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ABSTRACT 

The lower H u l l v a l l e y i s an extensive t r a c t of estuarine 
al l u v i u m between Kingston upon H u l l and Beverley, North 
Humberside. The thesis examines the evidence f o r l a t e r 
I r o n Age and Romano-British settlement i n a landscape 
block of £. 330 km , i n c o r p o r a t i n g the v a l l e y proper and 
the higher g l a c i a l deposits at i t s margins. The 
discussion u t i l i s e s a comprehensive and c r i t i c a l 
gazetteer of some two hundred and twenty s i t e s and 
f i n d s p o t s , and seven d e t a i l e d s i t e - s t u d i e s present the 
r e s u l t s of the author's f i e l d w o r k or analysis of 
pr e v i o u s l y unpublished m a t e r i a l assemblages. The s i t e s 
are located on both a l l u v i a l and g l a c i a l deposits, and 
are presented i n the context of t h e i r environmental 
s e t t i n g s . 

A c t i v i t y on the v a l l e y margins before the end of the 
Arras b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n i s evidenced by a e r i a l 
photography, and by the beginning of the f i r s t 
millennium A.D. there \<rere settlements on the 
cla y / a l l u v i u m i n t e r f a c e at s i t e s such as Salthouse High 
School, H u l l , and Chapel Farm, Weel. A c c u l t u r a t i o n from 
south of the Humber i s suggested by the use of 
wheelthrown cordoned p o t t e r y at Risby, a s i t e which may 
have developed i n t o a v i l l a and which remained i n 
occupation u n t i l the l a t e f o u r t h century. 

Settlement on the alluvium deposit i t s e l f , h i t h e r t o held 
to have been a t i d a l i n l e t of the Humber u n t i l the ear l y 
Middle Ages, can now be demonstrated at r i p a r i a n s i t e s 
such as Greylees Avenue, H u l l , throughout the Roman 
period. A s u b s t a n t i a l body of Roman f i n d s from the 
alluvium has been revealed by recent fi e l d w o r k and 
database research, and i s analysed i n the l i g h t of the 
v a l l e y ' s geomorphology and the lower Mean Sea Level 
which then obtained and f o r which a value i s postulated. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The aim of t h i s study i s to present, and examine, the 
evidence f o r l a t e I r o n Age and Romano-British 
settlement i n the lower H u l l v a l l e y . The "c e n t r a l 
importance of the re g i o n a l study i n understanding 
ancient c u l t u r e s " has r e c e n t l y been re-emphasised by 
Salway (1981, 761), and i t i s as a c o n t r i b u t i o n to that 
"greater coverage of ancient B r i t a i n region by region 
and period by period" to which he looks forward that 
t h i s research has been conceived. The l o c a t i o n and 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the study area are dealt w i t h i n d e t a i l 
below (sections 1.2, 1.3), but before proceeding 
f u r t h e r , and at the r i s k of a n t i c i p a t i n g some of what 
f o l l o w s , i t w i l l be convenient to examine some of the 
f a c t o r s which have governed the research and helped to 
determine the form of the present work. 

Topographically, the H u l l v a l l e y forms a d i s t i n c t i v e 
c o n s t i t u e n t p a r t of the former East Riding of 
Yorkshire. The Riding can j u s t l y be regarded as a 
geographical e n t i t y i n i t s own r i g h t (Eagles 1979, 11), 
a f a c t which i s amply r e f l e c t e d i n the archaeological 
and h i s t o r i c a l record; the home of the Arras c u l t u r e 
from the m i d - f i f t h century B.C., and l a t e r l a r g e l y 
synonymous, f i r s t w i t h the t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y of the 
P a r i s i , and then w i t h the Anglian kingdom of Deira, i t 
has manifest claims on our i n t e r e s t . Sadly, not a l l 
parts of the region have received an equal amount of 
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a t t e n t i o n from researchers. Perhaps i n e v i t a b l y , given 
the expectations of e a r l y workers i n regard to 
settlement, e f f o r t s tended to concentrate almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y on the upland chalk Wolds, w i t h t h e i r l i g h t 
dry s o i l s , the clays and a l l u v i a of Holderness and the 
H u l l v a l l e y r e c e i v i n g scant consideration. The views 
of a generation ago w i t h regard to the l a t e settlement 
of the f o r e s t e d boulder clays of eastern England are 
w e l l exemplified by June Sheppard, who envisaged no 
large-scale clearance i n Holderness u n t i l the Anglo-
Saxon period (J.Sheppard 1956, 53); and A l l i s o n , 
w r i t i n g as l a t e as 1976, could conclude h i s discussion 
of the revised a t t i t u d e s to lowland settlement which 
the "data explosion" of the 1960s and 1970s had 
necessitated w i t h the cautionary enjoinder t h a t , " i t 
would be unwise...in the East Riding to suggest that 
p r e h i s t o r i c and Romano-British peoples were a t t r a c t e d 
to the marshy carr-lands of the H u l l v a l l e y . . . " 
( A l l i s o n 1976, 30-31). This research bias has, then, 
continued i n t o the modern period, i t s momentum r e 
in f o r c e d by the amenability of the Wolds to a e r i a l 
photographic survey. I n the eastern lowlands, 
conversely, and w i t h the major exception of s i t e s 
revealed by a e r i a l photography on g l a c i o - f l u v i a l 
gravels i n the v a l l e y , our knowledge of settlement i n 
the Romano-British period has depended l a r g e l y upon 
chance f i n d s and f o r t u i t o u s excavation. 

The impetus to c o l l a t e the scattered notices of such 
f i n d s was given the author by two circumstances. I n 
November 1982, he discovered, w i t h colleagues, an 
extensive I r o n Age and Romano-British occupation s i t e 
at Fishpond Wood, Risby (G.139 - a l l s i t e s r e f e r r e d to 
i n the main body of the t e x t are followed by t h e i r 
unique Gazetteer reference number i n t h i s f a s h i o n ) , 
where the clay-covered dip-slope of the Wolds overlooks 
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the lower H u l l v a l l e y (Frere 1984, 283; Didsbury 1986a, 
28-29); the s i t e appeared on no a e r i a l photographs, and 
i t s discovery served to i n d i c a t e what remained to be 
achieved by surface f i e l d w o r k i n the area. Secondly, 
i n February 1984, while employed i n the Archaeology 
Department of H u l l Museums and Art G a l l e r i e s , he was 
involved i n the excavation of Romano-British ditches 
revealed during housing development on the west bank of 
the r i v e r at Greylees Avenue, H u l l (G.69; Crowther and 
Didsbury 1985); t h i s , the f i r s t r i p a r i a n s i t e i n the 
area to receive the b e n e f i t of c o n t r o l l e d excavation, 
produced the l a r g e s t body of s t r a t i f i e d p o t t e r y east of 
Brough on Humber/Petuaria (SE 9427), and r a p i d l y 
assumed the status of a k e y - s i t e f o r the r e -
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of known settlement along the lower 
reaches of the r i v e r . 

I t i s , i n f a c t , from work on the above-mentioned s i t e s 
t h a t the present study grew. Both seemed to suggest 
t h a t a survey of settlement i n the eastern h i n t e r l a n d 
of Petuaria, never before attempted, could p r o f i t a b l y 
be undertaken, not only f o r what i t might i n t r i n s i c a l l y 
r e v e a l , but also f o r the hypotheses i t might generate 
and the f i r m foundation i t would provide f o r f u t u r e 
research i n the area. I t q u i c k l y became apparent that 
the gazetteer element i n such a study would be of the 
greatest i n i t i a l importance, f o r there was no 
comprehensive guide to findspots of I r o n Age or Romano-
B r i t i s h m a t e r i a l i n the area. The most up-to-date 
general survey of archaeological s i t e s i n Humberside 
(Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979) had r e s t r i c t e d i t s e l f , f o r 
reasons of time and economy, almost e x c l u s i v e l y to the 
compilation of a e r i a l photographic evidence when 
considering the northern h a l f of the county, and most 
of the m a t e r i a l evidence was e i t h e r obscurely published 
or l i n g e r e d i n un-published form, sometimes completely 
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f o r g o t t e n , w i t h i n H u l l Museums. At t h i s p o i n t , one 
f u r t h e r personal observation may be allowed, since i t 
has a d i r e c t bearing on the above: the author had a 
close connection w i t h H u l l Museums from 1983 to 1986, 
having been employed i n the Archaeology Department 
there f o r two of those years. This allowed him a 
knowledge o f , and access t o , archives and m a t e r i a l 
c o l l e c t i o n s a l i k e which would have been impossible f o r 
any v i s i t i n g researcher. That t h i s needs saying i n 
1986 i s unfortunate, though blame attaches rather to 
the ways i n which our museums are funded (and to the 
o f t e n low p r i o r i t y of archaeology w i t h i n them) than to 
those i n d i v i d u a l s who have had the c o l l e c t i o n s i n t h e i r 
care; t h a t i t i s an a l l too f a m i l i a r s i t u a t i o n i s 
amply evinced i n other studies (e_«̂ - C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975, 5 ) . The author hopes, at any r a t e , that 
what he has uncovered w i l l now remain a v a i l a b l e f o r 
f u t u r e researchers. To borrow a sentiment from Urn 
B u r i a l , "we were very u n w i l l i n g they should die again 
and be buried twice among us" (Brown 1658). 

A f u l l c r i t i c a l gazetteer of s i t e s and findspots w i t h i n 
the study area appears a f t e r Chapter 3, below. I t s 
nature i s f u r t h e r discussed i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n to that 
s e c t i o n , to which the reader i s r e f e r r e d . I t must be 
stressed from the outset, though, th a t the Gazetteer i s 
regarded as an e s s e n t i a l and i n t e g r a l part of the 
study, without the p r i o r compilation of which the 
research could not have taken place. The ava i l a b l e 
data-base r e l a t i n g to the study area when the present 
w r i t e r began h i s research was severely inadequate, 
being both incomplete and marred by inaccuracy (see 
f u r t h e r s e ction 3.3.3). The present Gazetteer i s now 
the most extensive compilation of m a t e r i a l from the 
area i n existence, and as such w i l l allow the author's 
conclusions to be assessed, as w e l l as serving as a 
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f i r m p l a t f o r m from which f u r t h e r work may be launched. 
I n order to f a c i l i t a t e cross-reference between various 
parts of the study, and as already noted, a l l s i t e s or 
f i n d s p o t s mentioned i n the main body of the t e x t are 
followed by t h e i r unique Gazetteer reference number i n 
brackets. C r i t i c a l evaluation of m a t e r i a l , which would 
i n t e r r u p t the flow of the main t e x t , w i l l also 
generally be found under the relevant Gazetteer entry. 

The o r g a n i s a t i o n of the main t e x t may now b r i e f l y be 
described: the remainder of Chapter 1 concerns i t s e l f 
w i t h the p h y s i c a l background to settlement (1.2); a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the study area and the geography of 
settlement w i t h i n i t ( 1 . 3 ) ; and previous archaeological 
work i n the study area ( 1 . 4 ) . Chapter 2 deals w i t h 
aspects of I r o n Age settlement i n the study area, and 
consists of an I n t r o d u c t i o n (2.1); a summary of the 
I r o n Age background i n East Yorkshire as a whole (2.2); 
and a discussion of the various classes of evidence f o r 
I r o n Age settlement i n the study area (2.3). Chapter 2 
also includes case-studies of three s p e c i f i c s i t e s 
w i t h i n the study area (sections 2.3.2.1 - 2.3.2.3). 
Chapter 3 deals w i t h aspects of Romano-British 
settlement i n the study area i n the l i g h t of the most 
recent research and f i e l d w o r k . I t includes three s i t e -
s p e c i f i c studies ( 3 . 2 ) , and pays p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n 
to new evidence f o r the u t i l i s a t i o n i n the Romano-
B r i t i s h period of a l l u v i a l lands h i t h e r t o held to have 
been unavailable f o r settlement u n t i l mediaeval times 

(3 , 3 ) . Chapter Four o f f e r s a b r i e f synthesis of the 
preceding chapters, w i t h suggestions f o r f u r t h e r 
research. An I n t r o d u c t i o n to the gazetteer already 
r e f e r r e d t o , and the Gazetteer i t s e l f , conclude the 
study (Appendix!);, 
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1.2 The p h y s i c a l background to settlement 

The " p r i n c i p a l topographic f e a t u r e " of the East Riding 
i s the Yorkshire Wolds (Neale 1974, 225), a crescent-
shaped band of Upper Cretaceous chalk h i l l s which arcs 
northwards and eastwards from the Humber at Melton (SE 
970265) to meet the North Sea at Flamborough Head (TA 
2571; f i g s 1.2, 1.3). The h i l l s can be up to twelve 
miles wide i n t h e i r c e n t r a l section and a t t a i n t h e i r 
maximum e l e v a t i o n of some 220m on the western and 
northern scarp. I n the south and east the chalk dips 
beneath the newer g l a c i a l d r i f t deposits of Holderness 
and underlies much of the North Sea immediately o f f the 
South Yorkshire coast ( f i g . 1.4). 

The i c e of the l a s t , Late Devensian, g l a c i a t i o n entered 
Yorkshire from the n o r t h and north-east, and spread 
south-westwards i n t o Holderness, eventually depositing 
the Drab (Skipsea) and Purple (Withernsea) T i l l s of the 
Newer D r i f t , (The so-called "Hessle T i l l " has r e c e n t l y 
been shewn to be only the p o s t - g l a c i a l weathering 
p r o f i l e of whichever of these t i l l s happens to be 
exposed at the surface, v. Madgett and Catt 1978). The 
present shape of the Wold tops i s scarcely a f f e c t e d by 
t h i s g l a c i a t i o n , though boulder clays and g l a c i a l sands 
and gravels blanket much of the e a s t e r l y dip slope. I n 
a d d i t i o n , g l a c i a l channels f l o o r e d w i t h gravel by the 
r e t r e a t i n g i c e b i t e deeply i n t o the chalk along i t s 
e n t i r e l e n g t h . The onset of the g l a c i a t i o n i s f i x e d by 
radio-carbon d a t i n g of moss-bearing s i l t s i n the 
hollows at the i n t e r f a c e between the Drab T i l l and the 
underlying (pre-Devensian) Basement T i l l as having 
occurred around 18,000 B.P. (Penny 1974, 254.) 
Holderness was i c e - f r e e by 13,000 B,P,, some 3,000 
years before the g l a c i a t i o n had f i n a l l y run i t s course 
(Kent 1980), 
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S u b s e q u e n t l y , p h y s i c a l p r o c e s s e s d u r i n g the e a r l y 
F l a n d r i a n p e r i o d i n H o l d e r n e s s e s t a b l i s h e d a l a n d s c a p e 
and e c o l o g i c a l s y s t e m many a s p e c t s o f which o n l y began 
to be s e r i o u s l y m o d i f i e d by human a c t i v i t y i n the e a r l y 
Middle Ages, The u n d u l a t i n g t i l l - s h e e t l e f t b e h i n d by 
the i c e ( g e n e r a l l y i n the h e i g h t - r a n g e 10m - 17m O.D.) 
was p o o r l y d r a i n e d and d i s s e c t e d by c o u n t l e s s s m a l l 
s t r e a m s , many d r a i n i n g westward i n t o the R i v e r H u l l , 
which may have o r i g i n a t e d a s a p r o - g l a c i a l stream 
r u n n i n g s o u t h a l o n g the w e s t e r n margin of the 
r e t r e a t i n g D i m l i n g t o n S t a d i a l i c e - s h e e t (J.Sheppard 
1956, 29; C a t t 1 9 9 0 ) . Other c h a n n e l s and h o l l o w s , 
b l o c k e d by g l a c i a l g r a v e l s , gave r i s e to pools and 
meres, and w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f temperate woodland 
e x t e n s i v e d e p o s i t s of peat began to form l o c a l l y , 
w hether i n o r i g i n a l d e p r e s s i o n s i n the t i l l - s u r f a c e , i n 
k e t t l e - h o l e s , or i n s o l u t i o n a l h o l l o w s i n the c h a l k -
e n r i c h e d c l a y ( G i l b e r t s o n 1984, 9 ) . Reedswarap and 
a l d e r - and o a k - c a r r f r i n g e d t h e marshes and l a k e s , and 
d r i e r woodland o c c u p i e d the b e t t e r - d r a i n e d eminences. 
I t i s g e n e r a l l y h e l d t h a t some p a r t s of Ho l d e r n e s s 
remained un-improved by d r a i n a g e u n t i l the p o s t -
m e d i a e v a l p e r i o d ( J . S h e p p a r d 1 9 6 6 ) ; i t was known to 
Ch a u c e r ' s Summoner a s "a mersshy c o n t r e e " (Robinson 
1957, 94) and an abundance of w e t l a n d place-name 
e l e m e n t s r e m a i n s a s e l o q u e n t t e s t i m o n y to i t s former 
c o n d i t i o n ( J , Sheppard 1 9 5 7 ) . 

A f u r t h e r i m p o r t a n t consequence of p h y s i c a l p r o c e s s e s 
o p e r a t i n g d u r i n g the e a r l y F l a n d r i a n was the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t he R i v e r H u l l , i n v e r y much i t s 
p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n , a s the main agency of d r a i n a g e i n 
H o l d e r n e s s o B e f o r e t h e world-wide r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
h i g h e r s e a - l e v e l s a f t e r t h e g l a c i a t i o n , d r a i n a g e 
c h a n n e l s i n t he Humber e s t u a r y appear to have 
undergone a phase o f pronounced f l u v i a l i n c i s i o n , 
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c u t t i n g through great depths of g l a c i a l deposits i n 
response t o a sea-level i n the Humber estuary which 
could have been as low as -16m to -18m O.D. (Gaunt and 
Tooley 1974). I n parts of the lower H u l l v a l l e y , as a 
consequence, the boulder clays have been completely 
eroded, so t h a t p o s t - g l a c i a l deposits (peats caused by 
r i s i n g groundwater, and marine a l l u v i a ) r e s t d i r e c t l y 
on the chalk (De Boer et a l . 1958, 203). The 
subsequent e u s t a t i c r i s e i n sea-levels, as g l a c i a l 
melt-waters were released i n t o the oceans, caused wide
spread a l l u v i a t i o n of such deeply-incised channels, and 
t h i s i s a process which has continued i n t e r m i t t e n t l y to 
the present day. I f "large areas of Humberside e x i s t 
only because of the events of the Quaternary" (Penny 
1974), then the lower H u l l Valley i s , even more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y , a g i f t of the Flandrian. 

1.3 The study area: d e s c r i p t i o n , d e l i n e a t i o n , and the 
geography of settlement 

The probable o r i g i n s of the River H u l l as a l a t e 
g l a c i a l drainage channel have already been alluded t o . 
From i t s sources near D r i f f i e l d (TA 0258), i t flows 
south f o r some twenty miles to i t s confluence w i t h the 
Humber, winding through a broad v a l l e y , the edges of 
which can be taken as the 10m contour l i n e s to the east 
and west of i t . The v a l l e y separates the claylands of 
the h i s t o r i c a l wapentake of Holderness on the east from 
the clay-mantled d i p slope of the Wolds on the west. 
The two areas are very s i m i l a r i n terms of land-use and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l (Eagles 1979, 14), and the 
geographical e n t i t y of Holderness i s probably best 
considered as s t r e t c h i n g from the Wolds to the North 
Sea, w i t h the H u l l v a l l e y as one of i t s most 
d i s t i n c t i v e elements. ( I t i s thus regarded i n J. 
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Sheppard 1 9 5 7 ) . R e c e i v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e volumes of 
wa t e r from both a r e a s , and e n j o y i n g o n l y a s l i g h t 
g r a d i e n t , i t c o n t a i n e d u n t i l r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t times 
some o f the most e x t e n s i v e t r a c t s o f marsh l a n d i n 
En g l a n d o u t s i d e t h e Fens ( J . Sheppard 1958, 1 ) . The 
r i v e r i s a l s o t i d a l f o r most o f i t s c o u r s e , though the 
t i d a l range d e c r e a s e s from some 5.8m ( 1 9 ' ) a t the 
c o n f l u e n c e w i t h the Humber to o n l y £, O.lm ( 4 " ) a t 
Hempholme (TA 0850) ( J , S h e p p a r d 1956, 422-423, f i g . 
8 6 ) . Much o f the l o w l a n d of H o l d e r n e s s i s , today, 
below t h e l e v e l o f h i g h water i n the Humber a t s p r i n g 
t i d e s , and i n u n d a t i o n has thus been a major f a c t o r i n 
d e t e r m i n i n g the v a l l e y ' s c o n s t i t u e n t s o i l s . The s o i l 
map o f the a r e a ( S o i l S urvey of England and Wales 1983) 
shows ground-water g l e y s of the W a l l a s e a 1 a s s o c i a t i o n 
d e v e l o p e d i n a l l u v i u m and e x t e n d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y as 
f a r n o r t h as B e v e r l e y (TA 0 4 4 0 ) , where they b e g i n to 
g i v e way to more o r g a n i c - r i c h ground-water g l e y s on the 
mixed a l l u v i u m and f e n p e a t o f Downholland 3, which 
dominates most o f the r e s t of the v a l l e y . South of 
B e v e r l e y , the v a l l e y has n a t u r a l l y been s u b j e c t to 
t i d a l f l o o d i n g and marine t r a n s g r e s s i o n , and s a l t m a r s h 
v e g e t a t i o n must once have predominated. North of t h i s , 
t i d a l i n f l u e n c e i s l e s s marked and f r e s h w a t e r f l o o d i n g , 
e s p e c i a l l y when w a t e r h a s "ponded back" a t times of 
h i g h e r s e a - l e v e l , gave r i s e to e x t e n s i v e swamps and 
p e a t m a r s h l a n d known l o c a l l y a s " c a r r s " . The change 
from o r i g i n a l s a l t - to pe a t - m a r s h l a n d , r e f l e c t e d i n the 
i n c r e a s e o f " c a r r " placenames a s one t r a v e l s n o r t h 
(O.S, 1:50000 S h e e t ) p e r m i t s a c o n v e n i e n t d i v i s i o n of 
the v a l l e y i n t o Upper and Lower p a r t s . 

The lower v a l l e y i s i t s e l f d i v i d e d i n t o w e s t e r n and 
e a s t e r n p a r t s by " i s l a n d s " o f g l a c i a l d r i f t , which r i s e 
a s much a s 10m above the a l l u v i a a t Su t t o n , T i c k t o n and 
Wawne ( f i g , 3 , 4 4 ) . The w i d e r , w e s t e r n , d i v i s i o n i s 
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drained by the H u l l i t s e l f , while the narrower eastern 
p a r t was o r i g i n a l l y drained by a separate stream of 
which the present-day Old Fleet i s probably a remnant 
(J.Sheppard 1958, 1 ) , The alluvium i s also i n t e r r u p t e d 
by a spread of g l a c i o - f l u v i a l gravels around Woodmansey 
(TA 0537; f i g , 1.3, and see above, section 1,1). The 
greater p a r t of the alluvium deposit i n the lower 
v a l l e y i s today covered by the modern c i t y of H u l l and 
i t s dormitory suburbs. I n the south the urban area 
occupies n e a r l y a l l the land between the eastern and 
western clay f l a n k s , while i n a n o r t h e r l y d i r e c t i o n i t 
extends f o r some four miles, or about h a l f the distance 
between the River Humber and Beverley, 

e From the b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n s given above, i t w i l l b 
seen t h a t the region i s of marked physical contrasts 
w i t h i n a r e l a t i v e l y small area. T r a v e l l i n g i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e eastwards (from SE 9730, l e t us say) one 
can leave the chalk of the Wolds, descend t h e i r d r i f t -
covered d i p slope, cross the a l l u v i a of the v a l l e y 
f l o o r , and regain the clays to the east of the River 
H u l l , a l l i n the space of 10 kms. The economic i n t e r 
dependence and i n t e r a c t i o n between such closely 
contiguous geographical zones, each w i t h i t s 
spe c i a l i s e d p o t e n t i a l f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n and settlement, 
i t l i k e l y t o be of the greatest i n t e r e s t , and f o r t h i s 
reason alone i t would be inadvisable to attempt to 
study the a l l u v i a l lands i n I s o l a t i o n . I n d e f i n i n g a 
study area, t h e r e f o r e , a rectangular landscape block 
has been chosen which allows these i n t e r a c t i o n s to be 
examined ( f i g , 1.5). I t i s d e l i m i t e d on the north by 
no r t h i n g SE/TA 43 of the National Grid, which marks the 
approximate l i m i t of the marine a l l u v i a w i t h i n the 
v a l l e y , and on the south by nor t h i n g SE/TA 25 or the 
Humber shore i t s e l f . I t s western and eastern sides 
have been drawn at eastings SE 97 and TA 17 
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r e s p e c t i v e l y , to allow some consideration of settlement 
on both the chalk and the d r i f t . The area of some 180 
sq. kms thus enclosed also represents, i n e f f e c t , the 
eastern h i n t e r l a n d of the c i v i t a s c a p i t a l of 
Brough/Petuarla, and i t s study may therefore be 
regarded as a necessary c o n t r i b u t i o n to the f u l l e r 
understanding of t h a t town i n i t s economic s e t t i n g . 

The study area thus comprises portions of four 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d zones: the chalk i t s e l f 
i n the north and west of the block, the dip slope clays 
and gravels generally below the 200' (60m) contour, the 
v a l l e y s i l t s w i t h " i s l a n d s " of gravel and clay, and the 
undulating d r i f t of Holderness proper. Each of these 
zones has i t s own d i s t i n c t p o t e n t i a l f o r land use, but 
i t i s the i n t e r f a c e s between them which have been most 
important f o r the s i t i n g of settlements, as the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of present-day v i l l a g e s reveals (De Boer 
1965, 202, f i g . 2 ) . This i s , of course, an 
e s s e n t i a l l y early-mediaeval p a t t e r n , but since i t s 
underlying causes may be expected to have been 
operating i n the Roman period also, i t i s worth 
considering b r i e f l y here. The Wold tops were l a r g e l y 
eschewed by mediaeval settlement. Their t h i n , dry 
s o i l s and deep water table pose a perennial problem 
(Ramm 1978, 3 ) , and present v i l l a g e s tend to be s i t e d 
i n the many g r a v e l - f l o o r e d dry v a l l e y s which b i t e i n t o 
the chalk, and where the water-table i s more e a s i l y 
penetrable by w e l l s . Romano-British settlement also, 
though known from every part of the Wolds, probably 
conformed to a s i m i l a r d i s t r i b u t i o n , as Eagles has 
pointed out (Eagles 1979, i , 209). Such tongues of 
gr a v e l , aligned on an east-west a x i s , also provide a 
phy s i c a l and socio-economic l i n k between the chalk and 
the c l a y , where they o f t e n terminate i n spreads of 
gravel a f f o r d i n g b e t t e r - d r a i n e d s o i l s more hospitable 
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to a g r i c u l t u r e . One of the l a r g e s t of these spreads, 
the "Cottingham gravels" of Eagles (1979, i , 219-220), 
occurs w i t h i n the study area i n the parishes of 
Haltemprice and Woodmansey, extending north and south 
f o r some 6 kms between the margin of the clay and the 
a l l u v i a of the r i v e r v a l l e y i t s e l f . Romano-British 
settlement on these gravels i s discussed i n section 
3.2.2. 

Present-day v i l l a g e s on the dip slope of the Wolds make 
a double row, one at the i n t e r f a c e between the chalk 
and the d r i f t , and the other at the j u n c t i o n of the 
d r i f t w i t h the v a l l e y a l l u v i a (De Boer 1965, 207, and 
202, f i g . 2 ) . The primary reason f o r t h i s i s the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of water. Since surface drainage on the 
High Wolds i s v i r t u a l l y non-existent, the recharge of 
r a i n f a l l to the chalk a q u i f e r i s maximised, and one of 
the major seepage zones from t h i s aquifer occurs along 
the boundary between the chalk and the clay (higher 
v i l l a g e l i n e ) ; again, the high permeability of the 
g l a c i a l deposits banked against the Pleistocene buried 
c l i f f where the clay meets the a l l u v i a (lower v i l l a g e 
l i n e ) ensures th a t water i s e a s i l y obtainable from 
w e l l s , boreholes and springs (Gray 1974, 380). To the 
a t t r a c t i o n s of water f o r these v i l l a g e s must also be 
added t h a t of the chance to e x p l o i t a v a r i e t y of s o i l s . 
Settlements i n the higher, western, row, while a c t u a l l y 
s i t e d on the d r i f t , could e x p l o i t the pastoral/arable 
resources a v a i l a b l e at the chalk/clay i n t e r f a c e 
( s e c t i o n 2.3.1); those i n the lower, eastern, row would 
be i n a p o s i t i o n to e x p l o i t the r i c h pasturage of the 
seasonally flooded carrlands i n the v a l l e y , as w e l l as 
the mixed arable, p a s t o r a l and woodland of the clays. 
Nor should the r i c h and varied e c o l o g i c a l resources of 
the v a l l e y be overlooked. The wetter parts of the 
v a l l e y continued to be an important source of reeds, 
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peat, f i s h and w i l d f o w l w e l l i n t o the eighteenth 
century ( H a r r i s 1959, 12-13; and see discussion of 
mediaeval use of such resources i n section 3.2.2.2) and 
would have been e x p l o i t e d by communities on both sides 
of the v a l l e y . On the clays of Holderness east of the 
r i v e r , lack of water was never a problem, indeed the 
reverse, and v i l l a g e s are much more uniformly 
d i s t r i b u t e d . The main determinants of settlement here 
are l i k e l y to have been r e l a t i v e eminence and the 
presence of b e t t e r - d r a i n e d areas of gravel, though the 
boundary between the clay and the a l l u v i a (both of the 
v a l l e y and the Humber shore east of the present study 
area) i s again studded w i t h a l i n e of s t r a t e g i c a l l y 
placed settlements. There i s documentary evidence that 
mediaeval v i l l a g e settlement also occurred on the 
Humber a l l u v i a l f l a t s themselves during a time of lower 
Mean Sea Level p r i o r to the marine transgressions of 
the m i d - t h i r t e e n t h century, which destroyed them (De 
Boer 1965, 208; De Boer 1970, 19), but although t h e i r 
lands were reclaimed f o r a g r i c u l t u r e from the 
seventeenth century onwards no new settlements arose 
and the v i l l a g e s i t e s l i e buried under a l l u v i a . The 
questions of a l l u v i a t i o n and r e l a t i v e sea-level as they 
r e l a t e to the v a l l e y i t s e l f are of c e n t r a l concern to 
t h i s study, and are discussed i n a subsequent section 
( 3 . 3 ) . 

1.4 Previous archaeological work i n the study area 

Previous work on l a t e I r o n Age and Romano-British 
settlement i n the study area i s summarised below under 
headings representing the main sources of evidence, 
v i z : 

i ) surface f i e l d w o r k 
i i ) excavation 
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i i i ) a e r i a l photography (hereafter AP) 
i v ) data management 

A l l s i t e s mentioned i n t h i s section are shewn on f i g . 
1.5 

1.4.1 Surface f i e l d w o r k 

Despite the f a c t that the area has been served by H u l l -
based antiquarian/archaeological s o c i e t i e s f o r almost a 
century (the East Riding Antiquarian Society and i t s 
successor the East Riding Archaeological Society) there 
has been l i t t l e surface f i e l d w o r k i n the lower H u l l 
v a l l e y and i t s margins. The two great nineteenth-
century a n t i q u a r i e s of the region, J.R.Mortimer and 
Canon Greenwell, worked mostly to the west and north of 
the study area, though Greenwell d i d excavate on 
Beverley Westwood i n 1875 (G.2). The area lacked the 
p r o f u s i o n of upstanding earthworks that characterised 
the Yorkshire Wolds i n Mortimer's day (Manby 1980), and 
there was no l o c a l l y based antiquary who could 
encourage the h a b i t s of a r t e f a c t c o l l e c t i o n which 
Mortimer i n c u l c a t e d among the a g r i c u l t u r a l labourers of 
h i s own neighbourhood. The generally prevalent b e l i e f 
of a century ago, t h a t the heavy claylands of lowland 
B r i t a i n were not deforested u n t i l a f t e r the Roman 
peri o d , was r e i n f o r c e d l o c a l l y by the assumption that 
most of the lower H u l l v a l l e y had been continuously 
under water from the Bronze Age u n t i l e a r l y mediaeval 
times, a view t h a t Thomas Sheppard was fond of 
i t e r a t i n g ( e . ^ . T. Sheppard 1907, 60; T. Sheppard 1931) 
and which was generally held u n t i l comparatively 
r e c e n t l y (J.A. Sheppard 1958, 1 ) . I t now seems more 
l i k e l y t h a t the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the v a l l e y a l l u v i a i n 
the mediaeval period had been preceded by e a r l i e r and 
p a r a l l e l usage at times of s i m i l a r Mean Sea Level. 
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Evidence f o r t h i s i s presented i n 3.3.3, below; f o r the 
moment i t i s s u f f i c i e n t to note that negative 
expectation has done much to r e s t r i c t f i e l d w o r k i n the 
area. The East Riding Archaeological Society has 
Carried out much valuable work on Roman s i t e s i n the 
study area, but t h i s has a l l been excavation (v. 1.4.2 
below); the k i n d of f i e l d w a l k i n g t h a t the Society has 
undertaken i n recent years i n r e l a t i o n to the Roman 
p o t t e r y i n d u s t r y of Holme on Spalding Moor (Halkon 
1983; M i l l e t t and Halkon 1988) i s u r g e n t l y required f o r 
the e l u c i d a t i o n of s i t e s discovered by a e r i a l 
photography i n the v a l l e y , and i t i s the i n t e n t i o n to 
organise much more such work i n coming seasons. As f a r 
as the author i s aware, organised archaeological 
f i e l d w a l k i n g had only taken place at two lA/RB s i t e s i n 
the study area before the present work began (G.159, 
and G.19-22 complex; see sections 2.3.2.2 and 3.2.2 
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . The present author's large-scale 
f i e l d w o r k p r o j e c t s at Risby (G.139), Burn Park Farm 
(G.145), and High Eske Farm (G.161) thus represent a 
considerable expansion of t h i s k i n d of research i n the 
study area. For other surface i n d i c a t i o n s of 
settlement of t h i s period we are generally indebted to 
the many i n d i v i d u a l s who have reported chance f i n d s to 
H u l l Museums and to a few whose serious i n t e r e s t has 
valuably enhanced the Sites and Monuments Record. (The 
c o n t r i b u t i o n of Mr A.H. Place through discoveries i n 
Tickton, L e c o n f i e l d and Walkington parishes - G.159, 
114, 168 - exemplifies t h i s ) . 

1.4.2 Excavations 

I r o n Age and Romano-British s i t e s excavated i n the 
study area are l i s t e d and b r i e f l y categorised below. 
For f u l l e r d e t a i l s r e f e r to the Gazetteer, and to the 
s p e c i f i c sections l i s t e d below: 
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I r o n Age barrows: 

Beverley Westwood (G.2). Two barrows, one containing 
a c a r t b u r i a l . Opened by Greenwell, 1875. [Section 
2.3.1], 

Native Settlement: 

Salthouse High School. H u l l (G.97). Huts and 
enclosures, possibly of the f i r s t century A.D. By East 
Riding Archaeological Society (hereafter ERAS), 1962. 
[Section 2.3.2.1]. 

R e d c l i f f / N o r t h F e r r i b y (G.187). M i d - f i r s t century A.D. 
na t i v e settlement characterised by reception of 
imported Roman f i n e wares. North bank of the Humber. 
By P. Corder et_ a l . , 1938 and H u l l Museums, 1986-1989. 
[Section 2.3.2.3]. 

A g r i c u l t u r a l complex: 

Walton Wold (G.184). Late I r o n Age and Romano-British 
complex, w i t h b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g a c o r r i d o r v i l l a . By 
R. Mackey, f o r ERAS and D.O.E., 1971-1976. [Section 
3.2.2] . 

Romano-British d i t c h fragments: 

Bransholme North. H u l l (G.86). On boulder-clay i s l a n d 
i n v a l l e y a l l u v i a east of R, H u l l . Pottery probably 
t h i r d century. H u l l Museums, 1975. [Section 3.2.3.1]. 

Greylees Avenue, H u l l (G.69). Two ditches w i t h large 
amounts of second- to fourth-century p o t t e r y and other 
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m a t e r i a l . A l l u v i a on west bank of r i v e r . H u l l 
Museums, 1984. [Section 3.3.2]. 

Haworth H a l l . H u l l (G.76). Large amounts of second- to 
four t h - c e n t u r y p o t t e r y from (?) dit c h e s , recovered 
during b u i l d i n g operations. West bank of r i v e r , south 
of Greylees Avenue. H u l l Museums, 1966. [Section 3.3 
passim]. 

Wylies Rd. Beverley (G.5). Ditch w i t h second - to 
fou r t h - c e n t u r y p o t t e r y , found during excavation of 
mediaeval town-ditch. Humberside County Council 
Archaeology U n i t , 1985. [Section 3.2.2]. 

K i l n s : 

Woodhouse Farm/Belagh (G.115). Pottery k i l n dated c. 
A.D.150-200. On boulder clay west of r i v e r i n 
Lockington Parish, s l i g h t l y n o r t h of study area. By 
the Lockington Research Team, 1968. [Section 3.2.2]. 

Etton (G.36). Chance excavation of a "corn-drier" on 
boulder clay west of r i v e r , s l i g h t l y north of study 
area. [Section 3.2.2]. 

Other: 

Walkington Wold, (G.162). Fourth-century "occupation" 
on Bronze Age round barrow. Dip-slope of chalk. 
Suggestions asto s i t e f u n c t i o n have included "inland 
s i g n a l - s t a t i o n " , and temple. ERAS, 1967-1969. 
[Section 3.2.2] . 

N.B. Etton and Haworth H a l l . although chance 
excavations, are included here because each received a 
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degree of archaeological a t t e n t i o n and recording, 
though i n the case of Haworth H a l l the s i t e records now 
appear to be l o s t . 

At f i r s t s i g h t , the eight to eleven s i t e s recorded here 
seem to represent a respectable amount of excavation 
f o r a r e l a t i v e l y small area. Unfortunately, 
assessment reveals t h a t the value of t h i s work i s 
l i m i t e d i n various ways. Only three settlements, as 
such, have been excavated and none of these has yet 
been published i n d e t a i l . A plan of Salthouse High 
School i s a v a i l a b l e i n C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i i , 
f i g , 6 8 ) , where the p o t t e r y i s also described and 
assigned a date, but the large amounts of animal bone 
from the s i t e s t i l l await analysis and p u b l i c a t i o n . 
Welton Wold i s of major importance f o r a v a r i e t y of 
reasons ( v , the discussion i n 3.2,2), i n p a r t i c u l a r f o r 
the understanding of changing a g r i c u l t u r a l organisation 
and o b j e c t i v e s on a s i t e occupied from the l a t e I r o n 
Age and through the Roman period (Branigan 1980), but 
i t remains unpublished a decade and a h a l f a f t e r the 
close of excavations and the only d e t a i l a v a i l a b l e i s 
from i n t e r i m r e p o r t s i n the relevant volumes of 
B r i t a n n i a and i n i n f o r m a t i o n supplied by the excavator 
to other researchers (e.g. Morris 1979, passim.). 
L a s t l y , there are no extant records of the pre-war 
excavations at R e d c l i f f , and the 1986-1988 excavations 
have as yet received only i n t e r i m p u b l i c a t i o n 
(Crowther and Didsbury 1988). For the r e s t , the 
excavated s i t e s represent e i t h e r i s o l a t e d features 
(whether funerary or a g r i c u l t u r a l / i n d u s t r i a l ) , s i t e s of 
questionable f u n c t i o n (Walkington Wold, R e d c l i f f ) , or 
d i t c h fragments, the l a t t e r a l l e i t h e r excavated under 
rescue conditions or otherwise l i m i t e d i n scope. I n 
the absence of other evidence, however, the ditches i n 
p a r t i c u l a r assume an importance which they would not 
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possess i n many other areas, not only on chronological 
grounds, but, f o r example, i n e l u c i d a t i n g or confirming 
the value of other l o c a l f i n d s . Thus, Wylies Rd serves 
to put i n t o a settlement context the several f i n d s of 
Roman m a t e r i a l from the town of Beverley (v. section 
3.2.2), while the s i t e s at Haworth H a l l and Greylees 
Avenue demonstrate at l e a s t r i p a r i a n settlement on the 
v a l l e y a lluvium deposit. 

1.4.3 A e r i a l photography 

A e r i a l photography i s the greatest single source of 
evidence f o r I r o n Age and Romano-British (lA/RB) 
settlement i n the study area, a l b e i t one t h a t i s sadly 
u n d e r - u t i l i s e d , as witness the lack of surface 
f i e l d w o r k on s i t e s so discovered. The western part of 
the study area has benefited from i n t e n s i v e a e r i a l 
survey of the chalklands undertaken i n the past two 
decades by the National Monuments Record and Dr St 
Joseph i n p a r t i c u l a r , coverage which descends from the 
Wolds themselves onto the d r i f t and gravels west of the 
River H u l l ; the a l l u v i a of the lower v a l l e y and the 
Holderness c l a y s , on the other hand, have proved 
n e i t h e r so amenable to t h i s k i n d of survey nor so 
a t t r a c t i v e to i t s p r a c t i t i o n e r s , and Loughlin points 
out t h a t only 3.5% of the c.7000 p r i n t s from North 
Humberside consulted by him derived from these two 
areas, compared w i t h 93% o r i g i n a t i n g from the Wolds and 
t h e i r eastern f l a n k (Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 65-66). 
The extent to which a e r i a l survey r e f l e c t s an o r i g i n a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of settlements i n the area needs c a r e f u l 
assessment. The great m a j o r i t y of AP-derived s i t e s 
l i e s to the west of the River H u l l , where both the 
chalk-clay i n t e r f a c e and the presence of gravel-spreads 
and -tongues appear to exert a determining influence 
upon settlement ( s e c t i o n 3.2.2). However, both the 
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f r e e r - d r a i n i n g gravels and the shallower d r i f t deposits 
at the i n t e r f a c e are p r e c i s e l y those areas where one 
would expect AP evidence to be more e a s i l y obtainable, 
and the apparent elegant association between d r i f t 
geology and settlement s i t e s needs i n v e s t i g a t i n g by 
properly considered sampling s t r a t e g i e s . I n the 
remainder of the study area i t i s e a s i l y demonstrable 
t h a t the paucity of AP evidence i s i n d i c a t i v e more of 
l o c a l l y operative c o n s t r a i n t s upon t h i s kind of survey 
than of a genuine former absence of settlement, since 
m a t e r i a l remains of the period are recorded f o r both 
the lower H u l l v a l l e y and Holderness east of the r i v e r . 
I n the lower H u l l v a l l e y there has been considerable 
a l l u v i a l d e p o s i t i o n since Roman times (v. 3.3.3) and 
much of the area i s , i n a d d i t i o n , covered by the urban 
d i s t r i c t of H u l l . L i t t l e arable land survives i n H u l l 
d i s t r i c t , and areas of r e c r e a t i o n a l grassland and 
pasture i n and around the c i t y would be u n l i k e l y to 
e x h i b i t crop-marks except during extreme drought 
conditions (Wilson 1982, 60). This i s e s p e c i a l l y true 
of s i t e s near the r i v e r i t s e l f , where the ground-water 
ta b l e i s c o n s i s t e n t l y high and the soil-moisture 
d e f i c i t would normally be i n s i g n i f i c a n t (Crowther and 
Didsbury 1985, 11). ( I t should be noted here that 
housing development i s spreading northwards apace along 
both banks of the H u l l and tha t the next drought year 
w i l l probably represent the l a s t opportunity to t r y to 
obtain AP evidence of se t t l e m e n t ) . The constraints i n 
Holderness are s i m i l a r t o those operating i n other 
boulder-clay areas of England (e_.£. parts of the Tyne-
Tees lowlands, v. Haselgrove 1982, 58). Pasture i s 
less prevalent than formerly but the d i f f i c u l t y of 
o b t a i n i n g clear s o i l - or crop-marks o f f boulder-clay 
has undoubtedly rendered the area less a t t r a c t i v e to 
f l y e r s . Crop-marks i n p a r t i c u l a r can be slow to 
develop on clay (Wilson 1982, 55) and the rewards are 
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probably f e l t t o be di s p r o p o r t i o n a t e to the amount of 
f l y i n g - t i m e needed t o ob t a i n good r e s u l t s . Loughlin 
contrasts the number of remarkable small-finds of a l l 
periods from Holderness w i t h the meagre evidence of APs 
f o r pre-mediaeval occupation; he l i s t s only eight lA/RB 
s i t e s i n Holderness which he considers of primary 
s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the study of the period, and these are 
mostly i n south-western Holderness, f i v e of them l y i n g 
w i t h i n or j u s t east of the study area (Loughlin and 
M i l l e r 1979, 47). The discrepancy between a e r i a l -
photographic and m a t e r i a l sources of evidence i s best 
observed i n the eleven coastal parishes of Holderness 
(from Atwick, TA 1953, south to Easington, TA 4015), 
where coastal erosion has r e g u l a r l y exposed features 
unrecorded from the a i r : Loughlin records i n excess of 
seventeen features or findspots of lA/RB m a t e r i a l from 
these parishes, compared w i t h only s i x AP s i t e s , most 
of them fragmentary, which are even possibly of t h i s 
date (Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 47-61). The discovery 
i n the e a r l y 1980s of lA/RB enclosures under l a t e - t o 
post-Roman a l l u v i a at Welwick i n south-eastern 
Holderness (TA 3420) f u r t h e r emphasises the f a c t 
(rescue excavation by J. Moynahan i n advance of gas 
p i p e l i n e c o n s t r u c t i o n ; m a t e r i a l and archive i n H u l l 
Museum). 

N.B. A search by the author i n December 1984 of 
ma t e r i a l s held at the National Monuments Record 
revealed t h a t almost no p r i n t s of s i t e s i n the study 
area had been deposited there since Loughlin's 
compilation. I t i s probably u n r e a l i s t i c to expect much 
concerted a e r i a l survey to take place i n the 
foreseeable f u t u r e , and the r e f o r e e s p e c i a l l y important 
t h a t large-scale a g r i c u l t u r a l or i n d u s t r i a l penetration 
of surface deposits i n the study area should not go 
unobserved. 
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1.4.4 Data Management 

The main archaeological data resources r e l a t i n g to the 
study area are the Sites and Monuments Records (SMRs) 
maintained by the County Council Archaeology U n i t , 
based i n Beverley, and by H u l l Museums, The former has 
as i t s core Loughlin and M i l l e r ' s 1979 "Survey" which, 
as already i n d i c a t e d ( 1 . 1 ) , concerned i t s e l f mainly 
w i t h AP data as f a r as the northern part of the county 
was concerned (and v.1.4.3); the Museum SMR e x i s t s as a 
loo s e l y c o n s t i t u t e d series of f i l i n g systems and bodies 
of data r a t h e r than as a si n g l e consultable resource. 
Although many of the archaeological c o l l e c t i o n s escaped 
the wartime bombing of H u l l Museums almost unscathed, 
much of the relevant documentation was destroyed and i t 
i s t h erefore f o r t u n a t e that the Museums's f i r s t 
c u r a t o r , Thomas Sheppard, had i n s t i t u t e d that series of 
H u l l Museums Publications ( h e r e a f t e r HMP) which ran to 
213 issues between 1901 and 1941, The papers are 
l a r g e l y the work of Sheppard himself and remain "a 
valuable mine of in f o r m a t i o n " ( B a r t l e t t 1963, 3 ) , 
e s p e c i a l l y since they include q u a r t e r l y records of 
add i t i o n s t o the museum c o l l e c t i o n s f o r the whole 
period and enable at l e a s t a p o r t i o n of the l o s t data 
to be r e c o n s t i t u t e d , as do also the pages of 
Transactions of the East Riding Antiquarian Society, to 
which Sheppard was also a regular c o n t r i b u t o r . The 
wartime d i s r u p t i o n of H u l l Museums un f o r t u n a t e l y 
continued to a f f e c t data management u n t i l comparatively 
r e c e n t l y . I t was only i n 1975 tha t the museum began 
au t o m a t i c a l l y to record d e t a i l s of a l l f i n d s brought i n 
f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ; p r eviously t h i s had been done only 
i f the object were to be donated to the museum. 
Happily, the recording procedures now i n use ensure 
tha t the museum's SMR i s continuously enhanced by i t s 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n services; the value of t h i s approach, i n 
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a decade which has seen both metal-detector usage and 
development t h r e a t s on the increase, i s amply evidenced 
i n the present study, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n to RB 
u t i l i s a t i o n of the alluvium deposit upon which H u l l 
now stands (3.3,3) and t o the dating and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of the s i t e at R e d c l i f f (G,187 and section 2,3.2.3), 

***** 
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CHAPTER 2 

ASPECTS OF LATE IRON AGE SETTLEMENT IN THE STUDY AREA 

2.1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The chapter discusses the various classes of evidence 
f o r l a t e I r o n Age settlement i n the study area (section 
2.3), paying p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to evidence f o r 
a c t i v i t y i n i t s l o w - l y i n g , mixed clay and fenland 
landscapes. A e r i a l photographic evidence i s considered 
i n s e c t i o n 2.3.1, while sections 2.3.2 and 2.3.3 deal 
w i t h a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d s i t e s , and evidence 
of m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e , r e s p e c t i v e l y . Section 2.3.2 (£• v.) 
includes d e t a i l e d case studies of three s i t e s i n the 
study area, one of them (Chapel Farm, Weel, G.159) 
having an important p o t t e r y assemblage which i s here 
published f o r the f i r s t time. 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s above are prefaced (sec t i o n 2.2) by 
a general discussion of the s o c i a l , economic, and 
environmental I r o n Age background i n the East Riding as 
a whole. The section attempts a synthesis of some of 
the most relevant published m a t e r i a l , and i l l u s t r a t e s 
the extent to which research i n t o t h i s period i n the 
region has been biassed towards upland areas such as 
the chalk Wolds. 

( I t i s convenient at t h i s p o i n t to note that the term 
"Later Pre-Roman I r o n Age", hereafter LPRIA, has been 
adopted throughout t h i s thesis to r e f e r to the period 
of c u l t u r a l and m a t e r i a l development which took place 
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i n various p a r t s of B r i t a i n from the l a t e second 
century B.C. to the Roman conquest, and which formerly 
would have been associated w i t h h i s t o r i c a l l y a t t e s t e d 
immigration of Belgae from c o n t i n e n t a l Europe. The use 
of t h i s convention f o l l o w s M i l l e t t (1990, 9-10), who 
summarises the d i f f i c u l t i e s of explaining these 
developments i n terms of migrations, and characterises 
the LPRIA period as that "spanning the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
coinage, wheelmade p o t t e r y and lowland nucleated 
s e t t l e m e n t s " ) . 

2.2 East Yorkshire : the I r o n Age Background 

The purpose of t h i s section i s not to present a 
d e t a i l e d e x p o s i t i o n of the I r o n Age i n East Yorkshire 
but r a t h e r to i n d i c a t e some of the environmental and 
other f a c t o r s operating i n the f i r s t millennium B.C. 
which helped to determine the type of society e x i s t i n g 
i n East Yorkshire on the eve of the Roman invasion. 
The section draws h e a v i l y on the relevant chapters of 
C h a l l i s and Harding (1975), studies by Dent (1982, 1983 
a-c), and the discussion of these themes i n Haselgrove 
(1984). 

2.2.1 The nature of the evidence 

Before proceeding f u r t h e r i t w i l l be h e l p f u l b r i e f l y to 
consider the nature and l i m i t a t i o n s of the 
archaeological evidence f o r I r o n Age settlement i n East 
Yorkshire and the d i f f i c u l t i e s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i t 
poses. The most basic problem concerns the extent to 
which the d i s t r i b u t i o n of I r o n Age s i t e s known to us i n 
the region i s representative of an o r i g i n a l density of 
settlement. The a e r i a l photography "explosion" of the 
l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e years has revealed a large number of 
p o t e n t i a l I r o n Age s i t e s i n the region, but the sample 
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excavation and morphological analysis which would be 
needed to i n t e r p r e t the p a t t e r n s p a t i a l l y and 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y has not been undertaken. The common 
"trackway w i t h f l a n k i n g enclosures" type of settlement, 
when revealed by a e r i a l photography, can generally only 
be assigned t o the " I r o n Age and/or Romano-British" 
period (Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, passim) unless i t 
includes d i s t i n c t i v e I r o n Age components such as 
square-ditched barrows i n observable r e l a t i o n to other 
fe a t u r e s . Since cropmarks are only generated under 
crops there are important gaps i n the evidence caused 
by areas of woodland, modern towns and d i f f e r e n t i a l 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e ; these questions, together w i t h 
the i n f l u e n c e of surface geology upon a e r i a l 
photography, have been considered i n section 1.4.3 
(above) and t h e i r importance i n r e l a t i o n to the study 
area w i l l be e s p e c i a l l y apparent. They may be regarded 
as ge n e r a l l y operative c o n s t r a i n t s a f f e c t i n g the AP 
survey of the remains of a l l periods, but are 
e s p e c i a l l y l i m i t i n g i n r e l a t i o n to the I r o n Age. A 
lack of the durable ceramics and wide range of 
a r t e f a c t s which characterise the succeeding period 
means tha t f i e l d w a l k i n g i s generally of l i m i t e d use i n 
i n t e r p r e t i n g , c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , s i t e s seen from the a i r , 
and of even less i n discovering s i t e s from ground 
survey alone. I t required two seasons' fi e l d w o r k at 
Fishpond Wood, Risby, a s i t e which has not appeared on 
a e r i a l photographs, to discover among the e a s i l y 
d i s c e r n i b l e Romano-British settlement debris ceramic 
evidence d i s t i n c t i v e enough to i n d i c a t e w i t h c e r t a i n t y 
that the s i t e had been occupied i n the LPRIA (G.139; 
f o r f u r t h e r discussion see section 3.2.2,1). There i s 
also a bias i n the AP evidence towards those classes of 
s i t e which generate cropmarks most e a s i l y , and these 
are almost c e r t a i n l y not f u l l y representative of the 
range of landscape e x p l o i t a t i o n and settlement types 
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o r i g i n a l l y i n use. Thus, "trackway" settlements, 
di t c h e d enclosures and square-ditched barrows are very 
apparent i n the AP record, but there i s l i t t l e evidence 
f o r unenclosed settlement, " a c t i v i t y areas" and 
i s o l a t e d features of types which have begun to be 
discovered i n , f o r example, landscape excavations i n 
the Vale of Pickering (Haselgrove 1984, 10; Powlesland 
1986; Powlesland 1988)). Again, the f a c t that the most 
d i s t i n c t i v e I r o n Age cropmark feature i n East Yorkshire 
i s the square-ditched barrow poses important problems 
of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The square barrow d i s t r i b u t i o n can 
not be taken as a d i r e c t equivalent of the extent of 
I r o n Age settlement i n the Riding since there i s no way 
of knowing what a l t e r n a t i v e b u r i a l r i t e s which have 
l e f t no archaeological trace may have been i n operation 
i n the "blank areas", f o r example south-eastern 
Holderness (Ramm 1978, 15). The exact s i t i n g of 
cemeteries and barrow groups may have been influenced 
by r e l i g i o u s considerations i n a d d i t i o n to 
geographical-economic ones, and i t i s r a r e l y possible 
to assess the r e l a t i o n s h i p between funerary areas and 
undated lA/RB cropmark s i t e s i n the v i c i n i t y (e_.£. i n 
the case of G.152). I n the case of i s o l a t e d single 
barrows (£•£• G.17) i t must always be questioned 
whether the apparent i s o l a t i o n i s " r e a l " or a f u n c t i o n 
of the barrow having o r i g i n a l l y been s i t e d i n r e l a t i o n 
to a settlement area not now observable from the a i r . 

F i n a l l y , excavation has done l i t t l e to answer many of 
the questions posed by a e r i a l photography. There has 
been large-scale excavation i n the area, notably at 
Garton and Wetwang Slacks ( u s e f u l l y summarised i n Dent 
1983c), but p u b l i c a t i o n i s not yet complete and Garton 
Slack i t s e l f has served to emphasise the d e f i c i e n c i e s 
of AP evidence r a t h e r than to resolve them (Haselgrove 
1984, 10). The Slacks, as t h e i r name i n d i c a t e s , are 
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v a l l e y s i t e s , on the eastern Wolds' periphery, and 
there i s no way as yet of knowing how f a r , especially 
i n t h e i r economies and development, they may compare 
w i t h s i t e s observed on the boulder clays of Holderness. 
Much research i n the region has been oriented towards 
questions of chronological a s c r i p t i o n and s t r u c t u r a l 
development rather than those of d i e t and economy. I n 
a d d i t i o n , much of the excavated m a t e r i a l from East 
Yorkshire i s mortuary; few of the items used as grave-
goods also appear i n domestic assemblages, making 
precise d a t i n g almost impossible. The excavated s i t e s 
also tend to be those of the e a r l i e r and middle I r o n 
Age r a t h e r than those of the l a t e r period, and even 
here i n f o r m a t i o n can be woefully inadequate: the large 
amounts of animal bone from Staple Howe have apparently 
been disposed of a f t e r only rudimentary analysis 
( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 159-160). The question 
of the food-producing economy i s dealt w i t h more f u l l y 
i n s e c t i o n 2.2.3 (below). Like other aspects of the 
I r o n Age i n East Yorkshire i t generates many 
i n t e r e s t i n g questions f o r f u t u r e research, a p r i o r i t y 
of which must be the excavation of a sample of lowland 
s i t e s , away from the fo o t of the Wolds, before the 
plough does f u r t h e r damage. 

2.2.2 Climate 

An assessment of the l i k e l y c l i m a t i c conditions 
p r e v a i l i n g i n East Yorkshire at the end of the f i r s t 
millennium B.C. i s of some importance, since climate i s 
one of a group of i n t e r - r e l a t e d f a c t o r s which can be 
expected to have a determining e f f e c t upon, i n t e r a l i a , 
the extent of settlement, a g r i c u l t u r a l s t r a t e g i e s and 
population l e v e l s . 
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That much of the f i r s t millennium B.C. was a time of 
c l i m a t i c d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n north-west Europe i s 
gen e r a l l y accepted, recent developments i n the 
c a l i b r a t i o n of radio-carbon dates suggesting th a t the 
decline may have s t a r t e d as e a r l y as 1400 B.C. ( C h a l l i s 
and Harding 1975, 10). A r e t u r n to d r i e r , milder and 
less stormy conditions appears to have begun i n the 
l a t e r I r o n Age (Haselgrove 1984, 9, a f t e r Lamb 1981), 
and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t the climate was s i m i l a r to that 
of today by the beginning of the Roman period. The 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of settlement w i t h i n 
north-east England are considerable, f o r i t suggests 
that there would be no areas unsuited f o r settlement on 
grounds of climate alone, except i n so f a r as growing 
seasons might have been a f f e c t e d by a l t i t u d e or aspect, 
l e a v i n g f a c t o r s such as soil-exhaustion due to previous 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e to play a more important 
determining r o l e . The d i s t r i b u t i o n of higher land, 
w i t h i t s higher annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n and drop of 1°F i n 
the mean Ju l y temperature f o r every 300' of a l t i t u d e 
above O.D., suggests that any d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i n 
population density due to climate would be an east-west 
one, the lowland areas of north-east England enjoying a 
more favourable climate than the Pennines and land to 
the west. Haselgrove, indeed, points out that the 
conventional d i v i s i o n of B r i t a i n i n t o Highland and 
Lowland zones has obscured the a f f i n i t i e s of the n o r t h 
eastern lowlands w i t h b i o - c l i m a t i c a l l y and g e o l o g i c a l l y 
s i m i l a r areas of midland England, a f a c t which has 
tended to confuse our expectations of the k i n d of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economy p r a c t i s e d on them; he goes on to 
suggest t h a t population d e n s i t i e s as high as those 
being reported from Northamptonshire, f o r example, 
might prove to characterise these north-eastern 
lowlands when f i e l d w o r k of a s i m i l a r i n t e n s i t y i s 
c a r r i e d out (Haselgrove 1984, 1 ) . 
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Maps of important present-day c l i m a t i c i n d i c a t o r s i n 
eastern England ( P h i l i p 1981) shew that p a r t i c u l a r l y 
favourable conditions d i s t i n g u i s h the ers t w h i l e 
" t r i b a l " t e r r i t o r y of the Paris!, and es p e c i a l l y the 
claylands east of the Yorkshire Wolds. For example, 
the Mean Dai l y Average of b r i g h t sunshine i n July i n 
the East Riding i s 5.5-6.0 hours, compared to 5.0-5.5 
hours i n Yorkshire west of the Wolds and only 4.5-5.0 
hours i n the upland areas of North Yorkshire and much 
of the Pennines; the H u l l v a l l e y and much of the 
clayland of Holderness enjoys a Mean Daily Average of 
1.5-2.0 hours of b r i g h t sunshine i n January, compared 
w i t h 1.0-1.5 hours i n much of the res t of Yorkshire. 
The H u l l v a l l e y and Holderness are also noticeably 
d r i e r than areas to the west, w i t h a low annual 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n of 500-625 mm. Lamb (1981) has suggested 
t h a t Holderness and East Yorkshire were also much d r i e r 
than areas t o the west i n the period £.750 B.C. to 
C.400 B.C., and Haselgrove (1984, 19) has advanced the 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t r e s u l t i n g greater p r o d u c t i v i t y than 
neighbouring groups i n a competitive environment may 
have helped to f o s t e r m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n 
and the adoption of a d i s t i n c t i v e b u r i a l - r i t e as an 
ass e r t i o n of g r o u p - i d e n t i t y . 

Palaeo-climatic evidence needs to be used w i t h care 
(Evans 1975, 174-176; Greene 1986, 81-85) and there i s 
as yet an inadequate body of archaeological data to 
t e s t against i t ; i t s p o t e n t i a l importance as one of the 
f a c t o r s underlying changes i n a g r i c u l t u r a l strategy 
during the period must not be ignored, however. 
C u r t a i l e d growing seasons, f o r example, may c e r t a i n l y 
have c o n t r i b u t e d to the dynamics behind the 
c o l o n i s a t i o n of l o w e r - l y i n g claylands by I r o n Age 
peoples. 
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Note: the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n Mean Sea Level during the 
period might properly have been considered i n t h i s 
s e c t i o n ; they are, however, discussed elsewhere (3.3.3, 
below), and i t i s s u f f i c i e n t here to note that a 
widespread marine regression phase i n the l a t e r I r o n 
Age, which made large t r a c t s of coastal and estuarine 
land a v a i l a b l e f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n , i s generally accepted 
( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, 8-9; Haselgrove 1984, 19; 
Ramm 1978, 24). This regression i s represented by the 
regressive contact of the "Lytham V I I I " o s c i l l a t i o n i n 
north-west England (Tooley 1980, 82, f i g . 35). There 
i s evidence to suggest th a t the p a t t e r n of f l u c t u a t i o n 
i n Mean Sea Level i n the Humber estuary was 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y c l o s e l y s i m i l a r to t h a t i n the North
west (Gaunt and Tooley 1974; see section 3.3.3) and, 
indeed, the transgressive contact of Lytham V I I I i s 
matched i n the Humber by the transgressive conditions 
occurring between 800-540 B.C. at the s i t e of the 
Hasholme log-boat ( M i l l e t t and McGrail 1987, 99). The 
evidence from Hasholme also suggests, however, that 
estuarine conditions continued to p r e v a i l throughout 
the r e s t of the I r o n Age and i n t o the f i r s t century 
A.D., though w i t h i n c r e a s i n g l y shallow depths of water 
( M i l l e t t and McGrail 1987, 99). The e f f e c t of l o c a l 
f a c t o r s on MSL should not be under-estimated, and i t i s 
clear t h a t much more work on transgression sequences i n 
the Humber, t i e d i n to radio-carbon dates, i s needed 
before the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p between sea-levels and 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y f o r settlement of estuarine land i n 
the region can u s e f u l l y be discussed by archaeologists. 

2.2.3 Food producing economy 

The a v a i l a b l e evidence suggests t h a t mixed farming was 
the common agrarian strategy i n East Yorkshire 
throughout the I r o n Age. The e a r l y palisaded s i t e at 
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s t a p l e Howe (Br e w s t e r 1963) produced a cache o f c l u b -
wheat and a saddle-quern as w e l l as l a r g e amounts o f 
animal bone; g r a n a r i e s have been p o s t u l a t e d a t b o t h 
S t a p l e Howe and the nearby D e v i l ' s H i l l (Brewster 1981; 
Stephens 1986, 2-3) though t he s t r u c t u r e s i n q u e s t i o n 
are perhaps more c o n v i n c i n g l y i n t e r p r e t e d as c e n t r a l l y -
p l a c e d watchtowers ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, 149-151). 
Loom-weights, animal bone and p a r t o f a saddle quern 
a l l suggest a mixed a g r i c u l t u r a l economy a t D e v i l ' s 
H i l l . L a t e r , i n the p e r i o d c_. 400 B.C. t o £. 200 B.C., 
the open and undefended s e t t l e m e n t i n Garton/Wetwang 
Slack was c h a r a c t e r i s e d by c i r c u l a r s t r u c t u r e s , p i t s 
f o r t h e s t o r a g e o f g r a i n ( s p e c i f i c a l l y w h e a t), and 
f o u r - p o s t e r s t r u c t u r e s s et among u n d i t c h e d f i e l d s along 
the v a l l e y f l o o r ; f a u n a l assemblages throughout the 
p e r i o d are dominated by sheep/goat, r a t h e r than c a t t l e , 
a predominance which tends t o d i s t i n g u i s h the East 
R i d i n g from o t h e r areas w i t h i n n o r t h - e a s t England 
(Haselgrove 1984, Table 1 ) . The economy o f the Slacks 
i n the c l o s i n g stages o f the I r o n Age pre s e n t s a 
s i m i l a r p i c t u r e : c e r e a l s were c e r t a i n l y b e i n g consumed, 
a t t e s t e d by r o t a r y querns found w i t h i n the l a t e 
r e c t i l i n e a r e n c l o s u r e s f l a n k i n g t h e n o r t h s i d e o f the 
v a l l e y r o a d , and a funnel-mouthed e n c l o s u r e i n Wetwang 
Slack would be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h some o f the requirements 
o f s t o c k - r a i s i n g , a l s o i n d i c a t e d by b u r i a l s o f cow, 
h o r s e , sheep and p i g (Dent 1983c, 7 ) ; the emphasis o f 
the economy, however, and the r e s p e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
o f animal husbandry and a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n w i t h i n i t , 
are h a r d e r t o assess. Dent (1983b, 38) has a s s o c i a t e d 
these r o a d s i d e e n c l o s u r e s w i t h a s t o c k - r e a r i n g 
f u n c t i o n , l a r g e l y on the evidence o f a n i m a l - b u r i a l s 
w i t h i n them, and has suggested the i n c r e a s i n g 
importance o f animal husbandry i n the years b e f o r e the 
Roman conquest; Haselgrove (1984, 18-19), however, 
demonstrates t h a t these e n c l o s u r e s may j u s t as e a s i l y 
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be I n t e r p r e t e d as r e f l e c t i n g a process o f a r a b l e 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , some o f the East R i d i n g 
dyke systems are seen by C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, 
162) as e n c l o s i n g areas o f a r a b l e i n the l a t e r p a r t o f 
the p e r i o d and t o i m p l y s e t t l e d communities engaged i n 
mixed a g r i c u l t u r e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , s i m p l y t o demonstrate a mixed f a r m i n g 
economy i s t o demonstrate v e r y l i t t l e . We may now be 
sure t h a t I r o n Age a g r i c u l t u r e i n the n o r t h - e a s t e r n 
l o w l a n d s was much l e s s " s p e c i a l i s e d " , i n the sense of 
p a s t o r a l , t h a n P i g g o t t (1958, 13 f f ) supposed, but 
t h e r e i s s t i l l i n s u f f i c i e n t data t o answer the two most 
i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h , namely: the 
r e s p e c t i v e importance o f a r a b l e and p a s t o r a l components 
w i t h i n these economies, and the r a t e a t which the 
heavy, lower c l a y l a n d s were " c o l o n i s e d " by groups 
p r a c t i s i n g them. The q u e s t i o n s are c l e a r l y i n t e r 
r e l a t e d , and n e i t h e r i s simple t o answer, the 
c o n s t r a i n t s imposed by the n a t u r e and q u a n t i t y o f the 
evidence ( n o t e d i n s e c t i o n 2.2.1, above) being 
f o r m i d a b l e . Thus, the sheep/goat predominance i n 
animal assemblages from s i t e s on the e a s t e r n p e r i p h e r y 
o f t h e Wolds can be i n t e r p r e t e d i n v e r y d i f f e r e n t ways: 
on t h e one hand, as C l a r k (1947) was the f i r s t t o p o i n t 
o u t , such a p a t t e r n can r e f l e c t a c l e a r e d landscape 
l a r g e l y g i v e n over t o a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e and s u p p o r t i n g 
a r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , s i n c e sheep can be grazed, and 
o u t w i n t e r e d , on f a l l o w and r e c e n t l y - c r o p p e d f i e l d s , 
t h e r e b y r e l e a s i n g l a n d f o r a r a b l e p r o d u c t i o n as w e l l as 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o s o i l f e r t i l i t y ; on the o t h e r , as 
Haselgrove has c a u t i o n e d , t h e i r prevalence may suggest 
t h a t the Wold tops were u n s u i t e d , due t o p r e v i o u s 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e , t o a n y t h i n g o t h e r than low-grade 
g r a z i n g by t h e t i m e o f t h e middle I r o n Age. The l a t t e r 
a l t e r n a t i v e might suggest t h a t t h e apparent b i a s i n the 
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d i s t r i b u t i o n o f square barrows towards the e a s t e r n Wold 
f l a n k s and the H u l l v a l l e y r a t h e r than the chalk 
p l a t e a u (Ramm 1978, 15-16 and f i g . 4 ) i s i t s e l f 
r e f l e c t i n g t he g r a d u a l c l e a r a n c e o f h e a v i e r l a n d f o r 
mixed a g r i c u l t u r e . Too much must not be made o f 
evidence which i s b o t h f u n e r a r y and AP-derived, but 
t h e r e i s another f a c t o r which would tend t o support 
t h i s view: s i n c e the Wolds are g e n e r a l l y h e l d t o have 
been l a r g e l y d e f o r e s t e d a t l e a s t by the b e g i n n i n g o f 
the I r o n Age (Turner 1981), the reasonably h i g h 
percentages o f pig-bones i n the Garton Slack 
assemblages ( 1 3 % - 14% i n Haselgrove 1984, Table 1) 
should i m p l y the u t i l i s a t i o n o f s u b s t a n t i a l t r a c t s o f 
woodland on the lower c l a y s f o r pannage. (The e x t e n t 
o f f o r e s t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the p e r i o d would c l e a r l y 
have v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y depending upon l o c a t i o n ; 
p o l l e n evidence from the Hasholme l o g - b o a t e x c a v a t i o n 
suggests heavy mixed oak-wood, a l r e a d y e x p l o i t e d and 
managed, on the d r i e r c l a y s i n the area u n t i l a t l e a s t 
c. 600 B.C., and t h e l o g used t o make the boat i t s e l f 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t woodland c o n t a i n i n g t r e e s between £.600-
820 y e a r s o l d was a c c e s s i b l e t o the boat's makers, 
presumably not too f a r d i s t a n t , around £.300 B.C. 
[ M i l l e t t and M c G r a i l 1987, 87-88 & 8 4 ] ) . 

Again, a l t h o u g h we have no l o w l a n d s i t e s t o compare 
them w i t h , even e a r l y s i t e s such as S t a p l e Howe and 
D e v i l ' s H i l l seem s i t e d t o command b o t h upland and 
l o w l a n d resources i n the i n t e r e s t s o f a mixed 
a g r i c u l t u r a l s t r a t e g y (Powlesland 1988, 106). I f so, 
then t h i s may be p a r t o f a wider phenomenon and be 
p a r a l l e l l e d by developments i n s o u t h - e a s t e r n England, 
where B r a d l e y (1978, 123) has suggested t h a t both the 
s u b s t a n t i a l u t i l i s a t i o n o f "heavy" and g r a v e l s o i l s , 
and t h e s i t i n g o f s e t t l e m e n t s a t the i n t e r f a c e o f two 
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or more n a t u r a l zones, began e a r l i e r i n the I r o n Age 
th a n has o f t e n been supposed. 

The a t t r a c t i o n s o f the East Y o r k s h i r e lowlands must 
have been c o n s i d e r a b l e a t the b e g i n n i n g o f the I r o n Age 
and have grown th r o u g h o u t t he p e r i o d , w i t h the 
i n c r e a s i n g a v a i l a b i l i t y o f new technology ( i n c l u d i n g 
new types o f c r o p ) and i n r e l a t i o n t o the c l i m a t i c 
c o n d i t i o n s a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d ( s e c t i o n 2.2.2, above). 
I r o n axes would c e r t a i n l y have f a c i l i t a t e d woodland 
c l e a r a n c e , and C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 156) 
i n v i t e us t o envisage s t r o n g e r ards w i t h i r o n - t i p p e d 
s h ares, which would p r o b a b l y have been needed t o 
c u l t i v a t e the h e a v i e r c l a y s , i n widespread use from the 
middle I r o n Age onwards. Beehive querns may have been 
i n t r o d u c e d i n t o the r e g i o n i n the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C.' 
( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 157; but see a l s o 
Haselgrove 1984, 23, note 1 2 ) ) , though they 
c h a r a c t e r i s e the e a r l y Roman p e r i o d a l s o . An apparent 
p a u c i t y f r o m t he East R i d i n g has l e d Ramm t o suggest 
t h a t n a t i v e a g r i c u l t u r e here was l e s s concerned w i t h 
c o r n - g r o w i n g t h a n t h e Pennines and areas t o the west 
(Ramm 1978, 1 8 ) . Haselgrove (1984, 1 9 ) , however, 
p o i n t s o u t t h a t t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n has more t o do w i t h 
the g r e a t e r s u r v i v a l p o t e n t i a l o f l a r g e stone a r t e f a c t s 
i n u p l a n d a r e a s , w h i l e C h i t t y has r e c e n t l y recorded 
(1987, 13) the f o l l y o f r e l y i n g s o l e l y upon p r i n t e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n where t h i s c l a s s o f s m a l l f i n d i s 
concerned. I t sh o u l d be noted t h a t t h i s type o f quern, 
w h i l e i t does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l y i n c r e a s e d c e r e a l 
p r o d u c t i o n , r e p r e s e n t s a g r e a t advance i n e f f i c i e n c y 
and would c e r t a i n l y have been more s u i t e d t o the 
p r o c e s s i n g o f l a r g e amounts o f g r a i n than i t s 
predecessor. Examples from the study area are d e a l t 
w i t h i n s e c t i o n 2.3.3, below. 
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Clay s o i l s , once c l e a r e d , are b e t t e r a t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
c o n t i n u e d c r o p p i n g than the l i g h t e r s o i l s o f the Wolds 
themselves. There i s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , almost no 
evidence f o r the types o f c e r e a l s being grown i n the 
i^egion, b u t the s p e l t a l r e a d y i n use elsewhere i n 
l o w l a n d England a t t h i s time i s w e l l s u i t e d f o r use on 
heavy, damp s o i l s , as i s a l s o the r e l a t e d club-wheat 
d i s c o v e r e d a t S t a p l e Howe. S p e l t i s a l s o capable o f 
b e i n g w i n t e r - s o w n and, a l t h o u g h i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
demonstrate t h a t t h i s ever took p l a c e , i t has been 
p o i n t e d out t h a t i n "p i o n e e r " a g r i c u l t u r e winter-sown 
crops compete more s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h weeds than those 
sown i n s p r i n g ( B r a d l e y 1978, 34, a f t e r Coles 1976). 
The u r g e n t need f o r e x c a v a t i o n o f I r o n Age s i t e s on the 
c l a y s east o f the Wolds, w i t h thorough a n a l y s i s o f 
b o t a n i c a l and f a u n a l remains, may be noted: i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e e a r l i e r stages o f f o r e s t clearance 
w i l l prove t o be r e f l e c t e d i n animal assemblages, w i t h 
c a t t l e , t o which open f o l i a c e o u s woodland i s c o n g e n i a l 
( C l a r k 1947), r e p l a c i n g sheep as the dominant. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , i t should be r e - i t e r a t e d t h a t our 
knowledge o f f o o d - p r o d u c i n g economies and t h e i r 
development i n I r o n Age East Y o r k s h i r e i s s e v e r e l y 
c o n s t r a i n e d by t h e q u a l i t y and l i m i t e d g e o g r a p h i c a l 
o r i g i n s o f the a v a i l a b l e evidence, a s i t u a t i o n which i s 
n o t g o i n g t o change u n t i l s i t e s east o f the Wolds are 
p r o p e r l y i n v e s t i g a t e d . A g e n e r a l p r o g r e s s i o n towards 
an a g r i c u l t u r e w i t h a l a r g e r and l a r g e r a r a b l e 
component may be suggested as reasonable b u t t h e r e i s 
as y e t no way o f a s c e r t a i n i n g what p a r t l o c a l f a c t o r s 
may have p l a y e d i n d e t e r m i n i n g s t r a t e g i e s . Greater 
knowledge o f p r e v i o u s l a n d s c a p e - e x p l o i t a t i o n i s a l s o 
needed, and terms such as "clearance" and 
" c o l o n i s a t i o n " i n r e l a t i o n t o the Holderness c l a y s may 
need t o be used w i t h more c a u t i o n . Excavations a t 
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Barmston i n d i c a t e d u t i l i s a t i o n o f an a l r e a d y p a r t i a l l y 
d e f o r e s t e d f e n landscape by a s e t t l e d community around 
1000 B.C., and sherds o f e a r l y I r o n Age p o t t e r y found 
on s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y l a t e r peat a t the s i t e p o i n t t o 
subsequent a c t i v i t y i n the same l o c a l i t y ( V a r l e y 1968, 
16 and 26, f i g . 1 1 ) . V a r l e y suggested t h a t t h e r e may 
be o t h e r such L a t e r Bronze Age "hamlet"-type 
s e t t l e m e n t s i n Holderness, b u r i e d under h i l l w a s h , and 
whether or not t h i s proves t o be the case i t i s w o r t h 
remembering t h a t t h e East Y o r k s h i r e lowlands were not 
v i r g i n t e r r i t o r i e s d e void o f human p o p u l a t i o n a t the 
end o f the f i r s t m i l l e n n i u m B.C I n c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
e x c l u s i v e l y on the a r a b l e / p a s t o r a l q u e s t i o n we may be 
i n danger o f f o r g e t t i n g t h a t some I r o n Age p o p u l a t i o n s 
may have been j u s t as concerned w i t h t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n 
o f t h e r i c h f l o r a l and f a u n a l resources o f Holderness 
as t h e i r Bronze Age predecessors. 

2,2.4 S e t t l e m e n t and s o c i e t y 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i g n o f I r o n Age s e t t l e m e n t , as 
observed on a e r i a l photographs, i n n o r t h - e a s t England 
as elsewhere, i s t h e d i t c h e d e n c l o s u r e . As C h a l l i s 
and Harding remark (1975, i , 130), "enclosures are a 
u b i q u i t o u s I r o n Age t r a i t " . They may be of 
r e c t i l i n e a r , c u r v i l i n e a r or i r r e g u l a r shape, but shape 
alone has n o t proved a r e l i a b l e c h r o n o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l 
or f u n c t i o n a l i n d i c a t o r : c u r v i l i n e a r examples can not 
be seen as n e c e s s a r i l y e a r l i e r than r e c t i l i n e a r ones; 
most types appear t o c o n t i n u e i n t o the Romano-British 
p e r i o d a l s o ; and D-shaped e n c l o s u r e s , f o r example, 
which i n n o r t h - e a s t Y o r k s h i r e may have f u n c t i o n e d as 
c a t t l e e n c l o s u r e s , i n Co, Durham o f t e n c o n t a i n domestic 
s e t t l e m e n t ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 130-131). The 
main e n c l o s u r e - and s e t t l e m e n t - t y p e s p l o t t e d by C h a l l i s 
and Harding (1975, i i , f i g s , 92-94) do n o t appear t o 
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shew any s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n d i s t r i b u t i o n as f a r 
as East Y o r k s h i r e i s concerned; an apparent tendency 
f o r b o t h t h e i r " c u r v i l i n e a r " and 
" e x t e n s i v e / u n e n c l o s e d / u n i d e n t i f i e d " c a t e g o r i e s t o be 
l o c a t e d on lower ground on b o t h s i d e s o f the Wolds i s 
p r o b a b l y due t o the a c c i d e n t s o f f i e l d w o r k , the 
r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l number o f s i t e s p l o t t e d , and the 
b r e a d t h o f the second c a t e g o r y . Many more a e r i a l 
photographs are now a v a i l a b l e , and a proper 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f d i f f e r e n t types o f 
p o t e n t i a l I r o n Age s e t t l e m e n t must a w a i t p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
the work c u r r e n t l y b e i n g undertaken by the RCHM. 

Most o f t h e evidence f o r the development o f s e t t l e m e n t 
i n the I r o n Age comes from s i t e s on the e a s t e r n f l a n k s 
o f t h e Wolds. I t i s b e s t observed a t Wetwang Slack 
(Dent 1983b; Dent 1983c) where the changing 
o r g a n i s a t i o n o f s e t t l e m e n t , b u r i a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l 
areas i n r e l a t i o n t o a major trackway i n use throughout 
t h e I r o n Age and i n t o t he Roman p e r i o d a l l o w s some 
i n s i g h t s i n t o s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e and the r e g u l a t i o n o f 
response t o the environment. The type o f open, 
undefended s e t t l e m e n t e x i s t i n g i n the Slacks £. 400 
B.C. - £. 200 B.C. has a l r e a d y been a l l u d e d t o ( s e c t i o n 
2.2.3, above). I t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the e a r l i e r 
stages o f the "Arras c u l t u r e " square-barrow b u r i a l 
r i t e , and the trackway served as a focus f o r the s i t i n g 
o f these barrows and t h e i r g r a d u a l n u c l e a t i o n i n t o a 
l a r g e cemetery. D w e l l i n g s w i t h t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d 
u n d i t c h e d f i e l d s a t t h i s stage suggest t o Dent (1983b, 
36) "a s e r i e s o f independent u n i t s c o l l e c t e d t o g e t h e r " , 
i n c o n t r a s t t o the succeeding p e r i o d . (£, 300 B.C. - £. 
100 B.C.) d u r i n g which t h e r e was l a r g e - s c a l e enclosure 
o f the landscape and the development o f a c e n t r a l 
n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t - a r e a surrounded by f i e l d s , "very 
much on the l i n e s o f a mediaeval v i l l a g e " (Dent 1983b, 
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3 6 ) , An area o f some 2 km^ was d e f i n e d by l i n e a r 
e a r t h w o r k s , and these , w i t h the f a c t t h a t b u r i a l s were 
s u b s e q u e n t l y r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e communal cemetery, may 
i n d i c a t e an i n c r e a s e d amount o f s o c i a l r e g u l a t i o n . 
Dent envisages a s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f n u c l e a t e d 
v i l l a g e s t a k i n g c o r p o r a t e a c t i o n t o c o n t r o l land-use, 
and suggests t h a t b o t h the l a r g e s i z e o f cemeteries and 
the l a c k o f e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e a l t h y b u r i a l s may i n d i c a t e 
"an i n c r e a s i n g l y e g a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y " (Dent 1983b, 4 3 ) . 
I n t h e second and f i r s t c e n t u r i e s B.C. barrows 
g r a d u a l l y reduced i n s i z e , had deeper graves, and were 
more c l o s e l y grouped, f a c t s which would again be 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the needs o f an expanding p o p u l a t i o n 
w i t h l i m i t e d l i v i n g - s p a c e . Standardised b u r i a l mounds 
i n t h i s l a t e s t stage o f the b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n ( f o r the 
cemeteries seem t o have been abandoned a t some time 
d u r i n g t he f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C.) might a l s o be taken as 
r e f l e c t i n g t h e e q u a l i t y o f i n d i v i d u a l s . I t i s not 
d i f f i c u l t t o b e l i e v e t h a t the abandonment i t s e l f was 
l i n k e d w i t h p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e and pressure on l a n d , 
but the mechanism by which i t was accomplished i s 
h a r d e r t o d i s c e r n ; Dent h i m s e l f i s u n c e r t a i n whether i t 
was "a g e n e r a l response t o a c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y " (Dent 
1983b, 38) o r a "communal d e c i s i o n " (Dent 1983b, 4 3 ) . 

I t i s changes t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. 
and i n t o the f i r s t c e n t u r y A,D, which may have done 
most t o determine the appearance o f the s e t t l e d 
landscape found by the Romans on c r o s s i n g the Humber i n 
£, A,D, 71, though once a g a i n much o f the evidence 
comes from v a l l e y s i t e s on the e a s t e r n edge o f the 
Wolds, At s i t e s l i k e B e l l Slack, s m a l l cemeteries o f 
l a t e barrows had been l o c a t e d , n o t a l o n g s i d e trackways, 
but beyond the d i t c h e d e n c l o s u r e s t h a t now f l a n k e d 
them. Dent (1983b, 38) sees t h i s development as 
p o s s i b l y r e f l e c t i n g an i n c r e a s e i n the importance o f 
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a n i m a l husbandry w i t h i n t he f a r m i n g economy; 
Haselgrove's o b j e c t i o n s t o t h i s view have a l r e a d y been 
no t e d (2.2.3 above). By the time o f the Roman conquest 
t h e r e would seem t o have been two d i s t i n c t types of 
s e t t l e m e n t i n the area o f the Wolds, namely the d i t c h e d 
f arm e n c l o s u r e w i t h c i r c u l a r h u t s , and the e x t e n s i v e 
" l i n e a r " , "trackway" or "droveway" s e t t l e m e n t , Raram 
(1978, 77) has a s s o c i a t e d these d i t c h e d farmsteads w i t h 
a post-conquest i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f s e t t l e m e n t p o s s i b l y 
l i n k e d w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f v e t e r a n t r o o p s . I t 
s h o u l d be n o t e d here t h a t t h e r e i s no evidence from 
elsewhere i n Europe which would l e n d support t o such an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n (pers.coram. Dr M . M i l l e t t ) ; moreover, the 
excavated m a t e r i a l from such s i t e s i s c o n s i s t e n t l y 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by l a t e I r o n Age p o t t e r y , c h a l k f i g u r i n e s 
and pre-conquest brooches ( B r a n i g a n 1984, 27-28), At 
Wetwang Slack, one o f the d i t c h e d farms occupies the 
s i t e o f the by-now abandoned barrow cemetery, and Dent 
i n t e r p r e t s t h i s expansion o f e x i s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t as 
r e p r e s e n t i n g an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f s e t t l e m e n t d e n s i t y 
due t o i n c r e a s e d p o p u l a t i o n , w i t h new s i t e s u t i l i s i n g 
t h e margins o f the " v i l l a g e " t e r r i t o r y . 

