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HOUSEHOLD ECONOMY AND LIVELIHOOD STRATEGIES IN A PASTORAL COMMUNITY IN

THE CENTRAL PERUVIAN HIGHLANDS: A REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

by Carolyn Ivey

ABSTRACT

The subject of this thesis 1is the study of a pastoral community in its
regional context. The research was undertaken in 1979-1980 in the peasant
community of Tomas in the central highlands of Peru. It focussed on four
main areas: the domestic economy, levels of cash income and expenditure,

the historical context and the networks involved in the wool economy.

The body of theory which has been used in the present work concerns
peasant economy and its relationship with capitalist development. The
concepts of economic activity fields and 1linkage analysis have been
employed to form a framework for the analysis of the economic role of the
household and its relationship with the peasant community and the

regional economy.

The research was undertaken by means of general participant observation
and open-ended interviews with members of the community. In addition, a
detailed study of the economies of 20 households was made through the

medium of questionnaires on domestic production and consumption. Wider
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Abstract

economic networks were followed wup in order to investigate the
relationships which all households have with the regional economy.
Finally, historical depth was given to the research through the
collection of personal life histories and case studies, as well as by the

investigation of local, regional and national archives.

The main conlusions of the thesis concern the recent orientation of
domestic economy in Tomas. The commoditisation of pastoral products over
many years has meant that almost all households have had long-term
involvement in the cash economy. Lately, toco, the diversification of the
domestic economy in the face of communal and ecological constraints on
pastoralism has led, for a growing number of households, to a decreasing
reliance on communally controlled resources and a greater involvement in
the wider regional economy. These tendencies indicate that, despite their
physical isdlation, the pastoralists of Tomas are fully integrated into

the national economy of Peru.
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1.1.

PART ONE : THE PROBLEM

CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION

Aims and objectives

The objective of this thesis is to analyse the organisation of social and
economic relations within and beyond the pastoral community of Tomas in
the Yauyos region of central Peru. Its primary aims are: 1. to analyse
production and consumption in a rural economy based on pastoralism and
mining 1in terms of its wider regional context; 2. to study the
relationship between individual households and the community, with its
implications of conflict and fragmentation within the local economy; and
3. to determine the extent of differentiation and diversification within
a peasant economy, and to discover the ways in which the penetration of
capitalism has altered the meaning and functioning of non-capitalist

forms of economic organisation.

The central argument of the thesis will be directed at certain problems
extant in the 1local economy: the reasons behind the reluctance of
pastoralists to modernise or invest in their enterprises, and the

preferential tendency of both the wealthy and the poor to move out of
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agriculture and into trade, education and professional employment, on the
one hand, or wage labour on the other. In other words, what is the
motivation behind the accelerating rate of migration from the rural areas

and into the mining centres and cities?

Recent work on pastoralism has shown the great extent of this type of
economy in parts of the Andes and its importance in terms of other
agricultural economies, as well as the large scale markets for wool and
meat. However, because of the concentration of many works on the southern
sector of the highlands, and the frequent emphasis on the so-called
"traditional" aspects of pastoral populations, 1little work has been
directed towards wool and meat production in their wider regional context
and, especially in relation to the capitalist market economy which is now

dominant in many parts of the Peruvian Andes.

Work published on the Mantaro valley has created a broad-based image of
the area as a region with an agricultural base and a thriving market
econcmy which has been greatly influenced by mining. No such widespread
study has been made of the Yauyos region. Its small size and the
limitations of 1its agricultural and mining production have restricted
research interest in the area to a small number of local studies and two

wider surveys.

Capitalist relations of exchange are generalised in most areas of the
highlands and, whilst the degree of integration into the capitalist mode
of production varies according to location and local economy, there is
nowhere where capitalism has not had some effect. Where non-capitalist
relations persist, they may be largely based on the need to gain access

to scarce labour and goods within the confines of a constrained economy.
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Moreover, they do not indicate the conservatism of the peasantry or
resistence to the intrusion of capitalism, but are frequently exploited

by wealthier groups in the manipulation of the local labour force.

The importance of regional analysis as a tool in the study of peasant
economy has been acknowledged by a growing number of writers.
Furthermore, it has been emphasised that such a perspective must include
the organisation of production as well as distribution in order to avoid
an over-centralised view of region. Thus regional analysis must start
with local level organisation and, building on the integration of various
activity fields into domestic economic strategies, go on to investigate

the networks which relate individual households into the regional sphere.

In recent years it has also been established that, in the Andean context,
it 1is essential to understand the interaction between the peasant
household and higher level units of organisation. While the household is
the basic unit of economic organisation and decision making, groups of
households and larger institutionalised associations, modify individual
strategies. Thus, in the present context, the study of the household
economy must be balanced by an investigation into the interaction of

individual households in the wider communal sphere.

Finally, it should be emphasised that any study of the development of
local and regional economies and the formation of class interests must
involve the historical context. Only through an understanding of
historical contingency as well as current trends can the peasant economy

be understood as an element in the larger economic process.



1.2.

Introduction
La Santisima Trinidad de Tomas
The locality and larger region which is under investigation straddles the

watershed of the Western Cordillera of the Andes almost due east of Lima.

The comunidad campesina1 which forms the localised centre of the

investigation is called La Santisima Trinidad de Tomas (generally known
simply as Tomas). Situated on the road which connects the Mnataro valley

with Lima via Yauyos and Canete, it is 110 kilometres form the city of

Huancayo, while the journey to Lima is over 320 kilometres.

Tomas was recognised as a comunidad indigena (the name was later changed

to comunidad campesina) in 1927 and has retained much of its communal

organisation since that time. It has very little private land (a few
arable plots in the locality of the village) and by far the largest part
of its resources remain formally under the control of the communal

authorities. The village of Tomas itself is the capital (or villa) of the

district of the same name, which includes the "daughter" village (or
annex) of Huancachi. The total population of the district was given in
the 1981 national census as 1788 inhabitants. Of this total, 599 live in
the community of Huancachi and the remaining 1189 are resident in Tomas,
and are dispersed between the village and the puna (Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica 1981).2 The community counts with a kindergarten, primary and
secondary schools as well as the local offices of the Nucleo Educativo

Comunal (NEC).3

The community's lands, which form a rough triangle on the border of the
Department of Lima, support limited arable farming and a large population
of mostly wool-bearing animals. It occupies some 30,000 hectares in the

highest part of the Cordillera and the run-off from its lands flows both
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east into the Amazon basin and west into the Pacific. Administratively
Tomas is a district of the Province of Yauyos which, in turn is located
in the Department of Lima. Economically, the majority of its links

connect it with the Mantaro valley.

The community's principal economic base is pastoralism based on herds of
sheep, alpacas and llamas as well as smaller numbers of cattle and goats.
The puna zone, which extends to well over 29,000 hectares, provides
grazing for large herds of sheep, alpacas and llamas as well as cattle,
horses and donkeys in small numbers. There is also arable farming, but on
a very limited scale. The arable zone which lies at below 4000 metres
above sea level, covers an area of little more than 200 hectares of
steeply terraced and unirrigated fields or chacras which line the banks
of the two rivers that flow through the lower part of the community's
lands and unite in the village. The only crops grown are potatoes and
other Andean tubers, broad beans, and small quantities of quinua and

wheat.

Within the community's boundaries there are a number of small, privately
owned mines extracting lead, copper and zinc. Those residents of the
community who are not involved in agriculture, or unable to make their
living through it alone, find work in these mines or in the large state
owned mine of Yauricocha, which lies about fifteen kilometres beyond the
community's boundaries. Other income sources for households resident in
the community are largely confined to professional occupations in the
schools and government offices, trade, craft production based on wcol and
a small number of service activities {(mostly to service the population of
teachers and mine workers who come to live in the village on a temporary

basis).
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Largely because of its close involvement in the mining economy Tomas is
well served with transport links to both Lima and Huancayo. The main
Lima-Canete-Huancayo road runs through the community's puna and the
village itself, bringing mine trucks and private cars as well as two bus
services - one from Lima and the other from Huancayo - through the
village at regular intervals. There is also a rail link, built by the
Cerro de Pasco Corporation, to transport metal ores from Yauriocha
between Chaucha in the community's puna and Pachacayo, a Junction on the
main railway which links Lima to Huancayo. However, with the building of
a concentrator at Chumpe, only five kilometres from the mine and the

construction of the road, its use has declined greatly.

Tomas' 1links with the Yauyos region are largely restricted to its
political connections. The community is reliant on the provincial
government in Yauycs for help in times of crisis and the settlement of
disputes. When thefts have to be investigated, or recalcitrant comuneros
brought into line, the communal authorities must apply to Yauyos for the
assistance of the Guardia Civil (police). The mayor of Yauyos is
sometimes called in to lay foundation stones on new projects, or honour
ceremonies and the community's school teachers must go to the town every
month to collect their wages. However, Yauyos is a small town, with
little commercial activity. Although in its lower reaches the Canete
valley is an important agricultural zone, the narrow valleys high up in
the river's ravine produce little surplus and, what 1t does, is usually

sent directly to Lima.

The Mantaro valley has become one of the country's most important
agricultural production =zones, supplying Lima with large volumes of

vegetable and animal products. The city of Huancayo has also become an
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important commercial centre, attracting produce from the surrounding
areas for many miles around (Roberts 1976). It is therefore to Huancayo
that wool and meat traders from Tomas most often travel to sell their
wares, and from there that the majority of consumer goods are brought to

supply the households of the community.

The community's historical links with trade and mining have had a marked
effect on the population. The main products of the puna are wool and
meat, with milk being produced on a much smaller scale. The bulk of all
these products is, of necessity, sold or bartered to supply the household
with other foodstuffs and manufactured goods essential for its
reproduction. Even in the village, arable produce is too restricted to
allow any household to be self-sufficient. On the other hand, the
existence of many mines in the locality has led to the involvement of the

community in mining at least since the early colonial period.

Over the past four centuries Tomas has developed in the shadow of two
great export economies: minerals and wool. As a result, trade, transport
(based in the past largely on the community's herds of llamas and mules)
and mining have had a profound effect on the population, both

economically and culturally.

The setting

The two environments - village and puna - present two very different life
styles which, whilst they remain fundamentally dependent upon one
another, are difficult to reconcile in practical terms. For instance, a
household which is able to sustain itself on the basis of its herds often

finds 1little time to visit the village, or interest in 1its life,
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especially since it may be as much as two days' journey away. On the
other hand, a household which is either forced through lack of animals,
or chooses, to diversify its economy, or a man who has political
ambitions, are obliged to spend considerable periods away from their
estancias, thus jeopardising the precduction of their herds. In the past
the polarization which resulted from this separation was not marked. Most
households depended on their herds for their livelihoods and the majority
of their time was spent with the them in the puna. The village was
deserted for much of the year. In recent years, though, changes in the
wider economy, have meant that, for certain households, the opportunities

which the village offers often make it far more attractive than the puna.

The village settlement, which is situated in the extreme southwest of the
community's lands in the ravine of a tributary of the Canete river, is
remote from many of the pastoral zones. The valley around the village
supports what 1little arable production - potatoes, Andean tubers and
broad beans - 1is possible at this altitude. Above the village itself,
there are two small, privately-owned mines. However, there is no other
industry beyond the work of a few full-time weavers and some single women
who knit woollen clothing for the miners and teachers resident in the
village. And yet the village supports a sizeable population, part of it
consisting of temporary residents, down from the puna for business
reasons, and the remainder making up a more or less permanent population
of traders, teachers, school children, some of their mothers and

government employees, as well as retired people and some single women.

