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Tramian  women  participated in ovast nuebsrs in the  revolullonsey

movesmerits of  beentieth centuwry Tran which led w the downtall of the

monarchies  dn Dran and becaght Into posser peed s

werhary ared republd

CHOVEF TN LS o Alongside  their  particdipation  in thes resvolutionary

prnvEsnEn TS, Iranian women have also Tought consistently to obtain a bestier

position within the Tranian society through their feminist achtivities.

This polit FIHRALE

wribs of the Dranian womsn. howsver, likse those of

obben macddle E

sterm women,  have not been much visible to the Western
cbservar umbll very recent vears. Common Deliet has besn that womsn  of

thee Muslim world have never b involverd in a social movemsnt  indtiated

and led by themselves.  Perhaps the Islanic doctring which comtribote

L

the  very oconbrolled  treditionsl apbringing of  girls  in an Islamic

tye L i to the ohssrvance of the ve o level of education,

-3

ancd  therefore  legal and political inferiority of  womsn in theses

e et

g, Pas Dbesn responsible for this outlook. For  thess reasons,
there 1is  very little or no msntion of wonen’' s rights movessnts in the
Fslim world. I the case of Iran too, scholarly attention has  always

beeerry padicd to bistorical, political and sconomic Lsso

soaned not very much
has  bDeEen weitten aboot the womsn's rights movemsnts in Tran. Whareas

COMEC LOLESMEsES

abot the position and the rights of Trandan womesn has b

gapressed Dy wWomsn then

vies as early as the ninetesnth century. These
feminist  women,  although small an numbers,  and in spite of  severs

opposition o their cause, questionsd the dnfericor position of women and

baacd b Fface great hardship.

I the  bwentieth centwey,  the chang in social  and  economic

concditicorss in the Thivrd World and Dran have resulbed in the comscious

of  women about thedr position and thedr rights. A ooracial  and basic

changs  in the conditions of political strugols has been the struggle  of



SN

as a whels  sgainst  foreiogn  domination, whestieir direct

colopisation oF ddirect rule. The formation of this strugole within the

500 y omarks & nNew @ the struggle and this  had  influencosd the

prrmsi iy OF wEnsn & o

Womesr s peovemesy | Coonrvhriess and at aintermational  level

curimg bhe 1960s and 1970s affected Drandsn women in that they

wornsn codd faght o o thedr rights and obdadn some of  them. T

i A

influsnoes of Buropesan suffragethe smovenents onowomsn in Tran at ths buren

ept that the commurication  svstem  has

argrovet mach more and this s a wvery dmpor-tant factor in LOLAS WO ™ S

groeps oetting information about each otler’s sctivities, exdperiences and
achisvenents.

Concepts such as double oppression and Lhﬂ mecessity of  organising

woms and other fenindst concepts which had arted with the moversnts of

wWomsEn dn BEuwrops and ths United States wers gradusally taben ang wnderstood

by Tram =ts sl had

Towmation of organisations for womsn and thelr activities Most Dranian

wonmeat whio had changes in the position of womesn  abroad  were
students  wiwr,  upon  returmang to Iren,  tried  to somebow use  thedr

information and experience in forming independsnt women’ s groups.

Bince  Uthe ninetesnth centuwry,  Tran bas Deen caught in a conflict

e eeesn traditional isin, which has meant  leaning  towards Tealamic

el tural  practices as a means of protecting national and  oultuwral

inte o bhe one hand,  and modernisation,  as was necessitated by

iner

ing dntegration of Iran into the world economy and that inevitably

b

meant R 3EAI {Tl('.] A e

of Westerniisation. This, in itself, has

always  oreated & major te

sion betwesn traditional ism and kestern style

TS

m with the position of women right at the centre of the conflict.



Twentieth certuwry Dran saw variows stages of this tension. Bealiss

of its dictatorial political system and the inflouence of forelgn  posers,

SR N Tod g

Iran has

ingly dndtating  the West in ils procs

arwl nessd For ohan e B

societal tensions. The tensions and bthe conflict are best shows in the

aquestion of womsn’ s rights raised in the twentieth century,

the Constitubional Revolution, changing somsntum ab various

thee  Fahlavi re

ign and the White Revolution,  and finally at id

curirg  the  Islamic  Revoluticn of 1979, when large  numbers of  womsn

participated  in demomstrat i &

o, drvbent

symixnlic gestuwre of rejecting the Westarm values.

With  the climad of the andil-Bhabh movemsnt,  which resulied in the
revolution of 1977 and the establisbment of the Islanic Republic of lran,
new desues and views about the status of women in Tran came to the
Forefront omoe mores. Thee establishment of the Islamic Republic  brought

with it a drastic legsal and sooial change in the position of women  which

particularly affected wban woms. The day by day changes and evolution

of bl discussions on bhe status of women within Islam amd the  Islamdc

Femidilic, In paritiloular the legal chang the partial succs ard

eyt

et Talluwre  of women,  meant s continuous re-evaluation of  the

evernts in the face of sudden, sometimss unpredicted changes. This wvery

often confused the process of analvsing events.

T the light of studving the woeen s rights movenents  wider

circumstances, several problems ocowrved. A major problem here has Deen

the scarcity of resouurs by that has been done  on

Visry Little re

thee subject of lranian women has, basically,  besn the work of hnistoriens

or travellers.  Usually women and theilr activities were mentioned as part
of & different subject such as historical or cultwral studies rather than

a serioes analytical work specifically done on owomen, especially on the
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kriow that, at least

at the beginning of bh & number of

arwd

primary smources on theldlr status, activitiss

winms actilvis

bl lcations  are as  they  were

gither destroved or

oin thair family libraries.  The overy little work

that was cdome charir “ahlavi era on bhe subj of women inside [ran,

Favve  Anevitably  Ixesn propaganda and bilased in favour of  the ruling

Therefore, with  the e oWk done by

Tesmimists abr"aayrd since the Islamic FRevolution, there is little objective

argl aralytical work om Dramdan women.  The situstion is improvirg @8 more

ard  more conscious womsEn are  wridting about thessslves  and thelr

The omselt of  the revolutlion itself made the possibility of  ary

saearch inside Dram very difficult. With no po bility of fisld work
i Iran,  a magor part of the information cams b ome through dnformal

interviews conducted abroad, basically among the students and sel f-euilled

wiomegn of  the middlis ols xs, elbher affiliatsd to various political

CIFCRADS O LcheRpe in Burops and the United States of Pmerica.

interviews  were most dnte

veing an that they represented the diversity

et Lndes bl Pahlavis o

af  views on the win Lticm A Tram whet

5B P
thes Tslamic Republic.
fomador problen here however, as most o interviews revealed, was that
immediately  after  the revolution, most views wsre blased  against  the
Fahlavi regime’ s impact on the position of women,  to the point that  amy
positive  attenpt or achisvement for women  during that  period  was
overlooked. Depending on which political ideology they followed, womsn's
parceptions differed. Aogreat nunber Of womsn, while dismissing  the

Shah's  reforms on the position of womsn,  bad bigh hopes  that in &

desrescratic atmospheve the position of womsn would improve  and  genudne




wommer ' s organisations would flowish., It was most dnteresting that those
waim W, dnterviewsod  a few years  later on the same subject, had

&
i

e view anc whern oo atus @

gevelopsd a more objectl paring bhes ACTES

cincler bthe e renime rewe showsd i againet the Islamic Republic’'s

e wE OF  WETET

Trhis change of view was not just ameng the Iramian women aberoad Do
alsn prevallsed anong othsy Drandisns, i partioadar those  atffilliated  to

thee lefhl

toor religlous groups. A peelod of over Tive vesrs,  Trom 15981

wiher antl-govertiment grouss abbroad were very actd shmaes a patbtern of

@ views angd supporting roderate groups. blowmesn =

orgariisations abroad also flowished at the eginndng of this period Dot

gradually, as  the

=i, moet of  these groups

clisillusiomrent, confusion and loss of hope. in
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and  betane professionals o formed Panilies and as exiles living dn o a

arent cultuwre and economy,  thedr prioriti shified. The  vard

womeEn T s groups that continued o be active, e, hevver  biesn

anfluential  in kespang  t in

alive and  contdnucously

activities that railse consclousnsss within their immediate  enviconmosnt.
Trey  have also sngagesd in resecarch s poblications on the  subiect  of
Tramian women  and  this is exbremely important for the  fuburs of  any
seriouws development in the position of women.

This work is an attempt to analyse the sooio-political and  ocudtural

poeition  of womsn s rights movene cerbury Tram with thwes

emphasis on the revolutionary  evenbs which took  place in Tram and

affecited  womsn position during this  cenilry. Thee - socio-political

atmosphaere n which women s rights movemnsnts Fflowrishsd or wers hindsred

will  be analys art L wemEsr the  oharacteristi orf

Vvariouws womsn's organisations and thedr activities since the beginning of



srtieth centiuy will e discus The role ths ruling govermeant,

arwl el

argd cultural foroes puarc i

5

o

traditiom, have plaved in succ SLCTESS OF WOmSEn s roversnts

o
wWill he discussed. The peosition of women  after the Constitutional
Fevolution,  during the Fahlavi reign and the Islanic Repoblic, will b=

cliscussedd  in chronological order. Thsss analyses will concentrate on

wrrbran worneyy as mst femlndist wonsEn's aotivities and  organdisations have

been concucted in the oities and among weban worssr.  Also the cities have

been major centres of chamge and revolutionary uphsavals.

Chapter 1 evaluates the position of women at the beginning of  the

tweritisth century  and discusses how the Constitutional  BEevolubion  of
19051911 marked & twrming point in the position of women and how reforns

frown above crested the oppartunities for wban women to enter the labow

force angd educational dnstitutions, despite oppositicon from religious and

traditional grouos. This pricd s «lso the Dginning of the  feminist

mervesmerits dn Tean., Trdividual womsn, conscicous of the changing position

of  womenn alwoad,  started  woren’ s organisations and socleties with
activities geared towsrds the women’ s cause. This, togethsr with
socio-pnlitical  changes  of the period.  Melpsed to change thes lmage  of
weanesn avncdig thee literste and wpper classes.

In Chapters 2 and 3 the position of womsn ander the Pablavi oreglos

is  discussed.

-,

erra concentrates o the formation

HE)

centralised  state and Mohammad Rese Bhabv's redogn on the  soclo-economico

v e
et L

development of Tt is im the light of these deve

the  position of women ie viewsd in this period. Tt will e

thuat 45t wWoneEn ' s movesienits and activities

Are:

centralised  and  controllsd by the state, The  formabicn of  Wonsn's

Organdsation  of Tran a;c the reforms of the White Revolution  regarding

worne Wil b discusssd e,



Chapter 4 analvsess the ambilguity concerming the position of womsn by

looking at  the  contradictory oosition of womess in Islam amd dm tbhe
reirterpretation of the Bhi’ ite ideclogy dominant in lran. It is argued

hesre: that this ambiguity and duality of the female image has led to the

inferior pesition and eanipualation of wes

=

Chapltere O and 6 discuss the events imsediately  following  the

agtablisbment of  the  Islamic Republic in Dran. Thes  soesio-political

atmosphers i which the proc of Islamisation and sube

Jusnt legal and

cultural  refornes re ot woen ook will e

tarciing the possit

analysed., The formation and activiti of e

S OWOmEn E groups during
this it will also be analyssd.

Chapter 7 analy

the ideological position of the lstiist groups o

they position of women’ s Fights o Iran, o this has besen practised by
these groups and its effects on the development of women’ s organisations.

Fimally, the natwre of the Islamic Republic and the futwrs influsnces

ticms is

an the formstion of women’ s organ luated. The  argumesnt

i

P wotldd be that the basis of Islanic law which regulates all detalls
of sooial and praivate ehaviow at all levels for all menbers of sooiety,
i in major contlich with any mesming of wanen s enancipation and womesn s
movemsnts as in the case of  the  latter, 2 woiman  Decomes the

decisioremaler for her own life and this shows itself at all levels.

conflict has drawn &1) attention to the question of wonen.  For

erample,  the issue of the vell and the position of women is conbinuously

Tha

at: tion fto the womsn’s positicon in society  would,

in the long man, 3 oto the advantage of womsn as 1t will  oreate

COOSE OIS abruwit the 1

a reflection on the issue

LAES o

by b more proges

sive and lettist groups and & departuwreg from their

rresy ienis o

s and argumsnts.  Momen have becoms aware that O they
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fooking  abt hhe

position of womsn Ln Isiam and i bl

L7 dte ldeology dondnent in Dram. It is aroued

thye Femalse ims

foal Lowing

i lrav. Thws

cioe-prod iticeal

X Ko I

position of womsn took plac

Al activiti orf W EET LA

priond will sead

7 oanalys

Ehis

3l position of the lefiist grourss on

of women’ s clabts i Dran, oy this has e prach

rSE CFCRAS ancd Gt feeztes on & Topmert of  wo

Tu organisations.

-
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“im@al lyve bhe mat

Fazpablic andd the fubwes andlusnce

orn bthe Tormaticon of womesn s organisations s RE: T

P
i

oot
ot

2 wirild e that the basis of Islamic law which regulates

of social and peivate i at all levels for all members of socieby,

§

conrflict with ary meaning of wonen’ s enancipation and woren s

i b of b

& WS Exstomess

Al L 17 at all
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WONTEY Y. P

axample, the

s of  bhe vell thee position of women is continacoasly

e oe

This attention to the woman s position in

Wl

i bhe long o run, e to the At oOf  wiomest as At will

COrs LOLESE abwnst th

sticwy om bF

[

vy bhes more eoors

ciroapes and a deparbues from o thelr

presvicess cisous Womer have beooms aware that of




dio ot solve their oroblen the laefh will not b able to do

b fow bl

Dramizam woman Tesles thaet she has gained  oower and

Iree lowen olas

oy & new s besn oreated where this

Tu desnanc

i,

ey, sl whke

Qg

i bhe forma

the

e will have gre

ermiment in Trarm ard 4f e R L not paRy

attention to the women’ s questicon, it will be in tof

(il a R

WLTh wormen s demands .
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g les arnd wemen” s movemsnts have started, Tlowriskes

edpeErienced various constructions and reconstructions in ths last  eighty

iy Tram,  in towp & tradition for the  middls

T theere ars womss s grous

Lex, at le

A Uncler severs repr

Ampartant., fra long as  the  issue

abwoead aned Bhil

that Fave Forn

silence armd confusion of the middle

astavs alive, In spite of the sppar

A1t e

i Popes

Frar LmpeCives




s orearyy Dean s not Liedted o

lom angd theilre

Tl vl

gmancipation was Tirst railssd as part of the nationalist resction to both

Wignsn s

Foreign  dominaticn and coeraption of the ruling G

involvemsnt in political activities bad started with thelr participation

g enserrbs ofF  the  Tobaooo Fovemest  of 16

i

A F-LEE, arct s

Constitubional Revolution of I905-1911. By thern, Drandan womsn haod gone

Aot of transformation whdich meark

theough & o & twrning point in thelr

ST TUT IO

onal ahs 0T womesn

i b thds periodd of trensformetion,  wban women’s llves  were

WEITY

Fiched. A wornat ' s chastity and virtue were directly related o

the  bepowr of ber fanlly sl its bead,  therefore women had to b

corfined to the protected bhome ervicopment and guardsd by mals asnbees of

their family le thes horcay of e family was lost.

This concept  served oo ce into male  and  fenale.

e consisted of the ooy

Famale s spfwre of the houseshold which  was

s domain and she did not leave 1D except to go oo pllgerimasas or

ter the  public baths. Om sueh o

e of entering the public,  the
domain of the male,  she would wear the vell and be accompanied by & mals

mexmber of the family. Thwr wvedl fuws

@ As anslogous to the fouwr walls  of

Tl et bhee famale Therafors womsn,  evern within  thes

theat pro

prbnlic sphere, Wl atill have tF Cow privats sphere and owere not

allowsd to trespass the masculine domain. The vell thos served not Just



AN & WINTEN S Lo

Tirom trespaseslng on L

wbires o Fla

ooiucational dnstitutions and

I adidition  ©o

opportur il ware aloo wvery Limited for women. VMepy Tew of the  wupper

tutors argd could resd or wrilte. Thuz

heliet was  that literate women would oo st

a  danger &

wicwrey when conild o read oF wedd wondlel bude it

From

Chile mavrriages and polygamy

WG mers wWith ther basband baving fTotal control over divoros Dy

reapaci et ther wife and having the oustody of ohdlderen. Wowmssn Fewd 1o

right o owote or to oocupy & politd S o

Thee  dnferior  position  of women was not guestioned  mach by the

bl ies and  strict, subDmissive

maRjority  OFf WomEn. Stromg reli

in tate would lsed them to

vk irging of o L& together with

internalize and accept theilr inferior conditions what was the

wennesrt,  wil Thowt resertment or any hope Tor & et

Fre-islamic Status

In spdte of the b that the infe

~tor posltion of women in Dran

is caused by Islam, historical svidencs shows that women' s position in

P andes Drar,  when dominant religlon was Zoroastrianism,  was  also

2]

arrfesrior . This infericority was caused by other economic, social  and

political factors.

Thia Ltior of women uncler the § plary Bmpdre (S08-001 0 ALDL ).

prior to the A s of Tran, was an inferior and servile one. Two

s, Furanidok bt dokivt,  of this dynasty ruled for a very

o the beliet thalt womsn of

short

the e

wal to thoss of

ard social eighhs

MEAT & Wi ol rot M

Yopriove:



the  recognition of  women’s righits during Sassanian rale. Girshman®
explaing  Fow 1t was the absence of more qualified leaders that led to
these women acouiring the ruling position.

The social rales and religiocus  teachings of Zoroastrian  Iran
demanded  total obedience of & woman to her hosband. Women who  were
disobsdiant to their husband or who refused the sexual demands of  their
hushands,  were threatened with eternally "licking & hot oven with  their
tongues, and having their hands perpetually under- an oven in hell. "=

Women weare sald to lack wisdom. Mo were advised not to trust them
antt not to tell them thedr sexrets. Marriage and divarce laws were
desigred ©To suit men’ s convenlences mEn could marry as many  wives as

they wished and many wealthy uppsr classe men had | s where thedr wiomen

winild spend theilr entire lives, whereas women could only marry ong man.™
A divorced woman was not allowsd to re-marry while her first husband  was
still  alive and the right to divorce was limited to men.? Also upper
class wonsn were velled and secluded to be protected from contact  with
COMMON . men .«

The upbringing and education of women took place entirely inside the
haase . A woman was raised as a docile and submissive servant of the men
of the house. She had to be submissive to her father and brothers, and
later, when she married, to ber osband and ber mother-in-law.  In other
words, she was never an independent individual .

Relative indepsndence would coms to her only through maturity. 5
she becams  older in later stages of her life, she would b2 able to
cantrol e children and thus enjoy relative power, especially if she had
A SO . Sha  would  then control his choice of bride and would have
authority LI e daughter—in-law  particularly  with regard to
Fersekesping and child rearing.

Thzse  attitudes about women’s inferiority to men were very much



ectablisted i Ss

smanlan society. They swvived through the Sasszodian
downfall and were adopted by the Muslim conguerors. They oouild not
sasily b2 changed by the sarly liberal teachings and practices of  Islam
and the pre-islanic Arab society.  In fact, Dran had many conguerors and
rulers, among them the Romans, the Greeks, the Twks,  the Arabs and the
Mongols,  sach one of which left its social impact on the Iranian society
but  none of which enfenced the position of Iranian womsn. The longest
irvasion of lran was by the &rabes n the seventh centuwry which lasted two
Fanched  veasrs and resulted in the adoption of Islam and Islamic values.
The position of womsn under Islam has been discussed later.® [t was only
in the ninetesn cenbury, when socic-econonic conditions began o change,
that women & status and their role in society started its transformation.

The Western Intlusnce

Du-ing the  Qadar period (1784--1925) as the result of a series of
Tranian military defeats, the interaction of Iran and the kest increassd
and  Iranians were edposed 0 Buropsan life style and cultuwre. larry
members of the upper class families saw the solution to Iran's problems
in emudating  the West. Western military technigues were adopted and
mexclarm schools teaching Ewropean languages were opened.”

Although  these changes were gradual and narrow  in scope, they
eventually  Drought about changes in the life style and attitudes of  the
upper class families who were atfected by them. One  important  change
during  the late ninetesnth centuwry was in the attitude towsrds  women.
Women  became more visible. They began to e mentioned in the literature
of those new weiters who had coms wnder Western influence. AN increasing
number of  meEn made efforts to ses that their daughters were  taught to
read and weite at homs as there were no public schools for them. FMost of
these girls ecane pionesers for the modern education of women. Al=n the

contect  of wuppsr class women with the wives and families of Buwopean



diplomats  in Tran was very inrluential in thedr lesrming aboud Boropean

W

s it s dered in analysing  the conditions  of

Iranisrm  women  srgd that s the fact that the life-stvia of  the wrban,

~zar]

L

3, and Liribal women diffe

MR

viried by so

am well as scological conditions. Tl anct wedling  of

WCHTEET e Ak Jrresa im oLban ar theat in

[

Mowsver,  sorial  differences within the whban area also  influenced  the

slusicr aned vedling of  wormesn Fror example omouppsr ol

WOIMEN WA
rder  more pressues o observes velling and staving within the  private

[
@ITEREE O

Lhee Moouses. The forus of this Tife-style of

wrbart s, thus only ths wrbean situation will s discusssd,

Edite Urban Bomen

ES

I thee cities,  anong the uppesr olasses,  formal education of  women

WaE e commen Dol owith early marriage, & woman e sglucation wusually

.
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thedr daughters that 1f they did not please
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numbiers of ssrvants and slaves to take care of their daily needs. Their
children were fed by wet nursss and broagbt up by nannies and tutors.
Their major duty was to attract and please the king. To do so, they
wirdld somstines resort to witchoratt. But most of theilr time was  spent
in o idlenessg they ate, slept and  were dominated by interperscnal
rivalries and jealousies.

Frcandnent Women of this Feriod

Im  spite of such conditions, there existed, in the harim of the
Shah, educated, capable and influential women. fmong the more famus
orwes are Mahde lya and Anisoldoleh.  Some of these  women used their
privileged positions to learn more and to increase thelr knowledge. Some
bmcams accomplished writers, for edanple, Fakhroldowle was & post and is

credited  with  transcoribing the popular romence of fmoir Arsalan. Aleo

Tajolsal tans who weote her menodrs oriticising the conditions of  Iranian
sariety and particularly the position of women within this socisty.®

The  most prominent woman of  this period  was  OQhorratol ein
(1814~-1852), borm to & middle class religicts family in Bhazvin. She
receilved her early education from ber father at homs and took cowrses  in
theology from her relatives. She becans an expert in religious matters
arnd  would participate in various theological discussicons  and teaching.
She married her cousin and had thres children but she was cast out when

Bahaism called for radical religilious and social  changes. it
strongly advorated a better position for women. Farhaps this accounted
for Ghorratol ‘ein’s attraction to Bahaism. She used it to fres herselT
from  the aandariss  thel swrounded ber in the name of  Islam. St
strongly adhered  to Babaism, refused to wear the vell, and  appeared
without it in front of a mixed audience to give a lecture. This was the

e

Tirst evidence of a womarn appesr-ing in public without the vedl. She was



wberd bhoth as &

Iy to kill Masser al-Din Shabh ot was
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mumizers of women belng aftfected by Western cultuwre.  The mamodlrs of Tajol

Saltaneh, daughter of NMasser al-Din Shaby, reveal not only tThe  ohanges

that were  than taking place, but the transformation of  consciousnsss

AT W . She herself is an example of these chonges and the arousal

of  Conseiois

= which was the partial resulb.
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ard  strongly wished that Tranian worsn could have  the saos

e to de Tihedr
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wpERart women whom she elieved were s
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of the haeim both in Tran and i Buwrops.  She praises woerbing and peasant
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ther Dackesarclne

s of the country on the negligence of the wopee olass  and
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At bhat Wi kel develop internal trade and Leprove  agrilcultuere.
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ther wave of moodernization and westermization which bao oz texd  Islamic

countries  An the nimetesnth csntury. leading to internal  reforms, had

also sterted bo affect Irandan sooiety.

rwing bl ruls of Moass al-Dir Shabh (1848-199%), perticularly

LI of his Prime Minister,  Smiv Kabir, who 0 twemn had

bewn Anfiloenced by bhe changes n Twrkey, there were several  attempts

tosards introdocing Tibseal orms s somes degres of  sodernization.

T first  rewspeoer arn was established in this peviod  ard bhe

firat
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b College, 1

commmuiication  sysbens s also dmproved. In spite of  such
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Fier was  Decoming
prwerful and Masser al-Dim Shab reverted to absolute dictatorial rule.

By the and of his ruale, howsver, agitation for

hact

wforms Fad Ancres

and  becane a  serious problam for his successor al-lin  Shah

mvi,  Lhe fe stiuctuwre of vy and despotic

rude was maintained. Farts of the country were bartersd away to foreign

antesr 0 thirough shameful  ag

wrhs with the Fussians and © Fwitis




mopvEmerths whiich  nad

Elulw)

foe 7 e

ninetesnth cantury were opposed to the Trandan monaroh

arncd o their o

Tram’s aituation with  Iran

its e

sronomic nterest.  Rodinson mentions that bebwses 689 and 1900, fifieen

icrs Feom Tram angd that the effect  of

Fewd oo

foredgn comopelition in Dran was greatly tntensifisd by these  conosssions

+of thedlr political predominencs while  An

T foreigne

e bl sconomio wnder-development of the country made 1t politically

Tobaccon Movemsnt

Thee  orisis knows as the Tobecoo Fovement in Tram sterted with thes

granting of a fifty wvear full monopoly of the tobascoo industry by Nas

Siralg o & b DY . This W with  many

arbi-governmant protests and marked the ginning of the alliamce belwesen

clergy and  the intellectuals  in an active move against thi
GervarTimerit . Spcret societies in lran began to b formsd around this

e,

The &lliance et el deiions Leaders el Intellectuals

AE the Degirming of thes besrtiesd ERTCHETLD

th century, as a

auch  as  Ampoerbing foredign geoods and exporting domsstic

prochiects and investment in industey saod mining,  an Iranian bowgeoisie

ey ol saw Lt drnterests in contflict

W wobioms of this

dar b energe. D

with  the Toredgn  capitalis i the homs sarket as well &as with  the
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that ruled the country. Tt was these sections of the

feudal dnterests

Ffond aromg the Constitutionalists togethsr with the

clergy and the wrbar intellectuals demanding aorabie rights in 19046,

The e

ol ordsls ab the b of the century led o various



strik

N Ly

and demonstrations with demands all ignored by the  governmant.

L

5 denanded restraints on the absolute powsr of the

Evertual ly  protester
Fonaroh through a weitten constitution.

The new mational consciousness bad oresbed o oomnon :i.rrtearm%t SITEICY
differant classes of sooisty and resulted in the unlikely alliance of
hoth conservative religious and modernist sscular leaders. Intellectusls
Fad tried wsuccesstully to persuade the Gajar Cowrt to agree to  reforms
towsrdds modernization. They then allied themsselves with anti-government
religious  leaders  in the hope of bringing about the desived changes.
Usimg religiows sentiments, end bening respected by the masses, the olergy
prolitic ieed and  mobilized the masses  against  foreign domination.
Stressing Islanic values, they could commnicate with the illiterate, but
relilglouns, NasEEs.