I t i s o n l y i n r e c e n t years t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n has begun 
t o be a v a i l a b l e f o r the n a t u r e o f Late I r o n Age 
s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e l o w l a n d s i n the south o f the R i d i n g , 
At N o r t h Cave, on t h e Wolds scarp j u s t n o r t h o f the 
R i v e r Humber, John Dent has r e c e n t l y (1986, 1987) 
conducted two seasons o f e x c a v a t i o n on an e x t e n s i v e 
I r o n Age s e t t l e m e n t and f i e l d - s y s t e m , some f o u r acres 
o f which was i n i t i a l l y r e v e a l e d d u r i n g commercial sand-
e x t r a c t i o n (Dent 1987, 10-11; Dent, l e c t u r e s t o East 
R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , 1987), Here, e i g h t 
round houses w i t h e a s t - f a c i n g entrances s u r v i v e as 
d r a i n a g e g u l l i e s and comprise p a r t o f a domestic 
s e t t l e m e n t area s e t among f i e l d - and s m a l l e r enclosures 
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v i s i b l e on a e r i a l photographs. Large amounts o f i r o n -
w o r k i n g d e b r i s , i n c l u d i n g b o t h f u r n a c e - and s m i t h i n g -
s l a g , as w e l l as the bowl o f a t o w e r - f u r n a c e , were 
d i s c o v e r e d ; t h e r e was a l s o some evidence, i n the form 
o f "slag-tempered" wares, f o r some l e v e l o f p o t t e r y 
p r o d u c t i o n on s i t e . A h i g h w a t e r - t a b l e on the s i t e 
a l l o w e d e x c e l l e n t p r e s e r v a t i o n o f wood remains: two 
l e n g t h s o f c a r p e n t e r e d woodwork, p o s s i b l y o r i g i n a l l y 
p a r t o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l implement and a c a r t , had been 
re-used as steps i n t o a s h a l l o w w i c k e r - l i n e d w e l l . 
E i g h t or n i n e o v a l t renches are assumed t o be p l a t f o r m 
d r a i n s f o r h a y - r i c k s t r u c t u r e s , and s t o c k r a i s i n g may 
be i m p l i e d by an animal b u r i a l . Occupation on the s i t e 
c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e Roman p e r i o d . Enclosure 
d i t c h e s w i t h f i r s t - t o f o u r t h - c e n t u r y p o t t e r y were 
a l i g n e d i n t h e same way as e a r l i e r f e a t u r e s , though 
o c c u p a t i o n l e v e l s o f t h i s p e r i o d have not s u r v i v e d . 
The evidence suggests t h a t here was a mixed-farming 
s e t t l e m e n t engaged i n a t l e a s t seasonal i n d u s t r i a l 
a c t i v i t y . Ramm (1978, 24) had suggested t h a t the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f square barrows west o f Brough on Humber 
i n d i c a t e s r e - s e t t l e m e n t i n the l a t e r I r o n Age o f lands 
which had been w a t e r l o g g e d f o r much o f the p e r i o d , and 
i t may be t h a t t h i s area was a b s o r b i n g some o f the 
r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n which seems t o be evidenced on the 
Wolds themselves. The area t o the west o f Brough i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by a h i g h l e v e l o f i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y i n 
the Roman p e r i o d , b o t h a l o n g the roads l e a d i n g n o r t h 
from the town (£.^. a Romano-British i r o n - s m e l t i n g s i t e 
a t South Cave, v. L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r 1979, 35) and, 
e s p e c i a l l y , i n the f l a t l a n d s around Holme on S p a l d i n g 
Moor (Halkon 1983), and i t now seems l i k e l y t h a t I r o n 
Age o r i g i n s must be sought f o r some o f t h i s . A s e r i e s 
o f d i t c h e s and g u l l i e s a t Bursea House Farm (SE 
813338), excavated i n A p r i l 1987 by the F i e l d Studies 
Group o f t h e East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y (Halkon 
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1987b, 3 - 4 ) , c o n t a i n e d i r o n s l a g i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
LPRIA p o t t e r y comparable t o t h a t i n use a t Dragonby i n 
Phase 2 (May 1970) and dated t o the t u r n o f the 
m i l l e n n i u m ( v . a l s o s e c t i o n 3.2.2.1 f o r s i m i l a r p o t t e r y 
found a t Fishpond Wood, R i s b y ) . I r o n w o r k i n g i n 
p a r t i c u l a r c o u l d be f a v o u r e d by b o t h g e o g r a p h i c a l and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s , w i t h "bog-ores" as w e l l as ore 
from t he s o u t h bank o f t h e Humber b o t h t h e o r e t i c a l l y 
o b t a i n a b l e . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o imagine, a t p r e s e n t , 
what r e l a t i o n s h i p s such s e t t l e m e n t s may have had w i t h 
those on the Wolds themselves, b u t i n the l i g h t o f the 
l a r g e amounts o f i r o n s l a g from N o r t h Cave (1.2 m e t r i c 
tonnes f r o m one p i t ) i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t economic l i n k s 
based on i n d u s t r i a l processes were i n o p e r a t i o n . 

There i s i n c r e a s i n g evidence, t h e n , t h a t by the time o f 
t h e Roman conquest t h e economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f the 
East R i d i n g , i n common w i t h o t h e r areas o f n o r t h - e a s t 
England, was every b i t as complex as t h a t o b t a i n i n g i n 
many more s o u t h e r l y p a r t s o f the p r o v i n c e (Haselgrove 
1984, 2 2 ) . I f t h i s i s so, the n i t i s i n elements o f 
the s u p e r s t r u c t u r e - the c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n o f I r o n Age peoples i n the r e g i o n - t h a t 
we must seek t h e reasons f o r t h e d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r 
o f t h e area i n the I r o n Age and i t s subsequent low 
l e v e l o f response t o c e r t a i n aspects o f Roraanisation 
( J . Evans 1988). Such a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n d i c a t o r s as we 
possess c o n s i s t e n t l y p o i n t t o the d e t e r m i n i n g 
i n f l u e n c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s upon b o t h economic 
s t r a t e g i e s and s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n . We have a l r e a d y 
seen (2.2.2, above) how c l i m a t e may have c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
the a d o p t i o n o f a d i s t i n c t i v e b u r i a l r i t e by a favou r e d 
group w i s h i n g t o a s s e r t i t s c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y , and 
subsequent adjustments i n arrangements f o r the 
accommodation o f the dead a l s o p r o b a b l y r e v e a l 
responses t o s i t u a t i o n s which were a t l e a s t i n p a r t 
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e n v i r o n m e n t - r e l a t e d : t h u s , f o r r a a l i s a t i o n o f areas f o r 
the d i s p o s a l o f the dead would be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a 
s i t u a t i o n i n which group resources were under s t r e s s , 
e i t h e r because a r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n had reached a 
c r i t i c a l l e v e l i n r e l a t i o n t o those r e s o u r c e s , or 
because t h e r e s o u r c e s themselves were d e t e r i o r a t i n g , 
t h r o u g h s o i l e x h a u s t i o n or c l i m a t i c f a c t o r s perhaps, i n 
r e l a t i o n t o a f a i r l y s t a t i c p o p u l a t i o n . The f i n a l 
abandonment o f the cemeteries i n the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. 
may i t s e l f r e f l e c t , as Haselgrove (1984, 19) p o i n t s 
o u t , the success o f a s t r a t e g y o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n i n a l l e v i a t i n g p o p u l a t i o n pressure by 
an expansion onto h e a v i e r s o i l s , made p o s s i b l e by a 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f c l i m a t i c a m e l i o r a t i o n , improved 
t e c h n o l o g y , and s u i t a b l e crops. 

Haselgrove (1984, 20) has suggested t h a t t he lowlands 
around the Y o r k s h i r e Wolds were p r o b a b l y one o f the 
most d e n s e l y s e t t l e d areas o f n o r t h - e a s t e r n England a t 
the end o f the I r o n Age, and t h a t by the l a t e r f i r s t 
c e n t u r y B.C. these c l a y l a n d s were as densely p o p u l a t e d 
i n p a r t s as areas o f l i g h t e r s o i l . The e s t i m a t e d 
p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y o f 10 2.5/km^ f o r t h i s area 
(Haselgrove 1984, 20) i s based upon the assumptions 
t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f England a t the end o f the I r o n 
Age was r o u g h l y comparable t o t h a t w i t n e s s e d by the 
Domesday Book and t h a t r e l a t i v e s e t t l e m e n t d e n s i t i e s 
were a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same. F u r t h e r than t h i s i t i s 
i m p o s s i b l e t o go, and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o assess the 
r o l e t h a t p o p u l a t i o n p r e s s u r e may have p l a y e d i n 
s t i m u l a t i n g c o l o n i s a t i o n o f the c l a y s or i n the 
apparent i n c r e a s e i n w a r f a r e which Dent (1983b, 39) 
sees as c h a r a c t e r i s i n g the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. i n the 
r e g i o n . The s m a l l barrow cemetery east o f the R i v e r 
H u l l i n Swine p a r i s h (G.152, and v. s e c t i o n 2.3, below) 
i s p r o b a b l y a l a t e one and may r e f l e c t such an 
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expansion o f s e t t l e m e n t . As f a r as wa r f a r e i s 
concerned, Haselgrove has p o i n t e d o u t (1984, 23, n. 25) 
t h a t t h e occurrence o f m a r t i a l o b j e c t s and equipment i n 
l a t e c o n t e x t s ( c h a l k " w a r r i o r " f i g u r i n e s , sword 
b u r i a l s ) need n o t be l i n k e d t o i n t e r n a l s t r e s s 
occasioned by p o p u l a t i o n p r e s s u r e b u t c o u l d j u s t as 
e a s i l y r e f l e c t i n c r e a s e d c o m p e t i t i o n between groups f o r 
p r e s t i g e goods consequent upon the r e - i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o 
European t r a d i n g networks which would be suggested by 
the re-appearance o f e x o t i c m a t e r i a l s such as c o r a l and 
the a d o p t i o n o f the Late La Tene method o f brooch 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

I f t h e l e v e l o f p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y which Haselgrove 
p o s i t s f o r the East R i d i n g be accepted then the area a t 
the end o f the I r o n Age sho u l d have been capable o f 
s u p p o r t i n g a degree o f s e t t l e m e n t h i e r a r c h y and 
p o l i t i c a l c e n t r a l i s a t i o n which i s n o t , however, c l e a r l y 
v i s i b l e i n the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e c o r d . I t may appear 
t h a t Roman f o r t s i n the r e g i o n are s i t e d w i t h 
communications i n mind r a t h e r than i n r e l a t i o n t o s i t e s 
o f e x i s t i n g p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s , b u t the case remains t o 
be proven. There i s , however, some evidence o f a 
tendency f o r v i l l a s i n the r e g i o n t o have been 
preceeded by n a t i v e s i t e s e n j o y i n g LPRIA p o t t e r y - and 
metalwork-types ( v . s e c t i o n s 2.3.3 and 3.2.2.1 be l o w ) . 

Whatever t he s t a t e o f p o l i t i c a l c o m p l e x i t y i n the area 
on t h e eve o f the Roman conquest i t c o n t r a s t s s t r o n g l y 
w i t h what we know o f t h e C o r i e l t a u v i a n ( T o m l i n 1983) 
" t r i b a l " t e r r i t o r y s o uth o f the Humber. Haselgrove 
(1984, 20) p o i n t s t o the e x i s t e n c e t h e r e o f genuine 
n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s , and p o s s i b l e c e n t r a l places 
a l s o . R i v e t (1964, 46-47) d i v i d e d the B r i t i s h t r i b e s 
o f t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. i n t o t h r e e c l a s s e s : " B e l g i c " 
peoples themselves; those d i s p l a y i n g "secondary B e l g i c " 
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i n f l u e n c e i n t h e i r a d o p t i o n o f such i n n o v a t i o n s as 
coinage and the p o t t e r ' s wheel; and groups d i s p l a y i n g 
none. The C o r i e l t a u v i and P a r i s i are c o n v e n t i o n a l l y 
r e g a r d e d as f a l l i n g i n t o t h e second and t h i r d classes 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , and C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 84 & 
99) accept t h i s , though they p r e f e r the term "para-
B e l g i c " t o "secondary B e l g i c " ; the occurrence o f LPRIA 
i m p o r t s and coinage i n P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y i s seen by 
b o t h C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 99) and Haselgrove 
(1984, 20) as r e p r e s e n t i n g l i m i t e d e s t u a r i n e and 
c o a s t a l t r a d i n g c o n t a c t s . This l e v e l o f d i s t i n c t i o n 
between the P a r i s i and the C o r i e l t a u v i i s u n l i k e l y t o 
change, though d i s c o v e r i e s o f LPRIA m a t e r i a l s on the 
n o r t h bank o f the Humber i n r e c e n t years ( a l l o f which 
are due t o an i n c r e a s e d l e v e l o f f i e l d w o r k i n the area) 
may w e l l prompt a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the e x t e n t o f 
c o n t a c t s w i t h , and i n f l u e n c e from, the south. (Whether 
t h i s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y b r i n g i n t o q u e s t i o n t he s t a t u s o f 
the Humber as the boundary between two t r i b a l 
t e r r i t o r i e s remains t o be seen). 

I f East Y o r k s h i r e , i n c o n t r a s t t o r e g i o n s south o f the 
Humber, was n o t w i t n e s s i n g t he r i s e o f p r o t o - u r b a n 
c e n t r e s and an " a r c h a i c s t a t e " s o c i e t y a t t h i s p e r i o d , 
then how should i t be viewed? Haselgrove (1984, 20-21) 
suggests a " g e n e r a l i s e d c o m p e t i t i v e t r i b a l " model as 
b e i n g t he most a p p l i c a b l e . I n t h i s model, the b a s i c 
s o c i a l u n i t i s t h e c l a n , which i s formed out o f l o c a l 
domestic groups ( o r h o u s e h o l d s ) , and t o which the 
i n d i v i d u a l owes l o y a l t y and from which he d e r i v e s 
s t a t u s . C o m p e t i t i o n f o r rank i s played out a t the 
l e v e l o f the domestic group, b o t h w i t h i n and between 
c l a n s , and i n d i v i d u a l s who are the most s u c c e s s f u l a t 
f o r m i n g a l l i a n c e networks, t h r o u g h such mechanisms as 
g i f t - e x c h a n g e and m a r r i a g e , may e x e r t a u t h o r i t y as 
m e d i a t o r s or w a r - l e a d e r s . The changing p a t t e r n s o f 
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a l l i a n c e render t h i s k i n d o f s t a t u s e x t r emely u n s t a b l e , 
however, and the t r i b e as a whole i s not s u b j e c t t o 
permanent c e n t r a l i s e d a u t h o r i t y . Common a c t i o n i s 
e a s i e s t t o o r g a n i s e a t the lower l e v e l s ; a t t r i b a l 
l e v e l i t tends t o be concerned w i t h m a t t e r s such as 
r i t u a l , a n c e s t r y and a sense o f e t h n i c i d e n t i t y . There 
i s a t p r e s e n t i n s u f f i c i e n t d a ta t o t e s t whether such a 
system i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e s p a t i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n of 
s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e area; i t i s easy t o see, however, how 
i t m ight have come about through the g r a d u a l 
c o l o n i s a t i o n o f a s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d landscape, w i t h 
c l a n s d e v e l o p i n g as household groups were brought i n t o 
c l o s e r c o n t a c t and l a r g e r c o r p o r a t e groupings being 
formed as s e t t l e m e n t expanded and the p o p u l a t i o n r o s e . 

However one c h a r a c t e r i s e s B r i t i s h s o c i e t i e s 
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l l y on t h e eve o f the Roman i n v a s i o n i t 
i s p l a i n t h a t the Humber formed the approximate 
boundary between those "LPRIA" groups t o the south 
( c o i n - u s i n g peoples w i t h such o f f i c e s as m a g i s t r a c y and 
k i n g s h i p , and a s o c i a l h i e r a r c h y d e t e c t a b l e i n the 
s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n ) and the l o o s e r , l e s s s o c i a l l y 
developed t r i b a l groupings t o the n o r t h . These 
"genuine s o c i o l o g i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n s " (Haselgrove 1984, 
20) may l i e b e h i n d Caesar's d i v i s i o n o f the i s l a n d , 
c u l t u r a l l y , i n t o a pars m a r i t i m a and a pars i n t e r i o r 
(De B e l l o G a l l i c o Book V, t r a n s . Handford 1951, 135). 
Haselgrove notes (1984, 21) t h a t the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f 
such " t r i b a l " s o c i e t i e s i n t o expansive t r a d i n g networks 
o f t e n r e s u l t s i n the development o f more a b s o l u t e 
r a n k i n g o f i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n a s o c i e t y , and t h a t 
p o l i t i c a l c e n t r a l i s a t i o n i s s t i m u l a t e d i n response t o 
the demands t h a t p r o d u c t i o n f o r e x p o r t makes upon 
s o c i e t y . The presence o f a Roman p r o v i n c e south o f the 
Humber i n the g e n e r a t i o n b e f o r e £. A.D.71 o f f e r s 
p r e c i s e l y the k i n d o f s i t u a t i o n i n which such 
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developments may have o c c u r r e d . Haselgrove (1984, 21) 
sees Stanwick, w i t h i t s i m p o r t e d G a l l o - B e l g i c wares 
and o t h e r l u x u r i e s , as the " p h y s i c a l e x p r e s s i o n " o f 
j u s t such a process w i t h i n B r i g a n t i a , and a s s o c i a t e s i t 
w i t h the p o l i c i e s o f the philo-Roman Cartimandua. On 
t h i s view o f t h i n g s , the s i t e c o u l d have acted as a 
c o l l e c t i o n c e n t r e f o r commodities t o be exported t o the 
south i n r e t u r n f o r im p o r t e d p r e s t i g e goods and 
m i l i t a r y s u p p o r t o f Cartimandua's p o s i t i o n . I t i s 
most u n l i k e l y t h a t the sout h e r n p a r t o f East Y o r k s h i r e , 
separated from the Roman p r o v i n c e o n l y by the waters o f 
the Humber, would have remained u n a f f e c t e d by such 
dynamic developments. As I have suggested, t he n o r t h 
bank may a l r e a d y have been i n f l u e n c e d more by c o n t a c t 
w i t h t h e C o r i e l t a u v i than h i t h e r t o supposed. The s i t e 
a t R e d c l i f f / N o r t h F e r r i b y (G. 187) i s c r u c i a l f o r the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e e f f e c t o f the Roman power upon the 
p o p u l a t i o n o f East Y o r k s h i r e on the eve o f the 
conquest, and the s e r i e s o f ex c a v a t i o n s i n i t i a t e d t h e r e 
i n 1986 may be expected t o shed much l i g h t on the 
q u e s t i o n . F i r s t r e s u l t s suggest t h a t the s e t t l e m e n t ' s 
f l o r u i t spans t he decades A.D. 40-70, and t h a t i t s 
e x i s t e n c e a t t h a t p e r i o d i s i n t i m a t e l y l i n k e d w i t h the 
presence o f Roman armies south o f the Humber (Crowther 
and Didsbury 1988, 1 8 ) . I t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t a t t h i s 
p o i n t t o not e t h a t R e d c l i f f i s a d m i r a b l y s i t e d as an 
e x p o r t c e n t r e f o r commodities such as c a t t l e and 
s l a v e s , a l t h o u g h an a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the p o l i t i c a l 
mechanisms i n v o l v e d w i l l be dependent upon whether we 
can suggest where t he i m p o r t e d goods were going a f t e r 
a r r i v a l on the n o r t h bank ( i f , indeed, they were 
t r a v e l l i n g any f u r t h e r a t a l l ) . 

F i n a l l y , we must b r i e f l y c o n s i d e r the i d e n t i t y o f the 
i n h a b i t a n t s o f East Y o r k s h i r e a t the cl o s e o f the I r o n 
Age. The P a r i s i a re mentioned o n l y once i n a n t i q u i t y , 
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I n the Geography of Ptolemy of Alexandria, which may be 
dated to A.D. 140-150 (Rivet and Smith 1979, 103). 
Much of the i n f o r m a t i o n on which i t i s based, however, 
goes back t o e a r l i e r sources, and t h a t f o r northern 
B r i t a i n probably derives from the period of Agricola's 
governorship (Rivet and Smith 1979, 114). The B r i t i s h 
s e c t i o n o f the Geography consists of two d i s t i n c t 
p a r t s : a l i s t of n a t u r a l features around the coasts of 
B r i t a i n , followed by a l i s t of peoples together with 
the " c i t i e s " ( p o l e i s ) i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s . Entries i n 
each l i s t , which f o r convenience i n the f o l l o w i n g 
discussion w i l l be r e f e r r e d to as the "coastal" and 
" r e g i o n a l " l i s t s , are accompanied by l a t i t u d e s and 
longitudes. The P a r i s ! make t h e i r appearance i n the 
r e g i o n a l l i s t , and are described as being "next t o " the 
Brigantes and "beside the g u l f s u i t a b l e f o r a harbour", 
the only " c i t y " a t t r i b u t e d to them being Petuaria, i n 
c o n t r a s t to the nine " c i t i e s " of the Brigantes. ( I t 
should be borne i n mind that " c i t y " / p o l i s probably 
means l i t t l e more than "place w i t h a name" to Ptolemy -
Rivet and Smith 1979, 105). The bearings given f o r 
Petuaria and, i n the coastal l i s t , f o r the above-named 
g u l f , leave no doubt t h a t the P a r i s i are to be located 
i n Eastern Yorkshire, but the exact l i m i t s of t h e i r 
t e r r i t o r y and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to that of other named 
groups i n the area are more d i f f i c u l t to ascertain. 
Ptolemy normally proceeds from west to east i n the 
r e g i o n a l l i s t , and thus we seem to have a Parisian 
people which i s d i s t i n c t from a people c a l l e d the 
Brigantes on the west, and whose eastern border i s a 
c o a s t l i n e w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e n a t u r a l harbour. The 
f i r s t problem i s caused by the f a c t that Ptolemy has 
already s t a t e d , i n the same section, t h a t the Brigantes 
s t r e t c h from sea to sea; however, since t h i s need not 
have been the case everywhere i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r y , i t i s 
not perhaps a serious o b j e c t i o n . ( I t must also be 
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evaluated i n the l i g h t of the possible meaning of 
"Brigantes" noted below). The second problem i s more 
d i f f i c u l t t o resolve, and derives from the f a c t that 
the c oastal f e a t u r e which i s c a l l e d "the g u l f s u i t a b l e 
f o r a harbour" (Gk: eulimenos kolpos) has already-
appeared i n the coastal l i s t i n the s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t 
form " g u l f of the Gabrantovices s u i t a b l e f o r a harbour" 
(Gk: Gabrantouikon eulimenos ko l p o s ) , thus leaving us 
w i t h a t h i r d named ethnic group i n the area. I t should 
be noted t h a t Ptolemy's form of words i s d e s c r i p t i v e 
here and does not imply a place name a c t u a l l y i n use 
(Rivet and Smith 1979, 364), a f a c t which i s e n t i r e l y 
c onsistent w i t h an o r i g i n i n a coastal survey c a r r i e d 
out by Agricola's f l e e t , and one which i s obscured by 
Ramm's t r a n s l a t i o n of eulimenos kolpos as "Safe-haven 
Bay" (Ramm 1978,22). (His i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the bay 
w i t h B r i d l i n g t o n Bay, however, demands serious 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ) . How then, i s the matter to be 
resolved? The Gabrantovices have been claimed as a 
"sept" of both the Brigantes (Richmond 1954, 44) and 
the P a r i s i (Ramm 1978, 22), but without s t r i c t 
d e f i n i t i o n of terms l i k e "sept" i t i s d i f f i c u l t to know 
what t h i s might mean. At t h i s p o i n t , i t i s h e l p f u l to 
consider the di f f e r e n c e s between the coastal and the 
reg i o n a l l i s t s . The coastal l i s t i s almost unique i n 
the Geography since i t s concerns are e x c l u s i v e l y 
geographical and i t does not l i s t , as i s the case i n 
sections dealing w i t h other provinces, coastal peoples 
and t h e i r p o l e i s i n t e r a l i a ; i n the B r i t i s h section 
t h i s i s e x c l u s i v e l y the prerogative of the regional 
l i s t . A small number of ethnic names does, however, 
appear i n the coastal l i s t i n the form "x + y" (or "y + 
x") where x = the name of a n a t u r a l feature (bay, 
promontory e t c . ) and y = the name of a people i n the 
g e n i t i v e case. There are s i x such names, but one of 
them, Gagganon arcon/Ganganorum promontorium, may be 
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excluded f o r reasons which need not detain us here. (v. 
Rivet and Smith 1979, 365). The remaining f i v e r e l a t e 
to the " t r i b e s " of the Dumnonii, Novantae, Taezali, 
S e t a n t i i and Gabrantovices. Of these t r i b e s , only the 
Gabrantovices and the S e t a n t i i do not re-appear i n the 
re g i o n a l l i s t w i t h p o l e i s a t t r i b u t e d to them. Since 
Setantion limen/Setantiorum portus may have been a 
s h o r t - l i v e d establishment (Rivet and Smith 1979, 457) 
i t need occasion no surprise that i t does not get 
l i s t e d again as a p o l l s , and that the name of an ethnic 
group l i v i n g on the Lancashire coast around the A.D. 
80s thus gets " l o s t " i n the reg i o n a l l i s t . The case of 
Gabrantouikon eulimenos kolpos, however, i s somewhat 
d i f f e r e n t , i n tha t although the feature described i n 
the coastal l i s t re-appears i n the regional l i s t as an 
aid to d e f i n i n g the t e r r i t o r y occupied by the P a r i s i , 
i t does so without the ethnic component, a f a c t the 
importance of which seems generally to have been 
ignored. I t w i l l be h e l p f u l here to consider the date 
and nature of the inf o r m a t i o n i n the region a l l i s t . 
Rivet and Smith (1979, 114) have shewn that much of the 
inf o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to Northern B r i t a i n i s to be 
regarded as Agricolan i n date and was probably mediated 
to Ptolemy by Marinus of Tyre (£. A.D.100), though 
Ptolemy may have made minor a l t e r a t i o n s to i t . I t i s 
c e r t a i n l y the case th a t the legionary d i s p o s i t i o n s 
recorded by Ptolemy are Hadrianic and i t should also 
be noted t h a t the t r i b e s of England and Wales to whom 
Ptolemy c r e d i t s p o l e i s correspond ( w i t h the a d d i t i o n of 
the Ordovices, and bearing i n mind th a t there i s no 
d e f i n i t i v e proof of the existence of a c i v i t a s 
Parislorum) to the c i v i t a t e s of early-mid Hadrianic 
B r i t a i n . I t i s suggested here t h a t one of the "minor 
emendations" which Ptolemy might have made to e a r l i e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s the d e l i b e r a t e d e l e t i o n of the ethnic 
component of Gabrantouikon eulimenos kolpos when he 
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compiled the r e g i o n a l l i s t , since i t s i n c l u s i o n would 
have meant the r e c o g n i t i o n , unique i n the regional 
l i s t , of an ethnic group to whom he could assign no 
p o l e i s and which was not a c o n s t i t u t e d c i v i t a s . 

Both the S e t a n t i i and the Gabrantovices, then, are 
evidenced as named ethnic groups of the l a t e r f i r s t 
century A.D., some seventy years or so before the date 
at which parts of the nor t h are conventionally held to 
have been "organised" i n t o the two c i v i t a t e s of the 
Brigantes and the P a r i s i . (A t h i r d group may be the 
*Delgovices, an ethnicon which i s apparently implied by 
the place-name Delgovicia i n the Antonine I t i n e r a r y . 
I f so, i t i s presumably the name of a small d i v i s i o n 
w i t h i n a l a r g e r ethnic u n i t - v. Rivet and Smith 1979, 
331-332. There i s , of course, no means of knowing at 
what date the *Delgovices may have existed as a named 
group). I f i t i s the case, as Rivet and Smith (1979, 
279) suggest, th a t the name Brigantes, which i s common 
throughout Europe, i s b e t t e r i n t e r p r e t e d as "upland 
people" r a t h e r than "high ones, mighty ones" (Jackson 
1970, 75), then i t may simply be the c o l l e c t i v e name 
given by outsiders to a v a r i e t y of named groups i n the 
highlands of northern England (Haselgrove 1984, 22). 
On t h i s view, the coastal Gabrantovices and S e t a n t i i 
could be two c o n s t i t u e n t groups whose names were 
a c c i d e n t a l l y preserved i n a m i l i t a r y survey, and i t i s 
conceivable, at l e a s t , t h a t the P a r i s i might have been 
regarded as "Brigantes", though possibly s u f f i c i e n t l y 
d i s t i n c t i v e to warrant l a t e r organisation i n t o a 
c i v i t a s of t h e i r own. A l t e r n a t i v e l y , since S e t a n t i i , 
Gabrantovices and P a r i s i a l i k e a l l inhabited the 
coastal lowlands of northern England i t may be that 
they are indeed to be di s t i n g u i s h e d from groups c a l l e d 
"Brigantes". 
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Ramm (1978, 21), i n the same form of words as C h a l l i s 
and Harding (1975, 187), states t h a t the equation of 
Ptolemy's P a r i s i w i t h the p r a c t i t i o n e r s of the Ir o n Age 
square-barrow b u r i a l r i t e i n East Yorkshire has been 
argued and accepted by Stead (1965, 78-80). The case 
remains a t t r a c t i v e , but i t should be noted t h a t i n 
Stead's more recent work (1979, 93) he i s decidedly 
more cautious about the l i n k , as also about the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between the Yorkshire P a r i s i and the 
Gaulish P a r i s i i which, although the names are 
ety m o l o g i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l (Rivet and Smith 1979, 436), 
he now regards as incapable of proof. I t should not be 
f o r g o t t e n t h a t , while we may suspect that the 
Gabrantovices were i n existence i n the A.D. 80s, and 
have f i r s t - c e n t u r y l i t e r a r y references to the Brigantes 
i n Tacitus and Seneca, a l l we can l e g i t i m a t e l y deduce 
from Ptolemy about the P a r i s i i s that they had s e t t l e d 
on the n o r t h bank of the Humber by the raid-second 
century A.D. 

I n conclusion, then, we note the evidence f o r the 
existence e a r l y i n the Roman period of various 
presumably small ethnic groups i n northern England, 
whether "clans", "septs" or " t r i b e s " , who may l a t e r 
have been subsumed by the c i v i t a t e s of the Brigantes 
and P a r i s i . This would be consistent w i t h the 
s o c i o l o g i c a l model, proposed by Haselgrove, of a 
decen t r a l i s e d t r i b a l s o c i e t y , and some of these names 
may belong at the "clan" l e v e l i n h i s system. 
C e r i a l i s ' s experience w i t h the Brigantes seems to 
i n d i c a t e "the piecemeal reduction of a series of 
groups, each w i t h t h e i r separate i d e n t i t i e s " 
(Haselgrove 1984, 22) and t h i s , as w e l l as the assumed 
lack of resistance on the part of the P a r i s i , may be a 
f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of decentralised s o c i a l formations. 

- 67 -



Notes 

1. The name Petuaria means " f o u r t h " (Rivet and Smith 
1979, 437-438), and i t i s now almost de rigueur 
to i n f e r from t h i s that the P a r i s i were divided 
i n t o four pagi l i k e some other C e l t i c t r i b e s (the 
Gaulish P e t r u c o r i i are o f t e n c i t e d , but we may 
also note the H e l v e t i i - Caesar, De Bello 
G a l l i c o , I I , 1 ) . Ramm (1978, 23-24) has pointed 
to concentrations of square barrows i n the Riding 
which may correspond to three of these d i v i s i o n s ; 
the lack of a s i m i l a r emphasis around Brough i s 
explained by the assumption th a t these estuarine 
lands were being colonised l a t e i n the I r o n Age 
and would n a t u r a l l y not be as st r o n g l y i n d i c a t e d 
by the square barrow d i s t r i b u t i o n as other areas. 
The suggestion i s a t t r a c t i v e , but, i n view of 
our f i n a l i n a b i l i t y to i d e n t i f y the P a r i s i as the 
b u i l d e r s of the square barrows, already 
discussed, i t should not, perhaps, be given too 
much weight. Even Ramm had to admit t h a t the 
name "the f o u r t h " i s a s i n g u l a r l y unimaginative 
name, and one i s forced to wonder whether or not 
i t was o r i g i n a l l y possessed of some q u i t e prosaic 
s i g n i f i c a n c e not now recoverable by us. 

2. Jackson (1948) i n t e r p r e t e d "Gabrantovices" as 
meaning "h o r s e - r i d i n g f i g h t e r s " , a f a c t which has 
led to various speculations about the nature of 
the t r i b e and i t s economy (e_.£. Bradley 1978, 
38). We should rather f o l l o w Rivet and Smith 
(1979, 363-364) i n seeing a meaning " k i d ( i . e . . 
young goat) f i g h t e r s " , w i t h emblematic or totemic 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . Similar overtones may attach to 
the *Delgovices, who are probably "thorn-
f i g h t e r s " (Rivet and Smith 1979, 331-332). There 

- 68 -



i s no j u s t i f i c a t i o n at a l l f o r Ramm's 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of both these names as " i r o n i c i n 
i n t e n t i o n " (Ramm 1978, 23-24). 

2.3 Evidence f o r I r o n Age settlement i n the study 
area 

2.3.1 A e r i a l photographic evidence 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g l a t e I r o n Age from 
Romano-British s i t e s on morphological grounds have 
already been noted (2.2.1, above). However, c e r t a i n 
categories of AP feature enable us to discern, i f not 
the d e nsity, at l e a s t the extent of I r o n Age settlement 
by the time of the Roman Conquest. A d d i t i o n a l evidence 
from excavated and non-AP derived s i t e s (2.3.2), and 
from m a t e r i a l f i n d s (2.3.3), allows us to gauge w i t h 
some confidence the range of landscapes being e x p l o i t e d 
by the f i r s t century A.D. 

The key i n d i c a t o r i s the square-ditched barrow. There 
are groups of square barrows at four l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n 
the study area (G.2, 21, 152, 166). With the exception 
of the cemetery i n Swine pa r i s h (G.152), which w i t h 30+ 
barrows i s the l a r g e s t group i n the study area, they 
l i e to the west of the River H u l l . On f i g . 2.1, these 
western barrows are shewn i n r e l a t i o n to d r i f t geology. 
For the sake of completeness, important groups of 
barrows to the west and north of the study area are 
also p l o t t e d , as are two s i t e s (G.169 and G.170) where 
apparently funerary r i n g - d i t c h e s seem to be included i n 
lA/RB-type cropmark complexes, since I r o n Age round-
d i t c h barrows are common i n East Yorkshire and occur 
alongside square-ditched barrows i n the same cemeteries 
( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 167). 
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The d i s t r i b u t i o n shewn i n f i g . 2.1 allows c e r t a i n 
observations to be made regarding the nature and 
chronology of I r o n Age settlement i n the study area. 
Before proceeding to t h i s , however, two points must be 
noted: 

1. F ig. 2.1 shews only funerary features. These 
are g e n e r a l l y (G.17 i s an i s o l a t e d barrow and 
Scorborough a large cemetery) parts of complex 
cropmark areas. Adjacent settlements not 
e x h i b i t i n g funerary elements, and which can 
only be a t t r i b u t e d to the "lA and/or RB" 
periods, are not mapped. The p i c t u r e of 
"settlement" afforded i s thus possibly a 
d i s t o r t e d , and c e r t a i n l y a m i n i m a l i s t , one, 
concentrating, moreover, on a a class of 
featu r e which spanned some four centuries. I t s 
value inheres l a r g e l y , as suggested above, i n 
i t s i n d i c a t i o n of the v a r i e t y of landscapes i n 
which I r o n Age peoples had operated by the 
close of the period. Undated settlement 
complexes not mapped here are shewn on a l a t e r 
f i g u r e (Chapter 3, f i g . 3.1), and t h i s should 
be consulted w i t h the p o s s i b i l i t y that many 
s i t e s shewn on i t are of pre-Roman I r o n Age 
o r i g i n borne f i r m l y i n mind. 

2. The d i s t r i b u t i o n of square-ditched barrows 
shewn i n f i g . 2.1 i s based upon information i n 
Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, which i t s e l f derives 
from Loughlin's i n s p e c t i o n , i n 1975-6, of APs 
i n the major c o l l e c t i o n s up to 1974 (Loughlin 
and M i l l e r 1979, 20). Where the author has 
been able to check the same sources as Loughlin 
(.i.e. i n the p r i n t s held by the NMR at Fortress 
House) h i s work seems q u i t e comprehensively 
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accurate, and, as already remarked (1.4.3, 
above), l i t t l e m a t e r i a l seems to have entered 
the c o l l e c t i o n since h i s perusal. The 
d i s t r i b u t i o n here p l o t t e d seems e s s e n t i a l l y 
Similar t o that published by Ramm (1976, 61, 
f i g . ; 1978, 15, f i g . 4) though there appear to 
be c e r t a i n d i f f e r e n c e s , notably the f a c t that 
Ramm marks a group of 10+ square barrows j u s t 
n o rth of the Humber shore s l i g h t l y t o the west 
of the study area. Since the author has not 
been allowed access to RCHM records at York 
t h i s can not be checked f u r t h e r . I t remains 
c l e a r , however, t h a t , on present evidence, the 
study area i s l a r g e l y devoid of barrows i n 
comparison w i t h areas to the n o r t h and west and 
tha t i n t h i s , as i n so much else, i t i s to be 
reckoned w i t h southern Holderness east of the 
River H u l l , an area i n which, as Ramm points 
out (1978, 14-15), the paucity of barrows may 
not be due s o l e l y to the u n s u i t a b i l i t y of 
boulder clay as a cropmark agent. A number of 
cropmarks of lA/RB settlement s i t e s i n the 
study area south of National Grid northing 
SE/TA 36, compared w i t h the absence of square-
ditched barrows, appears to confirm t h i s . 
Raram's suggestion (1978, 24) that some of these 
southern areas were being r e s e t t l e d by the 
P a r i s i l a t e i n the period i s a t t r a c t i v e , but 
the p o s s i b i l i t y that they d i d not form part of 
the " t e r r i t o r y " of the square barrow b u i l d e r s 
should not be overlooked. 

The most important point to be noted about the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n shewn on f i g . 2.1 i s immediately apparent, 
namely the tendency f o r square barrows to be s i t e d 
along the i n t e r f a c e between the chalk and the d r i f t , 
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and/or i n close p r o x i m i t y to tongues and islands of 
f l u v i o - g l a c i a l gravels. I n t h i s , they exemplify a 
p a t t e r n of settlement already noted as c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the Riding as a whole ( s e c t i o n 2.2.3, above). The 
precise r e l a t i o n s h i p of mortuary to settlement areas 
i s l i k e l y to prove of i n t e r e s t when much f u r t h e r work 
has taken place, and i t should be borne i n mind that 
some b u r i a l s may have been located at s o c i a l 
boundaries, as may have been the case i n some parts of 
England i n the pagan Saxon period (Bonney 1966, Bonney 
1972). I n view of the current lack of surface-
f i e l d w o r k on AP-derived s i t e s along the edge of the 
chalk there i s i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence of contemporaneity 
to allow the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the n o t i o n a l t e r r i t o r i e s 
of these settlements, by means of Thiessen polygons f o r 
example ( c f . E l l i s o n and Harris 1972), but i t seems 
reasonable to assume that each was organised to command 
areas of both chalk and d r i f t , w i t h t h e i r d i f f e r i n g 
resources and p o t e n t i a l , as w e l l as w i t h regard to the 
easier a v a i l a b i l i t y of water along t h i s seepage zone 
from the chalk ( s e c t i o n 1.3, above). Gravel tongues i n 
the SW-NE aligned dry v a l l e y s are a physical l i n k 
between the chalk and the clay which would presumably 
have f a c i l i t a t e d i n c o r p o r a t i o n of these resources 
w i t h i n a settlement's t e r r i t o r y , and which may have 
acted as socio-economic l i n k s between communities i n 
the two areas. 

Some ideas of the ways i n which land-use may have been 
r e l a t e d to surface geology can be gained from l a t e r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e i n the region, though caution 
must c l e a r l y be exercised here; at no period f o r which 
we have i n f o r m a t i o n has a g r i c u l t u r e along the Wold 
edges conformed to a uniform p a t t e r n ; l o c a l conditions 
have always played an important determining r o l e and i t 
i s l i k e l y t h a t they d i d so i n the I r o n Age as w e l l . 
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With t h i s i n mind, however, i t i s clear t h a t , u n t i l the 
advent of modern a g r i c u l t u r a l methods i n the eighteenth 
century, the d i f f e r e n c e between the chalk and the d r i f t 
was e s s e n t i a l l y a pastoral/arable one (Waites 1968, 
H a r r i s 1959). The Wolds themselves were e s s e n t i a l l y 
sheepwalks, and though arable a g r i c u l t u r e might have a 
place on the chalk i t was both l o c a l i s e d and 
i n t e r m i t t e n t . The mixed farming associated w i t h the 
monastic granges of the t h i r t e e n t h - and f o u r t e e n t h -
centuries (Waites 1968) featured a large arable 
component i n places but t h i s was made f e a s i b l e by both 
the c l i m a t i c optimum of the time and the organisational 
resources t h a t the monasteries could b r i n g to bear, the 
granges, i n f a c t , a n t i c i p a t i n g the dispersed farmsteads 
of the Wolds today. Where an i n f i e l d - o u t f i e l d system 
operated before enclosure the o u t f i e l d would tend to 
l i e on the chalk and be put to arable use possibly only 
one year i n ten or twenty, afterwards being allowed to 
f a l l back to pasture ( H a r r i s 1959, 6-7). I n general, 
t i l l a g e before the modern period was concentrated on 
the d r i f t clays; although i t also had a place i n some 
of the dry v a l l e y s t h i s was u s u a l l y where g l a c i a l 
m a t e r i a l was present; i n others, the gravel i s covered 
w i t h such a t h i n l ayer of s o i l t h a t arable a g r i c u l t u r e 
was impracticable (Waites 1968, 137). 

Moving away from the f o o t of the Wolds, i t i s apparent 
from f i g . 2.1 t h a t by the close of the f i r s t millennium 
B.C. I r o n Age populations were u t i l i s i n g the mixed 
clay , gravel and a l l u v i a l t e r r a i n west of the River 
H u l l . U n f ortunately, inference from the square barrow 
d i s t r i b u t i o n about e i t h e r the chronology of t h i s 
settlement, or the r e l a t i o n of b u r i a l to domestic and 
food-producing areas i s d i f f i c u l t . Known square 
barrows i n , and on the f r i n g e s o f , the study area tend 
to occur i n ones and twos f o r the most p a r t , and west 
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of the r i v e r only the large grouping at Scorborough 
c o n s t i t u t e s a cemetery. This applies equally both on 
and away from the chalk, and while i t could be argued 
tha t small groups of barrows along the chalk-clay 
i n t e r f a c e might represent a r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y stage of 
the b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n , before the r i t e had spread from 
selected i n d i v i d u a l s to the whole adult community ( c f . 
Stead 1979, 92), s i m i l a r small groupings on the d r i f t 
might equally w e l l be seen as r e f l e c t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s 
of small groups of " c o l o n i s t s " engaged i n woodland 
clearance towards the end of the b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n . 
Associated f e a t u r e s , i n those cases where the barrows 
are p a r t of complex cropmark areas, are not such as to 
a f f o r d clear i n d i c a t i o n s of date. Stead's excavations 
at Scorborough (v. Gazetteer, sub Leconfield) produced 
a l i t t l e m a t e r i a l of ambiguous date ( t h i s section, 
below), and horse equipment from Greenwell's excavation 
of a c a r t - b u r i a l i n a round barrow i n the Beverley 
Westwood group (G.2) can not be dated (Stead 1979, 50); 
c a r t - b u r i a l s themselves may w e l l occur throughout the 
b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n (Stead 1984, and John Dent 
pers.comm.). 

Similar d i f f i c u l t i e s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n attend the 
question of s p a t i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n . A l l the s i t e s on 
f i g . 2.1 are p l o t t e d from Loughlin and M i l l e r ' s s i x -
f i g u r e reference denoting the "centre" of each s i t e . 
On the chalk, t h i s allows us only to observe that 
settlement tends to be s i t e d on the Wold slopes 
overlooking dry gravel v a l l e y s (though i n the case of 
G.35 the settlement appears to be centred on the v a l l e y 
f l o o r ) ; when accurate p l o t s of such s i t e s have been 
published, surface f i e l d w o r k combined w i t h d e t a i l e d 
analysis of a l t i t u d e , aspect and so i l - t y p e s i n 
d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the s i t e may allow a b e t t e r 
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a p p r e c i a t i o n of the organisation of s p a t i a l resources 
to be made. 

are Away from the chalk, only G.169, G.170 and G.2 
c l o s e l y associated w i t h s e t t l e m e n t / a g r i c u l t u r a l 
cropmarks. Those barrows l y i n g j u s t outside the study 
area, i n the north-eastern sector of f i g . 2.1, 
i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f i c u l t i e s of i n t e r p r e t i n g settlement 
i n t h i s area of complex f l u v i o - g l a c i a l surface geology 
from b u r i a l features alone ( f i g . 2.2). The Scorborough 
cemetery of some 120 barrows (Stead 1975; but c. 170 
according to Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 30) i s s i t u a t e d 
on a promontory of clay approximately 1 km wide between 
a l l u v i a l channels occupied today by the E l l a Dyke and 
Scorborough Beck, streams d r a i n i n g eastwards i n t o the 
H u l l o f f the dip-slope clays. The s i t e l i e s between 
6.2m and 9.8m AOD, and even today i s susceptible to 
waterlogging (Stead 1975, 3 ) . The other barrows i n the 
v i c i n i t y , i n c l u d i n g the cemetery's " o u t l i e r " i n 
Le c o n f i e l d p a r i s h excavated by Stead (1975, 8-9), a l l 
l i e at the i n t e r f a c e of two surface geologies, whether 
t h a t between clay and gravel (LFD on f i g 2.1), or 
between clay and alluvii^m (G.118, G.119 and the un
numbered barrow l y i n g to the south of them on f i g s 2.1 
and 2.2). The p o s i t i o n of these l a t t e r barrows might 
suggest the pushing of b u r i a l areas to the very edge of 
i n h a b i t a b l e land, and tha t they date from a period when 
t r a c t s of clay l i k e t h a t i n Lockington parish (LKN on 
f i g . 2.1), which may l i t e r a l l y have been an i s l a n d i n 
the marshes, were supporting a growing population and 
being e x p l o i t e d to the f u l l . The two barrows of G.119, 
i n f a c t , appear to be placed on the alluvium i t s e l f , 
and, whatever the precise conditions obtaining when 
they were b u i l t , the s i t e must always have been very 
wet. As l a t e as 1570 the carr-lands i n Leconfield 
p a r i s h were described as a "great fenne", and, although 
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they could be used f o r pasturing c a t t l e " i n dry yeres", 
the E a r l of Northumberland had such p r o f i t from t h e i r 
swans, w i l d f o w l and f i s h that he could a f f o r d to redeem 
h i s tenants' r i g h t of pasture f o r the sum of 14s 4d a 
year, as w e l l as to pay each of four keepers 3s 4d 
annually f o r overseeing the t r a c t ("Humberstone's 
Survey", PRO E 164/37/249, quoted i n J. A. Sheppard 
1956, 124). There i s no reason to suppose that faunal 
resources i n the wetlands would have been any less r i c h 
i n the I r o n Age, though to what extent they were 
e x p l o i t e d can at present only be imagined. I f , as i t 
i s reasonable to suppose, the settlement to which 
barrows G.118 and G.119 "belonged" was s i t e d on the 
cl a y , then f i s h i n g , w i l d f o w l i n g , and seasonal pasture 
i n the l o w - l y i n g carrlands could have supplemented a 
mixed a g r i c u l t u r e on the i s l a n d of d r i f t i t s e l f . This 
" i s l a n d " has an approximate area (established by p o i n t -
a n a l y s i s ) of 130 hectares (321 acres) and i n modern 
times has contained a si n g l e farm, s i t e d j u s t to the 
no r t h of the barrows. (Some 9 hectares of the clay at 
the northern end i s occupied by woodland). I t i s 
d i f f i c u l t to gauge what l e v e l of population t h i s i s l a n d 
could have supported i n I r o n Age times but we may note 
Proudfoot's c a l c u l a t i o n t h a t r a t h - d w e l l i n g groups i n 
mediaeval I r e l a n d , p r a c t i s i n g an apparently mixed 
a g r i c u l t u r e w i t h c a t t l e predominating on the pastoral 
side, i n damp and p a r t i a l l y f orested lowlands, would 
have needed to e x p l o i t the resources of £. 24 hectares 
(60 acres) to support a f a m i l y group of three adults 
and f i v e c h i l d r e n (Proudfoot 1961). Taking t h i s as the 
most approximate of guides only, we may imagine the 
Lockington clay i s l a n d supporting up to h a l f a dozen 
such domestic groups; again, i f the i s o l a t e d barrow i n 
Lec o n f i e l d p a r i s h excavated by Stead belonged to a 
settlement on the adjacent gravel area of some 19 
hectares (47 acres) then perhaps we are looking at an 
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i s o l a t e d b u r i a l belonging to a sin g l e domestic group. 
Such c a l c u l a t i o n s are i n h e r e n t l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y but 
they may serve to point to the order of population 
l e v e l t h a t these wet lowland landscapes may have 
Supported. The Scorborough cemetery i t s e l f , w i t h c. 
120 barrows occupying about 3 hectares or 7.5 acres 
(Stead 1975, 1) need not have served a large 
p o p u l a t i o n , since Dent has ca l c u l a t e d a population of 
only 65 ̂  20 i n d i v i d u a l s f o r the settlement using the 
Wetwang Slack cemetery of some 450 graves (Dent 1982). 
Without knowing i t s date, the dur a t i o n of i t s use, and 
i t s catchment area ( c f . C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 
173) there i s l i t t l e more that can be said: i f i t 
served a nucleated settlement over any length of time 
there i s no need f o r t h a t settlement to have consisted 
of many domestic groups. I t could equally w e l l have 
served a number of dispersed farmsteads i n a l a t e phase 
of clearance of the clays, and i n e i t h e r case i t s 
s i t u a t i o n close to the E l l a Beck may have been 
determined as much by the r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
water as by i t s p r o x i m i t y , or otherwise, to the 
communities which i t served ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, 
i , 172). I t may be noted here t h a t Powlesland points 
to the use of a number of s l i g h t l y raised gravel 
i s l a n d s i n the Vale of Pickering wetlands f o r the 
co n s t r u c t i o n of Arras c u l t u r e square barrow cemeteries, 
and speculates t h a t t h e i r l o c a t i o n may be determined by 
a "w a t e r - c u l t " since there i s apparently no i n d i c a t i o n 
of associated settlement (Powlesland 1988, 106). 
Unfortunately, there i s l i t t l e d a t i n g evidence f o r the 
Scorborough cemetery, though i n view of i t s size and 
i t s p o s i t i o n w e l l away from the f o o t of the Wolds i t 
would con v e n t i o n a l l y be regarded as f i t t i n g l a t e r 
r a t h e r than e a r l i e r i n t o the b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n . Pottery 
from shallow features on the northern edge of the 
cemetery has been compared by Stead (1975, 9 and f i g s . 2 
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and 5) t o m a t e r i a l from Danes Graves and Burton 
Fleming, and the b u r i a l r i t e also compares c l o s e l y w i t h 
t h a t used at those cemeteries, l^.e. contracted and 
or i e n t e d north-south. ( I t should be noted, however, 
that the l a t e s t b u r i a l s at Burton Fleming are 
apparently extended east-west examples - C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975, i , 168). 

The l a r g e s t group of barrows i n the study area i t s e l f , 
and the only group east of the River H u l l , l i e s i n 
Swine p a r i s h (G.152 and f i g . 2,3). I t has c e r t a i n 
features i n common w i t h Scorborough, notably i t s 
r i p a r i a n s i t i n g , on the north bank of the Lambwath 
Stream, and i t s c l o s e l y grouped small barrows. These 
include at l e a s t one round-ditched barrow, and i t i s 
worth n o t i n g t h a t the evidence of h o r i z o n t a l 
s t r a t i g r a p h y at Burton Fleming, Boythorpe and Grindale, 
where round-ditched barrows appear to have been f i t t e d 
i n t o an e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n of square-ditched barrows, 
suggests t h a t these forms are " l a t e r rather than 
e a r l i e r " ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i . 168). The small 
size of the barrows at Swine, and t h e i r close grouping, 
might also suggest a l a t e date and, though t h i s i n 
i t s e l f need mean nothing more than " a f t e r 200 B.C.", 
the s i t e ' s p o s i t i o n on the edge of the square barrow 
d i s t r i b u t i o n as the l a r g e s t and most e a s t e r l y group i n 
southern and c e n t r a l Holderness might j u s t i f y us i n 
a s c r i b i n g i t to a period of expansion deep i n t o the 
clay and a l l u v i a l areas, possibly as l a t e as the f i r s t -
century B.C. Unlike Scorborough, there are associated 
settlement features both here and close by (G.151) 
which include a trackway, f i e l d - d i t c h e s , and a l i n e a r 
d i t c h w i t h possible enclosures ( f i g = 2.3). 

The Lambwath Stream i s one of the main n a t u r a l drainage 
channels of southern Holderness, f l o w i n g westwards from 
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behind the North Sea coastal rim to j o i n the River 
H u l l . The wider c e n t r a l and e a s t e r l y part of i t s 
v a l l e y was probably on open mere, the Lambwath Mere, i n 
e a r l y mediaeval times (Sheppard, J.A., 1956, 72ff and 
f i g . 16) and the two s i t e s under discussion here, 
though w e l l to the west of t h i s mere, are s i t e d where 
there i s a l o c a l i s e d broadening of the a l l u v i a l t r a c t 
before the stream cuts through a north-south band of 
clay then leaves i t s w e l l - d e f i n e d course to t u r n south 
and d r a i n the eastern part of the lower H u l l v a l l e y . 
The a l l u v i a l areas here i n the I r o n Age may w e l l have 
been i n a s i m i l a r c o n d i t i o n to the Leconfield "fenne" 
i n the s i x t e e n t h century, and i t i s possible that the 
north-south area of alluvium on the edge of which the 
cemetery and settlement complex stands was i n f a c t a 
small lake. There i s some suggestion, then, that both 
the two Lambwath s i t e s , and the assumed settlements 
connected w i t h G.118 and G.119 i n Lockington p a r i s h , 
but e s p e c i a l l y the former, may have been s i t e d to take 
advantage of the faunal and other resources of the 
carrlands as w e l l as those afforded by t h e i r clay 
h i n t e r l a n d s . The example of the Larabwath settlement 
complex and the l a t e lA s i t e a t Chapel Farm, Weel, i n 
Tic k t o n p a r i s h (G.159 and sec t i o n 2.3.2.2, below), as 
w e l l as those s i t e s to the nor t h already discussed, 
suggests t h a t there i s no reason why other s i t e s should 
not e x i s t i n s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n s on the clay/c a r r l a n d 
margin w i t h i n the study area, though not revealed by 
a e r i a l photography. I t w i l l be a great shame i f 
excavation of square-ditched barrows i n the region 
continues to be r e s t r i c t e d to examples on the chalk, 
w i t h a f u r t h e r bias towards those calculated to y i e l d 
p r e s t i g e items f o r museum d i s p l a y . There i s a cryi n g 
need f o r the excavation of lowland examples on the 
f r i n g e of the d i s t r i b u t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y of examples l i k e 
those at Lambwath where waterlogged conditions should 

- 79 -



have ensured e x c e l l e n t preservation of many classes of 
evidence. 

Even the l i m i t e d survey of I r o n Age settlement here 
attempted, dependent as i t i s upon a e r i a l photographs 
of one class of funerary f e a t u r e , i n d i c a t e s that there 
was no combination of surface geologies, w i t h the 
possible exception of the sea-affected marsh i n the 
south of the v a l l e y , which had not a t t r a c t e d settlement 
by the beginning of the Roman period. (See, f u r t h e r , 
sections 2.3.2 and 2.3.3. below). C h a l l i s and 
Harding's statement (1975, i , 172) t h a t examples of 
square barrows t o the east of the d i s t r i b u t i o n are 
o f t e n on gravel and r a r e l y on boulder clay, while i t 
may be s t a t i s t i c a l l y t r u e , w i l l give a misleading 
impression i f i t closes our eyes to the precise 
p o s i t i o n i n g of some of these barrows on the d r i f t . 
S i t i n g on clay i n r e l a t i o n to wetland resources may 
have been as a t t r a c t i v e f o r some groups as s i t i n g on 
well - d r a i n e d gravel i n r e l a t i o n to clayland ones. 
Equally misleading, i n r e l a t i o n to the western part of 
the study area, i s Stead's hyperbole i n s t a t i n g t h a t , 
"there cannot be a par i s h on or a d j o i n i n g the Wolds 
without i t s square barrows, and i n some areas one looks 
w i t h d i s b e l i e f at f i e l d s which apparently lack them" 
(Stead 1979, 29). The southern extremity of the Wolds 
i s notably d e f i c i e n t i n square barrows, and the study 
area i t s e l f could almost be regarded as being outside 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

U n fortunately, there i s almost no evidence which w i l l 
allow us to compare, i n chronological terms, examples 
of the square barrow b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n on the chalk w i t h 
those on the clays. Nor can i t be assumed that any 
dat i n g of the d r i f t examples, even when a r r i v e d a t , 
w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t the date of the f i r s t movement 
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of I r o n Age peoples i n t o such landscapes, since i t may 
have been the funerary r i t e i t s e l f which "colonised" 
the clays r a t h e r than actual population groups from 
f u r t h e r west. The probable r i n g - d i t c h b u r i a l s i n 
Walkington p a r i s h (G.169 and G.170, f i g . 2.1) which are 
on clay close to the edge of the chalk may, as already 
noted, be r e l a t i v e l y " l a t e " , though t h i s need not mean 
any more than " a f t e r 200 B.C.", as C h a l l i s and Harding 
observe (1975, i , 168). Among the seven r i n g - d i t c h 
b u r i a l s found i n the Burton Fleming cemetery there was 
a s l i g h t bias i n favour of east-west graves over n o r t h -
south ones; although the evidence i s inconclusive, i t 
i s possible th a t the d i f f e r e n c e between the two 
o r i e n t a t i o n s at Burton Fleming i s chronological, and, 
i f so, then the east-west r i t e i s the l a t e r , the only 
La Tene I I I brooch from the cemetery having been found 
i n the only east-west b u r i a l containing a brooch (Stead 
1979, 14-15). 

Whatever the date of the Walkington r i n g - d i t c h e s , i t i s 
clea r t h a t I r o n Age a r t e f a c t u a l c u l t u r e had made an 
e a r l y appearance i n t h i s area of the southern Wolds, 
the e a r l i e s t I r o n Age m a t e r i a l from the study area 
being H a l l s t a t t - t y p e finger-ornamented p o t t e r y from a 
s i t e on the chalk only 4.5 kms to the west (G,162). 
The only excavated barrows i n the study area, both of 
them round types, were dug by Canon Greenwell i n 1875 
(G.2); one of them contained a dismantled c a r t - b u r i a l , 
i t s i r o n c o n s t i t u e n t s i n very poor c o n d i t i o n . Stead's 
discussion of c a r t b u r i a l s i n Western Europe (1979, 
2 0 f f ) makes i t clear t h a t , while the great m a j o r i t y of 
them dates to La Tene I , w i t h a few La Tene I I 
examples, they re-appear i n some areas i n La Tene I I I . 
Without c l e a r l y datable grave-goods there i s thus no 
way of a l l o c a t i n g the Beverley Westwood example a 
chronological place w i t h i n the b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n , the 
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s i t u a t i o n being f u r t h e r complicated by the f a c t that 
dismantled c a r t s , a common Yorkshire r i t e , can not be 
matched i n La Tene contexts on the Continent. (See 
f u r t h e r s e c t i o n 2.3.2, below). Most of the small 
number of I r o n Age a r t e f a c t s from the study area can be 
assigned a f a i r l y l a t e date (see section 2.3.3, below); 
u n t i l f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k has been c a r r i e d out i n the 
study area we must be content to echo Haselgrove's 
conclusions i n regard to settlement east of the chalk, 
i.e., t h a t whenever " c o l o n i s a t i o n " s t a r t e d , i t i s 
l i k e l y t o have been at i t s most intense i n the f i r s t 
c e n t uries B.C. and A.D. (Haselgrove 1984, 19). 

I f square-ditched barrows are the only AP features i n 
the study area which can be claimed w i t h c e r t a i n t y as 
I r o n Age, there are other classes of feature which, by 
as s o c i a t i o n w i t h square barrows or comparison w i t h 
examples outside the study area, may often be suspected 
of being so, and before leaving t h i s section they may 
b r i e f l y be regarded. They l i e almost e n t i r e l y i n the 
south-western sector of the study area and are p l o t t e d 
(along w i t h s i t e s and find-spots to be discussed i n 
sections 2.3.2 and 2.3.3, below) on f i g . 2.4. 

a) Ovoid enclosures 

C h a l l i s and Harding have noted that the oval 
enclosure seems to be a widely d i s t r i b u t e d pre-
Roman I r o n Age type. I t i s o f t e n associated w i t h 
timber s t r u c t u r e s , and a pa s t o r a l f u n c t i o n has 
been suggested f o r some of the l a r g e r examples 
( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 135). Ovoid 
enclosures of PRIA date are noted by Haselgrove 
(1982, 6 6 f f ) i n h i s discussion of c u r v i l i n e a r 
enclosures i n the Tyne-Tees lowlands. Ovoid 
enclosures are c e r t a i n l y included i n the lA/RB 
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complex at Welton Wold (G.184; section 3.2.2 
below) but there i s no published discussion or 
assessment of t h e i r date and f u n c t i o n . A large 
oval enclosure i n Woodmansey parish (G.194) i s 
part of a cropmark complex of almost c e r t a i n "lA 
and/or RB" date. Also p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.4 i s an 
unassociated example from North Ferriby parish 
(G.121). I n Rowley parish (G.138) apparent hut-
c i r c l e s w i t h i n an ovoid enclosure, and possibly 
associated w i t h a trackway and f i e l d - d i t c h e s 
nearby, are less than 2 kms away from I r o n Age 
occupation at Fishpond Wood, Risby (G.139, and 
section 3.2.2.1, below). An I r o n Age date f o r 
these features can only be suggested as a 
p o s s i b i l i t y , f i e l d w a l k i n g by the author having 
f a i l e d to f i n d any m a t e r i a l on the ground. An 
ovoid f e a t u r e , possibly a s t r u c t u r e , w i t h i n a 
ditched enclosure of unspecified shape (G.188, 
Welton p a r i s h ) may also be mentioned here (not 
p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.4). The only example from the 
study area i t s e l f which i s not p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.4 
i s i n Tickton p a r i s h (G.161a), an apparently 
i s o l a t e d ditched example i n an unusual p o s i t i o n i n 
t h a t i t i s s i t u a t e d on the v a l l e y a l l u v i a . This 
might p o i n t to a mediaeval or post-mediaeval date 
a f t e r the improvement of drainage i n the area, but 
i t should be noted that there are t i n y "islands" 
of boulder-clay q u i t e close by and i t may be that 
t h i s example i s t a k i n g advantage of an unmapped 
patch of higher r e l i e f . (No mediaeval or post-
mediaeval p a r a l l e l s i n the H u l l v a l l e y are, 
however, known to the present a u t h o r ) . The three 
examples p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.4 are s i t e d i n s i m i l a r 
s i t u a t i o n s to square barrows i n the study area, 
being e i t h e r at the j u n c t i o n of the clay w i t h 
chalk or g r a v e l , or else close to gravel spreads 
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p e n e t r a t i n g the chalk. Perusal of Loughlin and 
M i l l e r (1979) shews a f u r t h e r f i f t e e n examples i n 
North Humberside, occurring i n a l l parts of the 
county except f o r Holderness D i v i s i o n . Many are 
ditched, sometimes doubly so, and there are 
possible associations w i t h square barrows i n four 
cases, a large cropmark complex i n Burton Fleming 
p a r i s h (Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 82) containing 
an ovoid enclosure, r i n g d i t c h e s , square barrows 
and a large D-shaped enclosure. 

b) D-shaped enclosures: 

The D-shaped enclosure i s another class of feature 
t h a t i s o f t e n considered to include I r o n Age 
examples. C h a l l i s and Harding note that D-shaped 
earthworks i n NE Yorkshire may have been used as 
stock enclosures, while to the north they o f t e n 
enclose domestic settlement, a ditched and banked 
example at West Brandon i n Co. Durham being noted 
as t y p i c a l of many recognised from a e r i a l 
photography ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, 131). 
Unfor t u n a t e l y , the type i s no more susceptible to 
close d a t i n g than other shapes discussed i n t h i s 
s e c t i o n , and may indeed have had a l i f e - s p a n from 
the m i d - f i r s t millennium B.C. i n t o the Roman 
period. (Haselgrove 1982, 5 9 f f ) . Ditched 
examples appear to be l a t e r than those w i t h 
palisades; w i t h i n the study area there i s a 
ditched example i n Skidby p a r i s h (G.140, f i g . 2.4) 
and a possible example i n the Burn Park Farm 
cropmark complex (G.145, f i g . 2.4, and section 
3.2.2.2, below). A l l t h a t can be noted about 
t h e i r s i t u a t i o n i s tha t both are close to gravel 
tongues, a s i t u a t i o n already noted as t y p i c a l of 
other I r o n Age features i n the region. Loughlin 
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and M i l l e r record only a f u r t h e r four examples i n 
the whole of North Humberside. Although there may 
be more than t h i s , since the term r e f l e c t s the 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s choice of terminology to describe a 
c e r t a i n k i n d of "sub-rectangular" enclosure, i t 
seems cl e a r t h a t the type i s less w e l l represented 
i n the region than e i t h e r ovoid or polygonal 
examples and i t i s possible that c u l t u r a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s may be held responsible f o r i t s 
apparent p a u c i t y i n comparison w i t h areas to the 
n o r t h . A large ditched example appears at the 
centre of the settlement complex i n Burton Fleming 
parish noted above; of the remaining examples, two 
are to the west of the study area, s i t e d close to 
the eastern and western edges of the chalk i n 
Dalton Holme and South Cave parishes r e s p e c t i v e l y 
(Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 26 and 35) while the 
t h i r d i s s i t e d ( a t TA 013468) on a tongue of 
north-south gravel some 3 kms long between the 
d r i f t and the v a l l e y a l l u v i a i n Leconfield parish 
(see f i g . 2.1, not p l o t t e d ) . The South Cave 
example i s l a r g e , w i t h a possible h u t - c i r c l e 
i n s i d e i t , and i s associated w i t h d i t c h e s , f i e l d s 
and a possible trackway. 

c) Polygonal ( i n c l u d i n g pentagonal) enclosures: 

"Polygonal" i s such a broad morphological term 
t h a t i t i s of much less use i n helping to descry 
I r o n Age settlement than e i t h e r of the two 
categories already p l o t t e d . I t i s , however (or 
perhaps i n consequence), a widely d i s t r i b u t e d 
"type" i n North Humberside, Loughlin and M i l l e r 
using the term to categorise some twenty-four 
examples, of which three are i n the study area (G. 
135, G.145, G.192 - a l l p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.4). 
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Unlike "ovoids", they occur i n Holderness 
D i v i s i o n , but without d e t a i l e d morphological study 
i t would be f o o l i s h to t r y t o suggest a reason f o r 
t h i s . Examples occur i n a cropmark complex of 
very probable "lA and/or RB" date i n Rowley parish 
(G, 135); f o r the r e s t i t i s s u f f i c i e n t to note 
t h a t occurrence alongside lA/RB type features, 
i n c l u d i n g square barrows, i s evidenced elsewhere 
i n the county {e.^. i n Wetwang parish, SE 948605, 
Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 140). 

^•^•2 Archaeologically i n v e s t i g a t e d I r o n Age s i t es 

Despite the abundant evidence f o r I r o n Age, and 
p o t e n t i a l I r o n Age, s i t e s revealed by a e r i a l 
photography i n the study area, very few of them have 
been a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d , e i t h e r by 
excavation or surface f i e l d w o r k . The only barrows to 
have been excavated are those two of the Beverley 
Westwood group (G.2, f i g . 2.1, section 2.3.1, above) 
opened by Canon Greenwell i n 1875, one of which 
contained a dismantled c a r t (Kinnes and Longworth 1985, 
142). Un f o r t u n a t e l y , there were no gravegoods which 
allow a s p e c i f i c date t o be suggested f o r a c t i v i t y by 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s of t h i s b u r i a l r i t e on the western edge 
of the H u l l v a l l e y . The metalwork assemblage consisted 
s o l e l y of c a r t components and h o r s e - f u r n i t u r e , the two 
h o r s e - b i t s , moreover, having r e c e n t l y been shewn by X-
radiography to be of a unique type, i._e. chain s n a f f l e s 
c o n s i s t i n g of r i n g s j o i n e d by seven-link chains (Stead 
1984, 37, 39, f i g , 4D, Table 1; Palk 1984, 58; Kinnes 
and Longworth 1985, Plate UN.65, no.4). There i s a 
l i t t l e evidence of possible H a l l s t a t t influence on 
m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e i n the study area, i n the form of 
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finger-impressed p o t t e r y found u n s t r a t i f i e d during 
excavation at Walkington Wold (G.162; C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975, ii, 36, no. 8, and f i g . 77), but most of 
the r e s t of the m a t e r i a l evidence appears to r e l a t e to 
the f i r s t centuries B.C. and A.D. (see section 2.3.3, 
below). E a r l i e r m a t e r i a l has not so f a r been 
discovered on AP s i t e s i n the study area, though t h i s 
c l e a r l y need not imply a l a t e and r e s t r i c t e d date-range 
f o r such s i t e s given such f a c t o r s as the small amount 
of f i e l d w o r k so f a r undertaken, and the p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t some s i t e s may have been aceramic at e a r l i e r 
periods, or using less durable ceramics. 

Six s i t e s ( f i g s . 2.4, 2.5, 2.8) may be enumerated at 
t h i s p o i n t , v i z : 

1. Fishpond Wood, Risby (G.139) 

2. Burn Park Farm, Skidby (G.145) 

3. R e d c l i f f / N o r t h F e r r i b y (G.187) 

4. Welton Wold, Welton (G.183, 184) 

5. Salthouse High School, H u l l (G.97) 

6. Chapel Farm, Weel (G.159) 

Of the above, nos 1-3 have been alluded to i n previous 
sections and form the subject of case-studies i n 
sections 3.2.2.1, 3.2.2.2, and 2.3.2.3 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
No.4 s t i l l awaits p u b l i c a t i o n , and most of the 
published i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t e s to the development of the 
s i t e i n the Roman period. The s i t e as a whole i s 
discussed i n sec t i o n 3.2.2, below. Nos 5 and 6 form 
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the subject of case-studies i n the f o l l o w i n g two 
sections (2.3.2.1, 2.3.2.2). 

2.3.2.1 Salthouse High School. H u l l (G.97) 

A l a t e I r o n Age settlement s i t e at Salthouse High 
School, Saltshouse Road, H u l l , was the scene of a 
rescue excavation by the East Riding Archaeological 
Society i n 1962, on the occasion of the s i t e ' s 
redevelopment as a school p l a y i n g - f i e l d . The d i f f e r e n t 
s p e l l i n g s of school and road names have given r i s e to 
some confusion i n s i t e terminology (£._g. C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975), and the school name has been adopted 
here as being the more s p e c i f i c . 

The area i n v e s t i g a t e d had already been s t r i p p e d and 
l e v e l l e d , and the archaeological work undertaken was 
r e s t r i c t e d to the planning of dit c h e s , g u l l i e s and hut-
c i r c l e drainage trenches, w i t h l i m i t e d examination of 
t h e i r truncated p r o f i l e s . The work was d i r e c t e d by 
John B a r t l e t t whose plan of the features ( f i g . 2.6) 
survives i n H u l l Museums along w i t h an album of drawn 
p o t t e r y . The plan i s e s s e n t i a l l y the same as that 
reproduced i n C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i i , 33 & f i g . 
68), but there i s no other paper or photographic 
archive e x t a n t , e i t h e r i n H u l l Museums or the archives 
of the East Riding Archaeological Society; d i t c h 
sections and d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e i r f i l l s are to be 
found only i n C h a l l i s and Harding (above reference). 
Large amounts of p o t t e r y were recovered, of which a 
repre s e n t a t i v e sample of fourteen vessels has been 
published i n C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i i , 21 & f i g . 
41); several boxes of animal bone also f o r t u n a t e l y 
survive i n H u l l Museums, though there i s no record of 
t h e i r contents ever having been analysed. 
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That p o r t i o n of the settlement which was recovered i n 
plan consisted of two ditched enclosures, both best 
described as of sub-rectangular shape. Their ditches 
were between 0.7m and 1.3m i n depth and, l i k e a l l the 
other f e a t u r e s , had been cut i n t o the g l a c i a l t i l l , 
described as " n a t u r a l l i g h t reddish clay w i t h f l i n t and 
chalk" ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i i , 33). Each main 
enclosure was approximately 90ra x 60m, and they l a y 
some 70m apart. The northernmost enclosure (hereafter 
"A") has a si n g l e l i n e a r d i t c h j o i n i n g i t at i t s north
western corner, while the southernmost (hereafter "B") 
appears to have been f a r more complex, w i t h f i v e 
j o i n i n g ditches i n i t s northern and eastern sectors and 
the remains of some k i n d of i n t e r n a l sub-division by 
ditches or g u l l i e s . One d i t c h curves north and west 
from Enclosure B and may have j o i n e d Enclosure A. 
Enclosure B has at le a s t two, probably three, 
c u r v i l i n e a r g u l l i e s e x t e r i o r t o i t on i t s southern 
side, these having been i n t e r p r e t e d as h u t - c i r c l e 
drainage trenches ( H u l l Museums 1966; C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975, i , 141), Two of these contain " c e n t r a l " 
hearths, of which, however, no other d e t a i l s are extant 
i n the records. As planned, t h e r e f o r e , the focus of 
the domestic a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the settlement would seem 
to have been to the south of Enclosure B (see, however, 
below). C h a l l i s and Harding propose the morphological 
term "complex ditched settlement" as s u i t a b l e f o r 
des c r i b i n g t h i s and s i m i l a r l a t e I r o n Age s i t e s i n the 
region (such as Dragonby - May 1970). 

The f u l l extent of the settlement was not determined 
and, since i t i s known mainly i n plan, i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
to detect c h r o n o l o g i c a l changes i n i t s form, though 
there i s some suggestion of the superimposition of hut-
c i r c l e drainage trenches. The p o t t e r y assemblage 
comprises a l i m i t e d range of types apparently i n 
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contemporary use at other s i t e s i n the Humber region 
and no phasing can be suggested on these grounds. Both 
enclosure ditches were sectioned ( t h a t of Enclosure B 
at two p o i n t s ) and also a possible h u t - c i r c l e drainage 
trench. This was not one of the two examples w i t h 
associated hearths, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , and doubt about i t s 
a c t u a l f u n c t i o n i s compounded by the published section 
and plan, since according to the former i t i s £. 0.55m 
wide and some 0.2m deep, but c. 2.5m wide according to 
the l a t t e r . ( S i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s attend the 
dimensions of other features also, w i t h , f o r example, 
the wid t h of the Enclosure B d i t c h being £. 3.7m wide 
at p o i n t E-F according to the sec t i o n , but c. 6.66m 
according to the p l a n ) . The published sections and 
s o i l d e s c r i p t i o n s are of l i m i t e d usefulness, though 
they do serve to suggest r e c u t t i n g of both main 
enclosure ditches i n p a r t s . A f u n c t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e 
between the two main enclosures may be i n d i c a t e d by the 
f a c t t h a t animal bone seems mainly to have derived from 
the e a r l i e s t s i l t i n g of the e a r l i e s t c u t t i n g of the 
Enclosure A d i t c h , which, as we have seen, i s without 
the complex of associated ditches and settlement 
features c h a r a c t e r i s i n g B. Enclosure A may therefore 
have been p r i m a r i l y of p a s t o r a l - r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n , 
p o s s i b l y i n c l u d i n g the slaughter of animals, though 
without analysis of the bone remains i t i s f u t i l e to 
speculate f u r t h e r . (The only bone recorded as coming 
from the Enclosure B d i t c h i s burnt fragments w i t h 
charcoal i n a lens w i t h i n the e a r l i e s t f i l l ) . Against 
t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , however, i s the f a c t t h a t the 
source of the bulk of the p o t t e r y recovered appears to 
have been a "black f i l l i n g " which was encountered i n 
both the enclosure d i t c h e s , which may i n d i c a t e the 
p r o x i m i t y of (undiscovered) "domestic" settlement to 
Enclosure A as w e l l as B. 
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A date f o r the settlement i n the l a t e r f i r s t century 
A.D. has been suggested by C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, 
i , 97 and 141), e n t i r e l y on the grounds of p o t t e r y 
typology. Although the p o t t e r y assemblage includes 
types of vessels shewn by these authors (1975, i , 94, 
96) to be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the l a t e I r o n Age i n the 
region (notably "S-shaped vessels", "pronounced bead-
rim j a r s " , and what might be termed proto-Knapton 
types) there does not seem to be enough evidence to 
warrant t h e i r i m p l i e d assumption (1975, i , 94) tha t the 
s i t e belongs s p e c i f i c a l l y to the Roman period. A small 
number of poss i b l y wheel-finished vessels (three of the 
fourteen i l l u s t r a t e d by C h a l l i s and Harding - 1975, i i , 
21 & f i g . 41) should c e r t a i n l y i n d i c a t e a f a i r l y l a t e 
date f o r the assemblage, but i t would be unwise to go 
f u r t h e r than t h i s . Wheel-thrown wares of Dragonby 
Phase 2 type (May 1970) are now known from three s i t e s 
on the nor t h bank of the Humber, and i n the case of one 
vessel, from Risby, i t seems possible that i t was 
manufactured i n Par i s i a n t e r r i t o r y rather than 
n e c e s s a r i l y traded from South Humberside (v. section 
3.2.2.1). There seems no inherent reason, i n e i t h e r 
case, why the p o t t e r ' s wheel could not have been i n 
l i m i t e d use i n South East Yorkshire before c. A.D. 71. 

However t h i s may be, i t seems c e r t a i n that the p o r t i o n 
of the s i t e examined d i d not remain i n use long enough 
to receive Roman or Romanising p o t t e r y ; the ditches 
had, admittedly, been truncated by the developers, but 
i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t u n s t r a t i f i e d Roman wares would 
have gone un-noticed during the course of the 
archaeological work. There i s not enough evidence from 
the l o c a l i t y to shew how the date at which Roman 
p o t t e r y was f i r s t received was a f f e c t e d by s i t e status 
or f u n c t i o n , but i t i s clear t h a t i t was i n use at at 
l e a s t one s i t e w i t h i n walking distance of Salthouse 
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High School by £. the second quarter of the second 
century A.D. at the l a t e s t , f o r the e a r l i e s t Roman 
p o t t e r y from Greylees Avenue (G. 69), some 5 kms away, 
i s represented by a South Gaulish Form 37 dated to 85-
110 A.D. (Rollo 1985) and sherds of up to f i v e 
r u s t i c a t e d j a r s , a l l u n f o r t u n a t e l y u n s t r a t i f i e d 
(Didsbury, i n prep.). 

No comparable s i t e of the Roman period i s known from 
the Sutton c l a y s , though a number of casual f i n d s (G. 
86, 87, 175, 176) shew t h a t these eastern clays 
continued to be occupied i n the Roman period. A recent 
f o u r t h - c e n t u r y coin hoard from the alluvium 
surrounding the Sutton i s l a n d (G. 201) i s of special 
s i g n i f i c a n c e and i s discussed i n sections 3.2.3.1 and 
3.3.3, below. 

The s i t e ' s l o c a t i o n i s shewn on f i g s 2.5 and 2.7. I t 
l i e s at the eastern end of the boulder-clay i s l a n d of 
Sutton, which r i s e s to at l e a s t 7.6m (25') AOD. The 
s i t e i t s e l f i s very close to the 3.8m (12.5') AOD 
contour p l o t t e d by V a l e n t i n (1957, Karte 2 ) . I t i s 
separated from a smaller, o u t l y i n g " i s l a n d " of boulder 
clay to the east, which l i e s between OD and 3.8m AOD 
according to Valentin's contours (see f i g . 2.7b), by a 
narrow band of marine alluvium which may have been a 
channel of open water i n the l a t e I r o n Age, and i t may 
be noted t h a t t h i s k i n d of p o s i t i o n i n g , on the edge of 
an i s l a n d of t i l l separated from another by a narrow 
a l l u v i a l channel, i s also found at the Chapel Farm, 
Weel, settlement s i t e (G. 159, section 2.3.2.2 below) 
as w e l l as c h a r a c t e r i s i n g square barrows G. 118 and G. 
119 discussed i n section 2.3.1, above ( f i g . 2 . 2 ) . The 
Scandinavian place-name element holmr, ranging i n 
meaning from an " i s l a n d of high ground" to a "generally 
marshy place" may also be noted i n the names Risholm, 
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Bransholme and Sefholm ( f i g . 2.7), suggesting i n broad 
terms the nature of the surrounding area i n Anglo-
Scandinavian times (Smith 1937, 42, 306). 

Movement i n t h i s fenland landscape must, at lea s t 
seasonally, have necessitated the use of boats, and 
settlements t h i s close to the wetland margin would have 
been w e l l s i t e d w i t h regard to such transport 
f a c i l i t i e s , as w e l l as to the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the fen 
resources, and also defensively. I t w i l l be argued i n 
the f o l l o w i n g chapter, p a r t l y on the grounds of a 
coherent d i s t r i b u t i o n of Romano-British small-finds 
from the s i l t s , t h a t much of the marine alluvium 
deposit of the southern v a l l e y was at lea s t seasonally 
e x p l o i t a b l e i n the Roman period, probably i n the 
i n t e r e s t s of p a s t o r a l a g r i c u l t u r e ; there i s no 
comparable body of evidence to po i n t to a s i m i l a r 
widespread use i n the l a t e I r o n Age (see section 
2.3.3, below), but i t must be remembered tha t Roman 
coins, f i b u l a e and p o t t e r y are classes of a r t e f a c t that 
are much more l i k e l y to be recognised and reported as 
being of archaeological i n t e r e s t than, say, an abraded 
hand-made I r o n Age potsherd. Although the stimulus to 
e x p l o i t the s i l t s on any large scale could probably 
only have come from the demands of the Roman economy 
and t a x a t i o n system, i t i s u n l i k e l y that seasonally 
a v a i l a b l e grazing resources close at hand would have 
been ignored by the i n h a b i t a n t s of such s i t e s as 
Salthouse High School, and i t i s possible that the 
animal bone from the s i t e derives from f l o c k s and herds 
raised p a r t l y on the alluvium. 

- 93 -



B l a s h i l l (1892) demonstrated how t w e l f t h - to 
t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a g r i c u l t u r e i n the Sutton region 
consisted o f : 

i ) an arable component on the clay i t s e l f , w i t h 
r i g and furrow ( s t i l l v i s i b l e i n the l a t e 
nineteenth century) l a i d out at right-angles to 
an "ancient trackway" running the length of the 
i s l a n d ; 

i i ) " carrside meadow" and other "ings" on the south 
side of the i s l a n d between the clay and the 
car r ; 

i i i ) wet "ca r r l a n d " surrounding the i s l a n d and i t s 
meadows on a l l sides, open water f o r much of 
every year but e x p l o i t e d f o r summer grazing i n 
average seasons. 

Comparing B l a s h i l l ' s map (1892, f r o n t i s p i e c e ) which 
reconstructs t h i s p a t t e r n of land-use w i t h Valentin's 
(1957) Karte 2 (see f i g s 2.7a and b) i t seems l i k e l y 
t h a t the mediaeval "carrside meadow" occupied much of 
the area between OD and the 3.8m (12.5') AOD contour. 
The present author has suggested elsewhere that t i d a l 
ranges i n the l a t e I r o n Age and the t h i r t e e n t h century 
may have been very s i m i l a r i n the Humber estuary and 
th a t the mediaeval e x p l o i t a t i o n of the s i l t s may have 
r e c a p i t u l a t e d to some extent what was the case at t h i s 
e a r l i e r period (Didsbury 1988, Didsbury 1990). These 
arguments are rehearsed more f u l l y i n section 3.3.3, 
below; f o r the moment, i t i s s u f f i c i e n t to note the 
possible a t t r a c t i o n s of the marine a l l u v i a surrounding 
the i s l a n d f o r any population p r a c t i s i n g an a g r i c u l t u r e 
w i t h a p a s t o r a l component. 
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A f u r t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l a t t r a c t i o n o f the area may be 
suspected from the name o f the pa s t u r e s t o the east o f 
the s i t e i n the l a t e t w e l f t h and t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , 
f o r r e f e r e n c e s i n the C h r o n i c l e o f Meaux Abbey ( R o l l s 
S e r i e s 1866-1868) t o i n s a l i n i s de Suttona suggest t h a t 
" l e s S a l t z " may have r e f e r r e d s p e c i f i c a l l y t o the 
presence o f p i t s f o r the e v a p o r a t i o n o f s a l t (Med. L a t . 
s a l i n a ) r a t h e r t h a n s i m p l y t o areas o f s a l t m a r s h 
g r a z i n g ( S m i t h 1937, 4 2 ) . I n t h e l i g h t o f pr e s e n t 
knowledge, however, one can u n f o r t u n a t e l y do no more 
than s p e c u l a t e as t o whether such economic a c t i v i t y 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e area i n the e a r l y f i r s t m i l l e n n i u m 
A.D., as i n the second. 

2.3.2.2 Chapel Farm, Weel (G. 159) 

I r o n Age and Romano-British m a t e r i a l was c o l l e c t e d a t 
v a r i o u s times between 1968 and 1983 from the s u r f a c e o f 
a r a b l e l a n d a t Chapel Farm, Weel, i n the p a r i s h o f 
T i c k t o n (TA 060402). The s i t e l i e s on the s m a l l e r and 
more n o r t h e r l y o f the two b o u l d e r - c l a y i s l a n d s o f Weel 
tow n s h i p , s e t i n the a l l u v i a east o f the R i v e r H u l l 
( f i g . 2 .8). The l a r g e r o f the two i s l a n d s l i e s m a i n l y 
between 2.73m ADD (= 9') and 4.25m AOD (= 1 4 ' ) , and 
thus r e p r e s e n t s a f a i r l y n o t a b l e eminence i n the f l a t 
landscape, t he c a r r l a n d i n the v i c i n i t y l y i n g f a i r l y 
u n i f o r m l y a t an a l t i t u d e o f c, Im AOD (= 3.29'). The 
two I s l a n d s have approximate areas, e s t a b l i s h e d by 
p o i n t - a n a l y s i s , o f 246 h e c t a r e s (= 608 acres) and 38 
h e c t a r e s (= 93 a c r e s ) . Across the H u l l a t t h i s p o i n t 
l i e s the major market town o f Beverley, and j u s t t o the 
n o r t h , a t H u l l B r i d g e , i s the southernmost o f the t h r e e 
main c r o s s i n g - p o i n t s o f the H u l l v a l l e y , s i t e d where 
f i r m b o u l d e r - c l a y c l o s e l y approaches the r i v e r on bo t h 
banks ( J . Sheppard 1956, 7 6 ) . Weel i t s e l f means "a 
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deep p l a c e i n a r i v e r " (Smith 1937, 202); the name 
Figham ( f i g . 2 . 8 ) , w h i c h means " c a t t l e - t r a c k " ( f r o m Old 
Scandinavian f e and gang, Smith 1937, 198) suggests 
t h a t some o f the a l l u v i a l f e n i n the v i c i n i t y was put 
t o p a s t o r a l uses by the Anglo-Scandinavian p e r i o d , and 
J. Sheppard (1956, 88) p o i n t s o u t t h a t the t h r e e 
d r a i n a g e dykes i n the c a r r s s u r r o u n d i n g the Weel 
" i s l a n d s " ( f i g . 2 . 8 ) , a l l o f which are mentioned i n 
t w e l f t h - and t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y e n t r i e s i n the 
C h r o n i c l e o f Meaux Abbey ( R o l l s S e r i e s , 1866-68), were 
p r o b a b l y boundary d i t c h e s i n o r i g i n and t h a t a t l e a s t 
one o f them, P a r k d i k e , was i n e x i s t e n c e by A.D. 1150. 

