i n g t h e 

c u l t i v a t i o n t o t h e i r own advantage and t o t h e i n j u r y o f t h e p u b l i c 

p roduced a r i s e i n t h e p r i c e o f p a p y r u s " , i s v i g o r o u s l y opposed 

by P r o f e s s o r J.P. M a h a f f y , who r i g h t l y u n d e r s t a n d s S t r a b o t o r e f e r 

t o " c e r t a i n c h a n c e l l o r s o f t h e exchequer ( <&C&t(^*J~X' cc I ) 

who had t o meet a sudden demand by r a i s i n g money as b e s t t h e y 

c o u l d , "however, m a l a t e r a r t i c l e Zucker r e t r a c t s h i s f o r m e r 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e passage, a c c e p t i n g M a h a f f y ' s " . A n o t h e r 
(142) 

s c h o l a r , t a k i n g S t r a b o ' s words mentioned above as e v i d e n c e , 

s t a t e d t h a t A l e x a n d r i a became t h e p r i n c i p a l book market o f 

p a p y r u s - r o l l s and by j u d i c i o u s t h i n n i n g down o f t h e reed-beds t h e 

s t a t i o n e r s o f t h a t c i t y were a b l e t o command monopoly p r i c e s . 

( 141) H.L. Jones, i n Loeb. ed. o f The Geography o f S t r a b o , V o l . 
V I I I . pp. 60, 61 n.2. 

(142) M. Cary, o p . c i t . P. 211 
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P l i n y ^ 1 ^ 3 ^ a l s o q u o t e d M. V a r r o as s t a t i n g t h a t t h e 

w o r l d owed t h e d i s c o v e r y o f papyrus ( c h a r t a p a p y r i ) t o t h e v i c t o r y 

o f A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t , when he founded A l e x a n d r i a i n E g y p t , 

b e f o r e w h i c h t i m e papyrus was n o t used. Does t h i s s t a t e m e n t 

c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e a c t u a l f a c t s ? The e v i d e n c e f r o m t h e E g y p t i a n 

(144) 

monuments and r e p l i c a s f l a t l y r e f u t e such a s t a t e m e n t . 

Modern a u t h o r s a r e a l m o s t a l l agreed t h a t t h e papyrus was used a t 

a v e r y e a r l y d a t e by t h e E g y p t i a n s . One can a l s o a s k , i f t h e 

E g y p t i a n s d i d n o t use papyrus b e f o r e t h e advent o f A l e x a n d e r t h e 

G r e a t , how on e a r t h c o u l d t h e f i r s t q u a l i t y papyrus a c c o r d i n g t o 

S t r a b o and t h e t h i r d q u a l i t y a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , be c a l l e d 

" H i e r a t i c a " w h i c h , as t h e meaning o f t h e word i n d i c a t e s , was d e v o t e d 

t o t h e s a c r e d w r i t i n g s o f Egypt ? One modern s c h o l a r , namely, 
(145) 

A. E r n o u t , says , "one does n o t know f r o m w h i c h page o f V a r r o 

P l i n y q u o t e d t h a t s t a t e m e n t " . I f he had r e a d V a r r o e x a c t l y he was 

c e r t a i n l y wrong J 'Papyrus', E r n o u t q u o t i n g P. F o u r n i e r added, 

had been used i n Egypt o f t h e Pharaos more t h a n 3000 y e a r s B.C. 

But i t i s c e r t a i n l y a f t e r t h e i n v a s i o n o f Egypt by A l e x a n d e r t h e 

G r e a t , E r n o u t m a i n t a i n e d , t h a t t h e use and t h e t r a d e ( o f papyrus 

r o l l s ) became w i d e s p r e a d . L a t e r on m t h i s book, however, 

P l i n y q u e s t i o n e d t h e t r u t h f u l n e s s o f V a r r o ' s s t a t e m e n t by g i v i n g 

some examples t o d i s p r o v e i t . 
( 1 4 3) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 69. 

(144) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . P.140, A . E r n o u t , i n t h e Bude ed. o f P l i n y ' s 
N.H. X I I I 69. n . l . p . 9 1 . 

(145) A. E r n o u t , l o c . c i t . ( 1 4 6 ) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 84 f f . 
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A number o f rushes and reeds were a l s o mentioned by 

t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s as h a v i n g grown i n E g y pt, b u t , u n l i k e p a p y r u s , 

t h e y grew n o t o n l y i n marshy grounds b u t a l s o i n d e s e r t r e g i o n s . 
(147) 

D i o d o r u s spoke o f ree d s g r o w i n g i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f t h e 

c i t y o f R h i n o c o l u r a (mod. e l - ' A r i s h ) , where p r i s o n e r s used t o c u t 

them down and a f t e r h a v i n g s p l i t them made l o n g n e t s w h i c h t h e y 

used f o r h u n t i n g q u a i l s . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t t h e a n c i e n t 

E g y p t i a n s i n t h e e a r l y s t a g e s o f t h e i r h i s t o r y used t h e s e r o o t s o f 

reeds as an a r t i c l e o f f o o d , b e i n g e a t e n i n d i f f e r e n t ways, raw, 

b o i l e d o r baked. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r i e s t s o f E g y p t , D i o d o r u s s a i d , 

" i n t h e e a r l y s t a g e s o f t h e i r c i v i l i z a t i o n t h e E g y p t i a n s b u i l t 

t h e i r d w e l l i n g s f r o m r e e d , and up t i l l D i o d o r u s * t i m e t h e herdsmen 

r e t a i n e d t h a t custom". P l i n y , o n t h e o t h e r hand, d w e l t on t h i s 

t o p i c l o n g e r t h a n Diodorus,^ For he enumerated v a r i o u s s p e c i e s o f 

r e e d s and rushes under t h e names o f Calami ( r e e d s ) , Harundines 

( a r u n d o - r e e d s ) , C y p i r o s ( g l a d i o l u s - r u s h ) and c y p e r o s (sweet r u s h ) , 

g r o w i n g n o t i n t h e N i l e b u t m t h e i s t h m u s between t h e G u l f o f 

Suez and t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n . As t h e c y p i r o s and c y p e r o s grew i n 

Egypt some c o n f u s i o n r e s u l t e d , b u t P l i n y c l e a r l y spoke o f them as 

two d i s t i n c t k i n d s o f r u s h e s . The r e e d , a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , was 

u s e f u l f o r war and peace, namely f o r making a r r o w s , pens, f i s h i n g 

( 1 47) D i o d . I . 10. 43, 60 & 80. 

( 1 4 8 ) P l i n y , N.H. V. 44 & 166; V I I 206; XVI 156-160; XXI 114-117. 
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r o d s and i n s t r u m e n t s , and N i l e canoes, Rushes, D i o d o r u s s t a t e d , 

were a l s o u s e f u l f o r making t h e f i n e r s o r t o f w i c k e r - w o r k , and 

f o r t h e w i c k o f lamps, t h e p i t h b e i n g e s p e c i a l l y u s e f u l . C y p i r o s 

and cyperos were a l s o u s e f u l f o r m e d i c i n e . A number o f reeds and 

rushes s t i l l grow i n Egypt. 
(149) 

P l i n y , a l s o mentioned t h e S a r i ( c y p e r o s 

a u r i c o m u s ) as g r o w i n g i n Egypt on t h e banks o f t h e N i l e . The 

p l a n t was u s e f u l f o r f o o d and as f u e l . The p l a n t , as a m a t t e r o f 

f a c t , i s one o f some 600 s p e c i e s o f 'cyperus'; perhaps a k i n d o f 

p a p y r u s , and i f so i t s h o u l d have d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m Egypt l i k e 
( 1 5 0 ) 

p a p y r u s . The p l a n t c a l l e d mnasion, m a l i n t h a l l e , a n t h a l l i u m 

( L . c yperus e s c u l e n t u s ) grew i n Egypt i n sandy p l a c e s under 

ground ( n o t ) f a r f r o m t h e N i l e , and i t s t i l l grows i n Egypt and 

i s c a l l e d H a b - e l - A z i z , , I t was u s e f u l f o r f o o d and a l s o was 
+ v. j , (151) ea t e n by oxen and sheep. 

The famous shrub o f a n c i e n t Egypt, L o t u s ( A W T o J 

- L. Nymphaea S t e l l a t a - N i l e w a t e r l i l y was s a i d t o have grown i n 

a n c i e n t Egypt by D i o d o r u s , ^ ^ ^ ^ who s a i d t h a t i t grew i n g r e a t 

(149) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 128; c f . Theophrastus H.P. I V . v i i i . 5. 

(150) A. E r n o u t , o p . c i t . comm. on c h . 128. n . l . pp. 110, 111 . 

(151) P l i n y , N.H. 88, 175; c f . T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . v m , 
6, 12. 

(152) D i o d . I . 10, 34, 43. 



p r o f u s i o n , by D i o s c o n d e s ^ ^ " ^ a n ( j D y p i m y ^ 1 ^ ^ , a c c o r d i n g t o 

b o t h o f whom t h e p l a n t grew c h i e f l y i n t h e p l a i n s a f t e r t h e i r 
(155 ) 

i n u n d a t i o n by t h e N i l e . S t r a b o a l s o v a g u e l y m entioned among 

t h i n g s p e c u l i a r t o Eg y p t , t h e Corseum, w h i c h , he s a i d , was a 
(1 5 6 ) 

r e l i s h somewhat l i k e pepper, b u t s l i g h t l y l a r g e r . D i o d o r u s 

a l s o m entioned t h e corseum as a d i s t i n c t p l a n t and so a l s o 

T h e p h r a s t u s . The t r u t h i s t h a t t h e corseum i s n o t h i n g e l s e b u t 

t h e r o o t o f t h e L o t u s . T h e p l a n t , however, was v e r y u s e f u l . 
( 1 5 8 ) 

From t h e seeds t h e a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s made a v e r y good b r e a d , 
(159) (160) w h i c h had m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s , t h e r o o t was a l s o e a t a b l e 

and was used f o r m e d i c i n a l p u r p o s e s , a n ( j t h e p e e l i n g s o f t h e 
(162] 

r o o t were more u s e f u l t h a n any o t h e r as f o d d e r f o r f a t t e n i n g p i g s . 

(153) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I V . 114. 

(154) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 107. f f . c f . a l s o Hdt. I I , 92; Theophrastus 
o p . c i t . I V . v i i i . 9 f f . 

(155) S t r a b o , 17.2.4. (156) D i o d o r u s , I . 10. 

(157) V. L i d d l e & S c o t t , Gr. Engl.Lex. S.V. 

(158) D i o d . I . 37, 43, D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . ; P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 108; 
X X I I . 56, where he m i s t a k e n l y c a l l e d l o t o m e t r a a p l a n t , w h i c h 
i s i n f a c t a meal made f r o m t h e reeds o f w h i t e o r b l u e l o t u s 
( v . I n d e x P l a n t o r u m , Loeb. ed. o f P l i n y N.H. v o l V I I , p.518, 
s.v. l o t o m e t r a ) , c f . a l s o T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. I V . v i i i . 1 1 . 

(159) P l i n y , N.H. X X I I . 56. 

(160) D i o d . I . 10; S t r a b o , 17.2.4; D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , N.H. 
X I I I . 110. 

(161) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . (162) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 
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I n s h o r t , t h e l o t u s o r N x l e w a t e r l i l y (nymphoea s t e l l a t a ) w h i c h 

grew a b u n d a n t l y i n a n c i e n t E g y p t , and w h i c h was v e r y u s e f u l , has 

c o n t i n u e d t o grow up t i l l t h e p r e s e n t t i m e i n t h a t c o u n t r y , b u t i t 
( 1 6 3 ) 

can o n l y be f o u n d i n t h e D e l t a t h o u g h never i n t h e N i l e i t s e l f . 

Egypt a l s o abounded and s t i l l i s i n o i l - p r o d u c i n g 

p l a n t s . We have a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d t o t h e o l i v e - o i l t r e e ^ ^ ^ ^ and t h e 
(165 ) 

b a l a n o s . The c a s t o r o i l s h r u b was o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o 
(166) 

many a c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t some c o n f u s i o n a r o s e 

about i t s name/^''^ For i t was c a l l e d k i k i C ^ i ^ < ^ b y some, c r o t o n 

( ^p©~Tt-o>J ) by o t h e r s , S i b i by o t h e r s , r i c i n u s by o t h e r s , and 
(168) 

w i l d sesamum s t i l l by o t h e r s . The p l a n t grew i n g r e a t abundance 

m a n c i e n t Egypt and s t i l l grows m t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . The seeds 

were u s e f u l f o r p r o d u c i n g o i l , w h i c h , t h o u g h o f no use f o r f o o d ^ * ' ^ 
(170) 

was used m abundance as f u e l f o r t h e lamps and a l s o by t h e 

( 1 6 3 ) Encyc. B r i t . V o l . 8, P. 35. s.v. Egypt - F l o r a and Fauna. 

(16 4 ) P. 102. ( 1 6 5 ) P. 97 and 98. 

(1 6 6 ) D i o d . I . 34, q u o t e d Hecataeus o f Abdera; S t r a b o , 17.2,5; 
D i o s c o n d e s , o p . c i t . I . 38, I V . 164; P l i n y N~.H.XV 25; c f . Hdt. 
i i . 94. 

(167) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 6 8 ) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 69) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 7 0 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t . ; S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . ; D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . ; 
P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 



p o o r e r c l a s s e s and by t h o s e who d i d t h e h e a v i e r l a b o u r f o r 

a n o i n t i n g t h e body, f o r i t has m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . ^ ^ ^ ^ 
(172) 

The l e a v e s , t o o , were u s e f u l f o r m e d i c i n a l p u r p o s e s . 
(173) 

P l i n y , a l s o m entioned t h a t t h e E g y p t i a n s o b t a i n e d a v e r y 

l a r g e amount o f o i l f r o m r a d i s h seed ( r e p h i n u s L ) o r f r o m t h e 

b l a d e o f t h e g r a s s c a l l e d c h r o t i n o n ( f r o m g r a s s ) and 

l i k e w i s e f r o m g i n g e l l y ( sesima) and f r o m t h e n e t t l e ( u r t i c a ) 

c a l l e d c i n d m u m ( f r o m { C v t ^ * | n e t t l e ) . P l i n y , moreover, asked 
r h e t o r i c a l l y what can be more h a r m f u l t h a n t h e n e t t l e ? Y e t , he 

(174) 

s a i d , t h i s p l a n t , t o say n o t h i n g o f i t s o i l , s i m p l y abounds 

i n r e m e d i e s , P l i n y , t h e n , q u o t e d N i c a n d e r ' s and A p o l l o d r u s ' 

a c c o u n t s on t h e use o f t h e n e t t l e f o r m e d i c i n a l p u r p o s e s . 

A n c i e n t E g y p t , l i k e modern Egypt, was a c o u n t r y 

famous f o r i t s f l o w e r s , w h i c h were abundant, f r a g r a n t and 

a v a i l a b l e a l l t h e y e a r r o u n d . Some o f t h e f l o w e r s t h e y grew i n 

a n c i e n t Egypt were mentioned by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s . ^ ' " ^ 
(171) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . ; D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 7 2 ) D i o s c r o d i e s , l o c . c i t . 

(173) P l i n y , N.H. XV 30. 

(174) P l i n y , N.H. X X I I . 3 1 . 

(175) P l i n y , N.H. X X I . 36, 69; D i o d . I . 17; C a l l e x e m o s o f Rhodes 
( f l . c. 155 B.C). See F. Jacoby, F.G.H. I I I . T e i l . C. p.166 
T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. V I . v m , 5; Cato. De Re R u s t a t a . V I I I . 
2; C X X X I I I . 2. 
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(176) P l i n y spoke o f t h e f l o w e r s o f Egypt as s c e n t l e s s o r w i t h 

l i t t l e s c e n t , e x c e p t t h e m y r t l e w h i c h , m h i s v i e w , i s 
, _ (177) a s c r i b e d t h e l a c k o f s c e n t m a r v e l l o u s l y f r a g r a n t . P l i n y 

o f t h e f l o w e r s t o t h e atmosphere, w h i c h he s a i d , " i s m i s t y and 

f u l l o f dew owing t o t h e w ide expanse o f t h e r i v e r " . The m y r t l e 
(178 ̂  

was a l s o m entioned by D i o d o r u s , t h o u g h he m e n t i o n e d i t i n 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h m y t h o l o g y . For he t o l d us t h a t t h e m y r t l e , w h i c h 

t h e a n c i e n t s a s c r i b e d t o A p h r o d i t e , grew m Egypt and i s e v e r g r e e n . 
( 1 7 9 ) 

D i o d o r u s a l s o m entioned t h a t t h e l a u r e l , l i k e t h e m y r t l e , 
( 180) 

grew i n a n c i e n t Egypt and was e v e r g r e e n . P l i n y moreover, 

mentioned s e v e r a l o t h e r f l o w e r s , such as r o s e s , (' g i l l y f l o w e r s , 

v i o l e t s , and a few o t h e r s . One, however, need n o t say t h a t t h e 

a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s were r e a l l o v e r s o f f l o w e r s perhaps more t h a n 

t h e i r modern s u c c e s s o r s . The f a v o u r a b l e c l i m a t e and t h e f e r t i l e 

s o i l and t h e s k i l l o f i t s peasants were reasons f o r t h e abundance 

o f f l o w e r s i n E g y p t . 

(176) P l i n y , l o c . c i t ; c f . a l s o T h e o p h r a s t u s , H.P. V I , v m . 5. 

(177) P l i n y , N.H. X X I . 36. 

(178) D i o d . I . 17; c f . Cato, l o c . c i t . 

( 179) D i o d . l o c . c i t . 

(180) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . ; c f . T h e o p h r a s t u s , l o c . c i t . 
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Egypt a l s o had a v a r i e t y o f c o r n . ^ 1 8 1 ^ i t was 

m y t h o l o g i c a l l y saxd t h a t wheat was growxng w i l d and i t s d i s c o v e r y 
(1821 

was a s c r i b e d t o I s i s o r Menes, t h e f i r s t human K i n g o f Egypt . 

A t any r a t e , t h e wheat was l a t e r c u l t i v a t e d and has c o n t i n u e d t o 

be so up t i l l now. Corn was t h e main c r o p o f a n c i e n t E g ypt, and 

d e s p i t e t h e l a r g e number o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n i t had a s u r p l u s w h i c h 
(183") 

was e x p o r t e d t o f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . And when Egypt became a 

Roman p r o v i n c e , i t p l a y e d a v e r y d e c i s i v e p a r t i n t h e d e s t i n y o f 

t h e e m p i r e , t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t Egypt c o u l d s t a r v e Rome, i f she 

wished,, Apropos o f t h i s p o i n t t h e J e w i s h w r i t e r Josephjis w r o t e 

t h e f o l l o w i n g about Egypt and A l e x a n d r i a : *t h e t r i b u t e w h i c h 

Egypt y i e l d s t o Rome i n one month surpasses t h a t w h i c h you (The 

Jews, who were addressed by A g r i p p a t h e d e s i g n a t e d K i n g o f 

Judea) pay i n a y e a r ; b e s i d e s money she sends wheat t o f e e d Rome 
L 

f o r f o u r months o f t h e y e a r ' , ̂ 1 8 ^ a n d t h e L a t i n h i s t o r i a n 
(185) 

T a c i t u s t o l d us what t h i s meant; t h a t anyone who t o o k 

p o s s e s s i o n o f Eg y p t , c o u l d c o n t r o l t h e g r a i n s u p p l y o f I t a l y . A (181 ) P l i n y , N.H. XIV. 149; X V I I I . passim. 

(182) D i o d , I . 43, qu o t e d f r o m Hecataeus o f Abdera. 

(183) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 2 1 1 . 

(184 ) Josephus, J e w i s h War, I I . 384-387. 

(185) T a c i t u s , H i s t o r i e s . I I I . 8, 
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modern a u t h o r Cary, comes i n s u p p o r t o f what Josephus and T a c i t u s 
(186) „ 

have s a i d , when he says , t h e main c r o p o f Egypt was wheat. 

By t h e f i f t h c e n t u r y B.C. i f n o t b e f o r e a s u r p l u s was 

a v a i l a b l e f o r e x p o r t t o Greece, and under t h e e a r l y P t o l e m i e s 

t h e N i l e v a l l e y became one o f t h e p r i n c i p a l g r a n a r i e s o f t h e 
(187 ) 

Aegean a r e a . Whether i t c o n t r i b u t e d a r e g u l a r s u p p l y t o 

Rome i n t h e R e p u b l i c a n e r a i s u n c e r t a i n , b u t under t h e 

emperors i t p r o v i d e d s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e c a p i t a l t o s u b s i s t f o r 
(188) 

t h r e e o r f o u r months o f t h e year . The E g y p t i a n s used 

(and s t i l l use) c o r n g r a i n s f o r making f l o u r and s u b s e q u e n t l y 

b r e a d . They a l s o used t h e f l o u r f o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g s t a r c h , 

w h i c h was used i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f p a p y r u s . 

No i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f s t a r c h o r papyrus however, o r a n o t h e r 

a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n m a t e r i a l can be t r a c e d . ̂ ^"''^ The f l o u r was a l s o 
(192) 

used f o r making an i n t o x i c a t i n g beverage. I t i s w o r t h y o f 
(186) M. Cary, l o c . c i t . 

( 187) c f . H . I . B e l l , l o c . c i t . 

( 1 88) D i o d . l o c . c i t . ; P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 62. 

(189) P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 77. 

(190) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 85. 

(191) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p.8. 

(192) P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 76, XIV, 149. 
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remark h e r e t o say t h a t t h e l a n d o f c o r n o f ancxent txmes and 

i t s maxn e x p o r t e r o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n b a s i n has become one o f 

t h e l a r g e s t i m p o r t e r s o f t h a t same commodity; s i n c e t h e p l a c e o f 

c o r n has been t a k e n by c o t t o n o f w h i c h we a r e g o i n g t o speak 

l a t e r . 

The same t h i n g can al m o s t be s a i d about b a r l e y , 
(193) 

w h i c h grew a l s o w i l d m Egypt and t h e n l a t e r i t was 
(194) ( 1 9 5 ) c u l t i v a t e d . I t was used f o r making b r e a d . Many 

c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s d e s c r i b e d beer w h i c h was made o f b a r l e y . ^"^^ 
(197) 

D i o d o r u s d e s c r i b e d t h i s beer as n o t much i n f e r i o r t o w i n e 

f o r s m e l l and sweetness o f t a s t e . Strabo^" 1"^^ s a i d , " B a r l e y beer 

i s a p r e p a r a t i o n p e c u l i a r t o t h e E g y p t i a n s . I t was common 

among many t r i b e s , b u t t h e mode o f p r e p a r i n g i t d i f f e r e d i n each 
(199) 

and t h a t i t was one o f t h e p r i n c i p a l d r i n k s o f A l e x a n d r i a . 
( 2 0 0 ) 

I t was a l s o mentioned by P l i n y who, l i k e D i o d orus and 

S t r a b o , s a i d t h a t b a r l e y beer was v e r y p o p u l a r among t h e 

E g y p t i a n s . B a r l e y s t i l l grows i n Egypt now, b u t t h e beer o r 

(193 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t . 

( 1 9 4 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t ; P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I , 60 and passim. 

(195) D i o d . l o c . c i t . ( 196) D i o d . I . 20,34. S t r a b o 17.2.5, 

P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 75. 

(1 9 7 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t . ( 198) S t r a b o , 17.2.5. 

( 1 9 9 ) S t r a b o 17.1.14. (200) P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 75. 
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'Zuthos' as i t i s known among t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , t hough i t i s 

s t i l l made by some poor p e o p l e and i s known as 'bouza', i t i s no 

l o n g e r a f a v o u r i t e d r i n k i n modern Egypt. D i s t i l l e d beer f r o m 

b a r l e y i s now made on a l a r g e r s c a l e , t h o u g h t h e p r o h i b i t i o n 

by t h e I s l a m i c R e l i g i o n a g a i n s t d r i n k i n g p r e v e n t s i t f r o m 

s p r e a d i n g . 

The E g y p t i a n bean (o Kua (WoV l a t . Faba) was s a i d 

t o have grown w i l d and was a l s o c u l t i v a t e d i n a n c i e n t E g y p t . ^ < ^ 1 ^ 

I t belongs t o t h e leguminous p l a n t s . The p l a n t was one o f t h e 

b e s t known among t h e p l a n t s o f a n c i e n t Egypt as i s c l e a r f r o m 

t h e amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s and as t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t shows. One n o t i c e s a l s o t h a t t h e r e i s some c o n f u s i o n 

among t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s about t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e 

p l a n t s . Some, f o r i n s t a n c e , c a l l e d i t 0 ft 1 y U K ^ L 6 S ^0^f*Q^02^ 

( E g y p t i a n b e a n ) , and o t h e r s /^CP'-Jf *GV» N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e 
(2 0 4 ) 

E g y p t i a n bean grew i n g r e a t abundance i n E gypt. Some 
(205) ( 206) s a i d i t i s p e c u l i a r t o Egypt, o t h e r s s a i d , i t grew i n 

o t h e r c o u n t r i e s as w e l l . The l a t t e r o p i n i o n , i n f a c t , i s r i g h t . The 

(201 ) D i o d . I . 34; S t r a b o , 17.1.15, D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I I . 
128; P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 117-122. 

(20 2 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.15; D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I I . 128. 

(203) D i o d . l o c . c i t . (204) D i o d . l o c . c i t . 

(205) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . ( 206) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 
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(207) (208) beans a r e v e r y u s e f u l f o r f o o d f o r men and f o d d e r f o r a n i m a l s . 
( 2 0 9 ) ( 210) They a r e a l s o used f o r m e d i c i n a l p urposes. P l i n y , f o r one, 

d e s c r i b e d t h e p l a n t and i t s use i n d e t a i l , and s a i d t h a t i n a n c i e n t 

r i t u a l s bean p o t t a g e has a s a n c t i t y o f i t s own i n s a c r i f i c e t o t h e 

gods. I t o c c u p i e d a h i g h p l a c e as a d e l i c a c y o f t h e t a b l e , b u t i t 

was t h o u g h t t o have a d u l l i n g e f f e c t on t h e senses, and a l s o t o 

cause s l e e p l e s s n e s s , and i t was banned by some Pythagoreans on t h a t 

a ccount - o r , as o t h e r s have r e p o r t e d , because t h e s o u l s o f t h e dead 

a r e c o n t a i n e d i n a bean, and a t a l l e v e n t s i t was f o r t h a t r e a s o n 

t h a t beans were employed i n m e m o r i al s a c r i f i c e s t o dead 

r e l a t i v e s . Moreover, a c c o r d i n g t o V a r r o ' s a c c o u n t , i t was p a r t l y 

f o r t h e s e reasons t h a t a p r i e s t a b s t a i n e d f r o m e a t i n g beans, 

though a l s o because c e r t a i n l e t t e r s o f gloomy omen a r e t o be 

fo u n d i n s c r i b e d on a bean. D i o d o r u s , t o o , m e n t i o n e d ^ 1 1 ^ c e r t a i n 

taboos i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h e a t i n g beans, t h o u g h he a s c r i b e d more 
(212) 

r a t i o n a l reasons a l s o f o r a b s t a i n i n g f r o m e a t i n g beans. The 

C i b o r i u m o r t h e pod was used as d r i n k i n g cups. The l e a v e s were 

(207) P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 1 1 7 - 1 2 2 ; D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(208) P I m y , l o c . c i t . 

(209) D i o s c o r i d e s , l o c . c i t . 

(210) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . (211) D i o d . I . 89. 

(212) Herodotus t o o ( n . 3 7 ) m e n t i o n e d some s o r t o f a ban on e a t i n g beans 
H e r o d o t u s , who w r o n g l y s t a t e d t h a t 'the E g y p t i a n s sow no beans i n 
t h e i r c o u n t r y , s a i d t h a t i f any grow, t h e y w i l l n o t e a t them w i t h 
raw o r cooked; t h e p r i e s t s c annot endure even t o see them, 
c o n s i d e r i n g beans an u n c l e a n k i n d o f p u l s e * . 
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(213) a l s o used f o r making d r i n k i n g cups and o t h e r v e s s e l s . I n 

f a c t , Stratao s a i d , t h e workshops o f A l e x a n d r i a were f u l l o f t h e s e 

l e a v e s , where t h e y were used as v e s s e l s and where t h e f a r m e r s f r e w 

a g r e a t income f r o m s e l l i n g them. S t r a b o a l s o gave us an 

u n u s u a l s t o r y about t h e f i e l d s o f beans and (how t h e y p r e s e n t e d a 

d e l i g h t f u l s i g h t a n d how p e o p l e who wanted t o h o l d a f e a s t went 

t h e r e m c a b i n b o a t s , s h a d i n g themselves under t h e l e a v e s o f t h e 

p l a n t , w h i c h a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y l a r g e . Such a s t a t e m e n t one n e i t h e r 

u n d e r s t a n d s n o r agrees w i t h , f o r how can such a s h o r t p l a n t do 

t h i s and how can i t s l e a v e s s h e l t e r p e o p l e f r o m t h e sun, moreover, 

how on e a r t h c o u l d t h e beans bear t h e movement o f t h o s e f e a s t i n g 

w i t h o u t b e i n g c o m p l e t e l y c r u s h e d under t h e i r f e e t ? 
(214) 

L e n t i l , a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , ' was a l s o sown and 

s t i l l i s sown i n Egypt. I t b e l o n g e d , l i k e t h e E g y p t i a n bean, t o 

t h e leguminous p l a n t s . There were two k i n d s o f l e n t i l . I t was 

and s t i l l i s used f o r f o o d and f o r m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . F l a x 

(Linum L.) was a l s o grown and s t i l l i s c u l t i v a t e d i n E g y p t . 

P l i n y ^ 1 ^ who i s t h e o n l y w r i t e r t o m e n t i o n i t , r e f e r r e d o n l y t o 

i t s commercial s i d e o f g r o w i n g i n Egypt when he s a i d "by i t s a i d 

... Egypt i m p o r t e d t h e merchandise o f A r a b i a and I n d i a " and t h a t 

i t was f r o m E g y p t i a n f l a x t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t p r o f i t s were d e r i v e d . 

( 2 1 3 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.15. 

(2l£) P l i n y , N.H. X V I I I . 123. 

