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21.11.79 

How do you ~eel about Hucklebrough now? 

Over the space o~ time it's surprising how you have to stick 

somethine out. 

Have you moved out o~ Hucklebrough now? 

Yes. I now live at Hamble~oot. You learn to appreciate it. I 

travel 57 miles a ~. 

That's a long Wa.Y· 

Yes, I do 57 miles a day to come here and preach. It's pretty 

costly at £9.50 a week. Again we had to move out o~ Hucklebrough 

because my husband was moved to Dracton and he had to live within 

a certain distance for travelling. Hucklebrough became too ~ar 

and so they moved us and I was still teaching here and I wasn't 

going to give up my scale 2 post, on principle, so ••••• 

I mean anybody who gets a job at Hamblefoot is going to keep it 

aren't they'? 

I'm not so sure now, but they would have done. Now it's going 

downhill fast. Or it's gone downhill unfortunately. 

I~ a .iob came up there would you move? Sa,y in that area. 

Well I've put in ~or a job. I don't think I would go into Darton. I 

applied far a job in Yarmingham but the sitting tenant got it. I 

applied far a job last week in Laithes and 59 others had put in 

far it. My chances are nilo 

So you are applying'? 

I am app~ing but I think I would be a bit careful where I went in 

so much as if you can afford to be careful• But there's no way 

I want to work as hard as I have worked here. 
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Tell me a bit about that. The amount of wat"k you've done and how 

you value it and how you think it has been valued. 

Put it this way, it's easy to say you've worked hard isn't it because 

you've got yourself on a soap box and you think you are fantastic. I 

took over from a woman who had been Head of Department who you met~ 

Mrs. Q~le, who had been at the High School and is a very fine 

teacher, but she had never met children like we were faced with. 

Neither had I. But alright she got married and she wanted out fast 

because she could see that there was just so maqy problems, she just 

couldn't face them. She did the right thing in getting out. But we 

had a year when she was in control and really very little was doneo 

The problem children even in the middle of the years, third years, 

you see we had two years of them and they had a year of hunkeydorey .. 

Was it 1972 when this school went comprehensive? 

Yes, and I moved in then you see. It was awful and I hadn't known 

anyone. I was new to the town. I didn't know an.y teachers at all 

so obviously I took a back step anyhow. There was a woman who was 

Head of Department and there was a man who was Head of the Boys and 

when she moved out and I was offered the post of Head of Girls and 

I took it, I grew up over-ni€Pt, not that I was an infant really, but 

I decided once I got a crack of this whip I was going to crack it 

and they were going to do exactly as I said. And I am not ashamed 

to say it but in the first year I did punish girls severely, in some 

cases it was either them or me. But they were going to get changed 

for my lesson and they were going to partake in the lesson and I 

was quite prepared to adapt as many lessons as possible to meet what 

they thought were their requirements, which they have got a bigger 

choice of say today than what ever they had which isn't a bad thing 

aqyhow .. 

What sort of punishment was open to you then? 

Well legally I 1 m not really sure. Legally, I doubt if acy was if I 

had to be honest, but I used a gym shoe and I used to bend them down. o. o .... 

Did that ever run you into trouble? 



I had a parent once attacked me with a razor blade in a 

room and fortunately somebody carne in and rescued me o The 

Headmaster knew that I had walloped a certain child and I 

think quite honestly he was damned glad I had walloped her 

because they were frightened of walloping her the year heads 

were frightened of walloping her and the child was ruling the 

roost. And it was only a wallop with a gym shoe and it never 

got any further, I think he would have backed me if it had 

gone very far, but it never did. I know you are taking the 

law into your own hands but nevertheless when I say something's 

got to be done, no child of 15 is going to tell me to F. Off', to 

P .Off. I had a police case on my hands one day, I was nearly 

up in court, for a child who alleged that I smashed her arm. 

The first year was a blood battle and I took all the bad kids 

and I gave ~ other two staff, what I considered were the easy 

kids because I thought, "if I'm doing it and I'm being paid scale 

2, if I can't do it there's no wa;y I can expect them to do it," 

plus the fact that they were both newish to teaching a~"\vay, so 

I think that you've got to fight your own battles with their help. 

But I don't think you can push it on to them and sit back and sa;y 

"well she's not doing it." I think that's the wrong way o I was 

leading them from the front and I was quite prepared to be axed, 

if I had to go I had to go but something had to be done very 

quickly you see because it was totally out of' hand really but 

the majority of' the children throughout the school, other than 

the high school children, I've never seen aqything like it in my 

life.~~ it was a madhouse. And it didn't take long actually, once 

you've sorted the big bullies out, it doesn't take long far ward 

of mouth to get round that she means business and respect was brought 

in and I would say within 2 years, and some of' that wasn't bad, the 

children knew exact~ where they stood. 

And you have re=built the tradition? 

That' s right. We had teams turning out any how and no one let us 

downo Nobody didn1 t turn up for teams, they all turned out at 
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practices, we got things established the best wa:y we could, We 

hadn't any money. We had sponsared swims to get the ldds kitted 

out decently so they looked like they belonged somewhere etc. etc .. 

and all in all things were moderately ticking over o I did think 

really, that nobody in school high up bothered what the girls did. 

I think this is a very true statement because I know the head is 

obsessed by rugby and by boys in particular and as long as the 

girls were out of sight and they weren't running a riot, quite honestly 

I could have been teaching chinese or communism and he wouldn't have 

bothered. There again because of ntY nature I thought, "well to hell 

I will show him that the girls are doing something,ct and then we 

began to win. But winning isn't ~verything mind, I know, still if· I 

play a game I play it to win and the kids must but if we didn't win 

it didn't matter I didn't bray the children but we went out to win 

and. because we went out to win and we built up traditions and we 

established practices we'd raise standards in teaching lessons, in 

skills and so on one must lead to the other eventually I think. 

If you do your basics at that end you've got to produce something 

at this end and somewhere it's going to show some light of ~. 

You get good years and bad years but someone is going to do quite 

well. O.K. we did quite well and I made sure he jolly well knew. 

Which sports did you pla,y? 

Netball, Hockey, Swimming, we had a complete years team and Athletics 

we had a complete years team and those were our four main thingso 

And we certainly held our own in Netball and Athletics. We still 

basically do, definitely in Netball; in Athletics we are losing 

out a bit now, our intake is very very poor, it's getting worse as 

the years go by and I think above all else you need, in lots of 

things, both brain and braun. To go past a certain stage they've got 

to have brain and this is what I've found now in the last year we've 

c orne up against a lot with 2. lot of our teams, they hold their own 

in the town, you take them out of the town to play another skilled 

team from a better intake school and you can tell what 1 s wrong with 

them, because they can't think from here .. 
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Ref'lectinp; back to make a quick sununary. You took over here about 

5 years ago but looking back on that 5 years you must take some 

heart and satisfaction that you have taken a really ailing girls' 

department and lifted it one hell of a lot. So you must reel f'airly 

satisfied or very satisfied. 

Yes I think I Cl.o. I'm just disappointed I've had problems with 

staff. Which hasn't made it easy to do at all and that's made 

the job twice as hard. I have got problems now and it's getting 

worse. 

I could see this a long time ago but this is part of the reality 

of the job and that's a big problem I would think. 

It is an awful problem because it reflects on the children as 

well you see, they get involved in it. Really I'm getting to the 

point now when I've almost had enough. (1) 

I was interested in the problem that you must be having because 

there is a sense in which I could anticipate having seen the 

particular women that you've got working with you. 

I'm very glad you said that. You are being honest, I'll continue 

to be honest. 

But I can be so wrong at college, you can summarise people. 

There is a sense in which one is prejudiced at college and you 

see personalities who you don't necessarily like but who will 

make damned good teachers, a1most like this headmaster, because 

they've got oodles of personality. You know, that students go 

through your hands and you sa.y. "She's going to be good" and you 

can be so wrong. 

Well you know I had Sue Bond. Now in actual fact I think she needed 

psycho. treatment, there was something nutty wrong with her. Taking 
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apart ~rom her sex strivings. As a teacher she could have been 

A .1. She had panache, style and 11 it 11 and she had "it". But o~ 

course there was another side to her and o~ course she had to 

leave because o~ the incidents and so on and so ~orth. Now when 

she left she was replaced eventually by a very pleasant young 

la~ from down South. She had just got married, she married a 

man who •••• she was his second wife, which is irrelevant really, 

well it is and it ian 't, she was trained at Dartford and I thought 

she would be superb for movement and hockey, she was good at 

hockey and I wanted a hockey woman. Val was very good as a 

teacher in a high school but she was lost with the majority of 

our children here beca.nse she could not joke vrith them up to a 

certain point, you've got to have a breaking down somewhere and 

you've got to know just when they must draw the line, and they 

must also know that but there was no w~ she could even meet them 

up a brick wall, she couldn't, and the poor child she suffered 

dreadfully because o~ this. 

Did she come straight ~rom College? 

No she taught ~or a year, been abroad ~or a year, came back, met 

this man and within 6 weeks I am sorry to say, she married him. 

And he came up here as an organiser ~or the youth set-up. And it 

was quite obvious that within 6 months there was something w.rong 

with Val. And of course he was o~~ on the ••••• again, cut cards as 

he had done be~ore, the poor girl found out she was pregnant. How 

this poor girl st~ed at school •••• in ~act on more days than one 

I used to send her home and she was such a home-loving sincere 

gir 1 and he was a swine to her you see. She just couldn't take 

it. Fortunately things happened and she had a. miscarriage and lost 

the baby which was de~ormed anyw~ and after this when she came out 

of hospital he left her~ and went off to live with this other womano 

Eventually, the Headmaster, he was very humane, and I said to himll 

"There's now~ this girl can carry on teaching." She just couldn't. 

So he relinquished her half way through a term and she went home 

South to her parents and never returnedo 
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Since then she has got a Scale 2 post, she has picked up but 

that girl mare or less had a nervous breakdown so we've all that 

as well J1\Y goodness. So I said to him, 11I 1 m going to be very 

careful with the next lot of interviews, I'm going to find someone 

that's married and someone that's like mei' I said I might not find 

one but I want somebody I can relate to instantly and Ann Hume I 

met prior to the interview at a Netball Rally and she said she had 

put in for our job and I thought, ''Hume, I like this girl, I like 

the look of her, she's sound, sensible and intelligent and married 

to a farmer not far away, feet on the floor. n The rest of the 

interviewees quite honestly were an apalling load of rubbish, I 

was horrif' ed. Th:i s is a year and a half' ago . This girl has been 

with me a year and a half. Oh they'd got no idea what a school 

was like, which I can understand that from their point of view 

if they'd not been let loose in one or educated about the, I think 

they seem to me to have been kept very much closed shop, it is a.ll 

nice and you all do this and we all do that and there's no way you 

do. And someone's got to go out and tell these kids what it's really 

like. I took them, all four round and I was very open to them and I 

told them exactly what was in front of them and two backed out before 

the interview. All right, I had put them off but at lee.st I did them 

a service. If they thought they couldn't take it there was no point 

in going to the interview. And the other one interviewed dreadfully 

but she was l'iet acyhow. Really there was only Ann or if I hadn't liked 

her I would have started again. I got Ann in, she's good on hockey, 

we think the same, she's A.l. She's going to leave here eventual~ 

for a Scale 2 post, there's no two ways about it I can't keep her. 

Her and I get on fine but we've got problems with Elaine. And I 

need help about her. (Cut tape off - Confidential) (2) 

I can see that is a number 1 problem by a mile. Let's talk about some 

of the nice things. Looking back over the P.E. time that you've had. 

there must have been high points, what are the things that have given 

you satisfaction. What gets you hooked? 

The teaching situation, well the best thing of all was in days gone 

by and that makes you sound ancient, when you had classes for gym and 
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you could see progression from one year to another, well that 

doesn't happen now, they just don't get another gym lesson after 

the first year. So you almost feel, why bother. Now you could 

quite easily say, "why bother" and I thi:nk that when you start 

to say "why bother?" and you don't bother, you're lost. 

That's very much on my mind. 

You're lost. And you've got to be your own preacher, your own 

mentnor and really it's jolly hard and I don't think really it's 

right and you've got to say to yourself every day, "what have I done 

·today" and really, todey wha:l; have I done and any day what have I 

done and really some days it is di:f:ficult to put it down on paper. 

Apart f'rom the :fact that I have made the children get changed I 

have maintained discipline and they have done one thing that I 

have asked them to do, and that is not a lot. But i:f you've do!'!e 

that today with half the classes we get it isn't progression and it 

isn't really teac.hing, it's basically child-mindin..g, This is what 

we are down to now. A lot of it is child-minding and you get to a 

stage and you say, "Well I've got to do something with this." 

Like the last class I had, there was 37 o:f them, middle C.S.E. 

a load of rubbish half of them. It 1 s no good doing a movement class 

with them in the sports hall with half the boys in because you're 

lost for a start •. You just can't start because the problems are 

there alrea~. You see you've got to introduce games with balls, 

you've got to introduce ball work, throwing, catching, bou1~ing~ 

you've got to think o:f little games to play with them and you've 

got to go on and on and you've got that for a year. And it's very 

hard. In days gone by those problems weren't there, because you 

weren't numerically so large» even in the largest of the schools, 

they weren't as large as these were. So you all had your fair share 

of the gym and in thos e days you didn' t have sports halls and I 

rather think they have been the downfall of our P.E. system today. 

We have a sports hall and. a gym. We did have another gym here but 

when we went comprehensive they turned it into a classroom, a 

science room •. Now that was disastrous because we could just do with 
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that now and we could have had lessons for gym work carrying 

on for 3 yea:rs whereas now they are coming up here, the second 

year$ half' a sports hall each. 

You have two teachers operating with two classes in the sports 

halle 

Precisely, yes. 

And unless you are doing the same sort of' thing then it's ruinous, 

If they were both doing gym it's tolerable but ••••• If you are both 

doing r3.m that's O.K. But if one's wantinp; to play games and the 

other one's doing gym it's distressing. 

And we've o~ got two boxes and 6 benches up here and we have got 

no mats. 

It seems to me there is a genuine shortage of eguipment. 

Well there is. I think the people gave them these glorified nissen 

huts a large space and they thought, "right, throw 155 children in," 

~Headmaster thinks this -'~o teachers, what more space do you 

want. What do you want, it's there for you.," So all the walls are 

bare, you've got nets to divide it up and alright you've got a bit 

of badminton stuff if you want to do it but I mean you couldn't 

occupy all of them and anyway with Badminton I think you can start 

too young unless you are in a very small nucleus$ and that to me 

isn't P.E. teaching aeyway reaJ..;Ly. I don't think so,. I like doing 

movement to music a lot and when you can build up a theme and carry 

it on and then you know, go over it all againll you can actually see 

that ••••• yes that is a result of some of ~reasonable teaching, 

because what you are looking at is a result of your work and it can 

beoooobut they've done something. That to me is your answer. \Vhat 

you0 ve put across to them and you can see results from it. 

You are on1y getting that sort of lesson once a week aren't you? 
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Yes. I don't have a gym lesson at all this year. 

Vfuen you are getting gym or dance or movement pe~iod twice a week 

then there was s orne continuity. 

There was continuity~ you could see it linking up. Once a week 

there's nothing and once a week for only half' a term because the 

other lesson is a swimming lesson and at the end of that year 

that is gone, far gotten. 

Now that's largely a timetable problem isnut it? 

It's timetable plus facilities. 

So although the facilities appear to be good.e••••• 

They are not adequate, it's just a farce, an absolute farce. Ber rata 

per number we've got the same amount of' area space for teaching in 

that the smallest comprehensive schools have got in the town, like 

G-argrave. You see our lessons aren't one hour lessonsJl they are 

40 or 45 minutes and they have got to commute from here up and 

commute back for the next lesson. So you are down to 20 minutes 

at the most. 

So there is a split site problem, the facilities are on the short 

side and the timetable doesn't help at all. So it's realb¥ a matter 

of survivaL 

That's right. No. It is a matter of survival and it isn't surprising 

that some of them get disgruntled and disillusioned but on the other 

hand you"ve got to push yourself and you've got to say, "well I'm 

here and whilst I am here I am going to make it damn well work." 

You mustn't let the system beat you. 

Is there anybodY in the P.E. Department that is really getting a lot 

out crf teaching? That's rea]J.y en,joying the teaching? 
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Ann did at the beginning. I mean I do basically. Ann did at the 

beginning but I think that of late, what with the situation within 

the department aeyway, it hasn't helped her g she is a bit sick about 

it and she's been here now almost two years and she's saying, "oh well 

it's going to be the same next year and the year after'' and she says to 

me sometimes, she doesn't know how I've stuck it out. But she is not 

the giving in type. I think that when I sit down and talk to her I 

say, "well you have got to rise over this situation, they are children 

here, they have got to do this or learn to do that go back to basics 

etc." She applies herself very well but she 1 s got me to talk to about 

it. 

She uses you as a •••••••• 

That's right. And fair enough she encourages me. I've had a lot from 

her as young as she is. This is what you need you see and you really 

all need to be pushing the boat the same way. 

If you had two of her then it would be great. 

Oh it would be fantastic. We have never had t'b.ree women going the 

same way. Never. To look at, when I watch the lessons, or to talk 

to I don't kn~v what my Head of Department gets out of it, I mean 

Clive, he's a grana chap to talk to, he's quite interesting to 

talk to at times but I never feel that he's enjoying itg that he's 

quite happy doing what he's doing and I think this reflects •••• in him. 

I've met James but I haven't spoken to him. 

Oh he's still too, he's still wet behind the ears to put it bluntly. 

He's just started. He thinks it's all huge, enormous and grotesque 

but really I can't sort of sa:y about himo I don't think that Robert 

gets a lot of pleasure out of it. Because virtually you see anyway, 

one has to be critical, does his indoor football down at the gym, 

and in the sports hall and the odd basketball and that is his teaching. 

Seven lessons a ~o 
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This is no longer what the profession is about and it's not 

doing us an,y good as a profession but you're trapped, and this 

is what I'm wanting to try a.pdyut into words when I go away and 

sort of saY that a lot of' very very good active inspirational 

teachers, guite honestlY, are not able to get on with the job and 

somebody has got to say wpy they are not able to. It seems to me 

that another problem that I'm m~et~ is_ thai the P.E. teachers 

are de sperate1y wanting to hang on to P .E. They say. "Oh we believe 

that kid.s should do it in the 5th and 6th form yet those that they 

ip. ;the 5th and 6th form, it's .Just a struggle to get the kids there. 

There 1 s a truancy problem. There is a changing problem. So that those 

who do turn up don't get the satisfaction of' some good teachiPE 

because the teacher is tied up f'm' minimally a third of the lesson 

with the sick, lame and lazY% 

I must admit Otn" fifth years aren't that bad now because they know 

from the younger end that they've got to get changed, they've got to 

put a slip in if they didn 9 t and if they don 1 t come they don 1 t come 

and some of' them I'm almost glad ..... I'm not sorry. When they come, 

other than being off ill seriously, they do get changed but we do 

keep kit to give out. 

If' I say to you right give a very good curriculum programme f'or the 

first three years, so there was the continuity that you've j!!St talked 

about, that you've experienced in previous posts and then you made it 

voluntary either in the fourth or the fifth year. S,o you relied then on 

1vinn.ing, giving a foundation to the third years and saying please 

yourself in the fourth and fifth year, if you are going to go for 

examinations go for them but we will run certain, not too rich, I 

think the progranune's been a bit too rich in the past, we've offered 

so maw things we've done nothing. But if you said, "right you can come 

on certain evenings or certain lunch hotn"s for voluntary activities 

you'd be welcome." I am quite sure that we are doing nobody any good 

by the battles that are going on but you might want to convince me. 

I don't know. 

I think that's true, but you see also you've got options in your class 

time$ this is the idea I think in a lot of cases and when I first came 
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here with Mrs. Quayle as Head or Department we had options for 

fourth and filth years. They could c orne and they could partake~ 

depending on the amount of area you had available; volleyball, 

basketball, badminton and table tennis and you'd share it with 

the boys or you'd play with the boys in s orne instances. Now at 

the beginning it worked quite well, I think about after two years, 

there again the type of child you were getting more of was the 

type I would say that wasn't reliable, responsive, too interested. 

It was somewhere to muck about, see what we can wreck. Now last 

year I decided that in the girls side options would stop. And we 

don't have aey. Trampolines are on 6th form games now which only 

happens for two lessons on a Wednesday afternoon 9 and if they want 

to have a trampoline out I let them and they play badminton and 

they play 12 a side rootball or whatever and they'll play table 

tennis when they are mended, the tables, that is the only lesson 

when a girl uses a trampoline now. I found that queueing was 

going on, they were wasting time and I also found you see that 

staff were getting lazier. Ir you've got a~ak member of staff 

they will go ror the options, to get all the toys out and just 

watch the babies play and I wasn't having this. So I stopped ito 

I've seen so much of options at different schools that I'm sick 

to death of them guite honestJ,y. And they sa.v. "Oh we get the 

trampoline out, the badminton eguipment and the table tennis" .. 

And there's something else going on and there is no wa,y that one 

teacher, if you've got a trampoline out you've got to stgy there. 

so you're not going to do any worthwhile badminton coachinp; or 

table tennis coaching or volleyball coaching. 

Yes, you are just casting one half eye across. I think actually 

this options situation has been the downfall of the modern P.E. 

I'm quite positive of it. It's given people a leeway not to go 

on courses to push themselves up for this, that, or the other 

which they either didn't know about or were lacking in. It's an 

easy way out to do absolutely damn all. It's an easy way out not 

to push the kids an;y fm-ther or whatever, it's ruinous. Vle stopped 



it and I said, "right, this is a group here that you'll be having 

for the full year," and I don't tell them exactly what to do but 

I say, "I want this, this or this being done." I even now, I'm 

getting so nasty, go round and see it is being done. 

I think that's a good thing. It's a sad thing, but you're going 

back to your original headmaster, who you said was a right B. but 

at the same time you probably en,joy the teaching as a result of it. 

That's right. Well that's what I've started to do this year and my 

frees I hardly ever have because I go round checking up that it's 

being done, that the children are getti.ng c hane;ed, that no~one' s 

pulling a leg. 

You might kill yourself as a result because there is no wgy that 

you will get that time allocation •• 

Yes I might. But I must admit when we have little meetings, the 

three of us, we have said, and it is quite obvious that the kids 

are a lot better at certain things, I wouldn't like to s~ that 

hockey and netball are priorities in winter, but I think those 

are our national games a~way. The netball and hockey has improved 

enormously because if it was fine at all, even in a single lesson 

from the sports hall, they went outside. And they did hockey 

coaching. That standard has been maintained, the children, after 

a half a term, realised it was no good nagging and pestering Miss 

to get this, this and this out, it wasn't coming out, so after a 

while they ace epte d it and they shut up and got on with it. I 

do think that this year there has been an overall improvement in 

attitudes and performances even at a very ordinary level because 

they are not getting the options. And I'm going to continue with 

no options as long as I stay here. 

I don't think it matters how narrow your base is. so long as there 

is some improvement and that kids know that they are improving. 
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Yes exactly, and I think you've got to keep this base quite narrow 

today because the children are away from you so much quicker today 

and. with a split site and so on, as I said, it is difficult. I mean 

20 minutes, what can you give anybody? What can you give? You've 

got to be hellish talented.. I mean the children aren't all talented.. 

They aren't at this school so you've just got to decide, I 1 m going 

to do one thing and if necessary, like I told you at the beginning, 

they do it far 5 weeks if they haven't got it the first time until 

they have got it and then you can sa:y, "right, we'll move on to the 

next step. 11 

Like you, I reflect on a day and. say,. 11 My God I've done damn _all 

today, and it happens in mY job with students. I go home and I 

worry about this • As a teacher you look back over 5 years or 3 
years and you say. "What the hell have I done over 3 years and I 'm 

at this stage now, looking and saying, these kids have been doing 

P.E. in the primary schools, in the secondary schools, for 11 years 

they've been doing P.E. What have we achieved? 

We have achieved less in the last ten years than ever, ever before. 

I'm sure. 

I can't help feeling you see that somewhere we are doing a negative 

job. We are making a lot of kids, who might otherwise be well disposed, 

to do something,hostile. 

I think the children we get from the junior schools have done a 

lot of work in P.E. because you see they've got small numbers, 

really, a lot of them and they do modern movement, a lot of it, 

in lots of schools, and when we get these children coming in in the 

first year they are responsive, they are with you, they are in touch, 

they understand it, and within a term it's all gone. I think they 

must feel, if you could talk to them, I'm sure, they must feel very 

disillusioned for their P.E. as it is now to what it was when they 

were in their last year at the Junior School, in lots of cases. 

This is a very very sad •••• I mean I've always been used to having 
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2 singles and a double games ,~th every class. That way you 

could get somewhere and you could see your results, you can 

see your mistakes. It is difficult to look at children now and 

think, well where have I gone wrong because you probablY didn;t 

have them last. yea.r, somebody else had them ann it's jus+. like a 

mixed up jig saw puzzle. 

Over the years one changes ones views of' teaching and when you're 

going and what you're doing it for. Do you ever go home and say, 

"What the hell am I doing this job for?" 

Ha, about every night. 

What answer do you give yourself? I get the feeling that you're 

hooked. If you stopped teaching for a moment you would be so lost 

you would miss not just having a job but you would miss the teaching 

process. 

I would. I wouldn't like to teach in a classroom. I am a believer in 

P.E . you see for the girls , I'm talking about girls now. And some-

times I f'eel as though I am a lost soul, I must keep on going. I 

mustn't give in you see, and I just enjoy it. I get a hell of a kick 

out of taking, like the nutters I've just had now, and involving a 

little simple game and they get carried away by it and they get 

enthusiastic about it and when a lesson's over they moan. Now this 

could almost bring tears to your eyes now you see, and this almost, 

it just happened before. And it's great and I think right the next 

two lessons can be absolutely awful and I could feel like crying 

because they were horrible and I was b:lrrible to them but tomorrow 

there is another challenge somewhere on that timetable and I'm going 

to find it and it's that that just keeps you going because you think, 

"well I'm not winning overall but I've won something out af 7 lessons 

today'' and so I keep going. I must admit as far as games are concerned 

I'm hooked on netball myself, you see. And what I'm doing on account 
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of netball is nobody' s business. The standard in the school in 

netball is pretty good and we've got 2 teams through to the 

regional finals again and I've got some g]rls play for the county 

and I've got some girls playing fCF the regional under 19 and all 

this so it's quite good. 

So you are quite excited about it? 

This keeps me going. I think if I didn't have the results in ~ 

netball then I don't know what I would be like, I don't think I 

would be the same person. I think I might have got out or something. 

But there again you see, if you can get your results in the netball 

from the type of child I've got here, than I think that somewhere 

along the way we are winning a little. The children are very very 

loyal, well as far as I'm concerned, to me they are very very loyal, 

they never miss practices, they never miss turning up for matches 

and I've never had a child yet who has not turned up for a match. 

That is most unusual. 

Yes. But I think it is super, they never let me down once, it's the 

same with the swimming team, never. So I think well I must be getting 

across to them somehow, I feel I must be selling what I'm selling 

honestly. Because kids are very cute at reading through you and if 

they think you are sending it down the line or you're playing ball 

with 1hem but not with them or you're sugaring up to them for a 

reason or whatever, they will soon leave you alone, they'll soon 

play one on you. I've never ever yet been let down with any g:irl 

in this school and I think that that is the butter on my bread. 

I cannot complain about the loyalty to the kids in this school, 

the girls, and strangely enough, I have boys netball teams as well. 

Today I had a practice at Eden Terrace with the third years and the 

boys came out with the girls twice a week. They have been coming out 

since September, we go outside, we don't go inside and they never miss 

it. It's super. I had a boys under 19 team won the County last year. 

So that is my fill-up, but I do believe in it and really I do enjoy it. 
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I even enjoy the bad times I suppose, really. Because I think 

you would have to, otherwise you just wouldn't stick it out. 

You enjoy sharing yourself' don't you? 

I think this is it, you see, you've got to give ••••••• 

The thing that gives you is that if• a class really enjoys something, 

it's the fun element, you've shared with them so it's the sharipg 

of it but also, even the kids beyond P.E. the notion of loyalty and 

you establish a particular kind of an adult/child relationship which 

I think all kids need. 

That's right, 

They respect you for it and you know that they respect you for it 

and I think that makes you feel good. 

That makes you feel super. 

They say, there is a stable adult that they can relate to, even 

'if they hate it. It's where they couldn't give a damn that hurts. 

I thiruc that's a good word because sometimes they can hate it and 

sometimes they can also hate you. If they hate you they care about 

you. It's this hate thing that thinks I'm getting through to them 

and they bend in the end you see towards you. Yes, that is true. 

Vfuen you worry is when they couldn't give a damn., 

That's right, but people don't look at themselves and. see what they're 

doing wrong for that, do they? They just don't bother. Senior girls 

go down to dey and I'm coaching two of them for their umpires test, and 

they umpire this match so that I can go up and down coaching and this 

is good. I've always had them, there's always been two sometimes three 

each year to come along, th~ are going to go to P.E. College, I know. 
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They are prepared to give up their lunchtimes and a:t'ter school 

and I organise rallies in the County and they'll come to time 

keep and ar ganise and you 1 re there far a day. They don't bother e 

You've got some kids there e:oing to P.E. College. do you encourage them 

ar do you sort of say, _:look, talce care?" 

A bit of both. I sometimes try, they do have quite a few free periods 

in the Upper 6th, for work, and I do make sure they come with me 

probably about 2 or 3 lessons a week to see what I would sa:y is for 

the want of a better expression, a normal class ~s opposed to a one 

that needs hard hannl ing; so that they know there are two 3id.es and 

in no wa:y are they going to be under the illusion it's all going to 

be good because it aint. I point out what it's like if they're bad 

and what life can be like if they are b&d., and they are with me, 

they see me having to sort somebody out and they think, my God chat 

could have been me, and we talk about it after the lesson you knmv, 

would you like to be like that? Would you like to be in that situation? 

Or would you like to be in my shoes to deal with it? They sa:y well it 

wasn't like that when they were younger and I sa:y well it is now. None 

of them have jibbed actually. S.R. who is at your college now, she 

wanted to go to I.M. Marsh but didn't get high enough grades, I think 

she got a B and a C now she is quite a good kid. I had 3 went to I.M. 

~~shin the last three years, V.W. is due to go there or to the 

University next year. I don't say I wouldn't, I would never say that, 

if a girl feels she's got the bent but I quite clear~ open the doors, 

I open their eyes, and if you feel you can go ahead and get on with 

it, then great, we need youe And they haven't jibbed as yet but there 

is onJ.y a small nucleus of them that want to do it. I think actually, 

if things weren't as they are now there would be a lot more who'd want 

to do it. They mix with the children or they see what they're like and 

they think my goodness I wouldn't like that all day, so quite rightly» 

they don't opt for it. But the couple that do, I make sure they know 

what it's like and as I say, as yet, they haven't jibbed oute 

How do you get school out of your system? 



I don't think I ever do • 

.Are you involved in community af'fairs? W.I. or •••• 

Oh God no. I do a bit of horse riding and that gets me away, I've 

got a boy away at school, a boarding school, so every three weeks 

I trot of'f to see him and I'm very bogged_ down at the moment with 

in-laws, who have had strokes and rzy mother-in-law is going peculiar 

and rzy father has had a stroke and rzy mother's going dimented looking after 

him, when I have a~ spare time I trudge off to Lancashire to try and help 

them out and again I think it's hard work for me but you forget about 

schocl fer the week-end. You come back utterly warn out but you think, 

"My God I don't want to get to that age." Then Monday morning comes 

and you're off again and you think, "They'll drive me to that age quite 

soon." A lot of my weekends un:f'ortunately are taken up with umpiring 

netball at County level because I'm an Intermediate Umpire for the 

County and I do a lot of adult umpiring. I sit down at night, I think 

I must be a nutter because I sit down at night about 9 o'clock and I 

get the timetable out and I think, "Now what 1 s tomorrow, who 1 s where?" 

"There's a problem there, there's a problem there," I write notes 

galore to rzyself, I'm like a loo~ with notes, but when I've done it 

I can switch off, ll' I haven't done it every night I'm on all night 

long thinking about something, it is stupid but it seems to work so 

I suppose my children are my let-off. 't.ty younger one is still at 

school in the town with me and he eoes away next year and he's very 

sport minded. 

Is he in Hucklebrough? 

Yes, when we lived in Hucklebrough he went to High Park and I kept 

him there. It's a super little school. He's captain of the football 

this year, he plays chess, he's in the swimming team so I have to go 

and watch him after school and at weekends and that is a diversion. 

And my husband, he is super, but he thinks it's all a load of rubbish. 



By comparison to his jo~~ 

Absolutely. I mean he just can't comprehend what it can be like, 

so I can never let off steam to him he'd .iust. get up and go to 

the toilet with e. newspaper or something. But he lets off steam 

with his music which drives me mad because he never stops playing 

the piano all ~ long and all night long and he plays the organ 

at church and then the boys are musical as well a bit and I can't 

say how it helps me in that situation on the other hand how it 

encourages me to go to Glasgow on a bus to wnpire because he knows 

I think it's great and he sa:ys, "right, you go." And I think he 

realises that if I said no, I'd probably put my :foot dnwn anyway 

He doesn't sey, "I don't want you to go or I wish you wouldn't go." 

He's out every evening playing the organ for two hours because he 

loves it and it helps him to unwind and he has his choir practice 

and he goes to concerts and whatever, I encourage him, we hardly 

ever see each other, it's passing in the dark but life is good that 

way. But I am not a member of any Institute. 

I think there must be a moment when you've got to turn your back on 

~e job to regenerate the batteries. You've got tremendous output. 

I think it's either some weekends I just absolute~ flop and I'm out 

for the week end, and I don't sleep a lot you see, this is another 

thing, and I just sort of go to bed with about 7 books and I'm quite 

happy. But it isn't very often. I went home last weekend you see and 

Friday night, packing up$ I thought, "Oh all that way to drive'' but I 

went and I'm alright when I get there and there's nothing to remind 

you of school whatsoever. 

Well you're involved with coping with senile ••••• 

So I get on with that but it takes you away from that, alright, 

you're tired on Monday morning but I suppose that's the only 

refreshing thing that you get out of it and I do unwind in the 

holideys after about a couple of' d.eys when I've got all my time­

tables done and alterations, I put the books away and forget about 
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it and I go walking a lot in the hills, we haven 1 t got a cluh in 

the village. (3) 

F.nd of Reco-.cding 

Follow-up Comments 

1. Because of restrictions of timetable the discussion was postponed 

at this point. Resumed later the same ~. 

2. Tape stopped. Discussion continued. Because of its sensitive 

nature it was considered imprudent to commit it to writing. 

Nonetheless there is in this context a genuine human problem 

which cannot be ignored in any serious considerations of the 

realities of the teacher 1 s working life. There should be no 

doubt that here is a dilemma which cannot be disociated from 

the education process. For F.40 who has to negotiate between 

her immediate colleagues and her superiors •• of or the ultimate 

benefit of her departn1ent and the ma.jorit:l of t!1e cl1ildren in 

her care, she cannot pretend that the problem is of no consequence. 

It is of profound educational significance. 

3. "May I say how much I have enjoyed talking to you, and I do 

hope your end result is well rewarded and, more important, 

taken notice of." (From accompanying letter rett1rned with 

transcript • ) 
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I came out of college and taught t't Laithe2 with K.;,. as heao of 

P .~. c'.nr3. 'J.t thc•.t time on the Ce.IJl-:liJ.s D.l though you ;ycre E.ppointed 

to .:t specific school in actual fact the P.E. was organised in 

such ·"'- way th~>ct you to.ught as a team. Every pupil on ttc campus 

cc..;;;c t:) u;s E.o c:, r.E. staff and by and lr•rge you taught the majority 

of yotrr own pupils, but there V.'B.s '-' lot of mixing. There were 3 

schools. 'Je used to get something in the region of' 480 kids coming 

for g&.mes and we woulcln't sepere.te them according to school. 'Ne 

would just get them changed and pro1)ably once e" term change the 

sctivity. ;·:ostly we split the groups pretty much accordine to 

ability and that \'las the e;:\siest we.y to deal with it. 

How lonF< were you there? 

I vra.s only there two terms beC'.Hlse 1•
7
{ .N. wlw ':Ias then head here., •• 

at the tioe I was l)la.yinc; rugby for Wanderers and ·bumping into 

people in the b3r e.nd he s2.id, "Look my P.I'~. teacher is leG.ving 

cr~·e you interested in the job"? Well at the time I was having to 

get tvw buses to get to Laithes and although the facilities vverc 

superb and the set u.p was superb compared with other schools •••• 

it he.s been cc:ught up now, but in those days it wD.s out on its own. 

I only lived a 5 minute bus ride away in Easing ley so it was 

convenient for me mor·e than a:nything else ••• so I thought •••• right 

0.11cl I came here after ~aster and I he.ve been here ever since. 

You have been here 7 to 8 yeGXs then so there -;;:on't be much you don'~ 

know about the school and its problems. 

I think that the })roblcms that we are having now didn't exist in 

those days because (a) it was a small school. The largest nnmber 

ne ever got up to vms 620 and even then that nas in the last ye9r 

and a half. I would sey the .::-.verage number in the school yms in 

+.he region of 460-470 which meant that a P .E. t-::acher could teach 

every single cL,~ss 2-nd know every kid. and be responsible for everything ••• 



110\" this is where ::: thin}: the nhole idea of a bi~; school falls 

down because you don't knoYJ eve:r·y kid. 1'hc v1ay that tbc timetable 

is non designed i·t ic c. nnthematical lJl' occss., , the cLc.:p in chs.:-.."gc 

is concerned with {;etting the thing to work. He is not concerned 

v:ith fittine; personalities to classes, which roe[tns this ye1J.r, 

for instance, 1 take Go;:, of' cL'-sses whom I cU.dn't take last ye"1r. 

So I hE~Ve had to co right back to square one •• oE~nd stert af:resh 

eve17 ye&.r ••• which,, .The most important thing I think in tee,ching 

of any sor1' is personcl contact and the respect that you build up 

between yourself and the kids. I have a lot of respect for a lot 

of the kids •••. I know their we:dme.sses and strengths ••.• but I can 

If you get a situe.tion '.'!here you exe confron-tcO. riith u nev1 class 

each yee.r ccna he.ve to go back ana re-establish all your linJ.cs nith 

them, it m.?.l<ei_~ the IJrocess all that much more difficult. You c.s.n't 

builc1 a tr~uUtion th8,t way. There's no t.r:.:l.di tion in t1H.:; school 

at tbc p:r·esent time. •:!e i'ightinc; to exist r:::ther tb::cn to 

build anything and this I feel is prob::tbly, the gre:.1.test criticism 

of the hxge comprehensive school. In the old School 470 kids nas 

all right. We hed teams where they ·went to othel" schools \':ith 

three times our nu.mber s ~encl. .::;ot tLrashed •••• but you could work on 

the kids. You could explain to them, 11 Locl-:: its no disc,race u and in 

that ':ItcY you got 2. contact s;oing which we just ho.ven't got no\'1. I 

have just been talking to Alan about next yeCJis timetable o.nd the 

·)ttl:.,; clusses tlJc;;l; I nill get next year .:U'e my lXCesent thi:cd year 

rJho co iuto the 4th yeeY, siml:'lY bcc:::.use I c..m in cll~'T[;E; of the: )rd 

yecr. I am the Pastoro.l Eead of' tl!: 3rd year ••• all the other classes 

th.s:t I get next yecw." !?J:"e stating f'rom scre.tch so I h.:.:.Y<:: to iJuild 

up t:>gain st2.rting :rrom the rrord go. 'I'J',i.c h the -.·;hoL thing about 

teaching, not just P.E. teaching. 

rrould it be possible to solve this one. because it seem_§_ to me a ver:-J 

rec..l ·oroblem? 

'J'he •:mly ·.'ID.Y J c2-n sec c::.Yl;y solution is to rt:move the :;. a~' timetable 

t.h::t -:Ie c~:if~t 0n o.nC: incre~:Ee it to :, 10 .Jay one so thcct you have 



y011 haven't eot. You have got certain thir'€s the timetable ht>.s got 

to C;'.te::r for r!hich h:wc to go in ~'"'trst o.nc1 c:ver:yth:i.r1r else lD fitted 

l1nvr 1/'(")11 ·?it. ~1·-. _ l7fl11 
-·--" . - ... - ~ - -- - ..... · .. ; - ... 

. 
~~o.ve to f:Lt 

you facecl. v.ritl:. is the soTt of situation ',/here; I do Tuesdays on 

the I\rea}:vw.tcr 2.nd sa;y Fridt:lys on the ~:lreakv.r2.ter. I hc•.ve no control 

over r:hich chtsses E':.re tLere •••• I have just got to go and take 

whatever is there. 'rl-iis is ~Jl-,s.t is happening. 

Compulsion 

l1s far o~s compulsion is con..cerned, this again relc.tc:s to this 

proble:o because if you. knovr 2. kid right :from tbe stc..rt ••• you knon 

the home 1)ackground ••• yon }:now if he is struge;ling to get F.E. kit 

you knon the whole l)o.sis of his problems within ct couple of years 

I have two or tbree leik1ies in the present 4th yea:r who I have 

taught since 1st yero.' ancl most pe•::>ple if they co.mc to take them 

nould say 1 skivers 1 , never brine; their gcnr o.B you know there 

are backgrounds that provide reasons c;,nd so these lads I n..ever push. 

I think this is the whole point, if you ore in a situe,tion where 

you know why the kid isn't doing it ...•. 

Do you think you have a ue.rticular personal skill and ability to 

get to the 1)ack of all this? I feel that there are some people who 

can do it e.nd some who can't. 

I would say there is something in teachinc that DC' college can ever 

provide •.• and that is probably a basic l,lersorulity trait to be alJle 

to do things r.ri tb kids. Given time it seems tho..t you can r:in the 

trust and respect of these kids and then you can get to know the 

background problems that they ::tre comine; to school r1ith because 

c.clthough it is the kids you are dealing with it is the home )ro"blem 

that you are dealing with in the school situation. The problem of 

compulsion, you see, you've got shall we say a very small percentage 

who have real home background pr·oblems where either the pa.rents are 



not supportirl[; the chilcl or they c..re actively working against 

the school or they vmnt the child f'uc other reasons •• o .maybe 

ba'oyrniDdine:;, maybe :cunnint: messages to tbe shops. One lad in 

the 4tb yea.r· vihose father is :_~ fcXIi1C1', he dr·ives his tractor •••• 

and he can't manage bec<C.use he doesn't employ any labourers, 

b.e j1.1st ·uGcs the fc..nJ.il::"l, so l'H:': k~eeps t1.-.:.c ladclie off sc}lool to 

plough the fields. Yot, can underst2.nd that, and not be caught 

up in so..ylnE "'.'.'ell you oue;ht to bring yo1..1.r kit, you ought to do 

P 11' II • .w. It is a question of understDJldi ne; the be:.ckground that lS 

there, lmt outside of that very small j~ who have got senuine 

reasons I think there is a broad band of up to 20~~ who arc nhat 

I would call 1 Borderers' who if they have s. teacher who is not 

prepe.rcd to make them do it would invent excuses ••• they have 

colds, sore feet, sore thumbs, sore D.l'ms every other week •••• I 

tend to be a little bit harsh on this category of kid and I do 

punish them physically and I punish them harc1 if they don't bring 

s;~~ who are genuinely problem kid.s ••• they have to be seen to be 

included with the others ••• so in e. way you treat them slightly 

unjustly, but it is to keep your waiverers in line. Tl1e vast 

majority of kids, as far as P.E. is concerned are very \Villing. 

Alan and I disagree on several 2-spects, main_ly I think the division 

occurs in the fact that he spent most of his life in a C'rrgrrunar 

school, but I t.s.ught in a Gran1mar School first at City. But having 

spent seven or eight yeaJ.'s in ,.._ Secondary r.~odcrn school I was 

happy to get the kids into kit aw3 I VIas happ:/ to get them doing 

things. I didn't really care whether they were succesd'ul, >7hether 

they could do a hands ts.nd, o. headstand or r.hc.tcver it '.:as ccs long 

as they were in ldt and. o •• to say "Yon must hav·= ~:hite sl10rts, you 

must have an athletic vest, you must h::we a proper gaxnes shirt" •• 

:r 1 11 settle for ~Jo.rticip<ltion. Clean ... there is no e::cuse for kids 

huvine clirty kit but anythinG••••You come ;;;_n(l \'latch some of my games 

lessons, therto 2.:ce all colours of the rainbow •.• but that is by choice •• 

I am s1..11"e i:f I nas hard on them they would cvcntliO-lly bring it and 

buy it but ••••• 



You sound to have a profound commitment to these kids. 

Is that overstating it? 

No •••• it's probably true becc.use I have e;rown up -in the school. 

I see a comprehensive school as a bigger Secondc.ry llodern School, 

I don't see it as :;. Grammar School that has hc:.d to merge nith 

other schools. Because b.s.s ics.lly the top 20~; only, if that even, 

cu·e what r!e would term c..s old Grammar school type pupils. The 

rest are yoill." Sec. i.Iod. kids. There is no wa;y of getting mvay 

from it, and for my money we have got to aiE1 at something that 

is realistic for them •••• alright if you are in a Grarnmar School 

where the majority of kids are from mi(lille class homes or at 

least from working class homes where there is a good deal of 

interest in their future, they are going to buy the kit, •• they 

are going to buy the shorts, shirts, gym shoes the spikes and 

whatever you ask they are going to provide it. :But it is your 

other 75% or so where you are going to have problems and that 

is a heck of a large number, to try and work on. I tend to feel 

that we expect too much in this regard •••• I would rather have 

them doing P.E. rather than sitting aside because they haven't 

got exactly the right equipment ••• to me that is a falacy. Let's 

get them going •. doing something first. And if they are interested 

enough after that ••• What I tended to do in the old school nas, 

as we approached Christmas time, I would sey to each class, Hif 

you are going to ~Set any new strip, because most of them do, 

lets have a pair of blue shorts and a pair of yellow socks and 

it did work to a large extent. The tealll8tbat we turned out 

were always turned. out nell. The school provided the shirts o.nd 

the boys the shorts and socks. There is no •·:ay that you can 

make sornel)ody do P.E. wh.o doesn't want to do it ... but I don't 

think that situation need occur quite frankly. I have seen 

a tremendous change in the 1tihole attitude towaxds P.E. in 

schools in the last 5 yec:.rs. 1:'/hen I first stc,rted teaching at 

I.aithes vre taught gymnastics in the lesson as pert of the 

curriculum. But within that lesson situation I could have singled 

out two or three kids per class and they nould have been of 

sufficient standard to enter competitions. In fact we entered the 
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connty oompcti tion.s i11 :'!ovember after I bad ruTived in the 

Septem1)er ::nd two weeks prior to the competition we spent 

probably ::: couple of luncb times touching up basic thing~ 

that they should be doing ••• hor: to st.?,xt correctly, how to 

finish correctly, but notLing in terrus of intensive coaching. 

r;hich was reasor.I8.l~le and the kids enjoyed it. But now they 

have got to such o, degree of perfection ••.• I think it is a 

prof,.::ssional attitude which doesn't tie in wi tb the basic 

enjoyment •••• tlle schools that are doing well are run by those 

r1ho are dedicating their lives to perfection. They &re taking 

a select few who are tremendously gifted in a particular 

.;;.ctivity, spending hours a.nd hotJ.rs of time out of school with 

them and then dominating inter-school competition and this for 

me is destroying the basic concept of' P.E. in schools s..s we 

know it, because when you come to teach :: class of' kiddics, 

the nUJnbcr who c:.re capable of doing nhatever activity you 

ask them to do correctly is probably in the region of' two or 

three per class. Take that c l:.::.ss that has just gone in, a 

double class of boys for gym and f::c"J' you staTt doing something 

simple li..'L;:c a hc.ndst;o,nd or s. heacl;:/c::,nd r:.ft.er trree weeks I 

guarantee that you v:oulc1 hEwe no more than three ac f'ou.r pc:;r 

class which \'lould meo.n in :::.. dou.1)le cl&.ss situation you would 

pro1)ably have in the region of 9 ca:xc1:le of doing v:hat you :::.sk 

them to do. Out of that 9 you m8J' not have one capeJ)le of 

represcntin0 you2" :::chool in :?. g,yml'lD.S'i:ic or ~n;;r competition. I 

feel we have c.;ot to the s·co.ge •.• I suppose it has c orne really from 

the Americans ••• they are learning to sv:im before tbey cc.n r;s..lk 

so everything is heine pushed right down as lov: ~'~ ~;ossi1)le ~end 

,.,~ 2re fc~ci·ng the situe,tion in the schools non r·:he1~e inter-school 

competition •••• the standE.rCl. to me is so f::r/c3.2ticc.lly hit;l-, •••• 

'.'!hen I re:l:1te bacl-:: to my orm Gr.;;;.mrnc:c school cii.',y.s ••• 1vt. neve.:· hud 

mort: than 2 or 3 }):C::;,ctic::.:s :.:. se:::,::;on for y;he.tever we •::ere doine; ••• 

when I was c;,t Dreakwai:.er School in the 6th form we were 2nd in 

the county gramm:;!X' school 1 s athletics chaml}ion:::hips. And. r!e 

_probably .::-pent about three rtecks befm~e the championships 

going out odd lu.nch times and doirl8 a little bit sxtra. But 



to get to this stage now to come scconc1 you uould have to 

ho.ve two or t.hrce members of staff d.cvoting time out of 

be b.chicvcrl c.ny other r;o:y because the ~:tand2.rd is so high. 

Before \'ie y;(;: nJG c C)ffiprehe~'lSive .:::.nd I \'ICJ.S in cr,arge here ••• I 

wo.s on my ovm with Peter and we ran every sort of G.ctivity 

that was going within the t or:n. We l" u.n a. te s..m in it. Lnd the 

boys d:Ld lJasketball~ swim.mine, rugby~ soccer and cl"oss country 

in the ·winter and in the summer we did cricket and athletics, 

Now being a small school we had no pretentions about winning 

for the school basically. And welmew that we were 3.lways 

on a hiding to nothing. But when we went comprehensive it 

became so difficult because I wasn't tcldnc; every kid in the 

school so as far as ability was concerned I had no idea what the 

kids were like outside the classes that I taught. As far as 

organising practices •Nere concerned under the old small school 

system I could pin a notice up on the notice board in the central 

position and everyone vwuld see it. By word of' mouth it would go 

round in 25 mins. But here ••• I know we are badly off because of 

split sites, but here if you don't contact the kids personally 

it's impossible ••• they don't know. I dropped out of basketball 

simply because •••• to remain in a situation where your kids vrcren' t 

going to other schools and being absolutely anihilated, we were 

spending two lunch times and one evening practising •• ;.not plo.yin[;, 

playine r:as cmother evening • ..:\.nd that .:es for one team in bc.1.sketball. 

And if we hadn't have done that and we had just had one practice 

a week and left the restto normal teaching within the lesson 

situation, we v;ould have gone onto the basketball co1.1rt and not 

scored a point and say 50-60 points scored against us ••• Because 

of this intense eompeti tion o.nd intense coaching tl~at is going on. 

Ancl I don't necessarily lay the blame at the feet of tl:e teachers 

but they ore implementir1€; the philosophy ~ I don't know who is 

responsible for starting this philosophy but they (teachers) are 

imp lamenting it. I mean v;~e h<:we two schools in the town in 
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}\~!.rticulu.r \ihere they have pr:cwtic.es every morning bef01~e 

9 a.m. every lunch time a::td every eve nine ••• something ia 

goine: on ••• you knov: I can appreciate th:_;_t ~._net 

somethinc of the spirit ••• it is destl'oyinc; other peoples chances 

of ever doins anything. Supposing V!e have eN boy in this school 

who is o_ good athlete, say he is goocl enough to 1)f; in iJ•e first 

three in the tovrns sports in the 100 metres, to tcJ-ce a hypothetico.l 

case. Now here (the present school) he will proba1)ly ho.vc two or 

three practices in the summer term athletics or may be a couple of 

lunch times. The rest of the teaching and coaching will go on in 

tho no:tmal le,so:;eon .siLuu~iuu. Now you can talce a boy vlith less 

athletic potentio.l and less a1)ility in another school in the tovm 

where he is training every morning, some lunch times and almost 

certainly tr10 or three times a week after school. imd Yrhen we 

come to the inter-school competitions the boy that is going to 

win is not the one with the most potential bnt the one nl1o has 

gr·Gfted and been pushed thron.gl•out his school co.reer. Y/l:.en th.:::.t 

successful kiddie h&s i)een successful o.t school level. o o but 

beyond that when you get up to the level of entering activities 

for clubs, this is where the crunch comes bec2"use it is not 

necessarily the kids with real potential which are being fed 

into the clubs o There is one school in the tovm •• they win 

everything ••• I won't name it. o but they win everything that is 

worth winning. But they on.ly do it becau.se of this utter 

dedication by the membcl"S not only of their P .E. sta.ff but the 

other members of staff and by spending hours and how."s getting 

the .kids to a pitch by coaching 2-nd determination where they 

are not going to be beaten irrespective of basic talent. And 

thiz is one thing which is destroying the attitude of kids 

in the average school touards P.E. because we have got kids 

who don't warr'c to go to great lengths and run .~cgainst the 

others • .(;.nd we sa;y ~~"Why?" And they say "Eecause we don't want 

to get hammered. We don't want to be lc.st ." You see yon take 

the o.vcraze expectation of achievement of a normal kid in the 

nori'lal class situation. l\Tow he knows th2-t as far o.s P .E. 



s..ctivities goes, he's pretty avn":::~gc:. L.lthough he car! do that 

at football - he's been doing that since he wo.s old enough to 

kick a l)all. But any s.ctivity Hherc he h:::.s to learn sl:ill •••• 

now he can only lee.J."n so much in a lesson ••• he can only learn 

cay shoot - at a bc.sket in a less on ses he gets u series of six 

lt::st:on.s in a row vtith one particular teacher. At the end of 

those six lessons he doesn't really know <1 lot about basketball. 

He has got the grasp about what the game is about, and what the 

whole idea of l'fhat the game is and what he ought to be trying 

to do. But to say that he is a basketbe.ll pldyer is ridiculous. 

To put him in a team to play against other schools ••• everybody 

Yvas doing the same, great~ you'd have basketball at a lower 

standord admittedly, but you would be getting kids competing 

at a reasonable level. But where you get a school concentrating 

solely on one activity with gifted kids •• well. •• there's no doubt 

about it you can produce tremendous teams. And you can anihilate 

everyone else, but what does it do for the game in the eyes of' 

other kids? It does nothing but •••.• I know tl:to,t Alan would not 

agree with me, but personally I would see the only way out of the 

comprehensive system at the moment is to remove inter-school 

competition entirely from the whole philosophy of the school. 

Say right we've got a school we've got 1600 kids in the school. •• 

enough pupils there willing and capable to compete with each 

other in any number of activities within the school. And if you 

are looking to give your bette:c kids oppo:ctunity of playing at 

a higher stancw..rd then you have to establish lin..'ks nith the 

outside agencies. I mean there are umpteen rugby clubs in the 

town, rum1ing teams right do1m -l:;o under l2's. There's C-t good 

Athletics Club, HB.rTie:r's, who nould take anyone with talent ••• 

innumerable soccer clubs running jw1ior sides. I don't think 

the two can exist side by side. Bec2.use you are competing for 

the same basic m::;,terial all the: time at the expense of quite a 

large numbc:r of kiddics in the school. The price is too high, 

1/hcn I hear kids sayint; that they do not want to represent the 

school bccc:usc they don't want to be 'oc2.ten badly, tr,at's the 

point 2.t vrhich you sey "':,'hat's it all about ••• what arc we here 



M..U/10 

to do Ls a P.E. teachers"?" B2,.sicE:.lly I .see enjoyment :_u:; the 1t~.:1in 

·,.,'llO nc;ecl tl1e most .stt.ention. And I think thi;:; is true of ~ lot 

of teo.cl'inc not. just P.:=o "out ii:. is prcbe.hly more !·:igl:J.ichtcd. 

cope with 1;ic;g-er mun'bel"S. The P.E. can COl"lC w:i.tl1 1..mstrco..mcd 

cla.sscs ••••• l1ecc.usc it's not impor>to.nt, :it doesn't have c.n '0' 

level c.nd that .sect o:f thing. But if you thinlc in ·cm:·ms o:f the 

activi tics of th~ ::~vcl·~.gc individu.:-.1 h£~Vc increased prob,':ll)ly 

30-4c;: over the J.2-st ten ycc.l'S - you :O:.:"c trying to cduco..te 

other >chan a 'job' to occup:,r their lif'c, I r:1ec.n most of the 

kids coming out of comprehensive schools are goir.g to l1e in 

prett:,r J.jund;_o,nc everyday sort of jobs •••. they cJ'c go inc to be 

your bus conductors, yom· road s¥Jeepcrs, your bu~~lders, yo1.u" 

bricklu_yers, your f'o.ctory workers and if ::rou can give them 

12 omething that nill lift thciE out of that •••• if you can give 

them ::n interest, to me tb),t is what ·;re should 1Je aiming for. 

It scer.1s from nhat yon b.s.ve s::cia. thc:.t there ore l:'lenty of 

opportunities in Hucl:lebro' .. It isn't the tonn thc:.t is s.t fault o 

It is there for the takin~ but if it is crushed e81'licr it is 

L~ disservice isntt it? To this very philosophy. You put it so 

c,learly and it is in :.1 l'ccognisa'ble territory. you can ~££ it 

happening o o. and this happened in about 5 years you. reckon";' 

I think the solution you propose o o. to cut the inter-school 

competition.t to contain it l£1-.t&n the school 1 to k~he s_pi:c.i t 

of' the sport ••• :you can control tlle spirit of the sport then. You 

ca11 h_ave t~ne r 'l)o•b" ,-,J..,yed r·crora."J.l"<O' to +hP "'-p-i· .... ~t vou CLecidc. .... b .i 1J I..' 1..-11 -' .. • J..l..z- • v __ ,_, '-' .....;......L. - M -
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You see, you have got a situation in this school, a comprehensive 

school, where you have in fact three schools, producing three 

separate teams in different sports. You go comprehensive, you 

don't increase the number of teams you run you are still running 

your one team per year per sport. You reduce your participation by 

! without thinking about it •••• Now even in Secondary Modern School 

we alw8i)Ts tried to increase the participation, but we always had 

a lot of house matches. You are always under pressure from school 

competitions ••• the better kids want to compete against other 

schools, but I don't think it can be done in the way that we are 

doing it at present, because we are reducing the overall partic= 

ipation in the sport and we are killing off interest rapidly0 

This is sado 

Yes it is. I see lads who can't get a game far the school team who 

in the old Sec. Mod. school would have been an outstanding member. 

And you cannot hold on to people like thato They drift away 

and are lost altogether •••• And there is no reason for it really, 

because you should be able to hang on to them you should be able 

to find something in which they are interested. But if you are 

going to be controlled by inter-school competition this will never 

happen, because even in the school like this where we tend not to 

lay too much emphasis on winning &1\Vthing in particular you still 

feel obliged to enter, but in entering in the spirit. Without 

having done the intensive work that other people have done our 

own kids are not ashamed but they are afraid of being shown up. 

They don't like doing things because they are not as good as someone 

else. The only reason they are not as good is that they haven't 

had the time spent on them. People might say it is part of your 

job to do this, it is part of your job to spend time with 

kiddies out of school ••••• well fair enough, I've got no objection 

to that but lets not make it a situation where you are spending 

the same time with the same kids doing everything, which is what 

we are doing. If you take a year group like IIG' 3rd year, I could 

probably take out 20 bqys out of the 150 odd and they would do 
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everything. Their skill level is such that they are capable of 

doing aqything, with the right coaching, practice, dedication, 

determination etc. They will form the basis every time o But 

what about the rest of them? You just forget about them. This 

is the thing that disturbs me. I think you have to say we are 

not interested in inter-school competition at all or we are 

interested and we are going to be as good as you are ••• and I 

am not prepared to subscribe to that philosop~. 

DC) you ever discuss such thi:ngs that you have been telling me 

with the head or aBY]hing like that? Is he interested? 

The head, although he is a powerful person in some respects, he has 

to respect his heads of departments, he has to respect the people 

who are appointed and really he can't do very much about changing 

attitudes. Alan has unfortunately come from a long time in a 

Grammar school where participation has been no problem, where the 

kids have turned up all the time. The whole technique of teaching 

in a Grammar School is entirely diff'erent. I have only found 

this in the last 2 years since we have gone comprehensive. I've 

taken some of the old Eltermere classes ••• a.Dd I found the first 

year in the first year in particular, I was getting through 

probably three times as much work. o ••• In fact I bad to revise 

most of D\Y teaching schemes because I was running out of what 

normally lasted six weeks in a Seco~ Modern Sohool ••• I was 

getting through it in six weeks because you didn't have the 

problem of retention and even if the kids couldn't produce the 

skill at the correct level to make it work correctly they still 

knew what they should have been doing ~ for instance you get 

lads trying to do a handstand and you teach them the various 

stages. And in a Sec. Mod. you ~ have to repeat that over 

and over again. But in a Grammar School even if he can't do it, 

he knows what he should be doing. So your whole teaching programme 

has to be that much more intensive with Sec. Mod. type of kids of 

whom you have a greater number now. The problem in colleges is 

that they are dealing with the top 5% of the population ••• and 
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teaching practice is such a. short period of time. You are 

dealing with gifted people who have been successful in 

achieving physical skills and when you c orne to a. normal 

class your expectation of ability •••• well it's a tremendous 

shock. This is, I think, a major problem. We've got to accept 

that you can't teach everybody everything. And you've got to 

lower your expectations considerably. And if you don't do that 

you get into a situation of extreme frustration ••• you think that 

there is something wrong with your teaching ••• which can lead to 

aggravation between pupil and teacher ••• you get annoyed because 

they can't do it. And the kids tend to reject the teacher and 

all that he stands for. You come out of college thinking that 

there is no reason why they should not be able to do it. It's 

only after two or three years that they haven't learned that 

you think ••• well what is this ••• lets get them enjoying it. 

How do you account for your commitment? 

Well after eight years in a Secondary Modern School, we achieved 

a hell of a lot; we did a lot, the kids gained a hell of a lot of 

enjoyment out of it. It was all due to the fact that I taught 

every child in the school. They all knew me personally. They 

knew 11\1 rules ••• They lll8iY not have been the right rules •• but we 

built a tradition ••• It was built on personal respect between 

pupil and teacher ••• and you could control the tradition in your 

school in that way. I could get the head who was very keen on 

ai\Y sporting aotivi ty •• o to stand up in assembly and get him to 

praise the kids efforts no matter how meagre it was. You could 

build up an erxthusiastic atmosphere. We can't do it here. I 

don't know how we would start about it to be quite honest. 

~brother is at Cardiff College of Education ••• and I am 

apalled by what is happening to him. Cardiff is totally concerned 

with establishing itself amongst the ranks of the top along with 

Loughbarough and Carnegie, and they are going pseudo-specialised. 

These top specialists will not be capable of adapting to our 

pupils needs e That Is for sure. The pendulum has got to swing back 0 



Because the problem of opting out of all so called compulsory 

activity is forcing it upon us. It is particularly so in the 

girls classes.o••• in a class of 35 you may have 15-16 doing 

nothiDg •••• and most of the pupils are really :fundamentally 

interested but are missing the enjoyment. 

End of Recording 

No f'ollow-up comments 
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Since I was last here fou:c years ago you must have chane;ed_. 

the school must have changed •••• You mror well have a fresh 

set of pro-blems ••• You ID§;L weJ.) have solved earlier problems • 

What is your role now? 

\/ell you see I am a P .E. teacher secondly. I am Head of Yeu:c 

When we went comprehensive Alan was sitting temnt 

in the old Grammar School. The then Headmaster sc-.id "You won't 

get the P.E. job" •••• Alan is your senior. He has been here 

longer and is in the Grammar School. •••• But I can get you cc 

Head of P .E. in another school if you want it. 11 I could 

have gone to Bamburgh where T.W. wanted me to go. He is a 

rugby fan.:ttic and I am chiefly a rugby player. I said, "No, 

I don't really want to go" •••• "I would rather stay in the 

set up that I have been in and got things going. 11 Because when 

I came to this school when it was a small Secondary Modern School. 

they did nothing. They had f'ootball teams in every league but 

that I'Tc!.S it. 'l'hey had nothing else. No basketball, no Cross­

Country, no swimming, no rugby. And so I had got all that off 

the ground. A lot of hard work. We managed to get a lot of the 

staff keen. You know, not to coach them because they did not 

have the ability. But u~ I did the coaching after school and 

they would run the teams ••• they would do it pr av ided that they 

weren't going into a shambles. So we had a nice little thing 

going and I didn't want to leave. So he said "Well how do 

you fancy a Head of' Yetu:?" I said, "Well I would be very 

interested ••••• Because eventually when I have finished with nv 
P.E. teaching •••• If I am still Head of Year I can teach 

something else. It will give me four or five years to get to 

know the job and then I have the promotion ladder open to me." 

So that 1 s what I did. So from the very f'irst I have been Head 

of' Year right f'rom the ward go ••• in the comprehensive set up. 

But 1 have also been a P.E. teacher with a full commitment. A 

full timetable. We were supposed originally to get i of timetable 



and .;\: free. to do the Head of Year job. But that never ever 

muterialised. 

It never does. 

I now get seven 'free' periods a week to do my Head of Year 

'h The average teacher in the scl1ool gtjts f'uur·. Even ~ JO~. o. 

first year prohationer gets four 'free' periods. So I am 

like three up on then1 which is not enoue;h .•• neither here 

nor there. Consequently I take a lot of work home. You see 

you can't take P.E. work home. What people don't realise is 

that anything tbat you want to do in P.E. you have to stay.,. 

or you have to come on a Saturday morning. There 1 s no taking 

it home. You can't take your books home to mark like you can 

if you are doing English or something like that. So I take my 

Head of Year work home. I still give a fair amount of 

commitment ••• Though not as much •• o o well family responsibilities 

arc becoming more impOl~tant. And as you get older I think that 

you want to see more of your family and less of your job. But 

I am still committed to the school. I still think that we have 

got a lot of improvements th2"t we can make. Although from the 

position that we were in four years ago, we are miles ahead. 

'.'fe have gone forward tremendously. 

I would be interested in that. 

Vie are now on one site. We have all transferred on to this 

site. In terms of' numbers we are now decreasing to the point 

where a games lesson, certainly in the first three years, we 

are in the position now the nine form entry can be split 

3=3=3, and it is three adequate groups. '.'tberea.s that last 

time I spoke to you, the nine form entry really nas a ten form 

entry .••• which had 'been condensed into nine o That meant that 

at some point you had groups of 65-70 on games. So now we don't 

have that. 1Jle now have in the first year groups of a1)out 46 for 



two staff', which is great. You knor.r that to my idea is the exact 

nu.mbers that you want. You can't go pa.st that. The only problem 

is that we've tried to intl-·cduce extr'a options in the lvth and 

Vth Yea:cs. Now that in itself is very successful. 'ifhe n they get 

into these years, yon present them with all the subjects tlt!t 

are available and &sk them to choose. l'Tow tl"L.<tt means that if 

pnpils choose to do extra PoE., o o o .that is four e:x-tra 

lessons a week, which we divide into V9.Tious activities ... but 

one of which is alwey s swimming ••. so we m2..ke the pool available 

when the P.E. Options a.re numing. 'l'hat happens to the JVth and 

Vth Year. We started it last yeP..:r.' for the first time and ran it 

in the fourth year. i'iow we did it on a complete afternoon. It's 

a whole Friday afternoon •••• four staff. And there are 29 boys and 

21 girls. And there are two women and two men staff on. 

How is it really working Peter? 

Very vrell. 

I am in no position to know about yours but I fear that many 

'Options' programmes are nothing more than an abdication of the 

P.E. teacher's responsibility. The argument is very attractive ... 

Pupils do not improve •••• not intended to improve. Equipment is 

given out at the beginning and is collected in at the end and 

that is the most rigorous part of the sess;hons. It is a kind of 

adolescent 'playhour'. 

Well our scheme isn't optional in the sense that it removes 

P.E. from the main timetable. It is an additional option. So 

the pupils vtho come to do P.E. during the Option time are, in 

fact, doing extra P .E. Everyone has to do their norme_l double 

games lesson ••• when they are on c;ames.,The.t goes alone: as 

nornml. 

I am 1\Ti. th you. 

What v1e have tried to do is to say to those who are particularly 

interested in PoE. or who are good at PoE o. o. "if you want to do 



four erlrc, lessons and drop an acn.demic subject ••• then this 

is what we are offering". So it is an B.dd:Ltional choice for 

But not so if I take French? 

No. You can still do that. Where the French occurs it doesn't 

cut across the P.Z. Vfuat it provides ... we call it .Human tlovement, 

well basically it is my scheme. I've l)een given the responsibility 

to run it. 1 run it last year and am continuine this year with 

both years. Because I am Head of IVth Yem~ it is logical that 

I take the present IVth year i:cS well. So I am running 1)oth 

IVth e,nd Vth Year Option schemes at the moment. It ie a lot 

of work. Par-ticularly because they do a lot of written work. 

The IVth years had an exam at the end of the yefll'. 

In Htunan Movement? 

Hm (yes) I '11 sort out an exam paper for you. You will be able 

to see the sort of questions and the level which they have 

reached. It was quite good. 

You are o'oviously pleased by it •••• your enthusiasm is unmistakable. 

Oh yes, it benefits, I think, the brighter ones who tend to get 

pushed in all ace.demic subjects. And I don't think that's good 

for them. It gives them a brealc. But it c'lso puts them in a 

situation, where they can develop any sports they ax·e really 

interested in •••• they can develop it. What has happened this 

year~ two boys in the present Vth Year, who are in that option 

group are playing County Rugby or have a good chance of playing 

County Rugby ••• they wou1dn't had they not opted to do the extra 

options. They wouldn't have made the progress in the normal 

games lessons •••• VIhat they have had is six lessons of P.E. a 

week. It really is quite a bonus. It means that your better 

kids, particularly the bright ones, who tend to miss out. You 

see if you draw a graph or the amount of P.E. allocation per 

year group within the school. ••• what you tend to get is an 

equal distribution irrespective of intelligence in the first 



year. When you move into your second year~ you find that 

you have lost a lesson in the brir:;htest cls.sses ••• because 

of the extra demands of the curriculum. 'i7hen you get into 

the third year that still applies. -,'!11en you get into the 

fourth ye::.r thc::.t is clit to one duuble lesson. So as you progress 

up the school the opportunity to do P.E. for the brighter 

chilozen is diminishing. And this is why I said to Alan, "Let's 

try and introduce an Extra Options in the IVth and Vth Years. tt 

To get the brighter kids who would benefit by extra P.E. and 

make progre:3s, And this yee.:r it is interesting to see just 

what is happening. I am not really interested that the kids 

will go on to play for County or town ••• i111at I am interested 

in is that the better ones who are also the most intelligent 

don't get sucked away from P.:E:. Vfhat normally happens, come 

the fourth and fifth year, they ar·e under such pressure to 

cope with their academic subjects ••• somebody somewhere along 

the line is saying, "Look you v1ill just have to stop going to 

yoUl' l"Ugby practices ••• you will have to give up playing on 

a Satm·day. You will have to give your basketball up. You 

will have to stop doirJC; this •.• 11 ••• "If you can't cope with 

your work load •.•• " Now that to me is a sin. So I think that 

it is easier to say, "right, we will give them extra P.E. in 

the fow.~th and fifth year." Not only does it mean that they 

have extra P.E., it also means that they have to do one less 

academic discipline. Now when you are talking in terms of 

going to University or college you are only talking in terms 

of 5 '0' levels •••• So you can easily drop down from8 '0' levels 

to seven. I vmulc1 argue the.t that would be a more sensible approc1ch 

anyway. As Head of Year, what I have said to my year group, 

"don't overload yourself 3.cademically •••• " ••• "Do needlework, 

do D.S. Do metal work. Give yom~self a subject in which you 

can just go in and enjoy the subject without being under pressure." 

They still have to pursue the academic aspects of the practical 

subjects but there isn't the pressure on. If they decide eight 

weeks before '0' level to withdraw •••• then they can leave that 

without any worry. And I think that this is why the P.E. Option 

is such a bonus ••.• to bright kids, because they are the ones 



really who benefit. Basically thick kids don't benefit. 

By the time you are getting them up to the fourth and 

fifth years you a.re trying to entertain them o • o as much as 

anything. they haven't learnt enough to make significant 

progress. The band th.ree in my year group the fom·th. I've 

been trying tc teach them Volleyball now fm' two years, and 

it's virtually still at the same level. I mean they see the 

game as batting the ball over the net. Now you and I would 

see it as something completely different. And v1e would aim 

for something completely different. But from their perspective, 

they enjoy it. They enjoy just knoclr...ing the ball back over 

the net. And that's it. You don't make progr-ess ••• you make 

progress up to a point. They will do it in practices, but as 

soon as you revert to the game situation again they regr-ess. 

Back to square one. The ball comes back and instead of them 

setting it UlJ to another player in the te&.m •••• their first 

thought is bang ••• back over the net. No understanding of the 

strategies. That's what I find with the Band three's as they 

get older •• you are looking f'or things that keep them involved ••• 

keep them interested. But really you are not making much 

progress. 

You don't appear to have lost any of your commitment during 

the last four years since we last talked? 

To be honest I think that my commitment is increasing. I 

think that everybody has bad days. Everybody has days when •• o 

"Oh God •• no •• not that again ••• " I think that what keeps you 

going is that you can see ••• You see I have a great link up 

with the rugby club at Wanderers, I go down there and I do 

coaching ••• And I am at the stage now where a lot of boys ths"t 

I have taught 7, 8 years ago .•• even longer some of them, are 

nov' coming through into the first and second teams o Going 

through and playing County. And there is such a positive 

reward in that that it makes you when you come back into your 

school situation ••• say "'•'fell yes, that is great". 
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That is a big Pay-off' for you isn't it? 

Yes. You can see what you. have done and you c&,n follow 

it tl1r ough and you know that in the end if you ha.dn 1 t 

done it, those kids wouldn't be there. 

Do you think that rugby in this town is excedional in this 

respect? It would seem to me that there is a carry-over. 

Certain schools and certain teachers link up with well known 

clubs in the t 0\Vn. 

Yes, there is. 

There are definite routes aren't there? 

Yes. 

Vlhy is it only rugby? Or am I wrong? 

I think what you get in soccer ••• No. There is certainly a positive 

carry-over in swimming. You must remember that all the primary 

schools in the town do swimming. The town is possibly unique 

in that. Every primary school does swimming. Learner pools for 

each district. Every Secondary school has its swimming pool. 

So by the time the children come to secondary school you have 

a very good idea of their ability at swimming. Now any good 

swimmer is picked up in the junior school and invited to go to 

the club training o And it is a solicl_ link. o. between the school 

and the swimming club. Good S'\'Timmers tend to come back from the 

clubs into the school and you use them. 

this school. The girls are pretty good. 

1;'Je haven't got maey in 

We have only got two 

boys who are good enough to s·wim for the Swimming Club. But 

there is a positive linlc. I would say that it is as strong as 

the rugby. I think why there is such a commitment between rugby 

and club level is that under the old system •.• the old Bamburgh 

school. ••• and the old Eltermere School. •• they were both basically 



l'Ugby playing schools. There is o. fE:ed.~bc.ck of l)eoplc who 

have left the town from these G-rammar Schools and gone into 

te::~ching ••• U:1ere.: is '-'· tendency far· them to come back into 

the town. Well e.t least some of them to come back into the 

town. So the links e.re already there. 

The more I come into Fiuckle.k.2_ugh the more I think that it is 

a @~eat place. It is belittled by outsiders. Yet there is a lot 

goinp: far Hucklebrourp. But Huckleb.rough in the next ten yea:rs 

is in for a very rough ride •••• economically and socially. There 

are kids that are going to leave this school who are in school 

,ioday_ who are pr_ob~]:>ly_ ggit~_ g_9od_ cit_i.~!3_ns .__.fin9.. t_hey .¥5= desti_ne_d 

to no jobs far the rest of their lives in Hucklebrough. I have 

sufficient faith in P.E. that it might be able to do a lot far 

these very De ople. But I may be backing the wrong horse. If we 

are in for a period of unprecedented depression where do you think 

P.E. fits into the picture far man;y of these pupils? 

As long as you are av1are that •• , You see you are actually talking 

about the boys that I was talking about. The Band three boys. 

In a state of depression it is always the least intelligent that 

will svffer. \Vhf;_t happened is that the brighter ones come down 

a peg. The bright boy who can't get a job at his level. •• becc.>..Use 

one isn't availe,ble ••. he drops down a peg and takes a job that 

would normally go to someone who is less intelligent. So in a 

state 1vhere jobs are sc;;:.rce it is Dt the bottom-enders who 

really lose out. 'rhere aren't that many jobs in a town like 

this, where you. don't need absolutely no qualifications at all. 

'Je <cu'e talking oJ)out your dustbin men and your groundsmen. There 

is a limiteCJ. number of jobs for people like that. Now this is 

the very [sToup in school that its very difficult to make progress 
"L1 

V/lltJ1 • 

Can I switch it? I fea..r that you are underestimating the effect 

of micro-chip technology ••••• Even the brighter ones are going to 

be without a job. May be people 1'lith degrees who can't get a 



,job.,.teachcrs that can't get jobs. Is it reasorJ.CJ.ble to say 

that life could be made tolerable through playing a sport of 

some sort •••• say rugby? 

A case in point. My own brother in law. Be has 4 'A' levels 

and 7 1 0 1 levels and he can't get a job. ae is working at the 

moment as a machine feeder on the tradirlG estate. Carrying 

and bringing. If he doesn't get a job •• , .what is going to 

happen to the vast majority of ow school leavers·? Yes ••• 

well., .I would say the.t the opportunity of playing games and 

belonging to an organisetion is far higher in HuckJ.ebrough 

than in a lot of other t ovrns of the same size. And that to my 

mind is directly related to the rugby. 

But you take Netball. I can't find (story of inquiry at 

Civic Centre) a club. The only Netball teams that I can find 

round here are full of teachers, You don't find a Woolworths 

NetbalJ. team. 

It's funny that you should say that because I would have argued 

the other way. To be honest. How my wife captained the North of 

England Netball. •• she knows Netball inside out in this town and 

I wasn't aware of what goes on until I saw just how much Netball 

is run. In Hucklebrough there is a summer league run by two 

girls who used to be County players •••• Now they run the Smamer 

League ••.• and it is played at Bam burgh School. And last yee:r' s 

Summer League had 18 teams ••• all playing one night a week ••• and 

at the end of' the summer they had a tou:cnament ••• in which everybody 

played. Now that includes teams from factories and offices from 

various organisations within the town. Nov1 the next level up from 

there ••• if that's your grass roots netball it is very basic ••• 

may be poor quality ••• but it's there and they are playing. How 

above that there are two teams in Hucklebrough that play in 

the Markton a...'1d District Netball League. Now that is a Winter 

tournament. Then there are the Stags who train at Scottish Grange. 