The m a t e r i a l from t h e s i t e i s d e t a i l e d i n the g a z e t t e e r 
(TTN, G. 159). I t f a l l s i n t o f o u r main groups: 

Group 1 . 1967-1968 

The upper stone o f a sandstone beehive quern ( f i g . 
2.9a), ploughed up by the farmer i n 1967, and 
re c o g n i s e d by Mr. A.H. Place, o f the East R i d i n g 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , i n the farmhouse r o c k e r y i n 
1968. 

Group 2. 1969 

F l i n t s c r a p e r s . I r o n Age and Romano-British p o t t e r y , 
and p o s s i b l y Romano-British t i l e c o l l e c t e d by Mr. Place 
on examining the v i c i n i t y o f the quern f i n d s p o t . The 
Roman m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e s h a l f o f a p e r f o r a t e d greyware 
d i s c ( s p i n d l e - w h o r l ? ) i n H u l l Museum, and u n s p e c i f i e d 
amounts o f "greyware" and "Dalesware" not i n the 
Museum's possession and which the author has not been 
a b l e t o examine. 
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Group 3. 1980 

Large sherds o f s e v e r a l handmade I r o n Age, or Roman 
p e r i o d i n " n a t i v e t r a d i t i o n " , v e s s e l s ( f i g . 2.13) 
brought up from a depth o f c. 2' (= 0.6m) d u r i n g 
d r a i n a g e o p e r a t i o n s i n 1980 and c o l l e c t e d by Mrs L. 
P a t t e r s o n , a Weel r e s i d e n t and member o f the East 
R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y . 

Group 4. 1983 

M u l t i - p e r i o d m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g f i e l d w a l k i n g by 
Peter Armstrong and the East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
S o c i e t y i n A p r i l 1983, a f t e r h a v i n g been shewn Group 3 
m a t e r i a l by i t s f i n d e r . The area f i e l d w a l k e d by 
Armstrong, w i t h the f i n d s p o t s o f e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l , i s 
shewn i n f i g . 2.9b. 

The o r i g i n a l f i n d o f the quernstone, which i s o f 
" Y o r k s h i r e " / " u n p i e r c e d " t y p e , i s m a i n l y o f i n t e r e s t f o r 
s u g g e s t i n g the consumption, i f n o t the p r o d u c t i o n , o f 
c e r e a l s on the s i t e a t some p o i n t i n the ( l a t e r ? ) I r o n 
Age or e a r l i e r Roman p e r i o d ( s e c t i o n 2.2.3, above.) 

[The date-range o f beehive querns i s discussed i n 
Hayes, Hemingway and S p r a t t 1980, 306-307, and Heslop 
1988, 60-61. They would now appear t o have been i n 
use, a t l e a s t i n p a r t s o f B r i t a i n , f o r most o f the I r o n 
Age, though evidence f o r " e a r l y " use i n the North-East 
i s s t i l l r a t h e r s c a n t y , d e s p i t e a beehive upper stone 
from a c o n t e x t a t Thorpe Thewles which has f u r n i s h e d an 
o v e r a l l mean therraoluminescence "date" o f 485 B.C. 
(Heslop 1987, 111). The type i s u s u a l l y h e l d t o have 
become o b s o l e s c e n t a t some p o i n t i n the e a r l i e r Roman 
p e r i o d i n Y o r k s h i r e , evidence from Crag Bank, K i l d a l e , 

- 97 -



s u g g e s t i n g use i n t o the second c e n t u r y A.D. (Hayes e t 
a l . 1980, 3 0 7 ) ] . 

I f Museum r e c o r d s are c o r r e c t i n d e s c r i b i n g the Weel 
quern as made o f "sandstone" then i t may be the product 
o f i n t e r - r e g i o n a l t r a d e . The most l i k e l y sources o f 
sandstone would be from a c c e s s i b l e Middle J u r a s s i c 
f o r m a t i o n s which s t r e t c h i n an arc from the 
Scarborough/Middlesborough area down i n t o L i n c o l n s h i r e , 
the n e a r e s t source n o r t h o f the Humber pr o b a b l y b e i n g 
i n the South Cave area a t the western f o o t o f the 
Wolds. Querns are known t o have been manufactured from 
t h e o u t c r o p s a t S p i l s b y i n L i n c o l n s h i r e (Owen, 1987), 
and i f s h e l l - t e m p e r e d Dalesware c o u l d reach Weel, 
presumably by boat up the H u l l a f t e r c r o s s i n g the 
Humber, then t h e r e seems no reason why a quernstone 
c o u l d n o t have a r r i v e d by the same r o u t e a t a somewhat 
e a r l i e r p e r i o d . The a u t h o r ' s HBMC-funded e x c a v a t i o n a t 
Park Grange Farm, Woodmansey, (G.219) y i e l d e d p a r t o f a 
lower quernstone i n a v e r y c l a s t i c sandstone which L i z 
W r i g h t o f the Y o r k s h i r e Quern Survey has p r o v i s i o n a l l y 
i d e n t i f i e d as b e i n g o f S p i l s b y o r i g i n (pers.coram.); i t 
i s u n c e r t a i n whether t h i s lower stone i s t h a t o f a 
beehive or an e a r l y f l a t t y p e , b u t i t seems u n l i k e l y t o 
p o s t - d a t e A.D. 150 and should p r o b a b l y be seen as 
evidence o f i n t e r - r e g i o n a l " t r a d e " o f the e a r l y Roman 
p e r i o d . The Weel quern c o u l d , o f course, have been 
made from a g l a c i a l e r r a t i c o b t a i n e d l o c a l l y from the 
b o u l d e r - c l a y ; i n t h e absence o f a p r e c i s e l i t h o l o g y 
f u r t h e r s p e c u l a t i o n i s f r u i t l e s s . 

The Group 2 m a t e r i a l does l i t t l e more than suggest some 
l e v e l o f a c t i v i t y nearby c o n t i n u i n g i n t o the Roman 
p e r i o d , a t l e a s t as l a t e as the t h i r d c e n t u r y A.D i f 
the Dalesware has been c o r r e c t l y i d e n t i f i e d . The 
s p i n d l e - w h o r l , i f such i t i s , might i n d i c a t e the 
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r a i s i n g o f sheep f o r wool here d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d , 
b u t use o f wool on t h e s i t e c o u l d e q u a l l y w e l l r e f l e c t 
the o p e r a t i o n o f exchange mechanisms w i t h communities 
on the nearby Wolds. F l a x , a l s o , needs t o be spun and 
i t i s w o r t h remembering t h a t Ramm (1978, 109) has 
p o i n t e d o u t the s u i t a b i l i t y o f t h i s crop f o r the 
c o n d i t i o n s then o b t a i n i n g i n the H u l l v a l l e y . The o n l y 
t h i n g we may be rea s o n a b l y c e r t a i n about i n r e g a r d t o 
the Group 2 m a t e r i a l i s t h a t the t i l e c o l l e c t e d by Mr 
Place was n o t Romano-British, f o r most of h i s m a t e r i a l 
was c o l l e c t e d from the area l a t e r f i e l d w a l k e d by 
Armstrong and among the u b i q u i t o u s t i l e and b r i c k 
fragments from Group 4 t h e r e i s none which suggests 
i t s e l f as Roman i n e i t h e r f a b r i c or form. 

The most i m p o r t a n t m a t e r i a l from the s i t e i s 
und o u b t e d l y t he Group 3 p o t t e r y ( f i g . 2.13). I t was 
d e s c r i b e d by t h e f i n d e r (on an annotated sketch map i n 
H u l l Museum a r c h i v e s ) as h a v i n g been d i s c o v e r e d i n a 
"heap" i n the c e n t r e o f the f i e l d , a f t e r drainage 
o p e r a t i o n s a t a depth o f some 2' (= 0.6m). The 
d i s c r e t e n e s s o f the s c a t t e r , and the l a r g e average 
s h e r d - s i z e and number o f v e s s e l s i n v o l v e d , a l l suggest 
the presence o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s below the 
plou g h h o r i z o n and n o t u s u a l l y p e n e t r a t e d by 
a g r i c u l t u r a l o p e r a t i o n s . 

A minimum number o f 28 v e s s e l s i s r e p r e s e n t e d , o f which 
11 are i l l u s t r a t e d h e r e w i t h . A l l v e s s e l s t o which a 
form c o u l d be assigned were j a r s , and a l l were 
handmade, e x h i b i t i n g f o r the most p a r t a f a i r l y low 
st a n d a r d o f p o t t i n g . Attempts had been made t o smooth 
e i t h e r the e x t e r n a l or i n t e r n a l s u r f a c e s o f some 
v e s s e l s , b u t f i n g e r i m p r e s s i o n s and uneven su r f a c e s 
are common. Only about h a l f the vessels were 
r e l a t i v e l y h a r d - f i r e d ; most were a t l e a s t p a r t i a l l y 
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reduced, though t h e r e are o x i d i s a t i o n tones on b o t h the 
i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r o f s e v e r a l v e s s e l s , s u g g e s t i n g 
some v a r i a t i o n i n the f i r i n g temperatures. The 
r e l a t i v e l y low degree o f c o n t r o l over the f i r i n g 
process suggested by these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s perhaps 
makes i t more l i k e l y t h a t clamps had been employed 
r a t h e r than more permanent types o f k i l n s t r u c t u r e . 
The low temperature a t which some o f the v e s s e l s were 
p r o b a b l y f i r e d would i t s e l f have n e c e s s i t a t e d the heavy 
tempering which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f most o f them. 

A l l v e s s e l s under d i s c u s s i o n can be considered as b e i n g 
o f a s i n g l e f a b r i c t y p e , c h a r a c t e r i s e d by abundant t o 
copious tempering w i t h a heterogeneous v a r i e t y o f 
u s u a l l y f a i r l y i l l - s o r t e d stone and o t h e r temper. A 
d i s t i n c t i v e l i g h t grey i n c l u s i o n h a v i n g the appearance 
o f crushed l i m e s t o n e b u t shewing no r e a c t i o n w i t h 
d i l u t e HCL appears i n s e v e r a l v e s s e l s and i s r e f e r r e d 
t o as "Type 1" temper i n the v e s s e l d e s c r i p t i o n s . The 
a n g u l a r i t y and i l l - s o r t e d n e s s o f many o f the i n c l u s i o n s 
i n d i c a t e the d e l i b e r a t e c r u s h i n g o f a v a r i e t y o f stones 
f o r t e mpering purposes, b u t t h e r e was c l e a r l y no 
a t t e m p t t o a t t a i n a u n i f o r m f a b r i c . Some i n c l u s i o n s , 
such as r e d h a e m a t i t e , would be p r e s e n t i n the c l a y 
when dug and a l l d e l i b e r a t e l y added temper c o u l d 
p r o b a b l y have been o b t a i n e d l o c a l l y from e r r a t i c s 
o c c u r r i n g i n the b o u l d e r c l a y . 

Armstrong r e c o r d s i n h i s f i e l d w o r k summary (Humberside 
County C o u n c i l Archaeology U n i t , S i t e s and Monuments 
Record) i n f o r m a t i o n from the farmer t h a t "a t h i c k 
d e p o s i t o f c l a y w i t h o u t i n c l u s i o n s has been i d e n t i f i e d 
by the s o i l survey [ s i c ] nearby, and t h e r e are areas o f 
sand w i t h i n Weel v i c i n i t y t o o " . However, the p o t t e r y 
found on s i t e i s c l e a r l y n o t o f a type which would have 
n e c e s s i t a t e d a q u a l i t y c l a y - s o u r c e and, i f manufactured 
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t h e r e , s h o u l d r a t h e r be seen i n the c o n t e x t o f the 
p o t t i n g and o t h e r f i r e d - e a r t h processes which have 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d areas c l o s e t o the H u l l bank a t s e v e r a l 
p e r i o d s up t o the p r e s e n t day. A t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y k i l n 
( A l b i o n House) and somewhat l a t e r t i l e - k i l n complex 
have r e c e n t l y been d i s c o v e r e d i n the Beverley suburb o f 
G r o v e h i l l , j u s t across the r i v e r from Weel (Humberside 
County C o u n c i l Archaeology U n i t I n f o r m a t i o n Sheets, 
nos. 10 and 13, not dated; a l s o Archaeology U n i t 1987); 
and the C h r o n i c l e o f Meaux Abbey r e c o r d s the monks' 
d i s p u t e w i t h the t i l e m a k e r s o f Beverley when, l a t e i n 
the f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y , the l a t t e r took t o removing 
c l a y from the r i v e r banks on monastic l a n d a t Sutton 
and Wawne t o the s o u t h , c a r r y i n g i t away by barge (Cox 
1893, 26-27). S e v e r a l post-mediaeval b r i c k y a r d s and 
coarseware p o t t e r i e s are l i k e w i s e known t o have been 
s i t u a t e d near the r i v e r banks, e s p e c i a l l y i n Sculcoates 
i n H u l l (Watkins 1987, 115). R i v e r t r a n s p o r t 
f a c i l i t i e s would c l e a r l y have been o f as much 
importance t o many o f these o p e r a t i o n s as s e r v i c e a b l e 
c l a y , b u t t h e r e seems t o be no need t o f o l l o w Armstrong 
i n s p e c u l a t i n g whether t h i s s i t e may have been a 
p r o d u c t i o n c e n t r e f o r t h i s p o t t e r y s e r v i n g a wider 
area. Ease o f r i v e r t r a n s p o r t c o u l d j u s t as e a s i l y 
account f o r i t s presence on the s i t e as an "imported" 
commodity. The p o t t e r y has a l l the h a l l m a r k s o f a 
domestic or o t h e r w i s e l o c a l l y r e s t r i c t e d p roduct and, 
as Armstrong n o t e s , t h e r e was no evidence o f p o t t e r y 
manufacture on the ground (though t h i s need not be 
expected i f , as suggested above, clamps had been 
employed), 

The f a b r i c t r a d i t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d by these v e s s e l s i s 
b o t h widespread and l o n g - l i v e d i n East Y o r k s h i r e and i t 
can be suggested i n broad terms t h a t i t l a s t e d from a t 
l e a s t t he t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C. t o the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. 
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( V a l Rigby, p e r s . comm.). The ve s s e l s may, i n e f f e c t , 
be regarded as c o n t i n u i n g t he t r a d i t i o n o f E r r a t i c 
Tempered Wares di s c u s s e d by Rigby i n her r e p o r t upon 
th e p o t t e r y found a t West H e s l e r t o n (Rigby 1986, 146). 
The f a b r i c o f most o f the p o t t e r y from the H u l l 
Museums/East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y e x c a v a t i o n s 
a t Winestead i n Holderness (TA 315255), which has been 
d e s c r i b e d elsewhere by the a u t h o r (Didsbury 1986b), 
p r o v i d e s a v e r y c l o s e p a r a l l e l and gave 
thermoluminescence "dates" o f 20 + 400 BC, and 230 + 
440 BC. (DUR 87 TL-103-1AS/2AS). There was 
i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence o f v e s s e l form a t Winestead t o 
a l l o w c l o s e r d a t i n g t o be suggested on t y p o l o g i c a l 
grounds, b u t t h e r e i s an a s s o c i a t e d p e d e s t a l - f o o t e d 
bowl i n a sand-tempered f a b r i c which V a l Rigby suggests 
( i n l i t t . , 10.1.90) has p a r a l l e l s a t b o t h Rudston and 

j least 

Dragonby and sho u l d date from between a t ( t h e mid-second 
( p o s s i b l y m i d - t h i r d ) and e a r l y f i r s t c e n t u r i e s B.C. 

[The s i t e a t Winestead i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g w r i t t e n up by 
Angus Smith, who has excavated t h e r e on b e h a l f o f the 
East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , and whom I thank 
f o r a l l o w i n g me access t o u n p u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i o n and 
f o r the chance t o examine the p o t t e r y ] . 

The f a b r i c type i s c e r t a i n l y a l s o employed i n 
assemblages where form suggests a l a t e I r o n Age or 
e a r l y Roman d a t e , f o r example a t Salthouse High School, 
H u l l (G. 9 7 ) , which C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 97) 
r e g a r d as p r o b a b l y b e l o n g i n g t o the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. 
As those a u t h o r s p o i n t o u t , however ( C h a l l i s and 
Harding 1975, i , 1 3 ) ) , t h e r e seem t o be no u s e f u l 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l i n f e r e n c e s t o be drawn from the s i z e , 
n a t u r e and amount o f tempering used i n l a t e I r o n Age 
f a b r i c s i n the r e g i o n , and i t i s t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f 
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form t h a t we must l o o k t o suggest a date-range f o r the 
p o t t e r y from Weel. 

The two main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the Weel v e s s e l s are a 
round-bodied, o f t e n q u i t e g l o b u l a r , form, and the 
common employment o f a r e c t a n g u l a r - s e c t i o n e d e v e r t e d or 
s h a r p l y - e v e r t e d r i m . Several v e s s e l s may thus be 
a s c r i b e d t o t h e f i r s t two o f the t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s which 
C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 96-97) suggest as being 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n c t i v e o f l a t e I r o n Age East 
Y o r k s h i r e , r e p r e s e n t e d i n the Weel assemblage by f i g . 
2.13, nos. 1, 7, and 1 1 . The f i r s t o f these v e s s e l s 
has a c l o s e p a r a l l e l i n a j a r from D r i f f i e l d Aerodrome 
( C h a l l i s and Ha r d i n g 1975, i i , f i g . 38, n o . l ) , and the 
second, a l t h o u g h s m a l l , i s s i m i l a r t o a range o f 
v e s s e l s from the f o r e s h o r e s e t t l e m e n t a t F a x f l e e t "A" 
(SE 8624) on the Humber ( e . ^ . C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, 
i i , f i g . 40, no. 7 ) , The t h i c k e n e d u p r i g h t r i m ( f i g . 
2.13, no, 3) and the u p r i g h t r i m above a round body 
( f i g . 2.13, no. 6) are a l s o h e l d by the above-mentioned 
a u t h o r s t o be t y p i c a l o f the l a t e I r o n Age i n the 
r e g i o n , as a r e f l a t t e n e d bead-rims ( f i g . 2.13, nos 8 
and 1 0 ) , which appear i n v a r i o u s shapes a t Salthouse 
High School. I n g e n e r a l terms, then, i t i s to 
assemblages from s i t e s o f the f i r s t c e n t u r i e s B.C. and 
A.D. i n the Humber r e g i o n (£.^. Dragonby, Salthouse 
High School, F a x f l e e t "A") t h a t the Weel ves s e l s must 
be compared, and " l a t e I r o n Age" must serve f o r the 
moment as the best d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e i r d a t e , as l o n g 
as i t i s understood t h a t such v e s s e l s c o u l d have been 
produced f o r some time a f t e r A.D, 71. (The l o n g l i f e 
o f some common I r o n Age forms i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
o n l y pot found a t the Hasholme l o g - b o a t e x c a v a t i o n ; 
taken on s t r a t i g r a p h i c grounds t o be contemporary w i t h 
the b oat's d e p o s i t i o n , i t y i e l d e d a TL "date" o f A.D. 
190 _+ 270 and i s s t a t e d t o be o f a type s t i l l i n use i n 
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the v i c i n i t y i n the second c e n t u r y A.D. [ M i l l e t t and 
Mc G r a i l 1987, 138, f i g . 2 9 ] ) . 

Whether the complete absence o f any evidence f o r the 
use o f a p o t t e r ' s wheel i n the manufacture o f these 
v e s s e l s ( i n c o n t r a s t t o Salthouse High School, where 
t h r e e o f t h e f o u r t e e n v e s s e l s d e s c r i b e d by C h a l l i s and 
Harding are suspected o f b e i n g w h e e l - f i n i s h e d ) should 
i n c l i n e us t o see them as e a r l i e r r a t h e r than l a t e r 
w i t h i n t h i s p e r i o d i s open t o q u e s t i o n . The use o f the 
wheel i s c e r t a i n l y a t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n which 
must have an o v e r a l l c h r o n o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , and 
C h a l l i s and Harding suggest t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l y 
c o n f i n e d t o the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. n o r t h o f the Humber, 
but t h e r e i s not enough data a v a i l a b l e t o argue d a t i n g 
from the absence o f i t s use i n any p a r t i c u l a r 
assemblage o f t h i s p e r i o d . Again, the r e l a t i v e l y poor 
s t a n d a r d o f p o t t i n g a t Weel, i n c o n t r a s t t o the 
e x c e l l e n c e o f much handmade l a t e I r o n Age p o t t e r y from 
t h e r e g i o n ( C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i , 12-13), can 
no t be l i n k e d t o any scheme o f c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y 
p r o g r e s s i v e improvement i n t e c h n i q u e , and i t i s 
pr o b a b l e t h a t q u i t e l a r g e v a r i a t i o n s i n t e c h n i c a l 
accomplishment, or indeed a m b i t i o n , should be regarded 
as one o f the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f l a t e I r o n Age p o t t e r y 
f r o m t h e r e g i o n . Handmade p o t s o f t h i s p e r i o d need n o t 
be "bad", b u t n e i t h e r , q u i t e c e r t a i n l y , need they be 
"good". 

Group 4 m a t e r i a l was c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g s y s t e m a t i c 
f i e l d w a l k i n g by members o f the East R i d i n g 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y under the d i r e c t i o n o f Peter 
Armstrong on t h e 1 s t A p r i l 1983. Armstrong's f i e l d -
n otes i n the Humberside County C o u n c i l Archaeology U n i t 
SMR shew t h a t an almost square area o f some 0.77 
he c t a r e s / 1 . 9 1 acres ( f i g . 2.9b) was l i n e - w a l k e d i n a 
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n o r t h - s o u t h d i r e c t i o n w i t h w a l k e r s spaced a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
t h r e e metres a p a r t . The area walked was determined by 
the " l i m i t o f ploughed l a n d " a v a i l a b l e a t t h a t d a t e , 
and i n c l u d e s the f i n d s p o t s o f much Group 2 m a t e r i a l and 
a l l Group 3 m a t e r i a l , though n o t the area where an 
an n o t a t e d map i n H u l l Museums r e c o r d s " h i n t o f square 
f o u n d a t i o n s " on an u n s p e c i f i e d a e r i a l photograph. I t 
can be assumed from the number and s i z e o f sherds 
r e t r i e v e d t h a t t h e ploughed area had been l e f t t o 
weather f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d d u r i n g t h e pre c e d i n g 
w i n t e r . A f t e r w a l k i n g , the m a t e r i a l was washed and 
marked w i t h N a t i o n a l G r i d Reference and line-number ( 1 -
30) and s t o r e d by the Archaeology U n i t . The m a t e r i a l 
was a n a l y s e d by t h e p r e s e n t w r i t e r i n August 1987. 

Since the area was f i e l d w a l k e d a l o n g one a x i s o n l y , the 
i n f o r m a t i o n r e t r i e v e d i s o f l i m i t e d use f o r the s p a t i a l 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e I r o n Age m a t e r i a l , i n t h a t i t 
cannot be used t o suggest t he l o c a t i o n o f b u r i e d 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s o f t h i s d a t e . I t i s , however, 
e x t r e m e l y v a l u a b l e i n s u g g e s t i n g c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d s 
when land-use i n the v i c i n i t y r e s u l t e d i n the 
d e p o s i t i o n o f ceramic m a t e r i a l , a process which can 
n o r m a l l y be l i n k e d t o o c c u p a t i o n sensu s t r i c t o or t o 
the manuring o f l a n d put t o a r a b l e use. T h i s , as w i l l 
be seen below, o f f e r s the p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e l a t i n g 
p e r i o d s o f use o f t h e h i g h e r c l a y i s l a n d t o the 
changing c o n d i t i o n o f the c a r r s s u r r o u n d i n g i t . Apart 
from i t s i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t , the subsequent h i s t o r y o f 
the s i t e as suggested by the f i e l d w a l k e d m a t e r i a l i s o f 
some use i n e v a l u a t i n g t h e I r o n Age o c c u p a t i o n and i s 
t h e r e f o r e p r e s e n t e d i n some d e t a i l below. 

As a f i r s t s t e p , as many sherds as p o s s i b l e were 
a s c r i b e d t o named f a b r i c s or f a b r i c t y p e s . Sherds 
w i t h i n t h e f a b r i c range o f t h e Group 3 m a t e r i a l were 
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d e s i g n a t e d " I r o n Age", and the s m a l l amount o f Roman 
m a t e r i a l c o u l d o n l y be c a t e g o r i s e d as "Roman greyware". 
For subsequent p e r i o d s , Gareth Watkins' two t y p e - s e r i e s 
o f mediaeval and post-mediaeval p o t t e r y found i n H u l l 
and B e v e r l e y (Watkins 1987, Watkins 1989) were 
i n v a l u a b l e , and I take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y o f t h a n k i n g him 
f o r h i s h e l p i n a s c r i b i n g and d a t i n g some sherds. 
Given t h e abraded n a t u r e o f some o f t h e m a t e r i a l , some 
sherds c o u l d o n l y be assigned t o a broad p e r i o d (£.^. 
"post - m e d i a e v a l " ) and a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n 
remained u n c l a s s i f i e d . The degree o f r e f i n e m e n t 
p r o v i d e d by the above process i s unnecessary f o r 
p r e s e n t purposes, and a d e t a i l e d breakdown i n t o f a b r i c s 
need n o t be p r e s e n t e d h e r e ; i t s va l u e i s t h a t i t 
a l l o w e d t he p o t t e r y t o be regrouped i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
p e r i o d s r a t h e r more u s e f u l than the u s u a l "mediaeval" 
and "post-mediaeval". The main c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the f i e l d - w a l k e d assemblage can be 
ga t h e r e d a t a glance from t h e p i e - d i a g r a m ( f i g . 2.10). 

The p i e - d i a g r a m shews t h a t a c t i v i t y r e s u l t i n g i n 
ceramic d e p o s i t i o n i n the l i m i t e d area i n v e s t i g a t e d 
c h a r a c t e r i s e s o n l y c e r t a i n p e r i o d s . Given t he s m a l l 
s i z e o f the f i e l d - w a l k e d area we can deduce n o t h i n g 
from t h i s w hich a l l o w s us t o make statements about 
s e t t l e m e n t on, or use o f , the i s l a n d as a whole a t any 
g i v e n p e r i o d ; we a r e , however, j u s t i f i e d i n o b s e r v i n g 
t h a t , f o r example, the s i t e ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the 
c e n t r e g e n e r a t i n g the p o t t e r y found upon i t was not the 
same i n the Roman p e r i o d as i n the I r o n Age. As 
a l r e a d y suggested, t he best i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the Group 
3 I r o n Age m a t e r i a l , w i t h i t s l a r g e sherds and h i g h 
s h e r d - t o - v e s s e l r a t i o s , i s t h a t i t d e r i v e s from 
f e a t u r e s e i t h e r w i t h i n an a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t area or 
c l o s e enough t o one t o make r u b b i s h d i s p o s a l t h e r e , i n 
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a g r i c u l t u r a l d i t c h e s , f o r example, a p p r o p r i a t e . This 
may be sup p o r t e d by the s p a t i a l p a t t e r n s r e v e a l e d i n 
Histogram 1 ( f i g . 2.11) where peaks i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f I r o n Age sherds ( l i n e s 6-7, 10-11, 16-17) co u l d 
s i g n i f y o r i g i n a l f o c i o f a c t i v i t y . The t y p i c a l s m a l l , 
abraded. Group 4 I r o n Age sherd would, i n t h a t case, 
r e f l e c t the w e a t h e r i n g o f m a t e r i a l which had been i n 
the p l o u g h s o i l f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h o f ti m e , 
perhaps r e l e a s e d by mediaeval p l o u g h i n g from h i g h e r 
l e v e l s than those c o n t a i n i n g the Group 3 m a t e r i a l . The 
s m a l l amount o f Roman m a t e r i a l , by c o n t r a s t , as w e l l as 
i t s r e s t r i c t e d d i s t r i b u t i o n , i s su g g e s t i v e n e i t h e r o f 
s e t t l e m e n t nor o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e such as 
manuring. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e , however, the co
i n c i d e n c e ( f i g . 2.11) o f the m a j o r i t y o f Romano-British 
sherds w i t h b o t h the westernmost I r o n Age 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n , and w i t h s c a t t e r s o f b u r n t cobbles which 
c o u l d be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e i t h e r , n e i t h e r , or bot h o f 
these p e r i o d s . The best one can say i s t h a t "use" o f 
the i s l a n d c o n t i n u e d i n t o the Roman p e r i o d but t h a t 
t h e r e appears t o have been a r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n o f l a n d -
use (perhaps r e f l e c t i n g a change o f economic a c t i v i t y ) 
which r e s u l t e d i n a d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n o f ceramic 
d e p o s i t i o n on the s i t e i n q u e s t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
w i t h o u t more e x t e n s i v e f i e l d w o r k , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o 
suggest whether t h e r e was an a c t u a l s h i f t o f oc c u p a t i o n 
s i t e i n the Roman p e r i o d , o r o n l y a change o f use i n an 
a d j a c e n t area. 

T u r n i n g t o the post-Roman p e r i o d , t h e r e i s no ceramic 
evidence o f any s i t e a c t i v i t y from about the f i f t h t o 
the t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . There i s no way o f gauging 
what t h i s means i n r e a l terms f o r t he e a r l i e r p a r t o f 
these e i g h t c e n t u r i e s s i n c e i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t 
any p o p u l a t i o n groups u s i n g t h e i s l a n d i n the E a r l y and 
Mid d l e Saxon p e r i o d s would have been aceramic anyway. 
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The f a b r i c s i n use i n nearby Beverley i n the Late Saxon 
and Saxo-Norman p e r i o d s , however, are b o t h known and 
d i s t i n c t i v e (Watkins 1989, Didsbury and Watkins 1990). 
Some o f these (e.^. Torksey Ware and g r i t t y York t y p e s ) 
are b e g i n n i n g t o be found on r u r a l s i t e s i n the v a l l e y 
( a u t h o r ' s f i e l d w o r k a t Tranby and High Eske, G. 197 and 
1 6 1 ) , b u t n o t h i n g a t a l l i s known o f the economic 
s t a t u s o f those u s i n g them and l i t t l e can be l e a r n e d 
from t h e i r absence on t h i s s i t e . I t i s perhaps 
m a r g i n a l l y more l i k e l y t h a t the f i e l d w a l k e d area was 
wooded or under grass than put t o a r a b l e use a t t h i s 
p e r i o d , b u t i t can not be c o n c l u s i v e l y demonstrated. 
The name Fighara has a l r e a d y been mentioned i n support 
o f t h e r e h a v i n g been p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t y i n t h i s p a r t o f 
the v a l l e y d u r i n g the Anglo-Scandinavian p e r i o d , and 
Arram, t o the n o r t h ( f i g . 2 .8), may a l s o be mentioned 
i n t h i s c o n t e x t : i t d e r i v e s from the d a t i v e p l u r a l o f 
Old Scandinavian e r g and means " a t the s h i e l i n g s " 
( S m i t h 1937, 190 and 70 - 8 0 ) , and i t may be noted 
t h a t e x t e n s i v e f i e l d w a l k i n g a t Arram Grange by the 
a u t h o r i n December 1987 suggested a s i m i l a r absence o f 
Saxon and E a r l y Mediaeval m a t e r i a l , though s m a l l 
amounts o f Romano-British greyware were r e t r i e v e d . 

Over a q u a r t e r o f t h e t o t a l sherds recovered d u r i n g 
f i e l d w a l k i n g a t Weel belong t o the p e r i o d c. A.D. 1200 
- £. A.D. 1500. The s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f the two 
l o c a l l y dominant f a b r i c s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d ( i . e . 
B e v e r l e y F a b r i c 2 "Orangeware" c. A.D. 1200 - c. A.D. 
1350, and Cowick-type Humberware c. A.D. 1350 - c. A.D. 
1500) i s shewn on Histogram 2 ( f i g . 2.12); s i m i l a r 
q u a n t i t i e s o f each f a b r i c were d e p o s i t e d over s i m i l a r 
p e r i o d s o f t i m e , and the e v e nly spread, l o w - d e n s i t y 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f sherds i n b o t h f a b r i c s i s s u g g e s t i v e o f 
the same cause o f ceramic d e p o s i t i o n o p e r a t i n g 
t h r o u g h o u t the whole p e r i o d , a cause best i n t e r p r e t e d 
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as manuring o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f a r a b l e 
a g r i c u l t u r e . The complete d i s s i m i l a r i t y between t h i s 
and t he I r o n Age p a t t e r n i s n o t a b l e , and t h e r e i s no 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t e i t h e r r e s u l t s from t he same s e t o f 
Causes. The sudden onset o f a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e on the 
i s l a n d , o r a t l e a s t i t s " v i s i b i l i t y " , r o u g h l y c o i n c i d e s 
w i t h monastic d r a i n a g e o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a l l u v i a (see 
above) and i t may indeed have been f a c i l i t a t e d by 
changed c o n d i t i o n s i n the c a r r s , by improved r u n 
o f f f r o m t h e c l a y s , as w e l l as by the c l i m a t i c optimum 
c e n t r e d on £. A.D. 1200. Improved access t o such areas 
o f p o t e n t i a l l y a r a b l e l a n d may a l s o have played i t s 
p a r t . 

Only about h a l f as much m a t e r i a l r e f l e c t s a c t i v i t y on 
the s i t e d u r i n g t he somewhat l o n g e r p e r i o d from £. A.D. 
1500 t o t h e p r e s e n t day. T h i s post-mediaeval m a t e r i a l 
can v a l u a b l y be s u b - d i v i d e d and a s c r i b e d e i t h e r t o the 
s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth c e n t u r i e s ( 2 7 . 5 8 % ) , or t o the 
e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s ( 7 2 . 4 2 % ) . A 
v a r i e t y o f f a c t o r s may have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s r e s u l t 
( c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f f i e l d s a t any g i v e n p e r i o d , 
v a r i a t i o n s i n manuring p r a c t i c e e t c . ) b u t t h e r e would 
seem t o be a t l e a s t a prima f a c i e case f o r s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t the l a n d was p u t t o a r a b l e use l e s s o f t e n i n the 
p e r i o d £. A.D. 1500 - c. A.D. 1700 than i n c. A.D. 1700 
- c. A.D. 1900, and t h i s a g a i n may be l i n k e d t o the 
known s t a t e o f the s u r r o u n d i n g c a r r l a n d s . June 
Sheppard (1956, 1 1 8 f f ) has shewn t h a t the s i x t e e n t h and 
seventeenth c e n t u r i e s were a p e r i o d o f n e g l e c t i n the 
dr a i n a g e o f the H u l l v a l l e y i n g e n e r a l , and a 1602 
survey o f "drounded Ground a d j o y n i n g t o H u l l water" i n 
N o r t h Holderness b a i l i w i c k r e v e a l e d l a r g e t r a c t s o f 
c a r r l a n d , i n c l u d i n g those i n T i c k t o n p a r i s h , a t l e a s t 
s e a s o n a l l y under water (J.Sheppard 1956, 122). The 
improvements i n dra i n a g e which f i n a l l y produced the 
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r e l a t i v e l y d r y landscape o f today d i d not get f u l l y 
under way u n t i l t h e l a t e r e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The 
average depth o f water i n these Holderness Levels i n 
the w i n t e r o f 1763 was between 2'4" and 4'6" (0.71m t o 
1.37m) (Grundy 1763, quoted i n J. Sheppard 1956, 149-
150) and s i m i l a r c o n d i t i o n s c o u l d occur i n places w e l l 
i n t o the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

The main c o n c l u s i o n s t o be drawn from t h i s b r i e f study 
o f f i n d s a t Chapel Farm, Weel, can be summarised as 
f o l l o w s : 

1. I r o n Age ceramic m a t e r i a l from the s i t e i s best 
dated on c u r r e n t knowledge t o the f i r s t c e n t u r i e s 
B.C. or A.D. The n a t u r e o f the Group 3 
assemblage, and the d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n r e v e a l e d 
by a n a l y s i s o f the Group 4 m a t e r i a l , are 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e r e h a v i n g been a c t u a l 
s e t t l e m e n t on or c l o s e t o the s i t e d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d . The s i t e thus p r o v i d e s a d d i t i o n a l 
evidence f o r t h a t e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the complex c l a y 
and f e n l a n d landscapes o f the H u l l v a l l e y i n the 
l a t e I r o n Age which i s suggested by a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h i c survey ( s e c t i o n 2.3.1, above). 

2. There was a l s o a c t i v i t y on the s i t e i n the Roman 
p e r i o d , b u t , g i v e n the s m a l l area f i e l d w a l k e d , i t 
i s i m p o s s i b l e t o say whether t h i s r e s u l t e d from a 
d i r e c t c o n t i n u a t i o n o f o c c u p a t i o n from the I r o n 
Age or n o t . I t seems c l e a r from the d i f f e r e n t 
p a t t e r n s o f ceramic d e p o s i t i o n i n the two p e r i o d s 
t h a t t h e r e were changes o f land-use, p o s s i b l y 
i n c l u d i n g a s h i f t i n the p o s i t i o n o f the 
s e t t l e m e n t i t s e l f . 
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3. Subsequent patterns of ceramic deposition on the 
s i t e make i t reasonable to p o s i t a l i n k between 
the k i n d of a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y on the clay and 
the s t a t e of the surrounding fen. Much more 
fi e l d w o r k would be needed to demonstrate t h i s 
c o n c l u s i v e l y , but i t i s at l e a s t conceivable that 
arable a g r i c u l t u r e on the clay was only r e a l l y 
possible w i t h well-maintained drainage channels i n 
the a l l u v i a . I f conditions i n the carrs i n the 
l a t e r I r o n Age were s i m i l a r to those documented 
f o r the s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth centuries then 
an economy o r i e n t e d towards the e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
the fen f o r both grazing and f l o r a l / f a u n a l 
resources seems most l i k e l y . 

POTTERY CATALOGUE (FIG. 2.13) 

Numbers i n brackets are Humberside County Council 
Archaeology Unit Drawing O f f i c e Numbers. The o r i g i n a l 
drawings are stored I n the Unit Drawing O f f i c e i n 
Beverley. The pots were drawn by Mr Chris Clarke, whom 
I take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y of thanking. 

1. (3432) Hard, extremely sandy f a b r i c w i t h 
abundant i l l - s o r t e d l a r g e l y angular 
temper i n c l u d i n g quartz and Type 1 (most 
abundant) i n the 5-lOmm range. Temper 
ex t r u s i v e on both faces, but e x t e r i o r 
more smoothly f i n i s h e d . Reduced to dark 
grey i n core; v a r i a b l e b u f f w i t h yellow 
and reddish-orange patches over much of 
e x t e r i o r and upper part of i n t e r i o r . 

2. (3433) Fabric s i m i l a r to 1, above, but probably 
not the same vessel. 
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3. (3434) Hard f a b r i c , abundantly tempered. 
Angular quartz grains i n the l-2nun 
range. Type 1 up to 4mm, w i t h some dark 
glassy grains, and crumbly red 
in c l u s i o n s ( p o s s i b l y "grog"). Very 
micaceous surfaces. I n t e r i o r surface 
very roughly f i n i s h e d , w i t h extrusive 
temper. Reduced to dark grey i n core, 
w i t h brown core-margins and i n t e r i o r 
surface; patchy brown and dark grey 
e x t e r i o r . 

4. (3435) Hard sandy f a b r i c w i t h quartz i n c l u s i o n s 
up to 2mm. Occasional Type 1 inclusi o n s 
up to 5mm. Well f i n i s h e d i n t e r i o r . 
Reduced to dark grey i n core, w i t h grey-
brown i n t e r i o r and patchy red and orange 
e x t e r i o r , dark grey where abraded. 

5. (3436) S o f t i s h f a b r i c w i t h abundant i l l - s o r t e d 
i n c l u s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g : angular Type 1 i n 
the 4mm range, grey rounded pebbles 
between 4mm and 9mm, and 5mm sub-
rounded quartz pebble showing i n the 
i n t e r i o r face. Many reddish-brown 
i n c l u s i o n s around 2mm are v i s i b l e i n 
both faces. Occasional voids l e f t by 
burned-out vegetable matter. Grooves as 
of finger-marks below rim, and generally 
uneven e x t e r i o r surface. Reduced to 
dark grey i n core, w i t h l i g h t yellow to 
b u f f i n t e r i o r , grey i n places, and 
yellow b u f f e x t e r i o r w i t h reddish-orange 
and dark grey patches. 
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6. (3437) S o f t i s h f a b r i c . Copiously g r i t t e d w i t h 
very angular pink and l i g h t - c o l o u r e d 
quartz temper around 3-4mm. Lumpy 
e x t e r i o r surface. Reduced to dark grey 
throughout except f o r a sandy brown area 
below the rim on the i n t e r i o r . 

7. (3438) Hard, very sandy f a b r i c , having a very 
micaceous " s p a r k l i n g " surface 
appearance. Heterogeneous g r i t s up to 
5mm (quartz) but most below 2mm. 
Angular quartz and mica most apparent. 
Dark grey, almost black, i n t e r i o r ; 
brownish body shews through area of dark 
grey burnishing on the e x t e r i o r shoulder 
of the vessel, which i s q u i t e abraded. 
Apparently pre-depositional residue on 
the i n t e r i o r of the rim. 

8. (3439) So f t , sandy f a b r i c w i t h moderately 
abundant sub-angular quartz g r i t s around 
1mm, and various l i g h t - c o l o u r e d 
i n c l u s i o n s i n the 2-6mm range, possibly 
i n c l u d i n g f l i n t and Type 1 temper. 
Single red (haematite?) i n c l u s i o n . 
Reduced to dark grey i n core w i t h 
pinkish-yellow i n t e r i o r , and grey-buff 
e x t e r i o r w i t h p i n k i s h patches on rim. 
Quite worn. 

9. (3440) Soft f a b r i c moderately tempered w i t h 
quartz g r i t s up to 7mm, extrusive on 
both faces, most i n the 3-4mm range. 
One possible Type 1 i n c l u s i o n . Temper 
more homogeneous than no.8, above, but 
f a b r i c very s i m i l a r and possibly from 
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same "batch" of clay. Reduced to grey 
i n core w i t h dark grey e x t e r i o r and 
p i n k i s h and y e l l o w - b u f f i n t e r i o r . 

10. (3441) S o f t , very sandy f a b r i c sparsely 
tempered w i t h occasional Type 1 
i n c l u s i o n s i n the 2mm range. Reduced to 
dark grey w i t h pinkish-orange patches on 
the top of, and I n s i d e , the rim. 
I n t e r i o r surface rather worn. E x t e r i o r 
possibly o r i g i n a l l y smoothed. 

11. (3442) Hard f a b r i c w i t h abundant angular temper 
around 5mm (mainly Type 1) set i n a f i n e 
sandy matrix. Temper extrusive on both 
faces. Sandy b u f f w i t h orange patches, 
unreduced. Many v e r t i c a l f i n g e r 
smoothings and depressions. 

2.3.2.3 The l a t e I r o n Age settlement at R e d c l l f f , 
North F e r r i b y (G.187) 

R e d c l l f f i s a low raorainic c l i f f of t i l l and g l a c i o -
l a c u s t r l n e sands and gravels on the n o r t h shore of the 
Humber at SE 981250. I t l i e s west of the v i l l a g e of 
North F e r r i b y , and i s u s u a l l y r e f e r r e d to as "North 
F e r r i b y " i n both the geological and archaeological 
l i t e r a t u r e , although i t a c t u a l l y l i e s i n the 
neighbouring p a r i s h of Welton. The c l i f f i s 
approximately t w o - t h i r d s of a mile long, r i s i n g from a 
l i t t l e over high water mark at each end to a t t a i n a 
maximum height of almost lOm AOD, representing the 
highest land close to the water's edge f o r several 
miles i n each d i r e c t i o n . Geologically the c l i f f i s a 
section through a morainic ridge which once probably 
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blocked the Humber Gap and impounded Lake Humber i n the 
Late Devensian period. The cross-bedded gravels which 
cap i t s sequence of Skipsea T i l l o v e r l a i n by g l a c i o -
l a c u s t r i n e sands and s i l t s were deposited by water 
f l o w i n g eastwards, possibly e a r l y overflow from Lake 
Humber (Crowther 1987b, 102). A s i m i l a r c l i f f occurs at 
South F e r r i b y on the opposite bank of the r i v e r . There 
are several d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i v e accounts of the 
g e o l o g i c a l composition of the c l i f f , notably Stather 
1896, Bisat 1931, and De Boer, Neale and Penny 1958 
(196). (See f i g . 2.14). 

The c l i f f has been known as an archaeological s i t e 
since at l e a s t 1904 (see f u r t h e r below), and 
i n t e r m i t t e n t c o l l e c t i o n there throughout most of the 
t w e n t i e t h century has y i e l d e d an important body of 
f i r s t - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l , i n c l u d i n g A r r e t i n e and Gallo-
Belgic p o t t e r y and LPRIA coinage. The loosely 
consolidated nature of the c l i f f ' s deposits, and i t s 
exposed south-facing aspect, d i c t a t e that i t i s 
c o n t i n u a l l y subject to t i d a l and sub-aerial erosion, so 
t h a t a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l and archaeological features 
are r e g u l a r l y exposed i n the c l i f f face as i t i s cut 
back. The foreshore below the c l i f f has been a 
c o l l e c t i n g area f o r amateur archaeologists f o r many 
years, and the l a s t two decades have seen s u b s t a n t i a l 
a c t i v i t y by metal d e t e c t o r i s t s on and around the s i t e . 
Some of the l a t t e r , i n p a r t i c u l a r , have acted as human 
agents of erosion, and the t e l l - t a l e signs of 
u n c o n t r o l l e d digging, amounting on occasions to the 
wholesale plunder of archaeological data, are f a m i l i a r 
to those who have kept a watching b r i e f on the c l i f f 
d uring the 1980s. A r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l from the c l i f f 
and the beach below i t w i l l be discussed i n greater 
d e t a i l below. Before proceeding to t h i s , however, a 
survey of the published l i t e r a t u r e w i l l provide a 
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u s e f u l guide to the h i s t o r y of work on the s i t e and 
previous I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of i t s nature. 

I t has been sta t e d t h a t the s i t e was " f i r s t discovered" 
by the brothers C.W. and E.V. Wright i n the 1930s 
(Crowther, Creighton and W i l l i s 1988, 40); the e a r l i e s t 
record of archaeological m a t e r i a l from the c l i f f known 
to the present author, however, i s Thomas Sheppard's 
1904 account of a "valuable c o l l e c t i o n of earthenware 
fragments from North F e r r i b y " donated by Mr 
Featherstone, who "excavates f o r the b e n e f i t of the 
Museum" (T. Sheppard 1904, 5). The donor i s probably 
t h a t Mr Featherstone who i s mentioned on several 
occasions i n the pages of H u l l Museums Publications and 
who presented, amongst other a n t i q u i t i e s , an important 
c o l l e c t i o n of p r e h i s t o r i c stone implements. The 
p o t t e r y c o l l e c t e d on t h i s occasion included, according 
to Sheppard, a piece of saraian stamped "A q T". I t 
seems most probable, however, tha t the sherd described 
was a c t u a l l y from a t e r r a rubra vessel stamped by the 
p o t t e r ACUTUS. One of the most d i s t i n c t i v e of t h i s 
p o t t e r ' s several stamps consists of the three l e t t e r s 
AQT, the Q being considerably smaller than the l e t t e r s 
which f l a n k i t and occupying only the upper h a l f of the 
die space (Hawkes and H u l l 1947, Plate XLV, stamp 
number 9 ) , a f a c t which Sheppard may have been t r y i n g 
t o convey by u t i l i s i n g a lower case "q" i n h i s 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n . Val Rigby, w i t h whom the present author 
has discussed t h i s matter, f i n d s the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
reasonable and suggests (pers. comm.. May 1990) that 
the stamp i s probably best regarded as l a t e Augustan i n 
t h i s context. The existence of t h i s stamp has been 
Ignored i n a l l subsequent discussions of p o t t e r y from 
the s i t e , though i t ranks as one of the e a r l i e s t pieces 
of imported p o t t e r y to be recorded from i t , ACUTUS 
being a c t i v e i n the l a t e Augustan to Claudlan period 
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(Hawkes and H u l l 1947, 208). Only three other Gallo-
Belgic stamps are reported from the s i t e by Rigby 
(Rigby 1976, 130), a l l of them being post-Claudian and 
on t e r r a n i g r a . Perhaps the greatest s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
the sherd under discussion, i f the author's 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s c o r r e c t , i s the i m p l i c a t i o n that 
features which were being eroded almost a century ago 
may have contained e a r l i e r imported m a t e r i a l than those 
c u r r e n t l y under i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The importance of t h i s 
p o i n t f o r s i t e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and chronology can hardly 
be over-emphasised; p r i n c i p l e s of h o r i z o n t a l 
s t r a t i g r a p h y might c e r t a i n l y be expected to apply on a 
c l i f f - t o p s i t e , i f anywhere, and i t may be that the 
e a r l i e s t s i t e a c t i v i t y was close to the contemporary 
shore-line and hence long since l o s t to erosion. As 
w i l l be seen below, there are other suggestions i n the 
s i t e assemblage that there was considerable a c t i v i t y at 
R e d c l i f f before the Claudlo-Neronian f l o r u i t emphasised 
by the most recent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s (see f u r t h e r below). 
Unfortunately, there appears to be no trace of the 
Featherstone m a t e r i a l i n the Museum's present 
c o l l e c t i o n s , and i t must presumably be accounted a 
wartime l o s s . Sheppard concluded h i s account of the 
ma t e r i a l w i t h the kind of evaluation of i t s l o c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e which, as we s h a l l see i n Chapter 3, he 
was extremely fond of making: "As Roman remains are 
never found i n H u l l , the s i t e of H u l l probably being i n 
Roman times an impassable s a l t marsh, i t i s extremely 
g r a t i f y i n g to l o c a l lovers of a n t i q u i t i e s that Roman 
remains are found w i t h i n a few miles of the c i t y . " 

This Featherstone c o l l e c t i o n i s undoubtedly the same 
body of m a t e r i a l which was r e f e r r e d to by Sheppard a 
few years l a t e r (T. Sheppard 1907): "recently at North 
F e r r i b y several i n t e r e s t i n g pieces of Roman po t t e r y 
have been washed from the c l i f f , i n c l u d i n g a piece of 
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Samlan ware w i t h the maker's mark thereon, and a 
fragment of an e x c e p t i o n a l l y large vase of Roman date". 
Sheppard, as a l l connoisseurs of h i s career w i l l be 
aware, was never averse to p u b l i s h i n g the same m a t e r i a l 
several times over, and h i s use of the word "r e c e n t l y " 
i s explained by the f a c t that the 1907 paper was 
o r i g i n a l l y "read" i n February 1905, the Featherstone 
m a t e r i a l having been accessioned by the Museum i n the 
f i r s t quarter of 1904. This 1907 paper i s given as 
A u t h o r i t y No. 2 by the Ordnance Survey Site Index 
(reference SE 92 NE 6 ) , though i t converts Sheppard's 
" r e c e n t l y " i n t o "1906"; s i m i l a r e r r o r e x i s t s i n H u l l 
Museums SMR, which assumes the m a t e r i a l was found i n 
1907. A u t h o r i t y No. 1 i n OSSI i s the OS 6" map of 1928 
which records "Roman p o t t e r y found AD 1906" at SE 
98202502. Both a u t h o r i t i e s c l e a r l y r e f e r to the same 
f i n d of m a t e r i a l , the true discovery date of which i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , not "1906" but "before March 1904". 

The next, and arguably most Important, period of 
c o l l e c t i o n from the c l i f f began i n the summer of 1932, 
when the Wright b r o t h e r s , both then schoolboys, began 
to c o l l e c t bones, oyster s h e l l s , p o t t e r y and raetalwork 
from patches of loose dark earth exposed i n the face. 
These f i n d s received t h e i r f i r s t p u b l i c a t i o n i n the 
Yorkshire Archaeological Journal a f t e r Sheppard had 
n o t i f i e d them to Mary Kitson Clark f o r I n c l u s i o n i n her 
annual "Roman Yorkshire" compilation (Clark 1934, 
199). Clark noted the presence of stamped t e r r a n i g r a 
and f i n e white wares among the p o t t e r y , and described a 
copper a l l o y brooch of the "Aucissa p r o f i l e " , 
ornamented w i t h l a t e r a l knobs (Collingwood Group P, or 
"Hod H i l l " t y p e ) . Further f i n d s from the c l i f f were 
made i n 1934 and recorded by Clark i n the same jo u r n a l 
(Clark 1936, 233); these included a brooch of 
Collingwood Group G, a tw i s t e d copper a l l o y chain which 
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may have belonged to i t , and the possible p i n of a 
penannular brooch. The two sets of f i n d s , together 
w i t h a b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l reference to the e a r l i e r 
Featherstone m a t e r i a l , formed the basis of the North 
F e r r i b y entry i n Clark's Gazetteer (Clark 1935, 81-82), 
where the t e r r a n i g r a i s dated t o "not ... l a t e r than 
the t h i r d quarter of the f i r s t century A.D.". Sheppard 
i s c r e d i t e d w i t h advising the Wrights where to d i g . A 
"forthcoming" account of the f i n d s by Sheppard i n 
Transactions of the East Riding Antiquarian Society i s 
r e f e r r e d to by Clark i n both 1935 and 1936 (see 
f u r t h e r below) 

The f i r s t d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the Wrights' f i n d s 
from the c l i f f i s contained i n Corder and Davies Pryce 
1938. The s i t e was c l e a r l y c a l c u l a t e d to be of great 
i n t e r e s t to Corder, who had been excavating at 
Brough/Petuaria, some 2^ miles to the west, between 
1933 and 1937. The paper opens w i t h an account by C.W. 
Wright of the s i t e and the work c a r r i e d out by him and 
hi s b r o t h e r , no mention being made of Sheppard's 
supposed i n i t i a t i n g r o l e i n the discoveries. The 
features from which the a r t e f a c t s derived are described 
as rubbish p i t s , and a possible hut f l o o r . The bulk of 
the paper consists of a catalogue of the p o t t e r y and 
raetalwork recovered by the Wrights, i n c l u d i n g those 
objects recorded by Clark i n 1934 and 1936. Mentioned 
f o r the f i r s t time among the metalwork i s a copper 
a l l o y s t y l u s . A d e t a i l e d t y p o l o g i c a l discussion of the 
p o t t e r y l e d the authors to the conclusion (o£. c i t . , 
270) t h a t i t dated almost wholly to the f i r s t h a l f of 
the f i r s t century A.D. and tha t much of i t was 
t y p o l o g i c a l l y pre-Claudian. I t s presence on the s i t e 
i s discussed i n terms of "pre-Claudian ... Romano-
Gaulish commercial p e n e t r a t i o n i n t o B r i t a i n " (o£. c i t . , 
271) , S i m i l a r assemblages of imported p o t t e r y were not 
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then known f u r t h e r n o r t h than Leicester, a f a c t which 
i n c l i n e d the authors to favour sea-borne trade w i t h the 
Continent, perhaps as a northward extension of the 
trade w i t h Colchester, as the mechanism by which the 
m a t e r i a l had a r r i v e d on s i t e , and i t s presence i n the 
t e r r i t o r y of the P a r i s l was seen as "a s t r i k i n g 
instance of the extension of Romano-Gallic Influence 
amongst a t r i b e which was not of the Belglc stock" (op. 
c i t . , 271). The possible Camulodunum connection was 
accepted by Hawkes and H u l l (1947, 134), who stated 
unambiguously t h a t "at North F e r r i b y on the Humber ... 
an assemblage of Belgic p o t t e r y s i m i l a r to that of 
Camulodunura a t t e s t s close r e l a t i o n s (doubtless by sea) 
w i t h Cunobelin' s c a p i t a l i n the l a t t e r part of h i s 
r e i g n " . Careful consideration was also given by Corder 
and Davies Pryce to the l o c a t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
s i t e , on the only high land near the water's edge on 
the n o r t h bank of the Humber f o r some miles, and 
d i r e c t l y opposite equally high land at South Ferriby, 
where e a r l y f i r s t - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l had also been 
recovered (T. Sheppard 1906). The s i t e at R e d c l i f f was 
seen as being the northern terminus of a pre-Roman 
r i v e r crossing which would be abandoned when Ermine 
S t r e e t , which must have terminated some three miles 
west of South F e r r i b y , was constructed. North Ferriby 
was seen as being equally w e l l placed, i n the pre-
Claudian period, f o r t r a f f i c w i t h the i n h a b i t a n t s of 
the L i n c o l n s h i r e Wolds and f o r sea-borne trade. The 
f a c t t h a t Corder had excavated no s i m i l a r p o t t e r y 
assemblages at Brough, the e a r l i e s t p o t t e r y found there 
being c o n f i d e n t l y dated by him to the second h a l f of 
the f i r s t century, l e d the authors to the conclusion 
th a t "the P a r i s ! , who i n h a b i t e d the settlement at North 
F e r r i b y , abandoned t h a t s i t e and established themselves 
at Petuaria soon a f t e r A.D.47" (o£. c i t . . 264). I t i s 
important to note t h a t t h i s I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s i t e 
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and i t s chronology remained unchallenged u n t i l a r e 
examination of the p o t t e r y by Rigby a generation l a t e r 
(Rigby 1976, see f u r t h e r below). 

Corder followed up h i s paper w i t h Davies Pryce by 
mounting e x p l o r a t o r y excavations i n September 1938, 
while the Wrights made f u r t h e r discoveries i n the c l i f f 
face i n January 1939. There i s no extant archive from 
these excavations, but r e s u l t s were summarised i n 
Corder, Wright and Wright 1939 (September); a si n g l e 
A r r e t i n e p l a t t e r of Loeschke Form 2 from the 1938 
excavations, ascribed to the l a t e Augustan-Tiberian 
p e r i o d , had been published by Corder and Davies Pryce a 
few months e a r l i e r (Corder and Davies Pryce 1939 
[ A p r i l ] ) . Corder, Wright and Wright rehearsed the 
conclusions presented i n Corder and Davies Pryce 1938 
and published a s e l e c t i o n of p o t t e r y and metalwork, the 
m a j o r i t y of which was from the 1938 excavations. There 
was l i t t l e to r e p o r t from the 1938 season apart from 
"somewhat i n d i s t i n c t p i t s and l i t t l e ditches that could 
not be planned" (o£. c i t . , 239), though the trenching 
d i d serve to show t h a t the occupation extended some way 
i n l a n d from the contemporary c l i f f face and had not 
been e n t i r e l y removed by erosion. The discovery by the 
Wrights of what was i n t e r p r e t e d as a hut f l o o r exposed 
i n the c l i f f face i n January 1939 yi e l d e d f u r t h e r 
a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l i n c l u d i n g the A r r e t i n e p l a t t e r 
already r e f e r r e d t o . The most important advance i n 
s i t e chronology was the conclusion that occupation "may 
have extended to A.D. 75 or 80" (o£. c i t . , 240), f o r 
the 1938 excavations had produced a sherd of r u s t i c a t e d 
ware and a Dolphin brooch of Collingwood Type H, while 
a samian Dr 29 had also been recovered from the eastern 
end of the c l i f f . These f i n d s were taken as "evidence 
of some overlap of occupation w i t h that of Petuarla" 
(op. c i t . , 243). 
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The l a s t , and by f a r the l e a s t u s e f u l , c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
the l i t e r a t u r e of the s i t e i n the 1930s, but one that 
must be mentioned, i s Sheppard's paper of 1938, 
published both i n Transactions of the East Riding 
A n t i q u a r i a n Society and as a H u l l Museum Pu b l i c a t i o n . 
I t i s an extremely garbled and careless account of 
f i n d s from the s i t e , accompanied by rudimentary 
sketches of p o t t e r y , among which may f a i n t l y be 
discerned a t e r r a n i g r a cup and the rim of a bu t t 
beaker. The paper opens w i t h a claim to have found, 
many years before, "four or f i v e halves of p l a i n bowl-
shaped vessels ... which had e v i d e n t l y been washed from 
the c l i f f s " . I f t h i s had been the case, then, most 
unusually f o r Sheppard, he had never published the 
f a c t , and i t may be that the reference i s a careless 
a l l u s i o n to the f i n d s made by Mr Featherstone, whom 
Sheppard appears to have f o r g o t t e n by t h i s time and 
who, indeed, has received only a si n g l e mention i n the 
s i t e l i t e r a t u r e between 1904 and the present day (Clark 
1935, 81, r e f e r r e d t o above). However t h i s may be, 
Sheppard asserts t h a t he has " r e c e n t l y " t o l d the 
Wrights of h i s previous discoveries and that they have 
"since" found the m a t e r i a l and features i n the c l i f f 
face which have already been described (T. Sheppard 
1938, 166). The word " r e c e n t l y " i s hardly j u s t i f i a b l e , 
given the s i x years of discovery and p u b l i c a t i o n which 
had elapsed since 1932, and i t may be th a t the paper i s 
a h a s t i l y r e v ised version of t h a t which had been noted 
by Kitson Clark as "forthcoming" i n Transactions of the 
East Riding Antiquarian Society some years before 
(Clark 1935, Clark 1936). The paper i n i t s published 
form would seem to have been f i n a l i s e d i n 1938, f o r i t 
r e f e r s to "trenches" and "excavations"; n e i t h e r Corder 
nor Davies Pryce receive any mention i n the paper, 
however, despite t h e i r major Involvement w i t h the s i t e 
and the f a c t t h a t Sheppard describes metalwork already 
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published by them (Corder and Davies Pryce 1938). The 
paper would be of more i n t e r e s t to Sheppard's 
biographers than as a c o n t r i b u t i o n to the s i t e 
l i t e r a t u r e were i t not f o r the f a c t that h i s 
de s c r i p t i o n s of some of the p o t t e r y recovered would 
seem to have had important consequences f o r s i t e 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I t must be noted at t h i s p o i n t , 
f i r s t l y , t h a t E.V. Wright r e c e n t l y l e f t h i s audience i n 
l i t t l e doubt, i n a pu b l i c l e c t u r e at H u l l U n i v e r s i t y , 
of the deep inadequacy of Sheppard's knowledge of 
Roman pottery^•'• ̂ ; and, secondly, th a t Sheppard r e f e r s 
i n t h i s paper to classes of p o t t e r y which neither 
Kitson Clark, Corder, nor Davies Pryce had recognised 
i n the growing assemblage from the s i t e . Thus, he 
r e f e r s to what, from the d e s c r i p t i o n given, i s 
e v i d e n t l y a b u t t beaker as "Caistor ware", as w e l l as 
to greywares of the "Throlum" ( s i c ) type, and to s h e l l -
tempered wares, "the most common form of p o t t e r y ... 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the f o u r t h century A.D." (op. c i t . , 
167; my i t a l i c s ) . His apparent ignorance of the extant 
s i t e l i t e r a t u r e i s also suggested by the po t t e r y 
d e s c r i p t i o n s employed, f o r he r e f e r s to "almost 
polished pieces of dark grey m a t e r i a l " , stamped, and 
" c l e a r l y o r i g i n a l l y shallow dishes", without employing 
the term t e r r a n i g r a (op. c i t . , 167), and asserts that 
no " t r u e " , but only "bastard", samian had been found on 
the s i t e (o£. c i t . , 169), a t r u l y astonishing claim 
given the p u b l i c a t i o n by Corder and Davies Pryce of an 

( 1 ) . The Humber and i t s Environs i n History and 
Preh i s t o r y , day school held at H u l l U n i v e r s i t y , 19th 
September 1987. Papers de l i v e r e d form the core of 
E l l i s and Crowther 1990. See Wright 1990. 
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e a r l y South Gaulish p l a t t e r of form 15/17 (Corder and 
Davies Pryce 1938, f i g . 2, no. 1) and h i s own report of 
stamped "samian" from the s i t e i n 1907. Sheppard's 
a s s e r t i o n t h a t l a t e r Roman (Caistor and Throlam), and 
s p e c i f i c a l l y f o u r t h - c e n t u r y , wares had been found on 
the s i t e i s the only such claim i n the l i t e r a t u r e and 
must th e r e f o r e be assumed to be the source of Wacher's 
statement t h a t North F e r r i b y was "apparently s t i l l 
occupied i n the f o u r t h century" (Wacher 1974, 395). 
Since an unbroken occupation at R e d c l i f f i s an 
important p a r t of Wacher's case i n seeking the s i t e of 
Petuaria near North F e r r i b y , r a t h e r than at Brough on 
Humber (Wacher 1974, 394-397), i t i s c l e a r l y most 
important to stress the u t t e r u n r e l i a b i l i t y of 
Sheppard's 1938 account of the p o t t e r y , and to note 
t h a t there i s no evidence at a l l to suggest that the 
s i t e as pr e s e n t l y known continued as a settlement focus 
much a f t e r the Flavian period (see f u r t h e r below). 

The post-war period saw no resumption of d e t a i l e d 
f i e l d w o r k on the c l i f f u n t i l the 1980s, though museum 
accession numbers shew c l e a r l y that the ma t e r i a l 
archive continued to be enhanced during the 1950s and 
1960s, p a r t l y as a r e s u l t of a continuing i n t e r e s t i n , 
and i n t e r m i t t e n t watching b r i e f on, the s i t e by E.V. 
Wright. "Recent" p o t t e r y from the c l i f f was displayed 
i n H u l l i n the mid-1960s, and the e x h i b i t i o n catalogue 
reveals t h a t the pre-war chronology of the s i t e was 
s t i l l accepted ( H u l l Museums 1966). A Colchester 
brooch found on the foreshore i n 1967 was described by 
Stead (1971) w i t h other pre-Conquest m a t e r i a l from 
Yorkshire. The s i t e received occasional mention i n 
wider studies i n the 1970s, e i t h e r i n r e l a t i o n to 
Brough/Petuaria (Wacher 1974, 3 9 4 f f ) , or as providi n g 
evidence of established t r a d i n g r e l a t i o n s between the 
P a r i s l and t e r r i t o r i e s to the south before the conquest 
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of A.D. 71 ( C u n l i f f e 1974, 113). The main c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to the l i t e r a t u r e i n t h i s period was, however, Rigby's 
study of 1976, i n which she compared the Gallo-Belgic 
assemblages from North Ferrib y and Old Winteringham and 
found them not only remarkably s i m i l a r i n composition 
but "both scarce i n forms which are demonstrably pre-
Claudian i n date", w i t h the emphasis "on forms which 
are most common i n Claudian and l a t e r contexts" (Rigby 
1976, 134). This Claudio-Neronian emphasis among the 
Gallo-Belgic wares received support from B.R. Hartley's 
examination of the three pieces of samian then known 
from the s i t e , a r e p o r t on which i s included i n Rigby's 
paper. Two were South Gaulish and of Claudio-Neronian 
date, and the t h i r d , the Loeschke form 2A already 
published by Corder and Davies Pryce (1939), was held 
to be T i b e r i a n or very e a r l y Claudian and u n l i k e l y to 
have a r r i v e d on s i t e a f t e r the 40s of the f i r s t century 
A.D. 

The l a s t reference to the s i t e which need be noted 
before proceeding to a discussion of the present 
author's f i e l d w o r k , and the subsequent excavations, i s 
an undergraduate d i s s e r t a t i o n i n the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Wales by D.G. Reid (Reid 1980). I t s p r i n c i p a l value 
l i e s i n the f a c t t h a t Reid drew the c l i f f i n section 
f o r a distance of 160m west of Long P l a n t a t i o n , 
apparently i n September 1979 (Reid 1980, f i g . 1 ) . I t 
represents the f i r s t attempt to draw the c l i f f face f o r 
archaeological as w e l l as geological purposes. I t 
shews various features which Reid i n t e r p r e t s as 
archaeological, i n c l u d i n g the supposed remains of two 
of Corder's 1938 trenches, and c l e a r l y marks the "grey 
occupation l a y e r " west of Long P l a n t a t i o n which was 
l a t e r to be the focus of the present author's fi e l d w o r k 
and subsequently of H u l l Museums' 1986-1989 excavations 
(Feature 1, f i g s . 2.15 and 2.16). There are also 
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valuable photographs of the c l i f f , i n c l u d i n g t h i s 
"occupation l a y e r " , taken i n January 1980, which 
complement various l a t e nineteenth- and e a r l y 
twentieth-century photographic archives of the c l i f f 
held i n H u l l Museum (£.^. the Mason albums of the 
1890s, p a r t of the Natural H i s t o r y c o l l e c t i o n s ) . 

The present author began a watching b r i e f on the c l i f f 
i n the summer of 1984, a period when i t was being 
subjected to a d i s c o n c e r t i n g l y large amount of un
authorised digging. Pottery and animal bone dislodged 
during these operations, and overlooked by the 
"excavators", could be found i n the loose m a t e r i a l at 
the f o o t of the c l i f f and were c o l l e c t e d by the author. 
He had also during t h i s period compiled new l i s t s of 
metalwork from the foreshore below the c l i f f , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y LPRIA coinage, reported to H u l l Museums by 
metal d e t e c t o r l s t s . I n September 1984, David Crowther 
i n i t i a t e d the Melton P i l o t P r o j e c t , the aims of which 
are o u t l i n e d i n an unpublished document (Crowther 1984) 
w r i t t e n s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the members of the F i e l d 
Studies Group of the East Riding Archaeological 
Society, which was to provide the f i e l d team f o r the 
p r o j e c t . The main aims as stated i n t h i s document 
were tw o f o l d : f i r s t l y , to i n v e s t i g a t e an exposure of 
estuarlne clay and peat i n the i n t e r t i d a l zone of the 
foreshore west of R e d c l l f f , an exposure containing 
wooden s t r u c t u r e s of "probable l a t e r p r e h i s t o r i c date"; 
and, secondly, to measure erosion and p l o t the 
archaeology of the c l i f f , "the [ e r o s i o n a l ] threat to 
which i s undoubtedly compounded by ploughing and 
treasure hunting" (Crowther 1984, 1 ) . The i n t e r t i d a l 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n was stated as the "immediate p r i o r i t y " 
and the work on the c l i f f would use "conventional 'dry' 
methods [which] need not be e x p l i c i t l y stated here" 
(Crowther 1984, 1 ) . The i n t e r t i d a l f i e l d w o r k was 
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planned t o take p l a c e " i n the autumn and s p r i n g o f 
1984-5" ( l o c . c i t . ) . Having a l r e a d y noted an ur g e n t 
need f o r a w a t c h i n g b r i e f on t h e c l i f f , and g i v e n the 
f a c t t h a t t h e r e s t o f the f i e l d team were t o be 
occupied w i t h the i n t e r t i d a l work u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g 
s p r i n g , the a u t h o r suggested t h a t he should be 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the R e d c l i f f component i n the p r o j e c t , 
d o n a t i n g t o i t t h e r e s e a r c h which he had a l r e a d y 
commenced, and t h i s was agreed. A synopsis o f the work 
c a r r i e d out by the a u t h o r on the c l i f f i s p r o v i d e d 
below, and t h i s work, t o g e t h e r w i t h a new c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f the s i t e a r c h i v e , an assessment o f i t s 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r s i t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and chronology, 
and an i n t e r i m r e p o r t on the p o t t e r y from the 
e x c a v a t i o n s o f 1986, formed the b a s i s o f the aut h o r ' s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o Crowther and Didsbury 1988. 

The a u t h o r wishes t o c o r r e c t , a t t h i s p o i n t , c e r t a i n 
m i s l e a d i n g i m p r e s s i o n s i n r e c e n t l i t e r a t u r e r e g a r d i n g 
what he sees as h i s own l e a d i n g r o l e i n the f i e l d w o r k 
w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n the e x c a v a t i o n programme which began 
i n 1986. I n Crowther and Didsbury 1988 i t subsumed i n 
the d e s c r i p t i o n "assessment and i n v e s t i g a t i o n by H u l l 
C i t y Museums and A r t G a l l e r i e s " (o£. c i t . , 1 ) , whereas 
the work was a c t u a l l y u n d ertaken, as s t a t e d by the 
au t h o r i n 1986 ( D i d s b u r y 1986a, 29) "on b e h a l f o f [ t h e 
East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l ] S o c i e t y , Durham U n i v e r s i t y 
and H u l l Museums". The a u t h o r ' s f i e l d notebooks r e c o r d 
a t o t a l o f t h i r t y - o n e / w o r k i n g v i s i t s t o the c l i f f 
between November 1984 and the opening o f exca v a t i o n s i n 
Summer 1986; on o n l y t h r e e o f these occasions was H u l l 
Museums r e p r e s e n t e d by i t s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t a f f and the 
o n l y o p e r a t i o n out o f those summarised below i n which 
" H u l l Museums" was p h y s i c a l l y i n v o l v e d was the l a y i n g 
o u t o f a datum l i n e a l o n g t h e c l i f f t o p and the 
commencement o f e r o s i o n m o n i t o r i n g by o f f s e t 
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measurements from i t . I t must a l s o be s t r e s s e d t h a t , 
pace t he statement i n Crowther 1987a, the o n l y person 
who a s s i s t e d t h e a u t h o r i n the measured drawing o f a 
30m s e c t i o n o f the c l i f f - f a c e was Mr Gordon O s t l e r , h i s 
c o - d i s c o v e r e r o f the v i l l a s i t e a t Fishpond Wood, Risby 
( s e c t i o n 3.2.2.1, b e l o w ) . E x c a v a t i o n a t North F e r r i b y 
was n o t o r i g i n a l l y envisaged as a r i s i n g out o f the 
Melt on P i l o t P r o j e c t , and i t i s c l e a r t o the present 
a u t h o r t h a t i t i s h i s own r e s e a r c h and f i e l d w o r k from 
summer 1984 onwards which h i g h l i g h t e d the u r g e n t need 
f o r such e x c a v a t i o n and enabled the case f o r i t t o be 
made t o the landowners and t o o t h e r f u n d i n g b o d i e s . 

The main components o f the f i e l d w o r k undertaken by the 
au t h o r are di s c u s s e d below (see a l s o f i g s . 2.15, 2.16): 

1. I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the c l i f f f a c e . 

The c l i f f was i n i t i a l l y s c r u t i n i s e d f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
f e a t u r e s a l o n g i t s l e n g t h by o b s e r v a t i o n from the beach 
below and, where p o s s i b l e , from the h e a v i l y overgrown 
t a l u s which obscured the lower h a l f o f the face f o r 
much o f i t s l e n g t h . ( E x c e p t i o n a l l y severe storm damage 
has r e c e n t l y [March 1990] removed these d e p o s i t s 
e n t i r e l y , an i n d i c a t i o n o f the sudden e r o s i o n a l s t r e s s 
t o which t he c l i f f i s s u b j e c t ) . Three areas o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t were noted d u r i n g t h i s i n i t i a l 
s u rvey ( f i g . 2.16), The f i r s t was an "occupation 
l a y e r " o f coarse g r e y loam occupying a l e n g t h o f some 
30m o f face i m m e d i a t e l y west o f Long P l a n t a t i o n a t g r i d 
1120E ( F e a t u r e 1 , f i g s . 2.15, 2.16). This must be 
equated w i t h t h e f e a t u r e ( s ) noted by Reid i n a s i m i l a r 
p o s i t i o n f o u r years e a r l i e r ( Reid 1980, f i g . 1 ) . The 
grey l a y e r exposed i n t h e face l a y immediately below 
the p l ough and s u b - s o i l h o r i z o n s and appeared on f i r s t 
i n s p e c t i o n t o r e p r e s e n t d i t c h e s c u t i n t o the u n d e r l y i n g 
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sands and g r a v e l s . The l a y e r had n o t been d e s c r i b e d i n 
d e t a i l by Reid, and he recorded no a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l 
as d e r i v i n g from i t . I n 1984, however, bone and 
p o t t e r y was e a s i l y recovered on a r e g u l a r b a s i s from 
c o l l a p s e d c l i f f m a t e r i a l below these f e a t u r e s and c o u l d 
be seen exposed i n s i t u w i t h i n the grey l a y e r . The 
base o f the l a y e r a t i t s western end a l s o c o n t a i n e d a 
l i n e o f a p p a r e n t l y d e l i b e r a t e l y l a i d l a r g e cobbles, 
w h i l e t he e a s t e r n end c o i n c i d e d w i t h the p o i n t a t which 
t h e r e i s an a b r u p t change i n the n a t u r a l d r i f t 
d e p o s i t s , where the g r a v e l , dominant t o the west, 
l e n s e s o u t c o m p l e t e l y and where modern l a n d use changes 
to p l a n t e d woodland. 

A second c l e a r l y d e f i n e d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e was 
v i s i b l e i n t h e c l i f f f a c e some 325m f u r t h e r t o the west 
at g r i d 825E ( a p p r o x . ) , where a s h a l l o w c u t w i t h a 
d i t c h l i k e p r o f i l e ( F e a t u r e 3, f i g . 2.16) proved t o 
c o n t a i n animal bone and hand-made p o t t e r y i n 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h i m p o r t e d w h i t e wares and body sherds 
i n a f l a g o n f a b r i c which w i l l be discussed f u r t h e r 
below (KINCM:1171,1986.100-145), F i n a l l y , a d i t c h - l i k e 
cu t was noted some metres t o the east o f the grey 
o c c u p a t i o n l a y e r , below Long P l a n t a t i o n i t s e l f a t g r i d 
1176E ( F e a t u r e 2, f i g , 2.16). This f e a t u r e c o n t a i n e d 
a n i m a l bone i n s i m i l a r c o n d i t i o n t o t h a t from the grey 
l a y e r , some o f which was c o l l e c t e d from the beach below 
(KINCM:1171.1986.51-53), but no a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l 
was r e c o v e r e d and the date o f the f e a t u r e must 
t h e r e f o r e remain i n doubt. 

The f e a t u r e s d e s c r i b e d above suggested the p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f an o r i g i n a l o c c u p a t i o n s t r e t c h i n g over a t l e a s t 300m 
i n an east-west d i r e c t i o n . The grey l a y e r a t the 
e a s t e r n end o f t h e c l i f f was p a r t i c u l a r l y r i c h i n 
o c c u p a t i o n d e b r i s and i t was c l e a r t h a t here was an 
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o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e c o r d , f o r the f i r s t time i n the 
h i s t o r y o f the s i t e , the exact l o c a t i o n o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s , t o draw them, and t o examine 
a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the c o n t e x t 
from which i t d e r i v e d . A c c o r d i n g l y , the aut h o r 
undertook t o draw t he r e l e v a n t s e c t i o n s o f c l i f f face 
( f i g . 2.15) and, w h i l e so engaged, t o r e c o r d the 
p o s i t i o n o f exposed m a t e r i a l and remove i t . I t q u i c k l y 
became apparent t h a t the grey l a y e r c o n t a i n e d G a l l o -
B e l g i c and o t h e r wares o f comparable date t o those 
examined by Rigby ( 1 9 7 6 ) . Several fragments o f b u t t -
beakers and t e r r a n i g r a p l a t t e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Camulodunum Forms 113 and 16 (Hawkes and H u l l 1947) 
were r e c o v e r e d from t he grey loam, and, wedged among 
the cobbles which i t s e a l e d , was almost h a l f the base 
o f an i m p o r t e d , w a l l - s i d e d , g r i t l e s s mortarium o f £. 
A.D. 40-55 ( p e r s . comm., V a l R i g b y ) . A sherd from a 
Camulodunum Form 163 f l a g o n may a l s o be mentioned. An 
i n i t i a l i n s p e c t i o n o f the bone re c o v e r e d d u r i n g these 
o p e r a t i o n s suggested t h a t i t d e r i v e d from "unimproved" 
n a t i v e breeds o f animal ( p e r s . comm.. Sue S t a l l i b r a s s ) . 
The f e a t u r e observed toward t he western end o f the 
c l i f f a l s o c o n t a i n e d t e r r a n i g r a fragments, i n 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e rims o f two n a t i v e j a r s i n 
v e s i c u l a r f a b r i c and o f s i m i l a r form t o examples found 
i n mid f i r s t - c e n t u r y A.D. c o n t e x t s a t Old Winteringham 
(Rigby and Stead 1976, f i g . 74, nos 10 and 1 1 ) . The 
f i l l o f the f e a t u r e a l s o c o n t a i n e d t h r e e r o u l e t t e d 
sherds o f a b u t t beaker o f Camulodunum Form 112 i n TR3 
w i t h " c h o c o l a t e " - c o l o u r e d fumed s u r f a c e s . Most 
i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e r e were a l s o f o u r body sherds o f a 
f l a g o n i n a f a b r i c i d e n t i c a l t o the a u g i t e - r i c h "black 
sand" f a b r i c used f o r I t a l i a n D r e s s e l 1 and l a t e r 
( D r e s s e l 2/4) amphorae. T h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , by Val 
Rigby, was sub s e q u e n t l y c o n f i r m e d by t h i n - s e c t i o n 
a n a l y s i s o f one o f the sherds a t the B r i t i s h Museum. 
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Flagons i n t h i s f a b r i c were p r e v i o u s l y o n l y known from 
Braughing/Skeleton Green, and the p r e c i s e form was 
s t i l l unknown i n 1985 ( p e r s . comm., Val R i g b y ) . The 
d a t i n g o f these forms i s a l s o s t i l l u n c e r t a i n ; i f t h e i r 
Campanian f a b r i c i s t o be l i n k e d w i t h t h a t o f D r e s s e l 1 
t h e n i t may be t h a t t h e y should be considered as b e i n g 
no l a t e r t h a n t h e end o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C.; as 
n o t e d above, however, the same f a b r i c was one o f the 
two p r i n c i p a l ones employed f o r D r e s s e l 2/4 which date 
from the l a t e f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. t o the mid second 
c e n t u r y A.D. on the C o n t i n e n t (Peacock and W i l l i a m s 
1986, 105-106). 

A more d e t a i l e d survey o f the p o t t e r y c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g 
r e c o r d i n g o f t h e c l i f f f a c e i s un-necessary i n t h i s 
c o n t e x t . I t may be noted here t h a t a l l a r t e f a c t u a l and 
bone m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g a l l aspects o f the 
a u t h o r ' s p r e - e x c a v a t i o n f i e l d w o r k i s accessioned i n 
H u l l Museums under the number KINCM:1171.1986. As 
s t a t e d i n Crowther and Didsbury (1988, 9 ) , the two main 
f a c t o r s w h i c h l a y b e h i n d t h e d e c i s i o n t o excavate a t 
R e d c l i f f i n 1986 were the c o n t i n u i n g e r o s i o n a l and 
o t h e r damage t o the c l i f f (see below) and the 
" q u a n t i t y and range o f m a t e r i a l " which the c l i f f 
r e c o r d i n g e x e r c i s e had r e v e a l e d as being s t i l l 
a v a i l a b l e f o r s t u d y . The "grey l a y e r " and the c u t 
f e a t u r e f u r t h e r west d i c t a t e d , i n f a c t , t he p o s i t i o n i n g 
o f two o f t h e t h r e e e x c a v a t i o n t r e n c h e s i n 1986 
(Trenches 1 and 3, Crowther and Didsbury 1988, 9 f f ) . 

2. Assessment o f t h r e a t t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s . 

Two t h r e a t s t o the s u r v i v i n g archaeology o f R e d c l i f f 
were apparent from the o u t s e t . That the c l i f f was 
s u b j e c t t o r e g u l a r t i d a l and storm damage was w e l l 
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known, b u t t h e damage had never been q u a n t i f i e d ; t h a t 
t h e f o r e s h o r e below t h e c l i f f was a f a v o u r i t e haunt o f 
me t a l d e t e c t o r i s t s , and t h a t p a r t s o f the c l i f f were 
b e i n g dug i n t o by u n a u t h o r i s e d persons, were e q u a l l y 
o b v i o u s , and p o s s i b l y n o t un-connected, f a c t s . I n view 
o f t h i s t w o f o l d t h r e a t t o the archaeology a b a s e - l i n e 
was e s t a b l i s h e d some way n o r t h o f the c l i f f f a c e . This 
datum was designed as the zero n o r t h i n g o f a g r i d 
expressed i n metre u n i t s , t h e zero e a s t i n g l y i n g 1150 
metres west o f t h e we s t e r n edge o f Long P l a n t a t i o n . As 
w e l l as a l l o w i n g t h e a c c u r a t e l o c a t i o n o f f i n d s and 
f e a t u r e s f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n the s i t e ' s h i s t o r y , the 
c l i f f - e d g e p r o f i l e c o u l d now be drawn by o f f s e t s from 
t h i s b a s e - l i n e and t h e r a t e o f e r o s i o n m o n i t o r e d on a 
r e g u l a r b a s i s . T h i s e x e r c i s e was f i r s t undertaken i n 
November 1984 and re p e a t e d i n A p r i l 1986 ( f i g . 2.15). 
The e x e r c i s e suggested t h a t n a t u r a l e r o s i o n over the 
eighteen-month p e r i o d had caused an average l a n d - l o s s 
o f £. 0.5m a l o n g much o f the c l i f f f a c e , b u t t h a t up t o 
a metre had been l o s t i m m e d i a t e l y above the grey l a y e r 
west o f Long P l a n t a t i o n , c o n f i r m i n g the r e a l damage 
b e i n g done t o the c l i f f and i t s archaeology by t r e a s u r e 
h u n t e r s . The e r o s i o n m o n i t o r i n g e x e r c i s e c o n t i n u e s , 
and a l o s s o f up t o Im per annum i s claimed as be i n g 
"amongst the most r a p i d r a t e s o f e r o s i o n i n the B r i t i s h 
I s l e s " (Crowther, C r e i g h t o n and W i l l i s 1988, 4 0 ) . 

3. F i e l d w o r k on the c l i f f - t o p . 

Two p r e - e x c a v a t i o n e x e r c i s e s were c a r r i e d out on the 
c l i f f - t o p i n August and September 1985. 

A b l o c k o f l a n d measuring 60m x 20m l y i n g n o r t h o f the 
grey o c c u p a t i o n l a y e r , and w i t h i t s l o n g a x i s p a r a l l e l 
t o the c l i f f f a c e , was s u b j e c t e d t o r e s i s i t i v i t y survey 
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u s i n g a Geoscan RM 4 machine p r o v i d e d by Durham 
U n i v e r s i t y ; the work was c a r r i e d out by the author w i t h 
Messrs Bryan S i t c h and Angus Smith. The aim o f t h i s 
l i m i t e d e x e r c i s e was t o t e s t the v a l u e o f t h i s method 
o f s e n s i n g as a means o f d e t e c t i n g a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
f e a t u r e s a g a i n s t the complex background geology. A 
hand drawn p l o t o f the r e s u l t s r e v e a l e d an obvious 
d i s t o r t i n g " e d g e - e f f e c t " as the c l i f f edge was neared; 
the p l o t was shewn t o Dr J. Pocock, who was o f the 
o p i n i o n t h a t t h e meter was r e a c t i n g m a i n l y t o 
g e o l o g i c a l v a r i a t i o n s r a t h e r than t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
f e a t u r e s . The f i r s t season o f e x c a v a t i o n r e v e a l e d , 
however, t h a t the meter had almost c e r t a i n l y t r a c e d the 
course o f a major d i t c h f e a t u r e r u n n i n g o b l i q u e l y from 
n o r t h - w e s t t o south-east t h r o u g h the survey b l o c k 
( d i t c h 55, Crowther and Didsbury 1988, 11 and f i g . 
1.5). F u r t h e r g e o p h y s i c a l work has s i n c e been c a r r i e d 
o u t and Steven W i l l i s i n f o r m s me ( i n l i t t . ) t h a t a 
magnetometer survey o f the e a s t e r n end o f the f i e l d by 
HBMC i n May 1989 d e t e c t e d an area o f enclosures i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f the excavated s i t e . 

