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oaee till© theme i s impojetaat f o r the a-VaMgciiists uaaerstjiiifiing of his 
tasli i a i^elaitiiig Soopel to aisjtoi^- aaa of tiie^i-eiatioB betweeB tbes* 



THESIS SUBMITTED FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR o f PHILOSOPHY. 

1965. 

T i t l e : - THE CONCEALED MESSIAHSHIP I N THE SYNOPTIC 

GOSPELS AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS FOR THE 

STUDY OF THE LIFE OF JESUS AND OF THE CHURCH. 

by Mark E r r o l G l a s s w e l l , B.A. 

Co n t e n t s . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n . i - i i 

Chapter One - The d i s c u s s i o n from ¥rede 
to B u r k i l l . 1 - 83 

Chapter Two - The Concealed Messiahship 
i n Mark, 84 - 21-1 276. 

Chapter Three - The Concealed Messiahship 
i n Matthewo -2r\~2 - 399 

Chapter Four - The Concealed Messiahship 

i n Luke, 400 - 470 

Chapter F i v e - C o n c l u s i o n s . 471 - 503 

B i b l i o g r a p h y . 

The copyright of this thesis rests with the author. 

No quotation from it should be publishid without 

his prior written consent and information derived 

from it should be acknowledged. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bacon, B.¥, 

B a i d e n s p e r g e r , 

B a r r e t t , C.K. 

B a r t h , G. 

B a r t h , K. 

Bauer, B. 

Bickermann, E. 

Bornkamm, G. 

Bornkamra, G, -
B a r t h , G.-Held 

The Gospel o f Mark. U.S.A. 1925 

S t u d i e s i n Matthew. New York. 1930 

¥. Review o f Wrede i n T h e o l o g i s c h e 
L i t e r a t u r z e i t u n g 2?. 1902, pp. 393 f f . 

The Holy S p i r i t and the Gospel T r a d i t i o n . 
London. 194?, 1954. 

•The Background o f Mk. x. 45• -
New Testament Essays ( i n memory o f 
T.¥. Mansoh). pp. 1-18. 

•Stephen and the Son o f man'. - Apophoreta. 
F e s t s c h r i f t f t t r E r n s t Haenchen. B e r l i n 1964. 
pp. 32ff. 

see Bornkarara. 

Per RSroerbrief. Munchen. 1926| 
The E p i s t l e t o t h e Romans. Oxford. 1933 

K r l t i k d er e v a n g e l i s c b e n Geschichte 
der S y p o p t i k e r . 3 v o l s . L e i p z i g . 1841-2. 

'Das Messiasgebeimnis und d i e Komposition 
des Markusevangeliums.' - Z.N.W. 19, I919-
1920, pp. I69ff. 

'Die Verzdgerung der P a r u s i e . • 
I n Memoriam E r n s t Lohmeyer. 1951 

Jesus von Nazareth. 1956; Jesus o f N a z a r e t h . 
London. I960, 

'Enderwartung und K i r c h e im Matth^us-
Evangelium.• - The Background o f the New 
Testament and i t s E s c h a t o l o g y . Essays i n 
Honour o f O.K. Dodd. pp. 222ff. 

• E v a n g e l i e n ' . - R.G.G.3rd. ed. v o l . I I . 

H . J . U b e r l i e f e r u n g und Auslegung im M a t t h l l u s -
evangelium. I96O; T r a d i t i o n and I n t e r p r e t ­
a t i o n i n Matthew. London I963, 



Bousset, ¥. 'Das Messiasgeheimnis•. - Theologische 
Rundschau. 27, 1902, pp. 307-316, 3^7-362. 

¥as w i s s e n w i r von Jesus? - 1904 

" Jesus. Tfibingen 1907, London I906 ( f r o m 
e a r l i e r e d i t i o n s ) . 

" K y r i o s C h r i s t o s . Geschichte des 
C h r i s t u s g l a u b e n s von den Anfflngen des 
U r c h r i s t e n t u m s b i s I r e n a e u s . GOttingen 1913» 
1921, 1926. 

Bultmann, R. 'Die Frage nach dem messianischen 
Bewusstsein Jesu und das P e t r u s - B e k e n n t n i s ' . 
Z.N.¥. 19, 1919-20. 

" Die Geschichte der s y n o p t i s c h e n T r a d i t i o n . 
G t t t t i n g e n 1931, I 9 6 I ; The h i s t o r y o f the 
S y n o p t i c T r a d i t i o n . Oxford. I963. 

" Jesus. B e r l i n I926, 1934; Jesus and t h e 
¥ord. London. 1935. 

" T h e o l o g i e des neuen Testaments. Tttbingen 1953i 
Theology o f the New Testament. London I 1952, 
I I 1955. 

" Das V e r h f t l t n i s der u r c h r i s t l i c h e n 
C h r i s t u s b o t s c h a f t zum h i s t o r i s c h e n Jesus. 
H e i d e l b e r g I962. 

ti 
" TitOTeuw TWNT V I . , F a i t h . B i b l e 

Key ¥ords. 

B u r k i l l , T.A. ' S t r a i n on the S e c r e t . ' Z.N.¥. 51, I960, 
pp. 3 1 f f . 

" 'The hidden Son o f Man i n St. Mark's Gospel.' 
Z.N.¥. 52; 1961, pp. I 8 9 f f . 

" M y s t e r i o u s R e v e l a t i o n , An Examination o f 
the P h i l o s o p h y o f S t . Mark's Gospel. 
New York. I963. 



C a i r d , G.B. 

C r a n f i e l d , C.E.B. 

Conzelmann, H. 

Cullmann, 0. 

D a h l , N.A. 

Daube, D. 

D i b e l i u s , M. 

E b e l i n g , H.J. 

Evans, C.F. 

The Gospel o f St. Luke. London. I963 

The Gospel a c c o r d i n g t o S t . Mark. 
Cambridge. 1959. 

Die M i t t e der Z e i t . S t u d i e n zur Theologie 
des Lukas. Tflbingen. 1954; The Theology 
o f S t . Luke. London. I 9 6 0 . 

'Gegenwart und Z u k u n f t i n der s y n o p t i s c h e n 
T r a d i t i o n . ' Z.Th.K. 54, 1957, pp.277f"f. 

'Geschichte und Eschaton nach Mk.l3.' 
Z.N.¥. 1959 

'Jesus C h r i s t u s . ' R.G.G. I l l pp. 6 l 9 f f . 

'Zur Methode der Leben-Jesu-Forschung.' 
Die Frage nach dem h i s t o r i s c h e n Jesus. 
Z.Th.K. 56, 1959, B e i h e f t 1, pp. 2 f f . 

Die C h r i s t o l o g i e des Neuen Testaments. 
Tttbingen, 1957; The C h r i s t o l o g y o f the 
New Testament. London. 1959* 

'The Parables o f Growth'. S t u d i a 
T h e o l o g i c a 5,1952. 