(21 5 ) P l i n y , N.H. XIX. 7. 14. 
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From t h e v e r y e a r l y h x s t o r y o f Egypt f l a x has been grown xn 
((21,6), 

E g y p t, and was used f o r many pu r p o s e s . C o t t o n , c a l l e d by 
(217 ) 

some gossypxon, and by o t h e r s x y l o n , was saxd by P l x n y t o 

have grown xn t h e upper p a r t o f Egypt xn t h e v x c x n x t y o f 

Arabxa. Havxng de s c r x b e d t h e shrub and x t s c h a r a c t e r x s t x c s , he 

moved on t o say, " f r o m x t s s x l k y f x b r e t h r e a d xs spun. No k i n d 

o f t h r e a d xs more b r i l l x n a t l y whxte o r makes a smoother f a b r x c 

t h a n t h i s . Garments made o f i t were v e r y much esteemed by t h e 

p r x e s t s o f E g y p t " . Commentxng on P l x n y ' s s t a t e m e n t Lucas s a y s , 
£218) 

P l x n y , however, xs by no means a paragon o f d e t a i l e d 
„ {213 j) a c c u r a c y . Modern a u t h o r s xn g e n e r a l agreed t h a t c o t t o n was 

n o t a c c l x m a t x z e d xn Egypt b e f o r e t h e Roman e r a , and even t h e n x t 

was n o t c u l t i v a t e d on a l a r g e s c a l e . C o t t o n xs mentxoned xn 

papyrx as e a r l y as t h e second c e n t u r y A.D. The e a r l i e s t 

c o t t o n f a b r x c s t h a t can be t r a c e d xn Egypt a r e o f t h e Roman 

pe r x o d f r o m Karanog xn Nubxa. C o t t o n , t h e r e f o r e , was n o t t h a t 

f a m x l x a r t o a n c x e n t Egyptxans, whereas now and i n d e e d f o r some 

t i m e c o t t o n has become Egypt's p r i n c i p a l cash c r o p , t h u s 

r e p l a c i n g c o t t o n . 

(216) Lucas, o p . c i t . 142, 143. ( 2 1 ^ ) P l i n y , N.H. XIX. 14. 

(218) A. Lucas, o p . e x t . 48. 

(219) A. Lucas, l o c . c i t . ; M. Cary, o p . c i t . pp. 22, 2 1 1 . 

(220) A. Lucas, o p . e x t . p. 148. 
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A l a r g e number o f shrubs and varxous t y p e s o f 

p l a n t s , w h i c h were u s e f u l f o r f o o d and/or medxcxne and/or producxng 
(221) ( 222) unguents and perfumes were mentxoned by P l i n y , and Dxoscorxdes 

(223 ) 
as g r o w i n g i n E g y p t . Among t h e s e p l a n t s we mentioned t h e t a m a r i s k 

(224) 
(^l»(*<«*v| L . t a m a r i s n i l o t i c a ) , t h e f r a n k i n c e n s e - c u r s e t r e e 

C\t$avcJ70S } t r e e m o s s ( 2 2 5 ) ( 6 ^ » ^ y V o ^ - l - U i w c v ^ ^ g 
(226) ( 2 2 7 ) (228) a s p a l a t h u s ( s p i n a - c a n d i d a ) , c at-thyme ( M a r o n ) , Cypros 

(229) ( 230) (Lawsonxe a l b a o r xnermis 'Henna'), c o l o c a s x a , , f e n n e l - g x a n t - s h r u b 
(231) ' (232) ( F e r u l a ) , c a p e r - t r e e * 1 ' ( Ka.fr 3T* f t * L.capparxs s p x n o s a ) , Cnecos, 

(233) ( 234) cummin (Cumminum), s a v o r y and/or w x l d marjoram ( c u n i l a ) , 
( 2 3 5 ) , , '' „ _ . . (236) . musta r d ( 6 t V a < 7 t - s i n a p i ) a n i s e ( a n i s u m ) , 

C o r i a n d e r ( c o r i a n d r u m ) , S e n s o r e n d i v e ( s e r i s - c h i c o r i u m -

( 2 2 1 ) D x o s c o r i d e s , m o s t l y i n Bks. X I I , X I I I and X X I . 

(222) D i o s c o r i d e s , m o s t l y i n Bks. I , I I and I V . 

(223 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 116; P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 116. 

(224) P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 56. (225) P l x n y , N.H. X I I . 108. 

(226) P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 110. (227) P l i n y , N.H. X X I . 1 1 1 . 

(228) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I . 124; P l i n y , N.H. X I I . 109; X I I I , 4,5,6. 

(22 9 ) P l i n y N.H. X X I I . 87. (230) P l i n y . N.H. X I I I . 122-126. 

(231) P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 137. (232) P l i n y , N.H. X X I . 90, 184. 

(233) P l i n y , N.H. XIX. 1 6 1 . (23 4 ) P l i n y , N.H. XIX. 165. 

(235) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I I . 142, 184; P l i n y , N.H. XIX. 170. 1 7 1 . 

(236 ) P l i n y , N.H. XX 185, 195. ( 2 3 7 ) P l i n y , N.H. XIX 170, 1 7 1 , XX. 
216-218. 

(23 8 ) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . I I . 160; P l i n y N.H. XX. 73. 

http://Ka.fr
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<£83J9r) 

e n d i v e ) , c h i c o r y ( w i l d e n d i v e ) and many o t h e r s . A c c o r d i n g 

t o c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g Egypt possessed many 

p l a n t s , w h i c h p r o v i d e d i t s i n h a b i t a n t s w i t h p r a c t i c a l l y a l l t h a t 

t h e y needed. T h i s m i g h t seem t o us a l i t t l e b i t e x a g g e r a t e d , b u t 

f o r t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e Greeks, t h e 

f e r t i l i t y o f t h e s o i l o f E g y p t , i t s p r o d u c t i v i t y d i d n o t sound 

e x a g g e r a t e d , e s p e c i a l l y when compared w i t h t h e c o n d i t i o n s 

p r e v a i l i n g i n t h e i r own c o u n t r y . S t r a b o h i m s e l f was q u i t e f r a n k 

m p o i n t i n g o u t ^ 4 ^ how t h e Greeks viewed t h e w e a l t h o f Egypt 

w i t h c o v e t y and g r e e d . Even up t i l l t h e p r e s e n t t i m e t h e Greeks 

s t i l l l o o k a t Egypt as a c o u n t r y o f g r e a t f o r t u n e s . 

U n l i k e t h e somewhat t h o r o u g h c o v e r i n g o f t h e f l o r a 

o f Egypt by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , t h e fauna i s l e s s w e l l 

d i s c u s s e d by them. I n d e e d , a p a r t f r o m a few s h o r t a c c o u n t s by 

S t r a b o on t h i n g s p e c u l i a r t o Egypt, i n c l u d i n g a n i m a l s , and 

S t r a b o ' s and D i o d o r u s * b r i e f a c c o u n t on t h e a n i m a l s o f t h e N i l e , 

we observe t h a t most o f t h e a n i m a l s m e n t i o n e d by t h e c l a s s i c a l 

a u t h o r s a r e more o r l e s s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e i r ( t h e a n i m a l s ' ) 

p o s i t i o n s as s a c r e d a n i m a l s , and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t w i t h t h e i r 

u s e f u l n e s s t o mankind. B e a r i n g t h i s m mind, we , s h a l l l ' f md, -that many 

a n i m a l s known t o have been f o u n d i n Egypt were n o t m e n t i o n e d a t a l l 

(23*9) P l i n y , N.H. XX 74, XXI 88. 

(240) S t r a b o , 17.1.6. 
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by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , such as donkeys, hyenas, g a z e l s , 

h o r s e s , f o x e s and many o t h e r s . The c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , however, 

mentioned v a r i o u s a n i m a l s and o t h e r c r e a t u r e s , d o m e s t i c , 

d o m e s t i c a t e d and w i l d a l i k e . And s i n c e most o f t h e a n i m a l s 

enumerated by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s were s a c r e d a n i m a l s , o f w h i c h 

we a r e g o i n g t o speak l a t e r i n t h i s w o r k, our d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 

an i m a l s h e r e w i l l be b r i e f . 

Among t h e a n i m a l s mentioned by c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s were 
(241) ( 242) camels, w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o and P l i n y were used 

f o r t r a n s p o r t a l o n g t h e t r a d e - r o u t e a c r o s s t h e A r a b i a n ( E a s t e r n ) 

D e s e r t , between Coptos ( Q i f t ) i n t h e N i l e V a l l e y and Myos Hormos 
(243) 

and B e r e n i c e on t h e Red Sea; c a t t l e ( i . e . cows and oxen) were 
(24 4 ) 

c o n s i d e r e d among s a c r e d a n i m a l s , cows b e i n g s a c r e d t o I s i s 
, (245) (246) and Hathor ( A p h r o d i t e ) and b u l l s were s a c r e d t o O s i r i s , 

( 241) S t r a b o , 17.1.45. (242) P l i n y , N.H. V I . 102. 

(243) D i o d . I . 2 1 , 36, 43, 87. S t r a b o , 17.1.22, 27, 3 1 , 35. 

(244) D i o d . I . 1 1 , c f . H dt. 4 1 . 

(245) S t r a b o , 17.1.22, 35. 

(246) D i o d . I . 2 1 , 85, 88. S t r a b o 17.1.31. 
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most famous o f a l l Apxs and Mnevis b u l l s , whose most i m p o r t a n t 
(24i7) 

c e n t r e o f w o r s h i p were Memphis and H e l i o p o l i s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
( 2 4 8 ) 

Cows were a l s o u s e f u l , f o r t h e y , D i o d o r u s s a i d , bear w o r k e r s 

( i . e . oxen) and p l o u g h t h e l i g h t e r s o i l . E l sewhere, D i o d o r u s 
(24S) 

spoke o f herds and f l o c k s t r e a d i n g i n t h e seeds, a scene a l s o 

d e p i c t e d by t h e a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s on t h e i r m o n u m e n t s . S h e e p 
(250.) 

were a l s o s a c r e d a n i m a l s and were u s e f u l f o r t h e p e o p l e , because 

o f t h e r i c h p a s t u r a g e ; t h e y lamb t w i c e and a r e t w i c e s h o r n , t h u s 

p r o v i d i n g by t h e i r w o o l b o t h p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e body and i t s 

decorous c o v e r i n g , w h i l e by t h e i r m i l k and cheese t h e y f u r n i s h f o o d 
(25 2) 

t h a t i s b o t h a p e t i z i n g and abundant. There were a l s o g o a t s 
( 2 5 3 ) ( 254) ( 2 5 6 ) w h i c h were s a c r e d , dogs, a l s o s a c r e d a n i m a l s , f o r 

t h e dog i s u s e f u l b o t h f o r t h e h u n t and f o r men's p r o t e c t i o n , and 

(2 4 7 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.22, 27. 

(2 4 8 ) D i o d . I . 2 1 , 86. 

(249) D i o d . I . 26. 

(250 ) See a r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e scene i n J.H. B r e a s t e d , A H i s t o r y o f 
Egypt, p. 92. 

(254) D i o d . I . 87, S t r a b o , 17.1.40. 

(252) D i o d . 1 . 36, 82. 

(253 ) D i o d . I . 84, 88; S t r a b o 17.1.19. (254) P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 148. 

(2 5 5 ) D i o d . I . 87; S t r a b o , 17.1.40, P h i l o L e g a t i o , XX, 139. 
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t h i s i s why t h e y r e p r e s e n t t h e god t h e y c a l l Anubis w i t h a dog's 
( 256 ) 

head because a dog was t h e bodyguard o f O s i r i s and I s i s ; c a t s , 
( 2 5 7 ) 

were a l s o s a c r e d a n i m a l s , f o r t h e c a t i s u s e f u l a g a i n s t asps 

w i t h t h e i r d e a d l y b i t e and t h e o t h e r r e p t i l e s t h a t s t i n g . 

By t h e t i m e t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , concerned i n t h i s 

t h e s i s , Egypt seems t o have had n o t a g r e a t number o f w i l d 

a n i m a l s , e x a c t l y as i s t h e case t o d a y e s p e c i a l l y i f compared w i t h 

t h e Sudan on i t s s o u t h e r n b o r d e r . T h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s had 

a l r e a d y been s t a t e d by Herodotus i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e f i f t h 

«entury B.C. Herodotus s t a t e d ( n . 6 5 ) , "though Egypt has L i b y a 

on i t s b o r d e r s , i t i s n o t a c o u n t r y o f many a n i m a l s " . •> , 

C 260 ) 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , D i o d o r u s s t a t e d t h a t t h e d e s e r t r e g i o n s o f 

Egypt were f u l l o f w i l d b e a t s , a s t a t e m e n t w i t h o u t doubt m o t i v a t e d 
i_ 

by t h e l o v e o f e x a g g e r a t i o n . He, moreover, spoke o f w i l d 

b e a s t s i n t h e l a n d a p a r t f r o m t h e d e s e r t . He speaks o f them as 

e n c i r c l e d by t h e N i l e f l o o d . C l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s mentioned t h e l i o n 

( 2 56) D i o d . I . 87. 

(257) D i o d . I . 83,84,87; S t r a b o , 17.1.40, C i c e r o , Nat.Deor. I . 
XXXVI. 101. 

(258) D i o d . I . 87. 

(259) D i o d . I . 24, 30. 

( 2 6 0 ) D i od. I . 36. 
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(26 1 ) as a s a c r e d a n i m a l s i n c e r t a i n p a r t s o f Egypt, b u t t h e y d i d 

n o t say whether Egypt d i d have l i o n s o r n o t . The f a c t , however, 

i s t h a t t h e l i o n , l i k e o t h e r a n i m a l s o f t r o p i c a l r e g i o n s , had 
(262) 

ceased t o be f o u n d i n Egypt many thousands o f y e a r s ago. 
(263) 

Egypt a l s o had and s t i l l has, w o l v e s , n o t i c e d by P l i n y t o 
(264) 

be f e e b l e and s m a l l , t h e y a r e s a c r e d a n i m a l s ; t h e 

/
( 2 6 5 ) nous t o Egypt and i s 
(266j> 

r e p o r t e d t o be t h e d e a d l i e s t enemy o f t h e c r o c o d i l e and 
(267) 

t h e asp, b o t h b e i n g dangerous t o t h e s a f e t y o f man, t h e 
(268) 

ichneumon was f o r t h a t r e a s o n honoured by t h e p e o p l e ; (269) (270) mice, among w h i c h t h e shrew mouse was s a i d by S t r a b o t o 

(261) Diod. I . 84; S t r a b o , 17.1.40. 

(262) See H.Kees, o p . c i t . pp.19, 20. 

(263) P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 80. c f . Hdt. n . 67. 

(264) D i o d . I . 83, 88; S t r a b o 17.1.40, P h i l o , L e g a t i o , XX, 139. 

(265) S t r a b o , 17.2.4; P l i n y , N.H. X I I I . 88, 90. P h i l o , L e g a t i o , l o c . c i t . 

( 266) D i o d . I . 87; S t r a b o , 17.1.39; P l i n y , N H. V I I I , 8 8 , 9 0 . 

(267) S t r a b o , 17.1.39. 

(268) D i o d . I . 83, 87; S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . , C i c e r o , Nat.Deor. I . 
x x x v i . 1 01. 

(269) P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 132; x. 186. 

(270) S t r a b o , 17.1.40. 
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be a sacred animal. Egypt also possessed other species of 
(271) (272) animals and i n s e c t s , such as l o c u s t s , c a t e r p i l l a r s , 

(273) (274) sand-burrowers, scorpions, and a m u l t i t u d e of 

r e p t i l e s ^ ^ " 3 ^ such as horned serpents, snakes, a n d 

the asp, which was of two kinds and was s a i d t o be indigenous to 
(278) 

the country and causes a quicker death. I t was also 
state d t h a t tape-worms and maw-worms had i n f e s t e d the ancient 

(279) 
Egyptians. 

The N i l e , the canals, the lakes and marshes of 
c ; (280) Egypt were also teaming w i t h a l l s o r t s of animals. According 

(271) Diod. I . 87. 

(272) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(273) Strabo, 17.1.21. 

(274) Diod. I . 87; P l i n y , X I . 89. 

(275) Strabo, 17.1.21. 

(276) Diod. I . 87; Plxny, N.H. 75. 

(277) Diod. l o c . c i t . P l i n y , l o c . c i t . Cicero, l o c . c i t . 

(278) Strabo, 17.1.39; 17. 

(279) P l i n y , N.H. X X V I I I . 145. 

(280) Diod. I . 35. 
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( 281) to Dxodorus the N i l e contains every v a r i e t y of f i s h and i n 

numbers beyond b e l i e f ; f o r i t supplies the people of Egypt not 

only w i t h abundant subsistence from the f i s h f r e s h l y caught, but 
(282) 

i t also y i e l d s an u n f a i l i n g m u l t i t u d e f o r s a l t i n g . Strabo 

agreed w i t h Diodorus t h a t the N i l e contains many and d i f f e r e n t 

kinds of f i s h , but Strabo does not mention anything about the use 

of f i s h f o r food; but he speaks about the N i l e as having f i s h 

w i t h a s p e c i a l indigenous character and he gives a l i s t of the 
(283) (284) best known f i s h of the N i l e . Strabo mentions among 

these f i s h the o^yrhyjshus, and the lepi d o t u s or scale f i s h and 

the l a t e s , a l l three were considered sacred. The N i l e also had 

two b i g beasts, the c r o c o d i l e , ( o ^ p o k o ' S e ^ o r i . e . l i z a r d ) 
(285) 

and the hippopotamus ( l i t . the horse of the r i v e r ) . The 
(286) 

c r o c o d i l e t h r i v e d not only i n the r i v e r N i l e but also i n the 

(281) Diod. I . 36. 

(282) Strabo, 17.2.4. 

(283) Strabo, 17.2.4. 

(284) Strabo, 17.1.40, 17.2.4. 

(285) Diod. I . 35. 

(286) Diod. l o c . c i t . P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 88-90, Cicero, Nat.Deor, I . 
x x x v i . 101. 
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canal (Bahr Yousef) leading from i t t o Lake Moeris (Karoun) and 
( 287 

xn Lake Moerxs i t s e l f , where i t was found i n l a r g e numbers, 
because x t was deemed a sacred anxmal by most of the Egyptian 

(288) 
people and p a r t i c u l a r l y by the people of the Arsxnoite or 
C r o c o d i l o p o l i t e Nome (mod. el-Fayum); the most famous centre of 

(289) (290) xts consecratxon. Strabo r e l a t e s as an eye-witness an 

account on the feeding of the c r o c o d i l e , or Suchos, as the people 

of t h a t r e g i o n c a l l e d him. I n some other regions of Egypt, 

however, the c r o c o d i l e was held i n dishonour, p a r t i c u l a r l y by the 
(291) 

people of the Heracl e o p o l i t e Nome, who consecrated the 
dea d l i e s t enemy of the c r o c o d i l e , the ichneumon, as we mentioned 

before, and by the people of Tentyra (mod. Dandara) who, as 
(292) 

Strabo s a i d , were expert i n hunting and t r a c k i n g the 
(293) 

animals w i t h o u t f e a r , and by the people of A p o l l o n o s p o l i s . 
The cro c o d i l e s however are no longer t o be found i n Egypt; indeed, 

(287) 

(288) Diod. I . 82,84,89; Strabo, 17.1.38,39. Cicero, l o c . c i t . 
P h i l o , Legatio, l o c . c x t . 

(289) Strabo, l o c . c x t . c f . Hdt. xx. 69. 

(290) Strabo^f 17.1.38. 
(291) Strabo, 17.1.39. 

(292) Strabo, 17.44. 

(293) Strabo, 17.1.47. 
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i t can only be found i n Southern Sudan. Hippopotamuses were also 
(294) 

numerous i n the N i l e , though, l i k e the c r o c o d i l e , they have 

disappeared from Egypt a long time ago. According t o the 

c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s of our p e r i o d , t h i s animal was not held i n any 

p a r t i c u l a r honour by the Egyptians, on the c o n t r a r y they hunted 

i t and tracked i t and destroyed i t whenever they found i t , because 

i t was r eported as an animal which d i d a great d i s s e r v i c e t o the 
(295) 

people by destroying t h e i r f i e l d s , which are t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 
(296) 

Dolphins were s a i d t o have entered the mouth of the N i l e 
(from the sea) and the skunk was also found m Egypt and i t was an 

(297) (298) animal of the N i l e . The skunk was u s e f u l f o r medicine , 

f o r i t was an outstanding a n t i d o t e against poisons, and also an 
(299) 

aphrodisiac f o r males. 
I n Egypt there were also a number of b i r d s , such as 

. (300) . (301) , , . ^(302) q u a i l s , i b i s e s , , which were considered sacred and, 

(294) Diod. I . 35; Strabo, 15.1.45; P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 95. 

(295) Diod. l o c . c i t . But the c l a s s i c a l authors are not c o r r e c t f o r 
the hippopotamus was held sacred (see P i e r r e Montet, o p . c i t . 
P.149). 

(296) P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 91. 

(297) Dioscorides, o p . c i t . I I . 71. ; P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 91. 

(298) Dioscorides, l o c . c i t . (299) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(300) Diod. I . 60. 

(301) Diod. I . 83, 87; Strabo, 17.2.4. Cicero, Nat.Deor. I , x x i . 101, 
P l i n y , N.H. V I I I 97; X.75, c f . also Hdt. n . 75, 76. 

(302) Diod. l o c . c i t . ; Strabo, 17.1.40. 
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according t o Strabo, -t^ey were of two kinds, and they were 
(304) 

found i n l a r g e numbers. Diodorus s a i d t h a t the i b i s e s were 
u s e f u l as a p r o t e c t o r against the snakes, the l o c u s t s and the 

(305) (306) c a t e r p i l l a r s . Strabo agreed p a r t l y w i t h Diodorus i n 

mentioning the services of the b i r d s by saying t h a t they s i n g l e 

out every b a r e f u l animal and the refuse m the meat shops and 

bakeries, but he pointed out t h a t they also have shortcomings m 

t h a t they eat e v e r y t h i n g , are unclean, and can only w i t h d i f f i c u l t y 

be kept away from t h i n g s t h a t are clean and must not s u f f e r any 

defilement. The hawk or Hierax (« i c - p * \ £<.yuirT<oC ) was also 
(30 7) (30 8) found i n Egypt, was considered sacred and, l i k e the cat 

( 30 9) 

and i b i s , was tamed, and according t o Diodorus i t was u s e f u l 

against deadly i n s e c t s and was also used as a b i r d of omen. Egypt 

also possessed the n i g h t c r o w ^ ( o Wf<-rt. (<o f><\\ ) , the 

(303) Strabo, l o c . c i t . c f . also Hdt. n . 76. 

(30 4) Diod. I . 87. 

(305) Strabo, l o c . c i t . 

(306) Strabo,cf. also Hdt. i i . 7 5 . and Cicero.Nat.Deor. I . x x x v i . 101. 
who sai d s i m i l a r t h i n g s . But How & Wells (A Commentafry On 
Herodotus. v o l . 1 , p.204, comm. on. n . ch.75 n.3.) doubts the 
v a l i d i t y of such a statement. They say t h a t whether the sacred 
i b i s r e a l l y k i l l s snakes or not i s disputed, at a l l events the 
Greeks thought t h a t i t d i d . 

(307) Strabo, 17.2.4. (308) Diod. 1.83, 87; Strabo, 17.1.40, 47. 

(309) Diod. I . 87. (310) Strabo, 17.2.4. 
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(3l3i) (312) t r o c h i l u s (Phivianus A e g y p t i u s ) , the pigeon (Columba), 
(313) (31ft) the plover (himantopus) p o u l t r y and geese and other 

(315) 
aquatic b i r d s . Diodorus gives us a very i n t e r e s t i n g account 
of the s k i l l and techniques w i t h which the Egyptian herdsmen and 
c (316) p u l t e r e r s surpassed those of other c o u n t r i e s . He t e l l s us, 

"the herdsmen receive the care of animals from t h e i r f a t h e r s as 

i f by a law of i n h e r i t a n c e , and f o l l o w a p a s t o r a l l i f e a l l the 

days of t h e i r existence. They have received, i t i s t r u e , much 

from t h e i r ancestors r e l a t i v e t o the best care and feeding of 

grazing animals, but t o t h i s they add not a l i t t l e by reason of 

t h e i r own i n t e r e s t i n such matters; and the most a s t o n i s h i n g f a c t 

i s t h a t , by reason of t h e i r unusual a p p l i c a t i o n t o such matters, 

the" men who have charge of p o u l t r y and geese, i n a d d i t i o n t o 

producing them i n a n a t u r a l way known t o a l l mankind, r a i s e them 

by t h e i r own hands, by v i r t u e of a s k i l l p e c u l i a r t o them, i n 

numbers beyond t e l l i n g ; f o r they do not use the b i r d s f o r hatching 

(311) ) P l i n y , N.H. V I I I . 90. 

(312) P l i n y , N.H. X. 147. 

(313) P l i n v r N.H. X. 130. 

(31.4) Diod. I . 74. 

(315) Strabo, 17.1.25. 

(316j Diod. l o c . c i t . 
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the eggs, but i n e f f e c t i n g t h i s themselves a r t i f i c i a l l y by 

t h e i r own w i t and s k i l l m astounding manner they are not 
(317 ) 

surpassed by the operations of nature. - The present 

w r i t e r observed the p o u l t e r e r s of modern Egypt using a 

s i m i l a r a r t i f i c i a l method t o produce p o u l t r y , except t h a t the 

modern technique i s d i f f e r e n t from t h a t mentioned by 

Diodorus. 

(317) According t o A r i s t o t l e (Hisl; Anim. 6.2.) t h i s 
a r t i f i c i a l hatching was e f f e c t e d by burying the eggs 
i n dung. 
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CHAPTER VI 

MINERAL RESOURCES 

Egypt also possessed a l a r g e number of minerals, 

i n c l u d i n g minerals of m e t a l l i c nature, precious stones, b u i l d i n g 

stones and other m a t e r i a l s . 

The best known and the most valuable metal found i n 

ancient Egypt was g o l d . I t s occurrence i n Egypt was mentioned 

by Diodorus^ 1^ who quoted Hecataeus of Abdera as s t a t i n g , 'gold 
(2) 

mines had been discovered m the Thebaid . Further on Diodorus 
(3) 

quoted Agatharchides of Cnidus (C. 116 B.C.) account on the 

occurrence of gold and the method of i t s mining m which he says, 

*at the e x t r e m i t y of Egypt and i n the contiguous t e r r i t o r y of 

both Arabia and E t h i o p i a there l i e s a region which contains many 

l a r g e gold mines, where the gold i s secured i n great q u a n t i t i e s 

w i t h much s u f f e r i n g and at great expense. For the e a r t h i s 

n a t u r a l l y black and contains seams and veins of a marble ( i . e . a 

quartz rock) which i s unusually white and i n b r i l l i a n c y 

surpasses everything else which shines b r i g h t l y by nature, and here 

(1) Diod. I . 15. 

(2) Diod. I I I . 12-14. 

(3) Agatharchides of Cnidos, De Man Erythraeo, V. 23 f f . (see 
K. M i i l l e r G.G.M. Vo l . I . p. 123 f f . ) 
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the overseers of the labour xn the mines recover the gold w i t h 
the a i d of a m u l t i t u d e of workers. These workers were e i t h e r 
convicted c r i m i n a l s , captives of war, or suspected c r i m i n a l s 
even i f they were not convicted, and not only such persons but 
occ a s i o n a l l y a l l t h e i r r e l a t i v e s ' . Agatharchides' account as 
quoted by Diodorus then speaks i n d e t a i l about the process of 
o b t a i n i n g gold from the mines. The account also describes the 
immense s u f f e r i n g i n f l i c t e d upon those wretched gold diggers, on 
which c o n d i t i o n s Diodorus had t h i s t o say, " t h i s working of the 
gold as i t i s c a r r i e d on a t the furthermost borders of Egypt, 
i s e f f e c t e d through a l l the extensive labours here described; f o r 
Nature h e r s e l f , i n Diodorus* o p i n i o n , makes i t c l e a r t h a t whereas 
the production of gold i s l a b o r i o u s , the guarding of i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t , the zest f o r i t very g r e a t , and t h a t i t s use i s h a l f ­
way between pleasure and pa i n " . "The discovery of these gold 

(4) 
mines xn Egypt", according t o Diodorus, " i s very ancient having 
been made by the e a r l y k i n g s " . About the use of g o l d , Diodorus 

(5) 

says t h a t , "by the discovery of t h a t metal as w e l l as copper 

the Egyptians fashxoned implements w i t h which they k i l l e d the 

w i l d beasts and worked the s o i l , and thus i n eager r i v a l r y brought 

the country under c u l t i v a t i o n , and they made images of the gods 

(4) Diod. l o c . c i t . 

(5) Diod. I . 15. 
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( a ^ 

and magnificent gold chapels f o r t h e i r worship". P l i n y , 

too, spoke of gold dug up from s h a f t s which i s c a l l e d 

'channeled* or 'trenched' g o l d . This g o l d , P l i n y added, was 

found s t i c k i n g t o the g r i t of marble (marmoris glareae 

mhaerens, i . e . quartz r o c k ) , not i n the way i n which i t 

gleams i n the l a p i s l a z u l i ( s a ppiro) of the East and the stone 

of Thebes (apparently some micaceous g r a n i t e ) and m other 

precious stones, but s p a r k l i n g i n the f o l d s of the marble. 

These channels of veins wander t o and f r o along the sides of 

the s h a f t s , which gives the gold i t s name; and the e a r t h i s 

held up by wooden props" The account of mining and working of 

gold given by P l i n y i s almost the same as t h a t of Agartharchides 

which Diodorus quoted i n t a c t . Thus P l i n y says, "The substance 

dug out i s crushed, washed, f i r e d and ground t o a s o f t powder. 

The powder from the mortar i s c a l l e d the 'scudes' and the s i l v e r 

t h a t comes out from the furnace the 'sweat', the d i r t thrown 

out of the smelting furnace i n the case of every metal i s c a l l e d 

' s c o r i a ' , s l a g . I n the case of gold the s c o r i a i s pounded and 

f i r e d a second time; the c r u c i b l e s f o r t h i s are made of 

tasconium, which i s a w h i t e e a r t h resembling c l a y . No other 

(6) P l i n y . N.H. XXX I I I . 68 
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e a r t h can stand the b l a s t of axr, the f i r e , or the i n t e n s e l y 

hot m a t e r i a l . " P l i n y d i d not s t a t e c l e a r l y i n the above-cited 

account t h a t t h i s gold was found i n Egypt, but the context 
(7) 

makes i t obvious t h a t the reference i s t o Egypt. According 

t o these three c l a s s i c a l authors, t h e r e f o r e , gold was found i n 

ancient Egypt and presumably i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s . Generally 

speaking, the i n f o r m a t i o n supplied concerning the mining and 

working of the gold from the quartz-rocks ( o r the marble rocks 
(8) 

as the c l a s s i c a l authors c a l l e d them) was f a i r l y accurate . 
(9) 

So, too, the regions where gold i s t o be found. I n connection 

w i t h t h i s p o i n t Lucas s a y s , ^ 1 ^ " i n Egypt, l i k e many other 

c o u n t r i e s , gold occurred both i n a l l u v i a l sands and g r a v e l s , 

derived from the breaking down of gold-bearing rocks, the debris 

from which has been washed i n t o water courses, not o f t e n dry, 

or i n veins i n quartz rock". "The gold bearing region of Egypt, 

which i s immense", Lucas adds,^"^ " l i e s between the N i l e V a l l e y 

(7) The evidence f o r t h i s can be deduced from the f a c t t h a t P l i n y 
compared the s t a t e of t h a t gold w i t h t h a t of the l a p i s l a z u l i 
of the East and t h a t of the Stone of the Thebaid, which i s a 
region i n Egypt. Moreover the d e s c r i p t i o n by P l i n y of the s t a t e 
m which gold was found resembles the d e s c r i p t i o n of Diodorus 
mentioned above. 