F i e l d - w a l k i n g n o r t h o f the c l i f f was a l s o undertaken by 
the a u t h o r and members o f the ERAS F i e l d S tudies Group 
( f i g . 2,16). The presence o f s m a l l amounts o f f i r s t -
c e n t u r y p o t t e r y , i n c l u d i n g t e r r a n i g r a , A r r e t i n e or 
e a r l y South G a u l i s h samian, and w h i t e f l a g o n f a b r i c s 
had been noted on the ploughed f i e l d up t o 20m n o r t h o f 
the e a s t e r n end o f the c l i f f d u r i n g the w i n t e r o f 
1984/1985 and c o u l d be a c c u r a t e l y p l o t t e d i n r e l a t i o n 
t o t h e c l i f f - t o p datum l i n e . P e r mission t o f i e l d - w a l k 
was, however, i n i t i a l l y r e f u s e d by the farmer, and i t 
was not u n t i l September 1985 t h a t the e x e r c i s e took 
p l a c e , on a f a r from i d e a l s u r f a c e o f p a r t i a l l y 
p l o u g h e d - i n b a r l e y s t u b b l e . A b l o c k o f l a n d s t r e t c h i n g 
120m n o r t h o f the c l i f f , and f o r 180ra west o f Long 
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P l a n t a t i o n , was walked i n l i n e s 10m a p a r t , each l i n e 
b e i n g s u b d i v i d e d i n t o 30m l e n g t h s . I n s u f f i c i e n t 
m a t e r i a l was found t o j u s t i f y any c o n c l u s i o n s about the 
plou g h t h r e a t t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s , but r e l e v a n t 
m a t e r i a l was found towards b o t h the western and 
n o r t h e r n e x t r e m i t i e s o f the f i e l d - w a l k e d area. Taken 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e evidence from t he c l i f f - f a c e i t s e l f , 
the e x e r c i s e was v a l u a b l e i n s u g g e s t i n g a b l o c k o f la n d 
o f a t l e a s t 300m x 150m as be i n g o f p o t e n t i a l 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t . Even i f t h i s was "the back of 
a s e t t l e m e n t l a r g e l y l o s t t o e r o s i o n " i t was " i m p o r t a n t 
by any s t a n d a r d s " (Crowther 1987, 285). 

The ensuing f o u r seasons o f e x c a v a t i o n a t R e d c l i f f , 
under the s u p e r v i s i o n o f Steven W i l l i s and John 
C r e i g h t o n , have c o n c e n t r a t e d m a i n l y i n an area o f some 
1000 m west o f Long P l a n t a t i o n , n o r t h o f the a r t e f a c t -
r i c h grey l a y e r a l r e a d y discussed. I n t e r i m r e p o r t s on 
the annual e x c a v a t i o n s are p u b l i s h e d as f o l l o w s : 

1986 season Crowther and Didsbury 1988; 
Crowther 1987a; 

1987 season Crowther, C r e i g h t o n and W i l l i s 1988; 
1988 season W i l l i s and C r e i g h t o n 1989; 
1989 season C r e i g h t o n , W i l l i s and Crowther 1989. 

The whole e x c a v a t i o n programme i s most u s e f u l l y 
summarised i n Crowther, W i l l i s and C r e i g h t o n 1989. I t 
i s n e i t h e r the i n t e n t i o n nor the p r e r o g a t i v e o f the 
p r e s e n t a u t h o r t o e n t e r i n t o a d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n o f 
the e x c a v a t i o n s i n advance o f the ex c a v a t o r s ' own f i n a l 
assessment, and i t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t here t o note the 
most s i g n i f i c a n t f i n d i n g s i n o u t l i n e , summarised from 
the above-mentioned paper: 
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Three phases o f i n t e n s e a c t i v i t y , i n v o l v i n g e x t e n s i v e 
r e m o d e l l i n g o f t h e s i t e , are compressed i n t o t h e middle 
decades o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. A d i t c h and f l a n k i n g 
p i t s (Phase 1) were succeeded by a peb b l e - s u r f a c e d 
h o l l o w f e a t u r e which may have f u n c t i o n e d as a roadway 
l e a d i n g towards t he w a t e r l i n e (Phase 2 ) . I n Phase 3 
the e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h i s h o l l o w was i n f i l l e d by 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r e v e t t e d e a r t h e n s u r f a c e upon 
whichwere found a h e a r t h , g u l l y , and o c c u p a t i o n d e b r i s 
i n t h e form o f p o t t e r y and b u r n t bone; a t the same 
t i m e , the now narrower h o l l o w f e a t u r e was r e s u r f a c e d 
w i t h a second l a y e r o f pebbles. (A f o u r t h phase, f o r 
which t h e r e i s no d a t i n g evidence, sees a narrow d i t c h 
c u t i n t o the f i n a l f i l l o f the h o l l o w f e a t u r e and 
r e s p e c t i n g i t s l i n e , w i t h a s h a l l o w square h o l l o w 
c l o s e l y a d j a c e n t t o i t on the e a s t . The authors h i n t 
a t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f an Anglo-Saxon date f o r t h i s 
phase, w h i l e s t r e s s i n g t h a t Anglo-Saxon s e t t l e m e n t a t 
R e d c l i f f remains unproven). 

Attempts t o und e r s t a n d the f u n c t i o n o f the s e t t l e m e n t 
a t R e d c l i f f have always c o n c e n t r a t e d on d i s c u s s i o n o f 
i t s c h r o n o l o g y and i t s l o c a t i o n , and these two aspects 
are l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e as the mainstay o f assessment of 
the s i t e i n t h e f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . The n a t u r e o f the 
excavated evidence so f a r p u b l i s h e d suggests t h a t the 
main c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the e x c a v a t i o n programme t o 
s i t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w i l l l i e i n the l a r g e body of 
s t r a t i f i e d a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l now a v a i l a b l e , and, 
what i s c o m p l e t e l y new, i n economic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 
the f l o r a l and f a u n a l data from d i t c h e s , p i t s , and 
o c c u p a t i o n l a y e r s . L i t t l e o f t h i s l a t t e r c l a s s o f data 
i s c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e , though i t s p o t e n t i a l was 
a l r e a d y e v i d e n t i n the f i r s t season's work, when a 
ca r b o n i s e d v e t c h seed s p o t t e d d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n o f one 
of the p i t s was o f a s i z e and n a t u r e t o suggest t o 
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C a r o l Palmer the l i k e l i h o o d t h a t i t d e r i v e d from V i c i a 
f a ba ( s p . ) c u l t i v a t e d as an economic crop (Crowther 
and Didsbury 1988, 1 1 ) . 

The remainder o f t h i s s e c t i o n c o n s i s t s o f a review o f 
the p r i n c i p a l d a t i n g evidence f o r the s i t e 
( s u b s t a n t i a l l y a r e v i s e d v e r s i o n o f t h a t p u b l i s h e d by 
the a u t h o r i n Crowther and Didsbury 1988) and a 
c o n c l u d i n g d i s c u s s i o n o f the l o c a t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 
the s i t e i n r e l a t i o n t o t h i s c h ronology. 

The p r i n c i p a l d a t i n g evidence 

As a l r e a d y n o t e d , an e x a m i n a t i o n o f a l l a v a i l a b l e 
p o t t e r y from t h e c l i f f by V a l Rigby (Rigby 1976) had 
suggested a C l a u d i o - N e r o n i a n f l o r u i t f o r the s e t t l e m e n t 
a decade b e f o r e the most r e c e n t s e r i e s o f e x c a v a t i o n s . 
T h i s f l o r u i t was a l s o , i n the main, c o n f i r m e d by 
m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d by the a u t h o r from the c l i f f - f a c e , 
c l i f f - t o p and f o r e s h o r e between 1984 and 1986. By the 
c l o s e o f 1986 i t was p o s s i b l e t o f u r t h e r examine t h i s 
c h r o n o l o g y i n t h e l i g h t o f the p o t t e r y and metalwork 
from the f i r s t season's e x c a v a t i o n s , and a l s o t o assess 
the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f a body o f u n s t r a t i f i e d metalwork 
from t h e f o r e s h o r e below the c l i f f which had been been 
r e p o r t e d t o H u l l Museums by m e t a l d e t e c t o r i s t s d u r i n g 
the 1970s. T h i s l a t t e r e x e r c i s e was f e l t t o be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e , f o r i t had sometimes been 
suspected t h a t " F e r r i b y Foreshore" had f u n c t i o n e d as 
the l o c a l "safe provenance", t o be used when r e p o r t i n g 
a r t e f a c t s , a c t u a l l y from o t h e r l o c a t i o n s , t o which the 
f i n d e r f e a r e d he might o t h e r w i s e l o s e c l a i m . Any 
marked c h r o n o l o g i c a l d i s c r e p a n c y between the bodies o f 
m a t e r i a l from the f o r e s h o r e and the e x c a v a t i o n s would 
i m p l y , t h e r e f o r e , e i t h e r t h a t such s u s p i c i o n s were w e l l 
founded, or t h a t t h e r e were p e r i o d s o f s i t e a c t i v i t y 
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which had f o r m e r l y been r e p r e s e n t e d i n d e p o s i t s now 
l o s t t o e r o s i o n . 

The G a l l o - B e l g i c and r e l a t e d wares from the 1986 
e x c a v a t i o n have been summarised by the a u t h o r i n 
Crowther and Didsbury 1988, Table 1.1, and need not be 
r e - p r e s e n t e d here. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n was based almost 
e n t i r e l y on r i m sherds and f o r m a l a t t r i b u t i o n s were 
made i n terms o f the Camulodunum t y p e - s e r i e s (Hawkes 
and H u l l 1947). 

Comparison o f t h i s t a b l e w i t h Rigby 1976, f i g . 3 , i s 
remarkable f o r i t s s i m i l a r i t i e s r a t h e r than i t s 
d i f f e r e n c e s . Forms a l r e a d y noted by Rigby i n the 
R e d c l i f f assemblage but n o t r e p r e s e n t e d i n the m a t e r i a l 
from the 1986 e x c a v a t i o n s are r e s t r i c t e d t o cup Form 8 
( o f which she re c o r d e d a s i n g l e example), beaker Forms 
72/81, 82/84 and 114, and the f l a g o n 154. Given the 
i n t e r i m n a t u r e o f the a u t h o r ' s a n a l y s i s , and the f a c t 
t h a t i t was based upon o n l y one season's e x c a v a t i o n , i t 
i s l i k e l y t h a t the l i s t o f forms f i n a l l y p u b l i s h e d from 
the s i t e w i l l have undergone e x t e n s i v e m o d i f i c a t i o n , 
and a l l these forms may e v e n t u a l l y prove t o be 
r e p r e s e n t e d . Forms which were found f o r the f i r s t time 
a t R e d c l i f f i n 1986, i.e. p l a t t e r Form 2 and f l a g o n 
forms 163 and 172, may be c o n s i d e r e d more c l o s e l y . 

The Form 2 p l a t t e r , l i k e the Form 3, i s g e n e r a l l y 
c o n s i d e r e d t o be a pre-conquest i m p o r t i n t o B r i t a i n . 
I t i s found as a s i n g l e example a t Old Winteringham, so 
t h a t i t s appearance a t N o r t h F e r r i b y i n a s i m i l a r 
o v e r a l l assemblage i s not remarkable. L i k e the 
a d d i t i o n a l Form 3 here recorded i t does l i t t l e t o 
m o d i f y the Claudio-Neronian b i a s o f the group as a 
whole. The two-handled f l a g o n s 163 and 172, which were 
commonest i n p e r i o d s 4 t o 6 a t Co l c h e s t e r (Hawkes and 
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H u l l 1947) may l i k e w i s e be seen as c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a 
date i n the 40s t o 60s A.D., the form 172 ha v i n g a much 
l e s s massive r i m than F l a v i a n examples (e_.£. Corder 
1930, f i g . 1, no. 1 7 ) . I t may a l s o be noted t h a t the 
r a t i o o f the l a t e r white-ware B u t t Beaker 113, which i s 
the commonest beaker on the s i t e , t o the T i b e r i a n -
e a r l y C l a u d i a n 112 ( i n t e r r a r u b r a ) i s i n the order 
5:1. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o G a l l o - B e l g i c wares some h a l f dozen 
sherds o f A r r e t i n e / s a m i a n were found. Two o f these 
were p r o v i s i o n a l l y i d e n t i f i e d as b e i n g Dr 1 7 / R i t t e r l i n g 
4 ( p r o b a b l y C l a u d i a n ) and a Loeschke 2A. I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the forms are two o f those 
d i s c u s s e d by H a r t l e y (see above), and a s i m i l a r 
c o n c l u s i o n as t o d a t i n g may be co n f i r m e d by s p e c i a l i s t 
a n a l y s i s . Small amounts o f samian were a l s o found 
d u r i n g p r e - e x c a v a t i o n f i e l d w o r k , as a l r e a d y n o t e d , and 
these i n c l u d e d the v e r y worn f o o t r i n g o f a Dr 15 or 
15/17 o f A r r e t i n e or v e r y e a r l y South G a u l i s h 
manufacture ( p e r s . comm., Val Rigby; H u l l Museums 
ac c e s s i o n no. KINCM: 1171.1986.49). 

Three f i r s t c e n t u r y m o r t a r i a were known from t he s i t e 
by 1986, two from the e x c a v a t i o n b e i n g o f s i m i l a r 
g r i t l e s s w a l l - s i d e d types t o t h a t from the c l i f f - f a c e 
a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , and p r o v i s i o n a l l y dated t o the 
p e r i o d 40-55 A.D. 

I t w i l l be e v i d e n t from the above t h a t an i n t e r i m 
assessment o f the p o t t e r y from the f i r s t season's 
e x c a v a t i o n s d i d not produce any evidence f o r the 
a r r i v a l o f i m p o r t e d wares a t the s i t e , as p r e s e n t l y 
known, b e f o r e the l a t e T i b e r i a n t o e a r l y Claudian 
p e r i o d . As f a r as can be gauged from the most r e c e n t 
statement on the s i t e (Crowther, W i l l i s and C r e i g h t o n 
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1989) t h e p o t t e r y from subsequent e x c a v a t i o n s would n o t 
seem t o have m o d i f i e d the o v e r a l l Claudio-Neronian b i a s 
o f the assemblage. There were, i n 1986, s l i g h t 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t the s i t e was not t o t a l l y abandoned 
b e f o r e the F l a v i a n p e r i o d . Sherds o f r u s t i c a t e d ware 
found i n the c l i f f - f a c e by the aut h o r ( a l s o r e p o r t e d by 
Corder, W r i g h t and Wri g h t 1939, 240) i n d i c a t e some 
c o n t i n u i n g l e v e l o f a c t i v i t y ; and a l o c a l i m i t a t i o n 
o f a TN p l a t t e r , a l s o from t h e c l i f f - f a c e , was thought 
by V a l Rigby t o be s i m i l a r t o a type o f probable 
F l a v i a n and l a t e r date found a t Old Winteringham and 
Dragonby (KINCM:1171.1986.48, c f . Rigby and Stead 1976, 
f i g . 7 5 , no.17; Elsdon and Rigby 1987, 6 4 ) . 

There was v e r y l i t t l e , however, t o suggest t h a t 
a c t i v i t y a t t h e s i t e was a t a l l pronounced a f t e r the 
Neronian p e r i o d . A h a n d f u l o f p o s s i b l y l a t e r greyware 
sherds found i n the p l o u g h s o i l may r e p r e s e n t Romano-
B r i t i s h a g r i c u l t u r a l o p e r a t i o n s . 

T u r n i n g t o metalwork from the s i t e , the p r i n c i p a l body 
o f evidence i n 1986 was the l a r g e number o f c o i n s and 
f i b u l a e r e p o r t e d t o H u l l Museums by meta l d e t e c t o r s i n 
the p r e v i o u s decade. These are discussed under 
s p e c i f i c c a t e g o r i e s below and r e l e v a n t p u b l i s h e d 
m a t e r i a l from t he 1986 e x c a v a t i o n i s a l l u d e d t o where 
necessary. 
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1 . F i b u l a e , 

Metal d e t e c t e d f i b u l a e from t he s i t e t o 1986 may be 
d i v i d e d as f o l l o w s : 

E a r l i e r t y pes L a t e r types 

La Tene I I I types 2 Do l p h i n 2 
T h i s t l e 1 Head Stud 2 
Aucissa 2 Dragonesque 1 
(Debased) Eye 1 Fowler Type C 1 
C o l c h e s t e r 2 

The e i g h t brooches i n the l e f t - h a n d column would a l l 
g e n e r a l l y be regarded as p r e - F l a v i a n . Of the s i x i n 
the r i g h t - h a n d column, t he f i r s t f i v e are o f types 
w h i c h , a l t h o u g h t h e y would be a v a i l a b l e w e l l i n t o the 
second c e n t u r y , have t h e i r b e g i n n i n g s i n the Claudian 
and Neronian p e r i o d s . Again, the Type C penannular 
brooch was regarded by Fowler as "the B e l g i c type par 
e x c e l l e n c e " , a l t h o u g h i t p e r s i s t s throughout the Roman 
o c c u p a t i o n (Fowler 1960). When Fowler p u b l i s h e d her 
survey t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h i s type o f f i b u l a was 
i n t e r p r e t e d as b e i n g almost e n t i r e l y r e s t r i c t e d t o the 
s o - c a l l e d " B e l g i c " areas o f the c i v i l p r o v i n c e , those 
o u t s i d e t h i s area a p p e a r i n g o n l y on m i l i t a r y s i t e s or 
on those shewing s i g n s o f " B e l g i c " i n f l u e n c e . With the 
e x c e p t i o n o f two such s i t e s (Great Chesters i n 
Northumberland and E l d b o t t l e i n East L o t h i a n ) the 
nor t h e r n m o s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f f i n d s was i n 
L i n c o l n s h i r e , where t h r e e out o f f o u r recorded came 
fro m South F e r r i b y . The emphasis o f the group as a 
whole thus f a l l s d e c i d e d l y upon those types which were 
a v a i l a b l e d u r i n g or b e f o r e the Claudio-Neronian p e r i o d . 
The brooches from t he 1986 e x c a v a t i o n s (Crowther and 
Did s b u r y 1988, 15) were two Langton Down t y p e s , two 
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C o l c h e s t e r t y p e s , and a C o l c h e s t e r d e r i v a t i v e . The 
f i r s t two of t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s have a s i m i l a r date 
range o f £. 10 - 60/65 A.D., w h i l e the C o l c h e s t e r 
d e r i v a t i v e c o u l d be F l a v i a n . Both Langton Down and 
C o l c h e s t e r t y p e s a r e common i n s o u t h - e a s t e r n B r i t a i n , 
and, w h i l e examples of the l a t t e r a r e known from 
L i n c o l n s h i r e and Y o r k s h i r e , the Langton Down ty p e s a r e 
w e l l o u t s i d e t h e i r normal d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

2. I r o n Age c o i n s . 

T w e n t y - e i g h t I r o n Age c o i n s from F e r r i b y F o r e s h o r e were 
r e p o r t e d to H u l l Museums between September 1979 and 
F e b r u a r y 1984. A l l but t h r e e were r e p o r t e d b e f o r e the 
end o f 1980, and the m a t e r i a l would seem to r e f l e c t a 
f a i r l y s h o r t p e r i o d of i n t e n s e a c t i v i t y by a t l e a s t 
f i v e m e t a l d e t e c t o r i s t s . (The importance of t h i s body 
of f i n d s can be judged from the f a c t t h a t s i x t e e n c o i n s 
from Dragonby formed, i n 1970, the l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n 
from any s i t e i n the C o r i e l t a u v i a n a r e a a p a r t from the 
South F e r r i b y Hoard [May 1 9 7 0 ] ) . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , and 
f o r a v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s , l o c a l d e t e c t o r i s t s have 
tended to have f i n d s from the same s i t e i d e n t i f i e d by 
d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s and i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h i n and 
w i t h o u t the r e g i o n , and i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t the 
af o r e m e n t i o n e d c o i n s a r e o n l y a f r a c t i o n of the 
m a t e r i a l found a t R e d c l i f f i n the e a r l y 1980s. May, 
f o r example, r e c o r d s a t o t a l of t h i r t y - n i n e I r o n Age 
c o i n s from North F e r r i b y known to him i n 1984 (May 
1984, 2 1 ) . I n f o r m a t i o n on t h e s e f i n d s i s h e l d n e i t h e r 
by H u l l Museums nor by the Humberside County C o u n c i l 
A r c h a e o l o g y U n i t , and the f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n i s 
t h e r e f o r e l i m i t e d to the p r e s e n t a u t h o r ' s l i s t of 
m a t e r i a l g a t h e r e d from H u l l Museum Re c o r d s . 
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Of the t w e n t y - e i g h t c o i n s i n q u e s t i o n , t h r e e are non-
C o r i e l t a u v i a n : a s i l v e r o f E p p i l l u s . a bronze o f 
Cunobelin, and an u n i n s c r i b e d bronze d e s c r i b e d as 
"Prob, l A Southern T r i b e r a t h e r than C o r i t a n i " ( H u l l 
Museums ID o f 10.10.1979). I t may be noted here t h a t a 
c o i n o f Cunobelin (= Mack 243) was a l s o found d u r i n g 
John Dent's e x c a v a t i o n s a t Brantingham v i l l a i n 1983. 

As f a r as can be judged from d e s c r i p t i o n s i n H u l l 
Museum r e c o r d s , the r e m a i n i n g t w e n t y - f i v e c o i n s would 
a l l appear t o be C o r i e l t a u v i a n , and t o c o n s i s t o f 
seventeen u n i n s c r i b e d and e i g h t i n s c r i b e d i s s u e s , a 
r a t i o o f 2.1:1. The o n l y d e t a i l s g i v e n by May (1984, 
21) o f h i s l i s t o f t h i r t y - n i n e c o i n s from North F e r r i b y 
are t h a t t h e y comprise t w e n t y - s i x u n i n s c r i b e d and 
t h i r t e e n i n s c r i b e d i s s u e s , an almost i d e n t i c a l r a t i o 
( 2 : 1 ) . 

The a u t h o r ' s a l r e a d y p u b l i s h e d d i s c u s s i o n o f the coins 
from N o r t h F e r r i b y (Crowther and Didsbury 1988, 17) was 
i n l i g h t o f the d a t i n g f o r C o r i e l t a u v i a n c o i n s proposed 
by A l l e n ( 1 9 6 2 ) . I t i s now p o s s i b l e , however, t o 
r e c o n s i d e r them i n terms o f the d a t i n g suggested by May 
and t o compare them w i t h h i s f u l l l i s t o f c o i n s from 
t h e Dragonby e x c a v a t i o n s (May 1987, 70-71). May 
suggests f o u r "phases" o f C o r i e l t a u v i a n coinage, as 
f o l l o w s : 

Phase 1 g o l d and s i l v e r p r o t o t y p e s 

Phase 2 South F e r r i b y type u n i n s c r i b e d 

Phase 3 e a r l i e r i n s c r i b e d s e r i e s 

Phase 4 l a t e r i n s c r i b e d s e r i e s 
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A c c o r d i n g t o May, Phase 1 c o i n s p r o b a b l y belong t o the 
second h a l f o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C., w h i l e Phase 2 
may a l s o have begun i n the c l o s i n g years o f the 
c e n t u r y . The e a r l i e r i n s c r i b e d s e r i e s i s accorded a 
proba b l e date-range o f from a t l e a s t £. A.D. 25 t o the 
e a r l y years o f the Roman o c c u p a t i o n , w i t h Phase 4 
c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l perhaps the A.D. 60s. 

Twenty-two o f t h e f o r t y - t w o c o i n s from the Dragonby 
e x c a v a t i o n s b e l o n g t o the Phase 2 u n i n s c r i b e d s e r i e s , a 
p a t t e r n which May sees as t y p i c a l o f many s i t e s i n the 
East Midlands and as r e f l e c t i n g " c o n s i d e r a b l e a c t i v i t y " 
a t t h i s p e r i o d (May 1987, 7 1 ) . Eleven i n s c r i b e d coins 
are a l l o f e a r l i e r . Phase 3, t y p e s . Once a g a i n , the 
r a t i o o f u n i n s c r i b e d t o i n s c r i b e d i s s u e s i s o f the 
or d e r 2:1, and N o r t h F e r r i b y and Dragonby would i n t h i s 
r e s p e c t seem t o be s i m i l a r assemblages. A n o t a b l e 
p o i n t o f d i f f e r e n c e , however, l i e s i n the c o m p o s i t i o n 
o f t h e i n s c r i b e d corpus a t the two s i t e s . Six o f the 
e i g h t F e r r i b y c o i n s are o f Phase 3 i s s u e r s (AVN AST, 
ESVP ASV, VEP CORF, VEP), and two o f Phase 4 (VOLISIOS 
DVMNOV, DVMNO TIGIR). Phase 4 co i n s are e n t i r e l y 
absent a t Dragonby and i t i s d i f f i c u l t a t the moment t o 
suggest why th e y should be re p r e s e n t e d a t a s i t e 
o u t s i d e the assumed C o r i e l t a u v i a n t e r r i t o r y but absent 
from a major one w i t h i n i t and known t o be occupied a t 
t h i s p e r i o d . I t w i l l be noted t h a t the I r o n Age 
coinage from the f o r e s h o r e , assuming i t t o be an 
a u t h e n t i c assemblage, suggests a l o n g e r span o f 
a c t i v i t y on the s i t e than any o t h e r c l a s s o f m a t e r i a l 
so f a r c o n s i d e r e d (see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . 
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3. Roman c o i n s . 

Roman c o i n s found on the f o r e s h o r e a t North F e r r i b y and 
r e p o r t e d t o H u l l Museums are as f o l l o w s : 

Republican: 

d e n a r i u s "Second c e n t u r y B.C." 

de n a r i u s Q. Anto n i u s Balbus, 82 B.C. 

de n a r i u s L. H o s t i l i u s Saserna, 48 B.C, 

I m p e r i a l 

d e n a r i u s Nero 

d e n a r i u s Hadrian 

c l i p p e d s l l i q u a l a t e f o u r t h c e n t u r y A.D. 

Once a g a i n , t he e a r l y b i a s o f these f i n d s i s n o t i c e a b l e 
( t h o u g h i t must be remembered t h a t , g i v e n the e x p e r t i s e 
which many m e t a l d e t e c t o r i s t s possess w i t h r e g a r d t o 
Roman c o i n s , common l a t e r i s s u e s may not have been 
thought w o r t h w h i l e h a v i n g i d e n t i f i e d by H u l l Museums). 
Republican s i l v e r can be expected t o appear i n 
c i r c u l a t i o n u n t i l t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y 
A.D. or l a t e r , and o n l y the c l i p p e d s i l i q u a f a l l s 
o u t s i d e t h e date-range o f the metalwork a l r e a d y noted. 
A c o i n o f L i c i n i u s I , A.D. 308-324, was found i n a 
garden i n N o r t h F e r r i b y v i l l a g e , some way n o r t h - e a s t o f 
the s i t e , and i s now i n H u l l Museum (KINCM: 24.67) 
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D i s c u s s i o n and c o n c l u s i o n s 

U n t i l the r e s u l t s o f the 1986-1989 e x c a v a t i o n s are 
p u b l i s h e d any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the s i t e a t R e d c l i f f 
must be o f f e r e d i n the knowledge t h a t i t s c o n c l u s i o n s 
may need t o be r e v i s e d i n the near f u t u r e . Having s a i d 
t h i s , the n a t u r e and chronology o f the m a t e r i a l 
assemblages d i s c u s s e d above, when considered i n 
r e l a t i o n b o t h t o the s i t e ' s g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n and 
t o socio-economic developments t a k i n g place south o f 
the Humber i n the c l o s i n g c e n t u r y or so o f the p r e -
Roman I r o n Age, p e r m i t some b a s i c o b s e r v a t i o n s t o be 
made r e g a r d i n g the s e t t l e m e n t ' s n a t u r e and probable 
f u n c t i o n s . 

Perhaps the most I m p o r t a n t f a c t t o emerge from 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the m a t e r i a l assemblages i s t h a t the 
coinage from the f o r e s h o r e appears t o suggest a 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f a c t i v i t y from a t l e a s t the b e g i n n i n g 
o f t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. This need not n e c e s s a r i l y be 
seen as a d i s c r e p a n c y i n r e l a t i o n t o the l a r g e l y 
C l a u d i o - N e r o n i a n assemblages from the c l i f f , f o r the 
l a t t e r , as we have seen, i n c l u d e a c e r t a i n amount of 
T i b e r i a n t o e a r l y C l a u d i a n m a t e r i a l , and the f i r s t 
appearance o f i m p o r t e d Roman wares i n the ceramic 
r e c o r d need not anyway be c o i n c i d e n t w i t h the 
b e g i n n i n g s o f s e t t l e m e n t on t h e s i t e . Some o f the 
m e t a l - d e t e c t e d f i b u l a e c o u l d a l s o e a s i l y be taken i n 
su p p o r t o f t h e r e h a v i n g been a c t i v i t y on the s i t e from 
th e e a r l i e r f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D., and i t may be noted 
t h a t , as f a r as one can judge from the a v a i l a b l e 
d e t a i l s , t he c o i n - l i s t from the f o r e s h o r e does appear 
to be comparable, i n i t s r a t i o o f u n i n s c r i b e d t o 
i n s c r i b e d i s s u e s , w i t h those from s i t e s south o f the 
Humber. Some doubts about the c o i n assemblage must 
i n v a r i a b l y remain, b u t the a u t h o r can see no v a l i d 
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reason a t p r e s e n t f o r u t t e r l y d i s c o u n t i n g t h i s m a t e r i a l 
and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the h i s t o r y o f the s i t e . 
Given t he n a t u r e o f the s i t e , we are s u r e l y , a t l e a s t 
p r o v i s i o n a l l y , j u s t i f i e d i n r e g a r d i n g t h i s m a t e r i a l as 
d e r i v i n g f rom a s e t t l e m e n t phase e i t h e r l o s t t o e r o s i o n 
or n o t r e p r e s e n t e d i n the l i m i t e d p o r t i o n o f the t o t a l 
s i t e which has been excavated. 

I n terms o f the m a t e r i a l assemblage i t i s t o s i t e s 
s o uth o f the Humber t h a t we must l o o k f o r comparison. 
Drawing on evidence from excavated s i t e s such as 
Dragonby, Old S l e a f o r d and Ancaster, as w e l l as the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f LPRIA coinage, p o t t e r y and imported 
Roman m a t e r i a l . May (1976a, 1984) has suggested the 
presence o f a t l e a s t t h i r t e e n "major" n u c l e a t e d 
s e t t l e m e n t s i n the n o r t h - e a s t Midlands on the eve o f 
the Roman conquest. Eleven o f these s i t e s are i n the 
area bounded by the r i v e r s T r e n t , on the west, and 
Slea, on the s o u t h , a r e g i o n where l a r g e (10-30 ha. -
May 1984, 1 8 ) , r i c h , undefended, n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s 
would appear t o have c h a r a c t e r i s e d the upper l e v e l s o f 
the s e t t l e m e n t h i e r a r c h y i n t h e l a t e r I r o n Age, i n 
c o n t r a s t t o h i l l f o r t - d o m i n a t e d landscapes f u r t h e r t o 
the s o u t h . 

The d a t i n g o f these s e t t l e m e n t s i s s t i l l f a r from 
c e r t a i n . I t seemed t o May i n b o t h h i s 1976a and 1984 
papers t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e evidence o f o c c u p a t i o n on 
any o f these s i t e s b e f o r e the second c e n t u r y B.C. His 
most r e c e n t and d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n o f the chronology 
o f Dragonby, however, a f t e r c o n s i d e r i n g a l l classes o f 
d a t i n g evidence, suggests t h a t s e t t l e m e n t may have 
begun on the s i t e "perhaps as e a r l y as c, 400 b . c , 
a l t h o u g h the most p r o l i f i c years o f o c c u p a t i o n 
correspond t o c o n t i n e n t a l La Tene I I I or D" (May 1987, 
7 2 ) . 
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The impetus b e h i n d the development o f these s e t t l e m e n t s 
i s n o t f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d , though i t has been l i n k e d by 
b o t h C u n l i f f e (1976b, 142) and May (1984, 20) t o 
s i m i l a r phenomena i n much o f La Tene I I Europe. The 
European developments are di s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l by C o l l i s 
(1976, 1984) who notes the oppidum as a type o f 
s e t t l e m e n t which appears " i n a broad zone from 
southeast B r i t a i n t o S l o v a k i a " i n the second and f i r s t 
c e n t u r i e s B.C. ( C o l l i s 1976, 19) as w e l l as those 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t o do w i t h s i t i n g , i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y 
and i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t r a d e which appear t o c h a r a c t e r i s e 
the s e t t l e m e n t t y p e i n b o t h B r i t a i n and c o n t i n e n t a l 
Europe. The growth o f the B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t s 
d u r i n g the f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. need no l o n g e r be r e l a t e d 
t o i n c u r s i o n s o f " B e l g i c " i m m i g r a n t s , and a t Dragonby 
the La Tene I l l - r e l a t e d p o t t e r y which would once have 
been taken as evidence o f such i m m i g r a t i o n i s now t o be 
seen r a t h e r as the c u l m i n a t i o n o f an indigenous ceramic 
t r a d i t i o n l a s t i n g some c e n t u r i e s (May 1987, 68-69). 

A d e t a i l e d account o f the L i n c o l n s h i r e s i t e s i s 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e h e r e , but some o f t h e i r s a l i e n t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , and the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f s i t e 
f u n c t i o n t o which these have g i v e n r i s e , may be b r i e f l y 
d i s c u s s e d . 

The s e t t l e m e n t s are f a i r l y r e g u l a r l y spaced a t £. 15-20 
m i l e i n t e r v a l s , and appear t o be r e l a t e d t o the h i g h 
ground o f the J u r a s s i c Uplands and the L i n c o l n s h i r e 
Wolds. They a r e , however, r a r e l y s i t u a t e d i n e l e v a t e d 
p o s i t i o n s and would appear t o have been s i t e d p r i m a r i l y 
i n r e l a t i o n t o assumed p r e h i s t o r i c routeways and major 
r i v e r c r o s s i n g s (May 1984, 2 0 ) . I n g e n e r a l terms they 
may thus be compared w i t h the "enclosed oppida" i n 
v a l l e y - s i d e s i t u a t i o n s which C u n l i f f e (1976b, 148) sees 
as b e g i n n i n g t o r e p l a c e the o l d e r h i l l f o r t s i n the 
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s o u t h - e a s t around the b e g i n n i n g o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y 
B.C., a major reason beh i n d t h e i r p r e f e r r e d s i t i n g 
b e i n g i n t e r p r e t e d as the d e s i r e t o command r i v e r 
c r o s s i n g s and major t r a d e - r o u t e s . C u n l i f f e , indeed. 
Sees the enclosed oppida o f the south-east and the open 
n u c l e a t e d s i t e s o f the n o r t h - e a s t Midlands a l i k e as one 
o f a s e t o f a s s o c i a t e d phenomenona a t t e n d a n t upon an 
" i n c r e a s e d concern w i t h t r a d e " i n the f i r s t h a l f o f the 
f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C., the o t h e r s b e i n g the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f common coin - u s e and t h e manufacture o f h i g h - q u a l i t y 
wheel-made p o t t e r y ( C u n l i f f e 1976b, 148). 

The reasons f o r c o n s i d e r i n g such r o u t e s as the J u r a s s i c 
Way, High S t r e e t and Barton S t r e e t ( f i g . 2.17) as b e i n g 
pre-Roman i n o r i g i n are c o g e n t l y s e t out by May (1976b, 
7-9), and i t seems reasonable t o concur w i t h 
s u g g e s t i o n s o f "good r e g i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n and 
communications i n t h e pre-Roman p e r i o d " (Elsdon 1987, 
62 ) . The r o l e o f these routeways w i t h i n an assumed 
g e n e r a l " t r a d i n g " m i l i e u i n the l a t e I r o n Age, however, 
i s l e s s c l e a r , and t h e r e i s s c a r c e l y more evidence of 
t r a d e a l o n g them, however d e f i n e d , than i n 1976, when 
Haselgrove c a u t i o n e d t h a t " i f we cannot demonstrate the 
e x i s t e n c e o f t r a d e networks from the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
r e c o r d , we a r e n o t e n t i t l e d t o assume them, and we 
c e r t a i n l y cannot t e s t models concern i n g t h e i r 
development" (Haselgrove 1976, 4 0 ) , 

A d i r e c t l i n k between c o i n use and t r a d e i n the r e g i o n 
d u r i n g t he f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. has been made by b o t h May 
(1976a) and C u n l i f f e (1976b). May suggested the 
l i k e l i h o o d t h a t " i n c r e a s i n g t r a d e ... s t i m u l a t e d the 
use o f coinage as a means o f exchange and w e a l t h 
a c c u m u l a t i o n " (May 1976a, 172), and C u n l i f f e proposed 
t h a t " t h e l o c a l m i n t i n g o f i n c r e a s i n g q u a n t i t i e s o f 
c o i n s a f t e r c. 30 B.C. would suggest the e x i s t e n c e o f a 
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complex market economy ( C u n l i f f e 1976b, 153). However, 
w h i l e i t i s c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t the development o f a 
two-denomination s i l v e r coinage among the C o r i e l t a u v i 
d u r i n g the l a t e r f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. would have opened 

the p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l - s c a l e 
t r a n s a c t i o n s between i n d i v i d u a l s or communities, i t 
remains a m a t t e r o f debate t o what e x t e n t the market 
p r i n c i p l e may have operated i n l a t e I r o n Age B r i t a i n 
(Haselgrove 1976, 2 7 ) ; C o l l i s , moreover, suggests t h a t 
the use o f l o w e r - v a l u e c o i n s f o r d i r e c t exchange 
p r o b a b l y remained a "matter o f secondary usage" u n t i l 
the end o f the p e r i o d , and t h a t much o f I r o n Age 
economies "must s t i l l have been embedded i n the s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e " ( C o l l i s 1984, 18, 145). 

B e a r i n g the above s t r i c t u r e s i n mind, i t remains 
p o s s i b l e t o suggest some commodities which may have 
moved a l o n g such r o u t e s as the J u r a s s i c Way. Several 
s i t e s i n L i n c o l n s h i r e and the East Midlands, i n c l u d i n g 
Dragonby, may have owed some o f t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y t o the 
easy a v a i l a b i l i t y o f i r o n s t o n e , and Haselgrove has 
suggested (1976, 43) t h a t t h e i r growth may be connected 
w i t h "an i n c r e a s e d demand f o r i r o n from the South-East, 
a t f i r s t f o r l o c a l use, and l a t e r f o r e x p o r t t o the 
c o n t i n e n t " . A gain, t h e r e i s widespread evidence o f a 
l a t e p r e h i s t o r i c s a l t i n d u s t r y a l ong much o f the 
L i n c o l n s h i r e c o a s t . Many o f the L i n c o l n s h i r e s i t e s 
appear t o be b e s t e x p l a i n e d as p l a c e s f o r moulding s a l t 
i n t o cakes o f v a r i o u s "denominations" s u i t a b l e f o r 
t r a d i n g , and s a l t as w e l l as a g r i c u l t u r e has been 
suggested as a p o s s i b l e f a c t o r behind the p r o s p e r i t y 
and power i n the r e g i o n which i s r e f l e c t e d i n i t s 
e x c e p t i o n a l i t ems o f La Tene metalwork dated from the 
t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C. onwards (May 1976b, 142, 152-153). 
The date-range o f t h i s s a l t i n d u s t r y i s not e n t i r e l y 
c l e a r and i s l i k e l y t o have been l o n g - l i v e d , but 
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p o t t e r y from a s i t e i n v e s t i g a t e d by Baker, south o f 
I n g o l d m e l l s P o i n t , may be contemporary w i t h the 
e a r l i e s t p o t t e r y a t Dragonby (May 1976b, 154-155). 
F i n a l l y , Elsdon has suggested t he emergence a t Dragonby 
o f " c r a f t s m a n p o t t e r ( s ) p r o d u c i n g f i n e wares f o r some 
k i n d o f market" and t h a t Dragonby c o u l d have been "a 
c e n t r e o f p o t t e r y p r o d u c t i o n f o r t h e l a t e n o r t h e r n 
L i n c o l n s h i r e s t y l e o f decorate d p o t t e r y i n the f i r s t 
h a l f o f the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D." (Elsdon 1987, 62-63). 

F i g . 2.17 shews N o r t h F e r r i b y ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the 
s i t e s a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d . As w i l l be seen, i t l i e s 
d i r e c t l y o p p o s i t e South F e r r i b y on the L i n c o l n s h i r e 
bank o f the Huraber, where a l a t e I r o n Age s e t t l e m e n t , 
now c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d by e r o s i o n , i s a t t e s t e d by a 
hoard o f £. 137 u n i n s c r i b e d c o i n s ( A l l e n 1963b), as 
w e l l as many o t h e r s i n g l e f i n d s , i n c l u d i n g c o i n s . La 
Tene I I I f i b u l a e , and o t h e r metalwork (May 1984, 22). 
May (1984, 20) notes South F e r r i b y ' s p r o x i m i t y t o the 
major s e t t l e m e n t s o f Dragonby and K i r m i n g t o n , and 
suggests t h a t a c l o s e g r o u p i n g o f s e t t l e m e n t s on the 
so u t h bank o f the Humber may have developed as a r e s u l t 
o f t h e need f o r " f e r r i e s , s t a i t h e s or p o r t s o f t r a d e " . 
The s e t t l e m e n t has a l s o been suggested as a p o s s i b l e 
east coast p o r t o f t r a d e by C u n l i f f e (1976b, 143). The 
pr e s e n t name o f the two F e r r i b y s i s Scandinavian, 
meaning " v i l l a g e near the f e r r y " ; Smith (1937, 218) 
r e c o r d s "many a l l u s i o n s t o the ... f e r r y i t s e l f " , and 
t h e r e seems no reason t o doubt t h a t a s i m i l a r c r o s s i n g 
between the two s e t t l e m e n t s c o u l d have e x i s t e d i n the 
l a t e I r o n Age a l s o . South F e r r i b y stands a t the 
n o r t h e r n end o f the L i n c o l n s h i r e Wolds and can be seen 
as an obvious t e r m i n u s f o r the routeways now known as 
High S t r e e t and Bar t o n S t r e e t ; N o r t h F e r r i b y stands i n 
a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n a t the sout h e r n end o f the 
Y o r k s h i r e Wolds, and i t s s u i t a b i l i t y as a p o i n t o f 
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access i n t o t h e P a r i s i a n h e a r t l a n d would have been 
even more marked i n the l a t e I r o n Age, when i t would 
have been f l a n k e d by e x t e n s i v e l i t t o r a l wetlands b o t h 
up- and down-stream. I t may be noted t h a t the F e r r i b y s 
may n o t have been the o n l y p a i r o f s e t t l e m e n t s along 
t h i s r e a c h o f t h e Humber which were l i n k e d by a r i v e r 
c r o s s i n g . An assumed l a t e I r o n Age s e t t l e m e n t a t Old 
Winteringham, from the v i c i n i t y o f which May (1984, 21) 
r e c o r d s t h i r t y - s i x I r o n Age c o i n s , would be c l o s e t o 
t h e n o r t h e r n end o f t h e J u r a s s i c Way, and a f e r r y 
nearby would have been s u i t a b l y p l a c e d f o r c o n t a c t w i t h 
Brough, on the n o r t h e r n bank. G a l l o - B e l g i c p o t t e r y has 
r e c e n t l y been i d e n t i f i e d a t Brough i n l a t e I r o n Age 
assemblages from the 1977 e x c a v a t i o n s by Peter 
Armstrong and the East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y 
(Dr M a r t i n M i l l e t t , p e r s . comm.; Goodburn 1978, 427, 
and 1979 2 8 7 ) , and P e t i l l i u s C e r i a l i s may, t h e r e f o r e , 
have been choosing between two a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d 
c r o s s i n g s i n £. A.D. 71, r a t h e r than i n s t i t u t i n g one de 
novo. 

Though R e d c l i f f may c l e a r l y be l i n k e d , i n terms o f b o t h 
l o c a t i o n and m a t e r i a l assemblage, w i t h s i t e s s outh o f 
the r i v e r (as i t i s i n May 1984), t h e r e i s what may 
amount t o a n o t a b l e d i f f e r e n c e i n s i z e . As p r e s e n t l y 
known, R e d c l i f f would appear t o be somewhat s m a l l e r 
t h a n t h e n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s d i s c u s s e d by May, the 
a u t h o r ' s f i e l d w o r k h a v i n g suggested p o s s i b l e a c t i v i t y 
over some 4.5 ha (see above). I t seems at present 
u n l i k e l y t h a t , even a l l o w i n g f o r f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k and 
those p a r t s o f t h e s i t e a l r e a d y l o s t t o e r o s i o n , t h a t a 
s e t t l e m e n t comparable i n e x t e n t w i t h the L i n c o l n s h i r e 
s i t e s i s r e p r e s e n t e d . I t may be noted t h a t s e t t l e m e n t s 
such as Dragonby appear t o have been p r i m a r i l y engaged 
i n mixed a g r i c u l t u r e , whatever m a n u f a c t u r i n g or 
exchange f u n c t i o n s t h e y might a l s o have possessed, and 
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i t i s c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t t h e c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l s i z e o f 
the R e d c l i f f s e t t l e m e n t c o u l d r e f l e c t a more 
s p e c i a l i s e d f u n c t i o n r e l a t e d t o trade/communications. 
Such m a t t e r s cannot, however, be assessed u n t i l the 
f u l l range o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l evidence from R e d c l i f f i s 
p u b l i s h e d , and the r e l a t i v e p r o p o r t i o n s o f , f o r 
example, a g r i c u l t u r e and trade/exchange f u n c t i o n s 
w i t h i n the s i t e ' s economic s t r a t e g y must remain f o r the 
moment a m a t t e r o f s p e c u l a t i o n . 

There has been i n c r e a s i n g awareness among 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s i n the l a s t two decades o f the s e v e r a l 
d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f p r i m i t i v e t r a d e and exchange, 
i n t e r e s t c e n t r i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y upon the degree t o which 
s o c i a l v a l u e s and exchange mechanisms are i n t e r - b e d d e d 
i n any system, and on the ways i n which the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t r a d e d commodities can r e v e a l aspects 
o f s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n w i t h i n a s o c i e t y . Trade and 
exchange models are v a l u a b l y summarised by Hodges 
(1982, 13-20), C o l l i s (1984, 15-23), and Haselgrove 
( 1 9 7 6 ) . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n the case o f R e d c l i f f , the 
data necessary b e f o r e the s i t e c o u l d u s e f u l l y be 
examined i n such terms i s l a r g e l y l a c k i n g . Our 
knowledge o f the s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n o f the P a r i s i i s 
s t i l l a t a r u d i m e n t a r y stage ( s e c t i o n 2.2.4, above), so 
t h a t i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o suggest who may a c t u a l l y have 
c o n t r o l l e d t h e s i t e , and f o r what purposes; t h e r e a r e , 
moreover, no o t h e r known s i t e s w i t h comparable m a t e r i a l 
assemblages from the P a r i s i a n i n t e r i o r , and we have no 
i d e a o f the k i n d o f s e t t l e m e n t s t o which i m p o r t e d 
commodities may have t r a v e l l e d , or t h e i r s p a t i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o R e d c l i f f , the k i n d o f i n f o r m a t i o n 
w h i c h c o u l d c l e a r l y be v a l u a b l e i n a t t e m p t i n g t o 
i d e n t i f y t he s o c i a l h i e r a r c h y and exchange mechanisms 
i n v o l v e d . Given the low l e v e l o f e x c a v a t i o n and 
s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k i n the r e g i o n i n modern times 
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( s e c t i o n 1.4), i t would be premature t o assume t h a t 
such s e t t l e m e n t s do n o t e x i s t . At p r e s e n t , the l a r g e s t 
s i n g l e body o f r e l e v a n t data concerns the growing 
amount o f LPRIA coinage found by metal d e t e c t o r i s t s 
w i t h i n P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y , the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f which 
would be i n v a l u a b l e i n s u g g e s t i n g f u r t h e r l i n e s o f 
e n q u i r y ; the i n f o r m a t i o n remains, however, 
u n p u b l i s h e d , i n a c c e s s i b l e , and b e d e v i l l e d by a p l e t h o r a 
o f e t h i c a l and " s e c u r i t y " c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . I n the l i g h t 
o f these d i f f i c u l t i e s , t h e approach adopted below i s t o 
t r y and a r t i c u l a t e some o f the q u e s t i o n s t h a t need t o 
be asked c o n c e r n i n g R e d c l i f f and the P a r i s i i n the 
seventy years or so b e f o r e the Roman conquest o f the 
N o r t h . For the purposes o f t h i s e x e r c i s e the 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the coinage from the 
f o r e s h o r e are taken a t face v a l u e , and the s i t e ' s 
f u n c t i o n s are examined i n r e l a t i o n t o two broad 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l "phases". 

The p o s t u l a t e d f i r s t phase o f a c t i v i t y which can be 
r e c o g n i s e d i s d e f i n e d by the presence o f u n i n s c r i b e d 
and e a r l y i n s c r i b e d coinage and may have spanned t he 
f i r s t h a l f o f t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. Some brooch types 
from the beach c o u l d a l s o have a r r i v e d on s i t e i n the 
opening years o f the c e n t u r y ; i m p o r t e d p o t t e r y which 
may bel o n g t o t h i s phase i s a t a minimum (see above); 
i t i s h a r d l y common even a t s i t e s l i k e Camulodunum, 
however, and i t should be remembered t h a t most p o t t e r y 
found on the f o r e s h o r e has p r o b a b l y o n l y been eroded 
r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t l y from the c l i f f f a c e , and t h a t the 
chances o f r e c o v e r i n g p o t t e r y from c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y 
e a r l i e r f e a t u r e s which may have been d e s t r o y e d 
c e n t u r i e s ago a r e much l e s s f a v o u r a b l e than those o f 
f i n d i n g c o i n s and f i b u l a e u s i n g m e t a l d e t e c t o r s . 
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A s i t e a t R e d c l i f f i n t h i s p e r i o d would be contemporary 
w i t h t h a t a t South F e r r i b y , and the c o i n assemblage 
would i m p l y some l e v e l o f socio-economic c o n t a c t across 
t h e r i v e r , though i t s n a t u r e i s not a t a l l obvious. 
Assuming t h a t the Humber was the boundary between 
P a r i s i a n and C o r i e l t a u v i a n t e r r i t o r i e s then exchange o f 
goods need a t f i r s t have c o n s t i t u t e d no more than 
b a r t e r across a c u l t u r a l , r e g i o n a l or p o l i t i c a l 
boundary, such boundaries q u i t e commonly p r o v i d i n g 
f a v o u r e d l o c a t i o n s f o r "markets" t o grow up ( C o l l i s 
1976, 19; Haselgrove 1976, 40-41). This i s e s p e c i a l l y 
so when t h e r e i s a d i f f e r e n c e i n raw m a t e r i a l s or 
commodities between the two r e g i o n s i n v o l v e d 
(Haselgrove 1976, 40-41), though i n t h i s case i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o suggest such d i f f e r e n c e s , b o t h r e g i o n s 
b e i n g capable o f s u p p o r t i n g s i m i l a r s ubsistence 
economies. A l t h o u g h the C o r i e l t a u v i may be d e s c r i b e d as 
b e i n g more advanced, i n the sense o f h a v i n g achieved a 
h i g h e r l e v e l o f s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , any exchange o f 
goods between them would have been t a k i n g p l a c e i n an 
e s s e n t i a l l y s i m i l a r c u l t u r a l m i l i e u and l i t t l e more 
tha n l o c a l t r a d e need be i n v o l v e d . Whether the coinage 
r e p r e s e n t s f a i r l y s m a l l - s c a l e c o l l e c t i v e or i n d i v i d u a l 
t r a n s a c t i o n s cannot be a s c e r t a i n e d , though the coinage 
i t s e l f may have been one o f t h e "commodities" b e i n g 
sought by a P a r i s i a n e l i t e f o r purposes o f p r e s t i g e , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h i t e m s such as f i b u l a e and p o t t e r y . I f 
t h i s i s so, t h e n a " p o r t o f t r a d e " e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the 
s i t e m i g h t be i n v o k e d , f o r which i t s p o s i t i o n on the 
edge o f t h e t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y would make i t s u i t a b l e , 
and i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the s e t t l e m e n t was i t s e l f 
a c t u a l l y o c c u p i e d by C o r i e l t a u v i , an arrangement which 
would have a l l o w e d the e f f e c t s o f e x t e r n a l t r a d e on the 
n a t i v e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e t o be r e g u l a t e d . 
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One o f the major d i f f i c u l t i e s i n i n t e r p r e t i n g R e d c l i f f , 
g i v e n t h e p r e s e n t l a c k o f s i t e s w i t h s i m i l a r m a t e r i a l 
assemblages t o t h e n o r t h , l i e s i n d e c i d i n g whether i t 
i s an i n t e g r a t e d p a r t o f a l o n g d i s t a n c e exchange 
system, perhaps concerned w i t h t h e procurement o f raw 
m a t e r i a l s , o r whether i t l i e s o u t s i d e t h a t system and 
has a d i f f e r e n t , i_.e. e s s e n t i a l l y l o c a l i s e d , k i n d o f 
i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h i t . I f the for m e r , then i t should not 
be f o r g o t t e n t h a t the P a r i s i , who, i t has been 
suggested, were a people w i t h a s t r o n g l y developed 
sense o f i d e n t i t y ( s e c t i o n 2.2.2), were g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 
v e r y w e l l p l a c e d t o a c t i n a "middle-man" r o l e between 
the C o r i e l t a u v i and the B r i g a n t e s o f the n o r t h e r n 
u p lands. 

The d e a r t h o f LPRIA m a t e r i a l i n l a n d has been noted, but 
t h e cordoned p o t t e r y from Rlsby, Brantlngham and Bursea 
House Farm ( s e c t i o n s 3.2.2.1, 2.2.4), which i s l i k e l y 
t o b e l o n g t o t h e f i r s t h a l f o f the c e n t u r y , has some 
r e l e v a n c e t o t h e d i s c u s s i o n . Whether t r a d e d across the 
r i v e r , o r made on the n o r t h bank (as Elsdon has 
suggested i n the case o f the Risby v e s s e l - see s e c t i o n 
3.2.2.1), i t i s t h r o u g h s i t e s l i k e R e d c l i f f t h a t 
a c c u l t u r a t i n g i n f l u e n c e s or a c t u a l p o t t e r y may have 
been t r a n s m i t t e d . Ramm (1978, 27 and f i g . 8) noted 
t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the s m a l l amount o f LPRIA 
m a t e r i a l known from P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y was almost 
e n t i r e l y from the e a s t e r n s i d e o f the Wolds; cordoned 
p o t t e r y . La Tene I I I metalwork, and a c o i n o f Cunobelin 
f r o m Brantingham (Dent 1989, 28) may now be taken t o 
suggest, however, a l i n e o f communication w i t h r e g i o n s 
t o the s o u t h w h i c h r a n al o n g the western edge o f the 
Y o r k s h i r e Wolds, perhaps u s i n g t h e c r o s s i n g between Old 
Winteringham and Brough which was p o s t u l a t e d above. 
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The second "phase" o f a c t i v i t y on t h e s i t e i s d e f i n e d 
by the Cla u d i o - N e r o n i a n assemblages o f im p o r t e d p o t t e r y 
which c h a r a c t e r i s e the s i t e as i t e x i s t s today, and 
spans the g e n e r a t i o n between the conquest o f 
L i n c o l n s h i r e i n the 40s and P e t i l l i u s C e r i a l i s ' advance 
across the Humber i n c. A.D. 71, a p e r i o d when the 
r i v e r would have been the de f a c t o boundary o f the 
Roman Empire i n B r i t a i n . The presence o f the Roman 
power a m i l e t o the south would c l e a r l y have 
c o n s t i t u t e d a major p o l i t i c a l event which must have had 
i t s e f f e c t on whatever socio-economic l i n k s across the 
Humber were a l r e a d y i n e x i s t e n c e . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
gauge the impact o f t h i s event i n the m a t e r i a l r e c o r d 
because we have no excavated assemblages from the 
p o s t u l a t e d p r e - C l a u d i a n o c c u p a t i o n o f the s i t e t o 
compare w i t h those from the s i t e as p r e s e n t l y known. 
The changing r a t i o o f i m p o r t e d t o indigenous p o t t e r y 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s i t e ' s h i s t o r y would c l e a r l y be 
i n v a l u a b l e i n t h i s r e g a r d , and i t may be t h a t the 
s i t e ' s apparent sudden and " e x t r a o r d i n a r y f l o r u i t " 
( C rowther, W i l l i s and C r e i g h t o n 1989, 9) i n the 
Claudio-N e r o n i a n p e r i o d i s t o some e x t e n t over
emphasised by our i n a b i l i t y t o make such comparisons. 
Many o f the q u e s t i o n s posed by the s i t e i n t h i s phase 
remain those w h i c h need t o be answered i n r e l a t i o n t o 
the e a r l i e r p e r i o d , t h e major new area o f i n t e r e s t 
c o n c e r n i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s between t he P a r i s i and the 
Roman power and the e x t e n t t o which these can be 
assessed from t he n a t u r e o f the i m p o r t e d m a t e r i a l s from 
the s i t e . 

A philo-Roman a t t i t u d e on the p a r t o f the P a r i s i has 
o f t e n been assumed, though a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence f o r 
i t has been s c a n t y . Richmond (1955, 37) made the 
sweeping c l a i m t h a t the P a r i s i had been " r e c e p t i v e o f 
Roman goods" ever s i n c e t h e Cl a u d i a n conquest o f the 
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s o u t h , and c o n s i d e r e d t h a t , g i v e n t h e i r g e o g r a p h i c a l 
p o s i t i o n between t he Roman f r o n t i e r and the B r i g a n t e s , 
" t h e i r c h o i c e o f adherence t o Rome can never have been 
i n doubt" ( l o c . c i t . ) . The l a t t e r argument i s 
s p e c u l a t i v e and need n o t be g i v e n undue weight i n 
i t s e l f , s i n c e , however reasonable and p o l i t i c such a 
choic e may seem t o us on t h e b a s i s o f our l i m i t e d d a t a , 
i t need not have seemed so t o t h e P a r i s i ; t he former i s 
s c a r c e l y more s u p p o r t a b l e , g i v e n the f a c t t h a t evidence 
f o r i m p o r t e d Roman goods i n P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y s t i l l 
amounts t o l i t t l e more than t h e " s c a t t e r o f C l a u d i o -
Neronian brooches .... t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e l a r g e q u a n t i t y 
o f i m p o r t e d G a l l o - B e l g i c wares from N o r t h F e r r i b y " 
n o t e d by C u n l i f f e , a body o f m a t e r i a l which s c a r c e l y 
j u s t i f i e s h i s view t h a t "awareness o f the m a t e r i a l 
advantages o f r o m a n i s a t i o n may have been i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n e n c o u r a g i n g t h e t r i b e t o o f f e r no r e s i s t a n c e t o the 
e v e n t u a l p e n e t r a t i o n by t h e Roman army i n 71-72" 
( C u n l i f f e 1974, 113). Ramm (1978, 2 8 f f ) discussed t h e 
m a t t e r f u l l y , and was i n c l i n e d t o see P a r i s i a n 
" a l l e g i a n c e " t o the anti-Roman f a c t i o n among the 
B r i g a n t e s l e d by Ven u t i u s as more p r o b a b l e , 
i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e same s m a l l body o f Claudio-Neronian 
metalwork, and i t s e a s t e r n d i s t r i b u t i o n (see above), as 
evidence t h a t V e n u t i u s had e s t a b l i s h e d t r a d e - l i n k s w i t h 
s o u t h e r n B r i t a i n w h i c h r a n t h r o u g h P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y 
and were conducted " t h r o u g h t h e i r agency". I t i s 
s u f f i c i e n t f o r p r e s e n t purposes t o not e t h a t much o f 
Ramm's argument depended upon an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 
Stanwick as t h e seat o f V e n u t i u s , whereas i t now seems 
almost c e r t a i n , r a t h e r , t o have been the base f o r 
Cartimandua, i t s w e a l t h and r a r e i m p o r t e d l u x u r i e s 
r e f l e c t i n g t h e b e n e f i t s o f her t r e a t y w i t h Rome 
(Haselgrove 1990). Whether some o f these goods 
a r r i v e d a t Stanwick t h r o u g h P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y i s n ot 
a t p r e s e n t known, though a sea-route would perhaps seem 
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more l i k e l y f o r some o f them; we can, i n any case, 
envisage a whole g e n e r a t i o n i n which P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y 
would have l a i n between the Roman m i l i t a r y power and a 
philo-Roman p o l i t y on i t s n o r t h e r n b o r d e r , and d u r i n g 
which i t may w e l l have had a p a r t t o p l a y i n the 
d e v e l o p i n g socio-economic r e l a t i o n s between them. 
However t h i s may be, t h e r e are two simple f a c t s which 
deserve t o be s t r e s s e d . F i r s t l y , t h a t , whatever 
P a r i s i a n a t t i t u d e s t o Rome i n A.D.71, the f o r t s a l ong 
C e r i a l i s ' l i n e o f advance i n t o B r i g a n t i a would p r o b a b l y 
have c o n s t i t u t e d a s u f f i c i e n t s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e i r 
t e r r i t o r y ; and secondly, t h a t i f p o l i t i c a l , d i p l o m a t i c , 
and m e r c a n t i l e i n i t i a t i v e s between Rome and the P a r i s i 
a re i n q u e s t i o n i n the Claudio-Neronian p e r i o d , then i t 
i s t h r o u g h s i t e s l i k e R e d c l i f f t h a t they are l i k e l y t o 
have been a r t i c u l a t e d . 

F u r t h e r l i g h t on these m a t t e r s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y o n l y be 
shed by f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k i n East Y o r k s h i r e as a whole 
and by d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the imported 
p o t t e r y from R e d c l i f f i t s e l f . The most i m p o r t a n t 
q u e s t i o n s about t he G a l l o - B e l g i c p o t t e r y a r e , as u s u a l , 
t h e s i m p l e ones: t he method o f i t s a r r i v a l on s i t e , 
the i d e n t i t y o f i t s consumers (and i t s meaning t o 
them), and the u l t i m a t e d e s t i n a t i o n s t o which some of 
i t may have t r a v e l l e d on. I t would be premature t o 
at t e m p t t o answer these q u e s t i o n s i n d e t a i l , but 
l i m i t e d o b s e r v a t i o n s may be made about one major p o i n t 
o f i n t e r e s t , i..£. t h e sources o f supply o f some o f the 
G a l l o - B e l g i c p o t t e r y found a t b o t h Old Winteringham and 
R e d c l i f f . Crowther, C r e i g h t o n and W i l l i s (1989, 9) 
suggest t h a t " t he s i m i l a r i t y o f forms o f e a r l y i mported 
f i n e w a r e p o t t e r y w i t h those o f Old Winteringham ... i s 
... s u r e l y i n d i c a t i v e o f e i t h e r a common source o f 
su p p l y o r indeed t he t r a f f i c o f these goods from the 
sout h bank i n t o R e d c l i f f " . Rigby (1976, 134), however, 
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has p o i n t e d t o a s t r i k i n g d i s s i m i l a r i t y o f t e r r a n i g r a 
f a b r i c between the two assemblages, which appear, 
however, t o be contemporary, and has t h e r e f o r e 
s p e c i f i c a l l y suggested t h a t the two s i t e s were 
" i m p o r t i n g t h e i r T.N. from d i f f e r e n t sources". I t i s 
n o t c l e a r how t h i s s h o u l d be accounted f o r , though i t 
does a t l e a s t suggest t h a t the R e d c l i f f t e r r a n i g r a was 
n o t s i m p l y a commodity which was " t r a d e d on" across the 
r i v e r as an element o f l o c a l t r a d e , e i t h e r by the army 
or by members o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s community. This does 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y mean, however, t h a t we should envisage 
t h e t e r r a n i g r a a r r i v i n g a t R e d c l i f f by sea, e i t h e r 
f rom s o u t h - e a s t England or d i r e c t l y from the C o n t i n e n t . 
The Roman army may w e l l have had t o p l a c e c o n t r a c t s 
w i t h more than one producer, and i t may be t h a t one o f 
these c o n t r a c t s was e n t e r e d i n t o s p e c i f i c a l l y t o supply 
goods f o r t r a n s p o r t t o the n o r t h bank, e i t h e r as 
payment f o r produce and raw m a t e r i a l s p r o v i d e d by the 
P a r i s i , or as p r e s t i g e i t ems p r o v i d e d as p a r t o f a 
d i p l o m a t i c i n i t i a t i v e . I t may be n o t e d , however, t h a t 
such t r u l y l u x u r i o u s and e x o t i c m a t e r i a l s as those 
found a t Stanwick and i n t e r p r e t e d as " d i p l o m a t i c g i f t s 
r a t h e r t h a n normal t r a d e goods" (Haselgrove 1990, 385) 
have n o t so f a r been r e p o r t e d from R e d c l i f f or 
elsewhere i n P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

Whatever the n a t u r e o f the c o n t a c t between the P a r i s i 
and Rome i n the g e n e r a t i o n p r e c e d i n g the conquest o f 
t h e N o r t h , and R e d c l i f f ' s r o l e i n i t , i t seems c l e a r 
t h a t the s i t e ' s f u n c t i o n s were no l o n g e r r e l e v a n t i n 
t h e new p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n o b t a i n i n g a f t e r c. A.D.71; 
and h e r e , a t l e a s t , the e x p l a n a t i o n s would seem 
r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d . P e t i l l i u s C e r i a l i s ' p o i n t 
o f e n t r y i n t o t h e n o r t h would presumably have been 
determined i n t h e main by a v a r i e t y o f p u r e l y m i l i t a r y 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g t h e e x i s t i n g communications 
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network s o u t h o f t h e r i v e r and, undoubtedly, the choice 
between a s h e l t e r e d haven a t P e t u a r i a and an exposed 
s o u t h - f a c i n g s t r e t c h o f shore a t R e d c l i f f . Occupation 
t o some degree may have c o n t i n u e d i n t o t h e second 
c e n t u r y , b u t the s i t e ' s b r i e f f l o r u i t was over, and i t 
was d e s t i n e d t o p l a y no p a r t i n the new a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y . 

2.3.3. I r o n Age m a t e r i a l f i n d s from t he study area 

The number o f f i n d s o f I r o n Age a r t e f a c t s from the 
st u d y area i s s m a l l , and stands i n marked c o n t r a s t t o 
the l a r g e number o f s e t t l e m e n t s i t e s known or suspected 
from a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h i c survey. The main reason f o r 
t h i s d i s c r e p a n c y i s undoubtedly the low l e v e l o f 
s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k i n the study area, though the n a t u r e 
o f I r o n Age m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e i t s e l f i s a l s o p r o b a b l y 
p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e : t h e r e i s a s m a l l e r range o f 
d u r a b l e a r t e f a c t s which i s l i k e l y t o be recognised by 
members o f the p u b l i c as b e i n g o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
i n t e r e s t and w o r t h r e p o r t i n g t o the a p p r o p r i a t e 
a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Almost a l l t he m a t e r i a l d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s 
" l a t e " , and, a p a r t from f i n g e r - t i p p e d H a l l s t a t t - t y p e 
p o t t e r y from W a l k i n g t o n a l r e a d y a l l u d e d t o ( s e c t i o n 
2.3.2, G.162), t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t h a t need be much 
e a r l i e r t h a n t h e f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C. 

The m a t e r i a l may be grouped under t h r e e headings, v i z . : 
p o t t e r y , q uernstones, and raetalwork. The most 
i m p o r t a n t f i n d s i n t h e f i r s t two o f the above 
c a t e g o r i e s a r e t h e s u b j e c t o f more d e t a i l e d t r e a t m e n t 
elsewhere i n t h i s s t u d y and i t i s t h e metalwork which 
r e c e i v e s t he f u l l e s t d i s c u s s i o n below. The m a j o r i t y o f 
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the o b j e c t s are from t he s o u t h e r n p a r t o f the study 
a r e a , and t h e i r f i n d s p o t s are p l o t t e d on f i g . 2.5. 

1. P o t t e r y . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e l a r g e assemblages o f l a t e l A / e a r l y 
RB p o t t e r y from Salthouse High School and Chapel Farm, 
Weel ( s e c t i o n s 2.3.2.1, 2.3.2.2, above), t h e r e are 
f i n d s o f s m a l l numbers o f sherds i n the same f a b r i c 
t r a d i t i o n f rom two p l a c e s on t h e a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t 
w i t h i n the H u l l c i t y boundary (G.94, 204). (Remarks on 
the d a t i n g o f t h i s f a b r i c t r a d i t i o n are t o be found i n 
s e c t i o n 2.3.2.2). G.94 c o n s i s t s o f the base o f a l a r g e 
v e s s e l and a l a r g e body sherd and i s a s c r i b e d t o the 
l a t e r I r o n Age or e a r l y Roman p e r i o d e n t i r e l y on f a b r i c 
grounds; i t s p r e c i s e provenance and circumstances o f 
d i s c o v e r y a r e , moreover, u n c e r t a i n . G.204 i s a 
s q u a r i s h u p r i g h t j a r r i m o f undoubted l a t e r l A form, 
but t h e r e i s some doubt as t o whether i t was i n s i t u 
when found (see Gazetteer f o r d e t a i l s ) . 

The most i m p o r t a n t I r o n Age ceramic f i n d from the study 
area i s a LPRIA cordoned and p e d e s t a l - f o o t e d j a r i n the 
A y l e s f o r d - S w a r l i n g t r a d i t i o n , d i s c o v e r e d d u r i n g the 
a u t h o r ' s f i e l d work a t Risby. This i s d e s c r i b e d and 
di s c u s s e d i n s e c t i o n 3.2.2.1, below, t o which the 
reader i s r e f e r r e d . 

2. Quernstones. 

Two beehive upper stones o f " Y o r k s h i r e " / " u n p i e r c e d " 
type from Chapel Farm, Weel, and Fishpond Wood, Risby, 
are d i s c u s s e d elsewhere, t o g e t h e r w i t h remarks on the 
d a t i n g o f t h i s form o f quern ( s e c t i o n s 2.3.2.2, 
3.2.2.1). There i s , i n a d d i t i o n , an upper stone o f a 
beehive quern found b u i l t i n t o a garden w a l l i n the 
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s 

v i l l a g e o f W a l k i n g t o n i n 1970 (G.168). No p e t r o l o g i c a l 
d e s c r i p t i o n e x i s t s , b u t t h e r e i s a drawing by Peter 
Armstrong i n H u l l Museum A r c h i v e s and, as f a r as the 
a u t h o r i s aware, the stone remains i n i t s f i n d - s p o t a t 
the time o f w r i t i n g . As w i t h the examples r e f e r r e d t o 
above the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the quern may be e a r l y 
Romano-British i n date has t o be borne i n mind. I t i 
perhaps u n l i k e l y t h a t the stone was moved any g r e a t 
d i s t a n c e b e f o r e b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the w a l l , and 
i t may be n o t e d t h a t t h e r e are e x t e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t and 
b u r i a l complexes o f lA/RB date r e v e a l e d by a e r i a l 
photography l e s s than 1 km t o the n o r t h on b o t h the 
c h a l k and the d r i f t (G. 167, 170). Sheppard (1907, 56) 
c l a i m e d t h a t " b o t h upper and lower stones [ o f " B r i t i s h " 
d a t e ] are found i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f Holderness, 
sometimes b u i l t i n t o w a l l s " , though he u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
l e f t l i t t l e o t h e r r e c o r d o f these o b s e r v a t i o n s . 

3. Metalwork. 

The l a r g e s t body o f l a t e I r o n Age metalwork from the 
s t u d y area c o n s i s t s o f the c o i n s and f i b u l a e from 
R e d c l i f f , N o r t h F e r r i b y , a l r e a d y discussed ( s e c t i o n 
2.3.2.3, above). There i s , i n a d d i t i o n , a s m a l l but 
i n t e r e s t i n g group o f s t r a y f i n d s which i s discussed 
below. 

The most o u t s t a n d i n g o b j e c t i s an enamelled copper-
a l l o y b r i d l e - b i t o f " d e r i v a t i v e t h r e e - l i n k t y p e " from 
Rise p a r i s h , i n the extreme n o r t h - e a s t e r n corner o f the 
s t u d y area i n c e n t r a l Holderness (G.130; MacGregor 
1976, i i , i t e m 1 0 ) . The circumstances o f i t s 
d i s c o v e r y , b e f o r e 1885, and i t s p r e c i s e provenance 
w i t h i n t h e p a r i s h , o n l y p a r t o f which l i e s w i t h i n t he 
s t u d y a r e a , a r e unknown. L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r (1979) 
r e c o r d no APs o f p o s s i b l e lA/RB date w i t h i n t he p a r i s h , 
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w h i c h i s , however, m a i n l y b o u l d e r c l a y , w i t h a l l the 
c o n s t r a i n t s upon AP survey which t h a t i m p l i e s ( s e c t i o n 
1.4.3, above). The S o i l Survey o f England and Wales 
(1983) shews, however, spreads o f A e o l i a n sand i n the 
p a r i s h which may have been a t t r a c t i v e t o , or now be 
masking t r a c e s o f , s e t t l e m e n t . I t may a l s o be noted 
t h a t a l a t e l A / e a r l y RB l i n e a r d i t c h c o n t a i n i n g hand
made p o t t e r y i n the " n a t i v e t r a d i t i o n " was d i s c o v e r e d 
by the a u t h o r beneath mediaeval house p l a t f o r m s d u r i n g 
e x c a v a t i o n s a t S i g g l e s t h o r n e (TA 155455), o n l y 4 kms to 
the n o r t h , i n 1988 (Mediaeval S e t t l e m e n t Research Group 
1988, 2 2 ) . 

MacGregor (1976, i , 25-30, and 52, Map 1) shews t h a t 
d e r i v a t i v e t h r e e - l i n k b i t s have a l a r g e l y Pennine and 
Lowland S c o t l a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n , w i t h o n l y a h a n d f u l o f 
examples, i n c l u d i n g the one from Rise, l y i n g o u t s i d e 
t h a t area. The s m a l l amount o f d a t i n g evidence 
m a r s h a l l e d by McGregor suggests a date-range o f a t 
l e a s t c. A.D. 40 - c. A.D. 100 f o r t h i s type o f b i t , 
and s t y l i s t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s l e a d her t o d e s c r i b e i t as 
"a p r o d u c t o f the B r i g a n t e s and/or I c e n i , d i s p l a y i n g 
d e c o r a t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s from the B e l g i c South and an 
extended p o p u l a r i t y i n the Tyne-Forth and Solway-Clyde 
p r o v i n c e s " (o_£. c i t . , 3 0 ) . A more s p e c i f i c date f o r 
the Rise example cannot be determined, though MacGregor 
f i n d s a s t y l i s t i c p a r a l l e l f o r i t s "muzzle m o t i f " o f 
sl e n d e r back-to-back trumpets on a decorated metal 
s t r i p f r o m a F l a v i a n d e p o s i t a t Newstead, and a s i m i l a r 
t r e a t m e n t o f p e t a l - m o t i f s on a F l a v i a n / T r a j a n i c o v o i d 
mount from C o r b r i d g e . Stead (1965, 74) agrees t h a t the 
Rise b i t has l i t t l e i n common w i t h o t h e r East Y o r k s h i r e 
metalwork and suggests t h a t i t might p o s t - d a t e the 
Roman conquest o f L i n c o l n s h i r e i n £. A.D. 47, and might 
a l s o p o s s i b l y be p r e - F l a v i a n . His suggested C l a u d i o -
Neronian date f o r t he p i e c e i s , however, unsupported by 
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argument. Whatever the date or p r e c i s e s t y l i s t i c 
a f f i n i t i e s o f the p i e c e i t does seem t o suggest the 
presence o f h i g h - s t a t u s i n d i v i d u a l s i n c e n t r a l 
Holderness towards the c l o s e o f the p e r i o d and might 
p o s s i b l y be regarded as another example o f t h a t 
m a t e r i a l a c c u l t u r a t i o n from r e g i o n s south o f the Humber 
which seems t o be evidenced by the occurrence o f LPRIA 
coinage, p o t t e r y , and C o l c h e s t e r f i b u l a e (G.51, 123; 
s e c t i o n 2.3.2.3, above) i n the south-east o f P a r i s i a n 
t e r r i t o r y . 

A second p i e c e o f horse equipment i s a s m a l l copper-
a l l o y t e r r e t from S n u f f m i l l Lane, Cottingham (G.56; not 
i n c l u d e d i n Macgregor 1976), on the boundary between 
the H u l l a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t and the b o u l d e r - c l a y west o f 
the r i v e r . I t can be c l a s s i f i e d as a "simple t e r r e t 
w i t h t h i c k bar and unemphasised c o l l a r s " i n MacGregor's 
system ( MacGregor 1976, i , 38-42). The "simple" 
t e r r e t may have a l i f e - s p a n o f a t l e a s t two-hundred 
y e a r s , from £. 100 B.C. t o the e a r l y second c e n t u r y 
A.D.(o£. c i t . , 4 1 ) . The example under d i s c u s s i o n was 
p r o v i s i o n a l l y d a t ed t o the l a t e f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. by 
John B a r t l e t t , Keeper o f Archaeology at H u l l Museums a t 
the time o f i t s d i s c o v e r y i n 1964, though MacGregor 
f e e l s t h e r e may be grounds f o r c o n s i d e r i n g s m a l l 
examples w i t h unemphasised c o l l a r s as e a r l i e r r a t h e r 
t h a n l a t e r w i t h i n the date-range g i v e n above (o£. c i t . , 
4 1 ) . There are no grounds f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t the 
o b j e c t was not i_n s i t u when d i s c o v e r e d by chance 
e x c a v a t i o n , and i t i s m a i n l y o f i n t e r e s t as an 
i n d i c a t o r o f a c t i v i t y on the v e r y margin o f the 
a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t d u r i n g the c l o s i n g stages o f the 
p e r i o d . 

F i n a l l y , t h e r e i s a La Tene sword w i t h i r o n blade and 
c a s t bronze h i l t d i s c o v e r e d i n a H u l l garden i n c. 1977 
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(G.72). The o b j e c t has been p u b l i s h e d by Dent (1983 a) 
i n the c o n t e x t o f a d i s c u s s i o n o f weapons and w a r f a r e 
i n l a t e I r o n Age East Y o r k s h i r e . There i s , 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , an element o f doubt as t o whether i t was 
found i n i t s o r i g i n a l p l a c e o f d e p o s i t i o n ; i f i t was, 
then i t s main i n t e r e s t l i e s i n the f a c t o f i t s being an 
i t e m o f w a r r i o r ' s equipment which had been l o s t or 
d e p o s i t e d i n a w e t l a n d environment ( D i d s b u r y 1988, 32; 
see f u r t h e r s e c t i o n 3.3.3, b e l o w ) . 

***** 

-165-



CHAPTER 3 

ASPECTS OF ROMANO-BRITISH SETTLEMENT IN THE STUDY AREA 

3.1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The aims o f the cha p t e r are t w o f o l d : 

1 , To make a g e n e r a l survey o f s e t t l e m e n t i n the 
stu d y area d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d , u s i n g the g a z e t t e e r 
and the a u t h o r ' s f i e l d w o r k t o shew how our p e r c e p t i o n s 
o f the s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n are b e i n g changed and t o 
i n d i c a t e some r e s e a r c h p r i o r i t i e s suggested by t h i s new 
database, ( S e c t i o n 3,2) 

2, To examine s p e c i f i c a l l y , and i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l , 
the evidence f o r s e t t l e m e n t i n , and u t i l i s a t i o n o f , the 
a l l u v i a l areas o f the lower H u l l v a l l e y . The case 
which can be made f o r use o f these wetlands d u r i n g the 
Roman p e r i o d i s regarded as one o f the most i m p o r t a n t 
r e s u l t s o f t h e whole s t u d y , such use s c a r c e l y h a v i n g 
been suspected b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t r e s e a r c h s t a r t e d . I t 
i s , moreover, a case t h a t would have been i m p o s s i b l e t o 
make w i t h o u t t he p r i o r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a d e t a i l e d 
g a z e t t e e r , the v a l u e o f which i t e x e m p l i f i e s . ( S e c t i o n 
3.3) 

Both the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s w i l l make use o f s i t e 
s t u d i e s o f v a r y i n g degrees o f d e t a i l . The chapter as a 
whole i s e s s e n t i a l l y a more d e t a i l e d e x p o s i t i o n o f 
c o n c l u s i o n s a l r e a d y p u b l i s h e d i n Didsbury (1988) and 
Didsbury ( 1 9 9 0 ) , 

I t may be noted here t h a t t h i s s t u d y o f s e t t l e m e n t i s 
no t p r e f a c e d by a g e n e r a l t r e a t m e n t o f socio-economic 
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m a t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e r e g i o n a t t h i s p e r i o d , as was 
p r o v i d e d when d e a l i n g w i t h the l a t e I r o n Age i n the 
p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r . Some such background m a t e r i a l , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t he p o l i t i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l framework of 
the p e r i o d , i s r e a d i l y a c c e s s i b l e , most n o t a b l y i n 
Ramm ( 1 9 7 8 ) , though i t should be noted t h a t such 
g e n e r a l surveys are soon l i k e l y t o stand i n need o f 
e x t e n s i v e r e v i s i o n i n the l i g h t o f r e c e n t and c u r r e n t 
r e s e a r c h i n East Y o r k s h i r e . Dent's work on the economy 
o f a r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t a t N o r t h Cave ( i n p r e p . ) , S i t c h ' s 
on t h e Humber f o r e s h o r e s i t e F a x f l e e t "B" ( S i t c h 1987), 
and Halkon's on the landscape and i n d u s t r i e s o f Holme 
on S p a l d i n g Moor (Halkon 1987a, M i l l e t t and Halkon 
1988) may be mentioned as examples. 

3.2 S e t t l e m e n t i n the st u d y area i n the l i g h t o f 
r e c e n t r e s e a r c h . 

3.2,1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The g e n e r a l p h y s i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s upon s e t t l e m e n t i n the 
stu d y area have a l r e a d y been examined ( s e c t i o n s 1,2, 
1,3), as have those a c t i n g upon our a b i l i t y t o 
i n t e r p r e t the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l data r e l a t i n g t o i t , most 
n o t a b l y the v a r y i n g s u s c e p t i b i l i t y o f the d i f f e r e n t 
d r i f t g e o l o g i e s ( c h a l k , t i l l , g r a v e l , a l l u v i u m ) t o 
a e r i a l p h o t o g r a p h i c survey ( s e c t i o n 1,4.3). The 
s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k which i s needed b e f o r e the 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l development o f s i t e s , which a t present 
can o n l y c a t e g o r i s e d as o f " l A and/or RB d a t e " , may be 
und e r s t o o d , has been almost t o t a l l y l a c k i n g , and 
m o r p h o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s between and w i t h i n s e t t l e m e n t 
areas cannot y e t be understood i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l terms. 
P l o t s o f AP s i t e s on t h e Wolds (by Kathy S t o e r t z , o f 
the NMR) have become a v a i l a b l e f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n i n the 
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Humberside SMR o n l y as t h i s t h e s i s i s be i n g completed, 
and r e l a t e o n l y t o t h e western edge o f the study area. 
As p l o t t i n g c o n t i n u e s eastwards i t w i l l be i m p o r t a n t t o 
examine s e t t l e m e n t morphology i n the l i g h t o f data 
gained from p r o p e r l y s t r u c t u r e d s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k . I n 
the l i g h t o f p r e s e n t knowledge n e i t h e r synchronic nor 
d i a c h r o n i c overviews o f r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t i n the RB 
p e r i o d are p o s s i b l e except i n the most g e n e r a l terms; 
i t i s t h e i n t e n t i o n i n these s e c t i o n s t o i n d i c a t e some 
aspects o f the s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n , and o f s o c i o 
economic r e l a t i o n s h i p s i m p l i e d by them, which have 
become apparent i n r e c e n t y e a r s , and which the 
g a z e t t e e r now a l l o w s us t o d i s c u s s i n r e l a t i o n t o the 
d r i f t geology o f the area. F i g . 3.1 p l o t s t h r e e main 
c a t e g o r i e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n a g a i n s t t h i s background: 

1. AP s i t e s o f Cat e g o r i e s 1 and 2 (see I n t r o d u c t i on 
t o G a z e t t e e r , Appendix 1) o f " l A and/or RB" date. 

2. Excavated RB s e t t l e m e n t f e a t u r e s , and s i t e s 
w i t h s u r f a c e RB m a t e r i a l i n amounts which i n d i c a t e 
s e t t l e m e n t . 

3. F i n d spots o f s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s o f RB m a t e r i a l . 

At t h i s l e v e l o f p l o t t i n g t h r e e simple o b s e r v a t i o n s 
may be made: 

1. API s i t e s o f p o s s i b l e RB date appear i n almost 
every p a r t o f t h e st u d y area, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f the 
marine a l l u v i u m i n the s o u t h , now l a r g e l y covered by 
the urban area o f H u l l . W i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f the 
Woodmansey g r a v e l s (on which see f u r t h e r s e c t i o n 3.2.2 
and f i g . 3.1) t h e r e i s no s i g n i f i c a n t landscape u n i t 
w i t h i n t h e s t u d y area w i t h t h i s c a t e g o r y o f p o s s i b l e RB 
s e t t l e m e n t which cannot be shewn a l r e a d y t o have been 
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p e n e t r a t e d t o some e x t e n t b e f o r e the end o f the square 
barrow t r a d i t i o n (see above, s e c t i o n 2.3.1). 

2. There are RB s e t t l e m e n t s i t e s d i s c o v e r e d by 
s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k ( e . ^ . G.139) or e x c a v a t i o n ( e . ^ . G.5) 
which occur i n areas where AP evidence f o r p o s s i b l e 
s e t t l e m e n t i s sparse, and which suggest the v a l u e o f 
f u r t h e r f i e l d work i n such areas, s p e c i f i c a l l y the 
t i l l - m a n t l e d d i p slope o f the Wolds west o f the River 
H u l l . 