The other one is based on the college of fm·ther education. 
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It is run by one of the girl:: who runs the summer league. 

They run two teams • 'I' hey also send players to S. County 

and City l'/etball. •• which isn't aver:/ strong County ••• not 

a good standard, but nevertheless they do play representative 

games once a fortnight. Against other Counties. And that 

goes on throughout the entire winter. So there is a Netball 

structure in the town •••• which is really quite well developed ••. 

But it is very well hidden. 

That gives me so much heart, it is not true. 

Unless you know the people who are running it you wouldn't 

know that it existed. But it is a. good going concern. It is 

very much so ••• alive and kicking. 

Now is it selective? 

The thing that I find about sport in this town ••• is in every 

town in the ~~orth East football is virtually the most important 

game. Now Hucklebrough is no different. There are literally 

hundreds of lads who ttll'n out and play on a Saturday ••• playing 

Sunday Leagues on a Sunday. But the bonus of this town is that 

it has also three Senior Rugby Clubs. It has Boys' Brigade, 

Tech. Athletic. As tone, •••• each of those run two teams. So that's 

eight teams. Each of the main teams runs a minimum of four 

teams each week. So you have something in the order of 20 teams. 

20 teams of adult rugby in the town every Saturday. Added to 

that Beavers, Old Boys and Wanderers ••• you have a Senior, Colts ••• 

(Under 19) a junior Colts (Under 16) and, in Beavers in particular, 

schoolboy teams which can play on a Sunday. So there is an 

enormous structtll'e. Now that is a bonus. Now if you take a 

town like, •• say 'i!earport o o o. a much bigger town. They have o~ 

rugby club, vrhich is in Vvearport .. And they have one junior club 

which is Beale House. They are the only two clubs in a town as 

big as Wearport o So the opportunities to play rugby in that tmm 

are f2r fewer than here. Thc.t's what makes Hucklebrough so different. 
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I am of the opinion that Hucklebrough gets very good value from 

its PoE. and sport provision9 There can be very few Hucklebrough 

children who can't swim •••• 

We look upon it as a failure if we don 1 t get a chilo swimming 

by the third year. You do r,et the odd one who can't. But we have 

a Ry0tem in this school.,.only this school. •• -ae tb.raehed this 

out at the very beginning and said "who are the most important 

people to provide swimming for?" And we said, 11 the first three 

years" And we make sure that every class gets one swimming 

lesson a neek in the lower school ••• :b'or the entire of his school 

life. And again with the introduction or the Option Scheme in the 

fourth and fifth year, you can then take up that swimming. 

By and large you v;ere fairly critical about the P.E. here last time 

I was here. Just taking the P .E. over the four years since .talking 

to you last, has it changed? 

It has improved. (emphatically) 

It took a nasty smack as a result of the N.A.S. dispute didn't it? 

Yes, I think that it did. The school as a whole is on the 'up 1 
• 

You see we are benefitting now from the fact that vre have had a 

stable P .E. department. '\>Then you came last time vie had had so 

many changes. Now Jill, Joan and Pam~ who has just left, they've 

been together here teaching P.E. and the Girls P.E. has improved 

out of all recognition. Now once you have the girls established 

on the same par as the boys and you have stability in the 

department •••• you can only go forward. Again it is related to 

the staff that you have. I wouldn't say that we have a good P .E. 

Department •••• or as good as I would like them to be. But that's 

me. rtiay be I'm expecting a little bit too much of people. But I 

think that we do our job in school time ••• By and large we do our 

job in school time, That is the impork:.nt time. I've stopped doing 
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as much out o-f schoc,l. But whe.t I do do out of' school 

I get greater enjoyment from. I have sc.io t.h:;lt I am oP~y 

goine; to do out of school that y:hich I really enjoy doing. 

And thine;.s thc;.t I don't enjoy doing; I 1 rr, not goil"...r_; to brca}:: 

my neck to do. There is still too much pressurisation on the 

pupils •••• You see you can reckon that in every yeu:r group you 

are talking about 22 boys. Now from that 22 you can probably 

pick your football team, your rugby team, your basketball team, 

you-.1' Cross country team, cricket tearn •••• athletics team. Novi 

if' you are going to run a school team in every one of those 

sports and try to practice as well. ••• to get up to the standard 

that you've got to get to oornpete with the other :::.chools. 

You see we play basketball, and basketball is our thi:r·d sport. 

Some might say that it is om~ 4-th sport because there is a 

lot of' Cross country done as well. Now we go and play someone 

like Callaly or Dovedale or Bamburgh and their basketball is 

possibly their major sport. So i:f v1e don't practice hurd ••• if' 

we don't have a lot of commitment to basketball out of school 

time you are going to get annihilated. Now my philosophy is 

that we don't do that. V/e don't teach kids to go and play 

another school and get annihilated. You teach them to enjoy 

the game up to the level of which they are capable. Now if' you 

are not able to give the time enough to enable them to improve, 

then you don't do it. You just forget about it and concentrate 

on something else. I think that we should concentrate on rugby 

because this school is a rugby school. ••• it's traditions are 

steeped in rugby o o ••••• 

End of recording 

No follow~up comruents 
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I stayed at St. Peters for 8 years until they decided we should 

go Comprehensive. 

Yes, then this place opened. We carne here, initially I came as 

an also-ran. The Headmaster had appointed no Head of P.E • 

.Actually he had appointed Mr. M. as Senior Teacher in charge of 

boys Pastoral work or whatever, and he thought that he could do 

the Head of P.E' s job as well which just shows the exact standard 

he holds my job in. 

Is he still the Head? 

He's still the Head. Af'ter a short while I stuck a couple of 

applications in for Head of P,E, jobs elsewhere and it wasn't 

until I asked him for an actual written reference, not to be 

put down as a referee, and he said, "No, s1Jrely ,iust a referee," 

I said, "No, there's the application form - reference from your 

Headmaster." That was on a Friday morning and by 2 o'clock on 

the Friday afternoon I had been offered the Head of Department 

job to stay. Here we definitely had to build from scratch, 

there was pure chaos. And I'm not sure that I have sorted it 

out even yet. But at least I've got some sort of control over 

it. I found it very hard to work here, to a very great extent 

unrewarding, the staff generally. I don't think it's putting it 

too strongly, to say they are embittered. Certainly the male 

staff. There isn't any apparent avenue of promotion for them 

within the school or within the area in the foreseeable future 

and I can't see their lot improving. Speaking for the fellows, 

I can't see that they deserve anything. Neil can teach, he can 

tee.ch quite well but he's thrown in the toV<rel a long time ago, 

once again illustrating the method of' appointment. Peter was 

appointed, I believe, when it was carefully calculated that I 

would be on holiday. I couldn't possibly attend the interview 

otherwise he would never have got the job. His wif'e 1 s family 



just happened to 1)e friends of the Head teacher 1 s family. 

Consequently I arrived back from holiday and one day I got 

a phone call g from a bloke introducing himself as r'lr. Lister, 

my new member of staf'f. I was surprised to say the least and 

when I found out the full details I was b •••• y a1moyed. On the 

other hs.Dd a. few years ago County annoulli.:ed they we:ce going to 

give 4 extra points to every seconde.l'Y school, every comprehensive 

school within Cleveland, and I was assw'ed that I was going to get 

one which would have made me the first Heacl of Department in 

Hucklebrough on a 4. Most of the seconds in the Departments that 

aren't as big as mine are on the same scale as me. I was to be 

the first but of course County have, since then cut back. 

I am assuming you are on a Scale 3 now. 

Yes. Second in J:i'rench Department is on a scale 3, second in 

English Department is on a scale 3, second in ma.ths department 

is on a scale 3, there e..re threes and fours flying all over the 

.Place in the science department. We are just not considered., 

How is your morale right now? 

l.Iy morale is very well. 

Because when I came here a v1eek on Ji'riday, whether it viaS a bad 

moment E>J1d I thought. My God, I felt you were uptight, there ·was 

a tension there, I thought. I should never go in •••••• I thought 

you were living on your nerves at that moment but you are so 

relaxed now, you are a different man. 

'{fell it's only two years e.go that I su.:ffered from alopecia. A 

di.rty great bald spot appeared in the middle of my head and that was 

tension. I went along to the Doctor and said, nwhat the hells the 

matter?" He said~ "It's an..xiety, old son~" There v:as only one 

explanation for that. You tend to have more problems, recently, 

certainly~ I've had far more problems with the staff than I have 

with the children. ·what can you do? You can't get rid of them., 



So in the social relationship field your problem is a staffing ••••• 

As skipper of the boat yours is a problem of staff and not a pupi 1 

Yes. Frincipa11y. I mean we have plenty problems with our pupils 

we' vr:; gut l;he sarne old mixed bag. 

But they don't drive you round the bend. You can cope with thab_ 

Well it's much easier to knock them into line. If staff create 

problems, which they f'requently do. You see last year I spent all 

my time on this site. For a few years I have, I clidn't teach on 

that site at all. So Lister went off wingeing, "Why should he have 

to go up and down?" "Vlhy should Harvey have to go up and down? And 

I sit there all the time?" So that's f'ine. I go to the lower 

site, it's easier at the lower Eite. I've just been there now. 

They are first and second years down there? 

They are only f'irst and second years dovm there, yes. So little 

second year games -it's a doddle. Nice af'ternoon like this it's 

money f'or jem. But I come back up here and I find there is all 

sorts of bloody chaos. So you come back f'rom lower site and you 

sort out the problems that have arisen because of their lethargic 

incompetence. Certainly at (previous school named) I enjoyed going 

to work, I might not have been conscious of' it at the time but I 

enjoyed going to work. I'm afraid I get very little pleasure here. 

But I suppose that the other a.re;\.l.ment is that I don't get paid 

for enjoying myself, I get paid for doing a job. I'm quite sure 

you do it 2 lot better when you are enjoying it. 

Now then, ezylain this one to me then2 because you put in a good 

deal of extra time, lunch times, afternoons. You needn't. Your 

contract doesn't say that you should, so why do you? 

There's only one reason why I do, the people that upset me are the 

organisers, the Heads, the Governors who do the appointing 2.nd all 



that and on scver:::d occasion;:. I've thought, now to hell ·with 

it, that's it, I'm tlrrovring the tonel in and I'm not doing it. 

But if you do that you':r·e not getting at the Headmaster, you're 

not getting at the bloody silly adviser or anybod,y else, you're 

only getting at the kids, and if you're in teaching for any 

:r·eason at al1 it's because you would relate with kids. You 

realise, or you think, what you're doing is important. You 

think kids are important and you're there to work with kids. 

And if the time comes when I really dip o1J.t and do not work 

with the kids it 1 ll be time to get out of teo.ching altogether. 

Not just out of P.E. 

~t in the sense that you are still working with kids from 9 till 4 

isn't that e. fair whack? 

It's a fair whack, yes but ••••• .A lot of teachers since we went 

Comprehensive, folmcl themselves unable to cope with mixed ability 

teaching. The P.E. teacher is alwe,ys, e.nd he.s always, been working 

with mixec1 abi1i ty people. Generally speaking when you are working 

in your own time, most of the time you are ·working with what they 

might consider to be a good 'O' level class, they ore s·cill mixed 

ability but everybody is of a reasonallle level and you are working •••• 

on the other hand if you are war king with the weak swimmers, everybody's 

weak. So you're not in the mixed ability situation and there are 

talents that need to be brought out, that you can't possibly get 

within the time we have availe.ble. 

If' I were asked the same guestion I think that's the one the.t I 

would go for because you haven 1 t got time in currie ulum time. You 

just begin to stir a few things. You're held back and those who 

have any potential - it never emerges. 

YeE, but the answer to it would not be to have more curricvla time 

because certainly with the dummy groups, we get them from third year 

onwards, we get them inc ompulsory sets and their intelligence 

determines which compulsory set they are in. Now there is quite 

often a reasonable level of physical talent, but you've nearly 



always got the trouble makers and you spend almost all of ymu· 

time sorting ou.t the trou.ble makers, not working with the decent 

kids or the ta.lented kids, you.'re sortin-e; out the trouble makers. 

t:i.me no vo.lu.e, I've e:~xtra period for· 

the kids this year, a third P.E. lesson, they're on three P.E' s 

possibly a. double games, possibly an e:A.'"ira double P .E. 

Is this in the fifth year? 

Fourth and Fifth. But fifth year games is going on now out there. 

I shoula. be out there with the 5th year games but I would be 

spending my time 1cnoc1cir .. g hell o1.1_t of th.e trottble ITiaJcerE. 1~atl1er 

than working with the decent kids, so extr2.-curriculum time isn't 

the answer. 

On the contrary. I'm arguing in different 72laces that ma..ybe the 

curriculum time it's got what it can get out of the time by the 

E:!ndn of the third yea:r. I would push it to the fourth year because 

there are some schools still making the fom·th year work. The 

Fifth year, by and large in a number of schools, in the schools 

that we practice in, it is just a battle. It 1 s not doing the teachers 

any good. It's not doing the kids any good. They would be better 

ditching it. There's half the ldds missing, in some schools 50% of 

the kids are not there. In other schooLs those that turn up are sort 

of pulling the •••• oh, you know, every skiving trick that you can 

imagine, so that the lesson is taken up not by getting on with aeything, 

nobody is being taught anything, you're just inducing chaos. 

I thin.k if I pop across a.nd get my mark book I'll show you that that's 

not entirely true. 

Ylell I wasn't suggesting that it was true here at all. I'm just 

suggesting that in so many schools that's one story and I'm not embarking 

on a teacher-bashing I'm just trying to sympathise with the ·or oblems and 

come up with some •••• you see I can't see any solution to your problems. 

1 think that you can't see any solution to your staffing problem. You've 

got two scale 1 people. I'm thinking in terms of the men now, bitter 



and pulling out and they're no damned use to you. I mean I don't 

know what they're doing for the pupils. I really don't know. I mean 

they are just looki!)g for escape routes and if they don't get__yscape 

routes they are going to fester. They'll go sour. And what can you do 

about it? Nothing. That's a terrible dilemma ~..J;j]ink. Except I think, 

enjoy J_,. 
Gllt:: war·k that you're doing with your pupils, and prestunably 

that's where your satisfc:.ction comes f'rom. 

Well yes, but there isn'-t u.s much satisfaction as there used to be, 

because you can't spend the time working with ;;,'OUI' pupils because 

you're spending your time working with so many other things. 

Looking 1);;~ck ••••• , because you've been teach in,;; now what ••. ? 

'1'/ell I would say, including the Junior School I've got aboti.t 17 

years in. 

Of that teaching batch, which are you most proud of? 

The work I did at (previous Secondary Boys school) 

That was the peak of yoUI' work? 

tim. 

I didn't come here, when I started this research four yea:r's ago 

and had to abandon it, but I did get to one or two schools in 

Hucklebrough and T felt that Hucklebrough f'our years ago, every­

thin.g was booming, everything was at a peak and I've come back 

just no1·r and I find that it's dribbled to nothing, there has been 

such a decline. 

Yes, we are still achieving a hell of a lot more than -the other 

schools in the town. ','There the other schools in the town he.ve 

perhaps 2 or 3 football teams we have 10. 

You must be getting help :from other colleagues for that? 



I get a hell of' c. lot of help from the academics, it would be 

impossible to do the work that we are doing. Our basketball is 

overall definitely the strongest in Hucklebrough and it's a 

very lean year when we don't have at least one county cup :for 

basketball. Yle always do well at athletics. We alwe.ys do \'Jell 

at swimming, 'Ne still have a high level of attainment and that's 

done outside and it's done by a lot of people. Town :football 

would be non-existent without the staff of Dove dale. And there's 

not a single member of the P.E. staff involved in that, 

Explain that one to me. 

Well the fifth year town team is run by (named colleague 1) who 

teaches in the maths department here but is fifth year tutor. 

Is he a coach? 

Freliminary coach. The fourth year team is run by (named colleague 2) 

and (colleague 1) jointly, (;~)is on a year's secondment at Carnegie 

to become a P.E. man. He's a full badge soccer coach and he's to and 

fro at weekends to look after the 'l'own team. The third year Town 

team is run by (colleague 3) and (colleague 4), (colleague 3) is the 

historian and (colleague 4) is chemist and head of third year, the 

secretary of the Schools Football Association is (colleague 5) who 

teaches R.E. here at the moment, is taking over as Youth Tutor after 

Christmas, and apart from that I have people from the Art Department 

run..ning teams. The second in the English department runs a first 

year team for me. A scale 2 History teacher runs the first year 1 D' 

team, second year 'A' team, and second year 'B' team are both run by 

(colleague l) who is the fifth year tutor. Third year 'A' team is 

run by (colleague 5) the secretary of the Schools Footl)all Association, 

third year 'B' team is run by (colJ.eague 6) who teaches pottery and 

art, fourth year 'A' is run by (colleague 3), Geographer, fourth 

yeer 'B' is run by (colleague 7), second in the maths department. And 

the fifth year 'A' is run by (colleague 8) who is English teacher :1 

remedial. Unfortunately he is leaving us at Christm.:cs but (colleague 9) 

Head of Chemistry will take over from himo 
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You see that's a success stcu.oy in terms of staff relations in a 

C omprehe nsi ve school in 1979 o 

It takes c.n o:wd'ul Jet of diplomacy to. o .for me to keel1 t.hese peo}>le 

right o 

That's right. Yom's is a pu"blic relc:.tions job there. 

Oh yes. 

Because it coulo.n't operate with.out their help 

But we also find that as we get new youngsters (teachers) in, 

whereas in the other schools where nobody' s doing anything, the 

youngsters don't want to do anything, as the youngsters come to 

'J.,s they see that the done thing is to be involved. So I let them 

stew for e. couple of \'tceks to settle down, let them feel the 

atmosphere where everybody's talking sport, everyboa;y' s involved 

with the kids and I scy, "would you like to run a team for us?" 

And in 5o% of cc:..ses they say, "yes, I'll do something for you." 

In fact at times we've had people waitine; in the wings for somebody 

to leave so that they could get a team. 

Is that the advantape of a chm'ch community? 

I don't think so because quite a few of the people who are working 

for us are in fact non-catholics. I think the church community has 

something to do with it but on the other hand if that were true ll 

the girls would get more help whereas the girls P.:E:. staff have to 

do it all themselveso 

That's right. The womerls story and the men's story are poles ap'll't. 

Poles o..part~ absolutely. I suppose the arguments are that the ladies 

get rnaxriecl and have children to run home to and look after o That 

sort of thing. I'd need. a lot of convincing on this one actuallyo 



I think that 1 s a very complex one because I think there is a sense 

in which the sheer history of women 1 s P .E. and the P .:1!;. people unlike 

the men put themselves apart from the rest of the school. It's partly 

the P.E. specialists f'aul t and they never try to do what you're cloin;:; 

by trvin.c: to enJ i.st the co-operation ::;.nd h~ln ;·ri tb teams. Tl~e vic·men 

don't want to be identif'iea.with P.:E:. a lot. 

It could he right but I'm not very convinced. I'm quite Scl.T'e Judy 

woulu. snap anybody' s hand off who offered. to help. She is a very 

very good girl, Jua;y. Ind O.ent.ally, she isn't technically second 

in the department, Mrs. Clish is technically second in the o.epart­

ment. Another wonderf1.J.l appointment by our hierarchy~ 

So you're on e. scale 3 then you've got Mrs. Clish on scale 2 and 

Judy on a scale 2. 

And both of those scale 2' s were inherited from the previous 

.schools, when we e.ctualJ.y came comprehensive. i;b:'s. Clish came from 

the Convent which 1vas 2. Girls' Grammar School and Judy came from 

(na.rned Secondlll~y School) with me. They both he.d their sce.les, their 

present scales, when they came. In fact they hc.ve gone back..,iards 

because they were both on tl-_e old scale 3, they've gone back to a 

scale 2. Bece.use Mrs. Clish made an awful lot of fuss, as she alv~2.ys 

does about riie being appointed Head of Department, she was made 

second in the department and ::.he has proven herself to be an 

incompetent problem throughout the time she's been here. 

\'ihen I was havinr, a cup of tea in there the other da,y it was a 

stressful situation. 

She is. She's like the.t viith the children and I cannot get rid of 

her. Her Doctor says sl:.e is f'i t to work, even though the psycLiatrist 

has seen her and sa;;rs she requires hospital treatment. 

So she's really pouring all her problems onto the pupils? 

Onto the pupils, onto anybody who'll listen. No doubt you. 



':{ell I just sat and it all came pouring out. 

She is very mrfortunate inasmuch as her hus1!2_Yl.(l_ died le.st yectr 

of the break-in. People were sympathetic for a wl1ile but she's 

been the same for the seven years that vre 've been here. J' ve seen 

no real change in her in the seven years we've l)een here. She is a 

mtwh bigger problem than any of the •••••• it's ridiculous. 

You are on a knife edge 2ren't you? You know, with staff relationships, 

I don't know how you cope. 

Well I avoid her. Occasionally I can't. She's been causing trouble 

with the second year. She claims she is unfit to take games lessons. 

She's been told tl1.:1.t she has to go out and take games lessons, so 

she started to avoid going out in the cold. Like big kit inspections 

and every child had to have their P.E. kit labelled, not only 

labelled but labelled in the place where she said it must be labelled 

and when they didn't do so she refused to teach them. I told her 

that she had to teach them and she said, "Oh yes, ab~ight ~" Then 

the kids came back and complained that she had refused to teach them 

again and I went and told her again, and eventually after several 

complaints f:rom parents, after the second year tutor was bringing 

all her problems to me, that she had created, I'm not getting at 

the second year tutor, the second year tutor is a very nice girl, 

but I'm getting static from the pastoral peoples from parents all 

because of her. She is sorted out now but next week probably another 

problem. It's a very very difficult situation. 

Impossible. I don't know, if you're in a trap situation and you feel 

as though you can do something about it then O.K. you can live with 

that because you :feel that you are actually doing what you can. But 

I can see that you are in a terrible trap situation there vrithout 

being able to do a thing. 

Well the Deputy Heads and the Headmaster and all the rest of it 

just don't want to know, about an,y problems let alone this one. 
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I mean if' she causes trouble oround the school you know, she's 

late, she doesn't mark her :cegister, this sa:r·t of thing, she 

sends her classes away late, people complain to the Headlnaster 

or tbe Deputy Heads a.nd they bri11g thei:c complaints to me to 

sort out. There's no way they 111 approach her. Nob oily will 

approach her it always has to be me. 

However broad your shoulders it bears down on you. 

I have very broad shoulders but I'm afraid its worn me down quite 

considerably over the past two or three yecrs. 

You must be adopting a sort of personal 'Williams' philosophy. 

Oh I certainly don't get the work out of mysel:f or out of the kids 

that I used to. Certainly not o I'm far from satisfied. There are 

.some superb kids who do brilliantly but if I put my hand on my 

l1ea.rt nor1 I n1ust sa.y 1~he:y· a-lm_ost do it despite meo I just don.'·i:; 

he.ve the drive and the enthusiasm I used to have. 

If you could design your next five years, next ten yeaxs, what 

would you like to do? Would you look for a new school, a different 

Catholic school, would you get out of teachinp;, supposing you had a 

choice - that is a career choice - divorced from family. 

If I had a career choice, I thought I might have actually, the Head 

of the lower school is retiring in the near fuhJT'e o How I y;ould have 

been in with a reason<:,ble chance for that o But, unfortunately, because 

of the staffing cuts etc o they are not replacing the Head of Lower 

School. I calculated on that one that if I could get the Head of 

Lower School, and have out of 25 or so periods I would teach, a 

little bit of general subjects and perhaps 1.5 P.E o and games, I 

t.hir.lk I could enjoy that for a period of five to ten years. 

But that's retreated into o. o •• 
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I can't re::cll:,r ~ce any avenue open at the moment, other than 

going on to the pastoral side of things, Year Tutor, where I 

would be on the same scale I'm on now, equally harrassed. I 

can't reallj' .see any avenue not only for myself but for any Head 

of P.E. in the town. The Head of P.:S. :;_t Aiclen is away trying 

to do a degree course in one year, I don't think he has a g::rea-t 

deal of hope doing that. And as I understand he's got the last 

year of secondment that's liable to be thrown out for a long time 

an:;lway so there's not much hope for the rest of us nov;. Anyway 

I'm not quite sure how much I'd want to do that if I go on. 

There is absolutely no prospect of deputy head, head, for people 

like myself. It's the position where all P.IL :pP.c-rple J.ike myself 

who remain at the chalk face ultimately arrive, some people have 

got out of it in different ways, 11K11
, he' s got a reasonable che.nce 

of becoming a deput;:,r head, l)Ossibly •••••• 

Is he from this school? 

He's from the olC!. ;:;chool. The old Grammar School. But he did an 

Open University degree, followed by a years secondment, I don't 

know whether it was for an M.Sc. or what it was for, but I'm 

certainly not prepared to spend the next four to five years 

blasting away at a bloody Open University degree. I couldn't 

possibly do the work I do at school and do it. And the little 

bit tl-•3-t I see of my family anywey would go, so I'm not going to 

do that. I suppose I sha.l1 just h.s.ve to hang around here until 

they offer me early retirement or something. 

If I r·earl the situation ri,.gftt, there are two 'thl.~~ };.hat .!}!ight b£1J?. 

If' there were a change of' head who at least would recognise what you're 

doing be.oause you say tho:t <.::.11 :Jrou' ve done since ever you came here has 

£.~en, and there's been a hell of a lot done for the pupi 1~. 2 o there i.: 

a ,13ati sf'action from working with the pupils because tl1ere is a sense in 

which some of them at least appreciate what 1 s being done and_ there _:h-?.. 
the satisfaction of seeing the effects of your war'k through the pupils. 

But this Hea.d seems to me to be, he just disregards P.E. 

Oh he's very proud of the cups we bring back. He's delighted 1)y 

the cups we bring back. I don't think he 1 s untypical of' any Headmaster 
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in Hucklebrough. 

I get the impression there 2.ren' t many of them very inter<o;:,-~::;G_ 

in ·wh.at' s goir':g on from 9 til1 k_o 

He puts the emphasi~ on :ccc.-.: r1enic s. He gives academics all the money. 

Qu.ite honestly our 'O' level maths res·..;_lts lc;.st yea.r 5 out 

of 300 children we got 8 '0' level p2.ssc:s, And he hasn't even done 

anything about it. 

Have you any children in the school? 

I have. 

You must be worried about this. 

l1ly daughter is in the second year at the moment. She is reasonably 

bright. She's in tlw to11 e,Toup for e>rerythine, and when she brings 

home her maths homework, she's doing, generally messing about with 

stuff that I didn 1 t see once I had left the Junior School. It's 

absolute rubbish. Mind I'm not particularly concerned because my 

me.ths axe quite su:f'f'icient to teach her 'O' level and, poor kid, 

from next yeaJ.' onwards she'll have me, as well as him. It's not 

fair on the kid. 

How many children have you got? 

Two girls. 

Is she the eldest? 

She is the eldest. There's another one to come. But the other one' 2 

a bit brighter, I think she 1 11 probably find her own way. 

It 1 s worrying none the less. 



Oh it 1 s ·.:orr2r:i.nc;. I 1 m not perticularly worried about many of the 

subjects. The Science Department is very good, the English Depart-

'lient ic: c;ood, History Department .seems all right. Most of the 

They he.ve Drobably got a scale 4. scale 3. 

They have got a Senior Teacher, Scale 3, and ~r that I think they 

are probably all on 2 1 s. I can't think of one that 1 s on a 1 an;yvray. 

Oh, I'm sorry, they hc.ve a scale 4 as well. If' you include (named 

colleague) who is 5th Year Tutor. He 1 s on a 4. Then there is the 

seeond iL1 De_pa:r··b11ent who is on a 3, so they;ve got a - if yolfd like 

to call it -a 5, a 4, a 3 and several 2's. 

Supposing you had a lad in the schoo 1 now knowing that the stagnant. o o 

because there is a stagnant pattern now in P.E. There are no avenues 

either into recreation, organisinr;, lecturing which is what you should 

be doing now. In the r.areer sense. But there you're trapped with an 

unenviable team. There is no more dif'f'icc.dt team I think that I can 

think of' off hand. 

I have an extremely good girl in Juay and Ele.ine has got a lot going 

for her, she 1 s young and inexperienced yet but she 1 s got a lot going 

for her. She 1 s a worker. 

And she should pick trp much from Judy 

She is. 

But there's nothing goinr: to help those men. 

Nothing at all. 

Because they are stuck here unless they get out into industry. 

Anyway I think you were going to ask me would I advise a son of mine 

to go into P.E. 

That's right. A son or a boy from school? 



No o Quite definitely not o I 1 ve had an awful lot of' pleasure and 

I think I have achieved a reasonal)le amount, b11t I wouldn't reconunend 

anybody to plough that f·urrow because for the pleasure you get out of 

it I'm quite sure I could have found another job where I could have 

but I would have had a damned site easier li:fe for myself and people 

would have thought I was a much more important person thv.n I am nov1, 

not that that means anything to me. 

You would have seen a lot more of y01xr family than you hAVe. 

Oh yes definitely o 

You'd certainly be paid more than you are. 

Yes. 

I'm not so sure about the fulfilment. I think that 1 s something 

where you don't know. Because you have had a lot of fun out of it 

haven't you? 

Oh yes a hell of a lot of fun. 

Do you still get a lot of' fun out of it? You've come back this 

afternoon you see, absolutely full of it haven't vou? You've come 

back from that second year F;<"cmes and you've had e. hell of an 

afternoon. 

Yes its •••.• 

\Vhich da,y of the week do you not look forwo.rd to? As f2.r as the 

kids are concerned? 

Oh Monday o I start off on a i:Ionday with 3, 7, 8 and 9 games. That 1 s 

a class and a half all to myself, 4-5 kids, first two on a Monday 

morning. I've always got a bad head anyway becau.se I'm a drinking 



man. After break I have the worst class in the :i:''ifth year, which 

is the worst class I have ever had in my fifth year fo1lowec'l. by 

J\n:l how many are there in thai: worst class ever had? 

30:: You l.lSU~ll~,r get about 20-.25. or the 20--25 ~you. \vill get 8 per"lJl.:J,1lei1t 

skivers supported by their parents so I just give them a good hiding 

every now and :1gain just to let then know I'm still there and stick 

them in e, corner and if they open their mouths again •••• and by the 

time I've got through all this a good chunk of the lesson is gone 

and then I take the decent kids out of the group and I do Hhe.t I 

can for them. And that 1 s followed by another group - fifth year 

which is more or less the same stcry, you know, they are nearly as 

bad. In the afternoon I go to the lower site and I have a double 

games with second year which is ustially quite enjoyable and then I 

come back and hc.ve a double with fourth year, double P.E. period 

first lesson and I give them a bloody good sweat. },nd then I t,:,_ke 

thew out of the gym, chan(Se them and give them a sw:i.mming lesson. 

So by the time := get to the afternoon it 1 s not too bs..d but in the 

morning, you know, looking forward out of one jaundiced eye, nine 

o'clock on a Mono.ay morning its bloody hell. It doesn't get any 

more fnn as you get older either. Plus I have c..nother third yeai' 

gc..mes group fi:cst thing on F-riday morning, 3, 1 2.nd 2 which is a 

normal size group. The first he.lf' term I did rugby with them both 

and the second he.lf term I'v-e done soccer •::ith thel!l both. Novr I 

was further fonva.rc1 with 3, 1 and 2 c:nd they are su~Q11osed ·co be 

a problem class, by the way. You're supposed to have all the badoies, 

but I got more out of 3, 1 and 2 in the first fortnit:;ht than I got 

out of 3, 7, 8 <:<.nd 9 all half term, because with 45 l:::ids what the 

hell can you do? Vihat can you do with 45 kids all at one go? 

So that's a timetabling thing isn't it? They are sending too marw 

groups at the same time fC!l:" too few staff, 



Well we just haven't got the staff. 

On the F-..cida,y that I came I went to the timetabl c., .there '.'!ere more 
.L --
UU 

No I think it 1 s :five occasions in the week when a member of the 

P.E. stf>.ff does two people's jobs. VllJich gives ten periods. Which 

means that I am a third of them, teacher understaffed? 

.And vou told me on that FridaY that you' C. made a case in committee 

of the whole staff council or whatever you call it, that it had been 

conceded and yet ref'used. I would react in a very angry way. 

Yes, but what can you do? You get up on yotrr hind legs and prove 

a point conclusively ancl. one by one all your objectors drop their 

heads, they know they're l)eaten, then the Headmaster says, "well we 

appreciate yom· problem Brian and we kno'.'.' how hacd you work" c,nd all 

the rest of it, 11buc· the situe.tion is somethint;.,.,," Ee doesn't put 

it quite like that but that 1 s what he meant. The veto was applied. 

I mean I have beaten him on ~~ :fevi oecasiN:tB. On a few occasions 

where I've ce.lled meetings c;,nd he's stuck hiE; nose in and decided 

that it was going to go agEdnst me. I can now jua.ge just when veto 

is about to c orne and I say, "Right, I thir.Jz it's time to take a 

vote, e.ll in fe.vom·." And he'.s left without a leg to stand on. 

Bltt tb.at • s or1 relatively minor thine;s, on more major tl1j.ngs he 

just applies the veto and on you go, whe.t can you do? As I said 

before, you ce.n' t talce it out on him you can't te.ke it out on the 

Deputy Head the only peolJle who you can really get angry with ctJ.'e 

the kids and make the kids s ui'fer. I mean I can tell him to p ••••• 

off, I haven't act1J.ally told him to p •••• • o:ff but I've told him in 

no uncertD.in terms ezactly what I thought of him. Not Tnllch good 

it's done me, No gooc1 \'ihE'.tsoever. 'l'l-:e fc.ct that we 3.r'e :l. tl!ird 

of a teacher shor·t, I told (named c ollee,t;ue) when he was doing 

the timeta.ble that he v;ouldn' t get anybody to follow the sort of 

pl~oc;ramme, to come in p<:Jrt time, "Oh we will," he said, "we will." 
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And then we came -back after smnmer and he said, "We can't get 

anybody f'or this." I secid, "I blood;y told you so." "Well, wbe:.t 

aJ."e you e;oing to do about it?" ]-Je asks me, And I so.id, 11 You Cf!Try 

the rest of it and eventually they provided me with an answer 0 

Well, the g£oups are too big so you send the ones that you're not 

going to take, the number over 30 to such and such a classroom 

and we'll get somebody to sit with them, which means that I'm 

going to have to say to the kids, "You are not getting any 

Physical Education this year, you're not getting a games lesson 

this year'' and it 1 s bloody moral blackmail. They know I won 1 t 

do it. They know I won't sa:y ~ ur 'm sor:cy son, but you ':re nut 

getting any P.E. You're not getting any games. They know I'll 

say 0 .K. we 1 J,.l double up. So we double up. 

And you are doing that 5 times a week? 

I'm not doing it 5 times a week but its happening 5 times a week. 

Judy has a first year P.E. lesson with 4B first year girls for a 

double, in the gymnasium, on her own. Apart from the fact that 

the gymnasium is no way big enough to accommodate 4B in the changing 

room, it's not bie; enough to accommodate 48. It's a little one at 

lower site, so she has to pop half of them into the changing room 

and half of them into a classroom and sort of dodge backwards and 

forwards supervising them getting changed then take them into the 

gymnasium where there's no way she can do her job. 

There must be a better W$Y of doing it than that surely? 

There is a better way of doing it than that. This is 5, 6 and 7 she's 

got, is to take 3, 7 and appoint a teacher to take them at another 

time, but how? I mean I could me.ke them change the timetable if 

they provide a teacher. A teacher can 1 t be f ou.nd, as I say, I knev; 

last year that I woulcl.n' t be able to get a teacher who woulo. hrrn 

in for the first two periods on a Monday morning, last two periods 

on a Tuesday afternoon. Ji,irst two periods on a Wednesday morning, 
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last two on a Tlmrsday. I mean it's obvious you are not going 

to get anybody to do that. Particularly when you want two people P 

you want a man to turn up 3 times and a woman to turn up twice o 

No way will you get that, because they wouldn't get as much 

f'or working part-time like that than they would on the dole 

Vine makes the timetable deci.:;ions? Does the boss taJ(e them or 

is there •••••• 

One of the Deputy Heads does the timetable and spends about 6 

months doing it and he makes the decisions - and you go and 

fight with him. And if you are not satisfied and go over his 

head the boss will support him. So yo·u' re wa.Bting yo1.Jr time. 

I attack them every year, I spend the first couple of weeks 

making life awbvard but they know eventually I '11 run out of 

steam and •••••••• 

I 1 m ame . .zed you've gut as much heart as you have. I think that 

I would have packed in by now. 

I've still got the best school in Hucklebrough you know, 

at least. 

But you are really carrying that on the good will of a lot of 

very good friends. 

Oh a lot of good friends, yes. 

Which you'll nourish. You'll keep those like hell. you will. 

Actually, the most of these names I've mentioned are people who 

help us out at school, you know we have a pint together most 

nights. So.o •• oi don't say we never have a few harsh word.s but we 

are friends, we are friends rather than colleagues. That makes life 

a lot easier o 
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·i1l1a. t 1 s the friendship pattern within the Department? Do you drink 

or have meals or coffee with Peter and. Neil or .• , •. 

more bolshie, dissatisfied, and we just drifted out of it. Five 

years ago we would be in the Woodcutter at five thirty every 

night together. After ocrr practices, you know, we'd get the 

kids away and come opening time we went for a pint then went 

home. That was five years ago. Things have deteriorated drastically 

since then. Principally in the summer term when we are away at 

Athletics matches we get along well. 1,'le go for a drink and that 

sort of thing but it' ~ very r a.r c now o 

You've seen so many generations of kids th.rough. through so many 

of your schools. What do you reckon P.E. is doing? In other words 

kids have been to school for eleven years; five years in a secondary 

school, at the end of the day you must look back and say. "Christ. 

what have I done for these kids?" 

Well, I've gone very much away from the old growth and develorment 

sort of thing, I think what we're doing now is taking kids, giving 

them a choice for their after school life for some sort of healthy 

participation. That is very necessary, that r:e show them around, 

we show them what 1 s available but what I insist on very very 

strongly is that they are equipped to go out with good attitudes, 

knowing the disciplines involved, knowing what it's all about, 

I always say to the teachers who are taking teams, "I '.vant the 

kids to play iYJ the correct spirit, in the correct way, I want 

them to play wel1 ~ jf you win anything that 1 s a bonus." 

So sportsmanship matters all to you? 

Sportsmanship and being equipped for later life~ to go out and get 

involved. \'le are prepe.ring kids for that big nasty world out there. 

It is a problem now in Euck1ebrough and it's going to be a bigger 

problem in the next decade o 



Yes. 

Do -;rou feel committed to that_y~~m. do you feel lockecl in 

because ;you're a Hucklebrough lad. do you feel part of the 

Ilucklel:;r·ough set up·? Do you feel a duty to these kids many of 

WJOm are not goine to get R job? 

our kids involved in the local soccer, the local rugby, badminton 

o.nd the thing is growing, you know, the opportunities in basketball 

and everything eli:e, 2.s you say they ,<J.re go:i.ne; to be complete and 

utter •••• And also even if' they weren't getting jobs and all the 

rest of it, people crashing down with massive cardiac D..l-~rests 

wi tl1 bm~e o.om. We could pre1Jare them to avoid this. As I .say, 

that's my idea, prepare them fm" active involvement when they 

leave us and make sure that they know all about the discipline o.nd 

-the o.ttitude. 

Now I can see that tbrough ymrc soccer, t'ru·ough your badminton, 

through those sort of things. I can't see it through athletics 

and I can't see it through some of the things that are done. In 

Hucklebrough there is no continuity between athletics which they 

g,et a lot of' in fact I'm not sure '!:Jlat they don't get too much 

of in schools because I think that it makes them more pig sick 

than inclined to carry on in the facili-ties thEct are available 

in Hucklebrough. 

You've got a point there but what's your 2,lternative in the 

summer programme? 

I would certainly look for something other than athletics. 

I agree o Look far tennis. I'd love to get tennis going in a big way 

and I've got 6 courts out there o Absolutely del::~pidated and I've 

been fighting for seven years n01v to get them reinstatedo 

So one of your problems is that ••• is then the tennis facilities. 



Everybody says Hucklebrough facilities are great and I think 

that they appear to be great. Every school 1 s got a pool. Every 

pchool' s g_ot a sports hall. But v:ith the kids they've got in the 

timetable structu-re ••••. Do you lose facilities fm' eXl;Lms? 

No. I know some of them have given way but no wey do I. I agree 

with you, I mean on a Friday afternoon ••••• 

This is not to say that Athletics is not valuable •••••• 

I think it's valuable. 

So do I but you can't value it on the basis that it's going to be 

continued. 

I agree with you and yet a lot of my boys in the present fotu·th 

yea:r and the present fifth year a:re very dedicated athletes who 

belong to Town Ha:rriers and I hope will continue. Qt.'.ite a few 

of my past boys are in. 

So that is encouraging. 

There is some continuity, not as much as I would like, but there 

is some. 

But there is a hell of a lot of continuity in .your soccer though. 

Yes. 

I can see that sa;y in your basketball. I think there is a little 

bit of link un with adult clubs~ 

There 1 s quite a bit actually in basketball. There is quite an 

outlet. 

Badminton I think there's guite an outlet. 
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There is quite an outlet. I see across at Old Boys Rugby 

Club I see quite a lot of my kids, they aJ.'e poppin.:s in for 

orange juices while I'm tryine; to peel rnyself of'f the baT. 

End of Recording 

No Follow-up Comments 
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Jtt L.nE.~ JflOJnf.Ylt it is ~lJ ~p"~~·o :~-n the f\rture it mic·l1t ~·:o to-rJoJ_,cls 

~co~rc..pL.; 1 a J don't l~110\V. 

Y o_:~ __ ar.~ __ dg_inc:_ P-\P.:-:I~i;n~, ?.~? ~ _ ___in _ _l"_~JI:tl-J_f'!' _ ~.§~U~§-~_i _sl!l_.fJ tr:.E:J~i-J:J?_:Lf.T.O!!!_ 

k.s:).n:i_ng_. _ _T_:t_ j_s ~!E.~:.S2-.l·§':..l _ _l __ ~~ll}llk':.!.. _ : . .:t·~t_}~_ipd __ C?L.12:r~_ss 2-ll::.~P _512-§. ;yp2!_ 

.<:::!fll~£.~-~ !1£2~? 

On the whole ! found it R lot c~s5Pr oo~in~ into ~-~· ~h~n I ever 

experienced on T .F. Trwt ne.s the only e~~perience I have witt 

conw.cchensives. I found on the whole teachins in F..E. was a lot 

easid'. i'lthough I think: that you ,1rc .shwy.'3 told in comprehensives 

th:c·t. you he_ve, should have, very formal structure, I tbink that's less 

of the case here. I suppose the emphasis is more on recreational 

aspects ... 0 0 0 a 

':'o .s certain e:dent but. tt&.t ;·:e.sn' t the main emphe.sis. It was Elnays 

to•.';e.;c·ds thE d::::velo~Jrnent o:::' skills and that sort of thi::1c; l'8.ther the.n 

.L'ecreational emphasis al thonch tbey do stress the enjoyment i·ias 

iwportant. 

F:r .. e_S.lJ!Ili:~b ly, e;: . .s .Y?_u_ 1i ye d_i!1 _ H~!:<:-~ .. e~!l' 9.l:l.C2 .. ..Y.?..~l ~-g~_ j;_C?_):p..Qy: ~iJ.::.E:. _s or.:t _.?£. 
g,_l)grtil]£_, c _O_ll._£e~_tjg1?:1? .. jj~-~t_ll£.__t_9l~n...!. 

Yes you mean sort of -. ... 
.LlKE- tl:e 0 a Cl 0 " 

X_ov. llOUlq_~ it her !:Je & n~_tb:.:-.J-.1. p.:J0;yer._ 2£_Q._J; 2£:~;'-e;t_ ;p}QYt)I:....£>!2?:- :cJ~i_s. _c2£_j;_ 

oL- ~~t_~_!;]£_,_ '1_-l_~x·~-- yp_u_? 

.:1. bit of everything. 



.s•}ort. T'n: club co~:>ch, but I take :young school children outside of 

the ec1ucc.tion":>l system. I brine 

specialist tro.inin;? as Vi ell on 2. Vfed.nesdo~y evening. 

So yo1..1. __join tbe ~1!21'. 

Yes. 

I think so. 

dovvn h.ere ~ --­
J. u.r· 

Yes. :Cn addition to br:i.n;::·in~· them c1o':in here 1 ts.i~e tte:n on ~nnda;y 

r:o. 'i'hen I un also involved in Badminton here. J:,nd, in oc"lclition, 

outside of' colle€;e, I am also involverl in taking }Jeople under ll>, 

the County Junior Squad, But I don't "brin,o· them here. The coaching 

is done at ~,.:1Jl~bt1Tg:l-: J run a 13ad!Tinton clur.~ fnr -~he college but it is 

f r outside rneL'bers, sort of people Y!ho &.I'e e:.l.rolled. In c<.cldition I 

;".lso h8.Ve an evening: cle.ss in I:iadminton, sort of be.:o;inners, 9.nd they 

include some membere of the collepe plus people from outside. 



~;·;l-~2-t cl se? 
--..-..,..-~-- ~~ -~ .. -· 

I ;:.lso :pl&..',' hockey. B\J.t obviously here it is difficult to teach hockey 

because we haven't got any outdoor facilitie.::: so that 1 s purely 

:cecreatio:n.ul fr:;>m mJr point of vier:. i~l thourJ~ I do if' cla.-::.ses d.ema11d 

it play indoor hockey. 

Yes. 

·~0ich club is it? 

Corinthia.ns, in Hucklebrough. 

Yes. 

There r~_re f~irls vrho vrorlc in of"fices I tbiTLlc c orne along. -4·:..11d the.re 

one ex-student from here ,':;oes alon!?' to play. .c':.nd there 1 s a fen 

schoolgirls on ·the Juniol' team. There are two teams, lst and :2nd. 

Yes .. 

Le,~:.s .st2>hlf' there is " lot more ac1di tions comin: :-~nd going. 



:\nd then J.t Y 1.Jns 

.;1fl.9-.YOtJ~'ll fiJl9- il_1_}:.l~-~~~ _S!:=2_<:md X .. L.~_Q!'., t·,yo schoo.~g~~J:St . ....Ji§X. .. ~!:~:e. 

:l~lteJ.~ITierc_g;:.: .:U.den'.-2~ . .\:::llaL uot? l~he,y will J?lay a~}.j hock_y,.y. So __ 

that' 3 a. ill.c6 link frow_school, .~eems to me to be a g_ooa pathway. 

Is it'? 
~---

If you're good enough, or if you can break down the ties that P.E. 

teachers are pel~haps on the selection committee. 

You a:Lways find that, I thin."k. You have the elite ancJ its breaking 

into it I think. 

tlow do they break into it? ~it is broken. 'ilhat's the~.§.!.QE.Y? 

Sheer ability I think. 

Then perhaps you c ou1d. 

I think so. 

of the schoo}- teams, -~er_p_l_g'{e!'E_ b~1t ~heir~.J:2:.~E..!:~C: is~9.2.~.!'..e.1_ U:.,t:)ir 

rnanners are COlli'Se-?...._~tg.d the~_:i£..E.£..£f'L. the.~ c~=I' .E. teacher i:: ..soi~o 

tal:e him _fl_qE£_to ','! UJ:?.Sl~~ or_ .]if;:_a_Y!!f£.!3...:.. -~T_gdl'-.e !1. ;r __ !!:!l .. ~~ ~~~~ .. s. ii~J?.~ 11.s~_ 

in which i'{~re not truthful with otU'selves vibe~--1~o.t 1'o£.f!J2en~~Qlf.§l!)X 

it's somethj_!l}.LYO.l:_~Y!:_..1).?-.<:>.L!-~:c __ 0J?.9~t .. ..fl~_J'Iell..!.. 

I think they could _possibly t?et the ch&nce. Perh2"})S if they e.re very 

very cotli'se thc:n they wou.lan't hut I think on the whole if they have 

got the ability then they would consider them. 
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Keep on goin::- ,_-;ith your own story. 

I'm e.lso 8 cwmber of:; tennis club. Bu-t -?'::ein thr~_t it: kept ,~~c'irJy 

separate from the job here. Th[:.t 1 s purely for rec2:'e.J.tion • 

. ;u-·u-ou involved in the Town o:r &ny o~I think of 22].iti£li..t. 

Church as well as sport? 

;'To. I wouldn 1 t honestly have the time. Sport teJt.:es up about 100{. 

It 1 s just about every night in the week anyway. 

Do you live in Hucklehrou-~h? 

Yes. 

fl.9~_feel.J..oy.2] to Huck_lebrou~?_J.n other rvords if I_~_J_E._~ __ g_n 

~~3.nd....l'!~~.§.~tack:i:fl£_l_iy_2~lebr~b., would you_~ strong in 

your def' ence of it? 

l\To I don't think so. You see I nasn 1 t born in Hucklebrough. I moved 

here when I was 5 year's old. I rms born in the North East though, but 

I think other places have lots to offer. 

1,-'/hen you left col~ge to~ come ~c~ to the North East though. you are 

lo;za.l t.2.._ t~_t_ exi_~nt •. 

~/ell it y:as e c!--Joice, I thinJc I 1 cl <;i ther ha.ve come back to the north 

East or I r10uld Le.ve stayed in Yorkshire. One of the two. 

You "uite l:Uce Yo:dcshire? 
--~-~~-~ ·~·~-------~~~--

Yes. 

,!Lthe_r-La da,Y.: t,h~.t_zQE.__don 1 t .~c:o}<:. f2£::'!.§!'d ."t!~...£2!1fi..:.nh iltf _l3ec.aty~---~_y~ou've. 

L2.:L ths.,t g_r OUJ2.__S?.f. thc'1 t g_r OUJl~. 

;:ro not really. It depends on the ;3-tudents that you get in. ;.':.no_ each 

year is very very different :from the previous ye!ll' because you .~;et 



pretty much r:. ncr: :Lnte<\::e. 'l'here i:;:.n't such:::. follOii tJ.-rrouch 2-s tLere 

is in school. You see them fror.1 the lst yea1.' to the 5th or 6th ol' 

uhatever. 'rill~e the; Engineer inc Department o Say you h2.ve them bere 

for one ;;,rea:c .::-nd then you loose them. '.11len I first came I sec a 

student stay for '-" term and then I lost them and I didn't see them 

c.gain until perhaps tbe next year. But tho.t's chanced. We never 

get the block release or the day release comin,s into the gymna.sium 

except for recree.tion.al e.ctivities ch1rin&: the dinner bom', :)o you 

onJ.y see full timers on the r;hole. 

7Jo, Engineerinc Department, Business Stua_ies Department aru3. nhat is 

called the H.r.3.C. the Home E~.11£.gem~nt Cotlrse, and the Health a.nd 

Community Service course, P.E. is compulsory :for them. 

OhJ I alll_,£e.s_lly quite :=t~.:s.J-ted b;z that o So._:z.ou ~'=.Y.~_..£:1rls w]l_?_!:.§:.~t 

to do domestic~ ma£l:~_g,em~ nt Qf • .l-i~:thc:LSJ:21_8 __ .2E_ ..:LOY-_<2..:,:'111 b._c-~y~~·~"lj;_i}1~~~'­

_sr_e . .J:~~~~ll..el1~i~~the~_EJ-<2_ment? 

I think there is only one in the whole place, but I take boys as well 

as ,O'irls for P.E. It's more or less equD.l. 

-.'ell I ste.r-:;ed off !·.:onc1.ay mo:crung 9 till ll tal~int; the J .T.Bs. 
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year old m:;,.le students. 

Hor! ma.n;y_ .st.~.dents ~~otLl_d_ ).1:()_11.. have? 

l ~ in that sroup. 

>To all meJ.es • 

. !hat did you _tal~~- _th.em for? 



.1e usHs.lly do ~~- runge of activi ti.e:s. The s:cc: :3ter V1~.riety the 1Jetter I 

thin.k. \le did a sneat i~n:.ininG session to .start off witt. I thirik the 

,_ ,, -- .• 

lJ.L:;..V \::: 
.t.,_-
lJ/.1{.:.! ;ger1eral ability 

and you can knuckle down c-:;,nd do the V1ork es Tlell. 

No. 

I suppose its because I've a.lrm.y~; done it. I used to be a lller:.her· of 

the t~thldics clu.b c:.t Colle.ge. I used to join nith the lads traL:U.ng 

sessions so I found it no problem. In the fin:'l.l year of the. course 

there was a merger with male and fernle departments anCl sometimes we 

had mixed lectures as well. 

1Y.l_1at happens if you get .s..Qm.~_.young engineer being too fresh?~:;kl}& sillu 

ffim o arr_@J2 s i_I1_&__ly_ ... '?.Ul:L!.. 

It happens but not to any great extent. You can more oT less rely on 

the attitude of the others to DUt him in his place. So really, perrw.~Js 

your discipline measures aren't so important as the effects of the 

group I thinl-:::. 

The.t ',!e.s only 20 minutes, just a ':,8X't:< up before ue had a game of 

volleyball. 

Yes, 

Insofar .9;.;?_ in some of._ the s £..h 09__~_j.i_'_s_12 irnpl_;z_~a_J2.§-.'!2X. p:l,iE.di~_:t·~c ~J-2.12 

the toys are p:iven out_, __ the_.y p_};£-Y,t_~ble j;ell_!];l~s__, __ t_L?-.ey • .-elg..y_ badmi.!fJpn 8.1?;_~ 

~acher retires. How tr_l~J:@._s~J.t ~n_your job yeste:r_:-day? 
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the lesson, right at the beginning I introduce a nen sport then ...-
J_ go 

through the dii'ferent types af shot o:c 1:b1tever there ac;ain they know 

the basics. I f'inCJ that they prefer to play the c-ame but if something 

falls down in the 8'fJ,rne situation I say, "all yes, 1·1hat about this, 11 

:3..nd take them out. of tr:e t;ame a.f;o.in 2.nc taJ..:e them ba.ck into the g3.me 

;:,no continue trying to brin;o:; out the different points. So I suppose 

that emphasis is slightly different from r;lc;=.t' s normal in schools. 

Did you intervene yesterday? 

Yesterday I didn't. But sort of previous weeks, yes, I did. I '.EOUld 

teJce them out aru1 sort of emphasise the need to be a.ble to pass to 

people in the group. Name calling, th::;.t sort of thing. So that they 

didn't just send the ball over the net, they had to direct it. And 

it was better to pas::. the ball say to a person nearer the front of 

the net and then passing it strsight across rather th1:-.,n ,just hoping 

to get it over the net without any .•..• l.e. I introduce some tactical 

aspects of the game. 

Yes, 

Sq~oJ:!....f.el t c2!!!Q._~tent. w~~n YOl.;l •. _s_:~~qJ~~.e? To te~:;,ch vollevball to 

tl1ese encineers. 
···- .. -~ ---~----~~------·~-·--

I think so. '.ie had ~;~, background where, I suppose I was sli[htly diffel'ent, 

I onted. 'ile l·w.Cl. options nnd the timetr.ble 1·:as such that I mo.r12..ged to do 

,iust about every sport there was and I thousht it nould ·widen my baclq;c ound 

ond it r10uld be the better if I didn't ili"op anything, even the subjects 

I ussn•t ao keen on. 

'.Vhich Y!ere they? 

I suppose if I ;·re.s truthf'ul, snimming. 



I didn't minu Dance. l rcA1.st ::·.dmit ivben I first star·ted in my first 

year I h~;d a go 2-.t dr;.nce ccno J didn't like it. Tben r1s the course 

'rbere 2.?;ain for e,ll I don't do (;yr::n.s_stics here, I suppose :r 1'/0nld say 

I was i;lso interested in gymnostics. .\ltLou .. ~:J-~, as yet, I haw~n't 

follorred it up. 

I'm in 2. position ·.:1hereby, on the y.;hole, I decit'Ie myself \:hat I c1o. 

~·r o, no. 

They come to vou and you're free? 
• '"-"·"'=-- --·-- ·--~·-·-·· .. --..!1-- .• ----- ----~.-~ • ---=-·--.-~·-

Yes, so I ,suppose T don't have that sort of 1Jl'essure. 

~C:--LC2.U y:ork_from 9 till_l-l witt_;[~". fit.r>~~~~§.~ . ..f:o.:~:.~.:._yol]-e~~l:;::Xb .. ~. 

Q.id yo~.::;_et c:~ _,b_reat~ __ _i;_tlen7_ _ 

Yes I he.c1 ::t bTeak from 11 till 12. Anc1 from 12 till 1.30 then I ·took 

11hot's ce.lled S.'~.C. cluz.s Hhich i.s short traininc course. It's for 

1.mcmployed youn,:--sters. It':::.~ smc.ll c;roup, I think about 2 

~)crtj_culcr ;:;,Toup, 

:}ener2-1 c ommnnications <:cnrl sc,rt of r.hct ·tl;e;y ce.ll life skills 9 preyJaxing 

them for the:: rrorld of r:ork :::nd life in the con1munity, I think that'.s more 

or less it. 



They c oulc be a cliffic ul t .:2" ouEZ 

Yes, "nd tbere l'ic:.s 10 in the group [tt tha·t p0rticular time and I 

hadn't seen that particular geoup before. 1'hey were c:.lread;y wai tint; 

for me in the gym because they had come down ear·ly and I sc>.id, ··~C(ight 

ladies would you like to go in the changing rooms and get changed." 

swec1ring and thD.t sort of attitude. So I just left them ano. came here 

"ogck into my office and pottered about and went back and said, "Oh 

s.ren 1 t you ready yet?n They sort of looked at me .s_;::,<:J aske6. "\iho.t 2cre 

vie going to do"l" And I Eaicl, "Oh since some of you might not have 

games kit ;,;e would do something that was reasonal!ly less energetic" 

so we did Badwinton, 'l'able Tennis and I set to and I think I more or 

less shamed them into coming to help me put up U·e nets, becG.use ',';e 

?.re not useCJ. to the idea of the teo.cher putting the equipment out • 

.And they just sat and watched me. And then one of them said, 11v!Ould 

you like a hand?" .A.nd I so.ic·, "Oh I nould. really apprecic.te that", 

so of com"se they all ;ot invoJ.ve:J ccrld I think on tl·,e \'!hole its the 

problem of the course. They didn't Jmov; why they nere attending 

coJ~ege. They couldn't see &ny poin-t, :3.nd ,~lthough it rn:c,s tl1eir first 

week nobody had sat down and told. them why they r1ere ::::.ttenc1int; colle.:o;e 

:. :.Kl. th~' t s o:ct of tl~illD. ..\n;)'\:G.y ·,-,~e ~;ot tbr ot:.t;t the les so::1 e.nd J showed 

then·, thc.t F.Z. in collet;e i.s o.ifferent from school. •• I actuo~ly 

~ 1;anc1oneo Cioinz Badminton :md Table Tennis l decided th;:~t the;y dicln' t 

11ant to see somethin[ th2.t tl:cy hE:.cl done in schools before, they 

wanted something completely diff'erent, so I thoucht ':.fell they hs.ve 

;:-"ever seen a I<ulti-gym before, so I ex:plaineE the uo:ckir:gs of the Lulti­

f!JI1ll and it was something new, something novel ana that 1·;as it. .~md 

we really enjoyed that. 'fhat n2.B different, so I thought, -,-rell I hu.ve 

broken the ice with that particular group by doing sometbint; that. they 

had never done before. 



re8J.1y burt tlcemselves. 

Yes, ttcy oic1, 

Ye,s. So I real iced ·~.l1ey ne.nteu s ometh nc_ c, little: bit diffe;rent 

f:com the school situ2.tion. So I tl:in.lc the next ceek I did keep-fit 

re2.lise hov: he.ro. they •.-,•ere ">'.ccrkint bec~:•u.se they S8.io tl·e nExt 02~Y, 

how stiff they v;ere. So obviously ttey hr.c1n 1 t c1one a lot of P.E. 

before, or e.t lea,st for some of tLc time. 

I only lost 2 from the course. 2 a:f'ter tlle first neeJ.: anc' then 

another two • 

1"c. So thc.t left 2. It was juE;t throv.g-b the first few ·Neeks, ':!e 

lost 2 a116 one Hc..-:;r or another it seemeO_ to be i:'J1e 2 1+~bo c~Li.dnr t fit 

in the e;roup. .~no once they left, tte sit.u2tion becc;me a rkole lot 

1)etter. 

They ch.:~nge every term I thirJ<.:. 

?_o~_.x.ov:. ~-t j;his _l?:1.t!-.. ~~~E'~Q-~--,)~~.Y~.-.P£<?~'-cn J.b.~ice_ b~f...J:·~<:~~l.:.) 
§E§. _yo1...1. 1 vs. more or ~)es E? .. E.O.t .. tb!~o~.sh ~:c.9_Q12.fh._i.Q_ it 13.till_.c.s::A-.~"11 .. o.£~ 

Yf:S, I ttink on the whole they· seem to enjoy it and ~··•ve ·-:ot :i.t I:;o:ce 

tor.r.JTds tr:::tclitiond. P .E. :!.S Y<e v1ould cnll it •. ::, l thougll I have done '-'-­

Su.perstors competition, that sort of thine. I ':rc:.s t:cyinz; to kecjJ it 



'•' 4:;:/'ll ·'-' . _) - ·--

1-:.re '.;oir t::VPr ~ n thr-: DOE.:i t:i.0n Yl.l-,ere :_ ·/rou~_) o~ sev~ ty~-elvc stronp: 
--·~--........ ---·----<'--~-~- ....... --~----.-....:.-:.-..._-~-- .. •--• _........._,.#-"...._ ...__,_.,..._u.~_.._. __ , __ --~ 

··,'elJ it wol.;ld never be.ppen to th::;_t ext.ent I c3on't thirik. YotJ. mi,zht 

get the od.d ons vrho won't come alone rend I've cl:ecked up on them 

but ••••• 

Oh I think I vJOulo 80 up aH3 talk {-o tl~,e pc;rticuler student c.tout 

it •••• c:clout an;y problen:.'3 they mic;Lt hove about P.B. ~\nd find out 

-;il',at YiE.s wcon.z, So I noull'1 definitely maLe ~' ~:;ersona.l f.'[llJl'oach, 

It seems to me th;:ct .~m£_5_::;. week seems to bc __ io.£.}]-.:_t_!le_:'~ime. You've 

tf..9t_ti.@_~_iQ~f-2~::Es;.t.,.._~:Y~E.-_;__the....Js:,a.cher almo:::~:b be~"i.~en the ~ekl.L_. 

int~~ Or: is that not true? 

It seeus to work alri['·ht. It depends on you.T em1')hc.sis ago.in, I 

thinlc ii' perhaps you tr.Y to do o. developmental proc;re.rnme tLen once 

a week isn't sufficient. If it's purel~r recreation.:tl tl:en I think 

ye;: .• 

recreation. Is i!....ll3Y.thinr; other than that? 

Yes, I thinl-;: so. If you ta.ke evenins cL1sses, thc::n I' rn ,,_ Baomi.nton 

So thE emphasis is, for .~.11 :i:~s :c~ recre;:_tion.cJ_ class, peo~Jle .c.ve 

come because they \.-ant to do P.o.dminton. So tl:erefore I'll clo the 

various skills ['.no break the game down. I'll teach several sbots 

c-_ v;eek then introduce te.ctics :ncl y:,ct sm't of thing. 
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-~re there c.1~1~~ tensi0.£!3 either y,i:~l~~.~~-:~he G.eJ2'2r~~nent or the 

fa~u]:!:z.P1:"'.. thL_c ol_;!.ege ~hat ~ometim_~s~_!.:m_dermiJ]~_c.'l~'.....~?.!l!.~.£!Jil~nt 

v.ri j_;j::J?~ o E:?. 

On the whole J \WUld say I get q1J.ite a bit of job satisfEcction 

from what I do. I sunpose ths.t someL.nes I ,.,j_cl·: th.2t you could 

be certain that ·9eople enjoyed wllcct they r:ere doing. And some­

times you hc'.Ve pro'olems hel'e. 'I'hey might fort;et their kit anc3 

you've just c;ot to sort of keep on at them and say, 1\7here's 

your kit?' ecnd hope that tbey will 1Jril'l{': it next week, or he.ve 

some spare equipment here and let them use it. So I think th.<.t 1 s 

perhaps can't teach them ,-,-hat you've set out to do, ":ib:'<.t you 

hoped to do that partict1l<Str clay. It happens more nith, in the 

past. Two or three years e.go when I took block release clasees, 

i.e. students in collei'·e :Cor one cby per r1eek ,_~nd they only got 

P.E. :f'or a term, half a term Qnd they would come d01vn and you 

were lucky i:f you coulr~ cet them to brL1; plimsolls. You v1ere 

getting somewhere if you could get them to b:cing their plims olls 

to join in a g&.me. So of com"se it restricted the programme 

that you could do. 

Because you couldn't give them a sweat ses;:;ion ariL have them 

:'rot :c·eally. So I founfJ the.t c bit of c.. restriction. On the whole 

people do nori bring their kit because my attitude is nor: getting 

through to them I think, bec;:,:t.Jse I have been here 3 yeBrs, 

Yes, if s omethinn; better \1ICLD offered~ 

If you could design your next 5 or lO___,;years ;7hat nould ;,'OU ides,ll_;'l, 

like? 

·:rell I'm a bit ambitious I think, If it was completely open, 

completely free, I would lik:e to c;o into either high level 

coachinc; in e. pe.rticular s~0ort oT there o.gain say to e. Physical 

Educe.tion college something like that and be responsible for 
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.J. oL!-j ..1...) 

So ,~J':f:·':':.r ~1~~:::e Y·~hr_s_ ;yo~~ .. .C?:k!.J::t_ E_~_c}.}y ~c~_1:·~- .~.OSJl'i:t~[ __ _a:t._tl_,_is :J.!:'-i_te 

<;eriousl>; nor/. I wo1.Ild thinlc. .,na :..tre vou? 
" .. ~- _.....,_""--·~-· ··-----~--~-- .. ~----~'""------··-- ··-~ .,&! .. -~---=-· 

I ]·, ._,_ven' t 

Clone :2 years c'ol1d this is the .stcTt oi' my thiro year·, so I think 

It wouldn't horrify me, but I think I rroul\'J find it 2. bit restricting, 

having a Heac1 of Department sa,ying to me, te1wh suet 211Cl such :~_;1d sueY 

und such a manner and h0ve set expectations. 

3.c..Q}~ YQ.\l...,.',g:~~~-\1'2£2 rp~'llC.l~ i:..I')"_?_?. _f.~G_CO}~t }--:_c}:_r:: ___ :g::_s;J_l._'_'t__;j_gJ:l} _ 1_ c~.:U._9:'tJ.VJ92l~.:-kY 

;:n2~·:.J--..~~1o _ _;_'{01L...Y;:ci;.~''e thG};;__Y.£FL~~-

s;rE ::..t c::teDt. 

}'J}.a,t' .s. A~te(.~_s.tJ.l!&•. J)1e.. :'01:Y yo_l1 _to,l}.c __ al?_ou_t__i:)':,_e _l_:h,oj._so_~ • .. <102Po:t_ts 
:L9~l~ r ~~ ta~ki1_:!-,S_ --~?_9ut ~tl.2.~~-1..=h~ . .2..~~l.t~::.ison bet-.~~-e_r: .~s:J::..~C?l~L,~d. _ _c_£11<S..ile." 



}:'e:craic;sion of the I·'eEuim~1ster to cor:ie e.lon~ here to do ••••.• 

I ilon't think so. 

I'm interested in the trced.it1.2y.tal gap that ocC'f!''S. They_l_<:;.:;t_"l{~­

.scl~g.Q_L_pe o.P-~~-_j;h_9:_t_j_l_aye __ b_e_~~l_ _ _v~ry rso_oA __ §<c_! __ ?ch_?~:::.-1 . . 9! _oQ __ J_t .... 
"ell me r:he~e do they _::;_o'? Qnc:___0~ th~JlnS~~~~~--i~~- ~;}-]~__:'~--~~!~ey __ cg!r~~ 

the ties donn. ''!e l:ave had to r.ork at it I t.bink. I think there 1 s 

a junior netbe.ll 1Jut I s.m not responsible :::·or the netbe_ll it 1 s an 

outsider, a Pal"t-time lecturer. And there is a junior netball class 

e.nd what 1 s called Senior 'Tetball. I think the junior netball cJ.as:= 

now ooes involv::c some peopJ.e from school. Sir.1il::xly c.·t the 

athletics • 7!e 1 ve br our:ht youn~· a:Glllete;; in ::~nrJ ne 1 ve also br Ol.l;:";ht 

young people in for table tannic c.:ric1 judo. But v:e ore only just 

1)eginnin:_:· ·(;c. b:cing them in. 

Y.~l.L_~s-~ .!2~~~}:_a.'!:___j;J:~<;;;re_Jc.s ___ ::-::_j_~ind ~?..f be.r:cier ~.92E£l·:he£E; .. _ be_-l~y'eell 

.§..qhools cU1d yourselv,!~___,_ _ _!:!Ilich OUf~sc not to exist_._:::n~ .Y.,C?_l~ .. Y.O_!-If'_se}.f 

ll.S:..'LO __ s__o_ny.J:.np~§- [!l_UY~..:Lh~I the _JI~e~nner ..i.fl._ .. ,IJhi_cti y_c;_u:.. tEclk §dJ '?,t~_L:Lt. 

}j:lat_ __ you~ r:ould lilce to see t]V:>f..Lbcu·r·i_eJ'S br_oken Clovm._You -,iould 

JJ-.ls.<::. .. io_~~.e- .. ~ _m1.~Q..h_Ji}_2[_e __ f.~.e._e __ :J:.ipJs_.}·l_:i,_tt __ aJ.._J. __ ~h~ .• ~.£]1£Q_ls s_n•3. _y_ou __ 

fee:) a bit .i~ole.te~_El.t th_~_!!l,c:_rn.~r:t!...Jlhere _0.£_e_ j;he . .12..ar:rj.~_r,s? 

I t.J:dnk on the whole~ r.•e ::u'cn't involved in v.•hc.t is ,::·oinJ~ on in 

the :3chools. Schools hc.we S)C':cts da.ys. ·,;e hear by the gro.pcvine 
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Shaw Le_ne HEUTiers I henr it, I never :_':ct inf.Jrined tL:cou;jl~ the 

I mean YIE don't llec-0.' tbc-,t bccE.use •••• 

I'Jo. i.,ltbough there ~·re linJ::: courses no,-; :'or 1 _~.. 1 level ::;-,~'.:,jects 

o..nd pe:chc..ps 1C1 level snbjech: thc-,.t cc,n't be taustt in nchools, 

just because they hD_Ven' t got the teschin_::; .sto .. ff. Aidel1 clo that 

sort And there 2.2;8-in -.-re take •.• although I think 

he,s been stopped again, mentally handicapped. dlildren come in for 

sport here. And they &re undeT 16 to link with 

School in Laithes. 

Ther.f_ is _2:_ ~?-.12.. _2_~tw~~l}_~S ell o<2), __ __g_~(l- _,?:.1"1_ __ iP!E<?F.:~-B::Q-.t • ..£~-~-t_l~ e _2!_ _ ~--~r_e~t:i:.@ 

e.nc1 ,:;-;)ort in town. ;":auld you put it c1ovm to a neutral:L ty a.£!£!1::~ 

teachers or almost a hostility? 
~~--· ----. --=---- ------~a---·---~~-....,.__ -~ .. ~ 

It 1 s dif'ficult to say. It mi~-h~: be host:Llitv but the:ce .:'o''aUJ. I 

don't re2.lly know. 

Ye s I think so • 

~.ef.£':.-l!tse yo1J-._1vi)J-.~2~SP..~!L_~~--£.~pd~n,c: boa.r..:.£ her~..Ji~Yl~;zoc~~t 

~tp.ts _of inf'ormatio~ld_JJe deni_ed to a~d.L.!!ls~.-I......Y!..9_uld ~t)1inlc. 

It 1 s diff':ic ul t. 
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'Jell H is 2. dif'f'icnl t 01'1!;:: but I a on It ----- ~ . -~- . - -·-· 

L . 

'. '• ·-~ 

do netbccl1. 1 

Yes. I thinL so. 

_3unnosirt.E:__.Z~..§.§.:b.d at_ echo?}, ri£.h:L!:.!E Lis voluntro:;z. aJ'ter tl:~ tr._ir§._ 

ye~:J__:.Y.O..lf_ld ;:[():S. 'o~ h C?:£~:i£~eCl_ PY. tt~?_t__7_ 

Yes. 

Eeep i-G ~oing. 

~ut it m~~:;kt mear~_tta't__lliJ_ _ _\~gu.1£.J::.he21 hzwe a c1ifferent _attitud:...~­

.!.9 it -iihe~n- the:y: c<:une he:ce. Yo~ .. ?~!:..J.-. .2..~£.f J:!l.~ _ _j;h~n-..s..:::.. th~ _ _t1.s_ 

h..':l!!.12~ .. nil~ Y/Omen in P8.rti_t;:~t~..:..~-·-~~hE;X,_I,!eJ:"Ve up 't12.e.:... eter~1~l 
netbBdl, hocke;z__~ _they've_ b_eE!l}_doin,,-;: ne_tbs.~.l .• a)ld hock~_in.~~ 

:cl~.fY..-':~.~re .e.~:E_h:L !:m ~-cJ:oJ.l1€. it ?-!1. J:ci!:, __ ?~:.ih o.._n~ .. 5t]1. ye_~~ i".t:a~_:Q! 

1'heg_J;h~_snitch _t2 .. .fl2l_O_pt.:hons svstem whicl~. is net ._:rt 1 ~-JL!ll0t·~~!-

.~Lz.:i,v_:!-_115. _out_.the_ :to;z_s px;_ b.<l.t~~_int;_ y1_i:t_h_ ~he __ c:hr:" l.f3... _t_o _g_~t _ t_h_e}ll 

f].~_q_ .sQ._thc,y~ __ S£.§._1}_Cl.:..~.._e.JK ... J.h~.1es"3._Q_'l_~",gUina·_JLtth=~_h_E':_._2:ll'.~.~ .. il.'?.~ . 

. S:.ctu.al1.Y__E._ej;Jj.2£;; ~?:.~r. Tes_"LQ .. :.c.~_;_-.~1.9 __ ~:~ .. -~~Y;l1.!_ -~?_~)JeJ~tex~tS?~Xy~l}_ 

1 o_o_!( P ._;:_. _w_e '11 only gi_ve __ ;zo_-q _:~c ..2:".o.undj~?:.::;, ,?_:r·_o£_rG._Dl!Q_e _:i,~-- _t.G_r:;__f.i !' s_t_ 

~;hose w]!O like it • t/ 0\Y it tn::;,V be ·thut ''0U '.";0\.l.lr} r·et [c better ____ , __ ~ __ ..-.,..,_._cr.=--......,~_..- .. ~-• ..... ..____-~ • ...,. .. -.., .,.·-..-==-=· lJ_-,........_-~--~~~~ ---=-..... ~--· 



Yes, I think so. Because after all, do they really know their 

own minds at 14 or 15 years old. 

'l'ha t 1 s my view. 

It's only later that they misht regret the fact that they didn't 

keep it going. Because they might go alons to a Badminton Club and 

think 'I could have kept that going at school' or table tennis or 

football or anything like that. 

th_~9U£.h..t.....i£.J2~.~J2~~- li~a_ tll<?:..ll. th.;..er~ _ _flF_e_ .. anq_J.vJ~~..F..!:L.~-~uld __ tj1~­

~.EJ?l'~~~P!~.n"t.Ll?~?.-J;•.~.i~.~-b_e.Jl_os:ij;iy~-· a~ot~t .i.i_ if __ .;y:ou_o_'::l_ld ~s.s;rt~_of 

helJ2_ llle. tbi_J_~-~~~~-J.~~-ouh _ _'!'h_~r_e a.r_e ___ dif'_:[_er~l.);.Ce13._i1:1 •.. 

outlook between yo~lJ'self___and F ~-~kJ21~_a by;;_ cla~hl 

No not really. We have our own views but on the whole it doesn't 

interfere with the job that we do. Yie each go our own vmy I suppose 

you could say. 1,7hich I realise that probably in a school situation 

perhaps I ·woulc1n 1 t be beine; fairly new to the teach ins profession. 

Insof8£_..!Yll!'.~. _ ~~-X~~2Jl?_i1?_le _f;_o!: . • P.~xs.:hcal Recre~tJ£l'l:~2:.S?..X<?..£.~. 

an;y helJ2_0r:' crit:Lcism? 

No. I mean that he doe sn 1 t c orne in o.nd watch me teach, if you 

kno·w T"lha t I mean. 

Yes. 
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I'm not su:ce. He's got responsibility f'o~c vh2t's Cblled tbe 

Students' As:-;nds.t.i.on. Whicb ie t'ne runnint~ of student af"fei:cs 

and that sort of thing. Eut that is only relatively recent 

within the last yero~ I thin.k. 

Yes. 

Yes. 21 hours of teaching time, o.na 9 hours departmental duties. 

Plus overtime for some of the evening classes. 

I think so. 

I.t.~o-~~n' t cause 8, lot_ of.'_c_~e_terll{J,_tion al_!_Q, __ disss-_tisf.a...ct~_i_E_;z:o~ 

QE.Jl_~mJp.§J. 

I'~o. J.:f I work nights its bece"use I want to. And teaching subjects 

that I en<ioy 1;1.nd you get a good class response. 

l~ You s ti 11 have 1};~ t_ t_ q,l_Si __ @.e . ..:Yll.G.:t __ 1]]-_e __ diffel'~ ,£C_~ s_f¥' s;_Jle~~7e ~n 

;y:_ou _g._n_d_ F. 

Oh I would think perhc;.ps in our teaching o.ppr oach. 

Yes. I think that's basically t;; e fact that me.le and female approaches 
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'rhat P.E. is ftm. You can enjoy it, but if you sit back and say 

I don't ~ant to do it, you don't realise you're missinc out. 

\11-leresJ~ jJ~ ycn.1. ~:ive :Lt :.:-_ tr~i, it isn't as be.Ct as all tl1::tt~ 

Yes, 

I mean J: am not so blind not to realise that tl1cre are people who 

e.:re e:.c,inil1g &-long be:ce c.:nd 

compulsory subject. But vri th e;enera.l 11ersuasion they join in and 

I thirik they e;et something out of it fo:c all perhaps they don't like 

the subject. 

