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How do vou feel about Hucklebrough now?

Over the space of time it's surprising how you have to stick

something out.

Have you moved out of Hucklebrough now?

Yes., I now live at Hamblefoot. You learn to appreciate it. I
travel 57 miles a day.

That's a long way.

Yes, I do 57 miles a day to come here and preach. It's pretty
costly at £9.50 a week. Again we had to move out of Hucklebrough
because my husband was moved to Dracton and he had to live within
a certain distance for travelling. Hucklebrough became too far
and so they moved us and I was still teaching here and I wasn't
going to give up my scale 2 post, on principle, S0esoso

I mean anybody who gets a job at Hamblefoot is going to keep it
aren't they?

I'm not so sure now, but they would have done. Now it's going
downhill fast. Or it's gone downhill unfortunately.

If a job came up there would you move? Say in that area.

Well I've put in for a job. I don't think I would go into Darton. I
applied far a job in Yarmingham but the sitting tenant got it. I
applied far a job last week in Laithes and 59 others had put in
for it, My chances are nil,

So_you ere applying?

I am applying but I think I would be a bit careful where I went in
so much as if you can afford to be carefuls But there's no way

I want to work as hard as I have warked here,
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Tell me a bit sbout that. The amount of wark vou've done and how

vou value it and how you think it has been valued.

Put it this way, it's easy to say you've worked hard isn't it because
you've got yourself on a soap box and you think you are fantastic. I
took over from a woman who had been Head of Department who you met,
Mrs. Quayle, who had been at the High School and is a very fine
teacher, but she had never met children like we were faced with.
Neither had I. But alright she got married and she wanted out fast
because she could see that there was just so many problems, she just
couldn't face them. She did the right thing in getting out. But we
had a year when she was in control and really very little was done,
The problem children even in the middle of the years, third years,
you see we had two years of them and they had a year of hunkeydorey.

Wes it 1972 when this school went comprehensive?

Yes, and I moved in then you see. It was awful and I hadn't known
anyone. I was new to the town. I didn't know any teachers at all

so obviously I took a back step anyhow. There was a woman who was
Head of Department and there was a man who was Head of the Boys and
when she moved out and I was offered the post of Head of Girls and
I took it, I grew up over-night, not that I was an infant really, but
I decided once I got a crack of this whip I was going to crack it
and they were going to do exactly as I said. And I am not ashamed
to say it but in the first year I did punish girls severely, in some
cases it'was either them or me. But they were going to get changed
for my lesson and they were going to partake in the lesson and 1

was quite prepared to adapt as many lessons as possible to meet what
they thought were their requirements, which they have got a bigger
choice of say today than what ever they had which isn't a bad thing
anyhow,

What sort of punishment was open to you then?

Well legally I'm not really sure. Legally, I doubt if any was if I
had to be honest, but I used a gym shoe and I used to bend them downesocoes

Did that ever run vou into trouble?
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I had a parent once attacked me with a razor blade in a

room and fortunately somebody came in and rescued me. The
Headmaster knew that I had walloped a certain child and I

think quite honestly he was damned glad I had walloped her
because they were frightened of walloping her the year heads

were frightened of walloping her and the child was ruling the
roogt. And it was only a wallop with a gym shoe and it never

got any further, I think he would have backed me if it had

gone very far, but it never did. I know you are taking the

law into your own hands but nevertheless when I say something's
got to be done, no child of 15 is going to tell me to F.Off, to
P.Off. T had 2 police case on my hands one day, I was hearly
up in court, for a child who alleged that I smashed her arm.,

The first year was a blood battle and I took all the bad kids
and I gave my other two staff, what I considered were the easy
kids because I thought, "if I'm doing it and I'm being paid scale
2, if I can't do it there's no way I can expect them to do it,"
plus the fact that they were both newisgh to teaching anyway, sc

I think that you've got to fight your own battles with their help,
But I don't think you can push it on to them and sit back and say
"well she's not doing it." T think that's the wrong way. I was
leading them from the front and I was quite prepared to be axed,
if I had to go I had to go but something had to be done very
quickly you see because it was totally out of hand really but

the majority of the children throughout the school, other than
the high school children, I've never seen anything like it in my
life, it was a madhouse. And it didn't take long actually, once
youfve sorted the big bullies out, it doesn't take long for word
of mouth to get round that she means business and respect was brought
in and I would sy within 2 years, and some of that wasn't bad, the
children knew exactly where they stood.

And you have re=built the tradition?

That's right. We had teams turning out any how and no one let us
down. Nobody didn't turn up for teams, they all turned out at
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practices, we got things established the best way we could, We

hadn't any money. We had sponsored swims to get the kids kitted

out decently so they looked like they belonged somewhere etc. etee.

and all in all things were moderately ticking over. I did think
really, that nobody in school high up bothered what the girls did.

I think this is a very true statement because I know the head is
obsessed by rugby and by boys in particular and as long as the

girls were out of sight and they weren't running a riot, quite honestly
I could have been teaching chinese or communism and he wouldn't have
bothered. There again because of my nature I thought, "well to hell

I will show him that the girls are doing something,” and then we
began to win. But winning isn't everything mind, I know, still if I
play a game I plgy it to win and the kids must but if we didn't win
it didn't matter I didn't btray the children but we went out to win
and because we went out to win and we built up traditions and we
established practices we'd raise standards in teaching lessons, in
skills and so on one must lead to the other eventually I think.

If you do your basices at that end you've got to produce something
at this end and somewhere it's going to show some light of day.
You get good years and bad years but someone is going to do quite
well, 0.K. we did quite well and I made sure he jolly well knew,

Which sports did you plgy?

Netball, Hockey, Swimming, we had a complete years team and Athletics
we had a complete years team and those were owr four main things.
And we certainly held owr own in Netball and Athletics. We still
basically do, definitely in Netball; in Athletics we are losing

out a bit now, our intake is very very poor, it's getting worse as
the years go by and I think above all else you need, in lots of
things, both brain and braun. To go past a certain stage they've got
to have brain and this is what I've found now in the last year we've
come up against & lot with o lot of our teams; they hold their own
in the town, you take them out of the town to play another skilled
team from a better intake school and you can tell what's wrong with
them, because they can't think from here,
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Reflecting back to make a guick summary. You took over here about

5 years ago but looking back on that 5 years you must take some

heert and satisfaction that you have taken a 7/ ailing girls'

department and lifted it omne hell of a lot. So you must feel fairly

satisfied or very satisfied.

Yes I think T do. I'm just disappointed I've had problems with
staff . Which hasn't made it easy to do at all and that's made
the job twice gs hard. I have got problems now and it's getting

WwWorse.

I could see this a long time ago but this is part of the reality
of the job and that's a big problem I would think,

It is an awful problem because it reflects on the children as
well you see, they get involved in it. Really I'm getting to the
point now when I've almost had enough. (1)

I was interested in the problem that you must be having because

there is a sense in which I could anticipate having seen the

particular women that you've got working with you.

I'm very glad you said that. You are being honest, I'll continue

to be honest.

But I can be so wrong at college, you can summarise people.
There is a sense in which one is prejudiced at college and you

see personalities who you don't necessarily like but who will

make damned good teachers, almost like this headmaster, because
they've got ocodles of personality. You know, that students go

through vour hands and you say, "She's going to be good" and you

can be 50 wrong,.

Well you know I had Sue Bond. Now in actual fact I think she needed
psycho. treatment, there was something nutty wrong with her. Taking
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apart from her sex strivings. As a teacher she could have been
A.l. She had panache, style and "it" and she had "it". But of
course there wes another side to her and of course she had to
leave because of the incidents and so on and so forth. Now when
she left she was replaced eventually by a very pleasant young
lady from down South. She had just got married, she married a
man who....she was his second wife, which is irrelevant really,
well it is and it isn't, she was trained at Dartford and I thought
she would be superb for movement and hockey, she was good at
hockey and I wanted a hockey woman. Val was very good as a
teacher in a high school but she was lost with the majority of
our children here because she could not joke with them up to &
certain point, you've got to have a breaking down somewhere and
you've got to know just when they must draw the line, and they
must also know that but there was no way she could even meet thenm
up a brick wall, she couldn't, and the poor child she suffered
dresdfully because of this.

Did she come straight from College?

No she taught for a year, been abroad for a year, came back, met
this man and within 6 weeks I am sorry to say, she married him.

And he came up here as an organiser for the youth set-up. And it
wes quite obvious that within 6 months there was something wrong
with Val. And of course he was off on the.....again, cut cards as
he had done before, the poor girl found out she was pregnant. How
this poor girl stayed at school....in fact on more days than one

I used to send her home and she was such a home-=loving sincere

girl and he was a swine to her you see. She just couldn't take

it. Fortunately things happened and she had a miscarriage and lost
the baby which was deformed anyway and after this when she came out
of hospital he left her, and went off to live with this other woman.
Eventually, the Headmaster, he was very humane, and I said to him,
"There's no way this girl can carry on teaching." 8She just couldn't.
So he relinquished her half way through a term and she went home

South to her parents and never returned.
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you could see progression from one year to another, well that
doesn't happen now, they just don't get another gym lesson after
the first year. So you almost feel, why bother. Now you could
gquite easily say, "why bother" and I think that when you start

to say "why bother?" and you don't bother, you're lost,

That's very much on my mind,

You're lost. And you've got to be your own preacher, your own
mentnor and really it's jolly hard and I don't think really it's
right and you've got to say to yourself every day,'what have I done
today" and really, today what have I done and any day what have I
done and really some days it is difficult to put it down on paper.
Apart from the fact that I have made the children get changed I
have maintained discipline and they have done one thing that I
have asked them to do, and that is not a lot. But if you've done
that today with half the classes we get it isn't progression and it
isn't really teaching, it's basically child-minding. This is what
we are down to now. A lot of it is child-minding and you get to a
stage and you say, "Well I've got to do something with this,"

Like the last class I had, there was 37 of them, middle C.S.E.

a load of rubbish half of them. It's no good doing a movement class
with them in the sports hall with half the boys in because you're
lost for a start. You just can't start because the problems are
there already. You see you've got to introduce games with balls,
you've got to introduce ball work, throwing, catching, bouncing,
you've got to think of little games to play with them and you've
got to go on and on and you've got that for =2 year. And it's very
hard. In days gone by those problems weren't there, because you
weren't numerically so large, even in the largest of the schools,
they weren't as large as these were. So you all had your fair share
of the gym and in those days you didn't have sports halls and I
rather think they have been the downfall of our P.E. system today.
We have a sports hall and a gym. We did have another gym here but
when we went comprehensive they turned it into a classroom, a

science room.. Now that was disastrous because we could just do with
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that now and we could have had lessons for gym work carrying
on for 3 years whereas now they are coming up here, the second

year, half a sports hall each.

You have two teachers operating with two classes in the sports
hall,

Precisely, yes,

And unless you are doing the same sort of thing then it's ruinous,

If they were both doing gym it's tolerable butse...If you are both

doing gym that's 0.K. But if one's wanting to play games and the

other one's doing gym it's distressing,

And we've only got two boxes and 6 benches up here and we have got

no mats,

It seems to me there is a genuine shortage of equipment,

Well there is. I think the people gave them these glorified nissen
huts o large space and they thought, "right, throw 155 children in,"
my Headmaster thinks this -"two teachers, what more space do you
want. What do you want, it's there for you." So all the walls are
bare, you've got nets to divide it up and alright you've got a bit
of badminton stuff if you want to do it but I mean you couldn't
occupy all of them and anyway with Badminton I think you can start
too young unless you are in a very small nucleus, and that to me
isn't P.E. teaching anyway really. I don't think so, I like doing
movement to music a lot and when you can build up a theme and carry
it on and then you know, go over it all again, you can actually see
thateo...yes that is a result of some of my reasonable teaching,
because what you are looking at is a result of your work and it can
be....but they've done something. That to me is your answer., What

you've put across to them and you can see results from it.

You are only getting that sort of lesson once a week aren't vou?
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Yes. I don't have a gym lesson at all this year.

When vou are getting gym or dance or movement period itwice a week

then there wag some continuity.

There was continuity, you could see it linking up. Once a week
there's nothing and once a week for only half a term because the
other lesson is a swimming lesson and at the end of that year

that is gone, fargotten.

Now that's largely a timetable problem isn't it?

It's timetable plus facilities.

So_although the facilities appear to be 200d.essses

They are not adequate, it's just a farce, an absolute farce., Per rata
per number we've got the same amount of area space for teaching in
that the smallest comprehensive schools have got in the town, like
Gargrave. You see our lessons aeren't one hour lessons, they are

40 or 45 minutes and they have got to commute from here up and
commute back for the next legson., So you are down to 20 minutes

at the most.

So there is a split site problem, the facilities are on the short
side and the timetable doesn't help at all, So it's really o matter

of survival.,

That's right, No., It is a matter of survival and it isn't surprising
that some of them get disgruntled and disillusioned but on the other
hand you've got to push yourself and you've got to say, "well I'm
here and whilst I am here I am going to make it damn well work."

You mustn't let the system beat you.

Is there anybody in the P,E. Department that is real

out of teaching? That's rea enjoying the teaching?
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Ann did at the beginning. I mean I do basically. Ann did at the
beginning but I think that of late, what with the situation within

the department anyway, it hasn't helped her, she is a bit sick about
it and she's been here now almost two years and she's saying, "oh well
it's going to be the same next year and the year after' and she says to
me sometimes, she doesn't know how I've stuck it out. But she is not
the giving in type. I think that when I sit down and talk to her I
say, "well you have got to rise over this situation, they are children
here, they have got to do this or learn to do that go back to basics
etc." She applies herself very well but she's got me to talk to about

it.

She uses you 88 Besssssss

That's right., And fair enough she encourages me. JI've had a lot from
her as young as she is. This is what you need you see and you really

all need to be pushing the boat the same way.

If you had two of her then it would be great.

Oh it would be fantastic. We have never had three women going the

sane way. Never. To lock at, when I watch the lessons, or to talk

to I don't know whaet my Head of Department gets out of it, I mean
Clive, he's a grand chap to talk to, he's quite interesting to

talk to at times but I never feel that he's enjoying it, that he's
quite happy doing what he's doing and I think this reflects....in him,.

I've met James but I haven't spoken to him,

Oh he's still too, he's still wet behind the ears to put it bluntly.
He's just started. He thinks it's all huge, enormous and grotesque

but really I can't sort of say about him, I don't think that Robert
gets a lot of pleasure out of it. Because virtually you see anyway,
one has to be critical, does his indoor football down at the gym,

and in the sports hall and the odd basketball and that is his teaching,

Seven lessons a daye.



F.L0/12

This is no longer what the profession is about and it's not

doing us any good as a profession but you're trapped, and this
is what I'm wanting to try and put into words when I go away and

sort of say that a lot of verv very good active inspirstional
teachers, guite honestly, are not able to get on with the job and
somebody has zot to say why they are not able to. It secems to me
that another problem that I'm meeting is that the P.E. teachers

are desperately wanting to hang on to P.E. They say, "Oh we beliecve
that kids th and 6th form vet those that they
in the 5th and 6th form, it's just a struggle to get the kids there,

There's a truancy problem. There is a changing problem.So that those

should do it in the

who do turn up don't get the satisfaction of some good teaching

because the teacher is tied up far minimally a third of the lesson
with the sick, lame and lazy.

I must admit ouwr fifth years aren't that bad now because they know
from the younger end that they've got to get changed,they've got to
put a slip in if they didn't and if they don't come they don't come
and some of them I'm almost glades.s.I'm not sorry. When they come,
other than being off ill seriously, they do get changed but we do
keep kit to give out,

If T say to you right give a very good curriculum programme for the

first three years, so there was the continuity that you've just talked

about, that you've experienced in previous posts and then you made it

voluntary either in the fourth or the fifth year, So you relied then on

winning, ziving a foundation to the third years and saying please

vourself in the fourth and fifth yvear, if you are going to go for

examinatjons go for them but we will run certain, not too rich, I

think the programme's been a bit too rich in the past, we've offered

so_many things we've done nothing. But if you said,"right you can come

on certain evenings or certain lunch howrs for voluntary activities

you'd be welcome." I am quite sure that we are doing nobody any good

by the battles that are going on but you might want to convince me,
I don't know,

I think that's true, but you see also you've got options in your class

time, this is the idea I think in a lot of cases and when I first came
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here with Mrs. Quayle as Head of Department we had options for
fourth and fifth years. They could come and they could partake,
depending on the amount of ares you had available; volleyball,
basketball, badminton and table tennis and you'd share it with
the boys or you'd play with the boys in some instances. Now at
the beginning it worked quite well, I think about after two years,
there again the type of child you were getting more of was the
type I would say that wasn't reliable, responsive, too interested.
It was somewhere to muck about, see what we can wreck. Now last
year I decided that in the girls side options would stop. And we
don't have any. Trampolines are on 6th form games now which only
happens for two lessons on a Wednesday afternoon, and if they want
to have a trampoline out I let them and they play badminton and
they play 12 a side football or whatever and they'll play table
tennis when they are mended, the tables, that is the only lesson
when a girl uses a trampoline now. I found that queueing was
going on, they were wasting time and I also found you see that
staff were getting lazier. If you've got awak member of staff
they will go for the options, to get all the tcys out and just
watch the babies play and I wasn't having this. So I stopped it,

I've seen so much of options at different schools that I'm sick
to_death of them gquite honestly And they say., "Oh we get the
trampoline out, the badminton equipment and the table tennis'.

And there's something else going on and there is no way that one

teacher, if you've got a trampoline out you've got to stay there.

g0 you're not going to do any worthwhile badminton coaching or

table tennis coaching or volleyball coaching.

Yes, you are Jjust casting one half eye across. I think actually
this options situation has been the downfall of the modern P.E.
T'm quite positive of it. It's given people a leeway not to go
on courses to push themselves up for this, that, or the other
which they either didn't know about or were lacking in. It's an
easy way out to do absolutely damn all. It's an easy way out not

to push the kids any further or whatever, it's ruinous. We stopped
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it and I said, "right, this is a group here that you'll be having
for the full year," and I don't tell them exactly what to do but
I say, "I want this, this or this being done." I even now, I'm

getting so nasty, go round and see it is being done.

I think that's a good thing, It's a sad thing, but you're going

back to your original headmaster, who vou said was a right B, but

at the same time vou probably enjoy the teaching as a result of it.

That's right. Well that's what I've started to do this year and my
frees I hardly ever have because I go round checking up that it's
being done, that the children are getting changed; that no-one's

pulling a leg.

You might kill vourself as a result because there is no way that

vou will get that time allocation..

Yes I might. But I must admit when we have little meetings, the
three of us, we have said; and it is quite obvious that the kids
are a lot better at certain things, I wouldn't like to say that
hockey and netball are priorities in winter, but I think those
are our national games anyway. The netball and hockey has improved
enormously because if it was fine at all, even in a single lesson
from the sports hall, they went outside. And they did hockey
coaching, That standard has been maintained, the children, after
a half a term, reglised it was no good nagging and pestering Miss
to get this, this and this out, it wasn't coming out, so after a
while they accepted it and they shut up and got on with it. I

do think that this year there has been an overall improvement in
attitudes and performances even at a very ordinary level because
they are not getting the options. And I'm going to continue with

no options as long as I stay here.

I don't think it matters how narrow your base is, so long as there

is some improvement and that kids know that theyv are improving.
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Yeg exactly, and T think you've got to keep this base quite narrow
today because the children are away from you so much gquicker today
and with a split site and so on, as I said, it is difficult. I mean
20 minutes, what can you give anybody? What can you give? You've
got to be hellish talented. I mean the children aren't all talented.
They aren't at this school so you've just got to decide, I'm going
to do one thing and if necessary, like I told you at the beginning,
they do it for 5 weeks if they haven't got it the first time until
they have got it and then you can say, "right, we'll move on to the
next step."

Like you, I reflect on a day and say, "My God I've done damn all
todey, end it happens in my job with students. I go home and I

worry about this. As & teacher you look back over 5 years or 3
years and you say,"What the hell have I done over 3 years and I'm

at this stage now, looking and saying, these kids have been doing
P,E, in the primary schools, in the secondary schools, for 11 yéars

they've been doing P.E, What have we achieved?

We have achieved less in the last ten years than ever, ever before.

I'm sure.

I can't help feeling you see that somewhere we are doing a negative
job. We are makine a lot of kids, who might otherwise be well disposed,

to do something, hostile.

I think the children we get from the junior schools have done a

lot of work in P.E. because you see they've got small numbers,
really, a lot of them and they do modern movement, a lot of it,

in lots of schools, and when we get these children coming in in the
first year they are responsive, they are with you, they are in touch,
they understand it, and within a term it's all gone. I think they
must feel, if you could talk to them, I'm sure, they must feel very
disillusioned for their P.E. as it is now to what it was when they
were in their last year at the Junior School, in lots of cases,

This is a very very sad....l mean I've always been used to having
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of netball is nobody's business. The standard in the school in
netball is pretty good and we've got 2 teams through to the
regional finals again and I've got some girls play for the county
and I've got some girls playing far the regional under 19 and all

this so it's quite good.

So you are quite excited about it?

This keeps me going. I think if I didn'‘t have the results in my
netball then I don't know what I would be like, I don't think I
would be the same person. I think I might have got out or something.
But there again you see, if you can get your results in the netball
from the type of child I've got here, than I think that somewhere
along the way we are winning a little. The children are very very
loyal, well as far as I'm concerned, to me they are very very loyal,
they never misg practices, they never miss turning up for matches

and I've never had a child yet who has not turned up for a match.

That is mogst unusual.

Yes, But I think it is super, they never let me down once, it's the
same with the swimming team, never. So I think well I must be getting
across to them somehow, I feel I must be selling what I'm selling
honestly. Because kids are very cute at reading through you and if
they think you are sending it down the line or you're playing ball
with them but not with them or you're sugaring up to them for a

reason or whatever, they will soon leave you alone, they'll soon

play one on you. I1've never ever yet been let down with any girl

in this school and I think that that is the butter on my bread.

I cannot complain about the loyalty to the kids in this school,

the girls, and strangely enough, I have boys netball teams as well,
Today I had a practice at Eden Terrace with the third years and the
boys came out with the girls twice a week. They have been coming out
since September, we go outside, we don't go inside and they never miss
it., It's super. I had a boys under 19 team won the County last year.
So that is my fill-up, but I do believe in it and really I do enjoy it.
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I even enjoy the bad times I suppose, really. Because I think

you would have to, otherwise you just wouldn't stick it out.

You enjoy sharing yourself don't you?

I think this is it, you see, you've got to givessocoss

The thing that gives you is that if a class really enjoys something,

it's the fun element, you've shared with them so it's the sharing

of it but also, even the kids beyond P.E. the notion of lovalty and

you establigh a particular kind of an adult/child relationship which
I think all kids need.

That's right.

They respect you for it and you know that they respect you for it
and I think that mgkes you feel good.

That makes you feel super.

They say, there is a stable adult that they can relate to, even
if they hate it. Tt's where they couldn't give a demn that hurts.

I think that's a good word because sometimes they can hate it and
sometimes they can also hate you. If they hate you they care about
you. It's this hate thing that thinks I'm getting through to them

and they bend in the end you see towards you. Yes, that is true.

When vou worry is when they couldn't give a damn,

That's right, but people don't look at themselves and see what they're
doing wrong for that, do they? They just don't bother. Senior girls
go down today and I'm coaching two of them for their umpires test; and
they umpire this match so that I can go up and down coaching and this
is good. I've always had them, there's always been two sometimes three

each year to come along, they are going to go to P.E. College, I know.
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They are prepared to give up their lunchtimes and after school
and I organise rallies in the County and they'll come to time

keep and organise and you're there far a day. They don't bother.

You've got some kids there zoing to P.E. College, do you encourage them

or_do you sort of say, "look, take care?"

A bit of both., I sometimes try, they do have quite a few free periods
in the Upper 6th, for work, and I do make sure they come with me
probably about 2 or 3 leszons a week to see what I would say is for
the want of a better expression, a normal class =s opposed to a one
that needs hard handling, so that they know there are two sides and
in no way are they going to be under the illusion it's all going to

be good because it aint. I point out what it's like if they're bad
and what life can be like if they are bad, and they are with me,

they see me having to sort somebody out and they think, my God that
could have been me, and we talk about it after the lesson you know,
would you like to be like that? Would you like to be in that situation?
Or would you like to be in my shoes to deal with it? They say well it
wasn't like that when they were younger and I say well it is now. None
of them have jibbed actually. S.R. who is at your college now, she
wanted to go to I.M. Marsh but didn't get high enough grades, I think
she got a2 B and a C now she is quite g good kid. I had 3 went to IT.M.
Marsh in the last three years, V.W. is due to go there or to the
University next year. I don't say I wouldn't, I would never say that,
if a girl feels she's got the bent but I quite clearly open the doors,
I open their eyes, and if you feel you can go ahead and get on with
it, then great, we need you. And they haven't jibbed as yet but there
is only a small nucleus of them that want to do it. I think actually,
if things weren't as they are now there would be a lot more who'd want
to do it. They mix with the children or they see what they're like and
they think my goodness I wouldn't like that all day, so quite rightly,
they don't opt for it. But the couple that do, I make sure they know
what it's like and as I say, as yet, they haven't jibbed out.

How do you get school out of your system?
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I don't think I ever do.

Are you involved in community affairs? W.I. OTecss

Oh God no. I do a bit of horse riding and that sets me away, T've

got a boy away at school, a hoarding school, so every three weeks

I trot off to see him and I'm very bogged down at the moment with
in~laws, who have had strokes and my mother-in-law is going peculiar
and my father has had a stroke and my mother's going dimented looking after
him, when I have any spare time I trudge off to Lancashire to try and help
them out and again I think it's hard work for me but you forget about
schocl for the week-end. You come back utterly warn out but you think,
"My God I don't want to get to that age." Then Monday morning comes
and you're off again and you think, "They'll drive me to that age quite
soon." A lot of my weekends unfortunately are taken up with umpiring
netball at County level because I'm an Intermediate Umpire for the
County and I do a lot of adult umpiring. I sit down at night, I think
T must be a nutter because I sit down at night zbout 2 o'clock and I
get the timetable out and I think, "Now what's tomorrow, who's where?"
"There's a problem there, there's a problem there," I write notes
galore to myself, I'm like a loony with notes, but when I've done it

I can switch off, ir I haven't done it every night I'm on all night
long thinking about something, it is stupid but it seems to work so

I suppose my children are nmy let-off. My younger one is still at
school in the town with me and he goes away next year and he's very

sport minded.

Is he in Hucklebrough?

Yes, when we lived in Hucklebrough he went to High Park and I kept
him there. It's a super 1little school. He's captain of the football
this year, he plays chess, he's in the swimming team so I have to go
and watch him after school and at weekends and that is a diversion.

And my husband, he is super, but he thinks it's all a load of rubbish.
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By comparison to his job,.

Abgolutely. I mean he just can't comprehend what it can be like,

so I can never let off steam to him he'd just get up and go to

the toilet with a newspaper or something. But he lets off steam
with his music which drives me mad because he never stops playing
the piano all day long and all night long and he plays the organ
at church and then the boys are musical as well a bit and I can't
say how it helps me in that situation on the other hand how it
encourages me to go to Glasgow on a bus to umpire because he knows
I think it's great and he says, "right, you go." And I think he
realises that if I said no, I'd probably put my foot down anyway
He doesn't say, "I don't want you to go or I wish you wouldn't go."
He's out every evening playing the organ for two hours because he
loves it and it helps him to unwind and he has his choir practice
and he goes to concerts and whatever, I encourage him, we hardly
ever see each other, it's passing in the dark but life is good that

way. But I am not a member of any Institute.

I think there must be a moment when you've got to turn your back on

the job to regenerate the batteries. You've got tremendous output.

I think it's either some weekends I just absolutely flop and I'm out
for the week end, and I don't sleep a lot you see, this is another

thing, and I just sort of go to bed with about 7 books and I'm quite
happy. But it isn't very often. I went home last weekend you see and
Friday night, packing up, I thought, "Oh all that way to drive'but I
went and I'm alright when I get there and there's nothing to remind

you of school whatsoever.

Well you're involved with coping with senilecccsce

So I get on with that but it takes you away from that, alright,
you're tired on Monday morning but I suppose that's the only
refreshing thing that you get out of it and I do unwind in the
holidays after about a couple of days when I've got all my time-

tables done and alterations, I put the books awsy and forget about



F.L0/22

it and I go walking a lot in the hills, we haven't got a cluh in

the village. (3)

Fnd of Recording

Follow-up Comments

1,

2,

Because of restrictions of timetable the discussion was postponed
at this point. Resumed later the same day.

Tape stopped. Discussion continued. Because of its sensitive
nature it was considered imprudent to commit it to writing.
Nonetheless there is in this context a genuine human problem
which cannot be ignored in any serious congiderations of the
realities of the teacher's working life. There should be no
doubt that here is a dilemma which cannot be disociated from

the education process. For F.0 who has to negotiate between

her immediate colleagues and her superiors...for the ultimate
benefit of her depariment and the majority of the children in

her care, she camnot pretend that the problem is of no consequence.
It is of profound educational significance.

"May I say how much I have enjoyed talking to you, and I do

hope your end result is well rewarded and, more important,

taken notice of." (From accompanying letter returned with

transcript.)
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I came out of college and taught at Leithes with K.i. as head of

p=rt

P.Z, 2nd st that time on the Canpus slthough you were appointed
to a specific school in actusl fact the P.E. was organised in

way

zuch

3]

that you taught as a team. Every pupil on the campus

L<4

camc 1o

us g5 & L. stafl and by and lsrge you taught the mejority
of your own pupils, but there was & lot of mixing. There vere 3
hools. We used to get something in the region of 400 kids coming
for games and we wouldn't seperate them according to school, We
would just get them changed and probably once s term change the
setivity. Hostly we split the groups pretty much according to

1

ability and that was the eagiest way to deal with it.

How long were vou there?

I was only there two terms becsuse W.N. who was then head here....
at the time T was playing rugby for Wanderers and humping into
people in the bar and he saild, "Look my F.B. teacher is lesving
are you interested in the job"? Well at the time I was having to
get two buses to get to Laithes and although the facilities were
superb and the set up was superb compared with other schools....

it has been caught up now, but in those days it was out on its own,
I only lived a2 5 minute bus ride away in Easingley so it was

convenient for me more than anything else...so I thought....riz

and I camne here after Easter and I have been here ever since.

You have been here 7 to & vears then so there won't be nmuch you don't

know shbout the school and its problems.

I think that the problems that we are having now didn't exist in
those days because (a) it was a small school. The largest number
we ever got up to was 620 and even then that was in the last year
and & halfe. I would sgy the average number in the school was in
the region of 460-470 which meant that a P.E. tescher could teach

every single clzss and know every kid and be resvonsible for everything...
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now this is where T think the whole idea of & big school falls
down because you don't know every kid. The way that the timetable
is now designed it dis & methemetical process...the chap in charge

is concerned with getding the thing to work. He is not concerncd
with Ffitting personalities to classcs, which means this year,

for instance, 1 take GO% of closses whom I didn't take last year.,
S0 1 have had to go right back to squarc one...znd start afresh
every yesar...which...The most importent thing I think in teaching
of any sort 1s personzl contact and the respect that you build up
between yourself and the kids. T have a lot of respect for =z lot
of the kids.,..T know their wesknesses and strengths....but I can
ondy bhuild up on that over o period of yerrs; by lnowing them,

If you cet a situstion where you zre confrontcd with o new class

cach vezr and heve to go back and re-establish all your links with
them, it : the process all that much more Aifficult. You can't

build o tradition that wzy. There's no tradition in the school

a2t the present time. We cre fighting to exist rather than to
build enything and this I feel is probably, the greatest criticisnm
of the large comprehensive school., In the old School 470 kids was
a1l right, Ve had teame where they went to other schools with

2
I

three times owr numbers ond got trrasshed....but you could wark on

the kids. You could explain to them, "Lock itg no disgrace™ and in
that way you got o contazct going which we just haven't got now. T
heve Just been talking to ilan gbout next years timetable and the
only classes that I will get next year are my present third year

who go into the 4th yeer, simply because 1 am in chorge of the Srd
year. LI am the Pastoral Head of the Zrd year...all the other classes
that T get next yeor sre sbterting from scratch so I hove to build
up again sterting from the word go. This iz the whols thing about

teaching, not just P.E. teaching.

Would it be possible to solve this one, because_ it seems_to me a very

real problem?

The only way T can see cny solubion is to remove the & day timetable
thot we cxrist on and inerecse it to o 10 dzy one so thet you have
that play in *the monocevering of voriocus classes ond teachers which



M,

you haoven't got. You have got certain things the timetable has sgot
to coter for which have teo go in first ond everything else is fitted

cround. Obviongly when you come to Pit*tins in subiects arcund the

besic, you have pot no control on how yvou Pit ik, ., .vou hove o it
3 & 3 it dt....yon hove bo Lt
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it in o way that works hest which wmeans that in the end what are

you faced with is the sort of situation where I do Tuesdays on

the Breglwater ond zay Tridays on the Breskwater. I hove no control

s

over vhich clagses are there.... I have just got to go and take

r\

whatever is there., This iz that 1s happening.

Compulsion

As Por os compulsion is concerned, this again relates to this

ag
problem becguse 1f you know g kid right from the stort...you know
the home background...you Imow if he is struggling te get P.E. kit

you know the whole basis of his problems within z couple of years

I have two or three laddies in the present L4th year who I have

taught since lst year and most people if they came to take them
would say 'skivers', never bring their gear as you know there

are backgrounds that provide reasons and so these lads T never push.,

I think this is the vhole point, if you are in a situation where

you know why the kid ign't doing it.....

Do you think you have a narticular persongl skill and ability %o

zet to the back of all this? T feel thal there are some people who

can do it end some who can't,

I would say there is something in teaching that nc college can ever
provide...and that is probably a basic personality trait to be able
to do things with kids, Given time 1t zeems that you can win the
trust and respect of these kids and then you can get to know the
background zroblems that they are coming to school with because
although it is the kids you are dealing with it is the home problem

hat vou are dealing with in the school situation. The problem of

fxul

compulsion, you see, you've got shall we say a very small percentage

who have real home background problems where cither the parents are
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not supporting the child or they are actively working against
the school or they want the child for other reasons....maybe
babyuninding, maybe running messages tc the shops. One lad in
the L4th year whose father is o fearmer, he drives his tractor....
in the 01ld deye farmers relied con their

and he can't manaze becaouse he doesn't employ any labourers

up in saying "Vell you ought to bring your kit, you ought to do
P.E." It is a question of understanding the background thet is
there, but outside of that very small ;« who have got senuine
reasons I think there is & broad band of up to 205 who are what

I would call 'Borderers' who if they have a teacher who is not
prepered to make them do it would invent excuses...they have
colds, sore fect, sore thumbs, sore orms every other week....l
tend te be a 1ittle bit harsh on this category of kid and I do
punish them physically and I punish them hard if they don't bring
their kit., It means that occasicnally I have o punish the top

55: who are genuinely problem kids...they have to be seen to be
included with the others...so in & way you treat them slightly
unjustly, but it is to keep yowr waiverers in line. The vast
mgjority of kids, as far as P.E. is concerned sre very willing.,
Alan and T disagree on ssveral aspects, mainly I think the division

occurs in the fact that he spent most of his life in & Grammar

hY

school, but T taught in a Grammgr School first at City. But having
spent scven or elght years in o Secondary Modern school I was
happy to get the kids inbto kit and T was happy to get them doing
things. T didn't really care whether they were successful, whether
they could do & handstand, o headstand or vhatever it was as long
as they were in kit gnd....to sgy "VTou muist have white shorts, you
mugt have an athletic vest, you must have o proper games shirt".
T'11 settle for participation. Clean...there is no excuse for kids

having dirty kit but anything....7ou come and watch somec of my gomes

lessons, there are all colours of the rainbow...but that is by choice..

T am swre if T was hard on them they would cventually bring it and

bw it but¢oooe
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You sound to have a profound commitment to these kids.

Iz that overstating it?

Noso..1t's probably truc beccuse I huve grown up in the school,

I see a comprehensive school as a bigger Secondary Modern School,
I don't see it as 2 Grammar School that hag had to merge with
other schools, Because hasically the top 20% only, if that even,
are what we would term as old Grammar school type pupils. The
rest are your Sec. Mod. kide., There is no way of getting away
from it, and for my money we have got to aim at something that

is reglistic for them....alright if you are in a Grammar School
where the majority of kids are from middles clags homes or ot
least from working class homes where there is a good deal of
interest in their future, they are going to buy the kit,...they
are going to buy the shorts, shirts, gym shoes the spikes and
whatever you ask they are going to provide it. But it is your
other 75% or so where you are going to have problems and that

is a heck of a large number, to try and work on. I tend to feel
that we expect too much in this regard....I would rather have
them doing P.E. rather than sitting aside because they haven't
got exactly the right equipment.,..to me that is a falacy. Let's
get them going..doing something first. And if they are interested
enough after that... What I tended to do in the old school was,
as we approached Christmas time, I would sgy to each class, "If
you are going to get any new strip, because most of them do,

lets have a pair of blue shorts and a pair of yellow socks and
it did work to a large extent. The teamsthat we turned out

vere always turned out well. The school provided the shirts and
the boys the shorts and socks. There is no way that you can

meke somebody do F.E., who doesn't want to do it...,but T don't
think that situation nced occur gquite frankly. I have seen

a tremendous change in the whole attitude towards P.E. in

schools in the last 5 years. Yhen I first sturted teachling at
Laithes we taught gymnastics in the lesson as part of the
curriculum. But within +that lesson situation I could have singled
out two or three kids per class and they would have been of

sufficient standard to cnter competitions. In fact we entered the
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county cempetitions in Yovember sfter T had arrived in the
September ond two wecks prior to the competition we spent
probebly = couple of lunch times touching up bhasic things
that they should be deing...how teo start correctly, how to

B

finish correctly, but nothing in terws of intensivc coaching.
¢ vient to the championships and I think we cuwe 10T or 1lth
which was reasonable and the kids enjoyed i1t. But now they
have got to such & degree of perfection....l think it is a
professional attitude which doesn't tie in with the bvasic
enjoyment....the schools ghat are doing well are run by those

who are dedicating their lives to perfection. They are tekin

o]

a select few who are tremendously gifted in a particular
zctivity, spending hours and hours of time out of school with
ther and then dominating inter-school competiticn and this for
me is destroying the basic concept of P.E. in schools as we
know it, because when you come to teach o class of kiddies,
the number who are capable of doing whatever activity you

ask them to do correctly is probably in the region of two or
three per class. Take thet class that has just gone in, a
double class of boys for gym and say you start doing something
simple like a handstand or a headstond after three weeks T
guarantee that you would have no more than three ar four per
class which would mean in o double class gituation you would
robably have in the re of ¢ capatrle of doing what you ask

gion
them to de. Qut of that 9 you may not have ons capable of
1

representing your cschiool in = gymunestic or any competition. T
feel we have gob to the stage...l suppose it has come really from
the Americans...they are learning to swim before they can walk
so everything is being pushed right down as low ag possible and
we are facing the situstion in the schools now where inter-school
competition....the standard to me is so fantastically high....
when I relate back to my owm Grammer school deys...we never had
more than 2 or 3 practices o secson for vhelever we vicre doing...
when I was ot Breskwater Schocl in the Gth form we were 2nd in
the county grammer school's athletics championships. And ve

robebly spent about three weeks hefore the champlonships

*u

soing out odd lunch times and doing & little bit extra. DBut
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to get to this stage now to come sccond you would have to

have two or three members of staff devobing time out of

egchool with the best kids to the cxclusion of cvervthing
clse just driving them to o veak hecmuge sucecess con't
be achieved any other way beczuse the standard is so high,

Before we went comprehensive and I was in charge hereo...l

was on my own with Peter znd we ran every sort of activity
that was going within the torn. We ran a team in it. 4nd the
boys did baskethall, swimming, rugby, soccer and crose country
in the winter and in the summer we did cricket and athletics.
Now being a small school we had no pretentions about winning
anything. We just cnbtered becouse kids just wanted to play

for the school basically. And welnew that we were olways

on a hiding to nothing. But when we went comprehensive it

became so difficult becguse I wasn't teking every kid in the

school so as far as abillty was concerned I hiad no i1dea what the
kids were like outside the classes that I taught. 4is far as
organising practices were concerned under the old small school
system I could pin a notice up on the notice board in the central
position and everyone would see it, By word of mouth it would go
round in 25 mins, But here...l know we are badly off becausec of
split sites, but here if you don't contact the kids personally

it's impossible...they don't know. I dropped out of basketball
simply because....to remgin in a situation where yowr kids weren't
going tc other schools and being absolutely anihilated, we were
spending two lunch times and one evening practising...not pleying,
playing was another evening. ind that was for one team in basketbell.,
And if we hadn't have done that and we had just had one practice

& week and left the restto normal teaching within the lesson
situation, we would have gone onto the basketball court and not
scored a point and say 50-60 points scored against us...Because

of this intense competition and intense coaching that is going on.
And T don't necessarily lay the blame at the feet of the teachers
but they ore implementing the philosophy = I don't know who is
responsible for starting this philosophy but they (teachers) are

implementing it., I mean we have two schools in the town in
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particular where they have practices every morning before
9 a.m. every lunch ftime and every cvening...somcthing is

¢ing on...you know I can appreciate thu

S m P R
g 2t oond in oo owoy it is
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zood but in another woy it ic very bad., It is destroylng

something of the spirit...it is destroying other peoplcs chances
of ever doing anything, Supposing we have 2 boy in this school
who 1s s good athlete, say he is good enough to be in the first
three in the towns sports in the 100 metres, to take a hypothetical
case. Now here (the present school) he will probebly have two or
three practices in the summer term athletics or may be a couple of
lunch times. The rest of the teaching and coaching will go on in
the normel lesson situsbioun., Now you can take a boy with less
athletic potential and less ability in znother school in the town
where he is training every morning, some lunch times and almozt
certainly two or three times a week after school. And when we

come to the inter-school competitions the boy that is going to
win is not the one with the most potential but the one who has
grofted and been pushed throughout his school career. Vhen that

successful kiddie hzas been successful at schoel level...but
T
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beyond that when you get up to the level of entering :
for clubg, this is where the crunch comes because 1t is not
necessarily the kids with real potential which are heing fed
intc the clubs. There is one school in the town..they win
everything...l won't name it,.but they win everything that is
worth winning. But they only do it because of thils utter
dedication by the members not only of their P.E. staff but the
other members of steff and by spending hours and hours getling
the kids to o pitch by coaching end determination where they
are not going to be bheaten irrespective of basic talent. And
thiz is onc thing which is destroying the attitude of kids

in the average school towards P.E. because we have got kids
who don't want to go to great lengths and run against the
others. &nd we say "why?" And they say '"Because we don't want
to get hammered. VWe don't want to be last." You see you take
the average expectation of achievement of a normal kid in the

normal class situation. Wow he knows thet zs far as P.E.
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setivities goes, he's pretty aversge. Although he can do that

et football - he's been doing that since he was cld enough to

o
£
(S

kick a ball. But any activity where he has to learn skill....

now he can only learn so much in a lesson...he can only learn

zay shoot - at a basket in a lesson say he gets o series of six
lesecons in a row with one particular teacher. 4t the end of
those six lessons he doesn't really know a lot about basketball.
He has got the zrasp about what the game is about, and what the
whole ldea of what the game is and what he ought to be trying

to do. But to say that he is a basketball player is ridiculous.
To put him in 2 team to play against other schools...everybody
was doing the sanme, great! you'd have basketball =t a lower
standard admittedly, but you would be getting kids competing

at a reasonable level. But where you get a school concentrating
solely on one activity with gifted kids..well...there's no doubt
about 1t you can produce tremendous teams. And you can anihilszte
everyone else, but what does it do for the game in the eyes of
other kids? It does nothing but.....I know that Alan would not
agree with me, but personglly I would see the only weay out of the
comprehensive system at the moment is to remove inter-—gchool
competition entirely from the whole philosophy of the school.
Say right we've got a school we've got 1600 kids in the school...
enough pupils there willing and capable {to compete with each
other in any number of activities within the school. And if you
are looking to give yowr bhetiter kids opportunity of playing at

a higher standard then you have to establish links with the
outside agencies. T mean there are umpteen rugby clubs in the
town, running teams right down to under 12's. There's & good
Athletics Club, Harriers, who would take anyone with talent...
innumerable soccer clubs running junior sides. I don't think
the two can exist side by side. Because you are competing for
the same bhasic moterial all the time at thc expense of quite &
lerge number of kiddies in the school. The price is too high.
When I hear kids saying that they do not want to represent the
school because they don't want to be beaten bodly, that's the

point 2t which you ssy "Vhat's it all agbout...vhat are we here
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to do &5 a P.E. teachers?" Besicelly I see enjoymeat as the

criverion by which you are juéged by whet you de in a physic
recreotionagl obivity and perticipstion is the other criteri

-7

for 3T you destroy that...enjoyment =nd norticipation...well

vou may &5 vell pack dn, The whole rhilesgephy in P.E. is

4 4 S - - hesd ~ e - - -

in the sense that ve cre producing 'super teons' by vivhue of
: - o S - -~ PP - - 5 e 3% S -1 A
cpending meore time on the best kids and less tinme on the kids

who need the most attention. 4And T think this 4s true of o

€
of teacking not just P.ZE. but it is prebably more highlischte

a8

to sufPfer o8 o PR,

in the F.BE., situgtion. You ten

-+

from the fllccy of ceadernic people thet the P.E. teacher can
P

cope with bigger nmumbers. The

clesscs.es.obecouse it's not importent, it decsn't have an !

level and thot scrt of thing. But if you think in terums of
ituction where the working year iz d;crcasing the leiswre

activitics of the average individuzl hove increased probably

C
30=4Ci. over the last ten veors - you are trying to sducate

P, T, can cone with unstreamed

0'

the

| & - ~ - 5 3 - ooyt wn o P P = B . R
people for lediswre cotivitics = trying o give thew something

other than a 'Jjob' to cccupy their life, T msan most of the
kids coming out of comprehensive schools are going to bhe in
pretty nundenc everyday scort of jobs....they cre going to be
rour bus conductors, your road sweepcrs, your builders, your
bricklaeyers, your factory workers and if you can give thenm

gomething thet will 1ift thew out of that....1if you can give
them an interest, to me that is what we should be aiming for.

It scemg Ffrom what vou heve g2id that there ore plenty of

opportunit

ies in Hucklebro®! . It isn't the town thet is at Pault,

o 1.

It is there for the taking but if it is crushed esrlicr it i

<)
o

o disservice isn®t it7? To this very philosophy, You put it

SO

%

clearly and it is in o recosnisable territory, vou can see i

happening...and this happened in about 5 vears vou reckon?

Teg, T wonld say so.

T think the solution yvou wroposc...to cut the inter-school

competition, to contagin it within the school, to keep the st

irit

of the sport...vou can conbrol the spirit of the sport then,

You

can have the rueby played cccording to the spirit vou decide,




M.4l/11

You see, you have got a situation in this school, a comprehensive
school, where you have in fact three schools, producing three
separate teams in different sports. You go comprehensive, you
don't increase the number of teams you run you are still running
your one team per year per sport. You reduce your participation by
% without thinking about it....Now even in Secondary Modern School
we always tried to increase the participation, but we slways had
& lot of house matches. You are always under pressure from school
competitions...the better kids want to compete against other
schools, but I don't think it can be done in the way that we are
doing it at present, because we are reducing the overall partic-
ipation in the sport and we are killing off interest rapidly.

This is sad.

Yes it is. I see lads who can't get a game for the school team who
in the old Sec. Mod. school would have been an outstanding member.
And you cannot hold on to people like that. They drift away

and are lost altogether....And there is no reason for it really,
because you should be able te hang on to them you should be able
to find something in which they are interested. But if you are
going to be controlled by inter-school competition this will never
happen, because even in the school like this where we tend not to
lay too much emphasis on winning anything in particular you still
feel obliged to enter, but in entering in the spirit. Without
having done the intensive work that other people have done our

own kids are not ashamed but they are afraid of being shown up,
They don't like doing things because they are not as good as someone
else. The only reason they are not as good is that they haven't
had the time spent on them. People might say it is part of your
Jjob to do this, it is part of your job to spend time with

kiddies out of school.....well fair enough, I°'ve got no objection
to that but lets not make it a situation where you are spending
the same time with the same kids doing everything, which is what
we are doing., If you take a year group like my 3rd year, I could
probably take out 20 boys out of the 150 odd and they would do
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everything. Their skill level is such that they are capable of
doing anything, with the right coaching, practice, dedication,
determination ete. They will form the basis every time. But
what about the rest of them? You just forget about them. This
is the thing that disturbs me. I think you have to say we are
not interested in inter-school competition at all or we are
interested and we are going to be as good as you are...and I
am not prepared to subscribe to that philosophy.

Do you ever discuss such things that you have been telling me
with the head or anything like that? Is he interested?

The head, although he is a powerful person in some respects, he has
to respect his heads of departments, he has to respect the people
who are appointed and really he can't do very much about changing
attitudes. Alan has unfortunately come from a long time in a
Grammar school where participation has been no problem, where the
kids have turned up ell the time. The whole technigque of teaching
in g Grammar School is entirely different. I have only found
this in the last 2 years since we have gone comprehensive. I've
taken some of the o0ld Eltermere classes...and I found the first
year in the first year in particular, I was getting through
probably three times as much work.....In fact I had to revise
most of my teaching schemes because I was running out of what
normally lasted six weeks in a Secondary Modern School,..Il was
getting through it in six weeks because you didn't have the
problem of retention and even if the kids couldn’t produce the
skill at the correct level to make it work correctly they still
knew what they should have been doing = for instance you get

lads trying to do a handstand and you teach them the various
stages. And in a Seec. Mod. you may have to repeat that over

and over again. But in a Grammar School even if he can't do it,
he knows what he should be doing. So your whole teaching programme
has to be that much more intensive with Sec. Mod. type of kids of
whom you have & greater number now. The problem in colleges is
that they are dealing with the top 5% of the population...and



M4l /13

teaching practice is such a short periocd of time. You are
dealing with gifted people who have been successful in
achieving physicel skills and when you come to 2 normal

class your expectation of ability....well it's a tremendous
shock. This is, I think, a major problem. We've got to accept
that you can't teach everybody everything. And you've got to
lower your expectations considerably. And if you don't do that
you get into a situation of extreme frustration...you think that
there is something wrong with your teaching...which can lead to
aggravation between pupil and teacher...you get annoyed because
they can't do it. And the kids tend to reject the teacher and
all that he stands for. You come out of college thinking that
there is no reason why they should not be able to do it. It's
only after two or three years that they haven't learned that
you think...well what is this...lets get them enjoying it.

How do you account for your commitment?

Well after eight years in a Secondary Modern School, we achieved

a hell of a lot; we did a lot, the kids gained a hell of a lot of
enjoyment out of it. It was all due to the fact that I taught
every child in the school. They all knew me personally. They

knew my rules...They may not have been the right rules..but we
built a tradition...It was built on personal respect between
pupil and teacher...and you could control the tradition in your
school in that way. I could get the head who was very keen on

any sporting activity...to stand up in assembly and get him to
praise the kids efforts no matter how meagre it was. You could
build up an enthusiastic atmosphere. We can't do it here. I

don't know how we would start about it to be quite honest,

My brother is at Cardiff College of Education...and I am

apalled by what is happening to him. Cardiff is totally concerned
with establishing itself amongst the ranks of the top along with
Loughbarough and Carnegie, and they are going pseudo-specialised.
These top specialists will not be capable of adapting to our
pupils needs. That's for sure. The pendulum has got to swing back.
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Because the problem of opting out of all so called compulsory
activity is foreing it upon us. It is particularly so in the
girls elasses..... in a class of 35 you may have 15-=16 doing
nothing....and most of the pupils are really fundamentally
interested but are missing the enjoyment.

End of Recording

No follow-up comments



Since I was last here four vears ago you must have changed,

the school must have changed....¥ou may well have a fresh

set of problems...fou may well have solved earlier problems.

What is yvour role now?

Tiell you see I am a P.E. teacher secondly. I am Head of Year
primerily. When we went comprehensive Alan was sitting fenant
in the o0ld Grammar Schoeol. The then Headmaster szid "You won't
get the P.E. job"....Alan is your senior. He has been here
longer and is in the Grammar School.....But I can get you a
Head of P.E. in another school if you went it." I could

have gone to Bamburgh where T.W. wanted me to gc. He is a
rugby fanstic and I am chiefly a rugby player. I said, "No,

I don't really want to go"...."I would rather stay in the

set up that I have been in and got things going." Because when
I came to this school when it was a small Secondary Modern School.
they did nothing. They had football teams in every league but
that was it. They had nothing else. No basketbzll, nc Cross-
Country, no swimming, nc rugby. And so I had got all that off
the ground. A lot of hard work. We managed to get a lot of the
staff keen. You know, not to coach them because they did not
have the ability. But if I did the coaching after school and
they would run the teams...they would do it provided that they
weren't going into a shambles. So we had a nice little thing
going and I didn't want to leave. So he said "Well how do
you fancy a Head of Year?"' I said, "Well I would be very
interested.....Because eventually when I have finished with my
P.E. teaching....Jf I am still Head of Year I can teach
something else. It will give me four or five years to get to
know the job and then I have the promotion ladder open to me."
So that's what T did. So from the very first I have been Head
of Year right from the ward go...in the comprehensive set up.
But I have also been s P.E. teacher with a full commitment. A

full timetable. We were supposed originally to get 3 of timetable
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and % free., to do the Head of Year job. But that never ever

materialised.

1t never does.

I now get seven 'free'! periods a week to do my Head of Year
Job. The average teacher in the school gets four. Even s
first year orobationer pgets four 'free'! periods. So I an

like three up on them which is not enough...neither here

nor there. Consequently I take a lot of work home. You see

you can't take P.E., work home. What people don't realise is
that anything that you want to do in P.E. you have to stay...
or you have to come on a Saturday morning. There's no taking

it home. You can't take your books home to mark like you can
if you are doing English or something like that. So I take my
Head of Year work home. I still give a fair agmount of
comnitment..,.Though not as much....well family responsibilities
erc becoming more important. And as you get older I think that
you want to see more of your family and less of your Jjob. But

T am still committed to the school., I still think that we have
got a lot of improvements that we can make. Although from the
position that we were in four years ago, we are miles ahead.

Vie have gone forward tremendously.,

1 would be interested in that.

We are now on one site. We have all transferred on to this
site. In terms of numbers we are now decreasing to the point
where a games lesson, certainly in the first three years, we
are in the position now the nine form entry can be sgplit

3=3=3, and it is three adeguate groups. ‘hereas that last

time I spoke to you, the nine form entry really was a ten form
entry....which had been condensed into nine., That meant that
at some point you had groups of 65-70 on games. Sc now we don't

have that. Ve now have in the first year groups of about 46 for
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two staff, which is great. You know that to my idea is the exact

numbers that you want. You can't go past that. The only problem

ieg that we've tried to introduce extra options in the IVth and
Vth Years. Now that in itself is very successful. Vhen they get
into these yvears, you present them with all the subjects that
are available and ask them to choose. Wow that means that if
pupils choose to do extra P.E.....that is fouwr extra F.I.
lessons a week, which we divide into various activities...but
one of which is &slwsys swimming...so we meke the pool available
when the P,E. Options are rumning. “hat happens to the TVih and
Vth Year. We started it last year for the first time and ran it
in the fourth year. Now we did it on a complete afterncon. It's
a whole Friday afterncon,...four staff. And there are 29 boys and

21 girls. And there are two women and two men staff on.

How is it really working Peter?

Very well

I am in no position to know about vours but I fear that many

'Options'! programmes are nothing more than an abdication of the

P.E. teacher's responsibility. The argument is very attractive...

Pupils do noi improve....not intended to improve. Equipment is

given out at the beginning and is collected in at the end and

that is the most rigorous part of the sessions. It is o kind of

1

adolescent 'playhour',

Well owr scheme isn't optionsl in the sense that it removes
P.E. from the main timetable. It is an additional option. So
the pupils who come to do P.E. during the Option time are, in
fact, doing extra P.E. Everyone has to do their normal double
games lesson,,.when they are on games..That goes along as

normal.

T am with you,

What we have tried to do is to say to those who are particularly

interested in P.E. or who are good st P.E...."if you want to do
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four extras lessons and drop an academic subject...then this
iz what we are offering”. So it is an additiownal choice far

P.E.

But not so if I take French?

No. You can still do that. Where the French occurs it doesn't

cut across the P.E. What it provides...we call it Human Movement,
well basically it is my scheme. TI've been given the regponsibility
to run it. I ran it last yesr and am continuing this year with
both years, Because I am Hegd of IVth Year it is logical that

I take the present IVth year zs well., So I am running hoth

IVth and Vth Yeszr Option schemes a2t the moment. It is o lot

of work, Particularly because they do a lot of written work.

The IVth years had an exam at the end of the year,

In Human Movement?

Hm (yes) I'll sort out an exam paper for you. You will be able
to see the sort of questions and the level which they have

reached. It was quite good.

You are obviously pleased by it,....vour enthusiasm is unmistakable,

Oh yes, it benefits, I think, the brighter ones who tend to get
pushed in all academic subjects. And I don't think that's good
for them. 7Tt gives them a break. But it also puts them in a
situation, where they can develop any sports they are really
interested in....they can develop it. What has happened this
vear, two boys in the present Vth Year, who are in that option
group are playing County Rugby or have a good chance of playing
County Rugby...they wouldn't had they not opted to do the extra
options. They wouldn't have made the progress in the normal
games lessons....What they have had is six lessons of P.E. a
week., It really is quite a bonus. It means that youwr better
Ikids, particularly the tright ones, who tend to miss out. You
see if you draw a graph or the amount of P,E. allocation per
year group within the school....what you tend to get is an

equal distribution irrespective of intelligence in the first
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year. When you move into your second year, you £ind that

you have lost a lesson in the brightest classes...because

of the extra demands of the curriculum. Vhen you get into

the third year that still applies. ‘When you get into the

fourth year that is cut to oune double lesson. So as you progress
up the schocl the opportunity to do P.E. for the brighter
children is dduwinishing. And this is why I said to Alan, "Let's
try and introduce an Extra Options in the IVth and Vth Years."
To get the brighter kids who would benefit by extra P.E. and
make progress. And this year it iec interesting to see just

what 1s happening. I am not really interested that the kids

will go on to play for County or town...What I am interested

in is that the better ones who are also the most intelligent
don't get sucked away from P.E. Vhat normally happens, come

the fourth and fif'th year, they are under such presswre to

cope with their academic subjects...somebody somewhere along
the line is saying, "Look you will just have to stop going to
your rugby practices...you will have to give up playing on

a Satuwrday. You will have to give yowr basketball up. You

will have to stop doing this..." ..."If you can't cope with

your wark load...." Now that to me is a sin. So I think that
it is easier to say, "right, we will give them extra P.E. in

the fourth and fifth year." Not only does it mean that they
have extra P.E., it also means that they have to do one less
academic discipline. Mow when you are talking in termg of

going to University or college you are only talking in terms

of 5 '0' levels....50 you can easily drop down from8 '0' levels
to seven., I would argue that that would be a more sensible approach
anyway. As Head of Yeer, what I have said to my year group,
"don't overload yourself academically...." ..."Do needlework,
do D.S. Do metal work. Give yourself = subJect in which you
can just go in and enjoy the subject without being under pressure,"
They still have to pursue the academic aspects of the practiecal
subjects but there isn't the pressuwre on. If they decide eight
weeks befare '0' level to withdraw....then they can leave that
without any worry. And I think that this is why the P.E. Option

is such a bonus....to bright kids; because they are the ones
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really who benefit, Baslcally thick kids don't benefit,
By the time you are getting them up to the fourth and
fifth years you are trying to entertain them...as much as
anything. They haven't learnt enough to make significant
progress. The band three in my year group the fourth, I've

e

been trying te teach them Volleyball now far two years, and
it's virtually still at the same level, I mean they see the
game as batting the ball over the net. Now you and I would

see it as something completely different. And we would aim

far something completely different. But from their perspective,
they enjoy it., They enjoy Jjust knecking the ball back over

the net. And that's it. You don't make progress...you make
progress up to a point. They will do it in practices, but as
soon as you revert to the game situation again they regress.
Back to square one. The bgll comes back and instead of them
setting it up to another player in the team,...their first
thought is bang...back over the net. No understanding of the
strategies. That's what I find with the Band three's as they
get older..you are looking for things that keep them involved...
keep them interested. But really you are not making much

progress.

You don't appear to have lost any of yvour commitment during

the last four years since we last talked?

To be honest I think that my commitment is increasing. I
think that everybody has bad days. Everybody has days when...
"Oh God..no,.not that again..."” I think that what keeps you
going is that you can see...You see I have a great link up
with the rugby club a2t Wanderers, I go down there and I do
cozching...And I am at the stage now where = lot of boys that
I have taught 7, & years ago...even longer some of them, are
now coming through into the first and second teams. Going
through and playing County. And there is such a positive
reward in that that it makes you when you come back into your

school situation...ssy "ell yes, that is great”.
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That is a big pay-off for vou isn't it?

Yes, You can see what vou have done and you can follow
it through and you know that in the end if you hadn't

done it, those klds wouldn't be there.

Do vou think that rugby in thlis town is excevtional in this

respect? It would seem to me that there is a carry-over.

Certain schools and certaln teachers link up with well known

clubs in the town,

Yes, there is,

There are definite routes aren't there?

Yes.

Why is it only rugby? Or am I wrong?

I think what you get in soccer...No. There is certainly a positive
carry-over in swimming. You must remember that all the primary
schools in the town do swimming. The town is possibly unique

in that. Every primary school does swimming. Learner pools for
each distriect. Bvery Secondary school has its swimning pool,

So by the time the children come to secondary school you have

a very good idea of their ability at swimming. Now any good
swimmer 1s plcked up in the Jjunior school and invited to go to
the club training. &nd it is o solid link...between the school
and the swimming club., Good swimmers tend to come back from the
clubs into the school and you use them. e haven't got many in
this school. The girls are pretty good. We have only got two
boys who are good enough to swim for the Swimming Club. But
there is a positive link. I would sgy that it is zs strong as
the rugby. I think why there is such a commitment between rughy
and club level is that under the old system...the old Bamburgh

school.eosand the o0ld Eltermere School...they were bLoth basically
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rughy playing schools, There is a feed<back of peoplc who
have left the town from these Grammar Schools and gone into
teaching...thers is o tendency far them to come back into
the town., Well at least some of them to come back into the

town. So the links are already there.

The more I come into Hucklebrough the more I think thet it is

a ereat vlace., It is belittled by outsiders., Yet there is =z lot

going for Hucklebrough. But Hucklebrough in the next ten years

is in for a very rough ride....economicaglly and socially. There

are kids that are going to leave this school who are in school

todey who are probably quite good citizens,.and they are destined

to no jobs far the rest of their lives in Hucklebrough. I have
sufficient fzith in P.E. that it mieht be zble to do g lot for

these very peovle., But I may be backing the wrong horse. If we

are in for a period of unprecedented depression where do you think

P,E. fits into the picture for many of these nupils?

As long as you are aware that..,.You see you are actually talking
about the boys that I was talking about. The Band three boys.
In a state of depression it is always the least intelligent that
will suffer. What happened 1s that the brighter ones come down
az peg. The bright boy who can't get a job at hig level...because
one isn't available...he drops down a peg and takes a job that
would normally go to someone who is less intelligent. So in g
state where jobs are scarce it is st the bottom—enders whe
really lose out. There aren't that many jobs in a town like
this, where you don't need absolutely no qualifications at all,
e are talking about your dustbin men and yowr groundsmen., There
is a2 limited number of jobs for people like thet. Now this is

the very group in school that its very difficult to make progress

Can I switch it? I fear that vou are underestimating the effect

of micro-chip technologye....bven the brighter ones are going to

be without a job. May be people with deprees who can't get a
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Job...teachers that can't zet jobs. Is it reagsonable to say

that life could be made tolerable through playing a sport of

some sort,...say rugby?

4 case in point. My own brother in law. He has 4 '4A' levels
and 7 '0' levels and he can’t get a job. He is working at the
moment as & machine feeder on the trading estate. Carrying
and bringing. If he doesn't get a job....what is going to
happen to the vast majority of our school lesvers? Yes...
well...l would say thet the opportunity of playing games and
belonging to an organisation is far higher in Hucklebrough
than in a lot of other towns of the same size. And that to my

mind is directly related to the rugby.

But you take Netball, I can't find (story of inguiry at
Civic Centre) a club. The only Netball teams that I can find

round here are full of teachers. You don't £ind a Woolworths

Netball team.

It's funny that you should say that because I would have argued
the other way. To be honest., Wow my wife captained the North of
England Netball...she knows Netball inside out in this town and

I wasn't aware of what goes on until T saw just how much Netball
is run. In Hucklebrough there is a summer league run by two

girls who used to be County players....Vow they run the Summer
League....and it is played at Bamburgh School. 4nd last year's
Summer TLeague had 18 teams...all playing one night a week...and
at the end of the summer they had a tournament...in which everybody
played. UNow thet includes teams from factories and offices from
various organisations within the town. Now the next level up from
there.,..if that's your grass roots netball it is very basicCe..

may be poor quality...but it's there and they are playing. llow
above that there are two teams in Hucklebrough that play in

the Markton and District Netball League. Now that is a Winter
tournament. Then there are the Stags who train at Scottish Grange.

The other one is based on the college of further education.
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It is run by one of the girls who runs the summer lcaguc.

They run two teams. They also send players to S. County

and City Wethall...which isn't a very strong County...not

a good standard, but nevertheless they do play representative
games once a fortnight. Against other Counties. And that

goes on throughout the entire winter. So there is a Netball
structure in the town....which is really quite well developed...

Put it is very well hidden.

That gives me so much heert, it is not true,

Unless you know the people who sre running it vou wouldn't
know that it existed. But it is & good going concern, It is

very much so...alive and kicking.