This alliance was supported by other groups  in particudar thga
traditional merchants  in the bazesr who provided the bulk of  economic

support for the movemsnt. The market place being the centre not only for

reeligious activit kel economic activities as well, these merchants
arjoved  tremsndoas influence and thus were a great force  in mobllizing
thee  masses and paralysing the economy,  forocing the Shah to give in to
people’ s demands.

SGimdlar  to the events of 1978, religious societies were formed in
the cities to recruit and educate people with new revoluticonary  and
anti-imperialist  ddeas. Momsouess were used as gathering points for  the

evpansion . of & new ldeology of protest against the corraption of  the

Cajar  Cowt and  the nesd for a change for & better futwre for  the
o by . These gatherings led to demonstirations and culminated  in the

Constitutional Revolution and  the eventual overthrow of  the Oajan

dynasty .
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vebert the sook:

broke their pipes, thos doining sen n theile

Ca AT

of Drandan womsn Tivet Degso to bs hesed at the time

Aantitutional Revolubtion whsn womesn actively  deronstrated  and

rated with men an suppor-t of the Constitution.

Thee  role womsn plaved  in both the acco Movensnt and the

Cormstitubional  Revolutlor  was  bDasid

cally o one of mral  support and

met of ey dAn thelr demands. o

gdespite the traditior

arwd  sopial values militelting against them,  women had gradually  becoms

iticised angd acti

s oand & revolutionary e we

: created among than.

Thee  desire for change existed only anonost a minority of women yveh  this

e [ron ond
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HE T ]

N Wam  orowing and WNAMGE i

acally consciouus.

Taying the period following the Cone

yhiaticy B Was

a significant incre

i the number of vocal womsn. Uppsr cla

WICHTERN

whin el the ohance for soms sducabion bhecoams

Wiy perhaps

Fowmed the earlisr modl for women. 1T was through the efforts of these

RARwy imey dncisvidual wenen t 316

o For bhs o fer

ey was Tirsh ralse Thesser wormesn asked to be given the opportunity o

shgw Thedr abilitis

ot wse the opportunities when

tham by the Fahlavi rule Wiomer,  as always, had to fight for thedlr

Frightes &l individual  women becams models for inspiration et

ST AgemEn Tt .

small Dt de

b oiolap of woenen very actively bl L

Constitutionalists in the civil war which broke oot dmrediately aftere the

et i fi

crf Ul Constitution and the death of Mozzefar al-Din Shab.

These women, under thelr vieills, carried arms and mes

sages Debwean varlous



revolutionary  grogps  in hiding.*+® While the nwaber of  thess  women
ramaines snall, they formed and established secret societies to enlighten
more women and to recrult theilr support for the  Constitution. Wrns,
throngh their participation in the successful  Constitotionsl  movemsnt,
had discoversd a trubh aboot therselves;  that they were the otber half
of the nation. A ohald that could be enormously powsrful in the progress
of the coantry.

The Beoinnding of Women' s Riaghts Movement

It is very difficult o determinge when the Women’'s Rights  Movement
started in Iram. Lack of reliable data and scarcity of studies on this
subject, particularly  as the movemsnt was very  short-lived, makes it
difficult to theorise about the origins of the movemsnt. Considering the
confinement and  ssclusion of Iranian women to the domsstic  sphere,  an
erxtermal naticomal event, the Constitutional Revolution, would have to be
considered  the time aroand which wonsn’s activities outside theilvr  bome,
at national level and for thelr own rights, originsted and developed.

A few yvears prior to the Constitutional Revolution, at the beginning
of  the  teentieth centwy, women’s participstion in the riots were
inspired and supported by religious leaders. This made it possible  for
them  to march  into the streets with men and shoat slogans. This
behavicwr was wiprecedented and would have eEen unacceptable at the time,
Mad it neot been approved by the clergy.

Eventually, in particular after the Revolution in 1906, womsn formed

=

Feir oW sooileties, A &, These were more

p~

informal  groups with more of a parsonal relationship existing among the
mimbE s . These gatherings and developing networks of  information and
commnication mads  womeEn aware of the activities outside the  domestic
sphare and  of  their oW ability to participate in them and  assume

responsibility.
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with a gum hidden wnder her vell.** This women was probably a member of

i OF these sorietioss,

The "wvellsd womesn had plaved an dmportant role in the success  of

miplber of

abwat thedr activid evidencs  that
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Ferss bhedr parrticipation. For axample

raph of

vzl lad womsn holding guns in thedr hands as 8 sowvenie of those deys  and
A CER of the battlefislds, amog the  dead faciiss of Tt

Comostitubionalists,  the  boxli

of teenty women dn o men’ s Clothdhg were

Thee  beright of the activities of tf

BEIIMEN T S Qroups ocowrred An

1211 wihesn  govertiment threatened the newly sstabl ished Lraniasn

Farliamsnt, the with the invasion of Ivan AT dts  demancs

of  the Russian govermment  wers  against s

rejected. Thwz
interests  snd dntegrity of Iran ot the voung Parlilsesnt was nolb sbrong

sncaagh o turn down bk damands.
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Tree day the Russian wltimatum was due to be Jdisous

the  Mational ladies’ Soodety called for a public mesting  oubside  thes



Fart iament budlding. A great nunber of women responded to this call and

gatiered there. A po recited by a woman reprimanding men for being

"wrnaorbbyt s stating that  death was bebtter than a  shametal  life  and
demancling men and womsn ot to fear Russia but to fight like "lions"  and
"herces' against them.*®  The recitation of this posn excited the  orowd

whey started to chant slogans. Several womsn with pistols hidden  wader
o shoot the deputies as well as themselves and theilr families if the
deputies gave in to the Russians. Morgan Shuster describes the event  as
Forl loss

Chat from thedr cowrbyards and harems marched three hundred of  that
wiEak s8% ... clad in thelr plain bhlack robes with the white nets of
their vells droppsxd over their faces. Many held pistols wnder their
skirts or in the folds of thelir sleeves.. Straight to the Medjilis
they wert, amel,  gathered there. demanded of the president that be
acdimit them all ... The president consented to recelve a delegation
of them. In his reception hall they confronted him, and lest he and
his colleagues should doubt their meaning, these cloistered Persian
bl . Wi viEs antd  daughters  exhibited threateningly their
revolvers,  tore aside thelr vells, and confesssed theilr decision  to
Eill  their own husbands and sons, and leave Dehind their own dead
hodies, 1f the deputies wavered in their douty to uphold the Libaerty
and dignity of the Persian people and nation.*?

Despite these womsn’ s efforts howsver, the Farliamsnt had no other choice
but  to give in to the Russians due to the economic snd political corisis
facing lran.

Nationalistic efforts of womsn furthers extended  into  non-violent
actions. For evample, dwring the civil war following the Revolution, a
Committes of Fersian Womsn bhad telegraphed the Gueen of BEngland  asking
for  help in restoration of order in Iran.®®  When the Tranian National
Bank.  was being established by the lramian government, great numbars  of
women  mesnbers of different womsn's groups sold their jewsllery  fto buy
bonds from the government. £ Womsn also boyecotted foreign goods in thedr
efforts to support hone products and promote  homse economy. Thesy

corresponded with the Russian delegabion, blaming the political  tuwmoll



created by bthe dnperialistic powers for thelr own conditions and drferior
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Thee critooms of the revolublon was inevitably very disappointing for

PHTHTE T o Thwe Constidtution

Tram b renalnesd indifferent towards the rights of womsn. The cuesstion
of wormen was never taken seriosly beEcause ths oromotion of the  position

of winnen was not among the aims of the Comstitution.
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soamcg & snall bul growing numbes of famidli whio felt the

ton sducate  their deughters. Moreover,  the litesratuwre published by

welters and dntel lectuals of the time oritic

2 The prevailing atbitud
toneardds wormsn and encolraged womsn T s education.

THRONAFCRAT TON

Wommesn activists and thedr activities

Women ' s activities then were gearsd towards lightenirng mors eHImE .

The first step was  to open schools for women  so thet the  vounges-

of women woald benetfit.  Until that tims, the only schools for

garls were those fourmdeo by fresrican missionaries in 18 i Rezaleh  and
in 1873 im Tehran. Mo Maslis girls were allowsd to atbend these schools.

The first school for MPuslim glrls, called

was opened in Tebran by

Tetba  Azmoudsh. Zoon ather that, another  school  for glels,  called

“““ v Yeaseld .
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schoole incorporated into the Ministry of Bducation.

P the st prominent pericel i

Dowlabt--fbacdi. She w

Her attempls to improve the comditiors of women s

tEch very earlv. e
marmaged to free herself from an arranged masrilage by har femily when  she

was it s sl ocoild devote &1l her tlns o ber osuse.

Im 1917, Sedighebh Dowlat-Abadl founded the Fi achool in

—dp

o Bohonl o o

Fofabhan . Thizs was  called Makiah Ehane-ve  Shar iyvat,

Feligiows Stucies. Sy atter it opened, lts Principal wes arrested and



imprisconed for thres months and Mrs. Dowlat dbadi was forced to leave

towr and the school was closed down.

A year ].fa‘l:er'_q Fewevar, Mrs. Dowlat—-Abadi founded Sherkate Khavatine

sfabzn, the Socdety of Women of Estahan. She also published the first

v s nesspaper called Zabane Janan.  Women's Tongue, to back the aims

of this society.

I 1920, skhe travelled to Tebran and  founded  Andomsane  Azmayesbes

A, the Society of Testing Women. This society founded a school for

A

FE Gdr . After she was forced to move to Tehran.  shte went to Burops
to study sducational psychology in FParis. On bee oretwn to Iran 0 1927,
she  often appeared in public wvelled. In spite of all the hostilities
opeardds bee,  she devoted herself to defending the rights of womesn witil
P cleath i 1967.

Thee Cottp d'Etat of 1920 and Reza Shah’'s policies towards  women
increased  their poblic activitiss. Resa Dhah, it is claimed, secrebtly

Felpsct the formation of a womsn’'s organization called Jamivate Nesvan-e

Vatankhah, The Organization of Fatriotic Women, in 193%5,%9
The ailms of this socisty, according to its code and after emphasis
on the observation of Islamic laws and regulations, consisted ofs
1) Efforts in promoting education for girls.
& Encowragemsnt of handicrafts.
Y Literacy For wWans.
4y SBupporting poor orphan girls.
3 Feurdation of a hospital for poor womesn.
&y Moral and financial support for defenders of the country
1N war time.™
The activities of this society included the foundation of night classes,

and  arranging speechss and lectuwres wherever there was a gathering of

womzn such as in schools, festivals and other places.
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alraady begun at the beginning of the cenbuy.

In classical Irandian Literaturs and postey,  The genersl

wonnEn was deeply ambivalent. She was eilther a beactifol love  and

obiect who at time was as aloof as God and smalogous to Him,  or

she was porbrayved as a dragon, snake, devil or other evil creaturs,  wio

mE cunmiang anel unable to spealk the Druth. o=

T Korar arl b itional Islamic view on wionsn was also

im bhe owiew that God oreated womer dnferilor o man S5 Ghe ds partraye)

az  the sowcece of evil who cawsed the fall of S&dam from the Barden  of

volutior Ly of the early  twentieth

The post e

sy Powssvesr,  rought o out the deportance of  education for womesn,
Womer,  thwough thedr aclive pset in the svents of  the  revolution and

thwraagh their participation in public demwnstrations and festivities, bad

ey T re-evaluate th conception of women and to consider them
as Puman Dedngs egual to men.
I the late ninetesenth century,  many made followsrs of Bahaism and

obler  male intellectusls and radical reformers of the 1880z and  1890s

ook the cavse of women’ s rights.  Some of thess were among the fol Towe
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sarid arwd other posts of the time:

0 1ift by veil ... I long to ses thes fres
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I two or thres speakers joiln theilr volice with ms,

An agitation will gracdually steet in the country,

Ard by this agitation the faces of women will be uwvelled,

Fleasuwre will b derived from social life.

Flee, =0 long a3 the women hide theilr heads in this shrood,

Half of the Persian nation remains dead.

Esbrghi=?
Fye and heart nesd a cover of modesty
Decaying vell is no foundation for Islam.
Etesamiae

Iraj HMirza tried to stress the equality of male and  female while
attempting. at the same timg, 0 encowrage women themselves to improve
their own position through education and thirough thee search for a  new
aml f-identity which woald help them to destroy the exdisting gap  betwesn
e antd Women «

fre women not Pamsn amongst us,

(O is thare in women no poeer of distinction betesen good and evil?

Your and 1 are both human after all

Fgual in creation.

Irai Mirzao

In spite of &ll their support for the women's cause, male writers
and poets still viewsd the position of womsn only within the framework of
tha  family and  the prime duty of womsn, motherhood. Fiost of these
middle-class men had besn influsnced by the female suffragette movemsnts
in BEuwrops, yet their view on the position of women was not a feminist one
bt & conservative ad traditionalist one, with slight variation only
from the orthodoxr Maslin view. Thee literary revolution did not have an
immediate effect on the religiocus and stalte authorities. Nor did it
changs  the position of womesn in franian society. It simply started  to
draw attention Lo the women’'s questicn.

T political events of the Revolution did little to change the
attitude of  men  towards  womsn and womeEn were not given piblic
recemdtion. Their role wss widely under-estimated in the docuwnents

prabl disbed after the revolution. However, the Constitutional Revolution

Feact changed  the socic-political systen of  the country and the



stabd dshment of the parliamesnt brought about relative democracy. 66 the
sams timz, it opsned the way for degrees of seocularisation. The affects
of this on the lives of women wes that more schools for girls were opsned
and a  minority  of women were given the opportunity to attend  these
schools.

Mongol Bayat Fhilipp comes to the conclusicon that the participation
of  womsn An the political svents of 15001911 sesm o have Dbesn an
ndependent move on thelr part.? There was no hdstorical precedent, she
argues,  nor any soclal tradition of organdisation snd politicisstion of
viamen s action to inspire snd guide them.  Therefore the participation of

WOEEE . meEn AN this contest,  reveals a new nationalistic fesling and &

strong  desire for official recognition that overwbhelmsd many  womesn and
impeelled them into action.

Im  the cowrse of the Constitutional Revolution., there was  women’ s
participation in  the movemsnt but there was no ndependent  women's
movemnsnt a5 such,  with densnds spscifically related to womesn’ s position.
Therefore, although the Constitutional Revolution was a twning point in

thes o

a)l position of Iranian women, this progress was followsd by a
regression in thelr positicn. After the fulfilment of the aims of the
~evoluticm,  which incidentally did not include womsn’ s causes, and  the
restoration of order, women moved back into the private sphere of  the
Fonase except for a few women who continued to participate in some limited
activities. The movemsnt of awakening for women sesned to have  een
limited to elite urbam womsn.

o ow

s crly atter the dissppodirntment in the lack of rights  offered
them  in the Constitubion that womsn started o participate in movemsnts
Tor the promotion of the position of women and to establish sooieties  to
Felp  achisve this goal. Iranian women then stacted to assimilate  new

ideas  and to enthusiastically work towards progress knowing that wnless



thesy moverd theweslves, nothing would b achieved.

Womsn s activities and thedlr organissations were interrupted by  the

i
=

ctbreak o the Filrst World Wae. T Dranian economy was saverely
clisrapted as a result of invasions by the two Impgrial powsrs. Russia and
Britain. The Coup d Etat of February 17210 brought Reza Ehan, an  ariny
officer, into powess and in 1925 he owas declared, by the Majlis as  the
Fing. This marked the beginning of the Fahlavi rule in Iran, which was

o last witil the overthrow of Reza Shah’'s son, Fobeomad Reza Pahlavi, by

the [slamic Republic in 1979.
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FUST-REVULUTIOMARY FOLITICAL, ATHOSRHERE

T first decade after the victory of the Constitutionalists and the
over-thiraowing of Moharmmad Ali Bhan in 1909, was a decade of disillusion—
ek e demoralisation.  The Constitutional Revolution had cwtailed the
absmolute  powsr of the monarch and had created & strong legislative  boxdy
by transferring most of this powese to the Pajlis but had not oreated a

Functioning exscutive DOwer. Irt the previows order the monarch and  his

prime  mdnies Meaded the govertimesnt. Tree Comstitutionalists took  the
power of e monarch away but did not produce an edecutive mower Lo

replace it.

T |

iy faced & series of orises which led to the demoralisation

of  the Constitubional s It was powerless in the face of threalts  of
foreion intervention, namely by the Russians and the British. Facirg &
warak centiral government, many provinces formed theilr own government. Tvi"xcw':
riew cosvertment was seen as responsible for the orisis that ocourred. By
1920, e political discowse had changed from  the  views of early
generabions of reformers  who had visoalised progress  only  theough a
constitutiomal  government, to  those who began to ses demooracy  as  a
Fumchance o progress., I fact there wsre song reformesrs who talked  of
the necessilty of a "revolutionary dictataor” .t In the newxt few vears, the
atmosphere  was  very ripe for a strong centralised state which  wonld
implemant  law  and  order and would get things qoing  rather  than just
talking in the Majlis bt not being able to act.

It was under this political atmosphere that Reza Shah was  able  to
Fise as a powsrful head of the army and the government. This atmosphere
made  the army, Peaded by Reza Shah, an acceptable agent of progress.
Hopes were raised that perbaps where the administrative, sducational and

constitutional reformers hed failed, & centralised, strong army  would

succesd.  Reza Shah’s ambition to dld a centralised army fitted the rew



grientation  of  the constitutionalists and therefore e enjoyesd  their

stpport. Thaws ther last Ghadar FKing Shmad Shah was deposed and Reza Shah

Frrnded the Fahlavi Dynasty in 1900

I

S

The Army as the Fooal Point of the Govermment

Feza Ghah's relign followsd a series of reforms geared o restoring

orcer aed o

ating & central Buropeasn style  government. The new
governmant for him consisted primarily of a modern arimy. Iry mary of his
speches e put enphasis on the army and attribouted the progress  and
strength of the country to its army and the weakness of the country o
degradation  of its military forces.®  Thus the army was  "..obefore  and
above  everything. Everything first for the ammy, and again for the
aray . ' Reza Bhah saw the army as & model  for  constructing a
nation—-state with disciplined end efficisnt citizens. The soldier thus
was the model of & good citizen. This is evident by his speech 1n 19I5,
at. the national Bank of Iran when addressing the bank snplovees, e ashed
thsm  to act as soldiers and give their lives for the prestige of  thelr
courtry as & soldier doss on the battlefield.

Creating Uniformities

Thee  dmplication of this army as model was his strong diedive towards
introducing discipline and  craating uniformity. AN example  1s  the
imposition of dress code for both men and women.  This has been seen most
often, and i particular by the reliQioss critics of Resa Bhah, as
emilating the Western style clothes. For Reza Shabh, however,  this was
morer Lhan Just imitating the West. He had introduced a uniform into the
APy « The wniformed army was based on conscripticon rather  than  tribal
levies and othar groups. The introduction of "civilian uniforms”  in a

similar way was not just discerding the traditional garb and  imitating

tha  West bt it signified a step torards the oreation  of
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traditional norms, encov-aged resistance.  Mowsver,  these abtempts had,

v

o an et e pavesd ther way and women leaders and those who were educated

abroad, started theilr activities o recrudt women for education.

This  right o eduation was later bach by a series of legal
reforms imposed o help the change in the position of  women. These
Judicial  and civil reforms, 85 well as the risse in the standard of
rygisne, were o womsn's bbenetit. The age of marriage for girls was
raisedd to fitieen snd for bovs to eightesn. This reduced child marriages
and  thuas encowraged parents to send theilr dawghters to primary  schools
bfore  they  were marvied off. Also marriages were required  to be
registered and as only registered marriages were recognised, the practice

of

temporary marriage, was  restricted  and was  considered
shametl .

The Unveldling Act

The wnvelling of the female population was another major step  taken
by Reza Bhah in his efforts to free women from the boundaries of  the
house and the prevailing oppression. He decreed the abolition of the
veail in 19355, The policy of wivelling women enabled them to move about
more fresly and there were tremendous attempts, on the part of the state,
to  encouwrage women s participation in the labows force. Women  at the
same  time  becams targets of Westerm conswunerism. They ware now  more
able, and encosraged. to uy foreign consumer products such as clothes,
make-up  and  other  lwaary dtems as  they were now forced to  wear
veestern-style clothes.

Feza bhah's intention maybe was to “"liberate”" women tut he paved the
way for women to become targets of consumerism. All these changes were
geared to "emancipate"  women, howsver, in joining the social, political
and economic life, womsn were now exploited both in the public and in the

private world,



T many  womeEn activists and their supporters, the vell was  the

aymbol o

L=
by

Ffemale  subiugaticn  and backeardness. Tree  wverdil  haed besn

denounceet by s

s oweneEn and b intellectual poets and writers of  that
time,  but the opposition to the weweiling of women was causing  many  of
them to refrain from going to public places. They literally imprisconed
themselves in thelr homes and,  for example. would not even go ot to the
mablic  baths.

the fact that progressive women had pressed  for

the 1ifting of the for a long time, they condesned this insulting

and forced method and belisved thal the elimination of the chador should
b brought about by preparing womsn so that they would accept  this  law

wilth awarensss and by voluntesring.

Cooperation of Womer Activists

During Reza SBhab's  rale,  constitutionalist reformers  faced a
ddi lemina . On the ove hand, most of thelr proposed reforms were  now

possible to achisve, on the other hand, thes

wenrer achieved not throogh a
democratic parliamsntary systenm  as they had originally  thought  the
Constitutional Revolution would bring about.  but through a dictatorial
construction of the state.  The dilemma for women reformers, for edanple.
was  that  all indepsndent women’ s organisations  sand publications were
Darmexd but at the sams time, the state implensnted specific reforms in
Faver of women,  such as opsning of girls’  schopls, encowraging highsre
aducation  for women and thelr participation in the public arena and  the
bawrwang of the vell.

Ther  twe desues of the vell and ecducation for women had bsen at  the
centire  of  any  concarn for advancemsnt of womesn by reformers of  the
comstituticnal era. Women reformers now had to face a cholce: whether
to give up thelr own reformist work until demccratic conditions  again
prevailed or to cooperate with the state and achieve somsthing for women.

Thie majority of  these wormsn ohose to cooperate with the state. The



clatcoms  of  the Constitution had been disappointing Tor  these  women,®

wheareas,  despite the repressive character of Resa Shah's rale,  the new

regims Facd shown interest in women’ s issues and had the powsr to o enforoe

Thgm and therefore could be used o their advantage.

I WIERN'S )

CVERENT

Costrcion and Censorship

Ehah was dnterested in changing the condition and improving the
soclal position of women bub was against any independsnt activities that
suppertes) the expansion of the women’s cause. The only legitimate way to
achieve changes that he peroelved right for the [ranian society was to be
throogh government action. fz his redlgn continued, government  control
also  incressed. A1 dndependent and democratic institutions  such as

laboy  wnions and politica) parties were banned, The Constitution was

amendad to his benefit and the Majl beszame & tool to enforce his

wisslss . I 1931, the PMajlis passed & law declaring commoist  and
anti-monarchical parties 1llegal. Censorship was enforced on the madia.
A mwenber of  liberal newspapsrs,  most of them supportive of  women s
rights, ceased pablication. Women ' s periodicals were subject to  this
CEnsorship oo, Various womesn ' s geroups ian thelr pericodicals asked  for
e radical changes concerning tie position of womesn. Womesn who wrobe
i cthese periodicals while endoreing Reza Shah's policies in favour  of

women,,  accasionally  also oriticissd the shortconings of governmental

ActionNs. A exanple of these is Alamme Nesvan, WHomen's Universe

magasine, which was publishsd until the mid 190350s.

Control ovenr bomen' s Organisations

The force and repression that accompanied Reza Shah's policies was
haermful  to the cause of women’s advancemsnt because 1t hindered the
development of a conscious political cultuwrs and experience among  WOmen.

A example  of this is the Orgendsation of Fatriotic  Womesn
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the wnvelling law, all its manbers wers unvelled. It theretorse seepns
likely that  they  wers wrged o sncowrages wnvelling  even before the
pasaing  of  the law.** The meetings of this organisation  were  often
attended by Reza Shah’s daughters. fAshral and Shems.

The crganisation of the Ladies Centre differed from previous womsn ' s
organisations An thres ways. it was not a fenmale initisted organisation
it was established wnder the influence of thse government and was able to
use funde eavaillable to it throwgh the Mindistry of Culburs. ¥ This  kind
of relationship Ebweesn the government and & woman’s organisation  had
never existed  before. It was not a feminist organisation advocating
equal  rights  for  wonsn. Instead it followsd traditional  lines  and
govertmantal policles onowomen.  The Ladies Centre’ s activities were also
geared  towards social  owork and charity  for womesn. This systematic
parslit of charity work was also wnprecedented among women’ s grogpos.  The
charity work of this organisation sspanded greatly during  the Pahlavi
redgn. This was a way of involving active middle class women in projects
controlled by the government. They were also in line with Reza Shah's
views  of bhe position and activities of woresn. fFeza Shab was  not an
advocate  of women’s rights but he was interested in changing only those
aspects of  women’s  life that would help in the modermisation of  the
SOy . His views on womesn can be lllustrated from the following guote
by his son:

Reza Shah never advocated & complete break with the past, for always

e assumsd  that o girls could find  their best  fulfilment  in

; and  dn the moeture of supesrior chdldren. But  he was
convinced that a girl could e a better wife and mothear, a5 well as
& tter citizen, if she received an education and perhaps worbed

attside the home long enough o gain a sense of civic functions  and
responsibil Lties, 4

e Shah’s policies helped & small groug of upper oclass women bl
diid not draw the support of the majority of womsn. There were no social

andd  economic conditions at that time thalt could support such policies




Unce the force was removed,  these were asbandoned too and again the case

orf weamen could e oused as an example.

FORMEYION OF NEW WOMEN S ORGEENMISATION

Backlash by Religious Leaders

After Reza Shah's abdication in 1941, & backlash led by religlcus

authoritiss, who had lost most of their posse as a result of Resa shah's

almrst wipsd away bthe small gains that women had mede  in the

previows period.  These religious leaders were determined to regain their
lowst  control  over society by emphasising Shiite public morality  and
ol bugre, A There was a great effort on their part to restors the usage
of the vedl by women.  This proved not to be difficuli.  Many wban womesn
who  had  been affected.  were mors than willing to resume the vell. A
number of  schools for girls were closed dosn as & result of  religious
leaders’ opposition to women’ s sducation.+®

Tre religious leaders’  attewmpts to fully reverse the position of
AomeEn, however,  were not successtul.  Certain forces helped the goal of
Teninist  moverents which had started from the pericd  immediately  after
The Constitutional Revolabion, The atmosprere of democracy and  freedom
that replaced the authoritsrian and dictatorial character of Reza Shah's
reign,  couwnteracted  the efforts of religlous leaders in pushing womsn
back from the puablic activities into the private space of home.

Campaican Ffor komen s Riohvts

Immediately after Reza Shab's censorship was lifted, in a short
prerioed of political freedom, independent political activities flouwrished.
Durang this time, & nunbse of womesn’ s orgendeations were also  formed.
The rapid socio-econonic developmsnt of the following three decades wore
very nfluertial in the dimprovessnt of the position of worsn.