(8) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 228. 

(9) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 224; E.Bevan, A H i s t o r y of Egypt, The 
Ptolemaic Dynasty, p.149 (London 1927); M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 212. 

(10) A. Lucas, l o c . c i t . (11) A. Lucas, l o c . c i t 
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and the Red Sea, c h i e f l y i n t h a t p a r t of the Eastern Desert 

s t r e t c h i n g south from the Qena-Quseir road t o the Sudan f r o n t i e r , 

though several o l d workings beyond the confines of Egypt i n the 

Sudan almost as f a r south as Dongola. The greater p a r t of t h i s 

t e r r i t o r y i s m Nubia (the E t h i o p i a of the c l a s s i c a l authors) which 

i s now p a r t l y belonging t o Egypt and p a r t l y t o the Sudan. "No 

occurrence of g o l d " , Lucas s t a t e s , " i s known i n S i n a i , although 

the g e o l o g i c a l conditions are favourable and although some of the 

ancient t e x t s might imply t h a t gold was obtained from the re g i o n " . 

On the use of gold we have already mentioned 
(12) 

Diodorus* account which, I t h i n k , cannot be t r e a t e d s e r i o u s l y , 

d e spite the f a c t t h a t l i k e most of h i s accounts i t bears a 

nucleus of t r u t h . The uses of various metals f o r various purposes 

were of a very e a r l y date i n Egypt. Diodorus does n o t , however, 

t e l l us which metal i s used f o r t h i s t h i n g and which i s used f o r 

another. Gold c e r t a i n l y was not used f o r making weapons or farming 

t o o l s , except perhaps f o r g i l d i n g the handles of weapons. I t might 

have been used also i n connection w i t h g i l d i n g and decorating the 

chapels of worship and also f o r making statues f o r t h e i r gods. 

Gold, however, was used f o r many other purposes; i t was used i n the 

(12) See P.j 
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form of granules f o r decorative purposes; i t was made i n t o t h i n 

sheets f o r covering f u r n i t u r e , wooden c o f f i n s and other objects 

such as the rims of stone vessels, and f o r p l a t i n g copper and 

s i l v e r ; i t was beaten i n t o s t i l l t h i n n e r l e a f f o r g i l d i n g , i t was 

c a s t , beaten or cut i n t o s t r i p s t h a t were drawn i n t o w i r e ; i t was 

coloured, soldered and burnished and, i n f a c t , there are a few 

of the modern p r a c t i c e s of gold working t h a t were not known and 
(13) 

employed i n ancient Egypt, many of them at an e a r l y date. At 

the present time gold mining i s not a f l o u r i s h i n g i n d u s t r y i n 

Egypt because of i t s uncommercial y i e l d . The work i s s t i l l 

concentrated i n the Eastern Desert t o the east of Kena Governorate 

i n Upper Egypt. 
(14) 

Diodorus also mentioned the existence of copper 
(15) 

mines m the same region where gold was t o be found. P l i n y added 
t h a t Egypt had the blue pigment (caeruleum) which i s a sand. This 

(16) 
substance i s , i n f a c t , the a z u r i t e , a basic copper carbonate. 

(13) A Lucas, o p . c i t . pp. 230, 231. 

(14) Diod. I . 15. 

(15) P l i n y , N.H. X X X I I I . 161. 

(16) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 210; H. Rackham, P l i n y , N.H. Loeb. ed, 
V o l . IX. P. 118. 
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According t o P l i n y there were three kinds of t h a t substance i n 

o l d days, the Egyptian being most esteemed. From blue 

(caeruleum), P l i n y added, i s made the substance c a l l e d blue wash, 

which i s produced by washing and g r i n d i n g i t . P l i n y f u r t h e r 
(17) 

mentioned c h a l c i t i s , from which, he s a i d , various substances 

were obtained, i n c l u d i n g copper, s o n , and misy. P l i n y , 

however, only s t a t e d t h a t the s o n was obtained i n Egypt, and t h a t 

the Egyptian v a r i e t y i s the most h i g h l y commended. He only 
mentioned i t s use f o r medicinal p r o p e r t i e s . Misy and s o n , l i k e 
'caeraleum*, are but copper i n various s t a t e s . S o n and misy 

(18 ) 

were also mentioned by Dioscorides as having been found i n 

Egypt. Dioscorides also described the Egyptian misy and s o n as 

the best of a l l v a r i e t i e s , and stressed t h e i r medicinal 

p r o p e r t i e s . P l i n y also mentioned the use of copper (aes) f o r 

medicinal purposes. E a r l i e r i n t h i s chapter we mentioned the 
(19) 

employment of copper as given by Diodorus but i t remains t o 

be sa i d t h a t copper was more u s e f u l than even gold i n t h a t i t was 

employed f o r many purposes. Copper was one of the e a r l i e s t 

(17) P l i n y , N.H. XXXIV. 117-122. 

(18) Dioscorides, o p . c i t . V. 117, 119. 

(19) See P.140 and 141. 
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metals known t o man, and i n Egypt i t was employed before gold as 

f a r back as Bedarian and e a r l y predynastic times. The employment 

of copper by the ancient Egyptians was f u r t h e r supported by the 

f i n d s of a l a r g e number of a r t i c l e s , which are w e l l summarised by 
(20) 

Lucas. These a r t i c l e s i n clude weapons, farming t o o l s , 

ornaments, small objects and household u t e n s i l s . A l l these 

various evidences seem t o support the r a t h e r vague statement of 

Diodorus. Copper ores, however, were not only found i n the 
(21) (22) Eastern Desert, as Diodorus s a i d , but also i n S i n a i . 

According t o Lucas, the evidence f o r ancient copper mining and 

smelting by the Egyptians i s t w o f o l d , f i r s t , the existence of 

ancient mines w i t h r u i n s of mining settlements and ancient s l a g 

heaps and, secondly, i n s c r i p t i o n s i n the neighbourhood of mines 

l e f t by mining expeditions. 

Prom the c l a s s i c a l authors we have no d e f i n i t e 

i n f o r m a t i o n on whether s i l v e r was found i n ancient Egypt or n o t , 
(23) 

except the reference given by P l i n y i n which he s a i d , "the 

Egyptians s t a i n e d t h e i r s i l v e r so as t o see the p o r t r a i t s of t h e i r 

god Anubis i n t h e i r vessels; and they d i d not engrave but painted 

(20) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . pp. 199, 200. 

(21) Diod. l o c . c i t . , see also M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 212, 

(22) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . pp. 201, 202. 

(23) P l i n y , N.H. X X X I I I . 131. 
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t h e i r s i l v e r * . I n the o p i n i o n of some modern authors and i n view 
of the c o n d i t i o n s of the present time, n e i t h e r n a t i v e s i l v e r nor 
s i l v e r ores occur i n Egypt, though a l l Egyptian gold contains 
s i l v e r . F o r t h a t reason the ancient Egyptians ( l i k e t h e i r 

modern successors) had t o import t h e i r s i l v e r from abroad, from 
(25) (26) Asia Minor, or perhaps from Spam. I n the o p i n i o n of Lucas 

the d e s c r i p t i o n o f P l i n y suggests a form of n i e l l o , which i s an 

a l l o y of s i l v e r and copper blackened by the sulphides of these 

metals. A few examples of n i e l l o , Lucas maintains, have been 

rep o r t e d from ancient Egypt. 

I t i s s u r p r i s i n g t h a t the c l a s s i c a l authors of our 

p e r i o d d i d not mention i r o n , though i r o n minerals are p l e n t y i n 

Egypt and at a very e a r l y date (predynastic times) an ore of i r o n 

(haematite) was fashioned i n t o bends, amulets and small ornaments 

and c e r t a i n compounds of i r o n , namely, ochres, siennas and 

umbers, but more p a r t i c u l a r l y red and yellow ochres, were used as 
(27) 

pigments. The ores are found c h i e f l y i n the eastern desert and 
m S i n a i and the ochres p r i n c i p a l l y near Aswan and i n the oases of 

(28) (29) the western desert. P l i n y , however, mentioned the existence 

(24) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 245. (25) M. Cary, o p . c i t . p. 212. 

(26) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 250. (27) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 235. 

(28) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . pp. 235, 236 and the present w r i t e r ' s own 
personal i n f o r m a t i o n . 

(29) P l i n y , N.H. XXXV. 35. 
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of xron mines, when he spoke of the red ochres which was a l s o 
(30) 

mentioned by D i o s c o r i d e s , About the ochre? and t h e i r 

employment to produce pigments we s h a l l speak p r e s e n t l y . 

C l a s s i c a l authors a l s o enumerated a number of 

pigments used by a n c i e n t Egyptians to g i v e t h e i r b u i l d i n g s such 

a f r e s h and b r i g h t c o l o u r , which have a s t o n i s h i n g l y remained so 

up to the present time. We have a l r e a d y spoken of the s t a i n i n g 

of s i l v e r . Now among these pigments P l i n y mentioned the 
(31) 

' s i n o p i s ' c a l l e d a f t e r the c i t y of Smope i n Pontus, i t s 
(32) 

country of o r i g i n , and a l s o the ' r u b r i c a ' ( i . e . the red 

e a r t h ) . These were used f o r pigments. The Egyptian q u a l i t y was 

the b e s t . The s i n o p i s and r u b r i c a , however, were c e r t a i n l y r e d 

ochre. D i o s c o r i d e s w a s obviously speaking of the red 

ochre when he mentioned the ' t e k t o n i k e ' ("f£/«r7oVt ̂ y l i t . 

j o i n e r ' s work), as h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of t h a t substance and i t s use 

(30) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 112. 

(31) P l i n y , N.H. XXXV. 31. 

(32) P l i n y , N.H. XXXV. 35. 

(33) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 347; c f . a l s o Rackham, P l i n y ' s N.H. Vol 
I X . Loeb. ed. p. 283, n.h. 

(34) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 112. 
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i s almost the same as t h a t of P l i n y . He a l s o s t a t e d , l i k e P l i n y , 

t h a t i t was used to produce ' r u b n c a ' ( i . e . red e a r t h ) . P l i n y 
(35) 

a l s o noted t h a t apart from being manufactured, red ochre was 

a l s o found i n a n a t i v e s t a t e i n i r o n mines and he a l s o s t a t e d 

t h a t the red ochre was u s e f u l f o r m e d i c i n a l purposes. Red ochre, 

however, was c e r t a i n l y used by the a n c i e n t Egyptians f o r the 

purposes mentioned by the c l a s s i c a l a u t hors. P l i n y ^ ^ a l s o 

mentioned a white pigment which he c a l l e d 'paraetonium' a f t e r a 

p l a c e ( i . e . Paraefronium, mod. Marsa Matrouh) i n Egypt and t h a t i t 

was the most greasy of a l l the white c o l o u r s and made the most 

tenacious f o r p l a s t e r s because of i t s smoothness. T h i s white 

pigment could be e i t h e r c a l c i u m carbonate ( w h i t i n g , c h a l k ) , or 

c a l c i u m s u l p h a t e (gypsum) as these were the only two w h i t e 
(38) 

pigments known. The use of white pigment f o r mural p a i n t i n g 
(39) 

i s known from the p r e d y n a s t i c p e r i o d . 

(35) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(36) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 347, f f . 

(37) P l i n y , ty.H. XXXV. 36. 

(38) A. Lucas, o p . c i t . p. 349; Rackham, o p . c i t . p. 283. n . i . 

(39) L u cas, o p . c i t . pp. 348, 349. 
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Plxny a l s o mentioned^ 4 0^ c h a l k , whxch he c a l l e d 

' G a l a c t a t x s ' , a l s o known as 'leucogaea' (white e a r t h ) , 

' l e u c o g r a p h i t e s ' (white c h a l k ) and * s y n e c t h i t i s ' ( c o h e s i v e e a r t h ) . 

P l i n y t o l d us t h a t i t was noteworthy f o r the f a c t t h a t when 

rubbed between the f i n g e r s i t e x h i b i t s a milky smear and f l a v o u r , 

and i n r e a r i n g c h i l d r e n i t ensures wet nurses a p l e n t i f u l flow 

of m i l k . The stone a l s o has m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . ' G a l a c t i t i s ' , 

(41) 

however, according to P l i n y , was produced by the N i l e . D i o s c o r i d e s 

a l s o mentioned the c h a l k which he c a l l e d 'Morochthos L i t h o s ' 

(pipe c l a y - s t o n e ) , though some c a l l the substance ' G a l a x i a ' or 

Leucographis. Chalk, D i o s c o r i d e s added, was found m Egypt and was 

used t h e r e by l i n e n manufacturers f o r whitening of the c l o t h e s , i t 

being s o f t and melting and i t has m e d i c i n a l p r o p e r t i e s . Alum was 
(42) 

a l s o s a i d by P l i n y to have been found i n Egypt. He c a l l e d the 
substance 'alumen' and d e s c r i b e d the Egyptian kind as the most 

(43) 

esteemed. I t was a l s o mentioned by D i o s c o r i d e s who c a l l e d i t 

' s t u p e n a * and added t h a t almost every k i n d of alum was found i n 

the same mines i n Egypt, f o r , he s a i d , t h e r e were many kinds of alum. 

(40) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 162. 

(41) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 152. 

(42) P l i n y , N.H. XXXV. 183, 184. 

(43) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 123. 
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Dxoscorxdes and Plxny mentxoned the use of alum f o r medxcxnal 

purposes. Plxny a l s o s t a t e d t h a t varxous kxnds of alum were used 

f o r d i f f e r e n t purposes; f o r the whxte and l i q u x d kxnd was most 

u s e f u l f o r dyexng woollens a brxght c o l o u r , whereas the b l a c k kind 

was best f o r dark or sombre hues. B l a c k alum was a l s o used xn 
(44) 

cleanxng gold. Plxny a l s o xnformed us t h a t a l l alum xs 

produced from water and slxme, t h a t x s , a substance exuded by the 
(45) 

e a r t h . Strabo t o l d us t h a t he had heard a t Alexandrxa from 

the g l a s s workers t h a t t h e r e was xn Egypt a kxnd of vxtreous 

e a r t h ( v ft S" ) wxthout whxch multxcoloured and c o s t l y 

desxgns could not be executed, j u s t as elsewhere d x f f e r e n t 

countrxes requxre d x f f e r e n t mxxtures. Thxs xs presumably a kxnd of 

sand xn whxch Egypt xs very r i c h . The g l a s s xndustry, however, 

has a very a n c i e n t h x s t o r y xn Egypt and xn Strabo's txme 

Alexandrxa was one of the leadxng c e n t r e s f o r g l a s s manufacture 
(46) 

xn the ancxent world. Egypt, accordxng to Strabo, Dxoscorxdes 
(47) 

and Plxny, a l s o possessed natron. I n t h i s r e s p e c t Strabo s t a t e d 

t h a t , 'above Momemphxs one comes to two natron beds ( V i " f I t ) 

(44) Plxny, l o c . c i t . 

(45) Strabo, 16.2.25. 

(46) Lucas, op.ext. 184. c f . a l s o B e l l , l o c . c x t . 

(47) Strabo, 17.1.23. 



- 152 -

which c o n t a i n very l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of natron ( yiT^toN ) and the 
(48) ' N i t r i o t i c Nome, and P l i n y s a y s , 'The natron beds ( V t ^ f « ' ) 

of Egypt used to be confined to the regions around N a u c r a t i s and 

Memphis, the beds around Memphis being i n f e r i o r , because the heaps 

p e t r i f y and a r e turned i n t o rock, from which v e s s e l s a r e made'. 
(49) 

The l o c a t i o n of the natron beds of Strabo i s thought to be that 

of Wadi El-Natron, though i t i s not easy to s t a t e the exact 

p o s i t i o n s of the l o c a l i t i e s mentioned by th a t author. P l i n y ' s 

whole account of natron i n Egypt i s d e s c r i b e d by some as very 
(50) 

confused and oft e n u n i n t e l l i g i b l e . His r e f e r e n c e to natron 

beds around N a u c r a t i s i s supposed to be to th a t of Barnugi and 

t h a t around Memphis corresponds to Wadi El-Natron because though 

Wadi El-Natron i s not very c l o s e to Memphis, i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s important source should be ignored m favour of 

some sm a l l and i n s i g n i f i c a n t p l a c e nearer to Memphis, even i f such 
(51) 

a source e x i s t e d , which i s d o u b t f u l . Natron was a l s o s a i d by 

D i o s c o r i d e s ^ 5 2 ^ , who c a l l e d i t ( V C ^ o O a.<fc>(^fV) ( i . e . the 

f r o t h of the n a t i o n ( l i t . n i t r e ) , to have been found i n Egypt, the 
(48) P l i n y , N.H. XXXI. 109. 

(49) Lucas, o p . c i t . 265. 

(50) Lucas, o p . c i t . 266. 

(51) Lucas, l o c . c i t . 

(52) D i o s c o r i d e s , V. 131. 
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Egy p t i a n q u a l i t y being second b e s t . P l i n y mentions, too, t h a t 

natron was prepared a r t i f i c i a l l y i n Egypt, a statement c r i t i c i s e d 
(53) 

and considered as l a r g e l y wrong and most m i s l e a d i n g . Natron, 

according to D i o s c o r i d e s was used f o r m e d i c i n a l purposes; and to 

P l i n y f o r s e v e r a l purposes. I n a n c i e n t Egypt natron was used m 

p u r i f i c a t i o n ceremonies, e s p e c i a l l y f o r p u r i f y i n g the mouth; f o r 

making inc e n s e ; f o r the manufacture of g l a s s , g l a z e and p o s s i b l y 

the blue and green f r i t s used as pigments, which may be made e i t h e r 

w i t h or without a l k a l i , but which a r e more e a s i l y made i f a l k a l i 

i s p r e s e nt; f o r cooking; i n medicine; f o r b l e a c i n g l i n e n and i n 
(54) 

mummification. S a l t was a l s o found i n Egypt, according to 
(55) 

P l i n y , who s t a t e s near Pelusium ( T e l el-Farama) King Ptolemy 

found s a l t when he was making a camp, a f a c t t h a t l e d afterwards 

to the d i s c o v e r y of s a l t by digging away sand m the rough t r a c t s 

between Egypt and A r a b i a , as i t was a l s o found as f a r as the O r a c l e 

of Hammon ( i . e . Amon, s i t u a t e d i n the Q a t t a r a Depression and Siwa 

O a s i s ) through the parched d e s e r t of A f r i c a . P l i n y a l s o s a y s , t h a t 

around Memphis s a l t was taken out of a la k e and then d r i e d i n the 

sun. He f u r t h e r mentions t h a t on the co a s t of Egypt ( l i t . around 
(53) Lucas, o p . c i t . 

(54) L u c as, o p . c i t . p. 276. 

(55) P l i n y . N.H. XXXI. 68, 74, 81. 
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Egypt) t h e r e were a r t i f i c i a l s a l i n e s f o r the e x t r a c t i o n of s a l t 
(56) (57) from sea water. D i o s c o r i d e s and P l i n y a l s o mention what 

they c a l l e d ' f l o s s a i l s ' ( i . e . flower of s a l t ) , which occurs i n 

Egypt and i s supposed to f l o a t down the N i l e . I n Luc a s ' 
(58) 

opinion , the s o - c a l l e d flower of s a l t has so f a r not been 

i d e n t i f i e d , but i t was c e r t a i n l y not patches of petroleum coming 

down from the white N i l e , as suggested by B a i l e y . P l i n y , however, 
(59) 

does not mention the use of s a l t , but Diodorus sa y s t h a t the 

Egyptians used i t f o r p r e s e r v i n g f i s h . S a l t was used, as always, 

as a seasoning f o r food; and i t was a l s o used i n mummification. 

Egypt a l s o possessed a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of 
(61) 

p r e c i o u s and semi-precious s t o n e s . Strabo mentioned the 
e x i s t e n c e of emerald and b e r y l m the gold mines of A r a b i a . He 

(62) 

f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t i n the isthmus t h a t extends between Coptos 

( Q i f t ) i n the N i l e V a l l e y and Bere n i c e (Madinet e l - H a r r a s ) on the 
(56) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 129. 

(57) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(58) Lucas, o p . c i t . pp. 268, 269. 

(59) Diod. I . 36. 

(60) Lucas, o p . c i t . P. 269. 

(61) Strabo, 16. 

(62) Strabo, 17.1.23. 
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Red Sea were the mines of smaragdus (emerald), and of other 

p r e c i o u s s t o n e s . These mines of smaragdi (or emeralds and 

b e r y l s ) were a l s o mentioned by P l i n y , who t o l d us t h a t 

smaragdus (emerald or b e r y l ) h e l d the t h i r d rank among gemstones 

f o r s e v e r a l reasons, and t h a t t h e r e were twelve kinds of 

smaragdus ( b e r y l ) among which the t h i r d order was given to the 
(64) 

E gyptian. He moreover s t a t e d t h a t E t h i o p i a n smaragdus, which, 

according to Juba were found a d i s t a n c e of twenty f i v e days' 

journey from Coptos ( Q i f t ) , came second i n esteem a f t e r the 
(65) 

C y p r i a n . E i c h h o l z suggested t h a t the E t h i o p i a n smaragdi were 
simply i d e n t i c a l to the Egyptian emeralds mentioned above. 

(66) 
According to Lucas b e r y l (the a n c i e n t smaragdus) occurs i n 

(en \ 

the S i k a i t - Z u b a r a r e g i o n of the Red Sea h i l l s , where t h e r e a r e 

e x t e n s i v e o l d workings, probably of Graeco-Roman age, and t h e r e 

i s no evidence t h a t the mines were worked i n the r e i g n of 

Amenhotpe I I I as s t a t e d by W i l k i n s o n . 

(63) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 62, 63, 65. 

(64) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII, 69. 

(65) E i c h h o l z , P l i n y ' s N.H. V o l . X. Loeb. ed. p. 215, n.f. and 
p. 218, n.b. 

(66) L u cas, o p . c i t . P. 389. 

(67) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 218, n.b. 
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(68) P l i n y a l s o mentions the occurrence m Egypt of the 

s a r d , a stone backed w i t h gold f o i l . Lucas, however, s t a t e s t h a t 

P l i n y ' s mention of the s a r d o c c u r r i n g m Egypt i s probably t r u e . 

P e r i d o t was, according to S t r a b o ^ * ^ and P l i n y , who quotes Juba 

of Mauretania, to be found on an i s l a n d of Topazos (Zeberged or S t . 

John's I s l a n d ) , which i s s i t u a t e d o f f the Egyptian c o a s t of the Red 

Sea. P e r i d o t belongs to the g r e e n i s h stone. Egypt a l s o had the 
(72) 

a z u r i t e , a blue stone; the stone, which P l i n y c a l l s 'cyanus* 

( i . e . 'dark blue s t o n e ' ) , a name, P l i n y s a y s , f o r a s h o r t time ago 

the Romans a p p l i e d to an ' l a s p i s ' owing to i t s c o l o u r . The 

Egyptian a z u r i t e comes t h i r d i n esteem, A z u r i t e , however, i s a 

b e a u t i f u l deep blue b a s i c carbonate of copper t h a t occurs i n copper 

d e p o s i t s and i s found i n both S i n a i and the E a s t e r n D e s e r t , but i t 

does not occur i n any great amount; i t was employed a n c i e n t l y i n 

Egypt both as a source of m e t a l l i c copper and as a pigment; u n t i l f o r 

the l a t t e r purpose i t was d i s p l a c e d by an a r t i f i c i a l blue f r i t , and 

(68) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 106. 

(69) Lucas, o p . c i t . P. 392. 

(70) Strabo, 16.4.6. 

(71) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 107. 108. 

(72) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 111. 
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(73) i t i s probable t h a t i t was used i n the production of blue g l a z e . 
A s i n g l e i n s t a n c e of the use of a z u r i t e f o r beads has a l s o been 

recorded. Amethyst, a purple-coloured stone was a l s o found i n 
(74) (75) Egypt. According to P l i n y , the 'paederos' ( i . e . f a v o u r i t e ) 

a l s o i s s a i d to occur i n Egypt and the dominant colour of th a t 

stone was sky blue and purple, and the green of 'smaragdus' i s 
(76) 

absent. P l i n y f u r t h e r says t h a t white stones a r e headed by the 

,paederos' ( i . e . f a v o u r i t e ) , although one may ask to which colour 

one should a s s i g n a stone bearing a name t h a t i s so o f t e n bandied 

about among b e a u t i f u l o b j e c t s of d i f f e r e n t kinds t h a t the mere 

term has become a guarantee of beauty. The Egyptian v a r i e t y comes 

second i n esteem and i s c a l l e d t e n i t e s ( v . l . s y e n i t e s ) , E i c h h o l z 

(77) 

s a y s t h a t t h e r e i s a coloured stone ( a n a t u r a l s i l i c a g l a s s ) 

known to E g y p t o l o g i s t s ; i t bears a s i m i l a r name, t h a t i s t e n i t e s , 

but s y e n i t e s , E i c h h o l z suggests may be the r i g h t r e a d i n g . Thus 

E i c h h o l z says t h a t P l i n y ' s d e s c r i p t i o n a p p l i e s to amethyst and says 

t h a t there a r e a n c i e n t amethyst workings not f a r from Aswan (anc. 
(78 ) 

Syene). Lucas too mentions these amethyst workings of Aswan 

which were the c h i e f source of amethyst, and other workings from (73) L u c a s , o p . c i t . P. 210. 

(74) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 121. 

(75) P I m y , N.H. XXXVII. 84. (76) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII, 129, 130. 

(77) E i c h h o l z , P l i n y ' s N.H. V o l . X. Loeb. ed. P. 270. n.c. 

(78) L ucas, o p . c i t . P. 389. 
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an c i e n t Egypt i n the E a s t e r n and Western d e s e r t s were a l s o 
(79) 

d i s c o v e r e d , P l i n y a l s o mentioned the ' a r o m a t i t i s * , or 

'aromatic stone' to have been found m A r a b i a and i n Egypt near 

P h i l a e . I t i s always stony, and s i n c e i t has the colour and 
(80) 

s c e n t of myrrh i t was much used by queens. E i c h h o l z c o n j e c t u r e s 
( 81} 

t h a t the stone i s 'ambergris ?'. E i c h h o l z a l s o suggests t h a t 
(82) 

the amber which P l i n y f o l l o w i n g N i c i a s s a i d to have been made i n 

Egypt, was no doubt ambergris e j e c t e d by the sperm of whales of 
(83 ) 

the I n d i a n Ocean. Lucas on the other hand, t h i n k s t h a t P l i n y ' s 

statement concerning the amber production i n Egypt was not 

c o r r e c t . P l i n y a l s o mentioned^^^ the ' A e g y p t i l l a ' or ' l i t t l e 

Egypt stone' by which I a c c h u s , P l i n y s a y s , understands a stone i n 

which the white l a y e r i s t r a v e r s e d by bands of c a r n e l i a n and b l a c k , 

but the term was commonly a p p l i e d where th e r e i s a b l a c k ground 

and upper l a y e r of blue. The stone, m P l i n y ' s opinion, a c q u i r e d 

i t s name from the country where i t was found. The stone i n q u e s t i o n 
(85) 

was i d e n t i f i e d by E i c h h o l z as Sardonyx and n i c o l o . Lucas s t a t e s 

t h a t Sardonyx probably a l s o occurs i n Egypt, though no mention of i t 

(79) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 145. 

(80) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 283. 

(81) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 191. n.c. 

(82) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 36. (83) L ucas, o p . c i t . P. 388. 

(84) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 148. (85) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 285. 
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can be found xn the g e o l o g i c a l r e p o r t s . T h e Egyptian Thebes 
had the agate (a c h a t e s i n L a t i n ) , which l a c k e d the r e d and white 
v e i n s , but i t again was e f f e c t i v e a g a i n s t s c o r p i o n s . Agate 
occurs p l e n t i f u l l y i n Egypt, c h i e f l y i n the form of pebbles, but 
i t has been found a l s o i n s m a l l q u a n t i t y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h j a s p e r and 
chalcedony i n a dyke rock a t the head of Wadi Abu Gerida i n the 
E a s t e r n d e s e r t . P l i n y a l s o m e n t i o n e d ^ ^ t h e ' b a l a n i t e s ' or 

"acorn stone*, of which t h e r e a r e two k i n d s , one i s g r e e n i s h and 

the other l i k e the c o r i n t h i a n bronze i n i t s c o l o u r . The former 

comes from Coptos and the l a t t e r from the 'Troglodytes' (cave 

d w e l l e r s ) country, and both a r e i n t e r s e c t e d through the middle by 

a b r i g h t red l a y e r . Egypt a l s o had the ' b a t r a c h i t e s * , or ' f r o g -

stone* which a l s o came from Coptos ( Q i f t ) : one v a r i e t y has a 

c o l o u r l i k e t h a t of a f r o g , a second i s s i m i l a r and a l s o has v e i n s , 

w h i l e a t h i r d i s red mixed w i t h b l a c k . T h e ' c o r a l l i s * ( r e d 
(91) (92) j a s p e r ) P l i n y s t a t e d , resembles v e r m i l l i o n and occurs a t 

(86) L u c a s , o p . c i t . P. 387. 

(87) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI 1.141. 

(88) L u c a s , l o c . c i t . 

(89) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 149. 

(90) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 149. 

(91) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 289. 

(92) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 154. 
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(93) 

Aswan. He a l s o t o l d us t h a t ' C y i t i s ' or 'pregnant stone 
(94) 

(geode) which i s found i n the neighbourhood of Coptos ( Q i f t ) i s 

w h ite and seems to be pregnant w i t h another stone. I f ' C y i t i s ' of 

P l i n y i s the jade of L u c a s , then the stone d i d not occur i n Egypt 

but i n other c o u n t r i e s , though s e v e r a l specimens of what may be 
(95) 

n e p h r i t e or j a d e i t e have been found i n Egypt. According to 
(96) . . . 

P l i n y a l s o the phloginos or flame coloured stone resembles 
the yellow ochre of A t t i c a and i s found i n Egypt. The Memphites 

(97 ) (98) stone or 'memphites l i t h o s ' according to D i o s c o r i d e s and P l i n y 

a c q u i r e d i t s name from Memphis, i t s p l a c e of o r i g i n . D i o s c o r i d e s 

d e s c r i b e d i t as having a s i z e of a pebble stone and P l i n y s a i d t h a t 

i t was l i k e a gem. Both authors, however, mentioned the use of the 
(99) 

stone f o r m e d i c i n a l purposes. E i c h h o l z suggests t h a t the stone 
(100) 

may be the dolomite . Lucas c a s t s h i s doubts on the nature of 

the 'memphites'. I n t h i s connection he says "whether a l l , or any, of 

these stones ( i . e . the memphites) were marble i n the modern sense i s 

( 93) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 154. 

(94) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 289. 

(95) Lucas, o p . c i t . P. 396. 

(96) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 179. 

(97) D i o s c o r i d e s , o p . c i t . V. 158. 

(98) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 57. 