What do y:ou loo_~ £<?£!'1¥2. to .EJ_o_s~t_ ~i_r~ j:;hE!_ _w~e_k?_ ~V11~_:i_..~ __ the m..Q§,.!~ 

~S£_:!:j;_i_~J?£l:r:~-~t_y_o.ur. _jg}?_~_ . 

'llell I suppose, there again its 2, different situation, is that 

the club night for Badminton is enjoyD.ble. 

That's when you are actua].1.z doil1f~_sorre tea~J2Al?£.7. 

There is some teaching, yes. But its 1:C club as nell, it's got a 

club atmosphere and a bit of sociaJ.ising. 

Yes. I thinlc although I don 1 t join in, the socio.lisation goes on 

0i'ter the club has finished. They go along to the pub for a drink 

or s orne thing. 

I'To I don't go with thembecause by 9.30 at night I'm feeline; pretty 

tired and ready for a decent meal I think. 
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I '.'!ent :r·ight through from 9 till 9.30 c-,t r..ight. 

in fact, a Monday - 9.00 to 7.30 p.m. 

191:!. must_ have _R_een on yotrr: knees. 

Yes, just about, although I did have some free time in the middle 

of the day. But I was still in college to ansr:er any queries, 

answer the telephone and that sort of thing. 

@.en did you_ last cr_;y_~a~out __your joQ.~ 

I haven't yet. 

J:t has never got yo£_ d~to that e~j;~nt? 

No. 

You are in a rnarvellg~s_,i~l}- ar~n-'-iX<LL!.!. Yo_~_]'iOtlld.p.:l_s_v~?.:E.J...i. :fo1:_ 

a:nyt]1iM 1yoili you?_ 

No not at the moment. I realise that I'm in a pretty lucky si tu.:_1.tion. 
1llhen I was on T.P. yes, it did get me down on occasions through sheer 

frustration. But on the vthole •••• I think I've changed my attitude 

becauee I've had to. I realise that you've got to be more tolerant 

of people who don't like P.E. Ythereas in a school situation, 

particularly when you're -v1or king under a head of dept. you have 

to force people. And sometimes force isn't rJ)3 good as general 

pursuasion. I think you get more out of them if it is general 

ptU'suasion, in the rig.bt direction. 



9.7.75 

On compulsion in P.E. When I first started I thought everybo~ 

should be made to do P.E. Mainly because I had enjoyed it and 

I thought everybo~ else shouldo But after teaching here for 

two years I don't think it should be. I thirJc it should be 

compulsory up to the fifth year, but bringing in a choice of 

subjects in the fifth year. Fourth and fifth years should do 

P.E. but beginning with a choice in the fifth year. Obviously 

this will depend on the number of pupils you've got and on 

the facilities you've got. Sixth form I don't think should be 

compulsory because •••• They come back into the sixth form voluntary 

a~~ and they can do the subjects they want to do ror 'A' levels •••• 

and after being made to do P.E. for five years some of them do not 

wish to do it a~ more and I think that they should be given a 

choice. 

Suppose you have a pupil in the fifth form who is intenselY resentful 

of having to do P.E ••••• aqy form of P.E. do you think it is worth the 

struggle with that person? 

Well one time I did. I used to think you should bother, you should 

care about them all. But you also have to think that while you are 

struggling with this one, what are the rest of the class doing? 

You know, have you got them sorted out and well occupied •••• in which 

case you are not teaching them they are just doing something. Or do 

you just leave this one alone •••• I don't know •••• They don't like 

maths and they don't like English, but they have to do it. Now with 

some of them I get to the stage when I think "so long as they are 

in the lesson. Then that's aJxight with me." Because they are not 

running round the school doing something that they shouldn't be 

doing. And I know where you are and I know you are here where you 

are supposed to be • ., • ., oand I just concentrate on those who just 

want to do ito You get this problem of course with P.Eo kito Those 

who don't bring kit hope that they won't have to do it. It's 

difficult real]Jrknowing what to do with them. I don't know if there 

is a right answer or a wrong answer. We have some in our fourth 



We have some in our fourth year who don't like it. The fourth 

year High School •••• there's 90 of them all together in the 

sports hall ••• and I don't blame them if they don't want to do 

it. I mean I dQn' t think I would be particularly bothered 

about doing it. The ex-Sherburn Road girls get a double lesson 

and a single lesson. They are not too bad now. They are getting 

better. They are prepared to do it but they don't particularly 

like changing. But they are prepared to do something. 

What is it about changing that bothers them? 

They don't like short skirts. They think it's stupid wearing short 

skirts. That 's one thing they don't like. They don 1 t see the point 

of having to get changed. Some of them are not used to getting changed. 

Especially those who have come from secondary modern schools Because 

they never had to before. They don't see why they have to now. 

Do you have difficulty with the first and second years? 

Not really. You sometimes get it with some of the remedial children 

mainly through the home background where they can't afford it and 

they haven't got acy but they are usually quite prepared if you give 

them a 'T' shirt ••• they will change. One girl came to me one lesson. 

I said 'Where is your T-shirt?" She said, "I haven't got it." She 

came from a good home and in one of the top streams ••••• "Jtzy" mother 

said I have not to wear it today" •••• o "Why not?". o o •• "Because I've 

got a cold." I had to explain that the cold would get worse if 

she got sweaty and she left it on you know ••••• But it is difficult 

when you are against backing like this •••• "My mother says that I 

can't do it." That's itL •••• 

Do you think the resistance to changing will diminish over the years? 

I think so. I don't think we will have the same problem with the 

first years •••• I don't know some of the second years that we've got 

don't always bring their P.E. kit. It should do. It shouldn't be as 



bad as it progresses. 

What choice do they get at what age here? 

They don 1 t really get a choice until the f'ourth year. Then the 

High School are all in the sports hall. So they get a choice of' 

sportshall f'acilities ••• which can include basketball, volleyball, 

table tennis, trampolining, badminton, (which isn't on a badminton 

court,, •• it's just hitting a shuttle f'rom one person to another.) 

And that's in the fourth year? 

Yes. 

Are you satisfied that this is productive - educationally? 

No, 

What do you think is the solution? Mare choice or less choice? 

I don't think the choice has a:cything to do with it. I think the 

solution is the numbers., •• I mean we have 90 odd children f'ar three 

staf'f' •••• so that's alright? But they are altogether at the same 

time. It would be so much better if' each class had a P .E. lesson 

at a d.iff'erent time. So that you have 30 in the sports hall so 

that you could get round them where you could play a proper game 

of' badminton. They could be coached in trampoline ••• play a proper 

game of' basketball and volleyball. 

At the moment you are simply distributors of' eguipment •••• giving 

out table tennis bats and ball, organising a number of' activities ••• 

You are just sportshall managers ••••• 

Yes. That's all it is. I mean it's alright f'or a time. I don't 

have to think what to do. It' a great. But there's no satisfaction 

really •••• If' you think what have I taught and what have they been 

doing. They've done virtually nothing. There's no teaching really o 
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Perhaps there's a little coaching on the way. Perhaps they do 

like it because it is the only lesson they do get which isn't 

an examination subject. 

How man.y do you think will continue to pla;y a sport for recreation = 

,iust for fun? 

I don't know. That's difficult because I didn't teach the fifth 

year this year o I think 30% eventually. Even if it's hiking 

over the moors. 

Do you - the school - make aay attempt to make this easy t'or them•! 

Giving telephone numbers ••••• addresses of clubs or this is what it 

will cost you. 

No. 

Do you think it would be a waste o~ time? 

No not real~. I think perhaps you could put somewhere •••• 

it might get vandalised, ripped up or moved •••• a notice worth 

saying interests •••• and perhaps listing a load of interests with 

telephone numbers addresses where they can get in touch if they 

want. We have with athletics recommended that they go down to 

B. Harriers to train, if they are interested. A lot of them join 

youth clubs anyway and they have their facilities there aeyway. 

Have you any knowledge of these youth clubs ... how they work? 

Well there's a youth club run on this site here which used the 

sports hall and the swimming pool and field area and they can come 

and do what they want. o •• the-re are qualified P.E. staff in the 

areas. They also have discos and things like thiso •• just sit an talkooo• 

coffee bar. 

Have you ever been in to one? 
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Not this one, no. 

You don't do any teachin£ in this Youth Club? 

No. I have a gym class on a ThursdaY night in Easingley. 

How did you get involved in that? 

We had a member of staff who left •••• he got a job there. And he 

knew that I was looking for a job in the evening. And he rang 

me up and said the gym teacher was leaving and was I interested? 

So I got it that way. There's about 30 of them there. 

Do you enjoy it? 

Yes. It's different. It's exhausting. I don't know how junior 

school teachers manage really. Because they are only 8 and 9 year 

olds. An haUl' and a half of that and its enough. I mean ours 

are bad enough with Miss, Miss do this but ••• they're even worse. 

You see you have to see everybo~ at once ••• at the same time. 

Where are the frustrations •••• the obstacles to your doing the best 

job that you could do? 

Lack of time, split site, lack of lessons. Lack of interest at the top ••• 

in the P.E. that is going on~ especially on the girls side. 

When you saY at the top. who are you meaning specifioa.l.ly? 

This is confidential isn't it? 

Absolutely 

The boss. The headmaster mainly. 

It baS been suggested that he is interested in rugby OnlY• 

Yes., 



Is he disinterested in the girls' P.E. 

Well virtual~ you 'mind' the girls. That's his outlook. You look 

after them. 

Is he interested in you as a member of his team? Has he ever 

invited you in and said, "Sit down Elaine. how are you getting on? 

Is there any problems?" 

Well •••• On something totally different we •••• when staff are away, 

obviously you have to supervise far them and we were objecting 

because we didn't see why we shouldn't fill in for ourselves and 

also fill in for other members of staff. Aeyway it ended up by our 

having a meeting with the headmaster. And he said, "If you .don't like 

it you know what you can do, you can leave." 

It sounds like a hostile meeting? 

We didn't get arzywhere. Fair enough I have nine free periods but 

that's not my fault. I mean I was as surprised as aeyboczy else when 

I got 9. And he said, "You can't really complain because you have 

a lot of free periods" • I thought "well that 's your fault not 

mine, you did the timetable." But his attitude.,.eeWe run the girls 

side •••• We invited him over to a gym competition, but he didn't 

attend. But Miss 'X' the Associate Headmistress attended and she 

has always been interested in what was going on. Last yeax' some 

boys didn't turn up for the athletics and we got no backing from 

him. He's not bothered. He's rugby mad. He was furiousoooobecause 

the second years as a whole are not very good at aeything. You can 

get one netball team or •••• if you try to get two they are virtually 

useless you can get a swimming team just about. You can get a 

reasonable athletics team but they are not very good.o.and he 

couldn't get a 2nd. year rugby team and he very nearly went 

frantic .. He had all the second year boys behind and said, "You 

know there is a tradition of rugby in this school o o • " which I 

think is the wrong thing to say a:cyway. It is now Bamburgh Comp= 

rehensive School and it hasn't got any traditions. When our school 
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went comprehensive it was drummed into us that it was no longer 

a grammar school it was comprehensive .... If it had beenf'ootball.9 

he would not have bothered. I have nothing against rugby ar 

an;ything against footbalL I think the boys should choose and 

I think they should be taught both. There is just a lack of 

interest in aeything else. So long as they are 'minded' he is 

not bothered, 

The facilities, apart from being on a spit site, seem to me to 

be very good. 

They ar~ very good. We have a pool, a sportshall, a gym, a lot 

of field area. We get a problem though when it rains. We tend to 

have half a year at a time (60 boys and 60 girls). One week we 

have the boys in the pool and the next week the girls, You've got the 

sportshall but whilst the games f'arm is timetabled another year may 

be timetabled far the sportahall •••• so that's out. Then you've got 

a gym, which unless you do dancing, you cannot put the boys and 

girls together really. We sometimes have to accommodate 90 third 

years in the gym. And it's not a very big gym. You are very 

limited •••• s~ in volleyball two teams sitting out •••• 

How often do you get 90 in there then? 

As often as it rains on Games periods~ ••• virtually. If it's a bad 

winter ••• that's just it. 

And does the head know of these difficulties? 

Oh yes. But you see we are on a thirty five period timetable and 

I think that we should be on more •• oo .less time per period. I mean 

if you only get a double and a single, and you've lost a double 

that week virtually through team games o o o •• then I think we should 

get more P.E ••••• But all the other (teachers) want more maths or 

english etc. far 'O' levels and the rest ••••• And P.E. is not 

important arzyw~ ••••• So long as they get their rugby, its alright., 

It's difficult really. 
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Does that knock the heart out of you? 

You either take it to heart. and you get depressed •••• or you do the 

best you can with what you have got •••• with the girls •••. 

So you've come a little detached and a little isolated from the 

main stream? 

Yes. You do actually. It's the same if aeybody is away, like last 

week, we had inter house activities •••• each ye2.:r· has a date and 

we did rounders, or cricket, swimming and athletics. Which meant 

that all P.E. staff plus two others who were helping were out •••• 

so somebody had to take out lessons. And there's not always 

somebody put down to take P.E. lessons •••• 'cos they think 60 is 

virtual~ the same as 30 •••••• you know it doesn't matter to them •••• 

Just give them two lots of ballsoo •• just chuck it to them and say 

get on with it. Or just ignore if they are on the field a~. 

So You've got marvellous facilities but you do not get enougn time 

with them, it's badlY timetabled and the split site and in fact you 

get certain times when it is raining when you are over subscribed ••• 

you raet too manY bodies for too few teachers and too few facilities. 

And there are moments in time when the facilities ere just not used. 

That ' s it. Sherburn Road juniors is not used as it should be. The 

swimming pool is used all the time, as you can see by the timetable ••• 

The sportshallJ) is usually, but Sherburn Road Juniors isn't used all 

the time. 

Where do you get your Particular satisfaction? When do you finish 

at the end of a day and sax It that has been a good day"? 

It v s fu!U\Y really, it depends o. o o Sometimes if' you succeed with one 

child I get a satisfaction. Like last week I had had a girl ••• · she 

is in her third year •• o .like a boy • ., • she was suspended for eight weeks 

for doing something ••••• ! forget now what it was for •••• and I had her 

out far rounders and she threw a ball in from quite a way out and it 



was a good throw ••• so I thought she might be good at athletics. ••. 

so I gave her a javelin the next time I had her, and she threw it 

further than aeybod;y else o. o •• no teohniq ue, no nothing •.• 'He hud 

a bit of' G fight to get her on to the team because she wasn't a 

nice girlo o .Anyway she took part. She won the North East Finals 

for Hucklebrough. And since then she has changed. Well she has in 

P.E. lessons aeyway. She is willing. She is quite helpful •••• she 

will have a go at aeything. I'm not sure what she is like in aeybod;y 

else's lessons •••• I think at times they will be glad to get rid of her, 

But I know in P.E. she's alright now. I think she realises that she 

has succeeded in that and through that she is succeeding with other 

parts of athletics • ., oo She is still like a boy you know but ••• she 

doesn't know when to shut up ••• She's got success (enthusiastically 

spoken). 

Tell me about the school teams, ••• ~e they easy to run or are they 

.aifficult to recruit? 

Difficult because they are on a split site •••• If you want to get 

hold of them quickly, it's murder. You run round like an idiot 

or give somebody a piece of' paper and let them run round like an 

idiot •••• Some of them have the attitude you know, "Can't be bothered 

to turn out far practices" ...... "I'll not come" ..... .Aeyway we manage 

to get a school team out for the sake of entering it. Because I 

think we should do ... eewhether they can win it or note We entered 

the gym (competition) for the first time for umpteen years last 

year. And it did help USoooeeThe kids enjoyed it really. This 

year we entered again and we were only about 1 .. 5 points behind in 

the floor work. 

Do you think there is too much competition in the town? 

Yes. I think it gets 'bitchy 1 eoooit's not sport ...... It's terrible 

really. Vfe played a netball match against this one school •• o. the 

juniors ... and I told mine that if they argue with the umpire they 

never play again with me ••• for that year that 1 s it ••• they are just 

out. I chucked two out but I gat two more in. No argument. But 

we play another school and the teacher said "this is not my team •• o 
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it is somebody elsevs team". But she says this f'or every team she 

takes ••• I meano ••• it doesn't make any difference. I say if' you play 

to win •••• to me if the kids enjoy itj then that's it. That's all that 

matters really. If they win, then it's great. But you have to be able 

to lose. A~one can win ••• but not everybo~ can losea 

Would you have said that two years ago? That enjoyment is the only 

thing that matters? 

Yes, actually I would, yes. Because I had an argument with Judith, 

(a student colleague) about that~ she said, "you play to win" and I 

said 11you play to enjoy itii. Obviously you play to win as well •••• 

that's at the back of your mind. If you don't enjoy it there's not 

much point in taking part. That' s why a lot of our very good ones 

don't take part because they don't enjoy it •••• which is very frustrating 

f'or us and very annoying. But there's nothing you can do. 

End or Reo ardiOO .. 

No Follow-up Comments 
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When I came four years ago I knew that this school was in an 

unhapPY state;. it was unbalanced~ There was a lot of friction 

and I felt that perhaps it was earl.y years. I put it down partly 

to the Headmaster and partlY to the Head of Depgtment and I 

thought well it wasn't an integrated department at all it was 

split wide open. Has it changed? All that I'm interested in is 

your view of things. 

Are you talking about from the P.E. side or the school side? 

The P.E. side 

I don't think the situation has changed as far as the Headmaster's 

concerned. He is still very much rugby biased. He doesn't show a 

lot of interest in what the girls are doing, I mean if you tell 

him then he'll take note and listen but if he's watching a rugby 

match and there's a netball match going on at the pavilion he won't 

wander 200 yards across the field to have a look, even for 5 minutes. 

I wouldn't care if he didn't come for long, but just to show his 

face and show he's interested would be nice for the kids and I think 

even the children realise this now, the children normally at one 

time wouldn't have said a.I\Y"thing, have said to me, but even the 

nicest children mention it. 

That's much the same as it was then? 

Oh yes, but they seem to be commenting on it, the one's that I have 

do a~~· But he just isn't interested. 

What ways have you changed in the meantime? Because you have done 

2 years teaching. You are in your seventh year now and you must 

have changed a lot in that time. 

Oh I think so, yes. 

Is it possible to reflect that on the ways that you've changed? 
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I think I've come to realise that there's not a lot you can do 

about it yoursel:f P to change the top either what the Head of 

Department himself does and you either accept it and do your 

best and your bit. If you're not going to accept it the only 

thing you can do is get out, even if it means getting out of 

teaching altogether for the time being till you find something 

else. To me it's totally pointless to say, "Oh this is wrong 

and that's wrong, you should do this and somebody should do 

that, n and grouse about it because you're not going to get 

a:eywhere, you're not achieving aeything. 

You've tried have you_? Have you tried to get through to the Head? 

We've tried, yes. I mean I haven't personally been to see him 

because I don't think it's ~ job. 

The whole department had. a e;o at him last time and the.y were told 

mare or less, "if you don't like it, go!" 

Yes, that's right. 

Have you had a tr;y influencing sa.y Clive James? 

Personally I think he's gettiD& better in a lot of ways. At one 

time he wasn't chatty at all, even if you said good morning to 

him you never got ~ response whereas now I feel that you can 

have a conversation with him, not necessarily on P.E. but on 

something elseo He just moved house so we had a conversation 

about that. He seems to be slowly getting better, a lot of things 

obviously it's going to take time, I mean he's been doing the job 

now far 4 years and you suddenly cannot change four years in 2 

dayso 

One of the thine;s that I :found is that some departments try to work 

as a team and some are not even trying, Tell me if I'm wrong, but 

I get the feeling that this department isn't even trYing to work as 

a department. But I could be wrong. How often do they meet = the 

whole department together? 



Well we meet when you have to meet or when you're supposed to 

meet, like the beginning o-r t be winter term when you c orne back 

to school and you have however long it needs far a staff meeting. (1) 

What happens at those staff meetings? A P.E. staff meeting? 

You usually sort of discuss about the timetable, and who is having 

what and -ror how long ana this sort of thing. A lot of it is about 

facilities. Who is having what for practices, and again a lot of 

this in a w~ is bad because the rugby have had a Tuesday night 

since the year dot therefore they have to have a Tuesday night. 

Despite the fact that other schools might have netball say on a 

Tuesday night, that's totally irrelevant. So practices are 

discussed and it mainly goes on what happened the last year, that 

sort of thing. They did change one thing, we used to have the system 

where the girls went in the pool one week and the boys the next 

week and Head of Department decided to do it half termly. Which at 

the beginning I must admit I wasn't so keen on because I thought 

they would miss out on the swimming side, you know, not going in 

for half a term. Looking back on it I think it is better because 

you get a block of it. (2) 

Has there ever been a meeting in your time when you've discussed 

what you're trying to do as a team? As a whole. What you're 

trying to do in the first year and what •••• and how the second 

year depends on the first year and what you're doing in the 

third and fourth years. Policy of that sort. It's just left to 

every individual to survive. 

Oh yes virtually, yes. You see I think that,in a way, stems from 

the top, what one's trying to achieve. To me the Headmaster seems 

to be trying to achieve to get as maey children as he can do to 

get to University. He likes to get a lot of children either to 

Oxf'ard or Cambridge. And although the tutorial in the C.S.E. groups 

produce a lot of good results and do get good jobs actually a lot of 

them, and they are helped to get jobs which of course in todays day 

isn't that easy.. And yet he doesn't seem to mention that he just 

glosses over the fact, you know, that they've got jobs or they've 



done well in their exams. So there's nothing all the way :f'rom 

the school as to what you're trying to achieve, you know, aQYbo~, 

and I think it must re:flect on the departments as wellG 

Whilst you're saying that, I'm thinking, now I remember Elaine Rose 

as a sort o:f lively critical mind, an intelligent mind, how have 

you sort o:f stood it here when J:OU know thai; your ideas are not 

welcome? You weren't a cabbage were you? You aren't a placid person, 

Oh no, no. I've probably got that wa:y, I don't know. 

Well maybe this is one o:f the changes you've made. You don't look 

at something and not make an opinion on it. You have strong opinions, 

I have yes, I think to me it gives me a great deal o:f satis:faction 

to have the school teams do well. In this town it's the policy o:f 

schools who have won the league to have their photo in the paper. 

The girls always look smart because we have, over the years, raised. 

money :for team kit and we look a:fter it. We can do it even without 

his support from the top, though it would be nice to see he cared 

and was interested, 

It might be a change :from :four years ago because I can remember you 

saving what mattered was that they enjoyed it rather than ••••••• 

I think they Should enjoy it as well. To me I don't want them if 

they are not going to enjoy it. You see I don't believe in saying 

to a child, "you're a good player, come to the Netball practices," 

and they say, "I don't want to come," and I say, "well you've got 

to, I want you .. " At one time I might have tried to pursuade them 

but not any mare. I think if they don't enjoy it it's pointless 

because they are just not going to turn up ar they are not going to 

do their best. I'd rather have seven who are willing and perhaps 

not so capable than 6 who just don't want to comeo 

Where do you get the pro:fessional satis:faction :from? 
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That depends I think. I get a lot of satisfaction out of doing tr~ 

school teams and a lot of satisfaction sometimes out of the less 

able ones, intelligent wise, when they enjoy a lesson because a 

lot of' them don't like to admit that they like school acyway and 

they certainly don't like to admit that they like your lessons, 

you know it's considered below them, you're not supposed to go up 

to a teacher and say that you liked it. And for them to get excited 

in a lesson, a team game, that gives a lot of satisfaction. 

So you're getting more fun out of teaching ••• or working with your 

teams than you are in the curriculum time? 

No, I wouldn't say that. I think it's more relaxed with your 

teams, it depends on the lesson I mean there's some lessons 

where you go in and you know you're going to have a battle. 

You know you are going to have a battle from the word go. But 

there's a lot of them, especially when you actually know the 

children and they realise what you want, are very enjoyable. 

You can achieve a lot so long as you set your standards realistic­

ally • 

.Are you as conscientious as you were four years ago? 

In what way? 

In any way. Generally do you regard yourself as a conscientious 

teacher? 

I think so, on the whole, yes. 

Convince me that you're a conscientious teacher. How would I know 

that? 

I'm concerned about them, interested in what they're doing, 

interested in the child, I'm prepared to listen which sometimes 

isn't the proper thing, but they should see that you're interested 

in them and can talk to them as well. I think you've got to show 



them what standards you accept and won't accept, which is even 

better, and that you won't go back on them. I think that one 

week you'll accept something then the next week you say yon're 

not going to accept the same standard, you know, whe-re' 11 you 

accept less than you did the week before. Then they don't know 

where they are, and I think that's bad. And that's when they 

play you up. To test youG 

Are you tighter o.n discipline now than you were or have you relaxed 

more? Where do you stand now? 

I think I' rn tighter at the beginning than I was, you know when you 

first have them, the first few days, the first few weeks, depending 

on the class, you know. I mean I still have one class which I'm very 

~ight on because I feel that if' I let up one inch then they're just 

going to take a mile. But some classes obviously, you know, you 

can explain to them what you accept and that's it. They understand 

that, the others don't. I think you get that as well with knowing 

them, with being here for 6 years. There's only really the first 

years you've got to know from the beginning. 

You've seen a number of' generations right through now haven't you? 

Oh yes. 

Looking back on those years that have left, you've seen them come 

through the school and they've gone. What has P.E. actually done 

far them? Rather than what we would like to think it should have 

done? 

I think with some kids it's put them off totally. 

So you think there are a number of kids where the ver;y processes 

has really made them hostile? 

Oh yeso 
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About what proportion? 

I wouldn't like to say actually. If' I think of those who were 

willing to pl~ a game or to join in at school and they do something 

now, you know take part in a Badminton club or go to a youth club 

or whatever then I think it's quite a high proportion who don't do 

anything when they leave school. Maybe they just pack up for a few 

years then they do something. It could be lack of facilities in the 

town. 

Because in most schools in the beginning of the third sometimes 

a lot in the f~ourth it's .just a battle that's going on. Is that 

true of Bamburgh? 

It depends what you offer them actually, in a way. I have the 

fourth year tutorials, the lower end of the school fourth year, 

there's three classes and I have them together. (3) When they 

are all here there's 28, they are never all here, there is a very 

high absence, obviously not, well not obviously but •••••• 

There's a good deal of truancy in the school? 

Yes. (4) For the games lesson we start off at the pavilion outside, 

then it got too cold. Because I don't see the point in trying to 

pursuade these children who don't come properly attired for the 

lesson, and who never will, (no spare socks or jumpers to go 

outside in the cold) we go into the sports hall and we play a 

team game of volleyball which they enjoy, they don't bring their 

kit, but that's no problem because they just borrow and they c orne 

prepared to borrow. 

But then they participate in something like volleyball? 

Oh yes, they enjoy that. They enjoy doing volleyball and it does them 

a lot of good actually far a team game because I let them pick the 

teams and they learn to pick as well those who are good, but not 

necessari~ their friends. 



And they' 11 allow you to coach them. They' 11 allow you to 

interrupt the game and teach them? 

To a certain extent yes. They like also to organise themselves. 

They want to play 1 they don't really like practices, mind you 

that's also a handicap, we haven't got the volleyballs to do 

the practices with. 

WhY is that? 

Probably because we haven't done a lot of volleyball in the school. 

The class size here for games, which we get to do volleyball ':'dth 

you have got to have the whole of the sports hall virtually, a big 

area, far the number of ldds that we've got which is virtually an 

impossibility because there will also be bqys inside. 

I can't see why any school shouldn't have minimally a dozen volleyballs. 

Yes, but you only need the volleyballs if you are going to do volleyball. 

There's not much point buying volleyballs if nobo~'s doing volleyball. 

Are you the OnlY one doing volleyball? 

No James does volleyball now. Sometimes they play a game of volleyball 

and then change the activity. Sometimes one group can only have a 

games lesson in a third of the sports hall and you split up and 

you have one lot playing volleyball, one lot badminton and one 

doing something else. 

So there is a shortage of volleyballs. Have you asked Clive - "Can 

we have some volleyballs?" 

I haven't, no. James has. He actually didn't ask Clive at the time. 

Clive wasn't there when he asked Robert to get some light plastic 

balls, not volleyballs as such. I haven't, no, because I at the 

moment with the older children, I do volleyball with, prefer to 

play a game and do it from that side, the games side. Because they 
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like playing a game and they'd like to keep their interest 

that wa:y. Obviously the rules are adapted to suit them so 

that we can all pla:y. And I 1 ve found also that they will do 

a lot of coaching and things themselves now, they spread out 

and just help other people in their team which is very 

commendable for them because at one time some of them wouldn't 

you know, wouldn't help a~bo~ else. 

Has it improved since four years ago or not much'? On the P.E. side? 

Overall? 

Thinking in terms of what the pupils would do four years a.go in 

the fourth year and what they do now. Is it the same, has it gone 

down, has it lifted? 

Basically it's the same in the lesson times because P.E. now as it 

was four years ago is virtually done last on the timetable. 

Sa,.y that a.gain~ 

Well when the timetable is done the Heads of Department usually 

sa:y, "such and such must have X number of Maths and X number of 

lessons of English and whatever, 11 and that's done first, you know 

the Maths and the English. 

So how maw lessons will the first years get in P.E? 

All first years get a double and a single. Double games supposedly 

and a single lesson. Second year, that varies, the top end of the 

second year they get a double and a single, the bottom end of the 

second year get a double and two singles, the third year, the top 

class just get a double, the top two classes I think just get a 

double, and the rest get a double and a single and thetutorial get 

a double and two singles and so it virtually goes on, the more 

intelligence you've got, the less P.E. you get. So in the end in 
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the fifth you get half a double lesson. 

Do they get PeEo in the fifth year? 

Oh yes, half a double lesson, well that's not quite true, if 

you do or opt to do Latin you get half a double lesson. 

Which they don't turn up for? 

Well I'm not on the top fifth year this year at all so I don't 

know if they come or not, but last year they didn't. They came 

for the second half which was pointless. The fourth years that 

I get are the same, they come for the first half. 

Have you applied for agy jobs in the last four years? 

Yes, but not sent them in. 

But you've not actually filled in an application form and real!¥ 

made a start? 

And sent it in, no. I filled a few in as I said, but I didn't send 

them in. 

Why didn't you send them in? 

An interesting point actually. When I weighed it up the schools 

that I applied for, I wrote off for, were in City and when I 

weighed it up I decided that I wanted to stay here for a bit 

longer to see what it was like when all the grammar school and 

high school had seen their time through. To see if it had changed. 

If you could predict and plan the next six years how would you 

work it out? Supposing it went your wgy. 

It's a very difficult question isn't it? If it worked my way then 

the children would get more P.E. 

I'm thinking of your career 
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I don't know actually. It's a very difficult question. I've 

thought about getting out of' teaching altogether and doing 

something totally different but the job situation as it is 

you cannot suddenly. H •• it would be very difficult to decide. 

What kind. of' things did you momentarily think of' moving to? 

Running a sort of' business on the lines of' a restaurant, cafeteria. 

That sort of' thing. I wouldn't mind doing something just for a year 

just for a change but there again you can't sort of sa:y, "I 111 do 

that for a year then come back to teaching." 

Have you applied for secondment at all? 

You can't get it in County unless you've been teaching quite 

a number of years e 

But I should think tha.t you've done that. 

No you can't. Alan at Aiden, he got secondment at Leeds but 

Paul F. :f'rom Fl.eetwith didn't get it because he hadn't been 

teaching enough years and I certainly haven't been teaching as 

long as either of them. It's very difficult in L .E.A. to get 

secondment. But again you seem to get secondment you've got to 

do something with education. I mean you can't decide well I want 

to work in industry 'for a year, they won't give you secondment 

far that. Or something totally dif'ferent, alien to education, 

You'd quite like to run a little business of your own? 

Oh yes, it wouldn't be a bad idea, you know~ well obviously I've 

thought of it but financially at the moment it's impossible. 

Would you sta.y in the North East? 

Oh yes. 



Because you're really from N.W. aren't you? 

Yes • I won't go back there o 

I quite like City !IlYBelf, but I was thinking, six years in one 

place, you really ought to, from a cgeer point of' view, you could 

so easily get stale here, 

You could yes. That's true. 

And I doubt whether you'll reach your potential peak of professional 

development here, 

Maybe not. 

You're not very bothered are you? 

To be perfectly honest, no. There's quite a few perks actually to 

the job, if you care to sort of' diagnose it all carefullyo 

Tell me some of them 

Well far instance, the girls are virtually split :t'rom the boys 

anyway, I mean at the pavilion, we've got our own facilities 

up there. In a way it's two departments. You can go to games, 

or say athletics which is a prime example, and you can decide, 

we're going to do the high jump or we're going to do the long 

jump and there's no clash with the boys, nobody turns round and 

says, "we're doing that." Whereas in most schools they've either 

got the one long jump or one high jumpooooooo 

Do the girls have their own facilities then? 

Oh yes, up there they have. You see it used to be the branch of 

the High School whereas the boys was from the Grammar School so 

it's two entirely separate schools. So you've got that, then 

there's ••••• much as one must criticise Clive the way he's running 
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the department at least he lets you get on with it, he doesn't turn 

round and sort o-r say, as one member o-r staff does in the town, that 

virtually say that what you've learnt at college is not necessary 

because "here's your lesson plan, here's what you will teach." 

Somebodyvs done that in P.E. in another school? 

Oh yes. 

Which school is that? 

Aiden. You were told what you were teaching 9 you know 9 you were 

told what you were going to do. Ill-mannered to a certain extent, 

which to me is bad because you've got your own ideas as well and 

you have been to college as well. I mean alright, you have a 

scheme o-r work, I mean you must cover this and this. And there again 

a lot of schemes of work you cannot get through because you haven't 

got the right equipment, or behaviour of the children impedes 

progress. 

Clive doesn't give you a scheme of work? 

No. You see I'd rather ••••• if the class don't behave then to me 

they don't get out apparatus, you know, and they will sit and 

they will do floor work, if necessary for the whole of the six 

weeks but ••••• until they do behave. So in that respect you're 

left very much on your own as a girls department which is nice. 

Again it's handy here with it being a split site, as long as you've 

checked that you haven't lost your free period you can just go 

down town and do your shopping. 

Do you get maqy free periods? 

I get four. 

Which is probably more than a number of people do in different 

schools in the town. 



It's about average far here. 

If you had to move to another school in the town which school 

would you choose? Supposing this was to suddenly close down, 

there will be a closure of some secondary schools in the fore­

seeable future and suppose they said, "which of the schools would 

you go to," what I mean is, rank the phYsical education departments 

which you would find acceptable. 

I wouldn't go to Aiden. I think I would go to Dove dale or Cal.laly. 

What is so attractive about them? 

Taking the department as it is at the moment it seems, looking at 

the female side of it seems a happy department, the women get on 

well together, they get on well with the children, em ••••••• 

How do you know that? 

I've been there during the day, either to drop messages off to 

the staff or just calling into the gym, you get the impression 

that there's a nice relationship. 

And you sa..v the same about CallaJ,y? 

I think so, yes. I mean Callaly has a lot of problems because of 

the area where the children come from but there again they don't 

have the problem of the Head being only interested in the bright 

children, everybody does the same whether they're stupid or bright, 

because they've never had the top class high flyers that we've had. 

You know they've never had anybody to push for Oxford, that sort of 

thing. 

And Fleetwith doesn't appeal? 

Not really, no. The lack of facilities there, I think one is slightly 
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spoilt in HuckJ.ebrough with facilities, compared to what I had 

at school, we thought we were IT because we had two gyms. but 

they've just got a sports hall and a hall and they haven't got 

a gymo 

And I think they' 11 feel the pinch there. 

Oh yes I think they doo 

Because you've got guite a lot of facilities then. You've got a 

sports hall, a swimming pool then you've got additionally mapY 

mare playing fields. 

We have about the best playing fields in the town actually. 

Is there a Dance Studio amrwhere that you use? 

No. If you want to do Dance, and I don't, you have to use the gym. 

Now you spoke with some warmth and envy of the happy relations 

of Dovedale •••••• 

Well I compared them to other schools, you were saying which school 

do you want to go to. I mean I know at Fleetwith they don't all get 

on all that well, Gar grave of course, they've got a lot of changes 

at the moment. You know they are changing around so it ' s di.f'ficul t 

to say and the girl who has just left, they didn't get on very well 

with her. Eltermere again they have problems there, I think that's 

settling down somewhat af; the moment. 

You get to know a fair amount of the other schools. 

Yes you do actually. Well I mean you would do a~ay because, well 

sports fixtures and meetings and talking to staff whose wife's 

husband teach at other schools. 

'What happened to Sue Bond? 
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She is now in Switzerland. She le~t here and she went to teach 

~irst in Darton then Switzerland. 

She didn't leave here voluntarily? 

No. She was asked to leave. 

For what reason? 

For having an affair with a sixth f'orm boy, 

So she was involved with a sixth form boy? 

Well at least she was caught with one, let's put it that way. She 

was involved with one. There were several but she was ca~ having 

an affair with one. 

And she was given the boot? 

Not af'ficially, no. She was .R,sked to leave .. 

What was it like? I felt sure that that was what happenedo I'd been 

told that was What happened and I thought well if I got this information 

from you then living here at that time in that atmosphere n how did that 

effect you? 

It was difficult with the children actually. I mean I knew what she 

was like before she came here. To me, who you sleep with is entirely 

your affair, until it gets to sleeping with children of the schoola 

Despite the fact that we had a discussion once about thatg I think 

there had been a court case ••••••• it was the other w~ round actually, 

the man with the girl» and we got talking and said you couldn't do it 

the other way round and she said, lf()h you can." And \'.'El said, "well our 

Headmaster wouldn't like it." She wasn't having aey and that was that. 

So I mean I knew what she was like aeyway and I was never very friendly 

with her an:yway. The children didn't like her very mucha 

Who was here first. you or Sue? 

I was 



You were here first and then she came on afterwards, a year afte£!1.ards£. 

She 9 s two years younger than I am so it 1 11 be about 2 years. 

So that would be a very unhappY time. when she arrived here. 

It was difficult. It was a difficult time. 

Because she had been here about a year, 

You've got to, obviously not show your feelings to the children 

and obviously squash them when they start talking and we had it 

afterwards for about a year. 

Did it make a scene in the town or was it suppressed? 

I think most people in the town knew. The press came up. Somebody 

rang them up, I don't know who, and said something, but it was 

squashed so it never got into the press. 

And then she moved to Thornaby I think. Did you lose contact with 

her altogether <lr' does she repeat the same mistake? 

Oh well not with the children. I mean she was still sleeping around 

with everybody but whether she was with the children I don't know. 

I mean she went out with one of the basketball players, I mean you 

hear things but, we used to see her at Athletic meetings that was 

about it, the only time we ever saw her was at the County Athleticso 

But it must have been very difficult teaching at the time. 

It was. 

How did it affect the relationship between the teachers and the pupils? 

Well, I don't think in that way they thought everybody was like that, 

I don't think the children thought everybody was like that but they 

liked to tell us what they thought of her. 
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And did they express this in no uncertain terms? 

Oh yes. They express everything in no uncertain terms. 

What kind of things did they say? 

They didn't like her. This was the girls, the boys kept quiet. 

The boys, I don't think anyway tend to talk like that as much 

as girls do. I mean the girls would do it either for bitchiness 

or catiness. They'd have no sense of keeping quiet as the boys 

do. The girls didn't like it. She used to wear these loopy 

ear-rings and a lot of make up and. she used to tell them to clean 

theirs off and they didn't like it, not when she was like this and 

they told you that in no uncertain terms as well, that they didn' t 

like it. 

Did agy parents complain? 

Not as far as I know. 

Did the boys parents? 

Well the boys parents got to know about it because he told them, 

which must have taken a lot of courage to tell them. She rang 

him up at home, but I think it was kept pretty quiet. Which it 

would do. And a lot of staff didn't really know anyway why she'd 

left, they knew she'd gone, and just said, "Oh she's gone to 

another school, she's had a transfer~· you know. But the ins and 

outs weren't made official. Well you don't see a lot of the staff 

arrywey, for instance you don't see the craft teacher unless they 

come up to the staff room or unless you go down to see them. 

The Craft Centre is guite separate from the rest of the school is it? 

Oh yes. It's the old Secondary school. 

So really the old school is where 1st, 2nd and 3rd then you've got the 

Craft Centre which was the old Modern School and then you've got this 

centre which was the old G:rammar School and you get 4th, 5th, 6th up hereo 



Yes. It's not ideal. 

Are you happy in your job now? 

On the whole I think so~ yes. 

You don't give me that impression. You give me the impression - well 

it's worth the money and there's nothin,g better to do. 

Well there is, I think you've got to weigh it up, I mean obviously 

there are days when you wish you weren't here. 

When did you last cry about your job? Have you ever cried? 

Oh yes, but not about my job. I go home at night and I can forget 

about it. 

There's nothing that's worried you then. Either a relationship with 

a class or various pupils m· ••••••• 

Oh no. 

You are able to switch off? 

Yes, fortunately. If I couldn't switch off I think I would go mad. 

Now that's interesting you see. what would you go mad about? 

Because I think if you look back on the day, some days anyway, and you 

think, "what have I taught?" And you look back and you think God I 

haven't taught anything. And that's not just an odd day, that's a lot 

of ~s and I think you could go mad when you think that you're a 

teacher, but I suppose if you look back on a week or a •••• well longer 

than a week, a term, you think, "what have I achieved'' and you've got to take 

it philosophically or otherwise you would go scatty. But then 

again you've achieved a lot and the next week with the same class 

youtre back to square oneo 



This is what prompted the guestion. at the end of 5 years these 

kids have been to school for 11 years in primary school. secondary 

school. they have had P.E. for 11 years and you say. "what the hell 

have they learnt?11 And your answer was, "in many respects it has 

been negative. They've learnt to hate." So what have we taught them? 

It's a difficult question. A lot of them I think, you've taught 

them to get on with other children in a team situation, to learn 

to accept that there are people less able than themselves and to, 

instead of sort of ridiculing them to treat them with a bit of 

respect and hope that they will get better, which is one thing. 

I have, not in the same situation •••••• 

So you are saying that what they've actually learned, some of them 

might have learned something of a social nature, some at them might 

have learned a game. But they have become more tolerant 

with one another and more appreciative of some kids that are not very 

good. 

Yes. 

Have they all learned to swim? 

I would say b,y the time they have left school 99% of them will have 

learned how to swim. 

So you can sort at say, as a result of going to school they have 

learned to swim? 

Yes. Some of them could swim before they got here, whether they learned 

at school or whether they learned privately I don't know. 

I' nt looking for the improvements that are made to kids here. 

Most of them have learned to swim, yes. 

I don't think there is much going on. You're complaining about the time. 



A double and a single and I say well show me where the advances are. 

The improvements. 

Most of them will learn to pl8J7 hookey. Again you could argue that's 

going to help them ~1en they leave school. Most of them will know 

how to play netball to a.n acceptable standard I would say, whether 

they will get on a club team or a youth club team is debatable. 

How ma:ny of them will learn to play Badminton? 

Not a lot. 

Basketba11? 

Most of the boys will learn to play basketball. Not the girls. 

So reallY traditionally they are doing the Hockey, they are doi!]g_ 

Netball that one would expect. do they do aey Tennis in the summer? 

No. 

Oh it's athletics isn't it? 

Yes and a bit of rounders 

And they have learned to swim. \Vhether they improve one hell of a 

lot whilst they're here is debatable, some will and some won't. Do 

you make a lot about awards or anything like that? 

I do quite a few awards in the double lessons, in a single lesson 

of course you're pushed for time, by the time they get here and get 

changed and if they've got to go to a lesson afterwards. 

?fuat does gymnastics do for them? Do you do any gymnastics? 

I have a gym club, yes. 
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You run a gym club? 

Yes. Every Friday night till about 20 past four. 

And that's open to who, first years? 

No, Aeybody who wants to c orne, well any girl who wants to c orne, 

it's mai~ to do B6A.G.A. Awards, some have done them all. 

How macy are interested just now? 

On an average I should SaY about 15. 

But you can expect 15 to turn up on most nights? 

Oh yes. Sometimes there is more sometimes there's less, depending 

on the night and how bad the weather is, 

Do they do eym in the first year? 

Oh yes, they do gym in the first three years, actually that again 

depends on when their single lesson's timetabled. If they are 

timetabled at the same time, third year and first year classes, 

then the first year classes have priority in the gym, so, no they 

won&t at all get in the gym. 

But you're very much involved in Hockey teams and Netball teams. 

I do Netball teams, I don't do Hockey, 

Who does Hockey? 

Ann. 

VVhat does Heather do? 

Netball and Swimming. 



How manY nights do you give up to achool activities? 

That depends, this week I've got one night, there's a match on 

one night, the gyu1 club. 

That'll be a netball night? 

That's a netball match, yes. Next week I've got 2 netball matches 

and a gym club. 

Do you give any lunch hours up? 

Oh yes. For netbalL I've found if you do gymnastics in a lunch 

time you get a lot of children coming who aren't really interested, 

who just want to go somewhere, and you cannot get on with those who 

are interested. You know, to help to coach them. 

So you don't do eym in a lunch hour? 

No. 

How many lunch hours do you give to your netball? 

It varies, at the moment it's two. We'll be increasing it next term. 

If there's a tournament it's every lunch hour. 

What happens in the summer? 

They tend to get less actually. Well we do the athletics, I carry on 

the netball for one lunchtime. 

Do you work less in the lunch hour during the summer? 

Yes. 

And less evening? 

I should think so, yes. Well you've got the athletics ••••• 



Could you do tennis? I~ you wanted? 

We could do yes~ if we got a lot more racquets. We are short of 

racquets mainly. 

I'm surprised at the shortage of equipment here. 

Well, it disappears. One year we bought a lot o~ racquets and we let 

the 6th ~orm have the key f'or the ~acilities to get the racque.ts out 

and a lot o~ the racquets have disappeared, a lot of' balls as well. 

Having so rna~ children on games at once we haven't got enough courts 

never mind racquets and balls to do tennis with. We concentrate on 

athletics. Personally I like watching tennis but I don't know enough 

about it or I don't feel that I'm able to coach a team. 

Since leaving college how maw courses have you been on? 

Quite a f'ew netball courses, I started a Dance course which fell 

through what with the teachers work to rule and what have you. And 

a ~irst aid course .. 

This was goipg back to last term? 

I think it was last yearp it was last year when they had the 

caretakers dispute, they were all sort o~ ••••• there was a c curse 

on at Darton. 

That just folded? 

Yes, the first week I couldn't go and the second and third week I 

went. 

That was ~or what? 

That was far Dance, that was a Dance course. 



Are you involved in agy Open University or anything like that? 

No. I've thought about it but ••• well not Open University but B.Ed. 

I do e. I1ight class for swimming. 

You take that? 

Yes. 

You were doing something at Easingley? 

Oh I was ru:r.u""U.ng gyn:mas tics there, yes. I stopped that and I'm 

doing a swimming night class now. 

What's the swimmipg? Who do you take, Adults? 

No, children. Of'f'icially a parent/child swimming class. 

Where does that take place? 

Here. I let the parents go in but I don't teach the parents. 

It's there for the children? 

Yes. The youngest is three and the oldest is about eleven. 

So you've got guite a lot on your plate? 

Compare it to some people, probably not, compared to others, yes. 

What's the thing with the school that disturbs you most now? 

The Headmaster I think. The lack of responsibility from the top. 

You sound over-awed. I don't know whether I've got the right ••••••• 

just a little bit defeated. 



To me I've come to accept it. Because I've realised I can't change 

it. 

There's not much sparkle in the job. 

The situation in the school I've accepted because I don't think 

there is anything certainly I can do about it or whether anybo~v 

can do about it. I mean P.E. Adviser has been in and he doesn't 

like the situation and he's not doing anything about it. 

They are all runnine; a mile away from it instead of facing up to it. 

Oh yes. 

You have accepted it. You're not fighting about agything at all 

are you? 

At the moment no. 

Is anybody? When I sa..Y fighting - struggling to make some changes? 

In the Department. 

I don't know, Heather tried to with the Headmaster but she didn't get 

very far. I don't think you will actually, I don 1 t think anybody will.. 

Is he nero~ retirement? 

I wouldn't have thought so 11 no. I mean I would hate to hazard a 

guess as to how old he is but I would s~ he was in his late 40's. 

And he doesn't seem to have anY interest in P.E. except in the rugby? 

And cricket o 

And he doesn't want to know about the problems? 
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I don't think he does. I don't think he wants to know about aqyboQy's 

problems, quite frankly. I mean a lot of s t e£f, I mean we're used to 

travelling because our ~acilities are mixed but a lot o~ staff travel 

between one single lesson and another and he's not real~ interested, 

and yet I bet ~ they had to do that same timetable for a week, 

everybo~' s timetable would change and would be done with mare 

thought. 

I suppose he says to them,"~ you don't like it, get out." 

Probably, yes. I should think so. I ~ound out a long time ago that 

there's one set ~rules for the people that he likes and wants to 

keep a:n:yway, whether you think they're good or whatever and there' s 

a set of rules far those he's just been bothered about. And he'll 

let very good teachers go, with good discipline, which you need 

especially with some of the classes. But he's not really interested. 

Now that you've seen the inside of the profession, had you known this 

before you trained, would you have trained? 

I think~ I could, I mean I must admit I was ••• I spent at least 

two years af my life at school doing nothing, very little. Doing 

what I had to do, despite people saying, "you' 11 regret it 11 and I 

think if I could live it all again, but obviously you can't, I 

would have worked harder and I would have gone into medicine, which 

I wanted to do arzyway but by the time I wanted to do medicine, it was 

~ar too late to go back and pick up three years wasted at science, 

you just cannot but, yes I wanted to teach, I admit it was a shock 

when I first went into the school because I don't think that we were 

told enough. We were given the impression that you could sit and 

everybod;y sat and you could do this and everybody did it. You wouldn't 

catch a.eybody turning round and saying, "I'm not doing that" and 

"it 1 s your job to provide me with a pencil and a pen, I'm not bringing 

one 11 • Children turn round and say, "I 1 m going to bring my mother up." 

You weren't told about these sort o~ problems, or the children. 

Didn't awbod.y try to tell you at College? 



I don't think so, no. You did to a certain extent~ yes. One was 

given the impression that every school had enough equipment so 

you could put enough mats where you wanted them, not to be greed;y P 

but each apparatus could have a mat, it just wasn't so as we found 

out in the first year. You lrnow you could have at least two rounders 

balls •••••• when youre a student you can borrow from college and bring 

them in but it's not teaching you to cope with the situation when you 

go into a school and finding suddenly that there's no rounders balls 

there. 

If I came in now there would be no rounders balls? 

We've got some, yes. You see I think we had children from Wearside in 

our {!;fill but I mean Wearside children are all very well behaved, they 

all had their kit, it was just a false situation. 

Which School Practice schools did you use? 

St. John's, Botten Road, Easingley which was in the process of being 

re-organised, comprehensive school at the time and Bowden Grammar. 

Bowden was a very good school. 

Yes, that would give you a false impression of what places like Bambwgh 

are like. 

You see I think T.P. should be longer with less emphasis on lesson 

plans. You lrnow, such a degree of expected response which to me is a 

farce anyway and if you were truthful ••• eyou lrnow to me you are fur 

better off being critical and writing aqy comments about what went 

wrong and how you are going to improve it rather than writing expected 

response because if you write expected response for half the gym lesson 

it would be that they turn round and sey~ "eh? I don't understand it~ 

you can't do that." 

I think it is a pointless column ffiYSelf. 

It's stupid. 
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I'm still fighting about it with some of my colleagues right now. 

Well as far as lessons are concerned, one worth while thing they say 

is "Where do you want to finish, by the end of the lessonp what we your 

ob,iectives?" And then say. "did you get those ob.iectives,li it's a 

critical •••••••• that's right, that's what it's all about. 

You see we asked once "when you had short gym lessons, could we not 

do apparatus like, the next week,'' and we were told, "No, you can't. 

You have got to have an apparatus lesson every week and floor lesson 

as well." 

Were you told that? 

Yes. 

'Cos there's no point in teaching kids to get one set of apparatus 

and then changing it the nextti.me. 

Oh no we wanted to do floor work one week and then do the apparatus 

the next week because it was such a short lesson and you couldn't 

do your floor work and your apparatus. You couldn't do that. And 

I mean that is a tota~ false situation because if you go with 

those ideas in a school you're going to think you've got to get 

apparatus out irrespective of ••••• you know your floor work might be 

going fantastic and you thing, "well I've got to get apparatus out 

because he said so." 

You've not ·mentioned much about that options programme you were 

running because I thought that was ••••• when you get a big p;roup af 

90 kids coming down and you give out this and you give out the other, 

it seems to me that that was a waste of time. It kept the kids happY. 

Oh yes, but you're just baby=minding aren't you? I'm not actually 

so much in that situation with such a lot of children. I'm twice 

involved where there's three lots of girls and three lots of boys 

classes timetabled together and what we do is the girls will have 

the gym and the pool one half term and the boys the sports hall and 

then vica=versa for the next half term. So you've got three groups 

in the sports hall» well it will divide int0 three so you've got a smallish 

group to yourself of about 15 children but overall you've got a third 



of a sports hall. If it's wet on a Friday after break I have a fourth 

year class, and there's only the pavilion or the sports hall, it means 

if you go in the sports hall again you share it with the boys so you 

end up with about 50 children or whatever i in a thirdi which for that 

child isn't really suitable because you are limited to netball coachingi 

or a game like ••••• where everybo~'s involvedi as opposed to a proper 

game of netball where you can coach to follow on your c oa.ching points o 

That sort of situation. 

End of Recording 

Follow-up Comments 

lo I feel that some attitudes are rather childish. For instance I 

sometimes feel as though people want Clive to fail and do something 

wrong and are pleased when this happens e By now I feel that "the war" 
I 

should be over~ we should bury the hatchet and pull together as a 

team. I realise that this wontt be easy~ but if done should go a long 

way to improving the situation. I find I'm talking more to Clive which 

can't be a bad thing. 

2. This means that the children can remember what they did the lesson 

before., Ideally we could do with another lesson so they have a 

whole term of both swimming and gymnastics. 

3o That's not really a battle except sometimes you have to point out to 

them that periods do not excuse them ar that trivial things don°t 

excuse them. With some third year classes it's a battle because 

with some staff' they do as they please o o ooexpect to do as they please 

with you. They are gradually getting the message through. 

4-o Ite s so easy in this school to truant because very few children 

wear a uniform when you see someone you are not sure where he/ she 

belongs to unless you have taught them. Also with a split site it is 

so easy to stay in the place or wander off somewhere. Very little is 

done about truancy o The deputy head sent out letters to parents of' 

5th farmers asking why they were absent. Out of one class 10 received 

letters~ 2 replied. But of the 8 who didn't nothing has been done., 

It makes you reluctant to do aJ')iY"thingo 
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5. There's nobody prepared to back you up over aeything. For e.g. 

there is a school rule that nobody wears jeweller,y9 but if you 

confiscate it, and an irate parent 'phones you will not be backed 

up. More likely made to feel that you were in the wrong. 

Also it would be tundse to confiscate cigarettes. For the same 

reason - parents may complain that they bought the cigarettes. 

Also they're sometimes reluctant to back you up over discipline 

Heather and I once hit a girl far saying F. off. Her mother told 

the police that we'd broken the child's arm = despite the fact 

that it was the other arm we'd hito We were told be the deputy 

head that it would've been better if we hadn't hit her. What is 

one supposed to do if a child tells you to Fo Offtl 
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You have been in Hucklebrough some considerable time haven't you? 

So that you will know Hucklebrough f'airly well. 

Yes, well I have always livedin Hucklebrough. I was at Callaly for a 

yea_r i teaching English a.nd a. bit of P.E. And then I did full time 

P .E. at the Grammar School and then I did two years Rosla here with 

P.E. as a side line. 

Are you exclusively involved in P.E. now? 

Yes. I have no other timetable commitments outside P.E. 

Do you miss the other teaching? 

Not yet, but I probably will. When I was at Callaly doing a lot of 

English I would rather have done more P.E. And when I came to 

Bamburgh I did all P.E. f'or one yea.r. And then the next year I 

did four lessons of Geography, which made a pleasant change 

actually. I did at least two lessons each day of English and 

Maths •••• and the rest P.E. And I thought that was just about the 

right balance. I think you get stale with P.E. if you do too much. 

I like a bit of variety. So I think I will miss the other subjects 

eventually. You get bored with aeything you do over and over again. 

The third year of Comprehensive organisation? Are you having to 

chan.ge many things? 

You mean this Year? 

You see g I might be wrong here j) but I have a :reeling that the year we 

went comprehensive coincided with the extra yeareo.the raising or the 

school leaving age. And the two things together caused the problemo 

We had a lot of' children who were used to a small Secondary Modern 

School and the sta.f'f' there could get on with them. And then when they 
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came across here they weren't prepared to take anything from aeybody 

except the people they knew. And this caused a lot or problems. I 

think they were very disgruntled at having to stay in the first 

place. I think they had an attitude of resentment to the Bamburgh 

'Snobs' more ar less to the old Grammar School. 

They could not be more contrasting could they? 

Not really. Some of them couldn't. And yet the year after that 

it was a lot easier. It is getting better all the time. We've got 

some problems we shall never solve. But these are very localised 

problems tr..at you would not be in-terested in. Yes it is getting 

better. Mind you not man;y people agree with Comprehensive 

Education. Not that I talk to ••••• I think it is a good step. As 

regards sort of training, I think we would have been better off 

putting a lot more time in ••••• actually ••••• doing practices that 

you would do with a class. I was at (College named) and we were 

pretty thorough in most things but it was a bit light on things 

like Badminton ••••• Basketball. It was reasonable but we didn't go 

into the level of involvement that you get in when you start running 

a team. You know you do the basic practices. 

(Telephone interruption) 

Ah yes, what I was saying •••• Rugby, Gymnastics. Athletics I think 

was pretty well prepared for ••••• I had no problema. Soccer we didooo 

and I can •••• I feel really, you know I don't feel sort of totally 

prepared. I can, you know, if I did sort of. o •• soccer as much as I 

do rugby I think I might run out of ideas •• o • the first two or three 

years ••••• you know •••• on balance of schemes. Badminton and things 

like that now because we've gotoooooi think it's a bad move actually •••• 

away from gyms to sportshalls. I don't like sportshalls very much. 

They are a lot more limiting. The floor is hopeless to do aey 

gymnastics on. And there's no gear. I suppose we could bring gear up. 

But we've got no fixed apparatus ••• wall bars or beams or window ladders 

or ropes. So I think if we are going to get stuck with spartshall we've 

got to work at Badminton skills, Basketball skills, more. Volleyball 
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The buildings dictate the syllabus to a certain extent don't they? 

Yes. Definite~. I do gymnastics now in the sportshall and it's 

going reasonably viell. And T actual~ do gymnastics in the gym twice 

a fortnight. One week out of every two I do two lessons down there. 

Single periods. I miss that I like to work in the gym. I like work~ 

ing with first, second and third year ••••• they enjoy it (gymnastics) 

they enjoy it more than ••••• I think if you took a whole class they 

get more enjoyment than they do out of anything else. And I think 

the less academic you go the mare enjoyment you get out of it •••• 

strangely enough they like gymnastics. I found when I came from 

Callaly •••• I did a lot of gymnastics there ••• we had a very good 

gymnastics team •••• to Bamburgh. They were nowhere near as good, 

The Grammar School lads. Even though we did gymnastics twice a 

week then. The blokes who are good at gym tend to be the tearaways. 

And we had one or two tearaways in the Grammar School who were good 

at gym. Yes I'd rather have gym than sportshall. The facilities here 

are not so good actually. We've got a f!YC1l - at E.G-rove sportshall. 

Weive got some good fields. You could not wish for better fields. 

And we have got plenty of changing accommodation. It is not as good 

as it sounds actually when you come down to the timetabling of it. 

They get one period of gym and a double period of games mostly. 

So that ••••• they are 'banded'. 

Explain that to me. 

I can't actually. In the first year they all do the same thing. But 

in the second year they do different subjects. The remedial groups 

tend to do more gym, than shall we say the academic groups. But it 

means that they only get gymnastics once a :fortnight. I don't think 

it's sufficient. But it's all that we could cope with actually because 

it would be a problem in the winter if we had a stretch of bad weather. 

At the moment if there is a bad day then you can just about cope by 

bringing everybody into the sportshall and swimming poolo No. that's 

just the point you see. Quite often everyboqy can be left out •••• You 

see if there is a first year gymnastics ••••• that takes up the pool and 
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the gym. And if' there 1 s say another gym group say a fourth year 

gym group. That takes up the sport shall. And if you have games 

then which does happen, you've had it theno ••• if it rains then, 

that 's it. There are times when you've got everything you want. 

The gym and sportshall and the pool. 

So that the facilities look attractive but in practice they are inadequate? 

Well when you realise that there are sixteen hundred children trying 

to use thern •••• they are not so good. We've got no more facilities 

than we had per head. 

Do you think that in this school P.E. gets its full recognition? 

(long long pause). Yeh I think it does. I don't think that it 

should be exhaulted. We get plenty of money. We get back heelers 

you know if we want to do something •••• we can do it. Obviously there 

is a very strong academic tradition, which comes first. But this is 

over a broad field. There's no danger of someone saying, "he can't go 

on a crosscountry because we need him to do latin" ••••• It's quite fair. 

You can get a day off to take kids aeywhere. 

Do aw of the P.E. staff do any sub,jects besides P.E? 

None of them at the moment. We are a bit over sta.ff'ed actua.llye 

We are over staffed because the kids are not getting as much P.E. 

as they should I think •••• due to the facilities. We can't fit a~ore 

in. At the same time we've got six full time staff. (3 men and 3 women) 

and we have people come out for games. So there are times when we have 

very small groups and there are other times when we are not doing 

aeything. Because there is nothing on the timetable to do. 

Do you get much help from other staff for your teams? 
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Oh yes. There's no P.E. staff running soccer teams •••• On the boys 

side we've got help~ someboqy helps with the Volleyball team and we 

have a chap who does the cross country far us •••• And that's before 

Robert does Basketball. 

It's a dif~erent story on the womens side? 

Well we ••••• er yes I think it is. They aren't so interested. There is 

one woman who comes out to help with games. And that's about it. Mind 

you I don't know whether they actually want anybody to helpo I think 

they are quite happy to ha-.,e it all tied up, whereas we couldn't 

pass ibly cope o 

It's two different worlds isn° t it? 

Yes I think it is o You know I am not prepared to flog myself. 

Actually I did it when I came to the G!-ammar School •••• I got in in 

the understanding that I would continue with the basketball. Well 

I was doing ••• I had one ~ee dinner time a week. No I didn't actually 

I was doing a gym period. And I had one night when I got home early. 

By the time we had gone comprehensive I'd had enough you know. And 

I don't do it. I just do what I want to do. So I run a rugby team~ 

I do that regularly ••••• ! do athletics. Last year I did a little bit 

of trampoline just as a recreational thing. 

Your own personal interest is in rugby? 

Yes~ yes. 

Do YOU still play? 

Yes I still play. Well Hucklebrough has such a strong traditional rugby~ 

I think we have to keep pushing it. I think we could justify it •••• not 

doing any soccer in the first year ••• when we have the teacher expertise ••• 
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Hucklebrough get most of' their players from there e 13 out of 

15 every week., 

I get the impression that the facilities in Hucklebrough far sport 

are good. Is this a correct impression? 

Yes, 

Yet the kids from the schools are not joining the clubs? 

Oh yes they are. Oh yes. Especially in rugby. Athletics is not 

that popular. You get one lad a year who goes on •••• you are doing 

pretty well. Soccer ••• there's a tremendous amount of soccer goes 

on after school. 

How magy of your school leavers •••• the bgys •••• get involved in some 

sort of club, sport or recreation? 

I couldn't actually say, probably a third. Though I might be wrong 

here because I am thinking when it was a G-rammar School. Now .... long 

pause ..... perhaps less. But there is a lot definitely who go on. 

Do you think the Newsom Report is right to expect the P .E. teacher 

to be a link ~ _w.ith .adult organisations? 

Yes, I think that's true. It's like Ian you see .... he's doing a lot 

of Basketball ••• well there is only one Basketball team in Hucklebrough 

so Ian is quite right to go on plugging Basketball because there is a 

follow-on •••• But where there is no follow on then I think you have to 

look twice at it. You might be wasting time. ,..but you are developing 

skills that will lead to frustration when you leave 0 0 oi 'm a bit 

frustrated actuallyo I learned to fence at college o o •• Now I can't 

fence at all •••• because there is nobo~ to fence with. I don't think 

you have to lay off' a apart because there is no follow on. Because 

by doing that sport you might create a need a.nd then it might be 

filled. 

Is cricket strong? 
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Pretty strong. They play at a very early age here actually. We have 

had lads who have played for adult teams when they were about 12 or 

13. It's a game of hand and eye more than a~thing else. 

When can the pupils in this structure opt out of P.EQ 

Sixth formv Well in the fifth form we give them as much choice as 

we possibly can. At the moment I am forcing them to pla;y hockey 

because we have a hockey team in the sixth form which is struggling. 

I alw~s did hockey with the fifth year when I was at Bamburgh •••• 

I was the only man •••• I wasn't aey good at hockey but at college 

we had done a short course on hockey aeywa.y we had a hockey team ••• 

and they needed someone to do hockey there. It was optional ••• you 

got people who didn't like soccer and didn't like rugby ••• And out 

of 12 or 15 there might have been two who were reasonably co-ordinated •••. 

and it worked. It was enough to keep the teams ticking over. Well this year 

we didn't have enough people on games. We had football, rugby and a group 

that did swilr.ming one week and indoor activities the next •••••• three 

grou.:rsand nobody doing hockey. So what I have done, I've split the 

soccer group in two ••••• and I am just letting them pl~ •••• half of them 

are doing soccer and half of them are doing hockey under duress ••• The 

first group, I said •••• I give them a chance to volunteer, well noboqy 

volunteered •••• I said, well you are going to do it aeyway ••••• " 

and they are doing it. They e nj oye d it and s orne of' them didn' t want 

to swap back on to football. They have only pl~ed four times •••• but 

they are a little bit better than the ones who haven't pl~ed at all. 

And I am going to give them a sort of' four week course. And then I '11 

ask again if a~one wants to play hockey ••••• and if nobody does I will 

have to work through the other groups I think. Make the rugby groups 

do it. It's a good game actually but you'd think it was toothache 

when you mentioned it. 

I would be interested in this link up between the Youth Group and the 

schools, It is new to me and it seems to work particularly well here. 

Am I right in thinking that? 
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It probably works better here than aqywhere. 

Is it Ian who is the Youth Warden? 

Yes, 

He does some teaching with you in the school time does he? 

He does a little bit or P.E .. yes ..... And he did careers with the 

careers man. 

Does he still do agy P.E? 

He does a little bit of basketbalL ••• voluntary actually. 

Is that in curriculum time? 

Oh yes •••• Well actually he starts about 8.15. I think ••• and he has about 

an hour and half with them and they finish at about 10 O'clock •••• 

What children are these? 

These are third years actually. The third year are the first 

comprehensive year and at sport they areabissmall and yet he has 

managed by a lot or hard work to become very successful with a team 

out of them. They are a terrible squad to get anything out of at 

all. 

And yet the third years won't be able to come in here in an eveningu••• 

so he won't be able to meet them in his other capacity as Youth 

Warden •••••••• 

{quietly) He does actually •••• He officially opens at 7.30 but he 

tells them to come up at 6.30 and they do it then. 

It is an interesting link. What sort of changes do you think that you 

are going to have to meet in the future •••• the next two or three years? 
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Sixth form games is going to go, I think, in the next four years. 

As it is it is an afternoon, which is voluntary and they do whatever 

th~ want to do ••• within limits of course. At the moment they do 

yoga all the indoor sports, table tennis: swimming a.nd some go out 

to play football ••• I don't think there will be the numbers to justify 

that sort of thing ••• because the sixth form numbers are going to 

decrease. They are bound to aren't they? Because now we've got 

three schools that merged. In two years time the fifth year are going 

to be this third year ••• out of 250 how maey will stay on •••• Even in 

the grammar school set up, how many stayed? A third? So if you say that 

2Q% of them are grammar school material •••• the sixth form could end 

up with about 50 altogether. Though I believe that once County have 

a good grip on us we shall be the sixth form college. I have a feeling 

that this will be it actually. You see we have got a very academic 

staff. And you can't justify it when you have only got 50 children 

in the sixth farm. Every other school is supposed to be going to have 

sixth farm. It's going to be hopeless. The resources are going to be 

spread very thinly aren't they? It could be that the head of geography 

hasn't even got a degree in geography and is not that kind of 

a bloke. It's daf't really not to have sixth formcollege. That's the 

only change I can see really. 

Does the P.E. staff tend to be isolated? 

Yes. Well I've got a form in the junior school. I'm the form teacher. 

So I'm in the staff room every- morning and I usually pop into Bamburgh 

just to look in the pigeon holes to see if I've got a~ letters. If I 

had just started from somewhere else I think it would be a hell of a job 

to get to know acy-one. As it is I know most of the Grammar School lads 

(teachers) and the E. Road staff 9 I got to know them through doing 

Rosla for two years. So I know quite a lot but I still don't know acy­

music teachers •••• I know a few craft teachers. And other people are 

just faces ••• For instance you get substituted for people who are just 

names (in case of illness) ••• That's as close as you get to them: taking 

a lesson far them when they are off. 
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That's not the way to lead a community is it? 

Well sta~~ meetings are 90 odd ••• well it's not a meeting real~ it's 

a monologue. If' everybody had their say you would be there God knows 

how long. 

How is the school structured? Is it organised into ~aculties? 

We are a bit higgledy piggledy really I think. We are a department 

whereas Humanities covers •••• chuckle 'aeything' but Geography and 

History among other things. But there is a head of Geography in it 

and I think the Head of History is also in it. 

Are you invited to a Head o~ Department meeting? 

Yes, we have had one this term. 

Does the Head show much interest in your department? 

Yes. He is very keen on Rugby. He insists on rugby as a matter 

of fact. And he would be prepared to say "no more football'. He 

turns up to watch athletics meetings. He's quite interested. I 

think he is a good bloke. You can talk to him ••••• he's quite reasonable. 

Thanks ~or giving up the time. May I keep in touch with you? 

Sure. 

(He had a few parting statements about training at College) 

We spent a lot of time on the philosophy of P.E. which might help you 

to argue a lot better, but when it comes down to it, you need to be a 

craftsmanJ I suppose. You have to know the steps to go through» 

techniques and class control and things like that. I have no grouse 

about college. I am quite proud to have gone to (college named). But 

I feel better prepared than others. Things jump to your mind that you 

have done •••• things like ••• well I don't know. I would hate to think 



Mo45/10 

that things were going towards sportshalls more than a~hing 

else. Normally you would manage just a little bit of badminton 

with the sixth f'orm with a small group in a gym wouldn't youooooo 

but now it's got to be a major activity almost, I think a lot of 

teachers are games teachers instead of being PoEo teacherse 

I get the feeling that there is a strong oompet;tive element throu§hout 

Hucklebrough ••••• am I right? 

Righto There are more :rights about who is eligible for what. We are 

having a big discussion about whether we should have fifth farm in 

athletics competitiona. They are naturally competitive in Hucklebrough o 

A rugby team will go out harder against a local team so that you will 

have someboqy close to scoff at don't you? If they come from Whitby 

and you beat them you never meet them again. 

End of Recording 

No follow-up comments 
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When I came here rour years ago you had just more or less taken 

over the department. Now I take the line either that a department 

goes down or it goes up, it d.oesn' t stew on a plateau. In your own 

assessment, having settled in, got the comprehensive system moving. 

Do you feel it's gone down or it's gone up? 

I don't know. I think the whole school's gone up actually. The 

general level, because I taught English as well. 

Axe you still teach:i.ne; English? 

I've just gone back to it. I do a few lessons a week now. 'rhe 

general standard's gone up right through. But the P.E. situation 

has got no better for a number of reasons. The travelling involved, 

the second one is the way that the top band don' t get any P. E. The 

curriculum's worked out so that the people who do Latin and French 

and things like that, well the top band get no P.E. as 2. subject, 

they get games but the people who do Latin af'ter that g:coup get 

one lesson of games - half of a double, they disappear half we:y 

through or arrive half way through. 

If I've got it right, Clive, most children are due to a double 

period and a single period of P.E. and then the people who are 

better, who are streamed into the upper bands only get one double 

games but those that are very good only get one single of games, 

is that more or less the nattern? 

Yes, that starts after second year. 

So all first years get 2. double and a single, second years get a 

double and a single, third years. depending on ,r.,rhich band they are 

get a decreasing amount. 

Yes, now for example the tutorial stream or the remedial stream 

in the third year get at least two P.E. periods and a double games, 

so that it's weighted towards the lower end of the •••••••• 
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So really ••••• 

In fact we spend most of our time with the lower academic bands 

and the sinfle period of ga.mes is nn e;ood to anybody you spend 

more time locking up and unlocking. 

The lower bands in particular because they are the ones that are 

likely to resist. They are more resistant I would think to most 

things in school. 

It's harder v10rk, taking the lower bands and the thing is, they 

put them in a small group so th~t the teacher might perhe.ps get 

twelve or fifteen, but there's technically more boys than girls 

actually in these groups and then when we get them together we 

might have about 20-25 boys, you know, it's not quite so bad now 

but it was last year. We would get 25 very difficult children all 

in one go; and that was hard work. It's not quite as bad this year 

but they tend to overlook P.E. They don't really take it seriously. 

I got this impression last time from yourself, from the young man 

I think he's left since, in fact you'd had a departmental meeting 

to make a presentation of your case to the Head and he more or less 

said, "if you don't like it, get out." This is going back 4t years ago. 

It's hard to complain about, if it doesn't effect him too much he'll 

let you do it. But the type of thing happens •••• I want to go to County 0 s 

Camp School 11 it's in Northumberland and I was prepared to go 

any time and I wanted to take the fourth year and 62 children but 

you get very little encouragement and certainly no help. "You can't 

go now because there's a trip to France" and "You can't go this 

time •••• " and it's ended up that we have applied but we haven't 

been accepted yet. We've applied to go in 1\'JB.rch. It'll be f'reezing 

and with the third year. So H.'s a matter of the least disturbance. 

I don't really think that they put themselves out. 

As you sa,y the thing is that there is no encouragement. there is a 

tendency to resist and make it difficult. 
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Well they don't see a thing like tllat as being good for the school 

and deserves pushing. They think that if they can fit you in they 

are doing you a big favour. That 1 s the general impression, you 

know, by allowing you to do this sort of thing that they deserve 

a pat on the back. So really I think it 1 s the wrong way round, 

I mean I want to go, I don't want praise f'or going but I think 

I'm not going for mYSelf, it's good for the children so that it 

should be pushed from the top not merely allowed to happen. 

You said that departments either go up or down, I don't think they 

do e.ctually, I don't think this one's gone up and I don't think 

it's gone down. I f'eel there is more I could do, I don't think I 1 ve 

made a particularly good job of it, to be honest. 

Do vou thi!kany head of' dep~r_:tment ever feels that he is doing a 

good job? 

I don't know but it's so messy. The thing is so messy. Because you 

can never plan who is going to get who from year to year, you can 

never even plan that you' 11 have P.E. staff available to teach these 

children. So to get a programme that works right through ana_ to 

make sure ••••• well you can't make sure that everybody does it, it's 

impoEsible because you might get a games lesson where you've got two 

teachers who are not P.E. trained so that although in the winter they 

tend to be quite handy and they work hard when it comes to the summer 

they are hopeless really, when you want to do athletics, you need 

specialist knowledge to teach athletics. 

That seems to be one of' your problems because you're still having to 

rely on untrained P.E. teachers for your games. I gather tbat whoever 

forms the timetable or whoever allocates staff' they give you certain, 

say English Teachers. Historx_, Teachers, _ to__help with the games. They 

ma.y be good on rugby in winter but in summer they don't know ?Jhat 

they're doing in athletics or CPicket or whatever you do. 

Yes, that's the trouble. 

So you're having to employ .~tel!l:ll!_ 



We have one or two good amateurs, probably better than a lot of 

professionals, one or two. I don't mind it. But •••• when you've 

got to actually rely on them in tho, sum;::e:c, I mean v:e 've had 

occasions when I've said to people in the summer, "don't bother 

coming, you might as well stay away. We'll do it. 11 For instance, 

they put somebody on first year games where we only want to do 

rugby in the first year and he's never played rugby so I said, 

"there's no point, don't come. II We've got two people on now. 

Although tbey are keen, they aren't going to be any use at all 

in the summer. There is nothing we can do about it. We are 

understaf'fed but we have no chance of getting anyboa,y else. 

If you went to the Head and said, 11 look this is presentinp; me with 

a particular problem~ how would he react? 

If it didn't disrupt him at all he would say go ahead. But I went 

recently and P .E. Adviser came up and he was having a go at him. 

He came up to see James. James was taking ••• He came up at an 

awkward time. It was a change round week. They do 4 weeks of each 

activity then they swap round. And it doesn't matter how often 

you tell children there is always a bit of confusion. Anyway, it 

just worked out that he had the lowest academic group and he had 

them for rugby and they weren't very keen and P.E. Adviser said, 

"should they be doine; it?" You know, they obviously didn't want 

to do it, but they didn't know James, they had never had him 

before. In justifying what we did I produced the breakdown of the 

timetable to show him who got what. He said he was astounded that 

these children weren't getting ~ P.E. So he said could he have a 

copy? I said no. I said, "as far as I 1 m concerned you can but I 

will have to check with the Headmaster that it 1 s alright." When I 

checked he said, "No, he can't have a one but he would discuss it 

with him at any time." I said, "Well I do agree with him that they 

are not getting P.E. they need i~' and the bosses reply was that 

"when his daughter was here taking her 'O' levels he didn't complain 

that she wasn't getting any." That was true because P .E. Adviser's 

daughter did go here and she did get 'A 1 levels and what have you and 
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she didn't get much P.E. And it didn't seem to bother P.E.A. 

at the time. So I feel. ••• you can't push him on a point like 

that. He won't move. He won't be unpleasant, but he won't move. 

And the~e's noboQy can call him. It's not that he doeGn't 

want to it's just that he thinks Latin or whatever is more 

important. He's that way inclined. We have had a fair proportion 

gone to Oxf'ord since he took over, more than we had under the 

old system. That's what he sees himself here for. To get kids 

through exams more than to •••••• he likes to see it going on. 