3. F i n d - s p o t s o f s m a l l amounts o f RB a r t e f a c t u a l 
m a t e r i a l i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the study area may be 
used i n s e v e r a l ways t o e l u c i d a t e o t h e r c a t e g o r i e s o f 
evidence; f o r the moment, i t i s most i m p o r t a n t t o note 
t h a t a l a r g e number o f s m a l l - f i n d s has been made on the 
marine a l l u v i u m , an area where o n l y a few l A f i n d s were 
noted ( s e c t i o n 2.3.3) and where AP evidence o f 
s e t t l e m e n t o f e i t h e r p e r i o d i s e n t i r e l y l a c k i n g . 

These o b s e r v a t i o n s form the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t f o r the 
e v a l u a t i o n o f RB s e t t l e m e n t i n the study area which 
f o l l o w s . Given t h e g e n e r a l n a t u r e o f t h i s survey, and 
the complex i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n o f d i f f e r e n t s u r f a c e 
g e o l o g i e s w i t h i n a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l area, i t i s most 
co n v e n i e n t t o d i s c u s s s e t t l e m e n t under the two headings 
"west o f t h e R i v e r H u l l " and "east o f the R i v e r H u l l " 
( s e c t i o n s 3.2.2 and 3.2.3 r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . The evidence 
f o r u t i l i s a t i o n o f the marine a l l u v i u m i s considered 
s e p a r a t e l y , and i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l , i n s e c t i o n 3.3. 

3.2.2 S e t t l e m e n t west o f the R i v e r H u l l 

The p h y s i c a l geography o f the study area has a l r e a d y 
been d e s c r i b e d ( s e c t i o n s 1.2, 1.3) but i t w i l l be 

-169-



a 

co n v e n i e n t a t t h i s p o i n t t o r e c a p i t u l a t e the f o u r main 
s u r f a c e g e o l o g i e s i n the area west o f the H u l l . From 
west t o east these a r e : 

1. The e a s t e r n edge o f the c h a l k Wolds. This 
southernmost b l o c k o f the Wolds i s nowhere g r e a t e r than 
c. 11 kms wide, and reaches a maximum h e i g h t o f 160m 
AOD ( i n Rowley p a r i s h , w i t h i n t h e s t u d y a r e a ) . 

2. The band o f g l a c i a l t i l l which mantles the d i p 
slope o f the Wolds t o the east o f the c.50m AOD contour 
and which on average i s £. 6 kms wide. 

3. Two e x t e n s i v e spreads o f f l u v i o - g l a c i a l 
g r a v e l s , around L e c o n f i e l d i n the n o r t h o f the study 
r e a , and Wooodmansey/Cottingham i n i t s c e n t r a l p a r t . 

G r a v e l tongues a l i g n e d i n a SW t o NE d i r e c t i o n a c t as 
n a t u r a l routeways between these " i s l a n d s " and the c l a y 
and c h a l k t o the west. 

4. Marine and f r e s h w a t e r a l l u v i a l y i n g t o the east 
o f t h e c l a y and g r a v e l . T h i s zone has r o u g h l y the 
shape o f an e q u i l a t e r a l t r i a n g l e w i t h i t s apex t o the 
so u t h - e a s t o f B e v e r l e y and i t s base a l o n g t he Humber 
shore, and i t i s t h r o u g h the c e n t r e o f these a l l u v i u m 
d e p o s i t s t h a t the R i v e r H u l l takes i t s p r e s e n t course 
southwards, 

To c o n s i d e r the c h a l k f i r s t , i t w i l l be seen from f i g . 
3.1 t h a t t h e r e are numerous API s e t t l e m e n t s i t e s o f " l A 
and/or RB d a t e " a l o n g the e a s t e r n edge o f the Wolds, 
w i t h i n 1.5 kms o f i t s i n t e r f a c e w i t h the c l a y , and 
g e n e r a l l y i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o the g r a v e l - f l o o r e d d r y 
v a l l e y s which p e n e t r a t e the c h a l k . (The advantages of 
such s i t i n g have been d i s c u s s e d i n s e c t i o n s 1,3 and 
2,3.1). Whatever t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l date-ranges they 
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shew a p r e f e r e n c e f o r the same k i n d o f s i t u a t i o n as 
those square-barrow s i t e s which were discu s s e d i n 
s e c t i o n 2.3.1 (see f i g s 2,1 and 2.4). I t i s p r o b a b l y 
l e g i t i m a t e t o see the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f API s i t e s on f i g , 
3,1 as r e f l e c t i n g i n g e n e r a l terras t h e p a t t e r n and 
d e n s i t y o f " n a t i v e " s e t t l e m e n t o b t a i n i n g on the c h a l k 
on t h e eve o f the Roman o c c u p a t i o n , but t h i s i s r e a l l y 
t o say v e r y l i t t l e , and the i n f o r m a t i o n which i s needed 
b e f o r e we can even b e g i n t o understand how such 
communities were a f f e c t e d by the Roman power, t h e i r 
changing s u b s i s t e n c e s t r a t e g i e s d u r i n g the next f o u r 
c e n t u r i e s , what f a c t o r s may have caused them t o 
f l o u r i s h or f a i l , t h e i r " l i f e " i n s h o r t , w i l l depend 
upon p r o p e r l y conceived r e s e a r c h programmes. Given the 
c o m p l i c a t e d n a t u r e o f many o f these AP complexes, some 
o f w h i c h may have been occupied f o r over h a l f a 
m i l l e n n i u m , i t i s c l e a r t h a t p l o t t i n g o f photographs 
and the c o l l e c t i o n o f s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l , though 
necessary f i r s t s t e p s , are u n l i k e l y t o r e p r e s e n t a 
s u f f i c i e n t response, and t h a t s e l e c t i v e e x c a v a t i o n , i n 
response t o q u e s t i o n s o f s i t e morphology, f o r example, 
or i n the i n t e r e s t s o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e s e a r c h 
( e s p e c i a l l y w i t h a view t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n t e r - s i t e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , v, M i l l e t t 1982) i s going t o be 
e s s e n t i a l . I t seems u n l i k e l y a t p r e s e n t t h a t such 
programmes can be mounted w i t h o u t the involvement of 
one or more u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

None o f the a u t h o r ' s f i e l d w o r k has taken p l a c e on the 
c h a l k . As f a r as he i s aware, the o n l y API complexes 
on f i g , 3.1 which have been f i e l d w a l k e d are G.19-22, by 
Karen Waugh (Waugh 1984, her "Areas 1-4"), Despite 
the work b e i n g c a r r i e d out w i t h i n the l i m i t a t i o n s 
imposed by an undergraduate d i s s e r t a t i o n , and the 
p a u c i t y o f m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d from these s i t e s , i t 
v a l u a b l y i l l u s t r a t e s b o t h the c o m p l e x i t y and scale o f 
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t h e l a t e l A and RB a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape on Bishop 
B u r t o n Wold, and the problems o f responding t o i t 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y . 

Waugh s t u d i e d an area o f some 5 sq.kms o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
l a n d t o the s o u t h west o f the v i l l a g e o f Bishop B u r t o n . 
( R e f e r t o f i g s . 3.1 and 3.2 d u r i n g t h i s and the 
succeeding two p a r a g r a p h s ) . The p r e s e n t v i l l a g e l i e s 
on the c l a y t o the n o r t h and e a s t , and the AP s i t e s on 
t h e c h a l k between c.50m and £.90m AOD (Waugh 1984, 
f i g . 5 . ) , Any p a r t s o f the complex which may have 
extended onto the c l a y are thus covered by the s i t e o f 
th e v i l l a g e . Bishop B u r t o n i s one o f a s t r i n g o f 
v i l l a g e s w i t h A n g l i a n and Scandinavian names s i t e d 
a l o n g the i n t e r f a c e o f the c h a l k and the c l a y , 
g e n e r a l l y on c l a y w i t h i n 1 km o f the c h a l k edge (see 
s e c t i o n 1.3). From Lund (SE 9748) t o Skidby (TA 0133) 
these v i l l a g e s are spaced a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 kms a p a r t . 
Bishop B u r t o n i t s e l f i s s i t u a t e d a t the p o i n t where a 
major cross-Wolds r o u t e between Market Weighton, on the 
Wolds s c a r p , and B e v e r l e y , a t the head o f the lower 
H u l l v a l l e y , comes down o f f the c h a l k , h a v i n g taken 
advantage o f the lower r e l i e f o f the Market Weighton 
gap. 

That t h e v i c i n i t y c o n t a i n e d one or more h i g h s t a t u s or 
v i l l a e s t a b l i s h m e n t s d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d i s shewn 
by t h e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y d i s c o v e r y o f two mosaics 
( s i n c e l o s t ) near the v i l l a g e (G.24 f o r d e t a i l s ) . Ramm 
p o i n t s out (1978, 99) t h a t the pavements were ploughed 
up i n f i e l d s n e x t - b u t - o n e t o each o t h e r and t h a t they 
d e r i v e , t h e r e f o r e , from b u i l d i n g s t h a t were not 
i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o each o t h e r . Without knowing 
the meaning o f the word " f i e l d " i n the o r i g i n a l sources 
( f o r t h e d i s c o v e r i e s were made b e f o r e e n c l o s u r e ) , or 
the d i s t a n c e s between the two f i n d s p o t s , i t i s 
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i m p o s s i b l e t o a s c e r t a i n whether two v i l l a s are 
r e p r e s e n t e d , o r two m o s a i c - f l o o r e d b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n a 
f a i r l y e x t e n s i v e v i l l a complex. The l a t t e r seems more 
p r o b a b l e , though Ramm (1978, f i g . 4 0 ) marks Bishop 
B u r t o n w i t h two symbols on h i s map o f East Y o r k s h i r e 
v i l l a s . The phenomenon o f "double", or " u n i t system", 
v i l l a s i n B r i t a i n and Gaul i s discussed by Smith 
( 1 9 7 8 ) , where such e s t a b l i s h m e n t s are h e l d t o express 
a p r e - e x i s t i n g C e l t i c system o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p and 
l a n d t e n u r e , v i z . j o i n t p r o p r i e t o r s h i p or occupancy. 
I t may be noted t h a t a t l e a s t one example o f t h i s type 
o f v i l l a , Beadlam, i s h e l d by Smith t o occur w i t h i n 
P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

The area was crossed by a Roman road (G.20) o r i e n t e d 
r o u g h l y south-west t o n o r t h - e a s t . Although i t i s 
unwise t o assume too much from the alignment o f 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y s h o r t s t r e t c h e s o f road, i t seems 
pr o b a b l e t h a t t h i s road r e p r e s e n t s a cross-Wolds r o u t e 
w h i c h can be p r o j e c t e d i n a s o u t h - w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n t o 
meet the j u n c t i o n o f Margary 2e (Brough-York) and 
Margary 29 (Brough-Malton) a t Newbald on the Wolds 
sc a r p ; i n a n o r t h - e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n i t i s w e l l p l a c e d 
t o have c o n t i n u e d across t he d r i f t , perhaps by way o f 
one o f the g r a v e l tongues l e a d i n g t o the L e c o n f i e l d 
g r a v e l s , t o cross the R i v e r H u l l i n the v i c i n i t y o f one 
of t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c r o s s i n g - p o i n t s o f the v a l l e y a t 
H u l l B r i d g e , t o t h e n o r t h o f Beverley ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.2, 
and f i g . 2.8). B e v e r l e y was the c o l l e c t i o n c e n t r e f o r 
the produce o f the c e n t r a l and southern Wolds 
th r o u g h o u t t he mediaeval p e r i o d , and a r o u t e l e a d i n g t o 
the head o f t h e lowe r v a l l e y , whence c e r e a l s and 
wool c o u l d be moved south by r i v e r t r a n s p o r t , may have 
been i m p o r t a n t d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d a l s o . I f the 
road does indeed r e p r e s e n t a cross-Wolds r o u t e on t h i s 
a l i g n m e n t t h e n i t c o u l d have l i n k e d the Bishop Burton 
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v i l l a ( s ) w i t h s i m i l a r h i g h - s t a t u s e s t a b l i s h r a e n t ( s ) , 
p o s s i b l y of t h i r d - and f o u r t h - c e n t u r y d a t e , a t Newbald 
( S E 904361 and 905355 a c c o r d i n g to L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r 
1979; and see Corder 1 9 4 1 ) . [ I t s h o u l d be noted h e r e 
t h a t Ramm's (1978, 99-100) d i s c u s s i o n of the Newbald 
s i t e ( s ) i s marked by extreme c o n f u s i o n as to t h e i r 
l o c a t i o n a s w e l l as b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l e r r o r ] . The 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e were contemporary v i l l a s on 
e i t h e r s i d e o f the Wolds, l i n k e d by road and each 
s i t e d to command the r e s o u r c e s of the a d j a c e n t c h a l k , 
i s worthy o f f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The dependence of 
v i l l a s on urban c e n t r e s i s a f a m i l i a r concept, and the 
road i n q u e s t i o n would have brought B r o u g h / P e t u a r i a 
w i t h i n r e l a t i v e l y e a s y r e a c h . B r a n i g a n (1980) u s e s a 
market model to e x p l a i n the grouping of P a r i s i a n v i l l a s 
around Brough and Malton, whic h , he s a y s , "presumably 
f u l f i l l e d market f u n c t i o n s " . Perhaps more im p o r t a n t i s 
h i s o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t , "even more n o t i c e a b l y " , many 
v i l l a s a r e c l o s e to main r o a d s ; he i n t e r p r e t s t h i s as 
shewing t h e i r need f o r q u i c k a c c e s s to urban c e n t r e s 
f u n c t i o n i n g a s m a r k e t s , though, as Hodder and M l l l e t t 
( 1 9 8 1 ) and M i l l e t t ( 1 982) have p o i n t e d out, the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a t u s of towns may have been more 
i m p o r t a n t i n d e t e r m i n i n g the s i t i n g o f v i l l a s around 
them; o f f i c i a l s o r a r i s t o c r a t s w o rking i n the towns may 
have been w i l l i n g to own farms a t g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e s 
from major c e n t r e s t h a n minor ones, and produce coming 
i n t o major a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e s from s u r r o u n d i n g 
v i l l a s may, anyway, have e n j o y e d the b e n e f i t s of a 
b e t t e r r o a d - s y s t e m and a l a r g e r market on a r r i v a l 
(Hodder and M i l l e t t 1981, 7 4 ) , 

Whi l e on t h e s u b j e c t of t h i s r o a d , i t may a l s o be noted 
t h a t the e x c a v a t e d f o u r t h - c e n t u r y s i t e a t Walkington 
Wold ( G . 1 6 2 ) , on the h i g h c h a l k s l i g h t l y to the west o f 
the s t u d y a r e a l i e s c l o s e to i t s presumed l i n e and 
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could have been "served" by i t . The s i t e ' s excavators 
suggested f o u r t h - c e n t u r y use of a Bronze Age barrow as 
an i n l a n d s i g n a l s t a t i o n ( B a r t l e t t and Mackey 1973), 
though Bailey (1985) o f f e r s a rather more convincing 
and f u n c t i o n a l l y - b a s e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as a temple s i t e . 
lA/RB ditches are v i s i b l e on APs i n the v i c i n i t y and 
the f i n d of a coin of Gordian I I I (G.163) about 
kil o m e t r e to the south, and also close to the roa d l i n e , 
may i n d i c a t e m i d - t h i r d century a c t i v i t y i n the area. 
Further observations on the Roman road system w i t h i n 
the study area are de a l t w i t h i n t h i s section below. 

The main value of Waugh's work, when i t was undertaken, 
l i e s i n the f a c t t h a t she p l o t t e d extensive s o i l - and 
crop-marks and undertook l i m i t e d f i e l d - w a l k i n g over 
parts of them. A concordance of her numbered f i e l d -
walked areas w i t h references i n the present gazetteer 
i s as f o l l o w s : 

Area 1 = part of G.22 ( f i g . 3.3, a f t e r Waugh 
f i g . 7.). 

Area 2 = p a r t of G.21 ( f i g . 3.A, a f t e r Waugh 
f i g . 8.). 

Area 3 = pa r t of G.19 ( f i g . 3.5, a f t e r Waugh 
f i g . 9.). 

Area 4 = p a r t of G.20, the Roman road. 

These areas may be described b r i e f l y : Areas 1 and 3 
are both trackway/droveway complexes w i t h attached 
r e c t i l i n e a r enclosures of varying sizes, the kind of 
apparently planned settlement of l a t e lA to RB date 
which i s common on a e r i a l photographs i n the region. 
The main trackway i n Area 1 i s t r i p l e - d i t c h e d f o r part 
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of i t s l e n g t h . I t may be noted here that i n nei t h e r 
area do the main trackways make use of the gra v e l -
f l o o r e d v a l l e y s which i n t e r s e c t Bishop Burton Wold 
( f i g . 3.1) but l i e adjacent to them; n e i t h e r i s there 
any suggestion that these gravel tongues defined the 
" t e r r i t o r i e s " of these settlements by enclosing them, 
at l e a s t i n t h e i r l a t e s t stage as r e f l e c t e d on the APs, 
since l i n e a r features cut across both the northern and 
southern gravel spreads. Both areas are probably 
i n t e r l i n k e d by t h e i r trackway systems and, indeed, may 
j o i n w i t h s i m i l a r AP complexes i n both Walkington 
(G.169-170) and Cherry Burton (G.27) parishes, a point 
worth s t r e s s i n g i f i t reminds us that we are looking at 
a r t i f i c i a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d fragments of an extensive 
and i n t e g r a t e d a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape. Area 1 contains 
both funerary and occupation features, having three 
square-ditched barrows and at le a s t two penannular 
r i n g - d i t c h e s which are probably those of h u t - c i r c l e s . 
Each of the barrows, as i t presently appears on the 
APs, i s i n an i s o l a t e d p o s i t i o n and s i t e d close to the 
edge of a trackway, possibly suggesting that they do 
not belong t o the l a t e s t phase of the Arras b u r i a l 
t r a d i t i o n ( s e c t i o n 2.2.4). The probable h u t - c i r c l e s 
l i e behind the enclosures f l a n k i n g the main trackway. 
I n both areas, d i f f e r e n t enclosure sizes probably 
r e f l e c t d i f f e r e n t enclosure f u n c t i o n , and i n Area 1 the 
western side of the main trackway has f i e l d - s i z e d areas 
meeting i t at r i g h t - a n g l e s and separated by ditches 
which may have served to c o n t r o l the access of 
l i v e s t o c k to arable land. lA and RB p o t t e r y found on 
the surface i n Area 1 probably derives from the smaller 
enclosures, and r e f l e c t s t h e i r use i n some way, but the 
f i e l d w a l k i n g data i s i n s u f f i c i e n t i n both q u a n t i t y and 
q u a l i t y t o suggest what t h a t use may have been (see 
below). 
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Of the remaining two f i e l d w a l k e d areas, Area 4 i s the 
Roman road already discussed, and Area 2 contains a 
lar g e ditched rectangular feature which w i l l be 
considered below. 

I t i s clear t h a t a l a t e r lA date f o r at l e a s t part of 
t h i s landscape i s shewn by the Arras t r a d i t i o n b u r i a l s , 
and t h a t the morphology of much of what i s now v i s i b l e 
on the APs i s of a type which we have already seen as 
d i s t i n c t i v e of both the l a t e lA and RB periods. I t 
could have been hoped that f i e l d w a l k i n g would have 
proved valuable i n d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g the lA and RB 
components i n such complexes, but several aspects of 
the work undertaken mean that i t s value i s severely 
l i m i t e d i n t h i s respect. F i r s t l y , only a very small 
amount of lA and RB p o t t e r y was recovered from these 
s i t e s , as the present w r i t e r ' s analysis of Waugh's 
r e s u l t s shews (Table 3.1. See f o l l o w i n g page): 

The time of year at which walking took place i s not 
s p e c i f i e d , though the land i s described as "ploughed"; 
personal experience suggests that the land was 
unweathered and may not have been harrowed, f a c t o r s 
which g r e a t l y enhance the recovery of a r t e f a c t s from 
the p l o u g h s o i l . Secondly, a l l areas were linewalked 
( l i n e s not sub-divided) and the l i n e s used do not 
always seem to have been oriented i n the best i n t e r e s t s 
of s p a t i a l a n a l y s i s , as may be seen below. F i n a l l y , 
almost no evaluation of the r e s u l t s i s attempted and, 
although Waugh's Area p l o t s shew the p o s i t i o n and 
d i r e c t i o n of the l i n e s used, the l a t t e r are not 
numbered and can not be r e l a t e d to the l i n e numbers 
used i n her "Results" t a b l e s . I n the case of Areas 1 
and 3, only small p o r t i o n s of which were walked, the 
net r e s u l t i s t h a t l i t t l e more can be said than that lA 
( _ i . ^ . handmade and c a l c i t e - g r i t t e d ) and RB wares 
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TABLE 3.1. BISHOP BURTON. Recovery r a t e of p o t t e r y by 
chronological period and fiel d - w a l k e d area. 

AREA NO. Total lA RB 
sherds no % no. % 

1 116 6 5.2 10 8.6 
2 191 2 1.0 42 22.0 
3 55 4 7.3 4 7.3 
4 32 5 15.6 3 9.4 

AREA NO. Total Med. P/med. Mod. 
sherds no. % no. % no. % 

1 116 3 2.6 82 70.7 15 12. 9 
2 191 7 3.7 73 38.2 67 35. 1 
3 55 4 7.3 36 65.5 7 12. 7 
4 32 0 0 15 46.9 9 28. 1 

(described as "grey" or "orange-grey") were found. No 
c r i t i c i s m of Waugh's work i s intended i n saying that i f 
f i e l d w a l k i n g i s to make a c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
understanding of such s i t e s then i t i s e s s e n t i a l , 
e s p e c i a l l y i f they are going to be characterised by 
lo w - y i e l d a r t e f a c t recovery, that r e t r i e v a l takes place 
using a closely-spaced g r i d i n the i n t e r e s t s of both 
chronological and f u n c t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

I n the case of Area 4 (the road) s i x l i n e s of £.150m i n 
le n g t h , and only 5m apart, were l a i d out p a r a l l e l w i t h 
the road and w i t h the road at t h e i r centre; the small 
amount of lA and RB m a t e r i a l recovered came from the 
two l i n e s coincident w i t h the edges of the road and i s 
of almost no e v i d e n t i a l value, whereas f o r the same 
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expenditure of e f f o r t more widely spaced l i n e s could 
have been l a i d at r i g h t angles to the road and there 
would have been the p o s s i b i l i t y of observing 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l or f u n c t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s r e l a t i n g to a 
depth of some 70m e i t h e r side of i t s course. 

Only i n the case of Area 2 i s i t possible to make some 
worthwhile analysis of the r e s u l t s which Waugh presents 
(see f i g . 3.4). The area contains a rectangular 
double-ditched enclosure £.80m x 60m which l i e s c.40ra 
away from the Roman road and which i s l i n k e d w i t h Area 
3 by a trackway shewing f a i n t traces of f i e l d - d i t c h e s 
along i t s l e n g t h . I t i s possible t h a t a feature of 
these dimensions represents a simple r e c t i l i n e a r 
farmstead of the k i n d t h a t i s known to have developed 
elsewhere i n t o v i l l a establishments, as at Welton Wold 
( t h i s s e ction below) and Langton (Raram 1978, 7 1 f f . ) 
Although there are no traces of i n t e r n a l s tructures 
v i s i b l e on the APs the f i e l d walked area w i t h i n which 
the f e a t u r e l i e s was the only one i n v e s t i g a t e d which 
y i e l d e d Roman p o t t e r y i n any q u a n t i t y (Table 3,1) and 
was also d i f f e r e n t i a t e d from other Areas by i t s almost 
complete lack of lA m a t e r i a l and by the nature of the 
Roman p o t t e r y and other m a t e r i a l recovered, which 
included the only samian and amphora sherds found 
du r i n g the p r o j e c t , as w e l l as fragments of hypocaust 
b o x - t i l e and painted w a l l - p l a s t e r . 

A l l the samian ware was of East Gaulish manufacture 
w i t h a production date-range of £. A.D. 120-260, but 
gener a l l y of the l a t e r second or t h i r d century as an 
import i n t o B r i t a i n ; the f a b r i c of the amphora sherd i s 
not described, but i s said to be of b u f f colour w i t h 
p i n k i s h surface, and i s t e n t a t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d as 
d e r i v i n g from an amphora of "Rhodlan" type (Peacock and 
Williams 1986, Class 9 ) . This class of vessel was 
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widely traded during the period from the l a t e f i r s t 
century B.C. to the very e a r l y second century A.D., but 
i s most f r e q u e n t l y found on m i d - f i r s t - c e n t u r y s i t e s i n 
B r i t a i n (Peacock 1971, 167). I t s p r i n c i p a l contents 
were wine, though not necessarily of Rhodian vintage. 
I f the date-range of the greywares from Area 2 i s 
s i m i l a r to t h a t of the East Gaulish samian then i t may 
be t h a t t h i s sherd i s to be l i n k e d , c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , 
w i t h the small amount of lA p o t t e r y from the f i e l d . I f 
the sherd were "Rhodian" (and Dr M i l l e t t t e l l s me he 
doubts t h i s , so a p e t r o l o g i c a l confirmation or 
otherwise would be valuable) then i t might be evidence 
of trade/exchange l i n k s w i t h the Mediterrenean world 
before or i n the generation a f t e r the Roman conquest 
of the n o r t h . Rigby has r e c e n t l y (1988) discussed a 
Dressel 1 (probably IB) amphora handle from the v i l l a 
s i t e at Beadlam, North Yorkshire, i n s i m i l a r terras. 
Our knowledge of t h i s class of traded commodity i n the 
region might be valuably increased, and cost-
e f f e c t i v e l y , by f u r t h e r f i e l d - w a l k i n g . At present, the 
vast m a j o r i t y of amphora sherds from both North Cave 
and Wetwang belong t o globular (Dressel 20) o l i v e - o i l 
forms ( i n f o . Val Rigby). 

A l l these f i n d s , as w e l l as the m a j o r i t y of the r e s t of 
the Roman p o t t e r y , come from Waugh's " l i n e s 8-14". I t 
w i l l be seen from f i g . 3.4 t h a t Waugh's l i n e a t i o n does 
not allow us to be c e r t a i n that the f i n d s derive from 
the p l o u g h s o i l above the r e c t i l i n e a r f e a t u r e , though i t 
does seem l i k e l y i n view of the f a c t that over 75% of 
the b u i l d i n g l i e s beneath these l i n e s i f numbering i s 
taken as beginning i n the south. Once again, the need 
f o r c l o s e l y s t r u c t u r e d r e t r i e v a l procedures i s evident. 
Given the present data, one can do no more than suggest 
the strong p o s s i b i l i t y of the presence i n Area 2 of a 
v i l l a - t y p e establishment, though not necessarily that 
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to which the afore-mentioned mosaics belonged, which 
l o c a l t r a d i t i o n i s i n c l i n e d to place elsewhere i n the 
p a r i s h . 

I t i s hoped tha t t h i s b r i e f examination of Waugh's work 
w i l l serve to i n d i c a t e the scope f o r f i e l d w a l k i n g as a 
basis f o r f u r t h e r work on these AP s i t e s on the western 
edge of the Wolds. 

The m a j o r i t y of s i t e s i n the category under discussion, 
i . e . API s i t e s of "lA and/or RB" date on the chalk 
edge, l i e i n the northern h a l f of the study area. 
South of n o r t h i n g SE/TA 36 there are only three s i t e s 
of t h i s category (G.122, 137, 141), i n a d d i t i o n to 
Welton Wold (G.184) which i s known both from a e r i a l 
photographs and excavation. There i s , i n a d d i t i o n , a 
handful of s i t e s graded AP2 which are s i t u a t e d i n 
s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n s and which f i e l d - w o r k may shew to be 
of lA/RB date. There i s no obvious explanation f o r 
t h i s r e l a t i v e s c a r c i t y of API s i t e s i n the south of 
the area; i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t i t can be accounted 
f o r i n terms of d i f f e r e n t i a l f l y i n g or geological 
c o n s t r a i n t s upon AP survey, so i t i s at le a s t possible 
t h a t settlement frequency was a c t u a l l y lower at the 
southern t i p of the Wolds at the beginning of the Roman 
period. We have already seen ( s e c t i o n 2.3.1 and f i g . 
2.4) th a t I r o n Age settlement i n the south of the chalk 
i s d i f f i c u l t to detect, and th a t there are grounds f o r 
questioning whether the south-west of the study area 
should be regarded as f a l l i n g w i t h i n the " t e r r i t o r y " of 
the Arras b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n . I t has perhaps been too 
easy to t h i n k of the Humber as a p o l i t i c a l boundary 
between the " t e r r i t o r i e s " of the P a r i s i and 
C o r i e l t a u v i ; should an area £. 10 kms deep on the north 
bank of the Humber prove, a f t e r f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k , to 
be characterised by a lower settlement density, as w e l l 
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as the use of LPRIA a r t e f a c t s and the absence of a 
square barrow b u r i a l r i t e then there would be grounds 
f o r at l e a s t considering whether or not t h i s estuarine 
s t r i p d i d not form part of Co r i e l t a u v i a n rather than 
Parisian " t e r r i t o r y " , or possibly a " b u f f e r " zone 
between the two. (The use of LPRIA p o t t e r y could, of 
course, simply r e f l e c t a process of a c c u l t u r a t i o n from 
the south i n a l i m i t e d area of Parisian t e r r i t o r y ) . 

Much valuable i n f o r m a t i o n on the economy of one chalk-
edge settlement during the Roman period w i l l become 
a v a i l a b l e when Rodney Mackey's excavations at Welton 
Wold (G.184) are published. This complex of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l and settlement features covering some 8.5 
ha. was i n v e s t i g a t e d by excavation and a e r i a l 
photography between 1971 and 1976, i n advance of chalk 
qu a r r y i n g . I t l i e s w i t h i n one km of the southernmost 
edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, less than three kms due 
no r t h of the pre-Conquest foreshore s i t e at R e d c l i f f , 
North F e r r i b y , and only three kms north-east of 
Brough/Petuarla. 

B r i e f annual excavation reports are av a i l a b l e i n the 
"Roman B r i t a i n i n 197-" sections of B r i t a n n i a (1972-
1977), and the s i t e has received i n t e r e s t e d , i f 
necessarily b r i e f , a t t e n t i o n i n various regional 
surveys and a r t i c l e s (e.£. Ramm 1978, 100; Branigan 
1980, 22, 25; Dent 1983b, 42); more d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n on some s p e c i f i c aspects of the a g r i c u l t u r e 
p r a c t i s e d on the farm can be found i n Morris 1979 
(passim). A skeleton o u t l i n e of the s i t e ' s 
development, as i t can be gleaned from these sources, 
i s presented below and i n t e g r a t e d w i t h an assessment of 
i t s p o t e n t i a l value f o r the study of r u r a l settlement 
and economy i n the study area. 
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The s i t e was occupied from some po i n t i n the I r o n Age 
u n t i l the end of the Roman period. A small five-roomed 
c o r r i d o r house constructed around A.D. 100 lay i n the 
centre of the west side of a ditched compound 60m 
square and there was a round-house 11m i n diameter 
adjacent to i t . The compound was the d i r e c t successor 
to an adjacent I r o n Age sub-rectangular enclosure of c. 
30m side on the same alignment, and which i t s e l f may 
have contained a round-house evident during excavation 
as an eroded hollow. The round-house i n the v i l l a 
enclosure i s e q u i d i s t a n t between the end w a l l of the 
v i l l a and the corner of the new enclosure, and i t s 
diameter i s the same as the width of the v i l l a . I t s 
co n s t r u c t i o n i s r a t h e r more elaborate than other round
houses i n the region, f o r i t has four p a i r s of posts 
arranged t o form a cross i n the centre, and an outer 
c o n s t r u c t i o n trench containing a f u r t h e r r i n g of posts. 
The entrance was to the south. The excavator 
i n t e r p r e t s t h i s s t r u c t u r e as a b u i l d i n g planned at the 
same time as the c o r r i d o r house, perhaps to house a 
labour force during i t s co n s t r u c t i o n , and possibly 
remaining i n use during the e a r l y l i f e of the v i l l a . 
(The above paragraph i s based on personal communication 
from R. Mackey, 1990). 

The v i l l a house i t s e l f i s considered to have remained 
i n use, and unchanged i n plan, u n t i l i t s demolition i n 
c. A.D.340. Ramm (1978, 100), f o l l o w s the excavator i n 
considering t h a t , since the s i t e continued to be 
occupied u n t i l at l e a s t the end of the f o u r t h century, 
there must have been another house, as yet 
undiscovered, on the farm. ( B r i t a n n i a IV, 1973, 281; 
V, 1974, 414). I t ought to be said that t h i s i s a 
large assumption f o r which there appears to be no 
d i r e c t evidence yet published, and one can c e r t a i n l y 
imagine a v a r i e t y of scenarios i n which the "estate" 
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could continue to be farmed without the need f o r a 
c e n t r a l v i l l a house. 

The c o r r i d o r house may not have been the only stone 
b u i l d i n g on the farm i n i t s e a r l i e s t years. Traces of 
another were associated w i t h two large enclosures to 
the n o r t h l a i d out i n the e a r l y second century. 
Unfortunately, i t s remains were too damaged f o r i t s 
plan to be recovered or i t s purpose recognised 
( B r i t a n n i a V I , 1975, 237). The associated enclosures 
were demarcated by shallow ditches which may have been 
hedge-bedding trenches. Without d e t a i l e d evidence i t 
i s impossible to decide the f u n c t i o n of these p u t a t i v e 
hedges, but they may have served to protect crop-
growing areas from both wind and trespassing l i v e s t o c k . 
The enclosures e v i d e n t l y continued i n t h i s form f o r 
over a century a f t e r the b u i l d i n g of the c o r r i d o r house 
to the south, since i t was not u n t i l the e a r l i e r t h i r d 
century t h a t they were provided w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l banks 
and d i t c h e s , presumably connected w i t h a change i n 
enclosure f u n c t i o n , and also animal-related, since the 
excavator notes trampled areas w i t h i n the enclosures 
which he i n t e r p r e t s as marking the p o s i t i o n of 
" s h e l t e r s , mangers, or other temporary i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
f o r pastured animals" ( B r i t a n n i a V I , 1975, 237). 
Morris r e f e r s to these enclosures as being s u i t a b l e f o r 
c a t t l e or horses and considers the trampled areas as 
marking "mangers or temporary s h e l t e r s such as hay 
racks or wind s h i e l d s " (Morris 1979, 45-46). 

I t i s i n the e a r l i e r t h i r d century, also, that other 
signs of a major r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n of the farm have been 
detected; the deep (30m) w e l l i n the south-east corner 
of the v i l l a enclosure had already been d e l i b e r a t e l y 
b a c k f i l l e d w i t h refuse and dead l i v e s t o c k by t h i s 
p e r i o d , and the ditched enclosure surrounding the 
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c o r r i d o r house was now suppressed and a new d i t c h dug 
to enclose both the house and the a g r i c u l t u r a l complex 
to i t s south-west. This may be the same as a long 
double d i t c h which i s said, i n the re p o r t of the f i r s t 
season's work ( B r i t a n n i a I I I , 1972, 311) to have 
enclosed the whole 8.5 ha . s i t e and to have been traced 
f o r 1.6 km of i t s length without t u r n i n g . Branigan 
(1980, 25) i s r i g h t i n saying that t h i s r e 
org a n i z a t i o n "might" be r e l a t e d to " s i g n i f i c a n t changes 
i n the p a t t e r n of a g r i c u l t u r e , but u n t i l f u l l d e t a i l s 
of the enclosures and t h e i r sequence are ava i l a b l e we 
can only speculate ..."; but we should bear i n mind 
th a t the i m p l i c a t i o n s of the re-organisation are not 
necessa r i l y a g r i c u l t u r a l . I f they are, one would l i k e 
t o know, f o r example, whether the changes i n 
enclosures represent simply a re-arrangement of 
f u n c t i o n a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d areas w i t h i n the farming 
u n i t (and, i f so, why) or whether there may have been a 
s i g n i f i c a n t change i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e , w i t h 
increased emphasis, say, on s t o c k - r a i s i n g at the 
expense of crop-growing. I t seems puzzling, i n t h i s 
respect, t h a t Branigan seems to suggest that an 
increased emphasis on crop, s p e c i f i c a l l y cereal, 
production, perhaps t o provide g r a i n f o r the Pennine 
garri s o n s , i s suggested by these e a r l y t h i r d - c e n t u r y 
changes (Branigan 1980, 25). The whole premiss of 
increased array demand as a stimulus to major changes i n 
supply has, moreover, r e c e n t l y been challenged by 
M i l l e t t , who ca l c u l a t e s t h a t a crop surplus equal to 
the e n t i r e g r a i n equivalent of annual army expenditure 
could have been produced on an area of land as small as 
108 kms square and tha t the economic impact of the army 
i n B r i t a i n "need only have been comparatively small, 
and c e r t a i n l y not the stimulus or burden that i t i s 
o f t e n taken to be" ( M i l l e t t 1984, 68). Again, one 
would l i k e to know i f the enclosure changes and the 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n of the major ditched "boundary" were 
c l o s e l y contemporary, since taken together they might 
at l e a s t suggest a change i n ownership. U n t i l the data 
are published these remain t a n t a l i s i n g questions, and 
i t i s probably safest to conclude, w i t h Dent (1983b, 
42), that the farm economy was mixed throughout the 
period and that the pastoral/arable r a t i o probably 
f l u c t u a t e d . 

This northern area of the farm seems to have seen a 
v a r i e t y of uses during the period. A drove-road w i t h 
f l a n k i n g enclosures ended here i n a funnel-shaped 
system of ditches which may have been r e l a t e d to stock-
c o n t r o l ; some of the t o t a l of nineteen "corn-driers" 
excavated on the farm were located here; two timber 
b u i l d i n g s are said to have been i n use as dwellings 
during the second and e a r l y t h i r d centuries; and there 
was evidence of the quarrying of large blocks of chalk. 
F i n a l l y , there was an absolutely square enclosure of jc. 
20m side i n the north-eastern corner of the s i t e which 
the excavator has suggested (pers. comm) may be a 
temple compound. 

I t would be i n t e r e s t i n g to know which of these 
a c t i v i t i e s were contemporaneous. The excavator records 
t h a t f o u r t h - c e n t u r y f i n d s were not i c e a b l y absent from 
the northern part of the farm and postulates that t h i s 
might i n d i c a t e "shrinkage" at t h i s period; "corn-
d r i e r s " , enclosures, and "dwellings" found i n the 
eastern area of the farm are, however, dated from the 
m i d - t h i r d to the mid-fourth century and may i n d i c a t e , 
r a t h e r , a s h i f t i n the focus of a c t i v i t y on the estate 
away from i t s e a r l i e r centre. Both northern and 
eastern areas are, moreover, stated to have contained 
sunken-floored s t r u c t u r e s (apparently of a v a r i e t y of 
f u n c t i o n s ) i n use i n the period £. A.D. 250-350, so the 
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term "shrinkage" may be ina p p r o p r i a t e . Without 
evidence f o r the a l t e r a t i o n of t e n u r i a l boundaries i t 
i s d i f f i c u l t to know what t h i s might mean. Anything 
which pointed to a diminution of economic a c t i v i t y 
w i t h i n the farm boundaries i n the f o u r t h century would 
c e r t a i n l y be of great i n t e r e s t and need examination, 
though i t i s d o u b t f u l whether one would be able to do 
more than suggest a range of environmental and socio
economic f a c t o r s which might r e s u l t i n an under-
u t i l i s a t i o n of the estate, ê .̂ . land exhaustion, 
depressed "markets", u n a v a i l a b i l i t y of labour, or 
even, i t has to be said, f l u c t u a t i o n i n the 
personal/family f o r t u n e of the owners. Hard evidence 
f o r the oft-supposed reduction i n status of Brough at 
t h i s p e r i o d (Ramm 1978, 124 - 125) i s lack i n g and a 
l i n k between the fortunes of the town and the v i l l a can 
not, t h e r e f o r e , yet be posited. 

I t should be c l e a r , even from t h i s b r i e f account based 
on i n t e r i m excavation r e p o r t s , t h a t the s i t e ' s eventual 
p u b l i c a t i o n i n d e t a i l should provide an immensely 
valuable p i c t u r e of the development of a chalk-edge 
v i l l a estate during the Roman period. Data r e l a t i n g to 
i t s dwellings and a g r i c u l t u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l 
s t r u c t u r e s (some already a v a i l a b l e i n Morris 1979) 
should, when, examined alongside environmental and 
a r t e f a c t u a l evidence, enable such matters as changes i n 
the s i t e ' s economy, i t s place i n the r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
system and the status of i t s labour force to be 
assessed. I n the context of the present discussion, 
however, i t i s most important to ask how f a r i t w i l l be 
of value i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the other chalk-edge s i t e s 
w i t h i n the study area, f o r there are several 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t i t s development may not have been 
t y p i c a l ; indeed, most of the l i t t l e published 
discussion of the s i t e stresses i t s unusual elements. 
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That i t developed from I r o n Age beginnings i n t o a f u l l y 
Romanised f a r m / v i l l a , of course, places i t i n a 
m i n o r i t y category to s t a r t w i t h , but there are f a c t o r s 
which make i t unusual even when compared w i t h other 
Pa r i s i a n v i l l a s . The most obvious of these i s the 
e a r l y date at which the farm was provided w i t h a 
Romanised house. I n the present state of knowledge, 
Welton Wold must rank as one of the e a r l i e s t v i l l a 
foundations i n Parisian t e r r i t o r y and i t s c o r r i d o r 
house c e r t a i n l y antedates other examples of t h i s type 
of b u i l d i n g i n the area by some two centurie s , though 
the 60m ditched compound i n which i t i s set i s 
reminiscent of the e a r l y farms at Langton and Rudston 
(Ramm 1978, 100). The other c o r r i d o r houses i n East 
Yorkshire are a l l of fourth-century date (£.^. Langton, 
Beadlam, Brantingham). Ramm points out (1978, 92) that 
the c o r r i d o r house seems to have been the norm i n t h i s 
c i v i t a s , though i t should be borne i n mind that such 
judgements are based on the plans of only seven 
P a r i s i a n v i l l a s , out of the twenty-two l i s t e d by 
Branigan (1980, 19, f i g . 3.1). Dent (1983b, 42) 
remarks t h a t the v i l l a may have owed i t s earl y 
p r o s p e r i t y to i t s closeness to Petuaria "where a town 
was developing at t h i s time", and Ramm takes the 
existence of the v i l l a as supporting h i s view that the 
P a r i s i were organised i n t o a c i v i t a s sometime between 
c. AD 125 and AD 144, i.e. he implies that a v i l l a at 
t h i s period might most reasonably be expected i n an 
area w i t h a c o n s t i t u t e d c i v i l i a n government. Branigan 
(1980, 22-23) classes i t as one of a group of h a l f a 
dozen v i l l a s i n the north-east where ownership by 
members of the n a t i v e a r i s t o c r a c y might reasonably be 
i n f e r r e d from the evidence of c o n t i n u i t y from I r o n Age 
establishments, though he f i n d s i t unusual w i t h i n t h i s 
group i n being i n close p r o x i m i t y to a t r i b a l c a p i t a l . 
(Since he wrote, however, Dent has suggested c o n t i n u i t y 
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of occupation on the Brantingham v i l l a s i t e , close to 
Petuaria, where f i r s t - c e n t u r y ditches contained wheel-
thrown and cordoned p o t t e r y of Aylesford-Swarling type 
which might p o s s i b l y be considered as i n d i c a t i n g the 
high status of i t s owners - Dent 1988, 98). 

Morris (1979, 19), on the other hand, thinks that v i l l a 
development at Welton might have been stimulated by 
m i l i t a r y occupation at Brough, though she does not 
o f f e r any model to explain how such a stimulus might 
have operated. Again, i t i s unclear how t h i s can have 
been the case i f Mackey's date of c. A.D. 100 f o r the 
co n s t r u c t i o n of the corridor-house i s accepted, f o r 
Petuaria i s conventionally held t o have been without a 
ga r r i s o n between £. A.D. 80 and 125, f u n c t i o n i n g only 
as a stores depot (Wacher 1969, 3 ) . U n t i l the dating 
evidence i s published, and, indeed, u n t i l current r e 
appraisals of the development of Petuaria are 
completed, t h i s k i n d of question i s going to be 
impossible to resolve. Morris almost seems to imply 
t h a t Welton may have been under some kind of o f f i c i a l 
c o n t r o l , since she discusses i t s possible l i n k w i t h 
m i l i t a r y occupation at Brough i n the context of the 
dryi n g and t r a n s p o r t of g r a i n f o r m i l i t a r y use, and 
alongside what she considers to be a possibly 
m i l i t a r y - r u n supply farm at Harableden, which, she 
admits, i s " f a r from centres of m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y " . 
There would appear to be no convincing examples, i n 
f a c t , of such farms c o n t r o l l e d by the m i l i t a r y f o r 
t h e i r own l o c a l supply purposes (pers. comm, Dr M. 
M i l l e t t ) and once again the Roman army would seem to 
be a spectre improperly summoned from the shades. Her 
statement t h a t "the s i m p l i c i t y of the house argues 
against a normal v i l l a " (1979, 19) i s also surely open 
to question, since i n plan i t i s only d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 
from other Parisian c o r r i d o r houses by i t s s l i g h t l y 
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smaller s i z e . I t i s t r u e , however, that i t shews none 
of the e l a b o r a t i o n of b u i l d i n g s , or the p r o v i s i o n of 
mosaics i n the f o u r t h - c e n t u r y , which might have been 
expected i n a v i l l a which had been successfully and 
continuously farmed by one or more resident f a m i l i e s 
f o r over two c e n t u r i e s . F i n a l l y , her suggestion that 
the "summary disposal of bodies" on the s i t e might 
p o i n t to low-status occupants such as convicts or 
slaves i s l i t t l e more than an unsupported contention 
coloured by modern and culture-bound notions of what 
c o n s t i t u t e s "summary", as opposed to "proper", b u r i a l , 
and would need d e t a i l e d examination i n the l i g h t of 
evidence f o r mortuary p r a c t i c e on a wide v a r i e t y of 
r u r a l s i t e s before i t could be accepted. However t h i s 
may be, i t w i l l c e r t a i n l y be important to t r y to 
determine the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the labour force 
necessary to construct and maintain such great lengths 
of boundary d i t c h , or a w e l l £.30m i n depth, f o r 
example, and the estate's owner. I f the farm i s to be 
regarded as developing out of a r i s t o c r a t i c ownership 
then i t may be t h a t the a b i l i t y to command the 
necessary labour o r i g i n a t e d i n patterns of s o c i a l 
o b l i g a t i o n which pre-date the conquest. 

I t w i l l be seen, then, that our knowledge of r u r a l 
settlement on the eastern edge of the chalk Wolds f o r 
some 20 kms n o r t h of the Humber consists of an AP-
derived d i s t r i b u t i o n map, supplemented by l i m i t e d 
f i e l d w a l k i n g data f o r a s i n g l e s i t e , and the 
unpublished excavation of a v i l l a which may be of 
r e s t r i c t e d value i n i n t e r p r e t i n g other r u r a l 
settlements of the period. 

Moving eastwards onto the g l a c i a l t i l l and gravels, 
much of the evidence f o r Romano-British settlement has, 
u n t i l r e c e n t l y , consisted of surface f i n d s of small 
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amounts of m a t e r i a l and the chance excavation of 
feat u r e s . This i s i n d i r e c t contrast to the edge of 
the chalk, where a r t e f a c t u a l evidence i s at a minimum, 
and a e r i a l photography has provided the bulk of the 
data. API s i t e s of lA and/or RB date on the clay, of 
which there are only four ( G . l , 2, 169, 170), a l l l i e 
n o r t h of n o r t h i n g TA/SE 37. Two of the s i t e s mentioned 
(G.l and 2) are on the mediaeval common pasture of 
Beverley Westwood, and the f a c t t h a t they have possibly 
not been ploughed since the Roman period may have 
helped t o preserve them i n a form s u i t a b l e f o r a e r i a l 
photography. Elsewhere on the clay, i t i s easy to 
propose the combination of f a c t o r s which has re s u l t e d 
i n a dearth of photographic evidence; these have been 
discussed i n sec t i o n 1.4.3, and i t i s only necessary 
here t o stress t h a t much of the area south of northing 
33 i s now occupied by Hul l ' s western suburbs i n the 
clayland p a r i s h of Haltemprice. That there are 
important s i t e s on the clay which have not been 
revealed by a e r i a l reconnaissance has been demonstrated 
by the author's f i e l d w o r k at Fishpond Wood, Risby 
(G.139) and, east of the r i v e r , at High Eske Farm 
(G.161), both of which s i t e s are discussed i n t h i s 
chapter below. 

The only area west of the r i v e r where a e r i a l 
photography has been as rev e a l i n g as on the chalk i s 
the Woodmansey/Cottingham gravel spread. Three API 
a g r i c u l t u r a l complexes (G.190, 191, and 146) occur on 
the northern h a l f of t h i s gravel " i s l a n d " , w i t h a 
f o u r t h (G.194) occupying the i n t e r f a c e between gravel 
and d r i f t . A e r i a l photographs of these s i t e s have not 
yet been p l o t t e d by the NMR, and i t i s important to 
stress here t h a t they are extremely extensive and 
interconnected, the northern h a l f of these gravels 
appearing to represent as i n t e g r a t e d an a g r i c u l t u r a l 
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landscape as tha t on Bishop Burton Wold already-
discussed. AP2 s i t e s (G.189, 193, 195) probably form 
p a r t of t h i s complex; G.145 (Burn Park Farm) has been 
f i e l d w a l k e d by the author, and although i t l i e s at the 
end of a gravel tongue approaching the main " i s l a n d " 
from the south-west, data from i t may be expected to be 
of relevance i n i n t e r p r e t i n g these other gravel s i t e s 
(see discussion below, section 3.2.2.2). 

The only d a t i n g evidence r e l a t i n g to these gravels i s 
provided by the s t r a y f i n d of a s i l v e r denarius of 
Septimius Severus (G.196), which, however, i s not 
cl o s e l y provenanced. [See however, G.213]. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t the southern part of the 
main gravel spread has no s i t e s revealed by a e r i a l 
reconnaissance, a f a c t which probably has to do w i t h 
present land-use i n the south of the " i s l a n d " , where 
market gardens, glasshouses and allotments are 
concentrated to the north of the large v i l l a g e of 
Cottingham; the recent chance excavation of t h i r d - and 
fou r t h - c e n t u r y greywares near Cottingham parish church 
(G.55), as w e l l as other occasional f i n d s from the 
v i l l a g e (G.58, G.216), suggests th a t settlement may 
have been more evenly d i s t r i b u t e d over the whole gravel 
spread. The value of a d e t a i l e d database i n enabling 
t h i s to be posited i s s e l f - e v i d e n t . 

The dangers i n assuming that the a e r i a l photographic 
evidence west of the r i v e r i n d i c a t e s a preference f o r 
f r e e r - d r a i n i n g chalk and gravels during the I r o n Age 
and Roman periods have already been discussed (sec t i o n 
1.4.3); before l e a v i n g t h i s b r i e f discussion of the 
Woodmansey s i t e s i t i s worth n o t i n g that the gravel 
spreads i n the study area are f a r from homogeneous i n 
nature, t h a t the gravel component i n some of the 
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g l a c i a l t i l l can be extremely high, and, indeed, that 
the presence of gravel does not necessarily i n d i c a t e 
b e t t e r - d r a i n e d land: Varley (1975, 13-14), f o r example, 
po i n t s out t h a t when (as at Woodhall Manor, north of 
Beverley) gravels and sands occur at about the l e v e l of 
the r e g i o n a l water table they are capable of a c t i n g as 
underground r e s e r v o i r s which, at times of prolonged 
r a i n f a l l , can give r i s e to severe f l o o d i n g . Although 
i t i s probably t r u e i n broad terms th a t the Woodmansey 
gravels are b e t t e r drained than the surrounding area of 
d r i f t i t w i l l be important i n f u t u r e fieldwork to 
r e l a t e i n d i v i d u a l s i t e s to d e t a i l e d studies of t h e i r 
g e o l o g i c a l s e t t i n g s . 

F i n a l l y , i t must be observed that t h i s gravel spread 
seems to have been environmentally a t t r a c t i v e during 
both the N e o l i t h i c and Later Bronze Ages ( f i g . 3.6). 
I n a d d i t i o n to the H a l l Ings group of " tu m u l i " 
(Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 29), which includes at least 
one d e f i n i t e round barrow, and one of which l i e s 
w i t h i n API s i t e G.146, there are four gold bracelets 
from "Cottingham" (Loughlin and M i l l e r 1979, 29; 
Chains and Harding 1975, 29) which suggest the 
presence of high-status i n d i v i d u a l s i n the area i n the 
ei g h t h to seventh centuries B.C., while i t s a t t r a c t i o n 
to N e o l i t h i c populations i s evidenced by the group of 
stone axes found near Northmoor Farm (TA 052349; OS 
1:25000 sheet TA 03, 1953 e d i t i o n ) i n 1926, and a 
h i g h l y polished f l i n t d i s c o i d a l k n i f e discovered during 
the author's f i e l d w o r k on White H a l l Farm (TA 038372 -
to be deposited i n H u l l Museum). 

Before moving on to consider the s i t e s at Fishpond 
Wood, Risby, and Burn Park Farm, i t w i l l be convenient 
to discuss the evidence of m a t e r i a l f i n d s and chance 
excavations on the clays and gravels west of the r i v e r . 
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I t w i l l be seen from f i g . 3.1 (which p l o t s mainly 
those f i n d s f o r which a precise provenance i s 
a v a i l a b l e ) t h a t there are two main areas of find-spots 
on the cla y , one t o the no r t h of the Woodmansey gravel 
spread, and the other on the clay south of northing TA 
32. Both groups co-incide w i t h b u i l t - u p areas, the 
northern one c o n s i s t i n g of f i n d s from the town of 
Beverley, and the southern one occurring i n the 
suburban v i l l a g e s of Halteraprice, west of H u l l , v i z . 
W i l l e r b y , K i r k E l l a , Anlaby and Hessle. Both groups 
r e s u l t l a r g e l y from various kinds of earth-penetrating 
operations i n densely populated areas i n modern times, 
and the r e s u l t i n g data-sets are s i m i l a r to that 
produced by s i m i l a r causes i n H u l l ( s e c t i o n 3.3.3, 
below). I t suggests that the absence of find-spots i n 
the r u r a l areas of the clay probably r e f l e c t s i t s 
present-day low population density rather than an 
o r i g i n a l absence of settlement. There are important 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n the two main groups of m a t e r i a l , which 
are discussed separately below. 

Most of the Beverley group of m a t e r i a l has been found 
during Humberside Archaeology Unit excavation of 
mediaeval s i t e s i n the town since the mid-1970s (G.5, 
7, 9, 10, 198); most of these excavations have produced 
small amounts of RB p o t t e r y , glass, coins and b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , suggesting th a t nineteenth-century records 
( f o r the most pa r t of rat h e r poor q u a l i t y ) of f i n d s i n 
and around the town are to be t r u s t e d (G.4, 6, and 
e s p e c i a l l y 11). Only three f i n d s (G.8, 13, 14) are by 
"members of the p u b l i c " i n recent years, and each of 
these i s of l i m i t e d value i n terms of information: G.13 
i s a Greek p r o v i n c i a l coin issue which caution suggests 
i t may be safest to regard as a "souvenir l o s s " . (The 
debate t h a t a r i s e s whenever Eastern coins are found i n 
t h i s country i s w e l l exemplified by C o l l i s 1975 and 
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Biddle 1975). There are problems of provenance 
a t t a c h i n g to both G.8 and 14 (see Gazetteer f o r 
d e t a i l s ) . The general nature of the m a t e r i a l from the 
archaeological excavations i s i n d i c a t e d above, and 
s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s are recorded i n the Gazetteer. 

The name Beverley i s held to mean "beaver stream" 
(Ekwall 1960, 40) and t h i s , together w i t h the f a c t s 
t h a t excavations i n the town's h i s t o r i c centre, 
focussed around the Minster, have nowhere revealed 
occupation e a r l i e r than the eighth century A.D., and 
that an impermeable boulder-clay subsoil underlies most 
of the town (Armstrong 1985, 3 ) , suggests that the area 
may have been a wooded swamp i n the Roman period, as, 
presumably, the mid-Saxon. The only RB feature to be 
encountered i n these excavations was at Wylies Road 
(G.5) at the northern end of the town, where a d i t c h 
c o n t a i n i n g second- to fourth-century greywares (not 
t h i r d - to f o u r t h - , as suggested by Armstrong 1985 and 
Humberside Archaeology Unit 1985) was found cut i n t o a 
n a t u r a l w ell-drained chalk-gravel horizon r e l a t i v e l y 
close to the surface. I t i s probable (Armstrong and 
Didsbury 1990) that a l l the Roman ma t e r i a l found i n the 
south of the town was imported i n the mediaeval period 
along w i t h b u i l d i n g materials from the surrounding 
neighbourhood, some of i t perhaps from areas of RB 
settlement on Beverley Westwood to the north and west 
(G.l and 2 ) , an area where mediaeval quarrying i s known 
to have taken place ( M i l l e r e t . a l . 1982, 30a). At 
Lurk Lane (G.9) Roman b r i c k / t i l e had been used to l i n e 
an i n d u s t r i a l furnace i n the eighth or n i n t h century, 
and one b r i c k had been converted i n t o an ingot-mould. 
The presence of Roman b r i c k and t i l e (Evans 1990) i n 
several of these excavations suggests th a t there may 
have been robbable RB b u i l d i n g s i n the v i c i n i t y w e l l 
i n t o the mediaeval period. I n t e r e s t i n g l y , there would 
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seem to be a bias i n the p o t t e r y f i n d s towards samian 
and other f i n e wares, and t h i s may reveal a s e l e c t i o n 
process on the pa r t of the mediaeval inhab i t a n t s of 
Beverley; a sherd of rubbed-down saraian from Lurk Lane 
inay have been acquired f o r i t s medicinal properties 
(Musty 1983, 171), and a counter of Nene Valley colour-
coated ware could j u s t as e a s i l y have been cut i n the 
mid-Saxon as i n the Roman period. I t i s , of course, 
possible t h a t the f i n e ware bias r e f l e c t s nothing more 
than a d i f f i c u l t y on the p a r t of mediaeval p o t t e r y 
researchers i n d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g RB coarsewares from 
some mediaeval r e g i o n a l greywares, though the author's 
own work on the p o t t e r y from the Eastgate excavations 
(G.IO, Didsbury and Watkins 1990) suggests that t h i s i s 
not the case. 

The Haltemprice group of a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l consists 
f o r the most p a r t of small amounts of p o t t e r y and/or 
coins, though i t also includes a f i r s t - or second-
century A.D. bronze f i g u r i n e of a comic actor, found i n 
W i l l e r b y (G.39). Of the fourteen find-spots under 
discussion, s i x (G.41, 44, 49, 54, 55, 197) r e f l e c t the 
a c t i v i t i e s of l o c a l amateur archaeologists, mainly 
members of the East Riding Archaeological Society; four 
or f i v e were garden f i n d s reported to H u l l Museum by 
members of the p u b l i c (G.39, 42, 45, 50 and ?52); and 
only one r e s u l t s from an archaeological excavation, 
t h a t of a mediaeval moated s i t e at Anlaby (G.53). 

There i s no reason to suspect that the m a j o r i t y of 
these f i n d s does not represent o r i g i n a l settlement i n 
the area of t h e i r discovery. The amount and type of 
m a t e r i a l from Wolfreton Garth, W i l l e r b y (G.47), where a 
small mediaeval hamlet was developed f o r housing i n the 
1960s, s t r o n g l y suggests t h a t drainage trenches had cut 
a Roman d i t c h or s i m i l a r f e a t u r e , and i t i s noticeable 
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t h a t RB m a t e r i a l west of the r i v e r has been found on or 
c l o s e l y adjacent to several mediaeval centres of 
population: i n a d d i t i o n to such present day v i l l a g e s as 
Cottingham (G.55), and Hessle (G.42, 49, 51), m a t e r i a l 
has also been discovered on or close to the deserted 
s i t e s of Wolfreton Garth (G.47); Moat H i l l , Anlaby 
(G.53); Haltemprice P r i o r y (G.54) on the i n t e r f a c e 
between the c l a y and the v a l l e y alluvium; possibly on 
the fourteenth-century moated manor of P i g h i l l , n o rth 
of Beverley (G.4); and close to the DMVs of Risby 
(G.139), Tranby (G.197), and (east of the r i v e r ) Eske 
(G.161, s e c t i o n 3.2.3.2), these l a s t three as a r e s u l t 
of the author's f i e l d w o r k . 

The Haltemprice f i n d s occur i n a parish where the 
v i l l a g e names are almost e n t i r e l y of Scandinavian 
o r i g i n . The only v i l l a g e names i n the area which 
po s s i b l y r e f l e c t e a r l y Anglian settlement are 
Cottlnghara, on the south of the Woodmansey gravels, and 
K i r k E l l a , on the Haltemprice clay. Manby (1980, 64) 
suggests t h a t woodland regeneration on the Wolds i n the 
post-Roman period i s u n l i k e l y , p o i n t i n g to the 
s i g n i f i c a n t absence of the -leah place-name element on 
the chalk and concluding that only Rowley and Hunsley 
parishes give any i n d i c a t i o n of clearance i n the 
Anglian settlement phase. I t i s noteworthy, therefore, 
t h a t -leah names, which are rare i n the East Riding as 
a whole, d_o occur three times towards the south of the 
clay-covered dip slope, at K i r k E l l a (TA 025295), 
Bentley (TA 020360) and Loatleys (TA 053319). That the 
only Anglian v i l l a g e name on the Haltemprice clays 
should contain the -leah element, and t h a t t h i s area 
should also contain one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
concentrations of woodland names, both English and 
Scandinavian, i n the whole of East Yorkshire (Smith 
1937, d i s t r i b u t i o n map "Topographical Names: Woodland") 
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may suggest t h a t the Roman f i n d s under discussion 
r e f l e c t RB settlement on clayland that went out of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l use f o r a s u f f i c i e n t l e ngth of time a f t e r 
the f o u r t h century f o r woodland regeneration to occur 
( f i g . 3.7). 

om Although there are s u f f i c i e n t m a t e r i a l f i n d s f r 
Haltemprice to suggest t h a t the area, l i k e parts of the 
clay to the n o r t h , was s e t t l e d during the Roman period 
(and the p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t the Wolfreton Garth f i n d s 
derived from an e a r t h - f a s t feature should be remembered 
here) they are not enough to allow more than general 
d e s c r i p t i v e observations on the dating of t h i s 
settlement. F i r s t - and second-century f i n d s consist of 
the W i l l e r b y f i g u r i n e (G.39), a s e s t e r t i u s of Hadrian 
from Anlaby (G.50 ) , and a f i r s t - c e n t u r y ceramic lamp 
and Colchester f i b u l a from Hessle (G.49, 51). Mortaria 
from two s i t e s (G.47, 54) may be second-century but 
most of the p o t t e r y , where datable, consists of t h i r d -
and f o u r t h - c e n t u r y wares, the Wolfreton Garth m a t e r i a l 
containing H u n t c l i f f l i d - s e a t e d j a r s , the l a t e s t 
datable ceramic type a v a i l a b l e i n the area. The coins, 
a l s o , are l a r g e l y of the t h i r d and f o u r t h centuries, 
but t h i s i s consistent w i t h the normal p a t t e r n of 
B r i t i s h coin loss (Reece 1972), and the sample i s , 
moreover, too small to make analysis meaningful. A l l 
the coins from the clays and gravels west of the r i v e r 
are l i s t e d f o r convenience i n Table 3.2. ( f o l l o w i n g 
page). 

Finds around the v i l l a g e of Hessle are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g . I n a catalogue of pre-Flavian brooches 
from Yorkshire, Stead (1971, 41, f i g . 8 , no.20) l i s t s a 
Colchester brooch found i n Hessle (G.51) and remarks, 
"no other Romano-British or Early I r o n Age remains are 
known from Hessle, but i t i s only two miles east of 
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TABLE 3.2. Roman coins from clay and gravel areas west 
of the River H u l l . 

G.No. No. of coins Denomination Reigns 

4 
6 
7 
11 
13 
14 
29 
42 

45 
50 
52 
53 
58 
126 

139 
160 
163 
196 
208 
209 
210 
216 

some 

"some" 
1 
1 
1 
7 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

AE; ? 
? 
denarius 

Vespasian; ? 
? 

Sept. Severus 
9 

s e s t e r t i u s (Gk) L.S.Geta 
f o l l i s Constantine I 
AE 3 
? 

f o l l i s 
s e s t e r t i u s 
f o l l i s 
AE 
AE 

Valentinian I 
CI. Gothicus 
Constans 
Valenti n i a n I 
Constantine I 
Hadrian 
uncertain 
Constantine I 
"Constantine" 

"AE3 or f o l l i s " L i c i n i u s I 
(mint of Alexandria) 

see section 3.2.2.1 
denarius 
s e s t e r t i u s 
denarius 
AE 
AR 
denarius 

Sept. Severus 
Gordian I I I 
Sept. Severus 
Magnentius 
Caracalla 
D i o c l e t i a n 

9 

North F e r r i b y " , whence comes another brooch of the same 
type (G.123). Since he wrote, however, a small number 
of f i n d s has been made which suggests that there may 
have been ac t u a l settlement at t h i s p o i n t , where a 
gravel c l i f f s i m i l a r to that at North Ferriby overlooks 
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the Humber, and where there i s a n a t u r a l harbour from 
which a f e r r y crossing to Barton i n Lin c o l n s h i r e was i n 
operation at l e a s t as e a r l y as A.D.1300 ( F i t z Gerald 
1885, 6, 8-9). Seven coins found i n a domestic garden 
i n 1983 (G.42) may represent the remains of a dispersed 
f o u r t h - c e n t u r y coin hoard, the l a t e s t i d e n t i f i a b l e 
issues being two of Va l e n t i n i a n I . Four other t h i r d -
and f o u r t h - c e n t u r y coins, the l a t e s t of Constantine I , 
were found i n 1977 on the foreshore near the mouth of 
the Haven, and a f i r s t - c e n t u r y ceramic picture-lamp was 
excavated from the foreshore bank at t h i s p o i n t by the 
same f i n d e r (G.49). (Their discoverer, Mr L.Barker, i s 
a member o f the East Riding Archaeological Society, and 
i t may be worth recording h i s information that t h i s 
area of the shore was a focus of metal-detector 
a c t i v i t y a t the same period, when the construction of 
the Humber Bridge tower was taki n g place, and that many 
Roman coins are supposed to have been found, though 
none was e v i d e n t l y shewn to H u l l Museums.) 

The existence of a settlement at Hessle would c e r t a i n l y 
make sense i n terms of the s i t e ' s n a t u r a l advantages, 
and i t would be an obvious terminus f o r the road 
Margary 813, the route down the eastern side of the 
Wolds from Malton which Ramm (1978, 52-53, f i g . 1 6 ) 
traces t e n t a t i v e l y as f a r as the Bishop Burton area and 
which he impli e s should continue south towards the 
Humber when he w r i t e s that i t must have had a j u n c t i o n 
w i t h the road (G.148, 186) which leaves the east gate 
of Brough/Petuaria and heads east-north-east, passing 
close to the v i l l a on Welton Wold, towards the H u l l 
v a l l e y and Holderness. Such a road j u n c t i o n would 
occur on the Haltemprice clays, somewhere i n the region 
of W i l l e r b y , p r e c i s e l y the area where we have already 
noted a concentration of a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l . Kitson 
Clark (1935, 38-39) thought the road e a r l y and that i t 
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may have turned westwards to end at North Ferriby, but 
t h i s now seems u n l i k e l y i n view of the apparent dearth 
of Flavian and l a t e r m a t e r i a l from that s i t e (Crowther 
and Didsbury 1988, 15, 17-18) and the f a c t that 
excavation and f i e l d w o r k there have revealed no traces 
of i t . Indeed, the abandonment of the North Ferriby 
s i t e seems even more understandable i f i t were 
bracketed between road t e r m i n i on e i t h e r side of the 
Wolds, though i n the absence of f u r t h e r f i n d s from 
Hessle i t s e l f i t i s perhaps unwise to speculate 
f u r t h e r than t h i s at present. (The assumed approximate 
route of the road t o the west of Beverley i s shewn i n 
M i l l e r e t . a l . 1982, f i g . 3 . ) 

An unpublished t y p e s c r i p t i n H u l l Museums (Whitcorabe, 
Grice and Armstrong 1969) records the most recent, very 
d e t a i l e d , attempt by members of i t s s t a f f to trace the 
southern t e r m i n a t i o n of Margary 813 from RAF AP 
coverage of 1946 stored i n H u l l U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y 
c o l l e c t i o n s . This i s alluded to f u r t h e r i n the 
discussion of Fishpond Wood, Risby (G.139) below and i t 
i s s u f f i c i e n t here to note only that i t argues 
persuasively t h a t Hessle represented the road's most 
l i k e l y d e s t i n a t i o n . The existence of a terminus on 
the Humber shore might possibly help to resolve some of 
the problems connected w i t h the l o c a t i o n of named 
settlements i n the area (Creighton 1988 f o r the most 
recent discussion) and f i e l d w o r k to trace the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of Margary 813 southwards might be thought 
one of the more important c o n t r i b u t i o n s which could be 
made to knowledge of the r e g i o n a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n the 
period. (The RCHM t r a n s c r i p t i o n s of APs on the 
Yorkshire Wolds became a v a i l a b l e i n the Humberside 
Archaeology Unit SMR only as t h i s thesis was being 
completed, and may prove to be u s e f u l i n t h i s regard). 
F i n a l l y , i n t h i s context, i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note 
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t h a t one of the few Anglian cremations i n the study 
area was found near to the presumed road l i n e j u s t to 
the n o r t h of the present v i l l a g e (G.43), and that the 
Colchester brooch discussed above, according to 
o r i g i n a l accession d e t a i l s held i n Scarborough Museum 
and not mentioned by Stead, i s supposed to have been 
found "on an o l d Roman road", though since the f i n d was 
made i n 1846 the e v i d e n t i a l value of t h i s information 
must be l i m i t e d . 

The l i m i t e d amount of evidence f o r settlement provided 
by surface f i n d s and chance excavation outside the two 
main areas already discussed may be summarised b r i e f l y 
before t u r n i n g to the two case studies. Most of i t 
concerns the extensive spread of gravels at Leconfield 
and i t s v i c i n i t y ( f i g . 3.8). 

The apparent absence of settlement from that part of 
the L e c o n f i e l d gravel spread which l i e s w i t h i n the 
study area probably r e s u l t s from the f a c t that the 
south of the gravel i s l a n d i s l a r g e l y covered by the 
expanding v i l l a g e of Leconfield i t s e l f and by an 
extensive a i r f i e l d and RAF and Army base, i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
which have been present since before the Second World 
War and hence before much of the archaeological f l y i n g 
i n the area took place. Settlement evidence i_s known 
from the northern p a r t of the par i s h (see note at end 
of Gazetteer e n t r i e s f o r t h i s parish) and a few f i n d s 
from the south of the gravels suggest s i m i l a r a c t i v i t y 
here a l s o , most notably a cremation b u r i a l (G.112) 
w i t h i n the present v i l l a g e . The cremation j a r i t s e l f 
i s noted as being reminiscent of a Crambeck form, 
which would make i t an unusually l a t e example of t h i s 
b u r i a l r i t e ; the comparison was, however, made i n the 
1940s, and i t may be safer to keep an open mind as to 
the date o f t h i s b u r i a l . D e f i n i t e l a t e fourth-century 
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m a t e r i a l , i n the shape of H u n t c l i f f - w a r e cooking-pots, 
comes from the s i t e of the aerodrome (G.H4) and from 
the c l a y adjacent on the west (G.113). As already 
noted, the Roman road which crosses Bishop Burton Wold 
seems to head towards these gravels on i t s way to the 
head of the lower v a l l e y , and two chance f i n d s (G.29 
and 31) have been made on the c e n t r a l one of the three 
gravel tongues which l i n k the Leconfield gravels wi t h 
the chalk. 

The only RB s t r u c t u r e s discovered on the western clays 
and gravels, both of which a f f o r d l i m i t e d evidence of 
the r u r a l economy during the period, also l i e i n the 
v i c i n i t y of L e c o n f i e l d , both s l i g h t l y outside the 
formal l i m i t s of the study area: the f i r s t i s a T-
shaped " c o r n - d r i e r " (G.36) which was discovered by 
chance £. 1874 i n the v i c i n i t y of Etton, a v i l l a g e 
s i t u a t e d on the northernmost of the gravel tongues 
mentioned above ( f i g . 1.5). An associated quernstone 
and animal bones are of very l i m i t e d value i n 
suggesting a mixed farming economy i n the area of the 
Wold edge, but an exact provenance i s not av a i l a b l e and 
the surface geology cannot be determined; the T-shaped 
class of " c o r n - d r i e r " apparently occurs throughout the 
Roman per i o d , though most numerous from the t h i r d 
century onwards (Morris 1979, 146-148, Table 1 ) . I t i s 
conceivable th a t f u r t h e r research using information i n 
Clark (1935 ,81) might locate the associated p o t t e r y 
and allow a date f o r the s t r u c t u r e to be suggested. A 
more exact provenance might also be obtained by these 
means. Secondly, a p o t t e r y k i l n producing greywares 
(G.115) was excavated by the East Riding 
Archaeological Society i n 1968 at Woodhouse Farm, 
s i t u a t e d on clay t o the south of the above mentioned 
gravel-tongue and about mid-way between the corn-drier 
and the main Le c o n f i e l d gravels ( f i g . 1.5). The k i l n 
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was probably i n production i n the second h a l f of the 
second century; i t s wares, which have not yet been 
recognised on other s i t e s , were probably intended to 
meet a very l o c a l i s e d need, though i t should be borne 
i n mind tha t i t s u n d i s t i n c t i v e f a b r i c and forms w i l l be 
d i f f i c u l t to detect elsewhere by t h e i r very nature 
(J.Evans 1985, 216-219). The k i l n has the present 
d i s t i n c t i o n of being the only one known to have been i n 
operation i n East Yorkshire before the r i s e of the 
Holme-on-Spalding Moor and other t h i r d - c e n t u r y 
i n d u s t r i e s , and i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that i t s s t r u c t u r e 
appears to have l i n k s w i t h types found i n North 
L i n c o l n s h i r e , the area which seems to have supplied 
much of the greyware i n use i n south-east Yorkshire 
before the r i s e of the Holme i n d u s t r y , as at Greylees 
Avenue, H u l l (G.69), and North Cave (Didsbury i n 
prep.). Jeremy Evans ( o p . c i t . ) considers there are 
other k i l n s of s i m i l a r date awaiting discovery i n the 
reg i o n , and i t does seem possible t h a t small production 
u n i t s s i t e d on the clay could have sprung up by t h i s 
date to meet the needs of the l o c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l 
communities, e s p e c i a l l y i n view of the f a c t t h a t even 
f a i r l y low status establishments such as North Cave 
were r e c e i v i n g Romanised wares i n q u a n t i t y by £. the 
A.D. 140s (Didsbury i n prep.). They might also have 
been stimu l a t e d by the existence of v i l l a s i n the 
v i c i n i t y , which might have needed, whether at t h i s date 
or l a t e r , such s t r u c t u r e s as " c o r n - d r i e r s " . 

There f o l l o w the two s i t e - s t u d i e s r e l a t i n g to the clay 
and gravels west of the r i v e r : Fishpond Wood, Risby 
( s e c t i o n 3.2.2.1) and Burn Park Farm (3.2.2.2). 
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The lA and RB settlement s i t e at Fishpond 
Wood. Risby (G.139) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n November 1982, the author, working i n conjunction 
w i t h Messrs G. Ostler and N. Jackson, discovered an 
extensive Romano-British p o t t e r y s c a t t e r near Fishpond 
Wood, Risby, North Humberside (TA 01013577). A b r i e f 
note i s necessary at t h i s point to explain how and why 
subsequent work was undertaken, f a c t s which have 
determined the nature and scope of t h i s case-study: 
a l l three persons involved were at that time unemployed 
members of a U n i v e r s i t y of H u l l Adult Education class 
i n archaeology, taught by R.T. Schadla-Hall, then 
P r i n c i p a l Keeper of H u l l Museums and Art G a l l e r i e s . 
None of us had had previous t u i t i o n i n the subject or 
experience of surface f i e l d w o r k , and our f i r s t 
excursions i n t o the f i e l d were undertaken mainly f o r 
experience i n c o l l e c t i n g and i d e n t i f y i n g m u l t i - p e r i o d 
a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l , A v a r i e t y of s i t e s was v i s i t e d 
i n the ensuing months, r e s u l t i n g i n discoveries which 
convinced us of the almost untapped p o t e n t i a l f o r 
f i e l d w a l k i n g i n the region (see, f o r example, Didsbury 
1984), but the main focus of our a t t e n t i o n was an area 
of some 2 square kms at Risby, i n i t i a l l y v i s i t e d 
because a f e l l o w class-member had reported seeing Roman 
greywares on a p u b l i c footpath there a few years 
p r e v i o u s l y . The tenant of Park Farm, Risby, Mr Peter 
Clappison, generously allowed us u n l i m i t e d access to 
a l l h i s f i e l d s , and t h i s enabled us very q u i c k l y to 
gain an i n t i m a t e knowledge of the l o c a l i t y . The 
precise methods adopted w i l l be dealt w i t h below, but 
the work may conveniently be summarised i n retrospect 
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as semi-structured archaeological survey of an e n t i r e 
present-day farming u n i t , conditioned by l i m i t e d 
manpower, resources, and, i n i t i a l l y , e xpertise. As 
much enthusiasm was expended on the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 
i r i d e s c e n t post-mediaeval b o t t l e - g l a s s as on a struck 
f l i n t or sherd of Roman greyware, and the area tackled 
would have daunted any but a novice; despite these 
f a c t s , however, the r e s u l t was a m u l t i - p e r i o d survey of 
an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y important t r a c t of land, the value 
of which w i l l be demonstrated below. Our methods were 
d i r e c t e d to the l o c a t i o n and approximate d e f i n i t i o n of 
a r t e f a c t - s c a t t e r s rather than to t h e i r d e t a i l e d 
i n t e r n a l examination, but, i n view of increasing 
d e s t r u c t i o n of r u r a l s i t e s , t h i s may be thought to be 
of value i n i t s e l f . Further work remains to be done at 
Risby, p a r t i c u l a r l y as regards q u a n t i f i c a t i o n of the 
very la r g e amount of m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d , but i t i s to 
be hoped tha t what fo l l o w s w i l l demonstrate the value 
of t h a t already undertaken. 

Location 

The s i t e l i e s i n the township of Risby, i n the parish 
of Rowley, North Humberside ( f i g . 3.9). The parish 
v a r i e s between £. 2 kms and £. 4 kms i n width, and 
stretches SW to NE f o r nearly 10 kms from the high 
chalk Wolds to the boulder-clay mantled f r i n g e s of the 
H u l l v a l l e y . A l t i t u d e drops from over 160m AOD at 
Hunsley (SE 938348) t o 30m AOD at Bentley (TA 019359). 

According to the V i c t o r i a County History ( A l l i s o n 1979, 
142) almost the only surface drainage i n the whole 
pa r i s h i s a stream (now subsumed among f i e l d drainage 
d i t c h e s ) f l o w i n g eastwards i n Risby township towards 
the River H u l l . 
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Four of the p a r i s h ' s s i x mediaeval settlements are 
l a r g e l y or wholly depopulated (Rowley, Hunsley, 
Riplingham and R i s b y ) ; there are extensive DMV remains 
at Riplingham and Risby; and the only modern 
settlements are the large v i l l a g e of L i t t l e Weighton, 
and the hamlet of Bentley to the east of Risby. 

A l l these settlements have E n g l i s h names and may have 
been Anglian i n o r i g i n , except for the Scandinavian 
Risby. A l l of them are etymologically connected with 
woodland and scrub. Manby (1980) points out that the 
- l e a h placename element i s extremely r a r e on the Wolds, 
and that only Rowley and Hunsley give i n d i c a t i o n of 
c l e a r a n c e i n the Anglo-Saxon settlement phase. Whether 
t h i s was the clearance of primary woodland or of 
woodland regenerated a f t e r the c o l l a p s e of the Romano-
B r i t i s h economic system i s unknown. Manby regards 
s e r i o u s woodland regeneration as u n l i k e l y on the Wolds 
as a whole, but i t may have occurred for some reason i n 
Rowley p a r i s h . I n addition to the evidence of the 
names Rowley and Hunsley, already c i t e d , there i s Risby 
i t s e l f , which may not have been cl e a r e d u n t i l the 
Scandinavian period. I t s name probably means "the farm 
near the c l e a r i n g " (Smith 1937, 204-205). As already 
noted, - l e a h placenames a l s o occur on the lower slopes 
and the edge of the v a l l e y , as at Bentley, and Loatleys 
(TA 053319), both to the east of Risby, and i t i s 
p o s s i b l e that scrub regeneration was a phenomenon of 
the lower c l a y slopes r a t h e r than the higher chalk 
Wold. 

Deep dry v a l l e y s run back from the Wold escarpment into 
the western part of the p a r i s h , where the ground i s 
high and exposed. I n the east of the p a r i s h , on the 
Wolds' dip slope, the v a l l e y s are shallow and more 
gentle, forming the p a r i s h boundary i n many pl a c e s . 
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There are deposits of gravel i n some of the v a l l e y 
bottoms. I n Risby township the chalk i s mostly covered 
by the boulder c l a y ( u n l i k e the townships to the west 
where the chalk i s near to the su r f a c e ) and i t s 
landscape i s cut by two g l a c i a l meltwater channels, of 
which more below (De Boer e_t al^., 1958). I t w i l l be 
seen ( f i g . 3.10) that these g l a c i a l s p i l l w a y s enclose a 
plateau r i s i n g from 125'-175' AOD (38m - 53ra), an area 
of some 1.1 sq. kms which forms the core of the 
township and the lands of the mediaeval v i l l a g e . 

The archaeology of Risby township as known i n 1982 

The whole of Risby township has, s i n c e 1976, been owned 
by the A l l i a n c e Assurance Co., Ltd, and the plateau at 
i t s h e a r t , together with much of the land between the 
southern g l a c i a l s p i l l w a y (along which Dunflat Road now 
runs) and the southern p a r i s h boundary, i s farmed by 
the tenant of Park Farm, Mr Peter Cla^ppison. A large 
part of the c e n t r a l part of the farm i s taken up with 
woodland, the DMV i s under pasture, and parkland covers 
the s i t e of Risby H a l l and C e l l a r Heads (see below, and 
f i g s 3.10 - 3.12). 

The f i e l d s walked, with the f i e l d enumeration used 
during the work, are shewn i n f i g . 3.11. F i g . 3.12 
shews a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s known i n the township 
before work s t a r t e d . These are l i s t e d and discussed 
b r i e f l y below: 

1. The DMV of Risby (TA 007349) 

An e s t a t e of four carucates was sold i n the time of 
William I to the Archbishop of York. I t was waste i n 
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1086. Depopulation may have begun £. 1510, with 
enclosure f o r deer parks, at which period one of the 
open f i e l d s was a l s o i n c l o s e d and used for arable i n 
s e v e r a l t y . I n c l o s u r e was probably completed before 
1702. There i s some i n d i c a t i o n of sheepwalks at t h i s 
time, and part of the township had apparently reverted 
to scrub. I n 1377 the township had rendered the 
g r e a t e s t number of payers of p o l l tax (55) i n the whole 
p a r i s h , but there were only s i x households, including 
the Manor House, by 1672, and eight f a m i l i e s i n 1743. 

2. Risby H a l l (TA 006251) 

Apparently b u i l t £. 1684, r e p l a c i n g an e a r l i e r manor 
house supposed to have e x i s t e d i n c. 1275 
according to Loughlin and M i l l e r (1979, 33). I t i s 
supposed to have been destroyed by f i r e £. 1775, 
r e b u i l t , and destroyed again £. 1784 (Neave and 
Waterson 1988, 51). L o c a l t r a d i t i o n a t t r i b u t e s these 
burnings to a deranged Lady of the Manor. An undated 
drawing of the imposing house, i t s formal gardens and 
p a v i l i o n s , s u r v i v e s (Wakefield Art G a l l e r y ) . The s i t e 
i s now under grassl a n d and, although unscheduled, i t s 
gardens have been designated "of h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t " . 

3. C e l l a r Heads (TA 004355) 

A rectangular earthwork complex thought by Loughlin and 
M i l l e r (1979, 33) to be a p o s s i b l e moated s i t e 
overlooks the H a l l i n parkland to the north. A moated 
s i t e at t h i s a l t i t u d e would be unusual; Neave and 
Waterson suggest (1988, 51) that i t i s the s i t e of the 
manor house where Henry V I I I was entertained i n 1540. 
L o c a l t r a d i t i o n holds that i t was the s i t e of a f i n a l 
attempt to r e b u i l d the H a l l a f t e r i t s burning, being 
abandoned a f t e r foundations had been dug. This, 
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however, seems to have been on an adjacent piece of 
land and not to have been attempted u n t i l a f t e r 1883. 

^. Risby Head (TA 003344. G. 138) 

Loughlin and M i l l e r (1979, 33) record a e r i a l 
photographs of a r i n g - d i t c h i n s i d e an ovoid enclosure 
( s e c t i o n 2.3.1). Nothing was found on the surface 
during f i e l d w a l k i n g by the author. 

5. P o s s i b l e round-barrow (TA 012348) 

This f eature i s contoured by the Ordnance Survey, and 
i s v i s i b l e at ground l e v e l . A t e r t i a r y f l i n t f l a k e of 
blade form was found on the centre of the mound, and i t 
i s surrounded by a d i s c r e e t s c a t t e r of fourteenth-
/ f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Humberwares, the f i e l d being 
otherwise s i g n a l l y devoid of pottery. I f of Bronze Age 
date, the mound may have seen secondary use i n the 
mediaeval period, perhaps as a windmill mound. 

Work undertaken, method, and summary of r e s u l t s 

The f i e l d s numbered 1 to 15 (I-XV on f i g . 3.11) were 
a l l i n i t i a l l y surveyed by thorough, but not s p a t i a l l y 
c o n t r o l l e d , f i e l d w a l k i n g . The f i e l d s to the south of 
Dunflat Road, the southern g l a c i a l s p i l l w a y , yielded 
only small amounts of m a t e r i a l of any period (see 
below). Although they were r e v i s i t e d over the next 
three seasons at various stages of the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
process t h i s s i t u a t i o n changed l i t t l e , and the f i e l d s 
are d i f f e r e n t i a t e d i n t h i s respect from those to the 
north and east of the woodland, f i e l d s 1-6, where 
multi-period a r t e f a c t u a l m a t e r i a l was l o c a l l y abundant. 
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The f i e l d s south of the road are on heavy c l a y s o i l s 
without the gr a v e l component of f i e l d s 1-6. 