Much of the village's activity centres upon the community's schools -
kindergarten, primary and secondary schools - which all the children from

the village and the puna, as well as the secondary school children from
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from Huancachi, are expected to attend. There is a total of some 340 in
all three schoocls. Their numbers in the village are supplemented by a
considerable population of parents, teachers and employees of the Nucleo
Educativo Comunal (NEC), which together consti tute the educational

sector of the population.

The two mines close to the village provide employment for some 45 men of
whom 31 are Tomasinos. The remainder are immigrants from other villages
in the locality, the Mantaro valley and further afield. Although the work
which they offer is poorly paid in comparison with the large scale
Yauricocha mine, they do provide employment for men who have no other
viable source of income. Indeed, mine 1labour represents the most
important means through which Tomasinos without viable herds can make
their 1iving.4 Whilst long-term migrants may move on to the bigger mines
of Cerro de Pasco, Oroya or Morococha, many prefer to stay in or near

Tomas, while their families tend their herds and fields.

The village is also the principal residence of many of the community's
traders. Fifteen out of the total of 25 shops are located in the village
and, although they are not permanent residents, most of the wool and meat
traders spend part of their time there. In fact, the village is the
centre for much of the community's commercial activity. Besides the
day-to-day trade of the general goods stores and the bakery, there is a
once-weekly sale of meat in the village and once or twice weekly visits
of vegetable sellers coming from Huancayo and the Canete valley. Some of
the households in the puna within easy reach of the village come down at
regular intervals to buy bread, vegetables, kerosene and dry goods from
the traders. While the wholesale trade in wool and meat 1is almost

entirely restricted to the puna, it is in the bars and streets of the
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village that information often changes hands and deals are struck.

Thus, in spite of its limited production base, the village is occupied
and relatively busy for much of the year. This contrasts with other
pastoral villages, as well as with Tomas itself as little as forty years
ago.5 Moreover, its residents have succeeded in implementing numerous
infrastructural improvements over recent years which make Tomas cne of
the most '"progressive" communities in the Yauyos area. These have
included the installation of running water and electricity and the
construction of new municipal and school buildings, as well as the

opening of the NEC, the kindergarten and the secondary school.

Main characteristics of life in Tomas

The village, therefore, appears to be very much the hub of the community:
the centre for political decision making, for much commercial activity
and the place to which all households with children must eventually come
to bring them to school. And, in spite of the fact that the vast majority
of the community's productive resources are located in the puna and that
most of the trade in animal products takes place there, the traders
themselves have strong connections with the village. They tend to be the
owners of the best houses and are frequently the holders of political
office. In many cases it is they who have been behind communal projects;
their skill, knowledge and motivation have been put to use in convincing
government agencies of Tomas' needs and rights, as well as in persuading
community members to cooperate 1in their efforts to sustain the

community's, and particularly the urban settlement's, advancement.

The 1life of the pastoralist, on the other hand, is both hard and

10
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monotonous. Although the pastoralists of Tomas are not amongst the
poorest of peasants, the constraints which their environment, as well as
those which the community itself, impose on the expansion of the herding
economy, encourage those with surplus capital to diversify into external
activities. In addition, the herding regime, with 1its 1light labour
requirements and the wide geographic dispersal of the population, tends
to foster attitudes of strong independence and self-interest amongst the
herdsmen. Whilst there 1is a degree of cooperation between related
households, especially in the distribution of the herds of different
species into the grazing zones most suited to them, many households
manage the day-to-day care of the herds wunder their control
independently. And, although those households sharing a single estancia,
may watch over each others animals during periods of absence, there is an
inbuilt degree of competition between them for the grazing which they
share. Frequent conflicts erupt, leading to the periodic relocation of
the households occupying an estancia. In addition, because of their
remoteness from the village and the fact that the schemes of the village
residents who largely control communal interests, offer puna dwellers

little advantage, there is a degree of hostility between the two Zzones.

The ownership of the majority of animals is in private hands, with the
basic wunit of production being the household. Many puna dwelling
households devote themselves entirely to the care of their livestock and
the elaboration of animal products (principally woollen goods). Since
there is no other means of agricultural 1livelihood in the puna, a
household may have to provide for all its needs through the sale or
barter of animal products. Thus, in spite of their general independence

as producers, the restricted nature of puna produce make all pastoral
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households dependent both on barter, and the regional market for wool and

meat, to supply their needs.

Although many of the puna households consist of independent herdsmen,
there 1is also a proportion of shepherds amongst them. Shepherd
households, which usually have their own herds, are responsible for the
animals of households which are not permanently resident in the puna.
These latter may be long-term migrants to the mines or cities, households
permanently resident in the village (as in the case of teachers), or they
may be traders who travel continuously between Huancayo, the puna and the

village.

The type of contract between herd owner and shepherd household varies
with individual cases: some shepherds are immigrants on fixed contracts,
some are young Tomasino households trying to establish a viable herd of
their own and some are close relatives, caring for the herds of an absent
family member. In accordance with the specific terms of contract, payment
may take the form of a fixed annual salary, an allowance for each animal
tended, a half share of the offspring, or a combination of any of these.
Whilst it is clear that, in the cases of some long term shepherds, they
may actually own larger numbers of animals than their employers, in many
cases the shepherd-herd owner relation points up the existence of =a
considerable degree of economic differentiation within the community. In
addition, the absence of considerable numbers of comuneros from the puna

is an indication of growing economic diversity.

Over the past fifty years, with the expansion of commercial activity
centred on Lima and Huancayo, the extension of communications systems and

the country's increasing commitment to education, new hopes as well as
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opportunities have presented themselves to those Tomasinos with the
capital to diversify their domestic economy. Because much of the trade in
which all puna households are involved is carried out in cash, those
wealthier households who wish to diversify their economies, do not
usually suffer from a shortage of easily convertible capital assets. As a
result, not only has there been a decline in the maximum numbers of
animals held by single households as animals are sold off to finance
education or alternative economic ventures, but many of the wealthiest
"and best educated members of the community have left their herds in the

care of shepherds and migrated to other parts of the country.

Whilst it is undeniable that there is a considerable degree of economic
differentiation within the community, in no way could the majority of its
members be classed as "the poorest of peasants" (Matos Mar 1982:82).
Moreover, such differentiation as exists does not form the main basis for
the conflicts which arise within the community. While it is primarily the
wealthier households which are involved in trade, education and migration
and who live in the village or even outside the community, those who live
in the puna are not the poorest households. Those with inadequate herds
cannot sustain an independent pastoral way of 1life and are obliged to
work as shepherds or, more often, to seek work in the mines. The
conflicts which arise over communal issues are often founded on the
different aspirations of puna and village dwellers. Those in the puna are
committed to independent herding and their needs relate to the quality
and extent of the land which they are able to graze and the number and
condition of their animals. They are largely independent, having no
desire for the improvement of the village, and may not see the community

as anything more than an impediment to their domestic econcmy. On the
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other hand, village dwellers see themselves as concerned for the well
being of the community and determined to improve living standards in the
village. In their view the puna residents are negligent of their communal

obligations and bent only on their own personal advancement.

Despite the attitudes of the village dwellers, those who remain in the
puna sustain a lifestyle which, each day, seems harder and more isolated.
Although they are not generally the poorest, they tend to be the least
educated members of the population, since education frequently makes a
person unfit for the life of the herdsman. Moreover, they are neglected
by the government's rural development schemes. The government has
channelled almost all its efforts in improving pastoralism into the
creation of community cooperatives, which have received both financial
assistance and access to high quality breeding stock. Programmes of
education for pastoralists have always been sporadic and, while recent
research interest in the alpaca may be of future use to the herders of
Tomas, they have little faith in government agents such as the veterinary
technician (sectorista) who makes regular, if infrequent, calls to the
community. Moreover, the community itself has displayed little interest
in the improvement of its pastoral sector. Although Tomas is noted for
its improvement schemes, these have nearly all been carried out in the
village, to the neglect of its main productive base in the puna. Even the
two cooperative herding enterprises which it has established with
government grants, now supply cash for the improvement of the village,
which is a place where pastoralists seldom visit and in which many of

them have little interest.

The wurban population, which includes the majority of those holding

political office, 1is <conscious of the needs of the village and
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enthusiastic to have them satisfied. Those in political office, who are
frequently also traders who depend on the village for much of their
livelihoods, are the vociferous exponents of the "advancement" of the
community. Although few comuneros are without animals and all are
confronted with the same constraints to their pastoral economies, those
who have diversified into other fields, are no longer so dependent upon
the productivity of their herds. Also, they tend to be better educated
and better informed about husbandry techniques than puna residents. Some
of the wealthiest pastoralists have been in a position to buy pedigree
breeding stock, while others spend considerable amounts of cash on
medications and vaccines which they buy in Huancayo. However, because of
the 1lack of control over animal movements, such actions often have
limited effects on the quality of 1livestock. Moreover, because the
community's interest 1is so firmly rooted in the development of the
village, individual proposals for improvements in the puna, such as
fencing, the rotation of pastures or the rehabilitation of old irrigation
systems, have never been carried out. Thus the individual pastoralist
household, faced with the impossibility of making major improvements to
its stock on the communally held pasture, is frequently obliged to rely
primarily on the lore of pastoralism passed on to it by its parents in
the knowledge that it will at least ensure it an adequate living in a

remote and hostile environment.

Whilst the preceding paragraphs can in no way be said to constitute a
complete view of Tomas' economic and social structure, they do attempt to
highlight certain areas of discontinuity and potential conflict within
the community which will be analysed in this thesis. However, up to now

we have been looking at an economy which relies almost exclusively on
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export monoculture in isolation from its markets and without an
understanding of the way in which this particular situation has come into
being over time. Consequently, we have highlighted the results of the
larger economic process without the development of an understanding as to
how it operates in this context, and the extent to which local action has
stimulated or altered its affects on Tomas. In order to understand the
situation in Tomas as outlined above, it is therefore necessary to look

at the community in both its regional and historical contexts.

The regional context

Tomas' regional situation is somewhat ambiguous. It 1s situated on the
watershed of the Western Cordillera of the Andes and has relations with
two valley regions. On the west lies the region of Yauyos, whose rivers
run into the Canete which empties into the Pacific and on the east is the
Mantaro intermontane valley region: a river whose waters empty into the

Amazon.

Since the times of the reducciones in 1569 Tomas has been politically
included in the Canete valley: first under the system of encomiendas and
later as a part of the province of Yauyos.6 All its political 1links
remain with Yauyos and with the department of Lima. Its petitions are
delivered to the provincial authorities there and, each month, 1its
teachers are obliged to make the precarious Journey to the provincial
capital for their pay. Yet Tomas has few economic linkages with Yauyos,
nor with the Canete valley. Although the "members of Tomas ayllu",
exchanged rights in grazing lands for rights in arable lands with
neighbouring ayllus 1in the eighteenth century; there are no crop

surpluses currently produced in the upper Canete valley which could
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provide the basis for barter with the wool producing households of Tomas.
While there is a small weekly market in the hamlet of Tinco some ten
kilometres down the valley at which some Tomasino traders buy vegetables
for resale in the community, and two or three itinerant vegetable sellers
visit the community each week with the produce of the Canete valley, the
town of Yauyos is rural in comparison with Huancayo, and Lima is some 320
kilometres distant from Tomas. All these factors restrict Tomas' economic

links with the inhabitants on this side of the watershed.