(99) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 45. (100) Lucas, o p . c i t . PP. 415. 
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u n c e r t a i n , though i f 'memphites' were indeed obtained from near 

Memphis, i t was probably some s o r t of limestone, s i n c e no other 

k i n d of stone i s known to occur i n t h a t l o c a l i t y . A very hard 

marbly white limestone was used f o r s c u l p t u r e s i n the l a b y r i n t h . 

P l i n y a l s o r e f e r r e d ^ ^ ^ t o a red porphyry (rubet p o r p h y r i t e s ) which 

occurs i n Egypt and of which a v a r i e t y mottled w i t h white dots i s 

known as *leptopsephus*. The q u a r r i e s supply masses of any s i z e to 

be cut away. St a t u e s of t h i s stone were brought from Egypt to the 

emperor Claudius i n Rome by h i s o f f i c i a l agent V i t r a s i u s P o l l i o , an 

inn o v a t i o n Lhat d i d not meet w i t h much approval, as no one has s i n c e 

followed h i s example. The stone i n q u e s t i o n i s probably i m p e r i a l 
(102) 

porphyry. Porphyry was used l a r g e l y i n the p r e d y n a s t i c and 

e a r l y d y n a s t i c p e r i o d s f o r making v e s s e l s , but the best known of 

p o r p h y r i t i c rocks q u a r r i e d a n c i e n t l y i s without doubt the b e a u t i f u l 

f i n e - g r a i n e d purple coloured rock ( p o r f i d o r o s s o a n t i c o ) o f t e n 

termed i m p e r i a l porphyry, t h a t was obtained from Egypt by the Romans 

from the f i r s t to the f o u r t h century A.D. and employed e x t e n s i v e l y 

i n I t a l y as an ornamental stone. T h i s porphyry occurs i n t h r e e 

l o c a l i t i e s i n the E a s t e r n Desert, one of these l o c a l i t i e s i s Gebel 

al-Dokhan, from which the Romans obtained t h e i r s u p p l y . ^ 1 0 ^ The 

(101) P l i n y , NfcH. XXXVI. 57. 

(102) L u c a s , o p . c i t . P. 417. 

(103) Lucas, l o c . c i t . 
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Romans not only imported Egyptian porphyry to t h e i r country but 
(104) 

a l s o marble. Thus Seneca t o l d us t h a t the Romans took d e l i g h t i n 

t a l l columns of veined marble brought e i t h e r from Egyptians sands or 

from A f r i c a n d e s e r t s to hold up a colonnade or a d i n i n g h a l l l a r g e 

enough to c o n t a i n a c i t y crowd. P l i n y a l s o mentioned the Augustean 

and T i b e r i a n marbles, which were found i n Egypt during the r e i g n s of 

Augustus (27 B.C. - A.D.14) and T i b e r i u s (A.D. 14-37) r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Modern a u t h o r s ^ ^ ^ ^ a r e not c e r t a i n about the nature of these s t o n e s , 

though E i c h h o l z ^ ^ ^ s a y s t h a t they may have been v a r i e t i e s of coarse 

g r a n i t e . P l i n y a l s o spoke of the onyx marble which, i n one p l a c e , ^ 1 0 ^ 

where he c a l l e d i t onyx, though some c a l l e d i t a l a b a s t r i t i s , he s t a t e d 

t h a t i t was s a i d by the o l d Roman a u t h o r i t i e s to have occurred 

i n the mountains of A r a b i a and nowhere e l s e . He f u r t h e r 

s t a t e d ^ ^ ^ t h a t i t was found i n Egypt round Thebes. I n another 
(109) , , 

statement where he c a l l e d the stone a l a b a s t r i t i s , P l i n y s a i d 

(104) L.A. Seneca, E p i s t u l a e Morales, CXV (on the S u p e r f i c i a l 
B l e s s i n g s ) Ch.8. 

(105) Lucas, o p . c i t . P. 415; E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P.43, n.c. 

(106) E i c h h o l z , l o c . c i t . 

(107) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 59. 

(108) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 61. c f . Theophrastus, on ston e s , XV. 

(109) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVII. 144. 
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t h a t i t was found i n Alabastrum (Gr. ) . From 

the vague r e f e r e n c e to the p o s i t i o n of Alabastrum by P l i n y , ̂ 1" L <^ 

L u c a s ^ ^ ^ s u g g e s t s t h a t i f i t were anywhere near Hermopolis ( E l 

Ashmunein) i t cannot have been f a r from Hatnub and these q u a r r i e s , 

t h e r e f o r e , may have been known by repute to P l i n y . According to 

P l i n y , onyx marble (onyx or a l a b a s t r i t i s ) was used f o r s e v e r a l 

purposes; f o r making columns of l a r g e s i z e f o r d i f f e r e n t b u i l d i n g s , 

f o r d e c o r a t i n g , ^ 1 1 2 ^ f o r making wine and unguent j a r s ; f o r making 

the f e e t of couches and the frames of c h a i r s ; and f o r m e d i c i n a l 

purposes. P l i n y a l s o s t a t e d ^ ^ ^ t h a t the Egyptians a l s o d i s c o v e r e d 

i n E t h i o p i a (Nubia) what i s c a l l e d ' b a s a n i t e s ' , a stone which i n 

c o l o u r and hardness resembles i r o n , hence they have given i t t h a t 

name.^ 1 4^ E i c h h o l z , however, b e l i e v e s ^ ^ ^ t h a t the e x p l a n a t i o n of 

P l i n y i s f o r c e d , and t h a t b a s a n i t e s i s r e a l l y a t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n of 

the Egyptian word bhn (bekhen) and t h a t bekhen was not b a s a l t , but 

the greywacke of the Wadi H a m m a m a t . G r e y w a c k e occurs i n 

s e v e r a l p l a c e s i n the E a s t e r n d e s e r t , though the p r i n c i p a l and p o s s i b l y 

the only a n c i e n t source of i t was the neighbourhood of the Wadi 

Hammamat on the main road from Qena to Q u s e i r , where t h e r e a r e 

(111) Lucas, o p . c i t . (112) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 132, c f . a l s o 
Athenaeus, V. 26. 

(113) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 58. 

(114) I . e . from ( ($ 4 6" VoV*» touch stone*. 

(115) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 45. n.c. 

(116) CF. L u cas, o p . c i t . P. 420. 
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e x t e n s i v e a n c i e n t q u a r r i e s w i t h more t h a n 250 i n s c r i p t i o n s r a n g i n g 
(117) 

i n d a t e f r o m t h e p r o t o d y n a s t i c p e r i o d t o t h e t h i r t i e t h d y n a s t y . 

P l i n y mentioned o n l y one o f s e v e r a l uses f o r b a s a n i t e s , ^ n a m e l y , 

f o r making s t a t u e s . For he s a i d t h a t a v e r y l a r g e s t o n e made o f 

b a s a n i t e s was d e d i c a t e d by t h e Emperor Vespasian i n t h e te m p l e o f 

Peace ( P a x ) , t h e s u b j e c t o f w h i c h was t h e N i l e , w i t h s i x t e e n o f t h e 

r i v e r god's c h i l d r e n p l a y i n g around h i m , t h e s e d e n o t i n g t h e number 

o f c u b i t s reached by t h e r i v e r i n r i s i n g a t i t s h i g h e s t d e s i r a b l e 

l e v e l ; and t h a t s i m i l a r t o t h i s was t h e b l o c k s t o n e i n t h e s h r i n e o f 

S e r a p i s a t Thebes chosen f o r a s t a t u e o f what i s supposed t o be 
(119) 

Memnon and t h i s i s s a i d t o c r e a k ( C r e p a r e ) every day a t dawn as 

soon as t h e sun's r a y s r e a c h l t . ^ " * " ^ " ^ 

Most i m p o r t a n t o f a l l t h e m i n e r a l ' r e s o u r c e s o f Egypt 

a r e two p a r t i c u l a r s t o n e s , w h i c h a r e f o u n d i n t h a t c o u n t r y i n 

i n e x h a u s t i b l e q u a n t i t i e s , namely, t h e g r a n i t e and b a s a l t , w i t h b o t h 

o f w h i c h t h e most i m p r e s s i v e and t h e most d u r a b l e g r e a t c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o f t h e a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n s were b u i l t . The use o f g r a n i t e , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , i n t h e second o f t h e t h r e e g r e a t p y r a m i d s , b u i l t by K h a f r e 

i s r e f e r r e d t o by He r o d o t u s , who says " t h e l o w e s t l a y e r o f i t i s 

( 1 17) Lucas, l o c . c i t . 

( 1 1 8 ) Lucas, o p . c i t . 419. 

(119 ) The ' s p e a k i n g ' Memnon i s one o f two s e a t e d s t a t u e s a t Thebes, 
each a t l e a s t 64 f e e t h i g h , r e p r e s e n t i n g Amenopolis 
(Amenhotep) I I I o f Dynasty X V I I I . 

( 1 2 0 ) c f . a l s o S t r a b o , 17.1.46. and T a c i t u s , A n n a l . I I . 6 1 . 
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v a r i e g a t e d E t h i o p i a n s t o n e " and t h e g r a n i t e f a c i n g o f t h e p y r a m i d 

o f Mankaure i s mentioned by s e v e r a l o f t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , t h u s 

D i o d o r u s says, "The w a l l s f o r f i f t e e n s t o r i e s h i g h were o f b l a c k 

s t o n e {Cl< £le^o£ /*tpov) l i k e t h a t o f Thebes, t h e r e s t was o f t h e 

same s t o n e w i t h t h e o t h e r p y r a m i d s " . ̂ 1 2 " ^ S t r a b o s t a t e s t h a t " f r o m 

t h e f o u n d a t i o n n e a r l y as f a r as t h e m i d d l e , i t i s b u i l t o f b l a c k 

s t o n e ... w h i c h i s b r o u g h t f r o m a g r e a t d i s t a n c e f o r i t comes f r o m 

t h e mountains o f E t h i o p i a , and b e i n g h a r d and d i f f i c u l t t o be worked, 
(122) 

t h e l a b o u r i s a t t e n d e d w i t h g r e a t expense", and P l i n y says " i t 

i s b u i l t o f E t h i o p i a n s t o n e " . ̂ ^ ^ ^ Di o d o r u s a l s o s t a t e s ^ 1 2 < ^ t h a t 

b e s i d e t h e e n t r a n c e ( o f Ramses I I ' s ^ ^ ^ t e m p l e ) a r e s t a t u e s , each o f 

a s i n g l e s t o n e f r o m Syene. P l i n y f u r t h e r m e n t i o n s ^ " L 2 ^ t h e Thebaic 

s t o n e w h i c h i s m o t t l e d w i t h g o l d s p o t s and i s f o u n d i n a p a r t o f 

A f r i c a t h a t had been a s s i g n e d t o Egypt. T h i s P l i n y c a l l s t h e 

' S y e n i t e s ' , t h a t i s ' the s t o n e o f Syene* and i s f o u n d m t h e 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f Syene i n t h e T h e b a i d and i n e a r l i e r t i m e s was known 
as ' p y r r h o p o e c i l o s ' ( i . e 0 s p o t t e d w i t h r e d ) . From t h e ' S y e n i t e s ' 

(127) 
P l i n y added t h e famous o b e l i s k s o r m o n o l i t h s were made and i t was 
a l s o employed m t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f c e r t a i n p a r t s o f t h e E g y p t i a n 

T v. .uv. (128) (129) L a b y r i n t h . G r a n i t e was a l s o used f o r making m o r t a r s o r 

(121) Hdt. n . 127. ( 1 2 2 ) S t r a b o . 17.1.3. 

(123) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 80. (124) D i o d . I . 47. 

( 1 2 5 ) Osymandes o f D i o d o r u s . (126) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 63. 

( 1 2 7 ) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 64 f f . ( 128) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 86. 

( 1 2 9 ) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 
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(130) s t o n e s on whxch t o g r i n d eye s a l v e s . G r a n i t e , however, i s w i d e l y 

d i s t r i b u t e d i n Egypt and o c c u r s p l e n t i f u l l y a t Aswan, i n t h e e a s t e r n 

d e s e r t and i n S i n a i t o a s m a l l e x t e n t i n t h e w e s t e r n d e s e r t . ̂ ^"'•^ 
(132) „ 

P l i n y a l s o s t a t e s Theophrastus i s our a u t h o r i t y a l s o f o r a 

t r a n s l u c e n t ( t r a l u c i d i ) E g y p t i a n s t o n e s a i d by him t o be s i m i l a r t o 

Chian m a r b l e ( l i t . l a p i s , ' s t o n e ' ) such a s t o n e may have e x i s t e d i n h i s 

t i m e . Stones cease t o be f o u n d and new ones a r e d i s c o v e r e d i n t u r n " . 

I n T h e o p h r a s t u s ' s t a t e m e n t q u o t e d above, P l i n y f o r g e t s t o m e n t i o n t h a t 
( 1 3 3 ) 

t h e s t o n e was b l a c k . The s t o n e i s u s u a l l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 

o b s i d i a n , w h i c h does n o t o c c u r i n E g y pt, and t h e r e f o r e more l i k e l y t o 

be b a s a l t , w h i c h may, when f r e s h l y hewn, d i s p l a y t r a n s p a r e n t 

c r y s t a l s , 

To c o n c l u d e , one can say t h a t Egypt was n o t l a c k i n g 

i n m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s , i t had p l e n t y o f m e t a l s , such as g o l d and t h e 

o r e s o f copper, i r o n and o n l y l a c k e d t h e s i l v e r w h i c h had t o be 

i m p o r t e d f r o m abroad; i t had a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f p r e c i o u s and 

s e m i - p r e c i o u s s t o n e s such as p e r i d o t , o p a l , a z u r i t e , a m e t h y s t , e m e r a l d , 

b e r y l and many o t h e r s ; i t had i n e x h a u s t i b l e s u p p l i e s o f s t o n e s and 

o t h e r substances f o r b u i l d i n g , d e c o r a t i n g and so f o r t h ; i t s m i n e r a l s , 

moreover, l i k e i t s f l o r a , were much used f o r m e d i c i n a l p u r p o s e s . 

(130) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 63. 

( 1 3 1 ) Lucas, o p . c i t . 58. 

( 1 3 2 ) P l i n y , N.H. XXXVI. 132. 

( 1 3 3 ) T h e o p h r a s t u s , On Stones, 7. 

( 1 3 4 ) E i c h h o l z , o p . c i t . P. 107. n.d. 



PART TWO 

POPULATION AND URBAN SETTLEMENTS 

OF THE POPULATION. 



- 168 -

CHAPTER V I I 

POPULATION AND TOWNS, 

The ancxent Greek t r a v e l l e r , l i k e t h e modern t o u r x s t , 

c o u l d n o t have f a x l e d t o observe t h e d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d a r a b l e 

areas o f Egypt, namely, t h e D e l t a , o r Lower Egypt, and t h e N x l e 

V a l l e y , o r Upper Egypt. Thus Dxodorus was t o l d by t h e Egyptxans 
( 1 ) / 

t h a t , " i n m u l t x t u d e ( o r d e n s x t y ) o f p o p u l a t i o n (7T©>kU<*V $ fcjjri*. ) 

Egypt f a r sur p a s s e d o f o l d a l l known r e g i o n s o f t h e x n h a b i t e d 

w o r l d , and even i n Dxodorus' txme was t h o u g h t t o have been second 

t o none. The t o t a l p o p u l a t x o n had been o f o l d about seven m x l l x o n 

and t h e number has remained no l e s s down t o hxs txme". Josephus, 

t h e A l e x a n d r i a n J e w i s h w r i t e r , w r i t i n g a l i t t l e more t h a n a 
( 2 ) 

c e n t u r y l a t e r , g i v e s t h e p o p u l a t x o n as 7,500,000, e x c l u s i v e o f 
( 3 ) 

A l e x a n d r i a . D i o d o r u s , however, s t a t e s elsewhere t h a t A l e x a n d r i a 

had 300,000 f r e e m h a b x t a n t s . 
aKu6'o\ y*f> fa el? ^ f ^ o ^ ' v * r o V o V C-,V fi?yVwr 

ely(Lt Toys e v a u r ^ ^t^TptfiovTaP £\e\)d&?avr irsletov? r ^ v 

( 1 ) D i o d . I . 3 1 . 

( 2 ) Josephus, J e w i s h War, I I . 385. 

( 3 ) D i o d . 17. 52. 
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The d i f f e r e n c e , t h e r e f o r e , i s n o t v e r y g r e a t between t h e two 

a u t h o r s , b u t i t shows t h a t t h e number o f p o p u l a t i o n has somewhat 

i n c r e a s e d by t h e t i m e o f Josephus ( b . A.D. 3 7 - 8 ) . I n t h e 

v i e w p o i n t o f some modern s c h o l a r s " , t h e e s t i m a t e s g i v e n by t h e 

c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s f o r t h e number o f p e o p l e t h e n l i v i n g i n Egypt 

were a p p r o x i m a t e l y c o r r e c t . Bevan, f o r i n s t a n c e , who t a k e s t h e 

number o f 300,000 g i v e n by D i o d o r u s above f o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f 

A l e x a n d r i a as i n c l u d i n g t h e c i t i z e n - b o d y o n l y and e x c l u d i n g a l l 

t h e E g y p t i a n s and perhaps t h e Jews, t h o u g h t h e q u e s t i o n w hether 

t h e Jews were, o r were n o t i n c l u d e d m t h e c i t i z e n - b o d y i s s t i l l 
( 5 ) 

d e b a t a b l e , s t a t e s t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n a t t h e end o f t h e 

P t o l e m a i c p e r i o d seems t o have been about seven o r e i g h t m i l l i o n ; 

i t was p r o b a b l y a t l e a s t as l a r g e under Ptolemy I I . A n o t h e r 
(Q\ ( 7 ) 

a u t h o r , namely O l d f a t h e r says t h a t U. W i l c k e n f e e l s t h a t t h e 

( 4 ) E. Bevan, A H i s t o r y o f E g y p t , The P t o l e m a i c Dynasty, P. 79; 
C.H. O l d f a t h e r , Loeb E d i t i o n o f D i o d o r u s S i c u l u s , V o l . I . 
P. 105, n l ; 
M. Cary, The Geographic Background o f t h e Greek and Roman 

H i s t o r y , P. 216. 

( 5 ) a. Bevan, o p . c i t . P. 97. 

b. Bevan, l o c . c i t . 

( 6 ) O l d f a t h e r , l o c . c i t . 

( 7 ) U. W i l c k e n , G r i e c h i s c h e O s t r a k a aus Aegypten und N u b i e n , 1 . 
pp. 489 f . 
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sum o f seven m i l l i o n g i v e n by Diodorus f o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f 

Egypt about t h e m i d d l e o f t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. i s 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y c o r r e c t . 

D i f f e r e n t reasons as r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d e n s i t y o f 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Egypt were p u t f o r w a r d by d i f f e r e n t c l a s s i c a l 

a u t h o r s . We have a l r e a d y m entioned among t h e s e t h e m i l d n e s s o f 

t h e c l i m a t e , t h e n a t u r e o f t h e N i l e , t h e f e r t i l i t y o f Egypt's 

b l a c k s o i l , and t h e f e r t i l i t y o f t h e E g y p t i a n women. To t h e s e 
( 8 ) 

r easons D i o d o r u s adds t h a t because a l l t h e E g y p t i a n s , e x c e p t 

t h e p r i e s t s , c o u l d marry as many w i v e s as t h e y w i s h e d - a 

(9 ) 

s t a t e m e n t about w h i c h we have something t o say l a t e r - t h e y 

w o u l d have many c h i l d r e n ; and because a l l t h e E g y p t i a n s were 

r e q u i r e d t o b r i n g up t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o i n c u r much 

expense - such s t a t e m e n t a l s o i s g o i n g t o be d i s c u s s e d a t a l a t e r 
(10 ) 

p l a c e - t h e r e s u l t o f a l l t h a t was t h a t Egypt had such a 

l a r g e number o f p e o p l e . W i t h t h i s l a r g e number o f p e o p l e , 

D i o d o r u s goes on t o s a y , ^ 1 1 ^ t h e k i n g s o f Egypt were a b l e t o b u i l d 

huge, g r e a t and m a r v e l l o u s w o r k s , w h i c h have remained t o them 

i m m o r t a l monuments t o t h e i r g l o r y . One cannot deny, however, 

t h a t most o f t h e causes s u g g e s t e d as r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d e n s i t y 

( 8 ) D i o d . I . 80. ( 9 ) See p. 5 " 7 ^ P f 

( 1 0 ) See p. J 3 ^ 99 

( 1 1 ) D i o d . I . 31 and 80. 
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o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Egypt were r e a s o n a b l e . C e r t a i n l y t h e m i l d 
c l i m a t e , t h e w e a l t h o f a c o u n t r y and t h e f e r t i l i t y o f i t s human 
k i n d a r e s u f f i c i e n t reasons f o r d e n s e l y p o p u l a t i n g t h a t c o u n t r y . 
T h i s i s even t r u e t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , as t h e p r o b lem o f t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n i s a r e a l menace t o t h e g e n e r a l w e l f a r e o f 
t h e p e o p l e o f E g y p t . 

The seven o r e i g h t m i l l i o n s o u l s mentioned above as 

i n h a b i t i n g Egypt presumably o c c u p i e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f 

s e t t l e m e n t s , m a i n l y c i t i e s , towns and v i l l a g e s , v a r y i n g b o t h i n 

s i z e and i m p o r t a n c e . 

Long b e f o r e our own p e r i o d some o f t h e c l a s s i c a l 

a u t h o r s spoke o f t h e number o f towns and i m p o r t a n t v i l l a g e s m 
(12) 

Egypt. Thus Herodotus ( m i d 5 t h C. B.C.) s a i d t h a t t h e number 

o f ' i n h a b i t e d c i t i e s ' i n t h e t i m e o f Amasis ( s i x t h c e n t u r y B.C.) 
( 1 3 ) 

was t w e n t y t h o u s a n d . T h e o c r i t u s ( b . c . 305 B.C.), i s t h o u g h t 

t o have p e r f o r m e d a f e a t o f m e t r i c a l j i g g l i n g when he gave t h e 
( 1 4 ) 

number o f 33,333 f o r T h e o c r i t u s s a i d : "The c i t i e s b u i l d e d 

t h e r e i n a r e t h r e e hundreds and t h r e e thousands and t h r e e t e n s o f 

t h o u s a n d s , and t h r e e t w a i n and n i n e s t h r e e , and i n them t h e l o r d 
( 1 5 ) 

and master o f a l l i s p r o u d Ptolemy". I n our p e r i o d , however, 

( 1 2 ) Hdt. n . 177. ( 1 3 ) O l d f a t h e r , o p . c i t . P. 103, n.2. 

( 1 4 ) T h e o c r i t u s , x v n . 82. f f . 

( 1 5 ) T r a n s . Edmonds i n Loeb. ed. and t h e Ptolemy meant h e r e by 
T h e o c r i t u s was Ptolemy I I . P h i l a d e l p h u s . 
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D i o d o r u s , a f t e r h a v i n g d e s c r i b e d t h e d e n s i t y o f p o p u l a t i o n o f 
Egypt, s a i d ^ , " i n a n c i e n t t i m e s Egypt had o v e r e i g h t e e n 
thousand i m p o r t a n t v i l l a g e s and c i t i e s 

"JToAGt*1 ) as can be seen e n t e r e d i n t h e i r s a c r e d r e c o r d s , w h i l e 

under Ptolemy son o f Lagus ( i . e . Ptolemy I , S o t e r 323-283 B.C.) 

t h e s e were reckoned a t o v e r t h i r t y t h o u s a n d , t h i s g r e a t number 

c o n t i n u i n g down t o D i o d o r u s * own t i m e " . The number o f o v e r 

e i g h t e e n thousand o f D i o d o r u s i n a n c i e n t t i m e s , t h e r e f o r e , d i f f e r s 

f r o m t h e 20 thousand o f Herodotus under Amasis. D i d D i o d o r u s mean 

t h a t he t o o k h i s census f r o m E g y p t i a n s a c r e d r e c o r d s ? I t i s a 
( 1 7 ) 

w e l l known f a c t t h a t D i o d o r u s d i d n o t know E g y p t i a n . Then 

where d i d he g e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n ? D i o d o r u s m i g h t have t a k e n h i s 

census f r o m an e a r l i e r a u t h o r t h a n h i m s e l f , l i k e Hecataeus o f 
( 1 8 ) 

Abdera o r Teos as W a d d e l l i n g e n i o u s l y s u ggests . For 
Hecataeus v i s i t e d Egypt i n t h e r e i g n o f Ptolemy I ( S o t e r ) . I t i s 

( 1 9 ) 
a l s o known t h a t D i o d o r u s used Hecataeus e x t e n s i v e l y . 

( 1 6 ) D i o d . I . 3 1 . 

( 1 7 ) See W.G. W a d d e l l , An Account o f Egypt by D i o d o r u s t h e 
S i c i l i a n , P. 2 o f t h e p r e p a r a t o r y n o t e . O f f - p r i n t f r o m 
t h e B u l l e t i n o f t h e F a c u l t y o f A r t s , U n i v . o f Egypt, 
V o l . I , P a r t s I & I I , 1933. 

( 1 8 ) W a d d e l l , o p . c i t . P. 33, n . l . 

( 1 9 ) W a d d e l l , o p . c i t . P. 2. O l d f a t h e r , o p . c i t . p. x x v i . o f t h e 
I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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W i l a m o w i t z ^ 0 ^ , who seems t o agree b r o a d l y w x t h 
(21) 

W a d d e l l , i s q u o t e d by Gow as s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e number 

18,000 was d e r i v e d f r o m E g y p t i a n s o u r c e s , t h e h i g h e r number ( o v e r 

30 thousand) f r o m P t o l e m a i c . A t h i r d modern s c h o l a r , 
( 2 2 ) . 

C.H. O l d f a t h e r , suggests t h a t t h e o v e r t h i r t y t housand o f 

D i o d o r u s may be a p p r o x i m a t e l y c o r r e c t , i f " v i l l a g e s " a r e i n c l u d e d , 

a l t h o u g h he may be u s i n g t h e f i g u r e s g i v e n by T h e o c r i t u s 

mentioned above. The t h i r t y t h o usand a r e t h e r e f o r e g e n e r a l l y 

a c c e p t e d as c o r r e c t , b u t whether t h e s e a r e c i t i e s , towns and 

v i l l a g e s , o r v i l l a g e s o n l y , i t r emains t o be s o l v e d . Gow, however, 
(23) 

says t h a t i t i s p l a i n t h a t a c u r r e n t e s t i m a t e , no doubt o f 
K<o(Ha.c ( v i l l a g e s ) r a t h e r t h a n TTo\ 6 / 5 or *fre<*. ( c i t i e s o r 

( 2 4 ) 

t o w n s ) ; and Cary seems t o agree w i t h him on t h a t . 

Pomponius Mela, who w r o t e i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 

f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D., s u r p r i s i n g l y enough i g n o r e d , so t o speak, t h e 
( 2 0 ) Herm. 33. 250. 

(21) A.S.E. Gow : T h e o c r i t u s , commentary. V o l . I I . P. 338. 

( 2 2 ) O l d f a t h e r , o p . c i t . P. 103, n.2. 

( 2 3 ) Gow, l o c . c i t . 

( 2 4 ) M. Cary, o p . c i t . P. 216. 
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f i g u r e s o f towns and v i l l a g e s g i v e n b e f o r e him by T h e o c r i t u s and 
( 2 5 ) 

D i o d o r u s , and was c o n t e n t t o r e p e a t t h e f i g u r e g i v e n i n t h e 

m i d d l e o f t h e f i f t h c e n t u r y by H e r o d o t u s , namely, t h e f i g u r e o f 

20 thousand i n t h e r e i g n o f Asmasis, b u t he added t h a t m h i s 

t i m e Egypt s t i l l had a l a r g e number o f towns. But he d i d n o t say 

how many. I n t h e second h a l f o f t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. P l i n y , 
(26 

who seems c e r t a i n t o have c o p i e d Pomponius Mela, a l s o r e p e a t e d 

t h e same f i g u r e o f t w e n t y thousand and added t h a t m h i s t i m e 

Egypt s t i l l had a v e r y l a r g e number o f towns, b u t o f no 

i m p o r t a n c e . 

Thus we see t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e f i g u r e s o f towns and 

v i l l a g e s o f Egypt v a r y f r o m one w r i t e r t o a n o t h e r , t h e y p r o v e 

t h a t Egypt had a v e r y l a r g e number o f towns and v i l l a g e s and 

s u b s e q u e n t l y i t had a l a r g e number o f p e o p l e i n h a b i t i n g t h e s e 

towns and v i l l a g e s . 

The towns and i m p o r t a n t v i l l a g e s mentioned by name 

v a r y f r o m one w r i t e r t o a n o t h e r . S t r a b o , P l i n y , Pomponius Mela 

and D i odorus and many o t h e r s m e n t i o n some o f t h e s e s e t t l e m e n t s ; 

b u t t h e b e s t and t h e most t h o r o u g h and s y s t e m a t i c s u r v e y o f 

towns and i m p o r t a n t v i l l a g e s , i n my v i e w , i s no doubt t h e one 

g i v e n by S t r a b o , whose d e s c r i p t i o n o f Egypt i s t o p o g r a p h i c a l i n 

n a t u r e . 

( 2 5 ) Pomponius Mela, C h o r o g r a p h i a , I . I X . 60. 

( 2 6 ) P l i n y , N.H. V. 60. 
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There a r e c e r t a x n towns and n o t a b l e v i l l a g e s w h i c h a r e 

g i v e n s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t by some o f t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , because 

o f a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t o r i m p o r t a n c e a t t a c h e d t o them. There a r e 

towns and v i l l a g e s o f h i s t o r i c a l , g e o g r a p h i c a l , s t r a t e g i c a l , 

commercial o r r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e . Some towns and i m p o r t a n t 

v i l l a g e s i n t h e course o f t i m e grew i n i m p o r t a n c e , w h i l e o t h e r s 

s u f f e r e d f r o m i n c r e a s i n g n e g l e c t . Some grew a t t h e expense o f 

o t h e r s ; f o r i n s t a n c e , A l e x a n d r i a grew a t t h e expense o f N a u c r a t i s 

b o t h as a s e t t l e m e n t f o r Greeks and as a p o r t ; and as t h e c a p i t a l 

o f Egypt i t t o o k t h e p l a c e o f Memphis. There a r e o l d towns o f 

Ph a r a o n i c o r i g i n , and a few l a t e r a d d i t i o n s , n o t a b l y A l e x a n d r i a 

and P t o l e m a i s founded by t h e Macedonians. I t i s a l s o n o t i c e a b l e 

t h a t when D i o d o r u s and o t h e r c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s w r o t e , t h e names o f 

some o f t h e P h a r a o n i c towns, we do n o t y e t know how many were 

e i t h e r h e l l e n i z e d o r were r e p l a c e d a l t o g e t h e r by new Greek names. 

( 2 7 ) A.H. G a r d i n e r , A n c i e n t E g y p t i a n Onomastica, V o l . I I . p. 122. 

(2 8 ) I b i d . p. 24. 