Now is it selective?

The thing that I find about sport in this town...is in every

town in the North East footbell is virtually the most important
game. Now Hucklebrough is no different. There are literally
hundreds of lads who turn out and play on a Saturday...playing
Sunday Leagues on a Sunday. But the bonus of this town is that

it has also three Senior Rugby Clubs. It has Boys' Brigade,

Tech, Athletic. Astone;....ecach of those run two teams. So that's
eight teams. Each of the main teams runs a minimum of four

teams each week., 8o you have something in the order of 20 teams.
20 teams of adult rugby in the town every Saturday. Added to

that Beavers, 01d Boys and Wanderers...you have a Senior, Colts...
(Under 19) a junior Colts (Under 16) and, in Beavers in particular,
gchoolboy teams which can play on a Sunday. So there is an
enormous structwe. Now that is & bonus. Now if you take a

town like...say VWesrport....a much bigger town. They have one
rughy club, which is in Wearport. And they have one junior club
which is Beale House. They are the only two clubs in = town as
big as Wearport. So the opportunities to play rugby in that town

are far fewer than here. Thet's what makes Hucklebrough so different,
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I am of the opinion that Hucklebrough gets very good value from

its P.E. and sport provision. There can be very few Hucklebrough

children who can't SWilesos

We look upon it as a failure if we don't get a child swimming

by the third year. You do get the odd one who can't. But we have
a system in this school...only this school...we thrashed this

out at the very heginning and said "who are the most important
people to provide swimming for?" And we said, '"the first three
years" And we make sure that every class gets one swimming
lesson a week in the lower school...For the entire of his school
life. And again with the introduction of the Option Scheme in the

fourth and fifth year, you can then take up that swimming.

By and large vou were fairly critical about the P.E. here last time

I was here, Just taking the P.E. over the four years since talking

to you last, has it changed?

It has improved.{emphatically)

It took a nasty smack as s result of the N.A.S. dispute didn't it?

Yes, I think that it did. The school as a whole is on the "up'.
You see we are benefitting now from the fact that we have had =
stable P.E. depsritment. When you came lgst time we had had so
many changes. Now Jill, Joan and Pam, who has Jjust left, they've
been together here teaching P.E. and the Girls P.E. has improved
out of all recognition. Now once you have the girls established
on the same par as the boys and you have stability in the
department....you can only go forward., Again it is related to
the staff that you have. I wouldn't say that we have a good P.E.
Department....or as good a5 I would like them to be. But that's
me. lay be I'm expecting a little bit too much of people. But T
think that we do our job in school time..,.By and large we do our

job in school time. That is the important time. I've stopped doing
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as much oubt of school. But what I do do out of school

I get greater enjoyment from. I have sgid that I am only

going to do out of school that which I really enjoy deing,

And things that T don't enjoy doing; T'm not going to break

my neck to do. There is still too much pressurisation on the
pupils....fou see you can reckon that in every year group you
are talking about 22 boyvs. Now from that 22 you can probably
pick yowr foothall team, your rugby team, your basketball team,
yvour Cross country team, cricket team....athletics team. Now
if you are going to run a school team in every one of those
sports and try to practice as well....to get up to the standard
that you've got to get to compete with the other cchools.

You see we play basketball, and basketball is our third sport.
Some might say that it is ow 4th sport because there is a

lot of Cross country done as well. Now we go and play someone
like Callaly or Dovedale or Bamburgh and their basketball is
possibly their major sport. So if we don't practice hard...if
we don't have a lot of commitment to basketball out of school
time you are going to get amnihilated. Now my philosophy is
that we don't do that, We don't teach kids to go and play
another school and get annihilated. You teach them to enjoy
the game up to the level of which they are capable, Now if you
are not able to give the time enough to enable them to improve,
then you don't do it. You just farget about it and concentrate
on something else. I think that we should concentrate on rughy
because this school is a rugby school....it's traditions are

steeped in rugbyscoosao

End of recording

No follow=up comments
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I stayed at St. Peters for 8 years until they decided we should

go Comprehensive.

That was from 1965 to 1973,

Yes, then this place opened. We came here, initially I came as

an also-ran. The Headmaster had appointed no Head of P.E.
Actually he had appointed Mr, M, as Senior Teacher in charge of
boys Pastoral work or whatever, and he thought that he could do
the Head of P.E's job as well which just shows the exact standard

he holds my job in.

Is he still the Head?

He's still the Head. After a short while I stuck a couple of
applications in for Head of P.E. jobs elsewhere and it wasn't
until T asked him for an actual written reference, not to be
put down as a referee, and he said, "No, surely Just a referee,”
I seid, "No, there's the application form -~ reference from your
Headmaster." That was on a Friday morning and by 2 o'clock on
the Friday afternoon I had been offered the Head of Department
job to stay. Here we definitely had to build from scratch,
there was pure chaos. And I'm not sure that I have sorted it
out even yet. But at least I've got some sort of control over
it. I found it very hard to work here, to a very great extent
unrewarding, the staff generally. I don't think it's putting it
too strongly, to say they are embittered. Certainly the male
staff. There isn't any apparent avenue of promotion for them
within the school or within the area in the foreseeable future
and I can't see their lot improving. Speaking for the fellows,
I can't see that they deserve anything. Neil can teach, he can
teach quite well but he's thrown in the towel a long ftime ago,
once again illustrating the method of appointment. Peter was
appointed, I believe, when it was carefully calculated that I
would be on holiday. I couldn't possibly attend the interview

otherwise he would never have got the job. His wife's family
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just happened to be friends of the Headteacher's family.
Consequently I arrived back from holiday and one day I got

a phone call, from a bloke introducing himself as Mr. Lister,

my new member of staff, I was surprised to say the least and

when I found out the full details I was b....y annoyed. On the
other hand a few years ago Counby armounced they were golng o
give L extra points to every secondery school, every comprehensive
school within Cleveland, and I was assured that I was going to get
one which would have made me the first Head of Department in
Hucklebrough on a 4. Most of the seconds in the Departments that
aren't as big as mine are on the same scale as me. I was to be

the first but of course County have, since then cut back.

I am assuming you are on g Scale 3 now.

Yes. Second in French Department is on a scale 3, second in
English Department is on g scale 3, second in maths department
is on a scale 3, there are threes and fours flying all over the

place in the science department., We are just not considered,

low is vour morale right now?

iy morale is very well.

Becaugse when I came here z week on Friday, whether it was & bad

moment end I thought, My God, I felt vou were uptight, there was

a tension there, I thought, I should never g0 in......i thought

vou were living on your nerves at that moment but vou are so

relaxed now, you are g different man,

Well it's only two years ago that T suffered from alopecia. A

dirty great bald spot appeared in the middle of my head and that wes
tension. I went along to the Doctor and said, "What the hells the
nmatter?" He said, "It's anxiety, old son!" There was only one
explanation for that. You tend to have more problems, recently,
certainly, I've had far more problems with the staff than I have
with the children. What can you do? You can't get rid of them,
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So in the social relationship field your problem is a staffing.....

As skipper of the boai yours is a problem of staff and not g pupil

ong .

Yes, Principally. T mean we have plenty problems with our pupils

we've got the same old mixed bag.

But thev don't drive you round the bend. You can cope with that,

Well it's much easier to knock them into line., If etaff create
problems, which they frequently do. You see last year I gpent all
my time on this site., For a few years T have, I dldn't teach on
that site at all., So Lister went off wingeing, "Why should he have
to go up and down?" "Why should Harvey have to go up and down? And
I sit there all the time?" So that's fine. I go to the lower

site, it's easier at the lower site. I've Just been there now.

They are first and second years down there?

They are only first and second years down there, yes. So little
second yeer games - 1it's 2 doddle. Nice afternoon like this it's
money for jam. But I come back up here and I find there is 211
sorts of bloody chaos. S0 you come back from lower site and you
sort out the problems that have arisen because of thelr lethargic
incompetence. Certainly at (previous school named) I enjoyed going
to work, I might not have been conscious of it at the time but I
enjoyed going to work., I'm afraid I get very little pleasure here.
But I suppose that the other argument is that I don't get peaid

for enjoying myself, I get paid for doing a job. I'm quite sure

you do it & lot better when you are enjoying it.

Now then, explain this one to me then, because vou pubt in g good

deal of extra time, lungh times, afternoons, You needn't, Your

contract doesn't sav that vou should, so why do you?

There's only one reason why I do, the people that upset me are the

organisers, the Heads, the Governors who do the appointing and all
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that and on several occasions I've thought, now to hell with
it, that's it. I'm throwing the towel in and I'm not doing it.
But if you do that you're not getting at the Headmaster, you're
not getting at the bloody silly adviser or anybody else, you're
only getting at the kids, and if you're in teaching for any
reason gt all it's because you would relate with kids, You
realise, or you think, what you're doing is important. You
think kids are important and you'‘re there to work with kids,
And if the time comeg when I really dip out and do not work
with the kids it'11l be time to get out of teaching altogether.

Not just out of P.RE.

But_in the sense that you are still workine with kids from 9 till L

isn't that a fair whack?

It's a fair wheck, yes but,....2 lot of teachers since we went
Comprehensive, found themselves unable to cope with mixed ability
teaching, The P.E. teacher is alweys, and has always, been working
with mixed ability people. Generally speaking when vou are working

in your own time, most of the time you are working with what they
might consider to be a good '0' level class, they are still mixed
ability but everybody is of 2 reasonable level and you are working....
on the other hand if you are warking with the weak swimmers, everybody's
weak. So you're not in the mixed ability situation and there are
talents that need to be brought out, that you can't possibly get

within the time we have available,

If T were asked the same question I think that's the one that T

would go for because you haven't got time in curriculum time. You

just begin to stir a few things. You're held back and those who

have any potential = it never emerges,

Yeg, but the answer to it would not be to have more curricuvla tinme
because certainly with the dummy groups, we get them from third year
onwards, we get them inc ompulsory sets and their intelligence
determines which compulsory set they are in, Now there is quite

often a reasonable level of physical talent, but you've nearly
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always got the trouble mzkers and you spend almost 211 of your
time sorting out the trouble makers, not working with the decent
kids or the talented kids, you're sorting out the trouble makers.

.
S0 extras time replly

ot
=
=
o
o)
v
=
%]

the kids this year, a third P.E., legsson, they're on

rossibly o double games, possibly an extra double P.E.

Te this in the f£ifth vear?

Pourth and Fifth, But fifth year gemes is going on now out there.
I should be out there with the 5th year games but I would be

spending my time knocking hell out of the trouble makers ra
than working with the decent kids, so extre-curriculum time isn't

the answer.

On the contrary. I'm arguing in different places that maybe the

curriculum time it's got what it can get out of the time by the

end of the third vear, I would push it to the fourth vear because

there are some schools still making the fourth yvear work. The

Fifth year, by and large in a number of schools, in the schools

that we practice in, it is just a battle, It's not doing the teachers

any good. It's not doing the kids any good. They would be better

ditching it. There's half the kids missing, in some schools 50% of

the kids are not there., In other schools those that turn up are sort

of pulling the...,.oh, you know, every skiving trick that vou can

imagine, so that the lesson is taken up not by getting on with anything,

nobody is being taught anything, vou're just inducing chaos.

I think ifr I pop across and get my mark book I'll show you that that's

not entirely true.

Well I wasn't susgesting that it was true here st all., I'm just

suggesting that in so many schools that's one story and I'm not embarking

on 2 teacher-bashinge I'm just trving to sympathise with the problems and

come up with some....you see I can't see any solution to vour problems.

L think that you can't see any solution to your staffing problem. You've

2ot two scale 1 people, I'm thinkine in terms of the men now, bitter
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and pulling ocut snd they're no damned uge to vou, I mean I don't

know what thev're doing for the pupils., I really don't know., I mean

they are just looking for escape routes and if they don't get escape

routes they are goine to fester., They'll go sour. And what can you do
about 1t? Nothing, That's 2 fterrible dilemma I think., Except I think,

enjoy the work that vou're doing with your pupils, and presumably

that's where vour satisfzoction comes from.

Well yes, but there isn't sg much satisfaction as there used to be,
because you can't spend the time working with youwr pupils because

you're spending your time working with so many other things.

Looking beck......Decause you've been teaching now what...?

well T would say, including the Junior School T've got about 17

years in.

Of that teaching batch, which are vou most proud of?

The work I did at (previous Secondary Boys school)

That was the peak of your work?

Mme

I didn't come here, when I started this research four years ago

and had to abandon it, but I did get to one or two schools in

Hucklebrough and I felt that Hucklebrougzh four yvears ago, every-

thing was booming, everything was at a peak and I've come back

just nowy and I find that it's dribbled to nothing, there has been

such a decline.

Yes, we are still achieving a hell of a lot more than the other
schools in the town. “There the other schools in the town have

perhaps 2 or 3 football teams we have 10,

You must be getting help from other colleagues for that?
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T get 2 hell of o lot of help from the academics, it would be
impossible to do the work that we are doing. Our basketball is
overall definitely the strongest in Hucklebrough and it's a
very lean year when we don't have at least one county cup for
basketball. We always do well at athletics. We alweyvs do well

at swimming. We still have a high level of attainment and that's
done outside and it's done by a lot of people. Town football
would be non-existent without the staff of Dovedale. And there's

not a single wmember of the P.E. staff involved in that,

Explain that one to me.

Well the fifth yeer town team is run by (named colleague 1) who

teaches in the maths department here but is fifth year tubor.

Is he a coach?

Preliminary coach. The fourth year team is run by (named colleague 2)
and (colleague 1) jointly, (2) is on a year's secondment at Carnegie
to become a P.E. man. He's & full badge soccer coach and he's to and
fro at weekends to look after the Town team. The third year Town

team is run by (colleague 3) and (colleague 4), (colleague 3)is the
1istorian and (colleague 4) is chemist and head of third year, the
secretary of the Schools Football Association is (colleague 5) who
teaches K.K. here at the moment, is taking over as Youth Tutor after
Christmas, and apart from that I have people from the Art Department
rumning teams. The second in the English department runs a first

year team for me. A scale 2 History teacher runs the first year 'D!
team, second year 'A' team, and second year 'B' team are both run by
(colleague 1) who is the fifth year tutor. Third year 'A' team is

run by (colleague 5) the secretary of the Schools Football Association,
third year 'B' team is run by (colleague 6) who teaches pottery and
art, fourth year 'A' is run by (colleague 3), Geographer, fourth

year 'B!' is run by (colleague 7), second in the maths department. And
the fifth year 'A' is run by (colleague 8) who is English teacher,
remedial., Unfortunately he is leaving us at Christmas but (colleague 9)
Head of Chemistry will take over from him.
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You see that's a succegs stary in terms of staff relations in a

Comprehensive school in 1979.

It takes an awful lobt of diplomacy to...for me to keen these peonle

right.

That's right. Yours is s public relstions Jjob there,

Ch yes.

Because it couldn't operate without their help

But we also find that as we get new youngsters (teachers) in,
whereas in the other schools where nobody's doing anything, the
youngsters don't want to do anything, as the youngsters come %o

uz they see that the done thing is to be involved. So I let them
stew for a couple of wecks to settle down, let them feel the
atmosphere where everybody's talking sport, everybhody's involved
with the kids and I say,"would you like to run a team for us?"

And in 507 of cases they say, "yes, I'll do something for you."

In fact at times we've had people waiting in the wings for somebody

to leave so that they could get a team.

Is thet the adventare of a church community?

I don't think so because quite & few of the people who are working
for us are in fact non-catholics, I think the church community has
something to do with it but on the other hand if that were true,
the girls would get more help whereas the girls P.E. staff have to
do it 21l themselves.

That's right, The womer's story and the men's story are poles avart,

Poles apert,; absolutely. I suprose the arguments are that the ladies
get married and have children %o run home to and look after. That

sort of thing. T1'd need 2 lot of convincing on this one azctually,
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T think that's a very complex one because I think there is a sense

in which the sheer history of women's P.E. and the P.E. people unlike

the men put themselves apart from the rest of the school. It's partly

the P B, specialists fault and they never trv to do what vou're doing

by_trying to enlist the co-operstion ond help with teams. The women

don't want to be identified with P.E. a lot.

It could bhe right but IT'm not very convinced., I'm quite sure Judy

would snap anybody's hand off who offered to help. She is a very

very good girl, Judy. Incidentally, she ien't technically second

in the department, Mrs. Clish 1s technically second in the depart-

ment. Another wonderful sppointment by our hierarchyt

30 you're on a scale %3 then you've got lMrs., Clish on scale 2 and

Judy on a scale 2.

And both of those scale 2's were inherited from the previous

schools, when we sctually came comprehensive. Irs. Clish came from
the Convent which was & Girls' Grammar School and Judy came from
(named Secondary Schcool) with me. They both hed their scales, their
present scales, when they came. In fact they hove gone backwards
because they were both on the o0ld scale 3, they've gone back to a
scale 2. Recause Mrs. Clish made an awful lot of fuss, as she always
does about me being appointed Head of Department, she was made

second in the department and she has proven herself to be an

incompetent problem throughout the time she's been here.

Vhen I was having a cup of tea in there the other dsy it was a

stressful situation.

She is. She's like that with the children snd I cannot get rid of
her. Her Doctor says she 1s fit to work, even though the psychiatrist
has seen her and says she requires hospital treatment.

o
<
a

50 she's really vpouring all her problems onto the pupils

Onto the pupils, onto anybody who'll listen. No doubt you.
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well I just sat and it all came pouring out,

She is very unfortunate inasmuch ze her hushand
and she had & break-in znd she's made an ghsolute mountain out
of the bresk-in., People were sympathetic for a while dbut she's
been the same for the seven years that we've been here. JT've ssen
no real change in her in the seven years we'we been here. She is a

much bigger problem than any of the.se...it's ridiculous.

You are on a knife edge aren't vyou? You know, with staff relationships,

T don't know how vou cope.

Well T avoid her. Occasionally T can't. She's been causing trouble
with the second year., She claims she is unfit to take games lessons,
She's been told that she has to go out and take games lessons, so
she started to avoid going out in the cold. Like big kit inspections
and every child had to have their P,E. kit labelled, not only
labelled but labelled in the place where she said it must be labelled
and when they didn't do so she refused to teach them. I told her
that she had to teach them and she said, "Oh yes, alright!" Then
the kids came back and complained that she had refused to teach them
again and T went and tcld her again, and eventually after several
compleints from parents, after the second year tutor was bringing
211l her problems to me, that she had created, I'm not getting at

the second year tutor, the second year tutor is a very nice girli,
but I'm getting static from the pastoral pecple, from parents all
because of her. She is sorted out now but next week probably another

problem. It's a very very difficult situation.

Imvossible. I don't know, if vou're in a trap situation and vou feel

as though vou can do something about it then 0.K. you can live with

that because vou feel that vou are actually doineg whaet you can. But

I can see that you are in a terrible trap situation there without

being able to do 2 thing.

Well the Deputy Heads and the Hegdmaster gnd 211 the rest of it

just don't want to know, about any problems let alone this one.
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I mean if she causes trouble around the school you know, she's
late, she doesn't wmerl her register, this sort of thing, she

sends her classes away late, pecple complain to the Headumaster

ing thelr complaints to me to

o’ 3
Lo

or the Deputy Heads and they
sort out. There's no way they'll approach her. Nobody will

approach her it always has to be me.

However broad your shoulders it bears down on you.

I have very broad shoulders but I'm afraid its worn me down gquite

considerably over the past two or three yesrs.

You must be adopting o sort of personal 'Willisms' philosophy.

On I certainly don't get the work out of myself or out of the kids
that I used to., Certainly not. I'm far from satisfled. There are
some superd kids who do brilliantly but if I put my hand on my

heart now I must say they almost do it despitc me.

have the drive and the enthusiasm I used to have.

If you could design your next five years, next ten years, what
would you like to do? Would vou look for a new school, a different

Catholic school, would you get out of teaching, supposing vou had a

choice - that is o career choice = divorced from family.

If I had a career choice, I thought I might have actually, the Head

of* the lower schocl is retiring in the near future. Now I would have
been in with a reasongble chance for that. But, unfortunstely, because
of the staffing cuts etc. they are not replacing the Head of Lower
School. T calculated on that one that if I could get the Head of
Lower School, and have out of 25 or so periods I would teach, a

little bit of general subjects and perhaps 15 FP.E. and games, I

think T could enjoy that for 2 period of five to ten years,

But that's retreated intocsoces
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I can't really sce any avenue open st the moment, other than
going on to the pastoral side of things, Yeer Tutor, where I
would be on the same scale I'm on now, equally harrassed. I

can't really see any avenue not only for myself but for any Head
of P.E. in the town. The Head of P.E. =zt Aiden is away trying
to do a degree course in one year, I don't think he has o great
decl of hope doing that. And as I understand he's got the last
year of secondment that's lizble to be thrown out for a long time
anyway so there's not much hope for the rest of us now. Anyway
I'm not gquite sure how much I'd want to do that if I go on.

There is absolutely no prospect of deputy head, head, for people
like myself. ITt's the position where sll P.E. peanle like mysslf
who remgin at the chalk face ultimately arrive, some people have
got out of it in different ways, "K", he's got = reasonable chance

of becoming a deputy head, possibly......

Ts he from this school?

He's from the 0ld gchool. The old Grammar School. But he did an
Open University degree, followed by a years secondment, I don't
know whether it was for an M.Sc. or what it was for, but I'm
certainly not prepared to spend the next four to five years
blasting away at a bloody Open University degree. I couldn't
possibly do the work I do at school and do it. And the little
bit that T see of my family anyway would go, so I'm not going to
do that. T suppose I shall just have to hang around here until

they offer me early retirement or something.

If T read the situation right, there are two things that might help,
If t

doing begause you say that all vou've done since ever you came here has

here were a change of head who at least would recognise what vou're

0 there 1
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been, and there's been o hell of a lot done for the pupils,

s satisfaction from working with the pupils because there is 2 sense in

which some of them at Jeast sporeciate what's being done and there is

the satisfaction of seeing the effects of yvour work through the pupils,

But this Heod seems to me to be, he just disregards P.E.

Oh he's very proud of the cups we bring back. He's delighted by

the cups we bring back. I don't think he's untypical of any Headmaster
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in Hucklebrough,

I get the dmpression there aren't many of them very intevestzd

He puts the emphasis on ac:demics. He gives academics all the money.
Quite honestly our '0' level maths results last vear, out of a yesar
of 300 children we got & 'C' level passcs. And he hasn't esven done

anything about it.

Have you any children in the school?

I have.

You must be worried about this,

My daughter is in the second year at the moment. She is reasonably
bright. She's in the top group for ever
home her maths homework, she's doing, generally messing about with
stuff that I didn't see once I had left the Junior School, It's
absolute rubbish., Mind I'm not particularly concerned because my
meths are quite sufficient to teach her '0' level and, poor kid,
from next year onwards she'll have me, as well as him. It's not

fair on the kid.

How many children have you got?

Two girls.

Is she the eldest?

She is the eldest. There's another one to come. But the other one's

a bit brighter, I think she'll probably find her own way.

It's worrying nonetheless.
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Oh it's worrying. I'm not particularly worried about many of the
subjects. The Science Department is very good, the English Depart-

£

ment ic good, History Department scems all right. Most of t}

1c

15 15 absolutely bloody abyssmal,

Thev have probably cot a scale 4, scale 3,

They have got a Seniar Teacher, Scale 3, and after that I think they
are probably gll on 2's. I can't think of one that's on a 1 anyway.
Oh, I'nm sorry, they have o scale L4 as well, If you include (named
colleague) who is 5th Year Tutor. He's on a 4. Then there is the
second in Department who is on a 3, so theyive got a - if youd like

to call it - 2 5, a 4, a 3 and several 2's,

Supposing vou had a lad in the school now knowing that the stagnant...

because there is a stagnant pettern now in P.E. There are no avenues

either into recreagtion, orgaenising, lecturing which is what vou should

be doineg now. In the career sense. But there vou're trapped with an

unenviable team. There is no more difficult team I think that I can
think of off hand,

I have an extremely good girl in Judy and Elaine has got a lot going
for her, she's young and inexperienced yet but she's got a lot going

for her, She's a warker,

And she should pick up much from Judy

She 1is.

But there's nothing going to help those men,

Nothing at all.

Because they are stuck here unless they get out into industry.

Anyway I think you were going to ask me would I advise a son of mine

to go into P.E.

That's right, A son or a boy from school?
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No. Quite definitely not. I've had an awful lot of pleasure and

1 think I have achieved a reasonable amount, but I wouldn't recommend
anybody to plough that furrow because for the pleasure you get out of
it I'm quite sure I could have found another job where I could have
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got, perhaps not as much plecsure, and perhaps nct much satisfaction
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but I would have had a damned site easier life nyself and people
would have thought I was & much more important person than I am now,
e

not that that means anything to me.

You would have seen a lot more of vour family than vou have,

Ch yes definitely.

You'd certainly be paid more than you are,

Yes,

3

I'm not so sure about the fulfilment. I think that's something

where vou don't know. Because you have had a lot of fun out of it

haven't vou?

Oh yes a hell of a lot of fun.

Do vou still get a lot of fun out of it? You've come back this

afternoon yvou see, absolutely full of it haven't vou? You've come

back from that second vear games and vou've had a hell of an

afternoon.

Yes itSeecsno

¥hich day of the week do vou not look forward to? As far as the

kids are concerned?

Oh Monday. I start off on a Honday with 3, 7, 8 and 9 gemes. That's
a class and a half all to myself, 45 kids, first two on & Monday

morning. I've always got = bad head anyway because I'm a drinking
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man. After break I have the worst class in the Pifth year, which
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5 the worst class I have ever had in my fifth year followed by
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another bvad £ifth year.
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And how manv are there in that worst clas
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A0, You et 8
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1wsually get about 20-25, OF the 20-25 3
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skivers supported by their parents so I just give them a good hiding
every now and again just to let them know I'm still there and stick
them in 2 corner and if they open their mouths again....and by the
time I've got through a1l this a good chunk of the lesson is gone
and then I take the decent kids out of the group and I do what I
can for them. And that's followed by another group - fifth year
which is more or less the same stary, you know, they are nearly as
bad. In the afternoon I go to the lower site and I have & double
games with second year which is uswally qguite enjoyveble and then I
come back and have a double with fourth year, double F.E. period
with fourth yeor which I don't like., I take them in the gyw for the
Pirst lesson and T give them a bloody good sweat. And then I take
them out of the gym, change them and give them & swimming lesson.

So by the time I get to the afterncon it's not too bed but in the
morning, you know, looking forward out of one jaundiced eye, nine
o'clock on a Monday morning its bloody hell. It doesn't get any

more fun gs you get older either. Plus T have another third year
gemes group Tirst thing on Friday morning, 3, 1 and 2 which is =&
normal size group. The first half term I did rugby with them both
and the second half term I've done soccer with them both, Now T

was further forward with 3, 1 and 2 and they sre supposed to be

2 problem class, by the way. You're supposed to have all the bvaddies,
but I got more out of 3, 1 and 2 in the first fortnight than I got
out of 3, 7, 8 and 9 all half term, because with 45 kids what the

hell can you do? What can you do with 45 kids all at one go?

o that's a timetabling thing isn't it? They are sending too many

croups at the same time far _too few staff,
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Well we just haven't got the staff.

On the Iridav that I came I went to the timetable,..there were more

o 4_153.1: LV s e
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Mo I think it's five occasions in the week when a member of the
P.E. staff does two people's Jobs. Which gives ten periocds. Which

eans that I am a third of them, teacher understaffed?

And you told me on thet Friday that vou'd made g case in committee

of the whole staff council or whatever yvou call it, that it had been

conceded and vet refused. I would react in a very angryv waV.

You get up on your hind legs and prove

a point conclusively and one by one 211 your obhjectors drop their

£ ' - J Mt

heads, they know they're bheaten, then the Headmaster says, "well we

appreciate your problem Brian and we know how hard you worlkend all
the rest of it,"bub the sitvation is something....." Fe doesn't put

it quite like that but that's what he meant. The veto was epplied.
I mean I have beaten hin on a few occcasions. On a few occasions

where I've called meetings and he's stuck his nose in and decided
that it was going to go ageinst me. I can now judge just when veto

"Right, I think it's time to take a

is about to come and I say,
vote, all in favour." 4and he's left without a leg to stend on,
But that's on relatively minor things, on more major things he
Just applies the veto and on you go, whet can you do? As I said
before, you cen't take it out on him you can't take it out on the
r Head the only people who you can really get angry with ave
the kids and make the kides suffer. I mean I can tell him €0 Pecoso
off, T haven't actuclly told him t0 Peeo..off but I've told him in
no uncertain terms exactly what I thought of him. Hot much good

's dorne me, Fo good whotsoever., The fact that we are o third
of & teacher short, T t0ld (named collesgue) when he was doing
the timetable that he wouldn't get anybody to follow the sort of

programme, to come in part time, "Oh we will," he saild, "we will."
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And then we came back after summer and he sald, "We can't get

anybody for this." I said; "I bloody tcld you sgo." "¥ell, what
are you going to do about it?" he asks me. And T said, "You carry
on trying." And T went and played hell with the boss and all

the rest of it and eventually they provided me with an answer,
Tiell, the groups are too big so you send the ones that you're not
going to take, the number over 30 to such and such a classroom
and we'll get somebody to sit with them, which means that I'm
going to have to say to the kids, "You are not getting any
Physical Education this year, you're not getting a games lesson
this year"and it's bloody moral blackmail. They know I won't

3 s Tenew T o - to ot = 0n oo Ve ot
do it. They know I won't say, "I'm sorry son, bubt you're not

v

getting any P.E. You're not getting any games. They know I'1ll
say C.K. we'll double up. So we double up.

And vou are doing that 5 times a week?

I'm not doing it 5 times a week but its happening 5 times 2 week.
Judy has g first year P.E, lesson with 48 first year girls for a
double, in the gymnasium, on her own. Apart from the fact that

the gymnasium is no way big enough to aeccommodate 48 in the changing

b]

room, it's not big enough to accommodate 48, It's a little one at
lower site, so she has to pop half of them into the changing room
and half of them into a classroom and sort of dodge backwards and
forwards supervising them getting changed then take them into the

gymnagium where there's no way she can do her job,

There must be a better way of doing it than that surely?

There is a better way of doing it than that. This is 5, 6 and 7 she's
got, is to take 3, 7 and appoint a teacher to teke them at another
time, but how? I mean I could meke them change the timetable if
they provide a teacher. A teacher can't be found, as 1 say, I knew
last year thet I wouldn't be able to get a teacher who would turn

in for the first two periods on a Monday morning, last two periods

on a Tuesday afternoon., First two periods on z Wednesday morning,
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last two on a Thursdey. I mean it's obvious you are not going

to get anybody to do that. Particularly when you want two people,
you want & man to turn up 3 times and & woman to turn up twice,
No way will you get that, because they wouldn't get as much

for working pert-time like that than they would on the dole
anyway. 1 assure vou there's ne way around it.

L2l

Whe makes the timetable decisions? Doegs the boss take them or

is theresessos

One of the Deputy Heads does the timetable and spends about 6
months doing it and he makes the decisions = and you go and
fight with him. And if you are not satisfied and go over his
head the boss will support him. So you're wasting your time.
I attack them every year, I spend the first couple of weeks
making life awkward but they know eventually I'll run out of
steam andececcses

T'm amszed vou've gob as much heart as you heve, I think that

T would have packed in by now.

I've gtill got the best school in Hucklebrough you know,
at least.

But_you are really carrying that on the good will of 2 lot of

very good friends.

Oh a lot of good friends, yes.

Which vou'll nourish. You'll keep those like hell, vou will,

Actually, the most of these names I've mentioned are people who
help us out at school, you know we have a pint together most
nights. S0.....1 don't say we never have a few harsh words but we
are friends, we are friends rather than colleagues. That makes life

a lot easier.
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What's the friendship pattern within the Department? Do vou drink

-

or have meals or coffee with Peter and Neil or,....

n thev started o
Y tney tarted g

We used to a few years ago and th

8]

more bolshie, dissatisfied, and we just drifted out of it. Five
years ago we would be in the Woodcutter at five thirty every

night together. After our practices, you know, we'd get the

kids away and come opening time we went for a pint then went

home. That was five years ago. Things have deteriorated drastically
since then. Prineipally in the summer term when we are away at
Athletics matches we get along well. We go for a drink and that

oL . S 4 - ~rer
sort of thing but it's very rarc now.

You've seen so many genergtions of kids through, through so many

of your schools, What do you reckon P,E, is doingzrln other words

kids have been to school for eleven years: five vears in a secondary

school, at the end of the day you must look back and sav, "Christ,

what have I done for these kids?"

Well, I've gone very nuch away from the old growth and development
sort of thing, I think what we're doing now is taking kids, giving
them a choice for their after school life for some sort of heglthy
participation. That is very necessary, that we show them around,
we show them what's available but what I ingist on very very
strongly is that they are equipped to go out with good attitudes,
knowing the disciplines involved, knowing what it's all about,

"T want the

I always say to the teachers who are taking teams,
kids to play in the correct spirit, in the correct way, I want

them to play well, if you win anything that's a bonus,"

So sportsmanship matters all to you?

Sportsmanship end being equipped for later life, to go cut and get

involved. We are preparing kids for that big nasty world out there.

It is a problem now in Hucklebrough and it's going to be g bigger

problem in the next decade.
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Yes,

Do vou feel comuitted to that problem, do you feel locked in

because you're a Hucklebrough lad, do vou feel part of the

T L
LUC K

-

lebrough set up? Do vou Feel a duty to these kids meny of

whom are not going to get a job?

I'm very much o IMucklebhrouglh lad, very much so. If we can't get
owr kids involved in the local soccer, the local ruvby adminton
and the thing is growing, you know, the opportunities in basketball

Q.:

and everything else, as you say they are going to be complete an
utter....And also even if they weren't getting jobs and all the

rest of it, people crashing down with massive cardiac arrests

BT}

with boredom, We could prepare them to avoid this, As I say,

)

that's my idea, prepare them for zctive involvement when they
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leave us and make sure that they know all about the discipline

3

the attitude.

Yow T can sce that through vouwr scccer, throush vour badminton,

through those sort of thinegs. I cen't see it through athletics

and I can't see it through some of the thinegs that are done. In

Hucklebrough there is no continuity between athletics which they

get a lot of in fact I'm not sure that they don't zet too much

of in schools because I think that it makes them more pig sick

than inclined to carry on in the facilities that are available

in Hucklebrough.

You've got a point there but what's yowr zlternative in the

summer Drogramne?

I would certsinly look for something other than athletics.

I agree. Look for tennig, I'd love to get tennis going in a big way
and I've got & courts out there. Absolutely delapidated and I've

been fighting for seven years now to get them reinstated.

So one of your problems is that...is then the tennis facilities,
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Evervbody says Hucklebrough facilities are great and I think

that they appear to be great. Every school's got a pool, Every

school's got a sports hall. But with the kids they'wve gol in the

timetable structure.....Do vou lose facilities far exums?

No., I know some of them have given way but no way do I. I agree

with you, I mean on a TFriday afternoon.....

This is not to say that Athletics is not valuableves oo

I think it's valuable,

So do I but you can't value it on the basis that it's going to be

continued.

I agree with you and yet a lot of my boys in the present fourth
year and the present fifth year are very dedicated athletes who
belong to Town Harriers and I hope will continue. Quite 2 few

of my past boys are in.

So that is encourgeing.

There is some continuity, not as much as I would like, but there

is some.

But there is g hell of a lot of continuity in vour soccer though,

Yes.

I can see that sav in your basketball, I think there is a little
bit of link up with sdult clubs,

There's quite a bit actually in basketball., There is quite an

outlet.

Badminton I think there's guite an outlet.
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There is quite an outlet. I see across at 01d Boys Rugby

Club I see quite a lot of my kids, they are popping in for

orange juices while I'm trying to peel myself off the bar,

EZnd of Recording

No Follow—up Comments
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1 cuame straligshit here.

sre you doing fully Foi, here or wure you doing s

_subfect?

at the moment it is 2ll P.u. In the fubuare it micht go towards
ceo-rephiy. T don't Lnow.

You are doing full-lime P.l. 1Q_Fp§th ducation straipght from
treining. 7t is unusvel T think. hat kind of »ressures did you
experience?

Cnn the whole T found it » Ilot casier coming into .72, thon T cver

L
experienced on T.P, That wes the only euperience I have with
comprehensives, I found on the whole teaching in B.E. was a lot

zasier. Although T think that you are slways teld in comprehensives

("l

i
o
A

vt vou have, should have, very formal structure, I think that's less
of the case here., 1 suppose the emphasis is more on recreational
aspectsecocccn

Did you have that recreation philosophy at College?

To z certain extent but that wasn't the main emphasis. Tt was slwuays
towards the develomment of skills and that sort of thing rather then
recreational ewmphasis although they do stress the enjoyment was

important.

Fresunably, as you lived in Hucklebrougn you o

sporting connections in the ftown.

n

Yes yvou mean sort of like the.oss.

You wouléd either be ¢ netbell plaver or s hockey player s

of &b e you?

.

a bit of everything.

enjoyed the whole renge?
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Do yeu pbill perticipater

Just ebout in everything, yves.

Just tell me g little bit about vour own involvement then,

I'1L stort with sthletics then., T suppose you could say thet wes my
sport. T'nm club cozch, but I take voung school children outside of
the educationzl system. I brins merbers of Shaw Lanc down here for

speclalist training as well on & Vednesday evening.

So_you_join the two?

‘Y

[
[&]

Does it work out well?

I think so.

So it is fair to say that part of that role is pert of vhat you're peid

for but_you extend it _to somethins other than zhaty

<41

Yes. In addition to bringins them down here I take them on Sundsy

morvings, Tuesday nichts and "hursday nights.

and_you wouldn't be peid for that?

o, Then I em slso invelved in Badminton here. snd, in addition,
outside of college, I am also involved in taking people under 16,
the County Junior Sguad. But I den't bring them here. The coaching
is done at Bamburgh T run g Badrinton club for the ccllege but it is
£ r outside merbers, sort of people who are enrolled. In addition I
also have an evening class in Badminton, sort of beginners, snd they

include some members of the college nlus people from outside.



Do you think the Badminton is health tmement in the ton?

Very healthy. I would think it was one of the most healthy sports.
Yes.

Right we have gob thc_athletics, we've pob_the Badwliuton invelvement,
T elso vlay hockey. But obviously here it is difficult fto teach hockey
because we haven't got any outdoor facilitiss so that's purely

atlionel from my point of wvicw., Although I do if

€
it play indoor hockey.

So you are a meuwber of the ladies hockey team are you?

Tes.

Which club is it?

Corinthians, in Hucklebrough,

Thet's Just for your fun? Is that club full of teachers?

Yes,

There's nobody from Woollies play or nobody from a factory?

There are girls who work in offices I think come along. .ind there is

one ex-student from here goes alongs to play. .ind there's a few

schoolgirls on trhe Junior team. There are two teams, lst and 2Znd.

I take it Corinthiens has got = fairly stable first XTI has it7

1

Ves.

Has it got a_stable second XT7

Gaea

Leas stable there is 2 lot more additions comine ~-nd going.
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And then it runs a number of Junior teams?
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ie duet the twe.

and you'll £ind in that second XI one or two schoolgirls, say ‘rom

Gitermere or_diden's or whatl not? They will play adult hockey, So.

that's a nics link frow school, it seemg to me to be a zood pathway.

If you're good enough, or if you can break down the ties that P.E.

teachers are vervhaps on the selection commitiee.

That's what bothers me. It's = pretty close circle that first XI.

Tou elways find thet, I think. You have the elite and its breaking

into it I think.

How do they break into it? %hen it is broken. ‘Vhat's the story?

Sheer sbility I think,

So that if T've got real talentecesescs

Then perhaps you could,

I might be acceptsd, even if I've got rough langusge, rough course msnners.,

I think so.

You see there sre some boys tinst ere oleying rugby for instance in some

of the school tesms, super pleyers but their lsnguage is course, their

manners are cowse, and there is no way that ¢ P.E. teacher is going to

re_him down to enderers or Beavers. MNow then I think there iz a sense

- e v e et

tal
in which we're _not truthful with ourselves when that happens. Clearly
it!

somethines you've thought about as well.

T think they could possibly zet the chance. Perhaps if they sre very
very course then they wouldn't but I think on the whole if they have

got the ability then they would consider them.
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Keep on going with vour own story.

'm also & menber of o tennis club, But s:ain

!

eparate from the job here. That's purely for recreantion,

Are vou involved in the Town or any other way. I think of politics,

Church as well as sport?

Mo, I wouldn't honestly have the time. Sport takes up about 1007,

It's just gbout every night in the week anyway.

Do vou live in Hucklehroush?

Yes.

Do_you feel loysl to Hucklebrough? In other words if I came in ag an

outsider and started attacking Hucklebrough, would you get strong in
it?

your defence of it

Mo I don't think so, You see I wasn't born in Hucklebrough. I moved
here when I was 5 years old. T was born in the North East though, but

I think other places have lots to offer.

When you left college to come back to the North East though, you are
loyal to that extent.

7ell it was g choice, T think I'd either have come back to the lorth

Zast or I would have steyed in Yorkshire. One of the two,

Tou cuite like Yorkshire?

Yes,

Is there a day that you don't look farward to coming in? Becguse you've

zot_that group or that eroup,

o not really. It depends on the students that you get in. And each

vear is very very different from the previous year because you set



pretty much & new intake. There isn't such o follow through as there
is in school., You see them from the 1lst year to the 5th or &th or
whatever. Tolte the Engineering Deparitment. Say you hove them here
for one year cnd then you loose them. Yhen I first came I sow &
student stay Tor a term and then I lost thenm ond I didn't see them
cgain unbil perhaps the next year. But that's changed. We never
zet the block release or the day release coming into the gymnasium

cept for recreztional activities during the dinner howr. 5o you
only see Tull timers on the whole.

And they come down because they want to come down?

s Engineering Department, Business Studies Department and whot is

called the H.V.53.C. the Home lianagement Course, and the Heslth and

o

Community Service course, P.E. is compulsory for them.

Oh, I am reslly quite sstonished by that. So vou have girls who want

to_do _domestic management or dieticians or you can have engineers,

are there agny women enzineers at the moment?

I think there is only one in the whole place, but I take boys as well

as eirls for FP.E. It's more or less equal,

Take me through Mondayv, What did you do yesterday?

Tell 1 stersed off londay morning 9 till 11 talking the I.7.Bs.

The Engincerine Industriel Training Board Course, for 2 hours - 16/17
vear old male students.

How many students would you have?

17 in that group.

4nd were they boys snd

T‘TO (“,11 M.J.GSQ

Jhat did you tale them for?



de usually do a range of activities. The grester veriety the better I

think. Ve did a sweatl training sessicn to stert off with. I think the

-

important thing is, well v:rticulorly me beins o vosen and weles Jor
P.E. wou've got to bhe shle to show that you have the general ability

and you can knuckle down and do the work as well,

Did you find that difficult? \hen you first came?

No.

You probably don't now, you probably thoroughly enjoy it.

I suppose its hecause I've glways done it. T used to be a nerher of
the 4thletics club 2t College. I used to join with the lads training
sessions so I found it no problem. In the final year of the course

there was a merger with male and Temale departments and sometimes we

had mixed lectures as well,

What hoppens if you get some young engineer being too fresh? Being silly,

Embarrassingly silly,

It happens but not to any great extent. You can more or less rely on
the attitude of the others to¢ rnut him in his place. So really, perhavs
vour discipline measures aren't so important as the effects of the

group I think,

So_you took them for s sweut session yesterday, what was that? 20 minutes.

That wes only 20 minutes, Jjust a warm up before we had a game of

volleyball.

And you took the whole egroup for volleyball?

Yes,

Insofar as in some of the schools it's simply a baby mindine function

the toys are given out, they pley table tennis, they play badminton and

teacher retires, How true was it _in vour job yesterday?

-




T don't alwsys do skills if that's vwhet you weon, sort of
the lesson, right at the begimning I introduce a new sport then I go
through the different types of shot or vhatever there again they know
the basics. I find that they prefer to plsy the rame hut if something
falls down in the game situstion I say, "ah yes, what about this,"
and take them out of the gawme again and take them back into the ganme
2nd continue trying to bring out the different points. So I suppose
that emphasis is slightly different from vwhat's normal in schools,
Put there assin I haven't had o great exuperience of that anyway,.

Did you intervene vesterday?

Yesterday I didn't, But sort of previous weeks, yes, I did., I would
teke them out and sort of emphasise the need to be able to pass to
people in the group. Name calling, thst sort of thing. So that they
didn't just send the ball over the net, they had to direct it. And

it was better to pass the ball say to a person nearer the front of
the net and then passing it straight across rather than just hoping
to get it over the net without any.....i.e. I introduce some tactical

aspects of the game.

Now, did you dc any vollevhall at Collese?

Yes,

S0 you felt competent when you started here? To teach volleyball to

these engineers.

I think so. ie had a background where, T suppose I was slightly ferent,

I opted. We had opticns and the timetable was such that T monzged to do
Just about every sport there was and T thought it would widen my backsground
snd 1t would be the better if I didn't drop anything, even the subjects

T vwiasn't 50 keen on.

which were thev?

I suppose if T was truthful;, swimming.

Dance?



I gidn't wind Dance, I must =

yvear T hsd a go at dence and T didn't like it. Then as the course
went through I reslised the sdvert--es of doaco.
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the cvmnastic. oo

There again for 511 I don't do gymnasties here, T suppose T would say

FRSIN S NI

I was alsc interested in gvmnastics,

folloved it up,

Have you heen neglied

v b k2 N

A, ., 1 1
it

% iyt Lis

LB _T&ad
eay 'Oh_God, T couldn't do that'?

,_vidnerable and sort of

m in o position whereby, on the whole, I decide myself vwhat I do.

You're never put into the pressure where they ssy, 'T want yvou to do

50 meny weeks fencing, for instence, or so uegks judo,

T

i Q 3 l’lO o
They come tc you ang you're free?

Rt

Yes, so 1 suppose I don' hat sort of n»ressure.

So you work from 9 111l 11 with yvour fitness session ond vour vollevbrll,

bid you ret e hreek then?

Tes T had a bresk from 11 111 12, ind from 12 til

l__l

1.30 then I ftook
vhat's celled $.7.C. class whieh is short ftrainming cowrse. It's for

g
[0

o

unemployed younssters, It's » smell sroup, I think about £ in

W

i1

certiculer sroup.

hat gort of things are they likely to be _taking in that?

om. o

Senerel communications and sort of what they call life skills, preparing

e

them for the world work ond life in the community, I think that's more

or less 1t.



Thev could be s difficult sroun?

of

These are garly leavers gren't thery?

Yes, +nd there was 10 in the group at that particular time and I
hadn't seen that particular group before. They were slready waiting

for me in the gym because they had come down early and I said,

ladies would you like to go in the changing rooms and get changed.”

a
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swearing and that sort of attitude. So I just lef't them and came here
tack into my office and pottered about and went back and said, "Ch
sren't you ready yet?" They sort of locked at me znd asked "Uhat sare
ve going to do?" And T =2id, "Ch since some of you might not have
games Kit we would do something that was reasonalbly less energetic"
so vie did Badminton, Table Tennis and I set to and I think I more or
less shamed them into coming to helr me put up the nets, becsuse ve
are not used to the idea of the teacher putting the equipment out.
And they Jjust sat and watched me., And then one of them said, "would
you like a hand?" ind T said, "Oh I would really apprecicte that"

50 of course they all gzot involved and I think on the whole its the

problem of the course. They didn't know why they were attending

college. They couldn't see zny point, and slthough it was their first

week nobody had sat dowe and told them why they were sttending college

cnd thet sort of thing., Awgusy we ot through the lesscn and I showed
therm that F.i. in college 1s different from school...l actually

chandoned doing Badminton and Table Tennmis I decided that they didn't

want to see something that they had done in schools before;, they
wanted something completely different,; sc T thought well they have
never seen g hulti-gym befoare, so I explained the workings of the Lulti~-
zym and it was something new, something novel and that was it. and

we reaglly enjoyed that. That wes different, so I thought, well I have
broken the ice with that particulasr group by doing something thot they

had never done hefore,

dhet did you call it, Multi-gym?
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ieht training mechine wand,...it's just a nunber
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sefe enviromment where they can't

Yes, So I realised they wanted sometling o 1little bit different
from the school situsztion, So T +think the next week I did keen-fit
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to mugic and brourkt in o series of non records and Uley didu't

reslise how hard they were workine because they said the next

2y
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how stiff they were., So obviously they hsdn't done & lot of P.I,

before, or at least for some of the time,

Did all ten arrive the next time?

o=

I only lost Z from the course. 2 after the first week and then

another two.

But thet was from the course not from trusncy from Physical Bducetion?
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s Left hirough the first few weeks. e
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Jost 2 znd one wey or another it seemed {to be the 2 who didn'
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a whole lot
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in the group. 4nd once they left, the si

better.

Fow often do you get thege i
—— a5 % e s - R e T TR R R

They chenge every term I thinl,

8o you, zet this 1ittle eroup and you've broken fthe ice Dby veel. 5
and_you've more or less got througsh to them, is it still soing on?

Eaniienr SuPy At e weleen

fame

think on the whole they seem to enjoy It and "'ve =obt 1t more

tovards troditionsl P.B. zs we would call it, Although I have done o

2

uperstors competition, that sort of thing. I wes trying to keecp it
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o varied as sossible so thet the development ol siills verlavs
vasn't there but ths enjovment fsctor wes there

wre vou ever in the nogition wrere ¢ ~roun of sev twelve strong
2 SR . 2 e LR SN PR POV ST S Y

snd suddenly six turn up?

ST L

Tell it would never happen to that extent I don't think. You might
get the odd cne who won't come alone and I've checked up on

buteooos

9

Cos there iz o sense in which there isn't much discipline mpnoeuvrc

- - 2 a1 - o< -~ SRV & r -
oy ~ oty et Yalo re vz o h
Il da C Y¥ou 415 TLEDC N l,L L VoL glI'g ,‘,»}_ o .
plaSingt

Ch ¥ think T would go up and telk +o the perticular student abhout

t have about P,E. and find out

it....about any problems they mirs

what wee weonzg., So I would definitely make o versonsl aporoach.

It seems to me_that once o week seems to be too little time. You've
gob time to forget, even the teacher almost, between the weekly

interval. Or is that not true?

It seens to work slright. It depends on youw emphesis again, T
think if perhaps you try to do o developmental prograzmme then once
a week isn't sufficient. TIf it's purely recreational then T think
yes

If you Cescribed your Jjob to aon outsider T would assume that you

o

youlé describe it pretty well thet you're here to sell sport ond

1 ~ L

recreation. Is it anything other than that?

Yes, I think so. If you take eveninz clagses, then I'm » Badminton

coachh then I wonld say my oim iz te develor siillg thet sgort of thing.,

<

S0 the emphasis is, for 211 its 2 recrectionzl class, people 'zve
come because they want to do Badminton. Do therefore I'11 do the
various skills and brealk the game down. I'll teach several shots

r. week then introduce tactics :nd t'ct sort of thing.
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are there dirflicult tensions either within the depsriment or the

faculty oxr the colleze that sometimes undermine your contentment

with your job?

kY

On the whole L would say T zet quite a bit of job satisfaction

[T}

from what do. I sunpose that sometimes I wisk that vou couls
be certain that people enjoyed what they were doing. And some-

times you have problems here. They might forget their kit and

vou've just gobt to sort of keep on at them and say, 'where's

your kit?' and hope that they will bring it next week, or have

some spare equipment here and let them use it. So I think thet's
one pressure, not having peonle sztisfretrorily dressed o you

perhaps can't teach them what you've set out to do, what you
hoped to do that particular day. It happens nmore with, in the
past. Two or three years sgo when I tock block release clasces,
i.e. students in cclleze for one duy per vieek und they only got
P.Es for a term, half a term and they would come down and you
were lucky if you could pget them to bring plimsolls. You were
getting somewhere if you could get them to bring their plimsolls
to join in a geme. So of course it restricted the programme

that you could do,

Because you couldn't give them a sweat session and have them

going back to the canteen....
Yot weally. So I found that o bit of = restriction. On the whole
people do unow bring their kit because my attitude is now getting

through to them I think, because I have been here 3 years.

If you got the onportunity would vou move from here now?

Yes, 1if something betfer wag offered.

If vou could design your next 5 or 10 years what would vou ideglly

llhe?

Well IT'm oo bit ambitious I think, If it was completely open,
completely free, I would like to go into either high level
coaching in & perticular sport or there zgain say to a Physical

Educetion college something like that and be responsible for



of thet dereription.

30 after trree yeuars vou ousht reslly %o |

thing come?

PRSRvugpbesiny &9 S

=]
=y
"
<
o
o
[
&)
£,
o]
0
o
=
o2
foete
ol
o
=
)
t
.
-
[§]
w
.
il
fomed]
ot
g
i_l;
.
e
I
M
o
s
o
v
@)
]
=
o
I
8]
W@
-
i
O
I

yeers is sufficient, well this ig only my third yesr, so l've

done 2 years and this is the stort of my third yesr, sc I think

nerligns it would be more towards the end of this vear.
But vou would guite like %o spy in cither sport or coschine. The
tvhousht of zodng bock into schoels would horrify —ou?

Tt weuldn't horrify me, but I think T would find it e bit restricting,

having a Head of Depsrtment saying t
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and such z manner and have set expectations.

ry much : free egent here nren't yon? You obviously

oy it and vou value thath very much,

Vee
Yo,

r - RN P LR < ~ 21 g o
ot chout reletions, do you feel the rest
~E
O

IR PO LA . IR T . L. T = o R IR o
tlhe rest of e college. J do feel isolated os

o oos Fe3. in the toun, the gc
Me lisison bebveen tho tuo lthous

srent extent,

That's interesting. The ay you tglk about the lisison,...that is

zon're talking aboub the link or llaison betwsen schools and college.

el et -~ a =

Tou_think that thet could be strengthened?
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Thet sre the bavrie

i in that

it 2t the moment? I would te

ot
joi]

children can't come slons

oveding

sort if the are under the of

s permission, Ho they must have the

ter to come along here to G0ieeoes

ever stopped, ever barred. Mas any Meadmaster said lio?

I don't think so.

I'm interegsted in the traditional zap that occurs. They leave

Jo

school, people that bave been very good st schepl drop it.

Tell me vhere do they zo? One of the answers is

2t they come

here. To play netball.,
Yes we do have o netball evening cless, its...uell ve're breaking
the ties down. Ye have had to vwork at it I think., I think there's
a Jjunior netbgll but I am not responsible For the netball it's an
-
L

a junior netball class

-
w

, & part—time lecturer. And there
and what's called Senior Yetball. I think the Jjunior netball class
now doeg involve some people from school., Similarly ot the
athletics, We've brought youns athletes in znd we've also brousht
young people in for table tennis and judo., But we are only just

beginnine to bring them in,

You suggest to me that there is = kind of barrier somevhere belveen

schools and yourselves, which ought not to exist snd you yourseld

have convinced me_just in the menner in yhich you talk aboubt 1%

that you would like to see those barriers broken down. You vould

like to see a much more free link with all the schools end you

feel g bit isolated at the moment. 'here are the barriers?

think on the whole, we zren't involved in whet is zoinz on in

the zchools. Schools have gnorts days. Ve hear by the zrapevine



that the school track meetling, T nsen with nme being o member of

Shew Lane Harriers I hesr it, T never set informed through the

(':

schoels systen thet the town trisis zre belng held sey on such
and such. Or that there 1s o swimming trisls on and that sort, ..

I mean we don't hear that hecousSeCeos.

That's 2 communication oroblem isn't it?

Tes, Well of course we don't heove sy stulents who wre eliyidle
hecouge rostly it involves oupils or students under the of lo.
If there was somehodv under the nos of 16 Hhew are not alloved

, BEEDAEAAS L NED o

here I take it,

No, .iulthough there ore link courses now Jor 'n' level subjects

and perhicps '0' level subjects that can't be taught in schools
Just because they haven't zot the teaching steff. 4iden do that

sort of thing. And there again we take...although T think this
has been stopped again, mentally handicapped children come in for

sport here. And they =re under 15 to link with

School in Laithes.,

There is e gap between school and en important centre of recreation

end sport in town. Vould you put it down to & neutrality smoncst the

or almost s hostility?

~ht be hostility bub there

You will have o general impression of the schocls in Hucklebrough

as far as their P,F. is concerned. Are you critical of it¥

Yes I think so,

Beccuse yvou will be used as g sounding board here and you'll get

hits of information thet would be denied to anybody else I would think,

T+'s difficult,



o stop you snswering,

welre

sing you said ot school, rigsht P.E, is voluntary afier the third

joge)]
vear _? _Yould you be horrified by that?

But it might mean that they would then have =2 different atbttitude

to it vhen they came here, Vou see, one of the things that's

hapvening, women in perticuler...,.They serve up the eternal

netball, hockey and they've been doing netbsll and hockey since

fee

chey were eight but doing it in Jrd, Ath and 5th year again.

¥y

Then they switch to an options system which is wet. Tt's 2 matler

of giving out the toys or battling with the pirls to get them

(\1

changed so they spend holf the lesson arpguing with the irls, not

actually getbing eny results cnd it might be bebbter to suy wz;U

look P,E. we'll only __gi‘v_e__;gq o oszroundine progremme in the first
5 vesrs ond then if vou want to ‘92,1 out, push o”“"_ﬁ‘l‘:e_g LOrD G
those wio like it. ow it mey be that you would get & bolber
atmogrhere, more pecple wanting to do F.ii, if it were cenied then,
T othink you wi bt lose more tron ou keen,
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Yes, I think so. Because after alli, do they really know their

own ninds at 1 or 15 years old.
My snswer is no they don't.
That's my view.

There is & sense in which they never know their own minds.

It's only later that they might regret the fact that they didn't
keep it golng. Because they might go along to a Badminton Club and
think 'TI could have kept that going at school' or table tennis or
foothall or anything like that,

| ~ 2 . . =
It's worth pursuing this one, Thinking well

h:
= Piy-asaw - — el Bl

.

improvements be? Let's be positive about it 1f'you ould sort of

faeior Rt

help me think some of thosqvthings out, There are differences in

outlook between yourself and F,5. Is there a biz clash?

o not really. We have our own views but on the whole it doesn't
interfere with the job that we do. Ve each go owr own way I suppose
you could say. Which I realise that probably in a school situation

verhaps T wouldn't be being falrly new to the teaching profession.

Insofar as F.S., is responsible for Physical Recreation do you get

any help or criticism?

No. I mean thaet he doesn't come in and watch me teach, if you

know vhat I mean.

Is he paid more than you. TIs he on a different scale?

Yes.
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So he's paid to be responsible?

I'm not sure. He's got responsibility For vhet's czlled the

. . N

Students! Aszociation. Which ieg the

and that sort of thing. But that 1s only relatively recent

within the last year I think,

You will be paid more than if you were in g school?

i S arppmen ] - U, N o~ | I wmomae B an ww W T P R ]
And you have to work a number of hours, you're on the P.l. scales?
: 0. UM LS PI UG Ledie 5C; A3

Yes. 21 hours of teaching time, and 9 howrs departmental duties.

Plus overtime for some of the evening classes.

I think so.

It doesn't cause 2 lot of consternation and dissatisfaction in your

own mind?

Moo, If T work nights its because I want to. And teaching subjects
that I enjoy and you get a good class response.

Yes. You still haven't told me what the differences are between

you and F,

Oh T would think perhaps in our teaching spproach,.

The way that you set up reletions between pupils and yoursglf?

Yes. I think thet's basically tie fact that mele and female approaches

t0 PoBosaccocas

Describe what you think your approach is.
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That P.E. is fun. You can enjoy it, but if you sit back and say

I don't want to do it, you don't realise you're missing out.

o+

Whereas if vou give 1t = try, it isn't as bad as all that.

So_there is a sense in which thig is the whole of your job isn't it?

Yes,

Being o prop to people who moybe..soo.

T mean I am not so blind not to rea
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compulsory subject. But with general persuasion they join in and
I think they get something out of it

the subject.

for all perhaps they don't like

What do you look forward to most in the week? What is the most

exciting part of vour job?

Well T suppose, there ggain its a different situation, 1s that

the club night for Badminton is enjoysble,

That's_when you aere actually doing sore teaching?

There is some teaching, yes. But ite a club as well, it's got a

club atmosphere and & bit of socialising.

This takes place heref?

-t

Yes. I think although T don't join in, the socialisation goes on
after the club has finished. They go along to the pub for a drink

or something,

And you Jjoin in?

Mo T don't go with thembecause by 9.30 at night I'm feeling pretty

tired and ready ror a decent meal T think.
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Which is your longest day?

Tle@nesdays, till 9.30, I stort at 3 o'clock, althous lost yeer
I went right through from 9 till 2.30 ot night., My longest day isg,
in fact, a Monday - 9.00 to 7.30 p.m.

You must have been on your knees.

Yes, Jjust about, although I did have some free time in the middle
of the day. But I was still in college to answer any queries,

answer the telephone and that sort of thing.

When did you last cry about your job?

I haven't yet.

It has never got you dow: to that extent?

No.

Tou are in a marvellous_job then aren't you? You wouldn't swap it for

anybthine would you?

No not at the moment. I realise that I'm in s pretty lucky situation.
When I was on T.P. yes, it did get me down on occasions through sheer
frustration., But on the wheole....I think I've changed my attitude
because I've had to. I realise that you've got to be more tolerant

of people who don't like P.E., Vhereas in a school situation,
particularly when you're working under a head of dept. you have

to force people. And sometinmes force isn't as good as general
pursuasion. I think you get more out of them if it is general

pursuasion, in the right direction.



On compulsion in P.E. When I first started I thought everybody
should be made to do P.E. Mainly becguse I had enjoyed it and

I thought everybody else should. But after teaching here for

two years I don't think it should be. I think it should dbe
compulsory up to the fifth year, but bringing in a choice of
subjects in the fifth year. Fowrth gnd fifth years should do

P.E. but beginning with a choice in the fifth year. Obviously
this will depend on the number of pupils you've got and on

the facilities you've got. Sixth form I don't think should be
compulsary because....They come back into the sixth form voluntary
anyway and they can do the subjects they want to do for 'A' levelsS.ees
and after being made to do P.E. for five years some of them do not
wish to do it any more and I think that they should be given a

choice.,

Suppose you have a pupil in the fifth form who is intensely resentful

of having to do P.E.....any form of P.E, do you think it is worth the
gtruggle with that person?

Well one time I did. I used to think you should bother, you should
care about them all., But you also have to think that while you are
struggling with this one,; what are the rest of the class doing?
You know, have you got them sarted out and well occupied....in which
case you are not teaching them they are just doing something., Or do
you just leave this one alone....l don't know,...They don't like
maths and they don't like English, but they have to do it. Now with
some of them I get to the stage when I think "so long as they are
in the lesson. Then that's alright with me." Because they are not
running round the school doing something that they shouldn't be
doing. And I know where you are and I know you are here where you
sre supposed to besos.cand I just concentrate on those who just
want to do it., You get this problem of course with P.E. kit. Those
who don't bring kit hope that they won't have to do it. It's
difficult reallyknowing what to do with them. I don't know if there

is a right snswer or a wrong answer. We have some in our fourth
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We have some in our fourth year who don't like it., The fourth
year High School....there's 90 of them all together in the
sports hall...and I don't blame them if they don't want to do
it. I mean I don't think I would be particularly bothered

ebout doing it. The ex=-Sherburn Rosd girls get a double lesson
and a single lesson. They are not too bad now. They are getting
better. They are prepared to do it but they don't particulerly
like changing. But they are prepared to do something.

What_is it about changing that bothers them?

They don't like shart skirts. They think it's stupid wearing short
skirts. That's one thing they don't like. They don't see the point

of having to get changed. Some of them are not used to getting changed.
Especially those who have come from secondary modern school., Because
they never had to before. They don't see why they have to now.

Do you have difficulty with the first and second years?

Not really. You sometimes get it with some of the remedial children
mainly through the home background where they can't affard it and
they haven't got any but they are usually quite prepared if you give
them a 'T' shirt,..they will change. One girl came to me one lesson.
I said'where is your T-shirt?" She said, "I haven't got it." She
came from a good home and in one of the top streams....."My mother
said I have not to wear it today"..... "Why not?"....."Because I've
got a cold." T had to explain that the cold would get worse if

she got sweaty and she left it on you know.....But it is difficult
when you are against backing like this...."My mother says that I

can't do it." That's itt.....

Do _you think the resistance to changing will diminish over_ the years?

I think so. I don't think we will have the same problem with the
first years....l don't know some of the second years that we've got
don't always bring their P.E. kit. It should do. It shouldn’t be as
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bad as it progresses.

What choice do they get at what age here?

They don't really get a choice until the fourth year. Then the
High School are all in the sports hall. So they get a choice of
sportshall facilities...which can include basketball, volleyball,
table tennis, trampolining, badminton, (which isn't on a badminton
court....it's just hitting a shuttle from one person to another.)

And that's in the fourth year?

Yes.

Are you satisfied that this is productive ~ educationally?

No.

What do you think is the solution? More choice or less choice?

I don't think the choice has anything to do with it. I think the
solution is the numbers....l mean we have 90 odd children far three
staff....80 that's alright? But they are altogether at the same
time. It would be so much better if each class had a P.E. lesson
at a different time. So that you have 30 in the sports hall so
that you could get round them where you could play a proper game

of bedminton. They could be coached in trampoline...play a proper
game of bagketball and volleyball.,

At the moment you are simply distributors of equipment....giving
out table tennis bats and ball, organising a number of activities...

You are just sportshall manegersccc..

Yes., That's all it is. I mean it's alright for a time. I don't

have to think what to do. It's great. But there's no satisfaction
really....If you think what have I taught and what have they been
doing. They've done virtually nothing. There's no teaching really,
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Perheps there's a little coaching on the way. Perhaps they do
like it because it is the only lesson they do get which isn't

an examingtion subject,

How many do you think will continue to play a sport for recreation -

Jjust for fun?