A consistent campaign advocating women’ s rights was lawnched by the

Hegbre Toudeh, the Commanist Party of Iran.  Thig

campaign attracted most
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Uriig

wwion of Iran,

CAITEE @ VErTY
important tonl to ooost the Hhah’'s image as the  champion of  women’ s
Fights i fran in dntesrmational circles.  Inside DTran, the WOL used  the
enercy @ ability  of women activists for its  projects. Undsr the
preval Ling  cirouwrstances,  soms very prominsnt oworsn s riahts activists
had chosen o cooperate with the Bhah in order to gelt some reforns
cartied  ocut in favour of women.  The efforts and indtiative of  these
wormen wWere Anflusntial in the reforms of the White Revolution  concerning

wing . These reforms, however, were not presented as women’s indtiatives

(R

to e pre

Ltexd as original ideas of  the monarch  himself.
Whareas  the status of women under Reza Shah was seen as a symbol of  the
mddesrnity of the soriety and the new state, during Mohammad Reza  Shabh’s
rule it beEcams the symbol of modermity of the Shah and his  progressive
view on the gquestion of women.

Fosition of Womsn

The Coup d'Etat of 1933, and the downfall of Mossadegh's govermment
was  bhe engd of the skort-lived democratic atmosphere in [ran. Moheuranacd

Rexa Shab Degan his rale with the formation of the Secret Folice.,

which Pelped increase his aothoeitarian redgn. This also markad the end
of any opposition political parties and theilr affilisted women's  Qroups.
This, fosever,  did not send the aspirations of women who  had  actively
supported the campaign for womer’ s rights.

By this time Iranian womesn wers exposed to participation in the
wider sooiety. Whereas previously women  haod besn restricted tes
traditional roles of bath attendants, sesanstresses for women  clothes,
masssrs, epllators. servants and, leter, midwives or school teachers, by

the 19530, amonost the middle class

g3, there were women with degress  in
law, medicirne, philosophy  and sducation and  lower class women  wers

gxposed o factory work in the weaving and textile industry. Freviously



wivieery anid ohid ldren of the lowsr classes would work as carpet-weavers  in
private hones o emall Tactories for traders.
Homesvesr,  work was still considered demsaning for most middle class

andd upper class women of independent means. bomen ' s economic dependence

o theeir msnfolk had comviere

1 them of theilr inferiority and dncapability

in achie

g econonie andepsndence.  Nevertheless, this was also changing

in the last b decades. The  Fahlavi efforts  and progesmmess

moddernisation had thedr dnpact on womsn in perticular and gradual ly womsn
of  all classes participated in different professions. By the 1960s,
WIOMEN wiversity  graduates  and  professionals  were competing foi
admittance  to  the different sectors of important industrial  conpleusss

sk as the odl o copper industry and the steel mills as  engineers,

doctors,  or  administrative  personnel. Thissse  nnovations  diréew mach

reaction  and  controversy  on the pert of the religiouns groups and

raditionalists  who interpreted this as an irnvasion of thelr rights  and

The  autthoritarian rale of Fobhammad Rezs Shabh also bhad affected the

£l

and  authority of religious leaders, the major growp  opposing

autfrage. Individual womesn had the opportunity to increase thedle
efforts to improve women's rights. Older gensration women and the  new
recruits  of professional  owomsEn end stwlents were effective in the
inclusion of suffrage for women in the indtial six points of  the White
Revolutiorm = Thee Bhabh claimed to have "granted"  the right to vote to
WEHTHR T » It was  because of his support of the women's rights in the face
af  the religious leaders’ opposition that the franchise for  wonen was
shacted into the law. Homesver, 1t was the efforts of many consciows and
desvoted  women in the last fifty yvears before the White Resvolution  that
Fad  prepered the grouwnd for the final passing of this law in 19463, In

That year, womesn participatsd for the first time in the election campaign
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THE TS AMIC REVOLUTION AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN

The establistment of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 1979, marked
the beginning of the developmsnt of a theooratic goverrmsnt in Iran.  Its
Cultwral  Revolution and the process of [slanisation revolved aroond the
suppressicon  of  women sl this handered the development of  the women’'s
rights movemsnt once again.  While tihe Fahlavis were criticised for their

lack  of  interest in the development of a genuine  womsn’s  movemsnt dn

Iran, religicus revivalism, the core of the Islamic Republic,  together

with obsession with Temale sssuelity and  its control. has totally
repressed the femals sed.

This chapter conducts a brief discussion of the events immediately

following the revolution during & period known as the Spring of Freedom,

Bahara fAzadl and subsegquent legal and cultw-al reforms during the process
of  Islamisation and womsn's place in the structwre of  the Islamnio
Reaprabyl ic . This will serve as & backoround to the growth of  the
post-revolutionary  womeEn ' s rights movensnt which is discussed  in the

Tollowing chapter.

THE SFRING OF FREEDUM

By 12 February 1979, the revolutionsry movemsent bad reached its peak
whea the army arracks, S5OVAK and police buildings were taken over by the
pracipl e, As A consequence, in the days following the inswrrection, many
yvowrg  peaple who o had broken into the barracks with  the crowd, armed
themselves with weapons taken from there and local street committess were
formed. These committess recrudted young people of diffarent backgrouwnds
and ideologies as they were all ready to defend their revolution. Trese

ware brained  as  revolubtionary guards, Pasdaran’e  Enghelabh and  were

assigned on guerd duty and other tesks controlling the strests.

Large nunbers  of  women participated in the insurrection either

LAY



tiir Fighting ehind the strest barricades or indirectly as  back-up

ancd mewrale forces, delivering Tood sand medicine for the fighting men and

the wounded. Bt the number of womsn who pacticipated as  revolotilonsey
guartls on duty was very amsll.

The popalar takeover of power by the revolutionaries meant that at

all  the forces in opposition to the Sheh's  government,
previously  wnderground,  such o as the  two mador guerilla groups of

Fadayan—e  khalah and  Mojabedin-e Ehalab,.  were able to  coms to o b

Jorgtront, establish themselves openly and gain popular support.

Thee  pow revolutionary ervironment bhad oreated an atmosphere  of
freedom  and  democracy  whesre various political groups with different

idenlogiss | thaeir free activities. ALl sorts of  periodicals and

bokes  were pablished and sold opsnly in the market. Different issues
were  addresssd in these publications amd differesnt views on the new

CHOWVEITTHNER T owere e et Getd o

friter the severe political repressicons  experienced  dueing  the
Fahlavi era. this revolutionary ferment was very edciting o various
strata of the Iranian population and that included womesn. It was in the
midat  of this atmosphere thalt various groups of womsn cams together o

celebrate the Intermational Womsn's Day,  which had been bamned for many

vaars,  on 8 March 1979, It should e noted here that great numbers of

wewrEs,  many of  them with leftist ideology, had retwned to Iram to
participate  in the revolubtion and post-revolutionary activities. Thesy
waree AnTluential in organising this one—day celebration. which ended up

besczoanirg a five

lay demonstration of women demanding thelr rights.

Large numbsrs of these womsn bad participated in the activities and
demonstrations  duwring  the revolutionary upheaval and  the  insuwrrection
that Finally had led to the downfall of the Imperial regime. They had,

at.  the time, ignored their rights as women and had hoped that once  the

1131
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With the establishment of ths Islamic Republic in Iran, the Judicial
systen edisting wnder the Fahlavi reign, itseld a combination of Western
andl Islamic  law, underwent tremendous chanae and the new  government
strictly impeesmed and implemsnted [slanio law.

.

bewmesrr werer awengy the First groups who lost the rights they  had

on Law and othsr

galned during many previous decades.  The Familly Frote

lesgial reforms  enacted  during the  Fahlavi  pereiocd, whiech e

inconplete,  were posiltive  in aticrn to  the progress of  womsn’ s

atus of women retuwrned to its

conditions, were abolished. lLegally, the s
initial phass. [t was not interpreted according to an Islamic philosophy
of  law corvespording in almost all its features to the sharia law. A1l
matters ralevant to the family, were again deslt with in the framswork of
the  shariz and 1t follows that polygamy and the right  to  divorce was
returted o men .

This retreat to the Islamic Code of Law. as interpreted by  the
followsrs  of  Khomeinl  entailled a reintroduction of retribution as a
cormerstone for legal reasoning. The changes enacted duwring the Islamic
Reepuablic, thamsslves & reform" movenent  sponsoring Islamisation  of
soriety, resulted in an absolute deterioration of women’'s position  in
Tran. A analysis of the new Constitution and the Law of Retribution
Fighlights this.

Thee Constitubion of 1979

I August 1979 the Madlis-e Khebregan, the Assesmbly of Experts, was

formed  of a group of anonymous people strictly adhering to Islamic law
arned  morality, basically members of the clergy. These were elected

thrrough & national election. In the elections for  the  Ass

smibly  of

Experts,  thers were s few women candidates from among whom Mondeeh Gorgd



was elected.  Thas from over seventy membsrs who dratter the Constibotion
ot Ul mew govertiment,  thers was only one womaEn. She was  from  the
traditional religious backgrouwnd promoted by the IRF and did not consider
herseld as ing a "representative of womsn' in that assembly. In otk
woirchs ,  wWimeEn wWEre not represented.

I comparisorn to the Constitution of 1905, if that Constituticon was
a  conbination of Western sscular laws and Islamic  vrequlation,  the
Constitution of 1979 was a complets declaration of & thencratic
govertmant. The basic sowcs of lnsplration for the laws and regulations
in  this Constitution is the divine sowce, the Koran and Islam. Every

right given fto a citize has to be in  accordance with  Islamic

principles', @ This wold be veritied by religiouws guardians who have

the  right to ve of Farl iament. Highes

toin the hierarchy is  the

Suprems  Gaardian, Vedavat-e Faghihb, who is inspired directly from  the

Riving  sphsre and  has all rights over the Parlisnent. In ahewt, it
provides  the basis  for a theooratic state rulded by Khoweind  as e
Quiprreime Guardian with und dmdtesd powesr .

Thee Constitution and  the manner in which it was drafted. was
criticissd not only by the left and the opposition groops et even by

liberal Muslims,  including Bani sadr and Bazargan. The referendum  for

t

tubiom we

fimal approval o

b Dy thwe 1

In many regions, boyvootting of the

Comstitution resulted in fighting betwsen the

manG  and Various
opposltion groups. In sgpite of &l the opposition.  mowsver, the
referendun produced & positive majority vote by those who voted and  the
Constitution was establiskbed in Decembsr 1979.

The parts devoted to woman in the Constitution place great emphasis
o e fanily  and  the role of women as wives  and  mobhers. The

implication of this is thalt women are not recognised outside of marriage



and femily life. Article 10 of the Constitution recognised the fanily as
the fundamental wanit of the society:

Family is the fundamental unit of society and the magor centre  for
Tt growth and advancemsnt of men. Compatibility with respect  to
el iet and ddeal is the main consideratics in the establishment of a
family, Tor the fanily provides the ori;sey basis  for man's

tleve loprment. and growth. It is the duty of Islamic government to
prvvide  the necessary Tacilities for the attairment of  this goal.
Thiiss W of b Fomily wumit delivers womam from being regarded as

an  object or as an instrument in the service of conswnerism o and
exploitation. Not only doss woman recover thereby her momentous and
precions function of motherhood,  rearing alert and  active  buman
Eeings, she gler of man in all  the
differant areas of life. Hiven the weighty responsibilities that a
womart thos assumes,  she s accorded in Islam great  value and
nobility.

The

iz oview in relation to the familyt? reflected  in legal

n

terms,  1s evident and it puts a woman in a position where she is totally

controlled by men,  reticing ber to & subservient being while providing

e with the right to divorce polyvgamy, temporary marriage and the like.

The emphasils on the segregaetion of male and femnale and on the
chastity and virginity of wonen leads to early marriages, that is  the
formation  of the  fandly institution. The Constitution obliges the
goverrimsnt  to financially help young couples  in thelr marriage  and
formimg their family. Early marriages are followsd by the creation of
children and bind young womsn to household affairs, child rearing and the
maintensnce of the family, at the cost of thelr repression. Article 2
SAYH L

The government must asswre the rights of women in all respects.  in
conformity  with Islamic coriteria, and accomplish  the following
goals: &) create a favowrable environment for the growth of woman’s
personality  and  the  restoration of e rights, tangible and
irntangiblesy by the protection of mothers, particularly  during
preanancy awd child-rearing. and the protection of children without
opdarchians; ) the creation of a competent cowt to protect and
preserve  the  family: d) the provision of special inswrance  for
wickwys  and  aged  and destitute womsng &)  the ouardisnship of
hildren to thedlr mothers whensver sudtable in order to protect  the
interests of the children, in the absence of a legal guardian.

Tt is  apparent that this provision grants social rights  to womsn

while viewing then only in thedr role as mothers and wives. B woman s



place is considersd to be in the family commonity and the governmsnt  is
obliged to protect ber in this conbest. In the entire Constitution,

we clevoted to womsn,  therse is no mention of single women,

sterils wonen oF  womsEn whin are oot willing to get  married o have
children, as 7 they ware not a port of society.

The ambiguity aboub women’s position ls apparent from the  beginning
of  the Constitution. Mary questions arise heres for example rearing
childreamn, which is the basic duty of womesn, is not considered as eing an
Yapparatus  of  workt. it is not clear in whalt ways women can be
responsible for both working ab home and ruonning the house and brlnging
up  ochildren as  well as being “fellow  struoglers with men'? Fellow

struggolers  in which “area of life"? [s this ambiguity of the women's
poeslticon to facilitate the undermining of women’ s rioghte as human beings
eqaal to men?

frticle 143 of the Constitution declares that the gualifications for
becoming & Judge o magistrate will b determined  in accordance with

Telamic principles. It was mentioned earlier that Islamic precepts

consicdar  women e

wtional  and therefore ot suitable  for conducting
Audgement. Under the previous regime, women bad been  enjoyving  the
practice of law bt since March 1977 permission for judicial practice by
werRne was banmecl, 29

In spite of the reversal of the legal position of women and  the
abolition of legal gains of the Fahlavi period, the right to vote was
kexpt. for women. This is a major difference from the Constitution of
1205, The question that arises here is that if worsn are ton enotional
to becone Judges,  how s it that they are not too emotional to elect  or
to be elected to & political position? in fact, KEhomsind hirself  had
opposed wonsn s suffrage granted to them by the Shah in 1963, Why was he

not oapposed to it at this tiee? The simple answsr 1 that the government



riesded  the support of female volers to establish itself.

in t

=oelections following the sstablisbment of  thse  Constiitution,

217 representatives were elected to the National fAssembly,. only bao of

Thesm wWnmsr . Bt

bowomen were Trom very tradit Lodous backarounds

antd always abttended the Majl black traditional ohe

They ware

The Islamic Republic nesded the vote

of 1lliterats and supsrstitious womsn as well as that of traditional  and

literate micdidle ole

wE wWorrsE supporters of Khomsind .

Law of Retribubion

Tree  Lew of Retribotion, Ghanouwn-e Ohessas. was  passed by the

Maticrmal Gssembly in 1981, This is a docuwnent which establishes a new
system  of punishment to be applied for oriminal  cases  such 25
premaditated mucder, premeditated batterv. cutting of limbs and the like.

Most of it dis derived directly from the Koram or the Sharia law practised

by warly PFuslims based on communilty needs of the inhabitants of  the
Arabian Fendrsula at the time of Mohammad. It consists of 197 articles
dealing with the panishment of the guilty by lashing, stoning and  the
like. In short, it is a system in which the criminal is panished by an
act equal fto what he o she bas commitied. In the case of mucder, the
relatives of the victim may cearry out the act of punishment.

In this law, social cultwral and political issoes  facing  Drandan
soriety are not considered. Orime is viewed as an individual sin and not
as  a social dssue and the puniskmsnt of oriminals bas been changed  from
the legal sphere  into  the personal  sphere. Vigwlng orime  as o an
individual sin, it considers mprescoriptions for dealing with orime  as
separate  Trom  efforts towsrds chenging oldtwral,  social  and  economic
conditions  which are  influential  in bring about  crimes. Tts  foous
therefore  is not the rehabilitation of the criminal ot exclusively on

retribution and pandshmsnt.



T introduction of  the Retribution Law  showsd velb anather
cliscrimination against womsEn. It was an atteck on womsn’s human rights
andd dignity. The law atiects all Tranian citizens regardless of aex, ages
o class and s interference in private aspects of individual life iz
not Limited to  woeen ot because womsn are exspected  to have  highse
aetandards  of  morality.  they are puat n a worsese position. Gince  ils
imposition,  this law has cauwsel executions and the flogging of men  and
wivien accused of illegal sedual affairs.

Aocording to the Retribution law, 1f & Muslim man kills a Maslis
wiman,  the relatives of the womsan can marder him in the same way but they
are obliged to pay halt of the financial worth of the man to his next  of
kin  before Lilling him. PP oa Muslim woman kills a Fuslim man howsever
the men’'s relatives ocouwld kill e owithoot any obligations  to pay

tfinancial retribution to bker kin. Thes mrder of & pregneant woman shold

e postponed until after her child is born.

The Law of Retribution is very much an exanple of the character of
the Islamic Repuablic. It reveals that the whole Islamic system  of
Justice was Tounded on a practical system reguired for desert  tribal
covpmunities’  daily life and not based on moral criteria which could be
applied uwiversally. This system of law inevitably leads to a
materialistic evaluation of human life.

Seregation and Serual Moral ity

The month of June 15981 was a twrning point in the struggles  for
poEr since 12 February 1979. The Mojabedin organisation, by then very
poprilar  among the massss,  displayved thelr opposition to the  government

through large demonstrations and a rally which was addressed by Bani Sadr

Whes was ConT

of Fis popularity and of his support in the army on thes
oner hand, and had also realised that he was more and more iscolated in the

govertiment,  s0 allied himselt with the




time  were the largest oppos o political organisation with an allegsd
10,00 armed militia dncluding & women’'s  brigade. The libsrals

sey cl-dvert aut by e government from key  public

supporting Band Sade,

Liems, dodned this allisnce as well,

Thi Ik atter annoauwncing thweir opposition to the govermment,

started a bloody werising against the Islanic Repubhlic. (28 June 1981
thesy ombes] the IRF Readouariters, kRilling Avatollah Behsshtil and other
prominent  members of  the parby. There were variouws attacks on the

Pz

Subsesaguently & mass  uprising

ocowrred with drastic consequences for the Mojahedin and all the left

wing opposition. A period of brutal esscutions and strest  fighti;g

of

[ Thrs larans  began a systenmatic attack on the housss
Moialwdin families and arrested and killed thoss in the houses, even Lhe

children. Tesnage bove and girls were executed on charges of not

supplyirg  nTormation about Ayatollabh Guilani, Tehran

Frosscutor, annownced that according to Islam, the age of nine for a girl
is  the age of puberty, <o a nine year old girl is mabwe snough o be
Ferlel responsible for b actions. A nunbEr of pregnant women were  also
emecuted , 2 These harassments, dmprisonments and executions of  the
opposition groups by ths regime incressed in & systenatic way. By 1985,
according to the opposition publications abroad, there were 140,000
mar-tyirs anc  B55,000  political prisoners and the executions still
continued.

Foucation and Jdob Oopporbunities

n the position of womesn in the Islamic Republic, the imposition of

in all pablic places represented the wider policles of sesual

= rEAT L « Schools  ad  training centres, sven  the beaches are

sevyregatedd . Im government offices, public organisations, parks and even

tuses,  segregation is observed. W often face redundancy and femala



ovartiment emplovess often Teesl insecurs aboot their job. Ay dnkerview
o

thuies ins

with government enplovess reves Sty

Ther reality is that womsn emplovess have no securitby. They are all
prescured on all fronts. The mnwrsaries are sriut, Linfortunately.
woresn are still regardsd in o sesual terms. and not as halfd o of the
Eopiiation. The sacking of women stilll continues. In ow
organisation they have bDesn abtempting for soms tine now o
it and worgsn.  But to soetfectively, they mast first »
retraining  and  new resources so that men and womsn wheo bave
wimtling e one root so far,  can leave thelr specialitiss cuut
e afrash. I this case, the govertmeEnt will have to dovest a
lot of money and inouwe large costs .

Gince  the government is oot willing nor able to invest in spending

money  to retrain people to work in parallel spheres and since the basis

segregation of the sexes comes from the idea of the division of
labcay  Detwsen men and women in which woren’ s place is in the Boms, it
continuously enphasises the virtues of mothaerhbood and encourages women Lo

stay  at Foines. In this propes

il campadgn the most  populss  wooen’s

magazing,  Zans Rour (Toedey's Woman), has been forced to publish articles

Eg
iy

By the clergy and the Islamic ldeolonies advooating the Islamic point  of
view o the role of womsn.

In the educational section, made cosches for physical education and
puablic competitions for women in the pressnce of men are forbidden. This
has greatly affected the stendard of physical education for womsn as mbst
coachses ware male. Art, music, and drama as well as technical training.
science  and  mathematics  at high school have  also suffered as  most
teachers of these subiects were male and male teachers were no longer
alloeed to teach in Qirls’ schools.

Thee  banning of male teachsrs from femals schools has oesot that an
certain  subjects such as mathematics and scilence and  technology,.  whers
there is a higher proportion of male teachsrs, Temale students have been
leaft  without & teachsr, after many protests by students,  authorities

have  agreed to let middle-aged, married male Leachs teach &t girls’

sahonis. The Minisbry of Education directives still  insist  that the




i

presmence of  an unmarried yvoung teachsr at a femals high schonl is o oa

tey prablic morality. In  technical sohols, all previously
co-educational . and  where the number of male students  is  higler, new

training places have not been provided for female students and thus  many

naiee students had to change subject or gquit their education.

at the level of undversity education, womsn are not allowsd to sty
law. Educational facilitiss and test books have besn altersd  for  bovs
and girls.  The Minister of Bducation has announced that in the design of
books the differsnt educational nesds of boys and girls have been tabsn
into acoount and that alove certain educaticonal level, the subjects will
b altersd  in accordance with these differences.+® This m=ant that
there will I ;ore sewing and cooking lessons and less  mathematics,

chemistry and technical and science lessons for girls.  Also the Minister

of  Education claimad that there is a "swplus of  female  teachers"  in

ating that female teachsrs take perrt-—times
dobms which was more auitable for wives and mothers, te

Combaat against Aodul tery and Fublic Immorality

Cownbaat &

toachud tery amd Ammorality stearted with efforts  against
prostitution and stoning and shooting to death of prostitutes. This was
dione Ammediately after the revolution with the setting on fire of the red
light district in Tehlran. A large numbesr of prostitutes who cepsnted and
et to Islam were kept in specilal places  where  they  would  enter
temporary  marriages  with Fuaslim omen. In obthsr words, they  becsnes
concubinss acceptable to religion.  Many women accused of adultery and of
promotion of prostitution were sentenced to death and in Kerman, & wosman
accussd specifically of this orims was stoned to death.

The inspiration of sesual morality also caused the rape and  sesual
ol p

assault of the opposition women arrested by P I most cas

swmary  cowrts have often added chargss of moral  corrupbion o bhele



palitical charges.  This applisd in particudar to wonsn of bl Mardist or

oroedps whee lived in houses with their male comrades. The

chargs of adultery, which alons is ponishable by the death penalty, or at
the least by one huindred lashes,  was in almost all cases given to o those
artested .

The Ministry of noowragemsnt of Morality and the Combat agadinst

Tmevrality, Aowe  Be Ma rouf Va Haby Az Monkar, was st wup by the

govertmertt to dnvestigate and report all cases of pubklic  immorality to
spEcial  courts. Ao Lts tasks is also preventing the consunption of

aloohol and  forbidden food and diugs. It has the suthority  to o arrest

whesre  meEn &l

peynle for listening to pop masic, for Molding partd
wiorme perrticipate topether, and for even strolling or travelling in a car

with a2 menber of the opposite sed who is not a  relative. Thezy  also

bl thee desss code A particular for owomen and in doplemstting this

Thasre  are  Qroups of womsn who are called sisters of Zeinab,

Bowhe stop womsn who are not dressed according to the Islanic  Code,
or whose ale s showing from oncer the scart, or who wear mabke-up. The
prarvisbasnt of disobsying is normally one hundred lashes or imprisonecent.

At the entrance of every governmant and public budlding, thevs s a

ial  area, Bazresive Fhaharan.,  where wonen who want to enter  those

baildings are first examined o make swre thalt they are dressed according

to the

TN A N amcd A7 not.  they are stopped  from  entering  the

bud lding and forced to change.

Enceayacorsnt of early Marerioge

The  atmosphere of sexual repression and discriminabtion  has  caused
sar-ly  marriages and rapldly fol lowing pregnancies Tor YOG wWome . The
FELNE  encaurages  marriage by not only  continuously  pablicising its
virtuss but also by material incertives such as Qiving special grants and

loans and discoant prices on houwsehold goods. I this way marriage has



wily effective solution to the problems of womesn. This has

eveE e pr ibed for prostitutes arrested ab the b

irmding of  the

Frevolution as well as the wmarried coriminal and the female drug  addicts

if PrisonS. Thes Pasdaran 3 WomeETr andd mave

themn from thelr "padeful” lives by pubting them under  their  own
protvective cars, which husbarnds are supposed o provide.,

Thee  vegime’ s  propaganda about early marrliage could be ssen as  an
effort to slow don the mdlitency among voung pesople. Youg girls  whio
are  marrisd are then prevented by law frrom attending high school. With

limdted education, therefore, and unable to develop any skills  outside

the  home. an increasing manber of women were gradually being debarcred

from public and professional jobs. This by dtself solves a great deal of
the  unemployesnt problems  the regime is facing. Tte governmsnt, by

e

cnraing moral chastity and by preventing sexual promiscuity, has also

solved  the problem of yvowsg wives of the marbyrs of the war.

are  alsn esnoocaaget] o marry these young widows. This is considersd
anothsr sacritice for than in the way of the Revolution and of Islam.

CERTREL, OF FEMALE SEXUN.ITY

FRemoval of Women from the Work Force

Repressive measures  taken against women by the  Islamic  Republic
authority evolved in the first few years after the establishment of  the
mesd  govertment and as the political and economic status of  the country
deteriorated. Just  one vear  athter  bthe revolution, 0 1980, the
andustrial production was reduced to one third and the wnemployment  rate
increased  to 30 per cent.t” Ther war with irag also had proved to be
tremendously costly,  both in terms of human resowrces and  economically.
Frordish  and  otler nationalities contdnued to be problematic  for the
cervertmet . Mincrrity groupss and othes religilous groups,  in particular

the  Bahals, bscaes the subiect of severs harassment and many  of  thedlre



membiEsrs wWere dmparisconed o el

Womngr wenrer continuesly the subject of physical  and  psycholoogical
Fear-assnsith . Tre retrogressive policiss of the state  degraded womsn’s
status  and macke them isgally, economically and politically  invisible.
Through repressive anti-fenale laws, womsn wenrre sliminated from most paid
work  and were pushed back to the boms enviconmsnt through velling  and
segregation.