'Der g e k r e u z i g t e Messias.' Der h i s t o r i s c h e 
Jesus und der kerygmatische C h r i s t u s . 
B e r l i n , I96O, pp. l 4 9 f f . 

The New Testament and Ra b b i n i c Judaism. 
London. I956. 

Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums. 
Tttbingen. 1933, I 9 6 I ; From T r a d i t i o n 
t o Gospel. London. 193^^1 

Jesus. 1939. London. I9 6 3 . 

Das Messiasgeheimnis und d i e B o t s c h a f t 
des Mar b u s - E v a n g e l i s t e n . B e i h e f t z u r 
Z.N.¥. 19, B e r l i n . 1939* 

' I w i l l go b e f o r e you i n t o G a l i l e e . ' 
J.T.S. V, 1954. 



Fenton, J. 

Fuchs, E. 

Gerhardsson, B. 

Gibbs, J.M. 

Gloege, G. 

Grosser, E. 

Haenchen, E. 

Hahn, F. 

H e l d , H.J. 

H i r s c h , E. 

Hooker, M. 

Jer e m i a s , J. 

J t t l i c h e r , A. 

KUhler, M. 

The Gospel o f S t . Matthew. London. I963. 

'Die der Th e o l o g i e durch d i e h i s t o r i s c h -
k r i t i s c h e Methode a u f e r l e g t e Besinnung.' 
Zur Frage nach dem h i s t o r i s c h e n Jesus. 
Tttbihgen, I96O, pp. 219ff; The R e f l e c t i o n 
which i s imposed on Theology by the 
h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l Method.' S t u d i e s i n 
the h i s t o r i c a l Jesus. London. 1964. 

'Das Geschichtsversta.ndnis Jesu'. i b i d . ; 

'Jesus' Understanding o f Time.' i b i d . 

Memory and M a n u s c r i p t . Uppsala. I 9 6 1 . 

•Purpose and P a t t e r n i n Matthew's use o f 
the t i t l e "Son o f David";' N.T.S. 10,1964. 

A l l e r Tage Tag. S t u t t g a r t , I96O; 
The Day o f h i s Coming. London. I963. 

Das Problem der ParusieverzOgerung i n den 
s y n o p t i s c h e n Evangelien und i n der 
A p o s t e l g e s c h i c h t e . B e i h e f t zur Z.N.¥. 22, 
B e r l i n . 1957. 

Die A p o s t e l g e s c h i c h t e . GOttingen, 1959« 

C h r i s t o l o g i s c h e H o h e i t s t i t e l . G S t t i n g e n I963. 

see Bornkamm. 

F r u h g e s c h i c h t e des Evangeliums I , 
Das ¥erden des Markus Evangeliums.Tttbingen 

1941,1951. 
Jesus and the Servant. London. 1959. 

Die G l e i c h n i s s e Jesu. G t t t t i n g e n ,.CL958, I960. 
The P a r a b l e s o f Jesus. London. 1954, I963. 

Die Aufgaben der n e u t e s t a m e n t l i c h e n 
¥issenschaft i n der Gegenwart. GOttingen I9O8, 
Die G l e i c h n i s r e d e n Jesu. Tttbingen I910. 

Der sogennante h i s t o r i s c h e Jesus und der 
g e s c h i c h t l i c h e , b i b l i s c h e C h r i s t u s . 
L e i p z i g I892, I896. Mttnchen, 1953, I 9 6 I . 



KJlsemann, E. 

K l a u s n e r , J . 

Klosterm a n n , E. 

fi 

Kttmmel, ¥.G. 

L i g h t f o o t , R.H. 

Lohmeyer, E. 

II 

Lohmeyer, E 
Schmauch, ¥, 

Manson, ¥. 

Manson, T.¥, 

Marxsen, ¥, 

•Das Problem der h i s t o r i s c h e n Jesus.' 
Z.Th.K. 51, 1954, and Exegetische Versuche 
und Besinnungen. I G f l t t i n g e n , I96O; 
•The Problem o f the h i s t o r i c a l Jesus.' 
Essays on New Testament Themes. London 1964. 

Jesus o f Nazareth, London, 1925* 

Das Markusevangelium. Tttbingen I926. 

Das Matthgusevangelium. Tfflbingen, I927. 

V e r b e i s s u n g und E r f t t l l u n g . Z t t r i c h , 1956. 
Promise and F u l f i l m e n t , London 1957, 

H i s t o r y and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n t h e Gospels, 
London, 1935. 

L o c a l i t y and D o c t r i n e i n the Gospels, 
London, 1938. 

The Gospel Message o f S t , Mark, Oxford 1950. 

G a l i l f l a und Jerusalem, G f l t t i n g e n 1936. 

Das Eyangeliuffl des Markus. G o t t i n g e n 1937, 
1959. (llrgangupgsheft. ed, G. Sass, 1959) 

Review o f E b e l i n g , T h e o l . L i t e r a t u r z e i t u n g . 
65, 194o pp. I 8 f f . 

G o t t e s k n e c h t und Davidssohn. S v i t t g a r t 1945» 
G 8 t t i n g e n , 1953. 

Das Evangelium des Matthftus, G d t t i n g e n , 1956. 

Jesus t h e Messiah, London, 1943. 

'The Foundation o f the s y n o p t i c T r a d i t i o n s 
t h e Gospel o f Mark.' 1944, i n S t u d i e s i n 
the Gospels and E p i s t l e s . ed. M.Black. 
Manchester I962, 

' R e d a k t i o n s e g e s c h i c h t l i e h e ErklMrung d e r 
sogennanten P a r a b e l t h e o r i e des Markus.' 
Z.Th.K. 52, 1955, pp. 255ff. 



I 

Marxsen, ¥. Per E v a n g e l i s t Markus. S t u d i e n zur 
R e d a k t l o n s e g e s c h i c h t e des Evangeliums. 
G a t t i n g e n , 1959. 

" Anfangsprobleme der C h r i s t o l o g i e . 
GUltersloh, I960. 

Maurenbrecher, M. Von Nazareth nach Golgotha. Elne 
Untersuchung tl b e r d i e w e l t g e s c h i c h t l l c h e n 
Zusammenhang des U r c h r i s t e n t u m s . B e r l i n 1909. 

Nineham, D.E. The Gospel of S t . Mark. London, I963. 

O t t o , R. Reich Gottes und Menschensohn. 1934, 194o. 
The Kingdom o f God and the Son o f Man, 1938. 

Ra-wlinson, A.E.J, The Gospel a c c o r d i n g t o St.Mark. London, I925 

R i e s e n f e l d , H. The Gospel T r a d i t i o n and i t s B e g i n n i n g . A 
st u d y i n the l i m i t s o f 'Formgeschichte*. 
London, 1957» a l s o i n The Gospels 
Reconsidered. Oxford, I96O, pp.l31ff. 