I don't know. That's difficult because I didn't teach the fifth
year this year. I think 30% eventually. Even if it's hiking

over the moars,

Do you = the school = make any attempt to make this easy for them?
Giving telephone numbers.....addresses of clubs or this is what it

will cost you.

No.

Do you think it would be a waste of time?

No not really. I think perhaps you could put somewhere....

it might get vandalised, ripped up or moved....a notice worth
saying interests....and perhaps listing a load of interests with
telephone numbers addresses where they can get in touch if they
want, We have with athletics recommended that they go down to
B. Harriers to train, if they are interested. A lot of them join
youth clubs anyway and they have their facilities there anyway.

Have you any knowledge of these youth clubs,.,how they work?

Well there's a youth club run on this site here which used the

sports hall and the swimming pool and field area and they can come

and do what they want.... there are qualified P.E. staff in the

areas. They also have discos and things like this...just sit an talk,...

coffee bar,

Have you ever been in to one?




Not this one, no.

You don't do any teaching in thig Youth Club?

No. I have a gym class on a Thursday night in Easingley.

How did you get involved in that?

We had a member of staff who left....he got a job there. And he
knew that I was looking for a job in the evening. And he rang
me up and said the gym teacher was leaving and was I interested?
So I got it that way. There's about 30 of them there.

Do you enjoy it?

Yes. It's different. It's exhausting. I don't know how junior
school teachers manage really. Because they are only 8 and 9 year
olds. An hour and a half of that and its enough. I mean ours

are bad enough with Miss, Miss do this but...they're even worse.

You see you have to see everybody at omce...at the same time.

Where are the frustrations....the obstacles to your doing the best
Jjob that you could do?

Lack of time, split site, lack of lessons. Lack of interest at the top...
in the P.E. that is going on, especially on the girls side.

When you say at the top, who are you meaning specifically?

This is confidential isn't it?

Absolutely

The boss. The headmaster mainly,

ggested that he is interested in rugby only
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Is he diginterested in the girls' P.E,

Well virtually you 'mind' the girls. That's his outlook. You look
af'ter them.

Is he interested in you as a member of his team? Has he ever

invited you in and said, "Sit down Elaine, how are you getting on?
Is there any problemg?"

Well.,..On something totally different we....when staff are away,
obviously you have to supervise foar them and we were objecting
because we didn't see why we shouldn't £ill in for ourselves and

also fill in for other members of staff. Anyway it ended up by our
having a meeting with the headmaster. And he said, "If you don't like
it you know what you can do, you can leave."

It sounds like a hostile meeting?

We didn't get anywhere. Feir enough I have nine free periods but
that's not my fault. I mean I was as surprised as anybody else when
I got 9. And he said, "You can't really complain because you have
a lot of free periods". I thought "well that's your fault not
mine, you did the timetable." But his attitude....We run the girls
side....We invited him over to a gym competition, but he didn't
attend. But Miss 'X' the Associate Headmistress attended and she
has always been interested in what was going on. Last year some
boys didn't tuwrn up for the athletics and we got no backing from
him, He's not bothered. He's rugby med. He was furious....because
the second years as a whole are not very good at anything. You can
get one netball team or....if you try to get two they are virtually
useless you can get a swimming team just about. You can get a
reasonable athletics team but they are not very good...and he
couldn't get a 2nd. year rugby team and he very nearly went
frantic. He had all the second year boys behind and said, "You
know there is a tradition of rugby in this school..." which I
think is the wrong thing to say anyway. It is now Bamburgh Comp-
rehensive School and it hasn't got any traditions. When our school
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went comprehensive it was drummed into us that it was no longer
a grammar school it was comprehensive....If it had been football,
he would not have bothered. I have nothing against rugby or
anything against football. I think the boys should choose and

I think they should be taught both. There is just a lack of
interest in anything else. So long as they are 'minded' he is

not bothered.

The facilities, apart from being on a spit site, seem to me to
be very good,

They are very goocd. We have a pool, a sportshall, a gym, a lot

of field area. We get a problem though when it rains. We tend to

have half a year at a time (60 boys and 60 girls). One week we

have the boys in the pool and the next week the girls. You've got the
sportshall but whilst the games form is timetabled another year may
be timetabled far the sportshall....so that's out. Then you've got

a gym, which unless you do dancing, you cannot put the boys and

girls together really. We sometimes have to accommodate 90 third
years in the gym. And it's not a very big gym. You are very
limited....8ay in volleyball two teams sitting out.oc..

How often do you get 90 in there then?

As often as it rains on Gemes periods,...virtually., If it's a bad
winter,..that's just it.

And does the head know of these difficulties?

Oh yes. But you see we are on a thirty five period timetable and

I think that we should be on morec....less time per period. I mean
if you only get a double and a single, and you've lost a double
that week virtually through team gameso.....then I think we should
get more P.E.....But all the other (teachers) want more maths or
english ete. for '0' levels and the rest,....And P.E. is not
important anyway.....S30 long as they get their rugby, its alright,
It's difficult really,
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Does that knock the heart out of you?

You either take it to heart and you get depressed....or you do the

best you can with what you have got....with the girls....

50 you've come g little detached and a little isolated from the

main stream?

Yes. You do actually. It's the same if anybody is away, like last
week, we had inter house activities....each yeszr has a date and

we did rounders, or cricket, swimming and athletics. Which meant

that 211 P,E. staff plus two others who were helping were out....

so somebody had to take out lessons. And there's not always
somebody put down to take P.E. lessons....'cos they think 60 is
virtually the same as 30 seco..you know it doesn't matter to them....
Just give them two lots of balls....just chuck it to them and say
get on with it., OCr just ignore if they are on the field anyway.

So You've got marvellous facilities but you do not get enough time
with them, it's badly timetabled and the split site and in fact you

get certain times when it is raining when you are over subscribed...

you get too many bodies for too few teachers and too few facilities,

And there are moments in time when the facilities ere just not used.

That's it. Sherburn Road juniors is not used as it should be. The
swimning pool is used all the time, as you can see by the timetable...
The sportshall, is usually, but Sherburn Road Juniors isn't used all

the time.

Where do you get your particular satisfaction? When do you finish
at _the end of a day and say "that has been a good day"?

It's funny really, it depends.... Sometimes if you succeed with one
child I get a satisfaction. Like last week I had had a girl... she

ie in her third year....like a boy...she was suspended for eight weeks
for doing somethinge.....l forget now what it was for....and I had her
out for rounders and she threw a ball in from quite a way out and it
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was a good throw...s0 I thought she might be good at athleticseees

s0 I gave her a javelin the next time I had her, and she threw it
further than anybody else.....no technique, no nothing...¥e had

a bit of & fight to get her on to the team because she wasn't a

nice girl...Anyway she took part. She won the North East Finsls

for Hucklebrough. And since then she has changed. Well she has in
P.E. lessons anyway. She is willing. She is quite helpful....she
will have a go at anything. I'm not suwre what she is like in anybody
else's lessons....l think at times they will be glad to get rid of her.
But I know in P.E, she's alright now. I think she realises that she
has succeeded in that and through that she is succeeding with other
parts of athletics....She is still like a boy you know but,...she
doesn't know when to shut up...She's got success (enthusiastically

spoken) ,

Tell me about the school teams,...slre they easy to run or are they
gifficult to recruit?

Difficult because they are on a split site....If you want to get
hold of them quickly, it's murder. You run round like an idiot

or give somebody a piece of paper and let them run round like an
idiotss..Some of them have the attitude you know, "Can't be bothered
to turn out far practices"esees."I'1l not come".....Anyway we manage
to get a school team out for the sake of entering it. Because I
think we should dOe....whether they can win it or not. We entered
the gym (competition) for the first time for umpteen years last
year. And it did help us.....The kids enjoyed it really. This

year we entered again and we were only about 1.5 points behind in

the floor work,

Do you think there is too much competition in the town?

Yes. I think it gets 'bitchy'.o..It's not sport.....It's terrible
really. We played a netball match against this one school,....the
juniors...and I told mine that if they argue with the umpire they
never play again with me,..for that year that's it...they are just
out. I chucked two out but I got two more in., No argument. But

we plsy another school and the teacher said "this is not my team,..
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it is somebody else’s team". But she says this for every team she
takes...l meaNo....it doesn't make any difference, I say if you play
to win....to me if the kids enjoy it, then that's it. That's all that
matters really. If they win, then it's great. But you have to be able

to lose. Anyone can win...but not everybody can lose,

Would you have said that two years sgo? That enjoyment is the only
thing that matters?

Yes, actually I would, yes. Because I had an argument with Judith,

(a student colleague) about that, she said, "you play to win" and I

said "you play to enjoy it'. Obviously you play to win as well.,...
that's at the back of your mind. If you don't enjoy it there's not

much point in taking part. That's why a lot of our very good ones

don't take part because they don't enjoy it....which is very frustrating

for us and very annoying. But there's nothing you can do.

End of Recording,

No Follow=-up Comments
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When I came four years ago I knew that this school was in an

unhappy state; it was unbalanced. There was a lot of friction
and I felt that perhaps it was early yesrs. I put it down partly

to _the Headmaster end partly to the Head of Department and I

ught well it wasn't an integrated departuwent at all it was

split wide open. Has it changed? All that I'm interested in is

your view of things.

Are you talking about from the P.E. side or the school side?

The P.E. side

I don't think the situation has changed as far as the Headmaster's
concerned. He is still very much rugby biased. He doesn't show a

lot of interest in what the girls are doing, I mean if you tell

him then he'll take note and listen but if he's watching a rugby
match and there's a netball match going on at the pavilion he won't
wander 200 yards across the field to have a look, even for 5 minutes.
I wouldn't care if he didn't come for long, but just to show his
face and show he's interested would be nice for the kids and I think
even the children realise this now, the children normally at one
time wouldn't have said anything, have said to me, but even the

nicest children mention it.

That's much the same as it was then?

Oh yes, but they seem to be commenting on it, the one's that I have
do anyway. But he just isn't interested.

What ways have you changed in the meantime? Because you have done

2 years teaching, You are in your seventh year now and you must
have changed a lot in that time.

Oh I think so, yes.

Is it possible to reflect that on the ways that you've changed?
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I think I've come to realise that there's not a lot you can do
about it yourself, to change the top either what the Head of
Department himself does and you either accept it and do your
best and your bit. If you're not going to accept it the only
thing you can do is get out, even if it means getting out of
teaching altogether for the time being till you find something
else. To me it's totally pointless to say, "Oh this is wrong
and that's wrong, you should do this and somebody should do
that," and grouse about it because you're not going to get
anywhere, you're not achieving anything.

You've tried have you? Have you tried to get through to the Head?

We've tried, yes. I mean I haven't personally been to see him
because I don't think it's my job.

The whole department had a go at him last time and they were told

mare ar less, "if you don't like it, gol"

Yes, that's right.

Have you had a try influencing say Clive James?

Personally I think he's getting better in a lot of ways. At one
time he wasn't chatty at all, even if you said good morning to
him you never got any response whereas now I feel that you can
have a conversation with him, not necessarily on P.E. but on
something else. He just moved house so we had a conversation
about that. He seems to be slowly getting better, a lot of things
obviously it's going to take time, I mean he's been doing the job

now for 4 years and you suddenly cannot change four years in 2

dayso

One of the thir

as 8 team and some are not even try

gs that I found is that some departments try to work
ge Tell me if I'm wrong,

I get the feeling that this department isn't even trying to wark as

g department. But I could be wrong. How often do they meet = the

whole department together?
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Well we meet when you have to meet or when you're supposed to
meet, like the beginning of the winter term when you come back

to school and you have however long it needs far a staff meeting. (1)

What happens at those staff meetings? A P.E. staff meeting?

You usually sort of discuss about the timetable, and who is having
what and for how long and this sort of thing. A lot of it is about
facilities. Who is having what for practices, and again a lot of
this in a way is bad because the rugby have had a Tuesday night
since the year dot therefore they have to have a Tuesday night.
Despite the fact that other schools might have netball say on a
Tuesday night, that's totally irrelevant. So practices are
discussed and it mainly goes on what happened the last year, that
sort of thing. They did change one thing, we used to have the system
where the girls went in the pool one week and the boys the next
week and Head of Department decided to do it half termly. Which at
the beginning I must admit I wasn't so keen on because I thought
they would miss out on the swimming side, you know, not going in
for half a term. Looking back on it I think it is better because
you get a block of it. (2)

Has there ever been g meeting in your time when you've discussed

what _you're trying to do as & team? As a whole., What you're
trying to do in the first year and what....and how the second

year depends on the first year and what you're doing in the
third and fourth years. Policy of that sort. It's just left to

every individual to survive.

Oh yes virtually, yes. You see I think that,in a way, stems from

the top, what one's trying to achieve. To me the Headmaster seems

to be trying to achieve to get as many children as he can do to

get to University. He likes to get a lot of children either to
Oxford or Cambridge. And although the tutorial in the C.S.E. groups
produce a lot of good results and do get good jobs actually a lot of
them, and they are helped to get jobs which of course in todays day
isn't that easy. And yet he doesn't seem to mention that he just
glosses over the fact, you know, that they've got jobs or they've
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done well in their exams. So there's nothing all the way from
the school as to what you're trying to achieve, you know, anybody,
and I think it must reflect on the departments as well.

Whilst vou're saying that, I'm thinkine, now I remember Elaine Rose

as a sort of lively critical mind, an intelligent mind, how have
you sort of stood it here when you know that your ideas are not

welcome? You weren't a cabbage were you? You aren't a placid person.

Oh no, no. I've probably got that way, I don't know.

Well meybe this is one of the changes you've made, You don't look

at _something and not mgke an opinion on it. You have strong opinions,

I have yes. I think to me it gives me a great deal of satisfaction
to have the school teams do well. In this town it's the policy of
schools who have won the league to have their photo in the paper,
The girls always look smart because we have, over the years, raised
money for team kit and we look after it. We can do it even without
his support from the top, though it would be nice to see he cared

and was interested.

It might be a change from four years ago because I can remember you
saying what mattered was that they enjoyed it rather than.......

I think they should enjoy it as well. To me I don't want them if
they are not going to enjoy it. You see I don't believe in saying
to a child, "you're a good player, come to the Netball practices,"
and they say, "I don't want to come," and I say, "well you've got
to, I want you." At one time I might have tried to pursuade them
but not any more. I think if they don't enjoy it it's pointless
because they are just not going to turn up or they are not going to
do their best. I'd rather have seven who are willing and perhaps

not so capable than 6 who just don't want to come.

Where do you get the professional satisfaction from?
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That depends I think. I get a lot of satisfaction out of doing the
school teams and a lot of satisfaction sometimes out of the less
able ones, intelligent wise, when they enjoy a lesson because a

lot of them don't like to admit that they like school anyway and
they certainly don't like to admit that they like your lessons,

you know it's considered below them, you're not supposed to go up
to a teacher and say that you liked it. And for them to get excited

in a lesson, a team game, that gives a lot of satisfaction.,

So you're getting more fun out of teaching..,or working with your
teams than you are in the curriculum time?

No, I wouldn't say that. I think it's more relaxed with your
teams, it depends on the lesson I mean there's some lessons

where you go in and you know you're going to have a battle.

You know you are going to have a battle from the word go. But
there's a lot of them, especially when you actually know the
children and they realise what you want, are very enjoyable.

You can achieve a lot so long as you set your standards realistic-

ally °

Are you as conscientious as you were four years ago?

In any way. Generglly do you regard yourself as a conscientious

teacher?
I think so, on the whole, yes.

Convince me that vou're a conscientious teacher. How would I know

that?

I'm concerned about them, interested in what they're doing,
interested in the child, I'm prepared to listen which sometimes
isn't the proper thing, but they should see that you're interested
in them and can talk to them as well, I think you've got to show
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them what standards you accept and won't accept, which is even
better, and that you won't go back on them. I think that one
week you'll accept something then the next week you say you're
not going to accept the same standard, you know, where'll you
accept less than you did the week before. Then they don't know
where they are, and I think that's bad. And that's when they
play you up. To test you.

Are_you tighter on discipline now than you were or have you relaxed

more? Where do you stand now?

I think I'm tighter at the beginning then I wes, you know when you
first have them, the first few days, the first few weeks, depending
on the class, you know, I mean I still have one class which I'm very
bight on because I feel that if I let up one inch then they're just
going to take a mile. But some classes obviously, you know, you
can explain to them what you accept and that's it. They understand
that, the others don't. I think you get that as well with knowing
them, with being here for 6 years. There's only really the first
years you've got to know from the beginning,

You've seen a number of generations rig

ht through

Oh yes.

Looking back on those years that have left, you've seen them come
through the school and they've gone., What has P.E. actually done
far them? Rather than what we would like to think it should have

done?

I think with some kids it's put them off totally.

So_you think there are a number of kids where the very processes
has really made them hosgtile?

Oh yeso



About what proportion?

I wouldn't like to say actually, If I think of those who were
willing to play a game or to join in at school and they do something
now, you know take part in a Badminton club ar go to a youth club

or whatever then I think it's quite a high proportion who don't do
anything when they leave school. Maybe they just pack up for a few
yvears then they do something. It could be lack of facilities in the
town,

Becauge in most schools in the beginning of the third sometimes

g lot in the fourth it's just a bgttle that's goine on. Is that
true of Bamburgh?

It depends what you offer them actually, in a way. I have the
fourth year tutorials, the lower end of the school fourth year,
there's three classes and I have them together. (3) When they
are all here there's 28, they are never all here, there is a very
high absence; obviously not, well not obviously but......

There's a good deal of truancy in the school?

Yes. (4) For the games lesson we start off at the pavilion outside,
then it got too cold. Because I don't see the point in trying to
pursuade these children who don't come properly gttired for the
lesson, and who never will, (no spare socks or jumpers to go

outside in the cold) we go into the sports hall and we play a

team game of volleyball which they enjoy, they don't bring their
kit, but that's no problem because they just borrow and they come

prepared to borrow.

But then they participate in something like volleyball?

Oh yes, they enjoy that. They enjoy doing volleyball and it does them
a lot of good actually far a team game because I let them pick the
teams and they learn to pick as well those who are good, but not
necessarily their friends.
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And they'll allow you to coach them. They'll allow you to

interrupt the game and teach them?

To a certain extent yes. They like also to organise themselves.
They want to play, they don't really like practices, mind you
that's also a handicap, we haven't got the volleyballs to do
the practices with,

Why is that?

Probably because we haven't done a lot of volleyball in the school.
The class size here for games, which we get to do volleybell with
you have got to have the whole of the sports hall virtually, a big
area, for the number of kids that we've got which is virtuelly an
impossibility because there will also be boys inside.

I can't see why any school shouldn't have minimally a dozen volleyballs.

Yes, but you only need the volleyballs if you are going to do volleyball,
There's not much point buying volleyballs if nobody's doing volleyball.

Are you the only one doing volleyball?

No James does volleyball now. Sometimes they play a game of volleyball
and then change the activity. Sometimes one group can only have a
games lesson in a third of the sports hall and you split up and

you have one lot playing volleyball, one lot badminton and one

doing something else.

So there is a shortage of volleyballs. Have you asked Clive - "Can

we have some volleyballs?"

I haven'’t, no. James has. He actually didn't ask Clive at the time.
Clive wasn't there when he asked Robert to get some light plastic
balls, not volleyballs as such. I haven't; no, because I at the
moment with the older children, 1 do volleyball with, prefer to
play a game and do it from that side, the games side. Because they
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like playing a game and they'd like to keep their interest
that way. Obviously the rules are adapted to suit them so
that we can all play. And I've found also that they will do
a lot of coaching and things themselves now, they spread out
and just help other people in their team which is very
commendable for them because at one time some of them wouldn't

you know, wouldn't help anyvbody else.,

Has it improved since four years ago or not much? On the P.E., side?
Overall?

Thinking in terms of what the pupils would do four years ago in

the fourth year and what they do now. Is it the same, has it gone

down, has it lifted?

Basically it's the same in the lesson times because P.E. now as it

was four years ago is virtually done last on the timetable.

Say that azain!

Well when the timetable is done the Heads of Department usually
say, "such and such must have X number of Maths and X number of
lessons of English and whatever," and that's done first, you know
the Maths and the English,

So how many lessons will the first years get in P.E?

All first years get a double and a single. Double games supposedly
and a gingle lesson. Second year, that varies, the top end of the
second year they get a double and a single, the bottom end of the
second year get a double and two singles, the third year, the top
class just get a double, the top two classes I think just get a
double, and the rest get a double and a single and thetutorial get
a double and two singles and so it virtually goes on, the more

intelligence you've got, the less P.E. you get. So in the end in
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the fifth you get half a double lesson,

Do they get P.E., in the fifth year?

Oh yes, half a double lesson, well that's not quite true, if
you do or opt to do Latin you get half a double lesson,

Which they don't turn up for?

Well I'm not on the top fifth year this year at all so I don't
know if they come or not, but last year they didn't. They came
for the second half which was pointless. The fourth years that

I get are the same, they come for the first half,

Have you applied for any jobs in the last four years?

Yes, but not sent them in.

But_you've not actually filled in an application form and really

made a start?

And sent it in; no. I filled a few in as I said, but I didn't send

them in.

Fhy didn't you send them in?

An interesting point actually. When I weighed it up the schools
that I applied for, I wrote off for, were in City and when I
weighed it up I decided that I wanted to stay here for a bit
longer to see what it was like when all the grammar school and
high school had seen their time through. To see if it had changed.

If you could mredict and plan the next six years how would you

work it out? Supposing it went your way.

It's a very difficult question isn't it? If it worked my way then
the children would get more P.E,

I'm thinking of vour career
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I don't know actually., It's a very difficult question. I've
thought about getting out of teaching altogether and doing
something totally different but the job situation as it is
you cannot suddenly.....it would be very difficult to decide.

¥hat kind of things did you momentarily think of moving to?

Running a sort of business on the lines of a restaurant, cafeteria.
That sort of thing. I wouldn't mind doing something just for a year
just for a change but there again you can't sort of say, "I'll do
that for a year then come back to teaching."

Have you applied for secondment at all?

You can't get it in County unless you've been teaching quite
a nmumber of years.

But I should think that you've done that.

No you can't. Alan at Aiden, he got secondment at Leeds but

Paul F. from Fleetwith didn't get it because he hadn't been
teaching enough years and I certainly haven't been teaching as
long as either of them. It's very difficult in L.E.A. to get
secondment. But again you seem to get secondment you've got to
do something with education. I mean you can't decide well I want
to wark in industry for a year, they won't give you secondment
for that. Or something totally different, alien to education,

You'd quite like to run g little business our own?

Oh yes, it wouldn't be a bad idea, you know, well obviously I've
thought of it but finencislly at the moment it's impossible,

Would you stay in the North East?

Oh yes.
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Becauge you're reslly from N.W. aren't you?

Yes. I won't go back there.

I quite like City myself, but I was thinking, six years in one

place, you really ought to, from a career point of view, you could
so easily get stale here,

You could yes. That's true.

And I doubt whether you'll reach your potential peak of professional
development here,

Maybe not.

You're not very bothered are you?

To be perfectly honest, no, There's quite a few perks actually to
the job, if you care to sort of diagnose it all carefully,

Tell me some of them

Well far instance, the girls are virtually split from the boys
anyway, I mean at the pavilion, we've got our own facilities

up there. In a way it's two departments. You can go to games,

or say athletics which is a prime example, and you can decide,
we're going to do the high jump or we're going to do the long
Jump and there's no clash with the boys; nobody turns round and
says, "we're doing that." Whereas in most schools they've either

got the one long jump or one high jubMPeococcss

Do the girls have their own facilities then?

Oh yes, up there they have. You see it used to be the branch of
the High School whereas the boys was from the Grammar School so
it's two entirely separate schools. So you've got that, then

there's.....much as one must criticise Clive the way he's running
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the department at least he lets you get on with it, he doesn't turn
round and sart of say, as one member of staff does in the town, that
virtually say that what you've learnt at college is not necessary

because "here's your lesson plan, here's what you will teach."

Somebody's done that in P,E. in another school?

Oh yes.

Which school is that?

Aiden. You were told what you were teaching, you know, you were

told what you were going to do. Ill-mannered to a certain extent,
which to me is bad because you've got your own ideas as well and
you have been to college as well. I mean alright, you have a

scheme of work, I mean you must cover this and this. And there again
a lot of schemes of work you cannot get through because you haven't
got the right equipment, or behaviour of the children impedes

progress.

Clive doesn't give you a scheme of work?

No. You see I'd rather.....if the class don't behave then to me
they don't get out apparatus, you know, and they will sit and

they will do floor work, if necessary for the whole of the six
weeks bute....until they do behave. 8So in that respect you're

left very much on your own as a girls department which is nice.
Again it's handy here with it being a split site, as long as you've
checked that you haven't lost your free period you can just go

down town and do your shopping.

Do vou get many free periods?

I get four.

Which is probably more than a number of people do in different

schools in the town.



Polili/ 1

It's about average for here.

If vou had to move to another school in the town which school

would you choose? Supposing this was to suddenly close down,

there will be a closure of some secondery schools in the fore=

secable future and suppose they said, "which of the schools would

you go to,"what I mean is, rank the physical education departments

which you would find acceptable,

I wouldn't go to Aiden. I think I would go to Dovedale or Callaly.

What is so attractive about them?

Taking the department as it is at the moment it seems, looking at
the female side of it seems a happy department, the women get on

well together, they get on well with the children; emeccoc.s

How do you know that?

I've been there during the day, either to drop messages off to
the staff or just calling into the gym, you get the impression

that there's a nice relationship.

And you say the same about Callaly?

I think so, yes. I mean Callaly has a lot of problems because of
the area where the children come from but there again they don't
have the problem of the Head being only interested in the bright
children, everybody does the same whether they're stupid or bright,
because they've never had the top class high flyers that we've had.
You know they've never had anybody to push for Oxford, that sart of
thing,

And Fleetwith doesn't appeal?

Not really, no., The lack of facilities there, I think one is slightly



F 44/15

spoilt in Hucklebrough with facilities, compared to what I had
at school, we thought we were IT because we had two gyms. but
they've just got a sports hall and a hall and they haven't got

a gyhe

And I think they'll feel the pinch there.

Oh yes I think they do.

Because you've got quite a lot of facilities then., You've got a

sports hall, a swimming pool then you've got additionally many

more playing fields.

We have about the best playing fields in the town actually.

Is there a Dance Studio anywhere that you use?

No, If you want to do Dance, and I don't, you have to use the gym.

Now you spoke with some warmth and envy of the happy relations
_Q_i: Doveaaleo o000

Well I compared them to other schools, you were saying which school
do you want to go to. I mean I know at Fleetwith they don't all get
onn all that well, Gargrave of course, they've got a lot of changes
at the moment. You know they are changing around so it's difficult
to say and the girl who has just left, they didn't get on very well
with her. Eltermere again they have problems there, I think that's
settling down somewhat a the moment,

You get to know a fair amount of the other schools.

Yes you do actually. Well I mean you would do anyway because, well
sports fixtures and meetings and talking to staff whose wife's

husband teach at other schools.

What happened to Sue Bond?
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She 18 now in Switzerland. She left here and she went to teach
first in Darton then Switzerland.

She didn't leave here voluntarily?

No. She was asked to leave.

Por what reason?

For having an affair with a sixth farm boy,

So she was involved with a sixth form boy?

Well at least she was caught with one, let's put it that way. She
was involved with one. There were several but she was cavglt having

an affair with one.

And she was given the boot?

Not officially, no. She was asked to leave,

What was it 1ike? T felt sure that that was what happened, 1'd been

told that was ppened and I thought well if T got this information
from you then living here at that time in that atmosphere, how did that
effect you?

£

It was difficult with the children actually. I mean I knew what she

was like before she came here, To me, who you sleep with is entirely
your affair, until it gets to sleeping with children of the school,
Despite the fact that we had a discussion once about that, I think
there had been a court cas€ss.c...it was the other way round actually,
the man with the girl;, and we got talking and said you couldn't do it
the other way round and she said,; Oh you can." And we said; "well our
Headmaster wouldn't like it." She wasn't having any and that was that.
So I mean I knew what she was like anyway and I was never very friendly
with her anyway. The children didn't like her very much,

Who was here first, you or Sue?

I was
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You were here first and then she came on afterwards, a year afterwards?

She's two years younger than I am so it'll be about 2 years.

So that would be a very unhappy time, when she arrived here,

It was difficult. It was a difficult time,

Because she had been here about a year,

Tou've got to, obviously not show your feelings to the children
and obviously squash them when they start talking and we had it

afterwards for about a year,

Did it make a scene in the town or was it suppressed?

I think most people in the town knew. The press came up. Somebody
rang them up, I don't know who, and said something, but it was

squashed so it never got into the press.

And then she moved to Thornaby I think. Did you lose contact with

her altogether or does she repeat the same mistake?

Oh well not with the children. I mean she was still sleeping around
with everybody but whether she was with the children I don't know.
I mean she went out with one of the basketball players, I mean you
hear things but, we used to see her at Athletic meetings that was

about it, the only time we ever saw her was at the County Athletics,

But it must have been very difficult teaching at the time,

It was.

How did it affect the relationship between the teachers and the pupils?

Well, T don't think in that way they thought everybody was like that,
I don't think the children thought everybody was like that but they
liked to tell us what they thought of her,
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And did they express this in no uncertain terms?

Oh yes. They express everything in no uncertein terms.

What kind of things did they say?

They didn't like her. This was the girls, the boys kept quiet.

The boys, I don't think anyway tend to talk like that as much

as girls do. I mean the girls would do it either for bitchiness

or catiness, They'd have no sense of keeping quiet as the boys
do. The girls didn't like it. She used to wear these loopy
ear-rings and a lot of make up and she used to tell them to clean
theirs off and they didn't like it, not when she was like this and
they told you that in no uncertain terms as well, that they didn't
like it.

Did any parents complain?

Not as far as I know,

Did_the boys parents?

Well the boys parents got to know about it because he told them,
which must have taken a lot of courage to tell them. She rang
him up at home, but I think it was kept pretty quiet. Which it
would do. And a lot of staff didn't really know anyway why she'd
left, they knew she'd gone, and just said, "Oh she's gone to
another school, she's had a transfer) you know. But the ins and
outs weren't made official. Well you don't see g lot of the staff
anyway, for instance you don't see the craft teacher unless they

come up to the staff room or unless you go down to see them.

The Craft Centre is quite separate from the rest of the school is it?

Oh yes. It's the old Secondary school.

So really the old school is where lst, 2nd and 3rd then you've got the
Craft Centre which was the old Modern School and then you've got this

centre which was the old Grammar School and you get 4th, 5th, 6th up here,
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Yes. It's not ideal,
Are you ha in your job now?
On the whole I think so, yes.

You don't give me that impression. You gzive me the impression - well

it's worth the money and there's nothing better to do.

Well there is, I think you've got to weigh it up, I mean obviously

there are days when you wish you weren't here,

When did you last cry about your job? Have you ever cried?

Oh yes, but not about my job. I go home at night and I can farget
about it.

There's nothins that's warried you then. Either a relationship with

a €class Or various PUPils Ol'sescsss

Oh no.

You are able to switch off?

Yes, fortunately. If I couldn't switch off I think I would go mad.

Now that's interesting vou see, what would vou go mad about?

Because I think if you look back on the day, some days anyway, and you
think, "what have I taught?" And you look back and you think God I

haven't taught anything. And that's not just an odd day, that's a lot

of days and I think you could go mad when you think that you're a

teacher, but I suppose if you look back on a week or a....well longer

than a week, a term, you think, "what have I achieved' and you've got to take
it philosophically or otherwise you would go scatty. But then

again you've achieved a lot and the next week with the same class

you*re back to square one.
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This is what prompted the question, at the end of b years these
kids have been to school for 11 years in primary school, secondary
school, they have had P.E. for 11 years and you say, "what the hell
have they learnt?" And your answer was, "in many respects it has

been negative., They've learnt to hate.”" So what have we taught them?

It's a difficult question. A lot of them I think, you've taught
them to get on with other children in a team situation, to learn
to accept that there are people less able than themselves and to,
instead of sort of ridiculing them to treat them with a bit of
respect and hope that they will get better, which is one thing.

I have, not in the same situation......

So you are saying that what they've actually learned, some of them
might have learned something of a social nature, some of them might
have learned a geme, But they have become more tolerant
with one another and more appreciative of some kids that are not very

good.

Yes.

Have they all learned to swim?

I would say by the time they have left school 99% of them will have
learned how to swim.

So you can sort of say, as a result of going to school they have
learned to swim?

Yes. Some of them could swim before they got here, whether they learned
at school or whether they learned privately I don't know.

I'm looking for the improvements that are made to kids here.

Most of them have learned to swim, yes.

I don't think there is much going on. You're complaining about the time.
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A double and a single and I say well show me where the advances are.
The improvements,

Most of them will learn to play hockey. Again you could argue that's
going to help them when they leave school. Most of them will know
how to play netball to an acceptable standard I would say, whether
they will get on a club team or a youth club team is debatable.

How many of them will learn to play Badminton?

Not a lot.

Bagsketball?

Most of the boys will learn to play basketball. Not the girls.

So_really traditionally they are doing the Hockey, they are doing

Netball that one would expect, do they do any Tennis in the summer?

No.

Oh it's athletics isn't it?

Yes and a2 bit of rounders

And thev have learned to swim. Whether they improve one hell of a

lot whilst they're here is debatable, some will and some won't, Do
you meke a lot about awards or anything like that?

I do quite a few awards in the double lessons; in a single lesson
of course you're pushed for time, by the time they get here and get

changed and if they've got to go to a lesson afterwards.

¥hat does gymnastics do for them? Do you do any gymnastics?

I have a gym club, yes,
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You run a gym club?

Yes., Every Friday night +ill about 20 past four.

And that's open to who, first years?

No. Anybody who wants to come, well any girl who wants to come,
it's mainly to do B.A.G.A. Awards, some have done them all.

How many are interested just now?

On an average I should say about 15,

But you can expect 15 to turn up on most nights?

Oh yes. Sometimes there is more sometimes there's less, depending

on the night and how bad the weather is.

Do they do gym in the first year?

Oh yes, they do gym in the first three years, actually that again
depends on when their single lesson's timetabled. If they are
timetabled at the same time, third year and first year classes,
then the first year classes have priority in the gym, so, no they
wondt at all get in the gym,

But you're very much involved in Hockey teams and Netball teams,

I do Netball teams, I don't do Hockey.

Who does Hockey?

Anmn,

What does Heather do?

Netball and Swimming.
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How many nights do you give up to achool activities?

Thet depends, this week I've got one night, there's a match on

one night, the gym club.

That'll be 2 netball night?

That's a netball match, yes. Next week I've got 2 netball matches
and a gym club,

Do you give any lunch hours up?

Oh yes. For netball. I've found if you do gymnastics in a lunch
time you get a lot of children coming who aren't really interested,
who just wamnt to go somewhere, and you cgnnot get on with those who

are interested. You know, to help to coach them.

So you don't do gym in & lunch hour?

No.

How many lunch hours do you give to your netball?

It varies, at the moment it's two. We'll be increasing it next term.

If there's a tournament it's every lunch hour,

What happens in the summer?

They tend to get less actually. Well we do the athletics, I carry on
the netball for one lunchtime.

Do you work less in the lunch hour during the summer?

Yes.

And less evening?

I should think so, yes. Well you've got the athleticsccocss
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Could you do tennis? If you wanted?

We could do yes, if we got a lot more racquets. We are short of

racquets mainly.

I'm surprised at the shortage of equipment here,

Well, it disappears. One year we bought a lot of racquets and we let
the 6th form have the key for the facilities to get the racquets out
and & lot of the racquets have disappeared, a lot of balls as well,
Having so many children on games at once we haven't got enough courts
never mind racquets and bhalls to do tennis with. We concentrate on
athletics, Personally I like watching temmis but I don't know enough

about it or I don't feel that I'm able to coach a team.

Since leaving college how many courses have you been on?

Quite a few netball cowrses, I started a Dance course which fell
through what with the teachers work to rule and what have you. And

g first aid course.

This was golng back to last term?

I think it was last year, it was last year when they had the
caretakers dispute, they were all sort of.....there was a course

on at Darton.

That just folded?

Yes, the first week I couldn't go and the second and third week I

went.,

That was for what?

That was far Dance, that was a Dance course.,
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Are you involved in any Open University or anything like that?

No., I've thought about it but...well not Open University but B.Ed.

I do a night class for swimming.

You take that?

Yes.

You were doing something at Fasingley?

Ch I was running gymnastiecs there, yes. I stopped that and I'm

doing a swimming night class now.

What's the swimming? Who do you take, Adults?

No, children, Officially a parent/child swimming class.

ihere does that take place?

Here. I let the parents go in but I don't teach the parents.

It's there for the children?

Yes. The youngest ig three and the oldest is about eleven,

So you've got quite a lot on yvour plate?

Compare it to some people, probably not, compared to others, yes.

What's the thing with the school that disturbs you most now?

The Headmaster I think. The lack of responsibility from the top.

You sound over-awed. I don't know whether I've got the right..coscs

just a little bit defeated.
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To me I've come to accept it. Because I've realised I can't change

it.

There's not much sparkle in the job.

The situation in the school I've accepted because I don't think
there is anything certainly I can do about it or whether anybody
can do about it. I mean P.E. Adviser has been in and he doesn't

like the situation and he's not doing anything about it.

They are all running a mile away from it instead of facing up to it.

Oh yes.

You have accepted it. You're not fighting about anything at all

are you?

At the moment no.

Is anybody? When I say fighting - strusgling to meke some changes?

In the Department.

I don't know, Heather tried to with the Headmaster but she didn't get
very far. I don't think you will actually, I don't think anybody will.

Is he near retirement?

I wouldn't have thought so, no. I mean I would hate to hazard a
guess as to how old he is but I would say he was in his late LO's,

And he doesn't seem to have any interest in P.E. except in the rugby?

And cricket,

And he doesn't want to know about the problems?
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I don't think so, no. You did to a certain extent, yes. One was

given the impression that every school had enough equipment so

you could put enough mats where you wanted them, not to be greedy,
but each apparatus could have a mat, it just wasn't so as we found
out in the first year. You know you could have at least two rounders
balls......when youre a student you can borrow from college and bring
them in but it's not teaching you to cope with the situation when you
go into a school and finding suddenly that there's no rounders balls
there.

If I came in now there would be no rounders balls?

We've got some, yes. You see I think we had children from Wearside in
our gym but I mean Wearside children are all very well behaved, they
all had their kit, it was just a false situation.

Which School Practice schools did you use?

St. John's, Botten Road, Easingley which was in the process of being
re-organised, comprehensive school at the time and Bowden Grammar.

Bowden was a very good school,

Yes, that would give you a false impression of what places like Bamburgh
are like.

You see I think T.P. should be longer with less emphasis on lesson
plans. You know, such a degree of expected response which to me is a
farce anyway and if you were truthful....you know to me you arefar
better off being critical and writing any comments about what went
wrong and how you are going to improve it rather than writing expected
response because if you write expected response for half the gym lesson
it would be that they turn round and say, "eh? I don't understand it,
you can't do that."

I think it is a pointless column myself,

It's stupide.



Fohihi/29

I'm still fighting about it with some of my colleagues right now.

Well as far as lessons are concerned, one worth while thing thev say

is "Where do you want to finish, by the end of the legson, what are your

objectives?" And then say, "did you get those objectives.,"” it's a
criticaloeoeos..that's right, that's what it's all about.

You see we asked once "when you had short gym lessons, could we not
do apparatus like, the next week," and we were told, "No, you can't.
You have got to have an apparatus lesson every week and floor lesson

as well "

Were you told that?

Yes.

'Cos there's no point in teaching kids to get one set of apparatus
and then changing it the next time,

Oh no we wanted to do floor work one week and then do the apparatus
the next week because it was such a short lesson and you couldn't
do your floor work and yow apparatus. You couldn't do that. And
I mean that is a totally false situation because if you go with
those ideas in a school you're going to think you've got to get
apparatus out irrespective of.....you know your floor work might be
going fantastic and you thing, "well I've got to get apparatus out

because he said so."

You've not -mentioned much about_that options programme you were
running because I thought that was.....when you get a big group of

90 kids coming down and you give out this and you give out the other,
it seems to me that that was a waste of time. It kept the kids happy.

Oh yes, but you're just baby-minding aren't you? I'm not actually

so much in that situation with such a lot of children. I'm twice

involved where there's three lots of girls and three lots of boys

classes timetabled together and what we do is the girls will have

the gym and the pool one half term and the boys the sports hall and

then vica=versa for the next half term. So you've got three groups

in the sports hall, well it will divide inté three so you've got a smallish
group to yourself of about 15 children but overall you've got a third
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of a sports hall. If it's wet on a Friday after break I have a fourth
year class, and there's only the pavilion or the sports hall, it means
if you go in the sports hall again you share it with the boys so you
end up with about 50 children or whatever, in a third, which for that
child isn't really suitable because you are limited to netball coaching,
or a game like.....where everybody's involved, as opposed to a proper
game of netball where you can coach to follow on your cocaching points,

That sort of situation,

End of Recording

Follow=-up Comments

1, I feel that some attitudes are rather childish. For instance I
sometimes feel as though people want Clive to fail and do something
wrong and are pleased when this happens. By now I feel that "the war"
should be over, we should bury the hatchet and pull together és a
team. I realise that this won't be easy, but if done should go a long

way to improving the situation. I find I'm talking more to Clive which

can't be a bad thing,

2¢ This means that the children can remember what they did the lesson
before. Ideally we could do with another lesson so they have a
whole term of both swimming and gymnastics.

3, That's not really a battle except sometimes you have to point out to
them that periods do not excuse them or that trivial things don’t
excuse them, With some third year classes it's a battle because
with some staff they do as they please....expect to do as they please
with you. They are gradually getting the message through.

Le It's s0 easy in this school to truant because very few children
wear a uniform when you see someone you are not sure where he/she
belongs to unless you have taught them., Also with a split site it is
s0 easy to stay in the place or wander off somewhere, Very little is
done about truancy. The deputy head sent out letters to parents of
5th farmers asking why they were absent. Out of one class 10 received
letters, 2 replied. But of the 8 who didn't nothing has been done.
It makes you reluctant to do anything,
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There's nobody prepared to back you up over anything. For e.g.
there 1s a school rule that nobody wears jewellery, but if you
confiscagte it, and an irate parent ‘phones you will not be backed
upe. More likely made to feel that you were in the wrong.

Also it would be unwize to confiscate cigarettes. For the same
reason - parents may complain that they bought the cigarettes,
Also they're sometimes reluctant to back you up over discipline
Heather and I once hit a girl far saying F. off. Her mother told
the police that we'd troken the child’s arm - despite the fact
that it was the other arm we'd hit. We were told be the deputy
head that it would've been better if we hadn't hit her. What is
one supposed to do if a child tells you to F. Offi!
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You have been in Hucklebrough some considerable time haven't you?
So that you will know Hucklebrough fairly well.

Yes, well I have always livedin Hucklebrough. I was at Callaly for a
yvear, teaching English and a bit of P.E. And then I did full time
P,E, at the Grammar School and then I did two years Rosla here with

P.E. as a side line,

Are you exclusively involved in P.E. now?

Yes. I have no other timetable commitments outside P.E.

Do you miss the other teaching?

Not yet, but I probably will. When I was at Callaly doing a lot of
English I would rather have done more P.E. And when I came to
Bamburgh I did all P.E. for one year. And then the next year I

id four lessons of Geography, which made a pleasant change
actually. I did at least two lessons each day of English and
Maths....and the rest P.E. And I thought that was just about the
right balance. I think you get stale with P.E. if you do too much,
I like a bit of variety. So I think I will miss the other subjects
eventually. You get bored with anything you do over and over again.

The third yesr of Comprehensive organisation? Are you having to

change many things?

You mean this Year?

Yes,

You see, I might be wrong here, but I have a feeling that the year we
went comprehensive coincided with the extra year...the raising of the
school leaving age. And the two things together caused the problem.
We had a lot of children who were used to a small Secondary Modern
School end the staff there could get on with them. And then when they
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came across here they weren't prepared to take anything from anybody
except the people they knew. And this caused a lot of problems. I
think they were very disgruntled at having to stay in the first
place. I think they had an attitude of resentment to the Bamburgh

Snobsg' more ar less to the old Grammar School,

They could not be more contrasting could they?

Not really. Some of them couldn't. And yet the year after that

it was a lot easier., It is getting better all the time. We've got
some problems we shall never solve. But these are very localised
problems that you would not be interested in. Yes it is getting
better. Mind you not many people agree with Comprehensive
Education. Not that I talk to.....l think it is a good step. As
regards sort of training, I think we would have been better off
putting a lot more time in.....actually.....doing practices that
you would do with a class. I was at (College named) and we were
pretty thorough in most things but it was a bit light on things
like Badminton.....Basketball. It was reasonable but we didn't go
into the level of involvement that you get in when you start running

a team. You know you do the basic practices.
(Telephone interruption)

Ah yes, what I was saying....Rugby, Gymnastics. Athletics I think

was pretty well prepared for.....l had no problems. Soccer we did...
and I can,...I feel really, you know I don't feel sort of totally
prepared. I can, you know, if I did sort of....soccer as much as I

do rugby I think I might run out of ideas....the first two oar three
YearSeoss yOU KNow....on balance of schemes. Badminton and things

like that now because we've got..o..I think it's a bad move actually....
away from gyms to sportshalls, I don't like sportshalls very much.
They ere a lot more limiting, The floor is hopeless to do any
gymnastics on. And there's no gear. I suppose we could bring gear up.
But we've got no fixed apparatus...wall bars or beams or window ladders
or ropes., So I think if we are going to get stuck with spartshall we've
got to work at Badminmton skills, Basketball skills, more. Volleyball
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The buildings dictate the syllabus to a certain extent don't they?

Yes. Definitely. I do gymnastics now in the sportshall and it's
going reasonably well. And T actually do gymnastics in the gym twice
a fortnight. One week out of every two I do two lessons down there.
Single pericds. I miss that I like to work in the gym. I like work-
ing with first, second and third year.....they enjoy it (gymnastics)
they enjoy it more than.....l think if you took a whole class they
get more enjoyment than they do out of anything else. And I think
the less academic you go the more enjoyment you get out of it....
strangely enough they like gymnastics. I found when I came from
Callaly....I did a lot of gymnastics there...we had a very good
gymnastics team....to Bamburgh. They were nowhere near as good,
The Grammar School lads. Even though we did gymnastics twice a

week then., The blokes who are good at gym tend to be the tearaways.
And we hed one or two tearaways in the Grammer School who were good
at gym. Yes I'd rather have gym than sportshall, The facilities here
are not so good actually. We've got a gym - at E.Grove sportshall,
We've got some good fields. You could not wish for better fields,
And we have got plenty of changing accommodation. It is not as good
as it sounds actually when you come down to the timetabling of it.
They get one period of gym and a double period of games mostly.

So thate.....they are 'banded',

Explain that to me,

I can't actually. In the first year they all do the same thing. But

in the second year they do different subjects., The remedial groups
tend to do more gym, than shall we say the academic groups. But it
means that they only get gymnastics once a fortnight. I don't think
it's sufficient. But it's all that we could cope with actually because
it would be a problem in the winter if we had a stretch of bad weather.
At the moment if there is a bad day then you can just about cope by
bringing everybody into the sportshall and swimming pool. No, that's
just the point you see. Quite often everybody can be left out....You

see if there is a first year gymnastics.....that takes up the pool and
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the gym. And if there's say ancther gym group say a fourth year
gym group. That takes up the sportshall. And if you have games

then which does happen, you've had it then.,..if it rains then,
thatfs it. There are times when you've got everything you want.

The gym and sportshall and the pool,

So_that the facilities look attractive but in practice they are inadequate?

Well when you realise that there are sixteen hundred children trying
to use them....they are not so good. We've got no more facilities

than we had per head.

Do you think that in this school P.,E. gets its full recognition?

(long long pause). Yeh I think it does. I don't think that it

should be exhaulted. We get plenty of money. We get back heelers

you know if we want to do something....we can do it., Obviously there
is a very strong academic tradition, which comes first., But this is
over a broad field. There's no danger of someone saying, "he can't go
on a crosscountry because we need him to do latin",....It's quite fair,
You can get a day off to take kids anywhere,

Do any of the P.,E. staff do any subjects besides P,E?

None of them at the moment. We are a bit over staffed actually.

We are over staffeed because the kids are not getting as much P.E.

as they should I think....due to the facilities. We can't fit anymore
in, At the same time we've got six full time staff. (3 men and 3 women)
and we have people come out for games, So there are times when we have
very small groups and there are other times when we are not doing

anything. Because there is nothing on the timetable to do.

Do you get much help from other staff for your teggs?
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Oh yes. There's no P.E. staff running soccer teams....0n the boys
side we've got help, somebody helps with the Volleyball team and we
have & chap who does the cross country for us....And that's before
Robert does Basketball,

It's a different story on the womens side?

Well weowoooer yes I think it is. They aren't so interested. There is
one woman who comes out to help with games. And that's about it. Mind
you I don't know whether they actually want anybody to help. I think
they are quite happy to have it all tied up, whereas we couldn't
possibly cope.,

It's two different words isn’t it?

Yes I think it is. You know I am not prepared to flog myself.
Actually I did it when I came to the Grammar School....I got in in
the understanding that I would continue with the basketball. Well

I was doing...I had one free dinner time 2 week. No I didn't actually
I was doing a gym period. And I had one night when I got home early.
By the time we had gone comprehensive I'd had enough you know. And

I don't do it. I just do what I want to do. So I run a rugby team,

I do that regularly.....l do athletics. Last year T did a little bit
of trampoline just as a recreational thing,

Your own personal interest is in rugby?

Yes, yes.

Do you still play?

Yes I still play. Well Hucklebrough has such a strong traditional rugby,
I think we have to keep pushing it. I think we could justify it....not

doing any soccer in the first year...when we have the teacher expertise...
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Hucklebrough get most of their players from there. 13 out of

15 every week,

I get the impression that the facilities in Hucklebrough far sport
are good. Is this a correct impression?

Yes.

Yet the kids from the schools are not joining the clubs?

Oh yes they are. Oh yes. Especially in rugby. Athletics is not
that popular. You get one lad a year who goes on....you are doing
pretty well. Soccer...there's a tremendous amount of soccer goes

on after school,

How many of your school leavers....the boys....get involved in some

sort of club, sport or recreation?

I couldn't actually say, probably a third. Though I might be wrong
here because I am thinking when it was 2 Grammar School. Now...long
pause....perhaps less. But there is a lot definitely who go on.

Do you think the Newsom Report is right to expect the P.E. teacher
to be a link man with adult organisations?

Yes, I think that's true, It's like Ian you see...he's doing a lot

of Basketball...well there is only one Basketball team in Hucklebrough
so Ian is quite right to go on plugging Basketball because there is a
follow=on....But where there is no follow on then I think you have to
look twice at it. You might be wasting time...but you are developing
skills that will lead to frustration when you leave...I'm a bit
frustrated actually. I learned to fence at college....Now I can't
fence at all....because there is nobody to fence with. I don't think
you have to lay off a sport because there is no follow on, Because
by doing that sport you might create a need and then it might be
filled.

Is cricket strong?
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Pretty strong. They play at a very early age here actually. We have
had lads who have played for adult teams when they were about 12 or

13. It's a game of hand and eye more than anything else.

When can the pupils in this structure opt out of P.E.

Sixth form. Well in the fifth form we give them as much choice as

we possibly can. At the moment I am forcing them to play hockey

because we have a hockey team in the sixth form which is struggling.

I always did hockey with the fifth year when I was at Bamburgh..-..

I was the only man.,..I wasn't any good at hockey but at college

we had done a short course on hockey anyway we had a hockey team...

and they needed someone to do hockey there. It was optional...you

got people who didn't like soccer and didn't like rugby...And out

of 12 or 15 there might have been two who were reasonably co-ordinated....
and it worked. It was enough to keep the teams ticking over. Well this year
we didn't have enough people on games. We had football, rugby and a group
that did swimming one week and indoor activities the next......three
groups and nobody doing hockey. So what I have done, I've split the
soccer group in twoes...and I am just letting them playe...half of them

are doing soccer and half of them are doing hockey under duress...The
first group, I said....I give them a chance to volunteer, well nobody

volunteered....l said,Wwell you are going to do it anywayeeseoo"

and they are doing it. They enjoyed it and some of them didn't want

to swap back on to football. They have only played four times....but
they are a little bit better than the ones who haven't played at all,

And I am going to give them a sort of four week course. And then I'll
ask again if anyone wants to play hockeye.....and if nobody does I will

have to work through the other groups I think. Make the rugby groups

do it. It's a good game actually but you'd think it was toothache

when you mentioned it.

I would be interested in this link up between the Youth Group and the

schoolg, It is new to me and it seems to work particularly well here.
Am I right in thinking that?
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It probably works better here than anywhere.

Is it Tan who is the Youth Warden?

Yes,

He does some teaching with you in the school time does he?

He does a little bit of P.E., yeSe....And he did careers with the

careers man,

Does he still do any P.E?

T e —————

He does e little bit of basketball....voluntary actually.

Is that in curriculum time?

Oh yes....Well actually he startes about 8,15. I think,..and he has about
an hour and half with them and they finish at about 10 O'clockes..

What children are these?

These are third years actually., The third year are the first
comprehensive year and at sport they are dbissmall and yet he has
managed by a lot of hard work to become very successful with a teanm
out of them. They are a terrible squad to get anything out of at
all,

And yet the third years won't be able to come in here in an evening.....

so0 he won't be able to meet them in his other capacity as Youth

&rdﬁneooooooe

(quietly) He does actually....He officially opens at 7.30 but he
tells them to come up at 6.30 and they do it then,

It is an interesting link., What sort of changes do you think that you

g to have to meet in the future....the next two or three years?
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Sixth form games is going to go, I think, in the next four years.

As it is it is an afternoon, which is voluntary and they do whatever
they want to do...within limits of course. At the moment they do
yoga all the indoor sports, table tennis, swimming and some go out

to play football...I don't think there will be the numbers to justify
that sort of thing...because the sixth form numbers are going to
decrease. They are bound to aren't they? Because now we've got
three schools that merged. In two years time the fifth year are going
to be this third year...out of 250 how many will stay on....Even in
the grammar school set up, how many stayed? A third? So if you say that
20% of them are grammar school material....the sixth form could end
up with gbout 50 altogether. Though I believe thaet once County have

a good grip on us we shall be the sixth form college. I have a feeling
that this will be it actually. You see we have got a very academic
staff. And you can't justify it when you have only got 50 children

in the sixth form. Every other school is supposed to be going to have
sixth form. It's going to be hopeless. The resources are going to be
spread very thinly aren't they? It could be that the head of geography
hasn't even got a degree in geography and is not that kind of

a bloke. It's daft really not to have sixth formcollege. That's the
only change I can see really.

Does the P.E., staff tend to be isolated?

Yes, Well I've got a form in the junior school. I'm the form teacher.
So I'm in the staff room every morning and I usually pop into Bamburgh
just to look in the pigeon holes to see if I've got any letters. If I
had just started from somewhere else I think it would be a hell of a job
to get to know anyone. As it is I know most of the Grammar School lads
(teachers) and the E. Road staff, I got to know them through doing
Rosla for two years. So I know quite a lot but I still don't know any
music teachers....l know a few craft teachers. And other people are
just faces...For instance you get substituted for people who are just
names (in case of illness)...That's as close as you get to them: taking
a lesson for them when they are off.
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That's not the way to lead a community is it?

Well staff meetings are 90 odd...well it's not a meeting really it's
a monologue. If everybody had their say you would be there God knows
how long.

How is the school structured? Is it organised into faculties?

We are a bit higgledy piggledy really I think. We are a department
whereas Humanities covers....chuckle 'anything' but Geography and
History among other things. But there is & head of Geography in it
and I think the Head of History is also in it.

Are vou invited to a Head of Department meeting?

Yes, we have had one this term.

Dogs the Head show much interest in your department?

Yes. He is very keen on Rugby. He insists on rugby as a matter
of fact. And he would be prepared to say "no more football'. He
turns up to watch athletics meetings. He's quite interested. T
think he is a good bloke. You can talk to him.....he's quite reasonable.

Thanks for giving up the time, May I keep in touch with you?

Sure.,
(He had a few parting statements about training at College)

We spent a lot of time on the philosophy of P.E. which might help you
to argue a lot better, but when it comes down to it, you need to be a
craftsman, I suppose., You have to know the steps to go through,
techniques and class control and things like that. I have no grouse
about college. I am quite proud to have gone to (college named). But
I feel better prepared than others. Things jump to your mind that you
have done....things like...well I don't know. I would hate to think
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that things were going towards sportshalls more than anything
else, Normally you would manage just a little bit of badminton
with the sixth form with a small group in a gym wouldn't youcceso
but now it's got tc be a major activity almost, I think a lot of

teachers are games teachers instead of being P.E. teachers,

I zet the feeling that there is a gtrong competitive element throughout
Huclﬂ.ebro!._lgh..u.am I rié}t?

Right. There are more fights about who is eligible for what. We are
having a big discussion about whether we should have fifth form in
athletics competitions. They are naturally competitive in Hucklebrough.
A rugby team will go out harder against a local team so that you will
have somebody close to scoff at don't you? If they come from Whitby

and you beat them you never meet them again,

End of Recording

No follow-up comments
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When I came here four years ago vou had Jjust more or less taken

over the devartment, Now I take the line either that a department

goes down or it gzoes up, it doesn't stay on a plateau. In yvour own

assessment, having settled in, got the comprehensive system moving.

Do vou feel it's gone down or it's gone up?

he whole school's gone up actuall

general level, because I taught English as well,

Are vou still teaching English?

I've just gone back to it. I do a few lessons 2 week now. The
general standard's gone up right through. But the P.E. situation
has got no better for a number of reasons. The travelling involved,
the second one is the way that the top band don't get any P.E. The
curriculum's worked out so that the people who do Latin and French
and things like that, well the top band get no P.E. as a subject,
they get games but the people who do Latin after that group get

one lesson of games - half of a double, they disappear half way
through or arrive half way through.

If I've got it risht, Clive, most children are due to a double

period and a single period of P.E. and then the people who are

better, who are streamed into the upper bands only get one double

games but those that are very =2o00d only sget one single of games,

is that more or less the pattern?

Yes, that starts after second year.

So all first vears get o double and a single, second years get a

double and a single, third yvears, depending on which band they are

get o decreasing amount.

Yes, now for example the tutorial stream or the remedial stream
in the third year get at least two P.E. periods and a double games,

so that it's weighted towards the lower end of the.c...co.
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So reallyceeos

In fact we spend most of our time with the lower =zcademic hands
and the single period of games is no geood to anyhedy you spend

more time locking up and unlocking.

The lower bands in particular because they are the ones that are

likely to resist. They are more resistant I would think to most

thines in school.

It's harder work, taking the lower bands and the thing is, they
put them in a small group sc that the teacher might perhaps get
twelve or fifteen, but there's technically more boys than girls
actually in these groups and then when we get them together we
might have about 20-25 boys, you know, it's not quite so bad now
but it was last year. We would get 25 very difficult children all
in one go; and that was hard work. It's not quite as bad this year

but they tend to overlook P.E. They don't really take it seriocusly.

I pot this impression last time from yourself, from the vouns man

I think he's left since, in fact you'd had a departmental meeting

to make a presentation of your case to the Hegd and he more or less

said, "if you don't like it, get out." This is going back A4l years ago.

It's hard to complain about, if it doesn't effect him too much he'll

let you do it. But the type of thing happens....l want to go to County's
Camp School, it's in Northumberland and I was prepared to go

any time and I wanted to take the fourth year and 62 children but

you get very little encouragement and certainly no help. "You can't

go now because there's a trip to France" and "You can't go this

time...." and it's ended up that we have applied but we haven't

been accepted yet. We've applied to go in March, It'll be freezing

and with the third year. So it's a matter of the least disturbance.

I gon't really think that they put themselves out.

As vou say the thing is that there is no encouragement, there is a
tendency to resist and make it difficult.,
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Well they don't see a thing like that as being good for the school
and deserves pushing. They think that if they can f£it you in they
are doing you & big favour. That's the general impression, you
know, by allowing you to do this sort of thing that they deserve

a pat on the back. So really I think it's the wrong way round,

I mean I want to go, I don't want praise for going but I think

I'm not going for myself, it's good for the children so that it
should be pushed from the top not merely allowed to happen.

You said that departments either go up or down, I don't think they
do actually, I don't think this one's gone up and I don't think
it's gone down. I feel there is more I could do, I don't think I've

made a particularly good job of it, to be honest.

Do yvou thirkany head of department ever feels that he is doing a
good job?

I don't know but it's so messy. The thing is so messy. Because you
can never plan who is going to get who from year to year, you can
never even plan that you'll hagve P.E. staff available to teach these
children., 8o to get a programme that works right through and to
meke sure.....well you can't make sure that everybody does it, it's
impossible because you might get a games lesson where you've got two
teachers who are not P.E. trained so that although in the winter they
tend to be gquite handy and they work hard when it comes to the summer
they are hopeless really, when you want to do athletics, you need

specialist knowledge to teach athletics.

That seems to be one of your problems because you're still having to

rely on untrained P.E. teachers for your games. I gather that whoever

forms the timetable or whoever allocates staff they give you certain,

say Fngzlish Teachers, History Teachers, to help with the games. They

may be good on rugby in winter but in summer they don't know what

they're doing in sthletics or cricket or whatever you do,

Yes, that's the trouble.

So you're having to employ amateurs
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We have one or two good amateurs, probably better than a lot of
professionals, one or two. I don't mind it. But....when you've
got to actually rely on them in the summer, T mean we've had
occasions when I've said to people in the summer, "don't bother
coming, you might as well stay away. We'll do it." For instance,
they put somebody on first year games where we only want to do
rugby in the first year and he's never played rugby so I said,
"there's no point, don't come." We've got two people on now.
Although they are keen, they aren't going to be any use at all
in the summer. There is nothing we can do about it., We are

understaffed but we have no chance of getting anybody else.

If vou went to the Head and said, "look this is presenting me with

a_particular problen’ how would he react?

If it didn't disrupt him at all he would say go ahead. But I went
recently and F.E, Adviser came up and he was having a go at him.

He came up to see James. James was taking...He came up at an
awkward time. It was a change round week. They do L weeks of each
activity then they swap round. And it doesn't matter how often

you tell children there is always a bit of confusion. Anyway, it
just worked out that he had the lowest academic group and he had
them for rugby and they weren't very keen and P.E. Adviser said,
"should they be doing it?" You know, they obviously didn't want

to do it, but they didn't know James, they had never had him
before. In Jjustifying what we did I produced the breakdown of the
timetable to show him who got what. He said he was astounded that
these children weren't getting any P.E. 8o he said could he have a
copy? I said no. I said, "as far as I'm concerned you can but I
will have to check with the Headmaster that it's alright." When I
checked he said, "No, he can't have a one but he would discuss it
with him at any time." I said, "Well I do agree with him that they
are not getting P.,E. they need it' and the bosses reply was that
"when his daughter was here taking her '0' levels he didn't complain
that she wasn't getting any." That was true because P.E. Adviser's

daughter did go here and she did get 'A' levels and what have you and
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she didn't get much P.E. And it didn't seem to bother P.E.4,

at the time. S0 I feel....you can't push him on a point like

that. He won't move, He won't be unpleasant, but he won't move.
And there's nobody can c2ll him. It's not that he doesn't

want to it's Jjust that he thinks Latin or whatever is more
important. He's that way inclined. We have had a fair proportion
gone to Oxford since he took over, more than we had under the

old system. That's what he sees himself here for. To get kids
through exams more than to......he likes to see it going on.

He likes to come on a Saturday morning to see the rugby. That's
what he comes to see. And he gives the rugby plenty of encourage-
ment but he's very biased towards rugby and even though I prefer
rugby there is a general feeling amongst the staff that he's most
unfair towards other sports. In fact he is, I mean I had occasion
to say that I wanted a boy stopped from doing all activities because
he had let us down very badly in an athletics match - or it could
have been cross country - but because he was a rugby players there
was hell to do, you know. He blows up out of all proportion, it's
very difficult. I had the same thing last year. A lad stopped
playing rugby to go and watch Sunderland so I stopped him playing
for the town. He was most upset because his brother was playing at
the time in the sixth form and his father threatened to stop them
all from playing rugby and this was a serious threat. The boss....
which it shouldn't have been, he backed me up butescaes

He had yvou on the mat nevertheless,

Yes, he wasn't happy, the thing dragged on you know, We are a big
school and the football members of staff have a chip on their
shoulders probably, quite rightly. You get sometimes, competition

for children you know, to play for a particular team.

Do you run any soccer teams at all?

Oh yes we run soccer right through
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Do you get the same sort of verbal support or actual support from
the Head?

It doesn't get any support from the Head at all.

He must be aware of this himself

Yes, he makes no secret of it. He is unashamed about it, he.....

Would he have a P.E. department do vou think?

3

No I think he’d have a games department....he'd have cugby department.

What's his backeround, is he from a public school or is he from Geso..

He went to Oxford. I think that's why he gets people back there.

He taught in Pakistan far a while, but I don't think he's particularly
upper claszs, sort of.....he's a Socialist you see. I get on quite
well with him but only because I can see there is no point in being
unpleasant, it won't get me anywhere. And yet I would get more by
being reasonable, putting a case for it, we are supposed to see
children backwards and forwards through the Park.

This is one of the problems, this split site business,

It's impossible to.....We've stopped doing the middle lesson in

the afternoons as a single lesson.

What would it involve? Give me an example of the time logt., If I

were in a particular form, say a third form.....t must take ten

minutes at least to change over from one sight to another.,

Yes it takes at least that. But you've got a problem you see,
This is another thing; they can only timetable a P.E. lesson, a
gym lesson, when there is no games on so that then squeezes the

gym timetable into a narrow time.
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That's because of staff?