There is no historical documentation of the early relations between Tomas
and the Mantaro valley. However, since Tomas is unable to obtain arable
produce through barter with its neighbours in the Upper Canete valley, it
is to the Mantaro and the montana (or high jungle) beyond it that people
travel to exchange their woollen goods and meat for maize and other
grains - and have done so0 for as long as living memory extends. Traders
from Tomas make the trip to Huancayo to sell wool and meat from the
community's herds and bring back foodstuffs, kerosene and clothing. All
the community's wool 1s sold in Huancayo and, while one of the
community's meat traders considered Lima to be amongst his markets,
Huancayo 1is far more important for all trade both to and from the

community.

Thus, although most of the pastoral communities further down the ravine
of the Canete river send their wool directly to the Lima market, in the
case of Tomas, much of whose puna lies on the Mantaro side of the
watershed, it is simply more practicable to send wool the 100 kilometres
to Huancayo than over 300 to Lima. The logic of its economic affiliations
have outweighed political pressure to include it in a region of which it

is not an integral part, and so it remains on the watershed in a
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metaphorical as well as a literal sense.

The history of Tomas has been one of a continuous struggle to establish
and maintain its rights to lands in the puna. The long-running series of
disputes with neighbouring communities and haciendas, with mines both on
its land and nearby, and even between factions of the community itself,
have resulted in a strong sense of communal identity which is expounded
by those most concerned with the community's advancement (i.e.
principally those town-dwelling comuneros who have been involved in
infrastructural projects within the community). In fact, Tomasinos are
known as being a proud people by the members of neighbouring communities.
Their love of horses, their access to wide extensions of puna and their
victories over the haciendas, their neighbours and even the Agrarian

Reform, have made them the subject of some envy in other communities.7

In spite of the strength of their communal identity, though, the
composition of the population has changed frequently over the period
since the Spanish conquest. On the one hand there have been repeated
influxes of labourers to work the mines in the locality while, on the
other, the settlement has been all but emptied on a number of occasions
following natural disasters. Its pastoral and mining economy has meant
that the transport of goods by pack animals has been a feature of the
people's 1livelihood over this period. Transport and mine labour have
undoubtedly had a considerable effect on people's awareness of industrial
development in the wider regional and national contexts, as well as on
their attitudes to their life style in comparison with those which they
have seen 1in other places. Moreover, 1in recent years, with the
development of a labour market and increasing emphasis being placed on

the importance of education, the rate of out-migration, both temporary

18



Introduction

and permanent, has accelerated alongside the growing realisation of the

limitations of the life of the herdsman.

The economy of Tomas cannot therefore be understood, either today or in
the past, without considering the twin influences of mining and the wool
trade upon it. There have been various studies of the historical effects
of the mining economy on the communities of the central highlands
(Bonilla, H 1974a; Yepes 1974; De Wind 1977; Laite 1978), as well as a
small number on the relations between local pastoral economies in the
southern highlands and the national and international wool market
(Appleby 1976; Orlove 1977). But Tomas has developed over the past
centuries in the shadow of both these important export economies. It is,
thus, inevitable that their cycles of growth and decline have affected
both the choice of economic strategy within the household and feelings of

solidarity in the community as a whole.

The development of the export market for wool and the advent of a
national market for woollen manufactures have contributed to the
increased market valuation of wool and thus stimulated production.
Although early data on the destination of wool produced in Tomas are not
available, as early as the sixteenth century European sheep were
distributed to communities in the Yauyos region by the corregidor Davila
Brizeno (1965). In the early part of the present century the large number
of sheep being kept on the community's pasture, as well as personal
recollections, confirm the community's involvement in the wool trade at
that time. Although the expansion of haciendas, both within and on the
borders of the community during the early part of this century threatened
the survival of the community's pastoral households, the collapse of the

wool market in the 1920's and the subsequent decline in the strength of
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haciendas which culminated in the community's gains from the Agrarian
Reform of 1969, assured the survival of pastoral production in Tomas.
Today, whilst its viability 1is still threatened by changes in the
international price of wool, as well as by 1its decapitalisation by
wealthier individual households, pastoralism remains the only secure
foundation for the economy. Herds are, as several Tomasinos pointed out,
Un respaldo, "a piggy-bank', on which they can always fall back in times

of economic constraint.

The effects of the mining economy on Tomas have been more diverse and
remain more complex to assess. Although it is obvious that the presence
of mines in the area has attracted people to Tomas despite the evident
natural disadvantages of its situation, the long-term effects of mine
labour on the population have not been uniform. The small mines operating
in the region have not been capable of providing the stable source of
employment which those of Cerro de Pasco and Huancavelica did for other
nearby communities in the central highlands (Bonilla, H 1974a). The early
history of the Yauricocha mine is unknown, but during the present century
it has only provided sporadic employment. Moreover, the pastoral economy,
unlike that of arable farming, does not allow seasonal migration. In
Tomas, migration has tended to be restricted to young men who have left
the community for longer periods, with the intention of returning with
the cash to purchase the animals and thus form a herd of their own.
Whilst in the past, many of these men returned, with or without the cash
to buy a herd, in recent years, many of those who have taken up

employment in the mines, have not returned.

The relations of the community as a whole with the mines on and near its

lands have remained contradictory. On the one hand mines damage the
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community's lands and roads and pollute its grazing and its rivers, while
Tomas earns 1little revenue from them. On the other, the communal
authorities have always seen the nearby mines as a source of technical
and material assistence in their projects, as well as providing
employment for some comuneros. The minutes of communal assemblies are
quite capable of containing the condemnation of a particular mine for
damage of Tomas' lands in one paragraph and a petition to the same mine
owners for help in reconstruction after floods in another (Actas de la

Comunidad de Tomas 1974).

In summary, then, the village now appears to be the political and social
hub of the community. It is the centre for education, communal action and
much of the community's trade. In addition, a great deal of communal cash

and labour has been invested in the improvement of village facilities.

Village dwellers, while they acknowledge the importance of the puna and
almost certainly own some livestock themselves, have little affection for
the bulk of the puna population. Although many of them glorify the life
of the puna and their devotion to their animals, few actually spend much
time there. They may no longer carry out the rituals appropriate to
herding (such as the herranza or animal fertility and marking ritual)
and, for many of them, the sale of their wool on the market is considered
less trouble and more profitable than barter. They see the pastoralists
as only interested in their own livelihood and unconcerned for the
progress of the community. If they employ shepherds, they probably
mistrust them, blaming them secretly, 1if not openly, for the loss of

their animals attributed to predation or theft.

Pastoralists who reside in the puna spurn the life of the village in the
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ravine where they say that there is "no sun and no space", in favour of
the wide open punas and the difficult life of herding. Aware of their
impotence to improve the state of pastoralism on communal lands owing to
the village's control of political and economic resources and suspicious
of outside agencies, they remain strongly independent and resistant to

change.

It is these constraints imposed on the pastoral economy which have led
many wealthier households to divert their main interests away from their
animals and into trade and the education of their children. Such a
situation has led to the increasing outmigration of the wealthier and
best-educated members of the community and the progressive deterioration
of pastoralism. This situation is broadly parallel to that documented as
having happened in the agricultural community of Mito, which Hernen
Castillo describes as "the orphan of its illustrious children" (Castillo

1964).

The disjgnction which appears between the life of the puna and that of
the village, and the ambitions of those who live in these two vastly
different environments can be viewed both through the historical and
geographical contexts in which the community has developed. These wider
temporal and spatial effects may be summarised in the following three
points. In the first place, the community's ability to maintain its
control over a considerable tract of well-watered puna grazing has given
it the means to establish a relatively wealthy economy. Secondly, Tomas'
relative closeness to the dynamic market region of the Mantaro valley has
meant, not only intensive involvement in the market for wool and meat,
but also a concomitant decline in the importance of barter with a valley

with such highly capitalised agriculture. Thirdly, the community's
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involvement in mining and transport has provided many households with
cash earnings as well as giving many people first-hand experience of the
wider regional and national economies. As a result the population of
Tomas is well informed, fairly wealthy and market orientated. The
community as an administrative unit shows great ability in making use of

government schemes and playing its political cards to its own advantage.

Methodology

In order to gain access to the type of data which would be appropriate to
the study outlined in the first part of this chapter I have employed

historical, anthropological and sociological research methods.

I made a thorough study of many of the documents found in the community's
archives, including minutes of communal meetings, letters to the
community authorities and documentation of government schemes (the
majority of which documents date from the 1940's). I also examined a
number of old legal documents describing disputes over boundaries and
rights of access to grazing lands which date from the eigtheenth century.
In the Lima archives I sought all sources of colonial and post-colonial
documentation on the province of Yauyos as well as historical data on

mining in the Tomas region.

I spent almost a year in Tomas, during which time I used the village as

my residential base. Because of the difficulties of accommodation in the

puna, I restricted my contacts with this zone largely to one day trips,
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travelling on foot, by horse and, sometimes, motorised transport. Because
of the vast extension of the community's puna and the poor access to much
of it, the majority of my contacts were with people living in the zones
closest to the village. However, 1 also found it possible to locate
certain of my puna-dwelling informants during their trips to the village,

and even in Huancayo and Lima.

In the course of the year I made monthly trips to Huancayc in order to
buy supplies, to type and reproduce questionnaires and to talk with
friends and colleagues about my work. I was also able, at these times, to
follow up some of the leads suggested by information obtained in Tomas,
and thus to carry out the groundwork for the later research which I did

in that city.

These trips also enabled me to work on the photographs which formed an
important aspect of my study. I took two cameras with me to the field, as
well as supplies of film, chemicals and equipment, which made it possible
for me to make extensive use of photography in my work. Not only was it
possible for me to pay my informants for their help with photographs of
their families, it also enabled me to build up an extensive photographic
record of life in the community during the time in which 1 was there.

Some of these photographs appear in the present thesis.

In Tomas, besides general participant observation which took me to
shearings and fiestas, the ceremonies for the inauguration of electricity
and the patios of weavers to share in the experiences of life in Tomas, I
employed more formalised techniques of information gathering using
informants. I conducted a census of the majority of households (this

could not be completed because of the size of the puna and the reluctance
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of some comuneros to attend village events or cooperate with my work), as
well as a detailed study of the production and consumption of a small

sample of comunero households, using a series of written guestionnaires.

The production questionnaire, which was filled in during two sessions
with the head of the household, included sections on the ownership of
animals, labour used, inputs and productivity, of pastoralism and
agriculture. It also had sections which related to other income sources
in which the household members were involved. The final section included
a small number of questions on the informant's personal attitudes to life
in Tomas. The consumption questionnaire, which was usually completed with
the woman of the household, consisted of a list of all the basic
foodstuffs and domestic goods usually purchased by households in Tomas.
It also included space for details of bulk purchases, rents and payments
to peones. Two of these latter questionnaires were completed, one in June
and the other in September 1980. Data from these questionnaires are used
to substantiate the arguments in the chapters on the household economy

and they are reproduced in full in the Appendix.

Using largely members from the same households, I also employed informal
interviews and the recording of 1life histories to obtain both an
historical perspective and information on attitudes which might be
pertinent to my investigation. In addition I made detailed case studies
of the economic organisation of two households and followed some of the

trading links through to the markets of Huancayo.

Expanding my research into the regional context, I conducted informal
interviews with representatives of Alpaca Peru, Incolana, some of the

neighbouring cooperative herding enterprises (SAIS), the wool factories
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of Huancayo and Lima and several of the owners of wool warehouses in
Huancayo. I observed the conduct of wool collection, purchase and sale in
the Huancayo markets and undertook a questionnaire with persons involved
in wool transactions. 1 alsc spent some time investigating the
organisation of the mines which have close links through wage labour
and/or the occupation of communal territory, in an effort to create a
fuller picture of the types of interaction which the community has had

with these important local sources of both employment and conflict.