He likes to come on a Saturday morning to see the rugby. That 1 s 

what he comes to see. And he gives the rugby plenty of encourage-

ment but he's very biased toward::; rugby and even though I pref'er 

rugby there is a general feeling amongst the staff that he's most 

unfair towards other sports. In fact he is, I mean I had occasion 

to say that I wanted a boy stopped from doing all activities because 

he had let us down very badly in an athletics match - or it could 

have been cross country - but because he was a rugby players there 

was hell to do, you know. He blows up out of all proportion, it's 

very difficult. I had the same thing last year. A lad stopped 

playing rugby to go and watch Sunderland so I stopped him playing 

far the town. He was most upset because his brother was playing at 

the time in the sixth form and his father threatened to stop them 

all from playing rugby and this was a serious threat. The boss •••• 

which it shouldn't have been, he backed me up but •••••• 

He had you on the mat nevertheless. 

Yes, he wasn't happy, the thing dragged on you know. We are a big 

school and the football members of staff have a chip on their 

shoulders probably, quite rightly. You get sometimes, competition 

for children you know, to play for a particular team. 

Do you run agy soccer teams at all? 

Oh yes we run soccer right through 
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Do you get the same sort of verbal support or actual support from 

the Head? 

It doesn't get aqy support from the Head at alL 

He must be aware of this himself 

Yes, he makes no secret of it. He is unashamed. about it, he ••••• 

Would. he have a P .E. d.epa.rtrnent d.o you think? 

No I think he; d have a games department •••• he'd have :r:ugby department. 

What's his background, is he from a public school or is he from a ••••• 

He went to Oxford.. I think that 1 s why he gets people back there. 

He taught in Pakistan far a while, but I d.on't thiru{ he's particularly 

upper class, sort of •••• ,he's a Socialist you see. I get on quite 

well with him but only because I can see there is no point in being 

unpleasant, it won't get me a~here. And yet I would. get more by 

being reasonable, putting a case for it, we are supposed to see 

child.ren backward.s and. forward.s through the Park. 

This is one of the problems, this split site business. 

It's impossible to ••••• We've stopped. doing the mid.d.le lesson in 

the afternoons as a single lesson. 

What would. it involve? Give me an example of the time lost. If I 

were in a particular farm, say a third. form •••• It must take ten 

minutes at least to change over from one sight to another. 

Yes it takes at least that. But you've got a problem you see. 

This is another thing; they can only timetable a P.E. lesson, a 

gym lesson, when there is no games on so that then squeezes the 

gym timetable into a narrm'V time. 
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That's because or starf? 

That's because of staff, so that means that you get a lot of 

first, second and third year gym lessons going on at the same 

time which means not only do you have to use the pool because •••• 

they timetable two classes for two teachers so you have say, 

the boys in the gym, the girls in the pool, but the othere are 

also timetabled so you get two classes in the sports hall at 

the same time so that out of say 4 classes, three classes are 

travelling up. 

So these would be .junior classes that are normally clo.sses that 

are based on the Junior site, they've got to come up here, go 

to the pool, to use the sports hall and there may only be one 

using the gym. 

You know it wouldn't work out like that, what it would be perhaps, 

two classes of boys in the pool, two classes or girls in the gym 

and two complete classes boys and girls, in the sports hall. 

Which is not very good because •••••• 

That's not easy is it? So there'll be two teachers with two classes 

in the sports hall. How do you manage that? 

Not very well to be honest. I don't like sports halls anyvfay, 

they are not suitable for young children at all. The floor is 

no good ror gymnastics, the atmosphere is no good f'or gymnastics, 

there is too much noise and you can't leave aeything in a sports 

hall because there's so many groups use it that the things get •••• 

So it's simply a space 

That's what it is, yes. 

You can't leave gymnastic eguipment out? 



M-45/8 

There was a time when I went over to see about the timetable 

and they'd timetabled something like 120 people to use it at 

one time and they thought that was quite reasonable. 4 classeso 

Up to the sports hall? 

Yes and I said, "it's ridiculous" and they said, "we can't 

change it, it's in the timetable." So I said "you'll have to 

change it, we can't do it, it's impossible." And they changed 

it. 

§o ___ there' s a split site di:rficulty moving kids across, there is 

also an unsympathetic timetable committee or person that doesn't 

have asy understanding of the problems of timetabling P.E. 

It's a staffing problem as well. I can understand that they can't 

timetable gym if there's noboqy to take it. So we are understaffed. 

I'm not sure how the rest of Hucklebrough is staffed for P.E. I 

think we are understaffed. 

I don't know at the moment the number of pupils in each of the 

schools, every department with the exception of Callaly has got 

it's three men, three women. 

We have 1,400. I don't know how many the others have. We are about 

the biggest I think. 

Oh well, Callaly has got 8 P.E. staff - 4 men, 4 women, so I can 

only think they have greater numbers but ••••• 

I'll check. I think Aiden would perhaps be the only school that 

was bigger than this. Gargrave' s very small, it's only about half 

the size really. Dovedale I think have quite a lot. We were the 

biggest apart f'rom .Aiden I think. 

If I remember rightly you went to (College named) didn't you? 



That's right, yes. 

If you had ;vour time over again would you go into P.E? 

That's a tricky one. I think I would, yes. 

Would you go into teaching again? 

I don't know. I think everybody •••• no I don't suppoEe I would. 

I've enjoyed it mind. Perhaps that's why, knowing what I know 

now. Perhaps I wouldn't. But not knowing it I should think I'd 

flo the same ae;a:i.n. 

And P.E. would still be your prime interest? 

Yes. This isn't really much to do with it, but I think there's 

a lot of Grammar School children who, shall we say, now G.C.E. 

stream children who leave, it's not so bad now but then you.' d 

miss the year if you stayed on for G.C.E. and you got sort of 

pushed into very mediocre jobs. You didn't stay on to do 'A' 

levels. You'd missed apprenticeships and there was only sort 

of clerical jobs left open to you which have very little 

opportunity. So, because apprenticeships weren't really •••••• 

you weren't expected to go and do an apprenticeship, that's what 

I regret, I think I would, if I hadn't done this, I think I 

would rather have been an electrician or something, to be honest. 

Were you from Hucklebrough originally? 

Yes. 

So you're a Hucklebrough lad. So you know the town very welli 

Oh yes. I think in this type of job now the earnings capacity is 

very limited, I know a lot of lads who've left school the same time 
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as me and went to be tradesmen, and they, if they want to, 

can make a fortune. 

Did you come to this school? 

No, I went to Wearport to schooL I lived in Hucklebrough all 

the time. It's a lottery teaching, isn't it? You could be on 

a scale 1 all your life or you could, if you happen to be in 

the right place at the right time and you rise rapidly. I think 

you get a situation, you can see it throughout Hucklebrough now, 

you can see Tom 1, Jim 1. Tom 1 I think ••• I want to go somewhere 

but there' s nowhere to go. They are at the top of their particular 

tree and there's no stepping off point. You're stuck. There's 

nowhere to go is there once you've become Head of a P.E. 

Department? Especially now that 

there is no obvious progression anywhere and so now you've got to 

take some other qualifications. I know that Jim ? is off doing 

that, a degree in something, I think it's curriculum development 

or something. 

Are you involved in taking an,y further qualifications? Have you 

thought about Open University or branching out or anything like that? 

I've thought about it yes. I did apply a while ago, the same time 

as J.M. actually. J.M. got accepted and I didn't, to do a degree in 

P.E. at City. This was a while ago. J. didn't finish the course but 

that was a while ago. I did apply for it. 

Would this be an in-service B.Ed? 

Yes. In P.E. 

And you applied and weren't accepted? 

I wasn't accepted, no. I just got a letter saying I hadn't been 

accepted. 

Did they give you any reason? 
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Yes they did actually. They said it went on the number of 

c otlr ses you' d been on. 

That sounds very fishy. 

AnYWay I didn't get on it. This was a long time ago. I hadn't 

been teaching very long. J. had been teaching two years longer 

than me. 

And he was accepted? 

Yes and. since then I've been on short courses. I d.on1 t fancy 

the Open University, I would like to do a degree in something 

I was interested in rather than just get one in a sort of 

mish-mash of' educational subjects, you know. But I keep looking. 

It seems to me that Wearport is worth looking at 

I phoned them actually. They are doing a degree in Sports. 

That's right. 

But it was only full-time I think. 

Well they've got a part-time course going but I don't think it'§_ 

a degree yet, it's an advanced diploma course but I think it's good. 

I phoned in the Summer, I saw it in one of the papers and I phoned 

in and they sent me a prospectus. 

Have you ever applied for a year off? 

No-

It doesn't appeal to you? 

It does appeal to me but I've never been in a position really to want 

a one or to think that ••• I've changed jobs fairly rapidly actually, 

this if:. the longest I've ever been in one job. 
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Where did you go after training? 

I came to Hucklebrough. I went to CallaLy actually as an English 

teacher. I was annoyed about tha.t. Hucklebrough then wa.s going 

to write to you if you were getting a grant from them because 

they needed teachers. 

When did you leave college? 

1970. So I had a very short interview and they just accept you 

by the bucketful you know. Then I got this letter and they sent 

me to a Junior Schoo). just around the corner so I wt:nt and I 

said, "this is no good I'm not even Junior trained." Well it 

was a junior secondary but •••• they said, 11 oh well that's it." 

It was amazing, I don't know what had happened a~w~ I got a 

letter saying would I like to go to Callaly, teachints English 

so I went. I had no choice really and I did about 20 periods of 

English and 10 of' P.E. at Callaly for a year. Then I got J.M's~ 

job here actually. I think probably he put ~word in :for me, I 

don't know. 

J.M. was here was he? 

Yes. 

And he moved to? 

Dovedale. Well what was then (School nruaed) and I came up here 

and then when the chap from (named school) got the job as Headmaster 

of G-arg:r'ave, J. sort of' ';rent with him. So it was all very complicated. 

So really you did a year at Callaly and then viTtu~lly came here? 

Yes. I came here and I did P.E. And then we went comprehensive. I 

was obviously not going to get any job worth anythints in P.E. so I 

applied fo a tutorial job which was something like 12 periods a 

week, English and Maths with a tutorial :fourth or f'if'th year and 
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the r-est your own subject and I got one of them and then 

when Jenny retired, I got the P.E. job here. I never have 

wanted a year off because I've never really •••• I 1 d like to make 

a good go of one job before I applied. I haven't really ••• I'm 

not at all satisfied with the set-up here. We've had a fa:ir 

turnover of staff. 

You've had problems with staff haven't you? Frank.J.y. 

I hope that by not sort of standing, dignity and that type of thing 

that eventually things would swing round .:;.ncl. to a certain extent 

they have. But I think to really get a department where you want 

it you need people who've got something to prove, in the department 

and we've been lacking that. You need people who'll take a ••••• 

I don't want to down-grade people but you need somebody who is 

going to work hard in every aspect • 

You had the burden of Sue Bond who must have been ~fficult 

to live with in your position? 

That was very short lived actually, the whole thing. 

It can't have made life easy for you though? 

Life's a lot easier year by year actually. Things from my point of 

view have got easier. I don't know whether yon ktlow JenDZl· She had 

a very rough time which she didn 1 t deserve at all really. She was 

very nice, Jenny,and I still see her occasionally. Her husband is 

a keen rue;by supporter and I suppose she is. She had a very rough 

ride for no reason really, when she should have had support she 

didn't get it. 

She was very weary of the ,job wasn't she when she left? 

Yes, I didn't blame her actually. I was sort of outside then 

with being in the tutorial department. And they didn't give her 



any help at all. 

Yfho were they that did... .. 1.t t g~,,e her aBY help? 

Ro1)ert and Elaine. They did less than back her. They were very 

unhelpful I thought. 

That was a difficult inheritance for xou? 

Well it was a difficult time :for everybociy. When .Jeney took 

over we bad a lot o:f discipline problems 1··ight through with 

16 year old lads we didn't know. And the same with the girls 

and Jeney wasn't used to that being at a High School. So it's 

gradually got better. I don't think the sort of ••• we do try and 

get a basic core but I 1 d rather have somebociy teaching something 

they liked, well, than say, you've got to do this and have them do 

it badly. So th::'.t':: the big problem I think. 

Trying to match teachers with particular activities 

Yes. Sometimes it works out that you upset people by this. I 

upset Robert two years ago so I haven't done it since but I 

left him off first years games. I swapped him off because he had 

never shown aey real interest in them, he •••• and I thought, we'll 

get people on who work at ito He wa.s upset abou-t H, he didn't say 

it at the time and I didn't think I was doing him a~- dis-service 

but he took it as a professional sort of .•.• anyway since then he's 

been on and I must admit it he has worked at it. I think everybody 

would rather take over a department where they felt as tl-'Jngh, if 

nothing else, they'cl been at it longer than anyone else, that gives 

you a big advantage. You say well I've seen more than you and this 

is what we do. But I couldn't say that. 

So you felt vulnerable coming into it 

Not so much as though I knew this, I didn't feel. ••• I always felt that 

I could do it better to be honest. But I could underste..nd their 

feelings you know, I would have felt the same I supposeo But I don't 
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know •••. Robert booked straight out of the changing room we shared 

then and he's never been back in since, that type of thing and 

it's not easy. Though as I say it 1 s settled down now, I mean we 

get on. I was as much at fault, well not really bu.t I didn't handle 

it very well I've got to e.clmit that. Beclwse of the sort of strain 

we tended not to talk much. And, you see, he doesn't talk a lot 

aqywa.y, Robert, and things which I should have told him I tended 

to leave a little bit you know. Things like when we were having 

the house cross countries, I would leave it, I would work it all 

out and because we were ••• I don't knovr but I think he was avoiding 

me but I would never •••• ,Now I would never do it that was I would 

write a sheet out ana say +.his is what we're doing on so and so. 

But that situation has gone now so you know I just say we're having 

it so and so and it's eased a lot from that point o~ view. I 

thought actually he would have le~t, but there's nowhere to go, 

that's another •••••••• 

This is one o~ the d~~iculties, I see a lot o~ d~~iculties ~or 

people like yourself and Heads o~ Departments in the town. Where do 

they go to because ~ they stay there any length o~ time, unless 

there is some innovation, unless there's some hope and change that's 

going to keep them interested, they are going to sour over a long 

period o~ time. 

I would think T.R. 

I 1 m astonished that in 1979 there is a lack of dialogue going on 

at two points. That is between all the P.E. teachers in this 

Borough, the problems today because they are di~~erent problems 

today than they had sa.y ~ive years ago, or ten yea:rs ago. ·ahat is 

the direction we all ought to be going in? And that kind of debate, 

not that you come out with some nice crystal clear rule 1, rule 2 

answers. Nonetheless to try and keep the interest or try and get 

the interest rolling again in one particular town. Now there is no 

exchange o~ that sort going on. The other thine; is that with in 

departments there doesn't seem to be regular kind of debate, 

formally. Informal - yes. round a cup of tea. But there's got to 

be a mare ~ormalising o~ this and say well look we can improve the 

department. can we make it more interesti!% to work in and having 
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regular meetirgs? I don't mean a rigidly formal thing but monetheless 

try to work towards a better policy given the conditions people are 

working under. The only hope I can see is that people might feel that 

there is more debate going on, more generation, but I can see that there 

are difficulties. Would that be an idea worth introducing here or is it 

one that would ,just fall flat on it's face. 

Well In Hucklebrough first of all there used to be that type of 

thing regularly. At least there used to be a lot more well attended 

meetings than there w~e now, But when you see, for one thing P.E.A. 

was based onl,y in Hucklebrough. Not that he was always there, but 

that type of meeting tended to be called by him whereas the other 

meetings, Athletics and all the rest just went on normally. I 

think the whole job is less clear cut than it used to be, there is 

so much sort of administration and working out what you're going to 

do in yourown school that you tend to ignore the rest of the town 

actually. There's no sort of body of people, there's no unity amongst 

the P.E. staff in Hucklebrough. 

That's right. On the contrary when I came here four years ago 

there was a good deal of genuine hostility. Whether that's mellowed 

or not I get the feeling that it might have now. 

Well only through lack of content probably. There's not the 

committment to Hucklebrough as a whole, there's no really keen 

sort of team spirit or acything, we turn a town athletic team 

out. 

It's a very interesting statement you made there because this is 

one of the things that I would love to find out if I could. You 

said there's no committment to Hucklebrough. Now that I find very 

interesting because of what I said to you yesterdg¥. I would like 

to think that the teachers that 'rere working in Hucklebrougha this 

is a sort of fantasy that I have. would have a committment to the 

problem. It seems as though they are not committed to Hucklebrough 

although you and people like you who have been born in Hucklebrough 

must have some sort of loyalty to it. Some affection for it. But 
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you don't see it in that way. You just see it as a matter of 

surviving in your own little parish o 

I'm on foreign soil over her·e you see. I'm f1.··ow the o'lhei' side 

and there's still a lot of that. I still regard this as West 

actually. T.R. probably the same I think and J.M. from 

Broughton. 

There is still this divide isn't there? 

David, I don't know if he's from Hucklebrough, Alan is from 

Hyukleb:!'ougl1 bert: he! s ovel' where he belongs on the Old Breakwater. 

We went into Dentral then Central became Hucklebrough then we went 

into County and we still feel as though we belong to County 2. We 

don't really enjoy County. 

Not only do you enjoy it there's a good deal of hostility to it, from 

other ue oule • 

Oh yes. 

Great suspicion, 

So I think that could have something to do with it, the fact that 

there's no ••••• County hasn't got an entity I don't think, as a Coun~J. 

You know you would get your· lad on to County 2 and you thought that 

was really good you know. But County 1 is more or less a second rate 

county as regards things like •••• it seems to me that there's no sort 

of historical background to it or ~thing. And I think people resent 

being in County, I think some people resent being in Hucklebrough. 

I'm sure they do. 

People who were from the Old Breakwater I know not it would be 

far too small and they were probably sensible to go in ••• but you 

see things that you knov.r, you walk down the Breal<:water and. it's 

a disgrace and yet they spend a fortune keeping Astone clean and 

they ignore that end. There's a lot of discrimination. 
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I 1 m not so sure where the divide was. The Old Breakwater was 

Hucklebrough? 

Yes and then it spread up over into where El termere school is nov1. 

'Phat was all H1.10klebrough as :f'e.r as the hospital e"nd tl:.e!:. that 

was all Central. 

So this South of' that line was regarded as Central? 

Yes and then it all became Hucklebrough. But there's still a lot 

of' animosity from the people who represent Old Breabvater and they 

s~, why don't we ever get a~thing ••••• So I don't think it's had 

time really to build up a particular town spirit a~way. If' they 

spent as much time building up local activities as they spend going 

to and they are thinking now of' going to Navyport because 

they've got The Relic down in the dock. I think it would be money 

far better spent. There is no team spirit, you're right, and there's 

no ••••• I think it's because the sort of ideology has worn off, I 

suppose to a certain extent they've been ground by the system I 

suppose. 

Tell me if' I'm wrong. It seems to me that when I started four and a 

half years ago, looking at it seriously, all the schools, the morale 

was high. the P.E. depts. were committed to the schools, I don't know 

if they \rere committed to the town, there was basketball going. 

athletics was thriving. it was all happening, I thought it was a 

fever. I'm now of the opinion that what had happened was a reformation 

of' these teams and they were building their own empire and then they 

found that they weren't welcome. There's been a destruction going on 

because there's now a loss of interest. All the earlier hopes have 

been disanpointments. For one reason or another, that momentum didn't 

keep going. So that there is a sourness now. a depression. a loss of 

mora1e. as I see it right round each department. I don't think it's 

functioning in arzy way like the hope that it had and the c ommi ttment 

that it had. 

Yes, I think that puts it very well. 
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Now then, what o:f the future? What's going to be in the next year, 

the year after, the year after that? Have you any hopes insof'ar as 

you must have some hopes because you say, well I think that I could 

have done the ,i ob better but anybodv would. say that if they think 

of' the .i ob. Is there one way where you say, '' I'd like to sharpen 

that next year." Is there an.v way that you can see your way through 

that or is it too confusing? 

I've been trying for a while actually. I thought that when I was on 

the sick, I'll get that scheme worked out and I'll go through it 

and I'll sort it out. I've got most of' the way through it actually 

but it tends: t owaras thP. np:per end of the school. ~Vhat we ere doing 

seems to be what we are doing right through, and there must be some 

sort of eh •••• it lookeCl_ very weak on paper toward.s the end because 

it looked as though we were just carrying on. \Vhat wasn't evident 

was the sort of small amount of time you were spending on each 

thing, even though we do rugl;~- every year or :football every year 

or basketball every year, they perhaps only do it for ei,tht weeks, 

that's what it boils down to, they get eight weeks roughly anyway, 

they might set nine, they might get ten, or they might get seven, 

it depends on a lot of things. I think there must be a case where 

I concentrate on it more and than not so much forgetting about it 

hut taking it out of the timetable and allowing :It to carry on f'or 

the ones who developed. an interest in it as a team game or an 

after school activity and moving onto something else which you 

can do more in depth and sort of reinforce. You get them out 

in the third year ,: no. they are very little different in school 

to what they were in the second year, becav.se ~rou haven't got the 

time to spend on them and they're not getting a lot of P.E. anywa:y. 

Tbe;\t 1 s right 

f,o that.' s what I 1 m thinking about. Vihether perhaps say, well 

look you do rugby in the first year. I mean they perhaps do 

soccer right through the second year so we do actually get some 

improvement. You know basketball. Perhaps even a fair session of 

cross country which tends to be overlooked a little bit I think. 

I think it's quite 1Jend'icial, cross country, if it isn't pushed 

too hard. I find now and again when I get a small group, or perhaps 

there's Robert and rzyself' with a group and you maybe get 7 or 8 
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vts.n!.:ing to do cross country and it builds up that gToup, if you go 

every week you know. It starts to build up. People like to go 

because it's quite pleasant over there :.o.c~~u.ally. But I think we've 

got to do that. I think we've got to stop •••• we've done it to 2 

cer·::8-Ll c::x--'c.en-1~, 1;e:fo:c.;; we used to do •••• well it was a system I 

inherited, it was that they did gymnastics one week and swirnming 

the next week and now we do it half termly, they do gym for l"ialf 

term i_:l-,en they swap ano +.hey clo swimmine: for a half' term and that's far 

better, I find it far better. I think most other people do and actually 

that was met with a bit of opposition, -they dil1n't really ••••• they 

weren't very keen on it but I said, 11 look we don't want •.•••• 

Anywa:y I said we're going to do it, so we've done it and it's been 

mo:r·e successful. I v;ou16.n'.Z. sb] lt was ••••• 

In the same wa;r that you're trying to solve p:coblems and say well 

shall we do this or shall we do that. Would you get any co-operation 

if you brought that into a departmental sort of ••• and said., 11~:~ 

shall we go? Would they be interested enough to participate or would 

you feel that it were e threat? 

Oh no I wouldn't feel that it was a threat. 

Because the wa,y that I would do it, say, "look I've got this problem, 

what 1 s your opinion"?" Now we do that at college •••• 

I think that was one of my faults at first, I tended to work it 

out myself and it doesn't go down very well, people like the chance 

to . ..... o 

'Cos even if I've got a nice dream idea unless they were prepared 

to work it out and do it, it's useless. It's sometimes easy t,2_ 

say this when you're not part of the community. 

Oh it's true. I think that.., •• o 

You share the problem but sometimes the relationships and I could 

imagine the relationships here right now are not going to help any 

sort of team wark. 
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No at the moment it's particularly bad in the female department. 

We had some[-,)(!;)' else you know between Sue and Ann. She had an 

unhappy time, she we,s ma:cried to a youth organiser and he went 

off and left her. So th.e ~vorne11' s depa.rtment has been. o o o tl-1ere' s 

only sort of Elaine been right through. Heather said Elaine 

expects to get Janet's job when J. leaves, if J ever does, 

there's no chance, I wouldn't think. Certainly not from my 

point of view. You need, I think, 2'- lot of team work in the 

department and vre lacked that. Callaly have it, I don't know 

whether you found that, what I've seen of them they seem to have 

it 0 

It's very difficult for me to assess that. 

Well I think D. and J. work very well together. 

You see it's O.K. if you've got a stability. I don't think you 

should be too hard on yourself'. I think that awbody who cares about 

their job will never be satisfied with it. It's always imperfect 

because human institutions are imperfect. Human beings are very odd 

people anYyla¥• But you've got a load of trouble here. 

Well that part obviously affected a lot but what I find very annoying 

more than anything else is the fact that with this multiple use of 

equipment you go to do something and it's gone, it's been damaged 

or it hasn't been put back ancl the most trivial things can cause 

an amazing amount of bother. I think whoever designed the sports 

hall wants shooting to start with, I mean the thing leaks like a 

sink, the brickwork is coming out, parts of the bricks are falling 

down. We've got a situation now whereby the restrainer things at 

the top where you haul the nets up are coming out of the brick and 

I've reported it twice. Nills Larsen.s have been around, they 

haven't done it and if' a kid pulls it, its a pully block up on 

the top, its going to come out, or at least it looks to me, the 

bricks easing out of the wall at the top. Some body has just stolen 

the locking mechanism that locks the badminton posts into the floor. 



Now, when does it happen? Th8.t' s the thing, when does it happen? 

You can never find out when it happens. We go out at six o'clock, 

quarter six, the cleaners come in. You perhaps have a football 

team in or a rugby team in until half past seven, then you've got 

the youth club in, until 10 o'clock, you can never say, "you did 

that 11
• We've only once pinned it down to one group and they couldn't 

find a football so they rove a door off a cupboard and nothing 

happened to them. 

Was this a school group or an outside group? 

Oh they are outside groups. I'm not saying we are particularly free 

as a school, you know, we do get odd incidents, but you can't track 

it down when it happens after school. People just ignore it, you 

know. "It wasn't us" "It wasn't us sir." 

I think multiple use of facilities is one of the biggest problems but 

you're the first one that's made it eXPlicit. Now is there a special 

reason why this gets more use mgybe than the others? 

It's always being used, right through the day from 9 o'clock in 

the morning until 10 o'clock at night. It's used. 

Does the pool suffer at all? From multiple use • 

No there is nothing you cs.n do to. a swimming pool. 

But the sports hall gets clobbered doesn't it? 

The sports hall is a messo 

Have you ever had grafiti in it? 

A little bit, even the girls toilets. We don't suffer too much from grafiti 

actually. 

But loss of equipment or damage "to equipment. 
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Loss, damage and in the surruner it is bad. In the summer, we need 

equipment down here, we 1 ve got nowhere to keep anything and you 

can't lock everything up, I mean you can lock the trampolines up 

but you can't stop them pinching the shackles which they do. 

When we locked the up they pinched the leg. 

If I came back Clive would you take me around the sports hall just 

to show me and show me the facilities, if I made an appointment 

some time. 

Oh yes, I said this actually through in County. We did have one 

sort of geDe2'"'1 P,E, I think for the older ehildren if yon want 

Badminton or Basketball they o.re ideal but as a teaching resource 

they're not. I'd rather lJe in a gy-m any time. And we had the use 

of a gym, if you didn't use it on games lessons it would be used 

less than half the time, and it's because of things being timetabled 

all at the same time. 

End of recording 

No Follow-up Comments 



Yes, born ,,,nd bred in Hv.ckl.'-'brough 

Very, ;yes. But I 1!cc:3 very lucL;_;r when I left Collet:e tll:'.;.t I came 

straigb.t to I-fu.cl~lebrou.gf!. and I got a job here. If 

job I don't know where I would he.vc: gone. I just took it for 

granted thEot I was goin,:o: to teach in Hucklebrougb. 

Yes. 

'Nell obviously I've tried most sport~: ::1PcU't frorn flying. I used to do 

lots of rugby, athletics, this sol't of tili:u!,;, .!Jhysiual type of sport. 

I'm into anything outdoors at the moment, particularly sailint;, I've 

sailed for about 6 years. It wa.s P.E.A. who introduce(, me to s8.iling 

and it's the only sport that I've ever felt I could really get hooked 

on. Absolutely fabulous. I love it. 

I sail in Hucklebrough. 

Well I don't hn.ve a ·boat. I've got dinghy:: and what have you. ;'!e 

build dingbys here for sailil1{; at U·1e college but I sail -.-rl:cL a 

guy v1ho owns a 34 ft. ocean •... like U,;;:.t one (pointini~ to picture 

of ocean racer) • 

Yes. Great. 



~-q_ YQ..U 9~1!~~- f'!'_Oin_ ggl;L.ege_ and went to Aiden? 

back I Clon't think I would h;:;.ve wanted to go to another school. 

I hc:.d differences of opinion wj_th I.Bates, the Head of Depc.rtrnent, 

Yes. Pe built up AiO.en to be the foremost school in the tovm for 

sport. It used to 1Je the h1o (named) Gramma Schools that v70n 

Eoys' School under I.B. did very vrell in sport. Of course the 

success of the school was related not. to the examination success 

but to the sportin.·'". success and the old Headmaster there wa.s very 

keen and when l started I think at the same time three other people 

started strairht from college, it 17as goint:; comprehensive, big 

school, lots more people, needed 2. lJif: staff and at one time I 

think there might h2.ve been 10 or 11 P.E. staff there, very bi~:--;, 

all young, all well qualifieo all ha.ving c;ood bc:.ckgrounds of 

school and at training college and I don't think there was any 

sport that couldn't be offered to a very very high level between 

8~11 the members of stoi'f there. Of courEe \'Then you've got that type 

of staff most of' them just don't want to stay there, they want to 

move on and He didn 1 t have a chance because the authority werrt 

comprehensive, we 11ere in our· first year, ha,d to a_p;,ly fo:c jobs, 

no chance of getting a .scale post but every\;ody Hho then wanted 

e. scale post, who had ·been in the establishment for a few years 

:ot them so it meant that for the next fe1v years there was no 

chance at all. So if you >'rantec any sort of promotion or advance-

ment you had to move. Eventually lots of us did but I think that 

Aiden, the team that it ha.CJ. in my first tv1o years there, you nould 

have been he:1rd pushec'c to get a better tearn (of teachers) in any 

school in the country. I'm serious about that because it was 

fabulous, really great, lots of yourl€ people and the leadership, 

for all his fau.lts, and I'll say it to his face as well, he had 

lots of faults and I don't think he particularly knows how to handle 

people, I think he's mellowed a lot but he's a first cle.ss teacher, 
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e.t 8 school under anybody else but him because I learned so 

much from him ~.nd I rwn 1 t say he's rr;y hero but he's a person nho 

I can l0ok U}! to and scy "v:ell he is a P .E. teacher, I don 1 t think 

I '11 ever e;et to his stB.nCl.ard. 11 

Yes, <1ell I do feel that I feel that, and vre 1 ve bad om· arguments 

and I left Aiden because r;e couldn 1 t see eye to eye. 

Oh no. And there 1 s renewed respect now because we hadn't spoken for 

a long long time and we met a couple of !.~onclay nights ago !lt a 

sportsman 1 2 dinner and he said a couple of things that mt:cO.e me think~ 
1 yes thi.s guy has melloweo s.nd he does realise why I was a lJi t 

upright at the time.' You see I believe no matter hov! hard you nork, 

no matter how old you o.re, rihat you're doing, everybody needs a pat 

on the heacl and scy 'nell, thanks very much you've done a good job. 1 

I'm the snme a3 everyboay else, you used to work your guts out and 

it \-ras all taken for granted, now if Ian had just come up to me and 

said, 'well done Fred, you've done a good job there, thanks very 

much' , it vrould have made all the difference. But it never :~o.ppened. 

Yes, it would ho.ve made s . .ll tl1e differ~nce to other peu~Jle because 

we all felt the same >\'&..Y, but it wasn't just him. There \',ere lots 

of internal problems between Ian ::nd ot!1er men:'bers of stai'f. 'l'he 

ladies side, that ·oill never be reconciJ.ed bcc<c.u::::e 2 lw.ve no res:xct 

I've not met !ls;!'.• Vfas she at Ulother schgol? 

J~ __ ::_' __ m _ _;o:in:· to be _!_,_o_n~_:::_t _ _:_b_Ol.~_o~ :~.r~~- ~Y't.i.?_u:_l~i-~s- o~c· r.r_o_r~~-n.f~ _ _:L!.l __ an)~ 

:teQJR_-tl.~!.Lgl~;_-~.eps)_SJ_n_~_ ~h§':t~~~_x_ist, the~. ~:ea}i,:ty .'~f t.h_, tendol·:s 11et.o;·1een 
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'v)'ell it \.'aS my fault c-cs v1ell you see, I've e. very fiery temper at 

bu:~·e big crises fair enough I can take them in my st:cide. So 

d1.2.t? lf it' f:. ::oinc to happen it's going to happen. But it's the 

little things that annoy me, because J think v:ell tha.t n::::ecln't 

hs.ve hc_ppened, It ';m::n't my fault it 1·:as youx fe.ult v1hy didn't you 

do that? \'lhy didn't you tell me? \Thy didn't you come to my face 

ana. say 'look J!red you I ve done tl-wt y:rong. I It Is things like that 

which used to annoy me. And it got to such a stage that I would say 

as a direct result of her reh .. tionship with other members of staff 

and i'that have you, four of his team left. 

Yes, &.nd the Heafur:a.stc:r of th:: school (nelriiecl) 1-::ne;·; this becs.use I 

went to him :.-,.nd said, 'look you should know s.bout it ••• ' \Jell he 

should, it':::. his school 2.nd he shou1c.3. knor: and I CEJ.me hel"e, ;,nd 

they phoned me up L .. nd sJ.id, this ','.'':tS two '.'ieeks before the s1..unmer 

term started, ;o .. ncl sG.id 'are you still interested in tl1e job c:.t 

the college?' I s2.ic., ''Oh yes," They .::a.ic\ 'C:.n y0u st::trt in 

September?' I said, 1\'lell I'll hs..ve to see m.Y :Tee.d1rc.ster.' I-:~e 

\:as very very good :::.nd he let ffic come, so I h~-:tO. no i Clea. I nas 

coming here until a fortnieht before the terw .ste.rted. It upset 

me r J.ot, because 1--:hil:ot I nas :o~t school I too:-~ a class tlu'our,h 



four yea.l"E: anr I '.'ci3 very very attached to this cl2,ss c:nct not beinr~ 

e.ble to go back ~~no say coodbye to ther~ hrr'\:: n;e r:;ore th~.n I coulci 

sr!,J really o I clicl go back e..nd we 8.11 hs<l tears. o o o and they ,-,·ere 

very htu't becr::.use the.:y tbou.~;ht I'o left &nd hcJln't tolCi them then 

Well fr::ml the second yeel.l' to the: fifth yeu.r it \1F.us. 

'.'Tell of course, it was my first class, you know. I.t ·was my class. 

OJ·~, I do, even now they com<: snC: see lne, I q;et Christnws csrds from 

thew w1J 
.,. . . 
.L was JUS't in tiie pub the other ni_c;11t e.nd tLere wus o. pint 

put in f'ront of' me, 'here you are Mr. Sanders' and it vras great, 

it gets me, it really cloes, you know. Still get invitations to 

engae.;ement p:::Jrties and 'I 1 ve t:ot two kids nov: sir •••• 

J:'._el~.~m.E!. _if' J. '_II!..J!.J;'2_~.E.~..C.2:.~~--:t;h~- _le~4.ei' _s]l_iR,_stHt':.Qug£__ J..:t.~ .. i:Lf2.nx-~;:Jculc1_!_ 
J£cig.et_l!:,L_.~..£~_c_Q.,.Y19~J'n_ea,_ w,i tb., __ s~_lC?~i .oZ peq_p}~- .h:=~ .. £9nfi£.q;ed. _lFUct~~J-1-~. 

YifJY .. .YQ.U ha.v_~ ,_ th.~Y. have _a gre2,t re_sp~ct for his OFg_al.Jisins s~~i_:p_s., r.;_u~. 

J:l() __ t_ h_is_ R_~r_?_o_mi:el _ _n~El._n;:;,~n_~e}_1!..!.. 

Th c t ' s r " J: t , ye s • 

J.'l_L_t~:J-1..J.:'~Q.l:!___:'tj!~ . ~!ill~n·~ §_s_i_9__n __ l_;:_o~~. ~)E,:_<;!8~1 :oe_J_ S) ol~e_ to !:..:i!-1_ ~1--l, yg_;::c f:J ____ ;;.e_:o 

a.n.d .. I .. t!l_.o_\.l"'htJ_]; __ c_O_t?-_1_0 11f:O_vel' Y.?rl~_f'or __ t__l;~t _rr~cn_. __ ':fh_t?-t. v!O..:~ .P:':!:~~e_J .... y_ P . 

.!i~Jl.!f-,.:Cl,e_o_us k:!:n_§_ .oJ _ree1ct_io_a. Cnc: __ ; Ul1_an h_i!lf.:, _.:.:f'f~ct_i_n;:; en_othe:r hlunan 

fj_e_i_n..:;,o_~-\.n_d" .I :th.~u,~~):lj:;_ :t.hr:o..re _j :.' -~lo _l!a,}'_ t_h.?.t J csn!:l9- J!..Ot\s_f'QF. :t-r:._:i,_f,_ IJi.'iD 

~,t ____ ;,.·.]._]_,__._ A~c_ ]:_ f~).._t p._t __ ·t:_k.t. _t_i;;-~~-'- YC!.t~ w_ou1~: _ _])_s;_ i_n~'Jl.Y~.d __ i_.n__i t i;.:"':... '·i..~.l_l __ 
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uo hs;]f .J?Jo.st _Ij.n Q:.UiQ.r_nj.._Qt;, .2£'... ~:_!-2..' clgc_l~ i0; .tJ. ... _~loJ:r.~_hr ~__n_O. __ :tr.:,i.r~i.l!..Co ___ 

~h~.Y. \Lere iuL.l!j._l}f::_gp_ _o~~-2_-:lpc~:.YJ:: __ 9-!-'1d ...s_c:;_,O,.!l .2-.n} ... it ___ s~eJil~_C. __ t_o _m§ ~. _C!'£.ibj: 



t.Jke LtDV convinciw-; th:::t tl<Ere cu.n'i: he u~·.ny le-1:J:.rtr;,:_x.t.8 tl•.:.:lt 
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-~• t th c t ime it v;a s , ye s • 

We:Ll you've put it o.1l in ••.. . v.'e made I .B. \'fe know that J:. 

knoy:s th<:-t. Ee ds.rc:n't say it bu:~ we n,.;tde LB. I dicl S morninc;s 

a ;--;ee~,, l->_lf ]J::..st seve11 every mo:cnin, \\ent swimming l':ith these kids 

and it l'ia::: eJnazin~;, I mean I .--et UIJ I take my wife to work c:ncJ I 

:!ddc ere i• . .:d.tin;:; outside ii(Jh come on .sir, let 1 s get in". Lnc this 

'.'laS 5 c1ay~~ a week. And it \\'aS ::.m&.zin[~. Eu+: as you say, we all 

wanted to impr<:>ss, He \/ere u1l very very keen, new job, i'e,bulous. 

'l'eachinc: 1:.'as ·,rh:::.t we h:3.d ahwys n::~.nted to do. Doe::-n't motter about 

the money. Doesn't me.tter e.t sll. I've ch::.cnged, It doesn't mectter 

about the money at all, sr-::at, it 0oesn't r:1atter what a:cwbody 

thinks, the kids, fabulous ... ·na ''e builo this up and th·:orE: •::o.s, f•:•r 

sport, there e,:cs nothin;::· to toucl-> .,';iden. ~fothing :;.t 2.ll. But I 

knov{ th;Jt I taught ld.·-'1 s :Bs.sketl-all, Ba.o rninton, Volleyball, ~) occer. 

I l~now I did, necuuse I ,~_·as tl:ere J sav1 the lids. I come L::re and 

my first Y.reek bere I 1 It! te&cbins kid::; l{bo Lave left school. 'l'be;y get 

the shocl' of their lives when they '.taH:eO. in here a.nd saw me. 

Great. O.K. Basketball, Badminton. They h;;dn't 3. clue, .··nc' this to 

me is one of' the gre~~t shock.:., my grea:t shocL: G,nd i·~ ztiJl ]·;_:sn' t 

come l1ome to me. 

T knO'!i rihat I've C.one 1:itL ldd:; at scho~,l 2.11!] I thin'~, or I thought, 

the.t I taught theu; ho·a to play :Eo,dminton how to play :r·as~cct'oe.ll, this 

sort of thint_::. I l:nor, th::ot l rJiC.n' t because I can see them l1ere. 'l'hey 

haven't o. clue. 
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OJ~ yr;;s. I 1VE: seen th~ resui.ts of' lil.._V Oi·:n teE .. cl:in'! you see. TlJj s ·iy. 

didn't };:nm'.' r;ho.t to do, I told P.E.!'.. this c:.nd •••• because obviously 

Oh it c1id. Ana it still does, because ::Js a result of it my philosophy 

of P .E. has chs.ne;ed completely. I thin.k:. I went to o. very very good 

it e>nCl I had lots of standards, very high stand.e.rds. I went to .... Uden, 

the standards there were very very hi.::;b, very high indeed, I mean 

I've been at lads for not havin:::- white gym shoes. I crinr;e at tLe 

ttou,Y·l-;t nol-i. 3ut I just wondered •••• I can think to myself in the 

sports hall nov.' teaching basketball to these kids, 'why did I bother 

teaching bs.sketball to these kids?' Because it's not going to do them 

any gooc1 at all, c..ctually knowing the rules of basketball. Those who 

wanted to know the rules of basketball v.rould know them in any case 

because they cowe to tho: club on the ni.:;ht. Vihy did I sweat my 

f-;uts out there? l,Yl:1en they come here, they are just playing u.nything. 

They don't lr.now. They c1on't remember. There is no carry over of 

\':hat they've done at school, which ma0.e me think, ne:j..l how importrt.nt 

is, not so much P.E. in school because I'm convinced that P.E. is 

important, s.nd I 1 m more convinced than ever noH nhen I see students 

here. But I ;1onder hovt important is the o.ctual getting dorm to 

teaching somebody Badminton, to teaching somebody a discus throv.·, 

to teachin:-; sornebody BasketlJall to actu.c,lly S})lit it dmm in a 

lesson like you teach somebody to add u~J. J don 1 t l.nov1 'dhether 

I'm putting this right, do you. understand what I mean? The formal 

c\Spect of a.ctually teachint :c· subject, P.E. I'm very dubious snd :r 
woulCl go back to D. school and I'd love to have to spend a term in 

;:, school and just wo::ck with kids ••••• , 

:!:l:lis h<ts made a tren~~!ldo~-~ _:h!!!Ract .~ .• Y:9.ll..:_.I.LlJ§i>J1_'t .. §.im=!:_~.~.hed._L2.tlr_ 

f~Jj;l-.!__!n P_!E. _It .£!lte:r_:~d it_ r1'J:.Qi~~ll:y,_._.JLllg _ _j.f _}LO_u. _\:[e}1~~?.asl~_.ap£..:to_o)~. 

over from A.B. nhat sort of things would ;:[<2,U try to work for? Clearly, 

i.f I understand you rj_f':l2;t Ji'recl, vJ12,t yon' re sayinp. is. that the det~;.i}ecL 
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Yes tbat' s right. 

If I am ri,s;;ht, what you're saying is th.s.t' s less important_j:Jl_a.Q 

an att~i~to P.E. 

Exe.ctly yes. It's the :.:.ttitude to P.E. Becaut'e the f.l.ttitude tc 

P.E. of some of these kids i.s to me, noL•, the v.ronc :.:1ttitw1e. Because 
.L ,_ ~ +-
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about cross country. Everybody hotes cross countr:y - i/hy? You can 

love cross country, you CQD. love P.},, You can huve c..n a~·;orene::,s of 

1+_;,c you should do P .>.::. "·u1rJ I do11 1 t f:lt-an you shonlc1 sa.Y to sec end 

year kids, "you're doint: P.~;. becn:u.se wl~en you're older you nant 

to wort 8 hours 0. day, you \\c-.nt to fiVe v:;,lue for money to your 

emplc>.'.'er, you want to be ;:;_ble to ·work overtime so you t::et a bit of 

extr<::. money in your poclcct then you ·,.o..nt to go out with your 

girlfriend anCJ. )lnVe a ~;oo·~· time .,-;j_tl· rer, mliess you're f:2.t you 

can't do tts.Jc." Tl~2.t'z 2:re2.t, th::.1.t's f2.bulous. But nobouy's goinf; 

to understand tLo.t. l'!oboc1y 1 s ,2'oinc; to even listen to it. But it 1 s 

the awareness that 1 s the im)o:rtant thing. Not knowirl{· hov1 to hold 

a discus, not lmov.rine< the ins ::cnQ outs of te.ctical play in l'adminton. 

I'd go b.<:-~.ck to /'.iden, I'c seE.: 1.rh:::t the,y were doing now. I understo.nd 

it's completely different. to :1ho.t we were doint· in the first pJ.c:.ce. 

I would cive everybody r?. che.nce. The kids, ii' they liantec1 to play 

:football, if they \;anted to do bc;.sket1:.all, or if they r1anted to do 

any sport to a tearr, stano.C.!.rd., a hi[!;b standorC., u,ey •.:o\lld !;et .... 

ch::J.nce but it YiOUld not lJe in lesson time. Eut, sayin2; "~1-!at 1 tl-.:j,nt 

there v;oula have to -be a cL::.nf:e ~'or the teacher-s. The;'>' v:oulo ktve 

t•J 'oe somel-,ol•'l rerrarded, rr::nurner:~ted for doint_~ this <::;rt of tL:i.ng 

not in lesson time. Because I 2..1ll very lucky here, G..ny-thin? over 

l.C: hotu:· s I h2.ve class con·cact I p;et pc'.id. :E' or. So I'm getting 

2omething like 8 hottrs 'Jvertiwe c. y;eek. £5 8.11 hour. ~'{ell to me 

tr1at' s great I t;ot the shock of my life d:en that hc:lppened. But 

I nouldn't push the competitive and hir;h1y skilful :.1spect of' P.E. 

c.mm 1_'eople 1 s throe.ts. I knm1 lots of mums and dac1s compl:::.in that 

-'ctere aren't six or seven second year foot.bo.ll tco.lr,s. -.. 'ell if tl.e:ce 
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are enough people r;ho Yi&l1t to pl2-y competitive football there r:ill 

be. But I v.'ould never push ~eople into corn~>ei:.i~:.ive footl)£:11. If 

that. I think I would c.n}>vo.y. :; don't know 1ih2-t •• , .I wir;ht be 

pushed into a different direction v,rorkin(; in ;:, sdlOoJ.. I ~:right 

have to co11i'orm to different lo.ws in schools. But I would llcpe 

thc..t I Wot.J.lo stick to my convictions. l.nd I'd respect thctt, ~nd 

say''r;ell O.K. CIO f·~'l" c. \\alk." ·.'it:_'ll get somebody else on our 

team Hho wants to play bece.use we al·:!ays usee to have a lot of 

cher1 on abot.lt kids r!ho wanted the best teams and you, you, you 

turn mcrnint:: 10 J_. ··-- ~ v t...U.' .!.l up, 

;·1here the hell were you? Well I >vent to Castleton •;1Hh nw d::::·.d. 

talking to ~that there ·v7as restricted_ choic~.!.. JL£. Q.o,Y._ waF-_&ood_ 

:.gl§ he had tale_~~t_lt~_._i'U?_~l3_}:l..:: ct.~ a:t;ooneq_j._p:t.E_ j,,:t_._ He J'[EJ::.~- y_er-:t.. 

Ylould find it and he v:ou.ld nut real pres sure on this kid. He wouJ.d 
~-------·- .............. -=- .. ~.~. ~.~---~--.. -~----=-·..._......=· ··----"'~---=---=-.......------"2-·~--~---

Education is a"oout. 

I nouldn't give ki2.s m-.Jlti-choice. I don't think your;;< l~i0.s in 

schools •••• I'm not tCJ.lking elJout l1ere. I don't think yount; kids 

in schools can :...ctus.:Lly r.i:.dce the C1~cisio·;1 of' choice. I do ;~now tbat 

:·:hen Y.'e introd.uced c.n option lJrograrmne in tl.e fourth and fifth yeCli' 

the v:hole thu1.g 1:as e. sh2.mbles. They h2.C. :;J:wut 9, 1_,~;, ll different 

choices. ~:re thought it nas .:.::reet, Aiden .school, we cs.n offel" this. 

Lnc i~~ rms :::. bit of a corrrpetition betr,een the schools you know, which 

coulo offer the bit;gest f':i..ftb ye2.r proc:ramme. '.'Tell 11k~t ~. lo.-.;.c. of 

crap, Becr:.use you're just d il utin,-;: everytbin~. 'rhe l:icls i'rere taking 

cJ·,oice here, choice there, they dio.n't know what the bell they ·:rere doin:~:. 



., 
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it D.lws.ys used t 'J end U:;J Y:ith £~ Ciross :::.nd it's not on. You ho.ve 

carefully v:orkec1 out. And I don't thinlr. tr.e:t thE: opti:::m 'ro.-rc:Jumes 

in school.:: hrJ.s been fully r;OTked out. J do not c~:rcc n:l.th it and I 

do not aerce Yd. th the schools that ere doin,!'; it nov: - the f'ull o)tion 

r'rogramn:e. I '.Jould cive kid:o c- choice but itr: net thc:.t t;ype of choice 

that people h; m2.de s.v.e.re of P.:~~. u1D of the 8.tt:cibutcs of P.::::. ~[oL 

c O"l..'.ldn' t Clc· it ove.·r·n:i.ght thou[;l:. It \. oulD tc.:.kc (~ long tir.1e. It 

·~toulc te.ke c. full five yeur.s. So you ce:~n bee_:in in the first yesr 

1-;nd nork throu.::;h. So ~rou h~>ve t0 lx; fnll;;r r.nmrni t.tP.il tn nnP school 

to do that to set the resul-ts you v:c.nt, lJecau.se I nould doul)t v:hether 

you would see the results of your ovm \'fOrk for g·bout 5 ye::rf;. Bece.use 

I know here now, I'm only now beginninr to see ;;he results of mv 

I am. Yes, ~_,nd I don't kno\" how lon~-; I'm go"Ln::_: to be her::;, I'm 

very Lo.ppy here .s.t tlle Ir,oment ~mt I me>;)' not stop. 

Oh yes. 

~-/ell ever;yt 1~:i_nc::' s ;_:;o·o.e cir;::;t for u1e here yon see. I left Aiden and 

P.E. person in County or I r:ill 1x: v,~·_c;;l I ~,et to tl:-:· tc:~ ')ec~ u:::-e 

I ,~ot t.:n L .2 here vihich v1aG never ever on tLc: ccu·G.s. 

:iS y_ou' _a st_aye_d at Aiden. 
-· . ' . 

Tf I had stayed e:t l~iden I woul0 still be on __ ::.c~:-:'.~ nun. I 



r:oulcl.n 1 t b(;ve -'~ot ~·· scs_le 2 because I knov: P .G. '.v-oulo have :·:ot 

1ut here - gx·eat. I coulo. sto.y here no,_·; :i:'or- the rest of my 

complacent af-ter :.1 t.irne, I rtoulO. imo,e;ine I would 2.nd .just let 

tr:ing:-; t:Lok over. 

BJ.l~JOU 1 Ve c:ot.3:-.r±-ilosq.££L.th2.t's lo_cked _i_nt_9_ tLJ.~ . .2.:J');~_QuJ:f!:L._ 

deJJii]£tment haven 1 t you? 

~v::re, lim very hc;.ppy here no11, yeso 1:le get to Q."ips with the 

students. Doreen o.nd I are the only people nho see almost every 

student in the college. il..nd i:-:' students have an identity w'i th the 

ths:ce are no common :cooms in u ccllege in n lunchtir;1e, not todo.y 

unfortunately bec:1uee Yie ha.ve :::. specio.l school ::'rom a fe'.'i miles 

lunchtime you ;·Jouldn 1 t be a1J1e to move in the co:c"riuor becc.u.se 

of kids sitting, talkinc; and make co:E'f'ee, tl1ey c;::J1 :::end 1,1u_ke co~"f'ec 

o.s lon6 c.s they ma}~e me one they c::tn COiae in :.:nd wcdce coi'f'ee. 

;.notice~ -~he other c1a:t. ... :t.l~s'!'~JY££..S....~t.~yp_;z~.i:lllL.J?..e...9J~~- HllSl__.?_by-=i.?},.~sl;z. 

TI.~!:~.Q_§_taf:G~ t~:.~ _r.~£~ . ....iv.~:Lb.~£.~ _Cis. !:: • ..§...~r:t .. ?f. _q_en.t:r''-1. J:;;J..:t]:le:r:J.rl&! .. 

I wish you 1 d been here on e. 1'.\ondcy, Tuesday or Wednesday lunchtime 

because it 1 s very hectic in tllc gym. 'l'here 1 s lJeople: :cmmin,· in :.:.no. 

out e.ll the time. B::dminton, Table 'I'emri.s, v:eie:;hts, it 1 s ,o:-.ceE.t. 

I don't insist on kit. ObviOl.csly footr:ew' is vel.'Y im_;:;ort.s,nt 'Cut 

if -Lhey 1r·e just goinz:; to play Bao.rninton <::.nd Table 'l'enni.s over the 

lunchtime, to fill in tbe ti;-,·,e, I'C. rother the s::m '.!C.S used. Cret 

tl<.em in t1Kre. 011 :... ni. Lt 

ever~'bod:y .. 2.nt:: to pla:;.' ;:: o I o.k. If yo'..l co;_:e 

h3.ve kit they're goint to play • .So nor; r1e set every1)ody comin2:; 

your l:it, 1Jz.Dg, v:hollop, 2u::.sL. I don't thid~ I ever told ~cll:f~!ody 

' . .-r~y tbey neede(l kit •••••• 
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You've never had to _ _justify it. 

No. No. But here I say to them, you see some of' the groups we 

get for 6 weeks at a time, some you get for a year, now for 

6 weeks I'm not goi:ng to force them to go out and spend £15 

on kit, I'm just not going to do it. I'm going to say to them 

"right, you 9re going to do sweat sessions. You're going to 

be very sweaty. You're gotng to be smelly, the girls won't 

speak to you and you'll itch all day." And they'll do a 

sweat session whether they've got kit or not they'll do it. 

They'll hate me for it, but they'll do it and next week they'll 

all have kit. Because they'll borrow it or not so much kit, 

somebody'll say, 11can I bring another pair of' jeans". I'll say, 

"sure you can because then you can change, you can towel down 

and you can get out." And they understand it. They understand 

why, and they'll sa;y, "well I suppose you are right, aren't you." 

Because they do smell and people have been coming back for 

Savlon for sweat rash where the jeans have chafed them and they 

understand. But it's taken four years to get everybody to 

realise and to have kit. And I've still got two classes that 

er •••• peculiar one class, bricklayers, split into two groups. 

First group, everyone of them immaculate, kit, great. Now they 

are in the same workshop, the second group, jeans, wellies, 

almost you know, 'oh, where have I gone wrong?' And they just 

don't want to know they just don't want to know and I'm not 

gonna say "I'll get them" because I won't. I'll just chuck 

them in there at times and I think look I just cannot be bothered 

with you lot. Get in there, play badminton, table tennis. And I 

might come in here and do a bit of work, because you get to this 

stage, nobody' a perfect. I think oh no, but there's only three 

weeks till Christmas and they'll be gone then. I've failed with 

this lot. They hate me. I hate them. They know it. I know it, 

what the helL But fair enough that will happen. But there are 

other classes that I will keep on and on and on and on at them 

and everything works our O.K. You know, we have a good time and 

we're having •••• still they might not turn up in whites and what 

have you but ••••• 

You have gone through the process. So that it's obvious to the 

;eeople that have to change why they are changing. And now the~ 
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never go through that process in schools. Its imposed from above 

and I suppose to a point its right. But nobody ever challenges ito 

But then the kit becomes the end, the physical education is for&otten. 

All that matters is that the kids look nice....L conf'orm to uniform. 

Oh yes~ I can remember standing up and spending half a lesson sorting 

kit out, getting people kit, names in the book. Oh when I think of 

it now. 

You wouldn't do that now. 

No I wouldn't do that now. 

You would try and do it a different way. You say kit is important 

for the following reasons. 

I think kit is more important. And a uniform kit is more important 

in a school than it is here. I still think that. I still liked 

all my kids at school in kit. But I would hope they'd want to 

bring their kit and their attitude to P.E. would be such that, 

"mum, tomorrow P.E. I want kit" and not "Oh I've forgotten my 

gym shirt, I' m gonna get wholl opped, I'm nicking off." Which it 

must have been and it still must be in some schools. 

I'm quite sure that's true. Well I think that it matters on 

precisely the same terms as yourself that I think that it matters 

more in schools than in an Adult Education establishment. But 

nonetheless it shouldn't be the ••••••• Be all and end all of why 

we're turning up and it becomes such a showdown it's not true. 

There are certain kids that come from particular homes if the;y 

damn well come to school you sa,y "welcome. it's nice to see you 

at school." And I don't want to let those kids •••• I want to say 

still "welcome" to come and if he 1 s going to._...12.articipate energeticaJ:l:.y_ 

in P.E. say "welcome.__g_ood to have you." 

People come here and they hate me before they've met me because 

I've taught the brother at school and the brother's gone home 

and said, "he's a bastard'', you know then the brother comes here 
or the sister comes here and says, "you're a bastard", and I 

think, what have I done? Because I'm a very vain person, I want 



everybo~ to like me and I know everybody doesn't. Sometimes I 

get upset when somebo~ doesn't like me. Sometimes I don't mind. 

Sometimes I hate other people but I like to think that people 

like me. Well obviously, everybody does. Well I suppose so. 

I think there is a sense in which you have to ••••• a lot of your 

work is public relations. 

I still say, and this is after four years, and I began to realise 

this about 18 months ago, that the most important part of my job 

here is not done in the gym. If I didn't have to teach some classes, 

if I didn't have to teach I should go in the gym I would still work 

full-time here. Because I have enough to do, but my most important 

job isn't going in there teaching its talking to students. 

Comipg back to an idea ~ha~_!_co4~ ident~y_wi!:.UE.!:L~~q_:hately 

as soon as you got on to it and I can't see ~ way clearly to being 

able to yut it forward I!._S a coru;:ret~~.QE.Q.~~i_~o_n_.._~_Q£iio!!_~~ they 

have actua1~een applied to schools, as you say, is crap. They 

are still boasting to me abo~~ it in the ~E!!!.l!.~_that Oh we c~n offer 

them trampoline and table tennis and b~~inton and volleyball. 

There is no w§.Y that one teacher with a given numb~r of children 

or pupils c~n do that effic~ently. It's no~i!!g to _work. He's 

got to sb;y: where !:te' s vt0-nerable L~~he' ~L_g£t_i2._ stg.Y with that 

trampoline no matter what happens so he's not. goil!U~_<!_<?..J!:BY 

badminton, he's not _going ~o do any volleyba)) so its a matter 

of giving the toys out and go anC!_ they JFe not read.y at that 

stage. I thinj there is a stage where you give the toys out and 

and they are _resnonsible enough to make the best use of ih_~ 

not whilst they are giving options in the 4th year this is where 

its t.vpicall.y happening. I'm wor_king on this notion. I thi~ that 

pupils into the third year, most teachers seem to_b~ getting results 

of some sort although I agree with you, they are fosteri~.postility 

to ph.Y:sigal education and that's not what its for so that I go alQ.Eg_with __ 

this notion but nonetheless there se~ms to be a warmness, the pupils 

seem to be happy to do pl:];ysical education until about _.the third year 

now then supposing ~pose that want to Ji.O on - are you going to do a 

sailing club? O.K • .Are you going to do a Badminton club? O.K. Are you 

going to do a Badminton club? O.K. Are you going to do a Rugby Club 
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so that there is the array of real choice but its going to be 

worthwhile. If you go to this soccer club you just don't give 

the balls out lads and play there is going to be a structured 

coachi!]g and_th§:!~.§..-!Vt~t you're J2aid for so I would say, "right 

I'm happy that you .9£1U~d get a f'oundatio~.Qg!:_a.~ of' !?.Q!!!Leort 

in the third yetg.'~' now then I h~ven't got it properly "worked_ . .Q.!:!i 
m. bu~_l_'_m wanti~ to sa~ as the Newsom report said it may well 

be that some teachers mgy have to work on some sort of' shift systemg 

so that if' you're given the afternoon off' and you are prepared to do 

your work in the evening I think it's too crude that_M_lL!!l~ 

of fact but it does...!..Q!'k in some est~blishments. I'll take so maBX. 

mornings off if I can come in at _?_£>;clock and work until 7 and 

this is precisely why at secondary education or P.E. I think there 

should be some experiment going on in some c~mprehensive schools 

4Q that they are coDUD~ tted to this but they are gett~.fu_:lim_JL 

off' or they are paid extra. Now I would_pref'er the equivalent time 

for a very good reason that you've reflected on your work, now one 

of' the things that's horrified me in talking to the teachers, they 

just come in_and they're ~~~~ series af puppets doing a lot af 

,jobs that they've been doing for the last X years, not thinking, what 

the hell am I doing this for? Now then it ~be, as you were at 

Aiden, you were working__~yery_!}~ tha~_God_!!.§:Et, you didn'.:L.h!!.e 

time to reflect •• •.:.. 

You are rightg yes. After a while it just becomes habit because you 

are so tired, you think, 'well I've done this before last term and 

I'll just do it again and you go on and on and on parrot fashion. 

The problems at schools ••• you see I'm divorced from schools now 

and I don't really know the problem, but I would imagine that 

there's such a huge timetabling problem that the idea of' options 

may be difficult. It works here inasmuch that Gail works two 

evenings a week here and she has ••••• well yesterday she didn't 

come in until 3 in the afternoon. Fabulous. Great. I'm nosey, I 

work a couple of' evenings but I come in because I hate to miss 

a~hing. I think it does work but you haven't to give too many 

options. We haven't a football team here. We haven't a rugby 

team, mainly because I don't feel too confident enough to run a 

football team, I know nothing about football. In fact I don't like 

football, I may be one of' the few P.E. teachers who doesn't like 
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~ootball so there's no ~ootball team, because it holds no interest 

in me whatsoever» I can't put my ••••• I wouldn't like to con people 

into thinking I wa.s doing it. I'd make a f'ool o~ myself anyway. 

There are other people who can do it and students ask me, 11 why no 

~ootball team?" And I say," oellp go and sort it out yourself." 

We have things here that interest me because I feel that I'm good 

at that and I can o~er that, so those Rre the options we of'fer. 

Gail's the same. We have other members o~ staff who get involved, 

not many, disappointingly so, not many. Half a dozen out o~ maybe 

80 so the things that go on, sort o~ equivalent to extra-curricular 

activities are the things that interest staf~, are the things that 

they are keen on and they've got expertise in and that works. 

A~hing else doesn't because we just don't have the time. I 

can't run a football team» a rugby team, a basketball team, this 

sort of' thing. But I do hire part-time teachers to do that. And it 

does work and I've never thought about putting this in a school 

situation. What a good idea. Because the P.E. teacher will come 

and shake you by the hand and say.; well that's fantastic, why not? 

Why not do that and I'm sure when I was at school I would have 

loved just to break in the monotony of' the week of' having a morning 

o~~ or a morning to come in and just do my own thing because I was 

going to work until 7 at night. And the kids then, they've got 

something to look ~orward to as a recreational activity. Because 

they're going to have to be taught as well how to use their leisure 

time. They are going to have a lot of it» a very lot o~ it~ and 

they have to know how to do it. Where to go? Who to ask? How much 

to pay? What do they need? Can I join this club? Yes o~ course you 

canp what train do I get to go to the leisure centre? I think this 

is a very important part o~ the awareness o~ P.E. as well. I don't 

know how it would work in a school but I think the idea of' a club 

activity with somebo~ who is dead keen» who can impart his or her 

enthusiasm on these kids and these kids are going to go home, 'I'm 

doing trampolining, it's great mum, ~abulous.' 'Miss so and so is 

really good, she loves it and we're doing this and we're doing thatp 

and we've got ~our trampolines and we're working, and I'm gonna do 

my bronze and then we're going to go down to Wembley to see 
' competitions and we are going to go here to see this competitionP 

a National coach is coming, we've got ~ilms, lovely.' Because that 



one teacher is so keen and committed they can do it and as I've 

just said a teacher cannot be expected to do everything. They are 

not magic, they can't be expected to do everything. 

That's right. 

I can't do everything. Kids here, P.E. teacher, right up, they 

presume that you're brilliant at every type of sport. But once I 

played football with them, they never let me play again, "Oh sir, 

will you referee please?" "We'd rather you didn't come on our team 

or.'~ •• I'm hopeless. Absolutely hopeless at football. But yes, I'd 

Rhow Rome how to w· nd s11rf . T' d show some how to sail I'd show some 

how to climb and play volleyball, that sort of thing. But I can' t 

show anybody how to play football. Absolutely knackered. But there 

are so many different aspects you see and if I was in school I 

don't know what I'd say. I don't know. I might do all sorts of 

things but I'd definitely do something I could do in a school on 

a school site and I'd do something that would take me and my group 

away from school. 

I am more than ever committed to the addage that "unless a thing 

is worth doing badly it isn't worth doing at all." I felt quite 

upset by that to begin with but it merits our reflection, I think. 

I suppose it is, isn't it, yes. 

So that if I want to come out and play football badly its still 

worthwhile. 

Yes. 

I don't have to be bloody good at everything 

Yes, exactly. Well I'm going to write that down and put it on ~ 

wall. I think that's very very subtle, that, and very good. 

That's against all the fundamentals and the training that anybody 

has ever had in P.E. and I'm sure its so easy to talk and to say, 
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"yes we do this, we do that," but I wonder actually in practice, 

getting down to the nitty gritty, whether it would work. Whether 

we could actually get it to work or whether we could educate the 

educators, whether we could get rid of the ~ths because it does 

need a lot of people to think the same way we're thinking to 

monitor what they're doing and five or six years time to say 

yes, it is working and its a long and slow process, but I'm sure 

that it will eventually come just because the time that people 

are going to have to spend their leisure and I'm sure people in 

school are not going to be physically educated they are going to 

be educated for leisure. It's going to become so important. 

If there~e no jobs going where's a man going to have dignity? 

He might__~:Lit __ j_;_!lro\!gh hiL.§.~iling, through ~is swimmi2}4:f?hro~ 

somethigg else or through his fishing, some_~_grt__ot'.ft<g·eati~ 

pursuit. But .we 've.....&2U whol~...§..OCi.~y_j;_o break down in attitudes 

to work at that level, simply because you can't revolutionise society 

overnight. Reform is very sl~ 

About five or six years ago I went to a lecture by Ron Pickering and 

it was about leisure in Germaey and I couldn't believe it was on the 

same planet. The attitude that they have to recreation and leisure. 

And when I went to Sweden last year, their attitude, it was absolutely 

amazing. It does upset me the way things are going in this country. 

There's just nothing here. In Hucklebrough if you're between 16 and 

18 you might as well just dig yourself' a hole and crawl in it every 

night. There has just been very very recently in the last couple 

of weeks, a realisation by members of' the council that they are not 

doing enough in this town, far sport, recreation and far particular 

sports and sports clubs. If a place like Narthlea or Deanside can get 

a sports centre, why can't Hucklebrough? They've got £250,000 tucked 

away. The proceeds of' a lottery and to my mind they shouldn't be 

saving it for their sports centre because they will never ever 

have enough.. They could build four squash courts now at Millergate 

and when they get some more money they could build an outdoor 

floodlit kick-around area. Then they could build a sports hall, they 

could add on, add on so that the public can actually see something 
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being done far them. Because at the moment the people in Hucklebrough 

can't see anything being done for them. 

I would argue and I'm sure Y£U would too. it's not a matter of 

whether they can afford it but can they afford not to have it. 

Because otherwise a revolution star~s here mate. 

Exactly. Well the revolution has started. It must have done, the sports 

council did themselves a lot of good a couple of weeks ago. We had a 

sportsmans dinner and the direct feed-back from that, because we invited 

all the right people, the feed-back-from that was that the Mayor, out 

of his own purse had bought a ~ootball to go with a signed football 

from Nottingham Forest. He's bought raffle tickets! he's touting 

them around the working men's clubs, raffling this lot. All the 

proceeds come to the sports council The Mayor wants to give a civic 

reception to all the young kids who are nominated for awards. And just 

recently there's a new lottery, a new council lottery, started on 

Tuesday. And for the first month all the money from that lottery is 

going to go to the sports council, They know that is where they are 

going to help the people of Hucklebrough and I'm sure that something 

good must come out of it. It must do. I am in a privileged position 

because I'm Geographically central in the town. I know the set-up 

in schools. I know the set-up in F,E. and I'm beginning to learn 

the set-up in the Borough, I'm beginning to learn the set-up in 

the Sports Co~~il and there is so much that can be done if somebody 

would listen and if there was the money available and that's the 

tune - the money. We have some schemes to actually build a sports 

centre. There was a lot of publicity a while ago and these body 

scanners, a quarter of a million pounds for a body scanner, where 

you need a quarter of a million pounds for a mini sports centre. 

So why can't they do the same sort of thing? And we've got a lot 

of help from local radio and television and we think that we're going 

to have to do something if the council don9 t. And shame them into 

doing it. Shame County because Hucklebrough is, as you know, out 

on a limb just because of its geographical position, nothing else, 

just because of its geographical position. 

There's great bitterness about this amongst the teachers •••• 
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Well at one time, when I first started, I mean I was appointed 

by the Hucklebrough Authority, and it was recognised then to 

be one of the best authorities in the country to work foro 

It's completely sold down the river, that sort of feeling and 

it comes through in moneyo I couldn't run this department at all 

without help from the students associationo I get about £1000 a 

year to spend from the Authority and when you say a gross of 

shuttlecocks is £80 - £90 and we might go through two gross in a 

term .. Badminton racquets £8 a go; you might go through twenty .. 

This is where the money goes. I can't afford to buy Badminton posts, 

I*ve just had a quote £590 to mark the gym flooro I can't find 

£590 and I do a lot of redistribution of funds in the students 

association to get the money to actually run this department and 

if I didn't have the contact, there's no way that we would be able 

to do the work we're doing. 
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Although Mrs. J. has endured much personal stress in the recent 

months she nonetheless agreed to participate in the inquiry. 

She is the most senior member of the P.E. teachers in the town 

having taught two of the younger P.E. teachers who are now town 

colleagues. 

I am sensitive the grief that you have experienced and I know 

that you can't leave your grief at the school gate. 

I tried to do that but I found it silly to try to do that. 

The bucgla:c;y ••••• I think tha·t was just about ·~he final ::JLroke. 

I can remember when my husband had his heart attack in WJ8.y and 

going home to (European Country) in the summer time and finding 

my little neice completely round the bend. 

Oh dear . 

••••• And now a days •••• I just felt that that was the last straw. 

I think I almost went round the bend myself. I was luc~ because 

I did go to Doctor •••• and she said that she had done just about 

everything that she could and that she would need to refer me to 

another kind of psychiatric treatment. It was such a shock ••• Even 

the electric shock that they would have administered to me could 

not have been more of a shock than that was •••• than him suggesting 

that dreadful treatment that had destroyed 11\Y 21 year old neice ••• of 

all people I know him •••• only one year ago that she had the treatment 

and she is only 21. He said that was the only way to help me. 

Look I have my heart broken in two •••• there was nothing wrong with 

me. I shall come out of the E .C .T. and my husband will still be 

dead and my house will still he broken into ••••• there is nothing 

wrong with me •••• Tell me anyone who has h::~a the crosses to bear ••• 

the kind of crosses like I have •••• Show me a man or a woman who 

wouldn't be really depressed. Everyboay would be depressed •••• So I 

went back to my own Doctor •••• I refused the treatment and everything. 
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But that woke me up •• • realising that I am wallowins in 'self 

pity' and it is high time ·that I am coming out of it •••• because 

my Derling John up in heaven would never forgive me himself if his 

death resulted in me going into &. mental horne. And nobody but 

myself can help me get out of it. And I made a resolution tho.t 

Tuesday night •••• three weeks ago that I will try to avoid ••••• 

when I feel the depression coming on, I try to block my mind ••• 

I brain wash myself' ••••• and I press it back and I p:cess it back 

for John's sake. I can't help the things in my house ••••• If' it's 

gone, it's gone ••••• It all belongs to the past •••• It is no good 

grieving over it. I have rny little grandchildren to live for. 

And with the Grace of God I am managing to continue. But if you 

had interviewed me at that time it would have been completely 

different from today because I was really really down. But now 

I feel that I am perfectly calm and I can tell you ~ honest 

and true experiences •••• my honest true feelings. I feel that I 

am that kind of teacher that used to call teaching a vocation. 

I he.ve always loved children ••• This is why I went to the doctor 

because I found myself' shouting at the children •••• But the worry 

of the burglary and the fear that they would come back was that 

much on my mind a fortnight after the bhrglary that I took it out 

of the children ••••• I had no patience with them. I thought ••••• 

"Now that's not you ••••• I love children ••••• 11 This is why I went 

far the help of' a doctor. Anyway that's all gone. I'm back with the 

children •••• It is all alright now. Why I would like to talk to you 

is .... why I feel that this whole education system is going •••• I 

haven't got all that much time to go on working •••• But I do have 

grandchildren. And I feel for their education. I f'eel for all 

those lovely little children •••• who come in first and second year • 

.And you know that if they had aiff'erent circumstances •••• to grow 

up in dif'ferent circumstances •••• they would grow into healthy well 

balanced mature persons. And what they are going to turn out like? 

Because some of the VIth formers who we are turning out •••• they 

are returning and talk. A couple of years that I haven't seen them ••• 

I just don't recognise them in any way ••••• their thinking. You see •• 

I don't know why in this world that a bad example is so much easier 

to follow. With the best af intentions, there are some people taking 

the easy way out. They will not help to maintain the standards. They 
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will let me try to establish the standards I brought :from 

St. Bride's schooL They let me work to a stand still. 

I can't put myself amongst that lot. Because I try, even now, 

to teach the same way I did at the convent. And time and time 

again, I say to rnysA1f; "1 ::em wasting n10r energy". I tell you 

why. Because there is no continuation (continuity of teacher/ 

pupil relationship) in this school. I started fli' st yew.-·. 

Second year I slogged myself t.o form a good base for these 

children in Physical Education. I feel that what I teach in 

physical education the children love it. Even children who 

are now 30 and 40 years old •••• when you meet them •••• they 

remember the wonderful lessons they had with me. Bang comes the 

third year and I never see those children again. By the time 

I meet them again in the Vth year •••• they are a passive apathetic ••.. 

not interested they are a dead loss. Why? Because their lessons 

have never been taught •••• they are questioned about what dress they 

are wearing •••• or why they are not doing P.E. I expect that by 

the time they are in the Vth for-rn they should have the habit of 

the right gear and get on with t.he lesson. We have all this to do 

otherwise they will play truant ••.•.•. Not spend 10 minutes with 

these horrible showers. o •• I am talking now of the Junior Site ••• 

Oh, I wish that you would come down YJI'. Hughes and have a look 

at it •••••• o The facilities down there ... I have been unfortunate ••• 

f'or these past seven years most of my timetable vras (lown there ••• I 

didn't mind it too much bec.<wse I love the juniors to teach. But 

their changing facilities ••.•• we are spreading verrucas in that 

place. Two showers •••• and I have been told that I have to get 

the children a shov,rer ••• Because I we,s the only one who did not •• o. 

Well it is no good. Either vre all do it or it is no good. But you 

know every time I do it ••• start putting on those two showers.o.and 

give the children the towels ••• I just look at that filthy floor •• o 

similar to that one (pointing to a very uncared for floor in the 

room) ••• and the children with their bare feet walking on it ••• .And 

two little cubicles •••••• a changing room not as big as this room 

(some 10ft. byl2 ft) 
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I can see that it pains you doesn't it? 

It really troubles me o So many chilJren have to change in there 

with one small bench ••• owet f"loors •••• You see I have been watching 

this fnr sew~n years. And I he.ve been told at the beginning •• o • "this 

is only temporary" • • • • • "we are going to get a new building" •••• and 

look n.t it after seven years have passed. Nothing has improved. 

And. of course when the weather is bad and the children cannot have 

their lesson outside, I cannot tell you how many games lessons I 

spent last year indoors. There was not even a classroom free where 

I could t~ them. Now this year I have one or two lessons that have 

been missed because of bad weather, but thank God this year I r~ve 

never had to stay in that 1~sty little cubicle ••• there has alw~s 

been a classroom for me. 

I can see that you are very troubled by all this. It must have gone 

through your mind ••• It is clear that you are a very determined person ••• 

you will not give in. Your story is one of strength t:b.rough the power 

of your faith or by the power of your mind ••• you have overcome the 

hammering that you have had. It is an extraordinary story. 

Not quite overcome. I try. I try my best. You see •••• at night times 

when I am alone and I s~ my prayers, I have my little cries •••• I 

would be a liar to say that I have overcome ••••• But I try to keep 

here at school to make these pupils believe that I have overcome. 

But for you to be able to talk to me as we are now ••••• is evidence 

of enormous human strene;th. You must have considered getting away 

from here to a school where your talents could be used ••• You clearly 

believe that you have enormous energv ••••• you have enormous goodness 

to share or give to so many children. So I can't understand •••• You 

must explain to me why it is that you have stayed in that school. 

Because you would have been so welcome in other schools where the 

facilities would have been better ••••• and children anxious to feed 

from you. 

It is so simple •••• the answer. )Vhen I left the Convent in 1973, my 

Headmistress who was my personal friend, Mother (named) A, she had a 
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nervous breaka_own •••• trying to fight to keep the Convent going. 

And she lost. She was an angelic person. I was in her house~ Sto 

Brides house, all If\Y life •••• before she ever became a Headmistress. 

For ten years exactly •••••• We were t.he e;rea-test friends. A most 

lovely nun •••• Loved sport and anything to do with sport. Then in 

1968 she became Headmistress. So, for foill' yea.r·s, she was Headmistress. 

And she was diligent and devoted, most wonderful, tiny but strong 

person. Towards me she never changed. V;benever I went into Mother 

A 1 s office, she loved. me because she knew that I loved my job and 

the children. She would tell me her worries and I told her mine. 

And then in 1970 when we knew that we were going to go Comprehensive 

and that the Convent vmuld have to go •••••• She worked so haxd •••• 

the best results ever we had of '0' levels and 'A' levels •••• they 

were alwa:ys marvellous •••• It was a very united and devoted staff. 

Poor Mother A's heart crumbled. And she had to go to Switzerland 

for a long time •••• almost 
,... 

months ••.• But when she back •••• I b came 

don't know what kind of treatment she had but she had 6 months 

complete rest before she came back. And that was her last year. 