That's because of staff, so that means that you get a lot of
first, second and third year gym lessons going on azt the same
time which means not only do you have to use the pool because,...
they timetable two classes for two teachers so you have say,

the boys in the gym, the girls in the pool, but the othere are
also timetabled so you get two classes in the sports hall at

the same time so that out of say 4 classes, three classes are

travelling up.

So these would be junior classes that are normally classes that

are based on the Junior site, they've got to come up here, go

to the pool, to use the sports hall and there may only be one

using the gym.

You know it wouldn't work out like that, what it would be perhaps,
two classes of boys in the pool, two classes of girls in the gym
and two complete classes boys and girls, in the sports hall.

Which is not very good becaus€escecss

That's not eagy is it? So there'll be two teachers with two classes

in the sports hall. How do you manage that?

Not very well to be honest. I don't like sports halls anyway,
they are not suitable for young children at all. The floor is
no good for gymnastics, the atmosphere is no good for gymnastics,
there is too much noise and you can't leave anything in a sports

hall beczuse there's so many groups use it that the things get....

So it's simply a space

That's what it is, yes.

You can't leave gymnastic eguigment out?
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There was a time when I went over to see about the timetable
and they'd timetabled something like 120 people to use it at

one time and they thought that was quite reasonable. 4 classes.

Up to the sports hall?

Yes and I said, "it's ridiculous" and they said, "we can't
change it, it's in the timetable.," So I said "you'll have to
change it, we can't do it, it's impossible." And they changed
it.

So_there's a split site difficulty moving kids across. there is

also an unsympathetic timetable committee or person that doesn't

have any understanding of the problems of timetabling P.E,

It's a staffing problem as well. I can understand that they can't
timetable gym if there's nobody to take it. So we are understaffed.
I'm not sure how the rest of Hucklebrough is staffed for F.E. I

think we are understaffed.

I don't know at the moment the number of pupile in each of the

schools. every department with the exception of Callaly has got

it's three men, three women.

We have 1,4,00. I don't know how many the others have. We are about
the biggest I think,

Oh well, Cgllalv has got 8 P.E, staff - 4 men, 4 women, so I can

only think they have greater numbers but.c...

I'11 check. I think Aiden would perheps be the only school that
was bigger than this. Gargrave's very small, it's only about half
the size really. Dovedale I think have quite 2 lot. We were the

biggest apart from iAiden I think.

If I remember rightly you went to (College named) didn't you?
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That's right, yes.

If vou had your time over again would you go into P.E?

That's a tricky one., I think I would, yes.

Would vou go into teachinge again?

I don't know. I think everybody....noc I don't suppose I would,
I've enjoyed it mind. Perhaps that's why, knowing what I know
now. Perhaps I wouldn't. But not knowing it I should think I'q4

do the same again.

And P.E. would still be your prime interest?

Yes. This isn't really much to do with it, but I think there's

a lot of Grammar School children who, shall we say, now G.C.E.
stream children who leave, it's not so bad now but then you'd
miss the year if you stayed on for G.C.E. and you got sort of
pushed into very mediocre jobs., You didn't stay on to do 'A'!
levels. You'd missed apprenticeships and there was only sort

of clerical jobs left open to you which have very little
opportunity. So, because apprenticeships weren't reallyc..coc.
you weren't expected to go and do an apprenticeship, that's what
I regret, I think I would, if I hadn't done this, I think I

would rather have been an electrician or something, to be honest.

Were yvou from Hucklebrough originally?

Yes.

So you're a Hucklebrough lad. So yvou know the town very well%

Oh yes. I think in this type of Jjob now the earnings capacity is

very limited, I know a lot of lads who've left school the same time
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as me and went to be tradesmen, and they, if they want to,

cen make a fortune.

Did vou come to this school?

No, I went to Wearport to school. I lived in Hucklebrough all

the time. It's a lottery teaching, isn't it? You could bhe on

a scale 1 all your life or you could, if you happen to be in

the right place at the right time and you rise rapidly. I think
you get a situation, you can see it throughout Hucklebrough now,
you can see Tom ?, Jim ?. Tom ? I think...I want to go somewhere
but there's nowhere to go. They are at the top of their particular
tree and there's no stepping off point. You're stuck. There's
nowhere to go is there once you've become Head of a P.E.
Depsrtment? Especially now that

there is no obvious progression anywhere and so now you've got to
take some other qualifications. I know that Jim ? is off doing
that, a degree in something, I think it's curriculum develocpment

or something.

Are vou involved in taking any further qualifications? Have vou

thought about Open University or branching out or anything like that?

I've thought about it yes. I did apply a while ago, the same time
as J.M. actually. J.M. got accepted and I didn't, to do a degree in
P.E, at City. This was a while ggo. J. didn't finish the course but
that was a while ago. I did apply for it.

Would this be an in-service B.E4?

Yes. In P.E,

And you applied and weren't accepted?

I wasn't accepted, no, I just got a letter saying I hadn't been
accepted,

Did they give vou any reason?
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Yes they 4id actually. They szid it went on the number of

courses you'd been on.

That sounds very fishy.

Anywey 1 didn't get on it. This was a long time ago. I hadn't
been teaching very long. J. had been teaching two years longer

than me.

And he was accepted?

Yes and since then I've been on short courses. I don't fancy
the Open University, I would like to do a degree in something
I was interested in rather than just get one in a sort of

mish=mash of educational subjects,; you know. But I keep looking.

It seems to me that Wearport is worth looking at

I phoned them actually. They are doing a degree in Sports.

That's right.-

But it was only full-time I think,

Well thev've got a part-time course going but I don't think it's

a depgree yet, it's an advanced diploma course but I think it's goods

T pheoned in the Summer, I saw it in one of the papers and I phoned

in and they sent me a prospectus.

Have vou ever applied for a yvear off?

No-

It doesn't appeal to vou?

It does appeal to me but I've never been in a position really to want
a one or to think that...I've changed jobs fairly rapidly actually,

this is the longest I've ever been in one job,
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Where did you goafter training?

I came to Hucklebrough. I went to Callaly actually as an English
teacher. I was annoyed about that. Hucklebrough then was going
to write to you if you were getting a grant from them because

they needed teachers,

When did you leave college?

1970. So I had a very short interview and they just accept you
by the bucketful you know. Then I got this letter and they sent
me to a Junior School Jjust around the corner so I went and I
said, "this is no good I'm not even Junior trained." Well it
was & junior secondary but....they said, "oh well that's it."

It was amazing, I don't know what had happened anyway I got a
letter saying would I like to go to Callaly, teaching English

50 I went. I had no choice really and I 4did about 20 periods of
English and 10 of P.E. at Callaly for a year. Then I got J.li's.
job here actually. I think probably he put = word in for me, I

don't know.

J.M. was here was he?

Yes.

And he moved to?

Dovedale. Well what was then (School named) and I came up here
and then when the chap from (nemed school) got the job as Headmaster

of Gargrave, J. sort of went with him. So it was all very complicated.

So really you did a yeer at Callaly and then virtually came here?

Yes. I came here and I d4id P.E. And then we went comprehensive., I
was obviously not going to get any job worth anything in P.E. so I
applied fo a tutorial job which was something like 12 periods a
week, English and Maths with a tutoriel fourth or fifth year and
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the rest your own subject and I got one of them and then

when Jenny retired, I got the P.E. job here. I never have
wanted a year off because I've never really....l'd like to make
o good go of one Jjob before I gpplied. I haven't reallye..l'm
not at all satisfied with the set-up here. We've had a fair

turnover of staff.

You've had problems with staff haven't you? Frankly.

I hope that by not sort of standing, dignity and that type of thing
that eventually things would swing round and to a certain extent
they have. But I think to really get a department where you want
it you need people who've got something to prove, in the department
and we've been lacking that. You neced people who'll take z@occooe

I don't want to down-grade people but you need somebody who is

going to work hard in every aspect,

You hed the burden of Sue Bond who mugt have been very difficult

to live with in your position?

Thet was very short lived actuelly, the whole thing.

It can't have made life sasy for you though?

Life's a lot easier year by year actually. Things from my point of
view have got easier. I don't know whether you know Jenny. She had
a very rough time which she didn't deserve at all really. She was
very nice, Jenny,and I still see her occasionally. Her husband is
a keen rughby supporter and I suppose she is, She had a very rough
ride for no reason reaglly, when she should have had support she

didn't get it,

She was very weary of the Jjob wasn't she when she left?

Yes, I didn't blame her actuelly. I was sort of outside then

with being in the tutorial department, And they didn't give her
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any help at all,

Who were thev that didn't give her any help?

Rovert and Elaine. They did less than back her. They were very
unhelpful I thought.

That was a difficult inheritance for you?

Well it was a difficult time for everybody. When Jenny took

ocver we had a lot of discipline problems right through with

16 year old lads we didn't know. And the same with the girls

and Jenny wasn't used to that being at a High School. 80 it's
gradually got better., I don't think the sort of...we do try and
get a basic core but I'd rather have somebody teaching something
they liked, well, than say, you've got to do this and have them do
it badly. So that's the big problem I think.

Trying to mateh teachers with particular activities

Yes. Sometimes it works out that you upset people by this. I

upset Robert two years ago so I haven't done it since but I

left him off first years games. I swapped him off because he had
never shown any real interest in them, he....and I thought, we'll
get people on who work at it. He was upset about it, he didn't say
it at the time and I didn't think I was doing him any dis-service
but he took it as & professional sort of....anyway since then he's
been on and I must admit it he has worked at it. I think everybody
would rather take over a department where they felt as thoungh, if
nothing else, they'd been at it longer than anyone else, that gives
you a blig advantage. You say well I've seen more than you and this

is what we do. But T couldn’'t say that.

So you felt vulnerable comineg into it

Not so much as though I knew this, I didn't feel..,..l always felt that
I could do it better to be honest. But I could understend their

feelings you know, I would have felt the same I suppose. But I don't
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know....Robert booked straight out of the changing room we shared
then and he's never been back in since, that type of thing and
it's not easy. Though as I say it's settled down now, T mean we

get on. T was as much at fault, well not really but I didn't handle
it very well I've got to 2dmit that. Because of the sort of strain
we tended not to talk much. And, you see, he doesn't talk a lot
anyway, Robert, and things which I should have told him I tended
to leave a little bit you know. Things like when we were having
the house cross countries, I would leave it, I would work it all
out and because we were...l don't know but I think he was avoiding
me but I would never.....llow I would never do it that was I would
write a sheet out and say *his is what we're doing on s6 and s0.
But that situation has gone now so you know I just say we're having
it so and so and it's eased a lot from that point of view. I
thought actually he would have left, but there's nowhere to go,

that's anothercecossos

This is one of the difficulties, I see a lot of difficulties for

people like yourself and Heads of Departments in the town, Where do

they go to because if they stay there any length of time, unless

there is some innovation, unless there's some hope and change that's

going to keep them interested, they are going to sour over a long

period of time.

I would think T.R,

I'm astonished that in 1979 there is a lack of dialogue going on

at two points., That is between all the P.E. teachers in this

Borough, the problems today because they are different problems

today than theyv had sgay five vears ago, or ten vears ago, %¥hat is
the direction we all ought to be going in? And that kind of debate,

not that you come out with some nice crystal clear rule 1, rule 2

answers, Nonetheless to try and keep the interest or try and get

the interest rolling again in one particular town. Now there is no

exchange of that sort goine on. The other thing is that with in

departments there doesn't seem to be regular kind of debate,

formally., Informal - yes, round a cup of tea. But there's got to

be a more formalising of this end say well look we can improve the

department, can we make it more interesting to work in and having
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regular meetings? T don't mean a rigidly formal thing but monetheless

iry to work towards a better policy given the conditions people are

working under. The only hope I can see is that people might feel that

there is more debate going on, more generation, but I can see that there

are difficulties, Would that be an idea worth introducing here or is it

one that would just fall flst on it's face.

Well In Hucklebrough first of all there used to be that type of
thing regularly. At least there used to be a lot more well attended
meetings than there are now, But when you see, for one thing P.E.A.
was based only in Hucklebrough. Not that he was always there, but
that type of meeting tended to be called by him whereas the other
meetings, Athletics and all the rest just went on normally. I

think the whole job is less clear cut than it used to be,; there is
so much sort of administration and working out what you're going to
do in yourown school that you tend to ignore the rest of the town
actually. There's no sort of body of people, there's no unity amongst
the P.E. staff in Hucklebrough.

That's right. On the contrary when T came here four years ago

there was & good deal of genuine hostility. Whether that's mellowed

ar not T get the feeling that it might have now,

Well only through lack of content probably. There's not the
committment to Hucklebrough as a whole, there's no really keen
sort of team spirit or anything, we turn a town athletic team

out.

It's a very interesting .
one of the things that I would love to find out if I could. You

said there's no committment to Hucklebrough. Now that T find very

statement you made there becguse this is

interesting becguse of what I said to you yesterday., I would like
to think that the teachers that were working in Hucklebrough, this
is a sart of fantasy that T have, would have a committment to the

problem, It seems as though they are not committed to Hucklebrough
although you and people like you who have been born in Hucklebrough

must have some gsort of lovalty to it., Some affection for it, But
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you don't see it in that way. You just see it as a matter of

surviving in your own little parishe.

I'm on foreign soil over here you see. I'm Trow the olher side
and there's still a lot of that. I still regard this as West
actually. T.R. probably the same I think and J.M. from

Broughton,

There is still this divide isn't there?

David, I don't know if he's from Hucklebrough, Alan is from
Hucklebrough but he's over where he belongs on the 01d Breakwater.
We went into Central then Central became Hucklebrough then we went
into County and we still feel as though we belong to County 2. We
don't really enjoy County.

Not only do you enjoy it there's a good deal of hostility to it, from

other people.

Oh yes.

Great suspicion.

So I think that could have something to do with it, the fact that
there's no.....County hasn't got an entity I don't think, as a County.
You know you would get your lad on to County 2 and you thought that
was really good you know. But County 1 is more or less a second rate
county as regards things like....1t seems to me that there's no sort
of historical background to it or anything. And I think people resent
being in County, I think some people resent being in Hucklebrough.

I'm sure they do.

People who were from the 01d Breakwater I know not it would be
far too small and they were probably sensible to go in...but you
see things that you know, you walk down the Breakwater and it's
2 disgrate and yet they spend a fortune keeping Astone clean and

they ignore that end. There's a lot of discrimination.



M.L5/18

T'm not so sure where the divide was. The 01d Rreaskwater was

Hucklebrough?

Yes and then it spread up over inte where Eltermere school is now.
That was all Bucklebrough as far as the hospital and then that

was all Central,

So this South of that line was regarded as Central?

Yes and then it all became Hucklebrough. But there's still a lot

of animosity from the people who represent 0ld Breakwater and they
say, why don't we ever get anything..... So I don't think it's had
time really to build up a particular town spirit anyway. If they
spent as much time building up local activities as they spend going
to and they are thinking now of going to Navyport because
they've got The Relic down in the dock. I think it would be money
far better spent. There is no team spirit, you're right, and there's
No0s....L think it's because the sart of ideology has worn off, I
suppose to a certain extent they've been ground by the system I

sSuppose .

Tell me if I'm wrong. It seems to me that when I started four and a

half vears ago, looking at it seriously, all the schools, the morale
was high, the P.E., depts. were committed to the schools, I don't know
if they were committed to the town, there was basketball going,

athletics was thriving, it was all happening, I thought it was 2

fever. I'm now of the opinion that what had happened was a reformation

of these teams and they were building their own empire and then they

found that they weren't welcome. There's been a destruction going on

because there's now a loss of interest. All the earlier hopes have

been disavpointments. For one reason or another, that momentum didn't

keep_going, So that there is a sourness now, a depression, a loss of

morgle, as I see it right round each department. I don't think it's

functioning in amy way like the hope that it had and the committment
that it had.

Yeg, I think that puts it very well.
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Now _then, what of the future? What's going to be in the next year,

the vear after, the yvear after that? Have you any hopes insofar as

vou must have some hopes because you say, well I think that I could
have done the Jjob better but anvbody would say that if they think

of the job, Is there one way where you say, ''I'd like to sharpen

that next year." Is there any way that you can see your way through

that or is it too confusing?

I've been trying for a while actually. I thought that when I was on
the sick, I'1l get that scheme worked out and I'1ll go through it
and I'11 sort it out. I've got most of the way through it actually
but it tends. towards the wpper end of the school. What we are doing
seens to be what we are doing right through, and there must be some
sort of eh....1t looked very weak on parer towards the end because
it looked as though we were just carrying on. What wasn't evident
was the sort of small amount of time you were spending on each
thing, even though we do rugby every year or football every year

or basketball every year, they perhaps only do it for eight weeks,
that's what it boils down to, they get eight weeks roughly anyway,
they might get nine, they might get ten, or they might get seven,
it depends on a lot of things. I think there must be a case where

I concentrate on it more and than not so much forgetting about it
but taking it out of the timetable and allowingi to carry on for
the ones who developed an interest in it as a team game or an

after school activity and moving onto something else which you

can do more in depth and sort of reinforce. You get them out

in the third year =nd they are very little different in school

to what they were in the second year, because you haven't got the

time to spend on them and they're not getting a lot of F.E. anyway.

Thet's right

So that's whet I'm thinking sbout., Whether perhaps say, well

look you do rugby in the first year. I mean they perhaps do

soccer right through the second year so we do actually get some
improvement. You know basketball. Perhaps even a fair sessicn of
cross country which tends to be overlooked a little bit I think,

I think it's quite bensficial, cross country, if it isn't pushed
too hard. I find now and again when I get a small group, or perhaps

there's Robert and myself with a group and you maybe get 7 or 8
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wanting to do cross country and it builde up that group, if you go
every week you know. It starts to build up. People like to go
because it's quite pleasant over there =ctually. But I think we've
got to do that. I think we've got to stop....we've done it to &

A

ia extent, before we used to d0....Wwell it was a system T

sob sl
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inherited, it was that they did gvmnastics one week and swimming

the next week and now we do it half termly, they do gym for half

term then they swap and they do swimming for a half term and that's far
better, I find it far better. I think most other people do and actually
that was met with a bit of opposition; they didn't really.....they
weren't very keen on it but I said, "look we don't want......

Anyway I said we're going to do it, so we've deone it and it's been

more successful. I wouldn'? say it wasSeee..

In the same way that vou're trying to solve problems and say well

shall we do this or shall we do that. Would you gcet any co-operation

if you brought that into a departmental sort of...and seid, "ihere

shall we go? Would they be interested enough to participate or would

yvou feel that it were 2 thregt?

Oh no I wouldn't feel that it was a threagt.

Becguse the way that T would do it, say, "look I've got this problem,

what's vour opinion?" Now we do that at college....

I think that was one of my faults at first, I tended to work it
out myself and it doesn't go down very well, people like the chance

t00.¢nooo

'Cos _even if T've got a nice dream ides unless they were prepared

to work it out and do it, it's useless. It's sometimes easy to

say this when you're not part of the community,.

Oh it's true. I think thatessso

You share the problem but sometimes the relsgtionships and I could

ine the relationships here righi

sort of team work.
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No at the moment it's particularly bad in the female department.
We had somehody else you know between Sue and Ann. She had an
unhappy time, she was married to a youth organiser and he went
off and left her. Sco the women's department has been....there's
only sort of Tlaine been right through. Heather said Elaine
expects to get Janet's job when J. leaves, if J ever does,
there's no chance, I wouldn't think., Certainly not from my
point of view. You need, I think, & lot of team work in the
department and we lacked that. Callaly have it; I don't know
whether you found that, what I've seen of them they seem to have

it.

It's very difficult for me to assess that.

Well I think D. and J. work very well together,

You see it's 0,K, if vou've got a stability. I don't think vou
should be too hard on yvourself, I think that anybody who cares about

their job will never be satisfied with it., It's always imperfect

because human institutions are imperfect. Human beings are very odd

people anyway. But you've got a load of trouble here,

Well that part obviously affected a lot but what I find very annoying
more than anything else is the fact that with this multiple use of
equipment you go to do something and it's gone, it's been damaged

or it hasn't been put back and the most trivial things can cause

an amazing amount of bother. I think whoever designed the sports
hall wants shooting to start with, I mean the thing leaks like a
sink, the brickwork is coming out, parts of the bricks are falling
down. We've got a situation now whereby the restrainer things at
the top where you haul the nets up are coming out of the brick and
I've reported it twice. Nills Larsens have been around, they

haven't done it and if a kid pulls it, its a pully block up on

the top, its going to come out, or at least it looks to me, the
bricks easing out of the wall at the top. Somebody has just stolen
the locking mechanism that locks the badminton posts into the floor,
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Now, when does it happen? That's the thing, when does it happen?

You can never find out when it happens. We go out at six o'clock,
quarter six, the cleaners come in, You perhaps have a football

team in or a rugby team in until half past seven, then you've got

the youth club in, until 10 o'clock, you can never say, "you did
that?., We've only once pinned it down to one group and they couldn't
find a football so they rove a door off a cupboard and nothing

happened to them.

Was this a school group or an outside eroup?

Oh they are outside groups. I'm not saying we are particulsarly free
as a school, you know, we do get o0dd incidents, but you can't track
it down when it happens after school. People just ignore it, you

know. "It wasn't us" "It wasn't us sir."

T think multiple use of facilitiegs is one of the biggest problems but

you're the first one that's made it explicit, Now is there a special

reason why this gets more use mayvbe than the others?

Tt's always being used, right through the day from 9 o'clock in
the morning until 10 o'clock at night. It's used.

Does the pool suffer at all? From multiple use .

No there is nothing you can do to a swimming pool.

But the sports hall gets clobbered doesn't it?

The sports hall is z mess,

Have vou ever had grafiti in it?

A little bit, even the girls toilets. We don't suffer too much from grafiti
actually.

But loss of equipment or damage o eguipment.
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Loss, damage and in the summer it is bad. In the summer, we need
equipment down here, we've got nowhere to keep anything and you

can't lock everything up, I mean you can lock the trampolines up
but you can't stop them pinching the shackles which they do.

When we locked the up they pinched the leg.

If I came back Clive would you take me around the sports hall just

to show me and show me the facilities, if T made an appointment

some time.

Oh yes, I said this actually through in County. We did have one

t eneral P.E. T think for the older children if you want
Badminton or Basketball they are ideal but as g teaching resource
they're not, T'd rather be in a gym any time. And we had the use
of a gym, if you didn't use it on games lessons it would be used
less than half the time, and it's because of things being timetabled

all at the same time,

End of recording

No Follow=-up Comments
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Were you born in Hucklebrough?
Yes, born and bred in Hucklebrough
Do you feel loyal to Hucklebrough?
Very, yves. But I was very lucky when T left College that I came
straight to Hucklebrough and I got & job here. I T hadn't zot &

job I don't know where I would haeve gone. T just took it for

grented thet T wes golng to teach in Hucklebrough,

a , ; . colk Vi
So_you very much wented to come back here?

Yes.

Do_you do euy sports or anything?

a

Well obvicusly T've tried most sports apart from flying. I used to do
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lots of rugby, athletics, this sort of thing, physica
I'n into anything outdoors at the moment, particularly sailing, I've

sailed for about ¢ years. It was P.E.,A, who iniroduced me to sailing
and it's the only sport that I've ever felt T could really get hocoked

on. Absolutely fabulous. I love it.

You ssil in Hucklebrough do you?

I sail in Hucklebreugh.

het boat do you have?

Well I don't have a boat. IT've got dinghys and what have you. Ve
build dinghys here for sailing at the college but I seil with o
guy who owns a 34 f%t. ocean....like that one {pointing to picture
of ocean racer).

Oh you're in the hig stuff,

Yes, Great.
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So you came from college and went to Aiden?

Yes, I went straisht to Adiden. And when we were at Alden

the time T thousht oh my goodness it was hord work but lock

(=3 Vs
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back I don't think I would have wanted to go to another school.

I hed differences of opinion with I.Bztes, the Mead of Departuent.

Wlas A.B, there before you got there?

Yez. Pe built up Aiden to be the foremost school in the town for
sport. It used to be the two (named) Grammer Schools that won
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cverything, 2ub just before the the
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Roys' School under T.B. did very well in sport. Of cowrse the
success of the school was related not te the examination success
but to the sporting success and the old Headmaster there was very
keen and when I started T think at the same time three other pecrple
started straight from college, it was going comprehensive, big
school, lots more peoprle, needed = bis staff and at one time T
think there might have been 10 or 11 P.E. staff there, very big,
all young, all well gualified all having good backgrounds of

schocl and at treining college and I don't thinl there was any
sport that couldn't be offered %o a very very high level between
21l the membsrs of staff there. Of course when you've got that type
of staff most of them just don't want to stay there, they want to
move on and we didn't have a chance because the authority went
comprehensive, we were in ow first year, had to apgly for jobs,

no chance of getting a scale post but everyhody who then wanted

s scale post, who had bzen in the ecstablishment for a few years

~ot them so it meant that for the next few years there was no
chance at all., So if you wanted any sort of promotion or asdvance=-
ment you had to move. Evenbuslly lots of uz did but T think that
Aiden, the team that it hed in my first two years there; you would
have been hard pushed to get a better teanm (of teachers) in any
school in the country. I'm serious about that because it was
fabulous, really great, lots of young people and the leadership,
for 8ll his fauvlts, and I'1ll say it to his face as well, he had
lots of faults and I don't think he particulerly knows how to handle

people, I think he's mellowed a lot but he's a first class teacher,
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first class organiser and T wouldn't hove 1liked to hove been
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at u school under anyhody else but him because I learned so

much from him :nd T won't say he's my herc but he's a person vho
I can loock up to and say "well he is a P.E. teacher, I don't think

I'11 ever get to his standard."

Thet's a tremendously respectful statement to make of a man,

Yes, well I do feel that I feel that, and we've had our arguments

snd T left Aiden because we couldn't see eye to eye.

That doesn't diminish the respect you have for him?

Oh no, And there's renewed respect now because we hadn't spoken for
a long long time and we met a couple of Mondsy nights ago 2t a
sportsman's dinner and he sald @ couple of things that made me think,
'yves this guy has mellowed =nd he does realise why I was a bit
upright at the time.' You see I believe no matter how hard you work,
no matter how old you are, what you're doing, everybody needs a pat
on the head and say 'well, thanks very much you've done & good job,'
I'm the same asz everybody else, you used to work your guts out and
it wag 21l taken for granted, now if Tan had just come up to me and
said, 'well done Tred, you've done a good Jjob there, thanks very

1

much', it would have made all the difference. But it never heppened.

1'm sure it _would meke all the difference.

Yes, it would have made zli the differsnce to other pecole because
we all felt the same way, but it wasn't Just him. There wvere lots

of internzl problems between lan ond other mewbers of staff. The
ladies side, that will never be reconciled becenze I have no resvect
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Jen's wife now. She 127 8 seeeoen.
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I've not met her. Was she ot enother school?
e

Wo zhe vas always et Aiden,

Tf I'm goin:s to be honeci abou’ ths di?
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human beings have got to be admitted.
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I mean there iz no depertuent snyvhere thet doesn't have inter=

personal teneions, I heve them ot college and this, in part, is

oue of the, ﬁ?l:i.i.%

thst one hes to come to terms with and say

'uell there's got to be a better way of human beings working

together, Aqqkthis is_one_of them thst you've ngiled,

vas my fault as well you see, I've o very Tiery temper at
times. It's not the bir things thet bother wme, T weail citises,

biz crises fair enoush I can take them in my stride. So

e biz cr

vhet? TIf it's soing to happen it's going to happen. But it's the
little things that annoy me, beczuse T think well thet nsedn't

have heppened. It wasn't my fault it was your fault why didn't you
do that? Why didn't you tell me? vhy didn't you come to my face
and say 'look Fred you've done that wrong.' It's things like that
which used to annoy me. &4nd it got to such a stage that T would say
as a direct result of her relztionship with other members of staff

and vhat have you, four of hig team left.

It's a bie exodus in s team that 1s going well.

Yes, and the Headmester of the school (named) knew this becsuse T
went to him and said, 'look you should know shout it...' well he

should, it's his school and hie should know and I ceme here, snd

& sagoe obout that., It was chout the third interview. First
it was a post then it - csn'lt 2 post then they interviewsd and they
didn't appoint they interviewed again gnd didn't zppeint. Finclly
they phoned me up and szid, this wae twe weeks before the swmmer
term started, znd said 'are you gtill interested in the job &t

the college?' T gaid, Ok yez.'" They =£3ld 'Con you start in
September?' I saild, 'Well I1'11 have to see my Ueedmzster.' He
was very very good :nd he let we come, 50 I had no idea I

coming here until & fortnight before the term started. It upset

me = lot, because whilet T was at school T took a class through



four years and 1 uas very very attached to this class and not heing
able to go back =né say gocdbye to them hurt me more then T could
gay really. 1 did go back and we 2ll hsd tears....and they were

them then
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ecouse they thought I'd loft and hzdn't told

So.you had tgken thet group Brrough from the first years......
Well from the second year to the fifth veur it was.

And you'c zrown really atteched %o them,

Well of course, it was my first class, you know. It was my class.
Fow you feel very warime....

Oh I do, even now they come =nd see me, T zet Christmss cards from
them wnd I was just in the pubd the other niﬁit and there was a pint
put in front of me, 'here you are Mr., Senders' and it was great,

it gets me, it really does, you know. Still get invitations to

engagement parities and'I've got twe kids now sir....'

L s e s v e Ph=as

Tell me if I'm wrong because the leadership, although its s particular

er. e _are concerned with, = lot 9313049,1@. have confirmed much the

way. you have, they have o greal re EeCﬁAfpy‘his organising skills, hLut

not_his personnel manggement,

i by yesrs o
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3*29.111@18.0}1& k.iné;_ ,0;1?‘ Teec t_io:a-. € m waan Leding offecting enother human

heinz. And T thouzht - ie no way thet T c

ot s1l. 4né T Telt at thet, tine, you would Dbe
ou con ell‘mpugheﬁhgg L 20t ¢ felse iupression. Kids were fturaing

lock in g morndns and training.

2 it _seemed t0 me, Chy




that

r I
take

will

any comvineins

vork in that cnerg

ray at all.

s the risit

gort of thin

hat
AR

time it was, yes.

And T thought it weas Just building up o

pervicular I.B.

EHPITE,

Well you've put it 211 ine....we made 1.5,

-

e know that T.

knows thet., He Garen't say it bubl we rade T.B, I 4id 5 wmormings

a vieek, holf past seven every mornin: went swimming with these kids
and it was emazing, T mean I ret up I take my wifc to work cné T
come down there's snow, rein, =nd T'd e shattered znd yet the

¥ide are vaitiagz oubtside "Oh come on cir, let's gzet in" Lnfd this
was 5 days a week, And it was amezing. But as you sey, we all
wanted to impress, we were all very very keen, new Jjob, fabulous.

Teaching was what we had

the money. Doesn't matter

alwaye wanted to do. Doewn

at 2ll. I've chonged. It

't metter about

doesn't matter

about the money at 211, sreat, it fdoesn't matter what anybody
thinks, the kids, fabulous. .nd we build this up ané there wos, for
sport, there was nothins to fouch siden. Nothing ot £11. But I
know that I taught kids Besketball, Badminton, Volleyball, Soccer.

I ¥now I did, because I was there ¥ the

sav
my Tirst week here I'm teaching
the shock of their lives when they valked

Grezt. C.K., Basketbgll, Badminton. They

me is one of the greot shocks, my great

come home to nme,

Tell me sbout it.

tides, I
kids who have left
in here
hedn't

shochky

cone Lhere and

gschool, They get

nd saw
s clue,
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T know what I've done with kids at school and T thinz, or T thought
that T taught thew how to play EBadminton how to play Tasketbell, this
sort of thing. T 'now thet I didn't beczuze I can see them here. They

haven't clue,

voa
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You've gecn the results of yow own teaching?
S

c
to F.E.. becavse T was so zmazed. T just

didn't Iknow what tc do, I told F.E.4, this end....becausze obviously

I was very very worried.

It's made & big impact on you hasn't it?

o

Ch it did. And it still does, because as & result of it my philosophy
of P.E. has changed completely., I think I went to a very very good
college T did a very very good covrze and I was very impresscd with
it and I had lots of standards, very high standerds. I went to Aiden,
the standards there were very very high, very high indeszd, I mean
I've been at lads for not having white gym shoes. I cringe at the
thought now. But I just wondered....l can think to myself in the

orts hall now teaching basketball to these kids, 'why éid I bother
te

any good st gll, sctually knowing the rules of basketball. Those who

ching basketball to these kids?' Because it's not going to do them

g\u

wanted to know the rules of basketball would know them in any case
because they come to the club on the nizht. Why d4id I sweat my

guts out there? VWhen they come here, they are Jjust playing anything.
They don't know. They don't remember. There is no carry over of

14

vhat they've done at school, which made me think, well how important

Sy

ig, not so much P.E. in school becausge I'm convinced that P.E. is
important, =snd I'm more convinced than ever now when I see students
here. But I wonder how important is the actual getting down to
teaching somebody Badminton, to fteaching somebody a discus throw,
to teaching somehody Basketball to sctuzally split it down in a
lesson like you teach somebody to add un. 1 don't lnow whether
I'm putting this right, do you understand what I mean? The formal
aspect of actually teaching = subject, P.E. I'm very dublous end I
would go back to a school znd I'd love to have to spend a term in

a school and just work with kidSeeeo.o

This hes made a tremendous impact on you, It hasn't diminished your

feith in F.E., It altered it radically. And if you went back and took

over from A.B. what sort of things would you try to work for? Clearly,

-

i T understand you risht Fred, vhat you're saying is, that the detuiled
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shills thol you tausht in athietics, the time that we spend on

sprint starts on reley chenges on hurdlin
technisuves ond sills yvou'wve altered shout

Yes that's right.

If I am right, what you're seying is that's less important ths
an attitude to P.E,

Brzotly ves. It'es the attitude to P,E. Because the attitude tc
F.E. of some of these kids is to nme, now, the wrong attitude. Because

\J-
v

the skills have been shoved down their thr

()

 It's the old thing
sbout cross country. Evervbody hates ecress country - why? You can
love cross country, you can love P.h, You can hove on avoreness of
vhr yvou should do P.T, And I don't mean you should say to zecond
year kids, "you're doinz P.%. because when you're older you want

o work & hours & doy, you want to give vslue for meney to your
emplover, you want te be shle to work covertinme so you get & bift of
extre money in yowr pocket then you vant to go out with your
girlfriend snd have a zood time with ter, unless you're £3it you
can't do that." That's great, that's fabulous. But nobody's going
to understand that. Nobody's zoing to even listen to it., But it's
the awareness that's the im»ortant thing. Not knowing how e hold

a discus, not knowing the ine and outs of tactical play in Padminton.
'3 zo back to Aiden, I'd see what they were doing now. T understand
it's completely different to whot we were doing in the first place.

I would give evervbody a chence. The kids, if they vanted to play

o '

L )

football, if they wanted to do basketball, or if they wanted to do
any sport to & team standwrd, s high standord, they would get o
chance but it would not be in lesson time., Bub saying thet I think
there would have to be a chocnge Zor the teachers. They would have

to be somehow rewerded, renmumersted for doing this sort of thi

not in lesson time. DBecause I am very lucky here, anything over

12 hours T have class contact T met peid for. So I'm getting

something like & hours overtime & week. £5 an hour. Well to ne

that's gzreat I got the shock of my lif'e when that happened. But
n

I vouldn't push the competitive gnd highly slkilful aspect of P.E.

cowvn people's throets. I know lots of mums and dads complain that

there aren't six or seven second year foothall teoms. Vell if
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are enough people who want to play competitive football there wiil

be. But T would never push reople into competitive foothzall, IF

somehody's ides of s ort, competition, or wnything Llike thaot, wng
going For a walk at the weekend on the hille, T would respect

that., T think I would anyway. 7 don't know vhat....l wight be

£

ifferent

o

pushed into direction warking in & school. I might

o

]

have to conform to different laws in schools. DBut I would hepe

thet T would stick to my convictions. /ind I'd respect that, and

say well 0K, zo for o walk.," Te'll get somebody else on our
team who wants to play because we alieys used to have a lot of
chew on zbout kids who wanted the best teams znd you, you, you
turn up on Zaturdsy morndng 10 o'eclock. Johnny didn't turyn up,
where the hell were you? Well I went to Castleton with wmy d=d.

W

I.B. was guite proud of this ss a matler of fact when he was

talkingto me that there was resiricted choice. If a boy wag good

ond_he hed talent he would be dragooned into ;ﬁxw‘ﬂe_ygg\gerg
ot hed tolent T.B.

L

oroud of the fact that if there was s Loy

would £ind it and he would put real pressure on jhis kid. He would

be in one of the teams somehoy end he would pressure him to turn

out. Now that's not wh@j_sppgtjﬁ_gpppj*

L

Fell it might be what sport's about bubt it isa't whet Prysiecal

¥ducation ig aboutb.

Sport 1s_something that vou do becsuse yvou're attrscted to doing it,

T

Je gre sellins the vrong thine by mekine it sn oblizetion snd there

seems_to be e conflict here.

T wouldn't give kids mulbti-cheoice. T don't think younz kids in
schools....I'm not talking about here. I don't think young kids
in schools can cetuslly m:=lke the dzcision of choice. T do lnow that

when we introduced con option programme in thle fourth and fifth year

s IS T

the whole thing was & shambles, They had zbout 2, 1o, 11 different
choices. e thought it was :reet, Aiden school, we czn offer this,
iAnd 14 was 2 bit of a competition bLetueen the schools you know, which
could offer the blggest £ifth yesr propramme. Well what o lozd of
crap. Becausge you're Just diluting everything, The lids were taking

cholce here, choice there, they didn't know what the hell they were doing.
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"L <7 i

The staff beccuse it's cl.iiyse, "ok I doc't kilow,”

r

it slwsys used to end up with a dross and it's not on. You have
g0t t0....perhaps o lindted choice, Bul the choice hus to be very
carefully worked out. And I don't thinlk thet the option oro-rommes

in scheols has been fully worked out, T do not sgree with it and T

do not agree with the schools that cre deing it now - the Ul
nrogramine., I would give kide o cheles but ite not that type of ch

&
Iy

I'd give them. I would hope thet throvgh exanple and in the school

that people ve mede cwere of F.O. :nd of the atiributes of P.T. Tou

couldn't do it overnight though. It would teke o long time. It
would teke 2 full Pive yesrs. So you cen begin in the first vesr

and vork throuvsh. So vou have to be flly committed fo one achool

to do that to get the results you went, because T would doubt vhether

you would see the results of your own work Tor aboubt & vear

m
*

I know here now, I'm only now beginning to see the rezults of ny

change »nd uhzt's going on.

You're Jjust beginning to see the beginning.

and T don't know how lonz I'm goines to he here, I'm

very happy here st the woment but I mey not stop.

You're the right man for the job here st the moment aren't you?

o

Oh yes

You must feel as thoush this

T sirm w dedeuw  ze 3+

for it,
Tell everythtins's zowve right for me here you see. I left aAlden and
people said, 'you must be zn idiot going down to the college,' you

4o

know., J didn't come here Pw o pay rise becpuse it was Jjust tie

game sort of gcalary. But non ound far nound I'm the highes

P,E, person in County or I will he whken I zet 4o the torn becLuse

)

I ot en L.Z here which was never cver on the coxds,

Mot if you'd stayed at Alden.

Tf T hed stayed at Adiden T would still be on . scole L now. I
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wouldn't hove rot o scale 2 because I know F.G. would have ot

%~ . - ~ P RO B T SR U N i T - 1, .
the scale 7, even 17 I'd been there, Jecause T.J. got the scale
-~ 2 PPN ~ - Ea —— - PPN B B N - . o s

2 there over a couvie of othlr secople who should heve got it

bt here ~ great. I could stoy here now for the rest of my

wvorkine active life. Whether I would zet a bit jaded and o bit
complacent after u time, 1 would imagine I would aznd just let

things tick over.

But_you've sot a philosophy thet's locked into

department haven't you?

fere, I'm very happy here now, yes. e get to grips with the
students. Doreen and I are the only people who see almost every
student in the college. 4and 17 students have sn identity with the
college I think they hove on identcity with this gymnssiuvwe heca
there are no common roomsg in z ccllege in a lunchtime, not todg
unfortunately because we have 2 specigl school from a few mile

avay who come in tod if you'd coue aiy other
Tunchtime you wouldn't be able to move in the corridor hecouse
of kids sitting, talking and make coffee, they can and umuke colfee

o

as long as they make me one they can cowe in ond moke coffee.

< noticed the other day there were two young neople who obviously

weren't steff, they vere Jjust here os g sort of central gothering,

I wish you'd been here on a kMonday, Tuesday or Wednesday lunchtime
because it's very hectic in the gym. There's weople running in ond

out £1l the time. Badminton, Table Tennis, weights, it's mrect.

T don't insist on kit. Obviously footwear is very important tut

if they're just going to play Badminbton and Table Tennis over the
lunchtime, to £ill in the time, I'd rother the gym ves used. Get

everybodv cante to play so T

Siden, If you didn't haove

hink T ever told

1t .as very vexry

)

yvour Irit, bheong, whollop, cuz anyoody

they needed kit.oeess
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You've never had to justify it.

No. No. But here I say to them, you see some of the groups we
get for 6 weeks at a time, some you get for a year, now for

6 weeks I'm not going to force them to go out and spend £15

on kit, I'm just not going to do it. I'm going to say to them
"right, you're going to do sweat sessions. You're going to

be very sweaty. You're going to be smelly, the girls won't

speak to you and you'll itch all day." And they'll do a

sweat session whether they've got kit or not they'll do it.
They'll hate me for it, but they'll do it and next week they'll
all have kit. Because they‘'ll borrow it or not so much kit,
somebody’ll say, “can I bring another pair of jeans"., I'll say,
"sure you can because then you can change, you can towel down
and you can get out." And they understand it. They understand
why, and they'll say, "well I suppose you are right, aren't you."
Because they do smell and people have been coming back for
Savlon for sweat rash where the jeans have chafed them and they
understand. But it's taken four years to get everybody to
realise and to have kit., And I've still got two classes that
€r'e...peculiar one class, bricklayers, split into two groups.
First group, everyone of them immaculate, kit, great. Now they
are in the same workshop, the second group, jeans, wellies,
almost you know, 'oh, where have I gone wrong?' And they just
don't want to know they just don't want to know and I'm not
gonna say "I'll get them" because I won't. I'1ll just chuck

them in there at times and I think look I just cannot be bothered
with you lot. Get in there, play badminton, table tennis. And I
might come in here and do a bit of work, because you get to this
stage, nobody's perfect. I think oh‘no, but there's only three
weeks till Christmas and they'll be gone then. I've failed with
this lot., They hate me. I hate them. They know it. I know it,
what the hell. But fair enough that will happen. But there are
other classes that I will keep on and on and on and on at them
and everything works our 0.K. You know, we have a good time and
we're having....still they might not turn up in whites and what

have you buteceso

You have gone through the process. So that it's obvious to the
people that have to change why they are changing. And now they
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never go through that process in schools. Its imposed from above

and I suppose to a point its right. But nobody ever challenges it,

But then the kit becomes the end, the physical education is forgotten.
All that matters is that the kids look nice, conform to uniform.

Oh yes, I can remember standing up and spending half a lesson sorting
kit out, getting people kit, names in the book. Oh when I think of

it now.

You wouldn't do that now.

No I wouldn't do that now.

You would try and do it a different way. You say kit is important
for the following reasons,

i think kit is more important. And a uniform kit is more important
in a school than it is here. I still think that. I still liked

all my kids at school in kit, But I would hope they'd want to
bring their kit and their attitude to P.E. would be such that,
"mum, tomorrow P.E. I want kit" and not "Oh I've forgotten my

gym shirt, I'm gonna get whollopped, I'm nicking off." Which it

must have been and it still must be in some schools.

I'm quite sure that's true, Well T think that it matters on

precisely the same terms ag yourself that I think that it matters

more in schools than in an Adult Education establishment. But
nonetheless it shouldn't be the.......Be all and end all of why

we're turning up and it becomes such a showdown it's not true.

There are certain kids that come from particular homes if they

damn well come to school you say "welcome, it's nice to see you
at school," And T don't want to let those kids....I want to say

still "welcome" to come and if he's going to participate energetically

in P.E. say "welcome, good to have you."

People come here and they hate me before they've met me because
I've taught the brother at school and the brother's gone home

and said, "he's a bastard", you know then the brother comes here
or the sister comes here and says, "you're a bastard", and T

think, what have I done? Because I'm a very vain person, I want
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everybody to like me and I know everybody doesn't. Sometimes I
get upset when somebody doesn't like me. Sometimes I don't mind.
Sometimes I hate other people but I like to think that people
like me. Well obviously, everybody does. Well I suppose so.

I think there is a sense in which you have to.....a lot of your

work is public relations.

I still say, and this is after four years, and I began to realise
this about 18 months ago, that the most important part of my job
here is not done in the gym. If I didn't have to teach some classes,
if I didn't have to teach I should go in the gym I would still work
full-time here. Because I have enough to do, but my most important

job isn't going in there teaching its talking to students.

Coming back to an idea that I could identify with you immediately

as soon as you got on to it and I can't see my way clearly to being

able to put it forward as a concrete proposition, Options as they

have actually been applied to schools, as you say, is crap. They

are still boasting to me about it in the sense that Oh we can offer

them trampoline and table tennis and badminton and volleyball.

There is no way that one teacher with a gziven number of children

or pupils can do that efficiently, It's not going to work. He's

zot to stay where he's vulnerable, he's got to stay with that

trampoline no matter what happens so he's not going to do any

badminton, he's not zoing to do any vollevball so its a matter

of giving the toys out and go and they are not ready at that

stage. I think there is a stage where you give the toys out and

and they are responsible enough to make the best use of it, but
not whilgt they are giving options in the 4Lth year this is where

its typically happening. I'm working on this notion. I think that

pupils into the third yvear, most teachers seem to be getting results

of some gort although I agree with you, they are fostering a hostility

to physical education and that's not what its for so that I go along with

this notion but nonetheless there seems to be a warmness, the pupils

seem to be happy to do physical education until about the third year

now then supposing those that want to go on - are you going to do a_

sailing club? 0.K. Are you goinz to do a Badminton club? 0.K. Are you

goipng to do a Badminton c¢lub? 0,K. Are you going to do a Rugby Club
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so that there is the array of real choice but itg going to be

warthwhile. If you go to this soccer club vou just don't give

the balls out lads and play there is going to be a structured

coaching and that's what you're paid for so I would say, "right

I'm happy that you could get a foundation programme of some sort

in the third year; now then I haven't got it properly worked out

yet but I'm wanting to say as the Newsom report said it may well

be_that some teachers may have to work on some sort of shift system,

so_that if vou're given the afternoon off and you are prepared to do

your work in the evening I think it's too crude that as s matter

of fact but it does work in some establishments, I'll take so many

mornings off if T can come in at 2 o'eclock and work until 7 and

this is precisely why at secondary education or P.E. I think there

should be some experiment going on in some comprehensive schools

so that they are committed to this but they are getting the time

off or they are paid extra. Now I would prefer the equivalent time

for a very good reason that vou've reflected on your work, now one
of the things that's horrified me in talking to the teachers, they

Just come in and they're like a series of puppets doing a lot of

jobs that they've been doing for the last X years, not thinking, what

the hell am I doing this for? Now then it may be, as you were at

Aiden, you were working every hour that God sent, you didn't_have

time to reflecto...

You are right, yes. After a while it just becomes habit because you
are so tired, you think, 'well I've done this before last term and
I'11 just do it again and you go on and on and on parrot fashion.
The problems at schools...you see I'm divorced from schools now
and I don't really know the problem, but I would imagine that
there’s such a huge timetabling problem that the idea of options
may be difficult. It works here inasmuch that Gail works two
evenings a week here and she hasc....well yesterday she didn't
come in until 3 in the afternoon. Fabulous. Great. I'm nosey, I
work a couple of evenings but I come in because I hate to miss
anything., I think it does work but you haven't to give too many
options. We haven't a football team here. We haven't a rugby
team, mainly because I don't feel too confident enough to run a
football team, I know nothing about football., In fact I don't like
football, I may be one of the few P.E. teachers who doesn't like
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football so there's no football team, because it holds no interest
in me whatsoever, I can't put my.....I wouldn't like to con people
into thinking I was doing it. I'd make a fool of myself anyway.
There are other people who can do it and students ask me, ‘why no
football team?" And I say,” well, go and sort it out yourself."

We have things here that interest me because I feel that I'm good
at that and I can offer that, so those are the options we offer.
Gail's the same. We have other members of staff who get involved,
not many, disappointingly so, not many. Half a dozen out of maybe
80 so the things that go on, sort of equivalent to extra-curricular
activities are the things that interest staff, are the things that
they are keen on and they've got expertise in and that works.
Anything else doesn't because we just don't have the time. I
can't run a football team;, a rugby team, a basketball team, this
sort of thing. But I do hire part-time teachers to do that. And it
does work and I've never thought about putting this in a school
situation. What a good idea. Because the P.E. teacher will come
and sheke you by the hand and say, well that's fantastic, why not?
Why not do that and I'm sure when I was at school I would have
loved just to break in the monotony of the week of having a morning
off or a morning to come in and just do my own thing because I was
going to work until 7 at night. Aﬁd the kids then, they've got
something to look forward to as a recreational activity. Because
they're going to have to be taught as well how tc use their leisure
time. They are going to have a lot of it, a very lot of it, and
they have to know how to do it. Where to go? Who to ask? How much
to pay? What do they need? Can I join this club? Yes of course you
can, what train do I get to go to the leisure centre? I think this
is a very important part of the awareness of P.E. as well. I don't
know how it would work in a school but T think the idea of a club
activity with somebody who is dead keen, who can impart his or her
enthusiasm on these kids and these kids are going to go home, 'I'm
doing trampolining, it's great mum, fabulous.''Miss so and so is
really good, she loves it and we're doing this and we're doing that,
and we've got four trampolines and we're working, and I'm gonna do
my bronze and then we'‘re going to go down to Wembley to see
competitions and we are going to go here to see this competitioﬁ;

a National coach is coming, we've got films, lovely.' Because that
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"yes we do this, we do that," but I wonder actually in practice,
getting down to the nitty gritty, whether it would work. Whether
we could actually get it to work or whether we could educate the
educators, whether we could get rid of the myths because it does
need a lot of people to think the same way we're thinking to
monitor what they're doing and five or six years time to say
yes, it is working and its a long and slow process, but I'm sure
that it will eventually come just because the time that people
are going to have to spend their leisuwre and I'm sure people in
school are not going to be physically educated they are going to

be educated for leisure. It's going to become so important.

If there are no jobs zoing where's a man going to have dignity?

He might get it through his sailing, through his swimming, through

something else or through his fishing, some sort of recreative

pursuit, But we've got a whole society to break down in attitudes

to work at that level, simply because you can't revolutionise society

overnight., Reform is very slow.

About five or six years ago I went to a lecture by Ron Pickering and
it was about leisure in Germany and I couldn't believe it was on the
same planet. The attitude that they have to recreation and leisure,
And when I went to Sweden last year, their attitude, it was absolutely
amazing. It does upset me the way things are going in this country.
There's just nothing here. In Hucklebrough if you're between 16 and
18 you might as well just dig yourself a hole and crawl in it every
night. There has just been very very recently in the last couple

of weeks, a realisation by members of the council that they are not
doing enough in this town, far sport, recreation and for particular
sports and sports clubs. If a place like Noarthlea or Deanside can get
a sports centre, why can't Hucklebrough? They've got £250,000 tucked
away. The proceeds of a lottery and to my mind they shouldn't be
saving it for their sports centre because they will never ever

have enough. They could build four squash courts now at Millergate
and when they get some more money they could build an outdoor
floodlit kick-around area. Then they could build a sports hall, they
could add on, add on so that the public can actually see something
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being done for them. Because at the moment the people in Hucklebrough

can't see anything being done for them.

I would argue and I'm sure you would too, it's not a matter of

whether they can afford it but can they afford not to have it,

Because otherwise a revolution starts here mate,

Exactly. Well the revolution has started. It must have done, the sports
council did themselves a lot of good a couple of weeks ago. We had a
sportsmans dinner and the direct feed-back from that, because we invited
all the right people, the feed-back-from that was that the Mayor, out
of his own purse had bought a foothall to go with 2 signed football
from Nottingham Forest. He's bought raffle tickets! he's touting

them around the working men's clubs, raffling this lot. All the
proceeds come to the sports council The Mayor wants to give a civic
reception to all the young kids who are nominated for awards, And just
recently there's a new lottery, a new council lottery, started on
Tuesday. And for the first month all the money from that lottery is
going to go to the sports council, They know that is where they are
going to help the people of Hucklebrough and I'm sure that something
good must come out of it. It must do. I am in a privileged position
because I'm Geographically central in the town. I know the set-up

in schools. I know the set-up in F,E., and I'm beginning to learn

the set-up in the Borough, I'm beginning to learn the set-up in

the Sports Council and there is so much that can be done if somebody
would listen aend if there was the money available and that's the

tune - the money. We have some schemes to actually build a sports
centre. There was a lot of publicity a while ago and these body
scanners, a quarter of a million pounds for a body scanner, where

you need a quarter of a million pounds for a mini sports centre.

So why can't they do the same sort of thing? And we've got a lot

of help from local radio and television and we think that we're going
to have to do something if the council don't., And shame them into
doing it. Shame County because Hucklebrough is, as you know, out

on a limb just because of its geographical position, nothing else,

just because of its geographical position,

There’s g

reat bitterness about this amongst the teachers,...
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Well at one time, when I first started, I mean I was appointed

by the Hucklebrough Authority, and it was recognised then to

be one of the best authorities in the country to work for.

It's completely sold down the river, that sort of feeling and

it comes through in money. I couldn't run this department at all
without help from the students association. I get about £1000 a
year to spend from the Authority and when you say a gross of
shuttlecocks is £80 - £90 and we might go through two gross in a
term. Badminton racquets £8 a go; you might go through twenty.
This is where the money goes. I can't afford to buy Badminton posts,
I've just had a quote £590 to mark the gym floor. I can't find
£590 and I do a lot of redistribution of funds in the students
association to get the money to actually run this department and
if I didn't have the contact, there's no way that we would be able
to do the work we're doing.
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Although Mrs. J. has endured much personal stress in the recent
months she nonetheless agreed toc participate in the inguiry.
She is the mogt senior member of the P.E., teachers in the town
having taught twe of the younger P.E. tcachers who are now town

colleagues.

I am sensitive the grief that you have experienced and I know

that you can't leave your grief at the school gate.

I tried to do that but I found it silly to try to do that.

The burglaryeese.l think that was Jjust about the final stroke.

I can remember when my husband had his heart attack in May and

going home to (Ewropean Country) in the summer time and finding

my little neice completely round the bend,

Oh dear.

coseehnd Now 2 days....l just felt that that was the last straw,.

I think I almost went round the bend myself. I was lucky because

I did go to Doctor....and she said that she had done just about
everything that she could and that she would need to refer me to
another kind of psychiatric treatment. It was such a shock...Even
the electric shock that they would have administered to me could
not have been more of a shock than that was....than him suggesting
that dreadful treatment that had destroyed my 21 year old neice...of
all people T know him....only one year ago that she had the treatment
and she is only 21. He said that was the only way to help me,

Look I have my heart broken in two,...there was nothing wrong with
me., I shall come out of the E.C.T. and my husband will still be
dead and my house will s3ill be broken into,....there is nothing
wrong with me....Tell me anyone who hgs hed the crosses to bear...
the kind of crosses like I have....Show me a man or a woman who
wouldn't be really depressed. Everybody would be depressed....So 1

went back to my own Doctor....l refused the treatment and everything.



Fu47/2

But that woke me up...realising that I am wallowing in 'self

pity' and it is high time that I am coming out of it.... hecause

my Derling John up in heaven would never forgive me himself if his
death resulted in me going into g mental home. And nobody but
myself can help me get out of it. And I made a resolution that
Tuesday nightes..three weeks ago that I will try to avoidecoss

when I feel the depression coming on, I try to block my mind...

I brain wash myself..ss.and I press it back and T press it back

for John's sake, I can't help the things in my housee.s..If it's
gone, it's gone..... It all belongs to the past....lt is no good
grieving over it. I have my 1little grandchildren to live for.

And with the Grace of God I am managing to continue. But if you
had interviewed me at that time it would have been completely
different from today because I was really really down. But now

I feel that I am perfectly calm and I can tell you my honest

and true experiences....my honest true feelings. I feel that I

am that kind of teacher that used to call teaching a vocation,

I have always loved children...This is why I went to the doctor
because I found myself shouting at the children....But the worry

of the burglary and the fear that they would come back was that
much on my mind a fortnight after the burglary thaet I took it out

of the children.....l had no patience with them. T thought..c..
"Now that's not you.....I love children....." This is why I went
for the help of a doctor. Anyway that's all gone. I'm back with the
children,.,.It is all alright now. Why I would like to talk to you
iSeeo.why I feel that this whole education system is goingoes.l
haven't got all that much time to go on working....But I do have
grendchildren. And I feel for their education. I feel for all

those lovely little children....who come in first and second year,
And you know that if they had different circumstances....to grow

up in different circumstances....they would grow into healthy well
balanced mature persons. And what they are going to turn out like?
Because some of the VIth formers who we are turning out....they

are returning and talk. A couple of years that I haven't seen them...
I just don't recognise them in any way.....their thinking. You see..
I don't know why in this world that a bad example is so much easier
to follow., With the best of intentions, there are some people taking
the easy way out, They will not help to maintain the standards. They
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will let me try ‘o establish the standards I brought from

St. Bride's school. They let me work to a stand still,

I can't put myself amongst that lot. Because I try, even now,
to teach the same way I did at the convent., And time and time
again, I say to myself, "T am wasting my energy". I tell you
why. Because there is no continuation (continuity of teacher/
pupil relationship) in this school, I started first year.,
Second year I slogged myself to form = good base for these
children in Physical Education. I feel that what I teach in
physical education the children love it. Even children who

are now 30 and 40 years old....when you meet them....they
remember the wonderful lessons they had with me., Bang comes the
third year and I never see those children again. By the time
I meet them again in the Vth year....they are a passive apathetic....
not interested they are a dead loss. Why? Because their lessons
have never been taught....they are questioned about what dress they
are wearing....or why they are not doing P.E, I expect that by

the time they are in the Vih forwm they should have the habit of

the right gear and get on with the lesson. We have 211 this to do
otherwise they will play truant.......Net spend 10 minutes with
thege horrible showers....l am talking now of the Junior Site...
Oh, I wish that you would come down Mr., Hughes and have a look

at iteveeees The Facilities down there.,.I have been unfortungte...
for these past seven years most of my timetable wus down there...l
didn't mind it too much because I love the juniors to teach. 3But
their changing facilities.....we are spreading verrucas in that
place. Two showers....and I have been told that I have to get

the children a shower.,..Because I was the only one who did not....
Well it is no good. Either we a2ll do it or it is no good. But you
know every time I do it...start putting on those two showers...and
give the children the towels...l Jjust look at that filthy floor...
similar to that one (pointing to a very uncared for floor in the
room)...and the children with their bare feet walking on it...And
two little cubicles......a changing room not as big as this room
(some 10 £t. byl2 ft)
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I can see that it pains you doesn't it?

It really troubles me. So many children have to change in there

with one small bench....wet floors....You see I have been watching
this for seven yvears. And I have been told at the beginning...."this
is only temporary" ..... "we are going to get a new building'"....and
lock at it after seven years have passed. Nothing has improved.

And of course when the weather is bad and the children cannot have
their lesson outside, I cannot tell you how many games lessons I
spent last year indoors. There wes not even a classroom free where

I could take them. Now this year I have one or two lessons that have
been missed because of bad weather, but thank God this year 1 have
never had to stay in that nasty little cubicle,..there has always

been a classroom for me.

I can see that you are very troubled by all this. It must have gone

through your mind..,It is clear that you are a very determined person...

you will not zive in, Yowr stary is one of strenzth through the power

of your faith or by the power of your mind...you have overcome the

hammering that vou have'had° It is an extraordinary storv.

Not quite overcome. I try., I try my best. You see....at night times
when I am alone and I say my prayers, I have my little cries....l
would be a liar to say that I have overcome.,....But I try to keep

nere at school to make these pupils believe that I have overcome.

But _for vou to be able to talk to me ag we are Now.....is evidence

of enormous human strength. You must have considered getting away

from here to a school where your talents could be used..,.You clearly

believe that vou have enormous energy.....you have enormoug goodness

to share ar give to so many children., So I can't understand....lou

must explain to me why it is that you have stayed in that school.

Because yvou would have been so welcome in other schools where the

facilities would hsve been better.....and children anxious to feed

from you.

It is so simple....the answer. When I left the Convent in 1973, my

Headmistress who was my personal friend, Mother (named) A, she had a
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nervous breakdown....trying to fight to keep the Convent going.

And she lost. She was an angelic perscn. T was in her house, St.
Brides house, all my life....before she ever became a Headmigtress,
For ten years exactly......We were the greatest friends. 4 most
lovely nun....Lkoved sport and anything to do with sport. Then in
1968 she became Headmistress. So, for four years, she was Headmistress,
And she was diligent and devoted, most wonderful, tiny but strong
person, Towards me she never changed. Whenever I went into Mother
A's office, she loved me because she knew that I loved my Jjob and
the children. She would tell me her worries and I told her mine.
AndAthen in 1970 when we knew that we were going to go Comprehensive
and that the Convent would have t¢ go......She worked so hard....
the best results ever we had of '0' levels and 'A' levels....they
were always marvellous....It was a very united and devoted staff,
Poor Mother A's heart crumbled. And she had to go to Switzerland
for a long time....almost & months,...Put when she came back....l
don't know what kind of treatment she had but she had & months
complete rest before she came back. And that was her last year.,
And it was a very sad year...to see that wonderful Convent built

up over 90 years to see it run down. Then came sbhout our interview-
ing....And I remember sgying to her after I had been interviewed
"Mother when are you interviewed?" She said, "I won't be interviewed"...
"T will be moved around I think,.." North West I think she had to
£0.+c0oteaching French., "Oh Mother", I said, "Why are you not
coming".....To think of it our Headmistress is not coming. All the
rest of the schools their Headteachers were moving to the new
schools. One person had only been a Depuiy for one year. She said
that Reverend Mothers change differently.....Those who come will

be alright and we will be looked after....it will be alright. Anyhow
at that point she asked we...."I leave my pupils to your charge."

I do not know whether she said it to Miss E. And this is the simple
reason that the last year was the last year of the Convent children,
Now I must tell you this...that when I was only teaching only two
years in this set-up, my zirls who were fifth form at that time,

they saw that I had gone under. A beautiful set V Science they were.
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They all knew why I stayed, because I have told them....They were
Mothers Class before. And those children before Christmas came to
M€.oes.1 had my resignation written out...I still got it at home.
Asked me would I forget about them.....but go away to another

school because this school was going to destroy me, They could

see the pein I was enduring. They could see that I was fighting

and so on. They were intelligent enough children and we had
beautiful results that yvesr as well, Clever girls, AND I said No....
I promised Mother A. that I have to stay. And then I overcome that
hurdle...that year because it was the second year that was this
Autumn Term......and after that I kept trying to accept what was
going on., I don't want to mention names but....l find that because
of being so keen and interested....loving the children, T becume
very unpopular amongst the staff, One of them already gone, I don't
know whether it was Jealousy on their part or not but anyhow, it
came to it that the third year when we started I hed my Convent
children taken away from me.,..the Vth and,VIE§>form taken away

and given to thisz other teacher.... to Judy, because Judy had
been my own child...to the young one who has just come. And that
young one was the most arrogant person that I have ever come
across...but she was young, so....4nd she knocked me whenever she
¢ould, She really made me feel that I cannot work any longer with
that young teacher. When we used to come to Athletics competition....
Of course my athletics team was Just brought upwards from the first
year...they come right away through. When they were in the IVth form
level she was going to change my teams....my netbell teams...who had
won tournaments years going....changed my relay teams putting up
other children up into it...and you know about relay teams the

ttake over' is 311 important...you may have & faster runner but the
take over is crucial....Well I would not let 1t happen....Well it
came to personal blows. And I alweys took everything so deeply. I
was advised "Look she is the young one you should he sitting back.,"
"o" T said, "I cannot sit back until my own kids....well I had

done the hard ground work I have the right to reep the benefit of

it when they are in the Vth and VIth forms." So that year when I

(1) an experienced F.E. colleague
(2) & P.B. colleague (probationer).
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had my Vth and VIth Form taken awey from me....,I went to Father D.
and I told him about it. And T demand my own Convent children back.,
And T had a very nasty answer. "I had no right to ask"....because of
it be started to put me down to the jJunior side....kids who just come
up from Primery School. Another member of staff....a Deputy Headmaster...
said, "Well we know about you being a hard worker....so we put you
down there to get the foundation done down there." Well you know
when you are getting on this is not easy...sometimes I indulge in
self pity thinking that I am nearly killing myself down there....

and everybody else is reeping the benefit...so that when my teaching
colleagues get the Vth and VIth form they can play with the children
eosome have wonderful Volleyball lessons....or Gymnastic and they
can see them to their high level....And I am missing all that. Also

I am missing the contact that I built up in the early years.

And you know the older girls when they have finished their exams come
back to the younger children to help me teach the juniors...They used
to ask me, "Mrs. Jordan what are you doing, can we come down there?"
And those who intended going to training college....l would give

them four or five girls....."Now will you teach them discus throwing?"
They then made life easy.....Because they really paid me back all
that I had done for them. But anyhow from that onward...That was the
only year that I have complained....In all the years I have been
teaching., After the Headmaster treated me like that I went to the
Deputy Headmaster and said that at the time..."I feel that I am not
getting a fair deal." "I am not looking after other veople's

free tine....I don't care if T haven't got any, but I feel that it

is a little bit hard that at my age I get all the outside lessonss.
after I was getting the trouble with my neck. Double outside
lessons...when there is no possibility to go anywhere else...So when
it was raining you lost your lesson. I can really say that my children
are very distressed when they are missing them. Last week we had the
Bishop here and the kids were coming and complaining, "Mrs. C. we
have missed our lessons because it is singing practice...." I said
to the children "What can I do....I can't fight with the Head..."