Robinson, J.M. The Problem o f H i s t o r y i n Mark. London 1957* 

" A/ / New Quest o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l Jesus. 
London, 1959> Sund Kaygma und h i s t o r i s c h e n 
Jesus, 1960. 

Percy, E. Die B o t s c h a f t Jesu. Eine t r a d i t i o n s k r i t i s c h e 
und e x e g e t i s c h e Untersuchung. Lund 1953• 

Sanday, ¥. The L i f e o f C h r i s t i n r e c e n t Research. 
O x f o r d , 1907. 

S c h l a t t e r , A. Der Z w e i f e l an der M e s s i a n i t a t Jesu. I907 
Die Geschichte des C h r i s t u s , 1923. 

Schmidt, K.L. Der Rahmen der Geschichte Jesu. B e r l i n I919. 

Schniexvind, Jo Das S e l b s t z e u g n i s Jesu nach den d r e i 
e r s t e n E v a n g e l i e n . B e r l i n 1922. 



Schniewind, J. Das Evangelium nach Markus. GOttingen I936 

" Das Evangelium nach MatthSus.GBttingen 1936. 

" 'Messiasgeheimnis und E s c h a t o l o g i e ' . 1932 
i n Nachgelassene Reden und A u f s i l t z e n . 
B e r l i n 1952. 

S c h w e i t z e r , A. Das M e s s i a n i t f l t s - und Leidengeheimnis. 
Eine S k i z z e des Lebens Jesu. Tttbingen 
and L e i p z i g I9OI; The Mystery o f the 
Kingdom o f God, The S e c r e t o f Jesus' 
M e s s i a h s h i p and Passion. London 1914,1956, 

" Von Reimarus zu ¥rede. Eine Geschichte 
de r Leben-Jesu-Forschung. Tflbingen I906; 
The Quest o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l Jesus. A 
c r i t i c a l Study o f i t s Progress from 
Reimarus t o Wrede. London 1910, 1956. 
G e s c h i c h t e der Leben-Jesu-Forschung. 
Tttbingen 1951. 

" Die p s y c h i a t r i s c h e B e u r t e i l u n g Jesu. 
Tttbingen, 1913; The P s y c h i a t r i c Study 
o f Jesus. Boston, 1948. 

Schweizer, E. 'Der Menschensohn, Zur e s c h a t o l o g i s c h e n 
Erwartung Jesu.' Z.N.¥. 50, 1959-

" 'Mark's C o n t r i b u t i o n t o the Quest o f the 
h i s t o r i c a l Jesus.' N.T.S. 1964. 

S j t t b e r g , E. Der Menschensohn im a t h i o p i s c h e n 
Henochbuch. Lund, 1946, 
Der verborgene Menschensohn i n den 
E v a n g e l i e n . Lund, 1955* 

S t r e c k e r , G. '¥illiam ¥rede». Z.Th.K. I960. 

" Der ¥eg der G e r e c h t i g k e i t . Untersuchung 
zur T h e o l o g i e des M a t t h i l u s . GOttingen I962. 

T a y l o r , V i n c e n t . The Gospel a c c o r d i n g t o St.Mark.London 1952. 



T t t d t , H.E. 

T t i r n e r , H.E.W. 

T y r r e l l , G. 

V i e l h a u e r , P. 

V 6 1 t e r , D, 

Weiss, J. 

Weiss, J, 
Knopf, R. 

Wi n d i s c h , H. 

Der Menschensohn i n der s y n o p t i s c h e n 
U b e r l i e f e r u n ^ . G u t e r s l o h , 1959. 

Jesus Master and L o r d , London, 1953* 

H i s t o r i c i t y and t h e Gospels, London 19^3' 

C h r i s t i a n i t y a t t h e Cross-Roads, London 1909* 
ed. A.R. V i d l e r , I963. 

• G o t t e s r e i c h und Menschensohn i n der 
Verkflndigung Jesu. • i n F e s t s c h r i f t f i i r 
Gtlnther Debn. 1957. 

'Jesus und der Menschensohn.' Z.Th.K.6o, I963. 

Das messianische Bewusstsein Jesu. 
S t r a s s b o u r g . I907. 

Die Menschensohnfrage n e u u n t e r s u c b t . 
L e i d e n I916. 

Die P r e d i g t Jesu vom Reiche G o t t e s . 
G d t t i n g e n , I892, I9OO. 

Das a i t e s t e Evangelium. B i n B e i t r a g zum 
VerstMndnls des Markus-Evangeliums und 
der a i t e s t e n e v a n g e l i s c h e t i U b e r l l e f e r u n g . 
G'6ttingen, I903. 

Die aufgaben der n e u t e s t a m e n t l i c h e n 
W i s s e n s c h a f t i n der Gegen\<;art. G S t t i n g e n I9O8. 

C h r i s t u s , Die Anfftnge des Dogmas. 
Ttlblngen 1909; C h r i s t . The Beginnings o f 
Dogma, London I 9 I I . 

Jesus von N a z a r e t h , Mythos oder Geschicbte? 
1910. 

Das U r c h r i s t e n t u m , G b t t i n g e n 1917. 
E a r l i e s t C h r i s t i a n i t y . New York 1959. 

'Der g e s c h i c h t l i c h e Jesus.' T h e o l o g i s c b e 
Rundschau. I9IO, 



¥inter, P. On t h e T r i a l o f Jesus. B e r l i n I96I . 
S t u d i a J u d a i c a I . 

¥rede, ¥, Das Messiasgeheimnis i n den Eva n g e l i e n . 
Z u g l e i c h e i n B e i t r a g zum V e r s t ^ n d n i s des 
Markusevangeliums. G t t t t i n g e n I90I, 1913, 
1963. 

" ' S e l b s t a n z e i g e ' . D i e c h r i s t l i c h e ¥elt. 
15, 1901, 

" 'Zur M e s s i a s e r k e n n t n i s der DSmonen b e i 
Markus'; 

" 'Zur H e i l u n g der Gel^hmten' ( M k , i i , I f f . ) 
and 'Zum Thema "Menschensohn."' 
Z.N.¥. V. 1904. 

" 'Die P r e d i g t Jesu vom Reiche G o t t e s ' . 
L e c t u r e s 1894; and 'Jesus a l s Davidssohn' 
i n V o r t r f l g e und S t u d i e n ( p o s t h . ) 
Tttbingen I907. 

A b b r e v i a t i o n s ( f o r the above l i s t and the main t e x t ) . 

H.T.R.- Harvard T h e o l o g i c a l Review. 

J.T.S.- J o u r n a l o f T h e o l o g i c a l S t u d i e s . 

N.T.S.- New Testament S t u d i e s . 

R.G.G.- Die R e l i g i o n i n Geschichte und Gegenwart. 

TWNT. Th e o l o g i s c h e s ¥ttrterbuch zum Neuen Testament, 
ed. G. K i t t e l , 1933 f f . 

Z . N.¥. Z e i t s c h r i f t f t t r die^ n e u t e s t a m e n t l i c h e ¥issenschaf t . 