And it was a very sad year., .to see that wonderful Convent built 

up over 90 years to see it run down. Then came about our interview­

ing ••• oAnd I remember s~ing to her after I had been interviewed 

"Mother when are you interviewed?" She said, "I won't be interviewed" o •• 

"I will be moved around I think ••• " North West I think she had to 

go •• o.teaching French. "Oh Mother", I said, "Why ::tre you not 

coming" o •••• To think of it our Headmistress is not coming. All the 

rest of the schools their Headteachers were moving to the new 

schools. One person had only been a Deput;r for one year. She said 

that Reverend Mothers change differently ••••• Those who c orne will 

be alright and we will be looked after o o. o it will be alright. Anyhow 

at that point she asked rne •••• "I leave my pupils to yoill' charge." 

I do not know whether she said it to !1liss E. And this is the simple 

reason that the last year vvas the last year of the Convent chilclren. 

Now I must tell you this. o • that '"1hen I was only teaching only two 

years in this set-up, my ~irls who were fifth form at that time, 

they saw that I had gone under o A beautiful set V Science they were. 
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They all knew why I stayed, because I have told them •.• /Chey were 

Mothers Class before. And those children before Christmas came to 

me ••••• I had my resignation writ·ten out ••• I still got H at home • 

.A.skeu me would I forget about them ••••• ~"!i.Jt go away to another 

school because this school wa.R going t.o destroy me. They could. 

see the: .Pain I was enduring. They could see that I was fighting 

and so on. They were intelligent enough children and '.Ve had 

beautiful resultr ·tbe;t yeu.r as nell. Clever girls. AND I said No •••• 

I promised Mother A. that I have to stay. And thf3n I overcome that 

hurdle ••• that year because it was the second year that was this 

_t..utumn Term ••.••• ana. 8.f'ter that I kept trying to accept what was 

going on. I don't want to mention names but .... I find that because 

of' being so keen and interested •••• loving the children, I became 

very unpopular amongst the staf'f'. One of them already gone, I don't 

know '.'rhether it was jealousy on their part or not but anyhow, it 

came to it that the third year when rre f~tc:tl"tec1 I had my Convent 

children taken away from me •••• the Vth and VIt~ f'orm taken away 

and given to this other teacher •••• f
2
)t to Juay, because JuU,y had 

been my own child ... to the young one who has just come. And that 

young one was the most arrogant person that I have ever come 

across ••• but she was young, so •... .And she lmocked me whenever she 

could. She really made me feel that I cannot work any longer with 

that young teacher. When we used to come to Athletics competition •••• 

Of' course my athletics team was just brought upwards from the first 

year ••• they come right away through. When they were in the IVth f'orm 

level she was going to change my teams •••• my netball teco.ms ••• who had 

won tournaments years going •••• changed my relay teams putting up 

other children up into it ••• and you know about relay teams the 

'tw{e over' is all important ••• you may have a faster runner but the 

take over is crucialo ••• Well I would not let it happen •••• Well it 

came to personal blows. And I always took everything so deeply. I 

was advised "Look she is the young one you should be sitting back." 

11No 11 I said, "I cannot sit back until my own kids •••• \'.'ell I hCc1d 

done the hard grounct work I have the right to reep the benefit of 

it when they are in the Vth and 'VIth forms." So that year when I 

(1) an experienced P.E. colleague 
(2) a P.E. colleague (probationer). 
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had my Vth and VIth Form taken awey from me •••• I went to Father D. 

and I told him about. it, And I demand my own Convent children back. 

And I had a very nesty answer. "I had no right to ask" •••• because of 

it l~e started to put me down to the junior side •••• kids who just come 

up from Primary School. Another member of staf'f •••• a Deputy Headmaster ••• 

said, "Well we know about you being a hard worker •••• so we put you 

down there to get the :foundation done down there." Well you know 

when you are getting on this is not easy ••• sometimes I indulge in 

self' pity thinking that I am nearly killing myself' down there .... 

and everybody else is reeping the benefit ••• so that when my teaching 

colleagues get the Vth and VIth form they can play with the children 

•••• We have wondel"i'ul Volleyball lessons •••• or Gymnastic and they 

can see them to their high level. ••• And I am missing all that. Also 

I am missing the contact that I built up in the early years. 

And you know the older girls when they have f'inished their exams come 

back to the younger children to help me teach the juniors ••• They used 

to ask me, "N'i!'s. Jordan what are you doing, can we come down there'?" 

And those who intended going to training college •••• I woulO give 

them f'our or five girls •• , •. "Now will you teach them discus throwing?" 

They then made life easy ••••• Because they really paid me back all 

that I had done f'or them. But arzyhow from that onwexd ••• That was the 

only year that I have complained •••. In all the years I have been 

teaching. Af'ter the Headmaster treated me like that I went to the 

Deputy Headmaster and said that at the time ••• "I feel that I am not 

getting a f'air deal. 11 "I aw not looking a:f'ter other :people 1 s 

f'ree time •••• I don't care if I haven't got any, but I :reel that it 

is a little bit hard. that at my age I get all the outside lessons •• 

af'ter I was getting the trouble with my neck. Double outside 

lessons ••• when there is no possibility to go aeywhere else ••• So when 

it we,s raining you lost your lesson. I can really say that my children 

are very distressed when they are missing them. Last week we hao. the 

Bishop here and the kids were coming and complaining, "Mrs. C. we 

have missed our lessons because it is singing practice •••• " I said 

to the children "Vn1at can I do •••. I can't :fight with the React ••• " 

But it is good :far you to know that the children look forward to 

their P.E. lessons •••• the children who love your lessons. But to go 

back to the other part •••••• 
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I have just had another try later on •• o .Octoberish ••••• I thought 

after the Headmaster tel1ine; me stndght at the beginning that I 

have no right to expect to have the Convent going on and keeping 

them or1 all tb.e tin1e ..... I !1ave hac1 tl1e1n for tvro ;:reD:rso Anc1 I thought 

that in October I shall go round to the Deputy Hectdmaster and see 

whether my timetable could be eased up. o .1)ecause it was a dreadful 

timetable o o .it was a real killer. And even my own two colleagues 

thought that it was very unfair ••• only first second and third 

year and nothing :further up. NO\·'l that was really a year that I 

felt •••• "Oh I could break my promise to Mother A." For the 

simple reason ••• I cannot be more useful for the kids because 

they ro~e nut mii:jt any more. I am uOVJll he:r.'e (a·L che JunicJL-. si·ce) 

and they are all up here. So I said I will have one more try. 

And I came out bluntly about the unfairness of rey timetable ••• 

I told that it was CE~usint; me to be very distressed. Causing me 

to he;ve a lot of trouble with my neck •••• my own health came into 

it as well. Of course my hu_sband ·was still alright in those days. 

I dearly wanted to continue with one of the Vth :forms. I would have 

sacrificed one of my first or second year classes to do that. 

And then I had the rudest treatment that I have ever had from a 

gentleman •••. He smashed his fist onto the table in front of me 

saying 11 that it's taken him I don't know how long to do those 

timetables snd if I don't like it I know what I can do." ••••• 

(Pause) And I was sitting just like you and I are now and one of 

IT/Y colleagues who has since died •••• Miss M, she died at the 

e,ge of 38 only ••••• Four months after my husband with cancer in 

her stomach, poor soul, last summer. She happened to come in to see 

the Deputy Beadmaster ••• and she came in, I dicln't hear her knocking •• 

I just sat there. She said afterwards, "What's wrong with you?" 

"I have never Eeen you so demoralised ••• As when you were sitting 

there. What has happened?" I just said that I have had a little 

discussion ••••• "But you were completely demoralised" she said. 

I said, tti was". Well after this •••• my previously written note 

of resignation was still there ••• the date wasn't on it so J. said, 

"Please give it in. It is going to destroy you that schooL 11 I 

Btill today wonder why I did not give it. in, I don't know •••• The 

promise to Mother A. or may the hope that the following year I 



might get the girls. Now that I have spoken about it •••• they 

(the heads of the school) may remember the following year o 

And I might get a few of them back. I haven't had the VIth 

Form since '73o Le.st year the form that I had as class-mistress ••.• 

they kept me going the following year •••• they were a Vth form. I 

was terribly happy about that in 1976 and they really kept me 

going if I didn't teach them. They were a very nice class and 

I had them through their G.C .E. Then as time was going on I 

kept thinking ••••.. Well maybe once the young teacher has gone ••• 

she was going to get married and leave .... I thought that,'\vell Jud.y 

and I we understand each other. We have always worked hand in hand ••• 

she is a wonderful person. So when the young person has gone we 

could be happy again:' So I decided to stay and stick it. You see 

I am not such a long way off retirement ••••• and that is the reason 

why I stayed. Mother A. 'phoned me on the very day that I had 

to see the Doctor when he told me that I had to have the E.S. 

treatment •••• That very evening. She hasn't 'phoned me since before 

last Christmas. She said, "For days I've been thinking about you. 

Something told me that something was wrong with you •••• and I 

decided to 'phone today." I told her what the Doctor had said 

and she said, "Don't let them do it." "Sister Dear" I said, "I 

have already had such a long talk with rzyself' •••• I have no intention 

of taking the treatment". That was wonderful. ••• I said to her, "I 

feel that I have done what you asked from me because the children 

have gone out now and left this school and I did look after them." 

After that very distressing talk with the Deputy Headmaster I decided 

to have dinner time practices •••••. Volleyball for the VIth form so 

that I could keep the contact with them. And some of the 3rd and 4th 

Years I gave them extra trampoline in dinner times ••• And the netball 

I carried in on with. So they were so good that I got them through 

the tournaments and they won the tournament and then I said, "Right •.• 

that's finished". Then down at the Juniors I sts.rtecl with a little first 

year to train. The first year won the Town Shield ••• first time ever 

since we stro~ted in this schooL But last year when my husband died, 

I couldn't carry on. And the junior teacher took over o •• and the 

children got nowhere. But now I really feel that my training days 

(extra curricular activities) are finishedg and I leave it to them. 

I am recoD~iled on those two groundso 
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Vv'hen I look back I believe that I had a naive belief in 

education and physical education and over the years I look 

back at generations of' pupils taken and you say "'What have 

I done for them'?" ••••• , .and "what is physical education doing 

far them?" I am sure that you do the same sort of thing. An~_gi 

the end of the dgy !JlY answer is not satisfactory; it doesn't add 

up to the things that I be;J.ieved in. Doyou ref:l ect back and assess 

what has eleven years of physical education has done for them? 

Oh yes definitely. Yes. Yes. Now this is what used to be the most 

beautiful most rewarding thing when I was teaching at the Convent. 

That the children with their babies came back and remembered the 

lessons. o o .talked about the lessons. Remembered the skiing trips 

and itemised it as the best holiday of their lives o .And I had 

that, not from one, but from hunfreds. Since I am at this school. •• 

and I see them at the fourth year, completely uninterested ••• getting 

into different hands. I don't see the young teachers ••• my own son 

is the same .• they will not put themselves ou.t for the sake of thP 

children. They all try the easiest way out because they all feel 

that we are underpaid., .But this is what I was referring to that 

I feel.. o .for me physical education teaching was never a job to 

be paid for. It was a vocation. And I don't feel that the vocation 

is in very many teachers around. And the children are suffering by 

it. There is no continuation in ::)tysical education which let's 

say the least important of things in their life. I have never said 

this but but I was teaching at the Convent because they always said 

"In a heo.ltby ~)o(ly there is a healthy mind. 11 And if a child has 

an obstacle in front of her, and that child overcomes the fear of 

that obstacle I have helped her character o Not because she has got 

over the box ••••• But I have got her character improved the fear ••• 

I mean all the life is nothing but obstacles •••• And they have to 

overcome them.Not jump over it.04.but in the long way • .And I often 

say to the children when they have fear, "this is where the physical 

education is of value. 11 "You are afraid to do this and that and 

eventually I will bring you along o" And I sa;y "Don 1 t you feel 

wonderful?" and the children will come back and say» "Oh yes Miss ••• 

Ob it is wonderful •••• 11 They love it. Now I say this is what the 
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character value of physical education is •••• It i.s in t.he teacbing. 

Your character is improved by the physic~:l education teaching ••••• 

you have overcome the fear •••• in yom~ ovm mind you knoy; that if' 

you work hard at it you will win. Because that is all that life 

is all about. Obstacles and you have to overcome them. And it 

is very personal thing. You seeJ> you have to give a lot of yourself 

all the time. Now I find that junior teachers who don't •••• They 

are just there to read the register •••• there to perform a lesson ••• 

At the Convent I never had such a thing as a 1 free period 1 •••• I had 

no such things as dinner hour. And I had no such things as going 

home at L~ o 1 clock. Because I loved my things and the chilili'en 

loved it. I had all the classes possible. I didn't even have an 

Easter Holiday, because every Easter Holiday we were at Norway 

skiing. Regule.rly as clockwork. I mean I had to limit the number 

depending on the number of teachers who were willing to come and 

supervise •••• and give up their holiday. I couJ.d take hundreds of 

children because they were that keen to come. The number of teachers 

was the restriction •. About 5 pupils to each teacher. I found that 

that was about the best number. It vre.s then a holiday for everyboey. 

If there had been more pupils then there was too much stress •••• If 

somebody got injured. But with 5 to a teacher and one got injured 

then the other teachers could share the pupils without any extra 

strain. 

I often felt thata.week Youth Hostellin.g or camping and climbing 

or skiing I was doing more good than in the rest of the year •••• 

I wonder whether you feel that? You give me the impression that 

you are so devoted to the children ••••• their physical education 

was simply a means of fostering and supportinp: the children's 

personality ••.•. Do you feel strongly about that? 

Yes I do. Because during those ten days or fortnight holidays 

you got to know the children. You alweys get to know very well 

my athletes ••• My Tennis teams •••• you get closer to them through 

the after school matches and that kind of e:x:perience •••• We would 

travel and chatter from one side of the town to the other •••• The 
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The children :really came to you. They knew that you were for 

them. They told me their troubles. Sometimes I would know 

about their troubles before their parents did and they would 

ask for my advice. Yes I would certainly give up a week of 

physical education to take them to camp. Especially deprived 

children. Those who have nothing much else ••• their family life, 

going home to a cold house ••• and may be go out to the fish and 

chip shop and maybe a drunken mother and father coming home at the 

night time ••.• Because I am afraid that we have got loads of those 

kinds of families. If they were there for a week. They would come 

back ••• it would be the most beautiful holiday of their lives. And 

they need so little to make them happy. All they need is somebody 

to care and listen to them. 

I can see that you miss this relationship because of the sheer 

complexity and the size of the present school. You had this ability 

to build a relationship over a period of time and now you don't have 

the same continuity •••• Yes you do miss it very much. 

And you see at the Convent when the children go to the VIth form 

we always had 8. games captain ••• a Netball captain ••• Athletic 

Captains ••• Now those VIth formers •••• you taught them for five 

years •••• and they really repaid you. They came back down and they 

helped you when they had free periods ••• I have always had VIth formers 

during my lessons ••• they woula. help in gymnastics ••• they would Sllpport 

and help. They knew how to do it you know ••• And I don't thin.k that 

anything was more rewarding than that. My previous Headteachers 

when they saw the older pupils there in the gymns.sium they YfOUld say, 

"If these girls fail their exam it is because they are spending too 

much time with Mrs o J." But they only carne for one lesson to relieve 

the strain of study o There was nothing more rewarding than that. 

This is what I am really trying to say~ in here I haven't got it 

because you see there is no continuity. There never will be continuity. 

The Deputy Headmaster's idea is that the more personalities that teach 

the children the more the children get used to different characters, 

different types of people. And there is something in that argument. 
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It is true that the teachers are different. It is good for them 

that in the first yea.r they have this kind of a teacher. Second 

year they have that kind of a teacher. 

But a stable relationship is all important •• Did you do y~ur 

professional training in Hungary? 

Yes. I went to University. From the age of 15 til 19.At first I 

became a teacher •••• I went into a Teacher Training College in 

Hungary, it is five years. And I have a diploma for that. Then 

after that I went to a University of Sports •••• There is only one 

in Budapest. Hungary's pupulatiuu in ·Lhose days was about lOrn. 

Now from all the provinces all the boys and girls are coming to 

try for the entrance ••• which is a very very hard exam. Every year 

only 20 boys and 20 girls were accepted from something like 200 

boys and 200 girls. Now I must admit to you that I would never have 

been accepted if it had not been for my father. My Grandfather was 

the founder of the most famous football club in the Country. My 

father was the director of it of course. And he lived for that •••• 

team •••• playing in Europe and the World Cup and all that kind of 

thing. But anyhow my father being such a sportsman and nzy- grand-

father •••• I definitely knew why I got into that University •••• the 

family traditions •••• I have been so lucky. I was passionate about 

sport but there were cleverer children. You had to do gymnastics. 

You he.d to do athletics. You had to play tennis. You had to swim 

which I was very good at. You had to play basketball which I was also 

good at. But gymnastic I was not all that good at all. There were 

much better tennis players. And then we had to write essays and English 

languag;e which I was good at so •••• We all had to write a paper ••• I 

w-rote about (named author) his life and his work (Playvrrite of the 

equivalent of' Shakespeare •••• ) I had recently studied him and it was 

all at my finger tips. I vrrote a good essay on that ••• there was no 

difficulty on that. Then we had the interview. And again the Head of 

the University was my Father 1 s best friend. So I couldn't do very 

many things wrong there. 

Did you teach in Hungary? 



I did. not •••• No. I did three full years of my university. At 

the end of the second year we had graduated •••• four subjects -

Biolot,::.", vie were just about half Doctors •••• History of Sports, 

Philosophy and a La.nguage. They ;'!ere all 1'ii'itten and oral exams. 

And I am very }'roud to tell you that :f'rolfl the 20 boyn e<.nd tLc: 2·J 

girls I was the only one to get the 'A' grade for all four. 

You sPeak with such warmth about this •••. It is a tonic to me. 

Don't be angry with me for this story •••• I got acceptance because 

of my father but the resu~ ts I got through my own hard work. I 

was going to prove to all the other ki(is that I was worth my 

position. They used to tell me •••• Oh I did get it. You know what 

children ::.rr2, Then T got into third year and finished the third 

yeru." ••• and then I got into the fourth year which was the star group ••• 

pupil teaching. We worked in there until the end of October •••• And 

then the Russians came in. They vvere only 28 miles out bf Budapest ••• 

and the P.r:i:ncipa.l •••• Ol! I still see that da.-:,r o •• He callec1 us together 

into the sportshall o o .This v;as October 1944. And brought us all 

together and said ••••• You must remember that there were something 

in the order o~ 125 boys and about 100 girls from different provinces. 

And he said that because there were so many pupils from the Provir~es •••• 

not ~rom Budapest itself ••• he can no longer take the responsibility 

this terrible responsibility upon his hands. He would have to release ..•• 

es1)ecially those people who were living in those areas •••• hal~ of 

Hungary was already occupied ••• some o~ the students already could 

not go home. Some had already been releesed to go home early. You 

see all those young girls they were a terrible responsibility to the 

Principal. I shall never forget when he had to tell u.s that our 

University had to close o I remember one or two of us ~ourth yee.r 

we said, "i!'hat' s going to happen. 1:ie have done our graduating exe.m­

imtions o •• we are in the ~ourth year •• we had finished our ::tudies •••. 

only practical and teo.ching practice to complete o •• Are we going to 

to get our Diplomas?" I remem1Jer that he said that once the \'la:r' is 

over you will come back •• o .and v:e will see what is going to happen. 

And you see I fled ~rom rhme;ary and never got back. 
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But ••• ,you knoY: e.fte~· I got morried in 1947 and in 1949 when my 

son was born •••• and in two yeru~s later I started to teach in 

Huckle.brough. Just Youth Club work. The l':l.d;'/ v1ho was in charge in 

Hucklebrough, Miss L. she said "If you can get your qualification 

over ••••• we1J. it would be so much better ••• I coulo give you full 

salery. Bo I \',Tote to my mum who went to the University •••• Quite 

a few of' my friends had returned and f'inished their training. And 

they got their Diplomas •• ,The University had been closed for two 

years because Budapest was completely destroyed ••••• But the documents 

were there. Thank G-od they had not been destroyed. So I got my paper 

to say that I VIas at the University all the three years •• ,it detailed 

all the examiimtions and the results •• And then it sctid that i.n the 

fom1 th year she was enrolled ••• but she discontinued her studies. 

m1ich I thought was very unfeJ.r. Because I didn't discontinue 

H. They stopped it. So later on I asked my mother ••• But you see it 

is a Communist Regime ••• end under that Regime I was glad that I got 

that much out. It took me five years to 1955. And then in September 

1955 my son was ready to go to school. I took him to the Convent. 

It was a dll'ferent Headmistress at the time. She said would I be 

able to afford it·? You see it was £10 per term. It. was a lot of 

money at that time •• , .1955. I said that 11Well even if I starve, 

my child would_ get the best education. Because I had the best 

education. 11 And I was just going out of the office and she called 

me back and asked me what kind of education I had received. So I 

told her. I told her that I was teaching in a Youth Club that I was a 

physical education teacher •••• and had University Training. Because 

at that time it was only two year training in England. She said to 

me that if I could get all those papers translated 11 I could do with 

a teacher ••• " she said. So~ with my son, I started. But it was not 

until 1957 that the Hungarian authm~ities gave me the full details 

of my qualifications. And she got me properly qualified ••• So my 

qualification date is October 1957. So the firc.t year I taught 

there and then the following year I had to leave because I was 

expecting my second child. And in 1956 when there was that Hungarian 

uprising I lost my baby in heartbreak. I nearly died rnyself because I 

had a dreadi'ul heamorrage •••• Answay G-od got me through and the following 
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year •••• Mother Cecelia called me b.e.ck ••• and from there on I have 

never looked back again. 

So you have taught continuousl.y since 1957? 

Yes. 

A most interesting story 

And all just through the Nuns. All the goodness that they have 

done for me. Once they gave me four months of my salary all at 

once so that we could buy a house. I owe it all to them. My 

qualification was far superior to any English qualification. But 

it needed a recommendation •••• that my English we.s good enough at 

the time to be able to teach in England. It was far from being 

good. But I could always say to the children, "Look this is what 

I mean. 11 And I would show it to them. I was always that type of 

teacher. I loved to perform •••• for the children ••••• But, funnily, 

English children are different from the Hungarian children. 

The Hungarian children loved it and expected the P.E. teacher 

to do this. The first and second children even now I will show it 

to them instead of talking a lot •••• or on the beam if I want to do 

something. But further up the school in the third or fourth year 

level up they hate it. Because they think that you are better than 

they are. It was so much better in the Convent school ••• Here at 

this school they really resent a demonstration like that. 

As far as I can see there are two young men who will turn sour •••• 

they are so bitter and angry ••••• What do you think is going to be the 

future of this department? 

This is the hardest question and if it is completely just between 

you and me then I give you a little light on it. Everybody resents 

B. He is not the Head of Department that we should have. I took this 

job personally because it was I~. K. Head of the P.E. Department 

when this school began. He was teaching at the Grammar School and I 

came to work under him. I was second in command. Mr. K. then got the 

job of' looking after the discipline of the whole school as well. 
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It was such an enormous job f'ar' him •••• because of' the horrible 

boys that we had inherited f'rom (mmed school) that he gave this 

one up. AnCI. then expecting me getting it ••• I was pushed aside 

by the FatLer f'or the simple reason that they wanted the football 

to go on and that was not a job f'or a woman ••••• B. got it. And I 

resented it. I had almost a f'ight over it. That was the kind of' 

crisis that I told you about when my own pupils told me to pack 

it in ••• Eventually I stayed because Father agreed that he is only 

above me ••• I am running the women's department ••• He is only above me 

to buy the goods we need, but he does not tell the girls what to do ••• 

But that didn't work. We spent more time., .• (hesitated). Well aiTJbow ••• 

I can see that it is two departments 

It is f'ootball and it is f'ootball •••• f'ootball. And the boys hate it. 

You are such a devoted teacher ••• 

But then I was dropped f'rom second in command ••••• Judy has a 

good way with him. I did not want in any way to continue in 

that w~. I am completely out of' political tension now. To tell 

you the honest truth I f'elt. that I got hurt so many times by his 

rudeness that it is better if' I am out of the way. Our discussion 

is as limited e.s it possibly can be. I know their teaching in my 

eyes is not teaching. So I close my eyes. It is not my business. 

They are really too young. But if they are alright for the 

Head and the rest ••• Who am I to criticise. We had a man e. couple 

of years ago who really did try. But I know that he lost interest 

because he said that , "if you don't get a good example why should 

I try." The women's department is completely different. Believe 

me we work hard. And little Elaine is trying •••• tons better than the 

other one was. It was her first year last year and has a lot to 

learn. She watches hovr I teach and is thoroughly enjoying it. And 

she is 'Nriting down what I am doing with the kids. She will be 

alright you know. 
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It seems that there is 'education' bking ;place in one half 

of the de;pm'tment and football coaching in the other. 

It isn't even c oe_ching. They just let them ;play. 

v111at do you do to get the school out of' your system'? 

I never do. 

You never turn your back on the system? 

I never do. 

You don't have an interest in painting or singing or music or 

something like that? 

I love music ••••• but I don't know. o •• Believe it or not when I 

used to teacb at the Convent o. ;mien I cGJne back f'rom Hungary 

I used to die to get back to the school. ••• a couple of days befol'e 

the start to go in and meet all my colleagues. I knew that my 

Headmistress woulo be tb_,e;re ••• and all the rest of the Nuns. But 

all that is di:rferent now. At the end of the lo:ng holiday ••• oh ••• 

no longing to go back now. Once I am back and once you have met 

the chi1dl·en then it is good. I have a few steff friends but the 

otl1e:c s • o • o o o • o 

(interruption at this :point) 

r:ben my htJ.sb2.nd was e.li>re, ••• he loved television. I don't. 

I don't very much cexe for television. I love knitting during the 

winter time. But during the summer time ••• Spring time as soon as 

I can, I get into the garden. 

You sound to have a loveby hom~ 

You will have to come and see. I would love you to come. 

(Personal story of the Mass conducted in the large room of the house ••• 

,,-rith many personal friends •••• But incomplete because of absent 

granctson ••• o o "It shows that in this world there is no perfect happiness) 
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Many thanks :for ;your most generQQ_s help ••• I do hope that 

you don't feel that it has been too much of an intrusion 

I really feel that this Br3JJcation •••• it's biggest trouble is 

just its number. And the lack of continuity ••• You ask many 

of the other teachers they will tell you the same thing. It 

is a real problem. 

End of Record~ 

No Follow-up Comments. 



I'll start by saying are you happy? I've got the impression that this 

department ia in a terrible state in terms o£ relationships and there 

is no way that I think I could feel happy here in it, I would be 

very,,.,I couldn't rest in it, and I thought this is no place for a 

person like yoursel{.. who is ,just embarkinp; on the profession, but 

having said that. I might be ma.kiM a very bad assumption. That's 

yotw first question. Professionally are you hapPY! 
' 

I'm happy with the teaching, I'm happy with the kids, but as you 

say, the department is not settled. Heather said she's told you 

about what's happening. If it had been me I don't think I would 

have mentioned it, you know what I mean, because its not for rue to 

say what's going on between other people. But it is making difficulties 

with the kids because they are taking the whole of us on one basis and 

lumping us altogether and you get the situation where the kids are 

making references to our private lives which should never be made. 

I don't know how to treat it, I don't pretend that I've got enough 

experience to know how to tree.t it, I don't know what to say to them, 

I just ignore them. I can't say no it's not happening, I can't say 

yes it is, but it's nothing to do with you. You can't admit that, you 

can't deny it, I just don't know what to do. Obviously the older kids 

know more than the younger kids but even in the 2nd year they know, 

I think they've accepted it in some ways which is amazing really, 

it's just sort of accepted. You do get the odd comments sort of 

once a Vleek that really throw you, really shock you and it means 

how do you tell kids about morals and all the rest of it, how do you set 

your own standards. You know, they'll make references to boyfriends 

that I've got or ••• and obviously I've never given them aey reason to 

say things like that but it's just going on.. It is.P it's dreadfuL 

It's very difficult. 

It really is and I say 9 "I'm a married lady what are you talking about?" 

You laww, as if' to say marriage is sacred but it ian' t ~o 1han. 

I saw this as the number one difficulty to a smooth operating department 

to a smooth operating per:son like yourself, Obviously you are wanting 

to succeed, you ge wanting to enjoy your teaching but of' course unless 



F.413/2 

you e&ioy it you're not going to get the best out of it. So I had 

to come to this one first because there's no use in pJ.a.ying about. 

How far do think, you've explained that the pupils make asides the 

kind of remark that you're :not sure who said it, mw but nonetheless 

it was meant to be audible. 

It's blatant. 

Can you give me an example, you see because if this affair were 

going on and not affecting the profession it would have no interest 

to me at all, onl,y insofar as this is a reality and marring your 

effecti vel'.es s. 

The last time, at the end of last week in the Baths and Elain and 

I were teaching, no she was teaching and I had come up for something, 

up to the baths, and I had my dog with me, he's been here three 

times the last two weeks because my husband has been on another 

farm and I don't like to bring him, it makes it really difficult 

for me to have to look after him and the kids but the kids love it 

because if there is one not doing P.E. and its a nice day you can 

send it for a walk roUnd the field, but I had come up and I had the 

dog with me and it was a fourth yeax, she said, "ah miss can I have 

a look at your dog?" And they were all stroking him and one said to 

Elaine, "Have you got a dog miss?" And she said "no, I 'm out all day 

it wouldn't do far me to have a dog, there's nobody to look after 

it." And this girl says "well get Taylor to look after it for you. 11 

And she just turned round and went into the room. And she didn't 

think about it, she didn't think she had said aeything wrong, just 

between you look after it and Elaine just turned round and walked 

into the room. 

So they are confronting Elaine directly with it? 

She 1 s ignoring it though. Completely. She' s not said aeything, you 

know. 

You wouldn't know her at college at all would you? 
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No. When I came here, the :first year I enjoyed it and I enjoyed 

the first six weeks of this term even better than last year because 

far a week or two I didn't cotton on because I never imagined and 

I knew Robert didn't have his car so he was borrowing Elaine's and 

I just never cottoned ono Heather told me in the end and I just 

ignored it, I thought it has nothing at all to do with me and I 

thoroughly enjoyed the first six weeks, I never stopped; 

afternoons and nights, every lunch time every night I had a 

practice or something and I went home at the end of the half term 

thinking, "this is :fantastic". I really was on top of it then of 

course you come back after half term, you can't have aey nighUI 'cos 

it's too dark and it got worse and worse and Elaine's netball has 

completely deteriorated and I think it's directly concerned with 

this. The kids are refusing to play far her. 

They'll have no respect :for her in the end. 

I've been over there, before you came. I wanted to watch her 

netball far half an hour. She didn't start till 10 past then 

she asked them not to go in because she had had some trouble 

last night, she wanted to sort it out, so I've seen nothing of 

what she's done and it's just a case of •••• like the kids are 

dropping out one by one she's almost re-organised the fourth 

and fifth year teams which she's in charge of and she's got 

kids in who haven't got a background of netball team work, 

and in my eyes they are just not up to it. And she's playing 

them at Town level. Our school is representing the Town this 

year, they are not up to it but all good kids are dropping out. 

They have no time far her, they say she's not putting the effort 

into it, she 1 s half dead and all the rest of it, which is just 

true. What can you do? It's awfulo 

What was your first year like? Tell me from when you left collegeo 

With the exams being when they were, I wanted to put all my effort 

into my exams and I didn't apply for any jobs. I knew I was getting 

married in the August, I knew I was living in Heppleton and I knew 



F.48/4 

I was getting married in the August, I knew I was living in 

Heppleton and I knew I couldn't app~ aqywhere else but this 

area o A oH o (Student) had a dozen interviews i:f' she had one ll 

I couldn't feel that I would do justice to interviews a.nd exams 

if" I did both, so I didn't. I did nothing. I didn't start applying 

until Juneo It was June when I put ~ first application in :f"or a 

one in Marton and one in Houghton and I got interviews for both 

but I never got the jobs and then ••••••• 

Arp they both in County? 

Yes. JaTo ~om college, she got the job at Houghton. 

And you were in for the same .job? 

Yes but they wanted maths and I had no maths. He wanted so 

ma.cy periods a week of" maths and J. had done the maths I think at 

college. I was disappointed because I had done a B.Ed. and she 

hadn't and it really flawed me. Anyway I went home •••• oh, in the 

August I got married and in the beginning ar September I got a 

telephone call asking me to go to Darton far an interview with 

the Headmast-er of St. Patrick 1 s and he's a lovely man, he 1 s 

fantastic. Anyway there had been a death, the P.E. teacher had 

died of a heart attack during an asthma attack, very suddenly, 

26 years old and they obviously needed someboey who could start 

straight away so I hadn't applied for supply work but they gave 

me a term and I had been there just a few weeks when this job 

came up and I applied for it. And I said to the Headmaster that 

I would like to stay at Darton and he said being a non-catholic 1 

he said, "i:f' you take the faith basically you can have the jobs" 

He said I was just what he wanted. I had done theology at college 

so I mean I'm not an atheist or anything like that but he couldn't 

s~ that I would definitely get the job because it would go to a 

catholic. So I came here. The Headmaster :rrom Houghton phoned me 

up at Darton and said, "apply for this job," he said, I'm 'phoning 

the Headmaster, it should be yours« so it really boosted ncr confidence, 

a.:f'ter not getting it.. So I put an application f'orm in here and came 



F-48/5 

far interview. I think that was on the Wednesday and they asked 

me to start on the Monday., 

That would be in the January? 

No this was in September, no November., I worked from September to 

November at Darton. I started here on November 5th because they 

would release me being only on a supply basis. And I said to 

the Headmaster here, I don't want to let him down but they said 

I can get someone else temporary for there. Don't let that put 

you off, so I took it. I had to, it was closer to home and everything. 

So this one I think was nur job before I came because I had been 

interviewed at County, the P.E. Adviser had obviously liked me but 

far those two jobs I just hadn't fitted in proper~ and I had met 

Heather at a Netball match and she said, "there's no point coming 

on an interview", she said, "there's a married lady f'rom Castle 

Bishop getting the job." I said, "Oh there can't be two of us in 

f'ar it 6 " Obviously the P.E .. Adviser had wanted me to start with so 

that was alright. And when I started here in the November I was a 

bit worried because Heather had said it was real~ rough and it was 

going to be no piece of cake and when I came to look round, you have 

got to really look for a uni:form, there's no uniform or anything like 

that and she said it's not uncommon to have f'ights and knives and 

things like that, which it isn't. So I was a bit worried but there 

was no way I was going to be put off. I was definite~ coming. 

The first year I fitted in easily, I thought the department was fi1~ 

and I got on with Heather, I got on with Elaine, Robert mixes more 

with the girls than the bo.ys, he doesn't get on with the other side 

so all his gear's in the girls room and it just seemed to be a cosy 

foursome, everybody just seemed to get on.. I never see Clive, you 

know, when I do see him it's just the odd word. I just enjoyed it, 

and that was ito And then this year it has all just blown up around 

my ears o 

How much time have you spent talking to anybody about P.E. other 

than Heather? Do you talk much to Heather about P .E. or are you 

just allowed to get on with what you want to do? 



No. I came here and they wanted someboqy ~or Hockey. I was prepared 

to have a go at a~thing. It's not my main sport, athletics is 

obviously, but I feel as i~ I can teach hockey the same as aeybody 

else and if' you put your mind to it you can put enthusiasm over 

to the kids for matches and that so I said that I was prepared to 

do all the hockey, so there was no-one else, Heather doesn't do 

a~ hockey and Elaine doesn't other than in lesson times so I said 

to Heather at the beginning of last year, obviously it was such a 

foul winter we couldn't do anything, we hardly got an:y league 

matches played and there were no practices because it was just so 

bad. This year I thought we'll have to get off the ground with 

first years, second years and third years. Fourth and fifth years 

to me are a loss now. So there's a girl who does science, she's 

really into it, it's her sport and she helps me, she does the fourth 

year practice now for me, fourth and fifth years and I do the second 

and third years and we start in the first years, I think it'll be 

after half term next year when the weather gets a bit easier far 

them. Then we both do a practice in the sports hall on a Monda;y 

night, and between us we can manage it. But I said to Heather 

that I don't think there's enough emphasis on hockey. Because it 

is a 'netball' school and all the kids from all over, in the 

junior schools, do netball, so when they come to Bamburgh they 

want to play netball. They have never heard of hockey, and to them 

it's not important. So I want it to become important so I have 

asked her now, she is going to see Mr. w. down at Lower school if 

we can have a tournament in school time in each year and each 

house, so we have a house activities far hockey and then we have 

a year one so that's getting something going. She is open to 

suggestions as far as anYthing goes. 

Because she herself is very very committed to netball~ 

Very, yes she is. But she'll teach hockey, she's a bit em •••• like 

some of the things she teaches to me are old fashioned and she's 

not up on it but I can say to her, "Heather look do you mind, 11 

I don't feel intimidated at allo 



So you don't mind putting your view forward to her? 

No. Just little things she teaches, I get the kids for practices and 

they are doing something, and I'll say,"where did you get that from?" 

"Oh Mrs. Beaver or Miss Rose o" Elaine does the same sort of thing. 

She's netball as well'? 

Well. .... (expressing prof o lack of confidence) yes. So I can say 

to either of them, ar both, I feel I have to because otherwise 

I'm getting kids coming to practices who have been taught a 

different way which I don't think is as good. But I can talk 

to her about it. And we are trying to get some dance going which 

is difficult when there's been nothing and Heather does a little 

bit of movement, well what she calls movementll uh, I don't think 

Elaine teaches acy but I'm trying to start some 'cos I was dance 

at college so I'm trying to get that going. Last year I didn't 

sort of push myself, I wanted to get settled. 

You get that Year behind you and now your confidence is emerging now, 

Yes, and I want to start things off o 

You are making your difference to the dept. now. 

Yes, well I think you've got to because Elaine's basically given 

in. You know, somebo~'s got to do it. 

From your point of view. at tP,.e ~nd of this year you would like to think, 

I have made an impact on the hockey and. in dance. and you'd settle for 

that. 

Yeso 

Have you been asked to teach anything that you've felt. Oh I can't 

cope with that? 

Noo 
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Even the hockey you see, you felt vulnerable about. 

Well no because I feel as if I know as much about hockey as 

aqybo~ else, it's just that I'm not lOQ% interested in it. 

Athletics, in the summer I could start at 6 o'clock in the 

morning and go on till 10 o'clock at night and not be fed up 

at all. Hockey, I'm not overkeen but I f'at"ce myself' to teach 

hockey sometimes. Whereas it could be netball it could be, 

gym, it could be dance but I think, right, hockey's got to 

get going in this school, in this area, I mean you probably 

don't know this but hockey in Hucklebrough is pathetic. I 

took over; last season, the secretary's job f'crr hockey .. The 

Huoklebrough Hockey Association in Schools, we are like a 

branch of County, like there is Barking, Markton and Huoklebrough 

and I've taken the Hucklebrough one. 

I see. 

I do the league in Hucklebrough. I think the League's wrong because 

in Netball you get a first year league, you get a second, a thircili 

and a fourth year and a fifth year so you get five leagues. In 

hockey you get a junior and a senior, so first, second and third 

year kids have to make one team, fourth, fifth and sixth formers 

make another so there' a only two leagues. I know •••• I mean at 

college they say teach small sided games and all the rest of it 

but kids want to play a game and even if it's a poor standard of 

a game the,y know that there is 11 players on a team and they're 

only messing about, they want a bash. I think there should be a 

second year and a third year and then perhaps, I know ita a difficult 

when you get further up to get teams going but there should be a 

fourth year on its own and then a fifth and sixth year .. So that there 

is four leagues going. (1) 

If I am a first year I haven't got a cat in hells chance of getting 

on to that team~ 

Not onto the third year team you haven't .. Second years haven't in 

most schools, they have here because when I came, like the present 
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third years were second years and the winter was so bad they 

did nothing so the now third years, Pve got to find a third 

year team out of' girls who have done hardly aey hockey and I 

can't. So what I've done, I've got second and third years 

playing, I haven't put aqy first years in, but I've got second 

and third years and you can build second years up really, as 

well as you can build third years up, they are ready for it. 

They've got to do a game I think and I think there should be 

more hockey. 

How are you building it up? How are you getting your second years? 

Well we started as I say, the first 6 weeks were beautiful you 

could go out and play hockey in your T-shirts, I could stand 

around and the weather was fantastic so I had all the lessons, 

I said to Heather, we are on a funqy system where we've got 

single lessons of gym and swimming and we've got double games 

and we used to be on a 3 point basis and you were either at 

the gym, you were at the pavilion which is up there for netball 

and hockey or you were at the baths, so Hockey was once every 

three weeks with those kids, same as swimming and then you were 

down at the gym, now if you were at the gym you usually did 

netball because it's a games lesson and when I said, for the 

first 6 weeks I want everybody to do hockey, you know, a solid 

block, but you could only do that every 2 weeks because one 

week they have to go in the pool because the pool's there, it 

has to be used, so one week a group of kids, like ~ group, we've 

got three groups going, Heather's, Elaine 9 s and mine. 

This is in a double? 

This is in a double. 

I thought the swimming was done in a single period. 
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Single lessons as well~ each halr term, each six weeks kids 

have 6 weeks or single swirruning followed by the next six weeks 

single gym. Right. But all through» 'cos Clive doesn't use 

the pool, all through the girls generally are on doubles once 

every three weeks they are in the pool and its once every 3 

weeks because it' s Heather 1 s group one week, Elaine 1 s group the 

next and my group the next. 

So in those double periods. whatever number of kids come to you, 

you split them 3 ways. so I shall either go to Elaine, to Heather 

or to Ann. Now I stay with that group ror those 6 weeks? I sta..y with 

You stay with that group from start to finish in the yearo 

And every third week I and you go to the baths? And then you take 

me far double hookey? 

Yes and then ...... depending on the weather we go to the pavilion for 

hockey and the following week we go to the gym for netbalL Now the 

kids have got used to the system so there is no mix up but it means 

that the hockey, you get once every three weeks and you can't do 

hookey in a single lesson because you can't get the kids up thereo 

You can't walk them up there in a single lesson. 

Where is this pavilion? 

Straight across the field but the kids from Eden Terrace have to 

walk up the road side. That takes 10 minutes to a quarter of an 

hour, so it's quarter of an hour before they get up there. 

So a single is useless! 

You can't go to the pavilion, we never go to the pavilion in a 

single and we stopped going now in doubles because the first 6 
weeks we did hockey and then we got quite a few times when we 

couldn't do a~hing, we couldn't do hockey so we've had them 
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down at the gym we have been doing 6 weeks netball G Now again» 

after Christmas it's going to have to be netball because you'll 

get bad weather t The thing is 1 if' you have them going alternatively 

each time it's their lesson you have to tell them where to goo It's 

really difficult. It's just a split site school and that's the 

problem you haveo 

Could it be any different, with good will on the teachers part? 

It would seem to me crazy to have a double period swinp;ing around 

like a circus, because all that is is a circus, swim, netball, 

hockey. swim, netball, hockey, there is no continuity at all either 

far the swimming or the hookey or the netball. 

I don't know honestly, because the thing is, if you say right, for 

6 weeks you're in the pool, in this area you get, in a double 

lesson, when you've got quite a lot of kids, well 6 or 8, ears, 

verrucae, they can't go in so those kids do nothing, you have to 

send them somewhere else 9 they go to another teacher and do netball o 

We don't have them standing around. Getting the continuity I think 

would be difficult o I mean I suppose you could do it like on a 3 

week basis where they go f'or 3 weeks to swimming, but if you get 

bad weather you can't go to the pavilion aeywa;y, you've got to be 

inside, that's the trouble.. If we were on one side we couldoooo 

If it is bad weather what do you do then? 

We go to the gym. We 0 ve got one group in the pool, 2 groups floating, 

you've got to take them to the gym, we were doing like circuits and 

potted sports and stuff in the gym, but now I've said to Heather, 

"Can we not do dance in the hall," so she's been to see Mr. W. 

down there and he says we can use the hall but you've got classrooms 

all round :from the hall. The kids from the classrooms can see in 

the hall and the kids :from the hall can see in the classrooms. It 

is real~ difficult. I've sometimes got 60 to 80 kids in the gym. 

Could you use the gym down there for dance? 
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Yes but we have only got one gym and maybe 60 or 80 kids and 

that's it, if it's bad weather it's very difficult. It's alright 

saying do theory, but you can't just do theory and theory and theory 

they don't want it, they want practical, obviously. 

This is where I differ from zgy colleagues: telling students to 

go and sit in the changing rooms and talk rules and I sgy that's 

a load of rubbish. 

They don't want that. You can teach the theory as you go on I think, 

you can teach your theory as you are doing your practical, in fact 

you've got tos you've got to get your rules and everything over~ 

Who wants to sit in a classroom, I mean we've done it at the 

pavilion, when we've got up there we've had a game of hockey, 

we're half way through and the clouds open, so we go inside and 

I get the blackboard out and we do some theory on the blackboard 

relating to what we have done in the lesson time, and that's not 

too bad, if you do it on the spot and if it stops raining you can 

go back out again. It' you've got a lesson and they know th~ are 

in a classroom, that's not P.E. to them. And they look forward 

to their P.E. lessons. They are not interested. I thought about 

doing some quizzes and things far bad weather conditions but I'd 

rather work a system out where you've got the kids in their shorts 

doing it. 

So what happens is, you come off the field and you're split two 

ways then, half to the gym and half to the hall, if you use the 

hall that is. 

If we use the hall which we have just started to do this term. 

How is that working? 

It's working o~ in the ••••• what Heather does is exercises. 

You can't use music real!¥, can you? 

You can use music but only on a very low level, which means the 

kids are in utter silence, they have to be to hear the music, Heather 
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does popmobility when she is pushed into that situation and the 

kids do enjoy it, it's keep fit basically, but it's not stimulating 

them, they're following us, it's not imaginative or creative or 

anything like that. 

I remember it as a fairlY large gY!Il could you take your 60 for dance? 

No. No wa:y. It's not a large gym it's a fairly small gym in 

comparison to what I've seen. In fact we did try it last week. 

Heather and I had our groups down there and she said, 11We'll try," 

and we took them far dance, it has to be a follow your leader 

type of thing because there 1 s no room to spread. I mean 60 kids 

is an awful lot and when you get ••••• you know we have on a Tuesday 

afternoon, 84- kids on a double and one group in the pool and those 

who can't swim have to come back down to the gym now that's a lot 

of kids to take. 

It's a combination of three problems, the timetable is not helping 

you because youresharing too many kids, the facilities themselves 

are inadequate for that number that are timetabled that wgy and the 

split site adds to the difficulty. 

The timetabling is wrong, Heather has always said this in that the 

top band kids where you've got larger numbers because the remedial 

groups are kept really small, it's ridiculous. I have on a Friday, 

period 2, 7 kids. I teach 7 children.E.l.a:ire teaches 6 pupils at the 

same time in a different area. 

What year group is this? 

I take third years and she takes second years, so we've combined them 

because in the gym there's nothing you can do with seven kids, remedial 

level, ar very little whereas if you 8 ve got twelve kids, I mean you 

imagine two kids absent and you're left with four of you, five of youo 

You included, there is nothing you can do. So we've combined them. 
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You see we've got the gym and the pool so last half term we were 

in the gym and this half term they've got 6 weeks in the pool o It 1 s 

better with the two even though the age groups are different, they 

are remedial children anywtzy so it doesn't matter, there's not that 

much difference. It's the large groups. All the large groups, all 

the bright kids come out last two, which is the shortest lesson. 

They come out last two in the afternoon do they? 

They come out last two in the e£ternoon because it's from 2 till 4 

and you've got three lessons. So it's the shortest lesson ana huge 

numbers. But Heather's fought on this, she has done. 

Oh I would, I would fight this Headmaster. 

She has, but I'm not tackling him yet. 

No, it's not your job. I'm not suggesting that for one minute. 

It's the Head of Department's ,job this. 

Yes. I know there is definitely problems because there's so maqy 

kids and so few facilities. There is so little time alotted to 

P.E. I don't know whether Heather went into the amount of time 

with you, but our top band kids get so little P.E. it's ridiculous. 

They get one single some of them. 

I think its fourth and fifth years get half of a double, not a single, 

it's half of a double. 

That ' s right , half of a double. 

Some kids come for the first half and some kids come for the second 

half. 

Those that are taking two lar:guages get •••••• 
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Latin. But what can you do? You go and you ask for more time for 

these kids and they say, "Geography wants seven periods a week and 

maths wants seven periods a week." 

Supposing I were the Headmaster and I was wanting high academic 

and then I said. "well look. you can have the first. second and 

third years - a generous amount, they can have two singles and a 

double for yow first three years, but in the fourth and fifth 

yeg all that we are going to lay on are volunta.zx activities, 

lunchtime activities, after school activities and they can please 

themselves." Would that worry you? 

Yes., 

Because he runs lunchtime latin groups, and lunchtime this groups 

and lunchtime that groups. I have difficulty getting some of the 

kids to hockey because he won't let them out to a hockey practice. 

Wouldn't you be a happier teacher though, just working with the 

first three years because that would give you fairly generous 

facilities, given generous time and then it becomes P.Ee Thereafter 

it becomes voluntary. The only people that are coming to you are the 

ones that want to come and do P.E. 

Which is fine but, I just feel responsible even far the ones who •••• 

there are so maqy people it's just the way society is, can't be 

bothered but once they get started, you should see our fifth year 

group now. Every single week I stand at the door and I tear notes 

up. I don't want to do it, I've got a cold, I'm not feeling well. 

You get them in the gym and get them on a game •••• you know we've 

developed games as we go along and we 1 ve changed rules and that and 

it's got ••••• not violent but it's got hectic and they come out 

sweating and they have enjoyed it, but if you made it voluntary they 

wouldn't go because to start off with they can't be bothered. 
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You still think it's worth the compulsion. The compulsion is 

worthwhile. even with those that are resistant? 

I think so. We have a group. Heather and I, we are on together 

for this one, fifth farmers and when I came last year I had all 

of these kids split up into single lessons and one group in 

particular. I mean obviously it wasn't enough to make llle want 

to give up. But I used to be shattered~ mentally. I did not 

know what to do with them and they resented me because I came 

in new. They were f'ourth years; very difficult but if you go in 

there now, well I would say today will be dif'f'erent because we 

are on exams and they're all skiving exams and all the rest of' 

it but we are amazed because we have started this game with them. 

Heather and I have said to each other, the teacher 1 s role is 

wrong in this. We can't teach these kids a:ey more)) we can't teach 

them as teachers, we go in there • I take my jumper of'f' P I put a 

band on, they fight who wants me on their team so I let them 

f'ight and I let them get it soz'ted out and then I go on the team 

where I 1 ve been picked and they think I'm one of' them. But we 

get those kids so worked up and they o orne out and they have 

thorough:cy enjoyed it. They probably wouldn't admit it when they 

come outside, they don't want to know when they come outside and 

it's all forgotten. They have really enjoyed it and that to me is 

worth it. Because they wouldn't come on a voluntary basis, no 

way, and if you said to them when they got there ll "well if' you 

don't want to do it, you don't have to," and if you said to them 

when they came to you and said, "I 1 ve got double pnumonia and 

back trouble P" "ah well sit down". They would. But if you tear 

the notes up and say, "you are getting changed," by the time they 

are in there 5 minutes they are enjoying themselveso 

You are very vulnerable if it comes unstuck that one" aren't you? 

If' I. as a parent had written a note Saling please will you excuse ••••• 

Well obviously you know the ones who are skiving. 
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And I've got very good cause, it's one hell of a risk. 

Ah yes. It's worth it. You know the ones who are skiving, obviously ••••• 

there is one little girl and she looks dead every time she comes in 

some weeks you can say to her, "Look Wendy this is the second week 

running, put your shorts on and have a bash and when you feel as if 

you're going to be sick, go out." Some of them you sa:y, "Not again, 

I don't believe you," but there's some that walk in, and you think, 
11 she doesn't normally skive, she is poorly'' and you sa:y, "Go and sit 

down." There is usually one sitting out. But Heather's got the 

knack, she's had them since first year, and they are a little bit 

frightened of her because she's not one to stand aside, if she wants 

to clip them she'll clip them and they know that, I mean they won't 

take it from me as well as they do from her. She gets them going, 

it's great to watch her. 

And you know the ones who have got counterfiet notes and fraud notes? 

Oh yes, we've had them to the year head, checking handwriting and 

all the rest of it before today. It's only recently, this term 

since September that I've felt that we've got a~here with those 

kids that I've felt I've got aqywhere. 

So even with the fourth and fifth, the perseverence has been 

worth it? You know all the schools I go into and even thougp 

the student is not doi:np: this you see other teachers operating 

and they spend half the lesson just coping with the skivers and 

the ones that want to do it are robbed of half a lesson which of 

course their interest is declining because of these skivers. 

Yes. Well I've spoken to people who have said they have half the 

class sitting on benches not doing it and I think that's their 

fault, if you're soft with them •••• now the kids rebelled about 2 

weeks ago against me e ••• and we get back to Elaine. When I teach 

with Elaine down there, Heather is up here on baths and Elaine and 

I are down there I dread it., We've got two standards going. She's 

frightened of the kids who have got acything about them, we've got 
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one or two, we've got one kid hit a girl with a rounders bat last 

summer 11 just never thoUght twice, she called her something and she 

turned round and hit her and that's just the sort of Y~ds we've 

got, and we deal with those sort of kids down there o Elaine will 

just sort of stand back a little bit and if there's one of the 

big mouths c orne up she' 11 say 9 
1'0h well go on sit down, you don 1 t 

need to do it." I'll say, "Get changed," they've got two standa.rds 9 

they've got hers and they've got mine. And they were complaining to 

Heather last week saying, "Mrs. Hume is awful to us, she won't do 

this, she won't do that, she makes us do this" and Heather says, 

"And so she shoulde" She sa.,ys, "I make you do it don't I?" 

"Well Miss Rose says we don't have to do it." Now a couple of 

weeks ago it was me all the time, I said to Heather, 11I' m sick of 

it. She never takes a:rzy decisions, it shouldn't be me, she's been 

teaching a damn site longer than I have. She won't take the decisions." 

But it's coming, like the last few weeks they know they can't go out 

in their tights, like they try to do, you know Elaine would let them 

but I say, "No you take them off,. 11 They call her Elaine as well 

half the time, they say, "She' s been here longer than you, she' s 

got more authority." I said, "You'll get your tights off or you're 

not going out." You have to stick to it, but eventually you get 

all but two kids going out, two kids who are really poorly, but 

you get them all going out there. It's hard work, you go home tired 

but I just think it's worth it. I think if we stick in and if we 

can get a few af them interested then they might carry it on after 

schoolo They might join a club 11 they might go to the baths once a 

month or something. If I gave in and took the attitude, why bother.~> 

we'll just teach the kids who really want to, I don't think ••••••• 

Have you got a farm or have you had a farm yet that frightens you? 

Yes. Las-t Year. The present fifth year o 

That daY you were coming into school you were quite worried about 

the encounter? 

Noo I would think.P "Oh God it's the fourth yea.r again. I wouldn'teoaao 
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me against 12 of' them and I knew they were hostile .P I can't 

blame them, the teacher they had bef'ore, Heather said, caused 

it because she had no sense of humour, she couldn't relate to 

them on their level. She was a disciplinarian and tried to get 

discipline that w~. You've got to.P in some w~s, come down to 

their level, you've got to talk to them. The way they talk to 

each other otherwise they don't accept you. Sometimes I think 

to myself', "what am I saying?" But that got a reaction out of' 

them so why not? But yes, I was frightened of' them and I told 

Heather I was frightened and she used to say, "Do you want me 

to come down?" and I would say, "No". She used to say, "Oh 

well I've got to get some kit out". And sometimes she was in 

the background, she was always there if' I really needed hero 

I wanted to fight it myself and now those same kids, I've got 

a Christmas card off them, I wouldn't have had that last year. 

You are probablY gettiPfi a relationship now with them where they 

know that you respect them as people. 

Yes because they will come to me with a problem. There are still 

kids in there, they'll leave here in May and if they're not on 

the streets now, which I think half of them are, they will be, 

and it's very difficult when you've got high morals yourself to 

relate to kids, well people, like that, they do, they get pregnant 

left, right and centre. It's amazing and you have to deal with 

people like that. You've just got to. I think I'm winning, I 

think. 

I think you're enjoying it really. 

Well yes. I do, I look forward to those lessons. Whereas I didn't 

before. We do have a good time, its worth it. 

How much of a shock has this school been to you generallY? 
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A big shock. Because I went to a grammar school, an all girls 

grammar school. 

So in point of fact I don't think Bamburgh is typical of a lot of 

schools. It must be very difficult working here. you seem to be 

enjoying it but it's still a damn shock. 

It is. 

Do you think people like you should be exposed to Bamburgh? 

V/ell I don't kn_ , you eee Hec.ther :~aid in tho intervie there was 

three of us, one of them she discarded altogether, two of us were 

fairly close on training and all the rest of it, and she said she 

felt that I was more capable of coping in this situation than the 

other girl although she had the same qualifications and everything. 

She felt they'd be intimidated. I think it's the type of person you 

are. I think a lot of people would be intimidated in this school. 

Especially in P.E. it's different I think when you've got them in 

a class behind a desk. In P.E. you've got to be the type of person 

that can take it. As well as dish it out you've got to take a lot. 

Have you been on aqy courses since you left college? 

Dance courses, I went to one recently at Gargrave and enjoyed it. 

I think I've got to for dance, I've got to keep it going, we are 

trying to sort a dance circle out. There was one last year and I 

went on that, it was so badly organised, the person who was 

supposed to be taking the course never turned up and it was 

always a case of who is going to take it tonight. That was no 

good to me, I wanted something to use in class time, so I went on 

this one, I had to get a ~ off school it was on a Friday. We 

go on Netball courses. 

Hockey? 
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There isn't aey. I've never heard of acy. I really think that 

I need an umpires course in hockey just the same as I do in 

netbalL I've taken my Regional since I came here. Working 

towards the Intermediate in the Netballg but as far as Hockey 

is concerned, I never get to hear of aey ll whether it • s because 

with Heather being involved at top level in netball we get to 

hear of the netball I don 9t know. I think I shall try and get 

on a hockey umpiring course. 

You said earlier that this first half term you were giving up 

every lunch hour and every evening. Is that true? 

Not a Friday evening. 

You kept that fat' you? 

Yes and the kids don't like a Friday evening anywa:y. 

So vou were doing 5 lunch hours and 4 evenings? 

Yes. 

What have you done this year? 

Very little. Because of weather, night times are completely out 

acyway, you can't do any hockeyll you can't do any netball. I've 

got the sports hall once a week and that's all I can have, and the 

gym once a week. 

What do you use that for? 

Sports hall I have everyboqy who wants to play hockeyll we start 

off with practices and we end up with indoor hockeyll it's building 

up. 

How many have you had this week? 

On Monday 20 - 25o 
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So you'll enjoy that session? 

Yes. That starts at ~om· o'clock and goes on till about 6. 

So it's a long sessiono 

Well the kids would stop till 7 but the cleaners throw us out. 

I just say, "Right, we' 11 wait till the cleaners come." That's 

on a Monday but I've just had a real knife in the back because 

there's one man who likes to play men's hockey and he wants the 

sports hall far men's hockey. Now because it's hockey Clive has 

said we've got to share it. I'll o~ get the sports hall once a 

fortnight now. Now with 25 kids you can't really split it ••••• 

Who is this man? 

Oh I don't know. I think it's good that he's prepared to give his 

time. 

He's in the school? 

Yes, he's a teacher. I don't know what he teaches but he's alw~s 

running a boys hockey team and like in winter it's the only time. 

Now when I came it was the standard practice that the girls had it 

one week and the boys had it the next week but he had a 6th form 

team as well so there was quite a few boys. Now from what I can 

gather there's a few third years interested in playing hockey, now 

what I was thinking of, I'm going to ask Heather, you see I don't 

want it once a fortnight, it's no good to me once a fortnight. I 

want it every week. But neither do I want half a sports hall every 

week. I do practices and I can't finish up with an indoor game of 

hockey in half a sports hall. So whether or not I can s~ to these 

boys, "Well if you want to come and join in my practices" and B,. 

wants to come then at the end we have a mixed game, that might work 

better than ••••• you see if he's only got half a dozen or eight boys 

coming it's a waste of time him having the sports hall. 

I would put that to him. 
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It's left till after Christmas because we're off on Monday and the 

following Monday he says I could finish off. Because I've got matches 

you see and I need it. Now Thursday night I've got the gym. I started 

a netball club, not teams, you see because there 1 s a lot of kids who 

are rubbish at netball as far as teams are concerned but still enjoy 

it so I started a club far aeybody from the lower school can come .. 

Anybody turning up? 

Oh yes we have some real good scraps, just in the gym, we real~ 

enjoy it. And I'm wanting ••••• I've got to see Heather because 

there's so ~ night classes, I want to start the same thing in the 

pool. A~bo~ who wants to come can. But I'll do some certificates 

you know, that sort of thing. If they want to work and get a length 

then they want to dOoe •• it was run before. When I first came here 

there was a guy here who liked a free for all session basical~ for 

the boys, for the remedials and the kids that nobody bothers about. 

It was good but a bit unarganised. It was a bit rough. We don't want 

to be in the situation where they collle for a :Iree for all. It's not 

going to be teaching. But they are working towards something, that 1 s 

what I'm hoping for anyway. 

Supposing ~ou couldn't use agy of your facilities at lunch time and at 

four o'clock, would you be disappointed? 

Yes. 

But the curriculum work is not fulfilling? 

It's not enough, for the good kids because I think •••• well I was a good 

kid at school I was one of the better ones as far as sport was concerned, 

lesson times I got frustrated because there was so maqy kids, you have 

to go over the same sort of thing, you've done it, you're good at it 

but there's three quarters of the class aren't. Netball and hockey 

and their practices take you beyond that and I feel responsible that the 

kids in this school who have got talent must be pushed, same as the ones 

who haven't must be made to enjoy it, but I still feel responsible to the 

good ones, the only netball team that I do is a second year, now I've 
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been luc~ because we got the best year that we've had ~o.r a long 

time and they really are very good~ I've got two already' that have 

been selected far the County team~ far the third year County team 

of second years so the..y are a year ahead of themselves already .. J.l.nd 

thatts where I came home on a night after I've taken those four kids 

who are on the squad, I take them usually on a Tuesday night but its 

been on a Thursday recently so once every three weeks I take them to 

Darton for County training and I come back after that really glowing 

you know because they've done something, they've •••• they are getting 

somewhere. I would be disappointed if I couldn't take it. 

In that hockey league that you are secretary far. do all the schools 

participate or are there aqy schools that have opted out? 

Aiden have opted out. 

Aiden don" t pla..y hockey? 

No. There are 7 schools and all the rest do. 6 are in the League. 

Coming back to yourself now, since leaving college in what wgys have 

you changed? 

I started changing in second year, I know that because when I went 

to college, I had never worked at school, academically, I know that, 

I never had to, I got through~ '0' levels ••••••• 

Where did you go to school? 

County Grammar School. I mean I was bottom of the grammar school» 

it was the bottom stream, I went to a secondary school far the first 

year, passed the 12+ went to a Granunar School and was immediately put 

into the bottom class. Miss C. was the headmistress. And it was 

incredible because our bottom class was fantastic at sport and we had 

a really good class for sport and I did.n' t work academically. All I 

wanted to do was sport and I got through 'O' levels and I got through 



F.48/25 

'A' levels without working. I got to college and I wasn't interested 

really in the academic side •. It was second year when I decided I 

wanted to do the B.Ed. and I just completelY changed and I used to 

work f'or hours and hours. I matured in the second year and I think I 

have just gone on. I f'eel a lot older now than I was when I went to 

college. I suppose it's the shock, coming out into the big wide world. 

What could college have done that it didn't? How can it prepare students 

tor Bamburg!l? 

Oh God. It can't. I mean even teaching practice ~third T.P. I was at 

Howlteok at Easingley and it was a lovely school. I mean if' I P~d got 

into a school like Howlteck it would be like going to a grammar school. 

It would have been no change and I would have thought the education 

system was like that. But I'll tell you, I won't put ~ kids through 

this system. I won't send my kids to a school like Bamburgh. It I 

can afford it ~ kids will go private. 

Are you left or right of centre in politics? 

Oh, I come from a 'Left' background and I've married, obviously into 

a 'Right' fami~. 

Does that alter your commitment? 

It does because I haven't swung one way or the other. 

You are still left of centre? 

I suppose I am in a way but •••••• 

It doesn't tie up with you wanting to send your own children to a 

private school. 

I know it doesn't. I feel completely torn because although I am trying 

to make this system in this school better I still wouldn't put ~kids 
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through it. I know a lot of teachers do try really hard. It's the 

kids that are here, I wouldn't want 11\Y kids to be influenced by 

them. I mean I split a fight up this morning, I wanted to see the 

guy to get the pitches marked out far tomorrowi I pulled the car 

up, there 1 s great crowds of lads and the little first years came 

into my lesson shouting~ "Miss there's a £:ight, Miss there's a 

fight, stop themo" 

Boys or Girls? 

Boys. So I waded into the centre of this fight. Now they stopped as I 

got there. It must have just finished. There was blood all over this 

kid and the kids watching. Well you would think •••• you know what 

c oe k-fig ht ing was like, it was awful. They were thoroughly enjoying 

it, wanting more. I don 1 t want my kids to be like that. I know 

probably there are better schools. 

What are the girls like in this wa..y, do they fight much? 

Yea. Certain types of g:irls, we have got some really nice girls, don't 

get me wrong. Like the second year, they are just a completely different 

year, there is just not that type of child in the second year. The third 

year, when I came here they were second years there were some girls in 

the second yee:r then that were a real. problem, a real handful, by the 

time those kids are in fifth form it's going to be hell there. They 

really are bad. 

Has anybod.y eJVer threatened you? 

Well when I first came here those fourth years used to say 'l'o this and 

Fa that and physically I would try and get them out of somewhere or into 

somewhereo There's always a minute when you're not sure. There's always 

that moment and you just stand there and hope t~~t your position will 

eventually win but there are times when I'm not sure it' 8 going to .. 

What has been :vour most .f.righteninp; discipline problem that you've met 

in your 18 months? The one that was perhaps the most upsetting. 
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I don't think there's been one that stood out. Those fourth years 

basically o It was each week .. The discipline problem was getting 

them changed and getting them to do something. Nothing ever stood 

out. It was just the whole lot banned together you see and it's 

you against them. There's never been aeybod;y took a knife to me 

or aeything like that ar took a fist or aiJiYthing. But you know it's 

there underneath the surface. Now those girls, Heather says, are not 

a patch on what was here two or three years ago. She said they've 

had a lot worse. I can remember 5th farm games, a double on a Friday 

last year, there were times when Robert and Graham, who is in the 

youth centre, have peysically dragged boys out of the sports hall and 

there's been fights outside with Robert and Graham. The ladG have 

still kept on going at them, the teachers, as they've dragged them 

out. Now that is frightening. There was one time in the sports hall 

last year, fifth form boy on the trampoline 1 there was one bouncing 

and one standing by the side, and it was just as a f·ight had started, 

Robert and Graham had taken out these two lads, Heather was in the 

changing room with the girls and there was only me left in the sports 

hall and these lads. Honestly, if you had walked in you could well 

imagine you were in a barstal. You know, skin heads because they had 

either just come out or were just going in to. Oh it was terrible 

last year. This lad put his hands under the trampoline and lifted 

it to arms length. And the kid was still on it. And this lad fell 

and I ran over and I got hold of this lad and I said, "put it down", 

and there was a full minute of face to face confrontation. I told him 

to go and sit by the sports hall door and there was a minute there 

when I thought I might have been down there (pointing to floor) you 

know. Because he was one of the ones who just wouldn't think twice. 

But I suppose because it was a woman, if it had been Robert? ••••• 

Was there just the 3 of you in the sports hall? 

No, there was a whole class and everybody stopped and I knew that there 

was two boys in particular who, if aeything had started, they would 

have been on~ side immediately, mixed up with all that gang but they 
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were 6 ft. sort of really big boys. They were smashing and that was 

in the back of my mind, if he lays one on me I'll be alright but it 

was like that, I was shaking afterwards. I mean what do you do? You 

can't leave him there to throw a kid off' a trampoline and in the end 

he submitted, he walked to the sports hall door and sat down, until 

Robert came back because I c ouldn 1 t deal. with him. I c ouldn' t have 

disciplined him, no wa:y. But I stood my ground there was no use in 

backing down. I stood there, like fingers crossed behind your back, 

but I had to. I had no choice in the matter. It's frightening, I 

had no choice in the matter. I mean when you're at college when I 

think back to the tutors at college and all the things they try to 

tell you, all the lessons plans all the practices and all that nobody 

ever seys what you do with a six foot fi:fth former who doesn't give 

a dam about the system, you're nobody to him, nobody tells you what 

to do, or, I mean nobo~ can until you're in that situation. You 

can't, I know. But nobody even makes you aware of that. You read 

in papers about teachers being attacked and until you're in that 

situation you don't know what to do. Heather said to me when I 

first came here, "when you walk in through the Churn Valley, 11 

"which is down there~ where you have to walk through to get from 

one side to the other, "if' you see aeything, smoking or anything 

like that," when I first came she said, "ignore it~" Because 

there's been sta:f'f walk through there and try to split a fight up 

and they've ended up in hospital sort of thing. And that was her 

advice. That was the advice she could give to me. Now I don't think 

I could, especially if you could see that one kid was ending up in 

a bad way. I mean, alright, you can't just walk past somebody putting 

the boot in. I mean that fight out there, fair enough, it had been 

a fist, it hadn't been a foot but he had obviously split his lip 

right open., There was blood all over, now I couldn't walk past and 

leave that. 

On the school premises you shouldn't either~ 

I was telling someone down in the sta.:ffroom and she said that when she 

was on T .P. she said she saw a Headmaster turn and walk the other way 
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when a fight was going ono You can't. 

Because if mY child had been damaged and a teacher had witnessed itooeoo• 

You are held responsible, you've got to be. 

Is there aqything else that you feel 9 look somebodY ought to know 

about this? 

No I don't think so. 

End of Recordine 

Follow-up Comments 

1o We have just decided to start indoor hockey in the Borough. 

Rules will be structured to suit our facilities and needs -

Will begin next September. 
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Which college did you go to? 

(Named College) They ought to have done me a favour and closed it 

down 3 years before I started. I didn't like the college at all. 

So you don't have happY memories of college. obviously? 

No. The only happy memories I believe was on birthdays and other 

social events. There were a few helpful tutors. I'm probably unfair. 

There were a few very helpful tutors. But ove.rall I f'o1.md it, not 

a horri.:rying experience~ but a disappointing experience. 

3 years is a long time to be at a place like that thougp. 

Yes. And most of the lecturers were very apathetic. And I didn't like 

it. And I made it known and they didn't like me because I made it 

known. I'm a bit head-strong like that. 

Were you on the Students Union and things like that? Were you a natural leader? 

No, the Students Union was that weak. So I ref'used to participate in that 

as well. The lecturers had total control and they treated us like 

children. 

Was it an ex-f'emale establishment? 

Yes it was. 

So there was a minority of men there and they'd got a fema~ethic. it 

was more like a finishinp; school than a college. 

Yes. I didn't like it at alL I was going to leave but it v.ras my girlfriend 

that made me staye 

Are you glad you stayed now? 
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I am to have got the quali:fication. But I'm still gathering the 

qualifications to make up ror the three years that I lost while I 

wc:s training. I went on a few courses, the Head or P.E. she, we had 

a few arguments over the philosophy of gymnastics, and she said that 

aey course I wanted to go on she would sponsor as long as I paid for 

the travelling expenses, well I went on a rew canoeing courses and 

trampoline courses and or course the fees were something like £2 

or £3 for the travelling expenses, it would run nearer to £50 so of 

course I lost a lot of money that w~. 

You're the first student I've ever met I think from the College. 

I take it you've just come from there~ 

Yes. 

Did you have §BY period of unemployment? 

No and they let me leave the college half a term early so that I could 

go and teach as a supply teacher in (named) Hospital School. From there 

I was paid as a supply teacher and I still applied for full-time jobs 

and I got this one up here, I was luc~. 

And you started this September? 

This September Jl yes e 

So you left rea.l].y in about May, June'? 

Yes, the beginning o:r Juneo 

Where are your strengths? Where were your particular interests before 

you came to Bamburgh? 

Gymmstic s, trampolining and rugby and outdoor pursuits. I'm interested 

in camping, climbingo 



Rugby, Gymnastics I do~ single periods which hasn't been done •••• well 

it has been done before but from what I can gather~ not that often9 so I 

do it now. Anyway and I've also started two volleyball clubs which is 

another interest that really got off the ground when I was at college, 

before I was blacked from the teams. 

Yes well, I started playing for the college rugby team and the Head 

of Department sort of second in command, he ran all the male teams and 

I didn't like the standard of' rugby so I went to play for a local City 

Club and he said, .,you'll do no good there, I'v.a h&.d tr~y best playe:cs 

go there and they'Ve never got out of the fifth team. 11 Well within 

three weeks I was playing for their first and on tour to France. And 

I got permission to go on tour with them and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

And when I came back I had been blacked from all college teams and 

activities because I'd left the sporting activity that he supported 

most which was rugby. 

So he's been the main instigator of that? That hadn't been a Student 

Union thing? 

No it wasn't a student union •••••••• 

It's very odd that in these days there's a member of staff even running 

student teams. It's unbelievable. Of course the place is still open 

isn't it? 

Oh yes, as I say it sh ould.n' t have been but it is .. 

I find it extra-ordinary that. I mean I would never dream of commenting 

unless students invited you to have anY sgY in the selection of the team, 

the coaching or anvthing. 

I believe it started off like that from what I can gather, there was a 

strong students union about 3 years before I went to the college and he 

was invited onto the team as coach and chief adviser and he sort of gained 

power from there. It was the same right away through the college, nobo~ 

could do anything., 



Did you go to school in Sheffield? 

No I was born and bred in (named County). I went to a seconde..ry modern 

school in town and ~Y P.F.. teacher took an in+.~rest in my gymnastics. 

I pursued gymnastics right the way through from the age of J..4,. He then 

took me out of school for rugby and I started playing for his team. 

Then after school I went to work as a labourer because I flunked my 

'A' levels because I was against the way I was treated in the sixth 

form - trouble maker really. I worked for a yeru.• as a labourer and 

I was still in contact with this P.E. teacher who he.d left the school 

and gone to work at the local Tech. I joined the Tech. College and 

his team disbanded so I just. rebuilt it f'r0m there. I coached it, 

I got it together, you know some of the old bangers who still wanted 

to play, some of the students came along, we borrowed the tech. field 

and started with one team. Now they've got 3 teams plus a colts team 

going. It's quite a poptliar team in town now. 

Vfuich tech. was this? 

(Named) college. 

How did you get your 'A' levels then? 

I got 1. I got an '0' level pass in another and failed the other. I 

took them at the tech. 

And did you go there full time? 

Yes. I'm not bright enough to do it part-time. (1) 

So it was a secondary modern school? 

Yes., 

You are actuall¥ a success story really. You went to a secondary modern 

school then went into labouring for a year, back to your F.E. college 

and you took 2 'A' level courses? 

3 sorry, 4. Economics, History, English and Sociology., 
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That's why you're a rebel 

Probably. 

You're a rebel because you took sociology or sociology because you're a 

rebel. I don't know which. Which came first? 

I think just me, the rebel. I've alw~s been a bit of an outsider. 

How does a rebel fit into this community then? 

As far as the children go they don't know. As far as they're concerned 

I think, they think I'm just another teacher. A new teacher with a 

foreign accent which has difficulties. And to the teachers, as far as 

I'm concerned as long as they don't annoy me, I won't annoy them. 

And even on a professional basis rightly or wrongly it seems to work. 

I'm more friendly t awards the P .E. staff because they are a great 

help, I'd recommend them a~here, they've been a great help since 

I've been here. But the other teachers, they just keep their distance 

and I've not had any •••• I'm telling fibs there's been a couple of 

teachers, new ones, this year, they have said there are one or two 

of the older teachers making it difficult for them. 

YQu're full-time P.E? 

No I teach maths as welle 

How much maths do you teach? 

5 periods a week. It's supposed to be remedial but its been pushed into 

C.SoEo arithmetic. I trained for history. I am struggling there a bit. (2) 

Your A level course at the F.E. college didn't include maths or science 

or anything. How are you finding the maths? 

I am struggling a bit» I do a lot of work on it, it doesn't always come 

out right but I 1 m learning from that and I'm thinking of' taking Maths 

'A' level and keeping maths~ 
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You'd be like gold if you did. If you can do that your future is absolutely 

assured. It really is. But I bet it takes a lot of your spare time up. 

Yes well no less than it will at the moment. I spend an awf'ul lot of 

time I suppose thinking and worrying. 

Did you know Hucklebrough before you got your job at Bamburgh? 

No. I didn't know Huckle br ough. 

It was a shot in the dark? 

I saw e. job. I'm o:f the attitude that i:f you are, or if you want to train, 

for something you should pursue it whether you think the job is far you 

or not. A lot of people disagree with it. And I saw a job in Hucklebrough 

and I sent off the letters and all I got was a telegram. I didn't even 

get an application form back. So that was luck, I came up far interview. 

It looked reasonable, I don't like industrial towns a~ay, I've lived 

in the country most of ~ life, I don't like industry at all. I was 

offered the job on the basis that I would take remedial maths. (2) 

I took it and take the attitude that to be a reasonable teacher, I 

should be able to teach aqywhere, and because the job was here and I 

couldn't get a job in aqy agricultural area then here was where I 

was going to be • 

You haven't had to sort of endure any months of unemployment or 

anythi!lfj like that? 

No, the o~ experience I have had of that was indirect. One boy that 

was in 6th farm with me at school, he went straight into college and he 

was offered a Waths job in Birmingham and he re:fused it on the grounds th~t 

it was in Birmingham and not in Lincolnshiree Because he wanted to be 

with his mother. I've wanted to get aw~ from ~ parents for ages so 

I did. As bad as it ~ seem, I dide This is what I :felt, so I did. 

How have you :found Hucklebrou&h? Let's think about the sort o:f just coming 

and living inHucklebrough to begin with, 
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I don't like it. 

You don't take to it ~t a}.l? 

No. I smell it in the evening, I smell it in the morning and all the 

way through • 

.Are you actuaJ_ly living in Hucklebrough? 

Yes (names road) opposite Aiden. I don't like it, ~wife doesn't 

like it. I've lost two canaries through it. 

Do you really mean that the atmosphere killed the canaries? 

Yes, they were asthmatic and I was given them both f'ree beceuse nobody 

could sell them because they were asthmatic and I think it was the 

pollution because as soon as they got up here they were panting and 

every evening if' you look out of' the window of' the f'lat that I'm 

living in, you can see the smoke rising from chimneys that look as 

though they haven't got f'ilters on them, and it all comes our w~ 

of' course. Fumes e.nc1 everything. And they just died. 