But it is grod far you to know that the children look forward to
their P.E. lessons....the children who love your lessons. But to go

hack to the other part.c....
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I have just had another try later on....Octoberish.....l thought
after the Headmaster telling me straight at the beginning that I
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that in October I shall go round to the Deputy Headmaster and see
whether my timetable could be eased up...because 1t was s dreadful
timetableo, it was a real killer. And even my own two colleagues
thought that it wes very unfair...only first second and third

year and nothing further up. Now that was really a year that I
felt...."Oh I could brezk my promise to Mother A." For the

simple reason...l cannot he more useful for the kids because

they are not mine any more. I am down here {abt the Junior site)

and they are 211 up here. So I said I will have one more try.

And T came out bluntly about the unfairness of my timetablc...

T told thet it was causing me to be very distressed, Causing me

to heve a lot of trouble with my neck....myv own health came into

it as well. Of course my husband was still alright in those days.
I dearly wanted to continue with one of the Vth forms. I would have
saecrificed one of my first or second year clasges to do that,.

And then I had the rudest treatment that I have ever had from a
gentleman....He smashed his fist onto the table in front of me
saying "that it's taken him I don't know how long to do those
timetables snd if I don't like it I know what I can do."eoeso
(Pause) And T was sitting just like you and I are now and one of
my colleagues who has since died....Migs M; she died at the

age of 38 only.....Four months after my husband with cancer in

her stomach, poor soul,; last summer. She happened to come in to see
the Deputy Headmaster...and she came in, I didn't hear her knocking,.
I just sat there. She said afterwards, "What's wrong with you?"

"I have never seen you so demoralised...As when you were sitting
there. What has happened?" T just said that I have had a little
discussion.....'"But you were completely demoralised" she said.

I said, "I was". Well after this....my previously written note

of resignation was still there...the date wasn't on it so J. said,
"Please give it in, It is going to destroy you that school.” I
still today wonder why I did not give it in, I don't know....The
promise to Mother A. or may the hope that the following year I
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might get the girls. Now that I have spoken about it....they

(the heads of the school) may remember the following year,

And T might get a few of them back. I haven't had the VIth

Form since '73, Last year the form that I had as class~mistressce..
they kept me going the following year....they were a Vth form. I

was terribly happy about that in 1976 and they really kept me

going if I didn't teach them. They were a very nice class and

I had them through their G.C,E. Then as time was going on I

kept thinking......Well maybe once the young teacher has gone...

she was going to get married and leave....Il thought that,/well Judy
and I we understand each other. We have always worked hand in hand...
she 1s a wonderful person. 3o when the young person has gone we
could be happy again.' So I decided to stay and stick it. You see

I am not such a long way off retirement,....and that is the reason
why I stayed. Mother A, 'phoned me on the very day that I had

to see the Doctor when he told me that T had to have the E.3.
treatment....That very evening. She hasn't 'phoned me since before
last Christmas., She said, "For days I've been thinking about you.
Something t0ld me that something was wrong with youc...and I

decided to 'phone today." T told her what the Doctor had said

and she said, "Don't let them do it." "Sister Dear" I said, "I

have already had such a long talk with myself....I have no intention
of taking the treatment". That was wonderful....l said to her, "I
feel that I have done what you asked from me because the children
have gone out now and left this school and I did look after them,"
After that very distressing talk with the Deputy Headmaster I decided
to have dinner time practices......Volleyball for the VIth form so
that I could keep the contact with them. And some of the 3rd and 4th
Years I gave them extra trampoline in dimner +imes...And the netball
I carried in on with, So they were so good that I got them through
the tournaments and they won the touwrnament and then I said, "Right...
that's finished". Then down at the Juniors I started with a little first
vear to train. The first year won the Town Shield...first time ever
since we started in this school. But last year when my husband died,
I couldn't carry on., And the junior teacher took over...and the
children got nowhere. But now I really feel that my training days
(extra curricular activities) are finished, and I leave it to them.

I am reconciled on those two grounds.
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When I look back I believe that I had a naive belijief in

education and physical education and over the years I look

beck at generations of pupils taken and vou say "What have

I done for them?",......and "whet is physical education doing

for them?" T am sure that you do the same sort of thing, And gt

the end of the day my answer is not satisfactory;it doesn't add

up_to the things that I believed in. Do you reflect back and assess

what has eleven years of physical education has done for them?

Oh ves definitely. Yes. Yes. Now this is what used to be the most
beautiful most rewarding thing when I was teaching at the Convent,
That the children with their babies came back and remembered the
lessons....talked about the lessons., Remembered the skiing trips
and itemised it as the best holiday of their lives, And I had

that, not from one, but from hunfreds. Since I am at this school...
and T see them at the fourth year, completely uninterested...getting
into different hands. I don't see the young teachers...my own son

is the same.. they will not put themselves out for the sake of the
children., They all try the easiest way out because they all feel
that we are underpaid...But this is what I was referring to that

I feel....for me physical education teaching was nsver a job to

be paid for. It was a vocation. And I don't feel that the vocation
is in very many teachers around. And the children are suffering by
it. There is no continuation in ohysical education which let's

say the least important of things in their 1life. I have never said
this but but I was teaching at the Convent because they always said
"In o healthy body there is a healthy mind," And if a child has

an obstacle in front of her, and that child overcomes the fear of
that obstacle I have helped her character., Not because she has got
over the box.,....But I have got her character improved the fear...

T mean all the life is nothing but obstacles....And they have to
overcome them,Not jump over ites..but in the long way. And I often
say to the children when they have fear, "this is where the physical
educetion is of value." "You are afraid to do this and that and
eventually I will bring you along." And I say "Don't you feel
wonderful?" and the children will come back and say, "Oh yes Miss...

Oh it is wonderful...." They love it. Now I say this is what the



F.47/11

character value of physical education is....It iz in the teaching.
Your character is improved by the physical education teaching.....
you have overcome the fear....in your own mind you know that if
you work hard at it you will win. Because that is all that life

is all about. Obstacles and you have to overcome them., And it

is very personal thing. You see, you have to give a lot of yourself
all the time. Now I find that junior teachers who don't....They
are Jjust there to read the register....there to perform a lesson...
At the Convent I never had such a thing as a "free period's....I had
no such things as dinner hour. And I had no such things as going
home at & o'clock. Because I loved my things and the children
loved it. I had a2ll the classes possible. I didn't even have an
Easter Holiday, because every Easter Holiday we were at Norway
skiing. Regularly as clockwork. I mean I had to limit the number
depending on the number of teachers who were willing to come and
supervise....and give up their holiday. I could take hundreds of
children because they were that keen to come. The number of teachers
was the restriction. About 5 pupils to each teacher. I found that
that was about the best number. It was then o holiday for everybody.
If there had been more pupils then there was too much stresses..lf
somebody got injured. But with 5 to a teacher and one got injured
then the other teachers could share the pupils without any extra

strain,

1 often felt thataweek Youth Hostelling or camping and climbing

or skiing I was doing more good than in the rest of the veares.s

I wonder whether vou feel that? You give me the impression that

you are so devoted to the children.....their physical education

was simply a means of fostering and supporting the children's

personality.....00 vou feel strongly about that?

Yes T do. Because during those ten days or fortnight holidays
you got to know the children., You alweys get to know very well
nmy athletes.,..My Tennis teams....you get closer to them through
the after school matches and that kind of exzperience....We would

travel and chatter from one side of the town to the other....The
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The children really came to you. They knew that you were for

them. They told me their troubles, Sometimes I would know

about their troubles hefore their parents did and they would

ask for my advice. Yes I would certainly give up a week of
physical education to take them to camp. Especially deprived
children. Those who have nothing much else...their family life,
going home to a cold house...and mey be go out to the fish and
chip shop and maybe a drunken mother and father coming home 2t the
night time....Because I am afraid that we have got loads of those
kinds of families. Tf they were there for a week. They would come
back...it would be the most beautiful holiday of their lives, And
they need so little to make them happy. A1l they need is somebody

to care and listen to them.

I can see that vou miss this relationship because of the sheer

complexity gnd the size of the present school. You had this ability

to build a relationship over a period of time and now you don't have

the same continuityv....Yes you do miss it very much.

And you see at the Convent when the children go to the VIth form

we always had o games captain,..a Netball captain...sthletic
Captains...Now those VIth formers....you taught them for five
years....and they really repaid you., They came back down and they
helped you when they had free periods...l have always had VIth formers
during my lessons...they would help in gymnastics...they would support
and help. They knew how to do it you know...And I don't think that
anything was more rewarding than that. My previous Headteachers

vhen they saw the older pupils there in the gymnasium they would say,
"If these girls fail their exam it is because they are spending too
much time with Mrs. J." But they only came for one lesson to relieve
the strain of study. There was nothing more rewarding than that,

This is what T am really trying to say, in here I haven't got it
because you see there is no continuity. There never will be continuity.
The Deputy Headmaster's idea is that the more personglities that teach
the children the more the children get used %o different characters,

different types of people. And there is something in that argument.
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It is true that the teachers are different. It is good for them
that in the first year they have this kind of & teacher. Second

year they have that lkind of a teacher,

But & stable relationship is all important.. Did you do your

professional training in Hungary?

Yes., I went to University. From the age of 15 til 19.At first I
became a teacher....l went into a Teacher Training College in
Hungery, it is five years. And I have a diploma for that. Then
after that I went to a University of Sports....There is only one

in Budapest. Hungary's population in those days was about 10m.

Now from all the provinces all the boys and girls are coming to

try for the entrance,..which is a very very hard exam. Every year
only 20 boys and 20 girls were accepted from something like 200

boys and 200 girlg. Now I must admit to you that I would never have
been accepted if it had not been for my father. My Grandfather was
the founder of the most famous football eclub in the Country. My
father was the director of it of course. And he lived for that....
team. .. .playing in RBurope and the World Cup and all that kind of
thing. But anyhow my father being such a sportsman and my grand-
father....l definitely knew why I got into that University....the
family traditions....l have been so lucky. I was passionate about
sport but there were cleverer children. You had to do gymnastics.

You had to do athletics. You had to play tennis. You had to swim
which I was very good at. You had to play basketball which I was also
good at. But gymnastic I was not 211 that good at all. There were
much better tennis players. And then we had to write essgys and English
language which I was good at s0....We all had to write a paper...l
wrote about (named author) his life and his work (Flaywrite of the
equivalent of Shakespeare....) I had recently studied him and it was
all &t my finger tips. I wrote a good essay on that...there was no
difficulty on that. Then we had the interview, And again the Head of
the University was my Father's best friend, So I couldn't do very

many things wrong there,

Did vou teach in Hungary?
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I did not....No., I did three full years of my university. At

the end of the second year we had graduated....four subjects =
Biology, we were just about half Doctors....History of Sports,
Philosophy and a Language. They were 21l written and oral exams.
And T am very proud to tell you that frow the 20 beoys and the 20

girls I was the only one to get the "A' grade for all four.

You speak with such warwth ghout this....It is a tonic to me.

Don't be angry with me for this story....I got acceptance becsuse

of my father but the results I got through my own hard work. I

was going to prove to 211 the other kidg that I was worth my
position. They used to tell me,...O0h I did get it, You know what
children zre, Then T got into third year and finished the third
year...and then I got into the fourth year which was the star group...
pupil teaching. We worked in there until the end of October....And
then the Russians came in. They were only 25 miles out ®f Budapest...
and the Principal....Ob T still see that day... He called us together
into the sportshall...This was October 1S44.. And brought us all
together and said.....You mugt remember that there were something

in the order of 125 boys and about 100 girls from different provinces.
And he said that because there were so many pupils from the Provinces.o..
not from Budapest itself...he can no longer take the responsibility
this terrible responsibility upon his hands. He would have fto release....
especially those people who were living in those areas....half of
Hungery was alreedy occupied...some of the students already could

not go home, Some had already been released to go home early., You

see all those young girls they were a terrible responsibility to the
Principal. I shall never forget when he had to tell us that our
University had to close. I remember one or two of us fourth year

"What's going to happen. %We have done our graduating exam-

we said,
inations...we are in the fourth yesar..we had finished our studies....
only practical and teaching practice to complete...Are we going to
to get our Diplomas?" I remember that he said that once the war is
over you will come back....and we will see what is going to happen.

And you see I fled from Hungary and never got back.
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But....you know ofter T got morried in 1947 and in 1949 when my

son was boOrne....and in two years later I started to teach in
Hucklebrough. Just Youth Club work. The lady who was in charge in
Hucklebrough, Miss L, she said "If you can get vour qualification
over.....well it would be so much better...I could give you full
salery, So I wrote to my mum whoe went to the University....Quite

a few of my friends had returned and finished their training. And
they got their Diplomas...The University had been closed for two
years because Budapest was completely destroyede....But the documents
were there. Thank God they had not been destroyed. So I got my paper
to say that I was at the University all the three years...it detailed
21l the examinations and the results..And then it gaid that in the
fourth year she was enrolled...but she discontinued her studies.
Which I thought was very unfair. Because T didn't discontinue

it, They stopped it. So later on I asked my mother...Bul you see it
is & Communist Regime...ond under that Regime I was glad that I got
that much out. It took me five years to 1955. And then in September
1955 my son was ready to go to school. I took him to the Convent.

It was a different Headmistress at the time. She said would I be

able to afford it? You see it was £10 per term. It was a lot of
noney at that time....1955, I said that "Well even if I starve,

my child would get the best education. Because I had the best
education.” And I was Jjust going out of the office and she called
me back and asked me whgt kind of education I had received. So I
told her. I told her that I was teaching in a Youth Club that I was a
physical education teacher....and had University Training. Because
at that time it was only two year training in England. She said to

me that if T could get all those papers translated "I could do with

a teacher..." she said. So, with my son, I started. But it was not
until 1957 that the Hungarian authorities gave me the full details

of my qualifications. And she got me properly qualified... So my
qualification date is October 1957. So the first year T taught

there and then the following year I had toc leave because I was
expecting my second child. And in 1956 when there was that Hungarian
uprising T lost my baby in heartbreak. I nearly died myself because I
had a dreadful heamorrage....Anyway God got me through and the following



FoL7/16

year....Mother Cecelia called me back...and from there on I have

never looked back again,

So_you have tausht continuously since 19577

Yes.

A most interesting story

And all just through the Nuns. A1l the goodness that they have
done for me. Once they geve me four months of my salary all at
once so that we could buy a house. I owe it all to them. My
qualificetion was far superior to any English gqualification. But
it needed g recommendation....that my English was good enough at
the time to be able to teach in England. It was far from being
good. But I could always sey to the children, "Look this is what

I mean." And I would show it to them. I was alweys that type of
teacher. I loved to perform....for the children...,.But, funnily,
English children are different from the Hungarian children.

The Hungarian children loved it and expected the P,E. teacher

to do this., The first and second children even now I will show it
to them instead of talking a lot....or on the beam if I want to do
something. But further up the school in the third or fourth year
level up they hate it. Becauge they think that you are better than
they are. It was so much better in the Convent school...Here at

this school they reglly resent a demonstration like that.

As far as I can see there are two young men who will turn sour....

they ere so bitter and angrv.....What do you think ig going to be the

future of this department?

This is the hardest question and if it is completely just between
you and me then I give you a little light on it. Everybody resents
B, He is not the Head of Department that we should have., T took this
job personally because it was Mr. K. Head of the P.E. Department
when this school began. He was teaching at the Grammar School and T
came to work under him. I was second in command. Mr. K. then got the

job of looking after the discipline of the whole school as well,
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It was such an enormous job far him....because of the horrible

boys thet we had inherited from (named school) thet he gave this

one up. And then expecting me getting it...I was pushed aside

by the Father for the simple reason that they wanted the foothall

to go on and that was not a job for a woman.....B. got it. And I
resented it. I had almost a fight over it. That was the kind of

crisis that I told you about when my own pupils told me to pack

it in,..Eventually I stayed because Father agreed that he is only
above me...I am running the women's departmente..He is only above me
to buy the goods we need, but he does not tell the girls what to do...
But that didn't work. We spent more time....(hesitated). Well anyhow...

I can see that it is two departments

It is football and it is football....football. And the boys hate it.

You are such a devoted teacher,..

But then I was dropped from second in command.....Judy has a

good way with him., I did not want in any way to continue in

that way. I am completely out of political tension now., To tell
you the henest truth I felt that I got hurt so many times by his
rudeness that it is better if I am out of the way. Our discussion
is as limited as it possibly can be. I know their teaching in my
eyes 1s not teaching., So I close my eyes. It is not my business.
They are really too young. But if they are alright for the

Head and the rest...Who am I to criticise. We had = man a couple
of years ago who really did try. But I know that he lost interest
because he said that , "if you don't get a good example why should
I try." The women's department is completely different. Believe
me we work hard. And little Elaine is trying....tons better than the
other one was. It was her first year last year and has a lot to
learn. She watches how T teach and is thorocughly enjoying it. And
she is writing down what T am doing with the kids, She will be

alright you know,.
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It seems that there is 'education' takine place in one half

of the department and football coaching in the other.

It isn't even coaching. They just let them play.

What do you do to get the school out of your system?

T never do.

You never turn yvour back on the system?

I never do.

You don't have an interest in paintineg or singing or music or

something like that?

T love music.....but I don't know,...Believe it or not when I
used to teach at the Convent...When I came back from Hungary
I used to die to get back to the school....a couple of days before
the start to go in and meet all my colleagues. I knew that my
Headmistress would be there.,.and all the rest of the Nuns. But
all that is different now. At the end of the long holiday...o0he..
no longing to go back now., Once I am back and once you have met
the children then it is good. I have a few staff friends but the
otherseecosses

(interruption st this point)
hen my husband wes 2live.,..he loved television., I don't.
I don't very much care for television. I love knitting during the
winter time. Bul during the summer time,..Spring time as soon as

T can, T get into the garden.

You sound to have a lovely honme,

Tou will have to come and see, I would love you to come.
(Personal story of the Mass conducted in the large room of the house.,.
writh many personal friends....But incomplete because of absent

grandsOhe...."It shows that in this world there is no perfect happinasd§
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Many thanks for vour most generous help...l do hope that

vou don't feel that it has been too much of an intrusion

I really feel that this education....it's biggest trouble is
just its number. And the lack of continuity...You ask many
of the other teachers they will tell you the same thing. It

is a real problem.

End of Recording

No Tollow-up Comments.
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I'1] start by saying are you happy? I've got the impression that this
department is in a terrible state in terms of relationships and there

is no way that T think I could feel happy here in it, I would be

VeIYseseod couldn't rest in it, and I thought this is no place for a

person like yourself, who is just embarking on the profession, but
id that, I might be making a very bad assumption. That's

your first guestion, Professionally are you happy?

having sa

I'm happy with the teaching, I'm happy with the kids, but as you

say, the department is not settled. Heather said she's told you

about what's happening. If it had been me I don't think I would

have mentioned it, you know what I mean, because its not for wme to

say whal's going on between other people. But it is making difficulties
with the kids because they zre taking the whole of us on one basis and
lumping us altogether and you get the situation where the kids are
making references to our private lives which should never be made,

T don't know how to treat it, I don't pretend that I've got enough
experience to know how to treat it, T don't know what to say to them,
I just ignore them. I can't say no it's not happening, T can't say
yes it is, but it's nothing to do with you. You can't admit that, you
can't deny it, I just don't know what to do. Obviously the older kids
know more than the younger kids but even in the 2nd year they know,

I think they've accepted ib in some ways which is amezing really,

it's just sort of accepted. You do get the odd comments sort of

once a week that really throw you, really shock you and it means

how do you tell kids about morals and all the rest of it, how do you set
your own standards. You know, they'll make references to boyfriends
that I've got or...and obviously I've never given them any reason to
say things like that but it's just going on, It is, it's dreadful,

It's very difficult.

It really is and I say, "I'm a married lady what are you talking about?"
You know, as if to say marriage is sacred but it isn't tothem.

I saw this as the number one difficulty to a smooth operating d.ega.rtment
to a smooth o

to succeed, you are wantig to enjoy your teach::.ng but of course unless
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you enjoy it you're not going to get the best out of it. So I had
to come to this one first because there's no use in playing about.
How far do think, you've explained that the pupils make asides the

kind of remark that you're not sure who said it, why but nonetheless

it was meant to be audible,

It's blatant.

Can you give me an example, you see because if this affair were

going on and not affecting the profession it would have no interest
to me at all, only insofar as this is a reality and marring your

effectiveness,

The last time, at the end of last week in the Baths and Elain and

I were teaching, no she was teaching and I had come up for something,
up to the baths, and T had my dog with me, he's been here three
times the last two weeks because my husband has been on another

farm and I don't like to bring him, it makes it really difficult

for me to have to look after him and the kids but the kids love it
because if there is one not doing P.E. and its a nice day you can
send it for a walk round the field, but I had come up and I had the
dog with me and it was a fourth year, she said, "ah miss can I have
a look at your dog?" And they were all stroking him and one said to
Elaine, "Have you got a dog miss?" And she said "no, I'm out all day
it wouldn't 8o far me to have a dog, there's nobody to look after
it." And this girl says "well get Taylor to look after it for you."
And she just turned round and went into the room. And she didn't
think about it, she didn't think she had said anything wrong, Jjust
between you look after it and Elaine just turned round end walked

into the room.

So they ere confronting Elaine directly with it?

She's ignoring it though. Completely. She's not said anything, you

knowe

You wouldn't know her at college at all would you?
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No. When I came here, the first year I enjoyed it and I enjoyed
the first six weeks of this term even better than last year becauss
for a week or two I didn't cotton on because I never imagined and
I knew Robert didn't have his car so he was borrowing Elaine’s and
I just never cottoned on, Heather told me in the end and T just
ignored it, I thought it has nothing at all to do with me and I
thoroughly enjoyed the first six weeks, I never stopped;

afternoons and nights, every lunch time every night I had a
practice or something and I went home at the end of the half term
thinking, "this is fantastic". I really was on top of it then of
course you come back after half term, you can't have any nights 'cos
it's too dark and it got worse and worse and Elaine's netball has
completely deteriorated and I think it's directly concerned with
this. The kids are refusing to play far her.

They'll have no respect for her in the end.

I've been over there, bvefore you came. I wanted to watch her
netball far half an hour. She didn't start till 10 past then
she asked them not to go in because she had had some trouble
last night, she wanted to sort it out, so I've seen nothing of
what she's done and it's just a case of....like the kids are
dropping out one by one she's almost re-organised the fourth
and fifth year teams which she's in charge of and she's got
kids in who haven't got a background of netball team work,

and in my eyes they are just not up to it. And she's playing
them at Town level. Our school is representing the Town this
year, they are not up to it but all good kids are dropping out.
They have no time far her, they say she's not putting the effort
into it, she's half dead and all the rest of it, which is just
true. What can you do? It's awful.

What was your firsgt vear like? Tell me from when you left college,

With the exams being when they were, I wanted to put a1l my effort

into my exams and I didn't apply for any jobs. I knew I was getting
married in the August, I knew I was living in Heppleton end I knew
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I was getting married in the August, I knew I was living in
Heppleton and I knew I couldn't apply anywhere else but this

area. A.H. (Student) had a dozen interviews if she had one,

I couldn't feel that I would do justice to interviews and exams

if I did both, so I didn't. I did nothing, I didn't start applying
until June., It was June when I put my first application in for a
one in Marton and one in Houghton and I got interviews for both
but I never got the jobs and thensecec...

Are they both in County?

Yes. J.T. from college, she got the job at Houghton.

And you were in for the same job?

Yes but they wanted maths and I had no maths. He wanted so

many periods a week of maths and J. had done the maths I think at
college. I was disappointed because I had done a B.Ed. and she
hadn't and it really flawed me. Anyway I went home....oh, in the
Avgust I got married and in the beginning of September I got a
telephone call asking me to go to Darton far an interview with
the Headmaster of St. Patrick's and he's a lovely man, he's
fantastic. Anyway there had been a death, the P.E. teacher had
died of a heart attack during an asthma attack, very suddenly,

26 years old and they obviously needed somebody who could start
straight away so I hadn't applied for supply work but they gave

me a term and I had been there just a few weeks when this job

came up and I applied for it. And I said to the Headmaster that
I would like to stay at Darton and he said being a non-catholic,
he said, "if you take the faith basically you can have the job,."
He said I was just what he wanted. I had done theology at college
s0 I mean I'm not an atheist or anything like that but he couldn't
say that I would definitely get the job because it would go to a
catholic. 8o I came here. The Headmaster from Houghton phoned me
up at Darton and said, "apply for this job," he said, I'm 'phoning
the Headmaster, it should be yours”so it really boosted my confidence,

after not getting it. So I put an application form in here and came
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for interview. I think that was on the Wednesday and they asked
me to start on the Monday.

That would be in the January?

o this was in September, no November. I worked from September to
November at Darton. I started here on November 5th because they
would release me being only on a supply basis. And I said to

the Headmaster here, I don't want to let him down but they said

I can get someone else temporary for there. Don't let that put

you off, so I took it. I had to, it was closer to home and everything,
So this one I think was my job before I came because I had been
interviewed at County, the P.E. Adviser had obviously liked me but
for those two jobs I just hadn't fitted in properly and I had met
Heather at a Netball match and she said, "there's no point coming

on an interview", she said, "there's a married lady from Castle
Bishop getting the Jjob." I said, "Oh there can't be two of us in
far it," Obviously the P.E. Adviser had wanted me to start with so
that was alright. And when I started here in the November I was a
bit worried because Heather had said it was really rough and it was
going to be no piece of cake and when I came to look round, you have
got to really look for a uniform, there's no uniform or anything like
that and she said it's not uncommon to have fights and knives and
things like that; which it isn't., So I was a bit worried but there
was no way I was going to be put off. I was definitely coming.

The first year I fitted in easily, I thought the department was fine
and I got on with Heather, I got on with Elaine, Robert mixes more
with the girls than the boys, he doesn't get on with the other side
so all his gear's in the girls room and it just seemed to be a cosy
foursome, everybody just seemed to get on. I never see Clive, you
know, when I do see him it's just the odd word. I just enjoyed it,
and that was it. And then this year it has all just blown up around

my ears.

How much time have you spent talking to anybody about P.E. other
than Heather? Do you talk much to Heather about P.E. or are you
just allowed to get on with what you want to do?
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No. I came here and they wanted somebody for Hockey. I was prepared
to have a go at anything. It's not my main sport, athletics is
obviously, but I feel as if I can teach hockey the same as anybody
else and if you put your mind to it you can put enthusiasm over

to the kids for matches and that so I said that I was prepared to
do all the hockey, so there was no-one else, Heather doesn't do

any hockey and Elaine doesn't other than in lesson times so I said
to Heather at the beginning of last year, obviously it was such a
foul winter we couldn't do anything, we hardly got any league
matches played and there were no practices because 1t was Jjust so
bad. This year I thought we'll have to get off the ground with
first years, second years and third years. Fourth and fifth years
to me are a loss now. So there's a girl who does science, she's
really into it; it's her sport and she helps me, she does the fourth
year practice now for me, fourth and fifth years and I do the second
and third years and we start in the first years, I think it'll be
after half term next year when the weather gets a bit easier for
them. Then we both do a practice in the sports hall on a Monday
night, and between us we can manage it. But I said to Heather

that I don't think there's enough emphasis on hockey. Because it

is a 'netball' school and all the kids from all over, in the

junior schools, do netball, so when they come to Bamburgh they

want to play netball. They have never heard of hockey, and to them
it's not important. So I want it to become important so I have
asked her now, she is going to see Mr. W. down at Lower school if
we can have a tournament in school time in each year and each
house, so we have a house activities for hockey and then we have

a year one so that's getting something going. ©She is open to

suggestions as far as anything goes.

Because she herself is very very committed to netballs

Very, yes she is. But she'll teach hockey, she's a bit em....like
some of the things she teaches to me are o0ld fashioned and she's
not up on it but I can say to her, "Heather look do you mind,"

I don't feel intimidated at all.
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So you don't mind putting your view forward to her?

No. Just little things she teaches, I get the kids for practices and
they are doing something, and I'll say,"where did you get that from?"

"Oh Mrs. Beaver or Miss Rose." Elaine does the same sort of thing.
She's netball as well?

Well.....(expressing prof. lack of comnfidence) yes., So I can say
to either of them, ar both, I feel I have to because otherwise
I'm getting kids coming to practices who have been taught a
different way which I don't think is as good. But I can talk

to her about it. And we are trying to get some dance going which
is difficult when there's been nothing and Heather does a little
bit of movement, well what she calls movement, uh, I don't think
Elaine teaches any but I'm trying to start some 'cos I was dance
at college s0 I'm trying to get that going. Last year I didn't
sort of push myself, I wanted to get settled.

You get that year behind you and now your confidence is emerging now,

Yes, and I want to start things off.

You are making vour difference to the dept, now.

Yes, well I think you've got to because Elaine's basically given
in. You know, somebody's got to do it.

From yowr point of view, at the end of this year you would like to think,

I have made an impact on the hockey and in dence, and you'd settle for
that,

YGSO

Have you been asked to teach anything that you've felt, Oh I can't
cope with that?

Nos
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Even the hockey you see, you felt vulnerable about,

Well no because I feel as if I know as much about hockey as
anybody else, it's just that I'm not 100% interested in it,
Athletics, in the summer I could start at 6 o'clock in the
morning and go on till 10 o'clock at night and not be fed up
at all. Hockey, I'm not overkeen but I farce myself to teach
hockey sometimes. Whereas it could be netball it could be,
gym, it could be dance but I think, right, hockey's got to
get going in this school, in this area, I mean you probably
don't know this but hockey in Hucklebrough is pathetic. I
took over, last season, the secretary's job for hockey. The
Hucklebrough Hockey Association in Schools, we are like a
branch of County, like there is Barking, Markton and Hucklebrough
and I've taken the Hucklebrough one.

I see,

I do the league in Hucklebrough. I think the League's wrong because
in Netball you get a first year league, you get a second, a thira
and a fourth year and a fifth year so you get five leagues. In
hockey you get a junior and & senior, so first, second and third
year kids have to make one team, fourth, fifth and sixth formers
moke another so there's only two leagues. I know....l mean at
college they say teach smell sided games and all the rest of it

but kids want to play a game and even if it's a poor standard of

a game they know that there is 11 players on a team and they're

only messing about, they want a bash. I think there should be a
second year and a third year and then perhgps, I know it's difficult
when you get further up to get teams going but there should be a
fourth year on its own and then a fifth and sixth year. So that there
is four leagues going. (1)

If T am g first year I haven't got a cat in hells chance of getting
on to that team?

Not onto the third year team you haven't, Second years haven't in

most schools, they have here because when I came, like the present
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third years were second years and the winter was so bad they
did nothing so the now third years, I've got to find a third
year team out of girls who have done hardly any hockey and I
can't. So what I've done, I've got second and third years
playing, I haven't put any first years in, but I've got second
and third years and you can build second years up really, as
well as you can build third years up, they are ready for it.
They've got to do a game I think and I think there should be

more hockey.

How are you building it up? How are you getting your second years?

Well we started as I say, the first 6 weeks were beautiful you
could go out and play hockey in your T=shirts, I could stand
around and the weather was fantastic so I had all the lessons,
I said to Heather, we are on a funny system where we've got
single lessons of gym and swimming and we've got double games
and we used to be on a 3 point basis and you were either at
the gym, you were at the pavilion which is up there for netball
and hockey or you were at the baths, so Hockey was once every
three weeks with those kids, same as swimming and then you were
down gt the gym, now if you were at the gym you usually did
netball because it's a games lesson and when I said, for the
first 6 weeks I want everybody to do hockey, you know, a solid
block, but you could only do that every 2 weeks because one
week they have to go in the pool because the pool's there, it
has to be used, so one week a group of kids, like my group, we've

got three groups going, Heather's, Elaine's and mine.

This is in a double?

This is in a double,

I thought the swimming was done in a single period.
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Single lessons as well, each half term, each six weeks kids
have 6 weeks of single swimming followed by the next six weeks
single gym. Right. But all through, ‘cos Clive doesn't use
the pocl; all through the girls generally are on doubles once
every three weeks they are in the pool and its once every 3
weeks because it's Heather's group one week, Elaine's group the
next and my group the next.

So_in those double periods, whatever number of kids come to you,

you split them 5 ways, so I shall either go to Elaine, to Heather
or to Ann, Now I stay with that group for those 6 weeks? I stay with

OU,

You stay with that group from start to finish in the year,

And every third week I and you go to the baths? And then you take
me for double hockey?

Yes and then.....depending on the weather we go to the pavilion for
hockey and the following week we go to the gym for netball. Now the
kids have got used to the system so there is no mix up but it means
that the hockey, you get once every three weeks and you can't do
hockey in a single lesson because you can't get the kids up there.

You can't walk them up there in a single lesson,

Where is this pavilion?

Straight across the field but the kids from Eden Terrace have to
walk up the road side. That takes 10 minutes to a quarter of an

hour, so it's quarter of an hour before they get up there,

So_a single is useless!

You can't go to the pavilion, we never go to the pevilion in a
single and we stopped going now in doubles because the first 6
weeks we did hockey and then we got quite a few times when we
couldn’t do anything, we couldn't do hockey so we've had them
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down at the gym we have been doing 6 weeks netball, Now again,

after Christmas it's going to have to be netball because you'll

get bad weather. The thing is, if you have them going alternatively
cach time it's their lesson you have to tell them where to go. It's
really difficult. It's just a split site school and that's the
problem you have,

Could it be any different, with good will on the teachers part?
It would seem to me crazy to have s double period swinging around

like a circus, because all that is is a circus, swim, netball,

hockey, swim, netball, hockey, there is no continuity at all either

faor the swimming or the hockey or the netball.

I don't know honestly, because the thing is, if you say right, for
6 weeks you're in the pool, in this area you get, in a double
lesson, when you've got quite a lot of kids, well 6 or 8, ears,
verrucas, they can't go in so those kids do nothing, you have to
send them somewhere else, they go to another teacher and do netball.
We don't have them standing around. Getting the comtinuity I think
would be difficult. I mean I suppose you could do it like on a 3
week basis where they go for 3 weeks to swimming, but if you get
bad weather you can't go to the pavilion anyway, you've got to be

inside, that's the trouble. If we were on one side we couldcoso

If it is bad weather what do you do then?

We go to the gym., We've got one group in the pool, 2 groups floating,
you've got to take them to the gym, we were doing like circuits and
potted sports and stuff in the gym, but now I've said to Heather,
"Can we not do dance in the hall," so she's been to see Mr, W,

down there and he says we can use the hall but you've got classrooms
all round from the hall., The kids from the classrooms can see in
the hall and the kids from the hall can see in the classrooms. It

is really difficult. I've sometimes got 60 to 80 kids in the gym.

Could you use the gym down there for dance?
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Yes but we have only got one gym and meybe 60 or 80 kids and

that's it, if it's bad weather it's very difficult. It's alright
saying do theary, but you can't just do theory and theory and theory
they don't want it, they want practical, obviously.

This is where I differ from my colleagues: telling students to

go and sit in the changing rooms and talk rules and I say that's
a load of rubbish,

They don't want that. You can teach the theory as you go on I think,
you can teach your theory as you are doing your practical, in fact
you've got to, you've got to get your rules and everything over.
Who wants to sit in a classroom, I mean we've done it at the
pavilion, when we've got up there we've had a game of hockey,
we're half way through and the clouds open, so we go inside and

I get the blackboard out and we do some theary on the blackboard
relating to what we have done in the lesson time, and that's not
too bad, if you do it on the spot and if it stops raining you can
go back out again. If you've got a lesson and they know they are
in a classroom, that's not P.E. to them. And they look forward
to their P.E. lessons. They are not interested. I thought about
doing some quizzes and things for bad weather conditions but I'd
rather work a system out where you've got the kids in their shorts
doing it.

So what happens is, you come off the field and you're split two
ways then, half to the gym and half to the hall, if you use the
hall that is.

If we use the hall which we have just started to do this term.

How is that working?

It's working only in the.....what Heather does is exercises.

You can't use music really, can you?

You can use music but only on a very low level, which means the

kids are in utter silence, they have to be to hear the music, Heather
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does popmobility when she is pushed into that situation and the
kids do enjoy it, it's keep fit basically, but it's not stimulating
them, they're following us, it's not imaginative or creative or
anything like that,

remember it a fairl could you take

our 60 for dance?

No., No way. It's not a large gym it's a fairly small gym in
comparison to what I've seen, In fact we did try it last week.
Heather and I had our groups down there and she said, "We'll try,"
and we took them for dance, it has to be a follow your leader

type of thing because there's no room to spread. I mean 60 kids
is an awful lot and when you get.....you know we have on a Tuesday
afternoon, 84 kids on a double and one group in the pool and those
who can't swim have to come back down to the gym now that's a lot
of kids to take.

It's a combination of three problems, the timetable is not helping

you because youre sharing too many kids, the facilities themselves
are inadequate for that number that are timetabled that way and the

split site adds to the difficulty,

The timetabling is wrong, Heather has always said this in that the
top band kids where you've got larger mumbers because the remedial
groups are kept really small, it's ridiculous. I have on a Friday,
period 2, 7 kids. I teach 7 children.Blaire teaches 6 pupils at the

same time in a different area.

What year group is this?

I take third years and she takes second years, so we've combined them
because in the gym there's nothing you can do with seven kids, remedial
level, or very little whereas if you've got twelve kids, I mean you
imagine two kids absent and you're left with four of you, five of you.

You included, there is nothing you can do. 30 we've combined them.
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You see we've got the gym and the pool so last half term we were
in the gym and this half term they've got 6 weeks in the pool., It's
better with the two even though the age groups are different, they
are remedial children anyway so it doesn't matter, there's not that
much difference. It's the large groups. All the large groups, all
the bright kids come out last two, which is the shortest lesson.

They come out last two in the afternocon do they?
They come out last two in the af'ternoon because it's from 2 till 4
and you've got three lessons. So it's the shortest lesson and huge

numbers. But Heather's fought on this, she has done.

Oh I would, I would fight this Headmaster,

She has, but I'm not tackling him yet.

No, it's not your job. I'm not suggesting that for one minute.
It's the Head of Department's job this,

Yes. I know there is definitely problems because there's so many
kids and so few facilities. There is so little time alotted to
P.E. I don't know whether Heather went into the amount of time
with you, but our top band kids get so little P.E. it's ridiculous.

They get one single some of them,

I think its fourth and fifth years get half of a double, not a single,
it's half of a double.

That's right, half of a double,

Some kids come for the first half and some kids come for the second
half.,

Those that are taking two languages get.o....
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Latin, But whal can you do? You go and you agk for more time far
these kids and they say, "Geography wants seven periods a week and

maths wants seven periods a week,"

Supposing I were the Headmaster and I was wanting high academic
and then I said, "well look, you can have the first, second and

third years - a generous amount, they can have two singles and g

double for your first three years, but in the fourth and fifth

year all that we are going to lay on are voluntary activities,
lunchtime activities, after school activities and they can please

themselves." Would that warry you?

YeSo

Why?

Because he runs lunchtime latin groups, and lunchtime this groups
and lunchtime that groups. I have difficulty getting some of the
kids to hockey because he won't let them out to a hockey practice.

Wouldn't you be a happier teacher though, just working with the
first three years because that would give you fairly generous
facilities, given generous time and then it becomes P,E. Thereafter

it becomes voluntary. The only people that are coming to you are the
ones that want to come and do P.E.

Which is fine but, I Jjust feel responsible even for the ones who....
there are so many people it's just the way society is, can't be
bothered but once they get started, you should see owr fifth year
group now, Every single week I stand at the door and 1 tear notes
up. I don't want to do it, I've got a cold, I'm not feeling well.
You get them in the gym and get them on a game....you know we've
developed games as we go along and we've changed rules and that and
it's gotoo..onot violent but it's got hectic and they come out
sweating and they have enjoyed it, but if you made it voluntary they
wouldn't go because to start off with they can't be bothered.
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You still think it's worth the compulsion, The compulsion is

worthwhile, even with those that are resistant?

I think so, We have a group. Heather and I, we are on together
for this one, fifth formers and when I came last year I had all
of these kids split up into single lessons and one group in
particular. I mean obviously it wasn't enough to make we want

to give up. But I used to be shattered, mentally. I did not
know what to do with them and they resented me because I came

in new. They were fourth years; very difficult but if you go in
there now, well I would say today will be different because we
are on exams and they're all skiving exams and all the rest of

it but we are amaged because we have started this game with them,
Heather and I have said to each other, the teacher's role is
wrong in this, We can't teach these kids any more; we can't teach
them as teachers, we go in there. I take my Jjumper off, I put a
band on, they fight who wants me on their team so I let them
fight and I let them get it sorted out and then I go on the team
where I've been picked and they think I'm one of them. But we
get those kids so worked up and they come out and they have
thoroughly enjoyed it. They probably wouldn’t admit it when they
come outside, they don't want to know when they come outside and
it's all forgotten. They have really enjoyed it and that to me is
worth it. Because they wouldn't come on a voluntary basis, no
way, and if you said to them when they got there, "well if you
don't want to do it, you don’t have to," and if you said to thenm
when they came to you and said, "I've got double pnumonia and
back trouble," "ah well sit down". They would. But if you tear
the notes up and say, "you are getting changed," by the time they

are in there 5 minutes they are enjoying themselves,

You are very vulnerable if it comes unstuck that one, aren't you?

If 1, as_a parent had written a note saying please will you excus€oocoo.

Well obviously you know the ones who are skiving,
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Ang I've got very good cause, it's one hell of a risk,

Ah yes. It's worth it. You know the ones who are skiving, obviously.cocc.
there is one little girl and she looks dead every time she comes in
some weeks you can say to her, "Look Wendy this is the second week
running, put your shorts on and have a bash and when you feel as if
you're going to be sick, go out." Some of them you say, "Not again,
I don't believe you," but there's some that walk in, and you think,
"she doesn't normally skive, she is poarly"and you say, "Go and sit
down." There is usually one sitting out. But Heather's got the
knack, she's had them since first year, and they are a little bit
frightened of her because she's not one to stand aside; if she wants
to clip them she'll clip them and they know that, I mean they won't
take it from me as well as they do from her. She gets them going,
it's great to watch her.

And you know the ones who have got counterfiet notes and fraud notes?

Oh yes, we've had them to the year head, checking handwriting and
all the rest of it before today. It's only recently, this term
since September that I've felt that we've got anywhere with those
kids that I've felt I've got anywhere.

So even with the fourth and fifth, the perseverence has been

worth it? You know all the schools I go into and even though
the student is not doing this you see other teachers operating
and they spend half the lesson just coping with the skivers and
the ones that want to do it are robbed of half a lesson which of
course their interest is declining because of these skivers.

Yes. Well I've spoken to people who have said they have half the
class sitting on benches not doing it and I think that's their
fault, if you're soft with them....now the kids rebelled about 2
weeks ago against me....and we get back to Elaine, When I teach
with Elaine down there, Heather is up here on baths and Elaine and
I are down there I dread it., We've got two standards going. She's
frightened of the kids who have got anything about them; we've got
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one or two, we've got one kid hit a girl with a rounders bat last
summer, just never thought twice, she called her something and she
turned round and hit her and that's just the sort of kids we've

got, and we deal with those sort of kids down there. Elaine will
just sort of stand back a little bit and if there's one of the

big mouths come up she’ll say, "Oh well go on sit down, you don't
need to do it." I'll say, "Get changed," they've got two standards,
they've got hers and they've got mine. And they were complaining to
Heather last week saying, "Mrs. Hume is awful to us, she won't do
this, she won't do that, she makes us do this" and Heather says,
"And so she should." She says, "I make you do it don't I?"

"Well Miss Rose says we don't have to do it." Now a couple of

weeks ago it was me all the time, I said to Heather, "I'm sick of
it. She never takes any decisions, it shouldn't be me, she's been
teaching a damn site longer than I have. She won't take the decisions.”
But it's coming, like the last few weeks they know they can't go out
in their tights, like they try to do, you know Elaine would let them
but I say, "No you take them off." They call her Elaine as well
half the time, they say, "She's been here longer than you, she's

got more authority." I said, "You'll get your tights off or you're
not going out." You have to stick to it, but eventually you get

all but two kids going out, two kids who are really poorly, but

you get them all going out there., It's hard work, you go home tired
but I just think it's worth it. I think if we stick in and if we
can get a few of them interested then they might carry it on after
school. They might join a club, they might go to the baths once a
month ar something. If I gave in and took the attitude, why bother,
we'll just teach the kids who really want to, I don't thinkcccssos

Have you got a farm or have you had a farm yet that frightens you?

Yes. Last Year. The present fifth year.

o into school yvou were quite worried agbout

the encounter?

No. I would think, "Oh God it's the fourth year again. I wouldn’tecc.s
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I wasn't frightened but...like I was going in knowing it was
me against 12 of them and I knew they were hostile;, I can't
blame them, the teacher they had before, Heather said, caused
it because she had no sense of humour, she couldn't relate to
them on their level. She was s disciplinarian and tried to get
discipline that way. You've got to, in some ways, come down to
their level, you've got to talk to them. The way they talk to
each other otherwise they don't accept you. Sometimes I think
to myself, "what am I saying?" But that got a reaction out of
them so why not? But yes, I was frightened of them and I told
Heather I was frightened and she used to say, "Do you want me
to come down?" and I would say, "No". She used to say, "Oh
well I've got to get some kit out"., And sometimes she was in
the background, she was always there if I really needed her,

I wanted to fight it myself and now those same kids, I've got
a Christmas card off them, I wouldn't have had that last year.

You are probably getting a relationship now with them where they
know that you respect them as people.

Yes because they will come to me with a problem. There are still
kids in there, they'll leave here in May and if they‘'re not on
the streets now, which I think half of them are, they will be,

and it's very difficult when you've got high morals yourself to
relate to kids, well people, like that, they do, they get pregnant
left, right and centre. It's amazing and you have to deal with
people like that., You've just got to. I think I'm winning, I
think,

I think you're enjoying it reslly,

Well yes. I do, I look forward to those lessons, Whereas I didn't

befoare. We do have a good time, its worth it.

How much of a shock has this school been to you generally?
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There isn't any. I've never heard of any. I really think that
I need an umpires course in hockey just the same as I do in
netball, I've taken my Regional since I came here., Working
towards the Intermediate in the Netball, but as far as Hockey
is concerned, I never get to hear of any, whether it's because
with Heather being involved at top level in netball we get to
hear of the netball I don’t know. I think I shall try and get
on g hockey umpiring course.

You said earlier that this first half term you were giving up

every lunch hour and every evening. Is that true?

Not a Friday evening,

You kept that far yvou?

Yes and the kids don't like a Friday evening anyway.

So_you were doing 5 lunch hours and 4 evenings?

Yes.

What have you done this year?

Very little. Because of weather, night times are completely out
anyway, you can't do any hockey, you can't do any netball. I've
got the sports hall once a week and that's all I can have, and the

gym once a weeks,

What do you use that for?

Sports hall I have everybody who wants to play hockey, we start
off with practices and we end up with indoor hockey, it's building

uPo

How many have you had this week?

On Monday 20 - 25,
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So you'll enjoy that session?

Yes. That starts at four ofclock and goes on till about 6.

So it's a long session,

Well the kids would stop till 7 but the clegners throw us out.

I just say, "Right, we'll wait till the cleaners come." That's
on a Monday but I've just had a real knife in the back because
there's one man who likes to play men's hockey and he wants the
sports hall for men's hockey. Now because it's hockey Clive has
said we've got to share it. I'll only get the sports hall once a
fortnight now. Now with 25 kids you can't really split itocso.

Who is this man?

Oh I don't know. I think it's good that he's prepared to give his

tine.

He's in the school?

Yes, he's a teacher. I don't know what he teaches but he's always
running a boys hockey team and like in winter it's the only time,
Now when I came it was the standard practice that the girls had it
one week and the boys had it the next week but he had a 6th form
team as well so there was quite a few boys. Now from what I can
gather there's a few third years interested in playing hockey, now
what I was thinking of, I'm going to ask Heather, you see I don't
want it once a fortnight, it's no good to me once a fortnight, I
want it every week. But neither do I want half a sports hall every
week. I do practices and I can't finish up with an indoor game of
hockey in half a sports hall. So whether or not I can say to these
boys, "Well if you want to come and join in my practices" and B,
wants to come then at the end we have a mixed game, that might work
better than.....you see if he's only got half a dozen or eight boys

coming it's a waste of time him having the sports hall,

I would put that to him,
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It's left till after Christmas because we're off on Monday and the
following Mondey he seys I could finish off. Because I've got matches
you see and I need it. Now Thursdey night I've got the gym. I started
a netball club, not teams, you see because there's a lot of kids who
are rubbish at netball as far as teams are concerned but still enjoy

it so I started a club for anybody from the lower school can come.

Anybody turning up?

Oh yes we have some real good scraps, just in the gym, we really
enjoy it. And I'm wanting.....I've got to see Heather because
there's so many night classes, I want to start the same thing in the
pool. Anybody who wants to come can. But I'll do some certificates
you know, that sort of thing. If they want to work and get a length
then they want to do....it was run before. When I first came here
there was a guy here who liked a free for all session basically for
the boys, for the remedials and the kids that nobody bothers about.
It was good but a bit unorganised. It was a bit rough. We don't want
to be in the situation where they come for a free for all. It's not
going to be teaching. But they are working towards something, that's
what I'm hoping for anyway.

Supposing wou couldn't use any of your facilities at lunch time and at

four o'clock, would you be disappointed?

Yes.

But the curriculum work is not fulfilling?

It's not enough, for the good kids because I think....well I was a good
kid at school I was one of the better ones as far as sport was concerned,
lesson times I got frustrated because there was so many kids, you have
to go over the same sort of thing, you've done it, you're good at it

but there's three quarters of the class aren't. Netball and hockey

and their practices take you beyond that and I feel responsible that the
kids in this school who have got talent must be pushed, same as the ones
who haven't must be made to enjoy it, but I still feel responsible to the

good ones, the only netball team that I do is a second year, now I've
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been lucky because we got the best year that we've had for a long
time and they really are very good. I've got two already that have
been selected for the County team, far the third year County team

of second years so thay are a year ahead of themsgelves already. And
that's where I came home on a night after I've taken those four kids
who are on the squad, I take them usually on a Tuesday night but its
been on & Thursday recently so once every three weeks I take them %o
Darton for County training and I come back after that really glowing
you know because they've done something, they've....they are getting

somewhere., I would be disappointed if I couldn't take it.

In that hockey lespgue that you are secretary for, do all the schools

participate or are there any schools that have opted out?

Aiden have opted out.

Aiden don't play hockey?

No., There are 7 schools and all the rest do. 6 are in the League.

Coming back to yourself now, since leaving college in what ways have

you changed?

I started changing in second year, I know that because when I went
to college, I had never worked at school;, academically, I know that,
I never had to, I got through my '0' levelSseoccsos

Where did you go to school?

County Grammar School. I mean I was bottom of the grammar school,

it was the bottom stream, I went to a secondary school far the first
year, passed the 12+ went to & Grammar School and was immediately put
into the bottom class. Miss C. was the headmistress. And it was
incredible because our bottom class was fantastic at sport and we had
a really good class for sport and I didn't work academically. 411 I
wanted to do was sport and I got through '0' levels and I got through
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'A' levels without working. I got to college and I wasn't interested
really in the academic side. It was second year when I decided I
wanted to do the B,Ed, and I just completely changed and I used to
work for hours and hours. I matured in the second year and I think I
have just gone on. I feel a lot older now than I was when I went to
college. I suppose it's the shock, coming out into the big wide world.

What could college have done that it didn't? How can it prepare students
for Bamburgh?

Oh God., It can't. I mean even teaching practice my third T.P. I was at
Howlteck at Basingley and it was a lovely school. T mean if T had got
into a school like Howlteck it would be like going to a grammar school,
It would have been no change and I would have thought the education
system was like that. But I'1l tell you, I won't put my kids through
this system. I won't send my kids to a school like Bamburgh. If I

can afford it my kids will go private,

Are you left or right of centre in politics?

Oh, I come from a 'Left' background and I've married, obviously into
a 'Right' family,

Does _that alter your commitment?

It does because I haven't swung one way or the other.

You are still left of centre?

I gsuppose I am in a way buteosocoos

It doesn't tie up with you wanting to send your own children to a
private school,

I know it doesn't. I feel completely torn because although I am trying
to make this system in this school better I still wouldn't put my kids
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through it. I know a lot of teachers do try really hard. It's the
kids that are here, I wouldn't want my kids to be influenced by
them. I mean I split a fight up this morning, I wanted to see the
guy to get the pitches marked out far tomorrow; I pulled the car
up, there's great crowds of lads and the little first years came
into my lesson shouting, "Miss there's a fight, Miss there's a
fight, stop them."

Boys or Girls?

Boys. So I waded into the centre of this fight. Now they stopped as I
got there. It must have just finished. There was btlcoed all over this
kid and the kids watching. Well you would think....you know what
cock=fighting was like, it was awful. They were thoroughly enjoying
it, wanting more. I don't want my kids to be like thaet. I know
probably there are better schools,

What _are the girlsg like in this way, do they fight much?

Yes., Certain types of girls, we have got some really nice girls, don't
get me wrong. Like the second year, they are just a completely different
year, there is just not that type of child in the second year. The third
year, when I came here they were second years there were some girls in
the second year then that were a real problem, a real handful, by the
time those kids are in fifth form it's going to be hell there. They
really are bad.

Has enybody ever threatened you?

Well when I first ca.mé here those fourth years used to say F, this and
F. that and physically I would try and get them out of somewhere or into
somewhere. There's always a minute when you're not sure. There's always
that moment and you just stand there and hope that your position will
eventually win but there are times when I'm not sure it's going to,
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I don't think there's been one that stood out. Those fourth years
basically. It was each week. The discipline problem was getting

them changed and getting them to do something. Nothing ever stood
out. It was just the whole lot banned together you see and it's

you against them. There's never been anybody took & knife to me

or anything like that ar took a fist or anything. But you know it's
there underneath the surface. Now those girls, Heather says, are not
a patch on what was here two ar three years ago. She said they've
had a lot worse. I can remember 5th form games, a double on a Friday
lagt year, there were times when Robert and Graham, who is in the
youth centre, have physically dragged boys out of the sports hall and
there's been fights outside with Robert end Graham. The lads have
still kept on going at them, the teachers, as they've dragged them
out. Now that is frightening. There was one time in the sports hall
last year, fifth form boy on the trampoline, there was one bouncing
and one standing by the side, and it was just as a fight had started,
Robert and Greham had taken out these two lads, Heather was in the
changing room with the girls and there was only me left in the sparts
hall and these lads. Honestly, if you had walked in you could well
imagine you were in a borstal. You know, skin heads because they had
either just come out or were just going in to, Oh it was terrible
last year. This lad put his hands under the trampoline and lifted

it to arms length., And the kid was still on it. And this lad fell

and I ran over and I got hold of this lad and I said, "put it down",
and there was a full minute of face to face confrontation. I told him
to go and sit by the sports hall door and there was a minute there
when I thought I might have been down there (pointing to floor) you
know., Because he was one of the ones who just wouldn't think twice.

But I suppose because it was & woman, if it had been Robert?.....

Was there just the 3 of you in the sports hall?

No, there was a whole class and everybody stopped and I knew that there

was two boys in particular who, if anything had started; they would
have been on my side immediately, mixed up with all that gang but they
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were 6 ft. sort of really big boys. They were smashing and that wes
in the back of my mind, if he lays one on me I'll be alright but it
was like that, I was shaking afterwards. I mean what do you do? You
can't leave him there to throw a kid off a trampoline and in the end
he submitted, he walked to the sports hall door and sat down, until
Robert came back because I couldn't deal with him. I couldn't have
disciplined him, no way. But I stood my ground there was no use in
backing down. I stood there, like fingers crossed behind your back,
but I had to. I had no choice in the matter. It's frightening, I
had no choice in the matter. I mean when you're at college when I
think back to the tutors at college and all the things they try to
tell you, all the lessons plans all the practices and all that nobody
ever says what you do with a six foot fifth former who doesn't give
a dam about the system, you're nobody to him, nobody tells you what
to do, or, I mean nobody can until you're in that situation. You
can't, I know. But nobody even makes you aware of that. You read

in papers about teachers being attacked and until you're in that
situation you don't know what to do. Heather said to me when I
first came here, "when you walk in through the Churn Valley,"

"which is down there! where you have to walk through to get from

one side to the other, "if you see anything, smoking or anything
like that," when I first came she said, "ignore it," Because

there's been staff walk through there and try to split a fight up
and they've ended up in hospital sort of thing. And that was her
advice. That was the advice she could give to me. Now I don't think
I could, especially if you could see that one kid was ending up in

a bad way. I mean, alright, you can't just walk past somebody putting
the boot in. I mean that fight out there, fair enough, it had been

a fist, it hadn't been a foot but he had obviously split his 1lip
right open. There was blood all over, now I couldn't walk past and
leave that.
On _the school

premises you shouldn't either.

I was telling someone down in the staffroom and she said that when she

was on T.P. she said she saw g Headmaster turn and walk the other way
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when a fight was going on. You can't,

Because if my child had been damaged and a teacher had witnessed itcoceoses

You are held responsible, you've got to be.

Is there anythingz else that you feel, look somebody ought to know
about this?

No I don't think so.

End of Recording

Follow-up Comments

l, We have just decided to start indoor hockey in the Borough.
Rules will be structured to suit our facilities and needs -
Will begin next September,
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Which college did you go to?

(Wamed College) They ought to have done me a favour and closed it
down 3 years before I started. I didn't like the college at all.

So you don't have happy memories of college, obviously?

No, The only happy memories T believe was on birthdays and other
social events. There were a few helpful tutors. I'm probably unfair.
There were a few very helpful tutors. But overall I found it, not

a horrifying experience; but a disappointing experience,

3 years is a long time to be at e place like that though,

Yes. And most of the lecturers were very apathetic. And I didn't like
it. And T made it known and they didn't like me because I made it
known. I'm a bit head-strong like that.

Were you on the Students Union and things like that? Were you a natural leader?

No, the Students Union was that wealk. So I refused to participate in that
as well, The lecturers had total control and they treated us like
children.

Was it an ex-female establishment?

Yes it was.

So there was g minority of men there and they'd got a female ethic, it
was more like a finishins school than a college,

Yes. I didn't like it at all. I was going to leave but it was my girlfriend
that made me stay.

Are you glad you stayed now?
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I am to have got the qualification. But I'm still gathering the
qualifications to make up for the three years that I lost while I
waes training., I went on a few courses, the Head of P.E. she, we had
a few arguments over the philosophy of gymnastics, and she said that
any course I wanted to go on she would sponsor as long as I paid for
the travelling expenses, well I went on a few canoeing courses and
trampoline courses and of course the fees were something like £2

or £3 for the travelling expenses, it would run nearer to £50 so of
course I lost a lot of money that way.

You're the first student I've ever met I think from the College,
I take it you've just come from there.

Yes.
Did you have any period of unemployment?

No and they let me leave the college half a term early so that I could
go and teach as a supply teacher in (named) Hospital School., From there
I was paid as 2 supply teacher and I still applied for full=time Jobs
and I got this one up here, I was lucky.

And you started this September?

This September; yes.

So you left really in gbout May, June?

Yes, the beginning of June,

Where are your strengths? Where were your particular interests before

you came to Bamburgh?

Gymnastics, trampolining and rugby and outdoor pursuits. I'm interested

in camping, climbing,

How many of those have you been able to follow up into the school so far?
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Rugby, Gymnastics I do my single periods which hasn't been done....well
it has been done before but from what I can gather, not that often, so T
do it now. Anyway and I've also started two volleyball clubs which is
another interest that really got off the ground when I was at college,
before I wes blacked from the teans.

You've been a real rebel

Yes well, I started playing for the college rugby team and the Head

of Department sort of second in command, he ran a2ll the male teams and
I didn't like the standard of rugby so I went to play for a local City
Club and he said, "you'll dc no good there, I've had uwy best players
go there and they've never got out of the fifth team." Well within
three weeks I was playing for their first and on tour to France, And

I got permission to go on tour with them and I thoroughly enjoyed it.
And when I came back I had been blacked from all college teams and
activities because I'd left the sporting activity that he supported

most which was rugby.

So he's been the main instigator of that? That hadn't been a Student
Union thing?

No it wasn't a student unioNeeesscss

It's very odd that in these days there's a member of staff even running

student teams. It's unbelievable. Of course the place is still open
isn't it?

Oh yes, as I say it shouldn't have been but it is.

I £find it extra-ordinary that., I mean I would never dream of commenting

unless students invited vou to have any say in the selection of the tean,

the coaching or anything,

I believe it started off like that from what I can gather, there was a
strong students union about 3 years before I went to the college and he
was invited onto the team as coach and chief adviser and he sort of gained
power from there. It was the same right away through the college, nobody
could do anything.
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Did vou go to school in Sheffield?

No I was born and bred in (named County). I went to a secondary modern

school in town and my P.E. teacher took an interest in my gymnastic

n

I pursued gymnastics right the way through from the age of 1l4. He then
took me out of school for rugby and I started playing for his team.
Then after school I went to work as a labourer because I flunked my
'A' levels because I was against the way I was treated in the sixth
form -~ trouble maker really. I worked for a year as a labourer and

T was still in contact with this P.E. teacher who hed left the school
and gone to work at the local Tech. T joined the Tech. College and
his team disbanded so I just rebhuilt it from there. I coached it,

I got it together, you know some of the old bangers who still wanted
to play, some of the students came along, we borrowed the tech. field
and started with one team. Now they've got 3 teams plus a colts team

going., It's quite a popular team in town now.

Which tech. was this?

(Named) college.

How did you get your 'A' levels then?

I got 1. I got an '0' level pass in another and failed the other. I
took them at the tech,

And did vou go there full time?

Yes. I'm not bright enough to do it part-time, (1)

So it was a secondary modern school?

Yes.

You are actually a success story really. You went to a secondary modern

school then went into labouring for a year, back to youwr F.E. college

and you took 2 'A' level courses?

3 sorry, 4. Economics, History, English and Sociology,
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That's why you're a rebel

Probably,

You're a rebel because you took sociology or sociology because vou're a

rebel. I don't know which., Which came first?

I think just me, the rebel. I've always been a bit of an outsider.

How does a rebel fit into this community then?

As far as the children go they don't know. As far as they're concerned
I think, they think I'm just another teacher. A new teacher with 2
foreign accent which has difficulties. And to the teachers, as far as
I'm concerned as long as they don't annoy me, I won't annoy them.
And even on a professional basis rightly or wrongly it seems to work.
I'm more friendly towards the P,E. staff because they are a great
help, I'd recommend them anywhere, they've been a great help since
I've been here. But the other teachers, they just keep their distance
and I've not had any....L'm telling fibs there's been a couple of
teachers, new ones, this year, they have said there are one or two
of the older teachers meking it difficult for them.

You're full-time P,E?

No I teach maths as well.

How much maths do you teach?

5 periods a week. It's supposed to be remedial but its been pushed into
C.S.E, arithmetic, I trained for history. I am struggling there a bit. (2)

Your A level course gt the F.E. college didn't include maths or science
or anything, How are you finding the maths?

I am struggling a bit, I do a lot of work on it, it doesn't always come
out right but I'm learning from that and I'm thinking of taking Maths
'A' level and keeping maths.
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You'd be like gold if you did. If you can do that your future is absolutely
assured. It really is. But I bet it takes a lot of your spare time up,

Yes well no less than it will at the moment. I spend an awful lot of
time I suppose thinking and worrying.

Did you know Hucklebrough befare you got your job at Bamburgh?

No. I didn't know Hucklebrough.

It was a shot in the dark?

I saw e job, I'm of the attitude that if you are, or if you want to train,
for something you should pursue it whether you think the job is for you
or not. A lot of people disagree with it. And I saw a job in Hucklebrough
and T sent off the letters and all T got was a telegram, I didn't even
get an application form back. So that was luck, I came up far interview,
It looked reasonable, I don't like industrial towns anyway. I've lived
in the country most of my life, I don't like industry at all. I was
offered the job on the basis that I would take remedial maths. (2)

I took it and take the attitude that to be a reasonable teacher, I

should be able to teach anywhere, and because the job was here and I
couldn't get a job in any agricultural area then here was where I

was going to be,

You haven't had to sort of endure any months of unemployment ar
anything like that?

No, the only experience I have had of that was indirect. One boy that

was in 6th form with me at school, he went straight into college and he
was offered a Maths job in Birmingham and he refused it on the grounds that
it was in Birmingham and not in Lincolnshire. Because he wanted to be

with his mother. I've wanted to get away from my parents for ages so

I did. As bad as it may seem, I did. This is what I felt, so I did.

How _have you found Hucklebrough? Let's think about the sort of just coming
and living in Hucklebrough to begin with,
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T don't like it.
You don't take to it gt all?

No. I smell it in the evening, I smell it in the morning and all the

way through.

4re you actually living in Hucklebrough?

Yes (names road) opposite Aiden. I don't like it, my wife doesn't
like it. I've lost two canaries through it.

Do you really mean that the atmosphere killed the canaries?

Yes, they were asthmatic and I was given them both free because nobody
could sell them because they were asthmatic and I think it was the
pollution beceause as soon as they got up here they were panting and
every evening if you look out of the window of the flat that I'm
living in, you can see the smoke riging from chimneys that look as
though they haven't got filters on them, and it all comes our way

of course. Fumes and everything. And they Jjust died.

When I came the other week of course you were having difficulty with
your flat, has this sorted itself out?