Z.Th.K. Z e i t s c h r i f t f t t r T h e o l o g i e und K i r c h e . 



i . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n . 

Wrede's book on Mark's g o s p e l ^ r a i s e d t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e 

r e l a t i o n between t h e n a r r a t i v e account o f t h a t g o s p e l and 

t h e l i f e o f Jesus and t h e r e l a t i o n between h i s t o r y and t h e 

m e s s i a n i c b e l i e f s o f the c h u r c h . I t d i d so by c a l l i n g 

a t t e n t i o n t o the m o t i f s o f secrecy and l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

i n t h e g o s p e l and suggested a c o n f l i c t between t h e s i t u a t i o n 

o f Jesus' l i f e and t h a t o f the p o s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n church on 

t h e b a s i s o f the l i t e r a r y evidence o f the g o s p e l f o r the 

n a t u r e o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n behind i t i n i t s 

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the church's p o s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n f a i t h i n 

Jesus. The q u e s t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n o f the t i t l e Messiah, as 

a p p l i e d t o Jesus was not t h e main i n t e r e s t o f t h e book, 

b u t t h e t h e o r y o f t h e m e s s i a n i c s e c r e t came t o r e p r e s e n t the 

view t h a t t h e church's f a i t h i n Jesus had i t s o r i g i n i n t h e 

r e s u r r e c t i o n and not i n Jesus' l i f e t i m e , on t h e b a s i s o f 

t h e n e g a t i v e aspect o f the account o f P e t e r ' s ' c o n f e s s i o n ' . 

L a t e r work has gone on t o q u e s t i o n the r e l a t i o n between 

t h e g o s p e l s and t h e l i f e o f Jesus on the b a s i s o f more p r e c i s e 

l i t e r a r y a n a l y s i s , and t o d i s c u s s the g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n o f t h e 

r e l a t i o n between h i s t o r y and the Gospel. The r e s u l t has 

been a d i s t i n c t i o n between the l i t e r a r y g o s p els ( d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

i n t h e f o l l o w i n g by a s m a l l 'g') and b o t h t h e l i f e o f 

Jesus and t h e Gospel ( w i t h a c a p i t a l 'G'), s i m i l a r t o the 

d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e l i f e o f Jesus and the Gospel 
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themselves, b u t a l s o more r e c e n t l y , an a s s e r t i o n t h a t 

t h e g o s p e l s are i n t e n d e d t o show the r e l a t i o n between t h e 

l i f e o f Jesus, or t h e h i s t o r i c a l Jesus, and the Gospelo 

The p o i n t o f t h i s s t u d y i s t o show how t h e 'messianic 

s e c r e t ' i n t h e s y n o p t i c gospels n o t o n l y r a i s e s t he 

q u e s t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h a t r e l a t i o n , but a l s o 

p r o v i d e s t h e answer. 

^Das Messiasgeheimnis i n den E v a n g e l i e n . see c h a p t e r 1 

f o l l o w i n g * 



THE CONCEALED MESSIAHSHIP I N THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS AND THE 

IMPLICATIONS OF THIS FOR THE STUDY OF THE LIFE OF JESUS 

AND OF THE CHURCH. 

Chapter One. The d i s c u s s i o n from ¥rede t o B u r k i l l , 

T h i s d i s c u s s i o n must b e g i n w i t h two books which appeared 

on t h e same day i n 19OI. These were Das Messiasgeheimnis i n 

den Evangelieno Z u g l e i c h e i n B e i t r a g zum V e r s t a n d n i s des 

Markusevangeliums. G o t t i n g e n 1 9 0 l ( l 9 1 3 , 1963), by ¥illiam 

¥rede and Das M e s s i a n i t a t s - u n d Leidensgeheimnis, Eine Skizze 

des Lebens Jesu.^ Tubingen and L e i p z i g I9OI, second p a r t o f 

Das Abendmahl im Zusammenhang m i t dem Leben Jesu und der 

Geschi c h t e des U r c h r i s t e n t u m s by A l b e r t S c h w e i t z e r . Both 

books a t t a c k e d t h e c u r r e n t approach o f the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

l i b e r a l s t o t h e s t u d y o f t h e l i f e o f Jesus and h i s messiahship 

by making s i g n i f i c a n t use o f m a t e r i a l , m a i n l y i n the gos p e l 

o f Mark, which was t a k e n t o imply a s e c r e t about Jesus' 

m e s s i a h s h i p . But w h i l s t ¥rede t r e a t e d t he theme as t h e 

c r e a t i o n o f the e a r l y c h u r c h , S c h w e i t z e r i n t e r p r e t e d i t as a 

f a c t o r i n the c o n t e x t o f Jesus' e a r t h l y l i f e . I n d i f f e r e n t 

ways b o t h made t h e f i g u r e o f Jesus p r o b l e m a t i c a l f o r 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

The j o i n t s i g n i f i c a n c e o f these two books over a g a i n s t 

p r e v i o u s work was s t r e s s e d by Schweitzer h i m s e l f i n Von 

Reimarus zu ¥rede. Eine Geschichte der Leben-Jesu-Forschung, 

Tttbingen 1906(1913, 1951 r e v i s e d and extended) i n c h a p t e r x i x . 



Here however S c h w e i t z e r had a l s o t o c o n t r a s t the approach o f 

Wrede, d e s i g n a t e d as 'thoroughgoing s c e p t i e i s m ' - a judgement 

w h i c h he l a t e r m o d i f i e d - w i t h h i s own, d e s i g n a t e d as 

' t h o r o u g h g o i n g e s c h a t o l o g y ' , I n method S c h w e i t z e r was no 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e l i b e r a l s whom he a t t a c k s , whereas Wrede 

had made a s i g n i f i c a n t c r i t i c a l d e p a r t u r e , Wrede's book 
3 

was concerned w i t h t h e Marcan go s p e l , w h i l s t S c hweitzer's 

was concerned w i t h t h e l i f e o f Jesus, li/hereas f o r Wrede t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l Jesus was p r o b l e m a t i c a l f o r l a t e r church dogma 

because h i s l i f e was p r o b a b l y unmessianic; f o r Schweitzer i t 

was the manner i n which. Jesus' messiahship was conceived i n 

h i s l i f e t i m e w h i c h made him p r o b l e m a t i c a l . Wrede s t a r t e d f r o m 

t h e g o s p e l t r a d i t i o n and moved back i n t o t he dogma o f the e a r l y 

c h u r c h , whereas S c h w e i t z e r t r i e d t o e x p l a i n the gospel 

m a t e r i a l f r o m the t h o u g h t - w o r l d o f Jesus h i m s e l f and the 

o u t l i n e s o f h i s l i f e . For Schweitzer the key t o b o t h was 

t o be found i n e s c h a t o l o g y , which i n h i s view e x p l a i n e d 

t h e manner i n w h i c h Jesus conceived o f h i s messiahshipo 

The c o n t r a s t between these two approaches i s o f 

i m p o r t a n c e f o r the subsequent d i s c u s s i o n and f o r the theme 

o f secrecy i t s e l f and we w i l l examine the work o f S c h w e i t z e r 

and o f Wrede i n some d e t a i l . Since Schweitzer r e a l l y belongs 
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t o t h e e a r l i e r p e r i o d we w i l l take him f i r s t * 

For S c h w e i t z e r t h e g o s p e l m a t e r i a l was as f a r as 

p o s s i b l e t o be e x p l a i n e d f r o m the o u t l i n e o f Jesus' l i f e . 