When I came the other week of' course you were having dif'f'iculty with 

your f'lat, has this sorted itself' out? 

No I've got two home made cages, I don't believe in keeping the birds 

cooped up in one of' these little boxes so I built two cages. Well 

the woman came in and called them aviaries. And she wasn't bothered 

about the pets because we were told that we could have as many pets 

as we wanted a.s long a.s they didn't annoy anybody. Well they don't 

annoy anobody and we are holding on to that one. And she came in 

and she said, "those cages are untidy, you have no carpets on the 

floor, your furniture is old", and apparently she could do it. The 

Council seem to have this thing where these housing officers can come 

into the house at any reasonable time, turn round and say to you, 

what they don't like about the place and if' it's not to their 

satisf'action they can kick you out. I explained the fact that I 

had just lef't college, I had absolutely no money ••••••• (3) 
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Just on old :furniture? I :find that preposte;cous. 

It's not so much that it was old fur1riture. She just co®nented on it 

and that it was old furniture and the fact that we hadn't got proper 

carpeting on the floor. 

Never! 

That her main beef was over the birds in these aviaries in our 

standard show type cages which I told her and she said, "they're 

untidy, they are aviaries", and she persisted in this. So I'm 

building two more. What I'm doing is I'm building e. book ce.se and 

a cage exactly like it. Both will have doors and both will have 

wire on and she will turn round and say, "sorry those cages a.ren' t 

suitable, and I'll turn round and say in that case that bookcase 

can't be suitable because they are both exactly the same, both 

exactly the same size. If she moans about that then I'll write a 

letter to the council and the M.P. claiming that I'm being victimised. 

I'll cause as much stink over that as I can. 

Just as well you are a rebel to put up with that sort of harrassment. 

Yes well it's the area. I think she must get an awful lot of trouble 

from that area. Most of them being vandals and old people and she 

comes in with a hard line. 

It's not an easy beginning then is it? Into a career. 

No, 

Because that domestic conflict, you can't sort of leave it behind at 

the gate at nine o'clock. It's with you all the time. 

It's there all the time, yes. 

Does your wife teach? 
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She wants to go into plant pathology but :it's my fault that she 

failed her 'A' levels and so I'm making her take them again. 

Was she going down to the college? 

No she warrts to take them on hex• own which I said would be all right. 

She's got the ability to do so. She's an awful lot cleverer than I 

am so ••••• she won a scholarship into the public school down in (named 

town) and she stayed there, all her 'O' levels are As and Bs and she 

got 1-C and that was Latin which she claims she did.n' t work for anyway. 

And knowing her, I can believe it. So she's stu~ing on her own. She 

does study. She got Botany last year on her own and she did.n 't want 

to take it because she hadn't done much work because I paid for it 

I said, "You are taking it anyway". She got an E I think, very low 

grade. But she's taking Biology and Chemistry. 

That's asking a lot for ambody to do on their own. 

Yes but I think she 1 11 learn from it. I wanted her to take on a private 

tutor but we've had our problems with private tutors. 

Could she not go down to the College of F.E. and take it? 

Different Examination Boards, she wants to take Oxford you see, and 

different Examination Boards would mean totally different work and she~s 

been taught in one way as with most public schools she doesn't want to 

be taught in another way. She seems to have an aversion to colleges 

and Secondary Modern Schools ar Comprehensive Schools. 

And yet she married a bloke who is quite a success out of a system. 

Yes I think so. It's a bit hard for her actually. I feel a bit sorry for 

her. She's not used to this. The other thing of course is she's half 

cast P Indian. And we get all the rubbish from there as well you know» 

'Black Bastard' and this type of thing. 

Do you get much of that in Hucklebrough? 

Oh yes. An awful lot of it. (~) 
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I'm surprised. 

And this is probably why we are getting this woman housing of'f'icer 

on our back. Because she is coloured. And every time she looks at 

my wif'e it's with a snarl and every time she taJ.ke to me it's 

reasonably civiL Although colour prejudice is an easy thing to get 

people on we don't want to use it unless we have to we use it in 

league with victimisation. It's a bit of' a nasty thing to s~ but I 

think the only people who are treating us like dirt then we'll treat 

people like dirt back. My wife is a lot stronger than I am as far 

as that goes, she pushes me like mad and I try to push her. 

She must be astonishingly strong. 

She is , she is • 

Is that a moral fibre ar ••••••• 

Yes, she keeps me high so to speak. She keeps me up above the water 

if you know what I mean. 

You think yqu might go down and get depressed from time to time, 

I would have done. I would have lef't the college. If she hadn't have turned 

round and said, "I.f you leave the college I'll leave you." I have a 

great deal of respect and love far my wife. I feel sorry for her in 

another w~. She hates Hucklebrough as much as I do and even more 

she hates the people because of the way they treat her. So there's no 

joy from Hucklebrough. 

I'm sorry about that. 

It's a great strain. 

Because you haven't got much option about housing have you? 

We have started saving. We are going to buy land and a caravan far "M" (wife) 

because she wants to go in fc:a:' market gardening anyway o I said I'd do all 
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the grafting because I've worked. in farm work. My grandad worked on 

farms. Her grandfather was a market gardener who became self-sufficient 

which is what we want to do. Not here though. (5) 

It wouldn't be easy to get land round here though. that would be 

productive enough to make a go of I think. 

On saying that, I intend to stay in teaching, I don't intent to 

move out of it. 

You must be comine to your .first term end. I shall never forget m,y 

f:irst year I was absolutely tired out, really sleePYs at weekends I 

was knocked out. How do you feel at the end of your first term? 

Well thank God really that I'm fit. I find it very tiring, constantly 

battling aguinst prejudices of the type I'm a stranger. I'm an 

outsider from County. I haven't got the accent. Not that I'd. want it. 

Excuse me saying it, it's something that I've found right aw~ through, 

even the rugby teams that I've played far. They seem to have this 

aversion to anyboay who comes from the south and although I don't come 

directly from the south I seem to have this virttwlly southern accent, 

sort of London and below. 

There's a verY parochial attitude in the north east 

Yes. And I feel that as well. 

Even in your rugby club? 

Even in the Rugby Club, yes. 

'Nhere are you pla;ying? 

I'm playing at the moment for Wanderers. I help Clive out pl~ing for 

O.B's. far a little while I didn't join a club but if it continues like 

it is at 'Nanderers then I will forget about the competitive side of 

rugby and go and enjoy the social side with O.B's and just leave Wanderers 

alone. 
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So you've really had your foot in both camps so far 1 you've been 

playins at Wanderers but you've been a little bit \rith O.B's? 

Yes. 

I d_on't know either club. I'm an ex-rugby player but I've not played 

in the north-east so they are just names to me. There is a snob 

element involved. 

Yes. That's probably what it is. There are a few that are very hospitable. 

But it 1 s the majority that rna tter. Half of the t :Lme because they are the 

ones that make the club of course, it's not the minority. 

Now you'll find an outlet for your rugby, you'll find an outlet for your 

volleyball, you're .going to find gymnastics d.if'ficul t here I would think. 

Yes. 

Because the accommodation is appallinp; in m.x view. Have you found it so? 

Yes but more to the point I think ••• well I've started with my first 

years the idea of equipment, safety conscious. And the second thing, 

caring and tidy conscious because most of the 3rd years and 4th years, 

I don't know about the 4th years but the 3rd years certainly, you tell 

them to put the equipment away or bring it out and it's done in a messy 

disorganised fashion. Rightly or wrongly again I blame the staff that 

had them previously in the gym. They should have been shown how to 

bring the equipment out but I've shown the third years about three 

times what to do and how to do it but it still hasn't sunk in really 

and of course they've got the advantage of another two years experience 

before me • Vfuereas with the first years now I've caught them quickly 

they are doing it. So we get a lot more done in the first year lessons 

than I do in the 2nd or 3rd years. 

You'll probably be enjoying the first and second years much more than 

the third years and fourth years in arw case, are you? 
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No I wouldn't say that. I look on the bright side most of the time. 

There are a few lousy unwanted situations. But the majority of times 

I seem to enjoy the lessons with the kids. I£ I may call them kids. 

The first years and second years are fine, most rewarding. Third 

years, for a start, I found that I had to spent most of the lesson 

controlling them. Fourth years I feel that they are in more control 

than I am. And I've had a couple of conf'rontations; undesirable 

con:f'rontations with the fourth years. And the fifth year I find 

very good. The fifth form I find that I'm treating them more as 

equals. And just basically leave them to settle their own discipline 

and they do that admirably. And so we get an awful lot done in their 

lessons and sixth form I don't teach arryw.<J.y. 

The fourth years will come round next year, if you're still here, 

I hope so. 

You were guite determined when you said you were going to sta.y in teaching. 

So there is a sense in which you are hooked on it pretty early. 

Not in this sector. I'm going into Physically Handicapped and most 

likely abroad. 

You've got it all mapped out, Why (Country named)? 

Because I'll be able to have land and house. Be miles from aqywhere 

with reasonable access to a~ school that I need to go to. I don't 

mean it nastily, but I don't particularly like people. I find a lot 

of people, from experiences in the past, that they just want to hurt 

other people and I don't like that. As long as people leave me alone, 

I'm all right but people don't want to leave me alone. So I just want 

to sta,y away. But on saying that I enjoy cliquey social life ioe. 

rugby team if I can call a rugby club a clique which I suppose it is 

because we all play rugby then I enjoy that type of social lif'e and I 

enjoy being with children. Children being aeyone from a big kid like 

myself right away down to birth really. It's a wide sector but I • ., •• 

it's the people in between, the ones that think they're grown up and 

aren't really. And just won't accept it, I just call them adult children. 
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I don't particularly like that attimes. Because they are out to 

hurt. They are out to hurt you every single opportunity they can 

get. You can't blame a child. 

Once you have done your one year probation. presumably you would be 

qualified to get a work permit would you 3 to go to (Country)? 

No I want a degree first. 

Have you started working for that yet? 

No. I want to leave it a few years just in case •.•.• you see (Country) 

is a thing that is more or less a dream» it's mare or less a dream that 

something I'd like but not necessarily get it. 

It's nice to have a fantasy for something to aim for. 

But on saying that, physically handicapped is a reality and I want 

something like 10 years in normal school and then I want to go into 

Physically Handicapped. 

WhY ten years? I would have thought that ••••. 

10 years I would have thottght was a reasonable time. Where I '11 cover 

a reasonable amount of people and have a reasonable amount of 

experience with normal children. Because a lot of people in handicapped 

work, special schools say to me, ttwe feel that people should have experience 

with normal before the come into physically handicapped." Although I 

don't fully agree with that attitude I think 10 years will give them 

that certain degree of normalcy. 

I :w:ould have thought that five years with normalcy would be ample 

before branching out intoooooooo 

I was just going to say I'm a bit like that, people will turn round 

and say four or five years, then I '11 do that extra because Jive come 

up against things that when people turn round and sa;~ they want 

something doing I' 11 do it and then they turn round and say, "well I 



M.lt-9/15 

need a bit more"and so what I tend to do is go right over the 

odds. Two Saturdays ago this referee 1 in my opinion, wrongly 

picked me up for being offsj.de at the back of the line G And so 

every time after that I was in a lin..e I said, "excuse me sir, am T 
.J.. 

in tl1e right position please?" And I said that until everybody was 

sick about it and apparently he eventually said, "can you be quiet 

please at the back?" The referee agreed with him so I think I 

made nor point there. That I wasn't offside in the first place. 

Because I was basically in the same position every time. I'm 

that type of aggravating little •••••••• 

Ii?.sty type".~ • 

Nasty, yes. I bitch to the full. 

You must be a serum half? 

No, wing forward. That • s the other part. People always tell me 

that I'm too small. The reason I think that possibly a lot of people 

don't like me at Wanderers because the second week I was there, there 

was a group of wing forwards talking and one of them said, "oh we're 

a.ll right, we've got an average height of 6ft .lins. 11 And I turned 

round and said, "if that 1 s your only qualification far- being wing 

f<:n:'ward, then you ought not to be playing on the wing." And I said 

that to all of them and. they don't like it anyway because I'm faster 

and fitter than they are. In training I show them every time. But 

the other people, the selectors seem to try and ignore it. But 

I'm making myself known rapidly and possibly in a bad light. Which 

is unfortunate but it's just the wa:y I am. People have either liked 

me or hated me. They always know where they are and its unfortunate 

because I get very loyal friends and they are very few and I get an 

awful lot of enemies and the enemies don't bother me, but I think I 

bother them. So I get this all around, "Oh he 1 s a horrible chap" 

or you know, "he's a great lad." In (County named) I've left my 

mark, the people that hate me and good friends. (I like talking about 

myself e) 

You like your rebel cause as well, Are you politically motivated? 
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No. No interest in politics. 'l'hey'll get me anyvva:y. Whoever's in power, 

whether it be the Russians, whether it be Democracy, or the Americans 6 

I'll be critical of it but they'll still have control over me. There 

is no way I would be able to get out of it and. that is possibly anothe1· 

reason why I want my own land and house so people can't come into it. 

Although I know they can. Compulsory order on ~ property this type 

of thing, and take it away from me. Which is annoying but its :f'act 

of life that I'm gradually getting to accept. 

Yes on the other hand we need a hell of a lot more rebels and this 

is where it struck me, oh well here we've a rebel who is interested in 

sociobp;.y, who -,,ill be politically wothated. It l s not like that at all 

with your case is it? 

It's selfish. I'm selfish. Self motivated. 

You wouldn't be interested in education in schools if you were entirely 

selfish though. If you were so self-centred. 

True. 

You don't come over that way to me at all, on 20 minutes knowing. 

I like education- I like learning. I like teaching. I was told at school 

I was a total idiot. I was told that I wa.s taking 2 'A' levels and I said 

that I only wanted to take one. I said I wanted to take one 'A' level and 

a few more '0' levels. The headmistress said, "You are taking two 'A' 

levels and the 'O' levels." And I said "in that case I'm not coming 

to school. 11 She said, "You' 11 do as you are damn well told. 11 And as 

a result I didn't turn up to her lessons or aeybody elses lessons. 

But I did turn up to the exam and did nothing ••• I slept through my 

English exam. and I wa,s an hour late on ~ religious knowledge exam. 

I got balled out for it but I told her what wou1d happen and I told 

her then what I would do and as a result references from her were 

bad. So again I went on to the labouring site because that's where 

they wouldn't need a reference. Took an awf'ul lot of' money. Spent it 

all. Went to College, the tech. college which I really enjoyed although 



I wasn't in a student union there I had a great deal of influence 

over the student union and I got an awful lot out of them for my 

rugby teamQ The rugby team was my life really Q And then I went to 

college. I went in with a similar kind of philosophy there and found 

that it just wasn't the same at (named) college, So I opted out, 

basically o Just attended the lecturers so I knew what to do and get 

some awf'ully bad grades as far as writing goes o But from what I could 

see they couldn't f'ault me f'or my practical on anything and I got 

through that way. 

You might be restless and uneasy in any institutional set-up. Whatever 

College you'd have gone to you would have made your impact on i.:L, but 

I think you have gone to a particular unsuitable one that didn't give 

you elbow room for you to develop your particular potential. You would 

feel that you were fighting for it rather than beinp; nourished in it. 

Yes. Well ~ Careers officer at the college, he turned round and said, 

"You won't ever pass a single examination you ever take. 11 He said, 

"I have a friend in City who might be able to get you into the college • 11 

And he did. And that was one of the reasons why I went o I said, "whatever 

you think Mr Q Stewart." And he said, "well I think you won 1 t get aey 

exams." Well I proved him wrong and I told him so, like that, and •••• 

He must relish that ••••• 

And he came up to me in the Easter and he said, "How are you James" P 

I said, "If I had seen you at Christmas I would have punched you on 

the nose." He said "Why?" I said "I don 1 t like the c allege and I 

would advise you to tell aeybody that wants to go to a cheap little 

college, don't. Don't take them to tity~ send them a~here else but 

City." So he's taken my advice, nobody else has gone to(City~ So I 

stopped it from that end and any interviewees I saw at the college I 

said, 11 don't come here." I got into trouble with the student union 

far that. I suppose it was a bit unfair because some people did 

like it. 

Conformists would like it 
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Yes~ religious freaks really did like it. 

Do you think you'll identif~ with the rebels in school? 

A lot of the real characters I really like. But on saying that, 

because I'm very similar to a few of them, I tind. that some of 

them are a problem. One of them that is an intelligent problem. 

He's just lazy. We had a confrontation where I asked him to leave 

and he didn't want to so I helped him along with his arm and he 

turned on me. We waltzed a little bit, but I eventually dragged 

him into the room and gave him a good talking to. At the time I'd 

got to a temperature of 100. I had got gastro enteritis without 

knowing it and I was off for the rest of the week after that so 

I was feeling under the weather at that time. I think he was feeling 

a little upset about something that had happened about two days 

before with one of his mates. It wasn't me. And everything came to 

a head and the more I've spoken to Clive about it, and Robert about 

it and To~ and a couple of the female staff, Ann and Sue. Elaine's 

with Robert so I spoke to those two at the same time, the more I 

think it was me, realizing that I'd got someone that I'd got to 

prove that I was better than because that's the only thing he would 

accept, and because of that I was pulling down on him too much. And 

because I had pulled down he just sort of •••• everything came to a 

head at that particular time and he rebelled. As a result there are 

rumours going round that (pupil) punched Mr. Birley in the mouth and 

Mr. Birley is scared. It's not the case. And a couple of the forms 

that I take sa;y, "is it true you're scared of Alan sir? And you had 

a fight with him." I just turn round and say, "yes, I'm really 

frightened." Apart from that, I don't fight with school children and 

I say this but whatever has happened f'rom that confrontation, (pupil) 

is no longer a problem. Vfuether he thinks that he's beaten me and 

he's just going to leave it at that, I'm in charge, man, so, you 

know, I'm just not bothered aey more. That type of attitude. And 

so all I've got to do is ask him and he'll do it. Or whether he 

thinks that I know a bit more about the lad than aQYbo~ else does. 

So I am going to behave then so be behaves and I don't have aey real 

problem. The problem is solved as far as he is concerned. But fourth 
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years - a definite problem. I'm starting to win a few of them around 

more from respect on the rugby pitche But on saying that~ they are 

not always the problemo It's the quiet ones, they terrify me half 

the time. The noisy ones I think you can cope with, you can catch 

them out, once or twice and I feel it is a catching out. Catching 

out enough to hurt and pulling ~hem down. I don't like doing it, as 

far as I'm concerned it is a terrible technique to use, on anybody. 

I've been pulled down with words before and I don1 t like wards, 

I would much prefer someone to come and hit me on the nose, and say 

"I don't like what you said," and then everything is forgotten, and 

everything goes on from normal after that. I much prc;fer tl-...at type of 

confrontation than someone pulling me down with words. Words hurt and 

and so I'm reluctant to use wards. But sometimes it is necessary 

and should we say the ];len rather than the sword and I don't use the 

sword at all except when I am, say, on a rugby pitch where a hard 

tackle will suffice, rightly or wrongly I do use that type of 

technique. Less so on the football pitch but certainly in terms of 

standing in a circuit training session or volleyball or something. 

So I try to show through example rather than through fear. I think 

fear is the wrong thing to use in aey situation. Although I don't 

think you can help using aeything but fear in a first year situation. 

I think first years are frightened. I think thats the only time that 

it can be used to advantage but its soon lost. 

You have to gain the respect somehow, one wgy or another. 

Yes. I don't think thats the way to gain respect. Again I think a 

lot of people will disgree. I think a lot of people think the sword 

rn~ speak better. 

Is there any caning going on in the school? 

I don't know. I believe the Head.master has used it once or tvd.ce 

for exceptional caseso 

They've had a real problem in this school combining three diffetent 

schools and the histo1-:y of it is one that has been a big struggle for them. 
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I think •.•• as an ou.tsider in (Midland City) I've seen two or three 

schools that have had this type of situation and pulled through. And 

only on the basis that all teachers work together. And I think as :ln 

outsider I don't think the teachers here wnrk t.oe;ether. Not only the 

P.E. department I think •••• I was told by Robert that there was a 

House System and they said if you want a House System the P.E. 

department must supply one. Well the P.E. department supplied it. 

but nobody took it on. No teachers would sas-, "Oh we'll belong to 

this house or that house," and so there is nothing to identify with 

except in sport and that is half the failing. I think i.f' this was 

brought together totally the house system or something that the 

children can idf'mti:f'y w:j_+.h bece.nse they (!C..n no longer identify rvith 

the school. They have noboqy they can identity with in the school 

except, oh we go to Bam burgh C omp. But I don't think there is any 

identification at all with teachers or with the pupils, that is a 

big problem in the school. 

Have you had a chat to the Head at all since you came? Has he invited 

you in for a cup of coffee? 

No. And quite honestly I think he'd take of'fence if I told him that. 

What I've just told you. 

I don't think you would tell it guite in those terms actua117. 

No. Well if you say a~hing like the past conversation to people like 

that I probably would then try to justify it. But nobody would accept 

it. Quite honestly I don't feel I'm articulate enough yet or diploma.tic 

enough to be able to pull off' something like that. I have a tendency 

to be blunt, straight to the point which again brings anguish to a lot 

of peoplea I think I'm coping with it gradually. I don't often swear, 

I don 1 t swear at a11 at school and I don 1 t often swear outside of' school 

only when I get very mad, (do I ever swear that only comes once or 

twice o] 

I hope you stgv in teaching because teaching need a lot of rebels 

in it at the moment. 
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Well I hope to stay in it. The thing is I don't thinl-: I'm an al'.rf'ully 

good teacher· yet. But I think that'll come. 

Don't exoec·~ too much af yow· teaching. You've got a nature that's 

prepared to share sport. You enjoy your sport. You enjoy your rugby 

for instance, you en,joy your volleyball and your gymnastics. And all 

tea.chi ng is just sh<>l"'ing and inviting people to share it with you, The 

people that will spoil it are the people that want to prevent you 

sharing it. 

I'm not going to give up teaching because I feel that I'm a bad 

teacher. I think half of' it •• ,I'm self critical anyway. I think half 

of it is because I 1 m not articulate enough. I've not got the experience 

of putting things mrer to children, especially up here. I've listened 

to Robert and Chw:lie and Clive talking to chi.ldl.·en. They talk in a 

totally dif'ferent way to the w~ I've ever taught in a school in 

Midlands City to any ability. Arry child with any ability. So I think 

it 1 s just s;;itching on to the way the chilfu·en a.re going to unde1~stand 

it here, because I have a lot of trouble with words as well, they hara_ly 

understand what I'm saying because some of the words are different. 

That surnrises me. Is that in reality? Do you think that's true or is it 

just that you think that that's true? 

I quite honestly thinlc that they don't understand me, sometimes. 

You are having no difficulty at all in articulating your ideas to me, 

there is not once have you had any difficulty explaini!?f: who you are, 

what you are, what you stand for, the things that you've got problems with. 

That's because I'm sure of what I'm doing. I think you 1 ve got to latch 

on very quick~ to the mood of the childo If they're boistrous then you've 

got to calm them down sometimes I think 11 before you can set a practice 

up. And sometimes if you're not careful, not tiring them enough 

physically to get their mental attention and I thinl-::: that's where the 

problem lies. Especially in my ma.thso It's an under-preparation rather 



than over-preparation which is something that I'm changing now. 

But it's taken this ~irst term to get hold o~ it. )_lso there 

is a little bit o~ a problem wi-th my maths arzyway ~ They are 11\Y 

form and I didn't know I was goi:n..g t.o have a form before I came 

up here. As far as the form teacher goes I feel that I'm not so much 

a father because the age range is too close. I played with children 

their age of the rugby pitch. 

Which ~orm have you got now? 

4-th year farm, 4th year tutorial. So I ~eel that I must be more of a 
op,..;.,.nd ~+nnu+ "h.,.com4'1"\0' f'r.;onrll .. t"' +h"'m '"or+ v".p +~y-!n.<:" to ~to·.;--- _,_ ii .... ._..., ... _ ,... o.~'-' .w _,.."'t:> 4 ........... A~ ...... Vo&-..,V 1oJ \1 .t,. V..t. _ ... ""t:> .., """iJ 

outside what they stand for but relate to them in some kind of way. 

Well I've done that, the failm,e comes in discipline then. In ~ maths 

lessons I should have distinguished between the two very quickly but 

because I wasn't sure what was going on in ~ first few weeks, how 

the class was going to react I played this one v~ong. I might be able 

to pull it together next term but certainly next year will be different, 

I'll set a hard line to start off with. (6) 

Are you likely to keep that form into the fifth year? 

No. I think they'll come up here. And I take another form. That's if 

they offer me one. I won't refuse a form because I think it's a way 

of getting in to find out mm1 e about the children I'm teaching. 

And I don't think anybody could teach you how to make a particular form 

relationship. 

I feel I've got a good relationship with them. F.rom a friendly basis 

I learn about them a lot of them talk to me and tell me what they're 

fearing at that particular time. But the trouble is it goes over into 

a maths lesson. If I'm doing maths with them rightly or wrongly» one 

of them will ••• he'll have finished or she'll have finished and turn 

round to me and say, "that was easy sir, can't we do something harder?" 

So I find them something harder and that's it» they don't want to go on 

with that particular thing, but on saying that» I think a double lesson 



of mathematics for them is much too mucho I'd much prefer to 

see them sort of bringing in single periods of English and 

Maths although they are necessary I think the single periods 

should be there for English and Maths because they do find it 

hard to concentrate. What I've done in the double period, I've 

let them have 5 minutes in between periods to just de whatever 

they want. It's unfortunate~ because sometimes teachers will 

come in at. that particular pointjl see the kids running riot 

virtually and they sort of look at me and think, 'well what's he 

up to?' that type of look. That type of look hurts as well, 

because you think ah well, "they're going to have their eye on me." 

They are going to pass it on to somewhere and it'll be totally 

wronge I had tl1e P.EaA. come in on one of my first lessons, a 

lower fourth year group for P.E. and I thought it went disastrouslyjl 

I didn't know what the kids were like, It was the first time I had 

them ••••• 

He's been in to see you early 

Yeso It was four weeks in, he came in, I haan't real~ got control 

of the lesson. I just gave them each a ball and I just wanted to watch 

them so I gave them two areas and I told them to go and play in. This 

was after the warm up. "Just go and play in the areas and I' 11 come 

and have a look at each of you. 11 I had one group sit down and said, 

"we're not doing it because we don't want to." And that's the we:y 

they are. And the other group were playing quite happily. So while 

I was talking to these lads who didn't want to do it, the other 

group stopped because they'd had a little argument and it was a little 

disorganised so that •••• eventually I got both teams working and 

eventually I found out their weaknesses and strengths and at the end 

I thought, "Oh dear, that was worse" and he happened to be there. 

Because you know a couple of them should have been clobbered. You know.~~ 

physically clobbered not sort of with the fist but with a hard tackle 

or a hard pass or something just to make sure that they knew that 

I was harder than they are., And I think again I probably contradicted 

myself in what I was saying earlier. I think if you show that type of 

thing to start off with you're not going to get it later on. And he 

carne to me ai'ter and he said, "what struck you about that lesson'?" 

I thought» "here we go". He said, "what struck you about the lesson?" 
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I said, "to me those children had very little idea" ••••• he said, 

"that's perfect, none of those children, what the hell are you 

teaching them rugby far? I'm going to have a word with Mr. James 

about this. What are you teaching them rugby for? They could.n' t 

play rugby in a month of Sundays.'' That type of thing. So I brought 

in a bit of college philosophy, you know, all this about the child 

learning c a-ordination and he was gui te impressed by it. I don't 

always agree with, I think it's a load of rubbish all this philosophy, 

thank God the college taught me and he came off thinking I was a 

reasonable teacher and H.O.D. ought to keep me. Clive told me. 

He said, "you must have done something reasonable there ,"'he said, 

"you were a good teachP.r and thAn he hc.J led at Gli'l.r'::' for !!J.U.king !!le 

teach what he called a bum class, somethine; that would be very 

difficult, being the inexperienced teacher and so Clive ~uoted a 

few figures and lack of e~uipment and apparatus and the P.E •• \. soon 

went. So we've not seen him since. But that's the way it went. 

Four vreeks isn't long enough to settle in anywhere -he'll be back, 

I feel I'm settling gradually there is still a few things ••• I'm gr>adually 

becoming accepted by the P.E. staff. My hwnour is very difficult to grasp 

hold of. I thiru~ some of the kids get it, but a lot of them don't. So 

a lot of them think I'm just an idiot, which I suppose is a f::1ir comment. 

But some of the teachers don't understand my humm.u· either. It's just 

started work-ing you know, things clock with Robert and Clive, I think, 

is gr>adua.lly gettin13 hold of it. I don't think an avrf'ul lot of people 

actually get what I 1 m talking about. If I go in and say 1 "can I 

scream?" They'll turn round and look at me and I'll go "Ahhhhhhhhhhhh" 

like this and everyone sort of looks around and they don't realise 

it's just sort of my way of saying, "Oh God we've got these next", 

sort of thing. But they're quite a happy bunch at times. I think some 

of them are a bit mooczy- at times. It's very unprofessional I suppose 

talking about them that way but I' d. sa,y nothing here that I wouldn 1 t 

say to their faces anyway. They have been a great help, 

Talking about the two problems, the confrontation and the fourth year. 

What have been the high moments? Because you've got to hang on to 

some of these treasured moments, 



Yes o F:irst year rugby I liked that, I like teaching first years, 

they are enthusiastic • Second years, my rugby team, I like my 

rugby team. They seem to like me. 'l'hey have only lost 6 games and 

every time they loose it's usual~ against a vm·y bad team and I 

tell them they deserve to. .And then tell them why anu then they'll 

start and work towards that particular goal. Some fourth years 

came into me the other day and said, "Sir will you start a volleyball 

club with us?" So I said, 11yes 11 and I've got that volleyball team 

and the fifth forrn have done the same o They are the really high 

moments, when some of them actually c orne up and say, "sir, will 

youo a o o o o o o o" 

E ncl of Recording 

Follow-up Comments 

L I tried. part-time F .E. but after a full days work I found it hcU'd 

and had. to give it up. 

2. As the contract was, I teach P. E. and. Remedial Ma.ths I accepted 

the job., 

3.. I do not appear to have been bothered by the housing officer since 

our last confrontation. 

4-. "Colour" comments have began to curtail; people I think are getting 

used. to us o 

5o We have decided we definitely need a holiday away from everythingo 

So I am beying another tent and. gear we need and we are going away 

for Vl/hitsuno 

6. Rumour has it, I will not be teaching maths, or have a form next 

year (not official yet). 



Account M50 was omitted at the authOl'' s discretion. 
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Compulsion, 

To me I would make P.E. compulsory except for 5tt forn;. I 

bel:Leve because I think 

they are old enough to decide whether they come to school 

or not. 'l'hey are choosing what they want at school anyway, 

and if it vvas left to me I would give the ~.th form plenty 

of' choice, which isn't everybody's opinion. I don't know 

whether you agree with that? 

It is a point worth discussing because very often when schools 

it isn't. In other words if someone is missing no one chases 

them so that, in a sense, voluntary participation if not condemned, 

is accepted. "Would you Q._o ;this with your 5th form?" 

No I would maJ.<:e the 5th form do P.E. but I would give them a voTiety 

of subjects that they can choose what they want to do and I vvould 

offer them various courses. Something more interesting, perhaps 

a golf course or horse riding to t-ry and keep their interest and 

hope that they have got in the 5tl:. form will make tl-:.em want to 

do P.E. in the 4th form. Because I thin}: that if school is compulsory 

for the 5th form, then all education is compulsory and I think they 

should do everything and I think the 5th form should have this 

choice. It seems a reasonable cut off doesn't it because they are 

staying of their own free will. They are adults at 17 and 18 and 

they are mature enough and I think they resent it if you make them 

do things they don't want to do. 

You were talking about choices then: Do you thin}: that the children 

at the older end are given too li_ttle or too much choice at thi~ moment 

in Fleetwith? 

They are not given enough. ~'lith choice you are limited to yolU' 

facilities and staffing. Ylith County cutting do1m on P.E. staf'f 

you just can't do it if' you haven't the staff and if you are given 
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big numbers 11hicb we aren't at the moment. In the 5th form we 

o.re getting 96 b:::tv1een three st,U'f, tho.t' s u.bout 30 each ~~nd 

if you are going to l-u_::ve big numbers the tc2-cl--_c:r::: c2Xt 1 t: offer 

them the choic;:;s thet they F:c-uld like to them. You nt;ed 

smaller numbers which you cu~e not going to get now. 'Nhereus, 

before at HucklebTough, I used to get smo.ller numbers. Here 

it tends to be ever increasing numbers. It is not the he.C).c1' s 

fault it is the trend in education. They a..:ce cutting down on 

staff and putting more kids into the school. Next yeD.r there 

will be l+- staff short and we ho.ve 40 more kids coming in. There 

are places like .Aiden where they have 8 P.E. staff or something 

like th.?.t. ~'!e hu.".Tc 2 :;;en 2.Dd 2 womt:i-l c.wu une part-timer coming 

in when we have such big numbers. ';"ie can't offer the choice. 

You can't take 30 kids horse riding. The maximum is about lOo 

You must have staff. You have to have time and you hcwe to 

he.ve money. I don't think money is such a problem here, because 

most of the kids CU"e willing to bring 50p to go horse riding and 

even if they couldn't we used to make money from .c;elJ ine; crisps 

and oro.nge juice o.nd things. So money has not been a particular 

problem over the last two yeD.rs whilst you hr~ve been building it 

up? Transport is free. '.Ve have our orm two mini buses and the 

petrol is paid by the local eJ.Jthority. 

'i/hat kind of choice have you of:t.,:'§red? 

In the 5th form we had horse riding, golf at the golf club, and we 

did. ice skating at the ice rink. 

How successful looking back on itLdid.:tou tpj.:nY~ it was? 

I r1as only involved in the horse riding, but the girls thought it was 

great. The first time I took them er.pecially the boys -
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Yes. I swi tchcd the groups every te .. rm. So they had a term of horse 

r:i.dine; or r~orsc hrlndling or riding. But there 'N<lS C),n option on 

'ahether -they w21nted to o .. o it Dr not. ~'!c S(:.id., '1 
.• 1-o rro..ntc tc: go 

And then there was the usual tl1ings here: volley ·ball, basket ball 

and football. 'l'wo staff ste,yed in school.. Or" course v1e ho.d more 

staff then, we had three men at one time but one he.s left and we 

had Ed who nas the youth tutor and he \'I as doing P .E. so of course 

we had really four men. \7e left two men here and two men went out. 

We won't be nble to hc-.vc choices this year :ii' they cut dow·n any 

more. l!:y husbe.nd who is a.t C~;_llally te.kes some bowling. I wouldn't 
,_.,! ., -
..!:\...J...UU wuLtlrl l1c~ve lil~ed ~boy;ling becc.:.use it is 2. bit 

inactive but they think it is great. It is the sort of thing that 

they can follow after scl:ool. 

How lonp; have you been in Hucklebroue;h? 

Seven years. Years I vre.s in (lor.~11) .scl~oo l 11~fo:ce I 02-.me here. ·~·re 

had no choice where we went. The gr2.mmar school used to take the 

first stream and we took the second. I had never taught non selective 

g£oups till I got here. 

When I moved from a selective school to a non selective school it was 

the biggest p:c ofessional shock I have ever had. Did you find the same? 

I found it so because even nhen you are on T .P. in Secondftry schools 

it is not the same thing. I had been five years in a. selective school 

and then I was put in here. 'rhe first lesson I took was what I would 

usually do but it just didn't register at all. I had to ch2"nge 

completely. You have to break everything down so minutely for them and cc 

lot of them haven't got the co-ordin9.tion. You have to tell them about 

ten times. ii'ihereas ·.-;itb an intelligent form you tell them once ::'.nd they 

ho.ve got it, o.nd it is just revision the nezt lesson. But rri th this lot 

ym.1. have to plug it Dl1d plug it. 

}.re you leay_~l?{: the job .-rith any_ rer;rets? 

No. I feel nm'r tho.t I would like e. chonge. '3cfore, I needed tbe money. 

,\nc1 nov1 I don't need the moP..ey so much. I mn:;- come 1y._ck. I -\:.};ink I 



was getting to the sto.ge rJwre I wasn 1 t so enthusiastic. I 

felt :::;,s if I wa.sn 1t interested in the kids an:,· more .c;,nd so 

Yihen vou tnlk CJ.bout not bein::; r-;o ent.hn,si l'l.sti.c i what 2;'"' the tl•i ngs 

that _ _9rush your s_pirit? 

'l.'his is ;J. very academic school. Sometimes you do not get the 

support from the top that you should c;et. Tho.t s.nnoys me. 

P.E. lessons ::u.·e not important, you can miss that. Miss H. would 

support you through thick and thin with pa.rents and people not 

turnirz: up and things. This Heo.d is sometimes dul;ious in that 

when you go in you don 1 t know whether he is going to sup})ort you 

or not. The other Heek we hk1d an athletics match at another school 

and 15 boys d.i dn 1 t turn up and the excuse we.s that it Ym.s exams. 

The athletics mG~tcl-:. finished at 6 p.m. They could have gone home 

and revised. '.V:ben Pam went in to see the head his immediate reaction 

was 11 E:x:ams ctre more importa11t and I agree boys." 

a big row and two hours later he had ch<:wged his mind and decided that 

something should be done about the boys but his immediate reaction was 

in favour of the exams. Fair enough exams m"e important, but he 

does not back us when he should. 

So, that would be c. contributory £:actor towar·ds yo_s losing some o:f. 

your enthusiasm? 

I have done seven years and you get in a rut. I find that with P,J!;. 

you tend to repeo~t a lot. You knon you get the frrst years and you 

start 'Nith foot work again. Although they are dif'ferent children you 

tend to be repeating material all the time. Same things year in and 

yeer out. I find it gets D. bit boring sometimes. 

Do you feel that the P!E. -~·wr ou,<:>;ht to get out after <:c little 

while? 



I think it is 11_p to the inoividw·.l: Sor.1e people cccn stc.} in it 

I did .:'.t stock tcJ;:in_g to do 

hc.>.raly o o ••• I hGve not got the responzibility th:->.t I h::,n 'Tlti' Pe.tcl 

doing most of the administrative work. P.r·eviously I rs.n my own 

depertment. Here p 0 is the he::- a :;<nd J ['.E1 the deputy' 30 I h-ave 

leBs work to do on that side. I run the girls things as J 91ways 

did. But poper nork, I don't ho.ve so much to do: meetings I don't 

h2.ve to c.ttcnd so much. Paul does most of that. o ••• 

Do you think thu.l; Iluckleb_£,0J_J._f-;h is an aver2,ge or better than avera[c:e 

place for kids to continue with sports lee.rned once theY leave school? 

Hot having been anywhere, else it is hard for me to say. I think the 

standard of P.E. is g_uite high looking at other nreas locally. 'l'he 

P.E. organiser used to come round to the schools ::::.nd see whe.t you 

good standard foT Hucklebrough. lie Icept a very hit;h stcmdard, bec2.1J.se 

you never kne-,-~ whether he was coming in or not and it used to keep you 

on yom1 toes. Vlhereas now when you don't see .s.nyboa;y- h3.J'd1y some one 

ma~r pop in occasionally but vvith there being c-, P.E. orgnniser 01.nd an 

;:;.ssistant, nnc1 it being c small place you knew exactly vih2.t w:::~s s·oing 

on and you dare not sit them down nnd rm.lk o.Y:ay. You had to teach. 

If he cEJ.rne in he would tell you if he thout;ht you were not doing it 

properly. He came to heuds of depc..rtments even c-'_nd -if' he c1id not 

like the lesson and he thought there was something vr.cong with it he 

wouldn't hesitate to tell tllem. He would say, "Look I think that 

perha.ps you should be doing this. Do you think H:.at there is some-

thi:r'lg \'ll'Ong? 11 And ,_ -
ll.t.; nould discuss it. 

So h,e was generally interested in what was going on? 

Yes. He was very good, in that respect. He tJ:,ought that at the time 

Hucklebrough was not fantc.stically good at P.E ••.. The standc..rd of 

PoE. teaching ••• but now he h2.s gone out into C otmty he sa.id tho t 

since he had been out of Hucl--.:lebro-ugh he lnd realised that the 
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stanclnrcl <'!as pretty high l~~ere. There are plenty of opportuni ti~s 

here ~~ 0 do thi.P-e;s e There is [, good ~,thleticc club~ there is ft. 

good tennis le.cccue ~ th~Te is ... cooa. b~d.rninton lec.guc 1\n•l there is 

football. 

Lookipg_ be.ck on the progress that the school has made, where would 

you place it 1 s strengths and s~. };h~},t this is an area of strene-th 

in the school? 

]'irst of all with being in the Park area we have got good J:r.ids. 

They c orne from good homes. The discipline is good which is one of 

Tltat' ts th.e sul1uol! s 

depends which staff we have in. My strengths are netball, tennis~ 

badminton and consequently I have worked hard on that side. We 

have County tennis plnyer s , County badrnint on players ;;:.nd County 

netball champions. - you see! 1.'fe find that one of the pi ties of 

P.E. is that you N'e ju.dged on the strengths of your teams. If 

you do well in outside competitions they think "She is quite good." 

But they don't look e.t the less able and look at their lessons and 

say "They seem to be enjoying it.'' I hn.ve felt .'.'S a teacher the:::t 

the real values of tb.e job are never on display; your teams are 8.nd 

your records are on diDplay. You nee some P.E. teachers will tDke 

c:. lesson and leave the ones vrho are useless a.nd just work on the 

teams and things to get a good rccard and to hell with the ones who 

cEm't do it. I have alv;ays tried to avoid this. I tend to ignore 

the team members and spread them out so thc~t they help the other 

non-team members anrJ do 8.11 your club work in clubs not in school 

time. 

A lot of' te:1chers would s;;y_ the colleges .h§l.V$ got theil' ·oriorities 

in the IVTong order. Looking back on your trainigg where vwuld you 

tm'n the tables and say what the c alleges ought to be concentrating on now? 

I think T .P. is a false sit1Jation really. I think students neeo .. J. 

longer time in school. 1,)'hen you come down to our job, teaching is 

teaching, you can sit in e. classroom all da;y listening to somebody 
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three y;ecks in the first Jcerm should 1)e longer. 

Ilould you £'0 the whole hog Lilld sp,y ho.ve 2. sa.ndwicJ::.,_ c~:rup,s~_A_ _ _s._ ~{ear in 

college o_nd a yee:r.· out 8_nd a year D.fter? 

I think it would be a good idea. Because you don't know the 

children. That is half the battle, getting to know the children. 

I know they (the students) have to get lectures ••• But ••• How maH'J 

\'leeks do they (the students) get at the moment in schools e:t 

Battles Cross? 

They get about 13 weeks. 

I cwne out of college in July gnd had a studeEt in October 2nd she 

wc.s very good. Looking back on it I \vou.ld h8.ve given her <-:1.11 A bEt 

I only gave ber a B as I had no .standard to com.pc.:ce with. 11 he one 

I got the next year there was no comparison. Some of them are 

prepared to work. Some of them aren't; some of them nant you to 

help them s orne at' them don't. 

Is there any area that we h:we not to.lkec1 D.bout that you I,Y_ould 

like to discuss? 

The thing that I think is goins ,_,r_cong with P.E. is 'enjoyment. 1 I think 

P.E. teachers nor; o.l'e striving for Jlerfection which we 1 ll never set 

and to me, no'il this past yes:J.', I have felt C:tS long ::;_s the;y enjoy it, 

does it m2tter wbt.d:; they do or how they do it·? 

getting full enjoyment out of it perhaps tl11:1t 1 s OLU' aim, I think 

a lot of us have lost that. Teachers do this, do that, because it's 

on the curriculum, i-t 1 s on our syllabus ::wd we must get it done. 7ie 

hsve r_;_ syllabus here which ne are supposed to follow. But to me I 

would rather see them enjoy themselves i1l1d not do it ve:cy Hell. J)t 

lee.st you think they are getting something out of it 0 I remember 

coing out e.nd thinking we must get through this o.nd they must 1)e 

perfect at it. I was guilty of it ·when I first C8Jne out. They all 

had to have the foot wo:ck off completely in Netbo.ll. I used to Ho:cry 



:_;,nd think if someone carne out to '<'latch me c:tnd their foot worl: 

is D:trociov.s tl1e:y rrill tl2.irJc I am terTible o Btrt it doesn't 

the po.st :rexr that ho.s made me ••••• I used to be s. perfectionist ••• 

I am not now. When I fi:cst came here tvw ye~i.X'S ago, e:spccic~ly 

with the les.'3 cl.ble, I ';mrked like stirJc trying to get theil' foot 

work up to standard '-"ncl they must have 1)een bored doing footwork 

and footwork e.nd I nas bored • 

•• • • • • lost by the loud speaker system. 

Do you think the school is strong from an enjoyment point of view? 

Yes. •_rhey come down to P.E. quickly and they get changed quickly. 

This is a fall-· measure. Vlith gil-ls I t.ave 2-lways found that they 

go tbrough the stage where they lose inte1·est. They think ''Oh God 

we have c;o-t to e;o down there and get changed" and I don't think 

there is an:vthing you can do about it. It is <m~tzing. You get 

someone in rlth v:ho is absolutely terrible for about 6 months and 

tben they c orne out of it. I think they go through this stage and no 

matter what you do or however hard you try they ar·e not interested 

and I don't thinJc it is om~ fault, r,nc1 certainly not the facilities 

or P.E. I accept this now. '.:re try <:md keep them interested, but 

I don't look :;-,t it and think it is my fault any more. I think that 

stage takes a lot of getting to, ·where yon don't condemn yourself and 

feel cuilty. I don't thinl: boys get it so rm..tch, but I have noticGd 

tLis ye;;::t.· that H. of D. h~1.s h<:cd o. lot of trouble with tbe IVth year. 

He has lw,d a lot of trouble with his athletics team. I would say 

tl:K'.. t in this school we h<..·.ve got o.,n overall l'eL-csor.t<.t"ble standard. 'de 

try to include everything and whichever are our strengths the ste.ndard.B 

are quite h.igb, but c.,s long :::,s -,,-e keep an overall :cecsona1~lc: ste,.YlCk.<x·d 

I am quite happy. I don't have to win everything. ',ihen I ca.rr.e out of 

College I wanted to win everything. You tend to be like that because 

you think I have got to prove myself. 
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Row long do you think it takes to p:et round to that point. pf__ yJ£!11. 

Oh yes, we must ~in. 

You :feel that i:f you don't win anythirl{; people will think I am 

go ~:end they enjoy themselves. You do not get your personal 

this wa;y. I tl:ink a lot of it is your own personal l)restige. You 

think I w2.nt to be ~ good c oe,ch lmt now I am not so bothered. if my 

netball te8.ms don't win or attendance isn't good. Mind you ne still 

win things and I a.m delighted when it happens. Tiow I stand there 

quite cooly ac.YJ.d calmly and thir>.k so long as they enjoy it and that 

is all there is whereas bef'ore I would say you have to win ••• now I 

don't so long as you have enjoyed it. Yle have some good kids. They 

have just v:on tl:e tennis tourn.s,ment. I still get :)le2.stu~e f'rom 

theiJ." success. If they win you cU"e pleased, you can go into tbe 

head and say tt-r;re've won", bui; I don't like to be judged as o. P.E. 

teacher on hov; well the teams perform. I have worked really hc-:rd 

at the netball though it is not something extra S})ecial bu.t ·they nre 

still doing well. I think you should try and introduce them to 

o.Cl.lLl t organisations. I think you should try to introduce them before 

they leave school. ••• this is 'vhat I he.ve tried to do because they cu~e 

be.dminton players I have tried to introduce them to a club, the same 

as tennis players. Initinlly I put them on the Green Shield course. 

If they ore sure that they like it I say "'.'that about joining (named) 

tennis club?" I int:rocluce them to it. I hc.ve a. link with this man 

who c oe.che s juniors. He'll ring me up and say '~"Have you anybod,y who 

is interested and who would like to come for coaching?'' Then they 

grow up with the club and enjoy it. I'his is why I don't like 

athletics becnuse I arn not very good at it myself' and once they kwe 

left school there is very f'ew who keep it up. It is not ll social 
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Do you still pla.,y'? 

I used to play for (named club) at one time. Then I pv.ckcd in for 

two yeo.rs •••• for badminton., •. 1 plo_y tennis <:.::; well 8.nd netball. I 

vwnt back last year and ,ioinecl a different one because I have a lot 

of friends there. The standard is not so high. IVhen I Hent to plcy 

I was playing against two of the kids that I had taught and one was 

on the lst le.dies 1 
, in the A team and she ho.s come on tremendously 

and is a really good player now. I found it very :cewa.rd.ing, and I 

lost! There arc three :f'rom school who were in the tennis toucnament 

and had entered the ladies' singles although they were only juniors 

and they did quite well. This to me is r.1ore important than athletics 

where they h:otve three mt<.tcbes and that 1 s it and they forget it. 

It 1 s important to have given them the opportunity. I would like to 

thinlc that they had the opportunity to carry on. The good netball 

players I take them along to the County and then I try to keep them 

interested in the County. 

V/hy don't good. netball players •••• p;ood at school and keen at school 

carry 011; aftervm.r d.s? 

I think that in a lot of pla.ces they don't know v1here to go to play. 

There is 2. league in Eucklebrough. I was going to enter a school 

team, I was going to ring up o.ll the players that used to play for 

me and ask them if they wanted to go, but I never got round. to it 

I vras so busy, and I reg.cet it nov:. I should have done it years o.go •••• 

I mean I have played a.ge.inst teams of girls that I have taught •••• the 

ones who go to factories e. lot of' them have netball. teams ••••• Most 

of' the teams entered ecr·e f'rom factories or shops •• There is opportunity 

there. But you see if they are not going to somewhere lD<e this I 

thinlc they (the school) would find it hard beco.use there is not 

really a team that they can join unless they o.rc working in a factory 

or a shop •••• the only alternative f'or that is the Cov.nty ••• and the 

standu.rd is a bit high ••• too high. It's going to get harder in 

County - before all the P.E. teachers knew each other· >ie used to 



athletics meeting I only knovr hald of the sta:ff. I don't knmv 

them and they don 1 t know me ar._d yet before I knevr everyb od,y ~ 

!'.·lind you Ev.cklebrough v1ere a good education authority~ We did not 

know how well off we r;ere until we went into County. They have no 

thought for the teachers in that respect. If you nanted to Lnow 

anything about yoUJ." Pa.>'" - you just rang up the office or went in 

and - you "\'!ere attended to straight awey - l'!ov; you hc.ve to see 

about six officers - and you still don't get to see anyone - It 

11as like a family" 



How long have you l'een here? 

Two yeo.r s, This is my first ~-P~Join-: ment. You p:c o·bably 1rant to knon 

If you want to tell me, 

I suppose that it would be slightly unprofessional to talk about 

people in the department e 

It would be naive to imagine that there is no conflict between 

00ll~at-)tlt:::> lu a department of thi2 size. And my records will be 

totally anonymous. 

Well. •. my Head of Department. 

If it were not for A. would you be stssing in P.E. do you think? 

I<'or much longer than I am doing, Yes. And in County e.t the moment 

it is very difficult to get out. People are hanging on to their 

jobs •••• I can't get out. 

You are moving over to what? 

General Science lst and 2nd years. 

When you were at college did you stud,y both P.E. and Science? 

','Tell s.ctually when I was at College I could not get on to a Seconclary 

col.trse at all. They \':ere all full. 

·~'1-lich college was it? 

City College. 

So you took a e;ene1~al course. But you have alwg.zs had an interest in sports? 

I have 8lw~~ys had an interest in sport, Yes. All games, I am u.n c,ll 

rounder •••• no special interest really. 



So you have chanr;ed a lot in tno yce.rs? 

Yes, 

Tell me how vou have cha.n.ged 

I'm quite disillusioned 2-ctuully. Espec;"'.lly yfith Comprehensive 

Education s.s o. whole. Not just F.E. I've talked to A. about it 

actually. I've talked to a large number of the chaps about it ••• 

when there v;ere two sepan:tte schools a Secondary School and a 

Gramm2.X' School ever;_ything was fine. 'fhere was very few kids 

dodging out of .P .E. But nov; you. get a hell of a lot (psuse). 

But what can you do about it? The thing is that I v:as probably 

spoilt at school. I went to c, GrG.mmeJ' School and you had to have 

this, that a.nd the othel' - every1Jodjr took F'.E. I ";:oulrJn't say we 

enjoyed it but we took it • 

.. tl.re J'OU frorn I-Iuclr~ebroue;b.? 

Yes. I r:ent to Laithes. I got a good course there. The facilities 

here are poor. 

Have you had your spirit crushed? 

I am not the sort thd has my spirit crushed. I have a lot of 

resilience ••• of course I had the initial enthusiasm. I tried my 

absolute utmost to .set things working for me. 

Ylb.at clid you try? 

~~s far as getting kids to bring ge.::r is c once:cned? 1.Vell we have 

cear lc.i0. around. 0 •• r;c e;ive them gec..r' lend. then c;ec.r 0 It Is lost in 

the next week or two. It 1 s probably stashed a':la:J' at school. It happens 

week af'ter week after week. 

How do ne tell students about this? Is there any point in telling them? 



I thinl. there is, yes. How ym_,_ tell it is a different question, 

I-Iost stuclents have probably l;een throu,::b the sarne system as 1 

have. So tl:ey will have their C~"cr~ :;_,;ractically closed to it the 

same r':ay that J had nhen I fjT st ceJne in.to i-t. So you co_n tell 

them about it on teo..chins lJractice ••• ,On teachinc; praetice I co..n 

never Temembcr any l:iC.s miss inc; P .E •.••. But here some of the clc,;:ses 

-~ve get o • o •• 

Do you tbink tha.t P.E. should be compulsory? 

It should be f'or the first three yeDTs. Bu.t not throughout. l'fext 

ye<:n' the fifth year P .E. will 11P vnlnn1-.:'J"3T th::ll, 

You a.pprove of this rolicy? 

Yes. There is goine:: to ·be at ln>st six staff free at the.t time 

for the whole of one afternoon. All the P.E. f2.cilities will 1)e 

open - tbey ca.n do ·:rha.tever they like so lon[ as tllere is a 

member of sta.ff there to ensure that theTe is no damage. And there 

will 2,lso be a member of staf-f in tbe common room. I-t 1 s all 1.7ednesday 

o.fter noons o 

I hope so - I h<:wen 1 t got EiJ' timetable yet o 

So you are l1opinE_~9.Js.ee}2 a P .E. strand o-oen? 

8h yes. I o.rn keeping on lliY out of' school 2.ctivities of course o 

'.',1Jich I have a. hell of a lot rnor-e enthusiasm foro I Hill only 

he.ve the cree.m for my Ol.."tt of door 2.ctivi tj_,e::3. I think tl-.:3:1:. tt:i.!:' 

sl'lo'IJ.ld_ l"lapper1 t?itf'.i. t.he :fol...IT'th ~7et.•.rs C:s rrellca I 1,70lJ.lU ss.:;· tl1at 

there is only a quarter of tl1e fom·th year clon1 t talce PoE. ]'or 

various reasons o Obviously some of' them are permanently injured 

e:cnywayo But there is q_uite a few do anything •• o •• skive ••• do o.nything. 



There seems to be no point in oblip:ing them to participate·? 

You see there is no difficulty like this in the third years. 

It seems to happen bet'.'!een the thiro_ ana fourth year. 

Do you think that this is a probl.~m of the ne~ghbourhg.££.1_ 

Yes •••• ."l'here are three different sets of people \Vho c orne to this 

school. ·rhere' s the Gramm?.r school people, which is ch·awn from quite 

a big area ••• f'rom Easingley from all over the place, they are 

tremendous. Yon get lO(f~ l)articipation. You get the Drake's l?ield 

kids, which are the Breakwater kids. They are the dregs. And you 

get about 45-50C(' co-opel~ation. Then you have your first and second 

year up here, Sec. Mod. kids which are the first real Comprehensive 

.system kids. They are not so l)ad •••• sort of in betr1een the two. It's 

very dif'ficuJ.t. You can go up to the Brea}~17ater and teach two groups 

of Grammar School kids and the next Jesson you have the Drake's field 

kids ••••• You have to change completely. It: s CU'eaclf'ul. 

Can you teJ.J. me of how it shocked vou? 

Hands in pockets, chewing gum, "Haven't got any gear"., •• "what are 

you going to do about it?" Then you get s orne ••• "r.le dad's out of work" 

"Well I '11 give you some ••• 11 I say. G-ive them it and next week, "Oh 

I've lost it" •.• This happened the very first v1eek I was here tv:o 

years ago, And if that's not deflatine;, I don't knon what is o As much 

as you try to heJ.p them they reject it •. , • :rhe trouble ie with the 

Drake's Field kids •••• when they were elevenyeaJ."s old and they went 

to the secondary school, their idea of P.E. was getting a football 

s.nd just changing their shoes and going into the yard •• o •• to kick a 

ball • So of course when I came, trying to impress myself upon them o •• 

"Can we pla;y football sir?" "no, it 1 s time for e;ymnastics" 

"Jumping over boxes and things"? Yon try ym.U' hardest to give them 

your best prepared J.essons "Orrr ••• a lot of rubbish ••• 11 It kilJ.s it 

absolutely stone dead. I tried this summer to give them a choice in 
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the sports hall e;ot the cricket nets out, S''me to play volleyball 

others to play paddcr tennis and badminton to one other side of 

i1E:ts dov1r1 en.d lJ.a:v-e [..~ gc.me of football" .. D. Cl1oice does Ilot -rll)I'k 

with them ••••• It does work with other groups. 

Do vou think that it needs sPecial traininR to cl.eal with these 

kinds of ·or oble ms? 

As fEU' o.s trainirl£ teachers is concerned there is not enough 

practical 3-t all. Actually going out into a real cross section 

of schools and seeing them in action. You get, let 1 .s see, thirteen 

weeks teaching practice in three yec>.rs •••• It's not enough. Not 

necessarily teaching ••.• just goine; e.nd looldng at the speeial 

:E1roblems that various schools have. I mean I could write a book 

on this place. 

T thirLk that teachers in such circnmstances need. " specie.l ki!l§; 

of devotion •••• otherwise it destroys them. I'm not sure that 

colleges of education are equipped to de2.l with this at the moment. 

There is only one solution to the prob.iems in tllls place and the,t 

is everyone on one site. 

But you are prepared to stay here? 

Yes but l shall be teaching f'irst and second years on tl1is site. 

So I shall get to know the k-ids. I shdl not be flyinc around 

from one site to another. 

There must have been moments of enjoyment and sc.tisfantion -

':{here he.ve these been? 

J dontt think that it hE\;::>pens like that. It ie a g:r·e.dual process. 

I can see some of' my work coming tr,rough now. Itm very interested in 
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gymnastics. And I've run c. gymnastics club for tvro yew.'s. 

One of mJ' ... 1~ic1s v;as t orJ i11 the toYJ r1 t:his :;rear· o .I\.nc1 I think I 

had some thine; to do vii th it. ;',nd oDE~ or tr:m kids thd 

I don't think that its my job to make good kids brilliant. Rather 

to make c,ll the kids 2. r e.'asonable level • 

.Are the opnortunities for continuation of' sports interests good in 

Hucklebrough in your opinion? 

Very much so, yes. It 1 s one of the hottest towns in the north for 

football, cricket, rugbJ ••••• all schools have got sports halls, 

all schools <:'.lso have evening institutes. 

So vau think thB.t it would be easv for anv bovs to leave here and 

find a club where he can do whatever he wants to do? 

No p:c!!'blems at all. 

Do you have a general impres?ion of the number of pupils who will 

lJe continuing an interest this year? How many rtill continue ni th 

any spo-.ct? 

I would say quite a few of the boys .•••• very very few of the girls 

if any. 

Does it matter tC2_Lou as a P,E. teacher, wha.t they do after school? 

','/ell surely its our job to get them interested in sometbing. I don't 

care if he is not doing very well.. ;but the r~~ct is that he is taking 

pert •.. ana enjoyint; themselves. 

Tell me about some of the anags which you mentioned earlier • 

.. ,ell tbe fact tha,t we G.re sprea.d out for <:1. st~'rt. Ylhich means that 

the equi11ment h8.d to CE' .spl'ead out. So thEtt you c;et some parts of the 

site where there is no equipment. Cut at the :"rceJ.;:v!eter th~:ce is very 
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little equipmF.Ont at all. 'l'here' s nothinz u~1 there •.. no jumpinc; ~its. 

"n1ut there is tl1ere is smashed so you c::m' t get nets up. All the 

side netting is smashed dorm, ;yau can't practice a backhand drive 

into the nets. CominE; back to lJ_, atain, He hoards the ec_tuipment o 

he had 2 dozen hockey sticks delivered but only one dozen have 

even rrben ne need them, There must be at lea.st 30 footbulls over 

at another site that must. be 10, 12, J4 yei.U"s old. 

You sound anq:y. 

I am. There he.s been many c. clc;.sh "betvreen him 211d members of 

staff dw run sports teams. Tatty shirts and s. couple of shoddy 

balls •• o\'.'ell it does;1 1 t m;::J.::c: for 2. very nice atmosphere. 

'.','hat ' s the sol uti on to it? 

I can't see 2. solution, o ••• A. is so stubborn and set in his \'mys •••• 

I think he is still ?.t the Grammar School (in s:pirit) 1 doing nhat he 

nst::d to do. And it doesn't vrork here. Jnd he wonders why his team is 

cracking up. Criticism oT lJrotest is like \·mter off a ducks b2.ck. 

He's so thick skinned. 

If' you riere Eead of DeD8rtment nh2.t changes wo.uld vou make? 

:::~t the sts-,_ff tear;J together. Get the te:tfli to under2t::md you:r pr oblcms. 

i1.. doesn't do that. The stc.ff meetings that r!e have usually e-nd in a 

set to between Peter and L. (long pause). P. used to be Hee.d of 

Depe.rtment of tbe 3econclb.r·~T School E:Dd -LllCJT 1}oth have tLei.r oifferent 

ide.:.s and diffe:cent Yi:J.~'S. It is a very u.rJhappy climate. 

Lc theTc <:l1)rthinr: that is p:o:h~ you·? 

It is very difficult to find something. 'J'he thing that does 

co foT us is the fc,:.- sood kiCl::: tbat there are in school, who 

ere willin::: to do cmyl:hi11g for you. 'rhcre is nothin-e th2.t is 

r-e;e,.lly going nell. ~·:..fter n day in this place: e..nd I might have 

to go dovm to Doved:::.lc or r.omenhere for o. soccer mc.tch ~ter school, 
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c;>.,30., .thinl<.:, just can't toJ<.:e it :.:.ny mo:re. I~ut the tLinf': is 

the,t I go .::iwp}.:,· 1:ccs.u.se •••.. ;:cll I've :;ot t\1<.; better kids. 

Anrl I tset C·il. vii th them vcr·y well. And I feel lJetter dte:c cloing 

it .... (loJ:'lE pe.use) ..... I'm just }Jle:;csed to lx: cetting out. 

I noulo like to keep in toucb YJith ,'.'OU to see if ym.JT move to 

the Science DelJo.rtment does work out, 

There is very little else :r can do. :'t 1 ,s s1~::-.cked ;o;_,:::Hinst me, 

There o.re two main pr oblemE. ·which I csn' t cbs.nge •.•• The size rJf 

Schocl c .. :.:d '' ·r ,_ ·,-_ 

Depe<rtment :,nd 2. distribution of all tl1e equipment that is stashec1 

e,round it might be very different •. H le:::.st tolerable. ~:re could 

have some very grJod spor·ts teams here. But my enthusiasm ho.s just 

(SOne umm the drain •••• I am e.wa.re tl<:::tt it is ~s.rtly my fault. 

But next yew.' it will pick up in science •••. I knon that. There is 

so much more going for it. One thing ••• the othel" comprehensives 

in the town. DoveclD.le is a'oout the biggest and it alv:eys does well 

simply because of the nwnbers. I've seen practices going on in 

there e.nd there's 1xen hundreds of kids c.:.t ee:.ch practioe. Doll.' t 

know why, becau.se that is on <:. split sight as well. ••• not as bad 

as this one. There is only one purpose built comprehensive school 

and ths,t' s El termere. That is in a f:U· st clas::: residential area. ••• 

Always does r1ell. I tb.ink there is only Garg;rave school thc..t isn't 

sl1lit site. I think this could, if things stay the same way practic2.lly 

destroy the out of school activities y;hen kid:: hav~ finished. I thinJ: 

that it could destroy it. Obviously you vr:i.ll still get your kids 

going tbroue.;h who s.re really interested. But I think there could l)e 

a hell of a lot more goinc; into the clubs on leaving. 

End of Recording 

:'To Follow-u.p Comments. 
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Com,Prehensive struchJ.re affected you personally? 

Yes. It's killed my enthusb.sm. · . .'hen I first came. They did not 

have "'~ P.E. teac'ner for 2. tern. I think. And she left at the Easter ••.•. 

;:.nd they he.d two ~xtrt timers. So when I car.1e I stExted from 

scrc:;.tch virt.uo.lly, Keen you know, doint; everything. And then taught 

for three yem's, ••• I v.•as qni te enjoying it then ••• runnins the net"b8.ll 

and hockey. It has alrmys been E~ hard school. The present fi:cst and 

second years c.re lifting the school. But th'OO fifth yec;.rs came in my 

first yec_U' here "'·n<'l they have been problems ric;ht tbrough. 'I'hey vtere 

P rnugh bun.ch. Cocky you know •.. and they caught me a bit. inexperienced 

as well. But the present fourth and third year ctren't too l)ad. First 

e.na_ second year better. You see the better ones, the old Grammar 

School ones aJ.'e at the other end(other site) ana the two classes 

(social/achievement) never meet. If you had the two fifth year 

tToups miring c. bit you might have lifted the standard a bit. But 

they ere two separate schools still • 

. Are they mizins,; at the lower end? 

Yes. The first :;,.nd second year ore all here now. They 3XC now in 

mixed ability groups. i":-e~d year r;hen we b2.nd them we may get a 

bottom band. But at least we have them established in bringing 

kit and discipline and this type of thing. ',7hereas the fifth year 

secondDry moctern Lave to stay on until they a:ce 16. They are just 

not interested at all really. 

';'i11at pe.rticul2r thinp; has dulled your enthusiasm? 

Partly because there's so man;y kids ••• tea!iis and practices you've 

had to duplicate if you wanted a hockey practice yon had ha.lf your 

kids from this end, half froLl the other end (the Breakuater). You 

either had to bus tt--.em or to.ke them down by car or have after-school 

practices .... well some of them o.re colliery kids 'cos they come from 

::Sasingley. So they go home 4 o'clock prompt. First match I had to 

introduce the team practica1ly ••• you know, nshe's yom" rigbt half" •• 
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.. ~ I sc;~r the jlJ.n.io.:.~ .school is not too 

d:ii'ficult. At least they plcty ·i·.ot:.:;ether. And. they all know each 

othero Butooi dcn't i~~10V1ooothe Senior sCl-lOOlooitts just t.r.)o 

completely dH':ferent schools. 

What c:.reas h:::.vc you lost enthusias!n :for? 

''.'ell I stopped d.oin~ the netbe~l, 1\.:;thleen toCJk tho.-f: over. So I 

v;:;;,s l.c:ft vd.th the hockey and the gymnastics. There viaS ju.st too 

::1any. Dec.d keen yol'. knovr. I u.sed to zet 5C oo.d coming. And I 

either· hao. to clc two luncl' -time practices ~~nd s.nother one after 

ability - ·t·.bey s.ll tll ink tb e;y are Olg:: Kor1,et ::end they c omc dead 

keen. It wc.s e;ood but I thought r1ell you ctre really going to have 

to specL·J.isc here. _·lnd then you. come up 2.:_;ainst the pro1Jlems of 

nbether you nre qualified -to t·cc:.cb fm:'lllo.l gym112.stics. :Scc;:;.use some 

of tLem v1ere gettinc; to i;hc t>te..ge of' flick flacks gncJ. that type of 

thing - vrell ni th doing modern cducat:i.on .. i.l c1arJCe o..t c •)llcge, ym .. c 

~u"e putting your· he.J.d on a block rather ( tuking safety risks). 

Could you h·'.ve r;ot '-i'--~~~lif'icd in Eucklebrough ( f'c:r· .g;ymn.:.stic.s)? 

i'·ro. We once had 2. course tc· Beeston this winter, that 1·'!as tci..:en by 

Sue Redhead. It vias just for Club Coaches Aw:;.rd.s though. It r:e.sn' t 

<;;: .. very high award. It r:as not tl:at fa:c advanced, it was just basic 

floor wo:r·k. 

So you have to select the l:>Uplls wLo can .join the clu.b? 

f.\110. @;Ct i"L Cion•:; ·• .. ith. :Sut you ho;Ve to be .. Ve two pr.:~ .. cticeS Or meetin_sS • o o 

Th~: .. t 1 s the mail·: pr·.;bleE1 the r-pli t yca:r' on different sites. I suppose 

it '.1i1l get het-'cer ::..s the yeo.:n.: co throue;ll the schooL, 
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Is 

·The money I snrpo;;e •. Peoe.use ny hnsb~cncl i2 still :::. student. I 

don't dread comins in o-..c e:.nythins •••• It's just th;_:,t they clon' t 

want to do anything. 

Do vou think it will )Je a ::-:oou ide&.. to malce P.E. in the 5th ye2X 

voluntary? 

I will tell yon next year. It ho.;.:n' t ;.vorkec.l this yea:c •::hen it 

has been compulsm'Y• It should be bette:r·. I'm for the experiment 

to see how it goes. The thing is th::1t they have 2. ;vhole o.f'tel'noon 

on P.E. which mit;ht be too long for them. 

Have you campaigned for it? 

I hu.ve not had much say in it actue.lly. 

Do you resent that? 

'.'Tell Alan, he docs all the administ:r't:0ive work ••••. 

-~·~nd you're not col1Su.lteC:.? 

'?e-ll very little. I feel th':'.t tl>c :::;:i_;•l:.: :.::..:r·'." d::mc:: to 1x: .. dly. T}iey tend 

to be seconc. c12 . .SS citizens. We ho.ve to co m:i_les o.nay for the hockey 



rre he.ven't ~-,n outdoor court at ~-11. '.7e've been trying ·tu set one 

there since September. It 1,'-;'t;::l~S Yl f t 

'}e have seen -~1(\D ~cbout it. We've gone behind bis bacl: to the 

headm~ctcr ... P.E. i+ stjll h~sn't orrived yet. T'he Youth 

'l'tttor h2.s evenreqy.e.sted it. 3u.t it h::tt;n't come yet, 

Do you do any teachinr; in the Youtb Club? 

Is it R th:civinF Youth Centre'? 

Oh it has improved. It's picking up novr .... quite e;ood. 

Have you chanr,ed in you:c belief's since lea.vinr'· cclle;;;;e? 

ou.t into 2. school., •• org<.1niE-ationv:ise. It was a bit difficult at 

first in :1 ;o;mall d•:'J;le.rtment •••• feeline; your rvay snd asking Peter, 

you knnv:. Should I do thi::.; or wilJ. this ".'iork ••• ? 'i'nen '::e startect 

\'!C h.s-,(L 2. ten cl.D-;y timetable and cl8.sses had tlrree Cl.oubles in that 

ten de"ys ~ v:hich nasn' t satisfactory. Because if they forgot tlv:il' 

kit tJ--1ey would say, "Oh it vn::.s Yreek one ... or tno'~ .. it. .::...__s tr::n·ibL::. 

I first sterted off doing Hockey~ 1'iet1x-..ll, ~~-ymnasticE.' anc1 ths"t 

•.vc::.s m·ong. I should. have blocked it. I ~;hould h3.ve done tlu·ee 

y;eeks or :?. month on one activity. I fell into tl:Lc.t one stre.ight 

a1yay, which I should have known about. I sllould h:;.vc ~Jnrsued one 

thine; and got a 1.'etlrrn on it. I nas trying to do too much. I realise 

non that that didn't nork. 

E.o-i'i man;y of the leavers will be :i.nv_?lv.c-d i.fl any form of_I._ecreai:.i££ 

or snorts club .... on the tj.rJ.s sicte? 

Possi1Jly not mo.ny. Perh2.ps the Youth Clu1), .. 5 "'· sir}e football perhaps .... 



For Girls? 

T<' r::::;r:: _: o_.J _.) _.) 

1;'f.nen do they have a P .E. choice? 

In t.lle fourth ye~,r. 'liell in the thhou yec:r· I do a little ·bit of 

trampoline and bad.J;,inton fo:c si:;: vtecks wi tb them followinc:: the 

first c-~nd second year st<J.nil.2 .. rc1 g:','lT!:ru:;_stics, swinuninc, e:;ames, 

you k.:wu, the usua..l ••••• 

Ana Dance? 

Wendy has done some of the first year dsnce but that is all we've 

done so far. And then in the fourth ;ye8.r, nhen we hcwe haO. the full 

year group, and option course v;hen they have o. choice of Hockey, 

Netball still; they can have six vreeks of swimming t1·1ere' s 

over here. Tennis, athletics ..... It's quite <?. gooa. choice. I 

think the degree of choice is about right. You insist that over 

the fourth yce..r G.t some time they do games •••. one game ••• ,They 

ce,n' t stick in the~ Sports Hall all the time •.. make t}·Jen1 change 

round •••• otherwise they would all be quite happy to stay in the 

pool or happy to ple .. y table tennis and such. 

Ho-vr do you feel about this baby minding function? 

~Vell some of' the four·th year I shall be quite happy if they are 

doing something and keer)ing thelilselve.s amused, because these are 

the ones who nilJ. quite likely drop out ••• if they had to do hockey 

or netball all the time ••• They don't re:gard ta 'ole tennis and be.dmint on 

;::.s being very physice .. l. o o they are quite enjoying it and ~;etting on 

with it. I think th:,t' s 0 .K. But it's ·tl1 ose dw have eJ.l the choice 

who won't do anything that I can't understand. I know lww they feel 

but Vihat else could you offel" them •••• It's c_ problem. It's the 

present fifth yee.r that have been really had. The present fourth 
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What is the root cause of' the j_)J:' oblem? 

Partly their homes. 'i/e get a lot who ·Dring no~c.cs, either rrrHten 

by thessel ves or tl1eir parents, excnsin.r:; them ••• time ufter time. 

'."le know it 1 s just D.ll exc 'lse it is not e. cenuL.1e r e<:.son. 

Do ,you have enough apDal'atus? 

:·ro. T;lel'e j_s very little clown at the DrceJa-,e.ter Site. There's a 

T"'1 j D' 11~.7 -p; r-:.1 r"!. !_, +. '11"'P t:.;P.Ylt. T \TP->n·p 1"'~ -, ,-:_, C· <...:r->~ 
- --u··v - ---·--2 --- .,;- ------- -- v '---- ...., ____ - ...... .._ 

O.O~·m thel'e ••• two of those n,re [Y'8.ffii11G..Y' school cle".3;5es ••• they 2TC 

des.d kee~1. There is no .hi~;l1 jump apr•ar£ttus, thel'e is one srne"ll 

amnastics J2.ndinc r;·.at ... th.-:.1.t 1 :3 not enough. Fo lont; jmnp pits, 

which rrc haven't t;ot on a.ny o:f' thE sites. '.'It cc:n O.o throninr.:; events, 

which 2.re not advised by the P .E. Orgo_niser •••• so you are sticking 

yovr- ne:c}·: out e. bit if yon do javelin. If '.ve tesch je.velin we 

have to stay with that gyoup •••• which is fail' enou:::;h ••• you r1ust be 

close to them s.n;,ryre.y. Then '.':e car~.e to the point. that "should 

probation<.:;..ry tee,chers be allowed to te;3,ch high jumptt? It was 

becomins that there ~ms nothing left a:,J2.Tt J"':-com rurming. There 

isn't a netbe~l court down there 8t all. :•\Tot. at s~ll. Eltermere hs"d 

a good tradition of hockey. There is a tennis court which are public ••• 

the town's •••• we have the use of. So the facilitiec c..re very poor. 

There lS a st1all gym D.nd 2. sports ho~l which isn't too baa because 

there are only ever tvro ste.ff dO'.'Jl1 ther·e. So that if it i.s '.'.·et you 

can get inside. .And L::.st yeEtX we were comL1g up here to do hockey 

0)1d netl)all v:hich cut yom' lesson by half. 

Do you ever talk to the Head?. Do yotl hs.ve e.ny ideE\ of ·,-rl1<..:.t he thinks 

about P.E? 

Er o o. om •• , .'.'fell he gives i~c his suppor-!~. t-Ie likes to see things 

ha_ pe11ing. Bllt. o o •• o 

'.Vhat sort of things? 
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Teams, He does support us quite r:ell. Ee e;oes to see teams 

Has he eve1· .invited. y_ou in and asked to t_§lk P.]2J. 

Oh no. (chuckle) I don't think that he has the time. '.Vcll I've kr<,)\'ill 

he were a new her::.dmas ter. 

Do you ,}hinlc that he should find time? 

:1. think that he is goint; to try o.nd clo this. It has been suge;ested 

that he has 15 minu.tes r;ith cs.cb r:,ember of' sto.ff next ye2.r ••• with 

a sherry hand, he 1 s e;oing to be ::>lonJ cy by the encl of Ute day o 

But cl.oes he knov; thE,.t the p:irl;:: ~ere ;7ettin;:· o. re.y; deal? 

court. We've c onplained to him J. fe1: times. 

I vrould be nc:.rticulo.rly p.;ru.teful if nhen I came back at intervals 

next vear, you ·:;ou1Cl_ IIi" ke ;:, note of the thinp;s r!hich u.rc Drcventi 11,!2; 

you from e;etting on with the job _ihat you want to do o Th:::t make life 

d.i.ff ic ul t • 

Well tLe team will be cl~aaging c~cain.,. tl1is ~rec:::c h::~s see:med cc lot 

lJt::tter because there llc:.s been tr:ree of us on ~hE e;ir1:3 side. :'fe 

hc:.ve knoim es.ch othe:c- ;;.nrl cot 2.lone; l:Jettc1'. Sec onc1 yee.r o:f 

Com1.J:cehensive. 

You o;re roin:: to be.' the onlv one left ar~ai:n in St::l)terabe1' so ·!;h:J.t vou 

f:}'e goin~<: to h0.ve to mcJce n:::w relationshins v1ith two nomen colleo.•rnes. 

Because the;;r arc probationers they get perhalJS the first and second 

:yee.rs. And you just hOIJe that they rrill just stancp on them, :o.nd get 



I know 

:: let Y"\r·. 1'"'\"f....,l r 
.1:' .... J ... j _;_-' ..;......., ••• 

11To foll ow-uo comnents. 