No I've got two home made cages, I don't believe in keeping the birds
cooped up in one of these 1little boxes so I built two cages. Well

the woman came in and called them aviaries. And she wasn't bothered
about the pets because we were told that we could have as many pets
as we wanted as long as they didn't annoy anybody. Well they don't
annoy anobody and we are holding on to that one. And she came in

and she said, "those cages are untidy, you have no carpets on the
floor, your furniture is old", and apparently she could do it. The
Council seem to have this thing where these housing officers can come
into the house at any reasonable time, turn round and say to you,
what they don't like about the place and if it's not to their
satisfaction they can kick you out. I explained the fact that I

had just left college, I had absolutely no moneyeooe...(3)
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Just on o0ld furniture? I find that preposterous.

Tt's not so much that it was old furniture. She just commented on it
and that it was old furniture and the fact that we hadn't got proper

carpeting on the floor.

Never!

That her main beef was over the birds in these aviaries in our
standard show type cages which I told her and she said, "they're
untidy, they are aviaries'", and she persisted in this, So I'm
building two more. What I'm doing is I'm building a book case and

a cage exactly like it. Both will have doors and both will have

wire on and she will turn round and say, "sorry those cages aren't
suitable; and I'll turn round and say in that case that bookcase

can't be suitable because they are both exactly the same, both
exactly the same size. If she moans about that then I'll write a
letter to the council and the M.P. claiming that I'm being victimised.

1'11 cause as much stink over that as I can.

Just as well yvou are a rebel to put up with that sort of harrassment.

Yes well it's the area. I think she must get an awful lot of trouble
from that area. Most of them being vandals aend old people and she

comes in with a hard line,

It's not an easy beginning then is it? Into a career,

No.

Because that domestic conflict, vou can't sort of leave it behind at

the gate at nine o'clock., It's with you all the time,

It's there all the time, yes.

Does your wife tgéph?
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She wants to go into plant pathology but it's my fault that she
failed her 'A' levels and so I'm making her take them again,

Was she going down to the college?

No she wants to take them on her own which I seid would be all right.
She's got the ability to do so. She's an awful lot cleverer than I
&l 50...0.8he won a scholarship into the public school down in (named
town) and she stayed there, all her '0' levels are As and Bs and she
got 1-C and that was Latin which she claims she didn't work for anyway.
And knowing her, I can believe it. So she's studying on her own., She
does study. She got Botany last year on her own and she didn't want
to take it because she hadn't done much work because I paid for it

I said, "You are taking it anyway". She got an E I think, very low
grade. But she's taking Biology and Chemistry.

That's asking a lot for anybody to do on their own.

Yes but I think she‘ll learn from it. I wanted her to take on a private

tutor but we've had our problems with private tutors.

Could she not go down to the College of F.E. and take it?

Different Examination Boards, she wants to take Oxford you see, and
different Examination Boards would mean totally different work and she’s
been taught in one way as with most public schools she doesn't want to
be taught in another way. She seems to have an aversion to colleges

and Secondary Modern Schools or Comprehensive Schools,

And yet she married a bloke who is guite a success out of a system,

Yes I think so., It's a bit hard for her actually. I feel a bit sorry for
her., She's not used to this. The other thing of course is she's half
cast, Indian. And we get all the rubbish from there as well you know,
'Black Bastard' and this type of thing,

Do you get much of that in Hucklebrough?

Oh yes. An awful lot of it. (4)
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I'm surprised.

And this is probably why we are getting this woman housing officer
on our back. Because she is coloured. And every time she looks at
my wife it's with a snarl and every time she talke to me it's
reasonably civil. Although colour prejudice is an easy thing to get
people on we don't want to use it unless we have tc we use it in
league with victimisation. It's a bit of a nasty thing to say but I
think the only people who are treating us like dirt then we'll treat
people like dirt back, My wife is a lot stronger than I am as far
ag that goes, she pushes me like mad and I try to push her.

She must be astonishingly strong,

She is, she is.

IS that a merng fibre OT..;....

Yes, she keeps me high so to speak. She keeps me up above the water
if you know what I mean.

You think vou might go down and get depressed from time to time,

I would have done. I would have left the college. If she hadn't have turned
round and said, "If you leave the college I'1l leave you." I have a

great deal of respect and love far my wife. I feel sorry for her in

another way., ©She hates Hucklebrough as much as I do and even more

she hates the people because of the way they treat her. So there's no

joy from Hucklebrough,

I'm sorry about that.

It's a great strain.

Becaugse you haven't got much option about housing have you?

We have started saving. We are going to buy land and a caravan for "M" (wife)
because she wants to go in for market gardening anyway. I seid I'd do all
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the grafting because I've worked in farm work, My grandad worked on
farms, Her grandfather was a market gardener who became self-sufficient
which is what we want to do. Not here though. (5)

It wouldn't be easy to get land round here tho
productive enough to make a go of I think,

gh, that would be

On saying that, I intend to stay in teaching, I don't intent to

move out of it.

Tou must be coming to your first term end, I shall never for

get my

first year I was absolutely tired out, really sleepy, at weekends I
was knocked out. How do you feel at the end of your first term?

Well thank God really that I'm fit. I find it very tiring, constantly
battling against prejudices of the type I'm a stranger. I'm an
outsider from County. I haven't got the accent. Not that I'd want it.
Excuse me saying it, it's something that I've found right away through,
even the rugby teams that I've played for. They seem to have this
aversion to anybody who comes from the south and although I don't come
directly from the south I seem to have this virtually southern accent,

sort of London and below,

There's a very parochial attitude in the north east

Yes. And I feel that as well,

Even in vour rughby club?

Even in the Rugby Club, yes.

Where are you playing?

I'nm playing at the moment for Wanderers. I help Clive out plgying for
0.B's, for 2 little while T didn't join a club but if it continues like

it is ot Wanderers then I will forget about the competitive side of

rugby and go and enjoy the social side with 0.B's and just leave Wanderers

alone,
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So vou've really had your foot in both camps so far, you've been

plaving at Wanderers but you've been a little bit with 0.B's?

kg

8.

I don't know either club, I'm an ex-rughy plaver but I've not played

in the north-east so they are just names to me. There is a snob

element inveolved,

Yes, That's probably what it is. There are a few that are very hospitable.
But it's the majority that matter. Half of the time because they are the

ones that make the club of course, it's not the minority.

Now vou'll find an outlet for vour rugby, you'll find an outlet for vour

volleyball, you're going to find gymnastics difficult here I would think,

Yes.

Because the accommodation is appalling in my view. Have you found it so?

Yes but more to the point I think...well I've started with my first
years the idea of equipment, safety conscious. And the second thing,
caring and tidy conscious because most of the 3rd years and 4th years,
I don't know about the 4th years but the 3rd years certainly, vou tell
them to put the equipment away or bring it out and it's done in a messy
disorganised fashion. Rightly or wrongly again I blame the staff that
had them previously in the gym. They should have been shown how to
bring the equipment out but I've shown the third years about three
times what to do and how to do it but it still hasn't sunk in really
and of course they've got the advantage of another two years experience
before me, Whereas with the first years now I've caught them quickly

they are doing it. So we get a lot more done in the first year lessons

than I do in the 2nd or 3rd years.
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No I wouldn't say that. I look on the bright side most of the time.
There are a few lousy unwanted situations. But the majority of times
I seem to enjoy the lessons with the kids. If I may call them kids.
The first years and second years are fine, most rewarding. Third
years, for a start, I found thet I had to spent most of the lesson
controlling them. Fourth years I feel that they are in more control
than I am. And I've had a couple of confrontations; undesirable
confrontations with the fouwrth years. And the fifth year I find
very good. The fifth form I find that I'm treating them more as
equals., &nd just basically leave them to settle their own discipline
and they do that admirably. And so we get an awful lot done in their
lessons and sixth form I don't teach anyway.

Ihe fourth years will come round next year, if you're still here,

I hope so,

You were guite determined when you said you were going to stay in teaching.
So there is a sense in which you are hooked on it pretty early.

Not in this sector. I'm going into Physically Handicapped and most
likely abroad.

You've got it 211 mapped out. Country named)?

Because I'1l be able to have land and house. Be miles from anywhere
with reasonable access to any school that I need to go to. I don't
mean it nastily, but I don't particularly like people. I find a lot
of people, from experiences in the past, that they just want to hurt
other people and I don't like that. As long as people leave me alone,
I'm all right but people don't want to leave me alone. So I just want
to stay away. But on saying that I enjoy cliquey social life i.e.
rugby team if T can call a rugby club a clique which I suppose it is
because we all play rugby then I enjoy that type of social 1life and T
enjoy being with children. Children being anyone from a big kid like
myself right away down to birth really. It's a wide sector but I....
it's the people in between, the ones that think they're grown up and
aren't really. And just won't accept it;, I just call them adult children.
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I don't particularly like that abttimes. Because they are out to
hurt. They are out to hurt you every single opportunity they can

get. You can't blame a child,

Once you have done your one year probation, presumably you would be

quelified to get a work permit would you, to go to (Country)?

No I want a degree first.

Have you started working foar that yet?

No. I want to leave it a few vears just in case.....,you see (Country)
is a thing that is more or less a dream, it's more or less a dream that

something I'd like but not necessarily get it.

It's nice to have a fantasy for something to aim for,

But on saying that, physically handicapped is a reality and I want
something like 10 years in normal school and then I want to go into
Physically Handicapped.

Why ten years? I would have thought that.....

10 years I would have thought was a reasonable time. Where I'll cover

a reasongble amount of people and have a reasonable amount of

experience with normal children, Because a lot of people in handicapped
wark, special schools say to me, "we feel that people should have experience
with normal before the come into physically handicapped." Although I

don't fully agree with that attitude I think 10 years will give them

that certain degree of normalcy.

I would have thought that five years with normalcy would be ample
befare branching out intocceoseo0

I was just going to say I'm a bit like that, people will turn round
and say four or five years, then I'll do that extra because I've come
up against things that when people turn round and say they want
something doing I'11l do it and then they turn round and say,'"well I
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need a bit more"and so what I tend to do is go right over the

odds. Two Saturdays ago this referee; in my opinion, wrongly
picked me up for being offgside at the back of the line., And so
every time after that I was in a line T gaid, "emcuse me sir, am I
in the right position please?" And I said that until everybody was
sick about it and apparently he eventually said, "can you be quiet
Please at the back?" The referee agreed with him so I think I

made my point there. That I wasn't offside in the first place.
Because T was basically in the same position every time, I'm

that type of aggravating little...oeces

II\".,Sty me g ¢ o

Nasty, yes. I bitch to the full.

You must be a scrum half?

No, wing forward. That's the other part. People always tell me

that I'm too small. The reason I think that possibly a lot of people
don't like me at Wanderers because the second week I was there, there
was a group of wing forwards talking and one of them said, "oh we're
all right, we've got an average height of 6ft.lins."” And I turned
round and said, "if that's your only qualification foar being wing
forward, then you ought not to be playing on the wing." And I said
that to all of them and they don't like it anyway because I'm faster
and fitter than they are., In training I show them every time. But
the other people, the selectors seem to try and ignore it. But

I'm making myself known rapidly and possibly in a bad light. Which
is unfortunate but it's just the way I am. People have either liked
me or hated me. They always know where they are and its unfortunate
because I get very loyal friends and they are very few and I get an
awful lot of enemies and the enemies don't bother me, but I think I
bother them, So I get this all around; "Oh he's a horrible chap"

or you know, "he's a great lad." In (County named) I've left my
mark, the people that hate me and good friends. (I like talking about
nyselfs.)

You like vour rebel cause as well, 8re you politically motivated?
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No. No interest in politics. They'll get me anyway. Whoever's in power,
whether it be the Russians, whether it be Democracy, or the Americans,
I'11 be critical of it but they'll still have control over me. There

is no way I would be able to get out of it and that is possibly another
reason why I want my own land and house so people can't come into it.
Although I know they can. Compulsory order on my property this type

of thing, and take it away from me. Which is annoying but its fact

of life that I'm gradually getting to accept.

Yes on the other hand we need g hell of a lot more rebels and this

is where it struck me, oh well here we've a rebel who is interested in

sccioclogy, who will be politically molivated. It's not like that at all

with vour case is it?

It's selfish. I'm selfish. Self motivated.

You wouldn't be interested in education in schools if you were entirely

selfish though, If you were so self-centred.

True.

You don't come over that wey to me gt all, on 20 minutes knowing.

I like education. I like learning, I like teaching. I was told at school
T was a total idiot. I was told that I was taking 2 'A' levels and I said
that I only wanted to take one. I said I wanted to take one 'A' level and
a few more '0' levels. The headmistress sald, "You are taking two 'A'
levels and the '0' levels." And I said "in that case I'm not coming

to school." She said, "You'll do as you are damn well told." And as

a result T didn't turn up to her lessons or anybody elses lessons.

But I did turn up to the exam and did nothing...I slept through my
English exam. and I was an hour late on my religious knowledge exam,

I got balled out for it but I told her what would happen and I told

her then what I would do and as & result references from her were

bad. So again I went on to the labouring site because that's where

they wouldn't need a reference. Took an awful lot of money. Spent it

all. Went to College, the tech, college which I really enjoyed although
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I wasn't in a student union there I had a great deal of influence

over the student union and I got an awful lot out of them for my
rugby team. The rugby team was my life really. And then I went to
college. I went in with a similar kind of philosophy there and found
that it just wasn't the same at (named) college, So I opted out,
basically. Just attended the lecturers so I knew what to do and get
some awfully bad grades as far as writing goes. But from what I could
see they couldn't fault me for my practical on anything and I got
through that way.

You might be restless and uneasy in any institutional set-up. Whatever
College you'd have gone to vou would have made your impact on it, but

I think you have gone to g particular unsuitable one that didn't give
potential, You would
feel that you were fighting for it rather than being nourished in it,

you elbow room far you to develop your particular -

Yes., Well my Careers offiicer at the college, he turned round and said,
"You won't ever pass a single examination you ever take." He said,

"I have a friend in City who might be able to get you into the college."
And he did. And that was one of the reasons why I went. I said, "whatever
you think Mr, Stewart." And he said, "well I think you won't get any
exams." Well I proved him wrong and I told him so, like that, andc...

He must relish thateecocs

And he came up to me in the Easter and he said, "How are you James",
I said, "If I had seen you at Christmas I would have punched you on
the nose." He said "Why?" I said "I don't like the college and I
would advise you to tell anybody that wants to go to a cheap little
college, don't, Don't take them to City) send them anywhere else but
City." So he's taken my advice, nobody else has gone to(Cityy So I
stopped it from that end and any interviewees I saw at the college 1
said, "don't come here." I got into trouble with the student union
far that. I suppose it was a bit unfair because some people did
like it.

Conformists would like it
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Yes, religious freaks really did like it.

Do vou think yvou'll identify with the rebels in gchool?

A lot of the real characters I really like. But on saying that,
because I'm very similar to a few of them, I find that some of

them are a problem. One of them that is an intelligent problem.

He's Jjust lazy. We had a confrontation where I asked him to leave
and he didn't want to so I helped him along with his arm and he
turned on me. We waltzed a little bit, but I eventually dragged
him into the room and gave him a good talking to. At the time I'd
got to a temperature of 100. I had got gastro enteritis without
knowing it and I was off for the rest of the week after that so

I was feeling under the weather at that time. I think he was feeling
a little upset about something that had happened about two days
before with one of his mates. It wasn't me. And everything came to

a head and the more I've spoken to Clive about it, and Robert about
it and Tony and a couple of the female staff, Amn and Sue. Elaine's
with Robert so I spoke to those two at the same time, the more I
think it was me, realizing that I'd got someone that I'd got to
prove that I was better than because that's the only thing he would
accept, and because of that I was pulling down on him too much. And
because I had pulled down he just sart of....everything came to a
head at that particular time and he rebelled. As a result there are
rumours going round that (pupil) punched Mr. Birley in the mouth and
Mr. Birley is scared. It's not the case. And a couple of the forms
that I take say, "is it true you're scared of Alan sir? And you had
a fight with him." I just tuwn round and say, "yes, I'm really
frightened." Apart from that, I don't fight with school children and
I say this but whatever has happened from that confrontation, (pupil)
is no longer a problem, Whether he thinks that he's beaten me and
he's just going fo leave it at that;, I'm in charge, man, so, you
know, I'm just not bothered any more. That type of attitude. And

so all I've got to do is ask him and he'll do it. Or whether he
thinks that I know a bit more about the lad than anybody else does.
8o I am going to behave then so be behaves and I don't have any real

problem, The problem is solved as far as he is concerned. But fourth
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years ~ a definite problem, I'm starting to win a few of them around
more from respect on the rugby pitch. But on saying that, they are
not alweys the problem. It's the quiet ones, they terrify me half
the time. The noisy omnes I think you can cope with, you can catch
them ocut, once or twice and I feel it is a catching out. Catching
out enough to hurt and pulling thew down. I don't like doing it, as
far as I'm concerned it is a terrible technigue to use, on anybody.
Iive been pulled down with words before and I don't like words,

I would much prefer someone to come and hit me on the nose, and say
"I don't like what you said," and then everything is forgotton, and
everything goes on from normal after that. I much prefer that type of
confrontation than someone pulling me down with words. Words hurt and
and so I'm reluctant to use words. But sometimes it is necessary
and should we say the pen rather than the sword and I don't use the
sword at all except when I am, say, on a rugby pitch where a hard
tackle will suffice, rightly or wrongly I do use that type of
technigue. Less so on the football pitch but certainly in terms of
standing in a circuit training session ar volleyball or something.

So I try to show through example rather than through fear, I think
fear is the wrong thing to use in any situation. Although I don't
think you can help using anything but fear in a first year situation.
I think first years are frightened. I think thats the only time that

it can be used to advantage but its soon lost.

You have to gain the respect somehow, one way or another.

Yes., I don't think thats the way to gain respect. Again I think a
lot of people will disgree. I think a lot of people think the sword
mgy speak better.

Is there any caning going on in the school?

T don't know. I believe the Headmaster has used it once or twice

for exceptional cases.

They've had a real problem in this school combining three diffekent

schools and the history of it is one that has been a big strugele for them,
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I think....as an outsider in (Midland City) I've seen two or three

only on the basls that all teachers work together. And I think azs an
outsider I don't think the teachers here work together. Not only the
P.E. department I think....I was told by Robert that there was a
House System and they said if you want a House System the P.E.
department must supply one., Well the P,E. department supplied it,
but nobody took it on. No teachers would say, "Oh we'll belong to
this house or that house," and so there is nothing to identify with
except in sport and that is half the failing. I think if this was
brought together totally the house system or something that the
children can jidentify with because they can no longer identify with
the school. They have nobody they can identify with in the school
except, oh we go to Bamburgh Comp., But I don't think there is any
identification at all with teachers or with the pupils, that is a

big problem in the school,

Have vou had a chat to the Head at g1l since vou came? Has he invited

you in for a cup of cof'fee?

No. And quite honestly I think he'd take offence if I told him that.
What I've just told you.

I don't think you would tell it quite in those terms actually,

No. Well if you say anything like the past conversation to people like
that I probably would then try to justify it. But nobody would accept
it. Quite honestly I don't feel I'm articulate enough yet or diplomatic
enough to be able to pull off something like that. I have a tendency

to be blunt, straight to the point which again brings anguish to a lot
of people. I think I'm coping with it gradually. I don't often swear,

I don't swear at all at school and 1 don't often swear outside of school
only when I get very mad, [:do I ever swear that only comes once or

twice.]

I hope you stay in teaching because teaching need a lot of rebels

in it at the moment.,
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Well T hope to stay in it. The thing is I don't think I'm an awfully

good teacher yet. But I think that'll come.

Don't expect too much of your teaching. You've got a ngture that's

prepared to share sport. You enjoy your sport. You enjoy your rughy

for instance, you enjoy your volleyball and your gymnastics. And all
teaching is just sharing and inviting people to share it with you. The
people that will spoil it arc the people that want to prevent you
sharing it,

I'm not going to give up teaching because I feel that I'm a bad
teacher, I think half of it...I'm self critical anyway. I think half

of it is because I'm not articulate enough. I've not got the experience

b

of putting things over to children, especially up here. I've listened
to Robert and Charlie and Clive talking to children. They talk in =
totally different way to the way I've ever taught in a school in
¥idlands City to any ability. Any child with any ability, So I think
it's just switching on to the way the children are going to understand
it here, because I have 2 lot of trouble with words as well, they hardly

understand what I'm saying because some of the words are different,

That surprises me, Is that in reality? Do you think that's true or is it
Just_that you think that that's true?

I quite honestly think that they don't understand me, sometimes.

You are having no difficulty at all in articulating your ideas to me,
there is not once have you had any difficulty explaining who you are,

what you are, what you stand for, the things that you've got problems with,

That's because I'm sure of what I'm doing. I think you've got to latch

on very quickly to the mood of the child. If they're boistrous then you've
got to calm them down sometimes I think, before you can set a practice

up. And sometimes if you're not careful, not tiring them enough
physically to get their mental attention and I think that's where the
problem lies. Especially in my maths. It's an under-preparation rather
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than over=preparation which is something that I'm changing now.

But it's taken this first term to get hold of it. Also there

is a little bit of a oproblem with my maths anyway. They are my

form and I didn't know T was going to have a form before I came

up here., As far as the form teacher goes I feel that I'm not so much
a father because the age range is too close. I played with children

their age of the rugby pitch.

Which form have you gzot now?

Lth year form, 4th year tutorial. So I feel that I must be more of a
friend without tecoming friendly tc them sort of trying to stay

outside what they stand for but relate to them in some kind of way.
Well I've done that, the failure comes in discipline then. In my maths
lessons I should have distinguished between the two very quickly but
because I wasn't sure whet was going on in my first few weeks, how

the class was going to react I played this one wrong. I might be able
to pull it together next term but certainly next year will be different,
I'11l set a hard line to start off with, (6)

Are you likely to keep that form into the fifth vear?

No. T think they'll come up here. And I take another form. That's if
they offer me one. I won't refuse a form because I think it's a way
of getting in to find out more about the children I'm teaching.

And I don't think anybody could teach you how to make a particular form
relationship.

I feel I've got a good relationship with them. From a friendly basis

I learn about them a lot of them talk to me and tell me what they're
fearing at that particular time. But the trouble is it goes over into
a maths lesson., If I'm doing maths with them rightly or wrongly, one
of them will...he'll have finished or she'll have finished and turn
round to me and say, "that was easy sir, can't we do something harder?"
So I find them something harder and that's it, they don't want to go on
with that particular thing, but on saying that, I think a double lesson
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of mathematics for them is much too much., I'd much prefer to

see them sort of bringing in single periods of English and

Maths although they are necessary I think the single periods

should be there for English and Maths because they do find it

bard to concentrate. What I've done in the double period, I've

let them have 5 minutes in bhetween periods to just dc whatever
they want. It's unfortunate, because sometimes teachers will

come in at that particular point; see the kids running riot
virtually and they sort of loock at me and think, 'well what's he

up to?' that type of look. That type of look hurts as well,
because you think ah well, "they're going to have their eye on me."
They are going to pass it on to somewhere and it'll be totally
wrong. I had the P.E.A. come in on one of my first lessons, a
lower fourth year group for P.E. and I thought it went disastrously,
I didn't know what the kids were like, It was the first time I had

themsososo

He's been in to see you eagrly

Yes., It was four weeks in, he came in, I hadn't really got control

of the lesson, I just gave them each a ball and I just wanted to watch
them so I gave them two areas and I t0ld them to go and play in. This
was after the warm up. "Just go and play in the areas and I'1l come
and have a look at each of you." I had one group sit down and said,
"we're not doing it because we don't want to." And that's the way

they are. And the other group were playing quite happily. So while

I was talking to these lads who didn't want to do it, the other

group stopped because they'd had o little argument and it was a little
disorganised so that....eventually I got both teams working and
eventually I found out their weaknesses and strengths and at the end

I thought, "Oh dear, that was worse" and he happened to be there.,
Because you know a couple of them should have been clobbered. You know,
physically clobbered not sort of with the fist but with a hard tackle
or a hard pass or something just to make sure that they knew that

I was harder than they are., And I think again I probably contradicted
myself in what I was saying earlier. I think if you show that type of
thing to start off with you're not going to get it later on. And he
came to me after and he said, "what struck you about that lesson?"

I thought; "here we go". He said, "what struck you about the lesson?"
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I said, "to me those clilldren had very little idea".....he said,
"that's perfect, none of those children, what the hell are you
teaching them rugby foar? I'm going to have a word with Mr, James
about this, What are you teaching them rugby for? They couldn't
play rugby in a month of Sundays." That type of thing. So I brought
in a bit of college philosophy, you know, all this about the child
learning co-ordination and he was quite impressed by it. I don't
always agree with, I think it's a load of rubbish all this philosophy,
thank God the college taught me and he came off thinking I was a
reagonable teacher and H.0.D. ought to keep me. Clive told me.

He said, "you must have done something reasonable there/"he said,
"vou were a good teacher and then he halled at Clive for malking me
teach what he called a bum class, something that would be very
difficult, being the inexperienced teacher and so Clive guoted a
few figures and lack of equipment and apparatus and the P.E.A. soon

went, So we've not seen him since. But that's the way it went.

Four weeks isn't long enough to _settle in anywhere - he'll be back,

I feel I'm settling gradually there is still a few things...l'm gradually
becoming accepted by the P.E, staff. My humour is very difficult to grasp
hold of, I think some of the kids get it, but a lot of them don't. So

a lot of them think I'm just an idiot, which I suppose is a fair comment,
But some of the teachers don't understand my humour either., It's just
started working you know, things clock with Robert and Clive, I think,

is gradually getting hold of it. I don't think an awful lot of people
actually get what I'm talking about, If I go in and say, "can I

scream?" They'll turn round and look at me and I'1l go "Ahhhhhhhbhbhh"
like this and everyone sort of looks around and they don't realise

it's Just sort of my way of saying, "Oh God we've got these next',

sort of thing. But they're quite a hgppy bunch at times. I think some

of them are a bit moody at times. It's very unprofessional I suppose
telking about them that way but I'd say nothing here that I wouldn't

say to their faces anyway. They have been a great help.

Talking about the two problems, the confrontation and the fourth vear.

What have been the hish moments? Because you've got to hanz on to

some of these treasured moments,
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Yes, First year rugby I liked that; I like teaching first years,

they are enthusiastic. Second years, my rugby team, I like my

rughby team., They seem to like me, They have only lost 6 games and
every time they loose it's usually against a very bad team and I

tell them they deserve to. And then tell them why and then they'll
start and work towards that particular gosl. Some fourth years

came into me the other day and said, "Sir will you start a volleyball
club with us?" So I said, "yes" and I've got that volleyball team
and the fifth form have done the same. They are the really high
moments, when some of them actually come up and say, "sir, will

YOUsoooosoao'

End of Recording

Follow-up Comments

1. I tried part~time F.E. but after a £ull days work I found it hard
and had to give it up.

2e As the contract was, I teach P.E. and Remedial Maths I accepted
the Jjob,

3. I do not appear to have been bothered by the housing officer since
our last confrontation.

4o "Colour" comments have began to curtail; people I think are getting
used to us.

5. We have decided we definitely need a holiday away from everything.
So I am buying another tent and gear we need and we are going away
for Whitsun.

6. Rumour has it, I will not be teaching maths, or have a form next

year (not official yet),
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Compulsion

To we I would make P.E. compulsory except for 5tk form. I

believe in 5th form girls hoving a choice, becsuse I think
they are old enough to decide whether they come to school
or not. They are choosing what they want at school anyway,
and if it was left to me I would give the 5th form plenty
of choice, which isn't everybody's opinion. I don't know

whether you agree with that?

It is g point werth discussing because very often when schools

sav thot they make P.E. compulsory the way bhal it is lived out,

it isn't., In other words if someone is missing no one chases

them so that, in a sense, voluntary participation if not condemned,

is accepted. "Would vou do this with vour 5tk form?"

No I would make the 5th form do P.E. but I would give them a varilety
of subjects that they can choose what they want to do and I would
offer them various courses., Something more interesting, perhaps

a golf course or horse riding te try and keep their interest and
hope that they have got in the 5tk form will make them want to

do P.E. in the 4th form. Because I think that if school is compulsory
for the 5th form, then all education is compulsory and I think they
should do everything and I think the 5th form should have this
choice. It seems a reasonsble cut off doesn't it because they are
staying of their own free will., They are adults at 17 and 18 and
they are mature enough and I think they resent it if you make them

do things they don't want to do.

You were talking about choices then: Do you think that the children

at the older end are given too little or too much choice at this moment

in Fleetwith?

They are not given enough. With choice you are limited to your
facilities and staffing., With County cutting down on P.E. staff

you just can't do it if you haven't the staff and if you are given
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big numbers which we aren't at the moment. In the 5th form we
ore getting 90 between three staff, thot's obout 30 each and
if you are going to have big nmumbers the fcechears cin't offer
them the choices that the
smaller numbers which you are not going to get now. ‘Whereas
before at ducklebrough, I used to get smoller numbers. Here

it tends to be ever increasing numbers. It is not the head's
fault it is the trend in education. They are cutting down on
gtaf'f and putting more kids into the school. Next year there
vill be 4 staff short and we have 40 more kids coming in. There
are places like Aiden where they have & P.E. staff or something
like thet. Ve have 2 men and 2 women aud one part-timer coming
in when we have such big numbers. Ve can't offer the choice,
You can't take 30 kids horse riding. The meximum is about 10,
You must have staff. You have to have time and you have to

have money. I don't think money is such a problem here, because
most of the kids are willing to bring 50p to go horse riding and
even if they couldn't we used to make money from selling crisps
and orange julce and things. So money has not been a particular
problem over the last two years whilst you heve been building it
up? Transport is free. 'We have our own two mini buses and the

petrol is paid by the local autharity.

What kind of choice have you offered?

In the 5th form we hed horse riding, golf at the golf club, and we

did ice skating at the ice rink,

How successful looking back on it, did you think it was?

I was only involved in the horse riding, but the girls thought it was
great, The first time I took them especially the boys -

v

So_you took & group of boys_and girls to the riding stables?

F-Svn
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Yes. 1 switched the groups every term. So they had a term of

‘e was an option on

whether they wanted t 1, "o yanbs to go
horse riding, who wants to go icc skating, who wants to play goll?!

And then there was the ususl things here: volley ball, basket ball
and football. Two stalf steyed in schoel.. Of course we had more
staff then, we had three men at one time but one has left and we
had Ed who was the wouth tutor and he was doing P.E. so of course

we had reglly four men. Ve left two men here and two men went out,
We won't be able to have choices this year if they cut down any
more, My husband who is at Csllally tekes some bowling. I wouldn't
(1ds would heve liked bowling becsuse it is a bit
inactive but they think it is great. It is the sort of thing that

they can follow after school.

How long have you been in Hucklebrough?
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Seven years. Years I was in (loecal) school bhefore
had no choice where we went. The grammar school used to take the
first stream and we took the second. I had never taught non selective

groups t1i1l I got here.

When I moved from a selective school %o a non selective school it was

the biggest professional shock I have ever had. Did you find the same?

I found it so becsuse even when you asre on T.P. in Secondary schools

it is not the same thing. I had been five years in a selective school
and then I was put in here., The first lesson I took was what T would
usually do but it just didn't register at 2ll. I had to change
completely. You have to breck everything down so minutely for them and o
lot of them haven't got the co~ordination. You have to tell them about
ten times., Whereas with an intelligent form you tell them once =nd they
have got it, end it is Jjust revision the next lesson. But with this lot

you have to plug it and plug it,.

Are vou leaving the Job with any regrets?

Yo, I feel now that T would like s chong Before, T needed the money.

&
And now T don't need the money so much., I wmay come back, T think I
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was getting to the stage vhere I wasn't so enthusiastic. I
felt zs if I wasn't interested in the kids aryy more and so

I thought maybe I'll give it w vest,

e

When vou tallk about not beins so enthusisastis, what sre the

SU10 g

that crush vour spirit?

This is a very academic school. Sometimes you do not get the
support from the top that you should get. That snnoys me.

P.E., lessons are not important, you can miss that. Miss H. would
support you through thick and thin with psrents and people not
turning uwp and things. This Head is sometimes dubious in that

when yvou go in you don't know whether he is going to support you

or not, The other week we had an athletics match at another school
and 15 boys didn't turn up and the excuse wasg that 1t was exams,
The athletics match finished at 6 p.m. They could have gone home

and revised., ‘Vhen Pam went in to see the head his immediate reaction
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a big row and two hours later he had changed his mind and decided that
something should be done agbout the boys but his immediate reaction was
in favour of the exams. Fair enough exams are important, but he

does not back us when he should,

S0, that would be o contributory factor towards you losing some of
?

vour enthusiasn

I have done seven years and you get in a rut. I find that with P.T.
you tend to repeat a lot. You know you gel the first years and you
start with foot work zgain., Although they are different children you
tend to be repeating material all the time. Same things year in and

year out., T find it gets z bit boring sometinmes.

Do you feel that the P.E. teacher ought to get out after

while?

)

little




hardly.....l have not got the responsibility that I had with Paul

doing most of the administrative work. Previously I rzn my own
depertment. Here P, is the hesd :nd T am the deputy, sc I have

less work to do on that side. I run the girls things T always

w
o

did. But paper work, I don't have so much to do: meetings I don't

have to attend so muck. Psul does most of that.....

Do vou think thuv lucklebrough is zn averaoge or better than aversge

place for kids to continue with sports learned once thev leave school?

Mot having been anywhere else it is hard for me to say. I think the
standard of P.,E, is quite high looking at other areas locally. The
P.E. organizer used to come round to the schools and see what you

an'+ now
cn't

| add

were doing. He was always in, but he
good standard for Hucklebrough. He kept a very high standard, becouse
you never knew whether he was coming in or not and it used to keep you
on your toes. Vhereas now when you don't see anybody hardly some one
may pop in occasionally but with there beinz a P.E. organiser and an
asgistant, and it belng &« small place you knew exactly what was golng
on and yvou dare not sit them down and walk away. You had to teach.

If he came in he would tell you if he thought you were not doing it
properly. He came to heands of depertments even and if he did not
like the lzsson and he thought there was something vwrong with it he
wouldn't hesitate to tell them. IHe would say, "Look I think that
perhaps you should be doing this. Do you think that there is some-

-

thing wrong?" And he would discuss it,

So_he was generally interested in what was going on?

Yes. Be was very good, in that respect. He thought that at the time
< 3 &

o

Hucklebrough was not fantastically good at P.E.,..The standard of
P.%. teaching...but now he has gone out into County he said that

since he had been out of Hucklebrough he had realised that the
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standard was pretty high here. There are plenty of opportunities

S

here to do things. There is o good athletics club, there is &

e, there is o good badminton leagus and thore iz

Looking back on the progress that the school has made, where would

you place it's strengths and say thet this is an area of strength

in the school?

First of all with being in the Perk area we have got good kids.
They come from good homes. The discipline is good which is one of
its strengthe to start with., That's the schiool's strength it
depends which staff we have in. Iy strengths are netball, tennis,
badminton and consequently I have worked hard on that side. We
have County tennis players, County badminton players and County
netball champions. - you see! We f£ind that one of the pities of
P.E. is that you are judged on the strengths of vour teams. If

d:“

(]

you do well in outside competitions they think "She is quite go
But they don't look at the less able and look at their lessons and
say "They seem to be enjoying it." I have felt as o teacher that
the real values of the job are never on display:; your teams are and
your records are on display. You see some P.E. teachers will take
a lesson and leave the ones who are uvseless and just work on the
teams and things to get a good recard and to hell with the ones who
can't do it. I have alvieys tried to avoid this. I tend to ignore
the team members and spread them out so that they help the other

non~team members and do =1l your club woerk in clubs not in school

w

time,

A lot of teachers would szv the colleges have got their priorities

in the wrong order. Looking back on your itraining where would vou

w?

turn the tables snd say what the colleges ought to be concentrating on now?

I think T.P, is a false situation really. I think students need a
longer time in school. When you come down to our job, teaching is

teaching, you can sit in & classroom all day listening to somebody
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1 still nod be able to tesch, I +think that the

[
Q]
%]

=
o
H
O
£
3

jod]
|
3
O
<
0
I

ks in the first term should be longer.

o

b
jond
K
@]
[©]
@
o
=
)
+

v

Would vou go the whole hos and say have o Sandwicl course, & yesy in

college ond a vear out and a year after?

I think it would be & good idea. Because you don't know the
children. That is half the battle, getting to know the children,
I know they (the students) have to get lectures...But...How maIy
weeks do they (the students) get at the moment in schools at

Battles Cross?

They get about 13 weeks.

I came out of college in July and had a student in October and she
wes very good. Looking back on it I would have given her an A but
I only gave her a B as I had no standard to compare with. The one
I got the next year there was no comparison, Some of them are
prepared to work., Some of them aren't; some of them want you to

help them some of them don't.

Is there anv area that we hove not talked about that you would

like to discuss?

The thing that I think is going wrong with P.E. is 'enjoyment.' I thi

for perfection which we'll never get

18

P.E. teachers now are striving

and to me, now this past year, I have felt as long ~s they enjoy it,

ct

oes matter what they do or how they do 1t? 4ds long as they are
getting full enjoyment out of it perhaps that's our aim. I think
& lot of us have lost that. Teachers do this, do that, because it'e
on the curriculum, it's on our syllabus and we must get it done. 7e
have & syllabus here which we are supposed to follow. But to me I
would rather see them enjoy themselves and not do it very well, U4t
least you think they are getting something out of it. I remember
going out and thinking we must get through this and they must be
perfect ot it. T was guilty of it when I first came out. They all

had tc have the foot work off completely in Netboll. I used to worry

g
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and think if someons came out to wateh me and their foob work
iz atrocious they will think I am terrible, But it doesn
reully motter if thay zo out ond throw the ball ~nd their
footwork is mot guite
the past 7esr that hoas made me.....l used to be s perfectionist...
I am not now, When I first came here two yesrs sgo, especially
with the less able, I worked like stinl trying to get their foot
work up to standard and they must have been bored doing footwork

and footwork 2nd I was bored.

esoes0ol0st by the loud speaker system.

Do yvou think the school is strong from an enjoyment point of view?

[

es., They come down to P.E. quickly and they get changed quickly.

Hh

air measwe, With girls I have alwgys found that they

go through the stage where they lose interest. They think "Oh God
we have got to go down there and get changed" and I don't think
there is anything you can do about it. It 1s amazing., You get
someone in IVth who is sbsolutely terrible for about 6 months and
then they come out of it. I think they go through this stage and no
matter what you do or however hard you try they are not interested
and I don't think it iz owr fault, snd certainly not the facilities
or P.E. T accept this now. %e try and keep them interested, but
T don't leok =zt it and think it is my fault any more, I think tha
stage takes a lot of getting to, where you don't condemn yourself and
feel puilty. I don't think boys get it so much, but I heve noticed

e

this yeoxr that H. of D. has hed 2 lot of trouble with the IVth year,

He has hod a lot of trouble with his sthletics team. I would say
that in this school we have got an overall reasonable zstendard. Ve

try to include everything and whichever are our strengths the standards
are gquite high, but zs long o5 we lkeep an overall ressonable standard
I an guite happy. I don't have to win everything. VWhen I came out of
College I wanted to win everything. You tend to be like that because

you think I have got to prove myself,
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w long do vou think it {takes to gebt round to that point of view?

i Tew years -~ quite 2 few - Oh ves!

o

It is part of the P.l. animal isn't it., The competitive spirit?

Oh yes, we must win,

I wonder if we could short cut that sometimes?

You feel that if you don't win anything people will think I am
ascleas but I £ind that now I wp not co bothered sc long as they

go and they enjoy themselves. You do not get your personsgl presti
this way. I think o lot of it is your own personal prestige. You
think I went to be o good coach but now I am not so bothered if ny
nethsll teams don't win or abtendance isn't good. Mind you we still
win things and I am delighted when it happens. Now I stand there
guite cooly and calmly and think sc long as they enjoy it hat

is all there is whereas before I would say you have 0 win...now I
don't so long as you have enjoyed it. We have some good kids. They
have Jjust won the tennis tourngment. I still get »nleasure from

their swccess. If they win you are pleased, you can go inmto the

head and say "We've won", but I don't like to be judged as o P.E.
teacher on how well the teams perform. I have worked really herd

at the nethall though it is not gomething extra special but they are
£till doing well. T think you should try and introduce them %o

adult organisaetions. I think you should try to introduce them before
they lezve school....this is what I heove tried to do because they are
bedminton players I have tried to introduce them to & club, the same
as tennis players. Initially I put them on the Green Shield course,
If they are sure that they like it I say "ihat zbout joining (named)
tennis club®" I introduce them to it. I heve a link with this man
who coaches juniors. He'll ring me up and say '"Have you anybody who
is interested and who would like to come Ffor coaching?" Then they
grow up with the club and enjoy it. This is why I don't like
athletics because I am not very good at it myself and once they have

left school there is very few who keep it up., It is not a social



sport like termniz, budminton cad netball,

Do vou still plav?

I used to play for (named club) at one time. Then I packed in for
tWo years....for badninton.,..l play tennic op well and netball, I
went back last year and joined a different one because I have a lot
of friends there. The standard is not so high. When I went Lo play
I was playing against two of the kids that I had taught and one was
on the lst ladies', in the A team and she has come on tremendously
and is a really good player now. I found it very rewsrding, and I
lost! There are three from school who were in the tennis towrnament
and had entered the ladies' singles although they were only juniors
and they did quite well. This to me is mare important than athletics
where they have three matches and that's it and they forget it.

It's important to have given them the opportunity. I would like to
think that they had the opportunity to carry on. The good nethall
pleyers I take them along to the County and then I +try to keep them

interested in the County.

Yhy don't cood netball players....zood ot school snd keen at school

carry on afterwards?

I think that in a lot of places they don't know where to go to play.
There iz 2 league in Eucklebrough. I was going to enter & school

team, I was golng to ring up all the players that used to play for

me and ask them if they wanted to go, but I never got round to it

I was so busy, and I regret it now. I should have done it yecars 2g0eecso

sinst teams of girls that I have taught....the

I mean I have played =

ones who go to factaries a lot of them have netball teams.....Most

’.’

e teams entered are from factories or shops.. There is opportunity
there., But you see if they are not going to somewhere like this I
think they (the school) would find it herd beccouse there is not

really a team that they can join unless they are working in a factory
or & shop.... the only alternative for that is the County... and the
standard is & bit high... too high. It's going to get harder in

County - before all the P.E. teachers knew each other we used to
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go ~ say ‘"Helle aArthwer How cre you'- Buot now vhen I go to an
athletics meeting I only know hald of the staff. I don't know
then and they don't know mc and yet before I knew everybody -
Mind you Hucklebrough were a good education authority! We did not
know how well off we were until we went into County. They have no
thought for the teachers in that respect. If you wanted to know
anything about your pay - you just rang up the office or went in
and - you were attended to straight away - Mow you heve to see
about six officers - and you still don't get to see anyone ~ It
was like a family.
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How long have you been here?

'wo years. This is my first crppoinsment. You probably want to know

If vou want to tell me.

I suppose that it would be slightly unprofessional to talk about
people in the department.

It would be naive to imagine that there is no conflict between

cOllegrues 1o a department of this sige, And my records will be

totally anonymous.

Well...my Head of Department.

If it were not for A, would vou be steying in P,E. do vou think?

For much longer than I am doing, Yes. And in County et the moment
it is very difficult to get out. Feople are hanging on to their

jobsees.I can't get out,

Tou are moving over to what?

General Science 1lst and 2nd years.

When vou were at college did vou study both P.E. and Science?

Well sctually when I was at College I could not get on to a Secondary

course at all., They were 211 full,

Yhich college was it?

City College.

So you took a general course. bBut vou have always had an interest in sports?

T have 2lwsys had an interest in sport, Yes, All games, I am an &1l

rounder....no special interest really.
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So vou have changed o lot in two vears?

Tell me how wvou have changed

I'm

[T

nite disillusione

q actuplly. Especially with Comp e :
Fducetion z2s & whole, Not just F.E. I've talked to L. about it
actumally, T've talked to a large number of the chaps about it...
when there were two separate schools a Secondery School and a
Grammer School everything was fine. There was very few kids
dodging out of F.E, But now you get a hell of a lot (pause).
But what can you do about it? The thing is that T was probably
spoilt at school. I went to a Grammar School and you had to have
this, that and the other - everybody tock FLE, T wouldn't say we
enjoyed it but we took it.

Are vou from Hucklebroug

Lok NS OW I

Yesg, I went to Laithes. I got a good course there. The facilities

here are poor.,

Have vou hsd your spirit crushed?

5
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T am not the sort that has my spirit crushed. T have

resilience,..of course I had the initiasl enthusiasm,

]
ot
)
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zhsolute utmost to ret things working for me,

< < <

that did you try?

| A

4g far as getting kids to bring gear is concerned? Well we have
gear leid around....we give them geor, lend thenm geer. Tt's lost in
the next week or two. It's probably stashed away =t school. It happens

week after week after week.

How do we tell students about this? Is there any point in telline them?
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I think there is, yes.

vr
Iyl

Tow you tell it is a different guestion,

Vost students have probably been throush the same system as T

have, 8o they will have their cyes practicelly clozed to it the

o
same way that 1 had vhen I Tirst came inte it. BSo you can tell
them about it on teachins practice....0n teaching practice T can

never remember guy kids missing P.B.....But here some of the clazses

s

we getoosos

Do you think that P.E. should be compulsory?

It should be for the first three years. But not throughout., Vext

vear the £ifth vear P.E. will be wolvnbtary then.

You approve of this policy?

Yes. There is golng to be gt least six stalf free at that time

for the whole of one afternoon. All the P.E. facilities will be

open - they can do whatever they like so long as there is a

member of gtaff there to ensure that there is no damage. And there
-

will also be a member of staff in the common room, It's all Vednesday

afternoons.

Yill vou be imvolved in this?

I hope so = I haven't got my timetable yet,

S0 yvou are hoping to keen = F.E, strand open?

Oh yes. I om keeping on my out of school activities of course.
“hich I have a hell of a lot wmore enthugiasm Tor. I will only
have the creezm for my out of door activitiss. I think trat thie

should heppen with the fTourth yewurs os well. I would say that

there is only a quarter of the fowth year don't take F.E. Tor
verious reasons. Obviously some of them are permanently injured

anyway. Put there is quite a few do anything.....skive...do anything,
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There seems tc be no point in obliging them to participate?

You see there is no diff'iculty like this in the third years.

It seems to happen between the third and fourth year.

Do vou think that this is a2 problem of the neighbourhood?

+

Yeseoesolhere are three different sets of people who come to this

school. There's the Grammsr school people, which is drawn from guite

e
t

a big area...from Basingley from all over place, they are
tremendous, You get 1007 participation. You get the Drake's Field
kids, which are the Breakwater kids. They are the dregs. And you

get about L5-5007 co-operation., Then you have your first and second
year up here, Sec, Mod. kids which are the first rezl Comprehengive
system kids. They are not so bade...s0rt of in between the two. It's
very difficult. You can go up to the Bregkwater and teach two groups
of fGrammar School kids and the next lesson you have the Drake's field

kidSese..v0u have to change completely. It's dreadful.

Can you tell me of how it shocked vou?

Hands in pockets, chewing gum, "Haven't got any gear".... "what are
you going to do about 1t?" Then you get some...'"Me dad's out of work"
"Well I'11 give you some..." I say. Give them it and next week, "Ch
I've lost it"...This happencd the very first week T was here tw

years ago. And if that's not deflating, T don't know what is. As much
as you try to help them they reject it.....The trouble is with the
Drake's Field kids....when they were eleven years o0ld and they went
to the secondary school, their idea of P.E. was getting a football
and just changing their shoes and going into the yard.....to kick a
ball. So of course when I came, trying to impress myself upon them...
"Can we plgy football sir?" "no, it's time for gymnastics”

"Jumping over boxes and things"? You try your hardest to give them
yvour hest prepared lessons "Orrr...a 1ot of rubbish..." It kills it

absolutely stone dcad. I tried this summer %o give them a choice in
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the sports hall got the cricket nets out, scome to play volleyball
others to play padder tennis and badminton to onc other gide of
+

1~

12t8. .00 "hot o lood of rubbizh.....Can't we get the

4]

ot work

Do vou think that it neecds special training to deal with these

kinds of oroblems?

As far as training teachers is concerned there is not enough
practical at 2ll. Actually going out inte a real cross section

of schools and seeing them in action. You get, let’s see, thirteen
weeks teaching practice in three years....It's not enough. Not
necessarily teaching....just going and looking at the spvecial
oroblems that varioug schools have, I mesn I could write a book

on this place.

T think that te

0

chers in such circumstances need 2 special kind

of devotion....otherwise it destroys them. I'm not sure that

colleges of education are equipped to deal with this at the moment.

There is only one solution to the problems in this place and that

is everyone on one site,

But vou are prevered to stay here?

Yes but 1 shall be teaching first and second years on this site.
So T shall get to know the kKids. I shell not be flying around

from one site to another.

There must have bheen moments of enjoyment and setis

Where have these been?

1 don't think thet it happens like that. It is & eradual process.

I can see some of my work coming through now. I'm very interested in
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gvmnastics. And I've run & gymnastics club for two years.
One of my kids was top in thc town this year. And T think I

hzd somcthing to do with it., /And one or twe kids thet weren't

g &
I gon't think thaet its my job to meke d kids brillient. Rather

make 211 the ki
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Are the ovportunities for continuation of sports interests good in

Hucklebrough in your opinion?

Very much so, yes. It's one of the hottest towns in the north for

football, criciket, rugbv.....all schools have got sports halls,

all schools 2lso have evening institutes.

So vou think thet it would be easv for anv bovs to leave here and

£ind a club where he can do whatever he wants to do?

Mo nroblems ot all.,

Do vou have & general impression of the number of pupils who will

be continuing an interest this vear? How many will continue with

any sport?

T would say quite a few of the boys.....very very few of the girls

if any.

Doesg it matter to you as a FP.E. teacher, what they do after school?

Well surely its our job to get them interested in something. I don't
care 1if he is not doing very well...but the fact is that he is taking

part.,.and enjoying themgelves,

Tell me gbout scme of the anags which vou mentioned earlier,

“iell the Tact that we sre spread out for z gstart. Which means that

the equipment had to bte spread out. So that you pet some parts of the

site where there 1s no equipment. Cut at the Freskwst
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little eqguipment at s1l. There's nothing wp there...no jumping »nits,
“That there is there is smashed so you can't get nets up. 411 the
side netting is smashed down, you can't practice a backhand drive

into the nets. Coming back to 4. again. He hoards the eguipment.

He heos on Alladin's Cove scmevhere in the Breakwator. Ve know thet
he had 2 dozen hockey sticks delivered but only one dozen have
appearsly.. o the rest are stashed awey.....de would not release them
even when we need them, There must be at least 30 footballs over

at another site that must be 10, 12, 14 yesars old.

Tou sound angry.

I am. There has been many o closh between him and members of

staff who run sports teams., Tatty shirts and = couple of shoddy

ballse..well it or 2 very nice atmosphere,

“hat's the solution to 1t7

T can't sece = solutione....A. is so stubborn and set in his waySeeo.
think he is still =t the Grammar School (in spirit), doing what he

used to do. And it deoesn't work here. 3nd he wonders why his team is

cracking up., Criticism or protest is like water off a ducks back,

He's so thick skinned,

If vou vere Head of Department what changes would vou make?

2

et the stoff tean together. Get the team to understand your problems.
Ao, doesn't do that. The steff meetings that ve hove usually end i
set to betwsen Peter and L. (long pause). P. used to be Head of
Depertment of the Becondery School and they both have their different

idegs and different wuys., It is o very unhappy climate.

Ir therc anything that ieg goine for you?

4
-+

is very difficult to find something, The thing that does

for us is

™
o]

ew good kids that there are in school, who
ere willing to do anything for you. There iz nothing that is

2211y going well. After a day in this place and T might have
to

(

o down to Dovedale or somewhere for o soccer metch after school,
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I heve to come back on Setwdey morning Jor o rughy match at

Y

2,30, . .think, just can't take it ooy more, Butbt the thing ie

thet 1 go sinmply tecauseo....wcll T've got the better kids.

And T get cn with them very well., And I Pfecl betler after doing
it.e...(long peuse).....I'm just plezsed to he gebting out.

T would like to keepn in touch with vou to see il yvour move to

the Science Department does work out.

There is vervy 1ittle elge T can do. "h's ctocked against me,

There are two meain problems which T can't change....The size of
Sehool oand the Hegd of D . With o differsnt Heod of
Department «nd ¢ distribution of 2ll the equipment that is stashed

around it might be very different. At least tolergble. Ve could
have some very gonod sports teams here. Put sy enthusiassn has just

1
L

gone down the drain....l am aware thaot it i3z nertly wmy faulit,

But next year it will pick up in science....l know that. There is
so much more going for it. One thing...the other comprehensives
in the town. Dovedale ig about the biggest and it always does well
simply because of the numbers. I've seen practices going on in
there and there's been hundreds of iids ot each practice. Don't
know why, becausge that is on & split sight as well....not as bad
as this one. There is only one purpose built comprehensive school
and thst's Eltermere. That is in a first class residential ares...
Alweys does well, T think there ie only Gargrave school that isan't
split site. I think this could, ifthingg stey the same way practically
destroy the out of school activities when kidz have finighed. I think
that it could destroy it. Obviously you will still get your kids

going through who are really interested. But I think there could be

a2 hell of a lot more going intc the clubs on leaving.

End of Recording

o Follow-up Comments,
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Fas the clhicnre from o o« tooch

oy
Comprehensive structure affected you personally?

Yes., It's killed my enthusisasm, “hen I first came, They did not

wave o P.E. teacher for 2 tern I think., And she left at the Easter....-
and they had two nart timers. So when I came I started from

screteh virtually., Keen you know, doing everything. And then taught
Tor three vears....L. was quite enjeoying it then...running the nethall
and hockey. It has always been o hard school. The present first and
second years are lifting the school. 3But the fifth yesrs came in my
first year here and they have been problems right through. They were

a reough bunch. Cocky you know...and they caught me a bit inexperienced
as well, But the present fourth gnd third year sren't too bad, First
and second year better. You see the better ones, the o0ld Grammar
School ones are at the other end(other site) and the two classes
(social/achievement) never meet. If you had the two fifth year

groups mixing & bit you might have 1lifted the standard = bit. But

they ore two separste schools still.

Are thev mixine ab the lower end?

Yes, The first ond second year are all here now. They are now in

mixed ability groups. Feuxt year when we band them we may get a

bottom band. But at least we have them cstablished in bringing

kit and discipline and this type of thing. ‘Vhereas the £ifth year
%

secondzry modern have to stay on until they are 16. They are just

not interested at sll really.

What particuler thing has dulled vour enthusissm?

Partly because there's so many kids...teams and practices you've

had to duplicate if you wanted = hockey practice you had half your
kids from this end, half from the other end (the Breakwater). You
cither had to bus them or take them down by car or have after-school
practices....well some of them are colliery kids ‘'cos they come from
Basingley. So they go home 4 o'clock prompt. First mateh I had to

introduce the team practically...you know, "She's your right half"..
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ifficult, Az T say the Junior school 1s not too
difficult. At least they play together. And they 2ll know each

other, But,.I den't kuov...the Senlor school..it's

completely different schools,

Whatl creas have vou lost enthusiasm for?

(93]
[@]
4

Well I stopped doing the netbell, Kathleen took that over.
left with the hockey and the gymnastics. There was just

L

any . Decd keen you know, I used to get 5C o0dd coming, And T
either had to de two lunclh time practices and another ons after

here vms anch 2 erest range of

hink they are Qlgz Forbet ocnd they come desad

keen, It wo

£

ood but T thought well you are really going to have

b

2lise herc., And then you come up against the problems of

‘-Jo

0 spec

Eal

wnether you are guelificd to teach formal gymnzstice. Becuuse some

of then were gettluy to the stage of flick flecks and that type of
ed

thing - well with doing modern educatioml dance at college, you

n

are putting your head on a block rather (taking sefety risks).

Could vou have got wuzlified in Hucklebrough (for symnzstics)?

No, We once had & course tc Beeston this winter, that was taken by
Sue Redhegd. It was just for Club Coaches Awsrds though., It vasn't

& very high award. It was not that far advanced, 1

[

was Just bhasic

filoor worke.

4.,

30 vou have tc select the onupils who can join the club?

1.

twe lunch hovrs, two hockey proctices on lunch hours....there just
pasn't the time. 77 rou were on one site you could rua one practicc

I the school,



m
EN

ell e zbout muen o

neighbourhoed school

Whot keens vou sticking ot the job?

The money 1 suppose. Beccnse ny husbend ie still o student., T
don't dread coming in ar arnvthing....It's just that they don't
want to do anything.

Y

Do vou think it will be g =zood idez to mske P.E, in

CL.
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o
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voluntary?

I will tell you next yesr. It hasn't worked this year vwhen it

=

is
has besn compulzory. It should be hetter. I'm for the experiment
to see how it goes. The thing is that they have a2 whole afternoon

on P.E. which might be too long for then.

Have vou campaisgned for it?

©
i~
g
°

I hgve not had much say in it actue

Do vou regent that?

ALid

Tell Alan, he does all the adminis

tret

tretive work.eseo

And vou're not consulted?

"ell very little. I feel thot the girles zre done to bodl

~
[

to be second cless citizens. We hove

Ther ten

4

“
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pitch., We've tried for a nethell court for cges...but, nothing.
Ve heven't on outdoor court gt ¢1l, Te've been trying to get one
there since 3eptember. It wasn't

Vle have sean Alan aboub it. We've gone behind

« But it hasn't come yet,

Do vou do any teachine in the Youth Club?

Ho, None of the P,B. stafl do any.

Te it 2 tlrivine Youth Centre?

Oh it has improved. It's picking vp now....guite good.

Have vou changed in vour beliefs since leavine collegs?

I don't know. I don't think you kinow 211 the problems until you get
out intc 2 school....orgenisghionwigse. It was a bilt difficult at

first in

©

gmall devartment....feeling your way end asking Peter,
you know, Should I do this or will this work...? Then we started
we had o ten day timetable and classes had three doubles in that
ten days, which wesn't satisfactory. DBecause if they forgot their
kit they would say, "Oh it was week one,..or twol..it wos terrible,
I first started off doing Hockey, dethall, Uymnastics and that

wag wrong. I should have blocked it, I should have done three
weekg or a month on one activity. I fell inte thet one straight
away, which I showld have known aboub. T should hazve nursued one
thing and got a retwrn on 1t. I was trying to do too much, I realise
now that that didn't work,

Fow many of the leavers will be involved in any form of recregtion

O

or sports club....on the girls side

Possibly not many. Perhaps the Youth Club...5 o side football perhaps

s 08 a
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Tor Rirls?
It's o loet rosort Por them., They cre not
When do they have & P.E, choice?

In the fourth yesr. Well in the third yeor
trampoline and baduinvon for six wesks with

first and second year standerd gymnsstics,
you know, the usual.....

2 - - -~
Al balnce:

Wendy has done some of the first year dance

done so far.

Ané then in the fourth yesr, vhen we have had

keen on unch el

T do a little pit of

then following the

swimmlog, games,

but that is all we've

the full

year group, and option course when they have a choice of Mockey,
Vethall still; they cen have six weeks of swinming there's
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amp table ternis, badminton in the
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11ne.

over here. Tennis; athleticse...,.It's quit

think the degree of choice is gbout right

do
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some time they
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the fourth year at games.
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they would all be quite !

cen't stick in t

round,...otherwise

sports hall, gymnastics
e 2 good choice. T
You insist that over

...0NEe game....,They

211 the time...make them change

happy %o stay in the

pool or happy to pley table tennis and such.

How do vou feel about this baby minding

function?

Well gome of the fowrth year I shall be

doing scomething and keeping themselves sumused,

t
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the ones who will gquite likely

or netbhall all the time...They
s being very physicel...they are quite enj

with it. I think thst's 0.K, Butit'e
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those
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who won't do anything that I can'
but what else could you offer them....It's

present £ifth year that have been really ha

quite happy if

don't regard table tennis

they are

because these are

drop out.,..if they had to do hockey

oying it and getting on

who have 211 the choice

understand. T know how they feel

It's

The present fourth

problem, the

d—ﬁ

and bhadminton



year are not too Lad,

What is the root cause of the problem?

Portly their homes. Ve get a lot who wring notes, either written

£330

by themselves or thelr parents, excusing them...time after tine.
e know it's Just an excuse it is not 2 genulne rewson.
apparatus?

gy

Do vou heve enough
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Jo., There is very little down at the PFreskwater Site. There's a
wughy £ CR N thot'le o211, 54 wregent T hove Pour third yeor olssses
Pirld, thetle 2131, 2% wwegent T hove Pour third venr oleosses

dovn there...two of those are sgrammgr school clazses...they are

deszd keen, There is no high Jump apraratus, there ig one smell

i Ny

cynnastics landing rat...that's not enough. Mo long Jump pits,

on any of the sites. We can do throwing events,
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which ere not advised by the P.E. Organiser....so you are sticking
your neck oult a bit if you do javelin. If we tezch javelin we
have to stay with that group....which is fair enousgh...you must be
close to them anywey. Then we came to the point that "should
probationary teachers be allowed to teach high jump"? Tt was
hecomling that there was nothing left apart from rumning, There

ien't a netbell court down there at 211. Not at all. Eltermere had

a good tradition of hockey. There iz o tennis court which are public...

the town's....we have the use of., So the facilities sre very poor.

<

There is a small gym and 2 sports hell which isn't too bad hecause

there zre only ever two steff down there. So that if it is wet you
can get inside. And last year we were coming up here to do hockey
and netbhall + 1 cut youwr lesson by half,

Do vou ever talk to the Head? Do vou have any ides of what he thinks

about P.E?

Broosollossoiell he gives 1t his support. He likes to sece things

o]

ha pening. But......

Yhat sort of thinegs?
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Teams., He doez support uve gquite well., le goes to see teams
pleying. This type of thing.
Hae he ever invited vou in and asked to $slk P.I7
Oh no. \ohucLle) I don't think that he hag the time. Well I've krown
hin since T came here; he wog the deputy hend,..go it's not asz though

new hezdmaster
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Do vou think that he should find time?

1 think that he 1s going to tr is. It has been sugsested

i
that he has 15 minutes with esch member of staff next year...with

s
a sherry hand, he's going to be nloniey by the end of the day.

But does he know that the #irls are settins ¢ row deal?

Nh
)

v ! 1- o 3
res, he knoyc thi
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court. We've complained to

I would be nerticularly grgteful if vhen I czme back at intervals

next vear, vou would moke 2 note the thinegs vhich sre nreventing

vou from rgetting on with the job that vou want to do. That meke 1ife

difficult,

b}

Well the team will be changin N...this year has secmed 2 lot

better because there has been threse of us on the girls side. e
have known each other and got zlong better., BSecond yeer o

Comprehensive,

You are roins to be the onlv one left szain in Sentenber so thal vou

ere goine to have to make now relebionships with two women collessues,

el

It i difficult, Which nmeans thot T

£ ugh ead of clesses again,
Because thev are probationers they get perhiaps the first and second

vears. And you just hope that they will just

]

temp on them, and get

<

’ 2 Bl vvenr g e N
them zoing the way we wont them,



sve most dmoortont to vou now, hal
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No follow=up comments.
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In what ways have vou changed?

Well that (her dissertation favouring compulsory P.E.) was
really for the fifth years....that it must be compulsory.
But I know its not long, two years. But just seeing them....
they are Jjust not interested whatsoever. And I would say
that this is a fairly good cross section of kids that we
have had.

You have spent a year at Markton and a vear here?

Yes. Of course the comprehensive reorganisation has coincided
with the rosla legislation...most of the fourth year would have
left,

At Markton were they compelled to do P.E?

Yes. They all had it on their timetable,

It's on the timetable but in practice they skive and bring notes...?

Yes....Now I don't know whether this is because from an early

age they get a lot of choice I think these days. And when they
get to the fif'th year they get so much choice, 2nd the choices

is there again and instead of trying to stick to the hockey,
netball in the fifth year it's things like badminton, trampoline,
table tennis all the things that they wouldn't do in the early
yvears. And they throw it all back at us. "We've tried everything",
And this year it just happened to work out on the timetable that

I ended up with all the fifth years single P.E. classes...and I
was demented at Easter time. I had tried it all. No matter what

I tried they Jjust threw it all back at me...from September to
Easter...they weren't interested. S50 in the end all I could do
with them was ecach lesson we sat and wrote, And they would rather
do...what they liked to do was not P,E. What they liked was sums.
And this is what they thought was great. And if I went in with suus
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each week...this is what they called them 'sums'...not 'maths',
then that's what we did, Fifth year girls...didn't want P.E.

at all, No way. They were offered everything. Everything.

Were these very particular fifth form kids? Needing special provision?

They were really non-exam. This is the vast difference you see.
At P.E. they are all non exams 5R, 58....rubbish really. Now at
the other end, when I go down there (the Breakwater) I take 5
alpha A.

txplain this gplit site,

Well this site.....its supposed to be comprehensive but this

is the Secondary Modern. Breskwater is the Grammar still. So
that's the Grammar end down there. Once they have moved out

down there then it will be comprehensive. But at the moment it

is definitely two schools gtill., Now you scc when I go down
there and take 5 alpha A. Beautiful...the girls...I go into

the class,..all fifth year girls...They are in shorts and T-ghirts.
They are grammar school girls., We do games..we do everything.

We've done hockey, introduced basketball.

So vou live two lives then?

Absolutely. But I have to come up here and take these. And I
walk into this lot and they say "Oh we are not doing anything
today....can we have sums or..." That's the contrast between
them. Most when they are in the fif'th year, say that they don't
teach them...they just keep them occupied..they Jjust keep them

busy for the lesson.

Did you feel bad about this?

It worried me to start with. I thought that I was incapable.
You see...that I couldn't manage them. But when I spoke to the
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others (teachers) It is surprising the number of people who
wouldn't even have them. Because they were frightened of
taking them for a lesson. 'Cos they were so wild..wouldn't

have them.

Looking back on it now, vou will agree that you only teach

by the permission of the children...l don't want to put wards

into your mouth,...you only teach by the contract. You are the

one who will say "at least I will face them"....and take them on.