Lincler thee Islamic  Republic rule, thousends  of  womsn bhave Besen

removed from the work foroe.  This was done systematically. First, the

madority of women ocoupying professional  positions such as  dudges,
lawyers, enginesers and professors lost theilr jobs. Then a great number
of womsn were also dismissed for refusing to wese "lslamic cover". Marry
were  Torced to retire sarly o were dismissed with no ssplanation given
ten thesn. Alen various psychological messures were used to encowrage
womsn o leave thedr joins.

Lonceptuatisation and Usaoe of the Vedl

Somial  harassment and strict office regulations and the  imposition

of o

corle has forced women who bad never werm the ghador  in thedr
lives to observe the Islamic hgjab, the veiling of womsan has also besn

Ampeesesd o theem theouch  non-officia mezans  Lhrouagh psychological

P EBHEITES - For sxample, the refusal of tewd drivers or shopkespsrs o

v Lrvesd Lend  wone . More severe has been the physical attacks such as

stabbhing. Deating and throwing acid in their faces. These have sometimes

e) winmnesr, Like they case of a velled woman in Rasht who
attacked two wnvedled womesn, beating them wilth her cane. ™

s owe have seen In previows chaplers,  the guestion of ths vell has
been  an dssuwe  abt the centre of the question of  women  throughoot  the

trentisth cenbuwry in Iran. Feminist movensnts, &bt the beginning of the

certury,,  dnvolved attenpts to discard the veiling of women. Shab



cecress  the wivelling act an 1936 and imposed 1t by force. After  his

abriication, ils  use reburmed Dot wes

gradually be=ing  abandoned doweing

Fobammeard Reza Shah’s  rule, Then it was widely used as a symbol of

oppExsiticm to the Fehlavi reign and finally we

impersed  again by bl

Islamic Fepublic.

The guesticn of vedling is not, howsver, a guestion uanigue to o the
Iranian case, it it is comwnon throooghoot the Moslio werld. It is used
s @ mecharasn of seclusion end segregation of women and the  protection
of men from distractions caused by the fenale sex. Covering womsn i1 a
way  to control ssxual desire at her presence. In Irar, However, this
concept has been politicised o encowrage the use of  velling. JamE-ye

Zanarr-e Enghelabee Eslamd, Women' s Bociety of the Islamic Revolution, for

exanple, declared thelr support for the spread of Islamic cover in 1980.
In  thedr declaration, they eguated the soocial responsibility of  women

with the conc

toof velling savirg that womsn as mothers of  the  futwre
generation  cold not be indifferent towseds the social order  therefores
they  shoold be dressed in sociely not as individuals whose aims are "o

satisfty  their evil and inbwnane desires",  but they showld &lso fight

Lism by velling.>*?

This is only one example of linking veiling with social order. The
paEsticn of velling has remained at the centre of different social and
political debates., The main concept is that female seduality is thwe
sorce  of evil and distracticon for men. Womsn are told to accept  this

arwl try to control it by covering themselves. A woman is socialized  to

have a negative viesw of b oan Dody and sesualitys to perceive hersalf

from  the male point of view which seys that ber sexuality provokes them

and is a thre to the sooial order.  The Islamic Republic officials have
politicised the lesue by eguating women’ s resistence to the veil with  an

Imperialist conspiracy to overthrow the Islamic Republic. Thus the use



wated not only as the means of praserving  [slamic

Ao Bt G| & s

> of defending the national integrity.

It is not being discoussed only as a religious issues, but it 1s an

important political, anel eonumio one. In whatever wsy the issue

of ths vell is vieesd, whether by the anti-veiling campailgn duwing R

Ghah s time or by pro-velling male leaders of the Islanlc Repablic,  the

concept of velling has never een addressed s an oppressive measuwre to

control femals sexuality.

Tre  imposition of sexual morality, segregaticon laws, killing of
prostitutes and lashing and killing of adulterers prove that the isaus of
female sewuality, @nd its control, has been the mejor incentive to the

reactionary, legal, scoial and economic measures Laken against worsn

since the coming  to poeer of the religious  fundamentalists in Iran.

Seual  compleres and frustrations of men haves showen Thers

thrciagh

institutional i

irg sepreation and velling of womsn.  Sewual frustrations

fa]
-
-1
-

e omales cams out n different forms of athtack against womsn. Oryez

incident  coldd  serve

& eEdample. During women’ s demonstrations of

1977, there wers a number of man who exposed thedlr genitals to marching

wems bellang them that was what they wanted. =@

Thes treatment of women seens o e overy different under the Fahlavi

reglime when compared with the I[slamic Repablic. However,  the perzonal

views  andd  feselings of the lesders of the two regimes,  the Shak and

Fhomeini, towards  women seem o e the sames. The moth  repressset
5 Y F

traditional  and cuwltwral sterectypes of the male popcdation of Irao.
They both have an anti-—fenale desire which is bhe result of their fear of
famale sexuality.  The comon views of the o lesders could be seen from
their  interviews with Oriana Fallaci. She has interviewsd sach man  at

w1 oable to reveal  both men’s

chifferent timss  in history and she has b




viemes and Teslings bowards women.

What interview with the Shah revesled was  his  smacholsn

from  wder  the cover of his "progressive”  retorms on the  position of
woyneri.  The Shaby like many religious leaders, did not Delisve an wWomsn’ s
intel lectiaal ablility. ™ T him, wimsn were the lesser sed, objects of
plessure and childi@zaring. In spite of his personal views bowsver,  the
Shah had no objection o womsn’'s participation in differsnt professicons.

He had a st

1 desire for powsr and a contusad value system.  His strong

Vi ard his policiss had also caused the exploitation of

thes meciority of womesn .

Flremeind cams Trom a totally different world and was & religiocus man
whe belisved Islam had the answsr to all guestions. His person and  his

religior b DEcome one. His view of the female sew is therefore based

on the interpretation of the Foranic verse. Thee classic interpretations

[ FUELVE  WEENEN

s @ syl of disorder and & sowroe of evil  who causes

PRI,

chaos ., i society . fecording to this interpretetion,  these

are interent in female mature, therefore a womsen should cover Perselft and
shoald e controlled by rules and regulations of Islam. These rules and
regulations, of couwrse, include segregation and veldling.

On various oocasions,  Khomeinl has snphasised the importance of the

Vel . O one  oocasicon he even declared  that one of  the ge
achievemsants of the Islamic Revolution has besn ths retun of the
RN B A His obsessicn with the veiling of women and his  belief  that
wvelled wonen  distract men, was shown in his interview with Fallaci
cuicted below.  This is a classical percepbion of female as the seducer of
el e, Veailing  is therefore nesded to protect men from this  seductive
e of the female sex.

Wewnsr who contriboated to the revolution were, and are,  women with

the Islamic dress, not elegant women all eade up like vou, who  go

arcurd . all  wncovered,  draoging behind then & tail  of  men. T
ceacqush who put on makeup and go dnto the street showing off their




ir hadr,  thedlr shapes,  did not fligbh agairst the Shahs.
il arvvtbhing goocd, ot thoss. .. Fcd this is so ecause,
by uncovering  theme ract meEn, and upsst bhen s

Flegmeini s fesr of fTemales sesuality and the need to control it is
shoge An has ook where e ssssrts that womsn should  cover thomselves

aven N front of a young oy who bas not reached the age of pabarty but

might have s

il cesdrer 1t is alyight for a man to take the pilcoctuwre of
& wioman but he should not look at it afterwardss;  and i & man could cuwre
2 wernan Dy only looking at bee,  Pe o should avoid touchding bee and if b
condd owre her by only touching her, he shoold avoid locking at her. =9
Fhomeaind s wiesds  On women  are  representative of traditional
Freligious male values;  those of the Bhah represent the traditiconal macho
values. They are both stereotyvpes of the lranian male popalation. Thw

shabh’'s  inner feelings towards womsn were hddden whder the cover of  his

desire for poassr and progres Like many "modernised” and Mwesternidssd”

Tranian mal e was cawght in the contradictory and conflicting values

of East and Moot Eromeini on U other hand sowed no reservations  in

Her evern sess bdoe

blumtly expressing foas the interpreter of
Gl s words. Thee attitude and actions of both men go beyvond themselves,
zing for or against the progress of women. They stem from thedr will to

control and manipuilate powsr.  The issws is the control of the state over

e, ancd of men over women, which is not unigue to lran.
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The developmsnt of womsn’ s movenents and the position of women atter
!

the FRevoluticon nesd  to be considered within  the broader  contest of

malitical changes since the sstablistoent of e Islamic Republic. This

chapter  analys the formaticn of various secular and religlous  women' &

groups and thelr developmsnt in relation to the prevailing policies
e govertrent discussed an the previous chapter.

In spite of restricticons imposed onowomen by the Islamic Republic, a
review of the  development  of WCHRETT & rights  movesnents ir

sibicm of  wonen has

~reEvolubionary Iran shows that although the =

reveresd,  the guestion of women’ s position and cights within the

oy

Tranian salishy has DEcome a prominsst w2oand the subject of debats

for  almost all political groups. This in itself i1s a sign of hops for
wenmEn and shoulad this regime e defeated,  the wowmen’ s issus will play a
sicnificant role an the development of any political system which will
replace ik. The soocial forces that will come fo power will have to
comsider the position of womsn.

DISAFFOINTMENT AFTER THE |

AL ATLON

[ruang the ashort period of denccracy which eddisted immediately aftter
the  Fevolution in Tran,  a number of dndepsndent Tranian womsn’'s  groups

fleawisted., The  starting  point for mary of  these groups was the

Taticnal Women s Day in March 1979, when women, while oelebrating

Imtermational  WMomen’ s Day,  also protested sgainst  the rempressive

ares thalt the rew regilme had started to take against them.t

Mamy  women had hoped that this demonstration and the  demands  of
wowres frrom the govertment would be the begirning of women’s  achievement

in defending and gaining their rights. Women wearse now chal lenging very

consciously the patriarchal norms that governed then for maey centuries.

a6



i w@r, Tl e of the authorities and the progressive Qroass, and

later polill the Islamic Republic, proved that

patricrchal  morms wsre stronger and mors desply rooted than women had

dmacyired - The repressions and leg bricticms of  Jue 19YRL whioh

hanmed ths Civities and pablications of the lettist  and  peogy L L VER

grongps,  also included preventing the sctivities and publications  of

Fce-Phaslim  wWomEr TS QTS . Imn additicm, thee  government

traditional Puslim laws and regulations on womsn.

Thee  complesity of the Tranian revolution snd the popularity of  the
fundamsntalists bhas made the revolution appsa- to be very retrogressiva.
What should not e overlooked  bere ds the growing opposition of

sive groups within the revolution to the regime. The strugals of

for  demooracy  and  against  dmperial ism has now b

sappcially those of  the

sl ard thee socialist feminist ones, is more difficult. T

public,  and in particalar womsn,  conpars the present situstion with the

(W 8

wcle e Bhah’ e regims wher They were more prosperous and  thus
felisve that the revolution has made 1t worse.

This regetive abttitude is felt very acutely o the question of
WM & The monarchists in particular emphasise the few gains of women

ancl  the bbetter position they enjoved under the Shah’s regime and thus

claim  that 1t was progre:

SLVER @Mel Prer el IEETT . Ty do not realisse  that
thee Ffew rights that women had geaned, such as the edpansion of education

and  Job opportunitiss Tor women and legal reforms in Yavour of  womsn,

the results of the post second world war capiltalist developrsnt  in

Tram  and that this depsndent developrent did pot cause  the  fundamsntal

srsial  andd

TRV & ¥y

chang

g for  the soergence of oo

CHEMCHI T ACY The  Fahlavi regilee’s precooupstion with blocking all the

charrmels  of pablic and political expressions messnt that &l tiwz

AL



texd by

Foirmations, including the arcund womsn s emancipation, wers ol

e reglims’s official  orgens and contirollsd by it There was no

ey vbowomEn T s omovaenent under the Shabh’ s reams. The militant  and

revoluticnary  womsn of  the pariod whn wers possibles leaders of  such
citieril la

Hhahs

powomen , whether guerillas, students or class conscious worksrs,

Fopesd that  the  revolution would overthrow the  oppressive  regims and

replace LU with demooracy, Andependence, and improvemsnt in The position

of themselves and other oppressed grougs. Thus the movemsnt against the
Fahlavi dictatorship became most dmportant. Ay other  denmands becans

amoondary at ths time. s oa result during the revolubionary upheavals

tang Trom 1978, Temindist consclousness and demsods submerged within
n
e i S R R T Hrasssver, womesn s sel f-awareness and contfidence

thes b

wist e [ theough their mass participation in the events preceding the

N N o

revalution. Mo oa resalh of this lack of feninist denands Though, b

potential for women’s liberation ceus diministed as thee

i by this proce

dominant  ddeology of the revolubion becams Islamic. The dominance  of

£

logy meant that womsn were encouraced to strike, demonstrate and

face  arimg L opposition to the bhah.  Yeb they wers at the sams bime

encoudraged to submit to thas ideology which detined then as  the  weaker

oy and with rights different to those of men which pot limits on thedir

tiong and way of life as hunan beings.™

@ s



CARAE LIS

s a consequence of the process of Islanisation, prominent positions

i the legel profession wers also given o religiloes authorities. The

result owas bhat  bhe Mindstey of Jdustice e its campaign agadnst

practice Dy owomen Judges and magistrates and training  progeammss for
female  law graduatss were cancelled. The Federation of  womsn  Lawyers,

Jamvate  Zanane Hoolouabclan, was formsd in opposition to this act of

cleyverTime ., These womsn had Just realised that the aathorities intended
to eliminate woasmn From all aspechs of te Judiciary. &t this  tims
rumars also bed mgun to cilroalate that the Familly Protection Llew was to

bz

Wl ished, Thare ware cases of bhushands who had beesn able to obtain

wiconditional  divorce certificates  from the notary publics and had
bypassed  the Family Protection Cowrts seb ap to deal with mabtiers
concerning divorce anod the costody of ohdldren.

The Federation of Women Lawvers was among the first womsn’ s grosps
Tormed immeciately after the revolution. This organisstion, daring the

first months of the revolution, organis

] many sit-ins,  pebitions and
leaflet campaigns. They were initially supported by all  the leftist
aroups n thelr demands. Howsver, theey were not supoorted in action, as
theeir demands and problems, according to thesse groups’  view,  were  nob

relevant to that of

Later on, Hhowever, as  the religious

wlers”  Fold over the government and the judicial system strengthened,

it bmcans obvicuws o these groups that women juwdges and lawyers were  not

ther only ones thet were to be eliminated. The whole secular legael system

ad  to e abolishsd and replaced by §

conrts and the system of
Islamic  Justice. The legal profession as understood in the West, was

destroyved  in Tran and the strugole of womsn lawyers was lost in bhe




WIMEN 8 FROTESTS AND |

At the begiming of the revolution when provisional govertment  was

eetabhlisted, 16 was very difficult for owomen who bad participated in thwe

tor memlieve that  the very  revoluticnsey  foroes they had

supportesd had set out to take oppressive and restrictive measures against

thesn. There had been commentaries by religilous lesders about veilling for

weynes ard the aboliticn of the Family Protection Law,™ but none of  these

haod besn tabken seriously by womsn. Hosever, as the oppressive measure of
thee mew govermment against women began to unfold,  women became more and
mowe alarmed] aboat the Lloss of fheilr rlghts.

Mo oearly as b owesks after his  retwm,  Ehomsinid  ordered  the
Mindistry OF Justice to review the Familly Protection Act and eliminate all
the  sections that contradicted lslamic principles.® BEven at this  times,
mary wosnEn foind it hard to belisve thab Ehomsini himseltd had started the
repressive measures against women. They blamsd Khomsini' s addes as being
responsibile for the slinination of this law. A minority of women of the
etucated middle classes betams exbtremely alarme! and worried.

Thee  dincreasing  amdietises of the educated and middle class  women
coincided with the events of the preparation for  the  Internaticonal
Wonsn s Day an 8 Farch 1979, Since a few wesks prior to the Women’ s Day,
mewly Tormed  women’ s groups bad bad meetings at Tebsran Undversity  in
preparation for a rally in remsmbrance of this day which had been banned
wnder the reign of  the  Shah for many  years. The day before the
demonstration,  Ehomsinid had dencouwnced the Intemational Women's Day  as
bering & Western phenomenon and bhad emphasised the nesd  for hedab  for
WCHTEN o This caused more  anger and  diseappointment  among  women aod

incresssc The mumber of weren participsnts.

r>u



Faryy women who went to wiorlk the following moming were told to wear
a scart befors even entering the building. May of these womesn  refussd
to do s oand orgonised demonstrations.  For edanple, female emplovess of

the  Foreign  PMindstry staged & demonstration oatside  the ministry  in

5T Great munbers of themn gathered st Tehsean Undversity  Joining

otbwre in they demnstration against ths dmposition of compulsory velling.

demcnstraticns and

amatec B,000 -~ 10,000 womst had Joined

what  was  plannsd o e a one day celsbration becamse a Tive day act  of

et t

nring the days,  womsn asked for egual rioghts and shouted

e slchoas Tn the Spring of Free

dom,  We Have Moo Fresdom" . Thusy
also  demsnded & grester volce in the government,  egual pay Tor equal
wowk, b right to choose thelr oan way of dressing and the preservation
of the Family Protection Law. The madority of these women wWere unveld led
bt some velled women ware ameagd them.  There was also a minority of  men
stappEsrteErs ancog thesse denmonstrating womsn.

Thesse demonstrations, despilte thelr coverage in the Western  media,
waEre not coversd by the Trandan national  television and radio news
CATEITRCIE - The  reason for this was that the new director of national

raclio sl tel

weisior, Sadeqh Ghotbzadeh had not only decided  agasinst

of the svent in the mnews bubt had also organised a rally  against

wootresrr s clempenstrations. Theare  were @i estimated 100,000 prEe Les ,

¥

et womsn among them,  shouting slogans in support of

theusancks of  wveld

Gl

adeh ard the Islamic Republic.®

In spite of the great number of wonen participating in this rally,

it owas faced with opposition amd Rostilities by men ano womesn  supporters

of  the reglme and revolubionaries of both ledft and  right  ideology.e
Womeny demenstrators were  physically and verbally  absed. Thay were

subjected  to attacks by fanatical groups, bDeaten,  knocked  down and



ik fre thesm. Wownesrn participants were thirestenesd amod were called

Poargscican agents, and supporters of the previous reilos

Yoot bl

Ther  rally was dismissed e demands ol womesn we

ioneredl « Weamesn

A el A

b

arcd a ovearr lai cownprtlEory velling was lmposed on
Thessina

FORPETION OF WOMEN & GROLFS

The positive outooms of the s

wrts arowned the organising of  the

rally for International Womsn s Day and the prot agairmst the abolition

of Thgs

“amilly Frotection Law and compulsory veilling, was the formation of

T e wimen 8 grongss, the Mational Union of Women, rehacd-e el live

arch b Boen s Emancipation, Ra

smal ey oQroagss

oy and theeir

~ed Lncder s

that had i a1 e FE NS

mganbere Jodned Thess Do organisations.
Tree Mational Union of Womsn (MAD) was basically formesd of university

students and professicnal women like  teschers,.  nurses, and office

workers ., This organisation supporbed the | Dl ard mesth

clayan organiss

of its  membsrs considered themselves Parddst-leninist in ideclogy. &

i

mirority  of  its oenbers, o Sy wEre supporters of  other Maraist

CHCRAHS Thee P pablishesd & bi-wsekly newspapsr called  Bouality,

andd a monthly magaszine called Womsn  in bbruggle,  Zan Dar

Trese publications becams drreguiler later onoas thedr  weork

WES AN

singly Torcsd wderground.  Tn The shoet period of thedle public

activiti

wm ., Uy organise] literacy =, plrotographic edhibdtions and

e Lar political seninars and discussion grouapss. They maraged to

groes dnto a national orgeanissticon with centres in most magor olties.
Thea  Momsn’ s Emencipation (WE),  also a Marxist ogrouap,  was formed

mainly  of noresligned Peeedst womesn . Thedr pablication wes a  bDi-weekly

cxal led bower’ s Emancipatic,

Theay  also  organ ised

Alar

g, sEmninaes andd puablications Dol were not sweo Tl oooan

LA



spcling drto a national organisaticn.

reremsrHAs T rags thae were formed i thds perdod e lockesd

the Society of Dranian bomen, Jamivat-e lanan—s winich was organised

by micid Le— = maticnalist groups and wes linked to the naticonalist Iran

Farty, | Aran, imitially formed in bhe 19490s and thes womsn s group of

the  Mational Demooratic Front,

e

FMella., which also

included some socialis and marzists in its cembership. Both of these

isations tesdod  mespta and  corferences but o did o not have a

oy
publication of their oo, only statenents released in the press.

Various state supported Fuslim women’'s groups weee also formed,
Their main  tasks wers o boost the infloence of  ths regies and o
bl iedse Telamic views and wWaysS o5 WOimesn . Thezir members were basically
religicts and traditional womsn.”  These national and political  women’s
organizations were not bthe only expressions of the new shaps of  weomsn’ s

mervesimEts An revolutionary [rar. There ware  also nunerous smal ler

winmst e oroups that were formsd Ao women’ s work places and in relation to

thee women’s professions and needs.  The best known of these groups is the

Fecls

ation of Women Lawvers mentionsd above. fnong other small  women’ s

grigss, the omes formed at the Mational Ranb, the Ministry of Labow, the

Tes L et siongs Office, and  the Flanning Organdsations and other
ministries and public organisaticons, as well as some factories with high
numbesrs of female emplovess, These small groups were basically Formed
arcund specific nesds such as equal pay for women,  provisions for

childeare facilities. maternily benefit and in many cases emplovers were

foroed o provide  child care facilitiss where ey did not exist  or

expand the esdsting ones. The members of these small groups participated

i hhe demonstrations inst compuldsory velling for  female  government

anc pblic smplovess which was antrocuced in 1980, By 1981, howsver, the

govertmsEnt had sa

dexd n sacking or silencing active feminist  women

113}



involvesd in organising womsn and arbiculating theilr specitio demancds.

Tl resselution hac also caused  specitic problemns sch =32

wemplovmsnt, particolarly among ths oyoung.  Fany growgss of wyowng wWomsn
angd female students and teachksrs participated in the action against these
aspEcific problems. Thers were many demonstrations and ocoupation of the

Mardetry  of Laboor and other mindstries by variocs groops of  anesployed

Wi were demanding that the governmsnt should regenerate many businesses

that were abasndoned Dy fleeing awners a0 that they could be mun Dy the

wokers thevnsslves . There  was  an  wna@nployed  women' s group that
participated in these eventes aroungd the dssue of unemploymsnt.

In provimcial toeees, women Lo thee edocational fislds displaved great
militancy. Frotesting young womesn,  mostly hdoh school gicls,  ococoupdied
the Ministry  of BEducation offices in their toen on various  occasions,
sometimes  Folding  top officials as hosteges in order  to facilitate

rEsggetiatl Ore such noident ooowrred in Qobobsr 1979 in Kasham.®

These  groups of young female protesters could be categorised  into
Tt oroups,  the firet one being high school or wiiversity graduates  who
weare  promised jobs at the end of their service in the army  educational

COF . The

had  been introcluced under the Shabh’'s  regime and were
uwrdertaken  in the place of conpulsory army service for Doth o omen and

wiorreE . Under the new regime, these were withdrawn DeEcause of the cuts in

public spending. The second category were females students in technical

Fools who o had been dismissed beEcause the new  regims had  dismantled
ceeducation. The government had refused to provide separate facilities
for then as  they were too few in nunber and they had been forced  to
change codrses oF abandon theilr studies altogetbeyr.

Femals  high  school students, «longside male students, also very
cfter  participatsd o demonstrations nobt dust related o womesEn’ s Lssues

bat im support of other disswues.  With the incoreass in censorship, barass-

154



mek angd e isonment of thes cesmarcds of demerstrators
included  more and mowe the demand for freedom of spesch and against
censorshis.

LN FROCESS

Thwoaagheeat the  flrst year of  thelr  establishbmesnt,  the Islamic

goverTmEnt dmpes

ol segregetion policies  which atiected sducational,
leisws and job opportonities for womsn. In addition, the abolition of
thee Family Frotecticon Law, lowsring the age of marriage for  womsn to
thirtesn, bhanning  mevried girls from attending high schools and ot
restrictions  such as banning the practics of womesn Judoess and lawyers,
becamns of great concerm o a great numbsr of womsEn. Tree protests of
Mauroh 1979 against the compulsory velling amd the abolition of the Family
Frotection Law bad causssd a partial retreat by the governnent and  Family
Frotection  Cowrts  were set up to safeguard womsn’ s cights in matters
COcerming divorse. The rnew Constitution also made it clesr that  women
wElE goang o have a very limited role to play in the governmesnt of  the
Tslamic Repablic.®

A omumbeer of professional womsn's groups, ths natdonal Undon of  blomen
and the Womsn' s Emancipation groups jointly set up the Women s Solidarity

Commnatte i Zarian dn order to coordinete thedr

e Fomdtenve Hambas

activitiss., Their first Joint move was o organise a conference on 29
Mowvesnber 1979 in Telsran Polviechnic Uhiversity. Thousands of  women
participated in this suwcessful confersnoe. Daring the evening  session

of ths conference, electricity was oculb off by the opposition groups but a

o lutilon was read by cendlelight. While denouncing varicous measures

inst  womsn since the revolution,  this resolution called  for
spaal  rights  for  womsn in the family and sociebty, as well as  full
participation  of women in political and social affairs. It also dealt

with problems of fighting impsrialism and establishing  democracy . T



sl oy Ampesrialism and egual militaey braining Tor owomen o Fight
with  fmerican dmperialism was a response o the hostsge orisis that  had

gsrtartexd sarlier that month.

The saccess of this conference encoaaraged the comnittes to continue

arc o organise and prepare for the celsbration of

Intermatcional Womsn' e Day in Farch of the following year, 1980, Or that

day a large rally was beld in Teheran University and many messages of

sl idarity from various progressive organisations both in Iran anod abroad

weare  pead., Tiee comnitbee was Then  renamed  the komesn’s  Solidacity

Cenaneil

ey

aye Hambesteoi—s fanan. Meestings snd rallies were also held

o that day in various major citiss by menbers.

By  this time, howsver,  dissgresment that had ocowrred  among the
membazrs of  the committes had oreated an ideclogical split among them.
This reflected the split and sectearian differences that existed among
different Marsist organisations in Dran with whomn these variocus  wonen's
oiFtdis within the comittes were affiliasted.  The National Undon of Women
which was the largest and had drsen most of Lis senbership and supporters

From  thee B

female manbers or supporters, organissd a separate
rally . e

Fesothe reqglms’ s restriction on the activities of the leftist groups
becars  stronger,  the kMomen's Solidarity Cowncil becams inactive. T
rigws Bulletin of the Council published in Septembsr 1900 showsd,  very
clearly,  the dilemna facing the women’ s movenants and showed that severs
repression had  made  the struggle for  democracy move importast than

strugoale for the womesn’s  cause. It declared  that  as  womsn faced

irgjustice, to them it essemed sometimes impossible to fight for specific

A felt it was mowe r

rights  and that they of

sary U corrbiree  thesie

struggle in ot rarie, 2

Ir Juldy 19600, thee  Womenr’ s Emancipstion group and a amall



A women s gronp called the Sccisty of  Militant Wooen

Srjomans  Fanane Pobarez.  Jolned together to continue the activities of

the  council  and owith the Rope of preparing o resist the  evertual
introduction of conpalsory velling by the regims. The imposition of the
comprilsomy veldling by the regims had Tadlen e previous year Dol womenm
wearE @dpecting Lts re-introduction at some later stage.