HI J i 
fQf fJ ** £ , f o r i n s t a n c e , was h e l l e n i z e d t o The E g y p t i a n 

( 2 7 ) and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o know t h a t t h e E g y p t i a n 

The E g y p t i a n Mnf has remained i n use i n A r a b i c up t i l l now 

t h e c i t y o f Amun 

m i s t r e s s o f ev e r y town' a l s o was g i v e n t h e Greek names 0*1 fa tit 
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The most i m p o r t a n t c i t i e s , towns and v i l l a g e s 

m e n tioned by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s o f our p e r i o d , b e g i n n i n g f r o m 
( 2 9 ) 

t h e s o u t h o f E g y p t , a r e P h i l a e , m entioned by Di o d o r u s as one 

o f many a l l e g e d r e s t i n g p l a c e s f o r t h e b o d i e s o f O s i r i s and I s i s . 

P h i l a e , a c c o r d i n g t o D i o d o r u s , i s an i s l a n d i n t h e N i l e , 

s i t u a t e d near t h e c i t y o f t h e same name, and marks t h e b o r d e r l i n e 

between Egypt and E t h i o p i a ( N u b i a ) . S t r a b o a l s o m e n t i o n s ^ 3 0 ^ 

P h i l a e and d e s c r i b e s i t as an i s l a n d i n t h e N i l e s i t u a t e d a l i t t l e 

above t h e ( 1 s t ) C a t a r a c t , as a common s e t t l e m e n t o f E t h i o p i a n s 

and E g y p t i a n s . He a l s o says t h a t P h i l a e i s b u i l t l i k e 

E l e p h a n t i n e and i s e q u a l t o i t m s i z e ; i t has E g y p t i a n temples 

and a p l a c e where a hawk i s h e l d i n honour. P h i l a e i s a l s o 
(31) ( 3 2) d e s c r i b e d w r o n g l y by P l i n y as c o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r i s l a n d s 

s i t u a t e d o p p o s i t e Syene, i n s t e a d o f a s i n g l e i s l a n d s i t u a t e d j u s t 

above t h e C a t a r a c t . Moving n o r t h one comes t o t h e i s l a n d o f 
(3 3 ) 

E l e p h a n t i n e , d e s c r i b e d by S t r a b o as an i s l a n d i n t h e N i l e 

s i t u a t e d m f r o n t o f Aswan (Syene) and as c o n t a i n i n g a c i t y w h i c h 

( 2 9 ) D i o d . I . 22. c f . a l s o S t r a b o (17.1.23) who s a i d t h a t t h e 
p e o p l 6 o f P h i l a e i n p a r t i c u l a r c l a i m e d t h a t t h e body o f 
O s i r i s was r e s t i n g i n t h e i r i s l a n d . 

( 3 0 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.49, 50. 

(3 1 ) J . B a l l , Egypt m t h e C l a s s i c a l Geographers, p. 75. 

(3 2 ) P l i n y ' ^ N.H. v. 59. 

(3 3 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.48. C h o r o g r a p h i a . 
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has a t e m p l e o f Cnuphis and, l i k e Memphis, a n i l o m e t e r . 
(34) 

E l e p h a n t i n e was enumerated by Pomponius Mela among t h e most 

r e m a r k a b l e ( c l a r i s s i m a ) c i t i e s o f Egypt, b u t s u r p r i s i n g l y enough 

he d i d n o t m e n t i o n t h e f a c t t h a t i t i s an i s l a n d as w e l l . I t was 
(3 5 ) 

a l s o mentioned by P l i n y who c a l l e d i t E l e p h a n t i s and 

d e s c r i b e d i t c o r r e c t l y as an i n h a b i t e d i s l a n d f o u r m i l e s below t h e 

c a t a r a c t ; b u t he makes a c u r i o u s m i s t a k e i n s a y i n g t h a t i t was 
( 36 ) 

s i x t e e n m i l e s above Syene (Aswan) i n s t e a d o f o p p o s i t e t o i t . 

P l i n y a l s o d e s c r i b e d E l e p h a n t i s as m a r k i n g t h e extreme l i m i t o f 

n a v i g a t i o n m Egypt and as t h e p o i n t o f rendezvous f o r E t h i o p i a n 

v e s s e l s , w h i c h were made c o l l a p s i b l e f o r t h e purpose o f p o r t a g e on 

r e a c h i n g t h e c a t a r a c t s . 
( 3 7 ) 

Then one comes t o Syene, d e s c r i b e d by S t r a b o as a 
c i t y s i t u a t e d on t h e b o r d e r s o f E t h i o p i a and Egypt; i t c o n t a i n e d 

t h e w e l l t h a t marks t h e summer t r o p i c (£V T*j <^U*j)f »J i<Vu 

To CSTi To %l(*.<fr) £4 «c yoV Ta r &<c(*cvkp Tf>oTTa.<? ) 

f o r t h e r e a s o n t h a t t h i s r e g i o n l i e s under t h e t r o p i c c i r c l e and 

causes t h e gnomons t o c a s t no shadow a t midday. I n t h i s r e s p e c t 

(34) Pomponius Mela, C h o r o g r a p h i a , I . i x . 60. 

(35) P l i n y , N.H. v. 59. 

(36) J . B a l l , l o c . c i t . 

( 3 7 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.48. 
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S t r a b o i s n o t f a r f r o m c o r r e c t , f o r Syene (Aswan) i s s l i g h t l y t o 

t h e n o r t h o f t h e T r o p i c ( o f C a n c e r ) , i t s l a t i t u d e b e i n g 24° 1 *. 

I n Aswan a l s o , S t r a b o s a y s , a r e s t a t i o n e d t h r e e c o h o r t s ( o f t h e 

Roman) army as a g u a r d ( a g a i n s t marauders f r o m t h e s o u t h ) . 
( 3 8 ) 

Pomponius Mela, t o o , p l a c e d Syene (Aswan) among t h e most 
( 3 9 ) 

i l l u s t r i o u s ( c l a r i s s i m a ) c i t i e s o f Egypt and P l i n y s a i d t h a t i t 

i s t h e f i r s t p l a c e one a r r i v e s t o w i t h i n t h e E g y p t i a n t e r r i t o r y 

a f t e r l e a v i n g E t h i o p i a ( N u b i a ) . He d e s c r i b e d i t as a p e n i n s u l a a 

m i l e i n c i r c u i t i n w h i c h , on t h e A r a b i a n s i d e ( t h a t i s t h e e a s t e r n 

s i d e o f t h e r i v e r ) , t h e Camp ( C a s t r a ) i s s i t u a t e d . To w h i c h camp 

P l i n y i s r e f e r r i n g h e r e i s n o t c l e a r . One s u g g e s t i o n i s t h a t he 

i s most p r o b a b l y r e f e r r i n g t o t h e same p l a c e t o w h i c h S t r a b o has 

e a r l i e r r e f e r r e d ^ 4 0 ^ ; t h a t i s , t o t h e g a r r i s o n o f t h e Roman army 

a t Aswan, where t h r e e c o h o r t s o f t h a t army were s t a t i o n e d and w h i c h 
( 4 1 ) 

were s t i l l t h e r e when P l i n y was w r i t i n g . Syene and 
E l e p h a n t i n e were a l s o m e n t i o n e d by T a c i t u s , when he was d e s c r i b i n g 

( 4 2 ) 

t h e t o u r w h i c h Germanicus made (A.D.19) t o Egypt. T a c i t u s s t a t e d 

t h a t Germanicus i n h i s i t i n e r a r y s t a r t i n g f r o m A l e x a n d r i a and 

Canopus reached Syene and E l e p h a n t i n e once t h e l i m i t s o f Roman 

Empire. 

( 3 8 ) Pomponius Mela, l o c . c i t . ( 3 9 ) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 4 0 ) See S t r a b o , l o c . c i t 

( 4 1 ) J . L e s q u i e r , L'Armee Romaine D'Egypte D'Auguste A D i o c l e t i e n , 
p. 4 1 1 . Le C a i r e , 1918. 

(42) T a c i t u s , A n n a l . I I . 6 1 . 



- 179 -

T r a v e l l i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e t o t h e n o r t h one 

comes t o perhaps t h e most renowned c i t y o f a n c i e n t Egypt, t o 

Thebes o r D i o s p o l i s (The C i t y o f Z e u s ) , about w h i c h we s h a l l speak 
(43 ) 

m g r e a t d e t a i l l a t e r m t h i s c h a p t e r . A f t e r w a r d s one 

a r r i v e s a t Coptos (mod. Q i f t ) one o f t h e most commercial towns 

known m t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d . D i o d o r u s , however, d i d n o t m e n t i o n 

Coptos, perhaps because i t s i m p o r t a n c e as a c e n t r e f o r commerce 

does n o t f a l l w i t h i n h i s own i n t e r e s t ; b u t , as e x p e c t e d i t was 
(4 4 ) 

m entioned by S t r a b o , who d e s c r i b e d i t as a c i t y common 

t o t h e E g y p t i a n s and t h e A r a b i a n s . Prom Coptos ( Q i f t ) t h e 

famous t r a d e r o u t e a c r o s s t h e E a s t e r n D e s e r t l e d t o Myos Hormos 

(Abu Sha'r e l - Q i b b i ) and B e r e n i c e ( M a d i n e t e l - H a r r a s ) on t h e Red 

Sea. T h i s t r a d e r o u t e , a c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o , was c o n s t r u c t e d t o 

c a r r y merchandise a l o n g i t , i n o r d e r t o a v o i d s a i l i n g f r o m t h e 

i n n e r m o s t r e c e s s o f t h e Red Sea, w h i c h was h a r d t o n a v i g a t e . So 

t h e u t i l i t y o f t h i s p l a n , S t r a b o adds, was shown by e x p e r i m e n t t o 

be g r e a t , and by S t r a b o ' s t i m e a l l t h e I n d i a n merchandise, as w e l l 

as t h e A r a b i a n and such o f t h e E t h i o p i a n s as i s b r o u g h t down by 

t h e A r a b i a n G u l f ( i . e . t h e Red Sea), i s c a r r i e d t o Coptos, w h i c h 

i s t h e emporium f o r such c a r g o e s . By t h e t i m e o f S t r a b o Coptos 

( 4 3 ) See p. 235 t o 260. 

( 4 4 ) S t r a b o , 16.4.42; 17.1.44 and 45. 
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was a place of hxgh repute and people frequented x t . Like Strabo, 
(45) 

Plxny, t o o , poxnted out the xmportance of Coptos, a cxty 

sxtuated near the N i l e , as a market f o r Indxan and Arabxan 

merchandxse, and mentxoned the xmportance of xts sxte at the 
(46) 

western end of the Nxle - Red Sea trade r o u t e . On the other 

end of t h a t r o u t e , t h a t xs, on the Red Sea Coast were sxtuated 

two other cxtxes w i t h thexr shxppxng f a c x l x t x e s , very xmportant 

and w e l l known xn the Greco-Roman world as emporxa 0 These were 
(47) 

Myos Hormos (Abu Sha'r e l Qxbbx ) and Berenxce (Madxnet 
e l - H a r r a s ) . Strabo on hxs p a r t mentxoned both Berenxce^^^ and 

(49) 

Myos Hormos as sxtuated on the Red Sea end of t h a t trade r o u t e . 

Berenxce, Strabo saxd, was a c x t y wxth no harbour, but on account 

of the favourable l x e of the xsthmus x t has convenxent landxng 

places. As f o r Myos Hormos, Strabo added, x t was a cxty contaxnxng 

the naval s t a t x o n f o r s a i l o r s . I t was Myos Hormos, however, whxch 

by Strabo's txme, l x k e Coptos, had hxgh repute and was frequented 

by peoples whxle the xmportance of Berenxce as an emporxum, Strabo 

seemed t o have xmplxed, was on the wane. By Plxny's txme, 
(45) Plxny, N.H. V. 60. (46) Plxny, N.H. V I . 103. 

(47) J. B a l l , Egypt xn the C l a s s i c a l Geographers, p. 50. 

(48) Strabo, 16.1.5; 17.1.45. (49) Strabo, 2.5.12; 16.4.5. and 24; 
17.1.45. 
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however, the s i t u a t i o n seemed t o have been reversed. For P l i n y 

mentioned Myos Hormos^^as i f i t was no longer of any commercial 
(51) 

importance, whereas he described Berenice as a town w i t h a 

harbour on the Red Sea and t o which the N i l e - Red Sea trade route 

ended. 

We r e t u r n t o the N i l e v a l l e y t o resume our t o u r 
towards the n o r t h , we come t o Tentyra (mod. Dandara) described by 

(52) 

Strabo as a c i t y whose people, as compared w i t h the other 

Egyptians, held m p a r t i c u l a r dishonour the c r o c o d i l e and deemed 

i t the most h a t e f u l of a l l animals. For t h i s reason the T e n t y r i t a e 

destroyed the animal whenever they found i t . Strabo, m t h i s 

r espect, r e l a t e d t h a t when the croc o d i l e s were brought t o Rome f o r 

e x h i b i t i o n , they were attended by the T e n t y r i t a e ; and when a 

r e s e r v o i r and a k i n d of stage above one of the sides had been made 

f o r them, so t h a t they could go out of the water and have a basking 

place i n the sun, these men a t one ti m e , stepping i n t o the water 

a l l t ogether, would drag them i n a net t o the basking place so they 

could be seen by the sp e c t a t o r s , and at another would p u l l them 

down again i n t o the r e s e r v o i r . The T e n t y r i t a e , however, worshipped 

(50) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 168. 

(51) P l i n y , N.H. v i . 103. 

(52) Strabo, 17.1.44. 
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Aphrodxte (th e Egyptian Hathor); and at the back of her shrxne 
(53) 

was a temple of I s i s . P l i n y counted Tentyra, which he c a l l e d 

T e n t y r i s , among the celebrated towns of Egypt. L i k e Tentyra on 

the western side of the N i l e v a l l e y but f u r t h e r n o r t h i s s i t u a t e d 

the ancient city__jDf Abydos, a h e l l e n i z e d form of the ancient 
(54) EgyptianX^ J ^ g T f Q ^ b d OJ o Abydos, was o r i g i n a l l y 

ranked a f t e r B u s i r i s i n the Delta as O s i r i s ' second c i t y which 

then g r a d u a l l y came t o the f o r e f r o n t as the c h i e f of Egypt's holy 

s i t e s , t o which making pilgrimage was the e a r l y equivalent of 

making a C h r i s t i a n p ilgrimage t o Jerusalem or a Muslim pilgrimage 

to Mecca. I t i s i d e n t i f i e d now w i t h el-Araba el-Madfuna, 

i n the Governorate of Suhag. This ancient great holy c i t y of 

Egypt had, l i k e many Egyptian c i t i e s , s u f f e r e d from n e g l e c t , so 

t h a t by the time the c l a s s i c a l authors were w r i t i n g only i t s 

remains could be seen t o t e l l of i t s g l o r i o u s past. This i s very 

(53) P l i n y , N.H. v. 60. 

(54) A.H. Gardiner, o p . c i t . V o l . I I . p. 36. 

(55) J.M. White, Everyday l i f e i n Ancient Egypt, p. 34; 
H. Kees, Ancient Egypt, p. 336 f f . 
c f . also Wamwright, The Sky-Religion I n Egypt, p. 99; 
C y r i l A l d r e d , The Egyptians, p. 39; J.Cerny, Ancient Egyptian 
R e l i g i o n , p. 87 (London 1952). 

(56) J. B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 78. 
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c l e a r from what the c l a s s x c a l authors s a i d about i t . I t i s f o r 

i t s important p o s i t i o n i n the Pharaonic Egypt t h a t they gave i t 

s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i n t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n s . Abydos was described 
(57) 

by Strabo as s i t u a t e d above ( i . e . south o f ) Ptolemais, 

which we are going t o mention afterwards, Strabo, then, says, 

t h a t i t appeared t o have been a great c i t y , second only t o 

Thebes, but i t was by Strabo's time only a small settlement. 

Apart from the f a c t t h a t Abydos was once a great c i t y , Strabo 

observed the most p e c u l i a r t h i n g t o the c i t y , the b u i l d i n g , which 

he, l i k e other c l a s s i c a l authors, c a l l e d 'Memnonium'. Strabo 

described i t as "a r o y a l b u i l d i n g , which i s a remarkable 

s t r u c t u r e b u i l t of s o l i d stone, and of the same workmanship as 

t h a t which he ascribed t o the L a b y r i n t h , though not m u l t i p l e x ; 

and also a f o u n t a i n which l i e s at a great depth, so t h a t one 

descends t o i t down vaulted g a l l e r i e s made up of monoliths of 

surpassing s i z e and workmanship. There i s a canal leading t o the 

place from the great r i v e r ; and i n the neighbourhood of the canal 

i s a grove of Egyptian acantha (acacia or Sunt) sacred t o A p o l l o . 

But i f , as they say, Memnon i s c a l l e d Ismandes (or Imandes as m 

Ch.37, which i s perhaps an e r r o r f o r *Mandes' who i s i d e n t i f i e d 
(58) 

w i t h Maindes, or Amon-em-hat I I I , of the T w e l f t h Dynasty) by 

(57) Strabo, 17.1.42, 44. 

(58) See H.L. Jones i n Loeb ed of Strabo's Geography, Vol. V I I I , 
p.105, n . l . where he quotes Sayce (The Egypt of the Hebrews, 
p.281). 
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the Egyptians, the L a b y r i n t h might also be a Memnonium and a work 

of the same man who b u i l t both the Memnonia i n Abydos and those 

i n Thebes; f o r i t i s s a i d t h a t t h ere also are some Memnonia m 

Thebes". The Memnonium, which Strabo has j u s t described, was 

thought at the time of f i n d i n g t o be a grave of O s i r i s from i t s 

resemblance t o the mythical grave of O s i r i s . This subterranean 

b u i l d i n g , however, was b u i l t of sandstone and g r a n i t e and i t was 

intended t o serve as a cenotaph f o r the c u l t - c h a p e l of Sethos I 
(59) 

O s i r i s i n the temple i n f r o n t of i t . Strabo, moreover, 
pointed out q u i t e c o r r e c t l y t h a t the people of Abydos hel d i n 

(60) 

honour O s i r i s . P l i n y also mentioned Abydos among h i s 

remarkable c i t i e s of Egypt and he also remarked t h a t i t was famous 

f o r the palace of Memnon and the temple of O s i r i s . He placed 

the c i t y i n the i n t e r i o r of Libya ( A f r i c a , t h a t i s on the western 

side of the r i v e r ) l\ miles from the r i v e r . 

Leaving Abydos m our journey n o r t h , we come t o a much 

more r e c e n t l y founded settlement, t o Ptolemais, (Ptolemais Hermiou 

of Ptolepy) so c a l l e d a f t e r i t s founder. I t was the second Greek 

c i t y a f t e r Alexandria t o be founded by the Ptolemies a f t e r the 

conquest of Egypt by Alexander the Great of Macedon. I t was founded 

on the s i t e of a Pharaonic v i l l a g e c a l l e d Psoi, m the nome c a l l e d 

(59) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 247. 

(60) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 336 f f . ; J.M. White, o p . c i t . p. 34.; 
A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , p. 202. s.v. O s i r i s . 
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a f t e r the ancient Egyptian c i t y of T hims (mod. G i r g a ) . 

Strabo passed by the c i t y b r i e f l y , a fact^shows where h i s 

i n t e r e s t s l i e . He i s s u r e l y not i n t e r e s t e d t o see or describe 

t o h i s readers a Greek c i x y ( w i t h the exception of Alexandria, 

which occupied a s p e c i a l place i n the hearts and minds of the 

Greco-Roman authors) and the Greek way of l i f e . Instead he was 

more i n t e r e s t e d , as any f o r e i g n e r , i n the Egyptian c i t i e s and was 

curious about the Egyptian people. This i s obvious from h i s 

lengthy d e s c r i p t i o n of Abydos, which immediately f o l l o w s t h a t 

b r i e f one of Ptolemais i n h i s survey, and t o which we have already 

r e f e r r e d . I n t h i s respect Strabo i s not d i f f e r e n t from h i s 

modern European descendant . For when the l a t t e r goes t o Egypt 

h i s primary i n t e r e s t does not l i e i n seeing the modern quarters or 

the t w e n t i e t h century's establishments which more or less resemble 

those of h i s homeland, but he i s i n t e r e s t e d t o see the r e p l i c a s of 

the past and those e x o t i c t h i n g s p e c u l i a r t o the O r i e n t . To 
t (62) r e t u r n t o Strabo s d e s c r i p t i o n of Ptolemais, we f i n d him 

saying t h a t i t was (by h i s time) the l a r g e s t c i t y xn the Thebaxs 

and was no smaller than Memphxs, and he q u i t e r x g h t l y added t h a t 
(63) 

x t had a government modelled on t h a t of the Greeks. Thxs xs 

(61) For a f u l l descrxptxon of Ptolemaxs, see E. Bevan, A Hxstory 
of Egypt, The Ptolemaxc Dynasty, p. 104 f f . 

(62) Strabo, 17.1.42. (63) E. Bevan, l o c . c x t . 
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also another example of how c e r t a i n c i t i e s or towns m Greco-

Roman Egypt grew a t the expense of others. For Ptolemais was 

founded i n Upper Egypt t o be i t s A l exandria. I t grew a t the 

expense of Thebes, the centre f o r n a t i o n a l r e s i s t a n c e t o a l i e n 

r u l e , and of Abydos, the most venerated of a l l c i t i e s of ancient 

Egypt, u n t i l i t overshadowed them as i t i s c l e a r from Strabo's 

statement. Ptolemais was also mentioned by P l i n y ^ ^ a m o n g the 

celebrated c i t i e s of Egypt. Crossing the r i v e r from Ptolemais 

one comes t o yet another w e l l known settlement i n ancient Egypt, 

I mean here the c i t y c a l l e d by the c l a s s i c a l authors ^ ( t ^ ( ̂  

^ C e f t ^ J «Y I T A V O ? 7 T 0 W , n«-V TTo'^ts- (Panopolis). 

The f i r s t two names are j u s t a d i s t o r t e d form of the ancient 

Egyptian "ff© H1**"- ( t h e c i t y of Min, the Egyptian god of 

f e r t i l i t y ) . As the m a j o r i t y of the Egyptian c i t i e s and towns 

were re-named under the Greco-Roman r u l e , Hnt-Mn was t r a n s l a t e d 

i n t o the Greek f7aVcOV fT o/Wtv apparently because of the 

s i m i l a r i t y between the f u n c t i o n of the Egyptian god of f e r t i l i t y , 

Mm, and the Greek god, Pan. This p o i n t was adopted by Diodorus 

i n h i s mythological account o f the Egyptian r e l i g i o n . Diodorus 
(66) „ 

t e l l s us , I n h i s world-wide campaigns O s i r i s was accompanied 

(64) P l i n y , N.H. v. 61. 

(65) Gardiner, o p . c i t . V o l . I I . p. 40. 

(66) Diod. I . 18. 
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by many of hxs associates i n c l u d i n g Pan, who was held i n s p e c i a l 

honour by the Egyptians. For the i n h a b i t a n t s of the land had not 

only set up statues of him at every temple but had also named a 

c i t y a f t e r him i n the Thebaid, c a l l e d by the Egyptians Chemmo 

( X GfdfA uj ) , which when t r a n s l a t e d means c i t y o f Pan. This 

i s , however, the mythological s t o r y of Chemmo or the c i t y of Pan. 

Strabo passed by the place very q u i c k l y and he j u s t m e n t i o n e d ^ ^ 

t h a t Panopolis, which was s i t u a t e d between A p h r o d i t o p o l i s i n the 

n o r t h and Ptelemais above-mentioned i n the south, though i t was 

s i t u a t e d on the other si d e of the N i l e , was an o l d settlement of 

l i n e n workers and stone workers ( (1 WV 7To/W 4' ^ i l V o U ^ y u J V 

Kcic y\ltoobbfyu>l Kt*T0(kt*C). Panopolis was also mentioned by 
(68) 

P l i n y , who included i t i n the l i s t of the notable c i t i e s of 

ancient Egypt. T r a v e l l i n g f u r t h e r n o r t h from the above mentioned 

s i t e and crossing back t o the western bank of the N i l e , one comes t o 

a very important s i t e both s t r a t e g i c a l l y and commercially, t o Hermopolis 

o r , as the Romans c a l l e d i t , the town of Mercury. This town i s 

o f t e n c a l l e d Hermopolis Magna t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t from the other 

towns w i t h s i m i l a r names. Strabo d i d not mention the town i t s e l f 

(67) Strabo, 17.1.41. 

(68) P l i n y , N.H. v. 61. 
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but c o r r e c t l y spoke (69) of the Hermopolite g a r r i s o n , a ki n d of 

r e v t e n i o n 
ev u> v 

t o l l - s t a t i o n f o r goods brought down from the Thebais (€*TcV £ 

P l i n y , on the other hand, d i d mention the town by name, when 

he c a l l e d i t 'oppidum Mercuri* and included i t i n h i s l i s t of the 

notable towns, but he d i d not mention anything about the g a r r i s o n 

or the t o l l s t a t i o n , which were mentioned e a r l i e r by Strabo. 

The existence of a customs s t a t i o n at Hermopolis was f u r t h e r 

not only had d u t i e s t o be paid i n the p o r t s or f r o n t i e r towns on 

goods imported i n t o Egypt or goods exported, but we l e a r n from 

Agatharchides t h a t there was a customs house a t Hermopolis, 

between upper and lower Egypt, and a papyrus (P. Hibeh, 80) shows 

i n t e r n a l t r a f f i c even between one nome and another burdened by 

customs." Moving s t i l l a considerable distance t o the n o r t h but 

l e a v i n g the N i l e v a l l e y f o r a moment we go t o the r e g i o n round 

Lake Moeris (Karoun) t o the Fayum Governorate, known t o the 

Greeks and the Romans as C r o c o d i l o p o l i t e or A r s i n o i t e Nome; i t s 

c a p i t a l or metropolis was known t o the c l a s s i c a l authors as 

C r o c o d i l o p o l i s or Arsmoe. This c i t y was mentioned by Diodorus 

supported by E. Bevan, who t e l l s us (71) m the matter of customs, 

(69) Strabo, 17.1.41. (70) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

(71) E. Bevan, o p . c i t . 151. 
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who, whxle r e l a t i n g the various reasons and o r i g i n s of worship 
(72) 

or consecration of the animals i n Egypt, s a i d t h a t one of 

the reasons or o r i g i n s f o r worshipping the c r o c o d i l e was t h a t 

t h i s animal was s a i d by some t o have saved Menas, one of the 

e a r l y kings of Egypt, from e i t h e r drowning i n Lake Moeris 

(L. Karoun) or otherwise from being devoured by h i s dogs, which 

were chasing him; and t h a t Menas, wishing t o show h i s g r a t i t u d e 

t o the beast f o r saving him, founded a c i t y near the place and 

named i t ' City of the Crocodiles' ( KpofeJz> <=-c}«.j\J 7To^*P ) ? 

and he commanded the i n h a b i t a n t s of the re g i o n t o worship these 

animals as gods and dedicated the lake (Lake Moeris) t o them 

f o r t h e i r sustenance; and i n t h a t place he also constructed h i s 

own tomb, e r e c t i n g a pyramid w i t h f o u r s i d e s , and b u i l t the 
(73) 

L a b y r i n t h which i s admired by many". Elsewhere i n h i s work 

Diodorus ascribed the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the L a b y r i n t h t o yet another 

King, Mendes, or Marrus as was c a l l e d by some. Here again we do 

not know f o r sure the source from which Diodorus borrowed h i s 

s t o r y , but a l l one can suggest i s t h a t e i t h e r he borrowed from 

predecessors, most probably from Hecataeus of Teos or Abdera, or 

he might have heard t h a t s t o r y d u r i n g h i s v i s i t t o Egypt among 

many others c u r r e n t i n h i s own time. A f t e r Diodorus came Strabo, 
(72) Diod. I . 89. (73) Diod. I . 61. 
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whose account concerning the A r s m o i t e Nome and A r s i n o i c c i t y 

(Fayum) i s based on hi s personal observations, hence one expects 
(74) 

i t t o be more accurate than t h a t of Diodorus. Strabo t e l l s us 

t h a t the A r s i n o i t e Nome was the most noteworthy of a l l i n 

respect t o i t s appearance, i t s f e r t i l i t y and i t s m a t e r i a l 
development. The c a p i t a l or the metropolis of A r s i n o i t e Nome 

(75) 
Strabo c a l l e d Arsinoe, and s a i d t h a t i n e a r l i e r times i t was 
c a l l e d C r o c o d e i l o p o l i s , f o r the people m t h i s Nome held i n very 

(76) 
great honour the c r o c o d i l e . Strabo also s a i d t h a t the 
A r s i n o i t e Nome contained the Lake Moeris (Karoun) which we 

(77) 

mentioned before, and also the L a b y r i n t h . Strabo, however, 

d i d not say c l e a r l y whether the L a b y r i n t h was a c t u a l l y i n the c i t y 

of Arsinoe or not; but i t seems t h a t he im p l i e d t h a t i t was not i n 
(78a) 

the c i t y . P l i n y also mentioned the A r s i n o i t e Nome and the 
Arsinoe town. He also mentioned Lake Moeris, on which he s a i d the 

( 78b ) 

Lab y r i n t h was constructed, and C r i a l o n town, which B a l l 

i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Arsinoe town mentioned before. 

(74) Strabo, 17.1.35. (75) Strabo, 17.1.38, 

(76) Strabo, 17.1.35 and 37. 

(77) See p . 5 6 f f . 

(78a) P l i n y , N.H. v. 61. 

(78b) B a l l , o p . c i t . p. 79. 
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One not i c e s m the above-mentioned accounts about 

Arsinoe t h a t the Nome Arsinoe was applied both t o the Nome and t o 

i t s metropolis e x a c t l y i n the same way as the name el-Fayum i n 

the present time i s a p p l i e d equally t o the governorate and i t s 

m e t r o p o l i s . There are also many examples of t h i s s o r t both m 

ancient and modern Egypt a l i k e . One also notices t h a t though the 

name Arsinoe has replaced t h a t of C r o c o d i l o p o l i s a long time 

before Diodorus, he s t i l l used the l a t t e r name, a mere 

carelessness on h i s p a r t i n my view. As a matter of f a c t , i t was 

Ptolemy I I , surnamed Philadelphus (283-245 B.C.) who replaced 

the name C r o c o d i l o p o l i s w i t h Arsinoe, which was the name of h i s 
(79) 

w i f e . Strabo and P l i n y had got i t r i g h t , when they c a l l e d 

the c i t y Arsinoe, and the former c a r e f u l l y observed t h a t i t was 

formerly c a l l e d C r o c o d i l o p o l i s . The change from C r o c o d i l o p o l i s 

t o Arsinoe, however, d i d not a f f e c t i n any way the st a t u s of the 

worship or consecration of the c r o c o d i l e i n t h i s nome, For the 

people i n t h i s nome, Egyptians and Greek s e t t l e r s a l i k e , continued 

t o worship the c r o c o d i l e , under i t s Egyptian t i t l e 'Suchos*. This 

i s i n f a c t obvious from Strabo's account and i t i s also supported 
(80) 

by modern authors. 