From these many sources I have been able to construct an ample and
multi-stranded picture of the local and regional economy of Tomas. It is

this which constitutes the bulk of the remainder of the thesis.

The work is divided into three sections. The first, which includes this
introduction, deals with what I have called The Problem. It sets out the
basic theoretical and empirical debates that underpin the data which are
presented in the latter parts of the thesis. Thus Chapter 2 deals with
the theoretical debate on regional analysis, the study of household and
community in the Andes and the debate on the penetration of capitalism
into peasant society. Chapter 3 considers some of the recent work on the
two regions between which Tomas is located: the Mantaro and Upper Canete
(Yauyos) valleys, as well as describing some of the work which has

appeared on pastoralism in the Andes.

Part Two deals with historical data. Chapter 4 1is concerned with the
historical background to the economies of wool and mining. It also
presents a brief history of the rise of the city of Huancayo as a
regional market centre. Chapter 5 deals specifically with the history of

the community of Tomas since the seventeenth century, its relation to the
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mining economy of the locality and its social and economic status in the

middle of the present century.

The third section sets out the field data gathered during the periods
which I spent in Tomas and Huancayo. Chapter 6 makes a general ecoclogical
and economic description of puna and village in Tomas, detailing the
community's agricultural resources and outlining the alternative activity
fields in which comuneros commonly engage. It notes how the different
economic strategies employed by individual househclds affect their
residence patterns and the ways in which these have changed over recent

years.

Chapters 7 and 8 entail a detailed description of the household economy
in the community. Aggregate data on the various economic activity fields,
the linkages which they have with other areas, and the advantages,
benefits and constraints which they present to the households which
employ them, are the subject of the first of these two chapters. The
second describes the numerous ways in which individual households combine
such activities in their efforts to create viable livelihood strategies,
whether for survival or expansion. It presents detailed case studies and
data on production and consumption in order to analyse the organisation
of the domestic economy and to point up its reliance on cash and consumer

goods.

Chapter 9 shows how the community acts as a constraining factor on the
economies of individual households and illustrates the types of tensions
and conflicts which arise from the interaction of household and community
interests. 1t also shows that, since the community organisation 1is

dominated by a particular sector of the population, conflicts are often
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related to problems of economic differentiation and the various aims and
aspirations of households within the community, rather than to an
opposition between certain households and the '"community" as a

collectivity.

Chapter 10 relates the househcld to 1its wider regional environment
through the networks which are established within specific activity
fields. Through a detailed study of the networks which relate wool
production to the regional and national economies via traders and wool
dealers in Tomas and Huancayo, the importance which the regional economy

has for the community is emphasised.

Throughout all these chapters emphasis is placed on the role of change in
the local and regional economies. Data from earlier in the present
century is presented wherever it is available, and each chapter ends with
a section dealing specifically with the changing trends of social and
economic behavior in Tomas. Finally, in Chapter 11 the data discussed in
the previous chapters is drawn together to present a conclusion to the

thesis.

NOTES

1. Or "peasant community", whose creation and significance 1is described
in greater detail in the next chapter. A full list of those Spanish and
Quechua terms used throughout the thesis appears in the Glossary.

2. It should be noted that this figure includes all persons resident in
the community, thus incorporating immigrant mine workers, teachers and
other non-comunero residents.

3. The term Nucleo Educative Comunal was originally applied to large
neighbourhood schools in urban areas. In the rural context, it is a
status given to one of a number of small village schools which makes it
the administrative centre for the whole group.

4, As far as could be ascertained from informants or other sources, the
community has no history of temporary migration in search of employment
in other industries. This compares with the neighbouring community of
Hauncaya some of whose population migrates to the haciendas of the lower
Canete valley to work (De la Cadena 1980).
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5. Webster (1973) and Flores (1977) also describe the villages of
pastoralists as being unoccupied for much of the year.

6. For a fuller discussion of the historical origins of Tomas' political
position see Chapter 5 of the present thesis.

7. Horses are generally considered to be symbols of prestige in the Andes
and Tomasinos are very fond of showing them off as such at horse races
and in feats of horsemanship such as the jala pato. A saying in Huancaya,
the community on Tomas' northwest boundary, runs that "En Tomas hay

caballos, pero no hay sol" ("In Tomas there are horses, but no sun."): a
reference to the deep ravine in which the village is built and which only
enjoys the sun between eight and three o'clock each day. (Personal

communication from Maris Soledad De la Cadena.)
8. This point has also been made about other groups of pastoralists by
Custred (1974:257).
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CHAPTER 2 : THEORETICAL THEMES

Introduction

As has been outlined in the introduction, the present study aims to look
at a local wool producing economy of a community in the central Peruvian
highlands within the context of its larger regicnal environment. The
present chapter sets out my theoretical perspective and deals with past
and present work on the local and regional economy by focusing on those
areas of theoretical debate pertinent to the data presented in the
thesis. The chapter is divided into three main sections: the first deals
with the current debate on regional analysis, while the second
concentrates on the importance of social and economic relations between
households within peasant communities, and the third discusses the role

which capitalist relations of production play in Andean peasant society.

Over recent years there has been a deepening interest in anthropological
and sociological studies in the relation between regional economies,
household and community studies, and the role which capitalism plays in
the peasant economy. All of these fields of knowledge have passed through
a number of 1intellectual phases which have brought them continually
closer to each other, so that they now offer an effective framework for

the study of economic relations in a peasant society. In broadest terms,
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the ways in which these three theoretical areas unite to form such a

coherent framework are described in the paragraphs which follow.

The importance of regional analysis as a necessary aspect of theoretical
discussions of development has long been recognised. While its earliest
forms originated in spatially oriented geographical concepts which
centred on markets and the flows of goods between them and outlying
areas, more recent work has evolved a broader approach focused on the
relations involved 1in production, though not to the exclusion of
distribution. Such a viewpoint demands that a regional perspective move
away from the consideration of market centres as the only hub of a
regional economy, and into the study of production, small-scale trade and
local level organisation through the perspective of "activity fields".
The study of the "linkages" which unite different activity fields allows
the researcher to expand his study into the regional perspective and thus

to gain a clearer understanding of the ways in which development occurs.

At the local level, recent research into the organisation of production
has focused on the household, groups of households and larger
organisational units such as the community. These, in turn, have been
shown to be related to the region through the medium of specific activity
fields. On the one hand the debate has concerned the determination of the
minimal productive unit. This was originally specified as the community,
but in more recent work the role of the household, groups of households
and other social networks at the household 1level in the control of

production as well as consumption has been more clearly understood.

Another important aspect of the debate on social organisation and

production in peasant society has concentrated on the extent to which
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capitalist relations of production have penetrated the so-called
"traditional", non- or pre-capitalist, peasant community. One group of
researchers has maintained the resistance of peasant communities, based
on reciprocal relations and patterns of social interaction, to what they
see as the destructive influences of capitalist  penetration.
Alternatively, other work has shown how, far from resisting capitalism,
individual peasants and entrepreneurs in such communities frequently
embrace cash-based labour and market relations and manipulate them to

their own advantage.

The three sections which follow entail a more detailed survey of the ways
in which the research and theoretical debates in these three areas have
developed. The critical evaluation of the positions taken by various
writers, both through reference to other works and in terms of my own
experience, will be used to construct a framework for the data which will

be presented in the latter past of the thesis.

The development of regional analysis

The central theme of this section is a survey of some of the most widely
used models put forward in the study of regional formations. I shall,
however, preface that discussion with a summary of the arguments both for
and against the basic tenets of dependency theory and the analysis of
development in terms of "world system" which, to a great extent, have
constituted the thesis to which recent regional models have become the

antithesis. In spite of their rejecticon of many of its basic aspects,
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though, such models have retained much of the general perspective adopted

by dependency theory.

Dependency theory

Dependency theory, which Carol Smith includes under the general heading
of "world system theory" (Smith, C 1982),1 was first popularised by Andre
Gunder Frank. He rejected the "dualist" interpretation of the nature of
underdeveloped nations which was expounded by modernisation theory (Frank
1967). Dualistic theory maintains that there are two completely separate
economic sectors in under-developed countries. One, which is linked to
the world economy, is dominated by capitalist relations of labour and
trade, whilst the other, which remains isolated, relies on traditional
relations. Frank maintains that there remain no isolated sectors in such
an economy which capitalism has not penetrated and changed. All sectors
are closely articulated with the metropolitan power by political and
social as well as economic ties of dependency. This situation, he argues,
in fact facilitates the extraction of surplus at each level of
dependency. It also leads to alliances between respective groups of the
bourgeoisie and a consequent increase in polarisation between dominant

and subjugated groups at each level.

Rather, Frank describes the dependent nature of the relations existing
between "metropolitan" nations of the industrialised West and the
"satellite" nations of the sc¢-called Third or Developing World as being
based on the exploitation of the latter by the former. The theory, set
out in a much abbreviated form, maintains that the underdeveloped state
in which Third World countries find themselves is not a natural stage of

their transformation towards developed states, but a result of their
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contact with the industrialised nations which dominated them. In other
words, domination was the means by which economic surpluses were
extracted from such countries and that, over time, this led to their
EgggzdevelOpment. He saw the dependent relationship between metropolitan
and satellite nations as replicated at all other 1levels of economic
interaction down to the local level. Thus, while the metropolitan nation
exploited the satellite one, so within the satellite, "metropolitan"
cities exploited smaller provincial ones which, in their turn, exploited

the countryside, and so on.

Whilst there 1is general agreement over the major part of Frank's
argument, other writers, including Laclau (1971), criticise his failure
to define what he means by "capitalism". Frank sees dependency in terms
of unequal relations of trade and does not include production in his
image of exploitation. As a result, he is able to assert that Latin
America has been capitalist since the earliest period of colonialism.
However, as Laclau points out, this assertion ignores the fact that, at
that time no country in Europe was dominated by a capitalist mode of
production and was not therefore, according to Marx, a capitalist
economy. What Frank is in fact referring to - according to Laclau - in
the case of the <colonisation of Latin America, 1is mercantile

expansionism, and not the spread of capitalism as a mode of production.

The fact that there 1is evidence of the existence of innumerable
situations in which non-capitalist relations of both labour and trade
exist and continue to thrive offers tangible prcof of the fallacy of
Frank's proposition. In fact, as Laclau states:

"In regions with dense indigenous populations - Mexico, Peru,

Bolivia, or Guatemala - the direct producers were not despoiled of
their ownership of the means of production, while extra-economic
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coercion to maximise various systems of labour service....was
progressively intensified. In the West Indies, the economy was based
on a mode of production constituted by slave labour, while in the
mining areas there developed disguised forms of slavery and other
types of forced labour which bore not the slightest resemblance to
the formation of a capitalist proletariat." (ibid.:30)
Other recent writers on dependency reject Frank's rather simple view of
the supremacy of capitalism in the relations between metropolitan and
satellite nations (such as the work of Cotler and Dos Santos, discussed
in Long 1975). They have alsoc attempted to introduce more complex models
to explain metropolitan-satellite relations, which will allow for greater
local-level flexibility and interaction. However, their continuing
emphasis on the exploitative aspects of the relationship between dominant
and subordinate sectors have restricted the potential for the analysis of
relations within or between the various sectors at the local level.2 It
is this inability of dependency theory to address local variation and
adaptation to capitalist penetration - adaptation which may ultimately
affect the success of both government directed and private schemes to
capitalise production in the countryside - which has challenged recent

writers to seek alternative levels of analysis capable of interpreting

such phenomena.