(v 4 Julye  howssver, bl decres of comprlsory velling was arnnouanced

trv  Prime Mindster Rajal. Aocording o this bill, worsn atiending

govertmert offices and public organisetions bad to ob ress

and wear a scart, hejab-e Eslami. Mambers of womsn’s groups demonstrated

coitsicde the Prims Mindster s OFfice ot wesre foced with H

3

whey & 2 Lhem. Mevear-the Laess B

gl statives of these groups o discuss their demands.

Thee  Ffollowing day repiresentatl of MW and WE  handed in their

arncd  divorce

remolutiors with five podnts demasnding ohan
lawss, lifoing restrictions on women’s education and dob opportunitis=s in
paarticular that of woinsn in legs) practice, and an dmexliate cancellation
of  compulsory veldling  and finally an end to the harassment of  women
doctors, teachsrs, office workers, and all professional women.  This last
point was in reference to a canpaign in the newspaper  Islamic  Repuablic
against  the women who begd pacrticipated in recent  demcnstrations. This
Campaidin Tz denounced these TN AL counter-revolutionaries,
imperial ist agents, Westermn "dolls", prostitutes and promiscuous  women
wio  suppo-texd  the Shah and Hakbhtiac. bis last Prime Minister, and wiho
wemer Leing the lssus of women’ s rights to destabilise the revolution and
the Islamic Repuablic.

The  ruthle

opposttion of the regims,  bowsver, aradually  drove
wormesEn ' s protests underground  in order to swvive. In the following year,

thousands of  women lost thedlr jobs or were forced to retire early on



charges of refusal to ob jalby or an sympathissrs of the Shahb's

L

regime and as victims of the canpaign to oub e

In additic, as

e governtment was Tecing the still dnoressing problems of  wnemployment,

WOHET WEE snoouraged to shay at o and the viebues of housekesping and
oty wevre presched oo women.  Women were reminded that  thear

primary duty was to e good mothers to bicing ap geod childesn and thas

leave thwe Job oprortunitiss oabside the donmsstic spherse to men.

SACCRTTION, OF g DRESS CODE

A campaicgn against womsn who did not wear a scarft and the Islamic
diress was  lawnchad in July and fugust of  that vear. Womsn were
comtinuounsly injwed in the streets and public places by stones and sharp
objscts and acid thrown at them or by stabbing o beating.  These attacks
were Dy anonymous groups of omen and althoagh the govermiment lssued
wartiings  to the attackers, there is no record of arrests or punishoent
for these groops.  Later on, Rowsver, the pomastment of women not wearing

the hejabre Cslani scams more official and included lashing those parts

of the bodyv, arms o legs., thet were not covered. Grachaal 1y the wearing

of  make-up o naill polish was also forbidden and women had to o and

M

2

special room o be examined for proper Islamic dress

before entering  any

CJONVEFTUTRN t [ RIe i) 1L

e

FPublic presswe agadnst wowmen seonsd to eass with the beginning of

the war against [rag in

2. Instead, the isswe of Marbyrdom

was  concentirg oy anid At seemsd that for a shoct period of  fdme the
precoroupation of the attackers shitted from aggression towards wmen to
agoression towards the enemy and the hope of finding the promised beaven
throeicgh martyrodom. However, by Juws 1981, Beni Sadr had  Ieft the
pxlitical soene. Thee more orthodo: religious leaders consolidated their

pogEr excluding the more liberal  and meoderate Foaslims  within the

ceEr T L . Thee dssie of women s dre

and position was then  taken up



rat with & greater smphasis. Governmant direstives  banned  fThe

employment  of  wvedlled women in all public places  and  private firms.

s were dnstructed not to serve uanved led womnsn customers. Thes

=t o

naticnal airline, Tran Alr, was nstruac

¥}

e ol o carry wrvvesl ledd vt .

Fverr tasd drivers retusod to carry wved e woms .

ENCEOF_THEFf

IVE £

Ve sdlence  of  the lett wing organisaticons  with regsed to the

]

dmpessiticn of o prmneEn alzso Relosd the regime to achisve

ite goeal s sl soorer . Daring the demonstrations of Perch 1979 both

Fadayan and Puiabsdin and other smal ler Marsist groups,  did not support

thee  causs  of  women ancd the demonstrations. The Modabedin and  the

ty criticissd women for playing into the hands ot

Comnm i ist Farty
dinpr-ialism and thus creating daengers for the revolution.

CH: Fenp- left wing organisations  had also  dencunced nEn T S
demonstrations and objections. The guestion of the Hejab for them  was
relevant cnly to a minority of middle class women and thus irrelevant  to
the causs of the revolution. The argurent was that  there shoodd be

fresdonm of  cholce of one’s oclothing vet since the majority of  Iranian

wonresr were already using the O

great

Fiz

problamn.

The following vear, bowsver, most of these groops pablished articles
in support of  exguality for owomsn and discussed  problenms of Ths
adpdoitation  of  women but o did not o or coddd ot present concrete
procprammeas o combat the exploltation of women to achisve eguality.

The Democratic Organisation of Womsn, the Cosmendst FParty ' s womsn' s

oroaygs, presected  a programms of action in its manifesto and  began o

prablish aomonthly Tor womsn called Womsn' s World,

However,  as  the Communist Farty and therefore its women’ s groop.  had

alle to the re

e, this mag aly echoesd the re




Views o noet maior desues A The Tudeh Foaety newspapese aleo had o Jodned

stirating winmsEn against the compulisory veiling.

NG
tmemzdiately after the revolution,  the Women ' s Urgenasation of lran,

trol Ledd ne bl ot PN e

a3, X ClomEr TR

organisaticns.  @od the only one in the Shaly s Tran, beasded by the Shah's

Feshraf,  was abolishe This organisation was sst up in the esarly
1960 sl hadd espanced considerably in the last two decades of the bShah's
FE L. By i late 15%70s, it had ranchss in almost all maior cities
and toes throoughout Iran. It had organdsed literacy,  Fealth education
it crati classes for womsEn. It also ran centres to deal with Family
problems. It had libraries andd resesrch depase-tments which collected dadts
arnd prablished books on the position of womeEn.

Im the last yvesr before the revolution,  this organdsstion was  mun

it with iy reghridancies and olosed down most of 1ts branches. This

was,  aner) other problems, as a result of the organdsstion being strongly

identified with the regims and in particular with the Shah's =i
obher memlars oFf his Tamily.

Following the February insurrection, howsver, most of its resources
ware appropriated by & manber of Muslim revolutionary womsn, allied very

closely  with the new Jolamic regims. They organised themselves as  the

Fuaslim Women s Movemsnt, Nehzat-e Zanane FMosalman. Their major activity

wag  an bl form of propagascds For the regime and for Islam in general.

Homaesvesr, theilr publication was exdited and run mostly by omen and contained

irrele ticles such as apby of Ghotlz Ta Most  articd

discussed differsmt

wints of Islamic ideology and the life of  the

Family of the prophet Pobagmad.  This organiss Ll an

lasted only one yvear.

Vhez prominent leader of these Muslim wiomsm was Aszanm Taleghani,  wh



becams politically very active and well Enown. Paam 1s the daughter of

tyyatollabh Taleghani  the popualar and most libe

~al  of  the leading
C LGOI . fazam  capitalissd  on her fatber’ s position and was  also

el Ly e total identification with traditional Tslam sod support for

FET) LI -

Mazan Taleghana, politically sctive and involved as she was, then

& mgmbesr of  Farcl lament. When she lefh the Maslin Wonsn's
Moverent, she foundsd the SBociety of Womsn for the Islamic  FRevolubion,

Jamayes L

e Engelabtr-s Eslamd. This new womesn’ s organisation was aleo

Feslped by the new reglimes. The foous of its activities has  been o

organiss  exiucationsal such as Literary and  Islamic  ildeology.
ferclicarat™ts,  sports and military kEnowledge. Tt doss not have & regular

publication but often releases staterants on cwrent issues o the press.

WOREN' S ACTINVITY = PERN'S PUBLTCITY

Varioius that wer als

Fourmdedd in the work ple

have founded thelr own Muslimn womsn’ s groups. These includes the Socisiy

of  Fuslim Wosmsn OfFFice L am Neges anct Pusiim  Teschsra.

Employe

w5, RS

Tk D LHTEN S societl

SE7

in the first foew years after the  revolution,

ware very instrunental in establishing the infloence and beogsamcry of bl
governmant and in particolar the IRP among womsn . They inevitably beoams
a means of propaganda for the Islamic ideology preached by the government
authorities. Their major activities throughout the early vears of  the
revolution, have besn to organise seminare and meetings on the  position
of woren n Islam.

Im July 1980, the Society of Fuslim Womsn Office BEmployves isex

a seminar in Tebsran around the tims the conpulsory velling for women and

piblic enployvess was introcuced. The seminar was given Tull coverage in

the madia and was very well publicised. The seminar opsned with readings

of the FKoran, then a taped spesch by Fhomsini on Womsn s rights, fol Lossd

1O



by amether epesch by Hanil Dadv, then Fresident ot the Islamic  Repablic,
which was read by a representative of his office. Ranl Sadr’'s messsoge o
Tramian  womsn was that they  shoald fres thensselves from e b

gupdoitation, meaning from Dlindly  dmitating  the Westerm  ways  and

Tasmhior.  Imetead, they shoudd concentrate omn budlding & new Tram, whers
producticon cams fiest and conswaption later. The message also was to

.

reming  thewe that they bhad o doty to identify amd e

Falyl ish real EUTIAL

values and nob to be divertsd Dy irrelevant lssues (presumably including

theat  of U

Most of the activities andd publications  of

grcaaps were led o dominatsd by omsEn and thus they  never  concermed

with ther real, concrete, everyday problems of  winsEn. Etarl,
Hadr's  spewch  was not concerned with the traditional exploitation of
worne through discriminatory law and practice,  althouoh be represented a
moe progressive liberal element within the regime.

The following dayvs of Ue seminar ware also Tilled with spesches by
clerics and supportsrs of the regims, again mainly meEn,  who  elaborated
and justified the Islamic position on women and its reguiations regarding

WEHTER T & The  resolution pas

i at the end of this seninar, while
confirming  its support  of Khomeinl and the Islamic  Govermmsnt. tihe

rams and  the e Islamic secwrity  forces, asked the

S

parliameEnt to devise new Islamic laws, especially aboot women.

In response to the secular womsn’ s movement which bad espanded since
the revolution, the government organised rallies on & new Islanic Womesn s
Day, the bhirthday of Fatima dauaghter of the propret Fobasmomed,  on 7 May
1980, This day ig based on the lunar calendar  and  therefore  ohanges
BVEIY  VEAar . Thes commities seb up to organise the maroh consisted of the
mews ety forces, the IRF and verious other Islamic socisties. This

eveant beadd be tedd sine

LI =

toy mobilise geeat nuwnbzes of Moslim weomesn

ancl stage propagands for the govertnment.



STEN FEE BMEN S RIEHTS

The  mobili

sation of women in this way has been more concerned  with

cenfirming  the authority  of the [slaelo Reoublic ruders rather than
tackling  the problems that women are facing. Trus women Frs, althoogh
stirong supper-ters of Khomeind and the Islamic Repablic,  have  constantly
conplaincg and criticaised  aboot the problems Taced by women. Tz
campaion for wanmen s right o the custody of ohildesn, by Mes. Dastoheib,
THRF ceanchiclate  in July 1981, and  the parliamentary s s by

o o

Flres  Mlaryarrn Bebyvouzi oriticising the goverTiment on this dssue,  are

evamples of  the dissstisfaction of even prominent Muslim women on b

The cess of women’s rights to the custody of their ohildren  Dettams

since the eoginning of the war with Trag,  many young wiomsn whio

lost thedr husbands in the ware, have also lost  their children,

carrfiscated by thaeir busband’'s  relatives. This practice has  been
sanctioned  theough  the revival of troditional Islamic laws  which have
replaced the repealed Family Frotection Law, and which, in the absence of
the fathsr, gives the right of guerdianship to his msle relatives, eithse
grandfather o,  in his absence, a man appointsd by himself or the
religious dudge. ratbse than to the aother. Thus & woman has o suffee
dogibly,  Ffirst the loss of ber husband and subseguently ber childesen.
There were lots of letters Lo woween MFFs pabting presswre on them to

change  this situation. Yarious discussions and letters on this  lssue

e b lisbed in

charing thee first few months following what is
neay knceay as e Gulf Wars.,

Ther  law was finally ratified by the Islamic Republic parliamsnt in
February L1932, It gave womsn limited rights of  custody of their

chid lodrenm. MoV

1, Thes gquardianship e still that of the male membsr of

the family. The small concession made by the government was the  result



Mirsm. Dasboleib’s warning that the government,  which was supposed o

Fele T s byrs,  the war orphans,  wes  instesd

driving  theilr mothers dnto rebelling against [slam and thuas  they  might

%

CHRE &

sy ey for the counter-revolution.

The pressures on bhe womsn MPs o oriticise the position of womsn Lo

Yalamic gervartmesnt 18 also

shewar by the spesch of Marveann Bebrouzi, a

-

candidate of the Bacrificers of (slam, Fadavan-s Eslam on the position of

WD w The Sacrificers of Islan were a religlous group prominsnt in the
assassination  and terror campaign of bthe 19050s. Thiy  were, husever,
almost  wipsdd out by the Shab's regims in the 1960s. This oroup was
revivedd durirng the revolution.  Ayeatollah Ehalkhali, the infamous Tranian
Telamic  Jwlge who ordered mass edecubtions of  many  opposition  groops
churing the first few years of the revolubion, was a promicment mesmber  of

this group.  Since the slections in 15981, Mre. Behrouwzi bad made very few

prbblic  statemsnts, gensrally  in pralse of  Khomeini and e [slamic

Pl 1o . Linder the pressure of womsn, howsver,  she was forced to talk

N OWomeEn” & Assues 1n parliamsnt. I Fer major speech on

poanted cal that due to dgnorant and Ymale chawindstic'  idess of men in
thee  past cenlury, womgst have been ander tremendous presswure and
Fuwmi listion. Pecanse of this, she continued, they fell into the false
call of the West to freedom s women s Llberation and they becsose Giled
to imperialism throuogh the colonial culture. Bhe then olaimed that once
womsn Decams famillar with the truth and teachings of Islam,  they  woald

prepared to offer thelr wealth, thedr l1ife snd thedir children for the

sake of God. She then went o to s

Bt mowd owe find that although the ‘5.'(“;(:!(:\“““ in praise of  womsn  and
thesir  rights are plentiful,  in prac I thedir just  rights
arg  sacrificed to un:m...t..eaptc«t‘le and semi-Islamic wishes, g also
that undsr various eHousss Lhuy are driven out of pablic life... So
what, 1 am saying he s th aald step bevond slogens and T
wart toowse this first CT.I;.JFJL'II""‘LH‘H.‘L\/ that I have had after six  oonths

T unm € thee courts, the government,  the parliament, and finally
7




s, Bebwouzd then went on to complain about the special  Civil  Cowrts
wiieh handle divorce and marrisge mabbers. She complained that soms of
these courts forced womsn to it up with all problems firom thelr husbands

bk Fevve al lowed men o repuciete thedlr wives when ey wented.  She also

reters bt omen who beabt oup and dodwe their wives and asks why not s
single one has been pandsked for viclating a woman in such a manmer.  She

then addressed thes govertmsnt saylngs

Ther  honowvrable  goveroment shoadd make iis policy with  regards to
wiome ' s amployment olear. Ywxs it have any knowledge of these
contracictory s antagonistic directives sgainst women that svery
a0 often are clroulated in the various ministries? I askexd  thwe
Frime Mindster and be saild: "MNo, I bhave no knowledge of it!...r®

She also discussed matsrnily leave for womsn and the cases of women who
have  been sacked  at the end of thedlr matsrmity leave and the  women

5

ialists who have been made redundant.  She referred to Srticle 21 of

SR

the  Conetitution that guarantess women s rights in all areas and  wared

H

o oF wmert Pave besn violatsd and that  this

e O situticral rid

werdld benefit the counter-revolution.  Bhe concluded her spsech by weging

Wit Lo exlucation and said that through sducaticn, womsn could play
a qgreat role in advancing thelr Islemic aims  in political .  SConomic,

sorial,  and cultural fields. Howsver, she put the single condition to b

the wearing of  the hejab to b oth a political and a religious

obligaticon. She wgsed than to be awars of the cownbtry’ s problems and its
foreion policy  and not to e oot off by the atmosphere which has  been

created against tham. ¥

FEMINIGHM OR RELIGICLE DICTATORSHIF?

Fius L im feminists  such as  Behrowzi and Dastabeib with their
traditional and  religicous background end Timdted formal education, in
spite  of theilr criticism on womsn' s dlssues,  are very committed  to ths
Islamic Republic. These  womsn have shown that when they  are it in

prominent  positions  and when edposed to the problems  of  owomen,  bhey

fer



O angd active in Orms. i diy

L Y6

L) FE
thewe  women who strongly back the regime movre cut of thedr  dntellsctual

beliet and comnioment o relioiows dicteatorship chan simple conformism Do

traditiom. froedample of this group is Zabhwvs Ramavard, a sister-in-las
of  the Fresident Avatollah Fhasenes and the wite of the Prime  Minister
Mosavii.

Zabwra Rabmavarad bas oweltter a numbse of bookes on Islamic ideolooy in

Traua Aafter the revolution sk wrote a series of articles in

Information, the daily newspapsr which was taken over by the religious
fundarsntal ists  ather the Febroary nswrrection. Shee later Dscame e

stditor of  the weekly womsn’ s e, Lady s InTormation,

This magazine, previously appsaling to middle class

wimEt was bhen changed into a religiows magazing retlecting the regims’s

propaganda on womsn . The nams, Searchers of Zsinab’

it

Fath, Fouyandegan—s

Fabre  feinal, was  also added to its nams, bub later 1t was  rerseesc

Zeinab’ s Path, R The magaeins Degan 1hs campaion for bhes

.

reduction  of women’s working houwrs and encouraging weemsn o spend more
tims abt home with thelr childrsn, as the role of mobtherbeood was praised
as their primary function imn life.

Ratmavard’ s view  was that the work ol & womsn outside  the  bogmes
should B oredoced to one third of what it currently was so that  thesy
vl b able to spend more timg at home. ™ This was very  contradictory
to e oan position where, with o young childreesn, she was the ful l-bimes
editor of & weekly magazine and was still prepared to teke  on public

=y TS She also wsed the magazine to attack Marwist  ddeology  as

Cowhitle at o the

LETE

svartl o Tran erwd s oa negative Andloence of thes We

same  tims  developing and suporting the ideas of  the  He ancl

thesemracy . She wrote a series of arbticles in the §

L FEWSLEET AN

July of 1580 arownd the time of imposition of the compalsory  velling,



urclesr the title of "Uolonial Roots in the Aboliticrn of the Heiab".

T articles analyes the situation and the ressons bDehind Reza

SGhah’s e

cif bhe aboliticn of veiling in 1926, Bhe dismiss

crivice of the hejab eithsr as Westernised, i1 they identifisd 1t as &

syimtzol of reaction and beckwardness, or as Marsist, L7 they believed that

dasm bhe motive

e Rera Shabhy s decree angd who also saw the

viall  as  a feudalist dr

o bmcoms redundant with the  developrent  of

capltal lsm. S dismis

o particular
retyioral o mechanisms.  HBhe went on o say thats

Im the Bast, particularly in owr couwntry and since the era of Islam,
wioman hes besn the sowr of dignity for the nation. Therefors LT
this soarce was disre stext, them the nation’s spirit s broken.
in the wars, one of 1§ firslt acts by conguering nations is o rape

& - i the  deteatsd. .. The  ocolomisers  with  their
Fo wvelling o Hi the sams progranms of  raps and
pilundsr  of  owre nation except that it wss i the 20th  century
languags . The wraeiling act was thus an aclt of  undeernining oae
Al digratys Tt was also to eradicate ow  identity  and
I=lam... The colonissrs, o ordes o impese theilr cen caliwre on
the country under theilr dominaticon, first humiliate and belittle the
identity of those people... The Fuslim woman is a sowoe of  this
igentity,  and xiabh is a symbol  of  her o ddentity.. . the
Western  colonisers through removing the Maslin woman’s vell  sought
victo whose uwltimate goal was the warm waters of the Gulf and

the rich resources of Ut Easth.s

G, she conoludsd that in order to regain this lost wesldth, dignity, end

identity, women should wear the veil.

waaVE WE A SUE as an  anti-colonial  weapon  against
bhese  loobers. That is exactly why the plamners behinod the  Shah
preverted velled women’ s entry dnto universities and offices. A
that is why the raising of this isswe, the wearing of ths vell as an
anti-colonial dress, althoogh T odon’ t agres with the particular way
i which it is done &t the moment,  has angered these fenale
of  AmeErica They protest i
3 This is precizely the prot
throagh its internal allies. .. @

vidcesd

L5

THE, FATE_UF_FRO-UIMEN" S _RIGHTS WIFEN

To a minority of sducated, westernised womsn, the status of  womsn
Mad  deteriorated as a consegquence of the retorms imposed by the [slamic
Fepriblic. This mincrity, a5 discussed above, expressed thelr concesms

ard protests throwagh demonstrations,  basically on three oocasions: Tl



cal  bhunenT e LDay i March 1979, the U

e e

rvierence of  WUnity  in

Anbgse LY and the demnonstrations against the tmposition of the

iak
in Jdurne 1980,

Tree  numbsrs of this pro-women’ s rights group bad decreased a grest

they were demonstrating, dressed in black, in omoorning the loss

i Jure

rranbsr ot women perticipants in this
k]

demorstration was an estimated 2,50,  which is about one guarter of bl

nunbzr o womsn who perticipated in the March 1979 demonstrations. Most

of b

D WONEN Were professionals and Western educated who  preferred a
sexcular  Torm of governmsnt. Those among these women who were able  to
leave  the country had already done so. Aleo as  the soclo-political
ervironment bad scome more repressive,  the fear of participation in &
wonnan T s rights, or oany other, demorstration had kBEepd  many pro—wiomsn’ s
rights slemsnts at home. In fact, those who rallied against the

cgovertmEnt showesd considerable

waracge. Theilr deronstrations, as before,

wepter dlet lared 11legal and were facsd with harassment and threats. A Tew

days  later, five women were arrested on charges of intent o organise

amother pro-weemen’ s rights demonstration .

)V

The  conssguence of this harassment of feminist activist

L lahil  groups becked by the government officials and policies. was

the  end  of the women s rights sovemsnt in Dran once  mors. Thea  newly
flourishing womsn’ s groups either stopped thelr activities altogetber, or

-

conducted them  wnderground. s

i

memiErs who had lett the  country
becams involved in organising lranien feminist groups in major cities of
Ergrope and the Undted Statss. The activities of these groups  basically

revolves around consciousness raising aboot the wsition of wonen inside

[

i

Tram. Thewgh  Yiving in democratic atmosphsrs where they are  able
prarsle theeie goal,  these women do, Fowever,  Tace Uresendous problems of

adjustment and funcbioning in theilr new environment and this has, in many



cases, hindsred theilr feminist activities, making  then of sscondasy

COHICE T Thee  positicn of  these women is oeyond  the scope of  this

reasEar .

ition of the rest of  the

mot oan easy b to analyss the

Tamale  population Ialamic Republio., As theare is Mo major
survey o this subdect,  one hes o inevitably rely on avadlable evidence

and informaticn in theorising the state of mind and views of the majority

of  wraditionalist  woren who supported snd continued o support the

Tslamic Republic. O bhing

. howssver,  and that is the  facot

that the Is)

Lamin Repuil ic has lost great mumbsrs of supporters since its

eitall isbment. The de

valopment of various stages of the Revolution and
different events, in particular the war with Irag, has reduced the nuwnbesr
of e supporters of the governmesnt.

Women Wi backed the regime and becams propaganda tools for it. ceams

From bhe most traditional

tors of the sooiety. The majority of  them
wetre Ll literate and very religilous. These womsn elleved that Islam had
provoted the status of women thus Justified their own position wwsrs  the
Islamic regims=. The regime also justified the position of women both in
constructing  the symbol of an ideal Islamic woman, which portrays  the
cortradictory . positicor of womesn,  and by eeeanterpreting the  Tslamic
precepts regarding  womsn St

These  traditional womsn., whose activities  were limited to the

demesss i ervaronmsnt, after the revolution, became  involved i

[l R w o activities by Joining loosl comendtle Theses  commitie

concucted various activities such as literacy classes, Koran reading and

irnterprets

al and welfare work groidps,  and with the

astart of the war, they e

wree nvolved in helping soldisrs at the front.

For & metw Islamic soocialisation of  women also bega.



Srbools  changed  thelr owericwlun and Islamic cover  bewarms abligastory.

Both schools and the looal comnitiess encouraged womsn to take classss to

lemrn e wes  of wespons and this image of womsn was emphasiesd  and

Thee image of & youwng woman ooversd  in black

Telamic

Fepiding & gun in ber hand mcams & very Temiliar portrait

i ovariows state publications. Even a postal e issuexd with that

LINACE This was  the image of & woman symbolising  both pesitions of
WTEST S virtuous and vallsd velt ready o deferd Islan with no fear. In

comparison to the FPahlavi era, her active parrticipation in the aftfairs of

with s morals  argd

was not in contlict with Dt i ac

thee Islaunic oul ture.

Tl wd wemrEn T s denonstrations of 1979 and 1980 and

WIS DO
called them snti-Tslamic.®®*  They dermonstirated in support of the  Islanmic

Repeiblic O VA LORAE when  asked Dy b officials, s

demonstrating on political issuss becams s daily event and  masses  were

manilised by government  officials, worsn pecticd

i thesm very

provdly, not only becauss they were convineesd bult also Dexwauss they

erjoyved thelr "adverturs"  oubside the houses. Traditionally thess woresn

were ofined to the orecdom and Trustrabtions of  their  restrictsd

tlewme }ives, They  ware not able and eager to Dcoms dnvolved  in

non-domestic affalrs, sspecially  1F 16 was  approved by the  Islamic
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erruent and not in conflict with thedr culbaeal norms.  The govervimsnt

s thuas besn wvery su

Ful an exploilting these womsn’s  sense of

athveriiurs ancd usss them Tor iUs OWn PLrEpsess . A omnkEe of  Thesss Wi

s

ations under presswes of the nedlghbows.  They

wowdkel bBerosangled out LF they did not particips

s BLESTION OF WIREN'S FUSITION

Tree contradictory position of womsn in Islam,  he re-interpretation

of lamic pr

apts and the use of female Bhil ite models have all  belped



thie govenrmimsnt to justify the inferior positicon of women and in Fact make
weniesrn nivk recognise it as an anterior positicn.