(79) E„ Bevan, A H i s t o r y of Egypt, The Ptolemaic Dynasty, p. 116; 
A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , p. 84, s.v, Faiyum. 

(80) A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , l o c . c i t . 
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By-passing Memphxs, the once great n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l of 

Egypt and whxch xs sxtuated t o the west of the Rxver Nxle towards 

the north-east of Arsxnoe, and about whxch we s h a l l speak xn greater 

d e t a x l l a t e r xn the f o l l o w i n g chapter, we cross the N i l e and 

come t o another ancient town, t o (the Egyptian) Babylon. 
(81) 

According t o Diodorus , thxs settlement was founded by the war 

captxves, brought from Babylonxa (xn Mesopotamxa) by (the 

legendary) Kxng Sesoosxs (Sesostrxs by other c l a s s x c a l a u t h o r s ) . 

Dxodorus t o l d us t h a t these captxves, havxng been brought t o 

Egypt, r e v o l t e d from the kxng, bexng unable t o endure the hardshxps 

entaxled by hxs works; and they, sexzxng a st r o n g posxtxon on the 

banks of the r x v e r , maxntaxned a warfare agaxnst the Egyptxans and 

ravaged the nexghbourxng t e r r x t o r y , but f x n a l l y on bexng granted an 

amnesty, they establxshed a colony on the spot, whxch they also 

named Babylon a f t e r t h e i r natxve land. Later Strabo, too, repeated 

a sxmxlar s t o r y t o t h a t of Dxodorus about the orxgxn of Babylon. 

Strabo's account, however, xs r a t h e r s h o r t e r than Dxodorus and x t i s 
(82) 

too concise t o be c l e a r . Strabo s a i d t h a t s a i l i n g up the N i l e 

from H e l i o p o l i s one comes t o Babylon, a stronghold, where some 

Babylonians had wxthdrawn xn r e v o l t and then s u c c e s s f u l l y 

negotxated f o r permission from the kings t o b u i l d a settlement. 

(81) Diod. I . 56. (82) Strabo, 17.1.30. 
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But before we go on g i v i n g the r e s t of Strabo's account 
concerning Babylon which i s , i n c i d e n t a l l y , a r a t h e r important 
and i n t e r e s t i n g one, we ought t o discuss the v a l i d i t y of the 
s t o r i e s of Diodorus and Strabo concerning how ( t h e Egyptian) 
Babylon came i n t o existence and whether i t i s t r u e t h a t the 
Babylon captives founded i t and c a l l e d i t a f t e r t h e i r place of 
o r i g i n . The question here i s , from which source or sources 
Diodorus and Strabo took t h i s s t o r y ? One cannot give a d e f i n i t e 
answer. A l l one can say i s t h a t the s i m i l a r i t y between the 
s t o r i e s of the two Greek authors suggests t h a t they f o l l o w e d the 
same a u t h o r i t y . I t also suggests t h a t they might have heard or 
l e a r n t t h i s s t o r y , one of many cu r r e n t s t o r i e s i n Egypt i n the 
times of Diodorus and Strabo. A modern scholar, Gardiner, 
summarised h i s predecessors' views about the matter. Speaking of 
the etymology of fOV and of the r e l a t i o n of t h a t p l a 

t o Pi-Hacpy and t o Old Cairo (Arabic Misr e l 'Atiqah), he s a i d 

"The etymology P(er)~hapu-l-on the of Hacpty of On ( H e l i o p o l i s ) * 

f i r s t appeared i n p r i n t i n Speigelberg, Randglossen, p. 39 (1904), 

where Sethejquoted as the author; he himself repeats and defends 

ce 
(83) 

i t (Urgeschichte, ch. 109 (1930) ) . I t i s probable t h a t the 

Greek comparison w i t h the great c i t y of the Babylonians was due t o 

the assonance presented by an Egyptian place-name, and assuredly 

(83) Gardiner, o p . c i t . p. 143. 
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no b e t t e r o r i g i n a l has been suggested". The Egyptian Babylon was 

not only mentioned by Strabo and other c l a s s i c a l authors b u t , as 

Gardiner showed, i t was r e f e r r e d t o i n the p a p y r i r i g h t down t o 

the Byzantine times, when, as B e l l has set f o r t h i n P. London, 

IV, p. X V I I I , nn. 4. 5, the name was used mter-changeably w i t h 

(the A rabic) P o s t a t ^ 8 4 ^ , (from L a t i n fossatum), the other 

designation of Old Cairo. U n l i k e h i s predecessor Diodorus, Strabo 

was not content t o t e l l us about the o r i g i n of Babylon on l y , but 

he also spoke of Babylon of h i s own time as an encampment of one 
(85) 

of the three (Roman) legions t h a t guard Egypt , and t h a t water 

was conducted t o Babylon from the N i l e on a r i d g e by wheels and 

screws; and t h a t one hundred and f i f t y p r isoners were engaged i n 

the work. From Babylon, Strabo s a i d , one can c l e a r l y see the 

pyramids ( o f Giza) on the f a r ( i . e . l e f t ) side of the r i v e r at 

Memphis, and they are near t o i t . Babylon i t s e l f m f a c t , 

according t o S t r a b o ^ 8 ^ i s near Memphis. 

(84) Fostat was founded by 'Amr , the Muslim Arab Commander, when 
he conquered Egypt (A.D. 641), 

(85) One of the other two was s t a t i o n e d i n A l e x a n d r i a . 
(see J.G. Milne, A H i s t o r y of Egypt Under Roman Rule, p.171. 
London, 1924 - w h i l e the t h i r d was s t a t i o n e d i n the Thebaid 
(see A b d u l l a t i f A. A l y , Egypt and the Roman Empire, m the 
L i g h t of P a p y r i , Cairo 1960. pp. 44, 45. ( A r a b i c ) . 

(86) Strabo, 17.1.31. 
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Below Babylon i s H e l i o p o l x s , the main centre f o r sun 

worship, the home of Re, and the renowned seat of l e a r n i n g . 

Diodorus mentioned the c i t y of H e l i o p o l i s i n various passages of 
(87) 

h i s work, but he nowhere gave any f u l l or d e t a i l e d 
(88) / -

d e s c r i p t i o n o f i t . He b r i e f l y t o l d us t h a t the/legendary 
King Sesoosis, m order t o f o r t i f y Egypt against f o r e i g n i n v a s i o n 

p a r t i c u l a r l y from the North East, from Syria and Arabia, erected 

a w a l l extending through the desert from Pelusium t o Helxopolxs; 

t h i s road had a len g t h of some f i f t e e n hundred stades (200 m i l e s ) . 

Diodorus also mentioned t h a t the B u l l Mnevxs was worshxpped 

xn H e l i o p o l x s . But Strabo s p o k e ^ 0 ^ e l a b o r a t e l y of thxs c x t y . He 

st a t e d t h a t , "The H e l x o p o l i t e Nome i s s i t u a t e d above ( i . e . south 

o f ) the Bubastite Nome and t h a t i n H e l i o p o l i t e Nome i s H e l i o p o l i s 

which i s s i t u a t e d upon a noteworthy mound. From H e l i o p o l i s one 

comes t o the N i l e above the Delta ( t h a t i s t o the main sxngle 

channel of the N i l e and t o the N i l e v a l l e y ) , H e l i o p o l i s i s s i t u a t e d 

i n Arabia ( i . e . on the eastern side of the N i l e ) . The c i t y 
(91) 

contains the temple of Helios (hence i t was c a l l e d H e l i o p o l i s ) , 

(87) Diod. I . 57, 59, 84. 

(88) Diod. I . 57. 

(89) Diod. I . 84. 

(90) Strabo, 17.1.27, 28, 29, 30. 

(91) The Egyptian Re. 



- 196 -

and the ox Mnevis, which i s kept m a k i n d of sanctuary and i s 

regarded among the i n h a b i t a n t s as a god, as i s Apis m Memphis. 

I n f r o n t of the mound are lakes, which receive the overflow 

from the neighbouring canal". Once more as an eye-witness Strabo 

observed, as he d i d when he v i s i t e d Abydos, t h a t the once 

important and famous c i t y , the seat of l e a r n i n g and r e l i g i o n , 

H e l i o p o l i s , was by h i s time, a l a s , no longer of i t s former g l o r y 

and fame, or as Strabo put i t , "The c i t y i s now e n t i r e l y deserted; 

i t contains the ancient temple constructed i n the Egyptian 

manner, which a f f o r d s many evidences of the madness and s a c r i l e g e 

of Cambyses, who p a r t l y by f i r e and p a r t l y by i r o n sought t o 

outrage the temples, m u t i l a t i n g them and burning them on every 

s i d e , j u s t as he d i d w i t h o b e l i s k s " . 

I n h i s tour round the c i t y Strabo was shown the 

remains of the c i t y ' s past. He was shown the m u t i l a t e d temples 

which he described r a t h e r minutely and i n d e t a i l . Among other 

t h i n g s he observed, w i t h a c r i t i c a l eye, t h a t although the 

Egyptian temples were huge and l a r g e , they were devoid of 

a r t i s t i c beauty, a r a t h e r harsh judgement indeed. I n t h i s 

connection he t o l d us a f t e r having described the plan f o r the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Egyptian temples, "there i s also a k i n d of 

h a l l w i t h numerous columns (as a t Memphis, f o r example), which i s 

constructed i n the b a r b a r i c manner; f o r , except, f o r the f a c t t h a t 

the columns are l a r g e and numerous and form many rows, the h a l l 
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has nothing pleasing or picturesque, but i s r a t h e r a d i s p l a y of 

the p r i e s t s l i v e d ; f o r Strabo was t o l d t h a t t h i s place i n 

p a r t i c u l a r was i n ancient times a settlement of p r i e s t s who 

s t u d i e d philosophy and astronomy; but both t h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n and 

i t s p u r s u i t s have by Strabo's time disappeared. At H e l i o p o l i s , 

i n f a c t , no one was pointed out t o Strabo as p r e s i d i n g over such 

p u r s u i t s , apart from those who performed the s a c r i f i c e s and 

explained t o strangers what pertained t o the sacred r i t e s . Strabo 

remarked s c e p t i c a l l y as he o f t e n d i d , t h a t , when A e l i u s Gallus 

the p r e f e c t , s a i l e d up i n t o Egypt, he was accompanied by a c e r t a i n 

man from Alexandria, Chaeromon by name, who pretended t o some 

knowledge of t h i s k i n d but i s g e n e r a l l y r i d i c u l e d as a boaster 

and ignoramus I At H e l i o p o l i s , Strabo s a i d , the houses of the 

p r i e s t s and schools of P l a t o and Eudoxus were pointed out t o t h e i r 

company. These two Greek scholars went there w i t h the sole 

purpose t o study under the ( H e l i o p o l i t a n ) p r i e s t s , who excelled 

i n t h e i r knowledge of the heavenly bodies. L a s t l y we come t o P l i n y , 

v a i n t o i l ' 

o 
7' 

uyjV 7 r > t ^ v y^Lp Too 

£ ( L) >\ toV 

I n H e l i o p o l i s Strabo also saw l a r g e houses i n which 
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whose reference t o H e l i o p o l i s xs very b r i e f indeed, e s p e c i a l l y i f 

compared w i t h t h a t of Strabo j u s t c i t e d . P l i n y was merely w r i t i n g 
(92) 

a b r i e f survey of the c i t i e s and towns of Egypt when he s a i d , 

"There i s one place besides ( t h e towns he mentioned) i n the 

i n t e r i o r and bordering on the Arabian ( i . e . Eastern) Desert which 

i s of great renown, H e l i o p o l i s " . 

From H e l i o p o l i s we come t o the c i t i e s and towns of 

the D e l t a . One of these towns, famous i n ancient Egypt as a 

r e l i g i o u s c e n t r e , i s the town of Bubastis, which i s s i t u a t e d i n the 

Butfiastite nome, adjacent t o H e l i o p o l i t e Nome described above. 

Bubastis was the centre f o r the worship of the cat-headed goddess 
Bast, I n h i s mythological account of the Egyptian r e l i g i o n 

(93) 

Diodorus quoted some u n i d e n t i f i e d h i s t o r i a n s as saying t h a t on 

the tomb of the Goddess I s i s i n the town of Nysa i n Arabia was 

i n s c r i b e d among other things t h a t the c i t y o f Bubastus (BOU^A^YO? ) 
(94) 

was b u i l t by the same goddess. He also mentioned i t elsewhere 

i n h i s h i s t o r y . Strabo s i m i l a r l y d i d not speak very much of 

Bubastis. He only m e n t i o n e d ^ ^ t h a t the c i t y o f Bubastis and the 

Bubastite Nome were near the vertex of the Delta and were s i t u a t e d 
(92) P l i n y , N.H. v. 61. 

(93) Diod. I . 27. 

(94) Diod. XVI, 49-51. 

(95) Strabo, 17.1.27. 
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below Memphis. Pomponius Mela mentioned i t among the most 

celebrated c i t i e s of Egypt and P l i n y d i d not mention i t a t a l l , 
(97a) 

although he mentioned the Bubastite nome. 

Among the celebrated towns of the Delta Naucralis 

deserves t o be included. I t i s a unique c i t y . For although i t 

i s one of three Greek c i t i e s i n Egypt, namely, i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

order, Naucratis, Alexandria and Ptolemais, i t i s unique m the 

sense t h a t i t i s the only one of the three t o have been founded 

i n Egypt before the Greek or Macedonian era; unique m the sense 

t h a t i t was a c i t y , i n h a b i t e d mainly by a f o r e i g n community of 

Greek s e t t l e r s , who were not invaders, conquerors or r u l e r s ; 

and moreover i t was founded w i t h the permission and the blessings 
i (98a) of Egypt s n a t i o n a l kings . 

I t i s t o be r e g r e t t e d , however, t h a t the c l a s s i c a l 

w r i t e r s of our p e r i o d , who wrote about N a u c r a t i s , namely Strabo 

and P l i n y , d i d not say very much about i t s h i s t o r y , i t s people, 

i t s c u l t u r a l or commercial l i f e . This may be due t o the l a c k of 

i n t e r e s t on the p a r t of the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s i n N aucratis, whose 

p o s i t i o n has already been taken by A l e x a n d r i a . 

(96) Pomponius Mela, Chorographia, I . IX. 60. 

(97a) P l i n y , N.H. v. 49. 

(97b) E. Bevan, A H i s t o r y of Egypt, The Ptolemaic Dynasty, p.91 

(98a) H. Kees, o p . c i t . P. 206, f f . ; E. D r i o t o n & J. Vandier, 
L'Egypte, p. 583. 4 t h ed. augmented ( P a r i s , 1962). 

(98b) Strabo, 17.1.18. 
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The cxty was mentioned by Strabo^ 9 8 b^who put the 

date of i t s foundation i n the r e i g n of Psammetichus. On how 

i t was s t a r t e d Strabo s a i d " i n the time of Psammetichus (who l i v e d 

i n the time of Cyaxares the Mede) the Milesians w i t h t h i r t y ships, 

put i n at the B o l b i t i n e mouth (mod. Rosetta Mouth), and then 

disembarking, f o r t i f i e d w i t h a w a l l the above-mentioned settlement, 

but i n time they s a i l e d up i n t o the S a i t i c Nome, defeated the 

c i t y of Inaros ( Jtfa^wV P"o>lS 1 ) i n a naval f i g h t , and 

founded Naucratis, not f a r above Schedia". Almost f o u r centuries 
(99) 

and a h a l f before Strabo, Herodotus sa i d t h a t King Psammetichus, 

i n h i s war against other Egyptian p r i n c e s , was helped by 

Ionians and Carians, t o whom, as a reward, he granted a s i t e 

c a l l e d The Camps, s i t u a t e d on the Pelusian mouth, but l a t e r they 

were removed from there t o Memphis by King Amasis t o be h i s 

guard against h i s own sub j e c t s . Herodotus f u r t h e r spoke of 

Naucratis as having been m o l d times the only t r a d i n g p o r t m 

Egypt and t h a t i t was held i n honour. Herodotus d i d not, 

however, say when the c i t y was founded. A modern scholar, H. Keeŝ 1'"'"'" 

who studied the matter, s t a t e d t h a t Strabo placed the beginnings, 

(98b) Strabo, 17.1.18. (99) Hdt. I I . 154. 

(100) Hdt. I I . 179. 

(101) H. Kees, Ancient Egypt, A C u l t u r a l Topography, P.207. 
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though not the foundation of Naucratis i n the r e i g n of Psammetichus I 
(663-609 B.C.) but from the f i n d s on the s i t e , p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
scarabs, such a date i s too e a r l y . Kees t h e r e f o r e suggests t h a t the 
foundation of Naucratis, should be dated somewhere a t the beginning 
of the succeeding century, p o s s i b l y i n the r e i g n of Psammetichus I I 
(594-589 B.C.). Another modern a u t h o r ^ 1 0 " ^ seemed t o agree w i t h 
Strabo's date of the foundation of the c i t y , thus he seems t o 
disagree p a r t l y w i t h Kees when he says t h a t Naucratis was a 
commercial settlement founded by the Milesians under Psammetichus I 
( V l l t h Century B.C.) This same author, however, agrees w i t h Kees 
t h a t Amasis made t h i s c i t y the only place i n Egypt where the Greeks 
could trade f r e e l y . 

Naucratis was also mentioned by P l i n y a m o n g the 

considerable towns i n the Delta. P l i n y also s a i d t h a t a f t e r 

Naucratis some people gave the name of N a u c r a t i t i c t o the mouth 

c a l l e d by the others the H e r a c l e o t i c . 

From what Strabo and P l i n y s a i d about Naucratis, we 

observe t h a t n e i t h e r of the two mentioned i t s importance e i t h e r as 

a t r a d i n g post, i t s p o s i t i o n as a Greek c i t y - s t a t e w i t h i n the 

s t a t e of Egypt, or i t s importance as a remote outpost of the 

(102) A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , p.182, s.v. Naucratis. c f . also 
E. Drio^lton and J. Vandier, o p . c i t . p.583. 

(103) P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. 
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H e l l e n i c c u l t u r e i n a f o r e i g n country. This raises the question 

whether t h i s means t h a t Naucratis was no longer a place of any 

considerable importance. Was i t s place as a t r a d i n g post 

undermined by the foundation and consequently the growing 

importance of Alexandria ? I t i s my f e e l i n g t h a t , as I sai d 

before i n t h i s chapter, Alexandria grew at the expense of 

Naucra t i s , as a main Greek set t l e m e n t , as a t r a d i n g post f o r 

exports and imports, as a p r i n c i p a l centre f o r Greek c u l t u r a l l i f e . 

I t s p o s i t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , by the time of Strabo and P l i n y , was 

c e r t a i n l y not as important as i t was before Alexandria was founded. 

This f a c t perhaps atones f o r Naucratis having not received i t s 

f a i r share from Strabo and P l i n y . 

Modern scholars on the other hand are not f u l l y agreed 

on the p o s i t i o n and importance of Naucratis a f t e r the foundation 

of Alexandria. For w h i l e Kees^ 1 0^says t h a t "although the 

Ptolemies, p a r t i c u l a r l y Philadelphus, b e a u t i f i e d Naucratis w i t h 

new b u i l d i n g s such as the H e l l e n i o n , the economic importance of 

t h a t c i t y ended w i t h the f o u n d l i n g of Alexandria. This l a t t e r c i t y , 

p r o t ected by the rocky i s l a n d of Pharos, was the f i r s t sea-port 

constructed on the open coast of Egypt. Naucratis thus became 

superfluous as a harbour f o r imports and i n t e r n a l t r a f f i c 

descending the N i l e came as f a r as Schedia nearer Alexandria; we 

(104) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 210. 
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f i n d another s c h o l a r ^ 1 ( 5 5 ^ maintains t h a t "Naucratis l o s t i t s 

importance when Alexandria was founded, although i t continued t o 

be an a c t i v e commercial p o r t . The only coinage known i n Egypt 

was s t r u c k i n bronze and s i l v e r at Naucratis. A t h i r d author, 
(106) 

E. Bevan , summarizing the conclusions of other scholars such 

as S i r F l i n d e r s P e t r i e and Edgar, and the papyrus-finds, states 

t h a t "although i t s commercial importance was reduced w i t h the 

founding of A l e x a n d r i a , Naucratis continued i n a q u i e t way i t s 

l i f e as a Greek c i t y - s t a t e . I t continued also as a f l o u r i s h i n g 

p o r t i n Ptolemaic times, and i t was t r a d i n g w i t h f o r e i g n regions 

such as Rhodes and others; and i t was the c h i e f p o r t of c a l l on 

i n l a n d voyages from Memphis t o A l e x a n d r i a , as w e l l as a stopping 

place on the land r o u t e from Pelusium t o the c a p i t a l " . 

Leaving Naucratis and proceeding northward we come t o 

Canabus, also s p e l t Canopus. Canopus was perhaps the most famous 

or perhaps the most notorious town m Grflecg-Roman Egypt, f o r 

the pleasure l i f e which i t s i n h a b i t a n t s and v i s i t o r s l e d . The 

Canopic l i f e was p r o v e r b i a l i n the ancient w o r l d . For i t was a 

l i c e n t i o u s and merry-making l i f e i n the o p i n i o n of the c l a s s i c a l 

authors as we s h a l l observe. 

(105) A D i e t , of Egypt. C i v i l , p. 182 s.v. , Naucratis 

(106) E. Bevan, o p . c i t . pp. 90, 91. 
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V e r g i l s p o k e ^ 1 0 7 a ^ o f the Macedonian (Pellaea) people 

of Canopus as a lucky race, who l i v e d by the wide and standing 

f l o o d waters of N i l e and who went the round of t h e i r own 

farmlands m l i t t l e p ainted boats. Ovid, too, mentioned ' 

Canopus, when he i n f a c t meant the c i t y o f Ale x a n d r i a , ̂ 1 0 7 °\n 

con t r a s t w i t h the C a p i t o l , which r e f e r r e d t o Rome. Indeed 

Canopus was f r e q u e n t l y mentioned by the Roman w r i t e r s i n s t e a d of 

Alexandria, the Ptolemaic C a p i t a l of Egypt. The circumstances, 

i n which the word Canopus was used, when Egypt and Rome were on 

bad terms, i n d i c a t e i n my view, t h a t the purpose of the Roman 
a 

w r i t e r s , was p o l i t i c a l propaganda against Egypt. This i s why they 

used Canopus, w i t h i t s n o torious r e p u t a t i o n as f a r as the 

c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s are concerned, t o slander Egypt. 

Canopus was again used by the very h o s t i l e propogandist 

and the most b l i s t e r i n g s a t i r i s t , P r opertius m the place of 

Alexandria. Propertius spoke of Cleopatra the h a r l o t queen of the 
l\ (107d) incestuous Canopus " m c e s t i m e r e t r i x regina Canopi". 
(108) 

Strabo had more t o say about Canopus. He not only described 

the s i t e of the town but also the l i f e of i t s people. I n t h i s 

(107a) V e r g i l , Georg. V I . 287, 289. 

(107b) Ovid, Metam, XV. 628. 

(107c) c f . A b d u l l a t i f A. A l l , Egypt and the Roman Empire i n the 
L i g h t Of Papyr i , p.32 n.5. (Arabic: Cairo 1960). 

(107d) P r o p e r t i u s , I I I . 11.39. (108) Strabo, 17.1.17. 
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connection he t o l d us t h a t "Canobus xs a cxty s i t u a t e d at a 
distance of one hundred and twenty s t a d i a (16 R. miles) from 
Alexandria, i f one goes on f o o t , and was named a f t e r Canobus, 
the p i l o t of Menelaus, who died t h e r e , I t contains the temple of 
Sarapi$, which i s honoured w i t h great reverence and e f f e c t s such 
cures t h a t even the most reputable men b e l i e v e i n i t and sleep i n 
i t - themselves on t h e i r own behalf or others f o r them. Some 
w r i t e r s go on t o record the cures, and others the v i r t u e s of the 
oracles t h e r e . " This i s the serious p a r t of the Canopic l i f e as 
Strabo c a r e f u l l y observed. But he also observed there the other 
side of the Canobic l i f e f o r which t h i s town, as we s a i d , was 
known. I mean here the l i f e of merry-making, l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , and 
r e v e l r y . On t h i s p o i n t Strabo added t o what he s a i d before 
"But t o balance a l l t h i s ( i . e . the r e l i g i o u s and serious l i f e ) 

(10' 

the crowd of r e v e l l e r s who go down from Alexandria by the canal 

t o the p u b l i c f e s t i v a l s ; f o r every day and every n i g h t i s crowded 

w i t h people on the boats who play the f l u t e and dance w i t h o u t 

r e s t r a i n t and w i t h extreme l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , both men and women, and 

also w i t h the people of Canobus i t s e l f , who have r e s o r t s s i t u a t e d 

close t o the canal and adapted t o r e l a x a t i o n and merry-making of 

t h i s k i n d " . 

(109) Schedia canal, which leads from the Canopic mouth t o 
Ale x a n d r i a . 
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y/vvat(sc3\), TOJV V e v a*5 ToG j<£*v^/$v (<^^yoj^a^ 

r ^ rot <KVT^S aVefLv (<HA €V M^CHV 

Seneca j o i n e d Strabo m t e l l i n g us about the l i f e of 

merry-making at Canopus, w h i l e overlooking the serious and 

solemn side of the Canopic l i f e , as Strabo honestly described 

before. At any r a t e , Seneca s a i d ^ " 1 " ^ "Therefore, i f he ( i . e . 

the wise man) i s contemplating withdrawal from the w o r l d , he w i l l 

not s e l e c t Canopus (although Canopus does not keep any man 

l i v i n g simply. At Canopus l u x u r y pampers i t s e l f t o the utmost 

degree;)" But nothing could, however, be more i n s u l t i n g t o the 

people of Canopus than the words of the obviously h o s t i l e the 

Roman Lucan (Pharsdlia v i n 538-544) when he described them as 

effeminate. One cannot help but describe i t as nothing but a 

biased and pre j u d i c e d statement. Canopus was also mentioned by 

(110) Seneca (Lucius Annaeus), E p i s t . Moral. L I . 3. 
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P l i n y ^ 1 1 ^ , who sa i d t h a t the Canopic mouth of the N i l e , one of 

the seven best known mouths, was c a l l e d a f t e r i t ; and by 

Tacitus ̂ ^^who s t a t e d t h a t Germanicus ( t h e nephew of the 

Emperor T i b e r i u s ) m h i s i t i n e r a r y throughout Egypt (A.D. 19), 

which was disapproved (by the Emperor), s a i l e d up the N i l e 

s t a r t i n g from the town of Canopus - founded by the Spartans i n 

memory of the helmsman so named, who was buri e d there i n the days 

when Menelaus, homeward bound f o r Greece, was blown t o a d i s t a n t 

sea and the Libyan ( A f r i c a n ) coast. 

From T a c i t u s ' statement about Canopus we observe t h a t 

he d i d not mention anything at a l l about the Canopic l i f e . About 

T a c i t u s ' statement t h a t Canopus was founded by the Spartans, 

when accompanied by Menel^us, and t h a t i t was c a l l e d a f t e r the 

helmsman, who was b u r i e d t h e r e , one i s not so sure whether t h i s 

statement, which was also mentioned by Strabo, has any v a l i d i t y . 

One also does not know from which source Tacitus acquired h i s 

i n f o r m a t i o n . Even modern scholars, seem not q u i t e sure about the 

o r i g i n of Canopuso Gardiner f o r instance, t e l l s u s ^ 1 3 ^ t h a t 

"Brugsch conjectured t h a t Gnp, mentioned once m connection w i t h 

the V l l t h nome, was a w r i t i n g of the Greek place-name 

Canopus, though the Egyptian equivalent was P r - g w ^ t i * , found i n 

demotic only; however, t h i s guess i s too u n c e r t a i n t o be of great 

(111) P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. (112) T a c i t u s , Annal. I I . 60. 

(113) Gardiner, o p . c i t . p. 162. 
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s e r v i c e . 

The l i f e of pleasure and merrymaking of Canopus, i s 

f u r t h e r supported by the modern scholar Bevan, ̂ "''^who quotes 

Strabo*s observations above-mentioned. One could imagine from 

what the c l a s s i c a l authors sa i d about the Canopic l i f e , which, as 

ve sa i d before, was p r o v e r b i a l t h a t i t must have seemed t o them 

as the P a r i s i a n l i f e o f our own era about which we hear q u i t e a 

l o t , though one cannot t e s t i f y such a statement through l a c k of 

personal observations. 

On the Mediterranean coast of Egypt there are two 

towns very important m Egyptian h i s t o r y p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e i r 

s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n s . These two towns were known t o the c l a s s i c a l 

authors as Paraetonium (mod. Marsa Matrouh) and Pelusium (mod. 

Tell-el-Farama). 

Paraetonium i s s i t u a t e d on the western s e c t i o n of the 

northern coast of Egypt and Pelusium on the east, more 

p r e c i s e l y on the n o r t h eastern corner of the t r i a n g u l a r i s l a n d 

known as the D e l t a . 

The town of Paraetonium was mentioned by several 

c l a s s i c a l authors; by the L a t i n poet O v i d ^ 1 ^ ; by Diodorus^''""1'^, 

(114) E. Bevan, o p . c i t , p. 97 

(115) Ovid, Metam. IX. 773. 

(116) Diod. I . 31. 
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(117) by Strabo, who described the northern coast between 

Catabathmos (mod. El-Salloum) on the west t o Alexandria on the 

east. I n between i s s i t u a t e d Paraetonium, the distance from 

which t o Catabathmos, according t o Strabo, i f one s a i l s i n a 

s t r a i g h t course, i s nine hundred s t a d i a (120 R. miles or 167 

k i l o m e t r e s ) , and t h a t from which t o Alexandria i s about t h i r t e e n 

hundred s t a d i a (C.173 R. miles or 241 k i l o m e t r e s ) . I n B a l l ' s 
(118)a 

o p i n i o n these distances are sh o r t e r than the t r u t h by some 

f i f t e e n per cent, and s i x per cent, r e s p e c t i v e l y , the s h o r t e s t 

a c t u a l distance by sea from Sallum (Catabathmos) t o Marsa 

Matrouh (Paraetonium) being about 203 kilometres or 1,094 s t a d i a , 

and t h a t from Marsa Matrouh t o Alexandria (by a s e r i e s of 

s t r a i g h t courses from Ras Alam el-Rum t o Ras el-Hikma, thence t o 

Ras el-Daba'a, and thence s t r a i g h t across the Arab Gulf t o 

Alexandria) about 257 kilometres or 1,387 s t a d i a . 

About Paraetonium i t s e l f Strabo t o l d us t h a t " i t i s a 

c i t y and la r g e harbour of about f o r t y s t a d i a ( s l i g h t l y over 5 miles 

i n c i r c u i t ) . Some c a l l the c i t y of Paraetonium, but others 

Ammonia". Paraetonium was also mentioned by P l i n y . ( 1 1 ^ a 

(117) Strabo, 17.1.14. 

(118a) J. B a l l , Egypt i n the C l a s s i c a l Geographers, p.67. 

(118b) I t might have received t h a t name from the f a c t t h a t i t was one 
s t a r t i n g p o i n t s f o r journeys l e a d i n g t o Siwa Oasis where the 
famous or a c l e of Ammon was s i t u a t e d . See n. 119 b. i n f r a . 