The p r o b l e m was t o f i n d t h e r i g h t p r i n c i p l e f r o m which t o 

i n t e r p r e t , u n d e r s t a n d , and o r d e r the d i f f e r e n t elements i n 

t h e s t o r y . A g a i n s t t h e e t h i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f Jesus' 

p r e a c h i n g and messiahship o f the e a r l i e r l i b e r a l s , S c h w e i t z e r 

se t a t h o r o u g h l y e s c h a t o l o g i c a l and a p o c a l y p t i c one. I n Jesus' 

l i f e t i m e t h e s e c r e t or m y s t e r y o f t h e kingdom o f God developed 

i n t o the s e c r e t o f the p a s s i o n o f Jesus and t o g e t h e r these 

e x p l a i n t h e s e c r e t o f Jesus' messiahship. T h i s was the 
4 

s e c r e t w h i c h Judas b e t r a y e d and which b r o u g h t t h e p a s s i o n 

a b o u t . The e s c h a t o l o g i c a l event never d i d take p l a c e and 

Jesus receded i n t o t he m i s t s o f h i s t o r y e A g i g a n t i c system 

o f dogma was b u i l t around h i s person, Eschatology was 

d i s p l a c e d by e t h i c s which, was f o r m e r l y s u b o r d i n a t e t o i t o But 

t h e concept o f Jesus' messiahship had been i n i t i a t e d by Jesus 

h i m s e l f ^ . The m a t e r i a l i n t h e gospels can be p r o p e r l y 

e x p l a i n e d i n terms o f Jesus' e a r t h l y l i f e ^ . The key t o t h i s 

l i f e i s t h e s e c r e t o f Jesus' messiahship, understood i n terms 

o f e s c h a t o l o g y and a p o c a l y p t i c , 

Jesus' m e s s i a h s h i p had t o remain a s e c r e t i n h i s l i f e t i m e 

i n o r d e r t o be p r o p e r l y f u l f i l l e d i n the f u t u r e ' ' . T h i s 

f u t u r e , and a t p r e s e n t s e c r e t , messiahship was u n d e r s t o o d 
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and expressed i n terms o f t h e Son o f Man expected i n the 
g 

f u t u r e , w i t h whom Jesus came t o i d e n t i f y h i m s e l f . 

S c h w e i t z e r ' s r e c o g n i t i o n o f the imp o r t a n c e o f 

e s c h a t o l o g y i n t h e g o s p e l - t r a d i t i o n was v a l u a b l e , and 
9 

a l r e a d y Johannes Weiss had done so among o t h e r s . But 

S c h w e i t z e r ' s method o f u s i n g e s c h a t o l o g y t o g e t h e r w i t h the theme 

o f s e c r e c y , i n o r d e r t o d i s c o v e r behind the gospels the p l a n 

o f Jesus' l i f e and h i s own d e v e l o p i n g s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s i s 

a d i f f e r e n t m a t t e r . I t was S c h w e i t z e r ' s b e l i e f t h a t h i s 

approach was a ' s i m p l i f i c a t i o n o f t h e l i t e r a r y problem' which 

enhanced t h e ' c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e Gospel t r a d i t i o n » S i n c e 

t h e e a r l y c h u r c h , a c c o r d i n g t o Sc h w e i t z e r , was i n d i f f e r e n t 

t o t h e l i f e o f Jesus, i t d i d n o t f e e l compelled t o " f a b r i c a t e 

f a c t s " i n t h e l i f e o f Jesus'•^^. For t h e church, Jesus' 

raessiahship was grounded on the r e s u r r e c t i o n not on the 
12 

e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y . Thus t h e gospels c o u l d be s a i d t o 

c o n t a i n r e l i a b l e t r a d i t i o n w i t h o u t t o o much embroidery, 

S c h w e i t z e r t o o k i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t Jesus must have been the 

one t o i n i t i a t e t h e q u e s t i o n o f h i s messiahship and thought 
13 

i t e s s e n t i a l t h a t he should have done so Schweitzer, 

however, w h i l s t c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t an a c c u r a t e p i c t u r e o f 

Jesus can be found w i t h i n t h e g o s p e l s , saw a d i s t i n c t i o n 
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between h i s o u t l o o k and t h a t o f the church which p r e s e r v e d 

t h e t r a d i t i o n s 

¥rede*s approach was q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . He may have 

t h o u g h t i t l i k e l y t h a t Jesus* c o n c e p t i o n was d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m t h a t o f the c h u r c h , b u t went f u r t h e r by a s s e r t i n g t h a t 

t h e r e was no c o n n e c t i o n between t h e two i n t h a t i t was 

d o u b t f u l w h ether he had ever thought o f h i m s e l f as Messiah, 

and t h a t n o t the h i s t o r i c a l Jesus but church dogma l a y b e h i n d 

t h e s t r u c t u r e and c o n t e n t s o f the g o s p e l s . The a t t i t u d e o f 

Jesus h i m s e l f was unknown. There was a complete break 

between Jesus and the c h u r c h r a t h e r t h a n j u s t a development. 

The m e s s i a n i c s e c r e t i n Mark's gospel was f o r Wrede a 

r e f l e c t i o n o f the e a r l y church's awareness o f t h i s . N o t h i n g 

p o s i t i v e about Jesus, a t l e a s t w i t h r e g a r d t o h i s messiahship 

and t h e p a t t e r n of h i s l i f e and t h o u g h t , c o u l d be a s c e r t a i n e d 

f r o m the g o s p e l m a t e r i a l . 