In fact, what clearly arises from the works of writers on dependency,
including those of both Frank and Laclau, is that no over-arching theory
can account for the ways in which capitalist and non- or pre-capitalist
forms of production are combined at the 1local level. Rather, each
locality generates its own form of\such interaction based on locally
important social and economic factors. Thus, they argue that it is

impossible to study the relationship between nations or other large scale

entities outside of an understanding of local factors which are present
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in individual regional economies.

Regional analysis

Regional analysis, whose importance for the study of the integration of
local level economic and social situations into wider spheres of activity
was first proposed in the mid-seventies, 1s now widely accepted as a
relevant analytical tool amongst writers on Latin America. Whilst the
general principle is of admitted relevance, though, its definition has
become an area of discussion over the past ten years. In order to be able
to make use of such a perspective, I shall therefore outline some of the
current debates on regional analysis in order to establish the criteria

on which my own particular concept is based.

In early works (Smith, C 1976), which were dominated by the original
geographer's spatial attitude towards region, there was a predominant
interest in the role of the circulation of goods and relations of trade
which bore a marked resemblance to the shortcomings of Frank's dependency
theory. Grounded firmly in the theory of "central places", "dendritic
marketing systems" and "locational analysis'", such analyses tended to
minimise the importance of the role which the control of the means of
production plays in the extraction of surplus. Whilst Smith notes that
"production variables are not ighored but are placed within a regional
economic framework where the critical variable is the mode of exchange"
(Smith, C 1976, I1:310), in a later paper, she feels obliged to remark
that she may have previously been guilty of implying that surplus is
extracted through market monopoly. Rather, she goes on to emphasise that
"Surplus 1is extracted 1in dendritic marketing systems because these

systems foster differential growth in productive capacity" (Smith, C
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1982:321).

One of the germinal themes underlying much regional analysis 1is "the
focus on the pattern of hierarchical relationships that develops between
places within a region" (Long and Roberts 1984:6) which goes under the
general heading of "central place theory". According to this theory, as
set out by Smith (1976), the spatial organisation of a locality and the
placement of its markets are determined by market competition. Thus a
town or village will become a market centre for a given area of producers
and consumers, only as its position allows it to compete with other
similar urban centres. Certain urban centres, because of their position,
access to transport links or production zones, are best placed to become
"central places". To them merchants and wealthier farmers flock to trade.
They become political and social as well as economic centres, attracting
migration from outlying areas. Arcund them smaller centres trade in less
expensive, everyday goods, in an hierarchical system which assures the
provision of purchasers of produce and suppliers of consumer goods at an

economic rate to all areas of the countryside.

Although this theory has a certain conceptual use, it has several
failings which lead researchers to a biased view of regional
organisation. In the first place, as Long and Roberts note, this theory
lends itself to an understanding of social and economic inequalities
within a region as being based entirely upon inequalities in access to
marketing and credit facilities. They go on note that, according to this
view, "The region itself tends to be defined in terms of a major
marketing centre and its sphere of influence" (Long and Roberts 1984:6).
Such an attitude gives an over-simplified view of regional organisation

and has led to many of the mistakes in emphasis and interpretation made
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by both researchers and governmental agencies.

In her later work Smith criticises her own model on the grounds that it
neglects the class dynamics of regional structures. Because it takes a
purely economic and static view of the organisation of a given region, it
is not capable of accounting for the existance of conflicting interests
amongst groups of merchants, agriculturalists and industrialists
competing for labour or markets within the region. Moreover, Long and
Roberts emphasise that such interests are inevitably redefined over time
as new opportunities, often created by changes in the national or
international market, become available to certain sectors of the
population. A static view of regional organisation, based on a purely
spatial concept, 1s unable to cope with the "many different interests

(involved which produce an) historically contingent rather than logically

necessary outcome" (Smith, C 1982:339: her emphasis).

This continuing emphasis on the supreme importance of markets and
circulation of goods seems to have been a factor in the work of many of
the principal exponents of the regional model in its early stages. Long
and Roberts note that, because of their reliance on this theory, their
original research proposal "concentrated excessively on systems of
exchange and distribution as key factors in shaping relationships between
social groups and in determining the development of local communities. In
the course of the research, we became convinced that not only did our
analysis require greater historical depth, but that it was more useful to
focus on production and, in particular, on the regional system of
production that had evolved in this area in order to understand both past
and present developments" (Long and Roberts 1984:5). I now propose to go

on to discuss the role which Long and Roberts see production and the
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historical dimension playing in the study of class struggle and the

development of regional economies.

In the introduction to their work on regional analysis Long and Roberts
emphasise the importance of the study of the dynamics of regional
structure through production because "in areas affected by the rapid
expansion of export production, the dominant force for change in local
economies has been the requirements which this production has had for
labour, land and necessary infrastructure" (ibid.:8). The ability of
certain groups of the peasantry to take advantage of the opportunities
offered by the introduction or expansion of production for export -
through buying up suitable land or employing more labour - ultimately
leads to changes in the social structure of the locality. Thus a full
picture of the changes involved in the expansion of the economy into the
capitalist sphere is unlikely to be revealed by a study of exchange and
distribution practices which pays no attention to evolving forms of

organisation of production.

However, Long and Roberts go on to emphasise that "A system of production
approach is not sufficient to understand the variety of regional systems
without taking into account the particular historical context in which
"regions" emerged" (ibid.:242). Since neither the world market nor local
class interests can be looked upon as static, these forces, operating
over time, create the individual circumstances which model regional
identities. Using Appleby's (1976) and Orlove's (1977)3 data on the
regional wool economies of Puno and Sicuani respectively, they note how
the different periods in which these two groups of wool producers were

incorporated into the export economy affected the ability of large land

owners to control production. In Puno, which entered production for
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export relatively early, wealthy land owners were able to monopolise
production and influence the growth of urban centres, concentrating
commerce in the largest of them. In Sicuani, on the other hand,
development came somewhat later when a strong central government
prevented the monopolisation of resources by the wealthy so that small

scale production flourished, as did independent entrepreneurs.

Linkage analysis

Several theories have been formulated in an effort to describe the ways
in which regional identities are formed and changed. One of these is
Hirschman's (1977) generalised linkage approach which, although he did
not have a clear regional focus as such, describes the way 1in which
systems of production and consumption affect social organisation. He
describes the linkage concept, which is based on the idea of the
production of "staples", as "an attempt to discover in detail how "one
thing leads to another" through the requirements and influence of the
staple, from transportation facilities and settlement patterns to the
establishment of new economic activities" (ibid:72). He describes how the
system of production entailed by each staple generates '"backward"
linkages to its resource base, in terms of raw materials and labour, and
"forward" ones to its distribution networks and markets. Furthermore, he
maintained that new systems of production create new class interests and
may lead to conflicts between those commited to old and new groups of

producers.

Long and Roberts emphasise that it is 'the particular system of
production and not the inherent production characteristics" which is at

issue (1984:241). In other words, the same crops can be produced under
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very different systems of production and it is this which "acquires its
specific characteristics from the socio-political context in which it
evolves" (ibid.). Thus they emphasise that they "prefer to identify and
differentiate regions by reference to the systems of linkages that
develop over time betwen dominant forms of production and the
settlements, social groups and economic enterprises within their zones of
influence." (ibid.:236)
They also note that
"This approach is interesting for developing a regional analysis
since it implies that within the general framework of the expansion
of capitalism one can identify variation in the nature of regional
economic and political development consequent upon differences in the
labour, capital and technical requirements of particular processes of
production" (ibid.:241)
Ecological and technical variables as well as the socio-political ones
surrounding the production of a given staple affect the organisation of
production and consequent regional identity. Thus mines in highland Peru
are frequently remote from populated agricultural areas and must generate
linkages with peasant farming areas from which they can obtain both
labour and foodstuffs at considerable distances from themselves.
Alternatively, tropical export crops, grown in agriculturally rich zones,

have smaller areas of catchment for foodstuffs, if not always for labour

(Long and Roberts 1984).

On the other hand, the physical nature of the staple being produced
affects the ways in which it can be transported and marketed. Heavy metal
ores with low unit value require high levels of investment for extraction
and concentration processes in order to make them suitable for transport.
In such a situation only large-scale operators, including state

organisations, have the capacity to undertake production and trade in
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such goods. Other goods such as coffee or wool which are easily prepared
for sale and 1light to transport make it possible for small scale
producers, traders and acopiadores (collectors) to enter the capitalist

market.

Economic Activity Fields

It is the continuing tendency to visualise a regional economy in terms of
a spatial arrangement which frequently stands in the way of a more
meaningful comprehension of "economic space". In her development of a
methodological approach to the study of agrarian society, Vincent
emphasises the necessity of formulating a "three-fold research design
{which) advocates that "intensive observation" be complemented by the
abstraction and analysis of M"activity fields" and the vigorous use of
"historical material"" (1977:57). Whilst the study of historical data is
made through the collection of individual life histories and the scrutiny
of records and old documents, that of activity fields 'focuses
specifically upon the frequency and sequency of social and economic

acitivity within a rural setting" (ibid.).

It is important to distinguish these separate "activity fields" within a
population in order that a "contextual dimension" may be ascribed to
differentiation based on economic criteria. In this way the various
economic sectors of a population may be analysed separately and their
characteristics then superimposed upon each other to construct "an
approximately realistic description of a multidimensional social reality"

{ibid.:63).

Thus 1t may be seen that a study of a regional economy can be made far
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more adaptable to the individuality of local circumstances by abandoning
the pure geographer's spatial model of region and adopting instead one
which considers the relationships between particular economic activity
fields within a locality and examines the linkages which are generated
between them. These will take a number of different forms dependent upon
the particular activity fields under discussion. Where those involved in
the peasant economy are concerned, backward linkages will be with the
peasant household, the community and their productive resources, while
forward 1linkages will relate them to other households, adjacent
productive regions and to markets. The overlay of those activity fields
and linkage systems apparent within a locality upon each other will thus

generate a more meaningful model of a regiocnal economy.

To facilitate such a study it is clearly necessary to start with the
minimal production units involved in the economy. In the case of the
peasant economy of Peru these have been most usually considered to be, on
the one hand, households and groups of households and, on the other,
communities. The next section of this chapter will therefore consider the

development of theoretical approaches in these areas.

The study of community and household in the Andes

This section considers the developments made through research into the
role of the community and the household in the study of the peasantry in
Peru. It notes how interest in the community has changed from a

conception of it as a relic of the past in which strong cohesive forces
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have enabled its members to withstand encroachments from outside, through
the concept of the "closed corporate community" advanced by Wolf (1955),
to recent work which considers the ways in which it is changing and being
manipulated by certain sectors of its membership (Grondin 1978: Winder

1978) .

On the other hand, investigations into the social and economic role of
the household make the point that the community has only a limited role
to play in the organisation of the production and distribution of
resources. The household and, more particularly, groups of households,
fulfill these roles: only through the study of the types of organisation
and relationships invelved in such groupings can the details of the
organisation of production be discovered. Certain of the arguments will
form an introduction to the next section which is concerned with the
effects of the expansion of capitalism on the organisation of the peasant
economy in the Andes. Finally, the relationship between community and
household - one which involves conflict as well as cooperation - will be
discussed as an introduction to the analytical perspective employed in

the thesis.