(119a) P l i n y , N.H. v. 39. 
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Thus the c l a s s i c a l authors i n general overlooked the 

importance of Paraetonium as defence l i n e against i n t r u d e r s who 

e i t h e r came by land from the west or by sea from the Mediterranean, 

Instead, several of the c l a s s i c a l authors mentioned Pharos and 

Alexandria as defending Egypt against enemies from the sea. 

Paraetonium was one s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r journeys t o 

the Siwah Oasis, Ammon Zues, as Strabo himself r i g h t l y 
, ,(119b) 1 n , „ (119c) i n d i c a t e d . I t may w e l l have been a Greek c i t y . 

Pelusium, on the other hand, received the l i o n ' s 

share from the c l a s s i c a l authors. I t s p o s i t i o n , geographical 

f e a t u r e s , i t s r e l a t i o n w i t h the N i l e and i t s s t r a t e g i c importance 

f o r the defence of Egypt were a l l discussed m one way or the 

other and here and there by some of the c l a s s i c a l w r i t e r s . 

Pelusium has always been the f o r t r e s s , which defended Egypt against 

i t s invaders from the East. I f i t r e s i s t s the enemy, then Egypt 

i s safe, and i f i t f a l l s , then Egypt i s m danger. Thus the 

author of 'De B e l l o Alexandrine * i n d i c a t e d i t s s t r a t e g i c a l p o s i t i o n 

as a defence l i n e on the Mediterranean where he informed us t h a t 

'Pharos and Pelusium are regarded as the keys, as i t were, t o the 

defence of the whole of Egypt, Pelusium guarding the overland 

(119b) Strabo, 17.1.43. 

(119c) Jones, C i t i e s of The Eastern Roman Empire, p. 307; c f . 
also R e s t o v t z e f f , S o c i a l and Economic H i s t o r y of the 
H e l l e n i s t i c World, V o l . I , p. 265. 
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approach (from the E a s t ) , as Pharos defends the seaward 

one, Another L a t i n author, Qumtus Curtius (Rufus) 

s t a t e d ^ 1 ^ 1 ^ t h a t 'Amyntas, a Greek general, deserted from 

Alexander t o the Persians - departed t o Egypt, having captured 

Pelusium ( T e l l el-Farama), he moved h i s forces on t o Memphis'. 
(122) 

The same author also s a i d t h a t Alexander entered Egypt also 

from Pelusium, then marched on t o Memphis*. So we see t h a t 

every foe, who t r i e s t o invade Egypt from the east, i s bound t o 

enter i t from Pelusium. I t i s f o r t h i s reason, however, t h a t 

the r u l e r s of Egypt, n a t i o n a l s or a l i e n s , have always f o r t i f i e d 

t h i s region and have s t a t i o n e d strong garrisons t h e r e t o defend 
i t . A modern scholar, H. Kees, supports t h i s view when he 

(123) 

says t h a t under the Ptolemies the eastern f r o n t i e r was s t i l l 

a scene of unrest. Then, however, Paraetonium (Marsa Matruh) i n 

the west and Pelusxum i n the east were the corner stones of the 

country's defence - the Romans g r a p h i c a l l y c a l l e d them cornua. 

At these p o i n t s Greek commanders kept watch over the f r o n t i e r s * . 
(124) 

Pelusium was also mentioned by Diodorus, who, as we s a i d before 
(125) 

spoke of the legendary King Sesoosis and h i s achievements 
(120) ( J u l i u s Caesar) de B e l l . Alex. 26. 

(121) Quintus Curtius (Rufus), H i s t o r y of Alexander, i v . 1. 30. 

(122) Quintus Curtius (Rufus), o p . c i t . IV. v n . 3,4. 

(123) H. Kees, Ancient Egypt, A C u l t u r a l Topography, pp. 205,206. 

(124) See p. 195 (125) Diod. I . 57. 
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x n c l u d x n g t h e w a l l , whxch he e r e c t e d f r o m Memphxs t o P e l u s i u m . 

I n a n o t h e r p l a c e Dxodorus spoke o f Pelusxum and x t s neighbo u r h o o d 

xn g r e a t e r d e t a x l . He j o i n e d b o t h t h e a u t h o r o f t h e book 

e n t x t l e d 'De B e l l o A l e x a n d r i n o * and Quxntus C u r t x u s ( R u f u s ) xn 

p o x n t i n g o u t t h e s t r a t e g x c p o s x t x o n o f Pelusxum x t s i m p o r t a n c e as 

t h e f r o n t l x n e f o r d e f e n c e o f Eg y p t , and t h e d x f f x c u l t y o f 
(12i 

approachxng Egypt f r o m t h a t p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y . He i n f o r m e d us 

o f how "Ochus t h e K i n g o f t h e P e r s i a n s m h i s march t o i n v a d e 

Egypt came a c r o s s t h e marshes known as t h e B a r a t h r a o r P i t s w h i c h 

D i o d o r u s d e s c r i b e d e l a b o r a t e l y i n h i s F i r s t Book ( I . 3 0 ) , and t o 

w h i c h we r e f e r r e d e a r l i e r i n t h i s t h e s i s . W h i l e c r o s s i n g t h e s e 

marshy p i t s t h e K i n g l o s t a p o r t i o n o f h i s army. Havi n g passed 

t h r o u g h t h e B a r a t h r a w i t h h i s army t h e K i n g came t o P e l u s i u m , w h i c h 

i s a c i t y a t t h e f i r s t mouth ( i . e . f r o m t h e e a s t , known as t h e 

P e l u s i a c mouth) a t w h i c h t h e N i l e debouches i n t o t h e sea. 

D i o d o r u s , t h e n , went on t o d e s c r i b e how t h e P e r s i a n s encamped a 

s h o r t d i s t a n c e f r o m P e l u s i u m , w h i l e t h e Greeks t h e n t h e a l l i e s o f 

t h e E g y p t i a n s , encamped c l o s e t o t h e town i t s e l f , w h i l e t h e 

E g y p t i a n s m t h e meantxme were busy f o r t x f y x n g Pelusxum d u r x n g t h e 

t r u c e a l l o w e d by t h e P e r s i a n s " . I n t h i s c o n n e c t x o n Dxodorus saxd 

t h a t " t h e E g y p t i a n s had a l r e a d y f o r t i f i e d w e l l a l l t h e mouths o f 

(126) D i o d . X V I . 46. 
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t h e N i l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e one near P e l u s i u m because i t was t h e 

f x r s t and t h e most a d v a n t a g e o u s l y s i t u a t e d " . P e l u s i u m and i t s 
( 1 2 7 ) 

s u r r o u n d i n g s were a l s o d e s c r i b e d by S t r a b o who, l i k e 

D i o d o r u s b e f o r e h i m , mentioned t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e g i o n o f 

P e l u s i u m had marshes, known as B a r a t h r a o r P i t s and muddy ponds 

and t h a t f r o m t h a t d i r e c t i o n Egypt i s d i f f i c u l t t o e n t e r . 

P e l u s i u m , a c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o , o c c u p i e s a s i t e on t h e P e l u s i a c 

mouth, and i t i s s i t u a t e d a t t h e e x t r e m i t y o f A r a b i a , a name 

g i v e n t o t h e c o u n t r y between t h e N i l e and t h e Red Sea, and i t i s 

a l s o s i t u a t e d on t h e n o r t h e r n end o f t h e i s t h m u s between t h e 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n and t h e G u l f o f H e r o o n o p o l i s ( i . e . G u l f o f Suez). 

I t was a l s o a t e r m i n u s o f a l a n d r o u t e between t h e Red Sea and t h e 

G u l f o f Suez. 

The s e t t l e m e n t o f P e l u s i u m , S t r a b o added, l i e s a t a 

d i s t a n c e o f more t h a n t w e n t y s t a d i a ( s l i g h t l y over l\ m i l e s ) f r o m 

t h e sea, and i t has i t s name f r o m t h e fT#j\ a 9 ( i . e . mud) and 

t h e muddy ponds. The e t y m o l o g i c a l name o f P e l u s i u m , as g i v e n by 

S t r a b o , sounds v e r y p l a u s i b l e , b u t c o u l d i t n o t be t h a t i t came 

as a r e s u l t o f t h e s i m i l a r i t y o f sound between i t and t h e 
(128) 

E g y p t i a n word Pi-Racmesse ( t h e w a t e r o f Remesses) w h i c h was 

t h e name o f t h e mouth o f t h e N i l e a d j a c e n t t o P e l u s i u m , r a t h e r 

( 127) S t r a b o , 17.1.17. 

(128) G a r d i n e r , Onomastica, V o l . I I . p. 168 f f . 
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t h a n i t came f r o m t h e Greek fff^fi^ as S t r a b o s t a t e d ? P e l u s i u m 
(129) 

was a l s o mentioned by P l i n y who s a i d t h a t i t was one o f t h e 

s e v e r a l towns i n t h e D e l t a w h i c h gave i t s name t o t h e eas t e r n m o s t 

mouth o f t h e N i l e , t h e P e l u s i a c m o u t h ^ ^ ^ w h i c h s e p a r a t e d t h e 
(131) 

l o w e r p a r t o f Egypt o r t h e D e l t a f r o m A r a b i a P e t r a e a . 

Besides t h e c i t i e s , towns and i m p o r t a n t v i l l a g e s 

above mentioned t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l o t h e r s w o r t h y o f c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

w h i c h a r e a l s o mentioned by some o f t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s . Among 
(1 3 2 ) 

t h e s e we f i n d Catabathmus (mod. e l - S a l t u m ) w h i c h g a i n e d i t s 
r e p u t a t i o n f r o m b e i n g Egypt's westernmost town on t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n 

c o a s t and as m a r k i n g t h e f r o n t i e r o f Egypt w i t h C y r e n a i c a ; 
(133) 

S a i s (Sa e l - H a g a r ) , w h i c h S t r a b o q u i t e c o r r e c t l y r e f e r r e d t o 

as t h e m e t r o p o l i s o f t h e l o w e r c o u n t r y ( t h e D e l t a and i t s 
s u r r o u n d i n g s ) (^ £ « j,"$y p rjrjoo 7Toh 19 K*Tu^) . For i t was 
t h e c a p i t a l c i t y o f K i n g Psammeticulus I ( 6 6 3 - 6 0 9 ) , who e x p e l l e d 

t h e A s s y r i a n s and founded t h e XX V I t h Dynasty w h i c h r u l e s Egypt 
(134) 

f r o m S a i s between 663-523 B.C. I n d e e d , S t r a b o q u i t e c o r r e c t l y 

s a i d t h a t Psammitichus tomb ( l i k e t h e r e s t o f t h e tombs o f t h e 

k i n g s o f t h a t d y n a s t y ) , was t o be f o u n d i n t h e te m p l e o f A t h e n a , 

( 1 2 9 ) P l i n y , N.H. v . 68. (130) P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. 

(131) P l i n y , N.H. v. 48. 

(132) S a l l u s t , J u g u r t h a , x i x . 3; S t r a b o , 17.1.14; P l i n y , N.H. v. 32,39, 
(133) D i o d . I . 28; S t r a b o , 17.1.18; P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. 
(134) E. D r i o t o n and J . V a n d i e r , L'Egypte, p.574 f f 8 4 t h ed. 1962; 

A D i e t , o f E g y p t . C i v i l , p. 24 g.s.v. S a i t e P e r i o d . 

( 1 3 5 ) A D i e t o f Egypt. C i v i l , l o c . c i t . 
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t h e Greek e q u i v a l e n t t o t h e E g y p t i a n Goddess N e i t h w h i c h , 
(136) 

a c c o r d i n g t o S t r a b o , was w o r s h i p p e d i n S a i s . P l i n y , t o o , 

m e n t i o n e d ( 1 ^ a ) S a i s among t h e towns o f t h e D e l t a and Pomponius 

M e l a ^ ^ ^ c o n s i d e r e d i t among t h e most c e l e b r a t e d towns o f 

Egypt and he s a i d i t was s i t u a t e d a t a d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e sea 

( i . e . The M e d i t e r r a n e a n ) . 
I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e D e l t a a l s o i s s i t u a t e d B u s i r i s , 

(now Abu S i r Bana) t h e home o f O s i r i s , most p o t e n t o f a l l t h e 
(138) 

gods. D i o d o r u s i n h i s account about t h e o r i g i n o f t h e 

w o r s h i p o r c o n s e c r a t i o n o f t h e A p i s B u l l gave t h e f o l l o w i n g 

r e a s o n f o r t h i s w o r s h i p : "some say t h a t when O s i r i s d i e d a t t h e 

hands o f Typhon ( t h e E g y p t i a n S e t h ) I s i s c o l l e c t e d t h e members o f 

h i s body and p u t them i n an ox ( B o u s ) , made o f wood c o v e r e d over 

w i t h f i n e l i n e n and because o f t h i s t h e c i t y was c a l l e d B o u s i r i s 
( 139) 

Q\?6( p i ? ) " • T h i s i s s u r e l y a f a b u l o u s s t o r y , as i t 

m i g h t have been one o f many s t o r i e s c i r c u l a t i n g around i n a n c i e n t 

E g y p t . For how c o u l d t h e E g y p t i a n s use t h e Greek word Bous t o 

c a l l t h e i r god, even i f t h e s t o r y o f t h e encasement o f t h e body 

o f O s i r i s had[been in[ an o x - h i d e . T h e r e f o r e one must l o o k f o r 

some o t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e o r i g i n o f t h e appellation'",,' 1 

(136) A D i e t , o f Egy p t . C i v i l , l o c . c i t . J . Manchip^ o p . c i t . p.32. 

(137a) P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. (137b) Pomponius Mela, o p . c i t . I . i x . 60. 

(138) J.M. W h i t e , o p . c i t . p.32. 

(139) D i o d . I . 85. 
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As a m a t t e r o f f a c t t h e town was t h e home o f O s i r x s , as we s a i d 

b e f o r e . I t i s n o t t h e r e f o r e e n t i r e l y u n t r u e t h a t t h e p l a c e had 

r e c e i v e d i t s name f r o m i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e c u l t o f O s i r i s , 

I t i s h e r e t h a t we d i s c o v e r , as i n many s i m i l a r cases, t h a t t h e 

Greek B» V<T<-p4'''" i s a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y t a k e n f r o m t h e E g y p t i a n 

P r - w s i r - n b Qdw, 'the House o f O s i r i s , l o r d o f D j e d u ' , w h i c h i s 

s h o r t e n e d t o P r - w s i r , 'House o f O s i r i s ' a name a l s o s u r v i v e d i n 

A s s y r i a n P u s i r u , i n C o p t i c B o y c j p l , where t h e A r a b i c e q u i v a l e n t i s 

g i v e n a s _ j - * * / ^ <rf j«a f\ ' B u s i r * o r A b u s i r . ^ 1 ^ 0 ^ S t r a b o a l s o 

m e n t i o n e d t h e c i t y o f B u s i r a s and t h e B u s i r i t e Nome. He r e l a t e d a 

l i t t l e s t o r y i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e name B u s i r i s . I n t h i s s t o r y 

S t r a b o s a i d t h a t ' a c c o r d i n g t o E r a t o s t h e n e s , t h e e x p u l s i o n o f 

f o r e i g n e r s i s common t o a l l b a r b a r i a n s , and y e t t h e E g y p t i a n s a r e 

condemned f o r t h i s f a u l t because o f t h e myths w h i c h have been 

c i r c u l a t e d about B u s i r i s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e B u s i r i t e Nome, 

s i n c e t h e l a t e r w r i t e r s w i s h f a l s e l y t o m a l i g n t h e i n h o s p i t a l i t y 

o f t h i s p l a c e , a l t h o u g h by heavens, no k i n g o r t y r a n t named 

B u s i r i s ever e x i s t e d ; and, E r a t o s t h e n e s s a y s , t h e Poet's (Homer) 

words a r e a l s o c o n s t a n t l y c i t e d - " t o go t o Egypt, l o n g and p a i n f u l 

j o u r n e y " - t h e want o f h a r b o u r s c o n t r i b u t i n g v e r y much t o t h i s 

o p i n i o n , and a l s o t h e f a c t t h a t even t h e h a r b o u r w h i c h Egypt d i d 

have, t h e one a t Pharos, gave no acce s s , b u t was guarded by 

(140 ) c f . G a r d i n e r , Onomastica, V o l I I . pp. 176, 177. 

(141) S t r a b o , 17.1.19. 
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shepherds who were p i r a t e s and who a t t a c k e d t h o s e who t r i e d t o 

b r i n g s h i p s t o anchor t h e r e * . Here we see a n o t h e r c u r r e n t 

f a b u l o u s s t o r y about B u s i r i s , w h i c h m a l i g n a n t l y and f a l s e l y 

stampedes i n h o s p i t a b l e t o f o r e i g n e r s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o 
(142) 

n o t i c e t h a t D i o d o r u s r e c o r d e d a s i m i l a r s t o r y c o n c e r n i n g 

O s i r i s ' t r e a c h e r o u s murder by h i s b r o t h e r S e t h , t h e Greek Typhon, 

and how t h e l a t t e r was d e p i c t e d r e d m c o l o u r . F o r t h e r e a s o n 

r e d oxen as w e l l as r e d men, because o f t h e i r resemblance t o 

Typhon, were s a c r i f i c e d , as t h e y say, m a n c i e n t t i m e s by t h e 

k i n g s a t t h e tomb o f O s i r i s ; however, D i o d o r u s added, o n l y a few 

E g y p t i a n s a r e now ( b y h i s t i m e ) f o u n d r e d i n c o l o u r ( i . e . R e d 

s k i n n e d ) , b u t t h e m a j o r i t y o f such a r e n o n - E g y p t i a n s , and t h i s i s 

why t h e s t o r y s p r e a d among t h e Greeks o f t h e s l a y i n g o f 

f o r e i g n e r s by B u s i r i s , a l t h o u g h B u s i r i s was n o t t h e name o f t h e 

k i n g b u t o f t h e tomb o f O s i r i s , w h i c h i s c a l l e d t h a t i n t h e 

language o f t h e l a n d ( P r - w ^ s i r , t h a t i s 'House o f O s i r i s ' ) . We can 

see, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e two v e r s i o n s o f t h e two 

a u t h o r s about t h e B u s i r i t e myth a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m each o t h e r , 
(143) 

t h e y convey t h e same i d e a , P l i n y a l s o m e n t i o n e d B u s i r i s 

among t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e towns o f Lower Egypt. 

(142) D i o d . I . 88. 

(143) P l i n y , N.H. v . 64. 
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I n t h e c e n t r a l D e l t a xs a l s o s i t u a t e d Mendes, ( T e l l -

el-Rub') t h e c e n t r e f o r t h e w o r s h i p o f t h e ram-headed god Khnum. 
(144) 

I t was m e n t i o n e d by Di o d o r u s as a p l a c e where t h e g o a t was 
l (145) 

h e l d i n honour; S t r a b o who s a i d t h a t a t Mendes t h e y 
w o r s h i p p e d Pan and, among a n i m a l s , a he*goat and, as P i n d a r s a y s ^ ^ ^ 

( 1 4 7 ) 

t h e he g o a t s have i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h women t h e r e . "Mendes, 

a l o n g t h e c r a g o f t h e sea, f a r t h e r m o s t h o r n o f t h e N i l e , where 

t h e g o a t - m o u n t i n g h e - g o a t s ^ have i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h women". Mendes 
(148) 

was a l s o m entioned by P l i n y among t h e towns o f t h e D e l t a 

t h a t gave t h e i r names t o t h e mouths o f t h e N i l e . _ 

The two c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s o f o u r p e r i o d , D i o d o r u s and 

S t r a b o , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s Herodotus and t o a 

c e r t a i n e x t e n t P i n d a r , agreed t h a t Mendes was t h e p l a c e f o r t h e 

w o r s h i p o r c o n s e c r a t i o n o f t h e h e - g o a t . S t r a b o , moreover, s t a t e d 

c l e a r l y t h a t i n Mendes t h e y w o r s h i p p e d Pan. And as we know t h e 

Greeks i m p l i c i t l y i d e n t i f y Pan w i t h t h e E g y p t i a n god o f f e r t i l i t y , 
( 1 4 9) 

M i n , t h e p a t r o n o f Ekhmin and Coptos ( Q i f t ) . T h i s i s a l s o 

(144) D i o d . I . 84. (145) S t r a b o , 17.1.19. 

(146) F r a g . 201 ( 2 1 5 ) , Schroeder. 

(147) See Hdt ( n . 4 6 ) , who a l s o says t h a t " i n t h e E g y p t i a n 
language b o t h t h e he-goat and Pan a r e c a l l e d 'Mendes'." 

(148) P l i n y , l o c . c i t . 

( 149) D i o d . I . 18. 
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s u p p o r t e d by modern s c h o l a r s . On t h e o t h e r hand modern 
s c h o l a r s t e l l us t h a t xn Mendes, Khnum, t h e ram-headed god 
was worshxpped. How t h e n can we r e c o n c x l e t h e s e d i v e r g e n t and 
t h e a l m o s t c o n t r a d x c t o r y s t a t e m e n t s ? Does t h e f a c t t h a t M i n 
(Pan) and Khnum were t h e gods o f f e r t x l x t y and l i f e - g x v i n g , have 
a n y t h i n g t o do w i t h t h x s c o n f u s x o n i n whxch t h e c l a s s x c a l 
a u t h o r s have f a l l e n ? I n d e e d , D x o d o r u s i n hxs account on 
t h e E g y p t i a n r e l i g i o n , c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h we s h a l l have something 
t o say l a t e r , p o i n t e d ^ t o t h e e x i s t e n c e o f such c o n f u s i o n . 

On t h e e a s t e r n s i d e o f Lhe D e l t a , near Lake M e n z e l l a h , 

i s s i t u a t e d T a n i s (San e l - H a g a r ) . I must c o n f e s s h e r e t h a t when 

I was studyingj>£fej a n c i e n t E g y p t i a n h x s t o r y a t s c h o o l many o f us 

who wBre t h e n p u p i l s had almost always c o n f u s e d T a n i s w i t h S a i s , 

o r r a t h e r t h e i r modern A r a b i c names San el-Hagar and Sa el-Hagar 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Though T a n i s was n o t mentxoned a t a l l by D i o d o r u s x t 

seems t o have been a v e r y x m p o r t a n t town xn Greco-Roman Egypt^* 1"^^, 
(154) 

F o r S t r a b o n o t o n l y mentioned t h a t T a n x t x c mouth, w h i c h some 

(150) A D x c t . o f Egypt. C i v i l , p. 170 s.v. M i n . 

(151) J.M. W h i t e , o p . c i t . p. 32. 

(152) D i o d . I . 25. 

(153) c f . A D i e t , o f Egyp t . C i v i l , p. 279. s.v. T a n i s . 

(154) S t r a b o , 17.1.20. 
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c a l l e d S a i t x c , and t h e T a n i t i c Nome, b u t he a l s o d e s c r i b e d T a n i s , 

as a l a r g e c i t y i n t h e nome ( t o w h i c h i t gave i t s name). P l i n y 
(155) 

a l s o mentioned T a n i s among t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e towns i n t h e 

r e g i o n o f t h e l o w e r p a r t s o f t h e N i l e ( i . e . Lower E g y p t ) , w h i c h 

gave t h e i r names t o t h e seven b e s t known mouths o f t h e N i l e . 

(155) P l i n y , N.H. v. 64. 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

THE THREE FAMOUS CAPITALS OF EGYPT 

THE MAIN CITIES 

I n t h e p r e v i o u s pages we have s u r v e y e d t h e v a s t 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t towns o f a n c i e n t Egypt as t h e y 

were conveyed t o us by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s o f our p e r i o d . 

We have, however, l e f t o u t p u r p o s e l y t h r e e m a j o r c i t i e s , o f 

w h i c h we a r e g o i n g t o speak i n g r e a t d e t a i l . These t h r e e 

c i t i e s , i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o r d e r , a r e Memphis, Thebes and 

A l e x a n d r i a . 

Why do we s i n g l e t h e s e t h r e e c i t i e s o u t o f a l l t h e 

o t h e r s ? F i r s t o f a l l , t h e s e t h r e e were c o n s i d e r e d by t h e 

c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s t o be t h e most i m p o r t a n t c i t i e s i n a n c i e n t 

Egypt. F or t h i s r e a s o n D i o d o r u s and S t r a b o d e s c r i b e d them a t a 

g r e a t e r l e n g t h . P l i n y a l s o had a l o t t o say about A l e x a n d r i a . 

Modern s c h o l a r s a l s o cannot d i s a g r e e w i t h t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e a t t a c h e d t o t h e s e t h r e e c i t i e s , 

f o r one rea s o n a t l e a s t t h a t each was once t h e c a p i t a l o f Egypt. 

A n o t h e r t h i n g t o be s t r e s s e d h e r e i s t h a t m t h e Greco-Roman 

e r a we have a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g p i c t u r e o f t h e t h r e e c i t i e s . As 

we l o o k a t t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e t h r e e towns i n t h a t e r a , we see 

Thebes i n r u i n s , Memphis was no l o n g e r t h e c a p i t a l o f Egypt, as 
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A l e x a n d r i a had a l r e a d y t a k e n over such an honour; i n s t e a d we f i n d 

t h a t Memphis was t h e second c i t y i n Egypt a f t e r A l e x a n d r i a ; and 

t h a t A l e x a n d r i a was perhaps t h e l a r g e s t c i t y o f t h e w o r l d a t t h a t 

t i m e . A t h i r d f a c t i s t h a t t h e t h r e e c i t i e s a r e s i t u a t e d q u i t e 

a p a r t f r o m each o t h e r , m t h r e e d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s i n t h e 

c o u n t r y ; Thebes i s s i t u a t e d i n Upper Egypt, Memphis between Upper 

and Lower Egypt, and A l e x a n d r i a on t h e c o a s t o f Lower Egy p t . I n 

t h e f o l l o w i n g pages we a r e g o i n g t o speak o f t h e t h r e e c i t i e s a t 

l e n g t h and i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o r d e r , t h a t i s i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l 

r o l e s as c a p i t a l s o f E g y p t . 

Memphis ( M e i t R e h e i n a ) . 

Not f a r away f r o m C a i r o , t h e p r e s e n t c a p i t a l o f Egypt 

o r t h e U.A.R., b u t on t h e o p p o s i t e bank o f t h e N i l e , and n o t f a r 

f r o m t h e apex o f t h e D e l t a , b u t v e r y c l o s e t o t h e g r e a t Pyramids 

o f G i z a , i s Memphis, t h e a n c i e n t c a p i t a l o f E g y p t , a f t e r t h e two 

kingdoms o f E g y p t , Upper and Lower Egypt, had been u n i t e d by Mena. 

Under t h e Greco-Roman r u l e Memphis c o n t i n u e d t o be t h e s p i r i t u a l 

c a p i t a l o f t h a t c o u n t r y , d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t A l e x a n d r i a became 

t h e a c t u a l c a p i t a l c i t y . 

Memphis, moreover, was n o t o n l y a c a p i t a l b u t , l i k e 

o t h e r i m p o r t a n t towns, a l s o had a nome (Memphite Nome) named 

a f t e r i t o f w h i c h i t was a m e t r o p o l i s . The f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g 
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Memphis as h a v i n g been once t h e c a p i t a l o f Egypt, i t s fame, i t s 
p o s i t i o n as one o f t h e most c o n s i d e r a b l e c i t i e s o f E g y p t , were 
emphasized by a l m o s t a l l t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s who mentioned t h e 
c i t y . 

As a symbol o f i t s i m p o r t a n c e , Memphis was r e f e r r e d 

t o by some c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y by Roman a u t h o r s , when 

t h e y i n f a c t meant t h e whole c o u n t r y o f E g y p t ^ 1 ^ . Horace, f o r 
( 2 ) 

i n s t a n c e , spoke o f Memphis as a p l a c e w i t h o u t snow, when he 

meant t h e whole o f Egyp t . T h i s i s c l e a r f r o m Horace's s t a t e m e n t , 

f o r he mentioned Memphis t o g e t h e r w i t h Cyprus, w h i c h i s a c o u n t r y 

and n o t a town. A n o t h e r example i s t h a t o f t h e Roman a u t h o r 

Lucan, whose b l i s t e r i n g s a t i r e i s a c l e a r t e s t i m o n y o f t h e 

Roman's b i a s e d a t t i t u d e towards Egypt and t h e E g y p t i a n s . Lucan 

( 3 ) 

spoke o f Memphis t h e i d o l a t r o u s , because t h e E g y p t i a n s 

w o r s h i p p e d t h e B u l l A p i s , and o f Memphis t h e b a r b a r o u s , because 

o f Pompey's murder t h e r e . I n b o t h cases Lucan meant Egypt when 

he mentioned Memphis. 

On t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t Memphis had been i n t h e o l d days 

t h e c a p i t a l o f a n c i e n t Egypt and i t s paramount f o r t r e s s , one 

(1 ) c f . A b d u l l a t i f A. A l l , o p . c i t . p.34. n.2. 

( 2 ) Horace, Odes, I I I . x x v i . 9 - 10. 

( 3 ) M. Annaeus Lucanus ( L u c a n ) , C i v i l War V I I I , 477-479 & 
538-544. 
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observes f r o m t h e v a r i o u s accounts o f t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s on 

t h i s s u b j e c t t h a t t h e c i t y was n o t o f such g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e i n 

Greco-Roman e r a as i t was i n t h e P h a r a o n i c t i m e s . Thus i n h i s 

l e n g t h y b u t v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t , w h i c h i s c o m c i d e n t a l l y a 
( 4 ) 

m i x t u r e o f myths and f a c t s , D i o d o r u s s a i d t h a t "Memphis was 

founded by K i n g Uchoreus, t h e e i g h t h descendant o f K i n g Osymandyas 

(User-ma-Ra, t h a t i s Ramesses, I I ) . I t was t h e most renowned 

c i t y o f Egypt. For Uchoreus, chose t h e most f a v o u r a b l e s p o t i n 

a l l t h e l a n d , where t h e N i l e d i v i d e s i n t o branches t o f o r m t h e 

" D e l t a " , ... and t h e r e s u l t was t h a t t h e c i t y , e x c e l l e n t l y 

s i t u a t e d as i t was a t t h e g a t e s o f t h e D e l t a , c o n t i n u a l l y 

c o n t r o l l e d t h e commerce p a s s i n g i n t o Upper Egypt. Now he gave t h e 

c i t y a c i r c u m f e r e n c e o f one hundred and f i f t y s t a d i a (20 R. m i l e s ) 

and made i t r e m a r k a b l y s t r o n g and he adapted i t t o i t s purpose 

by c o n s t r u c t i n g embankments t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e c i L y t o s e r v e 

a g a i n s t t h e s w e l l i n g o f t h e N i l e and a l s o as a c i t a d e l a g a i n s t t h e 

a t t a c k s o f enemies by l a n d ; and a l l around t h e o t h e r s i d e s he dug 

a l a r g e and deep l a k e , w h i c h by t a k i n g up t h e f o r c e o f t h e r i v e r 

and o c c u p y i n g a l l t h e space about t h e c i t y e x c e p t where t h e s a i d 

embankment had been t h r o w n up, gave i t r e m a r k a b l e s t r e n g t h . And 

so h a p p i l y d i d t h e f o u n d e r o f t h e c i t y r e c k o n upon t h e 

s u i t a b i l i t y o f t h e s i t e t h a t p r a c t i c a l l y a l l subsequent k i n g s 

( 4 ) D i o d . I . 50. 