T h i s judgment was based on a r a d i c a l and s y s t e m a t i c 

e x a m i n a t i o n , p r i m a r i l y o f t h e e a r l i e s t g o s p e l , assumed t o 

be t h a t o f Mark, as a c r i t i q u e o f the l i b e r a l h i s t o r i c a l 

approach t o the g o s p e l s . ¥rede s e t out t o show t h a t the 

g o s p e l s r e f l e c t e a r l y c h u r c h t r a d i t i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e o u t l i n e 

o f Jesus' l i f e and t h a t t h e i r s e t t i n g i n t h e l i f e and f a i t h 
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o f t h e e a r l y c h u r c h must be i n v e s t i g a t e d b e f o r e judgments 

are made f r o m them about t h e h i s t o r i c a l Jesus, T h i s 

p o s s i b i l i t y had been too e a s i l y d i s m i s s e d by Schweitzer 

on i n a d e q u a t e grounds. He had t r e a t e d t h e gospels as 

p r i m a r i l y c l u e s t o and sources f o r t h e l i f e o f Jesus, 

T h i s p r o c e d u r e had meant a c c e p t i n g some aspects and r e j e c t i n g 

Ik 

o t h e r s a c c o r d i n g t o t a s t e and t h e presumed n e c e s s i t y o f 

d i s c o v e r i n g how t h e m a t e r i a l c o u l d be connected as an 

account o f Jesus' l i f e . That i t c o u l d be so connected was 

more a dogmatic assumption t h a n a necessary c o n c l u s i o n f r o m 

th e m a t e r i a l i t s e l f . I t was t h i s k i n d o f approach which 

¥rede c r i t i c i s e d , and the theme o f the mes s i a n i c s e c r e t 

seemed t o him t o be a j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r h i s view. 

¥rede had h i s pr e d e c e s s o r s i n such s c h o l a r s as Bruno 
15 

Bauer, Gustav Volkmar and S. Hoek s t r a and r e s t e d b i s work 

t o a l a r g e e x t e n t on the by the n g e n e r a l l y accepted t h e s i s o f 

the p r i o r i t y o f Mark"*"^. Since the Marcan o r d e r l a y behind 

t h a t o f Matthew and Luke t h i s was o f g r e a t importance 

f o r any a t t e m p t t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e l i f e o f Jesus. The 

l i b e r a l s had r e c o g n i z e d t h e l a t e n e s s o f t h e r e c o r d s b u t 
17 

had n o t t a k e n t h i s w i t h s u f f i c i e n t s e r i o u s n e s s . The 

o n l y a t t e m p t s made t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e what c o u l d be a s c r i b e d 



7. 

t o Jesus f r o m what c o u l d be a s c r i b e d t o the e a r l y church had 

been i n the d i r e c t i o n o f r a t i o n a l i z i n g m i r a c l e s t o r i e s and 

e x c i s i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n and between n a r r a t i v e s i n o r d e r 

t o produce an a p p a r e n t l y c r e d i b l e account. But, asked Wrede, 

how c o u l d t h i s a c count, when s u b s t i t u t e d f o r t h a t o f the 

e v a n g e l i s t , be i t s a c t u a l h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e n t o r k e r n e l , 

when i t was n o t i n the w r i t e r ' s own mind and n o t what he had 
18 

i n f a c t w r i t t e n . There was no reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s 

h i s t o r i c a l k e r n e l was t h e r e a t a l l . The s p i r i t o f the work 

i t s e l f , and n o t p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n n e c t i o n s i n t r o d u c e d on t h e 

b a s i s o f the a r b i t r a r y assumptions and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s o f t h e 

r e a d e r , was f o r Wrede the o n l y proper c r i t e r i o n f o r j u d g i n g 

t h e c o n t e n t s o f a p i e c e o f x v r i t i n g , e s p e c i a l l y when the 

f a c t s were so l i t t l e known. 
T a k i n g a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e theme o f secrecy, 

Wrede s u b j e c t e d t h e Marcan o u t l i n e t o what Bousset c a l l e d a 

19 
' c o n s i s t e n t and s u s t a i n e d m e t h o d o l o g i c a l ' e n q u i r y , which 

20 

Baldens p e r g e r a d m i t t e d t o f i n d w e a r y i n g , i n the at t e m p t t o 

see whether a r e a s o n a b l e h i s t o r i c a l n a r r a t i v e , such as t h e 

l i b e r a l s c l a i m e d t o e x i s t , c o u l d i n f a c t be o b t a i n e d , Wrede 

had no d i f f i c u l t y i n p o i n t i n g out t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s and 

I n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n Mark which p r e v a i l a g a i n s t t h i s , Wrede 

p i c k e d out passages s u g g e s t i n g t h a t Jesus t r i e d t o keep h i s 

mess i a h s h i p a s e c r e t t h r o u g h o u t h i s e a r t h l y l i f e , e.g. 
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h i s commands t o t h e demohs t o be s i l e n t when they address 

him w i t h m e s s i a n i c o r o t h e r t i t l e s , h i s commands t o the 

d i s c i p l e s a f t e r P e t e r ' s c o n f e s s i o n and a f t e r the t r a n s f i g u r a ­

t i o n n o t t o speak o f him o r o f what t h e y have heard and seen, 

and h i s g e n e r a l commands t o secrecy a f t e r c e r t a i n m i r a c l e s , 

as w e l l as passages where t h e d i s c i p l e s show a c o n s i s t e n t 

l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f a p p a r e n t l y c l e a r and unambiguous 

e v e n t s and s t a t e m e n t s , e.g. a f t e r t h e two f e e d i n g m i r a c l e s 

and t h e p r o p h e c i e s o f t h e p a s s i o n . Throughout t h e r e i s t h e 

i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t Jesus i s t h e Messiah and t h i s i s necessary 

21 

t o make t h e n a r r a t i v e w o r t h t e l l i n g b u t t h i s belongs t o 

t h e l i t e r a r y c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the e v a n g e l i s t . The messiahship 

p r o v i d e s t h e c o n t e n t o f what i t i s f o r b i d d e n t o communicate 

and t h e g i v i n g o f s p e c i a l r e v e l a t i o n t o t h e d i s c i p l e s i s 

a necessary p a r t o f t h e theme o f t h e i r l a c k o f understandingo 

On t h i s b a s i s t he c o n s i s t e n t appearance o f b o t h aspects o f 

concealment and r e v e l a t i o n s i d e by s i d e i n t h e g o s p e l i s 
22 

e x p l i c a b l e as w e l l as t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n t h e secrecy 

theme i t s e l f . The theme r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t h i s t o r i c a l l y 

t h e concept o f Jesus' messiahship dates from t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n 

as we see from Mk. ix» 9> and the t h e o l o g i c a l h i n t o f t h i s 

a t Mk, i v . 21 f , 

The ' c o n f e s s i o n ' o f P e t e r at Caesarea P h i l i p p i does n o t 

p r o v i d e t he t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n the n a r r a t i v e which many have 

r e a d i n t o i t ^ ^ . There a r e c l e a r r e v e l a t i o n s e a r l i e r ^ ^ 
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even i f t h e y a r e u n p e r c e i v e d , and no development o f 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g on t h e d i s c i p l e s ' p a r t l eads up t o Caesarea 

P h i l i p p i . A l s o t h e r e remains a c o n s i d e r a b l e l a c k o f 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g a f t e r w a r d s on the d i s c i p l e s ' p a r t . They 

remai n t h r o u g h o u t the g o s p e l unable t o grasp what Jesus 
27 

says '. I t i s Matthew who g i v e s prominence t o the passage* 

But i n Mark t h e command t o s i l e n c e a f t e r P e t e r ' s s o - c a l l e d 

28 

c o n f e s s i o n i s v i r t u a l l y a s l a p i n the f a c e . References 

t o t h e p a s s i o n a l s o occur e a r l i e r i n t h e g o s p e l , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a t i i , 20, There i s n o t h i n g t o suggest t h a t Mark regarded 

Caesarea P h i l i p p i as marking a p o i n t o f development i n h i s 

n a r r a t i v e , n o r t h a t i t was so h i s t o r i c a l l y . 