How did vou resolve the problem when they said "We want sums".

And you gave them sums,

Thig visit., I thought, perhaps I haven't had enough experience
for dealing with it. Perhaps I shouldn't have had them as fifth
years. I went through all of this...perhaps Pam should have

had them as Head of Department. She's done longer. So I tried
everything, I tried different gpproaches...Going in and being
very nice to them and saying, '"Right what would you like to do
this lesson?' And talking to them...But even then they didn't
seem mature enough to talk to me back like that. They couldn't
accept that I was being nice to them. And they fought shy of
this.

Would you call them hostile?

Yes. Definitely. So another week I would go in and think "right,
damn them all. They are going to do what I want them to do and

that was it."

They would not take that either?

And I was going to go in and say "I could get them into the gym...
You will sit there for a single lesson and get your shoes off,.."
you see they are all in trousers as well, which is another big

drew back up here at this end. Now the other end most of them are

in skirts. This end, trousers. Now I can't make them take their
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trousers off. Whereas if they were in a skirt...I could take

their shoes off.

ime distributed on the sites?

Four days up here (Sec,Mod) and one day down there (G.S. site).

We all do one day down there.

What is done down there is much more effective anyway?

Yes much more.

So this site is a problem site?

Definitely., You see on a Thursday, I travel up on a Thursday,

my one day down there. I still have to come up here for a double
lesson. And I have two fourth year classes down there,..and I
come up to fourth years here. And the contrast...having to change
so quickly. Because I take 4B and 4 Alpha A which again are the
grammar school girls...all in uniform...all with kit...and I
leave them and come up to fourth years here which are secondary
kids.

Where does this rot start?

They said in their fourth year that they were going to be a bad
fifth year. So I think that it must have been in the fouwrth year
they started feeling their feet. And people don't put them down
quick enough.....l know you can't really stop them but they
should be disciplined. So that in the fifth year they are prepared
to be taught. But they are not. They want to leave and that's

it.

How about the present fourth years?

How I think the present fourth years...because I have taken them
all, will be 0.K. next year. I think that they will be fine.
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Now is that because they know you better?

I think so yes....And yet when I said this when we were talking

in the staff room among the fourth year heads...'X’ and 'Y! and I
said "Oh well far P.E. next year, there won't be half the problems..."
and they were swrprised. And they said "Ch there will be with these
fourth years". And I gaid, "Never"...You see I have no problems.
They have 21l done P.E.....No problems at all. I don't think there
will be any problems...Some of these fourth year girls...you see
there is a group of them, about six who are nasty...that age they
are going to start..Now they started not bringing kit. So I caned
thew. S0 they brought it after that. 1f you did that in the fifth
year they would do it.

The kids in this part of the school are from this neighbourhood
are they?

Their backgrounds - no wonder they are like that., Yes. Sometimes
we play hell with them for having no kit... the number of kids...
there's one whose father has just committed suicide..so mother
went off with another man...she'd got two living with her at the
time...They are all the same. It's their background. No wonder
the kids don't respond,

The school problem is the home problem? Its not incompetence on

your own part. You no longer feel puilty about it..... It must

have made you anxious gwhile?

It made me think a2 lot. I used to talk to my husband about it.

How do I tell students about it? And make it convineing?

How can I tell tham the Shirley A. story? And would they believe me?

No they wouldn't.

I'm wasting my time!

(chuckle) But I really did...I thought is it me? Or aren't I capable?
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But did vou ever feel that you were not capable? Because you

knew that you were good. You just knew, didn't you?

Oh yves. I thought, perhaps I'm not really any good. There was one
stage when I was really getting worried gbout it...And my husband
said "Would you rather come out of teaching?"...."rather than
battle?" And I thought "ilo" and yet there must be an easier way
of making a living than having to face a2 class every day that is

Just rebelious.

Do vou think that vou can be too conscientious?

Perhaps..yes. Because when I realised about Easter time that
people were taking the easy way out say "Oh you just do what
you want'" you know, This is where it all stems from. Instead

of trying to do something with them.

Ve are selling the wrong stuff at college aren't we?

I think so.

What should we sell?

All the rotten stuff. How to deal with all the lousey classes,

I always remember in college you know, when we had that
demonstration from Miss W.....The Girls High Schecol class,

coming up for Gym. We all thought it was so good. All those

little kids...immaculate with their school uniform...not a squeak.
If she seid forward roll, "get over your mat in ten different ways".
They went over. You go into these classes here and say "four ways

of getting over your mat" Eh? And they stand and look at you.

Have you met many of the parents?

No. We never see them.
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Suppose you viere staving here and tryine to grapple with

these problems..or would you take the easy way out?

This is difficult. I think having had them in the fourth year

I would go in saying that nobody is going to get awey with not

doing it. DBecause I have taken them for a year,

Would vou think that it would be worthwhile making them do it?

Probably not. And yet if they are timetabled I think you have
to follow it. But they probably wouldn't get anything out
of it anyway.

Tell me what you have tried since September.,

They don't have to go outdoors at &ll, Which is the main thing

in the fifth year...they don't like to have to go out because

it is cold. 50 they could do football...Ilt's not allowed bub...
fifth years...They would have a go. Yes it sparked an interest.
"Well we can go on and play like this? In our boots and trousers?"
"No, you bring a skirt or you bring something just to change

into and we will go in." "Fo chance". They are not bringing
anything to change into. So that went. But that sparked an
interest..because they play it on the streets apparently. I'11
show you basketball...you know a good game. No. Badminton, Table
tennis, trampolining? All these were rejected. They would have done

football if they could have gone in in boots and trousers.

Did you try that?

No you couldn't. Ne that's not allowed. Hot in anyway. Well A.
wouldn't have it not on the floors or anything. But we have a
pile of shorts here, spare shorts...which I said "I'll provide
the shorts...next week all you've got to do is to takeyour shoes
off and we will go in"...."No". "Changing is out". So I said
to them, "Well I've tried = when you are prepared to change you

can tell me. Until then we will work." And you see I thought
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that work was going to be a penalty. And when I went in and
said, "right, we will do some maths today...we are going to

do some multiplication." "Multiplication?" 8o I had to call
it 'times'. So we had to talk in 'times' and ‘addy upsfe..
Gave them all these 'times' and...."can we do that next week?"
What have I done? (chuckle). I didn't know what I had done
then. So we've done maths...just to keep them happy. You see
they want to be treated as adults...the big thing..you know.

I know a couple who said to A. when I was playing hell with
them, "She doesn't treat us old enough". Which I thought
about. "She treats us like kids." I said to A.'T tried"..
"T've spoken to them as adults but they don't respond. Lhey
can't take it as adults even though they insist that they
want to be., Then after Easter there was a lot of them left

at Easter that could and they knew that they were all going to
go by about half term.... they started doing things like
games (Paper or Verbal) naming as many flowers 'M' a letter..
that was great.

What effect has this had on the 'professional' you?

I think that I have given in. And instead of sticking to it

to teach them as I am supposed to do, I was letting them get
away with it...doing games (chuckle). I don't know whether

I do right or not. It has certainly eased my life. Much easier
after Baster. It's not just me because A. doesn't do anything
with his so I can't learn anything from him. You see he doesn't
back you up, (I shouldn't talk about him).

In reality working in teams is never easy, and can be very stressful.

Team work can be very hard.

He hasn't any strength in our department. He is too easy.
He's known in the town., Pam is smashing...we get on great, the
three women.. We really do...but she (P. head of women) is too

soft by far. And this is apparently known in the town. When the
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Head of Women's Department came up (advertised - appointed)
everybody was surprised and P. if somebody doesn't do something
that they should have...it's really bad...she will say that

you ghouldn't have done that."

What makes you come in every day? Where do you get your

professional satisfaction? What mekes it warthwhile?

A lot of people, I think, its with the lower forms....You see

what I would really like to have done, I suppose, is take a first
year through to fifth year...and seen how the fifth year would
have been then. I've token a lot of first years this yecar. I have
two lots far games who are smashing. I know exactly whet we do
and everything. I wonder what will they be like in the fifth
year. I can't see anybody now being a problem., Cbviously some

must turn out nasty like these fifth years do.

When vou compare yourself with yvour other women colleagues

who you get on well with...When they have had them in the third and
fourth forms are they still able to hold them in the fifth year or
do_they crumble?

This 1s what hit me you see. When I first came here. And having
all these problems with these fifth year classes, I said to P,
"Well would you take them for one week just to see if you take
them". "No"....wouldn't have them,..wouldn't go near them. You

know P, didn't want them...nobody wanted them. Don't like them.

Wouldn't voluntary participation be the answer?

They are going to be volunhtary next year. The fourth year Head
decided to have a scheme that fifth year should now be a P.E.
option. He has said to them that there will be Horse Riding...
So there is a whole load of them wanting to do it...You can
imagine. But only six normally go at a time to ride. And I
said to my fourth year girls last week, "How many will be

choosing P.E. as an option next year?" Oh every hand goes up.
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"Ye can do horse riding". Now I think they are going to be

fooled into this becauce that will be a very short course.

I+t will be interesting to see what happens.

Now there again I think that if there are some problem girls
in the fourth year that they will take P.E. an easy option...
Because if they bring & note they can sit for a double lesson
and have a free double lesson. Whereas if they had chosen
English or Maths they work for a double lesson. I think it

is going to be easy far them. I think it should be just
enjoyable...come in and vlsy. I have had some really good
times with the fowrth years. They came in when it was raining
one day. We had been outside and had to come in half way
throughe...we went into the gym. I started playing basketball.
They thought it was great, absoclutely great. When we have nice
lessons like that I think, "Ch it's smashing®. The fact that
they say "Can we do it again next week". It's great. But you

always get the few who will bring a note "We'll not do anything,"

When it is just a few you can tolerate that?

It's when its the whole class...And in those classes, as well,
there was ring leaders...very nasty ring leaders. And the

others were frightened...even though they were fifth years.

They were really intimidated?

I heard them one day....a right..girls..well two of the girls
were nice girls they always came in skirts the type of girls

who would always help you with anything. I heard them telling
them one day that they must not come in skirts again...That

they had to come in trousers or else...That's what goes on.

Do you think that the problemsof this school need special kind

of solutions? If vou were not pregnant would vou come back in

September?
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Yes., Well becsuse, as I say I can't see the present fourth
year being a problem. They are a nice bunch of girls. But
you never know. There was one girl who was a nice girl,
played on the Senior Netball team...she got herself pregnant.
In fact the last time I went to the hospital she was there
with me.....but when I came back I saw the other friends who
obviously looked at me and Pat had said "...there was Mrs. Field."
And I saw Christine and I said to her when is Pat's baby due?
"OheooOhoso" they were quite swprised that somebody should
speak about this,..But...well I thought they are old enough.
So Christine said "I will let you know when she has it.,."

I don't mind her, che is g nice girl,

iy

If yvou had known about the problems you have had to face in

the last two years, would you still have chosen to teach P.E?Z

I would never have started (much chuckling) run awaye......No
(seriously) I don't think so. I intend coming back to teaching,
Say I don't come back for ten years. I think it will be easier
coming back because I shall be older..and look older..and 1

think they will respect you more. 3Because sometimes when I am
with these fifth year girls..if you could see some of our fifth
and fourth years, they are so old looking...and I teach in a little
skirt and ankle socks and a 'T' shirt...I don't think I look very
old sometimes when I am with them, 'cos they are all done up to

death, fancy hair do's.

Are they allowed make-up in the school?

Yes, they've all got it on, and I think that " gosh they must think
oh she's not very old"...although we are mostly distant they will
talk to me sometimes,..quite freely...even like another friend,

s0 long as they remember it's lMrs. Field...but when they talk

to Miss Douglas, the Senior Mistress...'"Ohhhh Miss Douglas she's
all Ohhhhh" (expression to convey high degree of respect/fea.‘r')o.°
because of the age. And I think that possibly coming back they

would say "oh it's an older person'....it would be easier. It
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It's g problem being so young. With lower first and second
year they enjoy having somebody younger rather than older
gymnastic teacher. But some of the fifth years...a couple
of the fifth years; the girls who did the coffee, they were
nice girls. They were talking just as they were leaving...

21

"You are not very old Miss are you?" "You must only be about

23% . .they must think "she is terribly young",

In trving to find solutions to these problems did vou discuss

the matters with anv senior pPeople.....
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Dad can't believe it. { chuckle) There <ele

problems really, You see he's grown up in a different age. In a

sense he is like me, you see.

This is why I am desperately trying to get into the reality of

your work so that I can help studentse..

Well when I tell dad what has happened and what it's like...

Well he just doesn't like the sound of Comprehensives at all.

But as he seys in his school it is so small...one pupil stepping
out of line or something, he was really causing trouble and
stirring the rest of the boiling fourth year...You see he got

his staff, which only about 15 or something, toldthem to lean on
him (the boy) all the time "don't let him get away with anything ".
In the end the boy went to dad, "Sverybody's getting at me....."
"ell what do you expect....” It was just crushed like that within
the school. Now if that had been in this school, it would be so

big....1t would never heve worked....it's far too big.

But it does not seem to have crushed yvour enthusiasm.....iou intend

doing F.ii? You intend coming back?

I wouldn't wamt to do anything else.

Then there must be some rewards somewhere?
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Especizlly in the summer term, I think of being out on the
fields with the kids and doing athletics and things. It's

great.

Do you share these problems with yvour husband?

Oh he is crackers on doing P.E. His school is better you see.

He doesn't have the same problems as you have?

No. Better intake and also its a one site school, It's pwpose
built and they are 2ll there and its only 800....this one is

1400...It's smaller again.

Should teachers who come to such schools as this have speciel

training ar should they be specially selected teachers to cope

here or is it better to let ordinary teachers come and make what

they can of it?

I think they should a1l be blooming firmer. And know exectlyeoecose
Who have had dealings with these kids., They should be experienced
teachers? Well I know it sounds bragging, I suppose on my part but
only hecause I think that I can deal with them. I am not soft and I
won't let them away, but there's half a dozen teachers....any person
on the staff will name them for you...who the kids run riot, sbsolute
riot. Then those kids come to us...and you try and get them back
into & lesson routine. I mean when you go through the hgll sometimes.
Some days there's one woman in there...the kids will be fighting..
and they will be on the floor and vp on the chairs shouting...Now

they are the people who...why the kids go wild I am sure,

spond to is tough directions?

I think so definitely, If they've had that all the way through
and they know that in the fifth form they do things that is
expected of them., Then I don't think there would be any problems.
But &f this easy attitude of "Oh well you can have an option - or
what would you like to do...you can do tzble tennis or so and so"

you know coming up in the fourth year they are starting to get uppish,
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low many of these leavers are likely to finish up in any form

of recreation,....Netball teams....sailing, canoeing all that

has been offered at school.

None. None. Do you know where they go....Ve nad one lesson talking
about where, when they were leaving just before Easter....seeing
what they were going tc do. I just decided this lesson inetead

of making them work we will go in, we'll sit down and I'11l talk

to them about what they are going to do. And tell them that

there are so many things that they can do. And I started "have
you had any talks with anybody about what you can do?"

"No" I said, "well surely you will have had somebody in careers
who has mentioned jobs to you." No....and I said '"what are you
going to dd% And everybody said 'Factory'.....There is the
industrial estate a mile from this school. That's the big thing
to get into John Collier (soon to close)....Biz Deal. But I was
so astounded, I said "Everybody into John Collier?"...."Oh good
money in J.C.'s". And that's it. And I just started naming a few
things.....like the Services, The Army....and you can do so many
things and travel and do sport and anything you like. Policewoman
or...even just some of the things like hairdressing. "No, no I
don't think you get as much money in there'.....A few of them then

started to talk sensibly.....A few of the awkward one's,

Does John Collier have a sports club?

T don't know.

What opportunities do you see for them to continue any sport

recreation activities in Hucklebrough?

Wlell at the Youth Clubs they all go to every night., And the youth
clubs try and run football teams and things like this which the
girls will go on. This I think is great you see the football teams
in the youth clubs,

Do they change for those?
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No. The fifth years had an afternoon ocut at the Fun Palace
(Iaithes). They enjoyed that. They went swimming....mind you we've
got a swimming pool here. They wenl swimming and ice skating. It
was the day out...it's meeting boys there you see, everybody

there. They did that. They wanted that. And I mean swimming is
another option here. Got a pool. A few of them went in swimming -

about 5. That's nothing when there are so many.

Which aspect of P.E. has given you personally most satisfaction?

Netball. T love metball. I enjoyed playing it and I really love
teaching it.

Which aspect would vou avoid if you possibly could?

T suppose gymnastics really. That's because I feel less confident

in that than anything else,

Because of vour own knowledge?

Yes I enjoy working with lower years. I think its easier with
first and second years. But when you have to know more with

the fourths. WNetball, its funny because with my two first

year classes they are much keener on netball than they are in
hockey and I wonder if that's my influence. I wondered that.

T tried to get them in both.....they asre really keen on netball.

Well this free talking has given me some insights into the way

that you see your life. And if I can summarise as fer s compulsion

is concerned there are certain girls even in this comprehensive

set-up who consider it is Jjust a waste of time obligineg them to do
P.E. Though if the relationship that vou have established with the

fourth vears continued vou would be optimistic about keeping them

going in the fifth year, You think that they have had too much choice.
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You would then tend to keep them on a narrower field of sames,

gymnastics...dance.,.. . Would you have included dance?

Possibly not dance because they have not done any at all.

It would be a bit much to bring them suddenly in to the subject
because they erc so self conscious. They could have their games...
netball and hockey and a choice of one indoor game, badminton,

table tennis, something like that or swimming....

Are you pessemistic about how much P.E, or P.recreation they will

get when they leave school., None of them will continue very much?

In my fourth and fifth years, I would say that although I have
taken them, and they have done it,; I wouldn't say that I have
done much teaching....by any means...I've kept them busy, and
they have enjoyed what they have done but I wouldn't say that
I have taught them. Which is my fgult isn't it?

I1'm not sure gbout that so much.

I've been quite happy this year, to keep those fifth years doing
it each week -~ the fourth years each week. Forget about teaching,
nake sure that they are doing it and are playing. I mean I don't
think they would respond to teaching. Say I suddenly stopped
them, and said we are doing this for ten minutes. I think I would
lose them...even now, It's quite different to college...lt is

really.

Do vou resent college now?

No. I enjoyed it. But you see I don't think college did any teaching
techniques...say we'd gone in with Miss W. and she'd said you are
going to be a really stroppy class and I am going to deal with you,

I often wonder what she would do with = class of peonle who really
turned round and said "get lost"...."we are not doing that". Vhat

would she do?
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She would be up agzainst it in precisely the same way that you

are up against it, I1'm guite sure of this, And its only if you

have a long, long established relationship...a stable relationghip

even then they go away from yvou, And you hope that they will stay

long enough to come back again.

This is the thing in the comprehensive....it's difficult to keep
the continuity because of the timetable. If you take some form
say in the third year, which is & crucilal year when they are
changing, and you get established...to take them in the fourth
and fifth....it's not going to havpen. You see, I might take
this class in the first year. P. might get them in the second
year, Wendy might have got them in the third year. Then I might
have got them in the fourth year. In which case they are gquite
different. That's three teachers in three years.

I am interested in vour belief that vou will be determined to

come back and enjoy continuine to teach P.E. Believing that you
will get, automatically, respect from these very same pupils.,

I am sure, yes. Just the fact that you are an older person. Tell
you what I do enjoy teaching here and that's swimming. And I

think that it is possible because when I went to college I couldn't
swim...and that was a blg worry for me and I found that ten others
out of the course couldn't swim either..,.and I had to learn from
scratch with Miss Dogmad. And because I did that learning from
scratch....that I find very easy to teach. That is why, I am sure,
I got my A.5.A.....because I am & beginner, everything I had to do
I had to be shown. Wheregs if I had been in the top group with
all the others or in the middle group....They didn't bother with
things like that. They got on with fancier things and did things,
But I was learning. Everything that Miss Dogmed taught me, I teach
the kids. It's been in my favour that I couldn't swim.

What_do vou still treasure?
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I don't know. (long pause). My dream is still coming from my
Grammar School. Just to have a school where the classes

simply come and change and you just teach.....But I'll never
get that now. That's gone now. Iy old Grammar School is going
comprehensive next year. ¥hy should those girls be so much
betteres.. .they have the same kind of area as here? There they
often say, "Oh so and so's parents have been up because they

are worried by her exams ar something."

You have not many interested parents here?

No., Not at all. There are a number of these kids who don‘t
live with parents. We get notes every week and I would say
that half and more of the notes are signed by different names
than the child's. The mother living with somebody else or re-
married. Very few of the girls notes are signed in the girls

name.

There is no easy solution to such problems. You must ensure that

it does not destroy you or your professional endeavour.

That's the thing., Never let them get on top of you. But surely
this problem here would be easier in a smaller school wouldn't it?
Don't you think? If this was just one school and there was none

of this wandering about and changing sites.

Do the pupils have to change from site to site?

You see we have four sites., There's this one, over the road is
Site B where the first years are based. There's the Grammar School
building, the old one. Then there is Drake's Field. Then there's
Warrior Cross. That's five sites. Each child will definitely go to
three of the sites. And next year the idea is that third years
from this end will go to Grammar School site for a year and then

come back here.
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Where agre the barriers to malking changes for the betler?

Head of Department.....And there again the Headmaster is not

backing us very much.

Is he interested?

No.

Has he shown any interest in vou or what vou do?

No. I don't think he is interested in P.E. You see I think
that was really a bed thing. He was the deputy head appointed
to head and a lot of them say that if we had had a2 new head
to come in and he had kept on as deputy head...He is still

finding his feet as headmaster.

Do vou Feel a second class citizen?

No not in thisg school. T did have that slight feeling when I

was at City Grammar School when everyone wore gowns and P.E. was
regarded as a little game. No not in a school like this. But
nobody at the top is interested here. Even Alan isn't interested.
He sald to Wendy and Dan before I came, "You're mad to come to

us, You should be out within a year." This is really why Dan is
going into Science and Wendy is going. She is happy to leave. Pam
is hoping to go in a years time although Alan doesn't know. He
doesn't realise he is the cause of = lot of the problems in this
department. A lot. Peter and Dan don't get on with him at all.
You see he causes problems in some lessons becaUSEec oo ErMoeo .
Wendy had a class of 30 and she was doing tennis with them this
term, And she said we have only got 20 rackets can we have ten
more out. "You women, you are always asking for the earth. What
do you want ten more rackets..." "Vell" she sgys, "I can't make
two girls share one racket." Now the annoying part is that he has

a cupboard stocked with P,E. equipment that he will not get out for
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us. He doesn't know that the five of us know about the
cupboard. But we know it is absolutely packed. And she

says "Well what do you suggest Alan for a class of 30 doing
tennis with 20 rackets." He said, "Well we have some Padder
Tennis Rackets"....."Let a few play on the yard with a Pzdder
Tennis Racket." Wendy just turned away in disgust. So that's
our Head of Department. And that's how it goes on. Do you
know how many shuttlecocks T had for one term? One. One
shuttlecock for a class., T asked for more. None, He's got
six boxes in that cupbosrd (pointing). And that's the block
we are against. That's why it is so difficult. And all the
staff seem to know os well yvou know. T mean that cupheoard
(pointing) is jemmed full with gym shoes there. Absolutely
full of gym shoes, 4 couple of kids...my good kids in the
fourth year had genuinely forgotton their shoes. I sneak in
here to get them a pair of shoes out of this cupboard. He came
in and said "What are you doing?" "Well one of the kids has
torgotton them"., It's ridiculous. "Get out of that cupboard".
(angrily). I said "But it's packed full and she wants to do

it." This is what goes on....

So as a team vou never get tozether?

The five of us do all the time. He's a complete outsider though.

T tell you who we turn to most of all here, as a depertment,

that's Peter...,Willmott. He was head of Sec. Mod., here and Alan
was head at Grammar School. And then when it joined Alan got the
job over Peter, But Peter's by far...ilan wouldn't have =z

Sports Day....and when I came out of college I was full of Sports
Day...and he wouldn't have one. He said it was too difficult on

a mixed school like this to have a Sports Day. So Wendy and I
still organised one for the first years and second years. So he said
"I don't want anything to do with it, if you want te do it, you
can do it," So Peter said that he would help us if he doesn't want

anything to do with it. So we had the Sports Day. It was great.
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He came out and at the end apparently he was walking out

with a2 member of staff who said it 'looked like a really good
sports day'....'lt was really good'....'who did it?"

"1 suppose it was alright if you like sitting in the sun."
And thot wes 1t., And ac it has gone so well we shall build

it up and heve the third yvesrs in next yesr.

Have vou had any help at any level....cay P.B, Advisers, Heads,

people who would take an interest in you as a young teacher coming

into the mrofegsion,...narticularly s teacher of P.E,

No, none. But as a Head of Department you could not go to Alan
with any problems,

What do vou think of the facilities here?

They are not bzd but they could be much much better., We are
the only school in the town without athletics facilities.
We've all asked far a high jump and long jump pit....But no.
I've never known a Head of Department so uninterested.

Incredible really.

End of Recording

No follow-up comments,
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I know that you have engineered a lot of pupil choice in yvour school....

and, in looking back on it at this stsge, do you think it was a good

idea?

Well it's only the i4th, 5th and 6th forms that have any choice at

all, The 1lst, 2nd and 3rd years have a bread and butter diet of zll

the basic things for the major sports...hockey and netball....the

winter games....they have to do gymnastics and swimming, On the boys
side they do football, soccer and rugby gymnastics and basketball.

We try after the third year to give choices coming on to volleyball

and badminton and things like this. Of course there are clubs for

the junior people, For instance Nigel has developed a good volleyball
club for second years and first years = in lunch times and after school,
He organised that.

Is it possible for the children in this school to participate after
school? Do they live nearby?

There is a school bus, but they can get a later one, All the children

are fairly local,

So extre curricular activities are possible?

They are possible, yes, Better than at Dovedale because they have buses
to take them off to the colliery areas etc. and alls....they live all
over you see, Well we don't have any of that. We give them fair
warning for their club activities. Now the degrees of choice,..perhaps
on the girls side....say in the 4th year, we have a bit too much

to cope with, You set off thinking that they would be able to look

at everything that we could offer and that they would be able to choose
what they wanted to do., In fact, they couldn't do that. We had to
break them down to definite groups.

The girls had to sample them - different things from the cafeteria
sxstem?
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Yes.

How well did that work? As far as you were concerned?

It didn't...or rather for 4th year girls P.E. the High School girls it
didn't because they only had one lesson per week and there are 90 of
them come altogether. So it was pretiy desperate. So in the end

I have to admit we were Jjust occupying them. We were getting the toys
out and playing with them for half an hour....and that was it. And
they gradually got worse and worse a2bout bringing their P.E. things

to get changed and they never never forgot anything in the beginning.
But because of the time it took and there was so many to organise

and there was three of us on and even when they knew what they were
coming to do it was still diffiicult. In one lesson a week it was just
a wapte of time. Its such a shame..,..there is so much potential.
They were super kids in the third year and in the 4th year they were
just going down the drain. So what they will be like next year. But
as you know you do tent to lose 4th years, don't you? But when they
become 5th years you get them back again. So maybe next year although
they will only get one lesson again they might be better at choosing
and making better use of the system. Better able to choose for
themselves and come back to it.

On the matter of compulsion., Is P.E. compulsory throughout the
school?

It is still compulsory throughout the school. Now there is a

problem when we came to the 6th farm. Because it is such a large

6th form, so I said'yve have got to make it compulsory because if it

is optional it is an easy way out to get rid of some of them."So

we say it is compulsory but we do not bother so much about the upper
6th. They've got a lot on with their exams and what have you. And
anyway some of their subjects are timetabled during the games afternoon.,
But I do try to get as many of the lower 6th there as I can. And I

did spot-checks.....took a register and checked who was in the P.E.
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And sent it to the farm teachers and to the Director of 6th form
studies....and generally chased them up. But we by no means got
everybody, and really I did not want everybody.....because I think
some of them....I mean....poor things they will never like P.E.

Some of them know that they are never going to have any interest

in sport at all they've got their interests elsewhere so they may

be interested in watching sport but they want to do it. And T

thought well it's a bit hard after they have suffered it for five
years, to make them come. And when I was at the High School I had
the same problems - I used to have to spend the whole afternoon chasing
out of the girls out of the toilets and all this 'till I made sure
that they were all there. And then when they did come along they just
wandered about the netball court, they couldn't be bothered to play
badminton, So it seemed to work very well that way, they knew that

I was checking up on them. And if they had a reasonable excuse

like "oh my homework is piling up etc." it was fair enough. Because
some of them, I believe, were nipping off home. And we really are
responsible for them. Anyway that's the way it worked and it worked
pretty well., We got most of the lower 6th there. More boys than
girls.

These were mixed groups were they?

It was a mixed group.....the 6th year games afternoon., I think the

Head$ plan was originally to have a recreational afternoon when he

could put on things like photography ar craft or woodwork or anything
which was recreation for the 6th form and they were going to be able

to choose. But with the limits of the people we had and the facilities
we had, I don't think he could get it off the ground. So it just became
6th form games you see, But I thought it was a good idea at first to
have these interests.....or canoe building and things like this. And

I think that it would have worked very well,

Did you get much opportunity to discuss these things with the Head?
Do you, as Head of Department, have access to him?
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He is interested but he is very much a rugby man and I had a terrific
battle with him because the grammar school has a rugby tradition....
and he is a rugby man and he reckoned that Hucklebrough and the North
had to keep the standard of rugby. And I agreed with him. But he was
saying that all the boys had to play rugby. They had to. And I said that
it is not the need of everybody to play rugby. Some boys have the same
love for soccer that you have for rugby and I said that it is not fair
to deny them when it is their national game and their need individually.
So I said well in our scheme of work Mr.P.our ideas are to give everybody
the basic diet.....they will all be coached rugby and they will all be
coached soccer they will all be coached whatever we've got in our diet
for them and then if they show an aptitude for rugby, then of course
they will specialise later on in the school and they will go to tean
training and this sort of thing., And he said "Oh no, they all have

to play rugby." So we let him think they were. And we got on with

our work. And in our first year we had three rugby pitches out here

and one soccer....well you can imagine with all the matches and the
teams that the soccer lads had to play there was clashes of fixtures
andes. 0h....the field was like a ploughed field. So I had another
battle with him. And we won...and we got two of each of the pitches
(rugger and soccer). We tried to get a third rugby pitch on but it

was just not possible....s0 now we have two soccer pitches and two
rugby...and its levelling out a bit, And he, in fact thought that

rugby was the only character building game until he saw the 5th years -
a lot of the E, Road boys playing in a Cup match in which they were

4=1 down in the final with 10 minutes to go and they came back and

got to 4 all and the other team scored....so our lads scored again....
then out lads won 6=5 you see and he said he had never seen such
character....And I think that's won him over a bit. But he still
basically is a rugby man., I agree he has to try and keep the traditions
you already have haven't you? Creating traditions I think is part of
the job, And if we have one to start with we may as well keep itceooo
and then try to bring everything else up to the same level because

they have got a tremendous rugby side here.....Many North of England
boys and all the rest.....they really are fantastic,

Is there a lot of staff help on that side?
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Oh yes. There is at least one man for each team and each year

has a minimum of one team....and I think the third years have

never been beaten.....they beat everybody 30 points to nill or
something or 80 points to 7 or something. It's a very good rugby
tradition and the lads on the soccer sides have done well too.
They've won a couple of leagues and trophies, you know. Not that
that’s the most important thing. We're not pot hunters by any
manner or meanS.....But it's encouraging. So I think that we're
winning a little bit. He knows our view about rugby and soccer =

I mean we've put it to him so many times that he's just....I mean
he came with the impression that he was still at a Grammar School
I'm sure. I mean some boys can't play rugby....they haven't got it,
But they can play soccer. He even said once that soccer is for boys
who can't play rugby. He is very prejudiced. And you see with
Hucklebrough having so many good rugby clubs....and with such a
strong tradition in the town and we're the only school that supply
those clubs, he doesn't want to see that lost.....to keep Hucklebrough
on the map in the rugby world, you se€es...which I suppose is fair?
Anyway we won that little battle and they levelled out and there
weren't that many clashes of fizxtures.....tho' at one time the rugby
men wanted the soccer boys when the soccer matches were on at the
same time as the important rugby matches....but generally they seem
to be able to work it out among themselves....the men were very

good.

How long have you been in this area and at this school?

Thirteen years - two years at this school.

Have you changed your attitude....have you developed a different

set of priorities during that time?

NooooI think that it has been pretty straight forward....I've always

had more or less the same views, and I have alweys been able to carry
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them out more or less you know.

Where do you get your real satisfaction from?

I get the real satisfaction from the childrer enjoying themselves,
Even the poorest of the poor, those bairns....out there (pointing)
that were talking to mes.....they are horrible, They are really!
There is no other word for them. And they were wicked. 0co0...they
were nasty you know. But (reflecting) give a dog a bad name and
they are always the same. And they used to shout back at you all

the time. But I would say "I am not shouting at you, look, I

just want to explain to you"ss...And they have gradually mellowed

and become more matwre....They'll never be any good at P.E. But if

I can get them to partake, gnd they enjoy what they are doing...even
if it's just swimming a width. If I can involve as many as I can and
they enjoy it I think that's part of it. A lot of people tend to
think just about the good ones. And I do get satisfaction from the
good ones too. You know taking them to matches and they win and have
a good morning or....if they loose, if they have enjoyed the game and
have a good sing song on the bus coming back....it doesn't matter. But
I feel for these poor ones because they've got nothing...and they'll
never make a school team or anything....they'll never go away for a

morning....never do that sort of thing.

Do you think that they are going to get left behind in the new system
of bigger schools?

I wouldn't say that they were going to get left behind. If I were
staying here they would not be left behind I'd try to give them much
more attention. I think that there are plenty of people who care.

Do you fear for this when you leave? Do you think that the people who

are already here will give the same kind of care that you have?

Er.c..l don't know. I'm afraid that the people that I have at the moment
"0h I couldn't care less about them"...."they're no goodec..." But as
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they get more experience they may come round. I mean I have done

a lot of work with Heather and Elaine on coaching the gymnastics

and the netball and they've done very good work. But when they have
these other ones (the horrible ones) they seem to have more trouble
with them than I do.....and there's more rows with them....I wouldn't
say that I was any softer on them,

This has something to do with age and experience?

It must havee.....well Elaine's a bit close to them isn't she?

I mean agewise., And yet sometimes they are super with them. I mean
Heather had a2 group like it would be in a morning...she's gone to

all the trouble of arranging riding for them and she's got the minibus
up for them and...she's ensure they're alright through the insurance
and everything...and she takes them riding every Thursday. And they
are not a good group.

That's in school time?

That's in school games time....yes. It was something different and it
was near enough for them to be able to go. It's just this last half
term because they have done all the other things before that. They
have no chance of doing it after they leave....but as I was discussing
with Heather.....let them go and have the experience because they see
these things like Show Jumping on 'telly.....Even if they are watching
and they then know something about it.....I think that's fair enough.
They are doing things like looking after horses. They are not just...
they are doing the grooming. I think that it is very valuable for them
so that when it comes on the telly then they know what is involved with
the horses and the riding. We are pleaged if they are imnvolved in
anything. It's the same with athletics....a lot of them are hopeless,
but if they know how to measure the long=jump or they know the rules

of the discus or they know the rules of relay racing, whenever they
might see it they have some idea of what it is that they are watching.
Not necessarily being able to do it well themselves....but they can say,
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"Oh look we've done that shot put"......some get a bit of joy
out of that.

(Interruption when coffee was brought by one of the children spoken
of earlier. When I remarked on the attitude of the girl and the
efficient and friendly service foeredeooooo)

It's surprising how they come in....In some ways I like these 'thickies®
better than the others.

How long did it take you to adjust to the change from highly selected
pupils to Comprehensive teaching?

I didn't know what had hit me to begin with. I had eleven years where
if T said practice that footwork, if I didn't come back for ¥ an howr,
they'd still be doing it when I came back. And these, they are so
entirely different. Eee they are. In some respects the rewards are
greater.,..And sometimes they just like to come up and talk to youe....
like one had some problem with....at home something about her father
or her sister being beaten up with this man...she was in a terrible
state about it and she just talked and talked and talked. That kind
of thing would never have come from the others...they keep their

problems to themselves.

Hoy many of vour school leavers will continue with some activity?

Oh I think there will be guite a few, especially things like Badminton
and swimming and hockey say...because we have a thriving hockey club
and rugby, of course....and there are several good badminton clubs in

the town.

Are there good opportunities in Hucklebrough?

I think there are....and swimming there is a very good club and they

swim for a long time....well into their twenties.
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Do you think that as a profession we should be concerned about this?

0h I think so. When I came from college I was directed to this club
and that one and got untold enjoyment from it.,..In fact when we haven't
got a match I don't know what to do with myself on a Saturday afternoon.
Some of these younger ones that are leaving play with us....and we see
each other in a different light and I think it's good.

Do you think the school leavers are made welcome in the clubs?

Oh yes. They are made very welcome in the hockey club..,.0h definitely
they sre and we do all we can to encourage them and give them chance
to get into the first team. We even do things like, instead of
travelling in cars, we hire a coach perhaps two ar three times a
5€850N....and we all go together,..and some of them are on the

committee. So they're really involved.

Do vou do anything about introducinge them to the clubs like giving

them addresses or bringing club secretaries to school or is this not on?

Usually the clubs write to us and say have you any girls who are
interested. And I say to the people on the first team or the junior
teams about the clubs who are interested.,....How about joining -

"Oh well who plays?" they ask. So I say, "well I play and so and so
plays and M.A. you know she plays....." "Oh well we might go then",

So I say "Oh come on, you'll get a good afternoon and they come and
they see it all and they get chatting with the others and I find that if
they know somebody who they know is going to be there they tend to go
more. They need this kind of help and encouragement,

What percentage are likely to become involvede,..thinking about the

girls who finish up in fac

I think a lot of the factory girls join in the netball = in evening
Institutes. I used to teach at an evening institute class and I used
to0 play a lot of netball. And another girl had a netball class and she
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used to have a lot of factory girls and she used to arrange matches
for them,..z0 they were involved in that way. And some of them even
got to County level. Only through playing at school and playing at
the Evening Institute,

Where have the barriers and frustrations existed in say the last two years?

As far as organising the department we have got a more or less free
choice., I think the problems come with the aituation that we are in
like the swimming....we have to go to count the children over from

there and the time wasted.....l wish we could get the children here

and in the water longer.

Is it a split site, it is isn't it?

Some classes are lucky if they have 15 minutes in the water which
is not much. To compensate that we've had to make it that every
sixth week the girls give up a double games lesson so that they

get a long time in the pool, otherwise you get nothing done and

the other times when they get these short lessons it is just a
quick leg stroke practice, a quick arm stroke practice and a little
play and out, so there is nothing sustained at all. We have also
had problems with people getting changed...girls, I do not know what
it is but girls do not like to get changed especially these 4th and
5th years....they don't realise the importance of being changed,
"Oh you can play in these,"

Wanting to play in their jeans? Are they allowed Jeans?

They are allowed trousers in the winter time and that presents

its own problems as you can imagine. However L.E.A. do provide

us now with skirts and shorts so that if they haven't got their

own we can always hand them out, but again you are wasting time
handing out equipment and making sure you get it all back again,

I think those are the most frustrating things. You just can't get on
with it because it is just a simple matter if they could just get
changed and they were in.....it would be more teaching time for us

and less time to get the things out and handing them back in againccc.s
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things don't fit and there's a button missing...In the end we do get
them, But it is very very hard. That's where ouwr time is lostooso
"Oh we've only played ten mimutes" they say (they should have been
ready quicker then they would have got longer time).

Do you see any trends which you regret?

I regret that we are in a big school. When we were a High School,
admitted it was very nice. The children were no bother., We had &
tradition where everybody was changed. They all had a school uniform
which included a P.E, uniform....and (colleague N,)and I had been
working together (I had been there 11 years and (Colleague N 8 years)
we both knew how each other worked....we were both trained at the same
college., Everything just ran like clockwork. And the kids knew that

we would stand no nonsense. And they hardly ever forgot their things.
Because they knew that we would not accept it. But in this big set-

up heres...as8 I was saying....to get back. Well I was the only one who
had been here and Heather and Elaine were new., They didn't know their
way around., Nobody knew what to expect. We were all finding out way
around. And these children from Sherburn Road had had a terrible two
years = especially in the last year when the ingide of their school

was ripped out practically and of course the P,E. mistress was leaving -
she didn't bother. So they never got changed. So they had no tradition
of getting changed.

How many schools joined together?

Three, The Grammar School, for boys, the High School for girls, and then
Sherburn Road Secondary Modern....and we had great problems with them.,
(sh, Rd. pupils). Now as the little one's come up. They now know that

we want them changed....Now they are better. There still is a nucleus
which resists. It's going to take a long long time to work through

again to the standard we had before. But I think that it can be

achieved. If we keep always on on on., You've got to be....every lesson...
And checks. And kit inspections.....you have to keep on to establish the
tradition. Oh I think that it would be worth it definitely. There is

a nucleus in the second year who at the moment doesn't care and don't
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bother to bring anything. They will be bad all the time, I think.
Because they came into the school as first years when everybody

was new...and there were so many probationary teachers,..and they
didn't lknow thelir way about the building even., And there were so

many children even, The first two terms were just chaos,

Did you ever feel like gi

Oh I often thought I could not go on another day. Then I thought
thet's 8illy....But I thought it's my fault that the department

is in such a mess., I felt terrible. I couldn't sleep at nights.
Because it hed all run so smoothly before.....and I thought that I
had all the equipment and I know what I wanted to do.... Why isn't
it going right now? And there were so many problems that cropped
up in those first few months. I thought Oh I can't stand this,
However, now I think I am sorry to leave because it is now levelling
out and more people know their way about. It's just beginning to

come back now.

How do you feel about leaving now?

I don't think that it's hit me yet. I shall miss all the chat amongst
the beirns and that., I'm bound to after 13 years. But I think that I
shall also enjoy being at home a bit. The thing is - that T was a bit
fed up of was....belng so spread out, the communication for girls far
teams is terrible., Now when I was in the High School I could put a
notice on the board and I would be sure that they would see it. Now
here you have to get a notice to everyone or give the list to two or
three reliable members of the teams and make sure that they check the
team out because it is impossible to say that we will have a meeting
then and have everybody turn up. It just wouldn't happen, And I could
give kit out and say that I want it back on Monday morning. Well I
can't do that now., I've got to take it 211 with me., And if it is an
away match I have to take hockey sticks with me - I've got to take the
pads home with me....and so they are dumped at home all weekend., And I
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have to collect it all together and bring it to school because we
need it first thing on Monday morning for games. From that point
of viewo....Am I going to miss that? I have forgotton the sticks
on a Fridey and had to retwrn at six o'clock at night to get them.
Just silly things like that. Now home matcheso....it's alright
because the bairns'll come and the gear is all there and I need
just take the skirts and the tops. And I never had to take the
skirts and tops before because they all had their own and they
were all smart. Now we have a proper team uniform. Then it has

to be laundered after that for the next week.

Do vou have any problems to raise school teams?

We have not found that. We have plenty of keen ones., I can still

turn my hockey teams out - obviously you don't always have your best
team out all the time. And Val and Elaine don't have any problem
with the netball teams.....though I know that Elaine had trouble

with a couple of juniorg who thought they would do...and they

would have been very good netball players....but they had decided
that the team couldn't do without them and they thought that they
would have Miss Rose bend down on her knees for them to play, and
good for her - she would not have this. And she said, "Look, you
either decide that you want to play or that's it....I can't be
bothered with you if you are not turning out to practices." So they
said "Oh well we don't want to play." So she said "0.K."

Well they got such a shock, And I think they did regret it in the

end. But I thought good far you Elaine. You nust leave them gnd let
them meditate. Now then they have had a whole year not playing for
the team and I think maybe next year they might want to come back.
Whether they get on or not is another matter. So that's what happened
with them, I know some schools have trouble getting girls teams out.
I don't know the reason, We've had to chivvy them and say, "Oh you're
not going to let the school down....and not letting yourselves down...

Come on." that kind of chivvying,

Do _you think that there is a case 1o be made for courses or seminars
far heads of P.E. Departments?
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Yours is a fairly bigs devartment:; one of many developing throughout

the Countrye.

I would welcome discussions with other colleagues - to find out
what problems they have got and how they are coping with them,
Because they might be the same problems as mine, and we might
be able to help each other. It is not very often that you get
a chance to talk. You only tend to see people (P.E. Colleagues)

at interschool events and matches,

Would there be a competetive element in such discussions do you think?

I don't think so., I think at one time it might have but I don't think
that it would now, We had meetings just when we were re-organised and
all heads of department and deputy heads of department and we got a lot

from those discussions,

Were they generally welcomed?

Yes they were generally welcomed,

There would be some hot disputes, surely?

Oh there were. Some people get hot under the collar about some issues.

Were you unnecessarily anxious in the early days?

It just took the time to get levelled out a bit. After that I think
things are running fairly smoothly now. It's not ideal I would like

much more time on the timetable. So we had the kids more often to

get them lined up in the way that we want them and doing more work

with them....the timetable just doesn't allow it. No matter how you
argue with the Head and show him pamphlets and put this to him and

that to him he has the final decision as to how time is to be allocated...
and I heard yesterday that one set of P.E. people were going mad because
their head next year is going to take away some P.E, time so that some
children - the brighter ones - can do an extra language. Well where

is the fairness in that? But this is happening all the time you see.
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These heads attach so much importance to the academic subjects that
they just take another one of their (P.E.) periods..which matter so
much to us,..it really does, The reason why our 4th and 5th year High
School and CGrammar School girls and boys only have one period a week
is because when we were High School we had a LO period week., Now that
we're Bamburgh we have a 35 period week....But there was no discussion
about it, It was Jjust taken for granted that that's just what it

was going to be. It meant cuts all over. It wasn't discussed even -

not amongst heads of departments.

If you were in my situation what changes would you make to the kind
of training which our students get? Where should the college’s

priorities lay?

Well I think on the whole the students fit in very well with the

wark we 3o here. We have had many of your students and later they

have come on to the staff. I think that their training fits in

pretty well with what we do. Probably it comes to gains in experience ~
the depth in how you teach it. I mean when you first come out you're

a bit green. When I look back to my day....you are very green you can't
possibly get down to the depths of it all...we tend to skim over a lot
of things.

Do you think that college can train you to cope with 3rd and 4th year
problem classes?

I was just talking to one of my o0ld girls last week - she's going to
Eltermere next year (as a P.E. teacher) - and I said to her, "You've
got to set out that they are going to be what you want them to be and
not let them walk all over you. But at the same time not be so arrogant
as to make them think ’who the hell does she think she is'%....It's
very difficult that....If you are too arrogant they will say, "well
look at that" and that's that. They'll not come back at all. If you
are too soft they'll walk all over you., I think you've got to first

see them and assess the mood they're in first. You can assess what

sort of mood they are in when you meet them....and if they are going

to be in a funny mood, you are as well....It is something you yourself
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can work out. Even a change in the weather....when it's fine they

are no trouble....when its windy they are as noisy as anything.

Thank you so much far giving up so much of your time to talk to me.

Oh I enjoy talking to people about it because I am very interested in
my work and I always have been very involved without being too dedicated.

End of Recording

No follow-up comments
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I qualified three years ago...but just completed one year's teaching,
Basically because I was immature. I'd gone straight to college from
school....Been to boarding school and found it restricting in a great
many ways. And It was only my great love of physical activity at school
that I decided to be a teacher. It wasn't any great desire to be a
teacher. It was for my own personal satisfaction and I began to realise
in my third year at college that although I had done a lot of things
in the three years I still hed not really organised myself fit enough
to go into a school to teach. So rather than just as a formality

to go into a school I decided to get some experience doing other
things, I did a number of things...worked at City Tech. in the
construction department; helping out there. I was self-employed in

the building trade for a while, If I hed the choice again I would
not go to college straight from school., You can only make yourself

e better teacher by getting some experience of life. Just being at
school is a very cut off life. You are mollycoddled all your life....
by getting more experiences you can pass these on in teaching.

The essence of teaching is communication. An understanding between
the teacher and the class. If all the teacher is doing is learning
work and churning it out, I don't think anyone is going to learn
anything from him like that., You can only get to that when you can
understand people, I know it might be an ideal. But I know that I

am better equipped now than if I had gone straight into teaching

from college. So at about Easter last year I decided that I really
wanted to teach. I applied for jobs. I didn't want to take any job.

I wanted a school that I liked the look of . I went to Cumberland to
Egremont., Near to Whitehaven. There is a big purpose built Comprehensgive
there, It was built just over ten years ago. It was the first in the
County. It made the headlines. I got the job there but only on a term's
temporary basis. Several people applied for the job but I was the only
one who could start at Easter. They said that they would put me in
the job temporary but then would consider me for the permanent job at
the end of the term. I was green and accepted that. But they had the
re=interviews a week after I had been there and somebody else got the
job. The more I looked at it the more it seemed to me that they had
just got me to £i11 in a job. I got the feeling that I wasn't even

in contention for it, As it happened I was quite pleased because I
didn't want to stayo.....l didn't like the school,
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How do you feel now about teaching? Are you still committed?

I am certainly more committed now than I ever was. But I have certainly
had my eyes opened by a lot of things. It's been a hard year here. I've
learnt a great deal. I've hardened to teaching through my year here.
But it's not put me off in any way. It's made my resolve harder,

in fact. I want to get into a school that is smaller, as far as I am
concerned. Which makes it more personal...and that is on one site,
There are tremendous problems here....and the most important thing

I want to be in a school where P.E. is considered to be a major subject.
Not as a recreation subject aftter the rest of the timetable has been
sorted out, It is a low priority here. Each class has an 80 minute
class and a 40 minute class. But by the time they have walked up from
the other school and have to be back there for the next lesson they
never get more than 20 say 25 minutes in the water if it's swimminge..
or an hour at the most in the double period. There is very little
organisation or care about this from a higher level. I get the
impression that P.E. is the last thing on the timetable. I understand
that it is a tremendous Jjob with 1700 children on three siteS.scse

but I think that we deserve a little more priority.....Not just bunching
them together forrecreation...and, there's not a great deal of actual
teaching done, The higher authority just says that you can handle S0
kids between you. We haven't got the right facilities for the number
they send down. So it is a vicious circle., They think we don't teach
because we are that way inclined. But as far as I am concerned it's

the other way. The situation is not long enough. It amazed me when I
came here, There is very little direct teaching as far as I am concerned.
Basically we are not earning our money as far as I am concerned. It's
the set up that is the root cause...the organisation. I'm as much to
blame as anyone else. I've fallen into the situation. I'm as much to
blame I do quite a lot of sitting back. And I want to get into a
situation where I feel responsible that I have to teach hard...and I

want to do subjects which T can’t do here.

What for ingtance?

Gymnastics., I started gym when I came here. There was very little
before I came, Very early on here someone mentioned that the organiser

was interested in gymnastics in the town. So we got together and
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decided to refarm the Hucklebrough Gymnastic Association.

It had been defunct for a few years. It was starting from scratch
anyway. We decided to have an inter-school competition just to get
people interested in the town. It didn't really get off the ground
very well at first. There isn't really a great deal of conviction
for gymnastics. Anyway we had the competition...and three out of

the seven schools took part. One had to pull out at the last minute
far technical reasons. So there would have been four. Which would have
been a good start. And I would have been willing to carry it on next
year if I had been staying. It went extremely well. We started about
4030 one night and went on to gbout 7.30.....in the sports hall here.
We did floor sequences, voluntary and compulsory, some box work. We
restricted it to the first two years. So that we could foster it

at a lower level and carry it as it went up. So hopefully the young
teachers who were involved will keep it going in the next year. We
only have one single lesson every other week, for gymnastics. So
there is no continuity.

I'm also interested in Volleyball. Again we tried to organise a
league...a County league.,.but the travelling difficulties forced
us to organise it on a regional basis and at the meeting there were
three representatives from Hucklebrough., Again it's a start. But
with one thing and another the other schools dropped out so it's
fallen through., That was another disappointment, Football I'm keen
on., But here we suffer because it is a traditionally rugby school,
Traditionally through the Grammar School side. There has been a
great deal of friction about this situation., The Headmaster and the
deputy head are keen rugby type men. In the past this school has
had a very good rugby side., A top side in the North. Robert Taylor
is the other full time P.E. teacher with me and he's primarily for
footballeeeeand I went to a rugby school but think that football is
better.,..more enjoyable for most boys. But at the same time T
enjoy teaching rugby. At the beginning of the year we did a little
bit of rugby and a little bit of football. But the junior rugby
since we turned comprehensive has gone right down. They don't win
matches Noweso.o..the junior teams. There's been a lot of friction
because of the Head and Deputy Head. People are complaining that

we are not turning the players out. It's the same thing from an



M.56/h

academic standing that the Oxbridge pesses should be maintained.
They judge P.E. by the output of rugby players to the town. And
it's generally been getting worse, It has been said that if certain
people had their way there would be no minor games played in the
school, We would play rugby all the time. I couldmver come +o
terms with that.

Was opinion asked far?

No. I don't really feel that they are too much bothered what is
felt, They're more concerned what show the school has in the
town, than in the continuity of the P.E. department,

Have you ever been invited in to talk to the Head about P.E.?

Have they shown any interest in you as a person or as a teacher?

Robert (Taylor) several times went over to voice his dissatisfaction
about the situation here, and unfartunately I don't think that he

is terribly diplomatic. I don't know for sure. He just gives me

that impression. I know Robert fairly well and I don't think that

he would be brushed off by authority in any way.

Anyway it came to a sort of head and the Head invited the department
over,..the whole of the department one break. But it was more of a
lecture than a discussion., "If you don't like the set up in the school
then you can leave when you like." It was a heavy handed decision,

I think the final pay off came about two weeks ago when Jenny Quale
decided she was leaving far her baby. They advertised for a head of
department. Heather (Beaver) the other lady P.E. teacher, she has been
teaching in Lancashire, I think for nine years, before she had her
children. This is her second job since she came back two years ago.
She applied for the job, Robert (T) applied for it, and Clive James
applied for it. He was the P.E. teacher at the Grammar School. And
when it went comprehensive he went over to the Rosla side...part time
P.E. and part-time Rosla. It was a surprise to me when he applied for
the job. I got the impression that he was happy enough doing part time P.E,
In fact he did say to me that he wasn't really prepared to put in the



M.56/5

extra time....And this is dwing the year. He has & family and two
young children and I don't think he wants to put the extra time in
for the P,E. It did come as a bit of a surprise when he applied

for the head of department. And he got the job, I know I ought not
to say this but to get a scale three post because he is a rughby
player, it does smell a bit. He plays foar Wanderers...he's a rughy
player....The feeling is that he has got the job because hs is a
rugby player and he will make the effort to maintain rugby standards.
I don't like to stick my neck out too much, but I have the feeling
that, within the P.E. teachers in the town that most of them are
against it. Again, its nothing against Clive James personally.

I get on well with him. It's just internal feelings (Department)

The continuity within the P,E. Department will now be shattered.
Because there is a lot of bad feeling about the whole thing towards
the Head and the Deputy Head. And towards Clive (J) although there's
nothing personal against him...but there now is because he now has

the senior post. It's bad enough being on a split site...with three
schools joined...the continuity is going to be difficult anyway.ee.
but now there's going to be even less within the department. As far

as I can see things can only get worse. Rugby might gain...but P.E.
will loose. As far as I am concerned. The school that T am going to
fitted in with my own desires to teach the subject as a major subject,
They do a lot of gym and a lot of volleyball. They do some rugby but
more football, They do quite a lot of minor sports. But it is classed
as an important subject. Each class has two double periods a week
and on one site, Only about 900 in the school but the facilities

are excellent....fully equipped gym and a sports hall and the fields
are there on the site. Equipment is good. From the teaching point

of view it is excellent because they are graded by ability. There

are three full time P.E, teachers...and they do three or four weeks

on each...wlth each group. So there is a high ability group a moderate
and low ability group. You stay with one group for a term and you do
three subjects or sports in that time. And the next term you take a
different ability group. For each sport they take they get a course
grade. It's all recorded and goes on the report. Whereas here there is
no such thing as a sports report. And as far as P.E. teachers are concerned
they do not go to parents meetings
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If you were in my position what would you make the priorities,...taking
intoc congideration your experience?

Generally, I think that it should be more practical teaching., I don't
think really that there is enough teaching done. T.P. is a tremendous
time of pressure....a lot of work to get through and a lot of writing
to be done....a lot of preparation. And I don't think that you give
of your best under this pressure. I felt really nervous at the time
when people were watching me, A good idea is the Study Practice. One
afternoon far a whole term, So you took the same class throughout

the term....4=5 students to one class and a lecturer. We could break
the class down into small groups of eight or nine children which was
great. The discussion was helpful at the end. That was one of the best
ideas, The courses I really enjoyed. I don't think they could have been
faulted.

(Tele phone interrupted the interview) It transpired that it concerned
three third year boys who would not participate in an athleties
fixture.

csecoseosilt happens quite often actually."

End of Recarding

No follow-up comments
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This is your first yesr? I found my first year especielly hard,

Have vou found this so?

Yes. I have found it very tiring, I think particularly because
you have to bpe thinking what you are going to do next...you can't
Just walk in and do something...you have to think about it befoaore
hand.

Did vou get any shocks? Was it what yvou had expected?

Yhen I first started I was planning every lesson as a definite plan
that I would follow as I did at College for T.P. I found at College
I could follow it more ar less to the letter yet when I came here

it was very difficult to get the lesson plan done because the
children were so up and down. Some days they would work whilst
other days they wouldn't and I ended up with just an idea of what

I wanted and I warked on that when I went in so it was difficult to
plan definitely what I was going to do. They vary so much accarding

to the weather and what they have been doing.... it is amazing.

Where are your particular interests in the curriculum?

I do mainly netball in the winter and o little bit of hockey but I

am mainly involved with the games.

Are vou happy to be doing this most of the time?

Yes. I am a games enthusiast,

Talking about the children = do you find them interested in games?

¥hen do they sayv. “vou can keep games, I am not interested?"

I think on the whole they are all interested in one geme or another.

In the first year they do both hockey and netball so they get a go at
both of them and they seem happy at both, most of them. You get some
who are very good at everything and some who are good at just one thing,

But on the whole I think they enjoy their games. It's not the same in
dance and gym though.
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How many of them do you think will actuslly play games once they

leave school?

(long hesitant pause)

Hot many. I would think if there were half & dezen that would be

it.

Does that worry you?

It does in & way because I think they are missing an awful lote..
some of them have an awful lot of talent that they are just going

to forget about. Unless they join places like teams in factories.

Do you think thay we as P.E. teachers ought Lo do something about it?

Is it our job?

I don't think you can force them to do something...if Uthey have the

interest in the subject they will carry on.

Do you think there are children who are leaving who might be keen to

continue but haven't got that initiative to go along and ring up a

club secretary to find out where a club is and make that first step?

That may be it, but I know for certain alter they have left school

a lot of them go to youth clubs and the youth clubs do have teams so
that is one way they could keep theilr games up. DMost of the big
shops and the factories do have teams. But as for joining night

class, I don't think there would be many of them would do that.

So _at the end of their school career you reckon that about half &

Ye 8

-2

Have they been gquite keen or do they fall off?
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They fall off.

Is it easy to pet teams topether?

- I~y . . . . . . .

Ho., (Very yuick ond emphatlc) egpecially  in the older girls it is
difficult, they are very keemn at first and then they think "Why
should we bother we have better things to do at night"....especially

the practices it iz very difficult,

fhat are the difficult teems to organise?

I am only concerned with netball so it is the only thing I know aboub,

e you interested in rumning after school teams and competitions?

Yes I do.

What competitions do vou have throughout the vears?

The first years' play against other schools in the town. The 2nd
and 3rd years' had a junior league last year when they played different
schools in the town and the L4th and 5th years' play against other

schools in Hucklebrough and Darton.

Do they play against any of the factory teams?

No.

T take it it is difficult to raise a netball team sometimes particularly

in the genior league,

It is difficult. 4And it is very annoying because you know that there
are girls who are capable and who you want in the team but they just
haven't got the go in tkhem to say, "Yes, I'll play." You ask them

and they say "Yes I'll play"and they don't turn up.

What do vou think puts them off?
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I don't knowe....they don't turn up...thisz is what is annoying.
It seems such a shame because the lst and 2nd years are so keen
and it seems a pity if they are going to go the same way as the

fourth and fifth year this time,

Mrs. Shearer told me that the department had agreed that next

vears Vih forms that P.E.

w

hould become voluntary. Where do you

stand on this issue? Are vou for this?

Yes I am, (confidently) because I think the ones who don't want
to do it can make it very difficult for the ones who do by being

silly or Jjust refusing to do things.

Are _you worried about the precedent that it might make by snow-

balling c¢.g. the ones that are neutral might be persuaded not to

join in because they can opt out?

(Long hesitation). If o girl is friendly with a group and they are

l..J

all used to playing games together then I think it will carry on.
It is just the few who don't want to do P.E. They think they are
too grown up. In their own minds it is assoclated with something
childish,

Are they rude and insolent about it?

More often than not they have an excuse....either they don't feel
very well or they haven't brought their kit. It is not a definite
"T don't want to do P.E." I suppose if it was, you could talk to

them and get the reason from them, but it is just excuses.

You have been offering them in the Lth and 5th years and presumably
the 6th000 o

there is no 6th form P.E.

In the Lth vear is there anv choice?

Yes. In the winter we do hockey, netball and dance but we don't do

any gyime.
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S0 the gymnagtics stop at the end of the third vear?

Yes,

How many periods of P.E. do thev get in the 4th year?

A single and e double. Some of them can dc swimming or options.

Ythen it is optiongl, does it work?

Ves tion

Y Ty
~e LS UL LTas “ 1948, 122

mean something like hadwinton, tzble

tennis in the sports hsll where they are 211 in together, doing what

they want to do, trampolining......

I have the impression that sometimes where options are offered it

is simply a matter of dishing out ecuipment and collecting it at
the end,

Yes! There is not much teaching and not much learning going on.
This is what I find when they do options because in order to teach
them something you have to spend time with them and when there is
50 many activities going on you can't spend as long as you would
like to. Vhereas if they all do the same thing they could all be

taught something and work on it.

Would vou continue with options and if so would yvou put more options

in or less?

I think options are a good thing, for the older classes,

Could it be improved by offering more or less options?

In this school we cculd not offer them any more. We are stretched to

the limit, facilities, time and staff available.

L

effective?

_a_little might it not be more

ou _reduced the number of options
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It may Ybe.

Would there by anvthing lost by reducing the number of options to

the number of teachers?

Sometimes for the first half term we do two options and the second
half we do a different two. I would definitely say that they should
be kept because to see them all working and all enjoying what they
are doing even if the way they are deoing it isn't exactly correct

to see them all involved is a good thing.

Yhere is vour greatest satisfaction coming from this yvear?

It varies. Some lessons you can come out of and think "Yes that was
good." To see a team play a game and win z game because they have

done well and played as 2o team.

Where have your frustrations come from?

The occasional children in some classes can make it very awkward.
You get one or two in a class that you have to keep stopping and
checking....that tends to break everything and you think if only
they weren't here you could get on so well with the rest of themn.
Teams...when teams don't come to practice and you have arranged

evervthing for them and they don't turn up.

Is the head interested in the teams?

Vest (emphatically).

Is that the thing he is most interested in as far as P.E. 1s concerned?

He is interested in all aspects really. He is interested in gymnastics

and anything that is involved with P.E. He is very good.

So you feel that he is sympathetic towards P.E.7?
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YeS'

Has he ever invited you in as g person to talk....as & new member

off staff? And ssid, "How are you getting on lrs, Smith?

No! He'll occasionally, if he's in the staff room, sit and talk;

but it has never been discussion on a one to one relationship.

Do vou wish that he 4id?

I think in 2 wey it would be nice to say, "I am not very happy about
this....." but given the opportunity whether you would say everything
that you wanted to say, I don't know. He is & very nice persone...

guite easy to speak to.

tthen vyou are coming back next yesr what are you most looking forward to?

One of the things is carrying on with some of the teams. I have only
been here for one year go 1 have another year to carry on and improve
them and get some of my ideas going with them because they have all
got their own ideas and you have to get some stability. A second
thing is to see the first years coming in and to see what they are
like.

?

Do any of your ideas of teaching P.Z. conflict with colleagues

Mot that I have noticed. Ve seem to get on 0.K.

It would be most unususl in a depertment of six or seven if you didn't

SRy

Wle have all got different approaches to it, but I think that on

the whole the ides is the same,

Did you have any choice sbout coming to work in this school?
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I came with this job in mind, partly because one of the women

members of the P.E. depsriment used to teach me and I get on

0

very well with her. BSo that wms on ecsy option to go for.
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with her and work with her. I think that the other thing was
that this school was one of the better schools and has & good
reputation and I didn't want fo zo back to my o0ld school (Bamburgh)

I went for a 'pool' interview, but with this school in wind,

I get the impression that you are operating in a very good tean

and are pleased to be & member of it?

Yes, very much so.

If vou had =mone to any of the other teams in the town, now that

you know them, do you think that you might have been a bit unhappy?

So at this moment in time vou can say, "Thank goodness 1 came to this

job and I am happy to stay here.”

Yes., Apart from the P.B. department the whole of the staff are
very easy to get on with. We all have owr moans, but we all

have them don't we?
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Youwr two women colleagues hgve told ne that they src meking P.E.

optiongl in the Vih veor next year. Does this apply to the boys

28 well?
&S Vel ¢

I should imagine so...yes. Again every department sorts this out

with the head of the faculty and verious timetable comritments., It
is slso worked out and he comes in snd segys this is your timetable,
In fact next yecar I won't be here. I am leaving at the cnd of this
term. I came from o P,E. centre and 1 am going back to one in

Northumberland. T am going to Catton. T caome from Dukes House

3T [a N T -~ 3o -
wood Centre which i: portly owmed hy County.

How long were yvou zt Dukes?

18 months.