- 225 -

l e f t Thebes and e s t a b l i s h e d b o t h t h e i r p a l a c e s and o f f i c i a l 

r e s i d e n c e h e r e . Consequently f r o m t h i s t i m e Thebes began t o wane 

and Memphis t o i n c r e a s e , u n t i l t h e t i m e o f A l e x a n d e r ( t h e G r e a t ) 

t h e K i n g ; f o r a f t e r he had founded t h e c i t y on t h e sea w h i c h 

bears h i s name ( i . e . A l e x a n d r i a ) a l l t h e k i n g s o f Egypt a f t e r 

h im c o n c e n t r a t e d t h e i r i n t e r e s t on t h e development o f i t , " 

On t h e monuments o f t h e c i t y D i o d o r u s d i d n o t say 
( 5 ) 

much. He t o l d us t h a t K i n g Uchoreus b e s i d e s h i s a f o r e ­

m e ntioned w o r k s , e r e c t e d a p a l a c e , w h i c h , w h i l e n o t i n f e r i o r t o 

t h o s e o f o t h e r n a t i o n s , y e t was no match f o r t h e grandeur o f 

d e s i g n and l o v e o f t h e b e a u t i f u l shown by t h e k i n g s who preceded 

him", D i o d o r u s a l s o added t h a t " K i n g M o e r i s , who succeeded t o 

t h e t h r o n e o f Egypt t w e l v e g e n e r a t i o n s a f t e r Uchoreus, t h e f o u n d e r 

o f Memphis, b u i l t t h e n o r t h p r o p y l a e m t h e r e " . 

On t h e name o f Memphis D i o d o r u s i n f o r m e d us t h a t 

" i t was named, a c c o r d i n g t o some, a f t e r t h e d a u g h t e r o f t h e k i n g 

who founded i t , They t e l l t h e s t o r y t h a t she was l o v e d by t h e 

R i v e r N i l e , who had assumed t h e f o r m o f a b u l l , and gave b i r t h 

t o A e g y p t o s , a man famous among t h e p e o p l e o f Egypt f o r h i s v i r t u e , 

f r o m whom t h e e n t i r e l a n d r e c e i v e d i t s name ( i . e . E g y p t ) " 

( 5 ) D i o d . I . 5 1 . 
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I n t h i s account o f D i o d o r u s t h e r e a r e a few t h i n g s 

w o r t h y t o be p o i n t e d o u t . F i r s t o f a l l we o b serve t h a t D i o d o r u s 

c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s d e s c r i p t i o n m o s t l y on Memphis o f t h e Pharaohs 

and t h a t he p a i d v e r y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n I n d e e d t o t h e s t a t e o f 

a f f a i r s o f t h e c i t y i n h i s own t i m e . We a l s o n o t i c e t h a t he 

c o mmitted some g r o s s h i s t o r i c a l e r r o r s , e s p e c i a l l y when he spoke 

o f Memphis as f l o u r i s h i n g a t t h e expense o f Thebes. For i t i s a 

w e l l known f a c t t h a t t h e g l o r i o u s days o f Thebes were t o come 

many c e n t u r i e s a f t e r t h e e x i s t e n c e o f Memphis. Thus a modern 

s c h o l a r commenting on t h i s p o i n t t e l l us t h a t " i n common w i t h 

a l l t h e Greek w r i t e r s , D i o d o r u s knew n o t h i n g about t h e 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l development o f E g y p t i a n h i s t o r y . The g r e a t p e r i o d 

o f Thebes was t o come w i t h t h e E i g h t e e n t h D y n a s t y , a f t e r 1600 B.C., 

many c e n t u r i e s subsequent t o t h e f o u n d i n g o f Memphis". 

About t h e m y t h o l o g i c a l s t o r y r e l a t e d by D i o d o r u s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e o r i g i n o f t h e name o f t h e c i t y , we do n o t know t h e 

s o u r c e f r o m w h i c h D i o d o r u s d e r i v e d h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . T h i s s t o r y 

m i g h t have sounded c r e d i b l e and p l a u s i b l e t o h i s Greek r e a d e r s , 

b u t t o modern s c h o l a r s i t i s n o t so. The modern s c h o l a r G a r d i n e r 
( 7 ) 

t e l l s us m t h i s r e s p e c t t h a t 'Mnf*, 'Memphis', a s t r a n g e and 

( 6 ) C.H. O l d f a t h e r , D i o d o r u s L i b r a r y o f H i s t . , E d . ( L C . L ) . 
V o l . I , p. 179 n . l . 

( 7 ) G a r d i n e r , A n c i e n t E g y p t i a n Onomastica. V o l . I I . pp. 122, 123. 
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u n i q u e p e r v e r s i o n o f t h e normal w r i t i n g mn-nfr d o u b t l e s s 

r e f l e c t i n g t h e contemporary p r o n u n c i a t i o n , and c o m b i n i n g w i t h 

i t some r e c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e r a r e r a l t e r n a t i v e Inbw' ( t h e W a l l s ) 

and o f t h e name o f t h e nome * I n b - h d ' , 'The W h i t e W a l l ' , t h e 

f i r s t o f Lower Egypt, t h a t o f w h i c h Memphis was t h e c a p i t a l " . 

G a r d i n e r m h i s e x c e l l e n t a n a l y s i s c i t e d t h e v a r i o u s forms w h i c h 

t h e name 'Memphis' has t a k e n , m A s s y r i a n , C o p t i c , A r a b i c , 

L_Ja^> Menf and t h e Greek A7c-/W<f&/y . He t h e n goes on t o say 

t h a t "The name Mn-nfr i s d e r i v e d f r o m t h a t o f t h e p y r a m i d o f 

Piops I and o f t h e town w h i c h t h a t V l t h Dynasty K i n g b u i l t around 

i t ; t h e s e were c a l l e d Ppy-mn-nfr 'Phiops i s f i r m (3 y e s t a b l i s h e d ) 

and w e l l * , and s t o o d on t h e d e s e r t r i d g e o p p o s i t e t h e modern 

v i l l a g e o f « j Sakkarah, some 2.5 t o 3 km. due west o f M i t 

Rahmah where t h e temple o f Pt a h and o t h e r g r e a t temples were 

s i t u a t e d . The name Memphis as a p p l i e d t o t h e g r e a t c i t y c e n t r i n g 

around M i t Rahinah o c c u r s perhaps no e a r l i e r t h a n Dynasty X V I I I ; 

and i t may have been n o t l o n g b e f o r e t h a t d a t e t h a t t h e b u i l t - u p 

a r e a c r e p t o u t t o t h e s i t e o f Phiops I ' s p y r a m i d " . A n o t h e r 

modern s c h o l a r , H. Kees, s t a t e d t h a t " t h e c i t y o f Memphis was 

l a i d o u t a t t h e s t a r t o f Dynasty I ^ ^ a n d t h a t ' i t was t h e 
( 7 c ) 

c a p i t a l o f t h e O l d Kingdom*. 

(7b) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 24. ( 7 c ) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 27. 
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Besxdes D i o d o r u s many o t h e r s m entioned b u t r a t h e r 

b r i e f l y t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f Memphis as t h e p a s t P h a r a o n i c c a p i t a l 

o f E g y p t , and a l s o i t s p o s i t i o n as a f o r t r e s s f o r t h e d e f e n c e 

o f t h e c o u n t r y o f w h i c h i t was t h e c a p i t a l c i t y and i t s 

s t r a t e g i c a l p o s i t i o n i n peace and war. T h i s was s t r e s s e d by 
(8) 

D i o d o r u s h i m s e l f when he s a i d t h a t "Memphis was t h e most 

s t r a t e g i c a l l y s i t u a t e d o f t h e E g y p t i a n c i t i e s " , and Q u m t u s 

( 9 ) 

C u r t i u s ( R u f u s ) i m p l i c i t l y r e f e r r e d t o i t s s t r a t e g i c a l p o s i t i o n , 

as he m e n t i o n e d t h a t as soon as A l e x a n d e r and Egypt's o t h e r 

i n v a d e r s c a p t u r e d P e l u s i u m , t h e key town on t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n 

c o r n e r o f E g y p t , t h e y marched s t r a i g h t way towards Memphis. A g a i n 

o t h e r L a t i n a u t h o r s such as P l i n y a p p a r e n t l y a l s o r e f e r r i n g t o 

t h e P h a r a o n i c Memphis s a i d ^ ^ t h a t "Memphis, t h e f o r m e r c i t a d e l 

o f t h e k i n g o f Egypt". "Memphis, quondam a r x A e g y p t i regum". 

T a c i t u s s t a t e d ^ 1 " 1 " ^ t h a t "Memphis, once a famous c i t y and t h e 

b u l w a r k o f t h e E g y p t i a n c i t i e s " , "Memphim m c l u t a m o l i m e t 
( 1 2 ) 

v e t e r i s A e g y p t i columen". Pomponius Mela was o n l y c o n t e n t t o 

( 8 ) D i o d . XV. 43. 

( 9 ) Q u i n t u s C u r t i u s ( R u f u s ) , H i s t o f A l e x a n d e r , I V . i . 30. 

(10 ) P l i n y , Nvfl. v. 50. ( 1 1 ) T a c i t u s , H i s t , i v . 84. 

( 1 2 ) Pomponius Mela, C h o r o g r a p h i a , I . I X . 60. 
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c o u n t Memphxs among t h e most r e m a r k a b l e towns o f Egypt, 

The s t a t e m e n t t h a t Memphis was t h e f o r t r e s s o r 

c i t a d e l o f Egypt and t h a t i t was f o r t i f i e d and w e l l p r o t e c t e d 

was d o u b t e d by some modern s c h o l a r s . I n t h i s r e s p e c t Kees t o l d 
( 1 3 ) 

us t h a t " I n s p i t e o f i t s w a l l s Memphis was never a r e a l 

f o r t r e s s . I n a l l t h e many wars t h e E g y p t i a n s waged w i t h t h e 

E t h i o p i a n s , A s s y r i a n s and P e r s i a n s up t o t h e a r r i v a l o f 

A l e x a n d e r , t h i s i m p o r t a n t k e y - p o i n t a l m o s t i n v a r i a b l y f e l l i n t o 

t h e hands o f t h e c o n q u e r o r s w i t h o u t any g r e a t r e s i s t a n c e o r l o n g 

s i e g e . The s o l e e x c e p t i o n i s t h e s u c c e s s f u l defence by t h e 

P e r s i a n g a r r i s o n o f t h e q u a r t e r c o n t a i n i n g t h e f o r t r e s s d u r i n g 

t h e r e b e l l i o n o f I n a r o s , as r e c o r d e d by Thucydides ( I , 1 0 4 ) . The 

defence o f t h e e x t e n s i v e suburbs o f t h e c i t y was c l e a r l y a 

p r o b l e m beyond t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e E g y p t i a n s " . 
(1 4 ) 

I t i s i n S t r a b o ' s a c c o u n t t h a t we have t h e f i r s t ­

hand d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e H e l l e n i s t i c Memphis. U n l i k e h i s 

p r e d e c e s s o r D i o d o r u s , S t r a b o ' s a c c o u n t i s a f a c t u a l s u r v e y o f 

t h e c i t y o f h i s own e r a , a r e s u l t o f h i s p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n , and 

i s n o t t h e r e f o r e wrapped i n m y t h o l o g y . S t r a b o ' s account o f 

Memphis moreover has t h e advantage o v e r t h a t o f D i o d o r u s i n t h a t 

( 1 3 ) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 180. 

( 1 4 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.31, 32. 
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x t xs based on h i s p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s and enquxry. S t r a b o 

spoke o f Memphxs as t h e r o y a l r e s i d e n c e o f t h e E g y p t i a n s and 

d e s c r i b e d i t as b o t h a l a r g e and populous c i t y , r a n k i n g second 

a f t e r A l e x a n d r i a , and c o n s i s t i n g o f mixed r a c e s o f p e o p l e , l i k e 

t h o s e who had s e t t l e d t o g e t h e r a t A l e x a n d r i a . He a l s o seemed t o 

c o r r o b o r a t e D i o d o r u s * s t a t e m e n t b e f o r e him, when he mentioned 

t h a t t h e r e were l a k e s s i t u a t e d i n f r o n t o f t h e c i t y and t h e 

p a l a c e s , w h i c h l a t t e r , t h o u g h by h i s t i m e i n r u i n s and d e s e r t e d , 

were s i t u a t e d on a h e i g h t and extended down t o t h e ground o f t h e 

c i t y below; and a d j o i n i n g t h e c i t y were a grove and a l a k e . 

Thus S t r a b o s t a t e d (i4 (0 '• 

AUTn 
€i o\i r to u 

7T O r e Ka r 

Etuj v 7TO 

ASAP 6 UV ATT T£i % CK U Tu) etc 

(,4*) » 3 I .fc 
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On t h e i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s o f Memphis S t r a b o 

i n f o r m e d us t h a t " I t c o n t a i n s t e m p l e s , one o f w h i c h i s t h a t o f 

A p i s , who i s t h e same as O s i r i s ; i t i s h e r e t h a t t h e b u l l A p i s 

i s k e p t i n a k i n d o f s a n c t u a r y , b e i n g r e g a r d e d as a g o d a I n 

f r o n t o f t h e s a n c t u a r y i s s i t u a t e d a c o u r t , i n w h i c h t h e r e i s 

a n o t h e r s a n c t u a r y b e l o n g i n g t o t h e b u l l ' s mother. " i n Memphis", 

S t r a b o added, " t h e r e i s n o t o n l y t h e temple o f A p i s , w h i c h l i e s 
( 1 5 ) 

n ear t h e Hephaesteium, b u t a l s o t h e Hephaesteium i t s e l f , w h i c h 

i s a c o s t l y s t r u c t u r e b o t h i n t h e s i z e o f i t s naos and i n a l l 

o t h e r r e s p e c t s . I n f r o n t , m t h e dromus, s t a n d s a l s o a 

c o l o s s u s made o f one s t o n e ; and i t i s t h e custom t o h o l d b u l l 

f i g h t s i n t h e dromus, and c e r t a i n men breed t h e s e b u l l s f o r t h e 

pur p o s e , l i k e h o r s e - b r e e d e r s ; f o r t h e b u l l s s e t l o o s e and j o i n 

i n combat, and t h e one t h a t i s r e g a r d e d as v i c t o r g e t s a p r i z e . 
(16 ) 

And a t Memphis t h e r e i s a l s o a t e m p l e o f A p h r o d i t e who i s 

c o n s i d e r e d t o be a Greek goddess, though some say t h a t i t i s a 

tem p l e o f Selene ( t h e Goddess o f t h e Moon). There i s a l s o a 

( 1 5 ) The Temple o f Hephaestus, a name g i v e n by t h e Greeks t o P t a h . 

( 1 6 ) c f . a l s o Hdt. I I . 112, who r e f e r s t o t h e t e m p l e o f f o r e i g n 
A p h r o d i t e a t Memphis and i d e n t i f i e s h e r w i t h H e l e n ; b u t 
Ra w l i n s o n ( H d t . V o l . I I , p. 157, n.9) and Bevan ( o p . c i t . pp. 
108, 109) v e r y p l a u s i b l y i d e n t i f y h e r w i t h A s t u t e t h e 
P h o e n i c i a n and S y r i a n A p h r o d i t e . Bevan ( l o c . c i t ) moreover, 
added t h a t by t h e P t o l e m a i c e r a Asl^a^te had a l m o s t ceased t o 
be f o r e i g n , s i n c e many c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e t h e E g y p t i a n s had 
adopted h e r , i d e n t i f y i n g h e r w i t h Sekhmet, t h e d a u g h t e r o f 
P t a h . 
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(1 7 ) Serapeum a t Memphis, m a p l a c e so v e r y sandy t h a t dunes o f 

sand a r e heaped up by t h e w i n d s ; and by t h e s e some o f t h e 

sp h i n x e s w h i c h S t r a b o saw were b u r i e d even t o t h e head and o t h e r s 
f 18) 

were o n l y h a l f v i s i b l e J", S t r a b o a l s o d e s c r i b e d x 

e l a b o r a t e l y t h e Great Pyramids o f Giza w h i c h were n o t f a r away 

f r o m Memphis on a m o u n t a i n brow. S t r a b o t o l d us t h a t t h r e e o f 

t h e s e pyramids a r e n o t e w o r t h y ; and two o f t h e s e he c o n s i d e r e d 

among t h e seven wonders o f t h e w o r l d , o f w h i c h we do n o t know t h e 

r e s t . 

We n o t i c e , t h e n , t h a t S t r a b o ' s account o f Memphis i s 

v e r y i n f o r m a t i v e and much more r e l i a b l e t h a n t h a t o f D i o d o r u s . 

The two a c c o u n t y a t any r a t e a r e b a s i c a l l y d i f e r e n t , s i n c e t h e y 

d e s c r i b e Memphis i n two d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s , 

S t r a b o ' s s t a t e m e n t t h a t Memphis by h i s t i m e had many 

r a c e s l i v i n g w i t h i n i t i s v e r y t r u e 0 T h i s i s n o t a new t h i n g t o 

Memphis t h e c a p i t a l o f t h e c o u n t r y . I n f a c t , i t became a 
(19 ) 

c o s m o p o l i t a n c i t y w i t h t h e g r o w t h o f t h e Empire. The o l d e s t 

h i s t o r i c a l example o f a whole s e t t l e m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r 

named a f t e r t h e i r o r i g i n seems t o have been t h e ' F i e l d o f t h e 

H i t t i t e s ' , e s t a b l i s h e d m t h e r e i g n o f Ay ( o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
(17) The temple o f S e r a p i s o r S a r a p i s . 

(1 8 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.33. ( 1 9 ) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p. 179 
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Dy n a s t y ) and t h e r e f o r e l o n g b e f o r e t h e g r e a t wars a g a i n s t t h e 

H i t t i t e s waged by t h e Rameside k i n g s . Even b e f o r e t h e 

c r o s s i n g o f A l e x a n d e r , t h e r e were b o d i e s o f Greeks and C a r i a n s 

m e r c e n a r i e s o r t h e descendants o f m e r c e n a r i e s - s e t t l e d i n 
( 2 1 ) 

Memphis under t h e E g y p t i a n k i n g s . They were c a l l e d 

Hellomemphitae and Caromenphitae, and had p r o b a b l y i n t e r - m a r r i e d 
( 2 2 ) ( 2 3 ) w i t h t h e E g y p t i a n s . I n d e e d , L i v y s t a t e d t h a t t h e 

Macedonians, f o l l o w i n g t h e conquests o f Egypt and o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s , s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e c o u n t r i e s had d e g e n e r a t e d 

i n t o E g y p t i a n s and o t h e r r a c e s . 

The c o s m o p o l i t a n n a t u r e o f Memphis b o t h b e f o r e and 

d u r i n g t h e t i m e o f S t r a b o i s , t h e r e f o r e , s u p p o r t e d by b o t h t h e 

c l a s s i c a l w n t e r s ^ ^ a s w e l l as by modern s c h o l a r s I t i s 

f u r t h e r s u p p o r t e d by t h e P t o l e m a i c p a p y r i ; w h i c h , b e s i d e s t h e 

(2 0 ) I b i d . 

( 2 1 ) Cf. E, Bevan, o p . c i t . pp.108, 109; H. Kees, o p . c i t . p.179. 

(2 2 ) Bevan, l o c . c i t . 

( 2 3 ) L i v y , X X X V I I I . 17. 

(2 4 ) D i o d orus ( I . 67) says t h a t "When Amasis succeeded t o t h e 
t h r o n e o f E g y p t , he removed t h e c a r i a n s a n d I o n i a n 
m e r c e n a r i e s f r o m t h e camps l y i n g near t h e P e l u s i a c mouth 
where t h e y had been s e t t l e d b e f o r e moving t o Memphis". A l s o 
S t r a b o , 17.1.32. 

(25) Bevan, l o c . c i t ; Kees, l o c . c i t ; M. R o s t o v t z e f f , S o c i a l and 
Economic H i s t o r y o f t h e H e l l e n i s t i c W o r l d , V o l . I , p. 264 
( O x f o r d , 1 9 4 1 ) . 
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Greek and C a r i a n q u a r t e r ( f o r t h e f o r e i g n communities o f Memphis 
were a p p a r e n t l y l o c a l l y s e p a r a t e i n q u a r t e r s o f t h e i r own) have 
shown us a S y r o - P e r s i a n and P h o e n i c i a n - E g y p t i a n q u a r t e r s ; and an 
i n s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 2nd c e n t u r y B.C. shows us a p o l i t e u m a o f 
Idumaean p o l i c e m a n a t Memphis, w h i c h meets t o pass r e s o l u t i o n s 
i n " t h e Upper t e m p l e o f A p o l l o " . I t was a l s o s u p p o r t e d by 

t h e presence a t Memphis o f f o r e i g n d e i t i e s and c u l t s i n t h e 
( 2 7 ) ( 2 8 ) ( 2 9 ) c i t y t o w h i c h t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s Herodotus and S t r a b o 

r e f e r r e d and w h i c h was s u p p o r t e d by modern s c h o l a r s . 

To sum up what t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s s a i d about 

Memphis we f i n d t h a t t h e c i t y was founded i n a s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , 

midway between Upper and Lower Egypt, t o be t h e c a p i t a l o f t h e 

c o u n t r y and a v e r y i m p o r t a n t commercial c e n t r e c o n t r o l l i n g t h e 

t r a d e p a s s i n g between t h e two h a l v e s o f t h e c o u n t r y . Memphis, 

however, ceased t o be t h e c a p i t a l o f t h e c o u n t r y a f t e r A l e x a n d e r 

had conquered E g y p t , b u t i t c o n t i n u e d t o be t h e n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l 

( 2 6 ) Bevan, l o c . c i t . 

( 2 7 ) See n. 16 s u p r a . 

(2 8 ) H d t. I I . 112. 

(2 9 ) S t r a b o , 17.1.31. 

( 3 0 ) Bevan, l o c . c i t ; Kees, l o c . c i t ; R a w l i n s o n , l o c . c i t ; 
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o f t h e E g y p t i a n s , where A l e x a n d e r was welcomed as a v i c t o r and 

crowned as a Pharaoh. Even t h e l a t e P t o l e m i e s were o b l i g e d , so 

t o speak, t o be crowned as Pharaohs a t Memphis. The c i t y had 

t o a c c e p t a second p o s i t i o n a f t e r A l e x a n d r i a i n t h e Greco-Roman 

p e r i o d . I t was a l s o second m s i z e and i n p o p u l a t i o n . I t had a 

l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n o f mixed r a c e s , who b r o u g h t w i t h them t h e c u l t s 

o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l d e i t i e s . 

Thebes ( L u x o r ) 

Once more we a r e f a c e d w i t h a h i s t o r i c a l d i s c r e p a n c y 

between t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f Thebes by D i o d o r u s and t h a t by 

S t r a b o . B e f o r e we come t o t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s ' s t a t e m e n t we 

ought t o i n t r o d u c e a few r e m a r k s . 

I n s p e a k i n g o f Thebes, we must d i s t i n g u i s h between 

Thebes and T h e b a i d . The f o r m e r t e r m a p p l i e s t o t h e c i t y o f 

Thebes i t s e l f and i t s u r b a n s t r e t c h , and t h e l a t t e r t o a w i d e r 

r e g i o n , i n o t h e r words t o a l a r g e r g e o g r a p h i c a l and 
(3 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f P l i n y 

t h e T h e b a i d c o v e r e d t h e a r e a e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e b o r d e r o f Egypt 

w i t h E t h i o p i a ( N u b i a ) t o L y c o p o l i s ( t h e c i t y o f w o l v e s , modern 

A s i o u t ) , i n o t h e r words i t c o v e r e d t h e r e g i o n w h i c h i s known a t 

( 3 1 ) P l i n y , N.H. v. 49. 
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t h e p r e s e n t t i m e as Upper Egypt and p a r t o f Mxddle E g y p t . 

I t was d i v i d e d l i k e t h e r e s t o f E g y p t , i n P l i n y ' s t i m e , i n t o 

p r e f e c t u r e s f o r towns (Prgajfecturae oppidorum) c a l l e d 'nomes' 

( f r o m t h e Greek r^Of^oi- ) - t h e Ombite, A p o l l o n o p o l i t e , 

H e r m o n t h i t e , T h m i t e , P h a t u r i t e , C o p t i t e , T e n t y r i t e , D i o s p o l i t e , 

A n t a e o p o l i t e , A p h o r o d i t o p o l i t e and L y c o p o l i t e nomes. We have 

a l r e a d y a l s o m e n t i o n e d t h e w i d e s p r e a d n o t i o n t h a t t h e T h e b a i d was 

t h e o l d e s t p a r t o f Egypt and t h a t Egypt was once c o n f i n e d t o t h i s 
( 3 2 ) 

p a r t . T h i s t h e o r y was h e l d , as we saw, by D i o d o r u s and 
(3 3 ) 

A r i s t o t l e b e f o r e him. I t seems a l s o t o have been h e l d i n t h e 
( 3 4 ) 

m i d d l e o f t h e f i f t h c e n t u r y B.C. by Herodotus who was t o l d 

by t h e E g y p t i a n a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t b e f o r e t h e r e i g n o f Menes, t h e 

f i r s t k i n g o f Dynasty I , t h e whole o f Upper Egypt was a marsh w i t h 

t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e Theban nome, t h a t i s t h e r e g i o n w h i c h was 

termed as t h e T h e b a i d by t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s , and w h i c h have 
( 3 5 ) 

a l r e a d y been m e n t i o n e d . I n t h e o p i n i o n o f Kees, t h i s s t o r y i s 

p r o b a b l y unfounded and was i n v e n t e d t o enhance t h e fame o f t h e 

u n i f i e r o f t h e two kingdoms, b u t i t may c o n t a i n an echo o f a 

p o p u l a r t r a d i t i o n t h a t t h e d e c i s i v e s t e p f o r t h e r e g u l a t i o n o f 

t h e f l o o d - w a t e r o f t h e N i l e was t a k e n i n Upper E g y p t . F or 
(3 2 ) D i o d . I . 22. 

( 3 3 ) A r i s t o t l e , M e t e o r , I . x i v . 351b. 

(34 ) Hdt. I I . 4. ( 3 5 ) H. Kees, o p . c i t . p.24. 
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/og \ 

Herodotus s u b s e q u e n t l y t a l k s about t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f dykes 

s o u t h o f Memphis a t t h e t i m e when t h i s c i t y was l a i d o u t a t t h e 

s t a r t o f Dynasty I , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t was t h e pr o b l e m o f l i f e 

and d e a t h f o r Egypt w h i c h was t h e n b e i n g d e a l t w i t h . I n t h e i r 
(37) 

e x c e l l e n t commentary on Herod o t u s , How and W e l l s t e l l us 

t h a t ' t h e l e g e n d i s e x a g g e r a t e d ; b u t i t c o n t a i n e d t h e t r u t h 

t h a t Lower Egypt remained a l a n d o f swamps f a r l a t e r t h a n Upper 

Egypt'. I t i s t h e r e f o r e l o g i c a l t o go w i t h t h e c l a s s i c a l 

a u t h o r s on t h a t Upper Egypt i s t h e o l d e s t p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y , 

o r a t l e a s t i t d r i e d up and was i n h a b i t e d b e f o r e t h e r e s t o f 

t h e c o u n t r y . 

H a v i n g mentioned b r i e f l y what t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s 

s a i d about t h e T h e b a i d , we move on t o Thebes, w h i c h i s i n f a c t 

our main c o n c e r n h e r e , f o r we a r e t a c k l i n g t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e 

c i t i e s and towns o f a n c i e n t Egypt. 

The c i t y o f Thebes (mod. L u x o r ) i s s i t u a t e d i n t h e 

uppermost p a r t o f Egypt o c c u p y i n g a s i t e on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e 

N i l e , b u t t h e main p a r t i s on t h e e a s t e r n s i d e o f t h e r i v e r . 

Among t h e E g y p t i a n s t h e c i t y was most commonly known as 'Nu' o r 

(36) H dt, I I , 99. 

(37) How and W e l l s , A Commentary on H e r o d o t u s , V o l . 1 (Bks. I - I V ) 
Comm. on Bk. I I , Ch. 4, n.3, pp. 519, 160. 
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f 38) 
*No' an a b b r e v i a t e d f o r m o f Nu-Amon ( i . e . t h e c i t y ) . Among 

(39 ) 
t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s i t was known as Thebes, b u t i n t h e 

Greco-Roman p e r i o d i t seems t o have a l s o a c q u i r e d t h e name 

D i o s p o l i s A( c > r / f r ( t h e c i t y o f Z e u s ) . For t h i s i s 

c l e a r f r o m S t r a b o ' s own s t a t e m e n t m w h i c h he s a y s ^ ^ t h a t 

"Thebes, now ( i . e . by h i s t i m e ) c a l l e d D i o s p o l i s " . But t h e name 

'Thebes' a l s o a p p a r e n t l y p e r s i s t e d s i d e by s i d e w i t h D i o s p o l i s . 

Why d i d t h e c l a s s i c a l a u t h o r s c a l l t h e c i t y D i o s p o l i s ? T h i s 

q u e s t i o n l e a d s us t o a w i d e r i s s u e , t h a t i s t o t h e pro c e s s o f 

re-naming o r g i v i n g Greek names t o t h e E g y p t i a n c i t i e s e i t h e r 

be h e l l e n i z i n g t h e i r forms o r by t r a n s l a t i n g them f r o m E g y p t i a n 

i n t o Greek. The name D i o s p o l i s , as g i v e n t o Thebes o r Nu, 

c l e a r l y f a l l s w i t h i n t h e c a t e g o r y o f t h o s e c i t i e s , whose names 

were t r a n s l a t e d f r o m E g y p t i a n i n t o Greek. F o r ' D i o s p o l i s * , as i t 

s t a n d s , means, as we mentioned b e f o r e , t h e ' C i t y o f Zeus'. Thus 
( 4 1 ) 

D i o d o r u s w r o t e t h a t " t h e E g y p t i a n s c a l l e d t h e c i t y D i o s p o l i s 

t h e G r e a t , t h o u g h t h e Greeks c a l l e d i t Thebes*. F o r s u r e l y i t 

w o u l d have been b e t t e r f o r D i o d o r u s t o t e l l us t h a t t h e E g y p t i a n s 

( 3 8 ) G a r d i n e r , Onomastica, I I . p. 25. 

(3 9 ) D i o d . I . 45; S t r a b o , 17.1.46; P l i n y , N.H. v. 60; Pomponius 
Mela, Ghorographia B . I . i x . 5 9 ; T a c i t u s , A n n a l I I . 

( 4 0) S t r a b o , l o c . c i t . 

( 4 1 ) D i o d . l o c . c i t . 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