For Wrede i t was c l e a r t h a t Mark knew n o t h i n g o f the 
29 

h i s t o r i c a l l i f e o f Jesus though some s c a n t y o u t l i n e s may 
30 

y e t be v i s i b l e . Mark's g o s p e l belongs r a t h e r t o t h e 
31 

h i s t o r y o f dogma . The apparent c o n t r a d i c t i o n s are not 
32 

h i s t o r i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s b u t a r i s e f r o m t he f a c t t h a t the 
work i s b u i l t around a theme which has i t s o r i g i n i n the t h i n k -

33 

i n g o f t h e e a r l y church"^ and one which i s a t h e o l o g i c a l 

c o n c e p t i o n , The o n l y r e l a t i o n which h i s t o r y has t o t h i s 

i s n e g a t i v e . 
The o t h e r e v a n g e l i s t s a r e dependent on Mark f o r t he 

o r d e r i n g o f t h e i r m a t e r i a l and mo d i f y h i s account i n 

35 
d i f f e r e n t ways"^-^, Matthew has no f u r t h e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
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t h e m e s s i a n i c s e c r e t and i n most cases c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r s i t . 

Luke r e s t r i c t s i t t o t h e s u f f e r i n g and death o f Jesus and 

c o n s t r u c t s a dogmatic scheme o f a h i s t o r y o f s a l v a t i o n 

d i v i d e d i n t o two p e r i o d s , Jesus' e a r t h l y l i f e and the t i m e 

f o l l o w i n g h i s d e a t h and r e s u r r e c t i o n . Here too the Marcan 

p l a n i s d i s r u p t e d , b u t i n l i n e w i t h the p r e c o n c e p t i o n s o f 

t h e e v a n g e l i s t and not f r o m independent h i s t o r i c a l knowledge, 

John alone can be compared w i t h Mark, but h i s r e l a t i o n t o 

the t r a d i t i o n i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t , I n John the theme o f 

t e a c h i n g i n r i d d l e s i s developed t o cover the whole o f Jesus' 

t e a c h i n g , f o r t h e d i s c i p l e s as w e l l as f o r o t h e r s , d u r i n g h i s 

l i f e , w h i l s t i n Mark i t r e f e r r e d t o Jesus' t e a c h i r g i n 

p a r a b l e s ( i . e . ' r i d d l e s ' ) ' t h a t those w i t h o u t might not 

u n d e r s t a n d . 

Having t r i e d t o show t h a t the m o t i f o f secrecy i s a 

l i t e r a r y and t h e o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t i o n i n the p l a n o f Mark 

r a t h e r t h a n a h i s t o r i c a l theme, Xifrede s e t s out i n the 
O Q 

l a t t e r h a l f o f h i s book t o e x p l a i n t h e o r i g i n o f the 

c o n c e p t i o n . I t s s o l e r e l a t i o n w i t h h i s t o r y had been s a i d 

t o be t h e f a c t t h a t t h e p o i n t of o r i g i n o f b e l i e f i n and 

p r o c l a m a t i o n o f Jesus' messiahship was the r e s u r r e c t i o n , 

¥rede noxv a n a l y s e d t h e theme and d i f f e r e n t i a t e d w i t h i n i t 
39 

two elements, w h i c h are p a r a l l e l b u t q u i t e independent 
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The f i r s t i s t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t Jesus k e p t h i s raessiahship 

s e c r e t t i l l t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , the o t h e r t h e l a c k o f 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e d i s c i p l e s b e f o r e the r e s u r r e c t i o n ( i . e . 

t h e t w i n themes o f secrecy and o f an a c t u a l s e c r e t ) . N e i t h e r 

o f these two i d e a s c o u l d have developed out o f the o t h e r nor 

40 

c o u l d have demanded the o t h e r . Both must be seen as t w i n 

c oncepts a r i s i n g f r o m t h e consciousness o f t h e e a r l y 

C h r i s t i a n community, p a r t s o f the development o f the b e l i e f s 

and u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the e a r l y church which we can see 

b e h i n d t h e g o s p e l s . 

A c c o r d i n g t h e Wrede t h e f i r s t element i n t h e m o t i f 

o f s e c r ecy i n Mark's g o s p e l , Jesus' concealment o f h i s 

me s s i a h s h i p e i t h e r by commands to s i l e n c e o r by t e a c h i n g i n 

p a r a b l e s or i n s e c r e t , has n o t h i n g t o do w i t h Jesus' s e l f -

consciousness o r h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g about the n a t u r e o f h i s 

mes s i a h s h i p b u t w i t h the church's knowledge, a t a time xvhen 

Jesus' l i f e was b e g i n n i n g t o be d e s c r i b e d i n messianic terms, 

t h a t awareness o f h i s messiahship dated from t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . 

I t had always been d i f f i c u l t t o see, on the b a s i s o f the 
42 

g o s p e l m a t e r i a l , how Jesus had conceived o f h i s messiahship « 

The r e l a t i o n between the concept o f the coming Son o f Man 

i n t h e gospels and Jesus' e a r t h l y s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s had 
43 

always been a my s t e r y , I f Jesus had i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f 

w i t h t h e coming Son o f Man he would have t o have presupposed 

h i s d e a t h or re m o v a l , j u s t as they are presupposed by the 
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c h u r c h . I n f a c t t he i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e p r e s e n t s t h e C h r i s t i a n 

v i ew o f Jesus' m e s s i a h s h i p . Thus Jesus' messiahship appears 

i n t h e gospels as p r e s e n t and concealed, y e t f u t u r e . I t i s 

no t t h e case t h a t we can see a c o n c e p t i o n by Jesus of h i s 

m e s s i a h s h i p as p r o l e p t i c , 

The way i n which Jesus' messiahship i s p r e s e n t e d 

i n Mark i s p e r f e c t l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , a c c o r d i n g t o ¥rede, i f 

one asks how t h e concept o f a concealed messiahship arose o 

¥rede r e j e c t e d t h e view, w h i c h he admits t o have been h i s 

46 4? f i r s t t h o u g h t and which i s o f t e n w r o n g l y a s c r i b e d t o him , 

t h a t t h e element o f concealment arose f r o m t h e a p o l o g e t i c a l l y -

i n s p i r e d d e s i r e o f t h e church, t o e x p l a i n why Jesus' messiahship 

o n l y became known a f t e r h i s d e a t h . This was because i t was 

n o t c l e a r why t h i s s h o u l d have been necessary i f i t was an 

48 

e s t a b l i s h e d f a c t t h a t Jesus became Messiah a t t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . 