In the e a r l y stages of the work the f i e l d was adopted 
as the u n i t of c o l l e c t i o n for the following reasons: 

1. The o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n was an o v e r a l l survey of the 
e n t i r e farm. 

2. A maximum number of three walkers was permitted at 
any one time. 

3. I n d i v i d u a l f i n d s or s c a t t e r s of ma t e r i a l could be 
loc a t e d quite a c c u r a t e l y by pacing from fix e d 
landmarks. When i t became c l e a r that " s i t e s " were being 
found, i n a d d i t i o n to i n d i v i d u a l o b j e c t s , pacing was 
used to define the approximate edges of mat e r i a l 
s c a t t e r s , a method which experience i n subsequent 
seasons shewed to have been remarkably accurate. Finds 
judged to be i n d i v i d u a l l y "important", for one reason 
or another, were located w i t h i n s c a t t e r s by pacing; 
a l l m a t e r i a l was washed, bagged and dated, and can be 
l i n k e d to a comprehensive s e t of f i e l d - n o t e s recording 
l o c a t i o n , s t a t e of crop, weather conditions, personnel 
and other r e l e v a n t information. (Copies of a report on 
the f i r s t season's work [Didsbury 1983a] were deposited 
i n the l i b r a r i e s of Hu l l Museum and Hull U n i v e r s i t y ) . 

The main r e s u l t s of the i n i t i a l work can be summarised 
as follows ( f i g . 3.12): 

1. Worked f l i n t was ubiquitous on the east and north 
of the woodland, with two dense s c a t t e r s located i n 
F i e l d s 6 and 5. 
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2. There was a Romano-British a r t e f a c t - s c a t t e r 
occupying the northern t h i r d of F i e l d 2, the density 
and general nature of which suggested an occupation 
s i t e ( f i g o 3.13). 

3, Mediaeval pottery was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of F i e l d 5, 
but s c a r c e l y i n evidence elsewhere. The f i e l d 
contained very evident r i g and furrow, and had been 
ploughed i n 1981 f o r the f i r s t time i n l i v i n g memory, 
having p r e v i o u s l y been part of the post-mediaeval 
e s t a t e parkland. A general l a c k of post-mediaeval 
m a t e r i a l suggested that the f i e l d may have been under 
grass f o r most of that period. The mediaeval pottery 
i s i n t e r p r e t e d as "midden" m a t e r i a l o r i g i n a t i n g i n the 
DMV. 

4, There was a dense s c a t t e r of post-mediaeval b r i c k 
and pottery at the southern edge of F i e l d 12, on the 
p a r i s h boundary, and information from Mr Clappison 
suggested that c e l l a r a g e or footings of a post-
mediaeval b u i l d i n g had been ploughed out two or three 
y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y . 

The Romano-British m a t e r i a l w i l l be discussed below. 
The western f l i n t s c a t t e r i s located on the highest 
point of the plateau, above 175' AOD (53m), and i s 
almost e n t i r e l y l a t e M e s o l i t h i c to e a r l y N e o l i t h i c i n 
ch a r a c t e r , i n c l u d i n g blade and other cores, two f l i n t 
axes, a f l i n t adze, and numerous s c r a p e r s , f l a k e s , 
blades, and debitage. The assemblage has been 
examined and q u a n t i f i e d by Don Henson, who confirms 
t h i s dating ( p e r s , comm,). The date of the eastern 
f l i n t s c a t t e r i s more d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s : i t has not 
yet been subjected to expert opinion, but i t may be 
noted that i t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t from the 
western s c a t t e r . I t appears to be much more f l a k e -
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o r i e n t a t e d and in c l u d e s a barbed and tanged arrowhead 
and thumbnail s c r a p e r s . I t appears to extend westward 
i n t o the modern woodland, on the edges of which f l i n t s 
were found during scrub clearance and re p l a n t i n g . De 
Boer e t a l . (1958, 193) note a patch of gravel i n the 
mouth of the southern g l a c i a l s p i l l w a y at t h i s point, 
and the s c a t t e r seems to be approximately co-terminous 
with i t . I t seems p o s s i b l e that the e a r l i e s t 
p r e h i s t o r i c a c t i v i t y c o n s i s t e d of woodland clearance on 
the high plateau, with the eastern s c a t t e r representing 
a l a t e r phase of expansion down the lower slopes and 
into the v a l l e y , which much l a t e r provided the s i t e of 
the mediaeval v i l l a g e ( f i g s 3.10, 3.12). The high 
plateau i s today very exposed and inhospitable i n 
winter, but, apart from the f a c t that i t may have been 
more s h e l t e r e d i n p r e h i s t o r i c times, i t affords 
commanding views over a wide t r a c t of country with i t s 
v a r i e t y of resources, i n c l u d i n g , to the east, the fen 
of the v a l l e y bottom. I t i s a l s o worth noting that a 
permanent s p r i n g ( G i l l a n Spring, today b r i c k - v a u l t e d ) 
i s l o c a t e d i n the centre of the s c a t t e r and may have 
provided a source of water i n the N e o l i t h i c a l s o . 
Small amounts of l a t e fourth-century pottery i n the 
v i c i n i t y may suggest i t s use i n the Roman period; 
w i t h i n l i v i n g memory i t was the main domestic water 
source f o r Park Farm, i n the v a l l e y below. I t s 
etymology i s u n c e r t a i n , but, i f " G i l l a n " i s not a 
personal name, i t seems p o s s i b l e that i t contains the 
Scandinavian element g i l , r a v i n e , r e f e r r i n g to the 
steep-sided northern g l a c i a l channel. A general 
background s c a t t e r of f l i n t occurs a l l the way up the 
slope ( F i e l d s 2-5), e s p e c i a l l y marked i n the area of 
Romano-British occupation i n F i e l d 2, where f l i n t tools 
and a few sherds of Beaker pottery have been i d e n t i f i e d 
by Peter Wardle of Bradford U n i v e r s i t y . 
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I t thus seems that the environmental a t t r a c t i o n s of 
t h i s area of land had been appreciated during much of 
p r e h i s t o r y , and the Romano-British settlement must be 
seen as taking place i n a landscape already 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y modified by human a c t i v i t y . 

The Romano-British m a t e r i a l s c a t t e r 

The s c a t t e r covers an area of some 2.75 hectares, 
centred on TA 01013577, and e f f e c t i v e l y covers the 
northern h a l f of a modern f i e l d given over to arable 
a g r i c u l t u r e , c e r e a l s , legumes and potatoes having been 
grown there s i n c e the f i e l d has been observed. The 
northern h a l f of the f i e l d i s d i s t i n c t l y g r a v e l l y i n 
comparison with the southern part, though i t i s not 
shewn as a g r a v e l spread on the OS 1" D r i f t Geology 
sheet. No a e r i a l photographs of the f i e l d shewing 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s have been located, though a 
high a l t i t u d e v e r t i c a l i n Humberside County Council's 
Planning Department c o l l e c t i o n (Meridian Airways photo 
no. 66/75 of 8th December 1975) shews a neatly 
demarcated area of l i g h t e r toned s o i l at the northern 
end of the f i e l d . This area i s geometrical enough to 
have been the r e s u l t of a g r i c u l t u r a l operations, but 
may, a l t e r n a t i v e l y , have to do with d r i l l i n g c a r r i e d 
out by an o i l company i n the e a r l y 1970s. Pr e c i s e 
information has been d i f f i c u l t to obtain, but i t i s 
s a i d that " t o p s o i l " from an area at the northern end 
of the f i e l d was moved to the f i e l d edges and l a t e r 
r e placed. I f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s were seen during 
these operations they were not reported. I t i s c e r t a i n 
that s o i l was not brought onto s i t e from elsewhere, and 
the evidence of l a r g e j o i n i n g sherds y i e l d i n g the 
complete p r o f i l e of an Iron Age j a r (see below, and 
f i g , 3.14) suggests that f e a t u r e s such as ditches 
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remain undisturbed on the s i t e ; i t may be, however, 
that an " o r i g i n a l " s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of a r t e f a c t s 
i n the plough s o i l across at l e a s t part of the s i t e 
has been much a l t e r e d , though t h i s question has not yet 
been examined by gridded f i e l d w a l k i n g . 

A t r i a l r e s i s t i v i t y survey was undertaken i n November 
1984 by Dr J . Pocock, using a Geoscan meter. The 
p r i n c i p a l object of the e x e r c i s e was to ass e s s the 
p o t e n t i a l of such survey on t h i s s i t e , though i t was 
hoped that the o r i e n t a t i o n of the l i n e a r survey block 
north to south through an area with much surface 
m a t e r i a l ( f i g . 3.13) would r e s u l t i n the detection of 
major f e a t u r e s such as di t c h e s or concentrations of 
stone. The p o s i t i o n of t h i s survey s t r i p , and i t s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p to some of the main f i n d s w i t h i n the 
s c a t t e r , i s shewn i n f i g . 3.13 The r e s u l t i n g 
r e s i s t i v i t y p l ot i s reproduced as f i g . 3.15, and Dr 
Pocock's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of i t appears, with h i s 
permission, below: 

".... the plot does r e v e a l a s e r i e s of p a r a l l e l 
anomalies running very roughly SSE to NNW, showing as 
a l t e r n a t e s t r i p s of higher and lower r e s i s t a n c e . This 
I i n t e r p r e t as ridge and furrow. Superimposed on the 
higher r e s i s t a n c e s t r i p s are three regions of highest 
r e s i s t a n c e (marked A, B and C on the p l o t ) . Although 
r a t h e r spread, and g e n e r a l l y following the d i r e c t i o n of 
the suspected ridge and furrow, there i s a tendency, at 
C, for the high r e s i s t a n c e s to turn towards the south 
and e a s t . The evidence i s rat h e r shaky, but I would 
venture to suggest that these areas of highest 
r e s i s t a n c e might be a s s o c i a t e d with concentrations of 
stone e t c . some distance beneath the surface. I would 
not want to commit myself f u r t h e r than that. 
Examination of the areas surrounding the southern end 
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of our survey s t r i p i . e . west of B, south of C and east 
of A, might be worthwhile." (J.Pocock, i n l i t t . , 
27.11.1984). 

There i s very l i t t l e RB m a t e r i a l i n the f i e l d s to east 
and west of F i e l d 2, but i t does not appear that t h i s 
can be accounted for by d i f f e r e n t i a l a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r a c t i c e s i n modern times. The f a l l - o f f i n ceramic 
m a t e r i a l to the south i s a l s o sharply delineated, 
though i t appears to be more gradual on the north. The 
" s i t e " , as defined by the present-day a r t e f a c t - s c a t t e r , 
occupies a roughly rectangular area approximately 200m 
X 200ra. I t was f i r s t observed as the presence of RB 
greywares, though i t l a t e r became c l e a r that roofing 
t i l e i n a f a b r i c known from other Roman s i t e s i n the 
region, and i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l d e f i n i t e tegula flanges, 
was a l s o present, as w e l l as other c l a s s e s of a r t e f a c t 
which w i l l be discussed below. 

What follows seeks f i r s t to e s t a b l i s h a date-range for 
a c t i v i t y on the s i t e , a f t e r which i n d i v i d u a l a r t e f a c t s 
and c l a s s e s of m a t e r i a l are examined both for t h e i r 
i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t and for t h e i r contribution to an 
i n t e r i m i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s i t e ' s s t a t u s and 
fun c t i o n . Concluding paragraphs attempt to i n d i c a t e 
the s i t e ' s place i n the RB landscape of the study area 
as i t i s now beginning to emerge, i t s importance for 
future f i e l d s t r a t e g y i n the region, and proposals for 
future fieldwork. The main f i n d s mentioned i n t h i s 
d i s c u s s i o n are p l o t t e d on f i g . 3.13. 
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Dating evidence 

1. Pottery 

As already noted, a Bronze Age component i n the 
assemblage i s represented by a base sherd i n a sandy 
Beaker f a b r i c i d e n t i f i e d by Peter Wardle (pers. comm.). 
I.A. Thorpe has a l s o suggested that some body sherds 
are best accorded a L a t e r Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 
date. Whether t h i s m a t e r i a l d e r i v e s from a c t u a l 
settlement on F i e l d 2 cannot at present be assessed, 
but i t should be noted that t h i s area i s the only one 
i n v e s t i g a t e d where f l i n t t o ols (mainly s c r a p e r s ) and 
p r e h i s t o r i c pottery occur together. 

That there was a c t u a l occupation on s i t e around the 
beginning of the f i r s t millennium A.D. i s strongly 
suggested by the discovery of a cordoned pedestal urn 
i n the Aylesford-Swarling t r a d i t i o n ( f i g . 3.14) towards 
the south-western corner of the m a t e r i a l s c a t t e r ( f i g . 
3.13). A l a r g e rim-sherd of t h i s v e s s e l was found on 
the s u r f a c e during f i e l d w a l k i n g i n January 1984, and 
subsequent excavation of the ploughsoil of two square 
metres around the find-spot y i e l d e d enough sherds to 
r e c o n s t r u c t very n e a r l y the whole p r o f i l e of the 
v e s s e l . F i f t y - s i x sherds were recovered i n a l l , twenty-
seven belonging to the j a r under d i s c u s s i o n . The 
remaining m a t e r i a l included two body-sherds of f i r s t -
or second-century f a b r i c type, a bead rim fragment of 
C e n t r a l Gaulish samian, the rim of a Dales Ware j a r , a 
fourth-century s t r a i g h t - s i d e d flanged bowl rim, and a 
sherd of f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Humberware. The large 
sherds, high s h e r d - t o - v e s s e l r a t i o , and number of 
p h y s i c a l j o i n s among the Iron Age m a t e r i a l suggest the 
presence at t h i s point of a feature perhaps being 
penetrated by the plough for the f i r s t time. The only 
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other v e s s e l represented by more than one sherd, and 
which may therefore derive from the same feature, i s 
the greyware j a r shewn as f i g . 3.18, no. 2 (eight 
j o i n i n g s h e r d s ) . Probably a two-handled j a r , i t s form 
i s , u nfortunately, not c l o s e l y datable, though i t i s 
perhaps u n l i k e l y to be e a r l i e r than the f i r s t h a l f of 
the second century. 

The cordoned j a r i s c l o s e l y comparable, both i n f a b r i c 
type and form, with Phase 2 m a t e r i a l from Dragonby (May 
1970, 236 and f i g . 8 ) , conventionally held to have been 
made from £. 50 B.C. i n t o the e a r l i e s t years of the 
f i r s t century A.D. C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, i , 92) 
noted the "accumulating evidence" for "a quite 
widespread occupation with pottery of Belgic type" i n 
L i n c o l n s h i r e before the end of the f i r s t century B.C., 
but almost a l l the s i m i l a r m a t e r i a l now known from the 
north bank of the Humber, a region once held to have 
been e n t i r e l y devoid of " B e l g i c " i n f l u e n c e (Rivet 1964, 
46, 51), has been found s i n c e p u b l i c a t i o n of t h e i r 
survey. This type of pottery has now been found north 
of the Humber i n the following p l a c e s , l i s t e d i n 
chr o n o l o g i c a l order of discovery (see map, f i g . 3.16). 

1. Rudston V i l l a (TA 089667 ; Rigby 1980, f i g . 37, no. 
122). Excavations of 1962-1972. Cordoned j a r , 
compared by Rigby to l a t e I r o n Age and e a r l y Roman 
ma t e r i a l from H e r t f o r d s h i r e . ^ in a group considered to 
be pre- or e a r l y F l a v i a n . 

2. Brantingham V i l l a (SE 932287; F a i r h u r s t 1985, 16; 
Dent 1988, 98, and f i g . 6.2). Several bowls from d i t c h 
preceding c o n s t r u c t i o n of v i l l a . Excavations by John 
Dent f o r HCCAU, 1983. ( S i t e code BCP 83, context 5 ) . 

3. Risby (Didsbury 1988, 26). 
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4. Bursea House (SE 813338; Halkon 1987b, 3; Halkon 
1987c, 7 ) . Bowl during excavations by Peter Halkon, 
1987, with the East Riding Archaeological Society. 

Two s a l i e n t points may be noted about t h i s new body of 
m a t e r i a l : f i r s t l y , i t d i s p l a y s an estuarine and c o a s t a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , none of the three southern s i t e s being 
more than £. 7 miles/11 kms north of the r i v e r , and 
Rudston w i t h i n £. 6 miles/10 kms of the modern 
c o a s t l i n e . The p a t t e r n i s thus e s s e n t i a l l y s i m i l a r to 
that of l a t e I r o n Age coinage i n the East Riding, with 
s e v e r a l f i n d s along the Humber l i t t o r a l ( i n c l u d i n g 
Brantingham, where a coin of Cunobelin [Mack 243] was 
found u n s t r a t i f i e d during the aforementioned 
excavations) and s c a t t e r e d f i n d s along the Holderness 
coast (see a l s o , however, G.213). Secondly, two of the 
f i n d s are from s i t e s , Rudston and Brantingham, which 
l a t e r had v i l l a s b u i l t upon them, and i t i s p o s s i b l e 
that Risby i s a candidate for that s t a t u s . I t may thus 
be that the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h i s m a t e r i a l r e f l e c t s the 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s of high-status groups on 
the north bank with communities to the south rather 
than what might be c a l l e d "trade" i n more modern senses 
of the term. Against t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n must be set 
the p o s s i b i l i t y that the Risby j a r , at l e a s t , was 
manufactured north of the Humber, e i t h e r as part of a 
process of LPRIA a c c u l t u r a t i o n of l o c a l high-status 
groups, or by immigrant groups accustomed to t h i s kind 
of pottery. S h e i l a Elsdon, who has examined the 
v e s s e l , points out i n support of t h i s view (pers. 
comm. and i n l i t t . ) that i t contains some chalk temper, 
so s o f t that most of i t has leached out. She a l s o 
recommends f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the find-spot to 
determine whether or not i t was deposited i n a cemetery 
context. Carbonised deposits on the i n t e r i o r of the 
v e s s e l have not yet been analysed, but have the 
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appearance of food r e s i d u e s . Judgements on a l l these 
questions w i l l have to await s c i e n t i f i c a n a l y s i s and 
fu r t h e r d i s c o v e r i e s ; i n the meantime, the author and 
John Dent intend to prepare a corpus and d i s c u s s i o n of 
t h i s c l a s s of m a t e r i a l north of the Humber i n the near 
f u t u r e . 

The m a t e r i a l discussed above provides a convenient 
ch r o n o l o g i c a l i n d i c a t o r suggesting occupation on s i t e 
around the beginning of the f i r s t millennium A.D. 
A n a l y s i s of the pottery assemblage so f a r undertaken 
has not, however, revealed any of the wares which one 
would expect on a s i t e i n t h i s region i n the f i r s t to 
l a t e second c e n t u r i e s . Dragonby Phase 3 m a t e r i a l , 
i n c l u d i n g G a l l o - B e l g i c wares, i s absent, as i s the 
F l a v i a n r e p e r t o i r e found at m i l i t a r y s i t e s l i k e Hayton 
(Johnson, S., 1978, 87-97 ) ; furthermore, the t y p i c a l 
i n d i c a t o r s of Hadrianic and Antonine occupation i n the 
region are l i k e w i s e absent: such products as r u s t i c a t e d 
j a r s (found at Welton Wold and u n - s t r a t i f led at 
Greylees Avenue); greyware bowls i m i t a t i v e of mid-
second century BBl forms (North Cave and Greylees 
Avenue); products of the Roxby (Rigby and Stead 1976, 
138-147) k i l n s (North Cave, Greylees Avenue); or the 
c a r i n a t e d j a r forms from a v a r i e t y of North 
L i n c o l n s h i r e sources which were so popular i n the 
Humber b a s i n i n the Antonine period (Rigby 1980, 93; 
North Cave, Greylees Avenue). The ev i d e n t l y low-status 
s i t e at North Cave (above, s e c t i o n 2.2.4) appears not 
to have been r e c e i v i n g Romanised greywares u n t i l the 
second quarter of the second century, with most of the 
samian post-dating the 160s, though even here l a t e 
f i r s t - c e n t u r y forms such as a campanulate bowl s i m i l a r 
to those stamped by Reditas (Buckland 1986, 19, f i g . 
12, no.8; Rigby and Stead 1976, 188, f i g . 93, no.l ) 
could f i n d t h e i r way onto s i t e (author, report i n 
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prep.); and at Greylees Avenue, the s t a t u s of which i s 
unknown but where pottery reception may have been 
influ e n c e d as much by geographical l o c a t i o n , the 
pottery assemblage was dominated by Romanised greywares 
from at l e a s t the mid-second century onwards. Without 
f u r t h e r work i t i s impossible to i n t e r p r e t t h i s 
apparent h i a t u s i n the pottery sequence at Risby, 
though two explanations r e a d i l y suggest themselves: 
e i t h e r the bulk of the m a t e r i a l assemblage i n the 
ploughsoil comes from l a t e r f e a t u r e s penetrated by the 
plough, with e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l remaining undisturbed at 
some depth, a p o s s i b i l i t y a l s o suggested by the 
r e s i s t i v i t y survey; or, a l t e r n a t i v e l y , the dearth of 
" e a r l y " m a t e r i a l i n the plough-soil may r e f l e c t a 
combination of low l e v e l of pot use with the employment 
of l e s s durable ceramics at t h i s period. (A t o t a l l y 
aceramic occupation of the s i t e i s considered 
u n l i k e l y ) . I t i s p o s s i b l e , of course, that the s i t e 
was unoccupied for much of the f i r s t two c e n t u r i e s 
A.D., though an h i a t u s of t h i s length i n the use of 
the s i t e perhaps seems a l e s s convincing s o l u t i o n than 
those mooted above. I t w i l l a l s o be noted (below) that 
the second h a l f of the second century, at l e a s t , i s 
represented i n the ceramic record by samian and other 
imported finewares. 

Samian from the s i t e amounts to a score or more of 
sherds, mostly small and h e a v i l y abraded "scrap". The 
assemblage does, however, include a basal sherd stamped 
with the l e t t e r s B0- ( f i g . 3.18, no. 1) about which 
Brenda Dickinson reports as follows ( i n l i t t . . 
23.5.1989): 

" I t i s on form Dr.33 and reads B 0 [ R I L L I O F ] , a stamp of 
B o r i l l u s i of Lezoux (Die 5d i n our Leeds index of 
stamps). B o r i l l u s ' s stamps are common i n Antonine 

-221-



Scotland and a l s o occur i n a group of burnt samian of 
c. A.D. 140-150 at C a s t l e f o r d . He stamped a wide range 
of forms, some of which are thought not to have been 
made a f t e r c. A.D. 160, such as Dr.27 and 42 and others 
which only s t a r t e d being made about that time, such as 
Dr.3lR and Walters 80. For t h i s die the l a t e r forms 
outweigh the e a r l i e r , and so the stamp i s l i k e l y to 
have been i n use c. A.D. 155-175". 

S p e c i a l i s t opinion on the r e s t of the samian has not 
yet been sought. 

A small amount of other m a t e r i a l of l a t e second-century 
date can be recognised, most notably the base of a 
Lezoux "Rhenish Ware" v e s s e l ( f i g . 3.17, no. 1) datable 
to c. A.D. 175-200. This sherd was submitted for 
examination to Dr Grace Simpson, who k i n d l y supplied 
the following comment ( i n l i t t . , 2 9 . vii.1984): 

" I t c e r t a i n l y i s quite an unusual form ....although, as 
so much i s missing, the following reconstruction i s a 
guess. I think that i t i s not true samian ware, but 
the c l o s e l y r e l a t e d s o - c a l l e d 'Rhenish ware' as i t once 
was c a l l e d , but now known to have very s i m i l a r 
productions at Lezoux i n C e n t r a l Gaul. You w i l l have 
noticed the qua n t i t y of mica s p a r k l i n g i n the c l a y . 
This i s t y p i c a l of Lezoux. 

.... A f t e r i t s o r i g i n a l f r a c t u r e , I suggest that the 
t a l l footstand was chipped o f f very neatly, to make a 
small container. The best i l l u s t r a t i o n of such a 
v e s s e l i s i n Bushe-Fox, Wroxeter 1912 (1913) Antiq. 
Research Reports I , p.16, fi g . 5 at ̂  s c a l e , where i t i s 
c a l l e d Rhenish ware. But, c l e a r l y , i s not a Rhineland 
production, as I have explained above, from the c l a y . 
I have seen another complete v e s s e l i n the Nat. Mus. 
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Wales, given by John Ward, and possibly from the 
Pudding Pan Rock. Another example was i n the Pudding 
Pan Rock f i n d s from the wreck i n the Thames estuary. 

Two handles, w i t h en barbotine decoration....Last 
quarter of the second century i s about the time of 
production." 

(Dr Simpson enclosed a sketch of the vessel i n the 
N.M.W., a copy of which i s reproduced as f i g . 3.17, 
no. 2 ) , 

Apart from i t s chronological s i g n i f i c a n c e the sherd i s 
of i n t e r e s t i n shewing a f a i r l y rare class of import 
reaching a s i t e i n the r u r a l h i n t e r l a n d of Brough at 
t h i s p e r i o d , p o s s i b l y , though not necessarily, as a 
r e s u l t of trade d i r e c t from the Continent to the Humber 
estuary. (The author's work on the sources of mortaria 
supplied to s i t e s on the n o r t h bank of the Humber [ i n 
prep.] shews Rhineland imports dated c. A.D. 150-250 
appearing at such s i t e s as Greylees Avenue, North Cave, 
and Faxfleet "B" [ S i t c h 1987] and i t may be that some 
of these were indeed landed d i r e c t l y at various points 
on the Humber shore). S p e c i a l i s t opinion on the 
remaining colour-coated component i n the assemblage, 
f o r the most part q u i t e fragmentary, may reveal f u r t h e r 
c o n t i n e n t a l imports, since not a l l of them appear to 
l i e w i t h i n the f a b r i c range of the Nene Valley 
i n d u s t r y ; one small beaker sherd may t e n t a t i v e l y be 
ascribed to an East Gaulish source (Moselkeramik, 
f a b r i c as described i n Dyson 1986, 118, w i t h a date 
range of £. A.D. 180/190 - 250 as an import i n 
B r i t a i n . ) 

The t h i r d and e a r l i e r - f o u r t h centuries are 
characterised by the r e g i o n a l l y dominant greywares of 
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the Holme-on-Spalding Moor i n d u s t r y , mortaria w i t h 
moulded down-turned flange or hammer-headed rim, and 
j a r s i n c l a s s i c (shell-tempered) Dales Ware f a b r i c . 
Once thought to be rare i n East Yorkshire (Rigby 1973, 
106), the l a t t e r i s now known from several s i t e s i n the 
v a l l e y , i t s former apparent absence from Holderness 
more l i k e l y r e f l e c t i n g a lack of f i e l d w o r k , as Loughlin 
(1977, 114) suggested. The d i f f e r e n t l y tempered Dales-
types of the Holme-on-Spalding Moor i n d u s t r i e s appear 
f a r less f r e q u e n t l y , and the area seems to have 
remained at l e a s t p a r t i a l l y w i t h i n a Lincolnshire 
ceramic o r b i t during the t h i r d and e a r l y f o u r t h 
c e n t u r i e s . Other evidence of t r a d i n g contacts w i t h 
L i n c o l n s h i r e i s p o s s i b l y represented by a quern of 
Spilsby Sandstone (see below). 

The second h a l f of the f o u r t h century i s represented 
by the most d i s t i n c t i v e range of wares i n the 
assemblage, comprising HOSM greywares, H u n t c l i f f l i d -
seated j a r s and other Signal S t a t i o n types ( H u l l 1932), 
and painted Crambeck parchment wares and mortaria. 
This r e p e r t o i r e i s wholly t y p i c a l of t h i s period i n the 
East Riding, and f i n d s a close p a r a l l e l i n the 
excavated assemblage from Walkington Wold (G.162), 
some 5 kms away. 

Continuing r e c e p t i o n of some wares from south of the 
number at t h i s period i s i n d i c a t e d by several sherds of 
a Nene Valley painted parchment ware flagon i d e n t i c a l 
i n decorative scheme to Howe, P e r r i n and Mackreth 1980, 
f i g . 8, no. 96, probably a product of the Stibbington 
k i l n s . 
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2. Coins. 

Coins found during f i e l d w a l k i n g are l i s t e d below. No. 
3 was found near the northern end of F i e l d 3, and no. 
8 i n F i e l d 6; the remainder are from the a r t e f a c t -
s c a t t e r on F i e l d 2. The coins are generally i n a 
f a i r l y poor s t a t e of preservation; i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 
nos 2 and 3 was made by Dr James Booth of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of H u l l . Nos 4 and 5 were found i n the 
author's presence by a metal d e t e c t o r i s t claiming 
( f a l s e l y as i t happened) to have permission to "work" 
the f i e l d . (These coins remain i n p r i v a t e possession; 
the i n c i d e n t i s mentioned to i l l u s t r a t e the f i e l d ' s 
p o t e n t i a l as a c o i n - y i e l d i n g s i t e . As f a r as the 
author i s aware no other use of metal detectors has 
occurred on the s i t e before or si n c e ) . 

1. Worn AE. U n i d e n t i f i e d t h i r d - c e n t u r y r a d i a t e . 

2. Constantinian small AE. Apparently SARMATIA 
DEVICTA. 

3. Large AE of Vespasian or Domitian. 

4. Constantinian small bronze, reverse not l e g i b l e . 

5. Constantinian AE. URBS ROMA. 

6. AE antoninianus of Te t r i c u s I I . SPES AVGG 
reverse. 

7. Constantinian AE. GLORIA EXERCITVS (two 
s o l d i e r s , two standards). 

8. Worn AE on 12 mm f l a n . 
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The coin sample i s too small to warrant d e t a i l e d 
a n a l y s i s . I t s l a t e r t h i r d - and fourth-century bias 
i s , i n a d d i t i o n , the normal p a t t e r n of coin loss on 
B r i t i s h s i t e s occupied throughout the Roman period 
(Reece 1972, 272, f i g . 1, 2730) and therefore adds 
nothing to the s i t e chronology not already i n d i c a t e d by 
the p o t t e r y . 

Other classes of a r t e f a c t 

1. Roofing t i l e . 

Roofing t i l e i s present i n large amounts and i s co
extensive w i t h the p o t t e r y s c a t t e r . Like the RB 
p o t t e r y , i t i s very r a r e l y found i n the southern h a l f 
of the f i e l d or elsewhere i n the fieldwalked area. 
Several large flanged fragments are i d e n t i f i e d as being 
from tegulae. They occur i n a hard, orange, sandy 
f a b r i c , most o f t e n w i t h a t h i c k grey core, which bears 
l i t t l e resemblance to tha t of known mediaeval products 
i n the l o c a l i t y the G r o v e h i l l t i l e r i e s at 
Beverley, see above, section 2.3.2.2); tegulae i n a 
s i m i l a r f a b r i c do, however, occur i n fieldwalked 
assemblages from South Humberside i n H u l l Museum. 
I d e n t i f i a b l e mediaeval t i l e i s r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e 
from the m a t e r i a l under discussion, the d i s t i n c t i v e 
f a b r i c of which has enabled many small fragments to be 
recognised. A f a i r l y common component of the t i l e 
assemblage consists of cubes of 1-2 cm side, which led 
R. T.Schadla-Hall to suggest d e r i v a t i o n from f l o o r s 
composed of t i l e tesserae; t h i s remains a p o s s i b i l i t y , 
but analysis of the size and d i s t r i b u t i o n of these 
cubes would be needed to resolve the problem. I n favour 
of the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s the f a c t that t i l e might not 
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be expected to sha t t e r i n t o sherds of such form; 
against i t , perhaps, i s the f a c t that very few pieces 
appear t o shew traces of mortar. 

2. Querns. 

The consumption, i f not the production, of cereals on 
the s i t e , i s i n d i c a t e d by portions of three quernstones, 
t h e i r f i n d s p o t s shewn on f i g . 3.13. A l l are from upper 
stones and each i s made from a d i f f e r e n t v a r i e t y of 
g r i t s t o n e . They comprise two of f l a t - q u e r n type and 
one of b e e h i v e / o s c i l l a t o r y type (Yorkshire/unpierced 
v a r i e t y ) . They are descibed i n more d e t a i l below, w i t h 
p e t r o l o g i c a l notes based upon macroscopic examination 
i n 1984 by Paul Edwards, then of H u l l Museums' Natural 
H i s t o r y Department. They are l i s t e d i n order of 
discovery and numbered i n the same way i n f i g . 3.13. 

i ) F l a t quern. Broken through c e n t r a l hole, which 
has a s l i g h t l y r a i s e d l i p . A ridge runs c o n c e n t r i c a l l y 
midway between the p e r f o r a t i o n and the perimeter ( c f . 
Curwen 1937, 146). 

"A quartzose sandstone of 'Millstone G r i t ' type. Some 
pebble i n c l u s i o n s as w e l l as quartz. Almost c e r t a i n l y 
not Jurassic, and therefore not from Yorkshire. 
Possibly of Pennine provenance." The stone has since 
been examined by L i z Wright and Don Sprat t , who 
consider th a t i t i s probably Spilsby Sandstone from 
L i n c o l n s h i r e (pers.comm). Owen (1987, 197), i n h i s 
discussion of the petrology of querns from Goltho 
(Beresford 1987), notes that "large cemented 
concretions [from the Spilsby s t r a t a ] are common, and 
would have been very s u i t a b l e f o r m i l l s t o n e 
manufacture". Querns lA and IB from Goltho, dated to 
the f i r s t century A.D., are of t h i s stone, the other 
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querns from the s i t e being coarse-grained Pennine 
sandstones ("Millstone G r i t " ) . 

l i ) F l a t quern. 

"A g r i t s t o n e , p o s s i b l y M i l l s t o n e G r i t . Quite a coarse 
g r i t - g r a d e i n a f i n e matrix. Well sorted, s l i g h t 
bedding. Well rounded, clear quartz grains." 

i l i ) B e e h i v e / o s c i l l a t o r y . Central hole and l a t e r a l 
handle p e r f o r a t i o n i n f r a c t u r e . "Yorkshire" type. 

"A g r i t s t o n e . Fine- to medium-grained, w i t h grains more 
angular to sub-angular than those of [ n o . i i , above]. 
Reddish ti n g e of f e r r i c oxides over much of the 
ex t e r n a l surface." L i z Wright considers (pers. comm.) 
th a t t h i s quern may have been equipped w i t h an i r o n 
handle. 

The two types of quern involved may be noted. Quern 
i i i ) i s perhaps associated w i t h the "cordoned j a r " 
phase of occupation, though i t could have been i n use 
i n t o the second century A.D. ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.2, Hayes £t 
a l . 1980). 

The possible L i n c o l n s h i r e provenance of quern i i ) i s of 
i n t e r e s t i n connection w i t h the presence of 
Li n c o l n s h i r e shell-tempered Dales Ware on the s i t e . 
Mixed cargoes i n c l u d i n g p o t t e r y and querns could have 
reached the s i t e v i a the Trent, Humber and H u l l ; 
a l t e r n a t i v e l y , the l a s t stage of the journey up the 
eastern side of the Wolds could have been by road from 
the haven at Hessle, i f Margary 813 d i d i n f a c t 
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terminate there. A possible route f o r t h i s road passes 
s l i g h t l y less than 1 km west of the s i t e (see section 
3.2.2, and f i g . 3.19). 

I t i s worth n o t i n g that a l l these querns were found 
between November 1983 and March 1984, when the f i e l d 
had been l e f t f a l l o w , and unploughed, because of 
excessively wet conditions a f t e r the l i f t i n g of the 
previous potato crop. For an arable f i e l d to be l e f t 
f a l l o w a l l w i n t e r i s now extremely unusual i n t h i s 
region, and the prolonged weathering and s e t t l i n g of 
the ground was c e r t a i n l y instrumental i n enabling large 
objects of t h i s k i n d to become apparent. 

3. Bog ore? 

A f u r t h e r r e s u l t of the "shrinkage" of the f i e l d 
surface during t h i s season was the discovery, i n 
February 1984, of a mass of conglomerated ferrous 
m a t e r i a l which was at f i r s t taken to be m e t a l l u r g i c a l 
d e b r i s . This m a t e r i a l was l y i n g i n a d i s c r e t e 
s c a t t e r , less than one square metre i n area, at the 
point marked on f i g . 3.13. The pieces ranged i n size 
from f i s t - s i z e d lumps to slabs of up to £. 4 kg i n 
weight, and appeared to be composed of clay, ferrous 
"slag", pebbles and charcoal i n c l u s i o n s . Probing 
revealed more below the surface and eventually some 20 
kg of the m a t e r i a l was recovered from the top 20 cms of 
the p l o u g h s o i l . More probably remains i n s i t u . 

I t was possible to have t h i s m a t e r i a l analysed at BP's 
D i v i s i o n a l Chemical Laboratories, and the r e s u l t s of 
t h i s analysis are shewn below: 
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SA 1808 16th May 1984 

As received 

Si02 51.46% 
AI2O3 7.11% 
CaO 0.46% 
MgO 0.59% 
Na20 0.34% 
K2O 1.06% 
Total C 0.93% 
CO2 0.16% 
FeO 2.10% 
Fe203 24.00% 
M e t a l l i c Fe 0.20% 
Total S 0.032% 
Total Mn 0.89% 
Loss on i g n i t i o n at 1000 deg.C 11.02% 

100.352 
89,332 

The only i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these r e s u l t s was a marginal 
note reading "Cleveland i r o n ore? Other possible 
sources?" Subsequently, however, a small sample was 
inspected by Drs J. Pocock and G, McDonald, The l a t t e r 
thought at f i r s t t h a t i t was i r o n slag, but on breaking 
the sample open concluded that i t was a "natural (bog?) 
ore c o n s i s t i n g of a clay matrix containing ferruginous 
nodules (the brown b i t s ! ) . The analysis (supplied) 
supports t h i s opinion ..." (J,Pocock, i n l i t t . ) . 

Dr McDonald o f f e r e d to organise the geological 
examination of t h i s sample by t h i n - s e c t i o n i n g , but t h i s 
has not yet taken place, and the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r ests 
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upon a macroscopic i n s p e c t i o n only. I t makes no 
mention of charcoal, which may not have been present 
i n the small sample submitted, and takes no account of 
the f a c t s t h a t c e r t a i n of the l a r g e r pieces seem to 
di s p l a y an a r t i f i c i a l r e g u l a r i t y of feature and that 
one o f them appears to include a fragment of b r i c k or 
t i l e i n i t s m a t r i x . For the moment the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
must stand, but i t i s the w r i t e r ' s opinion t h a t , i n the 
absence of t h i n - s e c t i o n i n g , a secure i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has 
not yet been obtained. Whether the mater i a l 
e v e n t u a l l y proves to be an ore, or the residues of an 
i n d u s t r i a l process, the m a t e r i a l i s of i n t e r e s t f o r the 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the s i t e as a whole. A n a t u r a l l y 
o c c u r r i n g ore may have been one of the environmental 
a t t r a c t i o n s of the s i t e , while any evidence of i r o n -
working w i t h i n the confines of the lA/RB s c a t t e r , 
although undated, would need f u r t h e r examination. 

4. A decorative copper-alloy f i t t i n g . 

This item ( f i g . 3.18, no. 3; Didsbury 1988, 26, f i g . 
2.2) i s the only non-ferrous metal a r t e f a c t apart from 
coins to have been found on the s i t e . 

I t i s a r i c h l y p atinated openwork copper-alloy mount 
c o n s i s t i n g of two opposed peltae, each ending i n a 
perf o r a t e d roundel, presumably to allow attachment to 
wood, l e a t h e r or other m a t e r i a l . 

Peltaform copper-alloy f i t t i n g s are common i n a wide 
v a r i e t y of s p e c i f i c forms, and have been found on v i l l a 
s i t e s i n Yorkshire ( e . ^ . Langton, Corder and K i r k 1932, 
f i g . 18, no. 11). There are, however, reasons f o r 
t h i n k i n g t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r type may be e s s e n t i a l l y 
m i l i t a r y i n character. A broken fragment from South 
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Shields Roman f o r t (Allason-Jones and Miket 1984, 
catalogue no. 3.884) appears to have formed h a l f of a 
s i m i l a r example to the Risby one, although i t has an 
attachment stud at the rear r a t h e r than being f l a t -
backed. Lindsay Allason-Jones k i n d l y provided a 
drawing of a more complete example from Chesters Roman 
f o r t (Budge 1903, no. 1555), e s s e n t i a l l y i d e n t i c a l to 
the Risby example apart, again, from having a stud 
r a t h e r than a perfor a t e d roundel attachment. F i n a l l y , 
an example from Cirencester (Webster 1982, f i g . 37.108) 
i s i d e n t i c a l to the Risby example i n a l l s i g n i f i c a n t 
respects, and i s catalogued by Webster as an item of 
m i l i t a r y equipment. 

Although i t i s clear that s i m i l a r items commonly occur 
on Roman m i l i t a r y s i t e s i n t h i s country, i t s presence 
on t h i s s i t e need not be taken to imply a m i l i t a r y 
presence (see below). 

Summary and discussion 

North of Fishpond Wood, Risby, there i s an extensive 
and w e l l - d e f i n e d m a t e r i a l s c a t t e r suggesting occupation 
on the s i t e i n both the very l a t e I r o n age and much of 
the second h a l f of the Roman period. A break i n 
occupation during the f i r s t and second centuries may be 
r e f l e c t e d i n the surface m a t e r i a l but can not at 
present be con c l u s i v e l y demonstrated. The environs of 
the s i t e can be shewn to have been extensively 
e x p l o i t e d from the Late M e s o l i t h i c onwards; the 
a t t r a c t i o n s of the wel l - d e f i n e d physical u n i t i n which 
the s i t e i s set include areas of g r a v e l l y d r i f t , an 
elevated p o s i t i o n , probable nearby water supply, and 
the f a c t t h a t i t i s bounded by n a t u r a l routeways ( t h a t 
on the south now occupied by a modern road). 
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The I r o n Age occupants of the s i t e around the beginning 
of the f i r s t millennium A.D. possessed LPRIA-type 
wheel-made cordoned p o t t e r y of a kind more usually 
associated w i t h regions south of the Humber, a f a c t 
which may have a bearing on the question of t h e i r 
s t a t u s . At some p o i n t i n the Roman period the s i t e 
appears to have been equipped w i t h t i l e d - r o o f 
b u i l d i n g s , some possibly having stone foundations. The 
consumption, i f not the production, of cereals may have 
been a feat u r e of both e a r l y and l a t e phases of 
occupation. There may also have been iron-working 
a c t i v i t y at the s i t e , though i t s nature and date are 
not yet demonstrable. The s i t e was part of a coin-
using economy i n the t h i r d and f o u r t h centuries A.D. at 
l e a s t . From at l e a s t the l a t e r second century i t was 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o receive imported ceramic f i n e wares 
other than samian. 

Wightman ( quoted i n Gregson 1988, 25) defines a v i l l a 
as "any s o l i d b u i l d i n g or building-complex i n the 
country, provided that i t appears to be the centre of 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l u n i t " . I n the l i g h t of present 
evidence i t i s c e r t a i n l y simplest to regard t h i s 
s c a t t e r of m a t e r i a l as d e r i v i n g from an a g r i c u l t u r a l 
settlement w i t h Romanised b u i l d i n g s . Should subsequent 
work i n d i c a t e t h a t the term v i l l a i s appropriate, then 
i t would be the only such s i t e on the eastern slope of 
the Wolds apart from Bishop Burton (above, section 
3.2.2). 

Since an item of probable m i l i t a r y equipment has been 
found there, i t has to be considered whether the s i t e 
could conceivably have been a m i l i t a r y one. The Roman 
m a t e r i a l s c a t t e r covers an area of approximately 2.75 
ha., which i s c e r t a i n l y large enough to accom|[)date, f o r 
example, an a u x i l i a r y f o r t of t y p i c a l size (Johnson, 
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A., 1983, 31); Hayton, the most recent f o r t to be 
discovered i n P a r i s i a n t e r r i t o r y (Johnson, S., 1978) 
escaped d e t e c t i o n by a e r i a l photography u n t i l 1975, so 
the existence of f u r t h e r m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s , 
perhaps on s o i l s not amenable to a e r i a l photography, 
i s not i n h e r e n t l y improbable. However, a l l known 
m i l i t a r y s t a t i o n s i n the t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y , apart from 
the f o u r t h - c e n t u r y coastal Signal Stations, l i e west 
and n o r t h of the Wolds and r e f l e c t the l i n e of advance 
taken by P e t i l l i u s C e r i a l i s i n h i s advance i n t o 
Northern B r i t a i n . A f o r t at Risby would thus be unique 
i n terms of i t s s i t u a t i o n , and one would have to ask 
what purpose, and at what period, i t could have served. 

I t i s conventionally held t h a t Parisian t e r r i t o r y was 
always s u f f i c i e n t l y c o n t r o l l e d by the m i l i t a r y ' s 
a b i l i t y to p a t r o l from Malton and Brough and, 
presumably, by the ease w i t h which forces could be 
landed along the shores of i t s long estuarine and 
coastal border. A f o r t at Risby could have served a 
purpose i n the aftermath of the invasion by overlooking 
populations s e t t l e d on the Woodraansey gravels and 
a l l o w i n g p a t r o l l i n g of the v a l l e y and the south-eastern 
Wolds, but, as we have seen, there i s no a r t e f a c t u a l 
evidence at the moment to suggest occupation of the 
s i t e i n the l a t e f i r s t century A.D. The only other 
period at which one can imagine a f o r t here having any 
purpose at a l l would be i n the l a t e r t h i r d and f o u r t h 
centuries A.D., when i t s p o s i t i o n overlooking the lower 
v a l l e y could have been used to observe and i n t e r c e p t 
sea-borne incursions up the H u l l or r a i d e r s moving 
n o r t h up a road from Hessle a f t e r a landing on the 
Humber shore; however, i t seems u n l i k e l y that such 
emergencies could not equally w e l l have been dealt w i t h 
by forces s t a t i o n e d at Brough/Petuaria, only some 12 
kms away, and, as we have seen, p o t t e r y from the s i t e 
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may i n d i c a t e occupation from at l e a s t the l a s t quarter 
of the second century A.D., considerably before the 
period f o r which there i s any evidence of a threat from 
the east. ( I t may also be noted that the item of 
"equipment" i n question i s of too e a r l y a date to have 
r e s u l t e d from a l a t e t h i r d - to fourth-century m i l i t a r y 
presence). F i n a l l y , as John Dent has pointed out i n a 
s i m i l a r context, discussing possible m i l i t a r y f i n d s 
from Seamer, Rudston and Wetwang Slack (Dent 1983b, 
41), "army issue equipment has r a r e l y , i f ever, been 
used s o l e l y by the s o l d i e r s f o r whom i t was intended", 
and i t would be f o o l i s h to do more than examine the 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t here was a m i l i t a r y s i t e on the basis 
of a s i n g l e piece of equipment. 

Whatever i t s nature, the primary importance of the s i t e 
l i e s i n the f a c t that i t has shewn that occupation 
s i t e s represented by s u b s t a n t i a l s c atters of surface 
m a t e r i a l , i n c l u d i n g f i n d s of i n t r i n s i c importance f o r 
the study of the period, can s t i l l be discovered i n an 
area where a e r i a l photography has f a i l e d to make a 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to our knowledge of 
settlement. At present, i t i s the only s i t e on the 
clay-covered d i p of the Wolds, w i t h i n the study area, 
to have y i e l d e d more than a handful of a r t e f a c t u a l 
m a t e r i a l . 

The s i t e ' s s i t u a t i o n i n regard to the l o c a l d r i f t 
geology i s of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t . N e o l i t h i c and 
Bronze Age a c t i v i t y seems to have been focussed on the 
two small areas of g l a c i a l gravel which l i e to east and 
west of i t , whereas by the l a t e I r o n Age and Roman 
periods the optimum place f o r settlement has become the 
area of c l a y , a l b e i t w i t h a f a i r l y high gravel 
component, which l i e s between them. There i s 
i n s u f f i c i e n t data at present to suggest the reasons f o r 
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t h i s , though c l e a r l y i t w i l l r e f l e c t the i n t e r - r e a c t i o n 
of such f a c t o r s as continuing woodland clearance on the 
plateau over some 4000 years w i t h the changing demands 
of the subsistence s t r a t e g y , and the importance of 
these i n determining land-use ( f i g , 3.12). The s i t e ' s 
l o c a t i o n perhaps emphasizes the danger of assuming that 
settlement was biassed towards areas shewn as "gravel" 
on the Ordnance Survey d r i f t geology sheets, and of 
concentrating f i e l d w o r k i n such areas. 

We have seen how the geographical u n i t bounded by the 
g l a c i a l s p i l l w a y s forms the core of the mediaeval 
township of Risby, and i t i s conceivable that i t may 
have formed the basis of a t e n u r i a l u n i t , perhaps a 
v i l l a "estate" i n the Roman period also. 
U nfortunately, f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k i s u n l i k e l y to do much 
to shed l i g h t on t h i s question. As noted above, RB 
m a t e r i a l i s very sparsely represented outside the main 
F i e l d 2 s c a t t e r , though very small amounts have been 
found along the northern edge of f i e l d s to both east 
and west ( F i e l d s 1 and 3-5, see f u r t h e r below and f i g , 
3.20). Occasional sherds have also been found 
immediately south of the southern g l a c i a l s pillway 
(Dunflat Road), the greatest amounts where the 
suggested route of Margary 813 crosses Dunflat Road and 
climbs towards the southern p a r i s h boundary at Risby 
Head ( f i g , 3.19), The f a c t t h a t so much of the area 
bounded by the s p i l l w a y s i s now covered by mediaeval 
and post-mediaeval p l a n t a t i o n s and parkland, however, 
means tha t f i e l d w a l k i n g data f o r the c e n t r a l core of 
any p u t a t i v e estate i s not obtainable ( f i g , 3,11), 

Assuming tha t the s i t e _is that of a farm i n the Roman 
period, we may examine what l i g h t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
surface m a t e r i a l sheds upon the a g r i c u l t u r a l economy 
being p r a c t i s e d . At i t s simplest, the phenomenon of a 
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settlement s i t e marked by a high density of surface 
m a t e r i a l , surrounded by a large area where s i m i l a r 
m a t e r i a l i s very sparse, could i n d i c a t e that a pas t o r a l 
economy was being p r a c t i s e d , since the background 
s c a t t e r of p o t t e r y which i s u s u a l l y held to r e s u l t from 
the manuring of arable f i e l d s w i t h midden material 
containing domestic refuse i s not apparent, as i t 
c e r t a i n l y seems to be i n the case of Burn Park Farm 
( s e c t i o n 3.2.2.2 below). I t should be noted, however, 
t h a t mediaeval p o t t e r y i s also extremely uncommon over 
most of the f i e l d w a l k e d area, despite the f a c t that we 
know from documentary sources th a t the area was 
occupied by arable open f i e l d s at t h i s period. F i e l d 2 
i t s e l f , although r e s i s t i v i t y survey seems to shew a 
clear p a t t e r n of r i g and furrow, has yielded only a 
handful of mediaeval sherds compared to w e l l over a 
thousand of RB date. 

The s i t e ' s p r o x i m i t y t o the possible Roman road i s of 
obvious i n t e r e s t , e s p e c i a l l y i n regard to the 
importance of road communications to v i l l a s which has 
already been remarked upon ( s e c t i o n 3.2.2, above). 
Fi g , 3,19 shews the r e l a t i o n of the s i t e to the road 
route postulated by Whitcombe, Grice and Armstrong 
(1969), as w e l l as f i e l d s along i t s route walked by the 
author and the presence or absence of RB m a t e r i a l i n 
them. I t may be noted here that much of the small 
amounts of RB m a t e r i a l ( i n c l u d i n g coins) from Fields 1 
and 3-5 comes from the extreme northern end of these 
f i e l d s where they are bounded by a footpath leading 
west to the highest p o i n t of the plateau and then to 
the road. This footpath i s c e r t a i n l y at least of 
mediaeval date at i t s western end, where i t i s marked 
by a boundary bank and respected by the alignment of 
ridge and furrow now under pasture. I t i s worth 
bearing i n mind, perhaps, th a t a trackway on a s i m i l a r 
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l i n e could w e l l have served to give the Roman s i t e 
access to a main road nearby. 

Further work i s planned at Risby. The f i r s t aim of 
t h i s w i l l be to q u a n t i f y f u l l y the m a t e r i a l already 
c o l l e c t e d , and to re-examine some of the questions 
r a i s e d by t h i s i n t e r i m study i n the l i g h t of that 
q u a n t i f i c a t i o n ; the second w i l l be to carry out 
d e t a i l e d g r i d - w a l k i n g designed to i n t e r p r e t the main 
Roman s c a t t e r , and to locate areas where geophysical 
survey and t r i a l excavation are l i k e l y to be worth 
undertaking. The present study i s e s s e n t i a l l y an 
examination of f i e l d w a l k i n g data c o l l e c t e d by novices, 
and of a p r o j e c t which work on a wider regional study 
has caused to be held i n abeyance. I t may be agreed, 
however, t h a t i t amply demonstrates the value of 
surface f i e l d w o r k on the dip-slope clays and the 
e x c i t i n g nature of tha t which may remain to be 
discovered. 

3»2,2.2 The lA and RB settlement s i t e at Burn Park 
Farm, Skldby (G,145) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The subject of t h i s study i s a cropmark complex at Burn 
Park Farm, which i s s i t u a t e d at the eastern end of an 
i n t e r r u p t e d gravel tongue, some 11 kms i n length, which 
almost l i n k s the Cottingham/Woodmansey gravel spread 
w i t h the chalk Wolds to the west ( f i g , 3,1). Both 
areas of gravel are of g l a c i a l , not f l u v i a l , o r i g i n 
and are o v e r l a i n i n places by boulder clay (De Boer ejt 
a l , 1958, 193-194). Detailed s o i l i nformation has not 
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y e t been p u b l i s h e d , but a c c o r d i n g t o the OS 1" D r i f t 
Geology sheet t he s e t t l e m e n t under d i s c u s s i o n i s 
l o c a t e d on t h e narrow area o f g l a c i a l t i l l which l i e s 
between the e a s t e r n end o f the g r a v e l tongue and the 
main g r a v e l spread. The s i t e i s l e s s than 5 kms ESE o f 
Fishpond Wood, Risby, and 6.5 kms due west o f the River 
H u l l . There i s an API trackway and enclosure complex 
(G.137) c l o s e t o the western end o f the g r a v e l tongue, 
on t h e c h a l k , and two f i n d s p o t s o f RB m a t e r i a l along 
i t s course (G.143, 1A4). 

F i e l d w o r k a t Burn Park grew out o f the chance d i s c o v e r y 
by the w r i t e r o f a r i m - s h e r d from a t h i r d - or f o u r t h -
c e n t u r y c o l o u r - c o a t e d beaker on a p u b l i c f o o t p a t h a t TA 
033348 i n September 1984, d u r i n g g e n e r a l reconnaissance 
o f t h e study area. C o n s u l t a t i o n o f L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r 
(1979, 34) showed t h a t a e r i a l photography by Rodney 
Mackey had l o c a t e d a s e t t l e m e n t complex a t TA 038349, 
some 0.6 kms t o the n o r t h - e a s t , a s i t e regarded by 
L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r as " o f p r i m a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the 
stu d y o f the p e r i o d " . I t was f e l t t h a t the Roman sherd 
may have o r i g i n a t e d from the cropmark s i t e , which was 
a c c o r d i n g l y v i s i t e d , and p e r m i s s i o n o b t a i n e d f o r 
p r e l i m i n a r y survey. I n i t i a l w a l k i n g over s e v e r a l 
f i e l d s on the farm suggested t h a t RB m a t e r i a l was t o be 
found over a much l a r g e r area than the cropmark 
complex i t s e l f , and t h a t here was a chance t o examine 
the c h r o n o l o g i c a l and s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f m a t e r i a l 
around a s e t t l e m e n t focus known o n l y from a e r i a l 
photography. There was no r e c o r d o f f i e l d w a l k i n g 
h a v i n g been c a r r i e d o u t on any o t h e r AP complex s i t e d 
on c l a y or g r a v e l w i t h i n the study area, and i t was 
f e l t t h a t the r e s u l t i n g data would be i n v a l u a b l e i n 
p l a n n i n g f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k i n the r e g i o n . The tenants 
o f Burn Park Farm, Malcolm and Jane T a y l o r , k i n d l y 
a l l o w e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f v i s i t s over t h r e e 
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seasons, and Rodney Mackey generously made a v a i l a b l e 
h i s b l a c k and w h i t e p r i n t s and c o l o u r t r a n s p a r e n c i e s o f 
the cropraarks. 

The A e r i a l photographs 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s o f making an ac c u r a t e p l o t o f the 
cropmarks photographed by Mackey were c o n s i d e r a b l e , 
f o r the f i e l d u n d u l a t e s markedly andthe m a j o r i t y o f the 
i n f o r m a t i o n was c o n t a i n e d on a v e r y o b l i q u e and p o o r l y 
exposed c o l o u r t r a n s p a r e n c y . F i g . 3.21, a c c o r d i n g l y , 
i s a s k e t c h designed t o do no more than i l l u s t r a t e the 
g e n e r a l n a t u r e o f the cropmarks on F i e l d 1. Three main 
o b s e r v a t i o n s may be made: 

1. A double d i t c h e d s e m i - c i r c u l a r e n c l o s u r e abuts the 
modern f i e l d boundary d i t c h on the south. The farmer 
r e p o r t s t h i s area o f the f i e l d as be i n g g e n e r a l l y 
w e t t e r than t he r e s t o f the f i e l d and crops sown th e r e 
n o t i c e a b l y slower t o germinate. The cropmarks are more 
b l u r r e d t h a n f i g . 3.21 suggests, and the f e a t u r e ' s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the v a r i o u s d i t c h e s which approach i t 
from the n o r t h are u n c l e a r . Almost no a r t e f a c t u a l 
m a t e r i a l was found w i t h i n the area enclosed by the 
double d i t c h e s , and i t may be noted t h a t the f e a t u r e 
does n o t appear t o c o n t i n u e i n t o t h e f i e l d t o the south 
on any o f the photographs, d e s p i t e t h e two f i e l d s b e ing 
p l a n t e d w i t h the same c e r e a l crop a t the ti m e . I n view 
o f these u n c e r t a i n t i e s i t would be unwise t o re g a r d i t 
as c e r t a i n l y contemporary w i t h the f e a t u r e s enumerated 
below. 

2. A c l e a r example o f a D-shaped enclosure ( s e c t i o n 
2.3.1) occurs i n the south-western corner o f the f i e l d , 
f l a n k e d by a t l e a s t two s u b - r e c t a n g u l a r enclosures. 
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3. There are a t l e a s t two c l e a r trackway elements i n 
t h e s o u t h - e a s t e r n c o r n e r o f the f i e l d , f l a n k e d by 
c e l l u l a r e n c l o s u r e s o f v a r y i n g s i z e . At l e a s t two 
l i n e a r d i t c h e s r u n northwards i n t o a p o s s i b l e f i e l d 
system; the n o r t h e r n h a l f o f the f i e l d was, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , under a d i f f e r e n t crop a t the time the 
photographs were taken and the cropmarks were too 
f r a g m e n t a r y and f a i n t t o be drawn s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l background 

The purpose o f what f o l l o w s i s t o summarise what i s 
known o f s e t t l e m e n t and land-use i n the immediate 
v i c i n i t y o f Burn Park and t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o aspects 
o f i t s documented h i s t o r y and e n v i r o n m e n t a l s e t t i n g 
which have a b e a r i n g on the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the 
f i e l d w a l k e d d a t a . I t i s based e n t i r e l y on such general 
sources as as L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r (1979), the HCCAU 
SMR, and, e s p e c i a l l y , the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y 
( A l l i s o n 1979, quoted h e r e a f t e r as "VCH" f o l l o w e d by 
page number). 

P r e h i s t o r i c a c t i v i t y i n the e n v i r o n s o f the farm has 
a l r e a d y been d e a l t w i t h d u r i n g d i s c u s s i o n o f the 
Woodmansey g r a v e l s i n s e c t i o n 3.2.2, above. The H a l l 
Ings group o f round barrows and r i n g - d i t c h e s a l r e a d y 
r e f e r r e d t o l i e s on the main g r a v e l spread, £. 1.5 kms 
t o the n o r t h - e a s t on the n e i g h b o u r i n g farms o f Wanlass 
and Lawns ( f i g . 3.6). That a c t i v i t y b e f o r e the I r o n 
Age was not c o n f i n e d t o the g r a v e l s i s i n d i c a t e d by the 
f l i n t s and p r e h i s t o r i c p o t t e r y found d u r i n g 
f i e l d w a l k i n g (see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . 

The n e a r e s t f i n d s p o t s o f lA/RB m a t e r i a l have l i k e w i s e 
been r e f e r r e d t o ( t h i s s e c t i o n and s e c t i o n s 2.3.3, 
3.2.2, above). Relevant data f o r the Saxon p e r i o d i s 
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e n t i r e l y l a c k i n g , b u t land-use i n the mediaeval and 
post-mediaeval p e r i o d s i s known i n some d e t a i l , and can 
be used t o e x p l a i n some aspects o f the f i e l d w a l k i n g 
d a t a , f o r example the t i n y amounts o f mediaeval 
m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d , and t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o those 
aspects o f the mediaeval a g r i c u l t u r a l economy which 
were c o n d i t i o n e d by e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s which may 
have f u n c t i o n e d s i m i l a r l y i n the RB p e r i o d a l s o . 

A l t h o u g h now i n the p a r i s h o f Skidby, Burn Park l a y , 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e mediaeval p e r i o d , i n the manor(s) o f 
Cottingham, a u n i t whose e a s t e r n boundary was a c. 5 km 
s t r e t c h o f the R i v e r H u l l , and which extended some 11 
kms westwards, n a r r o w i n g as i t climbed t o over 200' 
(61m) AOD on the edge o f the c h a l k near Epplaworth (TA 
0032). Land use i n the manor i n the e a r l y p o s t -
mediaeval p e r i o d i s known i n some d e t a i l ( f i g . 3.22, 
a f t e r VCH 60) and shews a b a s i c a l l y t r i - p a r t i t e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n o f the m a n o r i a l lands e s t a b l i s h e d some 
c e n t u r i e s e a r l i e r : 

i ) The narrower western p a r t o f the p a r i s h , 
r e a c h i n g west from t he v i l l a g e f o r c. 5 kms. This 
s e c t i o n c l i m b s from 50' - 200' (15m -61m) AOD and 
c o n s i s t s o f b o u l d e r c l a y g r a d u a l l y t h i n n i n g as i t nears 
the c h a l k edge. I t was devoted t o the a r a b l e 
a g r i c u l t u r e o f the v i l l a g e ' s open f i e l d s and a l s o 
c o n t a i n e d the s u b s i d i a r y hamlet o f Eppleworth and the 
remnants o f i t s once e x t e n s i v e woodland. 

i i ) A band o f c l a y s and g r a v e l s i n the c e n t r e o f 
the manor, between 1 and 3 kms wide, and l y i n g between 
25' and 50' (7.5m - 15m) AOD. The v i l l a g e o f 
Cottingham l a y on g r a v e l i n the narrow c e n t r a l p a r t o f 
t h i s band, w i t h e x t e n s i v e a n c i e n t woodland b o t h t o 
n o r t h and s o u t h , t h a t on the n o r t h i n c l u d i n g a l a r g e 
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m a n o r i a l deer-park i n which Burn Park Farm i s now 
s i t u a t e d (see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . 

i i i ) The broad, e a s t e r n , p a r t o f the p a r i s h , 
s t r e t c h i n g some 4 kms from the v i l l a g e t o the River 
H u l l and l y i n g between 25' and c. 4' (7.5m - 1.2m) OD. 
These l a n d s are marine a l l u v i u m and were g i v e n over 
e n t i r e l y t o common p a s t u r e and meadow, these uses b e i n g 
r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r - i n g and - c a r r f i e l d - n a m e s . The 
a r a b l e i n c l o s u r e s i n the south o f t h i s s e c t i o n , and 
alo n g p a r t s o f the H u l l bank, r e f l e c t drainage 
improvements t h r o u g h o u t the mediaeval p e r i o d , Humber 
f l o o d s i n the m i d - t w e l f t h c e n t u r y h a v i n g reached as f a r 
n o r t h as the woodland i m m e d i a t e l y south o f the v i l l a g e 
i t s e l f (VCH 7 2 ) . 

The o r g a n i s a t i o n o f m a n o r i a l resources can thus be 
b r o a d l y summarized as: a r a b l e on the h i g h e r c l a y 
s l o p e s ; s e t t l e m e n t and woodland, i n c l u d i n g l i g h t l y 
f o r e s t e d d e er-park, on the b e t t e r - d r a i n e d g r a v e l s ; and 
p a s t u r e and meadow on the low a l l u v i a l lands between 
the v i l l a g e and the r i v e r . E e l e r i e s , t u r b a r i e s and 
hemp-dikes i n the a l l u v i a l areas a l s o made a v a l u a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the m a n o r i a l economy, as perhaps they 
had done a t e a r l i e r p e r i o d s , and t h e r e i s documentary 
evidence o f woodland management and the s a l e o f fa g g o t s 
from t he woods and p a r k l a n d o f the c e n t r a l p a r t o f the 
p a r i s h (VCH 72-77). 

The deer-park i n which Burn Park i s s i t u a t e d i s f i r s t 
mentioned i n 1241, and i n 1282 i s d e s c r i b e d as w e l l 
e n c losed, f o u r leagues i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e , and having 
p a s t u r e f o r 500 deer and o t h e r animals (VCH 72). I n 
the e a r l y seventeenth c e n t u r y the park i s s a i d t o have 
enclosed some 500 a c r e s , though i t may not have h e l d 
deer s i n c e t he s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , v a r i o u s shares by 
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t h i s time b e i n g l e t out f o r herbage (VCH 73). Of the 
woodland which f l a n k e d t he park o n l y B i r k h i l l Wood, t o 
the n o r t h (TA 032356) s u r v i v e s today. This i s 
de s i g n a t e d "Ancient Woodland" and i t would appear t h a t 
the Burn Park s e t t l e m e n t may have been set i n a s t i l l 
f a i r l y h e a v i l y wooded landscape i n the Roman p e r i o d . 

The s u r v i v i n g woodland around the present farm had been 
e x t e n s i v e l y f e l l e d by the b e g i n n i n g o f the seventeenth 
c e n t u r y (VCH 74 ) ; l a r g e p a r t s o f the park are noted as 
"decayed" i n 1610, and i t i s around t h i s p e r i o d t h a t 
i s o l a t e d houses began t o be b u i l t i n b o t h wood- and 
p a r k l a n d . I t was, however, n o t u n t i l the e a r l i e r 
e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t the area was s u b - d i v i d e d i n t o 
t e n u r i a l f a r m i n g u n i t s , w i t h much the same boundaries 
as today, a f t e r t h e b u i l d i n g o f an access road, Park 
Lane, l e a d i n g n o r t h from the v i l l a g e . The present 
farm-house a t Burn Park was i n e x i s t e n c e by 1731. I t 
i s s u f f i c i e n t here t o note t h a t b o t h the s m a l l amount 
o f mediaeval p o t t e r y recovered d u r i n g the f i e l d w o r k , 
and t he date o f the e a r l i e s t post-mediaeval wares on 
the farm e l o q u e n t l y i l l u s t r a t e the documentary evidence 
(see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . 

P r o j e c t d e s i g n : aims and methodology 

The work had t h r e e main aims: 

i ) To e v a l u a t e the amount and date-range o f su r f a c e 
m a t e r i a l on a cropmark s i t e which had been c a t e g o r i s e d 
on m o r p h o l o g i c a l grounds as o f l A and/or RB date. I t 
should be s t r e s s e d t h a t a c l o s e a n a l y s i s o f the 
r e l a t i o n o f amount, d a t e , or type o f m a t e r i a l i n the 
p l o u g h s o l l t o s p e c i f i c c l a s s e s o f f e a t u r e w i t h i n the 
cropmark complex was not i n t e n d e d . 
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i i ) To examine the c h r o n o l o g i c a l and s p a t i a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l over as l a r g e an area 
as p o s s i b l e s u r r o u n d i n g the cropmark complex i t s e l f . 

i i i ) To g a t h e r v a r i o u s k i n d s o f m e t h o d o l o g i c a l data 
which would be o f use b o t h i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the 
f i e l d w o r k and i n p l a n n i n g f u t u r e f i e l d w a l k i n g p r o j e c t s 
i n t h e r e g i o n . The amount o f time spent on the 
p r o j e c t was r e c o r d e d , as were data r e l a t i n g t o s t a t e of 
c r o p , weather c o n d i t i o n s , and such f a c t o r s as "walker 
b i a s " , among o t h e r aspects. Not a l l o f t h i s data has 
been used i n the p r e s e n t s t u d y , but i s r e f e r r e d t o 
where r e l e v a n t . 

Three " l e v e l s " o f f i e l d w a l k i n g were employed, namely 
" g e n e r a l survey", l i n e w a l k i n g , and g r i d w a l k i n g . Each 
f i e l d i n which work to o k p l a c e was i n i t i a l l y i n s p e c t e d 
by "haphazard" b u t f a i r l y t horough w a l k i n g t o assess 
the amounts o f m a t e r i a l p r e s e n t and t o a i d i n the 
d e s i g n o f subsequent work. T h i s was f o l l o w e d by 
l i n e w a l k i n g , a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 metre i n t e r v a l s , the 
d i s t a n c e s between l i n e s b e i n g paced out and d i r e c t i o n a l 
accuracy m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the a i d o f compass and garden 
canes. On the cropmark complex i t s e l f , l i n e s were 
measured w i t h t a p e s , and s u b d i v i d e d i n t o 30m l e n g t h s 
(see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . Where ge n e r a l survey had 
i n d i c a t e d v e r y s m a l l amounts o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l 
c o u l d be expected l i n e s were not s u b d i v i d e d and i t v^as 
a simple m a t t e r t o r e c o r d on the c o l l e c t o r ' s bag the 
approximate p o s i t i o n o f each f i n d w i t h i n i t s l i n e . 
T his s u b s e q u e n t l y a l l o w e d contour maps o f the p o t t e r y 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s t o be prepared u s i n g g r i d g e n e r a l i s a t i o n 
t e c h n i q u e s ( O r t o n 1980, 124-127). One p a r t i c u l a r area 
( i n F i e l d 3, see below) was g r i d - w a l k e d on an 
a c c u r a t e l y surveyed 10 metre g r i d . 
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The areas surveyed are shewn on f i g . 3.23. Areas are 
numbered 1-7 and are based on e x i s t i n g f i e l d 
b o u n d a r i e s . F i e l d 1 c o n t a i n s the cropmark complex and 
numbering c o n t i n u e s i n a c l o c k w i s e d i r e c t i o n . A t o t a l 
area o f 137.89 acres (55.80 ha) was sub m i t t e d t o 
g e n e r a l s u r v e y , 93.80 acres (37.96 ha) or 68.02% o f 
which was subsequently l i n e w a l k e d . Most o f the work 
was done by groups o f up t o t h r e e w a l k e r s . A t o t a l o f 
14 w a l k e r s was i n v o l v e d i n the p r o j e c t , t h e i r ages 
r a n g i n g from c_. 20 - 65 y e a r s , and most b e l o n g i n g t o 
the East R i d i n g A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y . Seventeen 
d i f f e r e n t v i s i t s were made t o the farm betvjeen 
September 1984 and January 1987, a t o t a l o f £. 140 
person/hours b e i n g spent i n the f i e l d . I t i s es t i m a t e d 
t h a t a f u r t h e r 40 person/hours were spent on washing, 
marking and bagging the f i n d s . Time spent on a n a l y s i s 
o f t h e m a t e r i a l and p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the r e s u l t s has not 
been q u a n t i f i e d but i s c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

R e s u l t s 

R e s u l t s are pre s e n t e d by c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d . 
Evidence r e l a t i n g t o p r e h i s t o r i c and med i a e v a l - t o -
modern a c t i v i t y i s examined b r i e f l y under g e n e r a l 
headings below, f o l l o w e d by a more d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n 
o f I r o n Age and Roman m a t e r i a l o r g a n i s e d a c c o r d i n g t o 
f i e l d w a l k e d area: 

1. P r e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l 

N e o l i t h i c and Bronze Age m a t e r i a l i n the f i e l d - w a l k e d 
area i s r e p r e s e n t e d b o t h by p o t t e r y and by worked 
f l i n t . Only two sherds can be a s c r i b e d t o these two 
p e r i o d s w i t h reasonable c e r t a i n t y : a l a r g e r i m sherd, 
a p p a r e n t l y from a Food V e s s e l , found towards the n o r t h -
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w e s t e r n c o r n e r o f F i e l d 4, and a r i m sherd ( i d e n t i f i e d 
as " N e o l i t h i c " by I . J . Thorpe) from the south-western 
q u a r t e r o f F i e l d 1. Small body sherds i n a v a r i e t y o f 
f a b r i c s which may be o f Bronze or e a r l i e r I r o n Age date 
occur i n s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s i n a l l the areas where f l i n t 
a l s o occurs; these are discussed f o r convenience i n 
the s e c t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h f a b r i c c l a s s i f i c a t i o n which 
accompanies the d i s c u s s i o n o f lA/RB m a t e r i a l , below. 

F l i n t s r e c o v e r e d d u r i n g f i e l d w a l k i n g are c l a s s i f i e d 
t y p o l o g i c a l l y i n Table 3.3. No a t t e m p t has been made, 
at t h i s i n t e r i m r e p o r t stage, t o a s c r i b e them t o 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d s , f o r which s p e c i a l i s t a n a l y s i s 
would be necessary, though i t may be noted t h a t b o t h 
N e o l i t h i c and Bronze Age types are r e p r e s e n t e d among 
the s c r a p e r s . Even a t t h i s l e v e l o f a n a l y s i s , however, 
c e r t a i n p o i n t s emerge which are worthy o f n o t e : Table 
3.4 shews the d e n s i t y o f the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f worked 
f l i n t i n the d i f f e r e n t f i e l d w a l k e d areas, expressed as 
the number o f f l i n t s per h e c t a r e o f l a n d recovered 
d u r i n g l i n e w a l k i n g a t c. lOm i n t e r v a l s . T his k i n d o f 
data w i l l u l t i m a t e l y a l l o w i n t e r - s i t e comparison as 
f u r t h e r s i t e s i n the study area are f i e l d w a l k e d . I t 
should be noted t h a t the lowest v a l u e , f o r F i e l d 3, i s 
almost c e r t a i n l y due t o w a l k e r b i a s : the f l i n t s i n t h i s 
area were found by o n l y two o f the f o u r walkers 
I n v o l v e d , the o t h e r two persons b e i n g e l d e r l y and 
( s e l f - a s s e s s e d as) u n f a m i l i a r w i t h worked f l i n t . The 
f i g u r e f o r F i e l d 3, t h e r e f o r e , can reasonably be 
a d j u s t e d t o double i t s v a l u e , g i v i n g an o v e r a l l range 
o f between 1.23 and 2.05 worked f l i n t s per h e c t a r e . 
There i s no body o f s i m i l a r data from any s i t e i n the 
s t u d y area a v a i l a b l e f o r comparison; i t seems 
reasonable t o suggest, however, t h a t t h i s i s the k i n d 
o f d e n s i t y w h i c h might be expected i n the general 
e n v i r o n s o f a s e t t l e m e n t area ( perhaps i n t h i s case 
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s i t e d on the nearby g r a v e l s t o n o r t h and e a s t ) r a t h e r 
than a t the a c t u a l o c c u p a t i o n f o c u s . I t i s c e r t a i n l y 
f a r lower t h a n , say, a t Risby F i e l d 5 ( s e c t i o n 3.2.2.1, 
above). The absence o f worked f l i n t from F i e l d s 5 and 
6 (and a l s o a p p a r e n t l y from F i e l d 7, though t h i s area 
was n o t l i n e - w a l k e d a f t e r g e n e r a l survey) i s o f 
i n t e r e s t i n l i g h t o f the f a c t s t h a t : a) the ground i n 
these areas seems t o be o f f a r h e a v i e r c l a y than t h a t 
t o t h e sou t h and e a s t ; and b) t h e r e i s a l s o an absence 
o f lA/RB m a t e r i a l , indeed o f any m a t e r i a l b e f o r e the 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i n F i e l d s 6 and 7. F i e l d s 6 and 7 
appear t o have formed t he extreme western edge o f the 
mediaeval deer-park, w i t h woodland t o west (Pratwood 
and N o r t h Wood), n o r t h ( J i l l y Wood and B i r k h i l l Wood) 
and east (Wanlass Wood), and the absence o f any 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l suggests t h a t they may never 
have been p u t t o a r a b l e use u n t i l r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t 
t i m e s , r e m a i n i n g as u n c l e a r e d a n c i e n t f o r e s t , or as 
p a r t i a l l y c l e a r e d g r a z i n g a l o n g i t s edge. (The names 
o f Pratwood, J i l l y Wood and Wanlass Wood are preserved 
i n t h e names o f a d j a c e n t modern f a r m s ) . I t i s 
c e r t a i n l y p o s s i b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the s e t t l e m e n t 
a c t i v i t y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the cropmark complex took 
p l a c e i n an a l r e a d y d e f o r e s t e d area which Romano-
B r i t i s h a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y d i d n o t cause t o be 
extended f u r t h e r west. 
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TABLE 3.3. Burn Park Farm. F l i n t types recovered, 

^ ™ Number per f i e l d w a l k e d area. 
Area: 1 2 3 4 5 

P'ry f l a k e - - 1 1 
P'ry f l a k e ( r e t . ) _ _ _ _ 
S'ry f l a k e 1 - 4 1 
S'ry f l a k e ( r e t . ) 1 - - -
T'ry f l a k e 2 - 4 2 
T'ry f l a k e ( r e t . ) _ _ 4 -
Core 2 1 3 1 
Core ( r e t . ) 1 - 3 -
Blade 1 1 1 -
Blade ( r e t . ) 1 - 1 -
Snapped b l a d e 1 - - -
Scraper 1 2 2 2 
P o i n t 1 - - 1 
Pebble ( r e t . ) - - 1 -

N.B. The f o l l o w i n g a b b r e v i a t i o n s are used i n Table 3.3: 
P'ry = p r i m a r y , S'ry = secondary, T'ry = t e r t i a r y , r e t . 
= r e t o u c h e d . 
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TABLE 3.4 
area. 

Burn Park Farm. F l i n t s per h e c t a r e , by 

AREA F l i n t s / h a 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1.60 
1.48 ( a d j u s t e d from 0.74) 
2.05 
1.23 
0 
0 
0 [ ? ] 

2. Mediaeval and post-mediaeval m a t e r i a l 

Only 5 sherds o f mediaeval p o t t e r y , w e i g h i n g 83 grams, 
were r e c o v e r e d from the l i n e - w a l k e d areas, r e p r e s e n t i n g 
2.3% (by sherd number) or 2.1% (by sherd w e i g h t ) o f the 
t o t a l p o t t e r y r e c o v e r e d . These low f i g u r e s are taken 
t o r e f l e c t the area's documented use as a deer park 
d u r i n g the mediaeval p e r i o d . A l l are i n the 
Orangeware/Humberware r e g i o n a l f a b r i c t r a d i t i o n o f the 
t w e l f t h t o s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s (Watkins 1987, 8 2 f f , 
9 8 f f ) . 

Post-mediaeval p o t t e r y ( d e f i n e d here as p o t t e r y o f the 
p e r i o d £. 1485 - c. 1850) was r e p r e s e n t e d by 56 sherds, 
w e i g h i n g 1498 grams, i_.e_. 25.8% (by sherd number) or 
37.0% (by sherd w e i g h t ) o f the t o t a l assemblage. A 
d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s o f these wares i s not presented here, 
and i t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o note t h a t the m a j o r i t y f a b r i c s 
were e i g h t e e n t h - and n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Brown Glazed 
Coarseware and Late Humberware (Watkins 1987, 115-117, 
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106), the two dominant l a t e post-mediaeval r e g i o n a l 
coarsewares. The o n l y sherd o f i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t was 
a sherd o f i m p o r t e d seventeenth- or e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
Westerwald stoneware from F i e l d 4 (Watkins 1987, 139-
140). The main post-mediaeval f a b r i c s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
o f the p e r i o d c. 1485 - c. 1700 (e . g . C i s t e r c i a n Ware, 
Raeren and Frechen/Cologne stonewares, and Ryedale Ware 
- Watkins 1987, 114, 138, 139, 113-114) are absent, and 
once a g a i n t he documented h i s t o r y o f the farm seems to 
be r e f l e c t e d i n the p o t t e r y types recovered, t h e r e 
b e i n g almost n o t h i n g which need have been d e p o s i t e d 
b e f o r e c. 1731. 

I t w i l l be seen from Table 3.5 t h a t the g r e a t m a j o r i t y 
o f t he post-mediaeval p o t t e r y (96.5%) was recovered 
from F i e l d s 1 , 4, and 3, perhaps i n d i c a t i n g d i s p e r s a l 
o f midden m a t e r i a l onto a r a b l e f i e l d s c lose t o the 
farmhouse i t s e l f . The s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o s t -
mediaeval p o t t e r y around F i e l d 1 ( f i g . 3.24) i s 
e s s e n t i a l l y s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f the RB m a t e r i a l , l y i n g 
t o the so u t h and south-west and i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 
t h i s i l l u s t r a t e s a s i m i l a r s e t o f c o n s t r a i n t s upon 
a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e i n b o t h p e r i o d s , the westernmost 
p a r t o f t h e f i e l d - w a l k e d area ( F i e l d s 5-7) remaining 
more s u i t a b l e f o r woodland and p a s t u r e u n t i l r e l a t i v e l y 
r e c e n t times ( f i g s . 3.24, 3.31). There does not seem t o 
be any s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n a l s i m i l a r i t y 
c o u l d be t h e r e s u l t o f a modern p a t t e r n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
c o n s t r a i n t s s i n c e the a g r i c u l t u r e p r a c t i s e d on the farm 
i s e s s e n t i a l l y s i m i l a r from f i e l d t o f i e l d . The major 
d i f f e r e n c e between the p o t t e r y d i s t r i b u t i o n from a 
s i m i l a r focus i n the two p e r i o d s i s t h a t most o f F i e l d 
3 ( i . e . t h a t p a r t l y i n g t o the south o f the o l d hedge-
l i n e marked on f i g . 3.26) i s dev o i d o f post-mediaeval 
p o t t e r y and was p o s s i b l y p a s t u r e r a t h e r than a r a b l e ; 
t h a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n had changed by the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 

-251-



c e n t u r y i s evidenced by the v a s t amounts o f n i g h t - s o i l 
m a t e r i a l o f t h a t date found on the f i e l d (see below), 
m a t e r i a l which c o u l d o n l y have been d e p o s i t e d on a r a b l e 
l a n d . 

[Table 3.6 shews mediaeval and post-medieval p o t t e r y as 
a p r o p o r t i o n o f the t o t a l p o t t e r y c o l l e c t e d from each 
f i e l d ] . 

3. I r o n Age and Romano-British m a t e r i a l 

The remainder o f the m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d ( w i t h the 
e x c e p t i o n o f l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - t o e a r l y t w e n t i e t h -
c e n t u r y p o t t e r y d e r i v i n g from n i g h t - s o i l d i s p o s a l on 
F i e l d 3 - see below) i s o f l a t e p r e h i s t o r i c or Romano-
B r i t i s h d a t e , or i s u n a s c r i b e d t o a c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
p e r i o d . Much o f the p o t t e r y r e c o v e r e d was v e r y abraded 
or had been s u b j e c t t o " s a n d - a t t a c k " . D e t a i l e d f a b r i c 
d e s c r i p t i o n was f e l t t o be i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r such a 
body o f m a t e r i a l a t t h i s stage i n the p r o j e c t , and 
would have been too time-consuming t o undertake. The 
approach adopted, t h e r e f o r e , was t o group m a t e r i a l i n t o 
f a b r i c c a t e g o r i e s o f v a r y i n g degrees o f c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . These are d e s c r i b e d below: 

F a b r i c c a t e g o r y A: 

T h i s c o n s i s t s o f Roman greywares i n f a b r i c - t y p e s i n use 
i n the r e g i o n from the e a r l y t o m i d - t h i r d c e n t u r y 
onwards, i_.£. they are b r o a d l y comparable t o Holme-on-
Sp a l d i n g Moor ("Throlara") f a b r i c s , though i t i s not 
suggested t h a t t h e y are a l l p r o d u c t s o f t h a t i n d u s t r y . 
The commonest v e s s e l form i n t h i s f a b r i c i s the 
s t r a i g h t - s i d e d f l a n g e d bowl; a l t h o u g h a v a i l a b l e i n the 
N o r t h from £. A.D. 180, i n b o t h BB and greywares 
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( G i l l a m 1973, 59-60), i t i s not u n t i l the m i d - t h i r d 
c e n t u r y t h a t the form becomes t r u l y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
East Y o r k s h i r e and East Midlands assemblages. 

F a b r i c Category B: 

This i s a s o f t t o f a i r l y h a r d f a b r i c , v e r y dark grey t o 
b l a c k , f r e q u e n t l y w i t h an o x i d i s e d ( b u f f or brownish) 
e x t e r i o r s u r f a c e . I t i s l i b e r a l l y tempered w i t h i l l -
s o r t e d a n g u l a r g l a s s y q u a r t z , from sand-grain s i z e up 
to £. 5 mm, and/or b l o c k y a n g u l a r sandstone fragments 
up t o £. 8 mm, the l a t t e r o f t e n e x t r u s i v e on the 
sherd's e x t e r i o r f a c e . The temper i s set i n a f a i r l y 
f i n e , c l o s e - b o d i e d m a t r i x . Body sherds are g e n e r a l l y 
over 10 mm, and up t o 13 mm, t h i c k , and shew no 
evidence o f wheel c o n s t r u c t i o n . No rims i n t h i s f a b r i c 
were r e c o v e r e d , b u t i t s g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s suggest 
a l a t e r I r o n Age d a t e , b e i n g comparable w i t h f a b r i c s 
p r e s e n t a t Chapel Farm, Weel ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.2), 
Salthouse High School, H u l l ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.1) and North 
Cave ( s e c t i o n 2.2.4). For a ba s a l angle i n t h i s 
f a b r i c , see f i g . 3.32, no. 3. 

F a b r i c c a t e g o r y C: 

T h i s c a t e g o r y i n c l u d e s a l l v e s i c u l a r , hand-made wares, 
t h e o r i g i n a l temper o f which has been leached out by 
a c i d ground c o n d i t i o n s or usage. Ĉ  denotes l a t e 
f o u r t h - c e n t u r y H u n t c l i f f ware, and C2 v e s i c u l a r 
handmade wares which v e s s e l form or s u b j e c t i v e 
a p p r a i s a l suggest are o f l a t e l A or e a r l y RB date . C 
by i t s e l f denotes v e s i c u l a r wares which can not be 
pl a c e d w i t h c o n f i d e n c e w i t h i n the l a t e l A t o RB p e r i o d . 
Two handmade j a r s i n c a t e g o r y Ĉ  are shewn i n f i g . 
3.32, nos 1 and 2. 
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F a b r i c c a t e g o r y D: 

Th i s i s a broad g r o u p i n g o f wheelmade RB grey and 
o x i d i s e d wares i n f a b r i c s which do not f i t c a t e g o r i e s 
A, C , or the named RB f a b r i c s l i s t e d below. Although 
t h e y p r o b a b l y i n c l u d e some wares contemporary w i t h 
c a t e g o r y A, th e y a r e g e n e r a l l y s a n d i e r f a b r i c s ( o f the 
Roxby type - Rigby and Stead 1976, 1 3 8 f f ) , i n c l u d i n g 
d a r k - f a c e d r e d - b o d i e d wares, which tend t o be 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the second c e n t u r y i n the r e g i o n . 