In what ways have you changed? 

Well that (her dissertation favouring compulsory P.E.) was 

really for the fifth years •••• that it must be compulsory. 

But I know its not long, two years. But just seeing them •••• 

they are just not interested whatsoever. And I would say 

that this is a fairly good cross section of kids that we 

have had. 

You have spent a yea:r at Markton and a ;yea:r here? 

Yes. Of course the comprehensive reorganisation has coincided 

with the rosla legislation ••• most of the fourth year would have 

left. 

At Ma.rkton were they compelled to do P.E? 

Yes. They all had it on their timetable. 

It's on the timetable but in practice they skive and bring notes ••• ? 

Yes •••• Now I don't know whether this is because from an early 

age they get a lot of choice I think these days. And when they 

get to the fifth yea:r they get so much choice, e.nd the choices 

is there again and instead of trying to stick to the hockey, 

netba+l in the fifth year it's things like badminton, trampoline, 

table tennis all the things that they wouldn't do in the early 

years. And they throw it all back at us. "We've tried everything" o 

And this year it just happened to work out on the timetable that 

I ended up with all the fifth years single PoE o classes ••• and I 

was demented at Easter time. I had tried it all. Ho matter what 

I tried they just threw it all back at me ••• from September to 

Easter ••• they weren't interested. So in the end all I could do 

with them was each lesson we sat and wrote. And they would rather 

do ••• what they liked to do was not P .E. What they liked was sums. 

And this is what they thought was great. And if I went in with sums 
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each week •• othis is what they called them 'sums' ••• not 'maths', 

then that's what we did. Fif'th year girls ••• didn't want P.E. 

at all. No ;7zy. They were offered everything o Everything. 

Were these very particu~~-J[~fth forffi kids? Needing special provision? 

They were really non-exam. This is the ve-st difference you see. 

At P.E. they are all non exams 5R, 5S •••• rubbish really. Now at 

the other end, when I go down there (the Breakwater) I take 5 

alpha A. 

Explain this split site. 

Well this site ••••• its s uppose<1 to be comprehensive but this 

is the Secondary Modern. Breakwater is the Grammar still. So 

that's the Grammar encl down there. Once they have moved out 

down there then it will be comprehensive. But at the moment it 

is definHely two schools still. I'!ov: :ret'! Bee ... vhen I go dor;n 

there and take 5 alpha A. Beautiful ••• the girls ••• I go into 

the class ••• all fifth year girls ••• They are in shorts and T-shirts. 

They are grammar school girls. We do games •• we do everything. 

We've done hockey, introduced basketball. 

So you live two lives then? 

Absolutely. But I have to come up here and take these o And I 

walk into this lot and they say 11 0h we are not doing anything 

today o ••. can we have sums or ••• " That 1 s the contrast between 

them. Most when they are in the fifth year, say that they don't 

teach them ••• they just keep them occupied •• they just keep them 

busy for the lesson. 

Did you feel bad about this? 

It worried me to start with. I thought that I was incapable. 

You see ••• that I couldn't manage them. But when I spoke to the 
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others (teachers) It is surprising the number of' people who 

woulctn' t even he.ve them. Because they were frightened of 

taking them for a lesson. 'Cos they were so wild •• vlOuldn't 

have them. 

Looking back on it n<2!£,~. you will agree that you onl:'{ teach 

by the permission of the children ••• I don't want to put wards 

into your mouth •••• you only teach by the contract. You are the 

one who will sa;y "at least I will face them" •••• and take them on. 

How did you resolve the problem when they said "We want sums". 

And you gave them sums. 

This visit. I thought, perhaps 1 haven't had enough experience 

for dealing with it. Perhaps I shouldn't have had them as fifth 

years. I went through all of this ••• perhaps Pam should have 

had them as Head of Department. She's done longer. So I tried 

everything. I tried different approaches ••• Going in and being 

very nice to them and sa.ying, "Right what would you like to do 

this lesson'?" And talking to them ••• But even then they didn't 

seem matl~e enough to talk to me back like that. They couldn't 

accept that I was being nice to them. And they fought shy of 

this. 

Ylould you call them hostile? 

Yes. Definitely. So another week I would go in and think "right, 

damn them all. They are going to do what I want them to do and 

that was it." 

They would not take that either? 

And I was going to go in and say "I could get them into the gym ••• 

You will sit there for a single lesson and get your shoes off •• o" 
you see they are all in trousers as well, which is another big 

draw back up here at this end. Now the other end most of them are 

in skirts. This end, trousers. Now I can't make them take their 
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trousers off. Whereas if they were in a skirt ••• I could take 

their shoes off. 

How is your time distriuuted on the sites? 

Four days up here (Sec .Mod) and one day down there (G.S. site). 

VIe all do one d_ay down there. 

What is done down there is much more eff'ective awway? 

Yes much more. 

So this site is a problem site? 

Definitely. You see on a Thursday, I travel up on a Thursday, 

my one day down there. I still have to c orne up here for a double 

lesson. And I have two fourth year classes down there ••• and I 

eome np to fourth years here • .And the contrast ••• having to change 

so quickly. Because I take 4B and 4 Alpha A which again are the 

grammar school girls ••• all in uniform ••• all with kit ••• and I 

leave them and come up to fourth years here which are secondary 

kids. 

Where does this rot start? 

They said in their f'ourth year that they were goirJg to be a bad 

f'ifth year. So I think that it must have been in the f'ourth year 

they started feeling their feet. And people don't put them down 

quick enough ••••• I know you can't really stop them but they 

should be disciplined. So that in the fifth year they are prepared 

to be taught. But they are not. They want to leave and that's 

it. 

Hov; about the present fourth years? 

Now I think the present fourth years ••• because I have taken them 

all, will be 0 .K. next year. I think that they will be f'ine. 



F.54/5 

Now is that because they know you better? 

I think so yes •••• And yet when I said this when we were talking 

in the staf'f room among the fo·urth yem· heads ••. 'X' and 1 Y1 and I 

said "Oh well for P .E. next year, there won't be half the problem0,,," 

and they were surprised. And they said "Oh there will be with these 

fourth years". And I said, "Never" ••• You see I have no problems. 

They have all done P.E. o ••• No problems at all. I don't think there 

will be aQY problems ••• Some of these fottrth year girls ••• you see 

there is a group of them, about six who are nasty. o o that age they 

are going to start •• Now they started not bringing kit. So I caned 

thew. So U1ey brought it after that. lf you did that in the fifth 

year they would do it • 

The kids in this part of the school are from this neighbourhood 

are they? 

Their backgrounds - no wonder they are like that. Yes. Sometimes 

we pla,y hell with them for having no lei t. • • the number of kids ••• 

there's one whose father has just committed suicide •• so mother 

went off with another man ••• she'd got two living with her at the 

time. o .They are all the same. It's their background. No wonder 

the kids don't respond. 

The school problem is the home ;problem? Its not incompetence on 

your own part. You no longer feel guilty about it ••••• It must 

have made you anxious awhile? 

It made me think a lot. I used to taJ.k to my husband about it. 

How do I tell students about it? And make it convincing? 

Ho\1 can I tell tham the Shirley A. story? .And would they believe me? 

No they wou~dn' t. 

I'm wasting my time~ 

(chuckle) But I really didoooi thought is it me? Or eren't I capable? 
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But did you ever feel that you were not capable? Because you 

knew that you were good. You just knew, didn't you? 

Oh yes. I thought, perhaps I' rn not re[1lly ar~y good. 'rhere was one 

stage when I was really getting worried about it •.• And my husband 

said "'1/ould you rather come out of te~tching?" •••• "rather than 

battle?" And I thought "No" and yet there must be an easier wzy 

of making a. living than having to face 2. class every day that is 

just rebelious. 

Do you think that you can be too conscientious? 

Perhaps •• yes. Because when I realised about Easter time that 

people were taking the easy wa;y out say !IQh you just do what 

you want" you know. This is v.here it all stems from. Instead 

of trying to do something ·ui th them. 

\'le are selling the wrong stuff at college aren't we? 

I think so. 

~That should we sell? 

All the rotten stuff. How to deal with all the lousey classes. 

I always remember in college you know, when we had that 

demonstration from ~1iss 'N ••••• The Girls High School class, 

coming up for Gym. We all thought it was so good. All those 

little kids ••• immaculate with their school uni.form ••• not a squeal-::. 

If she s~:dd forward roll, 11 get over your mat in ten different ways". 

They went over. You go into these classes here and say "four ways 

of getting over your mat" Eh? And they stand and look at you. 

Have you met many of the parents? 

No. We never see them. 
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Sup:e_ose you \'iere staying here and trying to grapple with 

these problems •• or would yotl take the easy way out? 

This is difficult. I think having had them in the fourth year 

I would go in .sa;ying that nobod,y is going to get av:c..y v;itt not 

doing it. Because I have taken them for a year. 

Would you think that it would be worthwhile malcing them do it? 

Froba1cly not. And yet if' they are timetabled I think you have 

to follow it. But they probably wouldn't get anything out 

of it anywas. 

Tell me what you have tried si1~e September. 

'l'hey don't have to go outdoors at all. Vfuich is the main thing 

in the fifth yec:x ••• they don't like to have to go out because 

it is cold. So they could do football ••• It's not a.llowed 'uut ••• 

fifth years ••• They would have a go. Yes it sparked an interest. 

"Well we can go on and play like this? In our boots and trousers?" 

"No, you bring a skirt or you bring something just to change 

into and we will go in. 11 "l'Jo chance". They are not bringing 

anything to change into. So that went. But that sparked an 

interest •• because they play it on the streets apparently. I'll 

show you basketball. •• you know a good gB.ffie. No. Badminton, Table 

tennis, trampolining? All these were rejected. They would have done 

football if they could have gone in in boots and trousers. 

Did you try that? 

Noyoucouldn't. No that's not allowed. Not inan:ywey. 'NellA. 

wouldn't have it not on the floors or anything. But we have a 

pile of shorts here~ spare shorts ••• which I said 11 ! 1 11 provide 

the shorts ••• next week all you've got to do is to take your shoes 

off and we will go in" •••• "No 11
• 

11Changing is out". So I said 

to them, "Well I've tried - when you are prepared to change you 

can tell me. Until then we will work. 11 And you see I thought 
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that work was going to be a penalty. And when I went in and 

said, "right, we will do some maths toda,y ••• vre are going to 

do some multiplication." "Multiplication?" So I had to call 

it 'times'. So we had to talk in 1 times' and 'addy ups' ••• 

G-ave them all these 'times 1 and •••• "can we do thEtt next week?" 

·what have I done? (chuckle). I didn't know what I had done 

then. So we've done maths ••• just to keep them happy. You see 

they want to be treated as adults ••• the big thing •• you know. 

I know a couple who said to A. when I was playing hell with 

them, "She doesn't treat us old enough". Which I thought 

about. "She treats us like kids." I said to A. '~ tried" •• 

HI 1 ve spoken to them as adults but they don; t respond. 'l'hey 

can't take it as adults even though they insist that they 

want to be. Then af'ter Easter there was a lot of' them left 

at Easter that could and they knew that they were all going to 

go by about half term •••• they started doing things like 

games (Paper or Verbal) naming as many flowers 'M' a letter •• 

that was great. 

Vfuat effect has this had on the 'professional' you? 

I think that I have given in. And instead of' sticking to it 

to teach them as I am supposed to do, I was letting them get 

away with it ..• doing games (chuckle). I don't know whether 

I do right or not. It has certainly eased my life. Much easier 

a£ter Easter. It's not just me because A. doesn't do a~hing 

with his so I can't learn a~hing from him. You see he doesn't 

back you up. (I shouldn't talk about him). 

In reality working in teams is never easy, and can be very stressful. 

Team work can be very hard. 

He hasn 1 t any strength in our department. He is too easy. 

He's known in the town. Pam is smashing ••• we get on great, the 

three women •• We really do ••• but she (P. head of women) is too 

soft by far. And this is apparently known in the town. When the 
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Head of Women's Department came up (advertised - appointed) 

everybody was surprised and P. if somebody doesn't do something 

that they should h<we ••• it's really ba.d ••• she will sa,y tha.t 

"you shouldn't have done tha.t." 

Vlhat makes you come in every da,y? Where do you g_et_your 

profe~sional satisfaction? What makes _it worthwhile? 

A lot of people, I think, its with the lower forms •••• You see 

what I would really like to have done, I suppose, is take a first 

year through to fifth year ••• and seen how the fifth year would 

have been tl-.eno I '"\;o t2Jccn a lot of first y0aX'Z tb.i8 year. I have 

two lots for games who are smashing. I know exactly what we rlo 

and everything. I wonder what will they be like in the fifth 

year. I can't see anybody now being a problem. Obviously some 

must turn out nasty like these fifth years do. 

'When you compare yourself with your other wo_me:r1 _col:l_e_a,&_,ues 

who you get on well with ••• V·r'hen they have had them in the third and 

fourth forms are they still able to hold them in the fifth year or 

do they crumble? 

This is what hit me you see. Vr'hen I first came here. And having 

all these problems with these fifth year classes, I said to P. 

"Well would you take them for one week just to see if you take 

them". "No" •••• wouldn't have them ••• wouldn't go near them. You 

know P. didn't want them ••. nobod,y wanted them. Don't like them. 

Wouldn't voluntary participation be the answer? 

They are going to be voluntary next year. The fourth year Head 

decided to have a scheme that fifth year should now be a P.E. 

option. He has said to them that there will be Horse Riding ••• 

So there is a whole load of them wanting to do it ••• You can 

imagine. But only six normally go at a time to ride. And I 

said to my fourth year girls last week, "How many will be 

choosing P.E. as an option next year?" Oh every hand goes up. 



F.54/10 

"We can do horse riding". Now I think they are going to be 

fooled into this because that will be a very short course. 

It will_ be interesting to see what happens. 

Now· there again I think that if there are some problem g:irls 

in the fourth year that they will take P .E. an easy option ••• 

Because if they bring a note they can sit for a double lesson 

and have a free double lesson. 1Jilhereas if they had chosen 

English or Maths they work for a double lesson. I think it 

is going to be easy far them. I think it should be just 

enjoyable ••• come in R.nd. pl::J.y. I heve htv'l somP. really e;ood 

times with the fourth years. They came in when it was raining 

one day. We had been outside and had to come in half way 

through •••• we went into the gym. I started playing basketball. 

They thought it was great, absolutely g,Teat. lfuen we have nice 

lessons like that I think, "Oh it's smashing". The fact that 

they say "Can we do it again next week 11
• It 1 s great. But you 

always get the few who will bring a note "We'll not do anything." 

When it is just a few you can tolerate that? 

It's when its the whole class ••• And in those classes, as well, 

there was ring leaders ••• very nasty ring leaders. And the 

others were frightened ••• even though they were fifth years. 

They were really inti~idated? 

I heard them one day •••• a right .. girls •• well two of the girls 

were nice girls they always came in skirts the type of girls 

who would always help you with arzy-thing. I heard them telling 

them one day that they must not come in skirts again ••• That 

they had to come in trousers or else ••• That's what goes on. 

Do you think tha,t the problemsof this school need special kind 

of solutions? If you were not pregnant would you come back in 

September? 
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Yes. Well because, as I sa,y I can't see the present fourth 

year being a problem. 'l'hey are a nice bunch of girls. But 

you never know. There v-,ras one girl who was a nice girl~ 

played on the Senior Netball team •.• she got herself rn·egnHnt.. 

In fact the last time I went to the hospital she was there 

with me ••••. but when I came l)ack I saw the other friends who 

obviously looked at me and Pat had said " ••• there was ~.!rs. Field." 

And I saw Christine and I sai13 to her when is Pat's baby due? 

"Oh •••• Oh ••• " they were quite surprised that somebody should 

speak about this ••• But ••• well I thought they are old enough. 

So Christine said "I will let you know when she has it ••• 11 

I do11't n1ind her, she i~ e:. nice girl. 

If you had known about the problems you have had to face in 

the last two years, would you still have chosen to teach P.E? 

I would never have started (much chuckling) run away •••••.• No 

(seriously) I don't think so. I intend coming back to teaching. 

S~ I don't come back for ten years. I think it vnll be easier 

coming back because I shall be older •• and look older •• and I 

think they will respect you more. Because sometimes when I am 

with these fifth year girls •• if' you could see some of our fifth 

and fourth years, they exe so old looking ••• and I teach in a little 

skirt and ankle socks and a 'T' shirt ••• I don't think I look very 

old sometimes when I am with them, 'cos they are all done up to 

death, fancy hair do's. 

Are they allowed make~up in the school? 

Yes, they've all got it on, and I think that 11 gosh they must think 

oh she' s not very old 11 
•• o although we e.re mostly distant they will 

talk to me sometimesoooqu.ite freely ••• even like another fr-i.end, 

so long as they remember itt s Mrs o Field. o. but when they talk 

to Miss Douglas, the Senior Mistress o o o "Ohhhh Miss Douglas she's 

all Ohh.hhh" (expression to convey high deg-.cee of respect/fear) ••• 

because of' the age. And I think that possibly coming back they 

would say "oh it's an older person" •••• it would be easier. It 



F.54./l2 

It 1 s a problem being so young. With lower first and second 

year they enjoy having somebody younger rather than older 

gymnastic teacher. But some of the fifth yea.rs ••• a couple 

of the fifth years, t.he g:i.rls who did the coffee, they were 

nice girls. They were talking just as they were leaving o •• 

"You are not very old Miss are you?" "You must only be about 

23'! •• they must think 11 she is terribly young 11
• 

In trving to find solutions to these problems did you discuss 

the matters with any senior ueople ••• o, 

Dad cau't believe (\, "nucl'1 c) 'l''h "'""'"" ' \.o .&. .._..... ..I..,&...I.V.._....., 

problems really. You see he 1 s grown up in a dif'ferent age. In a 

sense he is like me, you see. 

This is why I am desperately trying to get into the reality of 

your work so that I can help students ••• 

~Nell when I tell clad what has happened and what it 1 s like ••• 

Well he just doesn't like the sound of Comprehensives at all. 

But as he Se,YS in his school it is so small. o .one pupil stepping 

out of line or something, he WftS really causing trouble and 

stirring the rest of the boiling fourth year ••• You see he got 

his staff, which only about 15 or something, told them to lean on 

him (the boy) all the time 11 don't let him get away nith al'\}'thing 11 

In the end the boy went to dad, "Everybody's getting at me ••••• 11 

iiWell what do you expect •••• '' It was just crushed J.ike that ':ri thin 

the school. ·Now if that had been in this school, it would be so 

big •••• it would never heve worked ••.• it's fc:.r too big. 

But it does not seem to have crushed your enthusia.sm ••••• You intend. 

Cloing Pol!:? You intend coming back? 

I wouldn't want to do anything else. 

'rhe n there must be s orne rewards s orne where? 
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Especi:::J.ly in the snmmer te.rm, I think of being out on the 

:fields with the kids and doing 2thletics and thir~s. It's 

great. 

Do you share these problems with your husband? 

Oh he is crackers on doing P.ED His school is better you see. 

He d.oesn't have the same problems as you have? 

No. Better intalce and also its a 

built and they are all there and 

14-00 • o o It ' s smaller again. 

one site school. It's purpose 

only 800 ••• , this one is 

Should teachers who come to such schools as this have special 

training or should they be specially selected teachers to cope 

here or is it better to let ordinary teachers come and make what 

they can of' it? 

I think they should all be blooming firmer. And know exactly ••• o •• 

Who have had dealings with these kids. They should be experienced 

teachers? Well I know it sounds bragging, I suppose on my part but 

only because I think that I can deal with them. I am not soft and I 

won't let them away, but there's hcl.f a dozen teachers •••• any person 

on the staff will name them for you, •• who the kids run riot, absolute 

riot, Then those kids come to us ••• and you try and get U:.em back 

into a lesson routine. I mean when you go through the hall sometimes. 

Some days there's one woman in there •.• the kids wil1 be fighting •• 

and they will be on the floor and up on the chairs shouting ••• Nov: 

they are the people who ••• why the kids go wild I am swe. 

'J'he only thing that they re§PoJl.d to is tough directions? 

I think so def'initely. If they've had that all the way through 

e.nd they know that in the fifth form they do things that is 

expected of them. Then I don't think there would be any problems .. 

But !i:f' this easy attitude of "Oh well you can have an option - or 

what would you like to do ••• you can do table tennis or so and so" 

you know coming up in the fourth year they are starting to get uppish. 
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fu>w:. many of these leavers are likely to finish up in arw form 

of recreation ••• •..:.l~etball teams ••.• sailing, c anoeinE all that 

has been offered at school. 

None. None. Do you know where tlle,y go ••.• ~.ve hacl one less on tal1ing 

about where, when they were leaving just before Easter •••• seeing 

what they were going to do. I just decided this lesson inetead 

of making them work we will go in, we'll sit down and I'll talk 

to them about what they are going to do. And tell them that 

there are so many things that they can do. And I started "have 

you had any talks with anybody about what you can do?" 

"No" I said, "well surely you will have had somebody in careers 

who has mentioned jobs to you." No ••.• and I said 11what are you 

going to dd'. And everybody said 'Factory' ••••• There is the 

industrial estate a mile from this school. That 1 s the big thing 

to get into John Collier (soon to close) •••• Big Deal. But I was 

so astounded, I said "Everybody into John Collier?" •••• "Oh good 

money in J .C.'s". And that's it. And I just started naming a few 

things •.•.• like the Services, 'l'he Army •••• and you can do so ll1:'1.ny 

things and travel and do sport and anything you like. Policewoman 

or ••• even just some of the things like hairdressing. 11 i'io, no I 

don't think you get as much money in there 11 
••••• A fevi of them then 

started. to talk sensibly ••••• A few of the awkward one's. 

Does J'ohn Collier have a. sports club? 

I don't know. 

Vlhat opportunities do you see for them to continue any sport 

recreation activities in Hucklebrough? 

Well at the Youth Clubs they all go to every night. And the youth 

clubs try and run football teams and things lilr,e this wbich the 

girls vrill go on. This I think is great you see the football teams 

in the youth clubs. 

Do they change for those? 



No. The fifth years had an afternoon out at the Fun Palace 

(Lai thes) o They enjoyed that o They went swimming o ••• mind you we 'vc 

got a swimming pool here. They went swiHuning and ice skating. It 

was the day out ••• it 1 s meeting boys -there J' ou s.::e, eve17body 

there, They did that. They wanted that. And I mean swirmning is 

another option here. Got a pool. A few of them went in swimming -

about 5. ThGt' s nothing 1'lhen there are so many. 

Which aspect of P.E .• has given you ;eersonaJ..]Y.: most satisfaction? 

Netball. I love netball. I enjoyed playing it and I really love 

teaching it. 

Which aspect would you avoid if you possibly could? 

I suppose gymnastics really. That's because I feel less confident 

in that t.b..a.n aeything else. 

Because of your own knowledge? 

Yes I enjoy working with lower yer.rrs. I think its easier with 

first c:tnd second years. But when you have to know more with 

the fourths. Netball, its fui1.11y because with my two first 

year classes they are much keener on netball than they are in 

hockey and I wonder if that's my influence. 1 wondered that. 

I tried to get them in both ••... they are really keen on netball. 

Well this free talking has given me some insights into the nay 

that you see your life. And if I can sumrr~ise as far as compulsion 

is concerned there are certain girls even in this comprehensive 

set-up nho consider it is .just a waste of time obliging them to QQ. 

f_,E. Though if the relationship that you have established with the 

fourth years continued you would be optimistic about keeping them 

going in the fifth year. You think that they he.ve had too much choice. 



You would then tend to keep them on a narrower field of games, 

gymnastics o. o dance,, •• V1ould you have included dance? 

Possibly not dance because they have not done any at all. 

It would be u bit much to bring them suddenly in to the subject 

because tl-,ey ur~ ::.;u self conscious. T'hey could have their games ••• 

netball and hockey and a choice of one indoor game, badminton, 

table tennis, something like that or swimming •••• 

Are you pessemistic about how much PoE. or P.recreation they will 

get when they leave school. None of them will continue very much? 

In my fourth and fifth years, I would say that although I have 

taken them, and they have done it, I wouldn't say that I have 

done much teaching ••• ,by any means ••• I've kept them busy, and 

they have enjoyed what they have done but I wouldn't say that 

I have taught them. Which is my fault isn't it? 

I r m not sure about that so much. 

I 1 ve been quite happy this year, to keep those fifth years doing 

it each week - the fourth years each week. Forget about teaching, 

make sure that they are doing it and are playing. I mean I don't 

think they would respond to teaching. Say I suddenly stopped 

them, and said we are doing this for ten minutes. I think I would 

lose them ••• even now. It's quite different to college ••• It is 

really. 

Do you resent college now? 

No. I enjoyed it. But you see I don 1 t think c allege did any teaching 

techniques ••• say we'd gone in with l1Iiss W. and she'd said you are 

going to be a really stroppy class and I am going to deal vvith you. 

I often wonder uhat she would do with a class of people who really 

t-.irned round and said ''get lost" ••.. "we are not doing that". Vlhat 

would she do? 



.She would be up against it in precisely the same way that you 

ore up against it, I'm quite sure of this. And its only if you 

have a long, long esta,blished relationship ••• a stal;lk_relationship 

even then they go away from you. And you hope that they will stay 

long enough to c orne back again. 

This is the thing in the comprehensive •••. it's difficult to keep 

the c orrtim:d. ty because af the timetable. If you take some farm 

say in the third year, which is a crucial year when they are 

changing, and you get established ••• to take them in the fourth 

and fifth •••• it's not going to happen. You see, I might take 

this class in the first year. P. might get them in the second 

year, Wendy might have got them in the third year. Then I might 

have got them in the fourth year. In which case they are quite 

different. That's three teachers in three years. 

I am interested in your belief that you will be determined to 

come back and en,joy continuing to teach P.E. Believing that you 

will get, automatically, respect from these very same pupils. 

I am st~e, yes. Just the fact that you are an older person. Tell 

you what I do enjoy teaching here and that's swimming. And I 

think that it is possible because when I went to college I couldn't 

swim ••• and that was a big worry for me and I found that ten others 

out of the course couldn't swim either ••• and I had to learn from 

scratch with Miss Dogmad. And because I did that learning from 

scratch •••• that I find very easy to teach. That is why, I am sure, 

I got my A .S .A, •••• because I am a beginner, everything I had to do 

I ha.d to be shown. Where~s if' I had been in the top group with 

all the others or in the middle g;roup .... They didn't bother vv'ith 

things like that o They got on with fancier things and did things o 

But I was learning. Everything that !1.Uss Dogmad taught me, I teach 

the kids. It 1 s been in my favour that I couldn't swim. 

vVhat do you still treasure? 
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I don't know. (long pause). My c1rea.m is still coming from my 

Grammar School. Just to have a school where the classes 

simply come and change and you just teach ••••• But I'll never 

get that now. That's gone now. My old Gramffi<.1.:r School is going 

comprehensive next year. Yfny should those girls be so much 

better ••••• they have the same kind of area as here? There they 

of'ten say, "Oh so and so's parents have been up because they 

are worried by her exams ar something." 

You have not many interested parents here? 

No. Not at all. There are a number of these kids who don 1 t 

live with parents. We get notes every week and I would say 

that half' and more of' the notes are signed by dif'ferent names 

than the child's. The mother living with somebody else or re­

married. Very few of the girls notes are signed in the girls 

name. 

There is no easy solution to such problems. You must ensure that 

it does not destroy you ar your professional endeavotu"'. 

That's the thing. Never let them get on top of you. But surely 

this problem here would be easier in a smaller school wouldn't it? 

Don't you think? If this was just one school and there was none 

of this wandering about and changing sites. 

Do the pupils have to change from site to site? 

You see we have four sites. There's this one, over the road is 

Site B where the first years are based. There's the Grammar School 

building, the old one. Then there is Drake's Field. Then there's 

Warrior Cross. That's five sites. Each child will definitely go to 

three of the sites. .And next year the idea is that third years 

from this end will go to Grammar School site for a year and then 

c orne back here • 



Where are the barriers to maldng changes for the better? 

Head of Department ••••• And there again the Headmaster is not 

backing us very much • 

Is he interested? 

Has he shown aw interest in you or what you do? 

No. I don't think he is interested in P.E. You see I think 

that was really a b2.d thing. He was the deputy head appointed 

to head and a lot of them say that ii' we had had a new head 

to c orne in and he had kept on as deputy heaa ••• He is still 

finding his feet as headmaster. 

Do you feel a second class citizen? 

No not in this school. I did have that slight feeling when I 

was at City Grammar School when everyone wore gowns and P.E. was 

regarded as a little game. No not in a school like this. But 

nobody at the top is interested here. Even Alan isn't interested. 

He said to Wendy and Dan before I came, "You're mad to c orne to 

us. You should be out within a year • 11 This is really why Dan is 

going into Science anc1 Wen.czy- is going. She is happy to leave. Pam 

is hoping to go in a years time although Alan doesn't know. He 

doesn't realise he is the cause of a lot of the problems in this 

department. A lot. Peter ana Dan don't get on vrith him at all. 

You see he causes problems in some lessons because ••••• erm •••• 

V/endy had a class of 30 and .she was doing tennis with them this 

term. And she said vJe have only got 20 rackets can we have ten 

more out. "You women~ you a.re always asking for the ea.rth. What 

do you want ten more rackets o •• " 

two girls share one racket." Now 

"Well" she says, "I can't make 

the annoying part is that he he.s 

a cupboard stocked with P.E o equipment that he will not get out for 
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us. He doesn't know that the five of us know about the 

cupboard. B·ut we know it is absolutely packed. And she 

sa.ys "Well r:l1,'"lt do you suggest Alan for a class of 30 doing 

tennis with 20 rackets. 11 He said, "Well ·we have some Padder 

Tennis Rackets 11 
••••• "Let a :few play on the yard with a Padder 

Tennis Racket. 11 Wendy just turned av1ay in disgust. So that 1 s 

our Head of Department. And that 1 s how it goes on. Do you 

know hov1 many shuttlecocks I had i'or one term? One. One 

shuttlecock for a class. I asked for more. None. He 1 s got 

six boxes in that eupboard (pointing). 1\nd ·that's the block 

we are against. That's why it is so difficult. And all the 

(pointing) is jammed :ru~l with gym shoes there. Absolutely 

:full of' gym shoes. A couple or kids ••. my good kids in the 

:fourth year had genuinely :f'orgotton their shoes. I sneak in 

here to get them a pair of shoes out of this cupboard. He came 

in and said "What are you doing?" 11~Yel1 one of the kids has 

f'orgotton them". It's ridiculous. "Get out of that cupboru:d". 

(angrily). I said "But it 1 s packed :full and she wants to do 

it." This is what goes on •••• 

So as a team you never ,&et _t_oe;ether? 

The five of us do all the time. He's a complete outsider though. 

I tell you who we turn to most of' all here, as a department, 

that 1 s Peter ..• Yfillmott. He was hee.d of Sec. Mod. here and Alan 

was hee.d at Grammar School. And then when it joined Alan got the 

job over Peter. But Peter 1 s by far •.. Alan wouldn't have c, 

Sports Day •••• and when I came out of college I was f'ull of' Sports 

Day ••• and he wouldn't have one. He said it was too di:fficult on 

a mixed school like this to have a Sports Day. So Wendy and I 

still organised one for the first years and second years. So he Sfdd 

"I don't want anything to do vJith it, if' you rrant to do it, you 

can do it." So Peter said that he v10uld help us if' he doesn't want 

anything to do with it. So we had the Sports Day. It was great. 
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He came out and at the end apparently be was walking out 

with a member of' sta.f'f who said it 'looked like a really e;ood 

sports day' •••• 'It was really good' •••• 'who did it?" 

"I suppose it was ~,lr ight if you like sitting in the sun." 

. ../Lnd tl:2.t ~:e~c it. !~:nd o.: it hu.s gone so vroll Vii€ sl1all b·uild 

it up and htwe t.he third years in next year. 

Have you had any help at any level. ••• say P.F.. Advisers. Heads, 

people who would take an interest in you as a young teacher coming 

into the nrof'essi on •••• Particularly a teacher of P .E. 

No, none. But as a Read of Department you could not go to Alan 

with any problems. 

What do you think of the facilities here? 

They ore not bad but they could be much much better. We are 

the only school in the town without athletics facilities. 

We've all asked for a high jump and long jump pit •••• But no. 

I've never known a Head of Department so uninterested. 

Incredible really. 

End of Recording 

No follovt-up comments. 
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I kno~ ~tat you have engineered a lot of pupil choice in your school •••• 

and. in looking back on it at this stage, do you think it was a good 

idea? 

Well it 1 s only the 4th, 5th and 6th forms that have aey choice at 

all. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd years have a bread and butter diet of' all 

the basic things for the major sports ••• hockey and netbalL ••• the 

winter games •••• they have to do gymnastics and swimming. On the boys 

side they do football, soccer and rugby gymnastics and basketball. 

We try after the third yeru.~ to give choices coming on to volleyball 

and badminton and things like this. Of cot~se there are clubs for 

the junior people. For instance Nigel has developed a good volleyball 

club for second years and first years = in lunch times and after school. 

He organised that. 

Is it possible for the children in this school to participate after 

school? Do they live nearby? 

There is a school bus, but they can get a later one. All the children 

are fairly local. 

So extra curricular activities are possible? 

They are possible, yes. Better than at Dovedale because they have buses 

to take them off to the colliery areas etc. and all ••••• they live all 

over you see. Well we don't have any of that. We give them fair 

warning f'crr their club activities. Now the degrees of choice ••• perhaps 

on the girls side •••• s~ in the 4th year, we have a bit too much 

to cope with. You set off' thinking that they would be able to look 

at everything that we could offer and that they would be able to choose 

what they wanted to do. In fact~ they couldn't do that. We had to 

break them down to definite groups. 

The g:irls had to sample them - dif'f'erent things from the cafeteria 

system? 
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Yes. 

How well did that work? As far as you were concerned? 

It didn't ••• or rather for 4th year girls P.E. the High School girls it 

didn't because they only had one lesson per week and there are 90 of 

them come altogether. So it was pretty desperate. So in the end 

I have to admit we were just occupying them. We were getting the toys 

out and playing with them for half' an hour •••• and that was it. And 

they gradual~ got worse and worse about bringing their P.E. things 

to get changed and they never never forgot a~hing in the beginning. 

But because of the time it took and there was so many to organise 

and there was three of us on and even when they knew what they were 

coming to do it was still difficult. In one lesson a week it was just 

a waste of time. Its such a shame •••• there is so much potential. 

They were super kids in the third year and in the 4th year they were 

just going down the drain. So what they will be like next year. But 

as you know you do tent to lose 4th years, don't you? But when they 

become 5th years you get them back again. So maybe next year although 

they will o~ get one lesson again they might be better at choosing 

and making better use of the system. Better able to choose for 

themselves and come back to it. 

On the matter of compulsione Is P.E. compulsory throughout the 

school? 

It is still compulsory throughout the school. Now there is a 

problem when we came to the 6th farm. Because it is such a large 

6th form, so I said'We have got to make it compulsory because if it 

is optional it is an easy way out to get rid of some of theme "So 

we say it is compulsory but we do not bother so much about the upper 

6th., They've got a lot on with their exams and what have you. And 

arryway some of their subjects are timetabled during the games afternoon. 

But I do try to get as many of the lower 6th there as I can. And I 

did spot-checks ••••• took a register and checked who was in the P.E. 
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And sent it to the far-m teachers and to the Director of 6th form 

studies •••• and generally chased them up. But we by no means got 

everybody, and real~ I did not want everybody ••••• because I thi~~ 

some of' them ..... I mean •••• poar- things they will never like P.E. 

Some of them know that they are never going to have aey interest 

in sport at all they've got their interests elsewhere so they may 

be interested in watching sport but they want to do it. And I 

thought well it's a bit hard after they have suffered it for five 

years, to make them come. And when I was at the High School I had 

the same problems - I used to have to spend the whole afternoon chasing 

out of the girls out of the toilets and all this 'till I made sure 

that they were all there. And then when they did come along they just 

wandered about the netball court, they couldn't be bothered to play 

badminton. So it seemed to work very well that way, they knew that 

I was checking up on them. And if they had a reasonable e:xcuse 

like "oh my homework is piling up etc." it was fair enough. Because 

some of' them, I believe, were nipping off home. And we really are 

responsible for them. Aeyway that's the way it worked and it worked 

pretty well. We got most of' the lower 6th there. More boys than 

girls .. 

These were mixed groups were they? 

It was a mixed group ••••• the 6th year games afternoon. I thirut the 

Head'S plan was originally to have a recreational afternoon when he 

could put on things like photography or craf't or woodwork or aeything 

which was recreation far- the 6th farm and they were going to be able 

to choose. But with the limits of' the people we had and the facilities 

we had, I don't think he could get it off the ground. So it just became 

6th farm games you see. But I thought it was a good idea at first to 

have these interests.,. o o .or canoe building and things like this o And 

I think that it would have worked very well., 

Did you get much opportunity to discuss these things with the Head? 

Do you, as Head of Department, have access to him? 



He is interested but he is very much a rugby man and I had a terrif'ic 

battle with him because the grammar school has a rugby tradition.o •• 

and he is a rugby man and. he reckoned that Hucklebrough and the North 

had to keep the standard of rugby. And I agreed with him. But he was 

saying that all the boys had to play rugby. They had to. And I said that 

it is not the need of everybody to play rugby. Some boys have the same 

love for soccer that you have for rugby and I said that it is not fair 

to deey them when it is their nationaJ. game and their need individually. 

So I said well in our scheme of work Mr .P. our ideas are to give everybody 

the basic diet ••••• they will all be coached rugby and they will all be 

coached soccer they will all be coached whatever we've got in our diet 

for them and then if they show an aptitude for rugby; then of course 

they will specialise later on in the school and they will go to team 

training and this sort of thing. And he said "Oh no, they all have 

to play rugby." So we let him think they were. And we got on with 

our work. And in our first year we had three rugby pitches out here 

and one soccer •••• well you can imagine with all the matches and the 

teams that the soccer lads had to play there was clashes of fixtures 

and •••• oh •••• the field was like a ploughed field. So I had another 

battle with him. And we won ••• and we go·t two of each of the pitches 

(rugger and soccer). We tried to get a third rugby pitch on but it 

was just not possible •••• so now we have two soccer pitches and two 

rugby ••• and its levelling out a bit. And he, in fact thought that 

rugby was the only character building game until he saw the 5th years -

a lot of the E. Road boys playing in a Cup match in which they were 

4-1 down in the final with 10 minutes to go and they came back and 

got to 4 all and the other team scored •••• so our lads scored again •••• 

then out lads won 6=5 you see and he said he had never seen such 

character •••• And I think that's won him over a bit. But he still 

basically is a rugby man. I agree he has to try and keep the traditions 

you already have haven't you? Creating traditions I think is part of 

the job. And if we have one to start with we may as well keep it ..••• 

and then try to bring everything else up to the same level because 

they have got a tremendous rugby side here ••••• W~qy North of England 

boys and all the rest ••••• they really are fantastic. 

Is there a lot of staff help on that side? 
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Oh yes. There is at least one man far each team and each year 

has a minimum of one team •••• and I think the third years have 

never been beaten ••••• they beat everybody 30 points to nill or 

something or 80 points to 7 or something. It's a very good rugby 

tradition and the lads on the soccer sides have done well too. 

They've won a couple of leagues and trophies, you know. Not that 

that's the most important thing. We're not pot hunters by aqy 

manner or means ••••• But it's encouraging. So I think that we're 

winning a little bit. He knows our view about rugby and soccer 

I mean we've put it to him so many times that he's just •••• I mean 

he came with the impression that he was still at a ~rammar School 

I'm sure. I mean some boyz can't pl~ rugby •••• they haven't got it. 

But they can play soccer. He even said once that soccer is for boys 

who can't play rugby. He is very prejudiced. And you see with 

Hucklebrough having so many good rugby clubs •••• and with such a 

strong tradition in the town and we're the o~ school that supply 

those clubs, he doesn't want to see that lost ••••• to keep Hucklebrough 

on the map in the rugby world, you see ••••• which I suppose is fair? 

A~~ we won that little battle and they levelled out and there 

weren't that maqy clashes of fixtures ••••• tho' at one time the rugby 

men wanted the soccer boys when the soccer matches were on at the 

same time as the important rugby matches •••• but generally they seem 

to be able to work it out among themselveso•••the men were very 

good. 

How long have you been in this area and at this school? 

Thirteen years - two years at this school. 

Have you changed your attitude •••• have you developed a different 

set of priorities during that time? 

No ••• I think that it has been pretty straight forward •••• I've always 

had mare or less the same views,~~ and I have always been able to carry 
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them out more or less you know. 

Where do you get your real satisfaction from? 

I get the real satisf'action from the children enjoying themselves. 

Even the poorest of the poor, those bairns •••• out there (pointing) 

that were talking to me .. eo .they are horrible. They w'e really! 

There is no other word for them. And they were wicked. Oooo ••• they 

were nasty you know. But (reflecting) give a dog a bad name and 

they are always the same. And they used to shout back at you all 

the time. But I would say •I am not shouting at you, look, I 

just want to explain to you" •••• .And they have gradually mellowed 

and become more mature •••• They'll never be any good at P.E. But if 

I can get them to partake, ~d they enjoy what they are doing ••• even 

if it 1 s just swimming a width. If I can involve as ma:ey as I can and 

they enjoy it I think that's part of it. A lot of people tend to 

think just about the good ones. And I do get satisfaction from the 

good ones too. You know taking them to matches and they win and have 

a good morning or •••• if they loose, if they have enjoyed the game and 

have a good sing song on the bus coming back •••• it doesn't matter. But 

I feel for these poor ones because they've got nothing ••• and they'll 

never make a school team or a~hing •••• they'll never go away for a 

morning •••• never do that sort of thing. 

Do you think that they are going to get left behind in the new: system 

of bigger schools? 

I wouldn't SaY that they were going to get left behind. If I were 

staying here they would not be left behind I'd try to give them much 

mare attention. I think that there are plenty of people who care. 

Do you fear for this when you leave? Do you think that the people who 

are alreaay here will give the same kind of care that you have? 

Er •••• I don't know. I'm afraid that the people that I have at the moment 

"Oh I couldn't care less about them" •••• "they're no good ••••• " But as 



they get more experience they may come round. I mean I have done 

a lot of work with Heather and Elaine on coaching the gymnastics 

and the netball and they've done very good work. But when they have 

these other ones (the horrible ones) they seem to have more trouble 

with them than I do ••••• and there's mare rows with them •••• I wouldn't 

say that I was aey softer on them. 

This has something to do with age and experience? 

It must have ••••• well Elaine's a bit close to them isn't she? 

I mean agewise. And yet sometimes they are super with them. I mean 

Heather had a group like it would be in a morning ••• she's gone to 

all the trouble of arranging riding for them and she's got the minibus 

up for them and ••• she's ensure they're alright through the insurance 

and everythingu.a.nd she takes them riding every Thursday. And they 

are not a good group. 

That's in school time? 

That's in school games time •••• yes. It was something different and it 

was near enough for them to be able to go. It's just this last half 

term because they have done all the other things before that. They 

have no chance of doing it after they leave •••• but as I was discussing 

with Heather ••••• let them go and have the experience because they see 

these things like Show Jumping on 'telly ..... Even if they are watching 

and they then know something about it ••••• I think that's fair enough. 

They are doing things like looking after horses. They are not just ••• 

they are doing the grooming. I think that it is very valuable for them 

so that when it comes on the telly then they know what is imrolved with 

the horses and the riding. We are pleased if they are involved in 

a~hing. It's the same with athletics •••• a lot of them are hopeless, 

but if they know how to measure the long=jump or they know the rules 

of the discus or they know the rules of relay racing~ whenever they 

might see it they have some idea of what it is that they are watching. 

Not necessarily being able to do it well themselves •• a.but they can say, 
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"Oh look we've done that shot put". o o ••• some E;et a bit of' joy 

out of that. 

(Interruption when c off'ee was brought by one of the children spoken 

of earlier. When I remarked on the attitude of' the girl and the 

efficient and friendly service offered ..... o .) 

It 1 s surprising how they come in •••• In some weys I like these 'thickies' 

better than the others. 

How long did it take you to ad,iuat to the change from highly selected 

pupils to Comprehensive teac..hing'? 

I didn't know what had hit me to begin with. I had eleven years where 

if' I said practice that footwork, if I didn't come back for t an hour, 

they'd still be doing it when I came back. And these, they are so 

entirely different. Eee they are. In some respects the rewards are 

greater •••• And sometimes they just like to c orne up and talk to you •••• 

like one had some problem with •••• at home something about her father 

or her sister being beaten up with this man ••• she was in a terrible 

state about it and she just talked and talked and talked. That kind 

of thing would never have come from the others •• o they keep their 

problems to themselves. 

How manY of your school leavers will continue with some activity? 

Oh I think there will be quite a few~ especially things like Badminton 

and swimming and hockey say •• obecause we have a thriving hockey club 

and rugby .P of course o. o .and there are several good badminton clubs in 

the town. 

-~e there good opportunities in Hucklebrough? 

I think there are o •• o and swimming there is a very good club and they 

swim for a long time •• o.well into their twenties. 
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Do you think that as a profession we should be concerned about this? 

Oh I think soa When I came :f'rom college I was directed to this club 

and that one and got untold enjoyment from it •••• In fact when we ha-Yen't 

got a match I dontt know what to do with ~self on a Saturday afternoon. 

Some of these younger ones that are leaving pl~ with us •••• and we see 

each other in a different light and I think it's goode 

Do you think the school leavers are made welcome in the clubs? 

Oh yes. They are made very welcome in the hockey club •••• Oh definitely 

·~hey are and we U.o all we can to er.l(;OUl'age them and give them chaooe 

to get into the first team. We even do things like, instead of 

travelling in cars, we hire a coach perhaps two ar three times a 

season •••• and we all go together ••• and some of them are on the 

committee. So they're really involved. 

Do you do awthing about introducing them to the clubs like eiving 

them addresses or bringing club secretaries to school or is this not on? 

Usually the clubs write to us and say have you acy girls who are 

interested. And I say to the people on the first team ar the junior 

teams about the clubs who are interested •••••• How about joining-

"Oh well who pleys?" they ask., So I say, "well I play and so and so 

plays and M.A. you know she plays ••••• " ''Oh well we might go then". 

So I say "Oh come on, you 111 get a good afternoon" and they come and 

they see it all and they get chatting with the others and I find that if 

they know somebody who they know is going to be there they tend to go 

more. They need this kind of help and encouragement. 

What percentage are likely to become involved.eoothinking about the 

girls who finish up in factories. 

I think a lot of the factory girls join in the netball = in evening 

Institutes. I used to teach at an evening institute class and I used 

to play a lot of netball. And another girl had a netball class and she 
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used to have a lot or factory girls and she used to arrange matches 

for them .. 6 .. so they were involved in that way. And some of them even 

got to County level. Only through playing at school and playing at 

the Ever..ing Institute. 

Where have the barriers and frustrations existed in sa,y the last two years? 

As far as organising the department we have got a more or less free 

choice. I think the problems come with the aituation that we are in 

like the swimming •••• we have to go to count the children over from 

there and the time wasted ••••• ! wish we could get the children here 

and in the water longer. 

Is it a split site, it is isn't it? 

Some classes are luc~ if they have 15 minutes in the water which 

is not much. To compensate that we've had to make it that every 

sixth week the girls give up a double games lesson so that they 

get a long time in the pool, otherwise you get nothing done and 

the other times when they get these short lessons it is just a 

quick leg stroke practice, a quick arm stroke practice and a little 

play and out, so there is nothing sustained at all. We have also 

had problems with people getting changed ••• girls, I do not know what 

it is but girls do not like to get changed especially these 4th and 

5th years •••• they don't realise the importance of being changed, 

"Oh you can play in these. 11 

Wanting to pla.y in their jeans? .Are they allowed Jeans? 

They are allowed trousers in the winter time and that presents 

its own problems as you can imagine. However L.E.A. do provide 

us now with skirts and shorts so that if they haven't got their 

own we can always hand them out, but again you are wasting time 

handing out equipment and making sure you get it all back again. 

I think those are the most frustrating things. You just can't get on 

with it because it is just a simple matter if they could just get 

changed and they were ino •••• it would be more teaching time for us 

and less time to get the things out and handing them back in again ...... 
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things don't f'it and there's a. button missing ••• In the end we do get 

them. But it is very very hard. That's where our time is lost •••• 

"Oh we've only played ten minutes" they say (they should have been 

rea.d,y quicker then they would have got longer time). 

Do you see any trends which you regret? 

I regret that we are in a big school. When we were a High School, 

admitted it was very nice. The children were no bother. We had a 

tradition where everybody was changed. They all had a school unif'orm 

which included a P.Eo unif'orm •••• and (colleague N.)and I had been 

working together (I had been there 11 years and (Colleague N 8 years) 

we both knew how each other worked •••• we were both trained at the same 

college o Everything just ran like clockwork. And the kids knew that 

we would stand no nonsense. And they hardly ever forgot their things. 

Because they knew that we would not accept it. But in this big set-

up here •••• as I was s~ing •••• to get back. Well I was the o~ one who 

had been here and Heather and Elaine were new. They didn't know their 

wey around. Nobody knew what to expect. We were all finding out wey 

around. And these children from Sherburn Road had had a terrible two 

years - especially in the last year when the inside of their school 

was ripped out practically and of course the P.E. mistress was leaving -

she didn't bother. So they never got changed. So they had no tradition 

of getting changed. 

How many schools .ioined together? 

Three,. The Grammar School~ for boys, the High School for girls~ and then 

Sherburn Road Secondar,y Modern •••• and we had great problems with them. 

(Sh. Rd. pupils). Now as the little one's come up. They now know that 

we want them changed •••• Now they are better. There still is a nucleus 

which resists. It's going to take a long long time to work through 

again to the standard we had before. But I think that it can be 

achieved. If we keep always on on on. You've got to be •••• every lessonooG 

And checks. And kit inspections ••••• you have to keep on to establish the 

tradition. Oh I think that it would be worth it defin.i.tely. There is 

a nucleus in the second year who at the moment doesn't care and don't 



bother to bring anything. They will be bad all the time, I thinko 

Because they came into the school as first years when everybody 

was new ••• and there were so macy probationary teachers ••• and they 

didn't know their way about the building even. And there were so 

many children even. The first two terms were just chaos. 

Did you ever feel like giving up? 

Oh I often thought I could not go on another day. Then I thought 

that's sil~ •••• But I thought it's~ fault that the department 

is in such a mess. I felt terrible. I couldn't sleep at nights. 

Because it had all run so smoothly before ••••• and I thought that I 

had all the equipment and I know what I wanted to do •• o o Why isn't 

it going right now? And there were so maey problems that cropped 

up in those first few months. I thought Oh I can't stand this. 

However~ now I think I am sorry to leave because it is now levelling 

out a.nd more people know their way about. It's just beginning to 

c orne back now. 

How do you feel about leaving now? 

I don't think that it's hit me yeto I shall miss all the chat amongst 

the bairns and that. I'm bound to after 13 years • But I think that I 

shall also enjoy being at home a bit. The thing is = that I was a bit 

fed up of was. o. o being so spread out, the communication for girls far 

teams is terrible. Now when I was in the High School I could put a 

notice on the board and I would be sure that they would see it. Now 

here you have to get a notice to everyone or give the list to two or 

three reliable members of the teams and make sure that they check the 

team out because it is impossible to say that we will have a meeting 

then and have everybody turn u.po It just wouldn't happen. And I could 

give kit out and say that I want it back on Monday morning. Well I 

can't do that now. I've got to take it all with me. And if' it is an 

awa:y match I have to take hockey sticks with me = I've got to take the 

pads home with me o o o • and so they are dumped at home all weekend. And I 
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have to collect it all together and bring it to school because we 

need it first thing on Monday morning for games. From that point 

of view ••••• Am I going to miss that? I have forgotten the sticks 

on a Frid.a,y and had to return at six o'clock at night to get them. 

Just silly things like that. Now home matches. o •• it's alright 

because the bairns' 11 come and the gear is all there and I need 

just take the skirts and the tops. And I never had to take the 

skirts and tops before because they all had their own and they 

were all smart. Now we have a proper team uniform. Then it has 

to be laundered after that far the next week. 

Do vou have any problems to raise school teams? 

We have not found that. We have plenty of keen ones. I can still 

turn my hockey teams out - obviously you don't always have your best 

team out all the time. And Val and Elaine don't have aey problem 

with the netball teams ••••• though I know that Elaine had trouble 

with a couple of juniors who thought they would do ••• and they 

would have been very good netball playerso ••• but they had decided 

that the team c ould.n' t do without them and they thought that they 

would have Miss Rose bend down on her knees for them to play j and 

good for her - she would not have this. And she said, "Look, you 

either decide that you want to play or that's it •••• I can't be 

bothered with you if you are not turning out to practices." So they 

said "Oh well we don't want to playo 11 So she said "O.K .. " 

Well they got such a shock. And I think they did regret it in the 

end. But I thought good far you Elaine. You nust leave them and let 

them meditate. Now then they have had a whole year not playing for 

the team and I think ma.;ybe next year they might want to c orne back o 

Whether they get on or not is another matter. So that's what happened 

with them, I know some schools have trouble getting girls teams out. 

I don't know the reason. We've had to chivvy them and say, 110h you're 

not going to let the school down •••• and not letting yourselves down .... 

Come on." that kind of chivvying. 

Do you think that there is a case to be made for courses or seminars 

for heads of PoE .. Departments? 



Yours is a fairly bie department; one of many developinR throughout 

the Country. 

I would welcome discussions with o-l;her colleagues - to find out 

what problems they have got and how they are coping with theme 

Because they might be the same problems as mine, and we might 

be able to help each other. It is not very often that you get 

a chance to talk. You only tend to see people (P.E. Colleagues) 

at interschool events and matches. 

Would there be a competetive element in such discussions do you think? 

I don't think so. I think at one time it might have but I don't think 

that it would now. We had meetings just when we were re-organised and 

all heads of department and deputy heads of department and we got a lot 

from those discussions. 

Were they generally welcomed? 

Yes they were general~ welcome~. 

There would be some hot disputes, surely? 

Oh there were. Some people get hot under the collar about some issues. 

Were you unnecessarily anxious in the early days? 

It just took the time to get levelled out a bit. After that I think 

things are running fair~ smoothly now. It's not ideal I would like 

much more time on the timetable. So we had the kids more often to 

get them lined up in the wa:y that we want them and doing more work 

with themooeothe timetable just doesnvt allow it. No matter how you 

argue with the Head and show him pamphlets and put this to him and 

that to him he has the final decision as to how time is to be allocated. 0 e 

and I heard yesterday that one set of P.E o people were going mad because 

their head next year is going to take away some P.Eo time so that some 

children ~ the brighter ones - can do an extra language. Well where 

is the fairness in that? But this is happening all the time you see 0 
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These heads attach so much importance to the academic subjects that 

they just take another one of their (P.E o) periods •• which matter so 

much to us ••• it really does. The reason why our 4th and 5th year High 

School and. Grammar School girls and boys only have one period a week 

is because when we were High School we had a 40 period week. Now that 

we're Barnburgh we have a 35 period week •••• But there was no discussion 

about it. It was just taken for granted that that's just what it 

was going to be. It meant cuts all over. It wasn't discussed even­

not amongst heads of departments. 

If you were in m,y situation what changes would you make to the kind 

of training which our students get? Where should the collegeis 

.eriorities la,y? 

Well I think on the whole the students fit in very well with the 

work we do here. We have had maey of your students and later they 

have come on to the staff. I think that their training fits in 

pretty well with what we do .. Pr-obably it comes to gains in experience -

the depth in how you teach it. I mean when you first come out you're 

a bit green. When I look back to m;y day •••• you are very green you can't 

possibly get down to the depths of it all eo .we tend to skim over a lot 

of things. 

Do you think that college can train you to cope with 3rd and 4th year 

problem classes? 

I was just talking to one of my old girls last week - she's going to 

Eltermere next year (as a P.E. teacher) - and I said to her~ "You've 

got to set out that they are going to be what you want them to be and 

not let them walk a.ll over you. But at the same time not be so arrogant 

as to make them think 'who the hell does she think she is'~ •••• It's 

very difficult thato ••• If you are too arrogant they will sey~ "well 

look at that" and that's that. They'll not come back at alle If you 

are too soft they' 11 walk all aver you. I think you've got to first 

see them and assess the mood they're in first. You can assess what 

sort of mood they are in when you meet them •••• and if they are going 

to be in a funny mood, you are as well o. o .It is something you yourself 
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can work out. Even a change in the weather •••• when it's fine they 

are no trouble •••• when its winey they are as noisy as anythinge 

Thank you so much far giving up so much of your time to talk to me .. 

Oh I enjoy talking to people about it because I am very interested in 

my work and I always have been very involved without being too dedicated. 

End of Recording 

No follow-up comments 
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I qualified three years ago ••• but just completed one year's teaching. 

Basically because I was immature. I'd gone straight to college from 

school •••• Been to boarding school and found it restricting in a great 

l1la.l\Y ~s. And It was only my great love of physical activity at school 

that I decided to be a teacher .. It wasn't any great desire to be a 

teacher. It was for ~ own personal satisfaction and I began to realise 

in my third year at college that although I had done a lot of things 

in the three years I still had not real~ organised ~self fit enough 

to go into a school to teach. So rather than just as a :formality 

to go into a school I decided to get some experience doing other 

things. I did a number of things ••• worked at City Tech. in the 

construction department, helping out there. I was self-employed in 

the building trade far a while. If I had the choice again I would 

not go to college straight from school. You can only make yOUI·self 

a better teacher by getting some experience of life. Just being at 

school is a very cut off life. You are mollycoddled all your life .... 

by getting more experiences you can pass these on in teaching. 

The essence of teaching is communication. An understanding between 

the teacher and the class. If all the teacher is doing is learning 

work and churning it out, I don't think a:rzyone is going to learn 

arzything from him like that. You can only get to that when you can 

understand people. I know it might be an ideaL But I know that I 

am better equipped now than if I had gone straight into teaching 

:from college. So at about Easter last year I decided that I really 

wanted to teach. I applied for jobs. I didn't want to take aqy job. 

I wanted a school that I liked the look of. I went to Cumberland to 

Egremont. Near to Whitehaven. There is a big purpose built Comprehensive 

there. It was built just CJVer ten years ago. It was the first in the 

County. It made the headlines. I got the job there but only on a term's 

temporary basis. Several people applied for the job but I was the only 

one who could start at Easter e They said that they would put me in 

the job temporary but then would consider me for the permanent job at 

the end of the term. I was green and accepted that. But they had the 

re=interviews a week after I had been there and somebo~ else got the 

job. The more I looked at it the more it seemed to me that they had 

just got me to fill in a job. I got the feeling that I wasn't even 

in contention for it. As it happened I was quite pleased because I 

didn't want to stay ••••• I didn't like the school. 



How do you feel now about teaching? Are you still committed? 

I am certainly more committed now than I ever was. But I have certainly 

had II\Y eyes opened by a lot of' things. It's been a hard year here. I've 

learnt a great deal. I've hardened to teaching through my year here o 

But it's not put me off in a~ way. It's made my resolve harder, 

in fact. I want to get into a school that is smaller, as far as I am 

concerned. Which makes it more personal ••• and that is on one site. 

There are tremendous problems here •••• and the most important thing 

I want to be in a school where P.E. is considered to be a major subject. 

Not as a recreation subject after the rest OI the timetable has been 

sorted out. It is a low priority here. Each class has an 80 minute 

class and a 40 minute class. But by the time they have walked up from 

the other school and have to be back there for the next lesson they 

never get more than 20 say 25 minutes in the water if it's swimming ••• 

ar an hour at the most in the double period. There is very little 

organisation or care about this from a higher level. I get the 

impression that P.E. is the last thing on the timetable. I understand 

that it is a tremendous job with 1700 children on three sites ••••• 

but I think that we deserve a little more priority ••••• Not just bunching 

them together forrecreation ••• and, there's not a great deal of actual 

teaching done. The higher authority just says that you can handle 90 

kids between you. We haven't got the right facilities for the number 

they send down. So it is a vicious circle. They think we don't teach 

because we are that way inclined. But as far as I am concerned it's 

the other wa;y. The situation is not long enough. It amazed me when I 

came here. There is very little direct teaching as far as I am conoernede 

Basically we are not earning our money as far as I am concerned. It's 

the set up that is the root cause ••• the organisation. I'm as much to 

blame as anyone else. I've fallen into the situation. I'm as much to 

blame I do quite a lot of sitting back. And I want to get into a 

situation where I feel responsible that I have to teach hard ••• and I 

want to do subjects which I can't do here. 

Jhat for instance? 

Gymnastics. I started gym when I came here. There was very little 

before I came. Very early on here someone mentioned that the organiser 

was interested in gymnastics in the town., So we got together and 



decided to re~arm the Hucklebrough ~ymnastic Association. 

It had been de~unct ~or a few years. It was starting ~rom scratch 

anyway o We decided to have an inter-school competition just to get 

people interested in the town. It didn't really get o~f the ground 

very well at first. There isn't really a great deal o~ conviction 

~or gymnastics. Acywa:y we had the competition ••• and three out of 

the seven schools took part. One had to pull out at the last minute 

fcrr technical reasons. So there would have been four. Which would have 

been a good start. And I would have been willing to carry it on next 

year if I had been staying. It went extremely well. We started about 

4.30 one night and went on to about 7.30 ••••• in the sports hall here. 

We did floor sequer1ces, voluntary a_nd compulsory, some box worko We 

restricted it to the ~irst two years. So that we could foster it 

at a lower level and carry it as it went up. So hopefully the young 

teachers who were involved will keep it going in the next year. We 

only have one single lesson every other week, for gymnastics. So 

there is no continuity. 

I'm also interested in Volleyball. Again we tried to organise a 

league •••• a County league ••• but the travelling difficulties forced 

us to organise it on a regional basis and at the meeting there were 

three representatives from Hucklebrough. Again it's a start. But 

with one thing and another the other schools dropped out so it's 

fallen through. That was another disappointment. Football I'm keen 

on. But here we suffer because it is a traditionally rugby school. 

Traditionally through the ~rammar School side. There has been a 

~·eat deal of friction about this situation. The Headmaster and the 

deputy head are keen rugby type men. In the past this school has 

had a very good rugby side. A top side in the Ncrrth. Robert Taylor 

is the other full time P.E. teacher with me and he's primarily far 

football •••• and I went to a rugby school but think that football is 

better •••• more enjoyable for most boys. But at the same time I 

enjoy teaching rugby. At the beginning of the year we did a little 

bit o~ rugby and a little bit of ~ootball. But the junior rugby 

since we turned comprehensive has gone right down. They don't win 

matches now ••••• the junior teams. There's been a lot of friction 

beoause of the Head and Deputy Head. People are complaining that 

we are not turning the players out. It's the same thing from an 



academic standing that the Oxbridge passes should be maintained. 

They judge P.E. by the output of' rugby players to the town., And 

it's generally been getting worse. It has been said that if certain 

people had their way there would be no minor games played in the 

schooL We would play rugby all the time. I could rever c orne to 

terms with that. 

Was opinion asked far? 

No. I don't really feel that they are too much bothered what is 

felt. They're more concerned what show the school has in the 

town, than in the continuity of the P.E. department. 

Have you ever been invited in to ta1k to the Head about P.E.? 

Have they shown anv interest in you as a person or as a teacher? 

Robert (Taylor) several times went over to voice his dissatisfaction 

about the situation here, and unfortunately I don't think that he 

is terribly diplomatic. I don't know for sure. He just gives me 

that impression. I know Robert fairly well and I don't think that 

he would be brushed of'f by authority in aey way. 

Anyway it came to a sort of head and the Head invited the department 

over ••• the whole of the department one break. But it was more of a 

lectwe than a discussion. "If you don't like the set up in the school 

then you can leave when you like. 11 It was a heavy handed decision .. 

I think the final pay off came about two weeks ago when Jenny Quale 

decided she was leaving far her baby. They advertised for a head of 

department. Heather (Beaver) the other lad,y P .E. teacher, she has been 

teaching in Lancashire~ I think far nine years, before she had her 

children. This is her second job since she came back two years ago. 

She applied for the job~ Robert (T) applied for it 8 and Clive James 

applied far it. He was the P.E. teacher at the Grammar School. And 

when it went comprehensive he went over to the Rosla side ••• part time 

P.E. and part~time Rosla. It was a surprise to me when he applied far 

the job. I got the impression that he was happy enough doing part time P.E. 

In fact he did say to me that he wasn't really prepared to put in the 
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extra time. oo .And this is dur:'ing the year. He has a family and two 

young children and I don't think he wants to put the extra time in 

:t'or the PoEo It did come as a bit of a sur:'prise when he applied 

for the head of' department. And he got the job. I know I ought not 

to say this but to get a scale three post because he is a rugby 

player.P it does smell a bit .. He plays for Wanderers ••• he's o. rugby 

player •••• The feeling is that he has got the job because hs is a 

rugby player and he will make the e:t':t'ort to maintain rugby standards. 

I don't like to stick~ neck out too much, but I_have the feeling 

that, within the P.E. teachers in the town that most of them are 

against it. Again, its nothing against Clive James personally. 

I get on well with him. It's just internal feelings (Department) 

The continuity within the P .E. Department will now be shattered. 

Because there is a lot of bad feeling about the whole thing towards 

the Head and the Deputy Head. And towards Clive (J) although there's 

nothing personal against him ••• but there now is because he now has 

the senior post. It's bad enough being on a split site ••• with three 

schools joined ••• the continuity is going to be difficult aeyway ...... 

but now there' s going to be even less within the department. As far 

as I can see things can only get worse. Rugby might gain ••• but P.E. 

will loose. As far as I am concerned. The school that I am going to 

fitted in with my own desires to teach the subject as a major subject. 

They do a lot af gym and a lot of volleyball. They do some rugby but 

more football. They do quite a lot of' minor sports. But it is classed 

as an important subject. Each class has two double periods a week 

and on one site. 0~ about 900 in the school but the facilities 

are excellent •••• :rully equipped gym and a sports hall and the fields 

are there on the site. Equipment is good. From the teaching point 

of' view it is excellent because they are graded by ability. There 

are three full time P.E .. teachers •• oand they do three or four weeks 

on each ••• with each groupo So there is a high ability group a moderate 

and low ability group. You stay with one group for a term and you do 

three subjects or sports in that time. And the next term you take a 

different ability group. For each sport they take they get a course 

grade. It's all recorded and goes on the report. Whereas here there is 

no such thing as a sports report. And as :t'ar as P.E. teachers are concerned 

they do not go to parents meetin~ 



If you were in my position what would you make the prioritiesoo •• taking 

into consideration your experience? 

Ger~rally~ I think that it should be more practical teachir~. I don't 

think really that there is enough teaching done • T .Po is a tremendous 

time of pressure o ••• a lot of work to get through and a lot of writing 

to be done ••• oa lot of preparation. And I don't think that you give 

of your best under this pressure. I felt really nervous at the time 

when people were watching me. A good idea is the Study Practice. One 

afternoon far a whole term. So you took the same class throughout 

the termoooo4-5 students to one class and a lecturer. We could break 

the class down into small groups of eight or nine child:ren which was 

great. The discussion was helpful at the end. That was one of the best 

ideas. The courses I really enjoyed. I don't think they could have been 

fau.lted. 

(Telephone interrupted the interview) It transpired that it concerned 

tlu-ee third year boys who wou.ld not participa.te in an athletics 

fixture. 

o ... .,". o o ~It happens qcuite often actually." 

End of Reo arding 

No follow-up o omments 
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This is your. first year? I f'ound my first y_ew: especially hard. 

Have you found this so? 

Yes. I have found it very tiring. I think particularly because 

you have to be thinldng what you a.re going to do ne::::t ••• yo'..! ce.n't 

just walk in and do something ••• you have to think about it before 

hand. 

Did you get any shocks? Was it what you had expected? 

When I first started I wa.s planning every lesson as a definite plan 

that I would follow as I did at College for T .P. I found at College 

I could follow it more or less to the letter yet when I came here 

it was very difficult to get the lesson plan done because the 

children were so up Bnd down. Some days they would work whilst 

other days they wouldn't and I ended up with just an idea of what 

I wanted and I worked on that when I went in so it was difficult to 

plan definitely what I was going to do. They VW.'Y so much ac c ar- ding 

to the v:eather and what they have been doing •••• it is amazing. 

-where are your particular interests in the curriculum? 

I do mainly netball in the vdnter and a little bit of hockey but I 

am mainly involved with the games. 

Are you haPPY to be doing this most of the time? 

Yes. I am a games enthusiast. 

Talking about the children - do you find them interested in games? 

When do they say. "you can keep games. I am not interested?11 

I think on the whole they L:I'e all interested in one go.me or another. 

In the first yeo:r they do both hockey and netball so they get a go at 

both of them and they seem happy at both~ most of them. You get some 

who are very good at everything and some who are good at just one thing. 

But on the whole I think they enjoy their games. It's not the same in 

dane e and gym though. 



How many of the1n do you think will actually play games once the;y: 

leave school? 

(Long hesitant pause) 

Not many. I Yrould think if there vvere half c1. dozen that wou.ld be 

it. 

:Q.q,es that worry you'? 

It does in a way because I think they are missing an e,w:ful lot ••• 

some of them have an awful lot of talent that they are just going 

to forget about. Unless they join places like teams in f'actories. 

Do you think :thay we as P.JE. teache~. o~ght to do something about it? 

Is it our job? 

I don't think you can force them to do something ••• if th~y have the 

interest in the subject tl1ey will carry on. 

Do you think there are children who are leaviJ¥; who migh~ be keen to 

continue but haven't got that initiative to go along and ring up a 

club sec!'et9-I';y_j;o find out where a club is and make that first~? 

That mey- be it, but I know for certain aJ'ter they have left school 

a lot of them go to youth clubs and the youth clubs do have teams so 

that is one way they could keep their games up. Most of the big 

shops and the fctctories do have teams. But as for joining night 

class~ I don't think there would be many of them would do that. 

So at the end of their scho£>1_£~~!_' __ ;x:ou reckon that abcmt half a 

dozen of the gir 1 s th§.:tJ.s>!!....l\:P2lY... ~:'~!!1'.:.0-Ve c ont _i.E_ll~Si __ \lfi th t_h.~J.!' _s_por_t. 

Yes 

Have they been quite keen or do they fall off? 
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They fall off. 

Is it easy to get teams together? 

<:tnd empb.~tic) in the older girls it is 

dii'fic ult 9 they are very keen at first and tben they think 11",''11:>• " ' 

should we bother we have better things to do at. night 11 
•••• especially 

the practices • .L 
lL is very difficult. 

Y!:]:w .. t are the difficult teDll!.S to organise? 

I am only concerned with netball so it is the only thing I kno1v about. 

Are you interested in running after school teams and competitions? 

Yes I do. 

Vlhat competitions do you have tl::croughout the ye."'-rs? 

The first years 1 play against other schools in the town. The 2nd 

and 3rd years' had a junior league last yec.r when they played different 

schools in the town and the 4th and 5th years 1 play ae;ainnt other 

schools in Hucklebrough and Darton. 

Do they Play ag:dnst any of the factory team,s? 

I take it it is difficult to raise a .!:!£tball team sometime_e particulo..rl;r. 

in the senior league. 

It is difficult. And it is very annoying because you know that there 

are girls who are capable and vrho you want in the- team but they just 

haven't got the go in tl-::em to say, "Yes, I'll play." You ask them 

and they say "Yes I'll pla;y"and they don't turn up. 

What do you think puts them off? 
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I don't know ••••• they don't turn up ••• this is wh&"t is annoying. 

It seems such a shame because the lst and 2nd years are so keen 

and it seems a pity if they o..re going to go the same nay as the 

fourth Emd fif'th year this time. 

Mr·s. Shearer told me that the department had agreed that next 

years Vth form~Lthat P.E. should become volunbr.Y.:___}Yhe~_do_;t££ 

stand on this issue? Are vou for this? 

Yes I am, (confidently) because I think the ones who don't want 

to do it can make it very difficult for the ones who do by being 

silly or just refusing to do things. 

Are you worried about the precedent that it might make by snow­

balling e.g. the or.es that are neutral ~might be persuaded not to 

.ioin in because they can opt out? 

(r o .... ,.,. >-.es~t .... +~ on) .JaJ .~.~o .~.~ '""'"' t...l.o ~..~... ... • If :;., girl is friendly with a group e.nd they 21re 

all used to playing games together then I think it will carry on. 

It is just the few who don't want to do P.E. 'L'hey think they are 

too grown up. In their own minds it is associated with something 

childish • 

.A:re they rude and insolent about _it? 

More often than not they have an excuse •••• either they don't feel 

very well or they haven't brought their kit. It is not g definite 

"I don't want to do P.E. 11 I suppose if it was, you could talk to 

them and get the reason from them, but it is just excuses. 

You have been offering them in the 4th and 5th years and presul!l2,bly 

the 6the ••• 

there is no 6th form P.E. 

In the 4th year is there any choice? 

Yes. In the winter we do hockey, netball and dance but v1e don 1 t do 

an,y gym. 



So the gymnastics stop at the encl of' the third year? 

Yes. 

How many periods of' P.E. ~hey get__in the 4th xero·? 

A single and a double. Some of them can do swimming or options. 

Y!b.en it is optional, does it work? 

Yez. IR.ore often the optio!'-S me~n sor::ethin.g like badminton, t2.ble 

tennis in the sports ha~l where they are all in together, doing ·wh&t 

they want to do, trampolining •••••• 

I have the impression tv..at sometimes where options are offered it 

is simply a matter of' dishing out equipment and collecting it at 

the end. 

Yes! There is not much teaching and not much learning going on. 

This is what I find when they do options because in order to teach 

them something you have to spend time with them and when there is 

so many activities going on you can't spend as long as you would 

like to. V\'hereas if they all do the same thing they could all be 

tau @it something and work on it. 

Would you continue with o:L?tions D,nd if so wo1J.ld you put more options 

in or less? 

I think options a.re a good thing, for the older classes. 

Could it he improved by offering more or less options? 

In this school we could not offer them any more. We are stretched to 

the limit, facilities, time and staff available. 

If' you reduced the number of options a little might it not be more 

effective? 
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It may be. 

Would there by anything lost by reducing the nwnber• of options to 

the number of teachers? 

Sometimes for the first half term vve do two options and the second 

half we do a different two. I would definitely say that J_ 1~ --­
vllt,Y should 

be kept because to see them al1 working and all enjoying wh.3~t U1ey 

are doing even if the way they a.re doing it isn't exactly correct 

to see them all involved is a good thing. 

Where is your greatest satisfaction coming from this yee;r? 

It varies. Some lessons you can come out of a.nd. think "Yes that was 

good.'' To see a team play a g0.me and win a game because they have 

done well and played as a team. 

Where have ...Y.QQr f'rustrati.QJ.1S~£Ome from? 

The occasional children in some classes c<:m make it very awkward. 

You get one or two in a class that you have to keep stopping and 

checking .... that tends to break everything and you think if only 

they weren't here you could get on so well with the rest of them. 

·reo.ms ••. v:hen teams don't come to practice and you have=; a;r·ranged 

ever:;rthing for them <;.nd they don't turn up. 

Is the head ),_l}teres_"t~ 0..2-E.J~_he teams? 

Yes~ (emphatically). 

Is that the thing he is most interested in as fa.r as P.E. is concerned? 

He is interested in all o.spects really. He is interested in gymnastics 

and. anything that is involved with P.E. He is very good.. 

So you feel that he is sympathetic towards P .E.? 
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Yes, 

Ha_$ he ever invited you in as a person to talk •••• as c. new member 

off sta;f'f? And_sa~d. "How are you getting on l\'h:'s. Smith? 

No! He'll occasionally, if he's in the stt:U'f room, sit and tall<:; 

but it has never been discussion on a one to one relationship. 

Do you wish that he did? 

I think in c. way it would be nice to say, "I am not very happy about 

this o o, • , " but given the opportun:.i. ty whether you would sa;y everything 

that you wanted to say~ I don't know. 

quite easy to speak to. 

He is a very nice person •••• 

\'/hen you are coming back next yeox what are you most looking forward to? 

One of the things is carrying on with some of the teams. I have only 

been here for one ye2:r so I have another year to carry on and improve 

them and get some of my ideas going with them because they have all 

got their own ideas and you have to get some stability. A second 

thing is to see the first years coming in and to see what they are 

like. 

Not that I have noticed. 'ile seem to get on 0 .K. 

It wou_ld .. .P~- most _.}gJ.Us]:l_a.:b ... in.._a ___ t!E!P..?.;L.:'.t_nle_~- _ofL_.si~L.9!._I;_ev~Q__if YJJ.U didl:l.'..i 

ha.ve different ideas and diffe~-~~~-aJ2pr_oacjl_e~. 

V!e have all got different approaches to it, but I think tha.t on 

the whole the idea is the same. 
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I came with this job in mind, pm"tly beoe.use one of the women 

membe:cs of the P.E. department used to teach me and I get on 

That was ont;:; I COllld get 

with her u..nd work with her. I think that the other thing •1vas 

that this school was one of the better schools and has a good 

repu.tation .:md I dian' t wa11t to go back to my old school (Bambm'gh) 

I went for a 'pool' interview, but with this school in ruind. 

I get the irn:Qr~~sion that X<?~_a.r_~-.. ~rating in a~Y~FY... good _team 

and are ple~~~~C!-.. to __ be ~___EJ-~mbel.: .. O.,f_.it '?_ 

Yes, very much so. 

If' you had gone to any of the other teams J-.!J;_the town, now~ 

you_lm2_y.r the_~ do _:LQ.\!._~J~ink tl].~t yoL!_ miP-:ht hay~e been a bit _unha.0.2.Y.Z 

Yes, from what I b .. we hee.rd from other people. 

So at this moment in time you ce.n saY, 11 Thank goodness I came to this 

job and I am happy to stM. her~ 

Yes. Apart from the P.}L department the whole of the staff are 

very easy to get on with. We all have our moans, but we all 

have them don't we? 
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Your two women collec.gues have told uc that they arc makin..g P.E. 

ontional in the Vth year next yeu:r. Does this o:pply to the: boys 

as well? 

I should ir:lagine so ••• yes. l1gain every depr:.rtmcnt sorts this out 

vJith the head of the faculty c.nd various timct2.ble comrdtments. It 

is also worked out and. he comes in E.nd Sf:_ys this is :;rom· tiDctc.blc. 

In fact next year I won't be here. I am leaving at the cncl of this 

term. I cc.me from a P.'Eo centre and I am going bs.ck to one in 

Northumberland. I am going to Catton. I co.rr,e from Dukes Honse 

How J.orv~ were you. at Dtuces'i 

18 r~onths. 