The community

The first decades of the present century saw the Mexican and Russian
revolutions and an upsurge of international socialism. In Peru, where the
construction of the railway network and increasing involvement in the
international capitalist market was bringing commodity production to many
remote rural areas, this current of radical thought found expression in
indigenismo. Suddenly the despised "indian" in his '"traditional"

community came to represent the true heritage of the Andean world. The
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Inca state, which was now seen as having been brutally destroyed by the
avarice of the Spanish invaders, was seen as a primitive Utopia, founded

on socialism and guided by principals of communal welfare.5

The peasant community became the focus of both intellectual and political
attention and, during the 1920's, several writers (Mariategui 1928; Saenz
1933; Castro Pozo 1969) described its communal nature which they saw as
directly grounded in its pre-colonial past‘6 "Indigenismo" was a call for
the recognition of the true place of the indian in Peruvian society and a
return to his communal way of 1life. Notwithstanding that side of its
political ideology which actually had little to do with the plight of the
indian population,7 the movement served as a catalyst in persuading the
government to introduce laws for the protection of communal rights. Thus
the 1920 constitution included provisions for the legal recognition of

the rights of comunidades indigenas, later known as comunidades

campesinas.

Over the next half century interest in the nature and development of
these comunidades has been maintained as a part of the discussion of the
role of the peasantry within the context of the wider capitalist economy.
However, early interest in the peasantry remained largely under the
influence of indigenismo, whilst another somewhat similar strand of
thought came from writers of the "culturalist" and dependency schools of
thought. Such works emphasise the cohesive nature of the community, its
internal organisation and its resistance to change. This attitude is
largely based on the tendency of earlier writers to view the community as
a territorially discrete and isolated entity, much as the concept of
"tribe" had been treated in other parts of the world. Thus Redfield

(1956) describes the peasant community as a culturally-based "integral

45




Theoretical themes

entity", while Wolf (1955) describes it as the "closed corporate peasant
community". In both cases the community maintains its identity through
its ability to resist external influences and control individual
accumulation based on communal resources. However, recent evidence
suggests that such an image of the community rarely, if ever, applies to

those in the Peruvian Andes (Long and Roberts 1978; Yambert 1980).

Matos Mar writes that the peasant community has three fundamental
characteristics. These are: the control of a physical territory; the
maintenance of a communal form for their exploitation; and the
preservation of sociocultural features which are defined by certain
criteria as being indigenous or traditional. Although he makes a detailed
discussion of the effects which increasing involvement in the market for
goods and labour are having on communities, he continues to emphasise the
perpetual struggle made by some communities to retain their communal
aspects. Thus he notes that "Although change and development appear to be
general tendencies some communities, at the same time as they experience
important economic tranformations, maintain the validity of their

communal matrix." (Matos Mar 1982:211)

This image of the community as the main force in the organisation of
production with a strong cohesive ideology struggling to resist the
destructive forces of the penetration of capitalism, has recently been
disputed (Guillet 1980; Smith, G 1979; Orlove and Custred 1980; Long and
Roberts 1978). Some of these writers have emphasised the importance of
economic differentiation within peasant communities and the ways in which
the wealthier community members manipulate communal institutions for
their own benefit. In his description of the recent evolution of two

agricultural peasant communities in the Mantarc valley, Winder (1978)
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demonstrates how limited the role of the community has become in its
ability to organise projects for the communal good and equalise the
distribution of its resources amongst 1its member households. Economic
differentiation based on access to private lands within the community has
led to the formation of a class of wealthy farmers who control the access
which other community members have to communal resources. The ability of
such wealthy community members to make use of political power both within
and outside the community has made it possible for them to secure the
funds and infrastructure which will benefit their own economies, either
through the communal machinery or simply in by-passing it. The community
thus assumes on the role of casual employer and support for the poorest
households. In his conclusions on the role of the community in the cases
which he has studied Winder writes that
"The comunidad is seen as an organisation representing a minority of
village heads of household and having a negligible impact on the
lives of the great majority of villagers. It has been concerned
principally with the mobilization of labour for public works
projects. Frequently these projects do not satisfy the "felt needs"
of the members; as the burden of work and the benefits have been
unevenly spread, it has become increasingly difficult to mobilise
voluntary labour." (ibid.:232)
The over-emphasis which has been placed on the role of the community in
the organisation of its resources has become a major topic for debate in
itself since the Peruvian Agrarian Reform of 1969 whose legislation was
based very largely on the version of peasant reality proposed by
"indigenista" writers. In a discussion of the shortcomings of the
Agrarian Reform, Long (1983) points out the gross oversimplifications
presented by the dichotomisaticon of Peruvian peasant society into
haciendas and communities. In describing the organisation of the

community he states that "Although some degree of communal organisation

for allocating land plots and water may exist, it forms only part of the

47




Theoretical themes

internal social structure of the village; it is really the household or a
group of related households that is crucial for the management of
productive resources and for economic decision-making, not the community

as such" (ibid.:7).

The household

The study of the household as the fundamental element of peasant society
is not new,8 however the understanding of the role which individual
households and groups of them play has recently become a central debate
in the study of peasant economy. Whilst community based studies have
suffered from a lack of understanding of economic processes, of economic
differentiation and the importance of non-agricultural work, early
studies directed at the level of the individual household have tended to
focus on household production strategies through which a Marxist approach
to economic differentiation has been advanced (De la Cadena 1982). Such
studies have tended to underestimate the importance of the types of
relationships which develop between households enabling them to make the

best use of the resources (mainly land and labour) which they control.

Models of intra- and inter-household cooperation

Recently researchers' interest has been focused on the various ways in
which households cooperate in their efforts to establish viable economic
strategies. On the one hand, writers such as Brush and Webster have
examined the types of inter- and intra~-household cooperation which
operate within the confines of communal agriculture. In this way they
have attempted to show how households establish and utilise relationships

through which they are able to maintain self-sufficiency in spite of
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their restricted access to agricultural resources or labour (Webster
1973; Brush 1977). Long and Dandler (1980), on the other, have presented
a model of inter-household cooperation which illustrates the ways in
which households reach outside the bounds of the community and its

resources in order to create viable livelihoods for themselves.

In his study of Uchucmarca in the Northern Sierra of Peru, Brush, while
stressing the virtual self-sufficiency of the community as a whole, notes
that most households have relative shortages of land and labour and that,
in order to compensate for this, they engage in relations with other
households. One of the major mechanisms which he describes is sociedad:
an exchange of access to land for labour. Thus families with remote plots
and lacking the labour within the household to cultivate them, arrange
their cultivation with another household - most often one of kinsmen -

which provides the labour.

Webster also describes a community which controls resources dispersed
over a large vertical distance. However, in this case, the need of the
labour of more than one nuclear family unit to carry out all the
activities nec essary for production is met by the later dispersal of the
nuclear family into new households. Because a young couple is not in a
position to live independently until their oldest children are capable of
herding alone, they must remain resident with their parents as members of
the household 1labour force until such a time. The power which the
parental generation exerts over 1its children is demonstrated by its
control not only over land and animals, but also over ritual property
belonging to the family, the conduct of rituals and even over the
organisation of the Catholic marriage of their children which finally

marks their separation from the parental household.
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Gavin Smith's (1984) model of confederated household organisation
describes how relations which had previously been based on equivalent
exchanges of labour or agricultural goods between indepedent households
on a local basis have more recently come to involve urban migrants who
are in a position to offer quite different exchanges. Thus kin or even
non-kin will exchange agricultural for manufactured goods, or the
household remaining in the countryside will cultivate the others' land or

care for its animals in return for a share of the harvest.

Long's (1979) detailed description of the 'multiple enterprise"
established by an extended family group clearly shows the complex ways in
which a group of households is able to utilise their labour and other
resources to the full through the operation of a cluster of activities.
The utilisation of networks based on relations of real or fictive kinship
enables such households to operate in several separate localities and to
extend or contract the separate spheres of their activity with reference

to a clearly established economic rationale.

In such analyses, whilst the relationships between households are viewed
as an important aspect of the functioning of social and economic
relations, the management role of the individual household remains
central to its organisation. Such approaches, instead of viewing the
economy through the medium of a larger unit (e.g. the community, ayllu or
barrio) which is comprised of undifferentiated households, sees the
management role of the household as central and deals with external
relations through a system of networks. Thus Orlove and Custred write
about "building from the bottom up" (1980:34) and see relations between
households as forming networks that connect the individual household to

larger groupings which may be corporate, as in the case of the community
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or the hacienda, or may not. Using a similar approach Long defines the
types of relations which he considers to be important. These are,
"labour, commodity and capital flows and the types of government services
and agencies that interconnect localities within an area." He goes on to
say that "Such an analysis would allow for the fact that actions by the
peasants, regional elite, capitalist enterprise or the state may

influence the structural forms that emerge" (Long 1983:10).

In his discussion of rural migration, Wood proposes a model for the
analysis of livelihood strategies and presents the interaction between
the household and its environment in schematic form (1981). The model
illustrates the way in which households employ the resources that they
have at their disposal (i.e. labour power, raw materials and capital
goods) 1in order to satisfy their consumption needs and secure the
reproduction of the household. It also shows how the household's total
economic strategy involves it in a complex set of relations with other
groups, both within and beyond the locality. Thus wage labour, the need
for hired labour, and the necessity of selling domestic product, involve
the household in more-or-less extensive relations with others. Such a
view coincides with that of writers like Gavin Smith, Orlove and Custred,
although this model extends the relations beyond the bounds of production
and thus further into the regional economic sphere. And, although it
fails to include reciprocal relations of trade and labour, which are
frequently important aspects of the domestic economy in Andean Peru, the
model clearly illustrates the circulation of goods and labour in a
capitalised economy, and indicates the points of surplus extraction and
the areas of interaction between the household and outside interests. As

such it represents a meaningful expression of the process of production
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and reproduction in the peasant economy.

Recent works, such as those of Wood, Long and Gavin Smith, indicate the
insufficiency of concentrating on the analysis of any one level of
peasant society. Neither the community, nor the peasant household in
isolation can offer an explanation of the development of social relations
as seen through the interplay of decisions and constraints operating on
the various levels of the economy. It is therefore necessary, 1in any
comprehensive study of a regional economy, to study the dynamic process
of development in the relations of conflict and cooperation both within

and between the various levels of economic organisation.

Moreover, such an analysis points up the importance of the role which the
penetration of capital plays in production at the household and community
levels, as well as in the formation of economic linkages. In this context
it becomes necessary to investigate the role of capitalist relations of
labour and trade within these spheres, and to develop an understanding of
the role which they play in the growth of economic differentiation

between individual households.

The study of reciprocity and capitalist involvement in the peasant

economy

Insights into the role which capitalist development plays in the peasant
economy and the extent to which capitalist forms of production and
exchange displace, or coexist with, so-called pre-capitalist forms, offer

important insights into the ways in which the economy at the local level
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operates in terms of its larger regional setting. In this context a
debate has arisen which, on one hand, describes the relative
impermeability of peasants to capitalism, and on the other, their ready

acceptance of many of its aspects.

The theory of reciprocity

The argument that peasant society has a certain degree of stability which
enables it to resist internal differentiation and thus fend off the
encroachments of the capitalist markets for goods and labour has formed
the centre of a growing debate on the status of the peasantry in the
Third World. It has opened up several specific areas of discussion, some
of which relate particularly to the Andean context and will be the focus

of the present section.