The question of the positicn of womsn within the structws of the
Islamic Repiblic, hmssver, hee Decosss a prominent one and s continucasly
the  subject of discussicons Dy varloos groups. Different versaes of ithe
Frpar vegaroling  wimmsn have  een dnterpreted in different ways  and

chiscussead in different pablications. Fasayvs and commesntariss have  Deen

SN MENNERD

weedlthen A me apgprs .  Hooks on the hdgh position of womsn

in Islam and the position of woman in relation to family and society bhave

Pt

prabalis

Im spite of the justifications of the regimse o the position of
weEst  wWithin the Islamic Republic, however, women have realised  their
wrecpaal  positions ad this has been the subject of debate esvern in the

Maglis, where, as discussed above, womsn Members of Pacliamsnt edxpreossed

thedy  conoerm. Women' s magazines also, while justifying the  Foranic

stand on women’s position. very often schosd and  ackrnowledged  the

irgy of wormen wnder domination of men. Tress very oftern  edpres

concert an physical abuise of womsn. One magaszine, for example, described

the situation of & young woman,  herself a victim of tery by e
hushand, and b child oo the verge of starvation. The article addressed
the cowrt officials, asking them for assistance and Questioning  whesther
legislation regarding women and the enforcement institutions had  really

Freed womsr o whethsre they had only talked abat doding 1t.%e There were

maryy other exanples of this kind in variows periodicals and publications.

With thes pes time, national and local repression of women was
incraased . it was only when  the suffering of WHTEST T o whe e

proe-gevernrst or against 1t,  inoreassd bevond religiows and cultural

norms that sympathy was radsed and the government was oriticissd by

@ Ceizan T

preamdnent v 14 nbani, cited above,  who subsequently lost



Fhesir jobs aned were labslled as "liberals®.

e braciitional proe-d

am womsn who Justified female oppires

e vesult of  theilr strong religioons feelinos,  obiscted  to oruelty

st W . Their obdections cans Trom their o inmer oonflict.

Sthouegh thsse womesn did not use nor elisved in the conocept of feminism,

thesy Fored themse]y i oa conTlict betwsen thede ddeals of  Islam  and

thedr knowledge or experience of WONEn’ s oppre

ior. Mamy of bhese womsn

soluticon in Jeindng and suppoeting the Mogjebedin ideology.

which  they thought, gave more rilghts o woresn and alloweed more fenale

participaticn in 2l1 action.

Trer Islamic Repablic conducted & sys atic repression of the femsle
positicn in Tran. This repression took place in the form of cultuwral amdd

religicess  retorms with womsn becoming its most sffected victims. Uriclesr

orass,  naticnal  and religious minoritiss  and even the male

poppilation have suffersd also but not to the d that womsn have.  Ths

fact  that there hes besn oo sejor obisction to this  shows  that the

disoriminstory  Oppre it However

si0r O WomsEn 1S a very &

the gquestion of women's position bas now becomws & prominent lssue n all

activities of the oppx

ition growps ancd the hopes ds that owomen, atter the

disappointing experisncs of the revolubtion, will volce their own  demands

peolitical demands in any futurs developmsnt, and not ignore

it as they did previously,

1te
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ALY s incidents and lashing of wnveldled women have B
contirmesd by womsn who bhad recently left Iran duwring informal
imterviesws | oconducted with them, or where | wes present when they

g accoants of dncidsnts they had witnessed themselves to

LI

Tres wieswss of bbb groops on this are discussed in Chapter 7.
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T LEFT ANG THE CRESTION OF

The leftist movemsnt in Tran bhad stae at the beginning of the
twentieth century and was very much influesnced by the Russian  Fevolution
of 1917, The Communist Party of Tran, Hezbe Toudeh sndoved large  mass
support aned meEmbership in the 1240 and esarly 1900s. Howesver, 1t lost
most of  its  membsrship atter the coup o stat of 1955 when the  Shah
re-eatablished hie dictastorial powers. The Toudeh Party carried on its

undergrounrd . activities with & mindimal membership. It was the only

1t

Loy whilch eddisted in Iran prior to 1970, Tre two most popalear
left wing organizations of Iran today, the Organdization of FPeople’'s

Fadayarn  Guerillas of Iran, Sazenan-e Fadayvan-e Ehalobe-e Iran,. and the

Organisation of  the People’ s Molakedin of lran, Sazeman—e  Moiasbedine-se

Ehaloh-e  Tran,  were the result of severs political repression of  the

Shah' s rule and they wers both formad sround 1970 with magdor  undergroand
cuerilla activities.

The  left wing moversnt is therefore & very young movemsnt  in Iran
and  lacks euperience because of  the severe political repressilon.

Hisssvis am  the  left has traditionally been an ally of liberation

movemsnts,  the relationship bestween the left and the women’s  libesrabtion
movement in Iram becomes very important.

This chapter will analyse the ildeclogical position of these lsftist
groups  on the guestion of women s rights  and Fow  these  ldeological
positicons have esn practised. Tt will also discuss the beginning of the
consciousnsss  towsreds the guestion of women among the left in Tran and
the  acceptance of the ldea of independent women s organisations as  the
averive towards achieving emancipaticon Tor womsn .

PERATE OM THE FELEVANCE OF THE CUESTION OF WORMEN

Eoth e organisations WENTE guerilla




organisations  which  fought  in the 19705 in opposition to the Shah's
FECILITES . Mg their membership, both groups had great nunbers of active
femnale  members. They both supported the revolution and belped  the

eatablishment of the Islamic Fepuablic in fran. Howsver, as the Islamic

fal"

T wthened  dts authority they both went once adgain into
opposition to the new regime.

Ther  Modabedin  organisation Decame very actively a major  force

oppeoaing  the Islamic Repablic. The | however, split over the

Looroaps.  The Maiority, together

with the Tudeb party, tacitly supported the actions of  the government

while the Minority, like the Mojabedin., when underground agadin and becams

thee major leftist grouap opposing the regims.
From the years 1970 to 1979, the question of women was overshadowed
by  the more important aim of the opposition to the Shab’s  dictatorial

rule. Thes aw

ot cnly by the left, bDbut by the whole opposition

was  that the dictatorship of the Shab should be removed and the problem
of  Imperialism and demcoracy solved before the gquestion of  womsn coudd
even  Dbe consldered. Even women members of these organisations shared
this  wview and althoagh both sen and women agreed with ths principle of
thee  eguality of the sedxes, any discussions of the material  roots  that
caused  womesn s oppression and guestioned the role of women  within  the
family was always ignored during the 1970s. ~mong the pre-revolutionary

pablications  of the two arganisations of the Fads

Theere was no omention of womsn s oppression.
Marry  women participstect in the activities of  these organisations.

Fiost of such womesn cams from & middle class background.  among them  many

students,  teachers., professionals, mothers, and  workers, Many  weres
captuwred,  torbtursd amd killed by BAVAK, Most of these womsn, however,

ware against the idea of feminism and along with thedr msle comrades, ssw



femindst  dssues  as  diversionary Tor the mass  movemsnt. Women  with

CIOATEMAN L ideas took o wsaring the o wWillingly, o ddentidy  with

the nasses. At thee time,  they did not see that Ielam, which advocated

the wedl,  would becoms the dominant ldeology as an [slamic tabke-over was

ot seEn = W Ty

fuestions about the position of  women,
gshaddd  Islamic  leadsvs  come 0 powse, weEre dismissed as  bowgeols
feminism anch Dibsral ism. They saw the solution o womesn’s oppression in
a basic chamge of the structure of socoiety from capitalizm to socialism.
The experience of the Revolution and the severs repressive  messures
that the Islamic Republic govermment took against womsn — whether Jjusti-
fiable by ocultwal values oF sconomic orisis — orested  a consciousnsss
abrat the women’s lssue anong the progressive and leftist groops. Some

Marxist groaps even criticl

x themselves for having ignored this issue.
However, the debate about the relevance or lrrelevance of  the womsn's

guestion  to the whole progressive political  movesent  ds still the

domninant issue. Even sone womnsn affiliated to the progressive  movement
atill  have theilr doubts about the importaece of the dndependent  women’ s
movesnen . to the movemnsnt as a whole.

The idea against the indepsndent organisation of womesn is  prevalent
Trom  an intervisw  wilth famous weiter and  historian Homan  Mategh, a

supporter of the

The following quotes demonstrate a swimary of
this arquinernts

Women' s organisation can only B meaningful if its goal is  towards
organising the masses for struggle for the cause of the progressive
FTONrCEs . A democratic strugole aroand the  womsn’s  guestion  is
nevessaTy bt At is not adeguates for solving the question.  IT womesn
organise the ITves only around this issue, in order to svold  any
clash of ldeas and belisfs, they will have to come up with slogans
such  as  "child care cerntres"  and "egual pay" and  stop there.
Instead of wunderstanding and analysing the ruling system, with lack
of consclousness and oleverness, they will bave to compromise. Thes
slogan for "child care" is as important as the slogan for “couwncils!
and  has to be included in the political programme  of  &ll the
politic parties  and not that of wormsn. . . I obher words,  the

right. guidance should coms from the progressive groups end not from
Tndemsndent groups.

-




Hownan Matvegh, in the sams interview, conbradicts hevseld by

Bt we should  admit that it is sesn that among  the  progressive
ments, DErasse of lack of attention to the guestion of womsn and
family, all il Al effort i in the political  arena
it 1t dis forgotten in pesrsonal life. or example, slogans are
: i systen of capitalism but there is no struggle
alist cultuwrs within the economic systemn. I we
agadnst the corporations, conswesr  society, €563
and the relationship betwesn the ruling olass and
; ruled, = will  have o also struggle  for abolition and
mxdification of the bhasis of this relationship.  These should not be
igmored.. . I we accept that the capitalist system and the dominant
traditional cultuwres are anong factivrs that have led  womsn towards
o and dgnorance ther we will  have Lo organisg  womsn
against these norms and this culture.=

sivay Thee comfusicon

The above quoy £ dominates the  ideology  of

the lettist groups in relation to the guestion of women.

The organisation of the F was  formed  in

1971 as & result of the msrging of thres different  leftist underground
groaps an e, This organisation plaved an importaot paret in the
support  of the revolution of 1979 and continued to support the  Islamic
Fapublic of [ran after its establishment in Februsry 19797,

fmoamEntioned earlisr, however, disagreement among the leadership, in
1980, aver the support of the policies of the Islamic Republic, split the
orgariisation into the Minority, fghalivat. which broke away in oppositicn
to the regime and the Magority, Aksarivat which continued togeitbesr with

the Communist Party of Iran, Hezgbe Toude-ye Tran, o support the Telamic

Repablic. When  discussing the attitudes of  the | towards  the

guestion of womesn, At is the attitude of the Maiority Fe

e discussed bere.
Like the majority of the leftist organdisations in Iran,  from  the

time of dts cealition in 1971, the Fadaven organisabion did nobt adopt a

strong  positicorn on the issue of women' s rights. They adopted ths

17y



classical attitude of the left in & world that identified the oopr

i

of  women only in class terms and saw women’ s emancipation only as  an

oitoome of  the destruction of sSyalsm. Their argument  was

suwmnest wo in the discussion that socialism,  snd only socialism, would

automatically sobwe  the guestion of women and restore their  eights o

them. Theay  never edxpressed theilr stand on women in terms of

ws,  either DEfore or after the Revolution and dismissed the ddea of
arry  independent and outspoken feminilst view inside or  outside  their
organisatiog.

Trua | that the rights of women were not different  from

those of meny both men and women were altfected by political and sconomic

cemolitionss both male and femals anti-Bhah  activists have suffered

tortuee by the SOOK with no discrimninat aoof  thedlr sew. Thusse
arqgumsnts are all valid. It is true that the class backaground of  womsn

affects soms of thelr rights.  Upper class women are asually econonically

shelter and Tood and clothing and do not have  to
struggle  to find a low paying Jjob and work in appalling conditions  in
order o survive and support their families. Lowsr class  women aee
affectad most by issues such as bhyglens and diseass with issues such  as
garly  angd  Torced merriages affecting womsn of all classes. Thisses  are

facts that relate sex and class on the gensral conditions of  baiman

ence and thus strengthen the relationship betwesn sed and class.

t.

davan. on this issue have followsd the mejority of ths lefti

i the world and view sexual discorimination only in the contest

relationship. They have ignored the fact thaelt this traditional

way of  wviewing  the womer guestion has  besn challenged by Western
Teminists  mach more than by women in the third world. in spite of Gl

eeisting ties bebween soclalism and femindsm,  Uhese sre not the  somes.

Socialist  feminists  argue  that the rise and taking of  posesr by bhe



wentkwg olass wdild Faly bring abemr the riss of womesn and o o

think so is tw completely ignore the oultursal s tes Of patriarchy  and

the process of  the rigid socialisation of  wossen theowghout Ristory.

Tre

ol

Fat give a speclal dimsnsion to the position of

VHDHTES « They are slemsnts which demonstrate hos womsn are dlscoriminatsd

agairnst ot just on the class basis bt on the basis ol s werll . A

worrking class woman for edanpls, 1s not only ssplodted as a worker within

e

st oard ola e

-

=, b she ds at the seane time explod

aleo as a female, even by the male workers of hse oW olass. Seanialist

thesretfors, argus that & socialist revolutionsry stand without
& Famindist stand is not Marsism.

The prevalent notion that the strugole for the women’s liberation is
& ;-c:m“vdrn"-/” to that for proletarian revolution, meaning not  only

Z bt also c:c‘mpar"atiiveely wrdmpey-tant, is not Feesdsm Dot
material ism.

Following the Revolution, any endescyours Dy women on thelr strugole

for thedr  rights were denoanced by the Fadavan who refused  to support

tThusm. When Khomsind arnounced that women govertment  emplovess should

wiaa bhee Lslamie

woares cams out on the streets of Tehsran by the
thousands to demonstrate against this compulsory law, During a five day

demcnstraticon,  womsn also vodlosd obher demands, ncluding equal pay for

grial owork,  the right forr their clothes and the preservabion of

thee Family Frotection aw and o have a greatsr volce in the governimsht.®

Berwe of these demnands werse bassd on class, howsver, the L dencaanced

b derprstrations snd  accused  the deronstrating women of Exing

anti-revolutionsery,  pro-Shal and bowrgsois.  Also in Decembse 19792, the

varn  organissd a demonstration on the same day that  varicas  womsn’ s
grovps had  organised s condference of the Solidarity of  Women  thus

diverting the attention of many peeople  including  thelr own femals

membmErship away from the women’s conference. The Islamic fundamsntalists

SRR B

cry bhe  other hangd out off the electrid

e of bhee i lding im twrder
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disirupt  the conference. e the conference continued by

candle-light.®

in spite of such opportunistic behaviowr by the

havee oritic thes repres

ive policies of the I[slamic Republic  with

5
regard o womsn and have adeitted  that  the status of  wonen  bas
detar-ioratsd ad bhe  governmesnt has not paid attention o womsn’ s
rights.” Theedr  hopes, howaver, ig  that the contimnwation of the
revolutionary  process will result in the decreased role of  impsrialism
which in buwn brings better general conditions for the masses and  that
this will elevate the position of women.® They nevertheless wrged  thedr
female membership to obssrve the hejab and dress moderately as a sign of
respect to the revolution and the messes.

With the outbreak and continuation of the war between Iran and  Lirag
i 1980, the  Fadeyvan publications glorified womsn's  herolsm and

sacritice. Mothers whose sons were lost in the war were referred to as

“oreat beeolnest . The beroism of wonsn also includes] sswing olothes for
the soldiers and encowraging them to fight in the war against [rag.®

Sanasarian attributes the sterectypes and contradictions inbsrent in

the F

davan oranisation’s position on womsn’ s rights to & male dominated
upper class leadsrship cadre (typical of leftist groups worldwide),  "who
have certainly read Mar: but have falled to shake off their paternalistic
sense  of superiority towards the female sex."*C  Women who  have  joilned
these aorganisations have also adopted the same views although there have
been  timss  when some of them have felt a conflict betwsen  themselves,
their nesds and desires and the organisation’s stand.  Howsver,  they all
falt that the rights they lost wnder the  Islanic Republic were not
impor-tant in the face of more important threats to the whole nation, such
as the Ffight with Imperialism and the war with Irag. PFost of these women

are not religious and do not ses women’s liberation as being inhsrent  in



Islam, as they thought of Islam as a repressive rathse than a liberating
foree, yvet  they are opposed to any organised independent  activity for

liberating wemmsn. Treey also,  like their male comrades, argue that the

el orf oW s

AP WS nit that most of thedlr meeltings are  dominated by

thesir  male  parthers  anod  confoss feelings of  inferiority  in

brosledge and ability to their male parthers.*t The idea of inferiority

is intermaliesd by these educated and “conscious"  women and the

- adayan

has  not attempted  to alter the situation by encowraging  women o

participate mors and to at least talk about the subject of which they are

miorer  kncwledoesbles,  the dssue of  women. Criite the  opposite, by

projecting the cultuwral view of Mworen as second-class citizens under the
Faver been reinforced.

cover of leftist ideology, female insecurities

THE MOJS-ED LR

i the 198, did not opgsrate as a querilla group until the vear 1971,
The ideology of the Mojabsdin is based on an Islamic ideology, influenced
by Marwiasm and interpreted in Marcist terms. This Mardist interpretation
of the Koran provides ideological flesability for the Mojabedin, enabling
them o deal with practical situwations. s Abrahamian put it,  bheir
irbention  was to break the monopoly of the clergy over religicon and  "to
cdevelop & mnew Islam that would synthesize BEwopsan soclalism  with  the
progressive  ddeas  of  early Shiism and the adventages of their  owns
traditional sooisty, '@

Becauss  of their adherence to an Islamic ideology. and their  link
with the so-callsd "national Bouwrgeoisie', for edample Band Sader, many
lettists consider them not revolutionary  Margists butk militant

/
reformists. Howsvar,  althoagh the basis of Mojabedin's ideology was

Telamic, its revolutionery interpretation of Islam produced an  ideology



mimi lar b of the L N the orroar

bz Mardist Lendnist and in theilr Manifesto on Ildeological Ty

declarext that Islan was the "ideology of e middle class"  whereas

marHism was the "salvation of the working class' .
From  bhe oginning of the revolution in 1979, the Mojabsdin found

themselves  Anoreasingly  in conflict with thes new  Islamic  govertmesnt.

Thiwy iadd tested  the addition of  fowteen points o the PG

Comstitution, one of  which was the full Islamic eguality of  men and
WINTERY They refused Lo support the Constitubion when none of their
points were accepted.

Thedir subssguent disillusionment with Ehomeind's reqime changed them

From  eing his  strong supporters o becoming his  eost organised  and

potent  enemy. rolitically, they were successtul and endoyed & huge

wrahip from the traditional ols

The Mo sive  View T the

had  shown & nore  proge

traditionalists on the position of  women. Tresy sesmsd, from b
beginning.  to be very aware of the importance of this issue and  instead
of dgnoring it,  like other leftist groups,  the issus of women’ s rights

became a prominent  issue which was continuously  addressed  in thedr

publications. in their programme of national  Council  of  Resistance,

Shorave Foghavenat—e Melli. theldr proposal for transitional  government,

2qual rights for women was mentioned in a separate clause. ™
The Mojabadin very clearly recognised womsn as a réevolutionary force
and  argued that since women constitute half of the population of  every

society,  without their participation, no  mavolution  would  succesd.

However,  they argue that the position of women a8 second-class  clbizens

will not change with minor legal changes such as the right to divorce and
s0 oy bul the whole social, economic, political and cultuwral strocture

needs to change in order for the status of women to changes. Thay  argue



that women, i all these sphares of soriety, have besn viewsd and judged

by their sew

wlity pather than thedr rersonality as buman beings.  and
that this approach has oreated sterectypes of womsn as wives and  mothsrs

Thus

aried Mas elimdnated  them from socdsal and politicsal  activities
Piberation of women wodld only come about by the restructuring of various
traditional  relations and sven men’s  thoughts bave to undergo a

fumdamantal change. The FMojabedin views the confinemsnt of women to the

family sphere as enslavemsnt to ber huasband. Hossver -,  they argue that
capitalism sncowrages women to enter the market only to o further

explioited and it prevents them from entering the society,

These visws of the Mojia

edin womaen’ s position is very ambiguous.  The Mojabedin
rave strongly advised the observation of the Heliab as very essential  for
the "preservabicos of the moral health of the society". They seem to

follow Motahari’' s view on this issue. i rationale behind the usage

of  the he

ig that in a sooiety based on class relationships, women

o b bhae

la of thelr sexuality and bave besn  exploited

the scarf and modest

obhjects. Womesr sshoaddld wear the he)

clothing, in order to change this owtlook and to restore the health of

society. Thay nevertiel

5o obect to the forced velling of women by the
Islamic Republic as illogical .27

The Mojabedin &lso heavily rely on the Koo and on Islam. Thes
ambiguous position of women in both the Koran and Islamnic interpretations
have  been discussed  in previous chapters. Their compromise bhebwesn
sazialism and Islam is very puzzling and confusing. Im Limking the  bwo
idenlogies, they follow Shariati’s views discussed earlisr.*® Howsver,
Shariati s arguwnents with regard to the position of women and their role
i society, are not as clear as his arguments on socio-political issues.

They contain conbtradictions and ambiguities which the Foj

Are MW
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: @ice inberent in their interpretation of the

imesvitalily  facing. T
Foran  reEgarding WO g they clearly emphasise the verses in favowr  of

wianenn and addressed o the "masses” and lgnore the ones that deny certaln

richbs o womsn, Tor edxanple on infaEeitance and witnessing. ™

likse the The P also refussd to back  the womsn's

"y e

demonstrations of March 1977 and the womer’ s conference of December 1979,
Thay too, considered the guestion of women not  the  main guestion,
although & major issus at the time, the main issue was the  Tight  with
imper-ial dsm, =

Tre Mojabedin have enjoyved their popular base and  support  mainly
amang the traditional middle class and the basssr population. They weare
the  first major pro-revolutionary group to awiounce thedr opposition  to

thee  Telamic Republic of Khomsini and thos becams targets of e alttacks

™

ot bhwe e, QSubseguently. they |} thovessnds of thelr members who
wenre  arrested, tortwesd,  and executed by the officlals of the  Islanic

Fapublic, among them great mombesrs of female members and their  family

memlErs as Young as nine vear old girls, These women not only did ot

FETELVE S vy FE

wrtiem irn thelr pundshment because of thedlr ses, they have
been subject to the most violent treatment such as raps of the  virgin

girls by the revolutionasry oguards because in Islam a virgin girl who dies

is  considered pue and goes to heaven,  so virgin Moja i girls were

raped  prior  to thedr execution to prevernt their souwls  from  entering
Fesavern .

Fartyrdom  thuos who o lost

their lives for the cause of the movement. The concept of martyrdom is

part of  the Iranian Bhi’ite culitwrs and crestes & bond  betesen the

mgmbers Of a grog. I Mojal n opuablications, one very  often

the expression of great desire by the P

) mEnbers,  and an

particular the yvouny female members, for beconing & martyr, a desire for
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death .= Ty becoms & nartye sometimes seens to e an end in itself
rather  than  the means. Tt is as important as victory  andd  "fresdom',
Farhaps  this desire and fantasizing about martyrdom by young  womsn 1o
related to the political role of women. = The upbringing of these women
turms them  into vary submissive beings to thelr mentoll and  thus  they

pecome verty deglicated followsrs,  loval to the cews

of the organisation

and  ready to sacrifice for the cause. Thair sacrifice for Gopd and  the

RS is encodraged by theilr ideology and thedir upbringing as well as by

e death  of

Tre claim to martyrdom by Moiabedin members is denied amd refuted by
the  rulars  of the Islamic government, for whom martyrdom is a  nabural
mearts of dvang Tor Islam. Chly dying in the path of God qualitles  onhe

for martyrdom.  Thas the Mojs

eciin. oppossed to the Islamic Republic.,  are
denied  martyrdom by thedr opposition,  and theilr desths are thus not
martyrs’ deaths.

FalLunes OF THE LEF

IN FECHRIITING WOMERN

We see that there are both similarities and differences betwesn  bthe

Fadayan amcd the Mojabedin approach to the position of  womsn. Urntil

recently  both orgenisations have been run by male  leadership with no

womEn AN decisi

wmaking positions. The

s Fomever,  Uprosmobed” a
wiomar to & leadsrship position in 1985, This will be discussed later.

BEoth  groups regard womsn as & revolutionary force and  theilr wormesn
participated very actively for the revolution but after the establishment
of the Islanic Republic, the Fadayvan’'s pro-govertment stand was  very
detrimental to the role of their women and their role was reduced to thee
distribution of leaflets and performing inessential services rathse  than
antering and participating in decision-making roles.

The idea of a separate movemsnt for woren' s rights was redected by
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moth oroups, as both thought these rights were not  separate  fron the

of the mnas

in, however,  acknowledged the

woimen ' s gquestion and have issue in detail im thedr  publi-

cations.  Their leadership refers to ths importancs of woms s rights vet
doees ot ses the imorovement of the conditions and position of womsn in

Iran o be based on female initiated groups o activities. T

i the  obher hend never addressed the issue in detzil  but proclaimed

Mars s views on the lssue. The Mol 5 view reflects  the  Iranian

Islamic cultural view of the traditional classes whereas the Fadayan's

stand on the wonen’'s issus reflects a more hypooritical and opportunistic
vie,  bheey admit that the lslamic Republic govermment under the laader—
ahip of Khoneind has repressed women’ s cights,  vet o spite of  their

revolutionary claims, thay have not taken a public measuwre against it.

in form a major opposition to the Islamnic Republic  and

imevitably, the

wenrE  are taken  very  seriously as

i

revolutionary force. This revolutionary role has allowed some of  these

womsn To operate very actively, while aratel from their male partners

ard husbands,  thus obtaining & sepal identity and frescdom. Thuses

women have Decoms nodels for the Fo;

10T WONDER W A example is Ashrad

Rabd "1, the wife of Mas oud Rajevi, the leader of She had

been a  active mamber of the group since the early 1970 and  had  been

arrested and tortwesd many times by SAVRK. After the opposition of  the

in with the Islamic Republic govermment, when ber busband letft for
Faris, she staved behind in Telstran to continue har activities and  sbe
played & dimportant role in arcanging the flight of  es-Fresident  Band

Sade from Tran. She was kEilled (marbyred) in Februasy 1982 in an ambush

by the government  forces. The Mojabedin womsn talk  about thedr

organisation  with aware

wess,  respect, confidence, and knowledge. The

endorsemnsnt of the Islamic traditional ideolcty together with the  modern

fof



srcialist ideology creatss a peyohological compromise Tor Iranian  womeEn.
Although this appeses to be very contradictory,  to a traditional-minded

Traniarn  woman  who s educated and awars of the reguirements  of  modern

¥

i

times, this compromise solves the problem of contradictions.  This mdght

b the reason for the lovalty and condidence of the Mojahedin womsn.

Thw f

favan womet, an the other hand, acknowledged that thesdir rigbbs

have been represesed by the amic Republic and thus they resented Islam

yvet alt  the same time they felt obliged to compromi

and  support thwee

Teslamic b s

e bhesir organisation  supported it This

L

contradiction might have besn suppressed in their subconscious ot o

conTession  about  the position of women within  theilr organisation is
demornstrated throogh the attituwdes and behaviowr. Subsaguently many  of
their mennbers mave left the organisation to join the Iranian  independesnt
wome s grouss which have been formed within Iran and abroad.