So you are goin,"' back into the outdoor s.ctivity wacld? 

Yes o That's the s.rea that really interests me. Of course it was a 

hard choice. o .my horr.c is in Hucklebrough, so should I brealc my home 

connections <:.nd go back to Northumberland, but I lilcc teaching both 

O"crc.J.s of the outdom·· activi tics 11nd tne norr:~al pre-rugby football 

games etc. 

1:mich are the outdoor activities thd p::crticul.;;.rly intel~est yo~.? 

ivlost of them, but basicaLLy canoeing. I shall be doing all the 

canoeing there, some of the climbing and SOf'le of the expedition v!Ork. 

'ifuich college did you gb to? 

I went to Pontelond. They said to me when I went to college tho,t 

as I came froru a games school and we hope that you know a lot about 

games, so vre a:re going to concentrate on things that you haven't 

done, swimming, gymrl3stics anc1 outdoor activities, so one timetable 

games, ~ outdoor activities o.nd the rest swimming and gymnastics. 

Ha.v long have you been at this school? 



One term. 

VJh~t do you think of it £tS a newcomer? 

As far as P.E. goes I think it is fantastic. As fo..r G.s the school 

f£Oos, both for facilities and co-operation ·within the dept., there 

isn't any school that I ho.ve seen th.:;~t can l)eat it. I think the 

staff here ere very closely knit. They all seem to get on like a 

house on fire. Take for exar.1ple, yesterday, we had the use of 

both halls, two gyrus, swimming pool, sports hall, so in fact v1e 

have six indoor areas. In the sports hall we can have a multi tide 

of activities going on, thing~:; like:: Du.diuinton, i..To.:npolining, t8.hle 

tennis all at the same time, because there nre ample facilities. 

Were you a Hucklebrough lad? 

Yes my parents still live in Hucklebrough. I think outdoor activities 

are in far a boom. Y.lhen I went far' the job one of the questions I 

asked was "would outdoor activi tics continue as a career for me 

because of leaving school within one term it would be very hard 

far me to come back in." I was told the only way these centres 

could close down would be if they become not very efficient, even 

with tl:.e cut backs in the economy. 

You said you were in an outdoor activities centre first at Dukes? 

Since the arrival of a new head I thiru( it is a less happy place? 

Yes I i'lOUld say so. I thiruc that in the last 6 months he has lost 

s:b: of the staff. Mr. K. the late head \'laS a ta.ll sort of father 

figure. He used to stand at the gate with his beaming sraile and 

wave to everybody and as far as that side of personal J.nd pu1Jlic 

relations go then he vras excellent~ but the pre: sent hc2.d is completely 

opposite. People don't like him. Those wl10 he considers his friends 

don't lD(c him, but he gets things done. I nas in ch2,rgc of the &arues 

when I rw .. s there and if I had said to him., "I na.nt this" and I rrould 

get thew straight avmy within two or three weeks. I got a line n;(U'ker 

within three weeks, now vri th TI!I'. K. they had been trying to :.=;et one 

far three years and had to lJorrow one. They tucned out some very 



good canoes under Mr. I.lo He taught De a lot a1lDut 1mildin,s of 

Yihy did yvu lt:<.•Vt: Dukes? 

i'Torthtu'11ber1ana_ College ,,_nd I :cr:: s:pcct her decisions and she said 

to me 11 C:.o to Dukes House Wood but don't stay too long". .:~lso 

there ':r:::..s no ch::::.ncc; of promotion or very little cho,nce c.nd 

although I was inn pleasant job. I was \h'ctcl1ing colleagues jun}: 

up -the scales so I decided to go out into i..t school to see who.t 

happened fror:1 thereon. ~ ·- ..L,. -
.J..ll I..·!.Lt:: 

school for less thc,n " tcro ~:,ncl this job c::r:u~:::. up and it iD "" 
lJromotion. I e.sked d1at the chance of promotion '~r"' C! ••t..'-"-' within tl1is 

school £.tnd vras told not much unless Q pastoral post came up ;:;,nd 

went into the pastoral sio.e. 

I 

T!hat things will .you te.ke with vou into tLe new ,job tho.t you c:::..n 

say "I stand for·?" 

I appreciate efficiency, but it i::; hc.J."d when you al'e at the bottoD. 

of the scale to c:;ct thin..gs done when teo..chcrs nho w.rc above you don't 

bother so much. 

l:lhat is it about people in authority that wotlld put ;you off? 

People who p1·omise things and never get theE~ done. Sor.wone who tolls 

me to do something and he's not willing to do it himself. If he can 

do it himself then YThy not clo it? 

The impression I have froJT. tl1c other:-o is that the her,d here is 

sympathetic torrards P.E. Do you corlfi:cm that? 

I think that is quite true. As far as P.E9 goes we get a lot of 

facilities, ne get a lot of things laid on and there again the P .E. 

dept. taJcc their turn in laying on things for the .school; things 

l:Uce displays o 

Have you had any trips out with the pupils 1 
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Yes I took .:1 group out three weeks e,go for a canoeing rreck-end. 

They thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Is it c.. side thc..t ncede developing h~..:rc Ol' is it a.lrca.,g.Y ;1cll 

develonecl.? 

They do use Town c~mp fo:c c.ll sort,s nf things like science l'ieck 

ends and the P.:E. dept. does run one week per year for outdoor 

activities, but that is as fer c_;,n it goes. I think if I had stayed 

here I would have done a lot more at week ends, especially during 

the sunmer months. 

What sort of things in the traditional pattc:cn of college traini!?£;, 

would you change? 

-vVhen I was at college I visited various colleges ::.s a sports rep. 

far my own college, and I wc~s very conscious of the fact that as 

you go round the better F-..nown colleges such a.s Cnrnegie, St. Lulces 

Loughborough, they were turning out professional sportsmen and not 

teachers of P.E. I think our college was far ahead of these in this 

respect, because they taught students how to teach P.E. rrhich I 

think colleges should be doing. Very often the case is that they 

will teach the advancement in a p,s;rticular skill but although this 

helps I think c ollcgcs rnis s out on teaching you how to teach a 

subject. I think this is where a lot of c alleges fdl down. I 

have colleagues r.rho nould ag-ree vd th that but there <U'e some 

students who want to be taught more sport, more knowledge, 1;1ore 

technique. I think that stud.ents going straight from school were 

told that they were going to lca.rn how to teach r::. subject I think 

that would stand with the students. 

I have the impression that there e.re certain schools in Hucklcbrough 

that e.re hyper-competitive. That they arc making P.E. teachers in.i._q, 

sports club managers and tl1e only thing that matters is the training 

of the teams to beat the other schools. 

I would think that there are certain schools that do concentrate on 

the best pupils in the depts. Vlhen I vras o,t (nc'Ulled school) which VWJ3 

a traditional g.ce.mmar school and played rugby, they said tho lst XV 



over there, the J."lC)._rt best against thorn ::;_nd the ones that were 

left there 1 s a ·ball off you goo Go and h2.ve c. game ·between 

yourselves o That ~-:D.S it ~.nd I think on c. laJ.·gcr b:;,sis, that wo.s 

just the rugby o Now it :i_ s r1h c-.. tt:vcr is coming up i1ext like the 

torm championships~ the st[1ff concentrc.te on one pro'ticuls.r g.coup 

and the rest do whs.t they want to do. Probably in this school we 

do son1ething like tl1e_-\~, lmt we pull kids out of lessons o A 

fortnight before championships, we pull kids out of lessons, but 

we don't forget about the rest of them. 

Does that alwa;ys happen? A:re the rabbits catered f'or as well? 

In this school these kids :;.re catered for, maybe not as good as 

they should be, but they a·e catered for, and they arc happy doing 

·what they nre set to do. 'ile orge.nise them first before ·working vdth 

the other athleteso 

End of Recordil?E. 

No Follow-up Cornnents 



13th July 1975. 

How long have _you been here? 

'rwo years I came straight from c olle€;e. 

How have you found teaching? 

I have found it disappointing. You come from college with so 

many great ideas :md it just doesn't work really. 

Which were the most disaDpointing areas? 

but when I first came to this school, the first words ·by my head 

of department were (interruption)., •• the first dey that I came 

here my head of department said "I work from nine to fow.· like 

any other teacher •••• I don't believe in an,y out of school 

activiJcies. If you v:ant to do that then fair enough. 11 So 

when you are confronted with that, you think •••• ucrumbs ••• where 

do you start from •••. ?" So that to do anything liJce out of school 

activities have been up to you. You've got no backing from hir; at 

all. And let 1 s f'ace it when you are doing P .E. out of school 

activities are part of yow.· job. Teaching from nine to four is 

just not on ••• is it? That 'nas day one, I thought, "Hugh, •• well 

we see how it goes from here. 

1:/hat were you looking farwarD to most of all? 

Just getting to the teaching situation ••••• getting to know the 

children ••• and nhat you c auld do ••••• you. know you ore given these 

ideas and you look forward to just putting them into pr·actice. 

Did you have any sub;ject preferences? 

I'm an allrounder •.• but I nas quite interested in dance •••• \·1hich 

I started here with first years. But as it wasn't really in the 

curriculum, I had to mc:..ke it when we were in the gyl1t for six 

weeks or in the sports hall. •• so I did it when we were in the 

sports hall. But only with the first year. But then the following 



year l didn 1 t have those first yee.rs so I eouldn' t carry it 

on. Ther<O \laS no c (Jl1tinui ty. I had 011E: sec on a ~,-r::s_r c LJSi3. 'gyJI 

at;ain, but they nere the yourl{:;est of the second year with the 

eldest of the first year so they gradualljr covering had to be 

virtually the sar.1e, ••• 

Tell me more c.bout the dance. So many students leave college with 

q. _tremendous enthusiasm for do.nce but once the,y get out into schools 

it doesn't last. I sbov~d be interested in vour experiences f'or all 

that it has been in six weeks sessions. 

It 1 s very difficult because you have six '.veeks then you're back in 

the gym. then to go bc4.ck again yov.'ve e;ot to eitber cexry 'Jl1 afresh •.• 

;,,nd they've for::; ott on everything they've done, •• or go back over some 

o:f tbe :§;rouna. you have e.lread;); covered 2.nd that means you aTe not 

progressing. As it h2.ppenect I have all first year for gylil all on 

the same &,~r. Ancl fcr.c me to teach dance all day long, especially 

rtith first years because you are covering the same ground all the 

time ••••• you get a bit fed up I suppose 1 and it shows in the lesson. 

If they were spread out more in the week it would be a lot better. 

Dance all da,y just drained me. The first ones you are alright but 

by tlle end of the day •••• But facility wise ••• have to hunt around 

far tape recorders e.nd the accoustics in the sports hall are not 

vel"Y good anyriay and He only had a broken old tambourine •••• until 

I did get a nen one. And the apparatus is in "Alladin's Co.vc" ••• 

for example last year ne asked for some rwckey sticks • They were 

supposedly ordered. They didn't arrive and then we v1ere given these 

new rubbers to pu_t on the nen sticks. It just didn't make sen.se. 

I've never knonn anything like it. ,.Ol.J. know when you've come out 

of college you think "Oh well perhaps its me .•• I.ra.;rbe I 1 r,, thin.1dng 

on different lines. 

Working in a team can be extraordin..,:.ril.Y difficult ••• yet it -is 

essential. 



I think th&t works if the lXI'BoD ;;:.t th: hecld is someone :you can 

respect •. Altl101).[;l1 yot1 maJ.r r1ot ncces sa.r il~/ asree r:itY~ all ths:t the:l 

r:ay to tolc:r? -tin::; '' L; [; f:)j!;,. 1 c1oa' t 

but I don 1 t }~::.ve one ounce of respect fo:c my Head of Dep:•.rtment at 

all. 

7i1la t stick::: in your thr oso.t? 

There \'.'8.S an incident ':lith <:.Lnother member of tlv: de:ps.:r·tment when •• , 

the bell had just gone and he said, 11 You.' a better· get to yom~ 

She was so 2.nnoyed th2.t she tur·ned round a;nc1 retc.liated. "You 

C::J.llnot. s::;,y that when yo1.:~ don't even :::;o to your classes 11 I mean he 

will sit in e. roor:1 o.nc send his kids out fo:c football. Well that's 

not teaching, It 1 s not fair on the chilciren. :mother time, EtS it 

so happened, I rras working nith him s.t one point anc1 the boys very 

T2.rely went .•ut. to t:;[:.rnes 1 they were just humping things from one 

lJle.ce to another to stare in another place. And there Has a student 

coming and he was brint;ing therr. round s.n·i the lacl came up to him 

c..nd said, "Oh sir, are we doing t;;ames today"? And he sort of 

v;hacked him one and said "Of course you are. You always do it ... " 

111Nell I haven't brought my kit because ne haven't done it lately." 

I get the impression that you must have been very unhappy. 

To start nith in my fh·st ye::r J rmsn't particularly happy, I haC. 

some very difficult classes. I he.d one class in my frrst yeor ••• 

a fifth class of Drakes .F:Lelc.L t'ncl there r:ere some really rough 

tirls •••• Sometimes I used to be frightened. There n::ls one p:Jrticular 

girl ':'tho came frot:, e. very had. bc_tckground. Her mothel" had been 

murdered, she rr:1::: :::. ~Jrosti tute. She .,,:~:.s :::. l'eo.lly rou.t:h girl, in ::1 

ROSLA class 1:ho just clidn' t r1ant to know •••. I had to b1·ine; ther:1 frow 

the .B:ceakv:s.ter to here on'- bus. It y;as cc class of 26 ... ccnrl c:.p:yro~~. 

10-11 rroula. de~ ::;,:o,mes. l.::y ol•liga.tion was with those who were doing 

games. I didn 1 t see why I shoulcl :3pend time lookin::; after those 
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people •••• They came up nnd I'd say, "Sit down" or "J.ust stand 

here ar1d watch. !t '.'lhcn we got up here they strcnmed. off the bus 

that they would probably be up to something. Vir1en I walked across 

they zoomed from the back thrcntgh tbJ_s grass c.nd rrerc runnin.:; 

across the: rugb~r field. ('fell :::.s it l1appens f..!r. D. wo..s there •• ,. 

But they t;ot me into such a ( tiz) •• ,I dicln' t know what to do 

(I'T.V. gestures of 11o~Jelessness) well O.K. you don't 'i'iiD them al1, 

but r;hen you try so h2.rd like thut •• • .tm;y~·.'G:Jr he brought them b:;;.ck 

anc1 I said, "I 1 m just not talcint; tbem ••• my ob1igo.tions are \'lith 

those who v:ant to clo gaiiles !! • 

out •••• they went to someone e1se if they Vieren't doing games. But 

it took a long time for that to happen. 

After that episode, those that wanted to do .~<u11es with you, did. 

'_rhe others chose to p:o with somebody else.! ·..:2 

They dilli'1 1 t choose they were told to go to J:iss E. as a matter of 

fact. 

'iVhat about those who stg.Yed far the r;ames? 

Oh they \'ler·e alright. They changed ••• they vHmted to do gaines. 

The re1ationship nas alrigbt ••• they said "Oh I' rn glad they've gone. 

Now we can play a game • " 

So on the e:x:perience of that particu1a.r ch"ss you Ytould be happy 

to see ge.mes as a vo1untary activity? 

Yes, definitely. Definitely. Especi&l1y when they haven't been used 

to doing P.E. all the way through. Fnir enough if they have a t:cadition 

with set stcmd:;'Tds •••• that have been bui1 t up cc1l the i'fa:jr UlJ through 

the school. '!.'hen they ~tre geo.reo_ to P.E. But if they have not been 

used to doing it then not only is it not fair on them it is not fair 

on the person who is teaching them. 
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Vl11at other thin.<Ys did vou do with them? 

Hell ·.·;e did r ollel' hockey o ,And Badminton and other thing;;:. o ••• 

Volleyball. ••• It was 0 oK. once we hacl the bacl ones out of the 

clc:.s s. 

isn't it? To a certain e:dent. You c..re c:;iven the choice of 

cluss •.. oBnt I'd never' 1cn.ov,rn o.nytt .. irtg liJ.:e it .? .. t 8.11. 

\%ere did you train? 

Yarmond. 

So you would train in very different circumstances? 

I went to Comprehensive school~ ::end that v::s.s un excellent school. 

They had catered for ROSLA kids. They had a leism·e afternoon where 

they had the <J.rmy youth te<::.rn and they would go off to Clattercamp 

sh."'iing etc. 

So you are guite lookinp; forw·ard to moving away? 

Yes I am. 

Y!ere yotJ. ever so miserable that you did not want to come in to school? 

I':o. No. I'm not that sort of person. I'll go in and say "r ve got to 

get over this somehow. 11 If you. ciJ.d th:d you would never do anything 

would you? There were days that I thought I don't fancy this but 

there was never a day that I stayed off school. In one r:ay it's 

been a goocl experience e,nd in another, it's not. 1-Tot for your first 

year I don't think ••• ~Tot kids like that anyway. :Sccausc it frightened 

me (Je,1JGh of :relief in retrospect). 

Do you ·bJce your problems home? 

Yes .•.• I suppose I would have clone. I y;ss living yfith <:~nothei' giJ.~l then • 

.. 'i.nd she ·;-ras teachin,z in a Junior School. I would come home and moe.n 

a1)out the thugs ••••• 
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You mu.st have r;ot over this bec&.use you s.rc no,·: poirw to teach 

in a. Technical School •••• Collc1c;;e •••• dealint<; with older pc oplc. 

OJJ-bions when I went clown. 

:::.lot more dc.nc.e thc:ce ••.• which I oJ11 quite l=ccn on. It's been 

an e::pcr lc Iie c 

You must feel thc.t you've served a pretty roupjh u:pprenticeshin 

here ••••• it 1von 1 t c orne much rou_g\1er. 

1 c1on 1 t think it wou~d, quite honestly. 

Did your tra.inii\E: prepare you for dealing ·d th older t;r-pes of pupils? 

Not really, no. I think they ••••• 

How do I prel?are my students for this ki nii of l':ork? 

It's very difficult. Because I suppose you've got to be carefu~ when 

you are dealing '.vith students. You don't want to frighten them off 

do you? 

But isn 1 t this how life is? 

I suppose they have to be made av1are •••• I don't ree.lly knov1 how 

to go about that. I meo.n obviously they read a1)out these sort of 

things but ;you don't think they will hal)pen to you. Do you? 

There vras one good thing e.bout the collec;e I rtent to, ne all llad to 

do a junior practice ••• s.nd it bre3..ke you in. We used to go one 

:Ji'ride.y morninc every neck anc1 then ::.. block prc.ctice •••• It breaks 

you il1 for ·:.chen you Clo go into tl1e seconds.ry school. It builds 

yourself up. .i>.nd if you can co:!.Je with those 0 .K. then you should 

be a1Jle to cope ••.• (hesitancy here ••• a bit lost) (realising the 

inconsistency of eTgUJnent and persoml experience). 

Do you teach swirruning? 



Yes. It'2 not one of the tbings I i'lOUld do unless I had to. 

It 1 s not my scene. I woulQ rather do dance. There is 2, lot 

Can I tm·n to the fifth year. '.'fuat <:Lre the things which have 

'rmrked1
• ~.'/hat Gl.l'e the thinc;s where you have simply rJecn 0. 

clis.:tl:Jbuto:c of equiDment ••• c1ishii13__out table tennis bats etc. 

I think the trouble today is the.t they have too much to choose 

from. I remembe1~ when I iK~s c;t school you h::>.cL either this or 

that. And you did it. Eow you have r~o much choice. Not just in 

these choices. 

If you were stp.vinR; here v7ould .xou tdve less choice? 

Ideally yes. Dut it V!ou.lcl. be dif'ficul t, because they have been used 

to so much. To change so l"codically vould IJrobably not be right. 

But if' you started off that wa;y ••••• 

flhat choices have you been involved in? 

I've clone hockey, netlx1.ll, indoor games, rounders. And they've 

got this thine if it is cold the2' d.on't rrant to go out. It reG~lly 

does c:·.nnoy me, you know. Cun we wecu· our tr-ousers? You s:...~y ·that if 

they brine; stratch trouser-EO. or tr.:;.cksuit bottoms you can 'aea:c them. 

"Oh no ·we o~~e not rrcarinc those" ••••• "cc::.n •:ie vrear our jeans"? I'To. 

They can't seem to c;et it into thei::c' heads. They've t_;ot to l)c 

~l~~ving too much choice ••.• ho':' to t::''-~'--3''-' it. 

If it nerc knmm in the :fOlJY'th ve~:.r the. t P.r. \'Jere to be mD.de 

volunta:cv in the r,..,ifth vc;a.r. ~,n1Ect ·.'iOUlcl be t.J-,e effect? 

That is \.'bc:~t :Ls ho.lJpening nc:d year sctually. 



}" t=:ojP .: • ...,~ .,1 l,...o 

'.'!ill P.E. disappear in. the fi±'th year? 

choice. '.7c 1ll say -~·:e nill 0.o it 1)nt we non't l)rint; mJT kit. So I 

it 1.vb.en t.he2i rJE.~_rd: -{"~ () ()_o it. P)ut that I s o.l1. There rriJ.l l1e Ct f::dr 

fCY! --~;]"'10 will come c,long for the rid~: . 

Horr many of the present fifth ye8.l"l . will continue with any form 

of snort? 

About :::, cl.ozen 01.1t of the whole fifth year that I can thinlc of. 

Do you think that the P .E. profession should be concerned about 

this or not? 

have offered them the opportunity to do these things then it is 

·::.hei:-c choice whei1 they le2..ve school. .il.nd i:f they clon' t want to 

carry these U:tings on after ;;chool then that 1 s their choice. 

You lay the foun<lation then its u.p to them. 

"{iould you judge the eff'ectiveness of' ;yam~ teE\ching on the numbers 

who nould vrish to continue in a suort af'ter school? 

·.'n1at they do in their leisure time iB their choice. 

I get the imp1·ession that there is :.:~ lot to choose f'rom in Hucklebroue;h. 

To be quite honest I don't lmow a lot t:.hont ;:ucklebrough fc.cilities 

2,t neek-end ••. o:c very roTely. I have not come from the area. ·There 

are the Youtb ClulJs •••. (she he.cl little tno~'lle::dc;e of the opportunities 

in the are2.). There are Ol:•portlmities if they \':ant to look for them. 

I used to play hockey fat' a team in the town. There u2.s one girl from 

thiEJ school in the club. There \'!ere several from other schools in 

the town. I think there is room to improve the links with the cluJ)s ••• 
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but it is np to the individuul. You can't spoon feed them all 

the time. I think you can tell tltei!l. If they re.::..lly YIE.nt to d:::> 

it then they will finc1 ~· wa;/ themselves. Thc11 ii'"' tl'e;;,c c:re coins 

to do it they will do it, not becccuse you ho.vc suggested it. 

Is there any list given to the punils here to helr: the kids :ret in 

touch with the clubs"? 

r:o. '!le don't even see the coucses that e.re av2.ilable to us. The 

co1J.rse tl-lctt I vlar.tted to go to, a dEuJ.ce cou:-cse, I did11't lcnori it 

·was on. It \7E·.;~ just pinned up here ••• ancl I reo.d it •• • exd I looked 

at it ae:;ain cJ.nd it was for the exc::ct c1s..y that it v:as put FlJ• 

A:pplicatio:l forws should have been in the neel: previov.sly. So I 

saii1, "How lon::: h2.ve you had this"? 11 0h it only came toclay" •••• I 

mee.n we never see anything ••• conferences thut e.re going on ••••• 

com"ses o..nd so on. There is no comnl1Xoicc.<.tion here at all. It 

e.mGzes me. But to be quite honest he is just not interested in 

the children ••• in the school. He v;c..nted to stru."t golf s.nd he nanted 

to buy some golf bc.gs and he said he >'ianted to take them out of 

the P.E. requisition. We've umpteen golf clubs in Aladin's Cave •• 

And things like th2,t. which e.re very much a minority sport •• and there 

QI'e things like hockey sticks which o.re just, well, in.:.cO.ec_rLJ.ate. 

Thin.:;s like '-' r·Tetball court. Th~'.t 1 s still not me,terL?~lised. ':fe 've 

had to chalk lines on the .§,Tound for matches. It';:, just not on ••• 

It's not f&.ir on ·the kid:.;. I mean ne go away to other schools, 

l?.nd tl.-Jey 1ve got umpteen lines out. 

':!'nat are you lookin;co; forwa.rd~to most in your new nost? 

Getting myself settled. And beconinG p::,rt of ~~ community. Pcre I 

haven't really r)cen pe.rt of the commt<11ity. To get my feet in th<O 

P.E. of thut ::..rec.. Just to belont; somenhere really, I SlJ.ppose. ~Lnd 

just to get some cnthu.si2.sm back. 

End of recoraing 

lTo follow-up comments 



17th July, 1975. 

I am going to Yarmond next term. I am pleased that I am going there 

actually because when you come out of college you come with all these 

ideas. I came into this job ready to tackle anything, to get cracking 

and make a success of it and I have been so disillusioned •••• very 

disillusioned, so I am looking forward to going to Yarmond to start 

all over again. 

Where are the areas of disillusionment? 

Well when I was at college I had very good teaching practices. I was 

lucky I was at Richmond Convent for one Teacrdng Fl·actice, final Teaching 

Practice, no discipline problems or aeything like that. And that was 

really super. For one practice I was up in Middleton in Tees dale at 

a small secondary school. I only had a small handful of pupils - no 

more than 12 in each lesson. My first practice was at a junior school 

so that I didn't have my eyes opened until I actually started teaching. 

So that here, a rough comprehensive school - I just didn't know what I 

was coming to. When I think of it, my experience at college ••• I wasn't 

really prepared for tackling a job like this. I've had reports that I 

have done extremely well and they are very happy with my work •••• and I 

am getting to know the job now but I was not really prepared in myself 

for this type of job. 

It hasn't put you off getting another job in a secondary school? 

Ylhen I was at college, I couldn't make my mind up whether I wanted to 

do a junior school or secondary school training. Well with P.E. I would 

have to go for a secondary school because there aren't many specialist 

P.E. posts in a junior school, to do full-time P.E. If the opportunity 

came for me to get a job in junior school I would go to •••• Not because 

I dislike the older ones so much, but I am in love with taking the younger 

ones. But in secondary schools you can get your teams going •••• you know, 

I do a lot of netball and athletics. 

The teams are your favourite area? 
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Yes. Mind you I have been disappointed. I think its may be just 

because of Hucklebrough area itself, in the type of homes the pupils 

come from, the area they live in. I found, when I started here~ the 

children didn 1 t really wa...."lt to know r:1uch about P .E. becau.se I thought 

they would come to me with all their ideas and give me everything 

they'd got. But I've had to work hard for ~hing to get out of the 

children, for anything I've had produced from them. 'l'he first years 

are very enthusiastic. They really enjoy their P.E •••• I really enjoy 

taking them, they're no problem. But the other ones, second, third 

and fourth and fifth you've really got to draw it out of them ••• it's 

quite a difficult job really. I sometimes feel that I am knocking 

my head against a brick wall. 

Don't you think secondary school teachers must be prepared for failure? 

I know in my first term I would come in and say to J.A ••••• you know I 

was quite worried, the children are not producing what I want them 

to do •••• you know I am wantine; them to do all kinds of ••• you know 

I often felt as though ''Oh the lessons'' failed. Well not a failure, 

in the fact that it 1 s been rubbish you know ••• they've worked for me 

but they haven't done exactly what I wanted them to do ••• And it took 

me a while to realise. It worried me that I was not getting exactly 

what I wanted but as J.A. said, "you'll have good lessons, you'll have 

bad lessons; you'll have lessons where you will learn such a lot from 

them; And you get shocks in some lessons and surprises in others." 

And its happened •••• It's quite true. 

Did you take your worries home with ;l2U1 

Oh yest First term. I'm too conscientious •••• far too conscientious •• 

I am not so bad now but the first term I used to take it all home with 

me •••• and think what have I done wrong? 

You felt pretty miserable about it? 
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Yes. I have done. I must admit I have done. It was just worry. I 

worry too much. I realise now that especially now that we've had 

some third year students from Battle Cross and I look at them and I 

think; I was just like them when I first started teaching. And I can 

see, through them, how if you just relax and just accept just all 

that's going on and so long as you have got your lessons planned and 

you go out and take the girls, well one or two things might go wrong ••• 

you just have to accept that what goes wrong how you can adjust it and 

not to worry about it and not to brood over it •••• just try and sort 

everything out in your own mind and not to worry about it. That 1 s what 

I've found. And I've found things ••• they are going so well now. I 

rarely ever v.rorry now ... j'lHrl: when people like you come in~ 

You were saying a marne nt a.£Q th§:.i...:l.QU w~- happy within the dei?artment • 

It was th~ schoo;!.__l.:t~.elf _t!}at was the basis of the _ _Q.is~;!.l:usJ-oprnent. 

Well this is my first experience in a big comprehensive school. Now 

I've alw~s felt as though I've got to know children so well I feel as 

though we've had a very close relationship with them and that I know 

them, but since I've come here I can quite honestly say there's half 

the children in this school I don't know. And to me it's wrong that. 

I mean children can go along the corridor I don't actually teach them. 

I only have half the first year and half the second year. I find with 

netball teams that they are alJ. the children who I take ••• who come to 

netball •••• the other half of the school, who I don't take don't come, 

and that sort of thing. As far as I am concerned, comprehensive schools 

are far too big. There are 1200 here. I suppose if I were staying I 

would get to know more children. You can't expect to know them all in 

one year. It's wrong really to leave •••• ! think you ought to stay in a 

school at least two years. 

Don't you think that you have learnt so much that it might be a good time 

to change an.ywa.y'? 

Well yes ••• that's how I do feel ••• I feel as though I have such a lot 

behind me now to take with me to Yarmond. I feel as though I want to have 
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a really successf'ul year next year. I mean I've learnt such a lot 

this year. 

Is this a pretty tough neighbourhood area? 

Yes ••••. the quicker they get out of' school to light up a cigarette 

the better f'or them. That's their attitude. And trying to get them 

staying behind af'ter school. Now one person once said to me that 

"it 1 s you who have f'ailed if' you can 1 t get the children to stay behind. 11 

And I object to this strongly because I don't think that it is. I've 

got a very good relationship with the children, I f'eel as though I am 

doing quite well, P m copiug with what I am teaching ••• We have very 

enjoyable lessons. But trying to get them to stay behind af'ter school 

is terrible. It's really dif'f'icult. 

Isn't it dif'f'icult to get teams? 

It 1 s extremely difficult. ThR.t 1 s one big disappointment tha.t I have 

had. I am hoping it will be dif'f'erent at my new school. I think that 

it will be dif'f'erent. 

I was interested in your point that your teams were made up of' the 

pupils you actuall~~aught ••••• the personal contact •••• you must then 

f'eel that this is successf'ul? 

I'm certainly not going to adopt the attitude that I've f'ailed in that 

respect. I haven't. I wouldn't let anyone s:.w that I have, because I 

have tried and the children who come, they enjoy it. I mean they have 

reached quite a good standard •••• one of' the girls I've had through to 

County Netball. A f'ew of' them have been through to County Athletics. 

Is Netball your particular strength? 

Yes. 

Do you think that Hucklebrough caters well f'or netb~ll f'or the school 

leavers? Are there opportunities f'or them? 
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Well. ••• Fii'th form you camwt get involved. in Netball in any case. 

There is not one girl in the fifth form that will come to Netball. 

Most of them skive out of P.E. Whether or not they will change their 

minds when they leave school and decide to join a. netball club ••• I 

VPXY much doubt. Especially this school. But there's a very high 

standard of Netball in the area ••••• Fleetwith, Gargrave, Dovedale 

there's a very high standard •••• Both Sen; or and Junior netball. I 

don't know if there is provision for them when they leave school I 

don't know quite honestly. 

Is P.E. compulsory? 

Yes. And the girls strongly object to that. Sometimes I feel - well, 

I can't understand their point of view. But there again if its too 

much for them to go out and play a game of netball, when they start 

work, if they can't find the energy to do that how on earth are they 

going to do their jobs I don't know. 

Is there anything that they have shown interest in at all? In the Fifth year? 

They prefer sports like Badminton, Squash •••• all they want to do is have a 

knock about. They think they are playing a game. But they are so unskilf'ul 

they can't get a good game going. But they won't do the skill practices. 

It's quite difficult really. Far people who are really keen •••• there are 

plenty of activities after school far them to develop in skill •••• The 

Youth Centre do a lot of activities after school •••• they do Badminton. 

The girls tell me that they play at the Youth Club. They do Badminton ••• 

have pop records and things •••• sornetimes they have the trampolines out. 

Do you think that its a good idea to have a youth centre attached to 

the school? 

Well it is really from a P.E. point of view, it is. Because they would 

rather ••••• when they go off to school they do it of their own free will 

and do it because they want to do. In P.E. in school hours with it being 

compulsory, they do it because they've got to. 
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Would you prefer it to be voluntary? Suppose you had discussed it in 

the Department would you vote for voluntary P.E. or not? 

I don't know. I am u:ndecided. Healthwise they ought to ••• it should be 

compulsory ••• well why shouldn't they expend a bit of energy on a netball 

pitch? But when you have a group of girls, really rough, tough girls, 

who don't want to do it, I think why should I have to go out there and 

make them? It annoys me sometimes and I think that it shouldn't really 

be compulsory. But thereagain, there is no reason why they shouldn't do 

it. 

Even thougb they have compulsory P.E. do you think it makes a ncrap 

of difference to their health? 

They had a lecture from the health visitor who came in and she gave 

them a talk on why they should do P.E. etc. And the girls appreciated 

what she was saying to them. They sort of accepted, "Well, you should 

ree..lly do P.E." It is just laziness that they won't do P.E. When 

they had had the talk from this health visitor they all sat there 

looking interested and she convinced them. 

Do you think it changed the attitude f~~..J!.bile? 

It did for one lesson, but through sheer laziness ••••• 

Do you think we ought to do more 'KeeE_Fit' kind of activ~ties jn~~~ad 

of going for the Netball, Basketball, Gymnastics? 

Well I did think of that. A lot of them enjoy doing dance •••• 5th year. 

It goes down extremely well. ••• first, second and fifth year j very well. 

I was so surprised because I thought doing dance with fifth years would 

be extremely difficult. But I have had most pleasure teaching fifth 

year. 

I find that interesting, because dance is one of the things that many of 

the students leave us, liking dance, looking forward to teaching dance in 

school and find that they can not. There is so much resistence to it. If 

your pupils had more dance and less of the Badminton •••••• 
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Do they have option.s in the fif'th year? 

They do •••• they get some options. I think as far as netball and 

hockey is concerned it shouldn't be too compulsory. But things like 

dance should be ••••• Badminton and these activities they get out of 

school because they go to the Fun Palace at Laithes. There is squash. 

There is Badminton, ice-skating; there is swimming. I thi!l.k they 

should do this in the fifth year and not so much emphasis on netball 

and hockey. For all that I am keen on it, it should not be compulsory. 

It is more an individual skill that they want to do rather than a game. 

It is interesting that although they show hostility to an activity at 

school they will get involved in it at a youth centre ••• , Probably because 

there is nothing else to do. 

Did you say that there was a Squash Court here? 

Yes, one which folds away. In the sports hall. The boys use the 

facilities more than the girlso ••• a lot more. 

\Vhat 9}l~~Q.ll~_9-_xou li~-~-j; o se~ __ :i.:_J]__"t)!_~ _ _El}:[pJ.C..§:.~~~Q..~_9~tion_de..Qg_t_l)!~nt 

here? 

When I first started, I thought P.E. should not be compulsory. If it a 

case of giving them options, choosing what they want to do, children 

need to be guided. Even at fifth year stage, they need to be told what 

to do. If we just said to our fif'th year girls you have got an option 

you can do what you like they would all wander dovm to the toilets. You 

have got to make it compulsory far them. I appreciate that now. 

So you have fluctuated a bit! 

If' it was their own choice there would be a few who would do it and a lot 

who would lark about but by saying "Corne on ,you have got to do it e.nd we will 

try and enjoy it, 11 they make a point of trying to. And it seems that you 

get more out of the lesson. Sometimes if' it is raining outside and you 

are meant to be doing netball and you say what shall we do? You give them 

a bit of choice, most of them choose dance. We enjoy the lesson. Nmv 
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until you get on these terms with the girls ••••• when we first c;tartcd 

it was a case of "We don't want to do this. We don't want to do that." 

And so I said~ "I don't want to teach you if you are in that mood." I 

said, "I don't want to teach you, you don't want to do P.E. why not 

make the best of both worlds and try and enjoy the lesson with you. 

And then they make a point of trying to do it. It is quite difficult 

building up a relationship with the girls. 

It does. A lot of them are leaving this week and they are coming 

up and saying, 'Well, you are goine: as well". And they sa..Y "Cheer io" 

and I am quite touched by it •••• people who I thought were hostile. 

So you have mixed feelings about going? 

I do, yes. These children put on a tough face but underneath they 

are very soft •••• extremely soft underneath. 

Oh yes. lf7ell I get on well with most people. 

Have you ever spoken about ~o~~~~~y~ur pro~essional progress to 

the Head? Does he show any interest in you as a person or as a member of 

his team •••• or to discuss P.E.? 

No not really. Well we have a new headmaster and he's not one for P.E. 

P.E. doesn't matter very much to him ••••• To him I don't think it would 

matter if it wasn't on the programme. 

When you say that.o •• it is a general imuression? Are y_ou sure that this 

is what lt.._t:_ really thinks? 

All I know is. o •• well I have never actually spoken to him myself. All I 

know is that the Head of P .E. Dept o ••• and whenever we want anything in the 

Department ••••• we have to fight right left and centre to get it. 
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Most definitely~ I mean people thiP..k that you. 0.re noJ~ doing the same 

wo:t"'k as anyo11e else o Tt1e:l think tl1at :-lou are onl:J .. skivers. I mean 

I get a little bit annoyed. .4. few weeks ago ••• it v;as exams week and 

because of the fact that you were not actually teaching, they said 

"Oh well a P.E. Department can be used to invigilate because they 

have nothine; else to do". And I got really annoyed about this because 

of the fact •••.• Friday afternoon that week we had a first year sports 

meeting of 10 tutor groups. Now I had ten teams to select. Track 

events and field events ••• 10 teams, now I had all that work to do 

in a rna tter of two days. And JJeople kept c uwiniS anu Baid "You have 

to invigilate ••• 11 and in the end I just threw everything down and 

said, "now look I have got my work to do the same as everybody else." 

Why are the P .E. department •••• "You don 1 t have any marking to do ••• 11 

You know •••• it 1 s all the P.E. department d~ they (the pupils) are not 

out on the fields, so you 1 ve got to get cracking. Now for me, I have 

so much ~·l!'itten work to do.,. .. administrative work writing out teams ••• 

I do have a lot of written work involved with P.E ••••• I really lost 

my temper about it. 

Was that a good thing? 

Yes. Because I thin.k that we have to let them know that we are teachers 

just the same as them •••••• We have been to college just the same as 

them. Our subject, to me, is just as important. In this school P.E. 

is not really strong enough. 

So this attitude is not from the Head alone but from other members of 

Staff? 

Senior staff o ••• Well J ,A.,, she 1 s been here five years. Vfuen she came 

here there wasn't anyone doing P .E. full-time. There was just a part-timer •• 

So in these five years she's built up this department and established P.E. 

throughout the school. A whole range of activities which they have never 
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The P.E. DepGrtment has just got itself on its feet. The old Headmaster 

he used to be a P.E. teacher himself, so obviously things went quite 

well. ••• things 1'ieren't dif'ficult to get going. And now we've got this 

new Headmaster ••••• and the .the P. E. department hc.s just sort of ••• the 

impression you get is its just gone back out of the window where it 

was f'ive years ago. It 1 s so disheartening. 

Vfuen did this head stru~t? 

He just started at Easter since I came. 

So you_would actually~ee th~s effect? 

Yes we h&.ve all found it upsetting •••• Really upsetting to think 

how well P.E. was established in the school and how well the facilities 

are used •••• and we all make the most of them. The. Headmaster has a lot to do 

with the atmosphere towards P.E. in the school. •• but it does reflect on the 

children •••• I am sure it does. 'l'hey don't take it seriously enough to 

start with, without the staff being without P.E ••••• Tt 's quite annoying 

really. Its not taken seriously enough I don't think by most members of 

staff. I mean one of my friends - she said to me the other week, "It's 

true, if you can teach P.E. you take any other subject in any classroom." 

She does art and she said she's had to come and take a P.E. lesson •••• and 

she said "You know what P.E. teachers have to go through ••• it's really 

difficult having to go and take a P.E. lesson ••• " She said, "I think 

you've got that little extra little qualification behind you - the fact 

that you can go out there and control children in an open space. 11 She 

says "all we have to do in the classroom is to sit them down and make 

them ntand up to control them." She said, "I think it takes that little 

extra bit to be a P.E. teacher." 

Getting cracking with my P.JL You know you go to college and get 

genned up on all this information and you come out of college feeling 
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great - really looking forwar<l to teaching •••• I like to get a lot 

of job satisfaction and by being here its been crushing. So I am 

looking f'orwara. to starting again and really succeeding next year -

job satisfaction is most important. The new head really takes a 

strong interest - its g:rAat. The P.E. department is highly regarded 

in the school by the children and the staff. 

I should_].ike to kee:e_ in_j;_guch~wt~.b_Y_C?~-~.§0:' ... £om~ along_ :tg li,i£!zJ-~:thJ'~.S-it~. 

to see if it works out-L~et_h~r_j._~J..j.._y~p_..)]l:__to_~~ctc;,tions .•.• jus~ i;;o 

~ how~_§-.!'~-~get~ing __ along. 

Yes by all means. It's nice to see sor,ieone' s taking an interest in 

what's going on ••• especially in P.E. There are excellent facilities 

here ••••• I don't think they are appreciated ••• But then why should 

anyone feel about P.E. the wey I do? 

That's true. Yes. I feelas though a lot more children I've met this year 

e.re more switched on to P.;~. than when I first came. I knovt I have 

succeeded with a lot of them. 

Vfuat is your measure of success? 

The fact that most of' them turned up to the lessons. That's one way. 

You can walk out and the fact that the children - girls - are chatting 

to you and they are carrying the things out for you whereas when I first 

started P.E. they were sitting down there with long faceso 

From your present knowledge do you think that most of the school leavers 

will get involved with some sport after they leave school? How many will 

actually do something when they leave school? 

Most of' them, I am sure, will be involved in the - Youth Clubs for after 

school leavers as >rell as fifth year ••• I am sure that most of them will 

be involved with Badminton and Squash etc. In Hucklebrough there's 

not much else f'or them to do - apart f'rom Youth Club. Not so much 
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Netball and Hockey and things like that •••• But Keep Fit ••• yes. I 

knovr I do quite a lot of Keep ]'it with the Dance and they en.ioy that, 

they think of their' figure and nice slim waist • 

.Uo you think that we should emphasise the health ::!.nd fit~,?S aspect of P.E.? 

Sure~ That's how I am winning them over. Yes -that works ••• the idea of 

a good complexion. 

Thank you for participating with my inguiry •••• and being so helpful. 

I hope I shall be able to keep the contact with ~ou. 

You must get sick of going around - but it is nice to talk to someone 

else besides my husband. He teaches handicraft but does a lot of P.E. 

himself. 

Do you play any sports yourself now? 

I haven't joined any particular clubs ••• Tennis or Badminton clubs 

but I go down with my friends a lot. Just once a week to Badminton. 

We go swimming a lot. I go along with my own friends. We go along 

to Laithes Fun Palace and Markton Recreation Centre. 

I do wish you well in your new post ••••• Have a good holiday first. 

Many thanks • 

End of Re cor din,g 
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Is this your first appointment? 

Yes. 

And you came when'!' 

Christmas •••• ! started in January '75 •••• I've just completed my 

probationery year. 

Are you f'rom Hucklebrough originally? 

No. I am from Sheffield •••••• I went to college in Durham. \'Jhen 

I left college I was a bit apathetic more than anything. And I 

wasn't really dedicated at all. I worked for a year. I thought 

that to go straight from college into teaching •••• I was unsure 

I decided to work for a year or so. 

Was that a difficult decision? 

No, not really. It was made easier with the difficulty of' getting a 

job. I worked on various jobs for a year and a half' and eventually 

decided that I started doing what I was trained for. I felt more 

ready far it then though. Much more ready. I know it sounds 

corny but I felt much more mature. (Reflected). I don't know what 

my outlook would have been had I come here straight from college. 

I think that it would have been much much different. But I think 

it has benefited me greatly. I think that the unfortunate thing 

at college is that they can't say "Well you are not doing the 

work •••• go". They can but it seems as though they don't have the 

push to say "Go on, out~" "Which would keep standards higher I 

think. They certainly dio.n' t •Nhen I was there o There were a lot 

of people who just. o •••• I would say that most people did the 

minimum of work. But there were ones who didn't even do that. 

They just had a very very good time. I used to work in South 

Yorkshire. After finishing College I got a job vrl.th a local builder. 

Renovating old property. 
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It will be useful when you come to do your own •••• .Are you married? 

Yes. Recently. Vie were married in the summer ••• and my wife has just 

got a job in the town. Yesterday. She is Junior School trained. Jobs 

are very difficult in County especially. "riiy wife was at the interview 

yesterday and a headmaster said to her that uit was fortunate that you 

did not complete your B.Ed." (wife had failed at end of third year) ••• 

"because County are not employing people with degrees in primary 

schools" •••• "because they have to pay them extra money •••• which they 

don't think it is worth it. It seems ridiculous •••• To get round it, 

they interview people and that is the last they hear of it. 

(Telephone interruption) 

Have you learned much in your first year? 

Looking back on my teaching practices I feel that it was a false 

situation. I thiruc the staff help a probationary teacher much more 

than a student on T.P. It seems strange to me. 

That suggests that you have had a lot of support in this particular 

school in your first year. 

Yes. I've had a lot of help ••••• but also I had a lot of help on 

most T .P' s ••• but looking back on it I would say that I have had. 

more since leaving college •••• I look at it on a long term basis 

;r.P. is only for six weeks •••• You can teach a topic just for 6 

vJeeks whereas in a school like this you have to get a follow-on. 

You don't just teach as on T.P., six weeks then forget about it ••• 

you don't take it any further. 

Do you feel fortunate to be working under I•lT. Bate 1 s leadership 

at this stage in yotrr career? 

I do agree. Ian is the best head of department in the town, I feel 

sure. From the heads of P.E. that I have met, he is by far the most 
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organised, the most educated and the best to work with. He seems 

very clear about what he is wanting; he knows what he r>xpects of 

his department ••• the communication from him is clear,, .whether 

you like v1hat he stands f rtr or not is another matter,,, -but there 

is no misunderstanding ••• no lack of' communication. 

Do you have much relationship with the other schools in the 

neighbourhood? Or are you isolated? 

There is quite a good transfer between the school because it is 

such a small town. And the schools are all very much the same • 

. Ll ... nd it•s:! con1-nun.i.t~,r in tl1e.t the football i3 intcr=>school and 

you get to know most people that wey. Everything is associated 

v;ithin the school and there's not much transfer out of the town. 

There are one or two teams that play sport out of the town ••• but 

it tends to be a closed network. 

So that most of the fi:xtures, in fact, socc~_rugby_. athletics, 

hockey ••••• are usually in the Hucklebrough territory. 

The rugby is the one that tends to go out of the town. Dracton, 

Yarmond. 

What is your personal commitment to extra curricular activities? 

My commitment is spread. Because I am not a master of one sport 

I'm a '.Jack of all trades' ..... I find myself not committed to 

any one thing. I must admit that I am not as dedicated to P.E. 

as Ian (Head of Dept) is. He is very very dedicated. He has his 

finger in everything. He likes to know about everything. Ylhich 

is good in as much as, if you have any problems he can back you 

up or ••••• tell you •••• if he doesn't happen to tell you so much 

as where you are going wrong ••• He tends to sit back and let you 

do it wrong and then say "You should have tried to do it like this" 

or "it might have been better to do it that way." 

Do you feel that you receive recognition far the work that you 

do? In the school generally. 
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It 1 s an awkward question really •••• I would say that you don 1 t 

receive that recognition that you deserve. But then I suppose 

that I a..m biased in that •••• we do clubs ••• and tha.t is the main 

deme.nd on my time. 

What do you do? 

Monday dinner-time I do a Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, taking 

a group of lads in the gym. doing physical efficiency tests in 

various activities ••• lvionday night I do a swimming training 

session. Tuesday dinner time I do either a Volleyball club or 

a ladies football club. Tuesda,Y night I do soccer clnb third or 

fourth or fifth year •••• straight after school ••• Wednesday dinner 

time I have off ••••• I think. Wednesday night I have free ••• I'm 

not sure (got up to a notice - I can tell you better if I refer 

to the timetable).o •• Wednesday night we do athletics ••• and Thursday 

dinner time I do swimming awards •••• And I think that's it really ••• 

And of course Saturday morning we have all the games fixtures an0. 

so on ••••• Friday dinner time I have a fifth year football practice. 

That is a lot of free time to be giving up isn't it? 

Yes, I think so. The thing is once you become used to doing it 

you find that when you do have a free dinner time you tend to 

go and watch somebody else's club - rather than just sit around 

in the staff room or just walk around school you tend to want to 

do something. That timetable is much easier than last year. It 

was much fuller • 

Is what you do, as represented on that timetable, (pointing to 

timetable), representative of the rest of the P.E. staff? or are there 

disparities? 

'.rhat' s pretty representative o We all •••• you see what Ian does, 

he asks you what activity or club you want to do. And what 

you might be interested in. o ••• and you are slotted in. 
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So he doesn't give you much option ••• he expects you to do some 

e:xtr·a cu:cricula.r activity? 

He expected us to do more last year. This yeill· it has tended to 

be more 11 if you want to do clubs you can •••• " I think you find 

as you go along the term •••• because standards of teams aren't 

quite as high as they used to be you find yourself doing more 

clubs. But Ian gives you the " ••• it's up to you ••• " 

Would the Headmas·ter know your commitment to ai'ter school activities? 

Well. •• I think he does lalow ••• I think he realises what~s going uu 

but he is more of an academic person. He is more interested in the 

academic side. He doesn't admit to it ••• I went to see him the other 

day and he said he was very conscious of what was happening in P.E. 

But I am not sure that he is. 

How me.rw times have you spoken to him si l'l..ce you came to the school? 

Once, 

I feel that's not very much communication. Do you feel that he might 

have gone out of his waY to talk to you a bit more? 

I don't know what commitments he's got. ]'rom where we are sat it seems 

as though he's in his office and that's it. Yfe don't know the work 

he has to do. It's the same with the deputy Head. Vfe have two 

deputy heads now, I think, both do a bit of part-time teaching. But 

for the rest of the time it's •••• it would seem that they sit in their 

studies. (long silence). 

Are you made to feel part of the community'? 

No it doesn't happen. 

Do you now feel part of the community'? After 12 months? 
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I do now. But the first term was terrible I felt a little bit 

isolated. Especially as I didn't know anybody in the town. 

I knew one friend. of mine •• and he lived in Laithes, which made 

it a little bit awkward. Living on yo11r nwn, it m~:.de it very 

isolated. 

Because you are spendi!l& so much time working lunch hours and 

evenings, does this isolate you from the rest of the staff? 

Partly yes. It's generally accepted in the school that the P.E. 

staff •••• they tend. to keep in their faculties ••.•. the same with 

tl1ey sit ii1 the 3taff ::.Jioo~ •.. P.Eo Storr in one corner an0_ Enel~.sh~!'~ 

the science and craft and the R.l£. History. 

I'm old fashioned enough to think that that is not a good thing. 

Do you think that I am just out of touch? 

No I agree with you. I think it is a bad thing in that there is 

no cohesion between the groups; each group is it's own thing 

and anything that that group •••• anything that puts the group 

out even though it m~ help another group greatly they won't ••• 

they very seldomly do it. That is the one problem with this school. 

In a school this size it is enormous •••• I mean there are still 

some of the staff I don't know the names •••• and after a year I 

think that is terrible. It really is. And with it being a split 

site •• with a school at the top and don't know how that school 

works at all •••.••• 

.Are you involved in P.E. exclusively? 

No I do art as welL 

And that will keep you on this site only? 

Yes. I have one double period a week up there. I have less art 

this year than last ••• but I want to keep my foot in the door you 

see •••• because I can foresee that I'm not going to be teaching P.E. 



all my life ••• as I said I am not a dedic2,ted P.E. man. I can't 

foresee getting to a Head of Department without a degree ••• 

I fear that P.E. is isolated too easi1,y __ at the moment in the 

re-organisation. 

Oh yes. 'I'here is a big conflict between P.E. here and Community 

Service. 

You must explain that to me. 

Commur..:i.t~- Service is '!irtne.lly ~·1m hy the Youth Centre and what 

happens is the.y organise working parties to go round old folks 

homes and paint or paper ••• dig the gardens and things • .And there 

is a big conflict between the time that is allowed for P.E. in 

the school and the time that is allowed for community service. 

At the moment P.E. has the upper edge in that it is far more 

organised ••••• because at the moment Community Service tends to 

be a little bit of a skive ••• for the kids ••• they tend to think 

of C.S. as an easy way out •••• which I don't think it should be. 

I like the idea of community service ••• it should be very very 

well organised •••• in that you go in ••• those six, one teacher 

take them out and go to such and such an address and you are going 

to do that and the other (clearly specified) ••• and if they don't 

get it done it follows on to the next and so on. That way it could 

work very well. But it seems as though they are going into the hall 

and sitting •••• and perhaps half a dozen from 50 or 60 kids which 

they sometimes have ••• these are the fifth year school leavers ••••• 

and these are the ones who they tend to be the layabouts ••• they 

tend to be the worst ones. 

Vfuere does the conflict lie then? Is this in competition with 

J?_.E! 

Partly yes. 'rhe head looks upon the two in exactly the same ·wa:y 

as if they were the same subject. And he thinks of P.E. as having 

too much time. Which I would agree with him to a certain extent. 



W'here could the _cuts be? 

The fifth form get too much P.E o ••• l?ourth year sometimes. 

How much do they __gct7_ 

Some fifth formers are getting something in the region of 10 

periods a week ••• I will give you an example ••• of one G-ordon 'X' 

very nice lad, very skilled, very good •••• He has a full afternoon 

on outdoor activities which involves archery, skatine, skiing, 

golf, orienteering and general camp craft. And then he has~ on a 

Wednesday two periods of indoor games o ••• Badminton, ta.ble tennis, 

trampoline, volleyball or roller skating again ••• and I think he has 

a volleyball and badminton option as well ••• Then he has a double 

period outside as well football or rugby. That's just eight that 

I know of ••••••••• 

Are there many boys like that in the school? 

Quite a few in the fifth form. I think this comes from doing CoS.E. 

P.E. which Ian is trying to get off the ground. 

Has anyone been through the C.S.E. Course yet? 

The present fi:fth year will be the first ones through. The unfortunate 

thing is that the people who are helping Ian do it have left. He seems 

to have taken it all on to his own back rather than delegate. I think 

that he doesn1 t trust us •••• which is unfortunate because I am very 

keen on the physiology •••• it's very basic •••• It's just to give them 

another piece of paper •••• 

No one from the fifth year opts out of P.Eo then? 

No •••• vre have six periods in the first year ••• six in the second and 

then it suddenly drops to two doubles •••• then the fourth year have 

somewhere back up to eight ••• they have the option again of outdoor 

activities or orienteering. 



You mentioned a rich assortment of options there ••• Does this take 

place on the school premises? Archery? 

It takes place in the sports hall. Holler skating in the sportshall 

'.'lith occe.sione.l visits to k>.i thes Ti'un P2J.g.ce. 'l'hP. e;nlf' to,ke!'. pl0.r.e 

in the sportshall or on the school field and we have licence to go 

to City Golf course. But we don't think it is fair to take kids who 

are still diggine; the floor up. And we sometimes go to the coast 

and play on the beach. 

Does this work well? 

It seems to do •.•• working much better this year than last. Last 

year was the first year. 

Vfuat about those boys who say I am not interested in aB)~hing 

"I have not brought mY kit" ••• and are really rebellious? I do not 

believe tr~t you dontt have any? 

Oh we have ••• we have a lot, unfortunately. I know it's the wrong 

opinion ••• I wouldn't say it to them but I think in my own mind 

well why has he come to school? •••• if he doesn't intend doing 

them"?..... In the end he does it. And if I can't make him do it 

I 1 11 just send him to Ian. We give them kit which we collect at the 

end. 

What have been your most uneasy or unhappiest moments in your twelve 

months? What have been the roots af anY anxiety or anger or depression? 

Looking back none of the episodes that I have had have been bad at 

all. •• But it is just as they happen at the time. J!,ifth form lack of ••• 

well •• lack of effort more than anything ••• really annoys me. I think 

in P.E. you can stand somebody who will try rather than those who 

are skilled and don't try. Of course fifth formers are getting more 

up to your size and ••••• bullying. I had occasion to stop one lad 

bullying ••• it didn't upset me but it made me think ••• Fighting, I 

have had two incidents of that ••• these were fifth formers. And they 



M.61/10 

won1 t listen •••• they just come reaching out •• you just have to l'Un 

in. o .wade in ...• pull them apart. Sometimes physically throw them 

away. 'rhere' s one lad who is on tranquilisers •.• permanently on 

tranqn; liser£',., ,his temper is RO bc.1.d. We have a third year lad 

permanently visiting the psychiatrist ••• at least once a week 

possibly twice, for outbursts of -l::emper o •• you always have to keep 

an eye on these kinds of people. Like one lad Robert: I stood in 

for somebody and I had no idea what he was like, he didn't have 

his proper kit, and we always say "bring all your kit in to all 

your lessons in case s ome"body is using the swimming pool and we 1 11 

have to go somewhere else." And he just had his swimming kit and 

I told him off but told hir:1 th:J.t swimming trl.~!"'.k.s :'l'o,JJ.d. be alrie-M: 

as we were going inside and the next thing I had realised, he was 

shouting and swearing and ran off and I had to run after him and 

pick him up and carry him back •••• and he was kicking and swearing 

then. And evidently he's well known for that. And I had no idea. 

I didn't know anything. In fact I had been in the school two terms 

which is why I sa:y there isn't enough transfer of information between 

the departments and especially the top (Lower School Site) school. 

Because I have just taken a third year class ••• what happens is, the 

first and second years stay up there and then they all transfer down 

here for registration then they stay here with their form teachers 

with third, fourth and fii'th year ••••• and you get a new class and 

you find out absolutely nothing about the kids ••• what they are lilce 

in that form. 

And you might have had warning about this precocious child!._ 

This is why I think there should be more communication. 

The information is held by the year heads but it doesn't seem to 

go any fL~ther. I suppose if I wanted to know I could have gone and 

got the file out. But that's no use in the emergency. You have to 

act and act quickly. I think it should be common knowledge. I think 

there should be some kind of booklet that comes round with the class 

or with the year. I know that you are typecasting people that way ••• 

but I think that it makes for better teaching when you can perhaps 

isolate the trouble makers ••••• You see the knowledge is there but 



M.61/ll 

it is only available to a select few. It seems to be. I suppose 

that you could :find out about these things but it is not something 

you do. 

Have you ever been threatened ••• or has your authority ever been 

threatened? 

Yes. With these :fights. But :fortunately they happened early on. 

You see I have quite a lot to do with the fifth year. I have 

quite a lot of double periods with them and I run fifth year 

football teams and I am beginning to get the 'mother' of them 

a bit ..... tl1ough there etill QJ:"~c :JOme ••• 80nlc ~~;l1o :rou have to "be 

very very careful with • 

.Are you getting better at working with them? 

I would say 100% better than at first. I tended to just stand 

and shout at them •••• to move them •••• whereas I tend to treat 

them in a different way •••• tending to coax them more ••••• 

Are you enjoying your job professionally? 

Yes •••• I wasn't sure at :first ••• but I am hooked now definitely. 

What changes wov.ld you make in the school if you were in charge? 

Would you make any? 

What do you mean? In the school generally or ••• ? 

At two levels. In the P.E. would you like to see a different emphasis 

anywhere? 

I think there should be more communication between Ian ••• that's the 

head of department$ and other members of staff. In as much as sometimes 

we can see which woulCJ be a better way of doing it and we seem to be a 

little bit reserved in what we say rather than go in and say. Yes I 

would like to see more transfer. But the same applies in the whole of 
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the school staff. All the departments. There shoulcl be regular 

year meetings where people can discuss. But with a staff I think 

it's 70 •••••• yeax meetings where you get any constructive and 

good discussion going tend to be few and far between ••• thel'e ar-e so 

many reople talking from their own point of view that they tend to 

go off at a ta1~ent. 

Do you feel that you personally have been cast as ::c P.E. type? 

And expected not to be able to communicate. 

Partly yes. By the other members of steff. You are expected to 

organise things like parties ••• just c:eneral games sort or thing. 

They don't think you have anything to offer outside P.E. I am 

not quite so bad really because of my art involvement. Someone 

like J. ar R. who are just P.E. I think it's very true. You 

see we have no reason to speak to any other members of staff. 

Other than apart from borrowing. 

It seemed to me from nw discussion with Ian that there is a g:reat 

emphasis on fitness ••• does this go tr~ou&1out the school? 

It tends to start in the third years •••• thiro_ and fourth year 

especially fourth years we do a full two terms physical training 

circuit training ••• with physical fitness as the aim. We tend to 

give them something to aim at rather than just do cross-country 

because it is good for you (referring to the personal graphs and 

records kept on each boy). Each boy can see his own times and 

progress etc. He can watch the -?raph go up or go down. It always 

goes up. 

Would you introduce that system into another school if you moved? 

Yes definitely 

The time given to recording is not wasted? 

No. It might seem wasted in physical activity time ••• but it gives them 

something to aim at whilst they are doing these things. And it changes 
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what used to be mundane sort of ••..• they dislike things. It might 

still not make them liked but at least it gives them something to 

aim a·t. 'l'here is nothing I personally hated more than cross country 

running •••• 

Where have your greatest pleasures come from in the last 12 months? 

Second and third year. Especially secon(1 year. Yes, second and third 

and perhaps one group of the fourth year ••• although I don't have much 

to do with fourth year •• o • 

And you get them back again in the fifth year? 

Yes. 

What is your estimate of the facilities available to school leavers 

in Hucklebrough? 

'l'he facilities in Huck1ebrough are excellent. Every single secondary 

school has a swimming pool and a sportshall as well as a gymnasium. (not true 

·which to my mind is tremendous. Because all the 'I' .P. schools I was on» 

we didn't have a sportshall. •• \Vhen I was at school, which isn't so long 

ago, none of the schools I knew had sportshalls. And especially swimming 

baths ••• swimming baths were marvellous things. And I think the pupils 

are spoilt for choice. It's too rich$ in that they expect ••• we have 

about ten bows over there and there might be only five that are 

usable ••• and because some of' the pupils may have to share they get 

rather resentful and restless. You know. But it's become.ooin this 

school anyway, and I think it has happened in a lot of schools •• o. 

It's no longer a privelige to pl~ for the school ••• or to do a~thing 

for the school. It's generally accepted that you turn out for the 

school ••• and it's being generally accepted that they turn out f'or 

the school's good. They are doing a favour for the school. You seee 

This is something that we have to try and ••• hoping to try and change. 

We try in as much that any lad who is not at the meetings and doesn't 

want to play ••• farce them to play and then if need be we s~ to them 

once they want to become players you can then say, '1right you are not 

playing any more •••••• you di.dn' t we.nt to play earlier on that 1 s ito o o 11 
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•.• when they want to play. In that the school makes the decision for 

them rather than they make the dec is ion for the school. 

That would upset a lot of people 

If you got some ••• some of them don't come to meetings, they don't want 

to play and if you s&.y "Oh well we don't really need you 11 that would 

be it. They woulcln' t think any more about it. Whereas if you force 

them to play and they get enjoyment out of' playing, which they 

eventually do once they actually out there ••• I think that's the 

best way to look at it. 

I do thank you for your help 

Oh I have enjoyed it. But I must point out that I am not an 

out and out P .E. man. 'rhis school is much much too big ••••.• 

End of Recording 

No follow-up comments 
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Tell me where the College didn't prepare you f'or this job. 

It didn1 t prepare me f'or the discipline problems the.t I have met. 

But I didn't expect it to. Some people in college thought that it 

should. But how on earth can you say "Now this is how y01J oo:-e going 

to react in this situation" ........ Because the si tua.tion might not 

occur. And the ones that do you can't pre-determine. And so I've 

had to work out~ own discipline problems. It's a challenge knowing 

how f'ar you can go, how far you can threaten. 

Have you yourself been threatened yet? 

Yes. First week I was here (chuckle). 

And were you frightened? 

It was a mixture of feelings. It wasn't fright or fear for the 

physical. It was me. My status. And what am I going to say to 

these girls once I have sorted this cheeky one out and what are 

they going to be like to me next Friday at 2 o'clock? ••••• if I 

don't sort this one out now. And your first week in your school. •• 

thank goodness it was Friday and not Tuesday morning ••••• and I 

wasn't sure how far I could take it. So I put on a voice of 

authari ty and said I wasn't going to be bothered with her. And 

I didn't see why I should,. •• and that I had several other girls 

in the class that I intended teaching and so that she, as far as 

I am concerned could stand there and wait •••• and then I will let 

someone else deal with her afterwards. Which I found out from other 

people that that is just what I should have done. So the head of 

the year, he dealt with her. She was one of the people he was after 

continually o She has sine e been suspended •••• all term really. But 

at the time I thought, "Oh Godo ••• what are the rest of' the girls 

going to think?"oooooothat's all I could think of. And I thought 

I had lost because I couldn't deal Viith it then and there at that 

particular moment. But since the response and the reaction I've 
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got from the rest of the girls now is superb. 

That was guite an indu.g_tig,p. wasn't it? 

And those girls in that class are now fantastic 

These were fifth year girls? 

Yes. They are often in here (Youth Centre) •••• In some respects 

it is the best lesson of the week a There's only a very small 

number. But the relationship I've got now is fantastice 

Are you tired? 

I get shattered •••• really shattered because I've been doing a lot 

of after school and a lot of week ends and I play hockey myself and 

I pl~ badminton as well and I've started off a basketball club as 

well and do the gymnastics. And I do all the hockey. So I'm pretty 

busy. So at times it catches up on me ••••• Like this week all matches 

were cancelled. I've been really busy. And in the middle of the term 

I had a couple of weeks when I just couldn't give a dam. And if I'd 

had anyone in then •••• I don't know what I would have done, because 

I didn't give a dam what I was doing. And Just did a.n;ything to keep 

them occupied, rather than teaching. But when you've got over it 

you realise that it was only because you were so tired. I mean in a 

few days you are prepared to try a!\)rthing. 

When do you finish the term? 

Friday. 

How ma.:qy lunch hours do you give to practices and that kind of thing? 

I have two free lunch hours. And one of those I have a driving lesson. 

(chuckle) Monday evening I have a hookey club, Tuesday I have olympic 

gymnastics and I come back to school at 7.00 p.m. for badminton. 

Wednesday evening I sometimes have a match •••• try and arrange the 
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town leagues ..... Wednesda,y and Thursday evenings. Friday evening I 

do the basketball until about six. And then Thursday's there's 

somestimes a match.. And last Friday I had a basketball tournament. 

A Hucklebrough town tournament. And I got the basketball of'f the 

ground just bef are hal:f term 'cos I couldn't get the use of the 

sportshall •••• it's another thing. You see the facilities look 

great. But when you've got 'x' number of kids they are just 

pathetic., And I have to use the sportshall on a Friday night 

because no-one else wants to use it so I use it then. 

Which part are you enjoying most? Which part of the week do you 

look forward to most? As far as the teaching is concerned? 

There is none that I don't look forward to •••• I am enjoying it all. 

I never wake up in a morning and think ... "Oh I don't want to come in11 • 

There's one lesson I think Ugh! Again ••• but I don't dislike it. It's 

a challenge •••• It's a third year. It's the group I've just had now. 

We have about five of the bottom of the third year streams on a 

Thursday afternoon •••••• And we are still disciplining them, the 

three of us. We get them altogether ••• and (interruption) we haven't 

taught them yet. Not a thing. We are still getting them into kit. 

This morning I was absolutely surprised because they walked in ••• a 

few of them said "Look Miss all kit, what do you think of it~ ••• 

even elastic bands." I said, 11\Vell I just can't get aver it ...... I 

think it 1 s wonderful 11
oo •••• And some of them had white tops ••• not 

just a change ••• but white tops ••• and I didn't hand out as lll8.I\Y 

slippers or skirts or a~hing that I usually do to them. But these 

are the first year of the comprehensive intake o Apparently in their 

first year the school was so busy with the reorganisation that 

discipline went under the carpet for a while and it shows. 

Are you glad you came here? 

Yes ..... I like the school .. Ites fantastic if Sherburn Road was on the 

site. The split site is the biggest drag. It's ••• oh I can'tsoooit's 
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worse than useless. Because there are two schools here. It isn't one 

combined schoole There are two schools. There's Sherburn Roado This 

is the 'big one'~ schoole And it's exciting far the little ones to 

come up here ••• ,because the,y don't regard it as their school. They 

come up here for P.E. And they have to walk all the way through 

and they go in the pool and they go in and we get them out and 

changed and walk them all the way back in a. single period. There 

is a main road down at the bottom. So they have to be seen across 

the bottom. So you have to walk down to the lower school, collect 

the children, walk them up here, get them into the pool (sportshall) 

and take them back. 

You must spend mar'e time chaperoning than teaching them? 

You do ••• in one single period. ~timetable is not too bad because 

I'm either down there and I just bring the children up or I have a 

:free period after most of the lessons ••• and so I don't have to rush 

back for another lesson ••• I only have to do that once •••• and it's 

sixth form games so I'm not really teaching. It' s more supervision. 

So I don' t rush back .... I don't put myself out for that one • And 

even the third years we are supposed to take them back. And you see 

I have some third years up here :for basketball ••• in the sportshall. •• 

they don't normally come up here until the fourth year ••• but they've had 

to come up. 

Is there any other school that you would have preferred to go to? 

ahem •..•. I thought before I came here I would have liked to go to 

Fleetwith. But I am not sure now. They look as though they are making 

Comprehensive work •••• I don't know what their comprehensive philosophy 

is. But when you look at them all their kids are in unif'arm and it 

looks •• o .you know. o .it's basically like the old Gargrave school. One 

big site. And it's a purpose built school. They have the :facilities 

there and. o o .But some of the kids here are fantastic characters. You 

know I am bawling my head off a.t them but I have to turn and have a 

chuckl.e ••• They are great kids o And the :fifth year who I had a problem 
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with when I first came •••• They call the fifth year Rosla's here 

because they don't do aqything really here ••• and they were a big 

challenge. But now •••• 

Are they labelled Rosla? 

They are amongst the sta:f'f'. I don't know whether •••• they're none 

examination group here •••• the staff who take them do their best 

with them. But I don't know what incentive they have. Some of 

them do c.s.E. Some do G.C.E. who are at the top ••••• 

How do these 'Rosla' pupils react to P.E? 

They didn't bring their kit at first •• ooThey borrowed a lot and 

they wanted to do it in their trousers and they'd not want take 

their skirts off and they'd refuse to conform •••• But recently 

they've been really great • We get a group on a Friday •••• they 

are up here a lot more than aey other girls •••• and now those 

girls are fantastic. They usually get changed into something or 

we hand something out and they will work solidly ••• if we play 

basketball. Last Thursday we played and Elaine and I joined in and 

we flogged for the whole hour and a half. We were shattered. 

Absolutely. And I mean they work. If they are doing that eo •• then 

that's O.K. with me. That's fine. And a lot of them come to my 

club now. Most of them are that set of girls ••• most of my team. 

Is it di:fficult to get teams? 

Chuckle ••••• I wouldn't believe it. The amount of kids they've got 

in this school •••• and to get eleven kids out to play hockey on a 

Saturday is really grim ••• So difficult •••• And your organisation. 

You see I am learning by my mistakes ... each week. As I was saying 

the other day handing out kit and getting back and making sure that 

you get all of it back ready to hand out to the next game ••••• and 
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ridiculous there's no other word for it. If we can get the kids 

into white tops by the end of this academic year •••• I' 11 scrap my 

kit next year and I shall tell them just to come in their P.E. kit, 

so long as they have a white top and some kind of navy blue skirt 

or somethingo Because this kit business in a split site like this 

I just can't make it work. If I had a car and I tln-ew the lot in 

and take it to wherever we are going and hand it out and collect it 

in •••••• And then when you've got hookey sticks ••• Netba.ll is easy ••• 

You have seven girls to worry about a.t the most fourteen and Mrs. 

Beaver and Elaine just plonk the things in the car and take one 

ball and they are away. But with me, not having a car yet •••• a.nd 

22 hockey sticks to hand out and •••• I tell you if they put someone 

on a. split site I think the education authority should provide 

p.e.t. with a. car. It is ridiculous expexting them to cope. I have 

never seen an adviser yet ••••• I would like to see one teach for a 

week in one of these schools. 

You haven't seen an adviser in your first term ••• have you spoken to 

the head in the first term? 

Just socially ••••• "How are you getting on". Not ••••• He hasn't had 

me in to speak. 

Is he interested? 

To tell you the truth I don't think he's interested in anything 

below ••• hiG own ex-Grammar and High School ••• this is the impression 

I get. The impression I get is that they would still like it to 

remain as it was ••• and they just can't see that it's changing. 

I mean I don't agree with it whole heartedly •• oei can see so maey 

faults, but we are in here we've got to teach •••• The kids have 

got to be taught. They are going to be the future whatevers. 

So we've got to try and make it work, even if we don't agree with 

it in principle. 
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Do you feel that your work is recognised? 

No •••• I just don't thinkoooooi often have digs in about this. 

Digs in where? 

To the hierarchy. Well the head. He'll sit there and he will 

talk about his rugby and talk about a wonderful game the boys 

had on Saturday ••••• And I had just got to say it ••• Well if you 0 d 

managed to move yourself about 100 yards you would have seen a 

super hockey match as well against such and such an opposition 

with two short and we still managed to win or draw or whatever ••• 

But they don't get aqy support or recognition.ooo 

Is the P.E. Department in two? Do the women work together and the 

men separately? I've got this impression. 

It's very brittle at the moment. 

Tell me about it. 

Well Robert was head of the men. He was head of the boys last 

year when Mrs. Quayle was head of the girls. And Mr. James was 

mostly maths and English ••• e just did a little bit of P.E. And 

then when Mrs. Quayle was leaving, Robert and Mrs. Beaver applied 

for the job with others. And as the story goes Mr. James was asked 

to apply for the job ••• and he got it in preference to Robert. And 

even to me just coming in in September I think Robert is a 

fantastic person. And he can get the lads like that. He can organise 

things. He is the type of person who looks like a head of department,. 

The boys respect him. And he ••••• And the reaction and atmosphere is 

poison. And the thing is that its between football and rugby as 

well. 

Is this why Mr. James e;ot the job •••• because of the rugby? 

This is itg yes. Straight up the road. The Head wants the rugby 

rugby carrying on •••• Mr .James does the rugby and Robert does football. 
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And this conf'lict has spilled on to you as a newcomer? 

Yes. Because it has been said in some of the assemblies the 

Head has said "Nobody will play football again, unless we have 

a rugby team for such and such11 oo•ooWell who has the right to 

say that? Those boys should be given the choice. And if there is 

a rugby matc'h on and the boys want to play football as well, they 

may as well go out of the door because they play rugby whether 

they want it or not. And there is this conflict right throughout 

the school with the men who take football teams. The boys must 

pl~ rugby first ••• football is a second class citizens game. 

And rugby countso•••• 

Is the head anything to do with the local rut;bY clubs? 

He is in with some of them •••• I don't know whether it is Wanderers 

or one of the others •••• But he's only going to have rugby that's 

all there is to it. He's ••••• He's very single minded. 

Is Mr. James aware of the split? 

Oh he must be. 

So that he knows that he is working in a climate of hostility? 

The thing is •••• he's just not a head of department. As far as I 

am concerned. He is not the sort of person I could go up to and 

ask advice •••• If I want to ask a~hing and I can't ask Heather, 

I always go straight to Robert. He isn't interested. None of us ••• 

but none of us have aey con:f"idence in Mr. James ... and it's not 

something.e •• Robert, you can see, is very hurt. I mean ! ...• when 

I came I thought I didn't want to be involved. I didn't want to 

be one sided. But he just isn't the sort of person tha.t you can go 

and say "Look can you do this or can you help o o •• "? 

Am I right in thinking that the school community is not a recognisable 

community? Nobody feels as though they belong? 
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Within the school or just the department? 

The school 

Within the school it hasn 9t got the type of atmosphere that I 

would have hoped in the schoolooooo 

I recognise that you are happy doing your job •••• are you enjoying 

it very much ••••• but it is somehow isolated from the mainstream of 

the community? 

Yes. It is very sad. I mean at our first year party and at the 

end when it was finished •••• There was a year head, Mr. Allan and 

~self. Others had flitted in, shown their face and gone out. Well 

to me even this week people could have pulled their socks up and 

said, "right we are going to get involved ••• " and let the children 

know they are involved, but no ••••• Four o'clock they are awa:y for 

the most part. There's just no community spirit involved in ••••• 

The split site will be part of the problem. But don't you think 

that there are means of comp~nsating for this? 

To me a headmaster should keep his staff happy. Because if you 

have a happy staff ••• a satisfied. staff you will get something out 

of them. And little things rub people's backs up more than aeything 

else. I think as a head he should consider his people first. But 

things like this just don't seem to happen. A timetable change will 

occur •••• and one person will get a different class or double up 

somewhere and that is it. There is no "oh well would you mind or 

for this short term" or "I've got no other wa:y of doing it" •••• you 

know, "I am relying on you" sort of thing ••• No. It's change ••• You 

deal with it. It's out of my hands nOlv. There are several things 

like that which have occurred this term. 

It would be very easy for this department to become Verv isolated 

from the rest af the school wouldn't it? 

Very easy. 
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Do you have aqy contact with other colleagues other than with 

P.E. colleagues? 

Well I never go into Main Block. o •• I never go into that school 

If I have 'frees 1 I am usually down at Sherburn Road so I know 

quite a lot of' people down there and I have my own form. It's 

very difficulto So I have to stay there every morning for 

registration and if I have a lesson first up here. I mean I 

missed a first year meeting yesterd~ ••••• simply because I 

wasn't going down there during the days that the notice has 

been up on the board ••• and I literally didn't see it. It was a 

reasonably important meeting •••• all the first year teachers and 

tl~ year head to discuss changes in classes ••••• children being 

demoted or promoted or put in different classes. And I missed it 

and so I won't know the background to the changes. You see I don't 

teach my form. I have one form period with them. 

End of Recar ~ng_ 

No follow-up comments. 