¥hy should i t have been necessary t o d i s c u s s t h e q u e s t i o n o f 

Jesus' m e s s i a h s h i p d u r i n g h i s e a r t h l y l i f e i f i t was c l e a r l y 

t h e case t h a t i t xi/as o n l y known a t the r e s u r r e c t i o n ? I t was 

n o t c l e a r what i n t e r n a l doubts or e x t e r n a l a t t a c k s should 

have demanded o f the church t h i s k i n d o f a p o l o g e t i c . I f 

i t was f e l t i m p o r t a n t t o s t r e s s Jesus' foreknowledge d i r e c t 

s t a t e m e n t o f t h i s was a l l t h a t was necessary r a t h e r than a 

complex m o t i f o f s e c r e c y . Knowledge t h a t Jesus' messiahship 
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d a t e d f r o m t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n would not demand the concept o f 

e a r l i e r concealment, and indeed the concept seems t o e x i s t 

s i d e - b y - s i d e w i t h s t a t e m e n t s t h a t he was the Messiah, I t 

i m p l i e s a concealed and f u t u r e messiahship and would seem 

t o e x c l u d e open p r o c l a m a t i o n o f h i s messiahship d u r i n g h i s 
49 

l i f e t i m e , There i s n o t even a s t r e s s on t h e d i s c i p l e s ' 

s e c f e t knowledge^^. Commands t o s i l e n c e are g e n e r a l . The 

theme does n o t so much s t r e s s ignorance o f Jesus' messiahship 

d u r i n g h i s l i f e t i m e as t h e p o s i t i v e f a c t t h a t awareness o f 

i t a r ose f r o m t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , and not j u s t a f t e r i t ^ " * " . 

Because o f t h i s Jesus' messiahship i s r e p r e s e n t e d d u r i n g h i s 

l i f e t i m e as f u t u r e and concealed. There i s no a t t e m p t t o 

e x p l a i n a n y t h i n g away. 

I t was f r o m t h i s concept o f concealment w i t h r e g a r d 

t o Jesus' m e s s i a h s h i p i n h i s l i f e t i m e t h a t t h e i d e a arose 

t h a t t h e r e was something t o c o n c e a l . The l i f e o f Jlesus 

began t o be d e s c r i b e d i n me s s i a n i c terms, i n a way which had 
52 

begun t o be e v i d e n t i n Mark , The theme o f t h e s e c r e t 

m e s s i a h s h i p l i e s i n f a c t between knowledge t h a t t h e 

a s c r i p t i o n t o Jesus o f t h e t i t l e Messiah t o o k p l a c e a t t h e 

r e s u r r e c t i o n and a l a t e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f Jesus' l i f e i n 

m e s s i a n i c terms. To p u t i t i n an o t h e r way: the concept o f 

the m e s s i a n i c s e c r e t arose out o f the impulse t o p r e s e n t t h e 
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l i f e o f Jesus as m e s s i a n i c , c o n t r o l l e d none the l e s s by the 

53 
e a r l i e r and y e t s t r o n g awareness o f the f a c t s , The 
development was p r o b a b l y f r o m a p i c t u r e o f Jesus n o t 

r e c o g n i s e d as Messiah i n h i s l i f e t i m e t o t h a t o f Jesus r e f u s i n g 
54 

t o be so known . T h i s i s how the concept must have a r i s e n 

and developed a c c o r d i n g t o ¥rede« 

L i k e w i s e , the o t h e r s i d e o f the theme o f secrecy i n 

Mark, t h e d i s c i p l e s ' l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g , d e s p i t e a p p a r e n t l y 

c l e a r and unambiguous s t a t e m e n t s , i s t o be e x p l a i n e d as 

a r i s i n g out o f the knowledge t h a t a change i n the c o n s c i o u s ­

ness o f the d i s c i p l e s t o o k p l a c e a t t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n ^ ^ . ¥e 

can see a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h i s i n t h e Lucan and Johannine 

legends o f t h e p o s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n g i f t o f t h e S p i r i t . 

Fundamental t o the f a i t h o f the church was the change 

wrought i n t h e d i s c i p l e s ' u n d e r s t a n d i n g and e x p e r i e n c e by 

t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . Thus t h i s theme i s p a r a l l e l t o the o t h e r 
57 

one ' and p e r f o r m s a s i m i l a r f u n c t i o n i n the t r a d i t i o n . 
Mark has b r o u g h t these two themes t o g e t h e r , w i t h t h e 

to 

r e s u l t i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s and i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n the n a r r a t i v e « 

The Marcan p a r a b l e - c h a p t e r i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s i n t h a t s e c r e t 

t e a c h i n g i s g i v e n t o the d i s c i p l e s and y e t t h e y remain w i t h o u t 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . A l s o a tendency t o p r e s e n t Jesus' l i f e i n 

m e s s i a n i c terms has begun t o break up the theme o f s e c r e c y . 
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59 P e t e r ' s c o n f e s s i o n belongs t o the p o s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n s i t u a t i o n 
and c o n f l i c t s w i t h t h e theme o f t h e d i s c i p l e s ' l a c k o f 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . But i n i t s p r e s e n t p l a c e t h e ' c o n f e s s i o n ' 
i s r e j e c t e d . Here, however, Wrede was c l e a r l y i n d i f f i c u l t i e s 
and had n o t come t o a c l e a r d e c i s i o n . He found c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
m a t e r i a l i n Mark a l s o i n the account o f the h e a l i n g o f 
Bartimaeus and t h e e n t r y t o Jerusalem, These, however, he 
t o o k t o be l a t e developments i n t h e t r a d i t i o n . 

Luke, he s a i d , had r e t a i n e d the f u t u r e aspect o f 

Jesus' me s s i a h s h i p and made use o f the s e c r e t o f the p a s s i o n 

i n Mark t o s t r e s s the f a c t t h a t Jesus' messiahship could 

o n l y be p r o c l a i m e d i n t h e f u t u r e a f t e r the p a s s i o n and 

r e s u r r e c t i o n ^ ^ . Wrede a l s o thought t h a t G n o s t i c emphasis 

i n t he a p o c r y p h a l gospels on s e c r e t t e a c h i n g g i v e n t o t h e 

d i s c i p l e s , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n , was p r o b a b l y 

t o be r e g a r d e d as r e s u l t i n g f rom the o l d e r theme o f secrecy 

and t h e h i s t o r i c a l background to i t , as w e l l as being a 

l a t e r a d a p t a t i o n and development o f i t ^ \ 

Thus Wrede d e n i e d t h a t one c o u l d e x t r a c t from Mark, 

supplemented by Matthew and Luke, a p i c t u r e o f the l i f e o f 

Jesuso The work c o n t a i n s t o o many c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , demanding 

the use o f a r b i t r a r y c o n n e c t i o n s , t o make sense as h i s t o r y 

or t o a l l o w such a p r o c e d u r e . A l s o t h e c e n t r a l theme o f 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