T L

CAND T CONCE

T O BCRRGEQLS FEMIMISH

Since  bthe very  first month of the establishment of the Islamic

Repbiic  in Iran and its attacks on the rights of women,  Iraniam  womsn

haver, N many occasions,  protested  against the legal  reforms and

ibrdctions  dmposed  on them and  have  demonstrated  demsnding  thedr

rights, " Thesse demonstrations and demands were totally dignored by the

left e Thws

> was no mention of these protests in the leftist  groups’

pablications. Thay stowesd reloectance to support the fight of  women

acadnst compailsory  vedling. FPerhaps it was  too soon for the
inespesr-ienced leftist movemsnt to ses the compulsory velling of women by

the new awthorities as a

symbol  of  the natwre of  the
newEnancipation had been publishad in most leftist groups’  puablications
withowlt presenting specific programmess concerming the ioprovemsnt of  the
prsition of women. It spems that the inclusion of general support  for

wornen s emancipation and expr

ing support for thesir equality was  adined
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more et recruiting femsle smsmbers rather than being a seriows  commitment
marty potential female members.  The development of an independent women’ s
movement was thought to b divisive to the general movement  before  the
revolution,  to the general anti-Shab movensnt and after the  revolution,

o bhe werlers T moOvVETEn T

The

erttes of 8 March 1979, when  womsn protested against the
compalsory  vealling hesssver,  triggersd & move by the lefl. Tmmesriiately

2N

the events, various leftist groups published pamphlets and articles

i thelr respective publications, all dismissing thess events  and  any

idea of alirmg with the women’ s guestion at the time. The weebly paper

of the Fadaysn.

preimted an arts

of the argumsnt of  the
leils

Fresdom is a hunanditarian goal which is not determined by sed...
Dividing saciely into wo partsg mext and women, 50 as to make the
ol tugral g le &8 a madin issues,  or o olace men and  women on
opposite sides, o ogo astray and s a cdeviation from  the  main
prathie o Womesn e fresdom is possible only theouah class freedom and
the participation of women n strugoles.. o cause false agitation
s A% a consplracy snd is a policy adopted by reaction and

ialism  to deprive o peEople’s struggling Torces. What
actually  distinguishes  men and women is not their appesrance but
thuir ol Atus and their being revolutionariess

The  wiriter of the article, howsver, admits thet the position of
worneEn bas been extensively lowered duwring the cowrss of history and that
the rights and  personal fresdom of women have  been dended. Thasm,
referring  to  “the vears of dictatorship”, 1t continues to  argue  that
wider the cultural oppression womesn have been "practically dismissed from
economic,  somial, and political life" and that the egual rights of men

vy

arcl  womEn AN asphares  must  be  restoresd .= fAgain, and  wvery

typlcally, the articls ralls to mention specifics about how this eguality

S

of  rights  is  to be restored. Tt not only does not put forward any

solutions towards solving the problem of ineguality, while admitting it,

it also criticises those who attenpted to find the solution and  fought
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The wneympathetic abttitude of the left towards the guestion of  the

WOMEN " 5 IMENENE

v ds ot Just speclfic to the Tranisan  case. Weoresm in

other coantries have alse experienced these hostile attitudes rathere than

aympathy from the leftist moversnts in their countries. The example  of

Chilean womsn s & btyploal one wheEn wonen denonstrators demanding thedle

rights were accused of Deing UDOUWrQeoLls  wWomsn

1}

who Felpecd the success of

the coup o etat in Chile. sene eadanples were used by the left in Dran
o discredit the women' s movensnts, oo

Howeser,  in most of thedr pablications,  the left continuoesd €

™
4

glority the role womsn plaved alongside men in the popular  movement,

perhagrs in an et fort st that there et for The

tackling of the womsn s osusss

The  cortimadng struggle of Iranian women is not exclusive  to the
present time... Iranian womsn bave always shown that  they  have

nothing less than obther individuals... They have raised their fists

analnst mercenariss just like their brothers.

Pe Boraya Afshar no the fact is that women did mot particd

in these strugoles "just like their brothsrs”  for the simple reason that
thesy werre asexually oppressed by bhem. =S

The smphasis end  the glorification of the role of  women  in the
history of Lran and in the populse oovemsnts, 48 not done just by the
leftist oroups. The intelligentsia of the Islamic Republic bave also
considered  the role of women in society as essential. They  have  even
gone further than the lett in that the leaders snd the publications of
the  regime not only praise and glorify womsn's  participation in the
revolution but also propose alternative roles for them in the new society

created by the Islamnic Fepublic.  In response o poplar presswes, in the

firet few years after the revolution, the regime bas been very quick  in

wsing  the opportunity  that the women’s movemsnt had  offered them o

rally t stpport of a larger number of womsn. The result

was b formabtion of Muslin women’ s movements discussed earlier. =@
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The ledt, on the other hand,  has been obsessed with the dangers ot
hoorgenis feninist movensnts whilch incliudsd those womsn Tlghting  against

2

wgime s harsh msesures,  such as those who protested  against the

comprilsory velling of womsn and womesn judges who trised  to o re-sstablish

ions.  For o bthe letft,  theese problerss did not

their rights to their profe
conceErr e working olass womsn Dot were problems of bowrgeols femindism
which was developing in post-revolutionsey Iran and equated it with  the
concept it had from the women s movemsnt under the previous regima. It

Tadled to

that the “dolls", Yprostitotes

impsrialismn’  were  long gone and  were  replaced by extrems  Islamic

fominists who proposed pacbt-tims work for woeking women in order b

G

shalkle them o manage their more important role of  rwoning s decent
boones, ™2 Thee lett was too obsessed with dte anti-imperialist moves  which
dicd not sse any  danger  in these propositions, these issuss  wers
considered not worthy of consideration at all.

What the lett also ignored or failled to grasp was that the meiority
of  women in Dran had experienced a male dominated culbtuwre and thus  besn

explodted dobly. Treey had seen the opportunity of the revolution as  a

search for a new identity and it made no difference to themn whethse their

role  in the revoloution was glorified or thelr oppression in socisty  was

acknowledged by gquotations from Mard and isenin or Khomeind and  Shariati.

They expected  any ruling regime to offer th

an @ path to s futuwre free
from traditional exploitation and a specific programme of action  towsrds
achieving this goal.

SEXUALTTY _AND THE LEFT

fnother area of negligence by the left with regard to the question

of women was thelr total reluctance to discuss the very relevant issus of

sgxtality.  Ferhaps this was becouse o ical Marwist literature, whille

talking about double exploitation of wonen, ignores  the  lssue  of



sEdiality. The lefhist movemsnts in the West and in the Christian world
conld afford to ignore the issue because the Cheistian tradition and  the

crhurch encowraged and promoted aseswality while  the Mardists had a

relaved  attituds fowserds sed. Iy an amic society howesver,  and  in

particular wwer the Islanic Republic of Iran,  the guestion of

Al ity

o

is  very  central. Telam  not only deoss ot promote assxuslity, it

encoiiraces  and discousses in detaill, all forms of sexaality  within the
framswork  of  mareiage. Tgnoring  the issue has oot the left in a
disadvarntaged position.

Fuaslim ideclogues an Tran today. while admitting the nesed for  sex,
advorate  a family structuwre that places female sexuality at the service
of  male supremscy and control . Tre left on the other hand, since  the
revolution, has been dntimidated by te prevailing Islamnic  beliefs  and
thue isclated on the ilssue. They have denied the relevance of sexuality

and  considered  any  discussion on the subject as  diversionary  to the

AL thuer allowing the

slamic regime to rednforce its  dldenlogy  and
stricht semaal codes crsated by an extremsly authoritarian socoileby.

THE FOTSHEDIN. LEADEREHIE ANMD WIFEN'S FOSITICN

A comparison  of the lavan ad the Mojabedin’s  position on the
gquestion  of womsn leads o the conclusion that both groups  bave,  wntil
recently,  been led by omen and their policies towards  women have been
defined euclusively in masculine terms. Slthough the present leadershio
af  the Mojahedin includes a female, it still reflects the views of e

Islamic cultwrs which is dominated by mascoline powler and supremacy.  The

status of the female is definsed in terms dictated by males.

The obsession of both groups with the concept of bowgeois  feminism

sk for the oz

has been a set wme of WomeEn ' s consciousness and the wiomen’ s

moverert . While the

y completely lgnores the issues of  sexuality

and the wvell, the




crly  owithin the framsaork of Islamic and fraditionalist ideas which  are

net ey ve towards the guestion of women.

Thee Mojabedin’s disillusionment with Khomsinl s regime has gradually

improves their position on the women’s ouestion within  their  oan

idenlogy. The proanotion of & wonan, Maryam fAzodanlou, to a leadeirship

socsition is,  dtseld.  a depsrrtuwrs from the traditional Islamic idea that
£ " 3

forpids positions of lsadership for women. Howsver,  the very natiursa of

i leadership which made 1t possible for one Temale member  of

1,

thex  group to be promoted to the leaders the condition  of

divorcing  Fer hushand, Fehdil Abrishanchi, and meeryving the  leader,
Pas cud Rajavi,  is proof of the terms dictated by men and the domination

of masculine culituwre amcd powesr. Therefors, even with &

woman  n oa co-leadership position,  doess not have, and camnot have, a
feminist orlented group to safequard the rights of women in any  fulure
development., Tree  rights of women arse already  defined and thea
cor-leadership of Maryvam is the ultimate example of this. Tre interesting
and important point is that Maryvanm canmot be a model of encouwrsgemsnt for

T

VTR o Hetr promotion 1s very s

spbicnal and one of its

kind as it is specifically declared leadership  that

arginary female members cannot obtain this pposition through mareying  the
Ieader. While introducing the new  leadership and justifving the
necesslty of the wedding, they announced that:

The necessity of total rength and continudty of the new leadership
ir & way which er : u. to fulfil all ideological, organisational
arcial  and  political espectations.  reguires the  masdimam wniby
Pretwesn Maryvam and Mes oud at the position of leadership of the New
Fevolution, and  therefore this necessitates  thelr marrciage and
E OFf cowrse, such organisational and femily wnity is anly
Al pomsible at the level of  leadership of the
CFCIErL ‘5;«1uc*cr.q therefore it absclutely cawnot be repeated or  copied
at any obther level in the organisational hisrarchy .

I other words, the separation of Marvem from ber husband,  in order

for her to marry Mas oud Rajavi, was an Yideological , organisational,. and



seinial mnex

seity”, yet i Mas oud was married to another woman, L6 would
by Ampossible  for him to divorce his wife and marry Marvam. Also any
Fope for  an ordinery Mojabgcin woman to gain & political  leadership

position, even through marriage, 15 wipsd away plunging hee oore into hse

wishes for marbyrdon and death.

The everts of March and December of 1979 and the regime’ s continuous
attacks on  the rights and integrity of wonen during that vesr  and the
Folleowing  vesr and  the left’'s failuwe to respond to this in time,
initiated a change in their attitude and support of the new regime. It

W Feraine ¢laesr to most supporters of the leftist moverent in Iran that

the guestion  of women in Iran was a complicated issue, and one which
dessrved & different  approach than mainly being levt as  the women’ s
groades atfiliated to this party o that group.

The  fadluwre of the left in that period on all  democratic  fronts

forced tham to re-svaluate thelr molicies in general. This insvitably

led  to variows splits among the left. Various leftist groups  emsrged

with adijusted polic tin the demands of the social strata ey
represente . This, on the whole, had meant a different and olearer
appraach to the question of womsn. In gensral,  the agenda of almost all
cf thee }.e-:«:-ft.i.sst aroupE N one way or another included a phrase "eogual
richits For women'. However,  what was meant by Yegual rights" was  not
clear and the majority of cases did not offer specific programmes towards
achieving this. There were, on the other hand, & minority of leftist and
itellectusl  groups who had supported an indepsndent and actonomous
wiamen s movesneEnt and had proposed progressive altermatives.

What is being discussed bsre is the general attituwde adopted by the
majority of the leftist supporters.  Thers were, howsver, small minority

grops wheo o had showy coneesrm riagbt from the early  staoess of the



Fevollution .  For example, & amall aroup of women called Re

ther womey’' s Dranch of thse Organisation of  Comnunist Unid

Vahdat-e  Fomondseti, was one of the women’s groups that immediately  and

very  actively  oppossd Khomsinl s reforms o wWmsn . They  ooposed  The

Isiamic Constitution, the imposition of the drs

s code, the dismissal of

-

v legislation against wonen.™ 8 In spite  of

w100 e el rEprEs

the voicing  of thede obi Ao to the rew govermimsnt.,  howsver,  thess
women alaen believed,  like  their madn organisation,  that the  true

Tiberation of womsn was not separated from the demccratic liberation  of

the working class. T major difference of this group with others left
aymathisers  was  that  theey Delieved in the formation of &  separats
W' s ooy to facilitate women’s  liberation 0 accordances with
s ialist  ddeology. Tao thesm the separate women s groue was o be used
for espressicor of the needs of the oppressed womsn.

Thee  ddea of an independent, aubonomous womsn’ s organisation  which

had bBeen so omaoh resisted by the ledt,  bad starited o come about aeround

1979, The ides, However, was presented and justified still within the

prevaliling  social and Tamily values. £y articls written by the Feykar

Organtsation 1llustrates this:

eelt dis true thalt women should never fight for  fresdom  separats
Trom  meEt. « oot we should not forget that women from the  point of
view of  their  thoughts about society  bave  bbeen kept backwaed.
""" Always en unable o wnderstand problems  and

iFerefore [they]l have
FMave foured out about them always later ther men do o and  for this
reasc get their rights later as wel 1. wo  Comscious womesn shoald ey
sard  to being  the conscioushess of other women to the  level of
1 S a f becauss] a backward woman is never able to understand the
& militamt husband,  father or rother  and the more
conscious the woman, the warmsr the circle of the family .

It was wvery esasy for feminists to dismiss such articles as  male
chawvinistic bt what should be noted here, as Sorayva Afshar has, is that
the autthors of such articles were brying not anly to comvince  themselves
on the issue of a separate movemsnt Ffor woman, ot thelr main goal was to

comvinee  bhelr  asudience,  Uhs working colass men,  to let their womsn
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participate L0 separate womsn' s actbivities, e They realised that  This
was  a  very  orucial step in developing & consciousnsss  about womsn's
guestiong.

Thee Tudeh Party, the most experienced lefltistv organisstion in Iran
which edisted  long before the revolutionary uphsaval . had formesd s

organisation. the Women s Democratic Organisation of  Iran,

abic—e  Zanan-w lran. which had formulated & progranme  regarding

VIHTIERT T o However,  the Tudeh Party. after the establishment of the
Isiamic Republic, as part of a very desperate attempt to establish itself

alongside an anti-commeilst Islamic Regime, had to conpromiss, as it did

11, b . The  women s

i 19EE over many politic iseues with the new

issue  was one that had to suffer as a result of this compromising. Thes
worme ' 6 organisation of the Tudeh Farty nobt only suppressed the issue bt
following others, evisn started to pralse the "sacrifice” of ranian woimsn
in Mmoot giving priority' to thedr own o rights and For MRolding the rights
of & nation higher and more Lportant than thelr own ™ The general
programms of this organisation, howsver, included eguality in its gensral
prsition  of women within sociely and the family. These included egual
pay  for sgual  owork . egual opportunity for education amvd a  few  more

speciTic demands for nurseries and Rindecgaertens. The Socialist Workers'

Farty, bk

-g fParaaran-s Socialist was the only lefhist group to include
abortion rights among other demands for womss An its program. ™~
Thwa suminEsr of  L%ED saw the start of  a re-evaluation and

selv-criticism  among  the  left. The croup split into the

"Majority" and the "Minority! groups.  The stand of the majority has beoen

eaplained in detadl. Togethar with the |

T

they supported the
Fegime and Relped At to orush any opposition groups and popular movemsnts
including  othsr leftist groups and the Kurds. Thee Minority, Hossver,

preservaed Lts Frevolutionary stands towards the guestion of women. Thuz



Miror ity piblished & special edition of their organ

to commanerate the Internatiomal Womsn s Day.  This in dtself was & sign

-5

hope that at lesst one major leftist organisation in fran has baken

.

the question oF women’s rights sericusly by sayving, "The democratic  and

independent struggle for o womsn at this etage 18 a negessity, '™

Another article  in the same issue expressed regrel  and  oriticism
towards  progressive  organisations for thedir lack  of  support in the
DEFEVLOUS two years since the revolution for wonen protesters and bhesir

activities, such as  the protest by women  lawyers  and  othee  women's

organisations against losing their profession as Jjudges. Themy  acimitted

w2

ause these womsn were not supported by the

progressive political groups end organisations.
This different approsch by the more progressive groups  among  bhe

left  in Iran, was the sign of sympathy and wnderstanding  towsrds the

wonnen | s ouesstion and the absence of wne sairy pralse of women Tor thede

Yeacritice", was a spark of bhope for the confussd Tranisn woimsn anong the

left, torm betwsen o conflicting necessities of eithsr supporting  the
leaeft as Tthe only option and compronise with thede policies, oF to state

thelr awn feminist demands.  The conflict sesmed slowly to be dissolving.

WOMEN S CONGTTOUSMESS WITHIN_ THE LEFT

The non-supportive attitude adopted by the leftist and  progressive
organisations in Iran towseds the question of women and womesn’ s strugoles

for egual rights, has been in great contlict with the experiences of the

wornen active  within these organisations.  Tha majority of the leftist

werner whe were active in the formation of various groups who took part in

demonstrations, O TEr e and  sit-ins, were middle olass VIHTRED

supportive o sympathetic to the leftist ideology and not  from  working

class backgraunds. Thair protests,  Howkever, were not supported by the

lerftist orgenisations on the pretest that because these women were middle



clase  womest thedr  movenment wss A middle olass  womsn’s  movement and

theretfors 1ts support was not thelr concern.
Ordginal by, many wormsn from among these groups realiset], s pressurs
atarted  to Daild wup, that  in order for them to be able to raise

OIS LS8

among the working ol

thay themselves had to be

awiare oFf 8 lotiomns. Thesir activities were hindersed further by
legalisation of these restrictions by the Islamic government. Thus mary

o various  leftist  grouss gl ther

Thewe  were a great mnumber of lefiist wonen who  themselves  adopted
the  noresupportive attibude towards the womsn's questlon and this  has

[z TR

besr & greast hindrance n promoting b coof wermen areg) the leflist

organisations. A8 discussed above, Lhelr main goal was to "liberate!” the

saciety, ratler than just one part of i1t.  Most of these

WoRnET, Moever,
iz well awars of, o had a theoretical wndsrstanding of e need to
organise  working  class wors. This has been sophasissd by colassical
sooialists conocerned  with women’s problems™?  whose views  were  widely
quiated by the members of these organisations.  In fact, this theoretical
widerstanding of the nesd to orgsnise womsn has been bebhind the formation
of various women’s groups affiliated with leftist groups. Theese woimsn' s
groups  wWere  nevertheless caught betwsen the lack of real  interest  and
comnitmsnt o the gquestion of wonsen & womnsn and not as workers, on the
oner hancd, and  the  anter-party rivalry  that existed within  these
cganisaticms. This wnfortunately led to the disappearance of  these

WEHTHE S OF OIS . Tt was only those groups who made an effort to becons

independent, like Ettehade Melli-ve Zanan. the Mational Woman s Alliance,

and  Raba  l-ve dan.  Women's Emancipation, who surevived during the  first

few yvizars of the revolution.

Ginmce  then, Fowever,  those women  who haod dignorsd thelr  own

14y




vomantcd,  tharks to the presswre of the Islamic Republic, have been

Forced o reevaluats thsir thoughts and look at therselves  as  middle

]

35 wrrbar womsn rather then as workers or peasants. Leftist  womsn s
c:nr*x;_mn'is?sati.cm'*sfs " in addition  to e reactionary legislation and
?“'E?E;tr:j.c:‘t;iﬂcxzjs:?g alsn  had to challenge the Fuslim  women’s organisations.
These groups not only have their oun ldeologues9®,  but also enjoy Ztl‘n&)
govertmsEnt support and funds. Iranian working class women have besn
sanily recruadted by them. A ogreat number of Iranian middle class  women

also, in search of their identity and culture, have besn atbracted to the

ideas promoted by these groupss. Tranian leftist woman has realised that

she has o be prepared to respond to these ideas.  Her response has to be

a practical alternative scoeplable to the mass rather than intellectual

discussions that alienate them.
Hince all the progressive movements were banned,  the activitiss of
the newly  foreed indepsndent women’' s groups also went  wnderground and

Ty T ki

leaflt Tram. Howsevear,  right from the firet veasr of the
revolution, independent  [ranian women’ s groups have formsed  abrosd  and

atill combinue  in o various forms throogboot the  Western  world. Thsesmes

groups continuously evaluate and re-evaluate their own position vis—a-vis
the Ialamic Republic and try to kesp thelr contact with thelr parthers in

Tran. Atvoad, they have the fresdom to exercise their rights and  at

least edprass thelr ideas in the form of poblications, seminacs and grosap

et g . Thiz is very promising for the future when most  of

These womesn return o Tran and continue thelr cause.,

The replacemsnt of the Islanic Republic by any other govermnment, in
particular a socialist one,  would require reforms that  would improve
worresn T s posiltion considerably. Im spite of the shortcomings of Doth the

e,

i anct the F

an A their approach to the guestion of womsn, in

A futurss govertimsEnt in Iran, no  matter which ulgw'Elw] obtaims
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decisicrrmaking  posssr,  the position of women will have to improve. 215

the  women s rights under the Islamic Republic have DBBeEn  repressscd very

:

aeversly,  amry  groun that comes o powese ds obliged to support legasl

R o Favouy of women. Howeser, these changes will not be very

profound,  or easy considering the male dominated leadership of political

mvemEn s and the ol tuwrally irrforced soclalisation of  womss  within

these groups.

Like the libsration of the workers, the libsration of womsn  is a
catss i its awn right. It requires consciousness railsing and an active
moverment of Lts o, This is only pessible through independent women’'s

movemeEnts  which  start with coneciocusness raising and its aim is mach

Higher thean equal ity bebwsen man &N wWomarm .
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The questice: of women in twentieth century Iran has  bsen & very
controveraial political isesus within Iran. The women’ s moverents of  the
19205 in Dran bad raised the issues concerming wome . This movemsant was
stopped  at  its early stages of growth, velt a minority of uppsr class
conscious  feminists represented the vodos and the rising demands of the
madority. Thee yvears of the cosrcive Fahlavi regims brought about soms
echicational and legal reforms in favowr of womsEn. This was a period  of
nor-movement for women velt a pericod of success for the middle class  and
eiicatad  womesr as wonen s status had improved to not only allow them o
participate in the sconomic and industrial development of the country but
they cowdd  also be appointed to high political positions of lawvers,
gesnbers of perliamsnt, ministers and the highsst would be the appointment

of the Guesn to the position of NMayvebol-8Baltans.

I compeariscon, Khomeind ouds has systenatically deprived women of

the educational ., legal, social, economic, and political status that womsEn

had sehisved, although theough reforms from above, throughout the Pablavi

FELGMN . Tl repressive  measuwres  taken  against  women SLNCE the

estal slamic Republic has gone furthsr to decres lts own

interppretation of the Islamic law as the core of its Jjuwlicial system and

e e Constitution and the lew of Retribution in which  the

M

positicon of womsn has deteriorated to being even worse than the previous
centiyy in some aspects.
Tre evolution and  the repression of  the women’'s  movemsnts  and

womnen s rights in Tran resembles sindlar developrments in other countries

in the PMiddle Esst as well as in the West. For example, the demands
raised by the feminists in Iran in the 1990s were  identical to  those

isetes ralssd by the feminists in the United States of fmerica in the



early 1800, MAleo,  the regression of the position of women in Algeria

since the Fevolution  to soms sxtent  is  comparable to o bhe

ercowragensnt  of  the domesstic role of womesn in Iran since the  Islamic
Repablic. Thus an assessnent of the oross-oultuwral  and oross-national
patterms whethsr simllar or dissimilar in woren s cights movemsnts  weddd

N

he wszeful in showing the wniversality, at least in soms particulars, of

ther  womeEn s question and how wemsn’ s sovensnts in various countries  can
influsnce each othsr.

Ore clear i

ragarcing women is the use of women as a political
foroe. During different historical eras and in almost any national
comtert,  women have Deen used, whether directly or indirectly to help as
a political resowce dueing wars, oivil o wars, national  liberation
movensEnts and revolutions. Siometimes women have Een conscious of thedr
rights while actively supporiting the upheavals such as  the groups  of
worsn supporting the Revolution in Russias Most  often  though, the
irvolversnt and  activities of women  in such movemsnts have rot
necessarily besn accompanied by a consclous support for the rights  of
TS such support has been thought to be diversionary to te aims  of
the  movemant. Fogain the position of women in the national libsration
morveements in Algeria could e used as an exanple.

In the case of lran also, one

that cdwing different

Historical periods the support of women for various political causes  has

e s by the authorities, namely by men. The Islamic leaders have

bee able to communicate with the illiterate and move traditiconal HERG

of thse fomles popuilation in Irean and thus sasily mobilize  them for
various political pourposes. This has : been apparent only dwing the
anti~Ghah movemsnts of the late 1970s but also during the Constitutional

Revolution  at the beginning of the century. The women of these strata

today provice the bulbk of female supporters and in general constitute &

2ot



VERTY G

oy base of suppoert for the Islamic Mepublic.

i bram b

aleo tried to gelt the support  of  womsn.

In  bhe 19308 Reza Shabh introduced policies to gain the support of  early

Iranian feminists of the time to swport his rule.  Ironically howsver, a

La

e CLVEr TER

Feads and political repressions bypical of his

<)

redan meart the ond of any indepsndent organisation including those  of

WCHTIEN W

LT WeEnEn T S oronap was then founded on his order.

FMohaumesd Fe

Shah also, upon bis return in 19352, sought the support
of  wewmesn o his rade. His aim was to recralt educated middle colass
winmer,  His regime offered high rewards to those who supported him and to
wornesr of the etacated and middle class.  He ordered the foundation of the
Women s Drgendsation of Tran, beaded by his bedin sister fshraf, to deal
with  issues  conosrtdng womsn and o promote sdoucation for women. T
main purpss of this organisation howsver, was to bring all  women and
thedr scattered activitdes wder one central  organisation, to be
comtrollexd divrectly by the government. No indepsndent organisaticn was
ad Lowsezd .

{H

poolitical growpss from the far right to the Yar left have also

consistertly  worked towards recrultment and support from womsn . T

groups anclude the ayan and the  Moj 1in. Thus  all

important  political groups  have recognissed the  dmporteance of  female
support and mobdlisation for theilr cause, Women  themselves, bowsver,
havie not yelt been able to organise a united and independent group  that
wordlel  danclude womsn of all these political groups  towards a  common
WOANEN ' & CaSse.