One of the principal arguments has considered the degree of receptivity
which peasant society has towards involvement in the capitalist economy.
The arguments surrounding this issue concern, on the one hand, the
mechanisms and extent of internal differentiation based on unequal access
to productive resources and, on the other, the ability of communal
organisation to contain the individualistic tendencies of its members.
Whilst certain writers have 1insisted on the essentially cohesive and
"traditional™ nature of the Andean community (Alberti and Mayer 1974;
Matos Mar 1982; Golte 1980), other researchers have argued that, lacking
the means of their own reproduction, the majority of peasants in the
Andes cannot be examined in isolation from the capitalist mode of
production (Deere and De Janvry 1979; Campana and Rivera 1979; Sanchez
1982). Thus, while the writers of the first group ultimately imply the

essentially egalitarian nature of Andean peasant society which make equal
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exchanges possible, those of the second group emphasise that, whilst such
forms of labour recruitment and trade remain important in some areas,
they are frequently examples of disguised forms of exploitation based on

unequal exchange (Smith, G 1979).

However, such a debate cannot avoid the problems which 1t constantly
encounters in its attempts to make comparisons between entirely different
types of peasant economies. The imposition of arbitrary categories into
some works and the imprecise use of terms such as '"peasant" and "petty
commodity producer" by others (Smith, G 1979) make their attempts to
generalise from specific data imprecise. Whilst the debate over the
definition of the peasantry has long been set aside in favour of more
specific and relevant considerations of the organisation of peasant
economies in confrontation with capitalism, such failure to define the
limits of the argument simply call the validity of such study into

question (Friedman 1980).

Much of the data which is used to reinforce the argument of the
resistance of the Andean peasant community to outside encroachment
concerns the persistence of reciprocal relations in the exchange of
labour and goods. Such studies are broadly based on Murra's (1972) model
of "verticality" which was originally formulated to explain certain
aspects of economic organisation in pre-hispanic times, but has
subsequently been used to describe systems of '"reciprocal" exchanges in
modern Andean communities (Alberti and Mayer 1974). According to the
original model vast Inca and pre-Inca kingdoms as well as smaller ethnic
groups occupied a series of ecological floors and, through the

organisation of inter-zonal exchanges, were able to supply themselves
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with goods from all the production zones under their control.

In studies of current society, such relations are described as taking a
number of forms which vary from highly formalised "festive" exchanges
involving large numbers of labourers, to close and enduring individual
ties between two households (Brush 1977; Bolton and Mayer 1977). In most
cases, it is argued, these exchanges are broadly based on relations of
kinship, whether real or fictive with the closest and least closely
calculated relations being created between the closest kin. Moreover,
such relations, because of their durability and usefulness for both
parties of the exchange, have important social as well as economic
meanings for the partners. However, critics of such studies of reciprocal
relations emphasise that they are usually described either at the level
of the community or as taking place between relatively undifferentiated

households.

Moreover, according to some writers the exchange of labour and goods in a
complementary way 1s seen as more than simply an economic strategy; it is
a vital aspect of society whose ideology has permeated all levels of
Andean thought (Alberti and Mayer 1974). Thus while Murra's original
thesis was based on data referring to the Incaic period, it has been used
to convey the image of the persistence of reciprocal relations in the
face of external pressure generated by the capitalist mode of production.
In a paper on the reciprocal exchange of labour in the central highlands,
Mayer notes that
"Throughout history forms of exchange have been modified and adapted
to make them more practical; internal necessity and even external
pressures have forced the inhabitants of the Andean area to defend,
restrict and reduce the scale of their operations. At the same time
it has been necessary to adapt and integrate the new economic

institutions imposed by the Spanish with the ancient forms of
reciprocity and redistribution which were the basis of native
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economic organisation."(1974:38)

Harris (1982) adopts a simliar point of view in her study of the vertical
economy of the Laymi of Bolivia when she focuses on the reciprocal nature
of the majority of relations of labour and trade which this ethnic group
employs. She emphasises the importance of inter-household and inter-zonal
cooperation which makes it possible for all households, even if they own
no land in a given zone, to have access to its produce and maintain close
networks with other households which reside there. She also stresses the
resistance which she found the Laymis have to money: they only use it in
specified ways and avoid its generalised circulation. The ming'a, she
notes, has not become a means of recruiting wage labourers and links with
the local mines are restricted to necessary trade. When Laymlis are forced
to seek work outside their community, they travel to the agricultural
zones to the west of their locality where they are paid in produce rather
than cash for their labour. However, whilst this ethnic group appears to
present a united front in the face of the intrusions of capitalism,
Harris does note that there is a certain percentage of households who,
because of their access to a larger labour force, are able to cultivate
in both the agricultural zones, whilst the majority are restricted to
one. Although she qualifies this statement with descriptions of the
heavier obligations to disperse their wealth which such households
experience, it would appear that there is some degree of differentiation
in the community which would bear further investigation. Moreover, while
she is emphatic that cash has no place in the essentially Laymi economy,
she appears to assume that the absence of cash assures the survival of an
egalitarian communal life when she writes that "the dissolving effects of

cash on the Laymi economy are at present restricted" (ibid.:88). However,
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it is debatable that cash alone is the focus for differentiation between
households which, she notes, are becoming increasingly individualised

through their relationship with the mining centres.

Capitalist expansion and the relocation of reciprocity

Sanchez notes that such works appear to be suggesting a form of dualism
which places capitalist and reciprocal forms of labour and trade in
competition. Such an approach, he stresses, uses superficial indicators
such as non-monetary exchange and individual needs as definitive of
economic  systenms. In other words they ‘"appear to derive the
socio-economic process from the interaction of two structural entities,

rather than from the class struggle" (Sanchez 1982:161).

In opposition to the image of the peasant community described by writers
such as Mayer, Fonseca and Alberti, other authors have viewed the role of
reciprocal and communal forms of exchange as features of the diverse
forms which the penetration of capitalism has taken in Andean society,
rather than as a symbol of the society's resistence to it. Thus Gavin
Smith (1979) argues that, reciprocal relations of labour have become
distorted through their continual use within the context of the wider
capitalist economy and now, in actual fact, disguise the exploitation of
labour by richer peasants. And Sanchez' work takes the view that
reciprocal relations of trade and labour are not evidence of the
persistence of a specific economy; rather their continued existence
operates as a means of legitimising the role of the capitalist relations

which now dominate the economy of Andean peasantries (Sanchez 1982).

Whilst such writers concede the role which social relations play in the
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management of labour and trade through reciprocity,9 they emphasise those
aspects of its organisation which make its functioning feasible within a
constrained economy. Thus various writers (e.g. Guillet 1980; Sanchez
1982) have described reciprocal relations as functioning in three major
ways which are complementary rather than mutually exclusive. First,
certain writers see them as representing important means of recruiting
labour in the face of a chronic scarcity of cash. It is argued that,
where sufficient cash is available, wage labour is used because it is
both more convenient and flexible than the cumbersome relations involved
in reciprocal exchanges. As such the use of reciprocal forms of labour
recruitment constitute a vital part of the survival of the peasantry in

the face

[}

f restricted access tc cash and production resources. Secondly,
these writers point out that the existence of reciprocal relations does
not exclude the possibility of economic differentiation in peasant
society since, as noted above, they may be used on unequal terms. Thirdly
they stress that, far from being a means by which "traditional" Andean
society is able to resist the encroachments of capitalism, reciprocal
relations are Jjust one example of the pre-capitalist forms of production
which are exploited in an effort to lower the real cost of wages
(Meillassoux 1972; Campana and Rivera 1979; Guillet 1980). Sanchez writes
that "The process of differentiation which enlarges the gap between poor
and rich peasants and their general exclusion from real control of land
and production, are the forces responsible for the persistence of such
forms of exchange and of beliefs in the ideology of kinship and
reciprocity" (1982:183). Or, in a similar vein, Guillet writes that
"familial labour, reciprocal labour, and contractual labour paid in kind
are elements of a pattern of exploitation of labour necessary for the

accumulation of a surplus in the core countries. Like the capitalist
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entrepreneur, the peasant is similarly beset with a cash problem; in both
cases, the solution is to intensify labour and keep remuneration low at

the same time" (1980:165).

Because they do not treat peasant society as isolated from the wider
econonmy, or reciprocal relations as an indication of resistance to
capitalist expansion, writers such as Smith, Guillet and Sanchez
emphasise the importance of tracing the developments of the peasant
economy within the context of change in the national and international
situation. Smith describes how the people of the community of
Huasicancha were involved in widespread trade, wage labour in a nearby
mine and service tenancy relations with a neighbouring hacienda before
the turn of the century, despite their remote location. He goes on to
stress the point that '"Changes in the structure of Peruvian capitalism
modified existing production relations among petty producers'" (1979:306).
Moreover, since emphasis 1is placed on the ways in which such
relationships develop over time, these writers also place importance on
the study of the historical perspective. Thus Smith writes that '"the
important task is not to conduct a synchronic survey of quantitative
differences in wealth, but rather to attempt to reconstruct the
historical development of the productive process which gives rise to

specific class oppositions" (ibid.:287).10

Petty commodity production and peasantry

Whilst such works shed an interesting light on the developing
relationship between certain groups of rural agriculturalists and the
wider economic and political spheres, they frequently make general

statements about very different types of economy. The heterogeneity of
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the "peasantry" has been remarked upon by many writers (Samaniego 1974).
In his otherwise admirable study of a peasant community in the Central
Andes, Smith uses the terms "peasant" and '"petty commodity producer" as
synonymous. In this he appears to follow the work of certain writers who
have attempted to replace the former with the latter. However '"petty
commodity production™ is a term from the field of political economy and

has a precise definition (Friedman 1980).11

In an article which attempts
to draw a clear line between the two categories, Friedman writes that
""simple commodity production™ identifies a class of combined labourers
and property owners within a capitalist economy..."Peasant™ household
reproduction involves important communal and/or class relations which
limit the penetration of commodity relations into the productive process"
(1980:162). She goes on to specify the process through which the
reproduction of the peasant household may (or may not) become
increasingly commoditised until "It becomes an enterprise, whose

relations to ocutsiders progressively take the form of buying, selling and

competition. The end pocint of commoditisation 1is simple commodity

production" (ibid.:163). Hobsbawm (1973) also suggested two ideal types
of peasants placed at the poles of a continuum along which all other
types of peasants could be placed. As Samaniego (1974) notes, though, the
acceptance of such a model assumes that peasant society follows one line
of development. Moreover, such simplistic models also exclude groups who
are often considered to be marginal to the peasantry, such as craftsmen,

traders and pastoralists.

This last group, who are of special importance in the present study, fall
between the shafts of many descriptions of the peasant economy and have,

as a result, frequently been ignored in peasant studies. While they are
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agriculturalists who depend upon a localised land base, they frequently
live in dispersed settlements and are often transhumant. Moreover,
because they rely upon the produce of their animals, they are constrained
to exchange or sell it in order to obtain the foodstuffs and other goods
which they need to survive. With the expansion of the international
market for wool into Peru in the last century, many of them, even in the
remotest parts of the puna were drawn into the cash economy and in
certain areas now rely heavily upon it. Often, as a result of the extent
of such involvement they may be amongst the poorest or the wealthiest of
peasants in the Andes. On the other hand, they often form the uppermost
tier in the bartered exchanges which have been vital to the survival of
certain households in the Andes for hundreds o¢f years and which, in spite
of the spread of capitalist relations of production and exchange, retain

an important role to this day.