Named Roman f a b r i c s : 

I n a d d i t i o n t o Holme upon S p a l d i n g Moor greywares and 
H u n t c l i f f Ware, the f o l l o w i n g named f a b r i c s were 
r e c o g n i s e d : Crambeck greyware, Nene V a l l e y c o l o u r -
coated ware. A s m a l l number o f C e n t r a l G a u l i s h samian 
fragments was found d u r i n g g e n e r a l survey o f F i e l d 1 , 
b u t none d u r i n g l i n e - w a l k i n g . None o f the m o r t a r i a has 
y e t been a s c r i b e d t o a source. 

"RB/PH" and U n c l a s s i f i e d 

Sherds which c o u l d n o t w i t h c e r t a i n t y be a s c r i b e d t o a 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d , b u t which were f e l t d e f i n i t e l y t o 
be Romano-British or e a r l i e r were c a t e g o r i s e d as RB/PH. 
The remainder were d e s i g n a t e d " u n c l a s s i f i e d " . I t w i l l 
be seen from the p o t t e r y data t a b l e s f o r each f i e l d 
( Tables 3.14-3.20) t h a t b o t h these c a t e g o r i e s 
f r e q u e n t l y e x h i b i t e d low average sherd w e i g h t , a f a c t o r 
w h i c h , t o g e t h e r w i t h poor c o n d i t i o n , i s c l e a r l y o f 
importance i n d e t e r m i n i n g d i a g n o s i s . 

The b a s i c ceramic data f o r the farm as a whole, and f o r 
each f i e l d - w a l k e d area w i t h i n i t , are presented i n 
Tables 3.5-3.20, and i n f i g s . 3.25-3.31, below. Before 
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p r o c e e d i n g t o an a n a l y s i s o f the r e s u l t s , the work 
unde r t a k e n i n each f i e l d , w i t h f a c t o r s o f importance t o 
i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , i s d e s c r i b e d below: 

F i e l d 1 

The a e r i a l photographs o f F i e l d 1 have a l r e a d y been 
d e s c r i b e d . F u l l i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s l a r g e f i e l d 
(40.64 acres/16.3 ha.) was p r e c l u d e d by l a c k o f b o t h 
p e r s o n n e l and t i m e . 

The f i e l d was i n i t i a l l y s u b j e c t e d t o g e n e r a l survey on 
t h r e e occasions i n the autumn and w i n t e r o f 1984/1985. 
Each sherd r e c o v e r e d was l o c a t e d i n r e l a t i o n t o a f i x e d 
p o i n t u s i n g tapes and magnetic compass and then p l o t t e d 
onto a l a r g e s c a l e map o f the f i e l d ( f i g . 3.25). This 
e x e r c i s e suggested t h a t resources would best be devoted 
t o sampling t h e e a s t e r n t w o - t h i r d s o f the f i e l d by 
l i n e - w a l k i n g . Most o f the p o t t e r y belonged t o the 
t h i r d and f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s , and Table 3.21 shews the 
a n a l y s i s o f p o t t e r y c o l l e c t e d i n t h i s way i n 1984. I n 
the l i g h t o f t h i s e x e r c i s e a b l o c k o f l a n d o f 14.06 
acres/5.69 ha. was s e l e c t e d f o r l i n e - w a l k i n g the 
f o l l o w i n g season (shewn on f i g s 3.30, 3.31), t h i s work 
b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n i n November 1985 when the l a n d was 
under an autumn-sown c e r e a l c r o p . The f a b r i c types 
r e c o v e r e d d u r i n g t h i s e x e r c i s e are presented i n Table 
3.14. The work was undertaken by o n l y t h r e e walkers 
and t h e r e was i n s u f f i c i e n t time a v a i l a b l e t o s u b - d i v i d e 
the l i n e s , which would have made a more d e t a i l e d 
s p a t i a l a n a l y s i s p o s s i b l e . However, as a l r e a d y s t a t e d , 
the aim o f the work on t h i s f i e l d was i n i t i a l l y t o 
d etermine t h e e x t e n t and date-range o f m a t e r i a l being 
r e l e a s e d from the p l o u g h s o i l , not t o r e l a t e i t t o 
groups o f f e a t u r e s v i s i b l e on the APs. The 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o t t e r y by l i n e i s shewn on f i g . 3.27. 
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I t was a l s o t h e i m p r e s s i o n o f the walkers t h a t t h e r e 
was an o v e r a l l i n c r e a s e i n p o t t e r y d e n s i t y w i t h i n each 
l i n e , w i t h the b u l k o f the p o t t e r y recovered coming 
from the second h a l f o f the l i n e - w a l k e d area. To check 
t h i s i m p r e s s i o n , l i n e s 1-3 were re-walked i n January 
1987, each l i n e b e i n g s u b d i v i d e d i n t o s e c t i o n s o f 30m 
( f i g . 3.30) l a b e l l e d A t o G. As f i g . 3.28 shews, t h i s 
assumption was c o n f i r m e d , and i t would thus seem t h a t 
the g r e a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l on the 
s i t e are l o c a t e d i n the s o u t h - e a s t e r n q u a r t e r o f the 
modern f i e l d , where, as a l r e a d y n o t e d , t h e r e are c l e a r 
i n d i c a t i o n s o f trackways w i t h f l a n k i n g e n c l o s u r e s . I t 
was a l s o i n t h i s area t h a t a s m a l l number o f undoubted 
t e g u l a fragments were r e c o v e r e d , and t h a t a ch a l k 
s c a t t e r a p p a r e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a l o c a l i s e d h i g h -
d e n s i t y sherd d i s t r i b u t i o n was observed ( f i g . 3.25). 

F i e l d s 2-6 

A l l these f i e l d s were l i n e - w a l k e d a t c. 10m i n t e r v a l s 
i n the w i n t e r o f 1984-5 when under autumn-sown c e r e a l 
c r o p s . P r e l i m i n a r y survey o f these f i e l d s had 
suggested t h a t r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l amounts o f m a t e r i a l 
were l i k e l y t o be i n v o l v e d , and a d e c i s i o n was 
t h e r e f o r e taken a t the o u t s e t t o r e c o r d the approximate 
p o s i t i o n o f each sherd w i t h i n i t s l i n e by a n n o t a t i n g 
the o u t s i d e o f the c o l l e c t i o n bag. This subsequently 
enabled maps shewing the " r e a l " ( s h e r d by sherd) 
d i s t r i b u t i o n o f v a r i o u s c l a s s e s o f m a t e r i a l t o be 
prep a r e d , as w e l l as contoured s h e r d - d e n s i t y maps u s i n g 
the g r i d - g e n e r a l i s a t i o n technique ( O r t o n 1980, 124-127, 
see d i s c u s s i o n b e l o w ) . 

The o n l y one o f these f i e l d s t o y i e l d l a r g e amounts o f 
m a t e r i a l was F i e l d 3, where l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y p o t t e r y , g l a s s and o t h e r a r t e f a c t s 
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were so u b i q u i t o u s as t o crunch under f o o t . This 
m a t e r i a l u ndoubtedly d e r i v e s from the d i s p o s a l of H u l l 
n i g h t - s o i l on the farms and market-gardens o f the 
Cottinghara area, a t r a f f i c which had begun by c. 1750 
and which c o n t i n u e d as l a t e as 1934, when conve r s i o n 
from e a r t h - t o w a t e r - c l o s e t systems i n the c i t y was 
f i n a l l y completed ( G i l l e t t and MacMahon 1980, 201, 381-
382). A l t h o u g h RB greywares stood out c l e a r l y among 
t h i s m a t e r i a l , i t was f e l t t h a t i t might "mask" such 
types as c o l o u r - c o a t e d , o x i d i s e d and samian wares where 
i n e x p e r i e n e c d w a l k e r s were concerned and they were 
t h e r e f o r e i n s t r u c t e d t o c o l l e c t a l a r g e and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e sample o f such m a t e r i a l from each l i n e 
i n o r d e r t o c o u n t e r a c t t h i s . 

F i e l d 3 was walked i n east-west l i n e s , s t a r t i n g i n the 
n o r t h o f the f i e l d . As the s o u t h e r n f i e l d - b o u n d a r y was 
approached the number o f lA/RB sherds per l i n e suddenly 
rose from £. 1-3 t o £. 5-12, and an a p p a r e n t l y d i s c r e t e 
h i g h d e n s i t y area l y i n g s l i g h t l y t o the n o r t h and west 
o f the c e n t r e o f the boundary was e a s i l y l o c a t e d by 
random f i e l d - w a l k i n g ( f i g s . 3.26, 3.29, 3.30, 3.31). 
I n the w i n t e r o f 1985-6 a g r i d measuring 70ra x 40m, and 
s u b - d i v i d e d i n t o 10m squares, was l a i d i n t h i s area. 
Each square was walked 5 times on each a x i s , 
boustrophedon f a s h i o n , i n o r d e r t o ensure c l o s e 
coverage and t o minimise the e f f e c t s o f l i g h t 
d i r e c t i o n on r e c o v e r y r a t e . The o p p o r t u n i t y was taken 
t o examine the e x t e n t t o which r e c o v e r y r a t e was 
improved by w a l k i n g b o t h axes by r e c o r d i n g m a t e r i a l 
from each a x i s s e p a r a t e l y ; i t may be noted here t h a t 18 
o f the 58 sherds reco v e r e d ( o r 31%) were found on the 
second t r a v e r s e o f the g r i d squares, i..£. c r o s s w a l k i n g 
r e s u l t e d i n a 45% i n c r e a s e i n r e c o v e r y r a t e , d e s p i t e 
what c o u l d have been regarded as the c l o s e coverage 
ensured by w a l k i n g on a s i n g l e a x i s . M a t e r i a l from 
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t h i s s c a t t e r i s d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r below, where i t i s 
r e f e r r e d t o as the " F i e l d 3 g r i d d e d s c a t t e r " . 

I t s h o u l d be noted t h a t ceramic data f o r F i e l d 5 and 
p a r t o f F i e l d 6 are p r e s e n t e d t o g e t h e r i n the t a b l e s . 
Only a s i n g l e sherd o f p o t t e r y was found i n F i e l d 6 
west o f t h e p o i n t a t which the s o u t h e r n f i e l d boundary 
makes a sharp t u r n t o the south ( f i g . 3.23), the l a n d 
becoming n o t i c e a b l y more heavy west o f the F i e l d 5/6 
boundary. The " F i e l d 5/6" data should t h e r e f o r e be 
t a k e n as r e f e r r i n g t o F i e l d 5 and an area o f £. 75 x 
150m o f the e a s t e r n end o f F i e l d 6. 

F i e l d 7 

T h i s area was s u b j e c t e d t o g e n e r a l survey o n l y . As 
a l r e a d y n o t e d , i t was heavy l a n d on which t h e r e was an 
almost complete absence o f m a t e r i a l o f any p e r i o d . 

D i s c u s s i o n 

The f i e l d - w a l k e d lA/RB m a t e r i a l i s discussed below, 
f i r s t i n terms o f d a t e , and then o f s p a t i a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

P o t t e r y suspected o f b e i n g I r o n age or e a r l y Romano-
B r i t i s h i n the " n a t i v e " t r a d i t i o n ( F a b r i c c a t e g o r i e s B 
and C ) accounts f o r o n l y 7.1% (by no. o f sherds) or 
7.0% (by sherd w e i g h t ) o f the t o t a l p r e h i s t o r i c , RB and 
u n c l a s s i f i e d p o t t e r y recovered by l i n e - w a l k i n g (Tables 
3.9 and 3.10b). Expressed as percentages o f the t o t a l 
p o t t e r y r e c o v e r e d by l i n e - w a l k i n g these f i g u r e s f a l l t o 
5.1% and 4.1% (Table 3.10a). As a l r e a d y noted, the 
o n l y drawable sherd i n F a b r i c B was a b a s a l angle 
from the F i e l d 3 " g r i d d e d s c a t t e r " . The o n l y drawable 
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forms i n F a b r i c were a l s o recovered from the F i e l d 3 
g r i d d e d s c a t t e r , n o t by l i n e - w a l k i n g , and are shewn i n 
f i g . 3.32, nos 1 and 2. These t h r e e vessels are 
c a t a l o g u e d and d i s c u s s e d below. I t should be noted 
t h a t b o t h F a b r i c C v e s s e l s are drawn from s m a l l s i n g l e 
sherds and t h a t r i m diameter and o r i e n t a t i o n are f a r 
from c e r t a i n . 

3.32.1 Small j a r . F a b r i c c a t e g o r y C^. H a n d - b u i l t , 
but t h e r e are b r o a d l y spaced and i r r e g u l a r marks on the 
i n t e r i o r which might be r i l l marks, i n which case i t 
c o u l d have been w h e e l - f i n i s h e d . S o f t , soapy t e x t u r e d , 
v e s i c u l a r ware, dark greyish-brown t h r o u g h o u t . 
Moderate i l l - s o r t e d v o i d s i n the 0,5 t o 10.0 mm range, 
most £. 1.0-2.0 mm. Carbonised d e p o s i t s on e x t e r i o r 
r i m and shoulder.The u p r i g h t , s l i g h t l y e v e r t e d , f l a t -
topped r i m and s l a c k shoulder c o u l d p l a c e t h i s v e s s e l 
i n a broad d a t e b r a c k e t e i t h e r s i d e o f the Roman 
conquest. At N o r t h Cave ( s e c t i o n 2.2.4, Didsbury i n 
prep.) i t might be expected t o occur from the pre-Roman 
"roundhouse" phase ( n o t y e t c l o s e l y dated but p r o b a b l y 
second t o f i r s t c e n t u r y B.C.) u n t i l a t l e a s t the end o f 
the f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D. At l e a s t one s i m i l a r v e s s e l 
occurs a t Salthouse High School ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.1, v. 
C h a l l i s and Harding 1975, i i , f i g . 4 1 , no. 6 ) , and 
t h e r e i s a c l o s e f o r m a l p a r a l l e l from West Furze 
( C h a l l i s and H a r d i n g 1975, i i , f i g . 38, n o . 5 ) , the 
l a t t e r b e i n g regarded by C h a l l i s and Harding (o£. c i t . , 
96) as b e l o n g i n g t o the t h i r d o f t h e i r t h r e e "major 
r i m - f o r m s o f l a t e I r o n Age Y o r k s h i r e " . 

3.32.2 Jar o f s i m i l a r s i z e t o 3.32.1, above. 
F a b r i c c a t e g o r y Ĉ * C o n s t r u c t i o n method not apparent. 
The f a b r i c i s s i m i l a r i n c o l o u r a t i o n and g e n e r a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , b u t i s somewhat h a r d e r , though s t i l l 
e a s i l y s c r a t c h e d w i t h the f i n g e r - n a i l . I t i s a l s o 
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s l i g h t l y s a n d i e r i n the p a s t e , and the v o i d s are sparse 
t o moderate and do not exceed c. 1.5 mm. A s i m i l a r 
s tubby, s q u a r i s h bead r i m w i t h " i n t e r n a l b evel a l s o 
occurs a t Salthouse High School ( C h a l l i s and Harding 
1975, i i , f i g . 4 1 , no. 2 ) , and the r e l a t i v e f i n e n e s s o f 
the f a b r i c might a l s o suggest a " l a t e " d a t e . 

3.32.3 Basal a n g l e , diameter unmeasurable. F a b r i c 
c a t e g o r y B. H a n d - b u i l t . Very dark grey f a b r i c w i t h 
brown e x t e r i o r s u r f a c e on w a l l and p a r t s o f the under-
base. F a i r l y h a r d sandy m a t r i x w i t h b l o c k y sandstone 
( ? ) i n c l u s i o n s c. 3mm and a rounded dark pebble 
i n c l u s i o n o f s i m i l a r s i z e , the former e x t r u s i v e through 
the o u t e r face o f the p o t . 

I t w i l l be seen from Table 3.12 t h a t the p u t a t i v e l A 
m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d by l i n e w a l k i n g has a range o f values 
between 0.17 and 0.42 sherds per h e c t a r e per l i n e -
walked area, these low values c o n t r a s t i n g s h a r p l y w i t h 
the range o f 0.57 t o 8.08 sherds per h e c t a r e d i s p l a y e d 
by t he Romano-British m a t e r i a l . Average sherd-weights 
o f t h e l A f a b r i c s are on the whole comparable w i t h 
those o f the Romano-British f a b r i c s , except i n the case 
o f F i e l d 1 (T a b l e s 3.13 and 3.14), where they are 9.0 
and 20.2 grams r e s p e c t i v e l y ; the l A value f o r t h i s 
f i e l d r e p r e s e n t s o n l y a s i n g l e sherd, however. 

F i g . 3.30 ( a ) shews the s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f F a b r i c 
B sherds, t e n t a t i v e l y regarded as o f I r o n Age d a t e . I t 
w i l l be seen t h a t l i n e - w a l k i n g a t 10m i n t e r v a l s 
r e v e a l e d no focus t o t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n ; f i g . 3.30 (b) 
( i n s e t ) shews the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f F a b r i c B sherds as 
recove r e d by g r i d d e d w a l k i n g from w i t h i n the F i e l d 3 
g r i d d e d s c a t t e r , and may suggest t h a t t h i s was the 
c e n t r e f r o m which a t l e a s t some o f the f a b r i c B sherds 
were b e i n g d i s p e r s e d . The f a b r i c B d i s t r i b u t i o n 
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suggests e i t h e r t h a t i t s use predates the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f the F i e l d 1 s e t t l e m e n t focus o r , perhaps e q u a l l y 
l i k e l y , t h a t t h e s i n g l e sherd o f t h i s category from 
F i e l d 1 was r e s i d u a l i n a t h i r d - or f o u r t h - c e n t u r y 
l a y e r , deeper s t r a t a b e i n g as y e t untouched by the 
plo u g h . 

T u r n i n g t o c o n s i d e r t he date o f the RB p o t t e r y , the 
dat a r e l a t i n g t o F a b r i c c a t e g o r i e s A ( p r o b a b l y c. mid-
t h i r d t o l a t e r f o u r t h c e n t u r y ) and D ( i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
much second-century m a t e r i a l ) r e v e a l s t h a t the m a j o r i t y 
o f the p o t t e r y now on the s u r f a c e dates from the second 
h a l f o f the Roman p e r i o d : Table 3.12 shews t h a t over 
the whole f i e l d - w a l k e d area F a b r i c A occurs a t 2.1 
sherds per h e c t a r e , compared t o 0.57 per h e c t a r e f o r 
F a b r i c D. There i s no f i e l d - w a l k e d area where F a b r i c A 
i s n o t i n t h e m a j o r i t y (as percentage o f sherd 
numbers) except f o r F i e l d s 5/6, where A and D sherds 
are e q u a l l y r e p r e s e n t e d . F i e l d s 5/6 are a l s o the o n l y 
area where F a b r i c D i s i n the m a j o r i t y c a l c u l a t e d by 
sherd w e i g h t (Tables 3.14-3.20). Category D sherds 
d i s p l a y a s l i g h t l y h i g h e r average sherd weight over the 
whole area ( T a b l e 3.13), p r o b a b l y due t o the coarse 
q u a r t z sand te m p e r i n g employed i n many o f them. 

There i s d e f i n i t e evidence o f mid- t o l a t e f o u r t h -
c e n t u r y a c t i v i t y , r e p r e s e n t e d by H u n t c l i f f ware ( F a b r i c 
c a t e g o r y CI) ^^i^ Field 1 , where i t amounts t o 8.2% 
- 10.2% (by sherd number) o f t h e t o t a l pre-mediaeval 
and u n c l a s s i f i e d p o t t e r y (Tables 3.14 and 3.19), though 
i t s h o u l d be no t e d t h a t some o f the u n c l a s s i f i e d 
v e s i c u l a r body sherds from F i e l d 3 may belong t o 
H u n t c l i f f types (Tables 3.16 and 3.20). 

We may move now t o c o n s i d e r the s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
the l A and RB m a t e r i a l . 
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Table 3.22 shews the d e n s i t y o f a l l lA/RB sherds per 
0.25 ha i n each l i n e - w a l k e d area. These f i g u r e s r e l a t e 
t o l i n e - w a l k e d m a t e r i a l o n l y , and are a simple 
e x p r e s s i o n o f "area d i v i d e d by number o f sherds". 
Since t h e areas walked are a r b i t r a r y u n i t s o f v a r y i n g 
s i z e , d e t e r mined by modern f i e l d boundaries, they would 
be o f l i m i t e d use by themselves; they do, however, shew 
h i g h v a l u e s i n areas where a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t i s e i t h e r 
known from AP coverage ( F i e l d 1) or can be suggested by 
more d e t a i l e d f i e l d w o r k ( F i e l d 3 ) . 

A more u s e f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f lA/RB p o t t e r y 
d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the f i e l d s s o u t h and west o f the F i e l d 
1 s e t t l e m e n t complex i s shewn i n f i g . 3.31, which 
c o n t o u r s sherd d e n s i t y i n u n i t s o f 0.25 t o 5.0 sherds 
per 0.25 ha. I t was i m p o s s i b l e t o draw such contours 
f o r F i e l d 1 i t s e l f . The r a t i o between o v e r a l l d e n s i t y 
v a l u e (Table 3.22) and h i g h e s t contour value ( f i g . 
3.31) i n the case o f F i e l d 3 makes i t p l a u s i b l e to 
suggest, however, t h a t t h e r e w i l l be p a r t s o f F i e l d 1 
where a s i m i l a r c o n tour map based on l i n e - w a l k i n g a t 
10m i n t e r v a l s would shew v a l u e s w e l l i n excess o f 5 
sherds per 0.25 ha, and p o s s i b l y more than 10 sherds 
per 0.25 ha. I t i s c l e a r , i n any case, t h a t t h e r e i s a 
r a p i d f a l l - o f f i n sherd d e n s i t y t o the south and west 
o f the F i e l d 1 s e t t l e m e n t f o c u s , and t h i s i s p o s s i b l y 
t o be i n t e r p r e t e d as r e f l e c t i n g the d i s p o s a l o f midden 
m a t e r i a l c o n t a i n i n g p o t t e r y from the s e t t l e m e n t onto 
a r a b l e f i e l d s . I f t h i s is^ the case, then i t i s not 
r e f l e c t e d i n lower average sherd w e i g h t s i n F i e l d s 2, 
4, 5/6, as might perhaps have been expected (Table 
3.13). Whatever t h e types o f land-use i n v o l v e d , i t can 
be s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s an area o f a t l e a s t 65.24 
acres/26.4 ha. t o the south o f the F i e l d 1 s e t t l e m e n t 
complex which i s c h a r a c t e r i s e d by a low d e n s i t y (0.25-
1.0 sherd per 0.25 ha) d i s t r i b u t i o n o f lA/RB p o t t e r y . 
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Only F i e l d s 6 and 7, o f the t o t a l area i n v e s t i g a t e d , 
y i e l d e d no p o t t e r y a t a l l , and t h i s may be taken i n 
s u p p o r t o f t h e c o n t e n t i o n , a l r e a d y mooted, t h a t these 
areas remained as u n c u l t i v a t e d woodland not c l e a r e d 
u n t i l the post-mediaeval p e r i o d . F u r t h e r work t o a l l o w 
c o n t o u r i n g o f the F i e l d 1 d i s t r i b u t i o n , and 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f o t h e r f i e l d s t o n o r t h , east and south 
o f F i e l d 1 i s o b v i o u s l y d e s i r a b l e . 

One o f the most i n t e r e s t i n g and p r o m i s i n g r e s u l t s o f 
the l i n e w a l k i n g i s the f a c t t h a t i t enabled a second, 
s m a l l e r , focus o f a c t i v i t y t o be recognised towards the 
s o u t h e r n boundary o f F i e l d 3, c. 0.8 kms from the 
c e n t r e o f the F i e l d 1 complex, and not i t s e l f known 
from a e r i a l photographs. This i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n f i g . 
3.31 by a d e n s i t y o f 5.0 sherds per 0.25 ha. Contour 
maps o f the p o t t e r y d i s t r i b u t i o n and d e n s i t y i n t h i s 
s c a t t e r were prepared a f t e r i t had been walked on a 10m 
g r i d (see above), and these show a d i s c r e t e h i g h 
d e n s i t y d i s t r i b u t i o n (2.5-7.5 sherds per 100 m , or 25-
100 grams per 100 m2) i n an area a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50m x 
30m, or 0.37 acres/0.15 ha. ( f i g s 3.26, 3.29). I t i s 
i m p o s s i b l e t o suggest a t p r e s e n t what has g i v e n r i s e t o 
the h i g h d e n s i t y i n t h i s area, but i t i s a t l e a s t 
p l a u s i b l e t o suggest t h a t a s e t t l e m e n t area not 
r e v e a l e d by a e r i a l photography i s i n v o l v e d . I t i s 
proposed t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s f u r t h e r by g e o p h y s i c a l 
survey i n coming seasons. I t i s a l s o i m p o s s i b l e at 
p r e s e n t t o know whether t h i s i s an o u t l y i n g element o f 
the F i e l d 1 s e t t l e m e n t , or whether i t "belonged" t o a 
d i f f e r e n t socio-economic u n i t . Once ag a i n , 
f i e l d w a l k i n g which might l o c a t e o t h e r d i s c r e t e f o c i o f 
a c t i v i t y around the AP s i t e would be most v a l u a b l e . 

I t w i l l be n o t e d t h a t t he F i e l d 3 g r i d d e d s c a t t e r 
c o n t a i n s h i g h percentages o f what are taken t o be 
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e a r l i e r RB and l A f a b r i c s ( c a t e g o r i e s D and B) as w e l l 
as t h i r d - t o f o u r t h - c e n t u r y greywares ( c a t e g o r y A) 
[Ta b l e 3 . 2 0 ] , and i t has a l r e a d y been suggested t h a t i t 
may have been the c e n t r e from which F a b r i c B sherds 
were d i s p e r s e d . An l A or e a r l y RB component among the 
v e s i c u l a r wares (Category C) i s suggested by the r i m 
forms a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d ( f i g . 3.32). I t may 
t e n t a t i v e l y be suggested t h a t t h i s s c a t t e r r e p r e s e n t s 
a c t i v i t y / o c c u p a t i o n l a s t i n g from the lA i n t o the l a t e r 
RB p e r i o d , though whether or not i t was u n - i n t e r r u p t e d 
i s i m p o s s i b l e t o say. To examine t h i s h y p o t h e s i s 
f u r t h e r , t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f each f a b r i c c a tegory was 
contour-mapped s e p a r a t e l y , by b o t h number and weight o f 
sherds ( f i g . 3.29, a - k ) . I t w i l l be seen t h a t a l l 
c a t e g o r i e s , d e s p i t e s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t o r i e n t a t i o n o f 
t h e i r c o n t o u r s , occur i n a s i m i l a r area and a l s o have 
t h e i r h i g h e s t v a l u e s around a s i m i l a r p o i n t . A 
comparison o f the maximum values o f the two most 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e c a t e g o r i e s (B and A) shews 
th e p u t a t i v e l A f a b r i c h a v i n g a maximum d e n s i t y o f 1.25 
sherds or 17 grams per 100 ra'^, compared w i t h 3.25 
sherds or 29 grams per 100 m̂  f o r the l a t e r RB 
greywares. These f i g u r e s may be i n t e r p r e t e d i n v a r i o u s 
ways: t h e y may r e f l e c t an i n c r e a s e i n p o t t e r y use 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d r e p r e s e n t e d , d i f f e r e n t r u b b i s h 
d i s p o s a l methods, or the f a c t t h a t p l o u g h - d i s t u r b a n c e 
o f e a r l i e r d e p o s i t s i s n o t y e t so f a r advanced as i n 
the case o f t h e l a t e s t o c c u p a t i o n l a y e r s . However t h i s 
may be, the two f a c t s o f importance are the s i m i l a r i t y 
i n s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n and the f a c t t h a t t h i s i s the 
o n l y area so f a r examined where m a t e r i a l o f l A t o l a t e r 
RB date occurs i n a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s c l e a r t h a t i n 
t h i s area t h e r e i s a d i s t u r b a n c e o f l A d e p o s i t s which 
i s n o t i n evidence i n F i e l d 1, a f a c t which may be of 
r e l e v a n c e i n e x p l a i n i n g why the F i e l d 3 s c a t t e r has not 
been r e c o r d e d on APs. 
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C o n c l u d i n g remarks 

Work t h a t remains t o be done a t Burn Park i n c l u d e s a 
g r i d d e d f i e l d w a l k o f the F i e l d 1 complex i n r e l a t i o n t o 
a c c u r a t e cropmark p l o t s , as w e l l as ge o p h y s i c a l survey 
o f the F i e l d 3 g r i d d e d s c a t t e r . The work a l r e a d y 
u n d e r t a k e n , however, should serve as a f i r m base from 
which t o examine a much l a r g e r area by s u r f a c e methods. 
I t i s so f a r the o n l y such work t o have been undertaken 
on and around a cropmark s i t e o f the lA/RB p e r i o d i n 
the lower H u l l v a l l e y , and the h i e r a r c h y o f 
f i e l d w a l k i n g methods employed, r a n g i n g from random 
survey t o c l o s e l y g r i d d e d c o l l e c t i o n , has y i e l d e d a 
body o f data which should prove i n v a l u a b l e i n 
resp o n d i n g t o and i n t e r p r e t i n g o t h e r such s i t e s i n the 
st u d y area. The d e n s i t i e s o f sherd d i s t r i b u t i o n i n a 
s u b s t a n t i a l t r a c t o f l a n d around one cropmark s i t e are 
now known f o r the f i r s t t i m e , and i t w i l l be 
i n s t r u c t i v e t o see i f t h i s proves t o be a t y p i c a l 
p a t t e r n on the t i l l and g r a v e l s or whether a v a r i e t y of 
f a l l - o f f p a t t e r n s w i l l suggest d i f f e r e n c e s i n land-use. 
The l a t e date o f most o f the p o t t e r y on the F i e l d 1 
cropmark complex i t s e l f suggests t h a t plough damage on 
t h i s s i t e a t l e a s t i s s t i l l n ot too f a r advanced, 
though whether t h i s w i l l prove t o be l o c a l l y t y p i c a l 
a g a i n remains t o be seen. Not l e a s t among the 
p r o j e c t ' s r e s u l t s , perhaps, has been i t s c o n f i r m a t i o n 
t h a t f o c i o f a c t i v i t y n o t r e v e a l e d by a e r i a l survey can 
be l o c a t e d by the k i n d o f f i e l d w o r k d e s c r i b e d , and i n 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g once a g a i n t h a t AP evidence i s an almost 
wasted r e s o u r c e i f i t i s n o t t o be s u b j e c t e d t o a 
v a r i e t y o f s u r f a c e responses. 

[Tables 3.5 - 3.22 b e g i n on t h e f o l l o w i n g page]. 
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TABLE 3.5 Mediaeval and post-mediaeval p o t t e r y as 
percentages o f the t o t a l p o t t e r y from each l i n e - w a l k e d 
area. 

F i e l d T o t a l T o t a l Mediaeval Post-med 
sherds w t ( g . ) no. wt. no. wt 

1 67 1405 2 71 16 371 
2 10 143 1 3 1 53 
3 70 1024 1 6 9 186 
4 38 1027 1 3 29 895 

5/6 30 333 - _ 1 3 
Mediaeval Post-mediaeval 

% by no. % by wt. % by no. % by wt. 
1 3.0 5.1 23.9 26.4 
2 10.0 2.1 10.0 37.1 
3 1.4 0.6 12.9 18.2 
4 2.6 0.3 76.3 87.1 

5/6 - 3.3 0.9 

TABLE 3.6 Mediaeval and post-mediaeval p o t t e r y i n 
each area as percentages o f the t o t a l mediaeval and 
post -mediaeval p o t t e r y from the farm. [ T o t a l mediaeval 
= 5 sherds, 83 g.; t o t a l p ost-mediaeval = 56 sherds. 
1498 g. ] . 

F i e l d Mediaeval Post -mediaeval 
% by no. % by wt. % by no % by wt. 

1 40.0 85.5 28.6 24.8 
2 20.0 3.6 1.8 3.5 
3 20.0 7.2 16.1 12.5 
4 20.0 3.6 51.8 59.1 

5/6 - 1.8 0.2 
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TABLE 3.7 Average sherd w e i g h t s o f mediaeval and 
post-mediaeval p o t t e r y ( g . ) . 

F i e l d : 1 2 3 4 5/6 Whole Area 
Med: 35 .5 3.0 6.0 3.0 — 16. 6 
P/med: 23 .2 53.0 20.7 30.9 3.0 26. 9 

TABLE 3.8 Sherds per h e c t a r e o f mediaeval and post-
mediaeval p o t t e r y . 

F i e l d : 1 2 3 4 5/6 Whole Area 
Hectares: 5.69 5.39 10.97 6.49 9.42 37.95 
Med: 0.35 0.20 0.10 0.15 - 0.13 
P/med: 2.82 0.20 0.82 4.47 0.10 1.48 

TABLE 3.9 P r e h i s t o r i c , RB and u n c l a s s i f i e d sherds, 
Number and wei g h t (grams) per area. 

F i e l d : 1 2 3 4 5/6 Whole Area 
P e r i o d n wt n wt n wt n wt n wt n wt 
BA _ - - - _ _ 1 2 7 - - 1 2 7 
l A 1 9 2 22 3 69 1 8 4 55 11 163 
RB 46 929 3 54 53 725 5 92 12 211 119 2011 
RB/PH - - 2 8 2 17 - - 10 53 14 78 
UNCL. 2 25 1 3 2 21 1 2 3 11 9 62 
T o t a l s 49 963 8 87 60 832 8 129 29 330 154 2341 
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TABLE 3.10 C h r o n o l o g i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p r e -
mediaeval p o t t e r y per l i n e - w a l k e d area. As % by sherd 
no. and sherd wt o f : a) t o t a l p o t t e r y per area, b) 
t o t a l pre-mediaeval and u n c l a s s i f i e d p o t t e r y per area. 

a) 
F i e l d : 1 2 3 
Pe r i o d % (no) % ( w t ) % (no) % ( w t ) % (no) % ( w t ) 
BA - - - - - — 

l A 1.5 0.6 20.0 15.4 4.3 6.7 
RB 68.6 66.1 30.0 37.8 75.7 70.8 
RB/PH - - 20.0 5,6 2.9 1.7 
UNCL. 3.0 1.8 10.0 2.1 2.9 2.1 
T o t a l s 73.1 68.5 80.0 60.9 85.8 81.3 

F i e l d 4 5/6 Whole area 
BA 2.6 2.6 - - 0.5 0.7 
l A 2.6 0.8 13.3 16.5 5.1 4.1 
RB 13.2 9.0 40.0 63.4 55.3 51.1 
RB/PH - - 33.3 15.9 6.5 2.0 
UNCL. 2.6 0.2 10.0 3.3 4.2 1.6 
T o t a l s 21.0 12.6 96.6 99.1 71.6 59.5 
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b) 
F i e l d : 1 2 3 
Pe r i o d % (no) % ( w t ) % (no) % Cwt) % (no) % ( w t ) 
BA - - — 

l A 2.0 0.9 25.0 25.9 5.0 8.3 
RB 93.9 96.5 37.5 62.1 88.3 87.1 
RB/PH - - 25.0 9.2 3.3 2.0 
UNCL. 4.1 2,6 12.5 3.4 3.3 2.5 
T o t a l s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.6 99.9 99.9 

F i e l d 4 5/6 Whole area 
BA 12.5 20.9 - - 0.6 1.2 
l A 12.5 6.2 13.8 16.7 7.1 7.0 
RB 62.5 71.3 41.4 63.9 77.3 85.9 
RB/PH - - 34.5 16.1 9.1 3.3 
UNCL. 12.5 1.6 10.3 3.3 5.8 2.6 
T o t a l s 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 100.0 
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TABLE 3.11 T o t a l s , by weight and number per 
l i n e w a l k e d area, o f : a) a l l p o t t e r y , b) mediaeval and 
post-mediaeval p o t t e r y , c) p r e h i s t o r i c , RB and 
u n c l a s s i f i e d p o t t e r y . 

F i e l d ; 5/6 Whole area 
a) A l l p e r i o d s 

no 67 10 70 38 30 
wt 1405 143 1024 1027 333 

215 
3932 

b) Mediaeval/post-mediaeval 
no 18 2 10 30 1 61 
wt 442 56 192 898 3 1591 

c) Pre-mediaeval and u n c l a s s i f i e d 
no 49 8 60 8 29 154 
wt 963 87 832 129 330 2341 

TABLE 3 .12 Sherds per h e c t a r e o f main l A and RB 
f a b r i c types i n each f i e l d w a l k e d area. 

F i e l d : 1 2 3 4 5/6 Whole area 
Hectares : 5.69 5.39 10.97 6.49 9.42 37.95 

RB: 

Fab. A 5.09 0.57 3.46 0.62 0.64 2.1 
Fab. D 1.58 - 0.54 0.15 0.64 0.57 
A l l RB 8.08 0.57 4.84 0.77 1.28 3.14 

l A 

Fab. B 0.17 0.37 0.27 0.15 0.32 0.27 
A l l IA 0.17 0.37 0.27 0.15 0.42 0.30 
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TABLE 3.13 Average sherd w e i g h t s o f s e l e c t e d l A and 
RB f a b r i c c a t e g o r i e s per l i n e w a l k e d area (grams). 

F i e l d : 1 2 3 4 5/6 Whole area 
RB; 

Fab. A 20.3 18.0 11.9 19.3 13.2 15.6 
Fab. D 16.8 - 16.7 15.0 22.0 18.1 
A l l RB 20.2 18.0 13.7 18.4 17.6 16.9 

l A 

Fab. B 9.0 11.0 23.0 8.0 16.3 15.7 
A l l l A 9.0 11.0 23.0 8.0 13.8 14.8 
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TABLES 3 o l 4 - 3 o l 8 Basic data F i e l d s 1 - 6 , a l l p r e -
mediaeval and u n c l a s s i f i e d f a b r i c c a t e g o r i e s , [N,B, 
the "% by no." and "% by wt" columns c o n t a i n two se t s 
o f f i g u r e s - the f i r s t i s as a percentage o f a l l 
p o t t e r y from t he f i e l d , the second ( b r a c k e t e d ) i s as a 
percentage o f a l l p o t t e r y e x c l u d i n g mediaeval and p o s t -
mediaeval sherds. ASW = average sherd w e i g h t ] . 

TABLE 3 . 1 4 F i e l d 1 

T o t a l sherds 6 7 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 4 9 ) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 1 4 0 5 g. ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 9 6 3 g.) 

F a b r i c No, Wt % by no o % by wt ASW 

M 

Fab. A 29 589 43 ,3(59 .2) 41,9(61.2) 20. 3 
Fab. D 9 151 13 .4(18 .4) 10.7(15.7) 16. 8 
Fab, 5 85 7 ,5(10 .2) 6.0(8.8) 17. 0 
Crambeck 
greyware 1 18 1 ,5 (2 .0) 1,3(1,9) 18. 0 
Col,-c o a t 1 16 1 ,5 (2 ,0) 1,1(1.7) 16. 0 
M o r t a r i a 1 70 1 ,5 (2 ,0) 5.0(7.3) 70, 0 
T o t a l RB 46 929 68 .6(93 .9) 66,1(96,5) 20. 2 

LA 

Fab, B 1 9 1 ,5 (2 ,0) 0.6 (0.9) 9, 0 
T o t a l l A 1 9 1 .5 (2 .0) 0.6 (0.9) 9. 0 
Unclass, 2 25 3 .0 (4 .1) 1,8 (2,6) 12, 5 
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TABLE 3,15 F i e l d 2 

T o t a l sherds 10 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 8) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 143 g, ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 87 g.) 

F a b r i c 

RB 

NOo Wt % b y no. % b y wt ASW 

Fab, A 3 54 30,0(37.5) 37,8(62.1) 18,0 
T o t a l RB 3 54 30.0(37.5) 37,8(62,1) 18,0 

l A 

Fab, B 2 22 20.0(25.0) 15,4(25,9) 11.0 
T o t a l l A 2 22 20.0(25.0) 15,4(25,9) 11.0 

RB/PH 

Unclass. 3 11 30,0(37,5) 7,7(12.6) 7,0 
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TABLE 3.16 F i e l d 3 

T o t a l sherds 70 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 60) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 1024 g. ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 832 g.) 

F a b r i c No. Wt % by no. % by wt ASW 

RB 

Fab. A 38 451 54.3(63.3) 44.0(54.2) 11.9 
Fab. D 6 100 8.6(10.0) 9.8(12.0) 16.7 
Fab. C 4 65 5.7 (6.7) 6.3 (7.8) 16.3 
Crambeck 
greyware 2 59 2 . 9 ( 3 . 3 ) 5 . 8 ( 7 . 1 ) 2 9 . 5 
C o l . - c o a t 3 50 4.3 (5.0) 4.9 (6.0) 16.7 
T o t a l RB 53 725 75.7(88.3) 70.8(87.1) 13.7 

l A 

Fab. B 3 69 4.3 (5.0) 6.7 (8.3) 23.0 
T o t a l l A 3 69 4.3 (5,0) 6.7 (8.3) 23.0 

RB/PH 2 17 2.9 (3.3) 1.7 (2.0) 8.5 
Unclass. 2 21 2.9 (3.3) 2.1 (2.5) 10.5 
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TABLE 3,17 F i e l d 4 

T o t a l sherds 38 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 8) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 1027 g, ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 129 g.) 

F a b r i c No, Wt % by no, 

RB 

Fab,A 4 77 10,5 (50,0) 7.5 (59.7) 19,3 
Fab.D 1 15 2.6 (12.5) 1.5 (11.6) 15.0 
T o t a l RB 5 92 13.2 (62,5) 9,0 (71,3) 18,4 

l A 

Fab.B 1 8 2,6 (12,5) 0,8 (6.2) 8,0 
T o t a l l A 1 8 2.6 (12.5) 0.8 (6.2) 8.0 

BA 1 27 2,6 (12,5) 2,6(20.9) 27.0 
Unclass. 1 2 2.6 (12.5) 0.2 (1.6) 2.0 
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TABLE 3.18 F i e l d 5/6 

T o t a l sherds 30 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 29) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 333 g. ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 330 g.) 

F a b r i c No. Wt % by no. % by wt ASW 

RB 

Fab. A 6 79 20 .0(20.7) 23.7(23.9) 13.2 
Fab.D 6 132 20 .0(20.7) 39.6(40.0) 22.0 
T o t a l RB 12 211 40 .0(41.4) 63.4(63.9) 17.6 

l A 

Fab.B 3 49 10. 0(10.3) 14.7(14.8) 16.3 
Fab. 1 6 3. 3 (3.4) 1.8 (1.8) 6.0 
T o t a l l A 4 55 13. 3(13.8) 16.5(16.7) 13.8 

RB/PH 10 53 33. 3(34.5) 15.9(16.1) 5.3 
Unclass. 3 11 10. 0(10.3) 3.3 (3.3) 3.7 
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TABLE 3.19 F i e l d 1 (1987. "Sub-divided l i n e " walk, 
L i n e s 1 - 3 ) . 

T o t a l sherds 52 ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 49) 
T o t a l w e i g h t 775 g. ( A d j u s t e d t o t a l 750 g.) 

F a b r i c No. Wt % by no. % by wt ASW 

RB 

Fab. A 26 460 50 .0(53.1) 59.4(61.3) 17.7 
Fab.D 7 71 13 .5(14.3) 9.2 (9.5) 10.1 
Fab.C^ 4 60 7 .7 (8.2) 7.7 (8.0) 15.0 
Col.-coat 1 2 1 .9 (2.0) 0.3 (0.3) 2.0 
M o r t a r i a 1 45 1 .9 (2.0) 5.8 (6.0) 45.0 
T o t a l RB 39 638 75 .0(79.6) 82.3(85.1) 16.4 

LA 

Fab.C 8 83 15 4(16.3) 10.7(11.1) 10.4 
Unclass. 2 29 3 8 (4.1) 3.7 (3.9) 14.5 
Post-med. 3 25 0. 1 ( - ) 3.2 ( - ) 8.3 
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TABLE 3.20 F i e l d 3 "Gridded S c a t t e r " 

T o t a l sherds 58 
T o t a l w e i g h t 616 g. 
(No mediaeval or post-mediaeval p o t t e r y p r e s e n t ) 

F a b r i c No. Wt 

RB 

/o uy wt 

Fab. A 21 185 36.2 30.0 8.8 
Fab.D 10 143 17.2 23.2 14.3 
T o t a l A+D 31 328 53.4 53.2 10.6 

l A 

Fab.B 12 151 20.7 24.5 12.5 

lA/RB 

Fab.C 15 137 25.9 22.2 9.1 
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TABLE 3,21 F i e l d 1 , A n a l y s i s o f p o t t e r y c o l l e c t e d by 
"g e n e r a l survey" i n 1984, 

T o t a l no. o f sherds 46 T o t a l weight o f p o t t e r y 896 g. 

F a b r i c no. wt 

N e o l i t h i c 1 6 2.17 

la uy wt 

0.67 

ASW 

6.0 
l A Fab.B 1 5 2.17 0.56 5.0 
l A Fab.C^ 1 8 2.17 0.89 8.0 
RB/PH 4 27 8.69 3.01 6.8 
RB Fab.A 14 282 30.43 31.47 20.1 
RB Fab.C^ 7 215 15.21 24.00 30.7 
RB Fab.D 4 46 8.69 5.13 11.5 
Samian 4 8 8,69 0.89 2.0 
Crambeck 
greyware 2 101 4.35 11,27 50.5 
Mediaeval 4 89 8.69 9.93 22.3 
Post-med 3 105 6.52 11.72 35.0 
Unclass. 1 4 2.17 0.45 4.0 

TABLE 3.22 O v e r a l l d e n s i t i e s o f l A and RB sherds per 
0.25 h e c t a r e i n each f i e l d w a l k e d area. 

F i e l d Sherds per 0,25 h e c t a r e 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5/6 

2,15 
0,23 
1,28 
0.23 
0.42 
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3.2.3 S e t t l e m e n t east o f the R i v e r H u l l 

3.2.3.1 General survey 

This s e c t i o n surveys b r i e f l y t he evidence f o r RB 
s e t t l e m e n t on the n o n - a l l u v i a l areas east o f the River 
H u l l , i^.e. upon the t i l l and g l a c i a l sand/gravel 
d e p o s i t s o f w e s t e r n Holderness. I t i s f o l l o w e d by a 
s i t e s p e c i f i c s t u d y o f High Eske Farm (G.161, s e c t i o n 
3.2.3.2). 

The topography o f the area has a l r e a d y been discussed 
i n Chapters 1 and 2 and i t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t here t o 
remind o u r s e l v e s o f the main d i f f e r e n c e between t h i s 
landscape and t h a t west o f the r i v e r , namely t h a t i t 
p r e s e n t s a much more complex combi n a t i o n o f s u r f a c e 
g e o l o g i e s , a p a r t i a l l y eroded m o r a i n i c landscape o n l y 
the h i g h e s t p a r t s o f which p r o t r u d e above the d e p o s i t 
o f p o s t - g l a c i a l e s t u a r i n e a l l u v i u m . Only s m a l l areas 
o f g r a v e l occur w i t h i n the s t u d y area east o f the 
r i v e r , and t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o compare i n s i z e w i t h the 
e x t e n s i v e Cottingham/Woodmansey and L e c o n f i e l d g r a v e l 
d e p o s i t s on the west. ( E x t e n s i v e d e p o s i t s do, however, 
occur j u s t t o the n o r t h o f the study area i n 
Brandesburton and Leven p a r i s h e s ) . These more coarse-
t e x t u r e d d e p o s i t s are a l s o d i s t i n g u i s h e d on the 
G e o l o g i c a l Survey D r i f t Sheet (Sheet 72, 1909) as 
g l a c i a l "sands and g r a v e l s " , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from the g l a c i a l " d r y c h a l k v a l l e y " and 
" t e r r a c e " g r a v e l s west o f t h e r i v e r . 

The c o n s t r a i n t s upon AP survey i n t h i s landscape have 
a l s o a l r e a d y been d i s c u s s e d ( 1 . 4 . 3 ) . Most o f the AP 
s i t e s l i e t o the n o r t h o f the study area, l i t t l e a e r i a l 
survey h a v i n g taken p l a c e b e f o r e the t i l l i s l a n d o f 
Sutton/Wawne was developed as h o u s i n g e s t a t e s i n the 
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1960s and 1970s. Of the API and AP2 s i t e s shewn on 
f i g . 3.1 two main c l u s t e r s may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d : 
f i r s t l y , t h e r e are t h r e e areas o f trackway, d i t c h and 
e n c l o s u r e systems s i t e d c l o s e t o the banks o f the 
Lambwath Stream i n S k i r l a u g h and Swine p a r i s h e s (G.147, 
151, 154) which have a l r e a d y been a l l u d e d t o i n 
d i s c u s s i o n o f the nearby square barrow cemetery (G.152, 
s e c t i o n 2.3.1); secondly, t h e r e i s a group o f s i x s i t e d 
on and around two sand and g r a v e l d e p o s i t s i n Routh and 
Wawne p a r i s h e s (G.132-134, G.173-174). These are of 
e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n t h a t they appear t o shew 
s e t t l e m e n t e x t e n d i n g o f f the sand/gravel onto 
s u r r o u n d i n g a l l u v i u m and t i l l (see Gazetteer f o r 
L o u g h l i n ' s assumption o f i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
these s e t s o f f e a t u r e s ) and i t may thus be t h a t here we 
can see s e t t l e m e n t o f lA/RB date e x p l o i t i n g the 
economic advantages o f t h r e e d i f f e r e n t s u r f a c e 
g e o l o g i e s . Surface f i e l d w o r k designed t o t e s t whether 
lA/RB o c c u p a t i o n i s i n f a c t the case a t s i t e s such as 
G.132, G.134 and the a l l u v i a l p a r t o f G.173, and hence 
whether the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t i n t h i s area was 
manageable a t t h i s p e r i o d , c o u l d p r o f i t a b l y be 
u n d e r t a k e n . 

M a t e r i a l f i n d s and excavated f e a t u r e s from the t i l l 
areas east o f the r i v e r are few but o f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
i n t e r e s t . The c o n t i n u i n g o c c u p a t i o n o f the 
Sutton/Wawne i s l a n d o f h i g h e r r e l i e f ( a t the southern 
end o f which was l o c a t e d the l a t e l A / e a r l y RB 
s e t t l e m e n t o f Salthouse High School) i s evidenced by 
the 12 metre l e n g t h o f d i t c h c o n t a i n i n g t h i r d - c e n t u r y 
( ? ) p o t t e r y excavated by Peter Armstrong d u r i n g road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n on the Bransholme e s t a t e i n 1975 (G.86). 
Other i n d i c a t i o n s o f RB s e t t l e m e n t i n the v i c i n i t y were 
r e p o r t e d by workmen, and two s m a l l f i n d s have been 
r e p o r t e d t o H u l l Museum from the c l a y s n o r t h o f the 
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s i t e , a s e s t e r t i u s o f Marcus A u r e l i u s (G.87) and a 
de c o r a t e d l e a d s p i n d l e w h o r l (G.176). 

Occupation o f the t i l l i s l a n d s c l o s e t o the r i v e r i n 
T i c k t o n p a r i s h i s shewn by f i e l d w a l k e d assemblages from 
Chapel Farm, Weel, a l r e a d y discussed (G.159, s e c t i o n 
2.3.2.2) and High Eske Farm, where a c o i n o f Septimius 
Severus r e p o r t e d t o H u l l Museums l e d t o f i e l d w a l k i n g by 
the a u t h o r which l o c a t e d a t h i r d — t o f o u r t h — c e n t u r y 
s e t t l e m e n t s i t e d i s c u s s e d i n s e c t i o n 3.2.3.2 (G.160, 
161), Small amounts o f RB p o t t e r y are a l s o recorded 
from mediaeval s i t e s i n P a u l l , Swine and Wawne pa r i s h e s 
(G.128, 153 and 202), a phenomenon a l r e a d y noted on the 
west bank ( s e c t i o n 3.2.2). The p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the 
blade o f a g l a d i u s may have been found i n H a t f i e l d 
p a r i s h (G.59) i s i n t r i g u i n g , b u t the records r e l a t i n g 
t o t h e f i n d a re o f l i t t l e v a l u e i n e n a b l i n g the m a t t e r 
t o be pursued f u r t h e r . 

The r e m a i n i n g f i n d s from the area are a l l c o i n hoards 
(G. 150, 155, 156, 175, 201 and, p o s s i b l y , 207). A l l 
these hoards are from Swine p a r i s h except f o r G.175, 
which i s from the n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r i s h o f Wawne, and 
G.201, which i s from the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t a t S u t t o n , 
now w i t h i n the H u l l c i t y boundary, b u t i s discussed i n 
t h i s s e c t i o n f o r t he sake o f completeness ( f u l l d e t a i l s 
o f a l l hoards are g i v e n i n the g a z e t t e e r ) . There are 
complete c o i n l i s t s , r ecorded t o modern standards, o f 
o n l y two hoards (G. 155 and 201) and we o n l y know the 
t o t a l c o i n numbers o r i g i n a l l y d e p o s i t e d i n the case o f 
G. 150, 155 and, p o s s i b l y , 175, The hoards, as 
re c o r d e d , appear t o i n v o l v e two d i s t i n c t p e r i o d s o f 
d e p o s i t i o n , A n t o n i n e (G.175 and 156) and C o n s t a n t i n i a n 
(G.150, 155 and 201). The l a t t e r a re l a r g e bronze and 
s i l v e r - w a s h e d bronze hoards {c. 1500 and 3100 coins 
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . Both were b u r i e d i n c o n t a i n e r s , t h a t o f 
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G.155 shewn i n f i g . -3.33. The Antonine hoards are 
e i t h e r d e n a r i i or a m i x t u r e o f d e n a r i i and s e s t e r t i i ; 
t h e y t e r m i n a t e w i t h c o i n s o f Marcus A u r e l i u s and 
F a u s t i n a J u n i o r and may r e p r e s e n t a r e a c t i o n t o the 
sharp d e c l i n e i n the s i l v e r c o n t e n t o f the d e n a r i u s 
from t h e r e i g n o f Marcus onwards (Casey 1980, 54). B i 
m e t a l l i c hoards are u n u s u a l , i f n o t r a r e , b u t are n o t 
y e t f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d . The hoard i n q u e s t i o n (G.156) 
a p p a r e n t l y ( W h i t i n g 1969, 75) comes from the same farm 
as t h e l a r g e r o f the two C o n s t a n t i n i a n hoards (G.155), 
but i t s d i s c o v e r y i n 1940, by Thomas Sheppard, i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by an u n f o r t u n a t e d e a r t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n . 
Taken as a whole, the i n t e r e s t o f these hoards l i e s i n 
t h e s i m p l e f a c t t h a t they demonstrate the e x i s t e n c e , i n 
what u n t i l r e c e n t l y would have been regarded as a 
m a r g i n a l s e t t l e m e n t area, o f i n d i v i d u a l s or communities 
a b l e t o b u r y r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e sums o f money, or numbers 
o f c o i n s , from t h e mid-second t o the m i d - f o u r t h 
c e n t u r y . (The p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e o f G.201 i s 
d i s c u s s e d i n s e c t i o n 3.3.3, b e l o w ) . 

The r e s t o f t h i s d i s c u s s i o n o f s e t t l e m e n t east o f the 
r i v e r i s devoted t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f f i e l d - w a l k e d 
m a t e r i a l from High Eske Farm (G.160 - 161). 

3-2.3.2 A f o u r t h - c e n t u r y o c c u p a t i o n s i t e a t High Eske 
Farm (G.161) 

[ T h i s s e c t i o n i s a m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n o f a paper which 
w i l l appear as an appendix t o a documentary and 
f i e l d w o r k survey o f the DMV o f Eske by Barbara E n g l i s h 
and K e i t h M i l l e r . The p o s i t i o n o f the s i t e , on t i l l 
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c l o s e t o the east bank o f the Riv e r H u l l , i s shewn on 
f i g , 3 ,34], 

I n 1984, a Roman c o i n supposed t o have been found a t 
High Eske Farm was i d e n t i f i e d a t H u l l Museums as a 
de n a r i u s o f Septimius Severus (G,160). Subsequently, 
on t h r e e occasions i n the w i n t e r s o f 1985/6 and 1986/7, 
the a u t h o r undertook s u r f a c e f l e l d w o r k a t High Eske and 
Eske Manor farms t o e s t a b l i s h whether t h e r e was o t h e r 
evidence o f Romano-British a c t i v i t y t h e r e . 

On t h e f i r s t v i s i t , s i x f i e l d s were assessed f o r t h e i r 
f i e l d w a l k i n g p o t e n t i a l by g e n e r a l , "haphazard", survey 
( f i g . 3,35) b u t o n l y one o f them ( F i e l d 3, f i g . 3,36) 
y i e l d e d more than a h a n d f u l o f sherds, and the author 
was a b l e t o r e c o r d a s c a t t e r o f l a t e RB grey and 
parchment wares c e n t r e d on TA 06084335. Most o f the 
subsequent work was devoted t o c o l l e c t i o n o f m a t e r i a l 
from t h i s f i e l d . 

Sampling s t r a t e g y was determined by the l i m i t e d number 
o f w a l k e r s a v a i l a b l e (maximum t h r e e ) and the v a r y i n g 
c o n d i t i o n o f the f i e l d s u r f a c e . The f i e l d , whose l o n g 
a x i s l i e s e a s t t o west on the h i g h b o u l d e r c l a y between 
t h e two farms, was a c c o r d i n g l y d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y equal s e c t o r s ( f i g . 3.36), w i t h i n which 
m a t e r i a l was c o l l e c t e d by thorough b u t e s s e n t i a l l y 
random f i e l d w a l k i n g . A t o t a l o f 148 sherds o f p o t t e r y , 
w e i g h i n g 2473 grams, was c o l l e c t e d from the f i e l d , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h worked f l i n t , c l a y p i p e s , b r i c k and t i l e . 

D e s p i t e t he weathered c o n d i t i o n o f some o f the p o s t -
Roman m a t e r i a l , i t proved p o s s i b l e t o c a t e g o r i s e most 
sherds i n terms o f named f a b r i c s , u s i n g as a b a s i s f o r 
t h i s the H u l l p o t t e r y t y p e - s e r i e s f o r m u l a t e d by Gareth 
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Watkins (Watkins 1987). Groups o f f a b r i c s were then 
a s s i g n e d t o p e r i o d s ( f i g . 3.37) designed t o r e f l e c t the 
main ceramic developments i n the r e g i o n . The method i s 
a r e f i n e m e n t o f t h a t developed f o r a n a l y s i s o f the 
Chapel Farm, Weel assemblage ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.2) and t h _ 
p r i n c i p a l f a b r i c s assigned t o each c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d 
are summarised b r i e f l y below. F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n on 
these f a b r i c s may be found i n Watkins 1987, Watkins 
1989, and Didsbury and Watkins 1990. 

P e r i o d Date Main f a b r i c s assigned 

I I I 850-1100 Torksey-type wares 

IV 1100-1200 Bev e r l e y ( F a b r i c 1) 

V 1200-1350 Bev e r l e y ( F a b r i c 2) r e g i o n a l l y 
dominant f i n e w a r e . 
Coarse Sandy co o k i n g - p o t s . 

V I 1350-1500 Humberwares r e g i o n a l l y dominant. 
Siegburg stoneware. 

V I I 1500-1700 Ryedale Ware. 
C i s t e r c i a n and Black Wares. 
Raeren stoneware. 
Beauvais s l i p w a r e s . 

V I I I 1700-1988 E n g l i s h s a l t - g l a z e d stoneware. 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e s l i p w a r e s . 
Brown-glazed Coarseware. 
Late Humberwares. 
F a c t o r y white-wares. 

F u r t h e r , g r i d d e d , f i e l d w a l k i n g i s planned f o r t h i s 
f i e l d b u t i t i s f e l t t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g m a t e r i a l 
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assemblage i s l a r g e enough t o warrant l i m i t e d 
q u a n t i f i e d a n a l y s i s , and t o enable some i n t e r i m 
o b s e r v a t i o n s on the f i e l d ' s past usage t o be made. 
These are pre s e n t e d i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l order below, 
r e f e r e n c e t o m a t e r i a l from o t h e r f i e l d s b e ing made 
where necessary. 

1. P r e h i s t o r i c 

P r e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l was r e p r e s e n t e d o n l y by worked 
f l i n t , c o n v i n c i n g examples o f which were recovered o n l y 
from F i e l d 3. Given t he d i f f e r e n t i a l coverage o f areas 
walked, i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o say t h a t p r e h i s t o r i c 
a c t i v i t y was r e s t r i c t e d t o t h i s h i g h e r ground, 
e s p e c i a l l y as the f l o r a l and f a u n a l resources o f the 
l o w - l y i n g c a r r s are l i k e l y t o have been o f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
i n t e r e s t t o e a r l y communities here. Of the eleven 
worked f l i n t s r e c o v e r e d , o n l y a " t h u m b n a i l " scraper i s 
a t a l l c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y d i a g n o s t i c . 

2. Romano-British 

Romano-British p o t t e r y was recove r e d from the e a s t e r n 
end o f F i e l d 3 i n 1985 ( F r e r e 1986, 386), the b u l k o f 
the m a t e r i a l seeming t o occur w i t h i n a 30 metre r a d i u s 
o f t he p o i n t marked on f i g . 3.36. I t w i l l be seen from 
f i g . 3.37 t h a t Romano-British p o t t e r y accounts f o r a 
g r e a t e r percentage o f t h e t o t a l from t he f i e l d than 
t h a t o f any o t h e r p e r i o d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 37.8% by sherd 
number, and 45.8% by sherd w e i g h t . A n a l y s i s o f the 
s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the m a t e r i a l shews t h a t i t 
occurs almost e x c l u s i v e l y i n the h i g h e s t , e a s t e r n , 
s e c t o r o f the F i e l d (Table 3.23), and a l t h o u g h d o w n h i l l 
s o i l - w a s h i n t o t h e l o w e r - l y i n g t r o u g h which forms the 
c e n t r a l s e c t o r o f the f i e l d may be a c t i n g t o p r o t e c t 
p o t t e r y - b e a r i n g f e a t u r e s such as d i t c h e s from plough 
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d i s t u r b a n c e , i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the observed east t o 
west f a l l - o f f o f ceramic m a t e r i a l r e f l e c t s an o r i g i n a l 
s i t u a t i o n . 

TABLE 3.23. S p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f m a t e r i a l o f 
p e r i o d s I , V I and V I I I compared. [No. o f sherds and 
percentage o f t o t a l ] . 

PERIOD WEST 

I 
[n=56] 4 [ 7.1%] 5 [ 8.9%] 

J t i A b i 

47 [83.9%] 

V I 
[n=32] 9 [28.1%] 1 [ 3.1%] 22 [68.8%] 

V I I I 
[n=26] 2 [ 7.7%] 11 [42.3%] 13 [50.0%] 

The d e n s i t y and g e n e r a l n a t u r e o f the Roman assemblage, 
i n c l u d i n g the l a r g e s i z e and r e l a t i v e l y f r e s h c o n d i t i o n 
o f many sherds, suggests t h a t i t d e r i v e s from an a c t u a l 
s e t t l e m e n t f o c u s , o r i t s p r i m a r y r u b b i s h d e p o s i t s , on 
the h i g h l a n d , r a t h e r than from manuring c a r r i e d out 
from a c e n t r e l o c a t e d elsewhere. Indeed, the average 
sherd-weight o f t h e Romano-British p o t t e r y as a whole 
(20.2 grams) i s exceeded o n l y by t h a t o f the most 
r e c e n t ceramic m a t e r i a l from the f i e l d ( P e r i o d V I I I , £. 
1700 onwards, 23 grams) which i n c l u d e s , as might be 
expected, v e r y l a r g e sherds o f heavy ve s s e l s such as 
V i c t o r i a n pancheons ( f i g . 3.38). I t w i l l be noted t h a t 
the average sherd-weight o f mediaeval and p o s t -
mediaeval p o t t e r y , much o f which i s l i k e l y t o d e r i v e 
f r o m r u b b i s h d i s p o s a l onto a r a b l e f i e l d s , i n c r e a s e s as 
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one approaches t he p r e s e n t day ( f i g . 3.38), whereas the 
average sherd o f Romano-British greyware ( a t 18.3 
grams) i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y h e a v i e r than the average sherd 
o f f o u r t e e n t h - t o s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Humberware (14.0 
grams), d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t the l a t t e r i s g e n e r a l l y a 
t h i c k e r , h a r d e r and denser, l e a d - g l a z e d f a b r i c 
d e p o s i t e d a f u l l m i l l e n n i u m e a r l i e r ( n = 34 f o r RB 
greywares, 29 f o r Humberware). 

A d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s o f the Roman p o t t e r y i s not 
pr e s e n t e d here but i t i n c l u d e s m o r t a r i a , Nene V a l l e y 
beakers and a f l a g o n , H u n t c l i f f ware and Crambeck grey 
and parchment wares, the b u l k o f the r e s t o f the 
coarsewares b e i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the Holme upon 
S p a l d i n g Moor i n d u s t r i e s o f the t h i r d and f o u r t h 
c e n t u r i e s A.D. Some o f the HOSM pro d u c t s may belong t o 
the second h a l f o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y , b u t i n essence 
the assemblage i s w h o l l y t y p i c a l o f the f o u r t h - c e n t u r y 
i n t h e r e g i o n , t h e H u n t c l i f f l i d - s e a t e d j a r s shewing 
a c t i v i t y c o n t i n u i n g i n t o the second h a l f o f the c e n t u r y 
and p o s s i b l y i n t o the e a r l y p a r t o f the f i f t h . A l l the 
above wares appear on r i p a r i a n s i t e s o f t h i s p e r i o d 
f u r t h e r downstream, such as Greylees Avenue (G.69, 
s e c t i o n 3.3.2) and Haworth H a l l (G.76, s e c t i o n 3.3.3) 
and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o r e f l e c t t h a t a l l o f them may 
have f i n i s h e d t h e i r j o u r n e y s from t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
p r o d u c t i o n c e n t r e s by r i v e r t r a n s p o r t a l o n g the Humber 
and/or t he H u l l . The e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t which i s 
evidenced a t t h e o t h e r s i t e s mentioned above i s not 
i n d i c a t e d i n t h i s assemblage. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 
e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t s h o u l d be sought elsewhere i n the 
v i c i n i t y , b u t i t shou l d a l s o be borne i n mind t h a t 
modern a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e may s i m p l y be d i s t u r b i n g , 
f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , o n l y t h e topmost l a y e r s o f d i t c h e s 
or y a r d s u r f a c e s , and t h a t e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l may be 
r e l e a s e d i n t o t h e plough s o i l i n due course. 
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On p r e s e n t evidence, i t does n o t appear t h a t the Roman 
s e t t l e m e n t extended eastwards across the modern road 
i n t o F i e l d 6, which y i e l d e d o n l y n i n e sherds t o random 
survey, f i v e o f them o f the e i g h t e e n t h t o t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r i e s , two o f the t h i r t e e n t h t o s i x t e e n t h 
c e n t u r i e s , and two u n c l a s s i f i e d . The ne a r e s t f i n d spot 
o f Roman m a t e r i a l l i e s d i r e c t l y across the R i v e r H u l l 
a t Arram grange (G.199, s e c t i o n 3.2.2), where the 
au t h o r d i s c o v e r e d sherds o f greyware i n December 1987, 

3. Saxon 

There i s no evidence o f a c t i v i t y r e s u l t i n g i n ceramic 
d e p o s i t i o n on the f i e l d between the end o f the Roman 
p e r i o d and Saxo-Norman ti m e s . I n view o f the f a c t t h a t 
h i g h s t a t u s s i t e s such as Lurk Lane, Beverley 
(Armstrong, Tomlinson and Evans 1989) were v i r t u a l l y 
aceramic t h r o u g h o u t t he Middle Saxon p e r i o d t h i s 
absence o f p o t t e r y s hould n o t be taken t o i m p l y an 
absence o f o c c u p a t i o n . 

Saxo-Norman m a t e r i a l i s r e p r e s e n t e d by t h r e e sherds o f 
Torksey-type ware, one o f them a d i a m o n d - r o u l e t t e d r i m . 
I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o da t e t he m a t e r i a l c l o s e l y w i t h i n 
t h e p e r i o d A.D. 850-1100. Another DMV w i t h a 
Scandinavian name which has r e c e n t l y y i e l d e d Saxo-
Norman p o t t e r y i n c l u d i n g Torksey ware as w e l l as l a t e 
RB wares i s t h a t o f Tranby, on the south-western 
f r i n g e s o f the v a l l e y (G.197). 

4. Mediaeval and Post-mediaeval 

A d e t a i l e d t r e a t m e n t o f m a t e r i a l from these p e r i o d s 
would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e h e r e . The main p o i n t o f 
i n t e r e s t l i e s i n the almost t o t a l break i n ceramic 
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d e p o s i t i o n on the f i e l d i n the s i x t e e n t h and 
s e v enteenth c e n t u r i e s . There i s n o t h i n g i n the 
m e dieval assemblages c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of e i t h e r 
o c c u p a t i o n or n i g h t - s o i l d e p o s i t s , and i t thus seems 
l i k e l y t h a t sherds o f these p e r i o d s l a r g e l y o r i g i n a t e 
from midden m a t e r i a l spread onto the l a n d i n the 
i n t e r e s t s o f a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e . I f t h i s i s so, then 
t h e r e i s a prima f a c i e case f o r s u s p e c t i n g t h a t such 
use o f t h e l a n d c h a r a c t e r i s e d the l a t e r mediaeval 
p e r i o d b u t not a s u b s t a n t i a l p o r t i o n o f the s i x t e e n t h 
and seventeenth c e n t u r i e s . Unless t h e r e was a change 
i n manuring p r a c t i c e d u r i n g the l a t t e r p e r i o d , which 
seems u n l i k e l y , the best e x p l a n a t i o n would seem t o be 
t h a t t h e l a n d was b e i n g put t o non-arable use d u r i n g 
t h i s p e r i o d , perhaps down t o p a s t u r e . Such change i n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l regime c o u l d be a t t e n d a n t upon the 
d e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e v i l l a g e and the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f 
i t s l a n d s ( t h o u g h the date a t which t h i s o ccurred i s 
u n c e r t a i n ) b u t i t might a l s o have been p a r t l y 
c o n d i t i o n e d by the s t a t e o f the s u r r o u n d i n g c a r r s , as 
has a l r e a d y been suggested i n the case o f Chapel Farm, 
Weel, where a p r e c i s e l y s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n was observed. 
St a n d i n g water i n the c a r r s may w e l l have made a r a b l e 
a g r i c u l t u r e l e s s a t t r a c t i v e than b e f o r e , even on the 
h i g h e r c l a y , by impeding r u n - o f f and making access more 
d i f f i c u l t . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , i t i s hoped t h a t the above a n a l y s i s 
shows the v a l u e o f s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k on such s i t e s , not 
o n l y f o r l o c a t i n g o c c u p a t i o n n o t r e v e a l e d by a e r i a l 
p hotography, but a l s o f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g past p a t t e r n s o f 
l a n d use. Chapel Farm and High Eske Farm suggest t h a t 
t h e b o u l d e r c l a y s on b o t h banks o f the H u l l , where 
a g r i c u l t u r e was p r o b a b l y o n l y v i a b l e i n the mediaeval 
p e r i o d because o f major d r a i n a g e work i n the c a r r s , 
c o u l d a l s o accommodate s e t t l e d p o p u l a t i o n s i n the l a t e 
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I r o n Age and Roman p e r i o d s . There i s , as y e t , no 
evidence f o r l a r g e - s c a l e RB dra i n a g e i n the c a r r s , but 
the low RB s e a - l e v e l s p o s t u l a t e d i n s e c t i o n 3.3.3 may 
have meant t h a t t h e i r c o n d i t i o n i n the Roman p e r i o d was 
l e s s o f a problem t o l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n s than a 
m i l l e n n i u m l a t e r . F u r t h e r work on s i m i l a r b o u lder c l a y 
s i t e s near the r i v e r w i l l be needed b e f o r e these 
p a t t e r n s can be und e r s t o o d . 

Thanks are due t o Mr Robert Byass, f o r p e r m i s s i o n t o 
c a r r y o u t t h i s work, and t o Messrs Bryan S i t c h and I a n 
C h o r l t o n , and Miss Diane Brown, w i t h o u t whom i t would 
have been i m p o s s i b l e . 

^•^ S e t t l e m e n t i n the a l l u v i a l areas o f the lower H u l l 
v a l l e y i n the Roman p e r i o d 

3.3.1 I n t r o d u c t i on 

S e c t i o n 3.3 c o n s i d e r s the evidence f o r s e t t l e m e n t on, 
and the u t i l i s a t i o n o f , the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t o f the 
lower H u l l v a l l e y i n the Roman p e r i o d . The p h y s i c a l 
o r i g i n o f t h i s d e p o s i t was discussed i n o u t l i n e i n 
s e c t i o n 1.2, above, and r e c e i v e s f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n i n 
3.3.3, below. 

The a u t h o r ' s i n t e r e s t i n these m a t t e r s began a f t e r he 
had worked on the e x c a v a t i o n o f RB d i t c h e s a t Greylees 
Avenue, H u l l (G.69), i n 1984, and arose out o f the need 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f o t h e r 
f i n d s o f Roman m a t e r i a l from the a l l u v i a l areas, 
n o t a b l y from w i t h i n the c i t y o f H u l l i t s e l f . This 
r e s e a r c h r e s u l t e d i n the c o m p i l a t i o n o f a g r e a t l y 
expanded data-base r e l a t i n g t o the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t ; 
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and a n a l y s i s o f the s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o f RB m a t e r i a l 
i n r e l a t i o n t o the h e i g h t o f the t i l l s u r f a c e b u r i e d 
beneath t h e a l l u v i u m , as w e l l as as t o what i s now 
known o f the ways i n which p o s t - g l a c i a l s e a - l e v e l s were 
r e - e s t a b l i s h e d , p r o v i d e d the t h e o r e t i c a l background 
a g a i n s t which i t c o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d . Greylees Avenue 
i s d i s c u s s e d i n s e c t i o n 3.3.2, below, w h i l e the 
c o m p i l a t i o n and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the new database i s 
d e a l t w i t h i n s e c t i o n 3.3.3. 

3.3.2 Excavations a t Greylees Avenue, H u l l (G.69) 

Greylees Avenue forms p a r t o f the Greenacres housing 
development, which l i e s a l o n g the west bank o f the 
R i v e r H u l l , i m m e d i a t e l y south o f the c i t y ' s n o r t h e r n 
boundary. The e s t a t e forms the l a s t s u b s t a n t i a l 
development o f " H u l l Bank" as a r e s i d e n t i a l area, 
c o m p l e t i n g a development process which began i n the 
e a r l y 1960s. B u i l d i n g on the west bank s i n c e 1984 has 
been m a i n l y c o n f i n e d t o the i n f i l l i n g o f s m a l l vacant 
p l o t s w i t h h o u s i n g (G.203, 205). 

Excavations on the s i t e i n q u e s t i o n were mounted by 
H u l l Museums, under the d i r e c t i o n o f David Crowther, 
a f t e r t h e d i s c o v e r y o f s u b s t a n t i a l amounts o f Roman 
p o t t e r y and animal bone i n the back garden o f No. 33 
Greylees Avenue by Mr G i l Smith, the f i r s t owner o f the 
new p r o p e r t y . 

The p o t t e r y was d i s c o v e r e d when Mr Smith began t o 
" d o u b l e - d i g " the garden i n or d e r t o bury a su r f a c e 
make-up o f s t e r i l e c l a y l e f t b ehind by the b u i l d i n g 
d e v e l o p e r s ; t h a t he was able t o r e c o g n i s e the m a t e r i a l 
as Roman was due e n t i r e l y t o the f o r t u i t o u s f a c t t h a t 
he had been a schoolboy v o l u n t e e r on e x c a v a t i o n s o f the 
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f o r t a t South S h i e l d s h a l f a c e n t u r y b e f o r e and had 
r e t a i n e d v i v i d i m p r e s s i o n s o f the appearance and " f e e l " 
o f samian ware. He r e p o r t e d h i s f i n d s t o H u l l Museums 
i n f a c e o f the amused i n c r e d u l i t y o f h i s w i f e and 
ne i g h b o u r s , and h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n was confirmed by 
Tim S c h a d l a - H a l l , then P r i n c i p a l Keeper. 

A f o r t n i g h t ' s e x c a v a t i o n t o i n v e s t i g a t e the n a t u r e o f 
the d e p o s i t s y i e l d i n g t h e p o t t e r y was subsequently 
c a r r i e d out by a team o f t h r e e , o f whom two, i n c l u d i n g 
the w r i t e r , were MSG p e r s o n n e l , i n February 1984. 
These e x c a v a t i o n s r e v e a l e d evidence o f a t l e a s t two 
d i t c h e s c o n t a i n i n g p o t t e r y d a t i n g from the f i r s t t o 
f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s A.D., animal bone, t i l e and a range o f 
m e t a l , g l a s s , and b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f 
the n e i g h b o u r i n g b u i l d i n g s i t e r e v e a l e d another d i t c h 
c o n t a i n i n g RB p o t t e r y jc. 30m north-west o f the s i t e 
( c o n t e x t 5) and suggested t h a t t h e excavated f e a t u r e s 
c o n s t i t u t e d o n l y elements o f a wide r regime o f l a n d 
management i n t h e v i c i n i t y . 

An i n t e r i m r e p o r t on the e x c a v a t i o n s (Crowther and 
Dids b u r y 1985) has a l r e a d y been p u b l i s h e d , but f u n d i n g 
t o enable f u l l p o s t - e x c a v a t i o n and p u b l i c a t i o n has not 
so f a r been a v a i l a b l e . The p r e s e n t w r i t e r c a r r i e d out 
a p r e l i m i n a r y survey o f the p o t t e r y i n 1984 and h i s 
d a t i n g has been c o n f i r m e d i n o u t l i n e by Val Rigby, who 
i n s p e c t e d the m a t e r i a l . The l a r g e amounts o f bone from 
the s i t e s t i l l a w a i t p r o f e s s i o n a l i n s p e c t i o n and should 
y i e l d i n v a l u a b l e evidence f o r the p r o d u c t i o n and 
consumption o f animal p r o d u c t s i n the a l l u v i a l zone; 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l samples l i k e w i s e a w a i t examination b u t i t 
i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t , a l t h o u g h i t may s t i l l be p o s s i b l e 
t o o b t a i n m a c r o - b o t a n i c a l data from them, they have 
a l r e a d y d e t e r i o r a t e d t oo f a r f o r i n s e c t remains t o be 
pre s e r v e d ( p e r s . comm., Pat Wagner). What f o l l o w s must 
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c l e a r l y be s e v e r e l y c o n s t r a i n e d by the l a c k o f p o s t -
e x c a v a t i o n a n a l y s i s so f a r undertaken. Despite such 
l i m i t a t i o n s , i t i s hoped t h a t the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n 
and d i s c u s s i o n o f the e x c a v a t i o n s w i l l serve t o 
i l l u s t r a t e the importance o f the s i t e f o r the study o f 
s e t t l e m e n t i n the a l l u v i a l area between the f i r s t and 
f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s A.D. 

1 . The s i t e i n i t s s e t t i n g . 

The s i t e l i e s between Im and 2m AOD, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300m 
t o the west o f the p r e s e n t meandering, embanked course 
o f the R i v e r H u l l . F i g . 3.39 shews the s i t e ' s l o c a t i o n 
i n r e l a t i o n t o f i n d s o f Roman m a t e r i a l i n the v i c i n i t y 
as known i n 1984, from the o n l y p u b l i s h e d source then 
a v a i l a b l e ( L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r 1979). 

The modern landscape t o the n o r t h o f the s i t e , which a t 
p r e s e n t remains f r e e o f urban development, c o n s i s t s o f 
an i n t e n s i v e l y d r a i n e d , l e v e l e x t e n t o f winter-sown 
a r a b l e i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h a c e r t a i n amount o f g r a s s l a n d 
used f o r p a s t u r e . The poor drainage p r o p e r t i e s o f the 
u n d e r l y i n g b o u l d e r c l a y g i v e r i s e t o ground-water g l e y 
t o p s o i l s devloped i n a l l u v i u m , the "Wallasea I " 
a s s o c i a t i o n o f the S o i l Survey o f England and Wales 
(19 8 3 ) . P r i o r t o the l a r g e - s c a l e management and 
c o n t r o l o f the R i v e r H u l l , which has been a l l u d e d to 
t h r o u g h o u t t h i s t h e s i s , the s i t e would have been h i g h l y 
s u s c e p t i b l e t o seasonal f l o o d i n g , w i t h a c o n s t a n t l y 
h i g h , i f f l u c t u a t i n g , ground-water t a b l e . As a l r e a d y 
i n d i c a t e d ( s e c t i o n 1.4.3), t h e r e i s no a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h i c evidence f o r pre-mediaeval land-management 
i n the v i c i n i t y . Given the i n f e r r e d u n s u i t a b i l i t y f o r 
s e t t l e m e n t a t e a r l i e r p e r i o d s o f such l o w - l y i n g wet 
l a n d w i t h i n the r i v e r ' s f l o o d - p l a i n t h i s l a c k of 
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evidence appeared l o g i c a l enough. However, as w i l l be 
demonstrated, the d i s c o v e r y o f Romano-British land-use 
and r u b b i s h management a t Greylees Avenue was t o l e a d 
t o an e x t e n s i v e r e v i s i o n o f accepted ideas of 
s e t t l e m e n t i n the a l l u v i a l zone. 

2. The e x c a v a t i o n s . 

The area i n v e s t i g a t e d was n e c e s s a r i l y c o n s t r a i n e d by 
the garden space a v a i l a b l e , s p o i l management, and the 
l i m i t a t i o n s o f t i m e , l a b o u r , and resources (see above). 
A l l t he work took p l a c e w i t h i n an area measuring 5m by 
4m. 

Messrs B a r r a t t , the b u i l d i n g d e v e l o p e r s , k i n d l y 
p r o v i d e d a JCB 3C, and t h i s was used t o remove 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30 cms o f m o t t l e d s i l t y c l a y t o p s o i l from 
the s i t e . T h i s machining r e v e a l e d i n p l a n a l i n e a r 
f e a t u r e ( F e a t u r e 1) w i t h a dark s i l t - l o a m t e r t i a r y 
i n f i l l , c. 2m wide, r u n n i n g o b l i q u e l y through the s i t e . 
The f e a t u r e was c u t through " n a t u r a l " grey t o orange 
c l a y , and subsequent e x c a v a t i o n s i s o l a t e d a second 
f e a t u r e ( F e a t u r e 2) r u n n i n g a t r i g h t - a n g l e s t o the 
f i r s t , and produced evidence f o r a more s u b s t a n t i a l 
s u b - c i r c u l a r f e a t u r e ( F e a t u r e 3) which i s i n t e r p r e t e d 
e i t h e r as the b u t t - e n d o f a d i t c h (most p r o b a b l e ) or a 
p i t . T e x t u r a l and c o l o u r d i f f e r e n c e s between " n a t u r a l " 
and i n f i l l e d d e p o s i t s were not always c l e a r , and, 
because o f the l i m i t a t i o n s on the work, such problems 
c o u l d not be r e s o l v e d by the opening o f a l a r g e r area. 
D e s p i t e these d i f f i c u l t i e s , however, the excavations 
p r o v i d e d the f i r s t f i r m evidence o f the c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
a d a p t a t i o n and abandonment o f land-management f e a t u r e s 
i n the area between the second and f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s 
A.D. 
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A synopsis o f the f e a t u r e s encountered, w i t h phasing, 
i s p r e s e n t e d below, and i s i l l u s t r a t e d by a s e r i e s of 
schematic diagrams ( f i g . 3.40, a - f ) and a s e c t i o n 
t h r o u g h Feature 1 shewing the p r i n c i p a l r e c u t s ( f i g . 
3.41). 

Phase 1 ( f i g . 3.40 a) 

The e a r l i e s t event w i t h i n the excavated area i s the 
c u t t i n g o f Feature 1. The p r i m a r y f i l l i n g o f the d i t c h 
( c o n t e x t s 13, 15 - f i g . 3.41) i s a reduced grey (10 YR 
5/1) c l a y formed i n s t a n d i n g water. Contexts 19 and 20 
are i n t e r p r e t e d as s l i p from the d i t c h - s i d e and 
weathered d i t c h - s i d e r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Phase 2 ( f i g . 3.40 b) 

The p r i m a r y f i l l i n g o f Feature 1 i s then r e - c u t , and 
Feature 2 i s c o n s t r u c t e d t o meet i t a t r i g h t - a n g l e s . 
The p o r t i o n o f Feature 1 beyond t h i s j u n c t i o n i s 
b a c k f i l l e d w i t h a d e p o s i t o f o x i d i s e d s i l t y c l a y 
( c o n t e x t 1 4 ) . Feature 1 then begins t o f i l l w i t h a 
v e r y dark grey (10 YR 2/1) s i l t y c l a y loam ( c o n t e x t s 7 
and 12 - f i g . 3.41) w h i l e Feature 2 f i l l s w i t h a 
reduced c l a y f i l l i n g ( c o n t e x t 1 8 ) . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f t he s i t e as a c o r n e r , or entrance p o i n t , i s r e t a i n e d 
f o r t h e r e s t o f the l i f e o f the s i t e . 

Phase 3 ( f i g . 3.40 c) 

T h i s phase i s c h a r a c t e r i s e d by an event i n the 
i n f i l l i n g o f the Phase 2 f e a t u r e s which leads t o the 
d e p o s i t i o n o f an a r t e f a c t - r i c h l e n s o f o x i d i s e d , 
m o t t l e d (7.5 YR 6/6) c l a y ( c o n t e x t 11, f i g . 3.41). 
Whether or n o t the domestic r e f u s e and c l a y e n t e r e d the 
d i t c h as a dumping o p e r a t i o n i s u n c e r t a i n but seems 
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l i k e l y i n the l i g h t o f Phase 4 n e g l e c t o f bot h 
f e a t u r e s . 

Phase 4 ( f i g . 3.40 d) 

Both d i t c h e s now i n f i l l w i t h grey s i l t y loams and 
m o t t l e d c l a y loams ( c o n t e x t s 6 - f i g . 3.41 - and 9) 
and are thus n e g l e c t e d as components o f the e s t a b l i s h e d 
d r a i n a g e scheme. 