So vou are going back into the outdoor gctivity warld?

Yes, That's the area that really interests me. 0Ff course it was a
hard choicc...my howe is in Hucklebrough, so should I break my home
connections snd go back to Northumberland, but I like teaching both
sreas of the outdoor activitics and tne normal pre-rughy foothall

games etc.

Which are the outdoor activities that porticularly interest vou?

iost of them, but bagsically canoceing., I shall be doing all the

canoeling there, some of the climbing and some of the expedition work.

Which college did vou go to?

T went to Pontelend. They said to me when I went to college thet
as T came from a games school and we hope thet you know a lot about
games, so ve are going to concentrate on things that you haven't
done, swimming, gymnasticsz and outdoor activities, so one timetable

games, L outdoor activities and the rest swinmming and gymnostics,

How long have vou been at this school?
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Onc term.

That do vou think of it as 2 newcomer?

As far as P.E. goes I think it is fantastic. As faor zs the school
gocs, both for facilities and co-operation within the dept., there
isn't any school that I have seen thst can beat it. I think the
staff here erc very closely lmit., They all seem to get on like a
house on fire, Take for exanple, yesterday, we had the use of
both halls, two gyms, swimming pool, sports hall, so in fact we
have six indoor arecas. In the sports hall we can have a multitide
of activities going on, things like Dadminton, trampolining, table

tennis all at the same time, because there are ample facilitiles.

Were you g Hucklebrough 1ad?

Yes my parents still live in Hucklebrough. I think outdoor activities
are in far a bhoom. When I went far the job one of the gquestions I
asked was 'would outdoor activities continue as & carcer for me
because of leazving school within one term it would be very hard

far me to come back in." I was told the only way these centres

could close down would be if they become not very efficient, even

with the cut backs in the economy.

You said you were in an outdoor activities centre first st Dukes?

?

since the arrival of a new head I think it is o less happy place?

Yes I would say so. I think that in the last 6 months he has lost

six of the staff., DMr. X, the late head was o tall sort of father
figure. He used to stand at the gote with his beaming smile and

wave to everybody and as far as that side of personal and public
relations go then he was excellent, but thc prescnt head is completel,
opposite. People don't like him. Those who he considers his friends
don't like him, but he gets things done, I was in charge of the games
when I was there and if I had said to him, "I want this"end I would
get them straight away within two or three weeks. I got a linc marker
within threc weeks, now with Mr. K. they had been trying to get onc

for three years and had to borrow one., They tuned out some very
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good cenoes under Mre. M. He taught me a lot about building of
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Torthumberland College and 1 respect her decisions and she said

~

to me "Go to Dukes House Wood but don't stay too long". &lso

therc wes no chonce of promotion or very little chance and

although I was in a pleasant Jjob. I was wabtching colleagues junp
the scales sgo I deelded to go out into a school to see what

1
'

happened from thercon. It just so haoppens that T .oy in the

Il

school for less than o term ond this job came up and it is
promoticon. I asked whet the chance of promotion was within this
school ond was told not much unless o pastoral post came up cad 1

went intc the pastoral side.

That things will vou take with vou into the new Jjob that vou con

I appreciate efficiency, but 1t iz hord when you are ot the bottom
of the scele to get things done when teachers who are above you don't

bother so much.

Whot is it aboult people in suthority that would put you off?

People who promise things and never get thew donc, Somcone who tells
ne to do something and he's not willing to do it himself. If hc can

do it himself then why not do it%

The impression I have from the others is that the hesd here is

sympathetic towards P.E, Do you confirm that?

I think that is gquite truve. 4s for as F.E. goes we get a lot of
facilities, we get a lot of things laid on and there again the P.E.
dept. teke their turn in laying on things for the school; things
like displays.

Have vou had any trips out with the pupils?




M.58/4

Tes 1 took o group out three weeks ago for a canoceing weck-end,

They thoroughly enjoyed it.

K
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Is it o side thet nceds developing here o is it o

develoned?

They do use Town comp for 211 sorts of things like science week
ends and the P.E. dcpt. does run one week per year for outdoor
activities, but that is as far 25 it goes. I think if T had stayed
here I would have done a lot more at week ends, especially duwring

the summer months,

What sort of things in the traditional pattern of college training

would vou change?

When I was at college I visited verious colleges z2s o sports rep.
faoar my own college, and I was very conscious of the fact that as
you go round the beitter known colleges such as Carnegle, St, Lukes
Loughbarough, they were turning out professional sportsmen and not
teachers of P.E. I think our college was far shead of these in this
respect, because they taught students how to teach F.E. which I
think colleges should be doing. Very often the case 1s that they
will teach the advancement in a particular skill but although this
helps T think colleges miss out on teaching you how to teach a
subject. T think this is where a lot of colleges fell down, I
have colleagues who would agree with that but there are some
students who want to be taught more sport, more knowlcdge, nore
technique. I think that students going straight from school were
told that they were going to learn how to teach 2 subject I think
that would stand with the students.

I have the impression thet there are ccrtain schools in Hucklebrough

that are hyper—competitive, That they are making P.E, teachers into
sports club managers and the only thing that mattoers is the training

of the teams to beat the other schools,

I would think that there are certain schools that do concentrate on
the best pupils in the deptSe Vhen I was ot (named school) which was

a traditional gremmar school and played rugby, they said the 1lst XV
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over there, the ncxt best ageinst them and the ones that were
left there's o ball off you go. Go and have o game bebween
youwrsclves. That was 1t wnd I think on o larger bosis, thot was
just the rughy. Now it is whaotever ming up next lik
town champlonships, the staff concentrate on one particulsr group
and the rest do what they want to do., Probably in this school we
4o something like that, but we pull kids out of lessons. A

fortnight before championships, we pull kids out of lessong, but

we don't forget about the rest of them.

Does that alwoys happen? Are the rabbits catered for as well?

In this school these kids are catered for, maybe not as good as

they should be, but they are catered for, and they arc happy doing

Yo%

what they are set to do, We orgenise them first before working with

the other athletes,

End of Recording

No Follow-up Comnents
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How long have vou been here?

Two years I came straight from college.

How have vou found teaching?

I have found it disappointing. You come from college with so

many great ideas and it just doesn't work really.

Which were the most disavppointing areas?

Well.....Perhaps T shouldn't say this,,..it's not very profcssicnal
but when I first came to this school, the first words by my heed
of department were (interruption).,,.the firgt day that I came
here my head of department said "I work from nine to fouwr like
any other teacher....I don't believe in any out of school
activities. If you want to &o that then fair enough," So

when you are confronted with that, you think...."Crumbs...where

do you start from.,...?" So that to dc anything like out of school
activities have been up to you. You've got no backing from hin at
2ll, And let's face it when you are doing P.E. out of school
activities are part of your job. Teaching from nine to four is
Just not on...is it? That was day one, I thought, '"Hugh...well

we see how it goes from here.

What were vou looking forwaréd to most of all?

Just getting to the teaching situvatione....getting to knew the
children...and what you could do se...y0u know you are given these

ideas and you look forward to just putting them inte practice.

Did vou have any subject preferences?

I'm an allrounder...but I was quite interested in dance....which
I started here with first years. But as it wasn't really in the
curriculum, I had to meke it when we were in the gym for six
weeks or in the sports hall...so I did it when we were in the

sports hall. But only with the first year. But then the following



year 1 didn't have those first yezrs sc I couldr't carry it
on. There was no continuity. I had one sccond year closs..gym

again, but they were the youngest of the seccond year with the

eldest of the first year so they gradually covering had to be

I
<

virtually the same....

Tell me more about the dance., 3o many students leave college with

o tremendous enthusizsm for dance bhut once they get out inteo schools

it doesn't last., I sbould be interested in vour experiences for all

that it hag been in six weeks sessions,

It's very difficult because you have gix weeks then you're back in

the gym. then to go hack sgain you've got Lo either carry on afresh...

8 3
2nd they've forgotton everything they've done...or go back over some
of the ground you have azlready covered and that means you are not
progressing. As it haoppened I have all first year for gym all on
the same dey. And for me to teach dance all day long, especially
with first years because you ars covering the same ground all the
time....oyou get a it fed up I suppose, and it shows in the lesson.
If they were spread out more in the week it would be a lot better.
Dance 21l day Jjust drained me. The first ones you are alright but
by the end of the day....But facility wise...have to hunt around
for tape recorders and the accoustics in the sports hall are not
very good anyway and we only had a broken old tambouwrine....until

T aid get a new ons, And the apparatus is in "Alladin's Cave"...
for exaumple last year we asked for some hockey sticks. They were
supposedly ordered, They didn't arrive and then we were given these
new rubbers to put on the new sticks. Tt just didn't make sense.
T've never known anything like it, You know when you've come out

of college you think "Ch well perhaps its me...leybe IT'nm thinking

on different lines,

Working in o team can be extraordinorily difficult,...yet it is
esgential ,
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I think that works if the person at the head is someone vou can
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respect, although you may not nccessarily agree with all that they
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wvay to Tolerzting then, Thi ¢lreddes..and T o don to 28y it...

but I don't haove one ounce of respect for my Head of Depcrtment at

all.

“hat sticks in your throat?

was an incident wdth another mepber of the department when...
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had just gone and he said, "You'd better get to your

v

clags they are waiting...' and he sgaid it in frowul of lhe ohildy

Gt
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She was so annoyed that she turned round and retslisted. "You

N

cannot sgy that when you don't even to your classes" I mean he
will sit in 2 room and send his kids out for football., Well thet's
not teaching, Tt's not fair on the children, Another time, ag it
so happened, T was working with him at one point and the hoye very
rerely went out to gomes; they were just humping things from one
plaece to another to stare in another place. And there was a student
coming and he was bringing them round snd the lad came up to him
end seid, "Oh sir, are we doing games today"? And he gort of
vhacked him one and said "Of course you are. You always do it..."

"ell T haven't Trought my kit because we haven't done 1t lately."

T zet the impression that vou must have been very unhappy.

To start with in my first yesr T wasn't particularly happy. I had
some very difficult classes. I had one class in my first yesr...

fifth class of Drakes Pield. And therc were some really rough
girls,... Sometimes I uszed to be Lrlghtened. There was one psrticuler
girl who came frow a very bhad background. Her mother had been

murdered, she waeg 2 nrostitute, She was o really rough girl, in g

(

ROBLA class whe just aidn't want to know....l had bo hring thewn from
the Breskwater to here on 2 bus. Tt was o classe of 26...and aporo.
10-11 would do gzemes., My obligation was with those who were doing

sames, L didn't see why I should spend time looking after those



people....They came up and I'd say, "Sit down" or "Just stand
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here and watch.” “then we got up here they str

ond they rushed behind o big heop of buillding moteriels and T
thought T would just ignore theme..,then T thought no T cen't do
that they would probedbly be up to something. When I walked zcross

they zoomed from the back through this grass end werc running
ascross the rughy field. Well as it happens M. D. was there....
But they gobt me into such a (tiz)...I didn't know what to do
(M7, sestures of honelessness) well 0.K. you don't win them all,

but vhen you try so herd like that...Anyway he brought them back

are with

»)

and T said, "I'm Jjust not taking them...my obligations
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those who went to do games"., DBventuwlly i
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out....they went to someone else if they weresn't doing games. But

o5

it took a long time for that to happen.

After that episode, those that wanted to do games with vou, did.

-

The others chose to gze with somebody else...”

They didn't choose they were told to go to liiss B, as a matter of
faCto

What about those who stayved far the sames?

Oh they were alright. They changed...they wanted to do games.
The relationship was elright...they said "Oh I'm glad they've gone,

Now we can play a game."

So on the experience of that particuler class vou would be happy

to see games as g voluntary activitv?

N

Yes, definitely. Definitely. Especially when they haven't heen used
to doing P.E. all the way through. Foir enough if they have a tradition
with set standerds....that have been built wp ¢ll the way up vhrough
the school. Then they are geaored to P.E. But if they have not been
used to doing it then not only is it not fair on them it is not fair

on the person who is teaching them,



Yhet other thines did vou do with them?
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{lell we did roller hockey. And Badminton and other thi

Volleyball....It was C.K., once we had the bad ones out of the
When you ore on hecehing nractice everyvthing is ideal
isn't it? To a certain extent, You sre given the cholce of
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ncver kunown anything like it at all,

Yhere did vou train?

Yarmond.

So vou would train in very different circumstances?

¥ went to Comprehcnsive school, and that was an excellent school,
They had catered for ROSLA kids. They had a leisure afternocon where

they had the arny youth team and they would go off to Clattercamp

So vou are guite looking forwerd to moving away?

Yes 1 anm.

Were vou ever so miserable thet vou did not want to come in to school?

Yo, Mo, I'm not that sort of person. I'1l go in and say "I' ve got to
get over this somehow." If you did that you would never do anything
would you? There were days that T thought I don't fancy this but

there was never a dsy that I stayed off school., In one way it's

been a good experience and in another, it's not. Yot for vour first
O bl

4

vear I don't think..,.Yobt kids like

it frightened

[

¢]

f

that anyway. Becaus

me (leugh of relief in retrospect).

Do vou take your problems home?

Yes.oo.l suppose I would have done, I wasg living with another girl then.
and she was teaching in o Junior School. T weuld come home and moan

akout the thugs.cooes



You must have sot over this becsuse yvou are now goins to teach

in z Technical School....Collesc.,sdealing with older peopleo.

e il

ag dublous when I went down., PBut F.X. 1s nob compulsory
there, TH's there for those who wanlt to do it. There is slso

2 lot more dance there....which I am guite keen on. It's bheen

You must feel that vou've served a vretty rough avnrenticeshinp

i3

here.....it won't come much rougher,

1 don't think it would, quite honestly.,

Did vour training prepare vou for dealins with older tvpes of pupils?

Mot really, no. I think theyecos.

How do T prepare my students for thig kind of work?

It's very difficult. Because I suppose you've got to be careful when
you are dealing with students. You don't wait to frighten them off

do you?

But isn't this how life is?

I suppose they have to be made zware...,l don't really know how
to go sbout that. T meon obviously *they read ehout these sort of
things but you don't think they will hanpen to you. Do you?

+h

There was one good thing about the college I went to, ve all had to
do a Junior practice...snd it brezks you in., We used to go one
Fridey morning every weck and then o bleck prectice.... It breals
yvou in for vwhen you do go into the secondsry school. It builds
yourself up. and if you can cope with those 0.K. then you should
be able to copcs...(hesitancy here...a bit lost) (realising the

inconsistency of ergument and personal experience).

Do you teach swimming?
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Cen I twn to the fifth vear., That are the thines which have

'worked', hat ore the things where vou have simply been a

distributor of equipment,..dishinz out table tennis bats etc,

I think the trouble todey is that they have too much to choose

from. I remenmber when I was ot school you had either this or

that. And you did it. Vow you have so much cheoice., MNot just in
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If vou were stavine here would vou give less choice?

Ideally yes. But it would be difficult, because they have been used
to so much, To change so radically weuld probahbly not be right.
n

But if you started off that wayeesoo

That choices have vou been involved in?
) !

I've done hockey, netball, indoor games, rounders. And they've

got this thing if it is cold they don't want to go out. It really
does znnoy me, you know, Can we wear our trousers? You say that if
they bring stratch trousers or tracksuit bottoms you can wear themn,

"O0h no we aore not wearing those".....'can we wear our Jeans"? No.

(]

They can't seem to get it into their heads. They've got to be
owkwerd 11 the time. It's difficult to say whether they ore

heving too much choice....how to sunze it.

I it ywere knoun in the fPourth vear that F.IN, were to be made
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reaxr,  Jhet would be the effect?

That is whet is hoppening next year actually.



be o hord core who will

v owent bo do it. Put that's 211. There will he o fair

few who will come olong for the ride,

How meny of the present £ifth year will continue with any form

of sport?

tbout o deozen out of the whole fifth year that T egan think of.

Do vou think that the P.E. profession should be concerned aboutb

this or not?

(long pause) To 2 certain evient, ves. But I think as long as you

¢

have offered them the opportunity tco do these things then it is
thelir choice when they leave school., 4And if they don't want
carry these things on after gchool then that's their choice,

You lay the Foundation then its up to them,

Would vou Jjudee the effectiveness of vour tesching on the numbers

who would wish to continue in g sport after school?

That they do in their leisure time is their choice.

zet the impression that there is & lot to choose from in Hucklebrough.

¢ be gulte honest T don't Imow a lot about MNucklebrough facilities

1=
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at week-end...or very rorely. I have not come from the area. Therc

are the Youth Clubs....(she had little knowledge of the opporfunities
the area)., There are onportunities if they want to look for them,

T used to play hockey far a team in the town, There wes one girl from

this school in the club., There were several from other schools in

the town. I think there is room to lmprove the links with the clubs...



but it is uvp to the individual. You can't gpoon feed them all

the time. T think you can tell them., If they rezlly want to do
it then they will find = way themselves. Then if they are going

to do it they will do it, not beccuse you have suggested it.

H'
o

Is there any list given to the pupils here to help the kids el

touch vwith the clubs?

Mo. e don't even see the courses that are available to ug, The
T

course thal I wanted to go to, a dance course, T didn't know it
was on. 1t wes just pionned up here...and I read it...and I looked
at it again and it was for the exzct dey that it was put up.

Bad
i

Application forms should have been in the week previously. 3o I

said, "How long hove vou haed this"? "Oh it only came today"e...l
mean we never see anything...conferences that are golng Ollesses

.

courses and so0 on. There is no communication here at 211, Tt

amczes me, Bub to be quite honest he 1s Jjust not interested in

the children...in thc school, He wanted to start golf and he wanted
to buy some golf bogs and he said he wanted to take them out of

the P.E. regquisition., %We've umpteen golf clubs in Aladin's Cave..
And tThings like that which are very much a minority sport..and there
are things like hockey sticks which are just, well, inadequate.
Things like a Metbell court. Thot's sbill not materialised. We've
had to chalk lines on the ground for matches. It's just not on...
It's not fair on the kids. I mean we

and they've got umpteen lines out,

Vhat are you lookine forward Lo mest in vour new post?

Getting myself settled. And becoming part of o community, Fere T

haven't really heen pert of the community. To get my feet in the

P.I., of that orea. Just to belong somewhere really, I suppose. Aind

4o

ci+

nthusiasnm backe.

o]
[¢]
fa
4]
]
=
©
()

Jus

Ind of recording

Mo follow-up comments




F.60 17th July, 1975,

1 am going to Yarmond next term. I am pleased that I am going there
actually because when you come out of college you come with all these
ideas. I came into this job ready to tackle anything, to get cracking
and make a success of it and I have been so disillusioned....very
disillusioned, so I am looking forward to going to Yarmond to start

all over again.

Where are the areas of disillusionment?

Well when I was at college I had very good teaching practices. I was
lucky I was at Richmond Convent for one Teaching Practice, final Teaching
Practice, no discipline problems or anything like that. And that was
really super. For one practice I was up in Middleton in Teesdale at

a small secondary schoocl, I only had a2 small hagndful of pupils = no
more than 12 in each lesson. My first practice was at a junior school
so that I didn't have my eyes opened until I actually started teaching.
So that here, a rough comprehensive school - I just didn't know what I
was coming to. When I think of it, my experience at college,..l wasn't
really prepared for tackling & job like this. I've had reports that I
have done extremely well and they are very happy with my work....and I
am getting to know the job now but I was not really prepared in myself

for this type of job.

It hasn't put you off zetting another job in g secondary school?

When I was at college, I couldn't make my mind up whether I wanted to

do a junior school or secondary school training. Well with P.E. I would
have to go for a secondary school because there aren't many spécialist
P.E. posts in a junior school, to do full-time P.E. If the opportunity
came for me to get a job in junior school I would go to....Not because

I dislike the older ones so much, but I am in love with taking the younger
ones., But in secondary schools you can get your teams going....you know,

I do a lot of netball and athletics.

The teams are your favourite area?
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Yes. Mind you I have been disappointed. I think its may be just
because of Hucklebrough area itself, in the type of homes the pupils
come from, the area they live in. I found, when I started here, the
children didn't really want to know much about P.E. because I thought
they would come to me with all their ideas and give me everything
they'd got. But I've had to work hard for anything to get out of the
children, for anything I've had produced from them. The first years
are very enthusiastic. They really enjoy their P.,E....I really enjoy
taking them, they’re no problem. But the other ones, second, third
and fourth and fifth you've really got to draw it out of them...it's
quite a difficult job really. I sometimes feel that I am knocking

ny head against a brick wall,

Don't you think secondary school teachers must be prepared for failure?

I know in my first term I would come in and say to J.A.....you know I
was quite worried, the children are not producing what I want then

to d0es..you know I am wanting them to do all kinds of...you know

I often felt as though "Oh the lessons" failed. Well not a failure,
in the fact that it's been rubbish you know...they've worked for me
but they haven't done exactly what I wanted them to do...And it took
me a while to realise. It worried me that I was not getting exactly
what I wanted but as J.A. said, "you'll have good lessons, you'll have
bad lessons; you'll have lessons where you will learn such a lot from
them; And you get shocks in some lessons and surprises in others."

And its happened....lt's quite true.

Did you teke your worries home with you?

Oh yes! First term. I'm too conscientious....far too conscientious..
I am not so bad now but the first term I used to take it all home with

me....and think what have I done wrong?

You felt pretty miserable about it?
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Yes, 1 have done. I must admit I have done. Itwas just worry. I
worry too much. I realise now that especially now that we've had

some third year students from Battle Cross and I look at them and I
thirk, T was just like them when I first started teaching. And I can
see, through them, how if you just relax and just accept just all
that's going on and so long as you have got your lessons planned and
you go out and take the girls, well one or two things might go wrong...
you just have to accept that what goes wrong how you can adjust it and
not to worry about it and not to brood over it....just try and sort
everything out in your own mind and not to worry about it. That's what
I've found. And I've found things...they are going so well now. I
rerely ever worry now...Jjust when people like you come in!

R

You were savinge g moment ggo that vou were happy within the department.,

Well this is my first experience in a big comprehensive school. Now
I've always felt as though I've got to know children so well I feel as
though we've had a very close relationship with them and that I know
them, but since I've come here I can quite honestly say there's half
the children in this school I don't know. And to me it's wrong that.

I mean children can go along the corridor I don't actually teach them.
I only have half the first year and half the second year. I find with
netball teams that they are g1l the children who I take...who come to
netball....the other half of the school, who I don't take don't come,
and that sort of thing. As far as I am concerned, comprehensive schools
are far too big. There are 1200 here. I suppose if I were staying I
would get to know more children. You can't expect to know them all in
one year. It's wrong really to leave....l think you ought to stay in a

school at least two years.

Don't vou think that vou have learnt so much that it misht be a gzood tinme
to change anyway?

Well yes...that's how I do feel...I feel as though I have such a lot
behind me now to take with me to Yarmond. I feel as though I want to have
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a really successful year next year. I mean I've learnt such a lot

this year.

Is this a pretty tough neighbourhood area?

Yes.....the quicker they get out of school to light up a cigarette

the better for them. That's their attitude. And trying to get them
staying behind after school. Now one person once said to me that

"it's you who have failed if you can't get the children to stay behind."
And I object to this strongly because I don't think that it is. I've
got a very good relationship with the children; I feel as though I am
doing quite well, I'm coping with what I awm teaching...We have very
enjoyable lessons, But trying to get them to stay behind after school
is terrible. It's really difficult.

Isn't it difficult to get teams?

Tt's extremely difficult. That's one big disappointment that I have
had. I am hoping it will be different at my new school. I think that
it will be different.

I was interested in vowr point that vour teams were made up of the

pupils vou actually taught.....the personal contact....you must then
feel that this is successful?

I'm certainly not going to adopt the attitude that I've failed in that
respect. I haven't. I wouldn't let anyone ssy that I have, because I
have tried and the children who come, they enjoy it. I mean they have
reached quite a good standard....one of the girls I've had through to
County Netball. A few of them have been through tc County Athletics,

Is Netball your particular strength?

Yes.

Do you think that Hucklebrough caters well for netball for the school

leavers? Are there opportunities for them?
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Well.., . Fifth form you cannot get involved in Netball in any case.
There is not one girl in the fifth form that will come to Netball.
Mogt of them skive out of P.E. Whether or not they will change their
minds when they leave school and decide to Join a netball club...l
very much doubt. Especially this school. But there's a very high
standard of Netball in the ares.....Fleetwith, Gargrave, Dovedale
there's a very high standsrd....Both Senior and Junior netball. T
don't know if there is provision for them when they leave school I

don't know quite honestly.

Is P.E. compulsory?

Yes., And the girls strongly object to that. Sometimes I feel - well,
I can't understand their point of view., But there again if its too
much for them to go out and play a game of netball, when they start
work, if they can't find the energy to do that how on earth are they
going to do their jobs I don't know.

Is there anythinege that they have shown interest in at 2ll? In the Fifth vear?

They prefer sports like Badminton, Squash....all they want to do is have a
knock about. They think they are playing a game. But they are so unskilful
they can't get a good game going. But they won't do the skill practices.
It's quite difficult really. For people who are really keen....there are
plenty of activities after school far them to develop in skill.... The
Youth Centre do a iot of activities after school....they do Badminton.

The girls tell me that they play at the Youth Club. They do Badminton...

have pop records and things....sometimes they have the trampolines out.

Do you think that its a good idea to have g yvouth centre attached to
the school?

Well it is really from a P.E. point of view, it is. Because they would
rather.....wvhen they go off to school they do it of their own free will
and do it because they want to do. In P.E. in school hours with it being

compulsory, they do it because they've got to.
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Would vou prefer it to be voluntary? Suppose you had discussed it in

the Department would you vote for voluntary P.E. or not?

I don't know., I am undecided. Healthwise they ought to...it should be
compulsary...well why shouldn't they expend a bit of energy on a netball
pitch? But when you have a group of girls, really rough, tough girls,
who don't want to do it, I think why should I have to go out there and
make them? It annoys me sometimes and I think that it shouldn't really
be compulsory. But thereagain, there is no reason why they shouldn't do
it,.

Zven though they have compuigory P.E. do you think it mgkes a scrap
of difference to their health?

They had a lecture from the health visitor who came in and she gave
them a talk on why they should do P.E. etc. And the girls appreciated
what she was saying to them. They sort of accepted, "Well, you should
really do P.E." It is just laziness that they won't do P.E. When
they had had the talk from this health visitor they all sat there

looking interested and she convinced them.

Do you think it changed the attitude for a while?

It did for one lesson, but through sheer laziness.....

Do_you think we ought to do more 'Keep Fit' kind of activities instead
of going for the Netball, Basketbgll, Gymnastics?

Well T did think of that. A lot of them enjoy doing dance....5th year,
It goes down extremely well....first, second and fifth year, very well.
I was so surprised because I thought doing dance with fifth years would
be extremely difficult. But I have had most pleasure teaching fif'th

yeaxr .

I find that interesting, because dance is one of the things that many of

the students leave us, liking dance, looking forward to teaching dance in

school and find that they can not. There is so much resistence to it, If

vour pupils had more dance and less of the BadmintoNeeseces
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Do _they have options in the fifth year?

They do0....they get some options., I think as far as netball and

hockey is concerned it shouldn't be too compulsory. But things like

dance should beso...Badminton and these activities they get out of

school because they go to the Fun Palace at Laithes. There is squash.
There is Badminton,; ice-skating; there is swimming. T think they

should do this in the fifth year and not so much emphasis on netball

and hockey. For all that I am keen on it, it should not be compulsory.

It is more an individual skill that they want to do rather than a game.

It is interesting that although they show hostility to an activity at
school they will get involved in it at a youth centre.... Probably because

there is nothing else to do.

Did vou say that there was & Squash Court here?

Yes, one which folds away. In the sports hall. The boys use the

facilities mere than the girls....a 1ot more.

What changes would you like to see in the physical education department

here?

When I first started, I thought P.E. should not be compulsory. If it a
case of giving them options, choosing what they want to do, children
need to be guided. Even at fifth year stage, they need to be told what
to do. If we Jjust said to our fifth year girls you have got an option
you can do what you like they would all wander down to the toilets. You

have got to make it compulsory far them. I appreciate that now.

So yvou have fluctuated a bit!

If it was their own choice there would be a few who would do it and a lot

who would lark sbout but by saying "Come on you have got to do it and we will
try and enjoy it," they make a point of trying to. And it seems that you

get more out of the lesson. Sometimes if it is raining outside and you

are meant to be doing netball and you say what shall we do? You give them

a bit of choice, most of them choose dance. We enjoy the lesson. Now
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until you get on these terms with the girls.....when we first started
it was a case of "We don't want to do this., We don't want to do that."
And so I said, "I don't want to teach you if you are in that mood." I
said, "I don't want to teach you, you don't want to do P.E. why not
make the best of both worlds and try and enjoy the lesson with you.
And then they make a point of trying to do it. It is guite difficult

building up & relationship with the girls.,

It takes a long time doesn't it?

It does. A lot of them are leaving this week and they are coming
up and saving, 'Well, vou are going as well". And they say "Cheerio"

and I am quite touched by it....people who I thought were hostile.

So you have mixed feelings about going?

I do, yes. These children put on a tough face but underneath they

are very soft....extremely soft underneath.

You have o very warm spot for them?

Oh yes. Well I get on well with most people.

Have you ever spoken about your career or your professional prosress to

the Head? Does he show any interest in you as a person or as s member of

his team.,..or to discuss P.E.?

No net really. Well we have a new headmaster and he's not one for P.E.
P.E. doesn't matter very much to him.....To him I don't think it would

matter if it wesn't on the programme.

When you say that....it is a general impression? Are you sure that this

is what he really thinks?

A1l T know is....well I have never actually spoken tc him myself ., A11 I
know is that the Head of P.E. Dept....and whenever we want anything in the

Department.....we have to fight right left and centre to get it.
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Do vou think that it is harder than any other Department?

Host definitely! I mean people think that you azre not doing the same

Mmi, ee LU 3wy 2l e~ P ] -
L€YY Uaing that you are Onl.y skivers. I mean

Wwork as anyone else.
I get a 1little bit annoyed. 4 few weeks ago...it was exans week and
because of the fact that you were not actually teaching, they said

"Oh well a P.E. Department can be used to invigilate because they

have nothing else to do". And I got really annocyed about this because
of the fact.....Friday afternoon that week we had a first year svorts
meeting of 10 tutor groups. Now I had ten teams to select. Track
events and field events...l0O teams, now I had all that work to do

in a matter of two days. And peopie kept coming and said "You have

to invigilate..." and in the end I just threw everything down and
said, "now look I have got my work to do the same as everybody else.”
Why are the P.E. department...."You don't have any marking to do..."
You know....it's 21l the P.E. department do, they (the pupils) are not
out on the fields, so you've got to get cracking. Now for me, I have
so much written work to do....administrative work writing out teams...
I do have a lot of written work involved with P.E.....I really lost

ny temper about it.

Was that a good thing?

Yes. Because I think that we have to let them know that we are teachers
just the same as theme......We have been to college just the same as
them. Our subject, to me, is just as important. In this school P.E.

is not really strong enough.

S50 this attitude is not from the Head alone but from other members of
Staff?

Senior staffe...Well J.A.; she's been here five years. When she came
here there wasn't anyone doing P.E. full-time. There was just a part-timer..
So in these five years she's built up this department and established P.E.

throughout the school. A whole range of activities which they have never
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The P.E. Department has Jjust got itself on its feet. The o0ld Headmaster
he used to be a P.E. teacher himself, sc obviously things went quite
well....things weren't difficult to get going. And now we've got this
new Headmaster.....and the.the P.E. department hzas just sort of...the
impression you get is its Jjust gone bvack out of the window where it

was five years ago. It's so disheartening.

When did this head start?

He just started at Easter -~ since I canme,

So you would actually see this effect?

Yes we have 2ll found it upsetting....Really upsetting to think

how well P.E. was established in the school and how well the facilities

are used....and we all make the most of them. The Headmaster has z lot to do
with the atmosphere towards P.E. in the school...but it does reflect on the
children....l am sure it does. They don't take it seriously enough to
start with, without the staff being without P.E.....It's quite annoying
really, Its not taken seriously enough I den't think by most members of
staff. I mean one of my friends - she said to me the other week, "It's
true, if you can teach P.E. you take any other subject in any classroom."
She does art and she said she's had to come and take a P.E. lesson....and
she said "You know what P.E. teachers have to go through...it's really
difficult having to go and take a P.E. lesson..." She said, "I think
you've got that 1little extra little gqualification behind you - the fact
that you can go out there and control children in an open space." She

says "all we have to do in the classroom is to sit them down and meke

ther stand up to control them." She said, "I think it takes that little

extra bit to be a P.E, teacher."

What_are_you looking forward to most when sterting your new job?

Getting cracking with my P.E. You know you go to college and get

genned up on all this information and you come out of college feeling
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great - really looking forward to teaching....I like to get a lot

of job satisfaction and by being here its been crushing, So I am
looking forward to starting asgein and really succeeding next year -
job satisfaction is most important. The new head really takes s
strong interest - its great. The P.E. department is highly regarded
in the school by the children and the staff.

I should like to_keep in touch with you, say come along to Hicklethwaite

to see if it works out, whether it lives up to expectstions....just to

see how _you are getting along.

Yes by all means. It's nice to see someone’s taking an interest in
what's going on...especially in P.E. There are excellent facilities
here.....L don't think they sre appreciated...But then why should

anyone feel about P.E. the way I do?

You won't enthuse anyone unless _you feel that way about it,

That's true. Yes. I feelas though a lot more children I've met this year
sre more switched on to P.7. than when I first came. I know I have

succeeded with a lot of them.,

That is yvour measure of success?

The fact that most of them turned up to the lessons. Thet's one way.
You can walk out and the fact that the children - girls - are chatting
to you and they are carrying the things out for you whereas when I first

started P.E. they were sitting down there with long faces,

From your present knowledge do you think that most of the school leavers

will get involved with some sport after they leave school? How many will

actuslly do something when they leave school?

Most of them, I am sure, will be involved in the - Youth Clubs for after
school leavers as well as fifth year...l am sure that most of them will
be involved with Badminton and Squash etc. In Hucklebrough there’s
not much else for them to do - apart from Youth Club., Not so much
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know I do quite a lot of Keep Fit with the Dance and they enjoy that,

they think of thelr figure and nice slim waist.

Do vou think thet we should cmphasise the hcalth and fitness zspect of P.E.7

xr

Sure! That's how I am winning them over, es that works...the idea of

a good complexion.

Thank yvou for participating with my inquirv....and being so helpful.
I hope I shall be able to keep the contact with you.

You must get sick of going around - but it is nice to talk to someone
else besides my husband. He teaches handicraft but does a lot of P.E.
himself.

Do vou play any sports yvourself now?

I haven't joined any particular clubs...Tennis or Bsdminton clubs
but T go down with my friends a lot. Just once a week to Badminton.
Ve go swimming a lot. I go along with my own friends. We go along

4o Laithes Fun Palace and Markton Recreation Gentre.

I do wish vou well in vour new posteec.. dave a good holiday first.

Many thanks.

End of Recording
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Is this yvour first appointment?

Yes.

And vou came when?

Christmas....l started in Janvary '75....1've just completed my

probationary year.

Are you from Hucklebrough originally?

Yo, T am from Sheffield......I went to college in Durham. Then
I left college I was a bit apathetic more than anything. And I
wasn't really dedicated at all. I worked for 2 year. I thought
that to go straight from college into teaching....Il was unsure

I decided to work for a year or so.

Was that a difficult decision?

No, not really. It was made easier with the difficulty of getting a
job. I worked on various jobs for a year and a half and eventually
decided that I started doing what I was trained for. I felt more
ready far it then though. Much more ready. I know it sounds

corny but I felt much more mature. (Reflected). I don't know what
my outlook would have been had I come here straight from college.

T think that it would have been much much different. But I think

it has benefited me greatly. I think that the unfortunate thing

at college is that they can't say "Well you are not doing the
work....go". They can but it seems as though they don't have the
push to say "Go on, out!" Which would keep standards higher I
think., They certainly didn't when I was there. There were a lot

of people who justoecce..l would say that most people did the
minimum of wark. But there were ones who didn't even do that.

They just had a very very good time. I used to wark in South
Yorkshire., After finishing College I got a job with a local builder.
Renovating old property,
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It will be useful when yvou come to do your owh.,..Are yvou married?

Yes. Recently. We were married in the summer...and my wife has just
got a job in the town. Yesterday. She is Junior School trained. Jobs
are very difficult in County especially. hy wife was at the interview
yesterday and a headmaster said to her that'"it was fortunate that you
did not complete your B.Ed." (wife had failed at end of third year)...
"hecause County are not employing people with degrees in primary
schools"...."because they have to pay them extra money....which they
don't think it is woarth it. It seems ridiculous....To get round it,

they interview people and that is the last they hear of it.
(Telephone interruption)

Have you learned much in yvour first year?

Looking back on my teaching practices I feel that it was a false
situation. I think the staff help a probationary teacher much more

than a student on T.P. It seems strange to me.

That sugpests that

school in your first vear.

rou have had a lot of support in this particular

Tes. I've had & lot of help.....but also I had a lot of help on
most T.P's...but looking back on it I would say that I have had
more since leaving college....l look at it on a long term basis
T.P. is only for six weeks....You can teach a topic just for 6
weeks whereas in a school like this you have to get a follow-on,
You don't Jjust teach as on T.P,, six weeks then forget about it...

you don't take it any further,

Do you feel fortunate to be working under lr., Bate's leadership

at this stage in your career?

I do agree. Ian is the best head of department in the town, I feel
sure. From the heads of P.E. that I have met, he is by far the most
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organised, the most educated and the best to work with. te seems
very clear about what he is wanting; he knows what he expects of
his department...the communication from him is clear...whether

vou like what he stands far or not is another matter...but there

is no misunderstanding...no lack of communication.

Do you have much relationship with the other schools in the

neighbourhood? Or are you isolated?

There is quite a good transfer between the school because it is
such a small town. And the schools are all very much the same.
And it's 2 commundty in that the football is intor=school and
you get to know most people that way. Everything is associated
within the school and there's not much transfer out of the town.
There are one or two teams that play sport out of the town...but

it tends to be a closed network.

So_that most of the fixtures, in fect, soccer, rugby, athletics,

hockev.,...are usually in the Hucklebrough territory.

The rugby is the one that tends to go out of the town. Dracton,

Yarmond,

Vhat is your personal commitment to extra curricular activities?

e

My commitment is spresad. Because I am not a master of one sport
I'm a "Jack of all trades'..s..l find myself not committed to
any one thing., I must admit that I am not as dedicated to P.E.
as Ian (Head of Dept) is. He is very very dedicated. He has his
finger in everything, He likes to know about everything. Which
is good in as much as, if you have any problems he can back you
UP QP esosob€ll you....if he doesn't happen to tell you so much

a8 where you are going wrong...He tends to sit back and let you

do it wrong and then say "You should have tried to do it like this"

or "it might have been better to do it that wey."

Do _you feel that you receive recognition for the work that you

do? In the school generally,
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It's an awkward question really....l would say that you don't
receive that recognition that you deserve. But then I suppose
that I am biased in that....we do clubs...and that is the main

demand on my time.

What do you do?

Monday dinner-time I do a Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, taking

a group of lads in the gym. doing physical efficiency tests in
various activities...Monday night I do a swimming training

sesgion. Tuesday dinner time I do either a Volleyball club or

2 ladies foothall club. Tuesday night T do soceer club third or
fourth or fifth year....straight after school...Wednesday dinner
time I have off.....I think, Wednesday night I have free...i'm
not sure (got up to a notice - I can tell you better if I refer

to the timetable)....Wednesday night we do athletics...and Thursday
dinner time I do swimming awards....And I think thet's it really...
And of course Saturdsy morning we have all the games fixtures and

80 ONesso.friday dinner time I have a fifth year footbhall practice.

That is a lot of free time to be giving up isn't it?

Yesy, I think so. The thing is once you become used to doing it
you find that when you do have a free dinner time you tend to
go and watch somebody else's club - rather than just sit around
in the staff room or Jjust walk around school you tend to want to
do something. That timetable is much easier than last year. It

was much fuller.

Is what vou do, as represented on that timetable, (pointing to

timetable)J representative of the rest of the P.E, staff? or are there

disparities?

That's pretty representative. We gll....you see what Ian does,
he asks you what activity or club you went to do. And what

you might be interested in.....and you are slotted in.
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S0 he doesn't give you much option,..he expects vou to do some

extra curricular activity?

He expected us to do more last year, This year it has tended to
be more "if you want tc do clubs you canse.o" I think you find
as you go along the term....because standards of teams aren't
quite as high as they used to be you find yourself doing more

clubs., But Ian gives you the "...it's up to you.e."

Vould the Headmaster know your commitment to after school activities?

Well...1 think he does know...i think he realises what®s going on
but he is more of an academic person. He is more interested in the
academic side. He doesn't admit to it...I went to see him the other
day and he said he was very conscious of what was happening in P.E.

But I am not sure that he is.

How meny times have yvou spoken to him since vou came to the school?

Once,

I feel that's not very much communication. Do you feel that he might

have gone out of his way to talk to vou a bit more?

T don't know what commitments he's got. from where we are sat it seems
as though he's in his office and that's it. ¥e don't know the wark
he has to do. It's the same with the deputy Head. We have two

deputy heads now, I think, both do a bit of part-time teaching. But
for the rest of the time it's....it would seem that they sit in their

studies. (long silence),

Are you made to feel part of the community?

No it doesn't happen.

Do you now feel part of the community? After 12 months?
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I do now. But the first term was terrible I felt a little Dbit
isolated. Especiglly as I didn't know anybody in the town.

I knew one friend of mine..and he lived in Laithes, which made
it a little bit awkward. Living on your own, it made it very

isolated.

Because you are spending so much time working lunch hours and

evenings, does this isolate you from the rest of the staff?

Partly yes. It's generally accepted in the school that the P.E.
staff....they tend to keep in their faculties.....the same with

]
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the science and craft and the R.E. History.

1'm o0ld fashioned enough to think that that is not a good thing.
Do you think that I am just out of touch?

No I agree with you. I think it is a bad thing in that there is

no cohesion between the groups; each group is it's own thing

and anything that that group....anything that puts the group

out even though it mgy help another group greatly they won't...
they very seldomly do it. That is the one problem with this school.
In a school this size it is enormous....l mean there sre still

some of the staff I don't know the names....and after a year I
‘think that is terrible. It really is. And with it being a split
site..with a school at the top and don't know how that school
works at allecessss

Are you involved in P,E. exclusively?

No I do art as well.

And that will keep you on this site only?

Yes. I have one double period a week up there. I have less art
this year than last...but I want to keep my foot in the door you

Se€...0.because I can foresee that I'm not going to be teaching P.E.

in the sztaff room...P.E. Staff in one corner and English...
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all my life...as I said I am not & dedicated P.E. man. I can't

faresee getting to a Head of Department without a degree...

T fear that P.E., is isolated too easily at the moment in the

re-organisation.,

Oh yes. There is a big conflict between P.E. here and Community

Service,

You must explain that to me.

Communit: Service is virtually »un by the Youth Centre and what
happens is they organise working parties tco go round old folks
homes and paint or paper...dig the gerdens and things. And there
is a big conflict between the time that is allowed for P.E. in

the school and the time that is allowed for community service.

At the moment P.E. has the upper edge in that it is far more
organised...ssbecauvse at the moment Community Service tends to

be a little bit of a skive...for the kids,...they tend to think

of C.S. as an easy way out....which I don't think it should be,

I like the idea of community service...it should be very very

well organised....in that you go in...those six, one teacher

take them out and go to such and such an address and you are going
to do that and the other (clearly specified)...and if they don't
get it done it follows on to the next and so on, That way it could
work very well. But it seems as though they are going into the hall
and sitting....and perhaps half o dozen from 50 or 60 kids which
they sometimes have...these are the fifth year school leaversc....
and these are the ones who they tend to be the layabouts...they

tend to be the worst ones.

Yhere does the conflict lie then? Is this in competition with

P.E?

Partly yes. The head looks upon the two in exactly the same way
as if they were the same subject. And he thinks of P.E. as having

too much time. Which I would agree with him to g certain extent,
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Where could the cuts be?

The fifth form get too much F.E.,..Fourth year sometimes.

How much do they get?

Some fifth farmers are gelting something in the region of 10
periods a week.,..I will give you an example...of one Gordon 'X'
very nice lad, very skilled, very good....le has a full afternoon
on outdoor activities which involves archery, skating, skiing,
golf, orienteering and general camp craft. And then he has, on a
Wednesday two periods of indoor games....Badminton, table tennis,
trampoline, volleyball or roller skating again...and I think he has
a volleyball gnd badminton option as well...Then he has a double
period outside as well football or rugby. That's just eight that

T know of cecececse

Are there many boys like that in the school?

Quite a few in the fifth form., I think this comes from doing C.S.E.
P,E. which Ian is trying to get off the ground.

Has anvone been through the C.S.E. Course yet?

The present £ifth year will be the first ones through. The unfortunate
thing is that the people who are helping Ian do it have left. He seems
to have taken it all on to his own back rather than delegate. I think
that he doesn't trust us....which is unfortunate because I am very
keen on the physiology....it's very basic....lt's just to give thenm

another piece of papercecoo

No one from the fifth year opts out of P.E. then?

No.o..We have six periods in the first year...six in the second and
then it suddenly drops to two doubles....then the fourth year have
somewhere back up to eight...they have the option again of outdoor

activities or orienteering,
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You mentioned a rich assortment of options there...Does this take

place on the school premises? Archery?

It takes place in the sports hall. Holler skating in the sportshall
with occagional vigits to Taithes Tun Palsce, Yhe golf takes place
in the sportshall or on the school field and we have licence to go
to City Golf course. But we don't think it is fair to toke kids who
are still digging the floor up. And we sometimes go to the coast

and play on the beach.

Does this work well?

It seems to do....working much better this year than last. Last

year was the first year,

What about those boys who say I am not interested in anything

"I have not brought my kit"...and are really rebellious? I do not
believe that you don't have any?

Oh we have...we have a lot, urfortunately. I know it's the wrong
opinion...I wouldn't say it to them but I think in my own mind
well why has he come to school? ....if he doesn't intend doing
them?..... In the end he does it. And if I can't make him do it
I'11 just send him to Ian. Ve give them kit which we collect at the

end,

What have been yvour most uneasy or unhappiest moments in your twelve

months? What have been the roots of any anxiety or anger or depression?

Looking back none of the episodes that I have had have been bad at
all...But it is just as they happen at the time. Fifth form lack of ...
well..lack of effort more than anything...really annoys me. I think
in P.E. you can stand somebody who will try rather than those who

are skilled and don't try. Of course fifth formers are getting more
up to your size and.....bullying. I had occasion to stop one lad
bullying...it didn't upset me but it made me think...Fighting, I

have had two incidents of that...these were fifth formers. And they
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won't listen....they just come reaching out..you just have to run
iNeo.swade in....pull them apart, Sometimes physically throw them
away. There's one lad who is on tranquilisers...permanently on
tranguilisers....his temper is so basd. We have a third year lad
permanently visiting the psychiatrist...at least omce a week
possibly twice, for outbursts of *emper...you always have to keep
an eye on these kinds of people. Like one lad Robert: I stood in
for somebody and I had no idea what he was like, he didn't have
his proper kit, and we always say "bring all yow kit in to all
your lessons in case somebody is using the swimming pool and we'll
have to go somewhere else." And he just had his swimming kit and
T 4old him off bul teld him that swimming trunks would he alright
as we were going inside and the next thing I had realised, he was
shouting and swearing and ran off and I had to run after him and
pick him up and carry him back,...2nd he was kicking and swearing
then. And evidently he's well known for that. 4nd I had no idea,

I didn't know anything. In fact T had been in the school two terms
which is why I say there isn't enough transfer of information between
the departments and especially the top (Lower School Site) school.
Because I have just taken a third year class...what happens is, the
first and second years stay up there and then they azll transfer down
here for registration then they stay here with their form teachers
with third, fourth and fifth year.....and you get a new class and
you find out absolutely nothing about the kids...what they are like

in that form.

And vou might have had warnineg about this precocious child?

This is why I think there should be more communication,

The information is held by the year heads but it doesn't seem to

go any further. I suppose if I wanted to know I could have gone and
got the file out. But that's no use in the emergency. You have to
act and act quickly. I think it should be common knowledge. I think
there should be some kind of booklet that comes round with the class
or with the year. I know that you are typecasting people that way...
but I think that it mekes for better teaching when you can perhaps

isolate the trouble makers..... You see the knowledge is there but
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it is only available to a select few. It seems to be. I suppose
that you could find out about these things but it is not something
you do,

Have you ever been threatened...or has vour authority ever been
threatened?

Yes. With these fights. But fortunately they happened early on.
You see I have quite a lot to do with the fifth year. I have
guite a lot of double periods with them and T run fifth year
football teams and I am beginning to get the 'mother' of them
a bit.....though therc still arc seme...ocome whe you have to ke

very very careful with.

Are you getting better at working with them?

I would say 100% better than at first. I tended to just stand
and shout at them....to move them....whereas I tend to treat

them in a different way....tending to coax them morec.c..

Yes.0..1 wasn't sure at first...but I am hooked now definitely.

What changes would you make in the school if you were in charge?

Would yvou mzke any?

What do you mean? In the school generally or...?

At two levels. In the P.E., would yvou like to see g different emphasis
anywhere?

I think there should be more communication between Ian...that's the
head of department, and other members of staff. In as much as sometimes
we can see which would he a better way of doing it and we seem to be a
little bit reserved in what we say rather than go in and say. Yes I

would like to see more transfer. But the same applies in the whole of
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the school staff. All the departments., There should be regular

vear meetings where people can discuss. But with a staff I think
it's 70.0.0..year meetings where you get any constructive and

good discussion going tend to be few and far bvetween...therc are so
many people talking from their own point of view that they tend to

go off at a tangent.

Do _you feel that you personally have been cast as o P.E. type?

And expected not to be able to communicate,

Partly yes. By the other members of steff, You are expected to
organise things like parties...just general gsmes sort o’ thing,
They don't think you have anything to offer outside P.¥. I am
not quite so bad really because of my art involvement. Someone
like J, or R. who are just P.E, I think it's very true. You
see we have no reason to speak to any other members of staff.

Other than apart from borrowing.

It seemed to me from nmy discussion with Tan that there is s great
emphasis on fitness,..does this go throughout the school?

It tends to start in the third years....third and fourth year
especially fourth years we do a full two terms physical training ....
circuit training...with physical fitness as the 2im. We tend to

give them something to aim at rather than just do cross-country
because it is good far you (referring to the personal graphs and
records kept on each boy). Each boy can see his own times and
progress etc. He can watch the zraph go up or go down. It alweys

goes up.

Would you introduce that system into another school if you moved?

Yes definitely

The time given to recording is not wasted?

No. It might seem wasted in physical activity time...but it gives them

something to aim at whilst they are doing these things. And it changes
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what used to be mundane sort of,....they dislike things. It might
still not make them liked but at least it gives them something to
aim at, "There is nothing I personally hated more than cross country

rUNNing.. o

Where have your greatest pleasures come from in the last 12 months?

Second and third year, Especially second year. Yes, second and third
and perhaps one group of the fourth yesr...zlthough I don't have much
to do with fourth year....

And you get them back again in the fifth year?

Yes.

What is vour estimate of the facilities available 1o school leavers
in Hucklebrough?

The facilities in Hucklebrough are excellent. Every single secondary
school has a swimming pool and a sportshall as well as a gymnasium. (not true
Which to my mind is tremendous. Because all the T.P. schools I was on,
we didn't have a sportshall...When I was at school, which isn't so long
ago, none of the schools I knew had sportshalls. And especially swimming
baths...swimming bgths were marvellous things. And I think the pupils
are spoilt far choice. It's too rich, in that they expect...we have
about ten bows over there and there might be only five that are
usable...and because some of the pupils may have to share they get
rather resentful and restless. You know. But it's become...in this
school anyway, and I think it has happened in a lot of schools....

It's no longer a privelige to play for the school...or to do anything
for the school. It's generally accepted that you turn out for the
school...and it's being generally accepted that they turn out for

the school's good., They are doing a favour for the school. You see,

This is something that we have to try and...hoping to try and change,

We try in as much that any lad who is not at the meetings and doesn't
want to play...force them to play and then if need be we say to thenm
once they want to become players you can then say, "right you are not

playing any more......you didn't want to play earlier on that's it..."
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.. owhen they want to play. In that the school makes the decision for

them rather than they make the decision for the school.

That would upset g lot of people

If you got some...some of them don't come to meetings, they don't want
to play and if you say "Ch well we don't really need you" that woulad
be it. They wouldn't think any more about it. Whereas if you force
them to play and they get enjoyument out of playing, which they
eventually do once they actually out there...l think that's the

best way to look at it.

I do thank yvou for vour help

Oh I have enjoyed it. But I must point out that I am not an

out and out P.E. man. This school is much much too bigeseoss

End of Recording

No follow-up comments




It didn't prepare me for the discipline problems thet I have met,
But I didn't expect it to. Some people in college thought that it
should. But how on earth can you say "Now this is how you are going
to react in this situation".......Because the situation might not
occeur. And the ones that do you can't pre-determine. And so I've
had to work out my own discipline problems. It's a challenge knowing

how far you can go, how far you can threaten.

Have you yourself been threatened yet?

Yes. First week I was here (chuckle).

And were you frightened?

It was a mixture of feelings. It wasn't fright or fear for the
physical. It was me., My status. And what am I going to say to
these girls once I have sorted this cheeky one out and what are
they going to be like to me next Friday at 2 o'clock?.....if I
don't sort this one out now. And your first week in your school...
thank goodness it was Friday and not Tuesday morning..... and 1
wasn't sure how far I could take it. So I put on a voice of
authority and said I wasn't going to be bothered with her. And

I 4idn't see why I should...and that I had several other girls

in the class that I intended teaching and so that she, as far as

I am concerned could stand there and wait....and then I will let
someone else deal with her afterwards. Which I found out from other
people that that is just what I should have done. So the head of
the year, he dealt with her. She was one of the people he was after
continually. She has since been suspended....all term really. But
at the time I thought, "Oh God....what are the rest of the girls
going to think?......that's 2ll I could think of. And I thought

I had lost because I couldn't deal with it then and there at that

particular moment. But since the response and the reaction I've
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got from the rest of the girls now is superb,

That wes guite an indpgiien  wasn't it?

And those girls in that class are now fantastic

These were fifth year girls?

Yes. They are often in here (Youth Centre)....In some respects
it is the best lesson of the week. There's only a very small

number . But the relationship I've got now is fantastic.

Are you tired?

I get shattered....really shattered because I've been doing a lot

of after school and a lot of week ends and I play hockey myself and
I plgy badminton as well and I've started off & basketball club as
well and do the gymnastics. And I do all the hockey. So I'm pretty
busy. So at times it catches up on me.....Like this week all matches
were cancelled. I've been really busy. A4nd in the middle of the term
I had a couple of weeks when I just couldn't give a dam, And if I'd
had anyone in then....I don't know what I would have done, because

T didn't give a dam what I was doing. And Just did anything to keep
them occupied, rather than teaching. But when you've got over it

you realise that it was only because you were so tired. I mean in a

few days you are prepared to try anything.

When do you finigh the term?

How many lunch hours do you give to practices and that kind of thing?

I have two free lunch hours. And one of those I have a driving lesson.
(chuckle) Monday evening I have a hockey club, Tuesday I have olympic
gymnastics and I come back to school at 7,00 p,m. for badminton.
Wednesday evening I sometimes have a match....try and arrange the
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town leagues.....Wednesday and Thursday evenings. Friday evening I
do the basketball until about six. And then Thursday‘’s there's
somegtimes a match., And last Friday I had a basketball tournament,
A Hucklebrough town touwrnament. And I got the basketball off the
ground just befare half term cos I couldn't get the use of the
sportshell....it's another thing. You see the facilities look
great. But when you've got 'x' number of kids they are juat
pathetic. And I have to use the sportshall on a Friday night

because no-one else wants to use it so I use it then,

Which part are you enjoying most? Which part of the week do

look forward to most? As far as the teaching is concerned?

There is none that I don't look forwerd to....I am enjoying it all,
I never wake up in a morning and think.,.,"0h I don't want to come in",
There's one lesson I think Ugh! Again...but I don't dislike it. It's
a chellenge....It's a third year. It's the group I've just had now.
We have about five of the bottom of the third year streams on a
Thursdey afternoons......And we are still disciplining them, the
three of us. We get them altogether...and (interruption) we haven't
taught them yet. Not a thing. We are still getting them into kit.
Thig morning I was absolutely surprised because they walked in...a
few of them said "Look Miss all kit, what do you think of it!...
even elagtic bands." I said, "Well I just can't get over it.cc..l
think it's wonderful'%......And some of them had white tops...not

just a change...but white tops...and I didn't hand out as many
slippers or skirts or anything that I usually do tc them. But these
are the first year of the comprehensive intake. Apparently in their
first year the school wes so busy with the reorganisation that
discipline went under the carpet for a while and it shows,

Are you glad you came here?

Yes..ool like the school., It°s fantastic if Sherburn Road was on the
site. The split site is the biggest drag. It's...oh I can't....it's
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worse than useless. Because there are two schools here. It isn't one
combined school. There are two schools. There’s Sherburn Road, This
is the 'big one's school. And it's exciting for the little ones to
come up here....because they don't regard it as their school. They
come up here for P.E. And they have to walk all the way through
and they go in the pool and they go in and we get them out and
changed and walk them all the way back in a single period. There

is & main road down at the bottom. So they have to be seen across
the bottom. So you have to walk down to the lower school, collect
the children, walk them up here, get them into the pool (sportshall)
and take them back,

You must spend more time chaperoning than teaching them?

You do...in one single period. My timetable is not too bad because

I'm either down there and I just bring the children up or I have a

free period after most of the lessons...and so I don't have to rush
back for another lesson...l only have to do that once....and it's

sixth form games so I'm not really teaching. It's more supervision.

So I don't rush back....I don't put myself out for that one. And

even the third years we are supposed to take them back. And you see

I have some third yeers up here for basketball...in the sportshall...
they don't normally come up here until the fourth year...but they've had

to come up.

Is there any other school that you would have preferred to go to?

ahem.....1 thought before I came here I would have liked to go to
Fleetwith. But I am not sure now. They look as though they are making
Comprehensive work....I don't know what their comprehensive philosophy
is. But when you look at them all their kids are in uniform and it
looksS....you know...it's basically like the old Gargrave school., One
big site. And it's a purpose built school. They have the facilities
there and....But some of the kids here are fantastic characters. You
know I am bawling my head off at them but I have to turn and have a
chuckle.,.They are great kids. And the fifth year who I had a problem
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with when I first came....They call the fifth year Rosla's here
because they don't do anything really here...and they were a big
challenge. But now....

Are they labelled Rosla?

They are amongst the staff. I don't know whether....they're none
examingtion group here....the staff who take them do their best

with them. But I don't know what incentive they have. Some of

them do C.S.E. Some do G.C.E. who are at the topcco..

How do these 'Rosla' pupils react to P.E?

They didn't bring their kit at first....They borrowed a lot and
they wanted to do it in their trousers and they'd not want take
their skirts off and they'd refuse to conform....But recently
they've been really great. We get a group on a Friday....they
are up here a lot more than any other girls....and now those
girls are fantastic. They usually get changed into something or
we hand something out and they will work solidly...if we play
basketball. Last Thursday we pleyed and Elaine and I joined in and
we flogged for the whole hour and a half. We were shattered.
Absolutely. And I mean they work. If they are doing thet....then
that's 0.K. with me. That's fine. And a lot of them come to my
club now. Most of them are that set of girls...most of my team.

Ig it difficult to get teams?

Chuckle.....I wouldn't believe it. The amount of kids they've got
in this school....and to get eleven kids out to play hockey on a
Saturday is really grim...So difficult....And your organisation.
You see I am learning by my mistakes...ecach week. As I was saying
the other day handing out kit and getting back and meking sure that
you get all of it back ready to hand out to the next game.....and
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getting it clean and if it isn't clean getting it washed...It's
ridiculous there's no other word for it. If we can get the kids
into white tops by the end of this academic year....I'll scrap my
kit next year and I shall tell them just to come in their P.E. kit,
so long as they have a white top and some kind of navy blue skirt
or something. Because this kit business in a split site like this
I just can't make it work, If I had a car and I threw the lot in
and take it to wherever we are going and hand it out and collect it
in se000. And then when you've got hockey sticks...Netball is easy...
You have seven girls to worry about at the most fourteen and Mrs.
Beaver and Elaine just plonk the things in the car and take one
ball and they are away. But with me, not having a car yet....and
22 hockey sticks to hand out and....I tell you if they put someone
on g split site I think the education authority should provide
P.e.t. with a car. It is ridiculous expexting them to cope. I have
never seen an adviser yet.....l would like to see one teach for a

week in one of these schools.

You haven't seen an adviser in your first term,,.have you spoken to
the head in the first term?

Just socially....."How are you getting on". Not.....He hasn't had

me in to speak,

Is he interested?

To tell you the truth I don't think he's interested in anything
below...his own ex-Grammar and High School,..this is the impression
I get. The impression I get is that they would still like it to
remain as it was...and they just can't see that it's changing.

I mean I don't agree with it whole heartedly....l can see so many
faults, but we are in here we've got to teach,...The kids have

got to be taught. They are going to be the future whatevers.

So we've got to try and make it work, even if we don't agree with

it in principle.
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Do you feel that your work is recognised?

Noooool just don't think,o...l often have digs in about this.

Digs in where?

To the hierarchy. Well the head., He'll sit there and he will
talk about his rugby and talk about a wonderful game the boys
had on Saturdeyo....And I had just got to say it...Well if you'd
managed to move yourself ebout 100 yards you would have seen a
super hockey match as well againgt such and such an opposition
with two short and we still managed to win or draw or whatevero;°

But they don't get any support or recognition....

Is the P.E, Department in two? Do the women work together and the

men separately? I've got this impression.

It's very brittle at the moment,

Tell me gbout it.

Well Robert was head of the men., HHe was head of the boys last

year when Mrs. Quayle was head of the girls. And Mr. James was
mostly maths and English...e just did a little bit of P,E. And
then when Mrs, Quayle was leaving, Robert and Mrs. Beaver applied
for the job with others. And as the story goes Mr. James was asked
to apply for the job...and he got it in preference to Robert. And
even to me just coming in in September I think Robert is a

fantastic person. And he can get the lads like that. He can organise
things. He is the type of person who looks like a head of department.
The boys respect him. And he.....And the reaction and atmosphere is
poison. And the thing is that its between football and rugby as
well.

Is this why Mr., James got the job....because of the rugby?

This is it, yes. Straight up the road. The Head wants the rugby
rugby carrying on....Mr.James does the rugby and Robert does football.
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And this conflict has spilled on to you as a newcomer?

Yes. Because it has been said in some of the assemblies the

Head has said "Nobody will play football again, unless we have

a rugby team for such and such".....Well who has the right to

say that? Those boys should be given the choice. And if there is
a rugby match on and the boys want to play football as well, they
may as well go out of the door because they pley rugby whether
they want it or not. And there is this conflict right throughout
the school with the men who take football teams. The boys must
play rugby first...football is a second class citizens game.

And rugby countscc...

Is the head anything to do with the local rugby clubs?

He is in with some of them....I don't know whether it is Wanderers
or one of the others....But he's only going to have rugby that's
all there is to it. He's.....He's very single minded.

Is Mr, James aware of the split?

Oh he must be.

So that he knows that he is working in a climate of hostility?

The thing is....he’s just not a head of department. As far as I
am concerned. He is not the sort of person I could go up to and
ask advice....If I want to ask anything and I can't ask Heather,

I always go straight to Robert. He isn't interested. None of us...
but none of us have any comfidence in Mr. James...and it's not
something....Robert, you can see, is very hurt. I mean I....when
I came I thought I didn't want to be involved. I didn't want to
be one sided. But he just isn't the sort of person that you can go

and say "Look can you do this or can you help...."?

Am I right in thinking that the school community is not a recognisable
community? Nobody feels as though they belong?
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Within the school or just the department?
The school

Within the school it hasn't got the type of atmosphere that I
would have hoped in the school..c.s

I recognise that you are happy doing your job....are y

it very much.....but it is somehow isolated from the mainstream of

the community?

Yes., It is very sad. I mean at our first year party and at the

end when it was finished....There was a year head, Mr. Allan and
myself. Others had flitted in, shown their face and gone out. Well
to me even this week people could have pulled their socks up and
seid, "right we are going to get involved..." and let the children
know they are involved, but no.....Four o'clock they are away for

the most part. There's just no community spirit involved in.....

The split site will be part of the problem., But don't you think

that there are means of compensating for this?

To me a headmsster should keep his staff happy. Because if you
have a happy staff...a satisfied staff you will get something out
of them. And little things rub people's backs up more than anything
else, I think as a head he should consider his people first. But
things like this just don't seem to happen. A timetable change will
ocCcUur....and one person will get a different class or double up
somewhere and that is it. There is no "oh well would you mind or
for this shart term" or "I've got no other way of doing it"....you
know, "I am relying omn you" sort of thing... No, It's change...You
deal with it. It's out of my hands now. There are several things
like that which have occurred this term.

It would be very easy for this department to become very isolated
from the rest of the school wouldn't it?

Very easye.
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Do you have any contact with other colleagues other than with
P,E. colleagues?

Well T never go into Main Block....l never go into that school
If I have 'frees' I am usually down at Sherburn Road so I know
quite a lot of people down there and I have my own form. It's
very difficult. So I have to stay there every morning for
registration and if T have a lesson first up here. I mean I
missed a first yesr meeting yesterday.....simply because I
wesn't going down there during the days that the notice has
been up on the board...and T literally didn't see it. It was a
reasonably important meeting....all the first year teachers and
the year head to discuss changes in classes.....children being
demoted or promoted or put in different classes. And I missed it
and so I won't know the background to the changes. You see I don't

teach my form. I have one form period with them.

End of Recording

No followy=up comments,