It is therefore important, when considering the role which capitalist
relations of production and exchange play in rural Andean society, to
emphasise that true capitalist organisation is unusual as far as labour
relations are concerned. Whereas it is common to find the commoditisation
of agricultural products and close involvement in market relations,
completely capitalised relations of labour are rare amongst the
peasantry. Thus the tendency amongst certéin writers (e.g. Mallon 1983)
to include peasants 1in a fully capitalised mode of production
misinterprets the role which capitalist relations play in the majority of
peasant households. In contrast Bernstein (1977) describes the increasing
"degree to which the reproduction cycle (of the peasant household) is
realized through the production and exchange of commodities (as the)

intensification of commodity relations" (ibid.:168).
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This comparison is borne out by works such as that of Figueroa's (1984)
quantitative study of peasant production and consumption in southern
Peru. In this work he shows that an average of only 51% of a household's
consumption is based on subsistence crops and products, with the
remainder resulting from trade (38%) and wage labour (11%). On the other
hand, he describes how labour for agricultural tasks wihin the community
is secured through reciprocal relations, payments and kind and money.
And, even where payments for labour are made in cash, he notes that "the
non-monetary component (is) estimated equal in value to the monetary one

when evaluated at market prices" (ibid.:65).

Theoretical perspective: linkages and networks

The theoretical debates which have been presented in the prec eding
sections have been chosen as the basis for the formation of a theoretical
framework in the present study because, in their different ways, they
each focus on the processes of development in peasant society. An
understanding of the role played by activity fields, and the linkages
which they have with, on the one hand, households and communities and, on
the other, markets, facilitates the generation of a regional model
capable of encompassing the dynamics of change at all levels of the

social and economic order.

Thus, although the three foregoing sections have dealt with what may be
considered as three previously separate debates, the interconnections

between them have become clear over the course of the discussion. In the
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first section the development of the debate on regional analysis was
discussed. The dependency debate has shown the crucial relevance of local
factors in the development of the relations between nations. Moreover it
was argued that an understanding of the development of such relations is
impossible without giving due consideration to their historical

development.

Awareness of the individuality and complexity of regions has further
directed attention away from a rigid spatial and market oriented
interpretation of region towards more flexible models which describe the
operation of production and distribution based at the local level. As a
result, it is now clear that specific economic activity fields and the
linkages between them are vital aspects in the establishment of regional
identities. Moreover, such linkages can be traced back to basic resources
and forward into distribution and markets. Over time, changes in one such
field result in changes in others: a fact which unites them into a common

path of historical development.

The second section dealt with the ways in which peasant households
operate as social and economic units and the importance of cooperation
between them. Whilst certain writers have maintained the coherence and

continuation of the comunidad campesina or peasant community as the basic

unit of social and economic organisation in the Andes, others have
stressed 1its constraining role on the expansionist tendencies of
individual households. Thus, it has been shown how households establish
networks of social relations with others which allow them to transcend
the restrictions of economic, ecological and communal constraints in
their efforts to create viable livelihood strategies for themselves.

Their actions 1involve them in a complex network of relations which
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operate between households at the local and regional levels, as well as

linking them to a variable number of activity fields.

In section three the continuation of non-capitalist relations of
production in the peasant economy was shown to depend, not on the extent
to which so-called "traditional" social and economic relations have
survived the onslaught of capitalism, but on a number of factors both
internal and external to the local economy. Thus access to cash, the
availability of labour, and the state of the wider regional and national
markets have been shown to directly affect the reliance which peasants
place on capitalist and non-capitalist relations of production and
distribution. As such the balance between reciprocal and capitalist
relations in a given locality is not static, nor is there a single line
of development from the former to the latter. Rather the balance between
the two is a response to the existence of particular social and economic

factors and must, therefore, be viewed historically.

In summary, it may be said that in any peasant society a number of
economic activity fields are operational. Their demands for resources in
terms of raw materials and labour create backward linkages with other
activity fields, while the need for channels of distribution and market
outlets form the basis of forward linkages. In its search for a viable
livelihood strategy the peasant househcld frequently finds itself
constrained to engage in a number of activity fields which link it to the
wider economy and to other households and groups within the locality and
region. In this context the community operates to constrain the
activities of its member households, acting as a major factor in the
diversification of the household economy. An understanding of the

operation of the domestic economy and the relation between the community
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and individual households 1is, therefore, most clearly developed first,
through a concise analysis of the activity fields operational within a
locality and the linkages between them. And secondly, through a study of
the networks which exist between households and which enable them to
employ complex economic strategies in their pursuit of wviable
livelihoods. Furthermore, the fact that individual households operate in
a number of different fields means that the strategies which they employ
are highly adaptable and social change is dynamic. This vision of the
social and economic organisation of the household is very different to
that proposed by a community-based perspective, which tends to produce a

rather static model of the household.

NOTES

1. In this context Smith includes dependency theory with the work of
Wallerstein, Baran, Laclau and Meillassoux.

2. For a full description of the types of models and arguments used 1in
this paragraph see Long (1975).

3. For a fuller description of both these works see Chapter 3 of the
present work.

4. It is to be supposed that Long and Roberts are referring only to such
dominant enterprises as mining and plantations in this quote since, in
the case of wool production, the dominant enterprise is the hinterland.
5. This description is based on Yambert (1980) o

6. Recent works (Winder 1978; Yambert 1980; Matos Mar 1982) have located
the origin of the community firmly in the Inca ayllu and Toledo's policy
of forming reducciones whereby the dispersed pre-colonial population was
concentrated into nucleated settlements to facilitate its control and
taxation. However, since Winder records the number of reducciones as
totalling 614, whilst Matos Mar notes the existence of some 2338 peasant
communities in 1969, some other explanation would seem to be necessary
for the bulk of present day communities. In fact, the community which
forms the localised centre of the current thesis, had its population
removed to a neighbouring town under Toledo's decree and the lands were
subsequently repopulated by mine workers. Yet the community was one of
the first to be recognised (in 1927) and had no diffiuclty in convincing
the government of its communal nature in spite of its mestizo population.
7. Yambert writes that "by making the Indian the essence of national
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reality, a support of the Indian became an attack on existing economic
and political structures. "Indigenismo" took on political functions
independent of the social reality to which it referred. Rising middle
classes used it to undermine the political authority of the traditional
elites.” (1980:69).

8. Chayanov first emphasised the central role of the household in the
peasant economy in 1925 (Chayanov 19b6).

9. See, for example, Guillet (1980} "The rationality of labour
recruitment decisions involves the evaluation of social, as well as
material, costs"(p157) and Smith, G (1979) "the parameters of social
relations defined by confederations create severe constraints on the
development of specifically capitalist relations of production'" (p305).
10. See also Deere and De Janvry (1979:28) and Guillet (1980:165).

11. For examples of its more precise use see Long and Richardson (1978).
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CHAPTER 3 : RESEARCH OF RELEVANCE TO THE THESIS

Introduction

Whilst the previous chapter discussed a number of the theoretical issues
which will be pertinent to the data presented in the body of the thesis,
it remains to consider some of the recent works which relate specifically
to the regional and local economies under examination. These will be the
subject of the present chapter. In the first two sections research into
the regional economies of two valleys in the central highlands - the
Mantaro and the Canete - will be discussed, while the third deals with
the study of pastoralism and the economic organisation of peasant

populations based in the puna.

As a region the central highlands, and particularly the Mantaro valley,
has been the subject of numerous studies since the 1940's. The
agricultural lands around the Mantaro valley have been the base for
considerable economic diversity and subject to a degree of dynamism
unsurpassed in the Peruvian Andes. In agrarian terms, the lands are rich
and the valley wide, covering some 50,000 hectares and producing
considerable quantities of surplus in recent years to supply the urban

markets of Lima and other cities. The valley is also close to the large
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mining complexes of Cerro de Pasco and La Oroya, which have provided both
markets for produce and sources of employment for those with insufficient
agricultural means. Thus, although the majority of research has centred
on the peasant economy, the effects of the economies of mining and
commercial agriculture, with the consequent improvements of
communications networks and increases in the scale of the cash economy,
have also been important areas of investigation in the region. Also in
this context, the development of urban centres - most notably the city of
Huancayo - has been the subject of study by certain researchers (this,
however, will be the subject of discussion in the next chapter which
deals with the historical background to the study). Indeed, the variety
of responses and rate of change obvious in rural areas, as well as the
urban centres of the region, have provided valuable sources of
information in studies of the peasant economy and 1its response to

capitalist influences.

In contrast to the Mantaro valley, other parts of the central highlands
have not experienced so great a range of economic change, nor have they
been subject to extensive study. Such is the case of the Yauyos area
which lies to the southwest of the Mantaro valley on the Lima side of the
Andean watershed {(see Map 1) and which is the subject of the second
section of this chapter. Restricted agricultural resources, difficult
communications, and small and inaccessible mines, have left the region
very much as a backwater in comparison to the Mantaro. And whilst for the
latter there is ample evidence of detailed study, for the former, such

data are restricted and extremely fragmentary.

Pastoralism in the Andes has received only scant attention in comparison

with that devoted to agricultural1 economies in the area. Over recent
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years, though, an increasing volume of research has accumulated as the
importance of this sector of the peasant economy has been realised.
However, concentration on some of the more remote communities in the
southern highlands, as well as a predisposition to view pastoralists as
isolated from the mainstream of Peruvian 1life, have tended to produce
studies which deal with the so-called "traditional"™ aspects of such
populations, including indigenous pastoral terminology, belief systems
and ritual. Where the economy has been the subject of research, very
often the commoditised aspects of production and exchange have been
glossed over so as to create the image of a community which shuns
capitalist values and relies on the ancient lore of its forefathers: and
this in spite of the fact that, for the vast majority of such people,
whose produce must be exchanged in order to supply the basics of everyday
life, the sale of wool and meat has been commonplace for generations.
Such studies, as well as a small number of recent works which have
attempted to deal with the role which the national and international
markets do, in fact, play in the economy of pastoralists, will be the

subject of the third section of the chapter.

Recent studies of the Mantaro region

The central highlands is one of the most studied regions of Peru in
modern times. Its agricultural wealth, its market links with Lima and its
involvement with the economy of mining have fueled its rapid development
and been the subject of numerous articles and books on the culture and

economy of the valley. As early as 1945, the Smithsonian Institute in
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Washington funded a wide-ranging study on the region (Tschopik 1947).
Whilst the work resulted in a great deal of valuable data, some of which
has formed the basis of later work, the most interesting ideas to emerge
concerned the realisation of the extent of internal differentiation and
social and economic change which was apparent in the communities studied
as compared with those of the south of Peru (Escobar 1973). Moreover the
studies noted that these changes were largely internally generated,
rather than being the result of outside influence. The area of most

marked change, it was noted, was the Mantaro valley (ibid.).

Arguedas' work on the Mantaro valley (1957) also regards it as different
from, and more dynamic than, other regions of the Peruvian sierra. He
puts its uniqueness down to the nature of its involvement in the history
of the conquest of Peru by the Spanish. Because the Huanca inhabitants of
the Mantaro valley allied themselves with the Spanish against the Inca,
Arguedas argues that the conquerers left their local economy very much
intact. As a result haciendas did not overtake the regional economy which
was left to develop unhindered, making the Mantaro one of the most

dynamic and individual regions in Peru.

Long and Roberts criticise Arguedas' view of the Mantaro as unique
because it has remained relatively untouched by the hacienda. On the
contrary, they point out that the region has been subject to the
constraints imposed by several haciendas which developed on the southern
borders of the valley. In place of such an assumption, they emphasise the
importance of the mines of Cerro de Pasco and Huancavelica and
the important markets of Lima as being fundamental factors in the rapid

development of the region's economy (Long and 