Mary  women of modert ITran have welcomsd any opportunity that weld

et them oult of  thelr restrictive life sbyle and  invoelvse  them  dn

non-domestic and political activities but the male dominated leadership

of  most political activities together with & lack of  comwnitment  and
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amorg thess active women has meant that bhe
womsn Ts o rdghts dssues heve not besn considered as a priority and not as

impoetant as  the maln Cause

of the movemsnt. Maryy of  these  educatsd

WEHTIERY  mindes

varicus political groups beve argued thal womsn’s lesues
ashaddd not e discusssd separately from obher political lssues. Thesii

argument has besn that social, econgnic,  and political conditions afisct

ook omen andd worrsan bogether and theretore they consider it diversionary

arid wrirsal i o Toeues o the ds

W of women s righte alone. What they
did not realise at the time was that to ignore this issue wouldd ke very

harmTl a8 well. What bas happened therefore has been the inoclusion and

wse of  womesn 0 &1 political  andd national  movemsnts without bhs

encdorsemnsnt of the womern’s rights, whereas women’ s rights should b taken

T

sly and e among the priord i the growss’ political actions.

Again the situation with women’ s rioghts and the womsn’e guestion in

Tran is a de ation of a very important point relevant to oth Third

World developing countriss: the difficulty of wderstanding the concept

of  wEmmen s Liberation  in a national contest. A mwnbxee of  Drardan

intellectuals had backed the womsn’ s rights issues in the 19203 hows

g
theeir  position has  never been clear with regard to this  issus. The
contenporary intellectuals also suffer the same indecision on whal  thear
real  position is on the issue. Mo serious attempts wers ever made 1o
reatorm ITslamic precepts in accordance with the needs of the modernisation
[ = The Fablavi reforms had both positive and negative effects on
the position of women. Tte most positive efforts were on the espansion
of  education for womsn. The legal changes of the late 1%960s and  1970s
were Ampresaive but not ddeal.  Given mowve tice o opportunity, hossever
perhaps more positive legal reforms would have been forthooming and weoodo
Fave reachesd all strata of women.

A direct comparison between the two regimes of the Pablavi redgn and



the Tslamic Republic re of on thelr position on womsn makes the Fahlavi

el appeEar very pro-feminist The deterioration of the legal position

b

OF WEHTEDY W amic Feoublic has resul ted in the total endorsemsnt

i1

of  the Fahlavi  retforns rel thee woman’ s position nobt only by

monarrchists bt also by womsn of other groups. This support s based

et

analysis of the obviows and AV i

regimes which,  in EaranCe . sesin to e so opposite. The  Irarmdan

supErience could e a lssson for other developing nations.

The negative aspect of the Pablavi reforms o womer were indicect

and  less obviows. There were legal changes from above but  traditional
practices wre not addressed ot ignored.  As wes typilcal of the Pahlavi

Felgn.,  orass  roots dreolvenents wers nob allowed and there was no

oF mational  campaign to dnvolve  the traditional  and

illiterats

eomertts of the population. s omirst of these  retforms wers

aimerl  at Wwrbiery middle classes, the misconceptions, fears,  and

problens of  the traditional and illiterate women  were nobt addressed

systenaticallv. In a hasty rush to moderniss and Westernise ths nation,
the majority of its fenale population was ignored. larqe sums of  monsy
wens speEnt by the cowt entouwrage and financial govertment resources wers
not wsed to bodld schools,  houses, or hospiltals in wban slums,  yebt oo
mach was spent on various drrelevant projects designed to dnpress forelgn
dignitaries. The vast sun of money spent on the celebration of the &, 500
veara of Iranian monarchy is an edample of this. The govertment of Iran
i the 19705 had the economic and technological resowrces  which  woadd
enable it to launch a mador re-socialisation process throuob the media
and the school system, aimsd at the majority of women. Such a process
codol have  beern s very positive way of using the  aothoritearien  systen

which controlled the media. Instead the media was used for  publicising

surmee goods and household ttems and make-up toowomesn whdle at bhe same
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time  ltextbooks  at schools reinforced traditional imeges  of  women  and

stereotyvpss of  the  role of women dn the Trs  the oulbaral

moaried b

e tracitional s

2] wnchanged s the gap betees

et
Westernised  enlarged  and nelther group had a propse conception of b
rights and the position of wWomen.

The relicious  leaders, o the other hand, strengthensd and
ppriiticised thailr comwmonication with the traditional womsn.,  They did not
igncee woimen of this station ol their anti-Western campaign orew  arcond
ther  concept of the female imege. e morality,  ber sssuality,  and Fer
ALIHRENETICE Thee clergy had no difficulty an aligning their own views
with  the ocultwal norms of bhese womesn and thos proved to o e & major
acvantage they snjoved. The Islamic Republic today is still wusing to its

achvantage the support and loyalty of these women.

The lack of harmony  betkesen treditionalism s psewdlo-Western

was a problem not specific to Iran ot that of many  othsr

Fodernisation,  together with Westermn capltal ism,
takes  aAaway a lot from traditional women,  both in terms of economic and

payohological factors, Mavy Third World countriss do not grasp the dssues

of  womeEn’ s rights and have a distorted view of it. Thues the  political
elite, Dbasically male, are not willing to teckle the lssus of female

vt they are defensive about  traditional practic and

imitate Western ways. For example, while there are complaints about the
rapld  growth  of childbirth reates, culturally having male children  is
e oracet . The authorities rarely grasp the fact that the female balf
of  the population, iFf trained and allowsd to do so,  is  capable of
participating in national affairs as much as the male population.

The  concept of & womsn’s movemnsnt nesds also to be clarified. Fen-

edamnple, the activities of the Womsr' s organisation of Iran,

Iran, is referred to as a woynen’s movemsnt. Whereas one codld

oo St



argue  that  an effort Dy the govertment  to enforose certain positive
changes for womsn o behalf of womesn cannot e callesd a woman’ s movement,

Fovements of  this  kind do not start by govermiment policies bl are

venal ly airter] Dy a discontentsd group with o the aim of  changing  the

S

isbing orden. Gemdne independent movemnsnits  Anvolve Continuos

activities and ovolve ovor wime, terncding to {face opoosition, usually by a

oovertmEn . or other groups whose object

in opposition to  these

e L They have to have & set of goals and ddeas which bhey pursoes

Ffaithfully.

The  women’ s movesreenh An Iran ledd to develop Tully.

However, women’ s liberation sovements have formed in variows  historical

paricgls dm Iran and this in it

el f shows that although the movemsnt, like
many othsr political sovemsnts o the Middle East and  other  developing

counticiss,  did not get the chanoe o develop much Turbther  than theic

initial stages of  development, their identification as CJELLLNE

indepsndent mowve

G

anc studying them could Pip womsn to o understard
theiv own history and thelr present position and therefore to  wwierstand

that they bave the right to demand changes meaningful for their position,

Frewn  Uheedr govertments Thez oocurrence of women’ s cigbts movemeants in

the past ared in the o vt th oin Tram and in other  countriss  oould

imspire womsn Wnto consolousness and acticm.

Tranian  wonen have achieved very little since the begimning of  the
trentieth  century. The Islamic Republic in [ran has taken  away  what
little was achieved by women and what was given to them  theough  the

Fallavi government’ s efforts and organisation.  In a swvey done in 1581,

izabeth Sanasarian as

o Tranian female stuwdents of different political
grovgrs o rank dssues of deportance in Lranian women's  rights at the

time.*  Interestingly encagh, the top thres

ws have besn educaticon,

Family laws, and the health of mothers and children. These 1ssueEs were



This tTurther

advocated by 1y Trandan Teminists of  the

iilustrates that Tramian women (Feminists) are still fighting for edactly

thee same lssues,  showing that not much has been achieved in spite of the

time  which has elapsed and various historical events, Tre position  of

wonssn has dn fact deteriorated.
Tre  positicon of women In Iran 18 not wanigue Bowever. The=  Undtedd

Maticns  Intermational Decade vor Women Conference in Copsnbagen in 1980

revealed & Tact aboul the position of women since  1975; le2. &
derterioration in their position. Womssn an coantries as advanced as  the

United States are facing conslderable opposition from conssrveltive groups

g the Egual Rights Smendment amd its

s as the Moral Magority whe oppes
VIEWS CONMCErTANG wWomen are very similar to those of the Islamic Repuablic
af Lran.

The astatus of  women  and the question of  women  thereforse s &

wwandie structues, Thes

Lirdvesraal & oantagenilsn and e

overall  status of women worldwide is & very bleak pictuwrs todsy. £

which ocuts

in national and wnitary ldeoloagy is needed,  an ldeoloon

across naticonal  and cultwral barriers and goes  bevond political  and
erononic systems, It is very Loportant for Tranian womsn sod e woomsn

aof  the Third Morld to reslise and accept thet the concept of  women’ s

vkl

libsraticon is  not srm bowrgesnls concept but is

worldwide because of the universal oppression of women.

The misinterpretation  and misrepressentation of  the concept  of
feminism sl feminist  issuss  betwssn the MWesterm and Third  World
courtriss  has not Felped to close this gap. Developing countriss  have

Yo e Like mer oy Yto be like the West'. Woestern women on the  other

ledd o belisve that women' s liberation movemsnts mean for thedr women

haricd,  have been given the false image of Third World women being content

with thedr opprsssion. The concepts of cultwes and tradition have  very



aften  beon wsed o couwnter any oriticism about the interior position  of

IR wr

wennst an odeveloping courvbed -l tural and comparative  stadi

Powassvenr . will show that theve edists more similarity than differsnce as

Tar  AS WOEEET S rhe e concermiet. Thus womsn's  rights iz &

dEancd st e oconsidered as such. The interacticon  and

palitdosl i

UK wenment Lo omere needed toodsy than at sy other Time,

and At dm o the only method to enable women to destroy male-impossed

wcepbions sl to dmprove the position of women in The Third World.
While 4t is important to raise the conscilousness of womsn in Third

113 . 11

such as lran, 1t is equally important o "sensitiss

Wen- 1o counte b
feminist  womsn in the West to specitic problems faced by women of  the

thivd o ld. Western  ddeology and  Westerm  feminism  in particular,

consider  Islanic  tradition as very oppressive, partiloularly towseds

WUHTES Thiis the evdstence of strong peatriarchal relations

within it wornesn by Tslam is summarisex by radical

on of veiling,  the secl

usiorn of  women, the
regulations  and denial of e right to seauality. and ber bomiliation

thrcngh pod v

ury and  repudiation. Great numbxrs of Westerns  feminists,

for  evample, conceantrate  on certain  dssues such as the wvell  or

clitorectomny as the major means of female oppression in Maslim countries

and dgnore the more imporiant dssues of Ll literacy. poverty.,  health asd

family lawes. Muslim feminists on the other hand thsse  1ss

irrelevant and stick to political and economic i

frab Teminists, for exenple Magida Salmean,  view  the  huniliating

position  of Arab women as nobt related to shangs of the Foran bt
o the fact that Arab ruling classes feel the rnecessity of having respect
for  Islamic tradition i their way  of  admindistrating  their  Islamic

states.® Sk then argues that this necessity ls caused by the Srab world

Paving besn doninated by colonialist and imperialist powers.

T AR



Other feminists such as Mawald Saclawl also defend “orae Iolam' and

wn has lost the democratic olaims that 1t had promd

argue  that

a0l o
womet andd dnstesd of that,  Islam has becoms a ohauvinistic religion in
the  hands of the frab ruling class who have Bep

their  tie with  the

imperialilst powers.™ She arguss that theretfore Uhe position of  Puslim
womeT,  dike  that  of Western womesn, always  depsnds on the  dominant
econcEmis relations of  the sooisty. Muslim  feminists  like Dadawi,

therefore, regard the issuse of w2iling and sesual politics as irrelevant

to woms i wnderdeveloped countries and issuss that should not e dealt
with in isolaticn.

Telam, fTor these feminists, ssems to e taken as an ideology which
is separate from the socico-economnic relations of the socisty and situated

otsicde  social relations and preactices, thereTore U can be used &g &

tool by orading ol Thes e

sl of womer ls always edpladinesd
having  an sconomnic origdn and theretors the influence of  Islan as  an

idenlogy which happens to bave rules for economic,  soclal and political

ations  as well as Tor private and pers

wal relaticonships  within  ths

sosiety, 1s overlooked.

sims Mermissl views Islam as a set of socdial relations and p

thws and demonstirates that

LS

the guestion of sexuality for example is very central to the position of

WD , % whereas Sadawi and others see 1t as lrrelsvant to the women’ s

prEsitior. Merrs that womsn’ s e

suality is acknowledged by Islam

and  a nmebaork of  personal and social  orelations dis budilt around,

regulating it.
It was only aftter the oross-cultural esemination of the position of
wonnesy through political solidarity with the Third World and Foslim womsn

that  radical feminism becams more sympathetic in looking at Islam s

understanding its treastment of womsn. The blame in such studies is  not

=iz



put on islam bub on the nation of = and Women’ s position is

attriatbed to the  economic and social  relations that dominate the

ol leies For theoss Musiim counterie

it

In Iramian Shil’ite ideology and its interpretation. the concept  of

female  soxuallity is ssen as very active  and alithough 1t he

rer-interpreted and re-evaluated by leandan Shiite ddeciogues in o modern

-honesds o be control led.

e as @ active pisesr wh

sl T oin the the

13
i
i

This  comtrol meriidfests

arcd bl arid also in the new Lyranmian

Faunily

legisiation, the Constitution, and the Law of Retribotion. Tranian wonmesn

havver essy wnabls o prevent the incrsasing pressuwre and injustice beought

vper them by the new government.

With to

censorship in force in Iran and the situation of wae, one
gets the impression that womsn bave sucounbsd to theie fate  undsre  this

regime ancd have aco

the role designated for them by its  leaders.

Howseser, it 1s difficult to assess this, Wizmesn s silence might be soen

s & sign of temporary confusion rather than aurrender of all they have

accomplisked since  the begirming of this cenbury. At least, ohe can

argue  with  certainty  that  educated womesn of  different ola

prrlitical backgrowds heve Ecors more conscious about their own ddentity

as womer andd bheir own special nesds and dnte

At e present tirs under severs oppression and war bobth men and
women have o surrender to the abrocities of the govertment. Once the
wars with lrag ends,  the whole atmosphsare will change onoe again and only

time will show the extent to which the Iranien womsn who bas taken to the

strasts,  olad  in ¢ for with ralsed fist o gun in hand  to support a

popdar revolution, would saccept the concept of an Islamic govermment and

its notions of womanhood enforced on ber by its leaders.

The events of the last decade and in particular the experiences  of

21y



Iram  have resulted in the

™~
o

WEHTER wnder The Islamic  Republic

reewvaluation of  the position of womsn ared thas a i femilnist

corsciosness An Tran, not just among women Dot for men as o owell. The

discriminations and pressures from the new reging and the loss of its Vew

tion of women in Iran a

e

gains under the previous regims 0 the oues

fiie o

of  nabtional dmportence and  debate and each

croanisation has been obliged to articulate its views on

Thee  first btwr vears following ths revolutlon ssw the formstion of

VAL Wit s groayns . Thus the nucleus of & national political women’ s

Cablished. Varicus factors bhowsvar have prevented it from

e wWas s

expancling  ancd using

ity Tres main exitermal factor  being

The  severs repres AT the governmesnt, not only  regarding womsn s
CIF TS Bt also with all other political progressive  groups in

oapmsition . The internal ly damaging factor for the indepsndent women’ s

arEnts within Marsist ideclogy  which

Fas  also atflicted the lefbtist movermsnt an Iran in goreral . Thes  major

cresment Fere de bhat most women bPelievers  dn Maewist-Leninist

ideclogy  wisw the qu ion of women’s liberation only within the  wids

534

-

&

context of the proletarian and worlang ols

s revolubtion. In obther words,

they tmlieve that  women will e 14t thirciah & proletarian

revolution and thus indepsndent women’ s ogroups are not needed as the main

is the olass struggle. The propagenda and publications of most
of  these groups have therefors Deen directed to the working olass  winsn

o the "todling"  wonen. Ty see the struag

le arnd emancipation of woresn

orly within the olasse strogole with an economic base.

majority of the womesn activists of these groups ars

ecucated, middle or lowsr middle class women who have little  sapsrience

as  "todling' women. Thesy  thevrefors  observed  the situation as  an

cutsicer ., Trhesy see the mador problem of the pe and working ole




FLE esoncmilo o lemes . Thay completely ovenrlc

v b b 1

Fundamental  problems that  wndite all women regardless of  their ol

bk ool . These problams consist of the patrisrchal social  relations

that  oraes “Lminations which women f at  FomsE arwd in
paabalic. The:  degres of this repression faced by owomen in their  family

in acoordanoe  with

rezlatiorss, an relatic

e substantial . For

all wownen,  whethsr prof o Worker 1n & factory

A pEasant farmer,  the very fact of being female oreates  disadvarntag

its causes ared its roots

@l &

Only the ra

widld  gadn sympathy aned support From all women as 1t would be the  ilssus

that towchss svery aspect of thelr Tives.

To  wieww  all socisd problems, including womsn’ s problems.  as &

1

i

procict of  capitalism is to dgnors the greater  exploitation of  women
uncler e feuwdalist and theooratic regimes, Thee leftist women’s  qroup

igrores and lsolates women of helr own ol the boaggesnis  and e

piiy-houwrgeois class, by foousing their attention on the working olass
TN They  thus  dgnors the power of resentment and  angsr that  the
Taelamic government hes oreated amongst middle class women. Also with the

- 4=

rate  of 90X Alliteracy among peasant womsn and the owomsn of  the  pooe

wrian ola g, arordcally,  the poblications of these groups were wnable

to reach thelr targeted audience. Another factor is thalt masses of poor
woisn wWith large families to support are so preocoupled with the problemns

of  simply making & living that they have little spare time or energy o

anvolvesd in obber activi

desm. They have intermalised their  infericowr
position  through  traditional  conditioning such  that they  cannot e

et

sted to bemcome active feminists fighting for  women’ s

wormet s Liberation.

The  proletarian women,  wher are the most edwploited, wltimately

216



thee  grestest potential  For achdeving  women’ s amnancipation.

Mowever, at this pericd in Drandan history, the problem s that of acc

oy the  proletsyeian woman. Tl itirmal  ideological  barrier  that
surrouncks . then must Torst e broken. These barriers of  patriarchal
values Al religious views snd e acceptance of  inferiority  are all

ratnforoed through the matarial conditions within which they live.

Without o« soneinlc aned social changes that would bring financial

indepEndence arwd Ul material  security, o significant fermninist

consriousness could effectively be ralsed among them. Thus the sconomic

ardd  social  policies of any futwe govermment wonld e crucial  in the

acvarcersnt of feminist consciousness and the feminist movemsnt.  For the
wonesnr of  the progrsssive grodps, 1t is particularly important to
acknowledge the potentis] of the middle snd lowsr middle olass  wmesn.
They should theredore pul an smphasis on the nesds and demands of  these
WIHTHS o

Different organisations  of womsn abeosd, in spite of  the massive

problems that thev are

ing, ab least enjoy the derocracy prevailing in
thee Wesitern cowrnbries. Although the nunber of thess groups is very small
and  thelr audisnce exiled middle class women, they are  axperlencing &

COATE O

atgaat the question of Irandian women which is wiigue in that

this  oroup  of women have expsrisnced alt lesast the events of  the White
Fervolution and the Islamic Revolution ancd indirectly,  whether by reading

o Bhrough theilr mothers” and grandmothees”

acconts of their sHperie
of the previous era, have second hand knowledge of the position of womesn
curing that period.

Flawry  of  these women heve also, during the last two decades,  Deen

affiliated to or sympathissrs of opposition groups such as the

ard the Fadavan as well as the Confederation of Students dbroad and after

their experisnces  have coms to the conclusion that being part of  the

27



wemne ' s grodp of this or that organisation doss not melp e women s

Ttoiw ondly through an dndependent women’s orgenisation that  the

clemancks of women wald e addr

A ard renuested,

Thee swpsrience and conscicasness of this group of women s not o only

wriioues bt edtrensly valuable.  Apart from organising meetings, wwnen of

Theoses

groups have Tooused thelr activities more  on researching about

LCHTIES ) o Heimg in the bWest, they have access o numerous lilbrariss where
thesy  can reacd about the experisnce of feninist movensnts throughoot the

imberact  with  feminist  women and learn T thwaiy

Wi ldl

B

S LET IS These  learnt  syiperiences combined  with  their  actual

participation  in the svents of thes Islamic Revolution and  subseguent

Yeception'  has mede tThese woesn consclous of the position of women in

Irar. They no longer bhlindly ac

st theories that have developed in the
Wesmt bt they apply them to thedlr o case and have developed theories
reloevant to the franien cess themselves.

Whesther  the activities and publications of these womesn  abrosd ©

any  influence on the position or consclosne

raising of womsn o Tran

4

iomable at this tims, Severe censcorship and repres

1% uEs on doss not

allow much rogen for Cheses othe massses of women who are morre for

tiw Tslamic position of womsn than the feminist view. Howaver,  Iranian

wrwtesy of bhis olass bhave now ree-svaluated thelr position.

With the phase of repres

Loms An 1980, small, dndependent grouss of

wones were forced to cease thelr activities inside Iran. Great  nunbes

of  these women left Irsn and once again the foous of oppeosition to the

Iramian  government by all opposition  groups,  dncluding the women’s
groups,  shifted to Fuwropse and the United States. With the changed
attitudes of thess women,  dndepssndent Drenian women’ s groups flowriskbesd

this time outside Iran. The influence of the

roLpS  among The

masses of wonsn s very small, almost nonesistent. flmo the majority ofF

2ig



s w0 thedlr  publications reach

tresilr  members sre from the middle olas

ey small o manbsnes of  womsh. Howaver, many of e womsn activists now
rezalise  he nesd for indespendsnt women’ s organisations that are able  to

the struogle Tor womesn’s rights on oa broad spsctrom.

Thee mmw consciodsness and bthe disillusionmsnt of thesse  women
resutted in thedr olossly edanining the attitudes of thedr male  comrades

in  the leftist organisations, who had always  considersd  the women's

secondary andd dependent on the socialist revolution.

Thesse male partners, howsver, have besn nfluenced by the womsr s el &

1 Wener T 6 mverreEnt is

That an dnckepsrce

Qe LT of  Thesn oW |

e only way bo arhieve egualiby Tor wiomen.

The women s question hass Decoms s oromednent political issae in Iran

aeince  the revolution. The isswe has been taken up by a&ll political

CH. im opprsition o the present regims. The concern shown by these

Grous provides an opporbunity for femindsts o articulate theilr concerms

e TirEt .

1y Tudidres

For wixte ' s i
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Fre The Tormadaticon and eactivities of the newly formed  indepsndent
womesn ' s organisations were bamned and the attacks on womsn s, as well as
ore o any obber noresupportive groups,  incoreased,  many women lett Iran to

eile themselves in other cowntries, smostly Burops and the United States.

rugnbxers of these womsn bad per-ticipatscd an the processions and
demomstrations both before and after the revolution. Tresy bl directly

o ardirectly Dbeen dnvolved with owomen’ s orgenisations or political
; = F

lefrist organisations.  These women, wsing thelr experience and awarensss

of  the women s guestion.  started to orgenise Yranlan women abroad  and

form  indepsndent  women s groups dn differsnt cowntries. Hare I will
mesmticm thres groups Formsd in BEngland,  Germany . and the United Stated,

which oould be representative of the

Tranian women ' s activities,  hopes,
ared achievements outside Tran.

Tre  Trsndian Womsn' s Libsration Group was founded by a  few Tranian
woarEn n Loncdon An 1979 These  women,  Teeling the necessilty  of
orgErising wemsr,  Peld a conterence o 132 May 1979, to discuss issues
concerning iranian women at the time. Ther oroup was  then founded
Following  the conference  and held requiar informal  mestings with o an

incresing membeeship.

by
the  recent  revolution  and bthe sserging women’ s movemsnt  in Iran and

thoaght 1t was also nere

mary Tor Tramian women abroad to get  together

ancl trnarcls  Corsse OIS

L ralsing and  thedr
position within Tran, and to form solidacity with women’ s groups in Tran,
thus participsating in thelr struggles within Tran.  Thelr goal aso was to

works towards & better wunderstanding of the Trendisan womsn’ s situation oy

2z



el

L rcwips in England and to interact and

by Uz

crecharnoe opdanions with thesm. This group later changed its name to the

Tramian women Solidsrlty Grows.

fpart From regulae weskly mestinos, 1t madn dnitial activity was to

publdsh newsletters for womsn in Fesien and booklsts an Bhglisb. it

el e co with women’ s organisations in ey,

axchanging nformation and pablications. T also organissd photographioo

el F el & Tilm of

ancd slide sxhibitions By e
chring the Intermaticnal Momen s Day of 1979 and thelr protests against
compeilsory vedling gl the abolition of legal reforms in their Ffavour.
The  Indespsndent Growgp of Tra;mian Womsn o Germany was  Tounded in
IFE0 when o group of women organised a conmmittes to protest sgainst  the

SR

wt by the Tranian Enbassy that wionen has o have  passport

prestocprapts teken with thaie halr covered or their passporis would not be

toy thee formeticn of this organisastion, thers were ocattered

Tranian womsn’ s grougs n Germary . The Lranian Women’s Group in Hanowver

had  already  besn formed in 1979 and wes aobive with & groop of  Gsrmears

tion of women in Iran both in

feminists  publishing pamphlets on the posi

{Gormarn sl A FELEN Y Iy West Berlin also anothe Treodan womsn ' s

Libewration  group  was active in pablishing material in bobth  Cerman and

Ferredan . Ameng thelr pablications the newspapres

- Ulomeary and Libsration',

can o omeEntionsd. Gnother sinmllar group was also active in

Frank furt, It was this latter ogroop that anvited different  ogroups T
f & |-

the commities to protest.

Therefore  in Germany the basis for womsn’s activities esisted in &

attered way and in the form of small groups of womesn. This gathering,
thouah,  formad  the beginndng of & larger group and activities at the

level of an organisabtion, & movemnsnt as they call it. Different aroups

Zry



winman e realised that they could no lonoer wailt to be helpsd o to

v slpport From U prearess ve ! OIS o S Ty began thede

coonperation  and  solildarity. Their first organisational  meeting  took

~abl dahed .

place in Framb-furt and the Ymovemsnt" was

States. Womsn of differresnt

Similar  events ooowred 1n The Whahed

crnkcls AN various cities had started to Tore emad] ogroups and to

Foold  regular mestings. Marions plitical  groups, particularly  the

Corrfsgeration of Iranian Students in the US,  sach hedd their own women’s

aroup with activities alongside thelr main political  affiliation. By

most vmen affiliated with these groops e felt the necessity  of
ndependent  women s organisations and had becoms very  disappointed  and
clisillusionesd] with  these political groups whose sctivities  regarding
weome were Limited almost to celebrations of International Wormsn's Day.

I MNowesnber of 1982, the Trandam Women' s Group of  Fhiledelphia

irpeifedd varions women’ s groaps throughout the United Btates to gatlse for

thes

sibhility of the formation at national
leverl of an Dranian Woman’s Orgenisation. Fepresentatives of  different

Tra

an komen s groups from Los Anoeles, San Francisco, Detroit, Chicaoo,

Washington, Mew York, Msaw Jersey, Poston,  and Philadeliphisa participated
i this gathering.  This mesting formsd the basis of a network of Iranian
WomEN T S gronips with the initial meme of "Committes for Orgenization of an

Irdependent Movensnt Tor Womsn'.
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