Phase 5 ( f i g . 3.40 e) 

Where Feature 2 had been, a wide f e a t u r e (Feature 3) i s 
c u t (see above) which subsequently f i l l s w i t h reduced 
c l a y s i l t s ( c o n t e x t s 16 and 1 7 ) . I n the i n t e r i m r e p o r t 
a l r e a d y p u b l i s h e d (Crowther and Didsbury 1985, 14) i t 
i s a l s o s t a t e d t h a t t h i s phase sees the c u t t i n g o f a 
narrow, s h a l l o w d i t c h on the same l i n e as Feature 1, 
and b u t t t i n g a t the p o i n t where i t would have met the 
now i n f i l l e d Feature 2. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , however, t h e r e 
appears t o be s e r i o u s c o n f u s i o n i n the s i t e a r c h i v e 
r e g a r d i n g the f i l l o f t h i s f e a t u r e ( c o n t e x t 4 - f i g . 
3.41) which i s shewn as a f i l l c u t t i n g 6 and sealed by 
3 i n s e c t i o n , b u t which i s d e s c r i b e d i n the c o n t e x t 
l i s t as c u t by 3, under 2, and pre s e n t over the whole 
excavated area; i t i s f u r t h e r d e s c r i b e d as an orange-
brown c l a y s i l t w i t h " s c a t t e r e d evidence f o r Roman 
m a t e r i a l " o f the f i r s t t o f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s , and i s 
i n t e r p r e t e d as "B h o r i z o n below o r i g i n a l t u r f : 
p a r t o f o l d l a n d s u r f a c e ? " . I t seems probable t h a t the 
c o r r e c t c o n t e x t number f o r t h i s d i t c h i n f i l l i s 
a c t u a l l y "3", which i s d e s c r i b e d i n the c o n t e x t l i s t 
as: "Grey-black s i l t y c l a y . Reduced. D i t c h - f i l l i n g . 
Homogeneous, s t o n e - f r e e " , and s a i d t o c o n t a i n e a r l y 
modern m a t e r i a l i n the upper f i l l and Roman p o t t e r y 
t h r o u g h o u t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , c o n t e x t 3 i s a l s o d e s c r i b e d 
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as b e i n g under 2 and c u t t i n g 4, so t h a t a simple 
t r a n s p o s i t i o n o f c o n t e x t s 3 and 4 i n s e c t i o n s t i l l 
f a i l s t o e s t a b l i s h a c o r r e c t s e t o f s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , as f i g . 3.42 shews. These 
C o n t r a d i c t i o n s between the drawn and the w r i t t e n 
a r c h i v e s u n f o r t u n a t e l y s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t the 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the l a t e s t phases o f the s i t e , and 
the l e a s t u n s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n c l u s i o n i s now pr o b a b l y t o 
suggest t h a t t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the narrow d i t c h on 
the l i n e o f Feature 1 i s an e a r l y modern event, and 
t h a t i t was c u t from a l a n d - s u r f a c e which had formed 
over the subsided i n f i l l o f the Roman d i t c h e s . ( I t can 
c e r t a i n l y n o t be sealed by the p o s t u l a t e d former l a n d -
s u r f a c e , as shewn i n the p u b l i s h e d s e c t i o n , s i n c e i t 
c o n t a i n s c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts o f e i g h t e e n t h / n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l ) . The m a t t e r i s not a t the moment 
capable o f r e s o l u t i o n , b u t the above s u g g e s t i o n seems 
i n h e r e n t l y more reasonable than the excavator's 
p u b l i s h e d phasing (Crowther and Didsbury 1985) which 
would r e q u i r e a s h a l l o w (20 cms) Roman " d i t c h " i n a 
s e a s o n a l l y f l o o d e d environment t o i n f i l l so g r a d u a l l y 
over a m i l l e n n i u m and a h a l f t h a t i t c o u l d e v e n t u a l l y 
i n c o r p o r a t e e a r l y modern m a t e r i a l i n i t s topmost f i l l . 

Phase 6 ( f i g . 3.40 f ) 

The l a t e s t phase i n the s i t e ' s h i s t o r y i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
by c o n t e x t 2, which i s a humic loam l a y e r w i t h t u r f and 
sods which occurs over the whole excavated area and i s 
i n t e r p r e t e d as the o r i g i n a l "A" h o r i z o n o f pasture 
which occupied t he s i t e u n t i l the commencement o f 
b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n s and the d e p o s i t i o n o f c o n t e x t 1, a 
modern c l a y overburden, i n 1984 ( p r o p e r l y = Phase 7 ) . 
Context 2 c o n t a i n s m i d - e i g h t e e n t h - t o n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l w i t h some Roman p o t t e r y which may have 
been i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h i s h o r i z o n by n a t u r a l 
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processes, e.^. worm a c t i o n , or by e a r l y modern 
episodes o f a r a b l e a g r i c u l t u r e . 

3. Finds and d a t i n g . 

Some f o u r thousand f i n d s were recovered, emphasising 
the s i t e ' s p o s i t i o n as one from which i t was easy 
and/or a p p r o p r i a t e t o dispose o f a v a r i e t y o f r u b b i s h . 
The p r o x i m i t y o f domestic b u i l d i n g s suggests i t s e l f as 
a p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n , and t h a t Feature 1 was 
f u n c t i o n i n g as a p l a c e o f p r i m a r y r u b b i s h d e p o s i t i o n i n 
Phases 1 and 2 i s s t r o n g l y suggested by the l a r g e 
number o f v e s s e l s which i t was p o s s i b l e t o r e c o n s t r u c t 
almost c o m p l e t e l y . The two l a r g e s t c a t e g o r i e s o f f i n d 
were p o t t e r y and animal bone and these are b r i e f l y 
d e s c r i b e d below, the p o t t e r y d i s c u s s i o n c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
on the c h r o n o l o g y o f the phasing a l r e a d y o u t l i n e d : 

a) The p o t t e r y . 

I n i t i a l i n s p e c t i o n o f the p o t t e r y recovered by G i l 
Smith shewed a c h r o n o l o g i c a l range from the l a t e f i r s t 
or e a r l y second c e n t u r y ( r e p r e s e n t e d by a few sherds o f 
greyware w i t h low l i n e a r r u s t i c a t i o n ) through t o the 
l a t e r f o u r t h ( r e p r e s e n t e d by H u n t c l i f f and o t h e r 
" S i g n a l S t a t i o n " t y p e s ) . A s i m i l a r o v e r a l l date-range 
f o r the samian ware was suggested by Lindsay R o l l o 
( R o l l o 1984). The e a r l i e s t samian from the s i t e i s 
r e p r e s e n t e d by two sherds o f a South G a u l i s h Dr 37 
dated t o A.D. 85-110 and found r e s i d u a l i n Phases 2 and 
4, w h i l e the l a t e s t are Lezoux and Rheinzabern sherds 
b e l o n g i n g t o the p e r i o d A.D. 180-200. The 
s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y l o w est samian i s a micaceous body 
sherd, which i s almost c e r t a i n l y from Lezoux, found i n 
the p r i m a r y s i l t i n g o f Feature 1 (Phase 1, c o n t e x t 1 3 ) . 
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The samian thus e s t a b l i s h e s a terminus post quem o f £. 
A.D. 125 f o r the e a r l i e s t d i s p o s a l o f r u b b i s h i n t h i s 
f e a t u r e , w h i l e t he greywares i n c l u d e forms g e n e r a l l y 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the mid- t o l a t e r second c e n t u r y but 
not c l o s e l y d a t a b l e w i t h i n i t , such as c a r i n a t e d j a r s 
s i m i l a r t o those from the "Antonine" k i l n a t Roxby, 
N o r t h L i n c o l n s h i r e (Rigby and Stead 1976, 139-147: Form 
E, f i g . 66, nos 29-32). 

The d a t i n g evidence f o r Phase 2 i s s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t i v e 
o f a c l o s i n g date i n the e a r l y years o f the t h i r d 
c e n t u r y , f o r i t c o n t a i n s Antonine greywares s i m i l a r t o 
those from Phase 1 i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C e n t r a l G a u l i s h 
samian dated A.D. 160 - 190 and the e a r l i e s t appearance 
o f s m a l l amounts o f s h e l l - t e m p e r e d Dalesware from 
L i n c o l n s h i r e , a f a b r i c which Rigby and Stead suggest 
was i n use a t W i n t e r t o n v i l l a by c. A.D. 200 (Rigby and 
Stead 1976, 189-190). 

No c l e a r d a t i n g evidence f o r the Phase 3 dumping 
episode ( c o n t e x t 11) i s a f f o r d e d by the p o t t e r y , but 
Phase 4 c o n t a i n s the e a r l i e s t Holme on Spalding Moor 
wares from t he s i t e , a gain i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h s h e l l -
tempered Dalesware. The l a t e r forms i n the Holme 
r e p e r t o i r e do not appear t o be r e p r e s e n t e d and a date 
c e n t r e d on the m i d - t h i r d c e n t u r y would seem p l a u s i b l e 
f o r t h i s phase. Phase 5 i s dominated by Holme products 
i n c l u d i n g s t r a i g h t - s i d e d f l a n g e d bowls o f probable 
e a r l y f o u r t h - c e n t u r y d a t e , w h i l e Phase 6, as a l r e a d y 
n o t e d , i n c l u d e s some o f the l a t e s t Roman p o t t e r y forms 
a v a i l a b l e i n the r e g i o n . 

F u r t h e r work on, and q u a n t i f i c a t i o n o f , the p o t t e r y 
s h o u l d a l l o w t h i s broad chronology t o be r e f i n e d but 
i t s main elements are a l r e a d y c l e a r . There i s , of 
course, no way o f e s t a b l i s h i n g when the main d i t c h was 
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f i r s t c u t , f o r i t may have been k e p t c l e a r o f r u b b i s h 
f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e time a f t e r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . Some 
l a t e r f i r s t - t o e a r l i e r second-century a c t i v i t y i n the 
v i c i n i t y i s h i n t e d a t by b o t h the r u s t i c a t e d ware and 
the South G a u l i s h samian, but r u b b i s h d i s p o s a l and 
p r i m a r y s i l t i n g i n Feature 1 appears t o have been a 
mid- t o l a t e Antonine process which n e c e s s i t a t e d the 
Phase 2 r e c u t i n the opening years o f the t h i r d 
c e n t u r y . The area remained an a p p r o p r i a t e p l a c e f o r 
th e d i s p o s a l o f domestic r u b b i s h u n t i l the end o f the 
Roman p e r i o d . 

I t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e t h a t more d e t a i l e d work on the 
p o t t e r y assemblage w i l l suggest f u n c t i o n a l changes 
w i t h i n t he o v e r a l l p a t t e r n o f r u b b i s h d i s p o s a l d u r i n g 
the t h i r d and f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s . I t i s , f o r example, 
n o t e w o r t h y t h a t , whereas t h e d i t c h e s had been an 
a p p r o p r i a t e p l a c e f o r the d i s p o s a l o f "tablewares" 
d u r i n g t he p e r i o d o f samian supply t o B r i t a i n ( a t l e a s t 
n i n e t e e n v e s s e l s dated A.D. 85/110 - 180/200 having 
been re c o v e r e d from the excavated a r e a ) , o n l y two s m a l l 
body sherds o f t h i r d - t o f o u r t h - c e n t u r y c o l o u r - c o a t e d 
ware are r e p r e s e n t e d . This seems u n l i k e l y t o r e f l e c t 
e i t h e r a f a l l i n s i t e " s t a t u s " or d i f f i c u l t i e s i n 
supply o f t h i s k i n d o f commodity t o the s i t e , f o r Nene 
V a l l e y c o l o u r - c o a t e d wares appear i n some q u a n t i t y 
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a t the "low s t a t u s " a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s e t t l e m e n t a t N o r t h Cave, some 20 kms west along the 
Humber. I t may be r a t h e r t h a t a change i n the 
f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p o f these d i t c h e s t o the c e n t r e 
g e n e r a t i n g the domestic r u b b i s h i s i n d i c a t e d here, b u t 
i t i s c l e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e t o say more than t h i s i n l i g h t 
o f t h e s m a l l area excavated. 

Other p o t t e r y from the s i t e p o i n t s t o the i n t e r 
r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l "trade"/communications which 
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have c h a r a c t e r i s e d t he Huraber throughout i t s h i s t o r y . 
V a l Rigby has suggested t o me ( i n l i t t . ) t h a t a 
greyware bowl w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l y i n t u r n e d r i m f i n d s i t s 
b e s t p a r a l l e l i n a mid second-century form from 
Speicher, i n Germany (Gose 1950 , T a f e l 46, Nr 485), 
w h i l e Kay H a r t l e y , who k i n d l y examined some o f the 
m o r t a r i a , notes t he presence o f forms made i n bo t h 
L i n c o l n ( c , A.D, 130 - 180) and the Rhineland (A.D. 150 
- 250) [ p e r s . comm.]. 

Rhineland and N o r t h G a u l i s h m o r t a r i a and o t h e r products 
are now known from an i n c r e a s i n g number o f s i t e s c l o s e 
to t h e n o r t h bank o f the Humber i n c l u d i n g , i n a d d i t i o n 
t o Greylees Avenue, F a x f l e e t "B" ( S i t c h 1987), North 
Cave ( D i d s b u r y i n prep.) and Brantinghara v i l l a 
( a u t h o r ' s u n p u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i o n ) and i t i s l i k e l y 
t h a t f u r t h e r work i n the area w i l l r e v e a l more evidence 
of s h i p p i n g c o n t a c t s between the Humber and the 
C o n t i n e n t , A l t h o u g h Greylees Avenue i s the o n l y l a r g e 
s t r a t i f i e d assemblage o f RB p o t t e r y on the n o r t h bank 
o f t h e Humber east o f Brough/Petuaria t h e r e are s e v e r a l 
u n s t r a t i f i e d c o l l e c t i o n s ( i n c l u d i n g the ve r y l a r g e 
amounts o f second- t o f o u r t h - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l from 
Haworth Hall/Marsden's Landing - G.69/G,205) the 
d e t a i l e d s t u d y o f which would v a l u a b l y i n c r e a s e our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f p o t t e r y supply i n the Humber Basin, 
T h i s may be regarded as a r e s e a r c h p r i o r i t y now t h a t 
landscape and s i t e s t u d i e s such as those by Halkon 
(1987a), S i t c h (1987) and the pr e s e n t author have 
p r o v i d e d the g e n e r a l background a g a i n s t which i t may be 
i n t e r p r e t e d and i t i s t o be hoped t h a t f u n d i n g t o 
enable such r e s e a r c h t o be undertaken w i l l be 
f o r t h c o m i n g . 

b. The animal bone. 
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A l a r g e amount of an i m a l bone was r e c o v e r e d . As 
a l r e a d y s t a t e d , t h i s m a t e r i a l h a s not y e t r e c e i v e d 
d e t a i l e d s p e c i a l i s t a t t e n t i o n and the b r i e f remarks 
w h i c h f o l l o w a r e based on a p r e l i m i n a r y i n s p e c t i o n 
k i n d l y u n d e r t a k e n by M.J.Boyd, A s s i s t a n t Keeper of 
N a t u r a l H i s t o r y a t H u l l Museums, whom I take t h i s 
o c c a s i o n to thank. 

I n i t i a l s u r v e y r e v e a l s the p r e s e n c e of Bos ("cow"), 
h o r s e , sheep and p i g , l i s t e d i n desc e n d i n g o r d e r of 
abundance. Measurements so f a r a v a i l a b l e f o r Bos 
i n d i c a t e a s i z e c l o s e to the mean found a t Rudston 
V i l l a ( S t e a d 1 9 8 0 ) . P r i m a r y b u t c h e r y m a t e r i a l 
i n c l u d i n g jawbones and h o r n - c o r e s i s w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d . 
At l e a s t one h o r s e bone shews c l e a r e v i d e n c e of h a v i n g 
been c u t p r i o r to b e i n g snapped, p o s s i b l y f o r the 
e x t r a c t i o n of marrow. A v i a n bone i s so f a r r e p r e s e n t e d 
by a s i n g l e t i b i o t a r s u s , which i s not, however, from a 
do m e s t i c f o w l . 

c. Other f i n d s . 

The l a r g e s t o t h e r c a t e g o r y of f i n d s comprised b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , w h i c h were common i n a l l the u n d i s t u r b e d 
l a y e r s . They i n c l u d e d l a r g e i r o n n a i l s w i t h s q u a r e -
s e c t i o n e d s h a n k s , and v e r y many fragments of burned 
daub, some w i t h u n m i s t a k a b l e w a t t l e i m p r e s s i o n s ; among 
the fragments o f b r i c k and t i l e i s an example w i t h 
combed d e c o r a t i o n which appears to be p a r t of a box-
f l u e t i l e and which c o u l d c o n c e i v a b l y i n d i c a t e the 
p r e s e n c e of a Romanised b u i l d i n g i n the v i c i n i t y . 

P e r s o n a l i a a r e a l s o p r e s e n t and i n c l u d e a bone p i n w i t h 
s p a t u l a t e head; the bowl o f a s i l v e r spoon; a fragment 
o f g r e e n g l a s s b a n g l e w i t h w h i t e t r a i l e d d e c o r a t i o n ; 
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and a bronze f i n g e r r i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a l l t h e s e 
f i n d s a r e u n s t r a t i f l e d , h a v i n g come to l i g h t i n 
g a r d e n i n g o p e r a t i o n s subsequent to the e x c a v a t i o n , 

4, D i s c u s s i o n , 

G r e y l e e s Avenue i s , so f a r , the o n l y s i t e i n the 
a l l u v i a l a r e a o f the lower H u l l v a l l e y to have been 
e x c a v a t e d i n a c o n t r o l l e d manner. The f u l l b e n e f i t s of 
the e x c a v a t i o n , and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of R o m a n o - B r i t i s h u t i l i s a t i o n of t h i s 
m a r g i n a l l a n d s c a p e , have y e t to be r e a l i s e d , dependent 
as t h e y a r e bound to be upon the n e c e s s a r y funding 
becoming a v a i l a b l e . D i s c u s s i o n of the s i t e ' s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e i s f u r t h e r hampered by the s m a l l s c a l e of 
the e x c a v a t i o n s and, moreover, must be conducted i n the 
knowledge t h a t the chance to e x c a v a t e l a r g e r a r e a s i n a 
s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n , c l o s e to the H u l l bank, i s now 
e x t r e m e l y u n l i k e l y to o c c u r , g i v e n the a r e a ' s 
development f o r h o u s i n g . 

D e s p i t e t h e s e c o n s t r a i n t s , i t i s , however, p o s s i b l e to 
make some i m p o r t a n t o b s e r v a t i o n s about the s i t e which 
a r e no l e s s v a l u a b l e f o r b e i n g o b v i o u s . The most 
s i g n i f i c a n t of t h e s e , c l e a r l y , i s t h a t i t s h o u l d e x i s t 
a t a l l i n an environment c o n v e n t i o n a l l y h e l d to have 
been u n a v a i l a b l e f o r s e t t l e m e n t ( s e e 3.3.3 below) , and 
t h a t economic s t r a t e g i e s which would a l l o w s e t t l e d 
o c c u p a t i o n of a t l e a s t p a r t s of t h i s environment were 
a v a i l a b l e f o r the g r e a t e r p a r t of the Roman p e r i o d . 

What t h e s e s t r a t e g i e s may have been can not be 
deter m i n e d from the d a t a p r e s e n t l y a v a i l a b l e , and the 
b e s t hope of u n d e r s t a n d i n g them l i e s i n d e t a i l e d 
a n a l y s i s o f s o i l - s a m p l e s and the bone assemblages. Our 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e s e s t r a t e g i e s w i l l a l s o need to 
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t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t the s i t e ' s p r o x i m i t y to the " R i v e r 
H u l l " , which, whatever i t s p r e c i s e p o s i t i o n or 
c h a r a c t e r d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d , cannot have been 
f a r d i s t a n t . I f , f o r example, the s i t e ' s economy was 
p a s t o r a l l y based, making use of r i c h , p o s s i b l y 
s e a s o n a l l y i n u n d a t e d , g r a z i n g on i t s broad a l l u v i a l 
h i n t e r l a n d , then the s i m p l e k i l l i n g of l i v e s t o c k f o r 
d o m e s t i c consumption i s not the o n l y p o s s i b l e 
e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the p r e s e n c e of p r i m a r y b u t c h e r y waste 
on the s i t e ; i t c o u l d , f o r example, r e f l e c t animal 
s l a u g h t e r i n g p r i o r to the movement of meat p r o d u c t s 
a l o n g the Humber e s t u a r y and i t s t r i b u t a r y waterways, a 
movement f o r which t h e r e i s ample p r e c e d e n t , i f any 
were needed, i n the c o n t e n t s of the Hasholme log-boat 
( S t a l l i b r a s s 1 9 8 7 ) . 

Whatever the n a t u r e of the community a t G r e y l e e s Avenue 
i t was c l e a r l y a b l e , and found i t w o r t h w h i l e , to 
engage i n what the i n t e r i m r e p o r t s e e s as "a noteworthy 
i n v e s t m e n t of l a b o u r i n the maintenance and 
m o d i f i c a t i o n of a d r a i n a g e system" which throughout i t s 
l i f e had undergone a " s t e a d y p r o c e s s of waterborne 
i n f i l l i n g ( s i l t y c l a y s and c l a y s ) " (Crowther and 
D i d s b u r y 1985, 1 5 ) . I t was c e r t a i n l y the t e n o r of the 
two a u t h o r s ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a t t h a t p o i n t to see t h e s e 
o p e r a t i o n s as a r e s p o n s e to a c r i t i c a l d r a i n a g e 
s i t u a t i o n o c c a s i o n e d by a s t e a d i l y r i s i n g ground-water 
t a b l e and a growing problem of s e a s o n a l f l o o d i n g ; they 
were s e e n , i n o t h e r words, as an attempt to m a i n t a i n a 
p r e s e n c e i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t environment, an 
attempt the abandonment of which " s h o u l d o c c a s i o n no 
s u r p r i s e " . 

One i s now i n c l i n e d , though, to q u e s t i o n t h e s e b a s i c 
a s s u m p t i o n s , and to wonder whether the f l o o d i n g 
p o t e n t i a l of the s i t e was e v e r q u i t e as s e r i o u s as once 
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imagined. One's p e r c e p t i o n s of t h i s t h r e a t were 
l a r g e l y i n f l u e n c e d by modern c o n d i t i o n s a l o n g t h i s 
s t r e t c h o f the H u l l , where s e t t l e m e n t of modern type i s 
o n l y made p o s s i b l e by i t s e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
embankments, and by the r e c e n t l y - c o n s t r u c t e d t i d a l 
b a r r i e r a t the H u l l mouth. There i s e v i d e n c e , however, 
to s u g g e s t t h a t Mean Sea L e v e l i n p a r t s of the Humber 
e s t u a r y c o u l d have been as much as 3m lower than 
Ordnance Datum a t the b e g i n n i n g of the Roman p e r i o d 
( s e e f u r t h e r s e c t i o n 3.3.3, b e l o w ) , i n which c a s e p a r t s 
of the G r e y l e e s Avenue s e t t l e m e n t may have been as much 
as 5m above MSL a t t h a t time, and f l o o d i n g h a r d l y as 
c r i t i c a l a f a c t o r a s p r e v i o u s l y imagined. Indeed, had 
t h e r e been a c o n s t a n t need to m a i n t a i n and modify 
d r a i n a g e systems i n o r d e r to e n a b l e s e t t l e m e n t to take 
p l a c e a t a l l , i t i s somewhat s u r p r i s i n g t h a t they would 
have been r e n d e r e d i n c r e a s i n g l y l e s s e f f e c t i v e by the 
c o n s t a n t p r a c t i c e of d i s p o s i n g r u b b i s h i n them. 
Whatever the r e a s o n s f o r t h e s e d i t c h e s f a l l i n g i n t o 
d i s u s e a s d r a i n a g e c h a n n e l s , they c o n t i n u e d to f u l f i l l 
a r u b b i s h d i s p o s a l f u n c t i o n i n t o the l a t e r f o u r t h 
c e n t u r y , and i t i s d i f f i c u l t to imagine t h a t the 
community which g e n e r a t e d t h i s r u b b i s h was v e r y f a r 
away. There i s , i n s h o r t , no r e a s o n to suppose the 
abandonment of t h i s s e t t l e m e n t f o r en v i r o n m e n t a l 
r e a s o n s b e f o r e the end of the Roman p e r i o d . 
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3.3.3 R o m a n o - B r i t i s h f i n d s from the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t : 
t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

The aim o f t h i s s e c t i o n i s to p r e s e n t and e v a l u a t e the 
e v i d e n c e f o r R o m a n o - B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t on the "marine 
a l l u v i u m " d e p o s i t w i t h i n the s t u d y a r e a . I t d e s c r i b e s 
the a u t h o r ' s c o r r e c t i o n and augmentation of the p u b l i s h e d 
d a t a b a s e r e l a t i n g to t h i s d e p o s i t , summarizes p r e v i o u s 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of i t s c o n d i t i o n i n the Roman p e r i o d , and 
o f f e r s a r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n based both on a g r e a t l y 
i n c r e a s e d body of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n and the most 
r e c e n t r e s e a r c h i n t o changes i n Mean Sea L e v e l and the 
v a l l e y ' s geomorphology. 

As n oted i n the p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n , i t was the need to 
u n d e r s t a n d the s i t e a t G r e y l e e s Avenue i n the c o n t e x t of 
o t h e r s i t e s and f i n d s p o t s of RB m a t e r i a l i n H u l l t h a t 
l e d , f i r s t to the c o m p i l a t i o n of a new database r e l a t i n g 
to the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t , and then to the f u l l g a z e t t e e r 
w h i c h forms an i n t e g r a l p a r t of t h i s s t u d y . 

I n 1984, as today, the o n l y two modern s o u r c e s which 
l i s t e d RB m a t e r i a l from the s t u d y a r e a were L o u g h l i n and 
M i l l e r ( 1 9 7 9 ) , and E a g l e s (1979, i i ) ; C l a r k (1935) 
t r e a t e d the h a l f dozen or so f i n d s then known to her 
u s u a l p a i n s t a k i n g s c h o l a r s h i p ; W h i t i n g (1969) i n c l u d e d a 
u s e f u l l i s t of Roman c o i n s found i n the s t u d y a r e a , but 
was u n f o r t u n a t e l y unknown to the p r e s e n t author b e f o r e he 
had c o m p i l e d h i s own c o i n - l i s t . 

I n r e l a t i o n to H u l l , w i t h i n whose p r e s e n t b o u n d a r i e s the 
b u l k of the a l l u v i u m l i e s , both L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r and 
E a g l e s were d i s a p p o i n t i n g , because the few e n t r i e s which 
e a c h c o n t a i n e d were s e v e r e l y marred by i n a c c u r a c i e s . 
L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r (1979, 63-64) l i s t e d t en f i n d s p o t s of 
lA/RB m a t e r i a l from the c i t y , of which the f i r s t two were 
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d u p l i c a t e s ( v . G.65 f o r d i s c u s s i o n ) and the t e n t h 
e n t i r e l y e r r o n e o u s ( v . G.109), so t h a t o n l y e i g h t " r e a l " 
f i n d s p o t s were r e p r e s e n t e d ( v . G.65, 76, 78, 81, 86, 87, 
93, 9 7 ) ; E a g l e s (1979, 4 3 7 ) , though p u b l i s h e d i n the same 
y e a r , l i s t e d a mere f o u r " p l a c e s [ i n which RB] p o t t e r y 
[had] been found" (G.61, 65, 78, and 90) and m i s t a k e n l y 
t r a n s f e r r e d a f u r t h e r H u l l f i n d ( v . G.73) to a 
H a l t e m p r i c e provenance. The two s o u r c e s c o n c e a l e d 
a c c u r a t e I n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to a combined t o t a l of 
e l e v e n a c t u a l lA/RB s i t e s and f i n d s p o t s w i t h i n the c i t y . 

The c o r r e c t i o n of the e x i s t i n g d a t a b a s e was, i n i t s e l f , 
not a s i m p l e m a t t e r , and i t i s d o u b t f u l whether i t c o u l d 
e a s i l y have been u n d e r t a k e n by a n o n - l o c a l r e s e a r c h e r . 
I t i n v o l v e d , f o r example, the t r a c i n g and i n t e r v i e w i n g of 
the o r i g i n a l d i s c o v e r e r s of f i n d s made twenty y e a r s 
b e f o r e , e s p e c i a l l y i n r e l a t i o n to the 1964 f i n d s on both 
s i d e s o f t h e R i v e r H u l l a t Haworth H a l l and Frog H a l l 
(G.76, 7 8 ) . The q u a l i t y of m i s i n f o r m a t i o n which had to 
be c o r r e c t e d i s b e s t i l l u s t r a t e d by the f a c t s t h a t one 
of L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r ' s H u l l s i t e s a p p a r e n t l y had i t s 
s o u r c e , q u i t e i n e x p l i c a b l y , i n Mary K i t s o n C l a r k ' s 
G a z e t t e e r e n t r y f o r Thwing (G.109; C l a r k 1935, 1 3 3 ) ; and 
t h a t a j a r found a t "Newbould's b a k e r y " i n H u l l (G.61) 
was l i s t e d i n museum a r c h i v e s as coming from the v i l l a g e 
of Newbald and t h e r e f o r e d i d not e n t e r the H u l l s e c t i o n 
of L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r ' s (1979) g a z e t t e e r . To p o i n t out 
such i n a c c u r a c i e s i s not to i n d u l g e i n f a c i l e c r i t i c i s m 
of e a r l i e r r e s e a r c h e r s , f o r whom "Roman H u l l " was not of 
c e n t r a l i m p o r t a n c e , but to s t r e s s the need f o r an 
a c c u r a t e and r e l i a b l e d a t a b a s e a t the o u t s e t of the 
p r e s e n t w r i t e r ' s r e s e a r c h . 

I t i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t to no t e , i n t h i s r e s p e c t , t h a t 
i n a c c u r a c i e s i n the two above-mentioned s o u r c e s had 
s e r i o u s l y compromised t h e i r a u t h o r s ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
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the m a t e r i a l . T h i s i s b e s t i l l u s t r a t e d by t h e i r 
t r e a t m e n t of the v e r y l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of f i r s t - to 
f o u r t h - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l from "Haworth H a l l " ( G . 7 6 ) , 
r e c o v e r e d d u r i n g r e s c u e e x c a v a t i o n s undertaken on b e h a l f 
of H u l l Museums i n 1964, when a s m a l l - s c a l e sewage 
d i s p o s a l f a c i l i t y was dug on the " S c r u t o n ' s " b u i l d i n g 
s i t e , a f t e r the d e v e l o p e r s had n e g l e c t e d to i n s t a l l the 
main d r a i n s . C o n f u s i o n e x i s t s , i n both s o u r c e s , between 
t h i s v e r y l a r g e body of m a t e r i a l ( w h i c h p r e s e n t s a v e r y 
s i m i l a r assemblage to t h a t from G r e y l e e s Avenue, c_. 1 km 
u p s t r e a m ) and the much s m a l l e r amounts from the Sutton 
( F r o g H a l l L a n e ) Sewage D i s p o s a l Works ( G . 7 8 ) , b u i l t on 
the o p p o s i t e bank of the r i v e r i n the same y e a r ; 
f u r t h e r m o r e , an a p p a r e n t unawareness of the q u a n t i t y , 
q u a l i t y , d a t e - r a n g e and c o n d i t i o n (i.e. l a r g e s h e r d s i z e , 
number o f j o i n i n g s h e r d s , l a c k of a b r a s i o n e t c . ) of the 
Haworth H a l l p o t t e r y made i t i n e v i t a b l e t h a t i t s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e a s an i n d i c a t o r of a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t c l o s e 
to the p r e s e n t c o u r s e of the r i v e r would go u n - n o t i c e d . 
Thus L o u g h l i n ( L o u g h l i n and M i l l e r 1979, 63) c o u l d w r i t e , 
d e s p i t e an a l r e a d y p u b l i s h e d r e f e r e n c e to the l a r g e 
q u a n t i t y of m a t e r i a l from Haworth H a l l ( B a r t l e t t 1 9 7 1 ) , 
" i n no a r e a has s u f f i c i e n t m a t e r i a l been found to suggest 
by i t s q u a n t i t y or v a r i e t y t h a t a major Roman s i t e 
e x i s t e d e i t h e r w i t h i n the lower r e a c h e s of the H u l l 
v a l l e y or a c t u a l l y as a c r o s s i n g p o i n t on the r i v e r 
i t s e l f " (my i t a l i c s ) ; and E a g l e s ' t r e a t m e n t of the s i t e 
(1979, i , 152) i s i n some ways even more d i s a p p o i n t i n g 
s i n c e , a l t h o u g h he quotes a v a l u a b l e communication from 
the geographer Dr P. B r a c c h i r e g a r d i n g the s i t e ' s 
p o s i t i o n on a r e l a t i v e eminence by the w a t e r ' s edge, he 
a l s o i m p l i c i t l y s u p p o r t s the l a t t e r ' s t e n t a t i v e 
s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the f i n d s might r e p r e s e n t "a 
f i s h i n g / h u n t i n g s i t e o f i r r e g u l a r u s e " , an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
w h i c h a r c h a e o l o g i c a l judgement based on an awareness of 
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the n a t u r e and amount of the m a t e r i a l c o u l d not have 
s u p p o r t e d . 

I t i s , i n s h o r t , a l l o w a b l e to suggest t h a t , had an 
a c c u r a t e body of i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to f i n d s p o t s w i t h i n 
the c i t y been a v a i l a b l e i n 1984 ( f i g . 3.43 r e c o n s t r u c t s 
what i t would have shewn), then the d i s c o v e r i e s a t 
G r e y l e e s Avenue might have seemed l e s s s u r p r i s i n g , 
o c c u r r i n g , as they would have done, i n a c o n t e x t i n which 
the p o s s i b i l i t y o f l o n g - l i v e d s e t t l e m e n t c l o s e to the 
p r e s e n t c o u r s e of the r i v e r would a l r e a d y have been 
noted. 

Having c o r r e c t e d the e x i s t i n g d a t a b a s e , i t became 
p o s s i b l e to augment i t through the normal r e s e a r c h 
methods o f museum and l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h , and f i e l d w o r k . 
The f i r s t and t h i r d of t h e s e methods of enhancement a r e 
d i s c u s s e d b r i e f l y below. 

The a d v a n t a g e s e n j o y e d by the p r e s e n t w r i t e r i n b e i n g 
employed a t H u l l Museums d u r i n g the i n i t i a l s t a g e s of h i s 
r e s e a r c h have been noted i n Chapter 1. The e n t i r e 
m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t i o n s of the Archaeology Department were 
s e a r c h e d , a s w e l l as a l l e x i s t i n g paper a r c h i v e s , the 
main components o f which a r e l i s t e d h e r e f o r the b e n e f i t 
of f u t u r e r e s e a r c h e r s : 

1. A c c e s s i o n s R e g i s t e r from 1944 onwards. P r e v i o u s Day 
Books d e s t r o y e d i n wartime bombing, but main elements of 
pre-war c o l l e c t i o n r e - a c c e s s i o n e d . 

2. SMR f i l e s , most e n t r i e s r e f l e c t i n g a c t i v i t y i n the 
e a r l y 1960s and not kept up t h e r e a f t e r . 

3. MDA c a t a l o g u e s r e l a t i n g to v a r i o u s p a r t s of the 
c o l l e c t i o n , c o m p i l e d d u r i n g the f i r s t h a l f of the 1980s. 
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4. Annotated 6" map coverage of the Museum's c o l l e c t i o n 
a r e a . A v a l u a b l e r e s o u r c e c o n t a i n i n g much i n f o r m a t i o n 
from the 1960s and e a r l y 1970s, m i s l a i d d u r i n g Museum r e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c. 1975 and r e - l o c a t e d by the p r e s e n t w r i t e r 
i n 1985. 

5. O b j e c t I d e n t i f i c a t i o n f i l e s ( s e e s e c t i o n 1.4.4). 

6. H u l l Museum P u b l i c a t i o n s ( s e e s e c t i o n 1 . 4 . 4 ) . 

7. S i t e f i l e s , c o r respondence and m i s c e l l a n e o u s 
documents s t o r e d i n the o f f i c e of the Keeper of 
A r c h a e o l o g y . 

Where i t has been thought n e c e s s a r y to do so, the 
G a z e t t e e r l i s t s s p e c i f i c s o u r c e s w i t h i n these "Museum 
R e c o r d s " . A c c e s s i o n numbers a r e always g i v e n where they 
have been a l l o c a t e d , as a r e O b j e c t I d e n t i f i c a t i o n Nos, 
and r e f e r e n c e s to a n n o t a t e d map coverage. The onl y 
a r c h i v e w i t h i n H u l l Museums which has not been 
e x h a u s t i v e l y s e a r c h e d i s a mass of u n s o r t e d 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e (from a l l departments w i t h i n the Museum) 
d a t i n g from the end of the Second World War to £. 1975. 
T h i s i s i n s t o r e above the Museum's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
p r e m i s e s i n V i c t o r i a Square and i s d i f f i c u l t of a c c e s s ; a 
one-day p i l o t a s s e s s m e n t of the m a t e r i a l by the p r e s e n t 
w r i t e r shewed t h a t i t c o n t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n which 
d e s e r v e s to be r e - i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the a r c h i v e and which 
can be e x p e c t e d to add f u r t h e r s i t e s and f i n d s p o t s of RB 
m a t e r i a l to the G a z e t t e e r ( v . G.98, and d i s c u s s i o n of the 
co r r e s p o n d e n c e r e l a t i n g to t h i s f i n d b e l o w ) . 

A s m a l l amount of s u r f a c e f i e l d w o r k r e s u l t i n g i n 
G a z e t t e e r enhancement has been un d e r t a k e n by the w r i t e r 
i n the c i t y , l a r g e l y to a s s e s s the e x t e n t of any p o s s i b l e 
l i n e a r s e t t l e m n t a l o n g the west bank of the p r e s e n t 
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c o u r s e o f the R i v e r H u l l ( v . G.203, 2 0 5 ) . F i n a l l y i t 
must be noted t h a t the a u t h o r ' s i n i t i a l p u b l i c a t i o n and 
d i s c u s s i o n of Roman m a t e r i a l from the c i t y ( D i d s b u r y 
1988) has r e s u l t e d , f i r s t l y , i n e x p l o r a t o r y e x c a v a t i o n i n 
advance o f h o u s i n g development b e i n g c a r r i e d out by the 
Humberside A r c h a e o l o g y U n i t a t s i t e s c l o s e to the R i v e r 
( G . 2 0 6 ) , and, s e c o n d l y , o t h e r l o c a l a r c h a e o l o g i s t s , 
n o t a b l y Messrs John T i b b i e s and Tony Bibby, b e g i n n i n g to 
keep w a t c h i n g b r i e f s on b u i l d i n g development i n t h e i r own 
a r e a s o f the c i t y , t h e r e b y adding v a l u a b l y to the 
G a z e t t e e r (G.201, 212, 214, 2 1 7 ) . 

A summary and d e s c r i p t i o n of the G a z e t t e e r ' s c o n t e n t s 
r e l a t i n g to the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t w i l l be d e a l t w i t h l a t e r 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n . B e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g to t h i s i t w i l l be 
i n s t r u c t i v e to c o n s i d e r p r e v i o u s a s s e s s m e n t s of the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of RB m a t e r i a l from the a l l u v i u m . 

P r e v i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of Roman m a t e r i a l from w i t h i n 
the c i t y have a l l depended, to a g r e a t e r or l e s s e r 
e x t e n t , on a p e r c e p t i o n of the v a l l e y ' s geomorphological 
development wh i c h was p r e v a l e n t throughout t h i s c e n t u r y 
but which r e c e n t r e s e a r c h , both a r c h a e o l o g i c a l and 
g e o m o r p h o l o g i c a l , now s u g g e s t s must s t a n d i n need of 
r e v i s i o n . Simply e x p r e s s e d , r e c e i v e d o p i n i o n h e l d t h a t 
the lower H u l l v a l l e y had been u n a v a i l a b l e f o r 
s e t t l e m e n t , by v i r t u e of b e i n g underwater, u n t i l the 
e a r l y m e d i a e v a l p e r i o d . Thus, w r i t i n g to Mary K i t s o n 
C l a r k i n 1931 (T.Sheppard 1931, i n C l a r k 1935) about a 
complete greyware j a r d i s c o v e r e d when d i g g i n g the 
f o u n d a t i o n s f o r a l a u n d r y ( G . 6 5 ) , and which he had 
p u b l i s h e d some twenty y e a r s b e f o r e (T.Sheppard 1912, 188-
1 8 9 ) , Thomas Sheppard c o u l d b r i n g g r e a t a s s u r a n c e to bear 
on h i s e x p l a n a t i o n of i t s p r e s e n c e : "embedded i n Humber 
s i l t " , i t must s u r e l y , " i f i n s i t u ", have "been dropped 
o v e r b o a r d from a Roman s h i p , as the Humber extended over 
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the p r e s e n t s i t e of H u l l i n Roman t i m e s " . There w i l l be 
o c c a s i o n to d i s c u s s t h i s f i n d f u r t h e r below. 

The o r i g i n s of the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t of the lower H u l l 
v a l l e y have been r e f e r r e d to i n s e c t i o n 1.2, and may 
b r i e f l y be r e c a p i t u l a t e d h e r e . The R i v e r H u l l had 
p r o b a b l y o r i g i n a t e d as a p r o - g l a c i a l stream, running 
s o u t h a l o n g the w e s t e r n margin of the r e t r e a t i n g 
D i r a l i n g t o n S t a d i a l i c e - s h e e t (J.A.Sheppard 1956, 28-29; 
C a t t 1990) and, i n common w i t h o t h e r d r a i n a g e c h a n n e l s i n 
the Humber B a s i n i n the e a r l y p o s t - g l a c i a l ( F l a n d r i a n or 
H olocene) p e r i o d (Gaunt and T o o l e y 1974, 2 5 ) , appears to 
have undergone a phase of pronounced f l u v i a l i n c i s i o n , 
c u t t i n g through g r e a t depths o f g l a c i a l d e p o s i t s i n 
r e s p o n s e to the low s e a l e y e l then o c c u r r i n g i n the 
e s t u a r y . As h i g h e r t e m p e r a t u r e s began to melt the i c e -
s h e e t , s e a - l e v e l i n the Humber e s t u a r y r o s e q u i t e 
r a p i d l y , from a p o s t u l a t e d 18m below OD a t £.8000 y e a r s 
ago to 9m below OD a t £.7000 y e a r s ago, and u l t i m a t e l y 
t h e r e commenced p r o c e s s e s of a l l u v i a t i o n w i t h i n the 
d e e p l y i n c i s e d c h a n n e l s which have c o n t i n u e d to the 
p r e s e n t day. 

Human a c t i v i t y i n the a r e a may thus be seen as r e s p o n s e s 
to a p h y s i c a l base c o m p r i s i n g two main ele m e n t s : f i r s t , 
the heavy, c l a y e y t i l l margins of the v a l l e y , 
i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h b e t t e r - d r a i n e d a r e a s of c o a r s e - t e x t u r e d 
g l a c i o - f l u v i a l d e p o s i t s , and, second, the v a l l e y " f l o o r " 
i t s e l f , where a p a r t i a l l y eroded m o r a i n i c topography i s 
submerged beneath a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t e d under water and 
l a t e r s u p p o r t i n g e i t h e r s a l t m a r s h or f r e s h w a t e r f e n , and 
through w h i c h p r o t r u d e h i g h e r " i s l a n d s " of t i l l , as a t 
S u t t o n , T i c k t o n and Wawne ( f i g . 3 . 4 4 ) . 

C l e a r l y , any c o n s i d e r a t i o n of human a c t i v i t y i n the lower 
v a l l e y must t a k e c l o s e a c c o u n t o f the geomorphological 
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p r o c e s s e s to which i t has been s u b j e c t throughout the 
F l a n d r i a n , f o r a t any g i v e n p e r i o d t h i s a c t i v i t y w i l l be 
h e a v i l y d e t e r m i n e d by the environment o b t a i n i n g , and the 
s t a g e i n the a l l u v i a t i o n p r o c e s s a l r e a d y r e a c h e d . I t i s 
a l s o i m p o r t a n t to note t h a t t h e s e changes a f f e c t not o n l y 
the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l but a l s o 
i t s v e r y a v a i l a b i l i t y . F o r example, a "peat and bog-oak" 
l a y e r o c c u r r i n g between 9.15m below OD and 11.58m below 
OD a t the Market P l a c e , H u l l (Gaunt and Tooley 1974, 27-
2 9 ) , r e p r e s e n t s an e a r l y F l a n d r i a n m i x e d - f o r e s t 
environment which, a l t h o u g h i t may w e l l have been 
e x p l o i t e d by l a t e r M e s o l i t h i c groups b e f o r e the o n s e t of 
e s t u a r i n e c o n d i t i o n s £.7000 y e a r s ago, i s u n l i k e l y ever 
to y i e l d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e o f such e x p l o i t a t i o n 
s i m p l y b e c a use i t i s d e e p l y b u r i e d beneath l a t e r 
o verburden and r a r e l y p e n e t r a t e d . There i s , i n f a c t , no 
p e r i o d from the e a r l y F l a n d r i a n to the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
A.D. ( H a r r i s 1959, 13) i n which the v a l l e y , whatever i t s 
m o r p h o l o g i c a l s t a t e , would not have r e p r e s e n t e d a r i c h 
v a r i e t y of f l o r a l and f a u n a l r e s o u r c e s to nearby 
p o p u l a t i o n s , though our e x p e c t a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g the 
e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e s e r e s o u r c e s have tended f o r obvious 
r e a s o n s to be d e t e r m i n e d by what c o u l d be l e a r n e d of 
s e t t l e m e n t on the h i g h e r and d r i e r c l a y and g r a v e l 
components of the l a n d s c a p e where the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e v i d e n c e i s more a c c e s s i b l e . 

The c o n v e n t i o n a l v i e w of the v a l l e y ' s geomorphological 
development r e c e i v e s i t s c l e a r e s t e x p r e s s i o n i n June A. 
Sheppard's c l a s s i c s t u d i e s o f the h i s t o r i c a l topography 
of the E a s t Y o r k s h i r e w e t l a n d s (J.A.Sheppard, 1956, 
1 9 5 8 ) . M i l l e n n i a of g r a d u a l d e p o s i t i o n of a l l u v i u m 
w i t h i n the " t i d a l h o l l o w " of the lower v a l l e y was h e l d to 
have r e s u l t e d i n the f i r s t l a n d s u r f a c e h i g h and dry 
enough t o s u p p o r t s m a l l s e t t l e m e n t s a s l a t e as the t e n t h 
and e l e v e n t h c e n t u r i e s A.D. (J.A.Sheppard 1958, 1 - 2 ) ; 
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w h i l e from the t w e l f t h or t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y onwards 
t h e r e commenced those d r a i n a g e schemes and improvements 
which , i n i t i a l l y under m o n a s t i c or s e i g n e u r i a l impetus 
( B l a s h i l l 1892, 4 ) , and then o v e r s e e n by Commissions of 
Sewers and subsequent s t a t u t o r y b o d i e s , would a l l o w the 
a r e a to be c o l o n i s e d and g i v e r i s e to the o r d e r l y 
l a n d s c a p e of today. June Sheppard's map r e c o n s t r u c t i n g 
the p h y s i c a l geography of H o l d e r n e s s i n A.D. 400 
(J.A.Sheppard 1956, f i g . 9, on which f i g . 3.45 i s based) 
shews the whole of the lower v a l l e y as an i n l e t of the 
R i v e r Humber, and the t e x t of a map produced i n £. the 
e a r l y 1970s by the H u l l C i t y E n g i n e e r ( L u c a s , n.d.) i s 
s i m i l a r l y u n e q u i v o c a l : "The v a l l e y of the H u l l and o t h e r 
l a r g e a r e a s were arms of the Humber and the C i t y of H u l l 
i t s e l f i s b u i l t upon an a c c u m u l a t i o n of s i l t which was 
not e x i s t i n g i n Roman t i m e s . " 

T h i s judgement, g i v e n the d a t a which was a v a i l a b l e to 
June Sheppard, was an e m i n e n t l y r e a s o n a b l e one. I t was 
a l s o , i t must be s t r e s s e d , e s s e n t i a l l y an almost e n t i r e l y 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l one. Geomorphological d a t a r e l a t i n g to 
depth o f g l a c i a l and p o s t - g l a c i a l d e p o s i t s i n the lower 
v a l l e y had not been y e t been c o l l a t e d , and changes i n 
Mean Sea L e v e l were not unders t o o d i n the same d e t a i l as 
today ( f o r f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of both t h e s e p o i n t s , see 
b e l o w ) ; h e r o p i n i o n as to the date a t which the a l l u v i u m 
had f i r s t a f f o r d e d an i n h a b i t a b l e l a n d s u r f a c e was thus 
h e a v i l y dependent on a r c h a e o o g i c a l e v i d e n c e . Her view 
t h a t t h e v a l l e y had w i t n e s s e d l i t t l e human a c t i v i t y 
b e f o r e the Anglo-Saxon p e r i o d , when the t i l l was supposed 
to have w i t n e s s e d the f i r s t l a r g e - s c a l e c l e a r a n c e of i t s 
n a t u r a l f o r e s t c o v e r , was f u l l y i n a c c o r d w i t h the then 
c u r r e n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l o p i n i o n as to the l a t e 
e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the heavy l o w l a n d c l a y s o f e a s t e r n 
E n g l a n d . None o f the lA/RB s i t e s on t i l l i n the study 
a r e a w h i c h we have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d ( S a l t h o u s e High 

-315-



S c h o o l ; C h a p e l Farm, Weel; F i s h p o n d Wood, R i s b y ; Burn 
Park Farm; High E s k e Farm) had y e t been d i s c o v e r e d when 
June Sheppard was w r i t i n g and t h e r e was l i t t l e r e a s o n to 
s u s p e c t s e t t l e m e n t on t h e s e h i g h e r and d r i e r a r e a s , l e t 
al o n e on the lower and w e t t e r a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t . 
H i s t o r i c a l - d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e f o r the be g i n n i n g of 
s e t t l e m e n t on the a l l u v i u m was dominated by Domesday Book 
and the Edwar d i a n c h a r t e r founding the c i t y of K i n g s t o n 
upon H u l l i n 1292 and conf- iVi^^cJ- by a n e g l i g i b l e body 
of p r e - m e d i a e v a l m a t e r i a l . The p r o g r e s s of a l l u v i a t i o n , 
i n s h o r t , was b e i n g i n f e r r e d from documentary and 
( n e g a t i v e ) a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e . 

The two p r e - r e q u i s i t e c o n d i t i o n s f o r a r e - e v a l u a t i o n of 
the h i s t o r y o f the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t , i..e^. a body of 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d a t a needing to be " e x p l a i n e d " , and a more 
d e t a i l e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the v a l l e y ' s p h y s i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e , s l o w l y began t o be met i n the t w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s a f t e r June Sheppard's 1956 t h e s i s . The 1960s and 
e a r l y 1970s saw the d i s c o v e r y of lA/RB s e t t l e m e n t on both 
the h i g h e r c l a y w i t h i n the c i t y ( S a l t h o u s e High S c h o o l , 
Bransholrae North - G . 9 7 , 8 6 ) and the banks of the p r e s e n t 
c o u r s e of the H u l l ("Haworth H a l l " , G 7 6 ) . I n a d d i t i o n to 
t h e s e , s m a l l e r amounts of Roman m a t e r i a l , r a n g i n g from 
s m a l l p o t t e r y a s s e m b l a g e s and n e a r complete p o t s (G . 6 1 ) 

to s i n g l e c o i n s , and coming from almost e v e r y a r e a of the 
modern c i t y , were c o n t i n u a l l y b e i n g r e p o r t e d to H u l l 
Museums. An i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the geo
m o r p h o l o g i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the lower v a l l e y had a l s o 
been p u b l i s h e d , a s e a r l y as 1 9 5 7 , by Hartmut V a l e n t i n , 
who "mapped" the b o u l d e r c l a y s u r f a c e s e a l e d by the 
a l l u v i u m ( s e e f u r t h e r below) but whose c o n c l u s i o n s , b e i n g 
i n German, e n t i r e l y escaped the n o t i c e of l o c a l 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s . T h i s f a c t , combined w i t h the inadequate 
s t o r a g e o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n (above and c h a p t e r 
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1 ) , r e s u l t e d i n the n e c e s s a r y s y n t h e s i s not being 
u n d e r t a k e n u n t i l the p r e s e n t w r i t e r began h i s r e s e a r c h e s . 

The few r e f e r e n c e s to the p r e s e n c e of Roman 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l i n H u l l w h i c h e x i s t from the 
p e r i o d 1956-1980 a r e s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by a p r o c e s s of 
" n e g a t i v e e x p e c t a t i o n " o p e r a t i n g to i n f l u e n c e the 
r e s p o n s e to a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d a t a . Roman c o i n s found i n 
the c i t y were g e n e r a l l y seen as modern or " s o u v e n i r " 
l o s s e s , and no s y s t e m a t i c attempt made to r e c o r d them; 
t h u s , John B a r t l e t t , then Keeper of H u l l C i t y Museums, 
c o u l d w r i t e to the n o t i f i e r o f a H u l l c o i n - f i n d i n 1959 
(G.98, r e f e r r e d to a b o v e ) , "We a r e c o n t i n u a l l y g e t t i n g 
s i n g l e Roman c o i n s brought i n to us f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
from l o c a l s i t e s , and where no o t h e r Roman remains a r e 
known from the spot i n q u e s t i o n i t seems b e s t to assume 
t h a t the c o i n s a r e r e c e n t l o s s e s . I n many c a s e s the 
c o i n s t h e m s e l v e s a r e ones t h a t n e v e r c i r c u l a t e d i n Roman 
B r i t a i n , and appear f o r the most p a r t to have been 
brought back to t h i s c o u n t r y from the Middle E a s t d u r i n g 
the l a s t war...." (ray i t a l i c s ) ( B a r t l e t t 1 9 5 9 ) . S o u v e n i r 
d e p o s i t s can p r e s e n t r e a l problems, as Casey (1985) has 
demonstrated, and the Second World War ser v i c e m a n 
r e t u r n i n g from f o r e i g n p a r t s and c a s u a l l y d i s b u r s i n g 
c o i n s w i t h which to c o n f u s e the numismatic r e c o r d i s 
p r o b a b l y not an e n t i r e l y s p e c t r a l f i g u r e ; the c o i n under 
d i s c u s s i o n h e r e , however, was an e n t i r e l y unremarkable 
C o n s t a n t i n i a n c o i n from the T r i e r mint which the f i n d e r 
had dug up i n the garden of a house he had o c c u p i e d f o r 
over t h i r t y y e a r s . I t may be p o i n t e d out here t h a t t h e r e 
e v e n t u a l l y proved to be almost n o t h i n g out of the 
o r d i n a r y i n the c o i n - l i s t c ompiled by the p r e s e n t author, 
o n l y one c o i n out of the s c o r e or more from the a l l u v i a 
of H u l l and H a l t e m p r i c e h a v i n g to be ex c l u d e d from 
s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n on t h e s e grounds (G.105, a t h i r d -
c e n t u r y b i l l o n t e t r a d r a c h m from A l e x a n d r i a ) . Whatever 
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t h i s body o f c o i n s r e p r e s e n t e d , t h e r e was c e r t a i n l y 
n o t h i n g i n i t to s u g g e s t t h a t i t c o n s i s t e d of s o u v e n i r 
m a t e r i a l . 

Roman f i n d s appear to have been r e c o r d e d somewhat more 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y a f t e r the d i s c o v e r y of a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t 
a t S a l t h o u s e High S c h o o l and Haworth H a l l , and seven 
r e c e n t s i t e s and f i n d s p o t s from H u l l and H a l t e m p r i c e 
( i n c l u d i n g the two above-mentioned) were r e p o r t e d i n a 
H u l l Museums e x h i b i t i o n c a t a l o g u e i n 1966 ( H u l l Museums 
1 9 6 6 ) , though once a g a i n t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e was t r e a t e d 
w i t h g r e a t c a u t i o n : " D e s p i t e the p r o x i m i t y of Brough 
t h e r e i s l i t t l e e v i d e n c e f o r Roman o c c u p a t i o n i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f H u l l . O c c a s i o n a l f i n d s of p o t t e r y have been 
made i n and n e a r the c i t y , m o s t l y d u r i n g the c o u r s e of 
b u i l d i n g work, but t h e s e s e r v e r a t h e r to s t r e s s the 
p a u c i t y o f Roman m a t e r i a l i n the a r e a " . The words a r e 
John B a r t l e t t ' s , who c l e a r l y r e - c o n s i d e r e d h i s 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the H u l l m a t e r i a l d u r i n g the f o l l o w i n g 
f i v e y e a r s , f o r i n 1971 we f i n d him w r i t i n g , " I t seems 
l i k e l y t h a t a R o m a n o - B r i t i s h l a n d s u r f a c e e x i s t s below 
the town a t c o n s i d e r a b l e depth s e a l e d by s t e r i l e l a y e r s 
of r i v e r a l l u v i u m l a i d down i n Saxon t i m e s " ( B a r t l e t t 
1971, 2 6 ) . T h i s r e - a p p r a i s a l seems l a r g e l y to have been 
prompted by the d i s c o v e r y of s h e r d s of greyware d u r i n g 
e x c a v a t i o n of the m e d i a e v a l c i t y w a l l s i n 1969. These 
were from t h e c l a y rampart i t s e l f , and B a r t l e t t concluded 
t h a t t h e y t h e r e f o r e , "must have been e x c a v a t e d by the 
m e d i a e v a l rampart b u i l d e r s from an u n d e r l y i n g l e v e l , no 
doubt when the d i t c h was dug". Whether t h e s e two sh e r d s 
w i l l a c t u a l l y b e a r the weight of such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the l i g h t of documentary e v i d e n c e f o r the 
ro b b i n g o f Roman b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s from Brough by H u l l 
men a t t h i s p e r i o d ( C o r d e r and Richmond 1942), an 
a c t i v i t y which c o u l d have r e s u l t e d i n Roman p o t t e r y b e i n g 
t r a m p l e d i n t o the rampart m a t e r i a l , i s open to q u e s t i o n ; 
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t h e y d i d , most i m p o r t a n t l y however, cause B a r t l e t t t o 
l o o k a t the n a t u r e o f some o f the H u l l f i n d s again and t o 
note the presence among them o f m a t e r i a l suggestive o f 
a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t , such as a near complete pot from 
N a t i o n a l Avenue (G.61, f i g . 3.46); i t i s here a l s o t h a t 
the q u a n t i t y o f m a t e r i a l from some o f these s i t e s i s now 
r e f e r r e d t o f o r the f i r s t t i m e , i n c l u d i n g the " e x t e n s i v e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f sherds from the neighbourhood o f Haworth 
H a l l " , i n n o t e w o r t h y c o n t r a s t t o the almost casual 
d i s m i s s a l o f " o c c a s i o n a l f i n d s o f p o t t e r y " quoted above 
( H u l l Museums 1966). He concluded, q u i t e c a t e g o r i c a l l y , 
" I t i s t h e r e f o r e not t r u e , as has sometimes been 
suggested, t h a t b e f o r e the f o u n d a t i o n o f mediaeval Wyke 
the s i t e t h a t was t o become H u l l had always been 
u n i n h a b i t e d . How i m p o r t a n t Romano-British s e t t l e m e n t was 
around the lower reaches o f the Ri v e r H u l l cannot y e t be 
e s t i m a t e d . " 

John B a r t l e t t thus became the f i r s t t o suggest s e t t l e m e n t 
on t he f u t u r e s i t e o f H u l l i n the e a r l y f i r s t m i l l e n n i u m 
A.D. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , no work was done t o examine t h i s 
p o s s i b i l i t y f u r t h e r , though John Rumsby, B a r t l e t t ' s 
successor as Keeper o f Archaeology a t H u l l Museums seems 
to have had no doubt t h a t a succession o f c o i n f i n d s from 
the west bank o f the H u l l n o r t h o f Haworth H a l l betokened 
the e x i s t e n c e o f an e x t e n s i v e area o f s e t t l e m e n t t h e r e i n 
the second c e n t u r y A.D. (Museum correspondence, J u l y 
1980, V. G.77). 

By t he time the p r e s e n t w r i t e r completed h i s i n i t i a l 
data-base r e s e a r c h , t h e n , B a r t l e t t ' s s u g g e s t i o n o f the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f RB s e t t l e m e n t on t h e H u l l a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t 
had r e c e i v e d i t s f i r s t c o n f i r m a t i o n from the e x c a v a t i o n 
o f d i t c h e s a t Greylees Avenue, a d i s c o v e r y which enabled 
p r e v i o u s l a r g e m a t e r i a l assemblages from the banks o f the 
H u l l t o be p u t i n t o c o n t e x t , and made i t p l a u s i b l e t o 
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suggest the e x i s t e n c e o f a s e t t l e m e n t focus p o s s i b l y 
s t r e t c h i n g a l o n g more than a 1 km l e n g t h o f the present 
west bank between the mid-second and f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s 
A.D. ( f i g . 3.47). There was a l s o a number o f l A and RB 
f i n d s from the a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t as a whole s u f f i c i e n t l y -
l a r g e t o have aroused i n t e r e s t i n a r u r a l area o f s i m i l a r 
s i z e . Before p r o c e e d i n g t o an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s 
body o f m a t e r i a l i t w i l l be h e l p f u l b r i e f l y t o summarize 
i t s c o m p o s i t i o n : a t the time o f w r i t i n g (November 1989) 
the g a z e t t e e r c o n t a i n s r e c o r d s o f a t o t a l o f f i f t y - s e v e n 
f i n d s o f l a t e l A and RB m a t e r i a l from the a l l u v i a l areas 
shewn on f i g . 3.48 (see f u r t h e r b e l o w ) , coming from the 
c i t y o f H u l l and p a r t s o f the n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r i s h e s o f 
H a l t e m p r i c e , Woodmansey, B i l t o n , Preston and P a u l l . Not 
a l l these f i n d s are o f equal v a l u e , o f course; the 
c r i t e r i a f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the s t a t i s t i c a l account which 
f o l l o w s w i l l be s e t out below, but f o r the moment i t w i l l 
be s u f f i c i e n t t o note t h a t they i n c l u d e , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
s i n g l e c o i n or sherd f i n d s , an I r o n Age sword (G.72), a 
s i l v e r trumpet f i b u l a (G.57), two complete or near-
complete p o t s (G.61, 6 5 ) , and some f i f t e e n p o t t e r y 
assemblages c o n t a i n i n g sherds o f two or more v e s s e l s . 
Some o f these assemblages are v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l indeed. 

There was thus a prima f a c i e case f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
whether a c t u a l s e t t l e m e n t away from the r i v e r bank i t s e l f 
c o u l d p o s s i b l y be i n d i c a t e d by such f i n d s . They came 
from every p a r t o f the modern c i t y and presented no 
" p a t t e r n " which was i m m e d i a t e l y apparent. I t seemed 
c l e a r t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o the depth o f the 
a l l u v i u m i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the d e p o s i t , the h e i g h t o f 
the u n d e r l y i n g t i l l s u r f a c e , and changes i n former sea-
l e v e l s would a l l be be necessary i n order t o determine 
whether the f i n d s d i s p l a y e d a meaningful s p a t i a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n . The f i r s t two r e q u i r e m e n t s , which w i l l be 
d i s c u s s e d f i r s t , were met by the r e s e a r c h o f Hartmut 
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V a l e n t i n a l r e a d y a l l u d e d t o ( V a l e n t i n 1957), and the 
au t h o r i s g r a t e f u l t o Dr George De Boer, f o r m e r l y 
P r o f e s s o r o f Geography a t H u l l U n i v e r s i t y , f o r 
a c q u a i n t i n g him w i t h V a l e n t i n ' s work. 

V a l e n t i n i n v e s t i g a t e d the g l a c i a l morphology of 
Holderness, and as p a r t o f h i s res e a r c h used the 
c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l data then 
a v a i l a b l e from b o r e h o l e r e c o r d s t o r e c o n s t r u c t the 
u n d e r l y i n g topography o f the p r e - a l l u v i a l b o u l d e r - c l a y 
s u r f a c e . The g r e a t e s t number o f borehole records r e l a t e d 
to the c i t y o f H u l l and i t s n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r i s h e s , and i t 
i s upon h i s 1:50,000 map o f t h i s area, c o m p r i s i n g almost 
the e n t i r e a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t o f the lower v a l l e y , t h a t 
f i g . 3.48 i s based ( V a l e n t i n 1957, 33-34, Kart e 2 ) . His 
map co n t o u r e d the b u r i e d t i l l s u r f a c e a t i n t e r v a l s o f 
12^' (3.8m) below Ordnance Datum, and can be taken as 
r e p r e s e n t i n g the topography o f the lower v a l l e y a t about 
10,000 B.P., a f t e r f l u v i a l i n c i s i o n had taken p l a c e , but 
b e f o r e t he onset o f marine a l l u v i a t i o n . I t shews deeply 
i n c i s e d d r a i n a g e channels, i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f the River 
H u l l , c u t t i n g t o depths i n excess o f 50' (15.2m) below 
Ordnance Datum, s e t i n a broad " p l a i n " occupying some 
t w o - t h i r d s o f the a l l u v i a t e d area and l y i n g between 
Ordnance Datum and 3.8m below i t . T h is p i c t u r e o f the 
b o u l d e r - c l a y topography w i l l c l e a r l y be more ac c u r a t e and 
d e t a i l e d i n some areas than o t h e r s , and i t may be noted 
here t h a t data from the g r e a t number o f boreholes sunk 
s i n c e V a l e n t i n ' s day c o u l d p r o f i t a b l y be used t o r e f i n e 
t h i s mapping c o n s i d e r a b l y ; i t d i d , however o f f e r the 
f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e l a t e l A and RB f i n d s , i n broad 
terms, t o the g l a c i a l topography, which must i t s e l f have 
been a major f a c t o r d e t e r m i n i n g t he c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 
h e i g h t o f the a l l u v i a l s u r f a c e above i t . Furthermore, 
and f o r t he f i r s t t i m e , a s t r a t u m o f known a l t i t u d e c o u l d 
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be r e l a t e d t o p o s t u l a t e d v a l u e s o f Mean Sea Level i n the 
Humber i n the Roman p e r i o d ( f u r t h e r b e l o w ) . 

(The g r e a t depths o f b i o g e n i c and minerogenic sediments 
which can o v e r l i e t h e b u r i e d t i l l s u r f a c e w i t h i n t h e c i t y 
boundary may be gauged from the s t r a t i g r a p h i c succession 
a t S t o n e f e r r y (TA 101321, Gaunt and Tooley 1974, 31, 
f i g . 4 ) where a t i l l s u r f a c e l y i n g a t -4.5m CD i s o v e r l a i n 
by p e a t , sands and c l a y t o a h e i g h t o f £. 1.5m ADD). 

I r o n Age and Romano-British f i n d s from the a l l u v i u m 
d e p o s i t were p l o t t e d onto a l a r g e - s c a l e photographic 
enlargement o f V a l e n t i n ' s map ( f i g . 3.48). Being urban 
f i n d s , t h e m a j o r i t y o f them were much more p r e c i s e l y 
provenanced t h a n f i n d s from r u r a l areas, many o f them 
coming from domestic gardens and t h e r e f o r e a l l o w i n g f o r 
v e r y a c c u r a t e p l o t t i n g indeed. A simple s t a t i s t i c a l 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p between f i n d s and the 
depth o f the b u r i e d t i l l s u r f a c e was then undertaken 
(Tables 3.24 - 3.28). The areas between each o f 
V a l e n t i n ' s sub-surface contours were designated as 
numbered "Zones", and the percentage o f the t o t a l 
(mapped) a l l u v i a t e d area occupied by each zone was 
c a l c u l a t e d by means o f a c l o s e p o i n t - a n a l y s i s (Table 
3.24). 
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TABLE 3.24 

Zone V a l e n t i n ' s c o n t o u r s % o f a l l u v i a t e d area 

1 OD t o - 3.8m OD 64.0 
2 -3.8m OD t o -7.6m OD 22.9 
3 - 7.6m OD t o - 11.4m OD 9.1 
4 -11.4m OD t o - 15.2m OD 3.2 
5 below -15.2m OD 0.8 

To q u a l i f y f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the s t a t i s t i c a l t a b l e s a f i n d 
had t o s a t i s f y v a r i o u s c r i t e r i a : 

1. I t s provenance had t o be known s u f f i c i e n t l y 
a c c u r a t e l y t o make i t c e r t a i n which "zone" i t o r i g i n a t e d 
from. Finds whose provenance was g i v e n as a c i t y 
d i s t r i c t o r "area" encompassing more than one zone (e.£. 
G.99, from "the B i l t o n area") were thus excluded. Finds 
which, a l t h o u g h o f t h i s more g e n e r a l provenance, c o u l d 
o n l y have o r i g i n a t e d from a s i n g l e zone were, however. 
I n c l u d e d (G.64, from "the 21st Avenue area", a l l o f which 
l i e s w i t h i n Zone 1 ) . 

2. There had t o be no st a n d a r d o b j e c t i o n t h a t the f i n d 
c o u l d be a " s o u v e n i r " l o s s . G.105, a t h i r d - c e n t u r y 
b i l l o n t e t r a d r a c h m from A l e x a n d r i a , was excluded on t h i s 
ground, as was G.89, a s e s t e r t i u s o f Domitian found 
d u r i n g t he e x c a v a t i o n o f a mediaeval tenement and thus 
more l i k e l y t o be " i m p o r t e d " than r e s i d u a l . 

3. There had t o be no doubt as t o the c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
p e r i o d t o which the m a t e r i a l or s i t e i n q u e s t i o n 
belonged. Thus, G.83, p o t t e r y from F i s h St, though 
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regarded as Roman by i t s e x c a v a t o r , was excluded because 
o f t he p r e s e n t w r i t e r ' s doubts as t o i t s date; and G.16, 
a s q u a r e - d i t c h e d e n c l o s u r e graded "AP2" i n the g a z e t t e e r , 
because o f a s i m i l a r l a c k o f c e r t a i n t y . 

4. Finds which were c l e a r l y n o t i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l area 
o f d e p o s i t i o n were a l s o excluded, e_.jĝ . G.92, Roman coins 
dredged from t he R i v e r H u l l . 

The l a r g e s t c a t e g o r y o f e x c l u s i o n s c o n s i s t e d o f vaguely 
provenanced or i m p e r f e c t l y r e c orded f i n d s , and i t may be 
no t e d t h a t no a n t i q u a r i a n r e c o r d s proved a c c e p t a b l e . A l l 
except t h r e e f i n d s e v e n t u a l l y i n c l u d e d i n the a n a l y s i s 
(G.65, 74, 79) were made a f t e r the Second World War. 

The e v e n t u a l number o f s i t e s and f i n d s accepted f o r 
a n a l y s i s was f o r t y - t w o , namely: 

G.49, 57, 60-69, 72-81, 84, 88, 90-91, 93-94, 96, 98, 
100-102, 111, 128-129, 200, 201, 203, 206, 212, 214. 

[ H u l l f i n d s w i t h Gazetteer numbers h i g h e r than 214 were 
added t o the Gazetteer too l a t e t o be i n c l u d e d i n the 
q u a n t i f i c a t i o n ] . 

These are a l l p l o t t e d on f i g . 3.48. For the sake o f 
completeness, s i t e s and f i n d - s p o t s on the n o n - a l l u v i a l 
p a r t s o f the mapping area are a l s o i n c l u d e d , as are some 
f i n d s which, w h i l e too l o o s e l y provenanced t o be 
a n a l y z a b l e , can u s e f u l l y be pla c e d i n t h e i r g e n e r a l f i n d 
a r ea. As an a i d t o c l a r i t y , o n l y V a l e n t i n ' s 0, -3.8, and 
-11.4m c o n t o u r s are shewn. The f i g u r e i s an up-dated 
v e r s i o n o f Didsbury 1988, f i g . 2.3, which p l o t t e d t h i r t y -
f i v e l A and RB s i t e s and f i n d - s p o t s . 
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The sample was analyzed t o p r o v i d e the f o l l o w i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n : 

1. Percentage o f s i t e s and f i n d s per "zone" (Table 
3.25). 

2. Percentage o f s i t e s and f i n d s i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 
"n e a r e s t c o n t o u r s " (Table 3.26). 

3. D i s t a n c e o f s i t e s and f i n d s i n Zone 1 from - 3.8m 
co n t o u r ( T a b l e 3.27). 

4. D i s t a n c e from - 3.8m contour o f a l l Zone 1 and 2 
f i n d s h a v i n g t h i s as t h e i r "nearest contour" (Table 
3.28). 

TABLE 3.25. D i s t r i b u t i o n o f s i t e s and f i n d s per zone, 

Zone % o f a l l u v i a l area i n zone % o f f i n d s i n zone 
(n = 42) 

1 64.0 69.0 (n = 29) 
2 22.9 9.5 (n = 4) 
3 9.1 14.3 (n = 6) 
4 3.2 2.4 (n = 1) 
5 0.8 4.8 (n = 2) 
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TABLE 3.26. Percentage o f f i n d s h a v i n g any contour as 
n e a r e s t . 

Nearest c o n t o u r % o f f i n d s (n = 39^ * 

Om 5.1 (n = 2) 
-3.8m 71.8 (n = 28) 
-7.6m 10.3 (n = 4) 

-11.4m 7.7 (n = 3) 
-15.2m 5.1 (n = 2) 

* Three o f the f i n d s i n c l u d e d i n Table 3.25 (G.64, 94, 
and 203) are excluded here because, a l t h o u g h t h e i r zone 
i s c e r t a i n , t h e i r p r e c i s e p o s i t i o n w i t h i n i t i s unknown. 

TABLE 3.27. Di s t a n c e o f Zone 1 f i n d s from -3.8m contour 
(n = 27) . (% o f zone w i t h i n 200m o f contour = 37.0). 

D i s t a n c e from contour % o f f i n d s 

0 - 200m 63.0 (n = 17) 
201 - 400m 25.9 (n = 7) 
401 - 600m 7.4 (n = 2) 
more than 600m 3.7 (n = 1) 

* Two o f the 29 f i n d s from the zone (G.64 and 9 4 ) , 
a l t h o u g h provenanced t o Zone 1 , can not be a c c u r a t e l y 
r e l a t e d t o the -3.8m c o n t o u r . (G.203, a l t h o u g h not 
c l o s e l y p l o t t a b l e , occurs i n a p a r t o f the zone which 
s c a r c e l y exceeds 200m i n w i d t h ) . 
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TABLE 3.28. D i s t a n c e from -3.8m contour o f a l l Zone 1 
and 2 f i n d s h a v i n g i t as "nearest c o n t o u r " (n = 28). 

D i s t a n c e from -3.8m contour % of f i n d s 

0 - 200m 71.4% ( n = 20) 
201 - 400m 17.9% (n = 5) 
401 - 600m 7.1% (n = 2) . 
more than 600m 3.6% (n = 1) 

What f o l l o w s can not p r e t e n d t o be a d e t a i l e d s t a t i s t i c a l 
account, t o which the m a t e r i a l i s h a r d l y s u i t e d . The 
r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l s i z e o f the sample, and the f a c t t h a t 
e qual w e i g h t i s accorded t o each u n i t o f d a t a , whether a 
" s i t e " , a l a r g e m a t e r i a l assemblage, or a s i n g l e f i n d , 
p r e c l u d e s t h i s . As more data becomes a v a i l a b l e i n f u t u r e 
i t may be p o s s i b l e t o r e f i n e the s t a t i s t i c a l approach; 
f o r the moment, the f i g u r e s p r e s e n t e d here w i l l a t l e a s t 
serve t o f a c i l i t a t e d i s c u s s i o n o f l A and RB m a t e r i a l from 
the s i l t s and, as w i l l be shewn, h e l p t o e l u c i d a t e the 
t h e o r e t i c a l background a g a i n s t which i t s presence may be 
examined. 

The f i r s t o b s e r v a t i o n which can be made i s t h a t 69% o f 
a l l s i t e s and f i n d s occur i n Zone 1 (Table 3.25). This 
may n o t , by i t s e l f , however, be taken as i n d i c a t i n g a 
p r e f e r e n c e f o r s e t t l e m e n t on the h i g h e r l a n d o f Zone 1, 
f o r 64% o f t h e e n t i r e a l l u v i a t e d area i s occupied by t h i s 
zone, and the f i g u r e i s t h e r e f o r e c l o s e t o what one would 
expect i f a random d i s t r i b u t i o n were o p e r a t i n g . The 
v a r i a b l e s a f f e c t i n g the f i g u r e s i n Table 3.25 a r e , i n 
f a c t , too many and complex t o a l l o w any w o r t h w h i l e 
c o n c l u s i o n s t o be drawn from i t . For example, 
d i f f e r e n t i a l r a t e s o f a l l u v i a t i o n from zone t o zone 

-327-



cannot be e s t i m a t e d ; the ease and frequency w i t h which an 
o c c u p a t i o n l e v e l w i l l be d i s t u r b e d w i l l depend not o n l y 
on the depth a t which i t i s l o c a t e d but a l s o by the k i n d 
o f e a r t h - p e n e t r a t i n g a c t i v i t y b e i n g undertaken, and the 
l a t t e r w i l l t e n d t o be d i f f e r e n t i n the i n n e r c i t y from 
the suburbs; a g a i n , c o n t i n u e d d i s t u r b a n c e o f s t r a t a 
w i t h i n the Old Town, i n c l u d i n g a s h i f t i n the course o f 
the H u l l i n the e a r l y mediaeval p e r i o d ( F r o s t 1827), 
makes assessment d i f f i c u l t . 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f the r e l a t i o n o f s i t e s and f i n d s t o 
t h e i r n e a r e s t c o n t o u r (Tables 3.26 - 3.28) i s , however, 
more i n t e r e s t i n g . Not o n l y do 71.8 % o f a l l s i t e s and 
f i n d s have the -3.8ra contour as t h e i r nearest (Table 
3.26), b u t 63% o f a l l s i t e s and f i n d s i n Zone 1 are from 
w i t h i n 200m o f i t (Table 3.27). Since o n l y 37% o f the 
l a n d i n Zone 1 l i e s w i t h i n 200m o f the c o n t o u r , t h i s may 
be s i g n i f i c a n t . When a l l s i t e s and f i n d s from Zones 1 
and 2 are c o n s i d e r e d , i t i s seen t h a t 71.4% occur w i t h i n 
200m o f the c o n t o u r (Table 3.28). 

I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s i t e s and f i n d s 
w i t h i n Zone 1 (Table 3.27) should shew such a marked and 
r a p i d f a l l - o f f away from the -3.8m contour towards 
Ordnance Datum, r a t h e r than v i c e v e r s a . There appear t o 
be no f a c t o r s o p e r a t i n g w i t h i n t h i s l i m i t e d area i n s i d e 
Zone 1 which would account f o r a much h i g h e r r a t e o f 
d i s c o v e r y than elsewhere i n the zone. I t i s t r u e t h a t 
the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f f i n d s s outh o f Greylees Avenue 
occurs i n an area developed f o r housing d u r i n g the l a s t 
t w e n t y y e a r s , b u t much o f the area t o the west has been 
s i m i l a r l y developed and i s "empty" o f f i n d s . I t may 
t e n t a t i v e l y be suggested, t h e n , t h a t t h i s c o n t o u r , 
marking the edge o f the h i g h e s t a l l u v i a t e d zone, was 
somehow f u n c t i o n i n g c r i t i c a l l y i n r e g a r d t o s e t t l e m e n t ; 
i t may n o t be unreasonable t o suppose, i n f a c t , t h a t i t 
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r e p r e s e n t s , i n broad terms, the e f f e c t i v e " s h o r e l i n e " o f 
t h i s p a r t o f the Humber e s t u a r y i n the e a r l y f i r s t 
m i l l e n n i u m A.D. I f t h i s i s the case, then o c c u p a t i o n 
s i t e s a l o n g i t would have been c l o s e t o the main r i v e r 
channel o f the H u l l and t o whatever remained o f the o t h e r 
d r a i n a g e channels i n the area ( i t should be remembered 
t h a t one o f them, the Old F l e e t , s u r v i v e d t o be named i n 
mediaeval t i m e s ) . They would a l s o have been w e l l placed 
t o e x p l o i t the t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s a f f o r d e d by the 
r i v e r , and the broad w e t l a n d zone behind, which could 
have o f f e r e d r i c h e c o l o g i c a l resources i n c l u d i n g 
p asturage f o r l i v e s t o c k . Land lower than Zone 1 would 
presumably have been p r o g r e s s i v e l y s u b j e c t t o t i d a l 
i n f l u e n c e . 

I t i s e s s e n t i a l t o ask, o f course, whether such a view o f 
t h i n g s can be supported by what i s known o f the h e i g h t o f 
Mean Sea L e v e l ( h e n c e f o r t h MSL) i n the Humber e s t u a r y a t 
t h i s p e r i o d , a n d t h i s w i l l be discus s e d below. 

[ I t s h o u l d be noted here t h a t MSL may be d e f i n e d i n a 
v a r i e t y o f ways, and t o such a degree t h a t i t has been 
suggested t h a t i t i s almost an i l l u s o r y concept (Everard 
1980, 3 ) . I t has a l s o been suggested t h a t Mean Tide 
L e v e l (MTL) would be a b e t t e r datum f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
purposes ( J a r d i n e 1976, quoted i n Everard, l o c . c i t . ) . 
The MSL v a l u e s used i n the f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n are 
d e r i v e d from a graph o f s e a - l e v e l changes i n north-west 
England p u b l i s h e d by Tooley (Gaunt and Tooley 1974, f i g . 
6; Tooley 1980, f i g . 3 5 ) , discus s e d f u r t h e r below. The 
s e a - l e v e l curve p r e s e n t e d i n these graphs i s r e f e r r e d t o 
as t he "mean s e a - l e v e l curve" i n the e a r l i e r o f the two 
papers quoted above, b u t the l a t e r makes i t c l e a r t h a t 
the curve i s a c t u a l l y t h a t o f MTL and t h a t i t has been 
p o s t u l a t e d by assuming a c o n s t a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
MTL and the Mean High Water S p r i n g Tides Level (which i s 

-329-



what Tooley a c t u a l l y measured) throughout the F l a n d r i a n 
s t a g e . MSL i n the d i s c u s s i o n below should t h e r e f o r e be 
understood t o be e q u i v a l e n t t o MTL]. 

I t i s now g e n e r a l l y accepted t h a t r e s t o r a t i o n o f sea-
l e v e l s d u r i n g t he F l a n d r i a n has been accomplished by a 
s e r i e s o f o s c i l l a t i o n s , s u c c e s s i v e l y h i g h e r marine 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s b e i n g separated by r e g r e s s i v e p e r i o d s o f 
lowe r MSL (Thompson 1980, passim). Each o s c i l l a t i o n 
comprises a t r a n s g r e s s i v e c o n t a c t and a r e g r e s s i v e 
c o n t a c t , and the whole c y c l e may be r e f e r r e d t o as a 
" t r a n s g r e s s i o n " (Tooley 1980, 8 0 ) . Many l o c a l f a c t o r s 
a f f e c t b o t h t he exact t i m i n g o f these events and the 
a l t i m e t r i c l e v e l s a t which they occur, but evidence from 
s e v e r a l p a r t s o f B r i t a i n suggests t h a t the Roman p e r i o d 
e f f e c t i v e l y c o - i n c i d e d w i t h the t r a n s g r e s s i v e phase of 
one o f these c y c l e s , o c c u p a t i o n h o r i z o n s dependent on 
e a r l y low s e a - l e v e l s h a v i n g t o be abandoned or p r o t e c t e d 
from t he m i d - t h i r d c e n t u r y onwards (Devoy 1980, 145; 
Simmons 1980). I n the Humber i t s e l f the shingle-bottomed 
haven a t Brough p r o v i d e d a t t r a c t i v e harbourage i n the 
f i r s t c e n t u r y A.D., but had s i l t e d up by the middle o f 
the f o u r t h (Wacher 1969, 80-81, f i g . 3 3 ) , and a t South 
F e r r i b y , on the s o u t h e r n bank. Smith (1958) recorded two 
marine t r a n s g r e s s i o n s , one c u l m i n a t i n g b e f o r e Romano-
B r i t i s h times and the o t h e r o c c u r r i n g d u r i n g the f i r s t to 
f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s A.D. For some areas o f B r i t a i n , 
t i m e / d e p t h curves o f changes i n MSL can be e s t a b l i s h e d , 
one o f the most d e t a i l e d o f these b e i n g t h a t c o n s t r u c t e d 
by Tooley (1980, 82, f i g . 3 5 ) f o r north-west England, 
where t e n t r a n s g r e s s i o n maxima, de s i g n a t e d Lytham I - X, 
have been r e c o g n i s e d between c. 9,500 r a d i o - c a r b o n years 
BP and the p r e s e n t day. 

The i m p o r t a n c e , f o r the pr e s e n t s t u d y , o f Tooley's work 
i n n o r t h - w e s t England i s t h a t , a l t h o u g h s e a - l e v e l changes 
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i n t he Humber e s t u a r y are not known i n comparable d e t a i l , 
t h e r e i s s u f f i c i e n t evidence t o suggest a c l o s e l y s i m i l a r 
p a t t e r n o f f l u c t u a t i on (Gaunt and Tooley 1974). Where 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s can be compared d i r e c t l y w i t h those i n 
n o r t h - w e s t England, they appear t o occur some 4ra lower 
(Gaunt and Tooley 1974, 3 9 ) . The e a r l i e s t p e r i o d f o r 
which t h i s s y s t e m a t i c displacement can be demonstrated 
occurs around 5300 r a d i o c a r b o n years BP (Lytham V I , Gaunt 
and Tooley 1974, 36) and i t appears t o have been 
m a i n t a i n e d a t l e a s t u n t i l the Late Bronze/Iron Age 
t r a n s g r e s s i o n Lytham V I I I (Gaunt and Tooley 1974, 38, 
f i g . 6 ) . The t r a n s g r e s s i v e c o n t a c t o f t h i s l a t t e r c y c l e 
peaked a t £. 2600 r a d i o - c a r b o n years BP, w i t h MSL 
o c c u r r i n g a t £. Im AOD i n the n o r t h - w e s t and p r o b a b l y £. 

3m OD i n the Humber Basin; d u r i n g the f o l l o w i n g 
r e g r e s s i v e c o n t a c t MSL f e l l t o around Ordnance Datum i n 
the n o r t h - w e s t by £. 2150 r a d i o - c a r b o n years BP, i m p l y i n g 
an a l t i t u d e o f £. -4m OD i n the Humber e s t u a r y . 

There seems t o be no reason why t h i s £. 4m displacement 
s h o u l d n o t have been m a i n t a i n e d d u r i n g Lytham IX (which 
Gaunt and Tooley - 1974, 38 - equate w i t h Smith's Romano-
B r i t i s h t r a n s g r e s s s i o n a t South F e r r i b y r e f e r r e d to 
above) though a t p r e s e n t t h i s cannot be demonstrated. I f 
such were the case, however, then MSL i n p a r t s o f the 
Humber e s t u a r y c o u l d have been as low as £. -3m OD a t the 
b e g i n n i n g o f the Roman o c c u p a t i o n , r i s i n g t o £. -2,3m OD 
d u r i n g the l a t e r p a r t o f the p e r i o d . These f i g u r e s can 
s c a r c e l y be regarded as p r e c i s e , c a l c u l a t e d as they are 
by d i r e c t measurement from Tooley's p u b l i s h e d MSL curves 
(Gaunt and Tooley 1974, f i g . 6; Tooley 1980, f i g . 3 5 ) b u t 
t h e y may serve t o i n d i c a t e the range o f s e a - l e v e l s under 
d i s c u s s i o n . 

One p o s s i b l e o b j e c t i o n t o t h i s range o f values i s t h a t i t 
does n o t accord w e l l w i t h Wacher's c a l c u l a t i o n s o f MSL a t 
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Brough between the l a t e t h i r d and the l a t e f o u r t h 
c e n t u r y , w h i c h he suggested c o u l d have been -1.52m ( 5 ' ) 
OD and 0.61m ( 2 ' ) AOD r e s p e c t i v e l y (Wacher 1969, 78, 80, 
f i g . 3 3 ) . I t might be thought t h a t Wacher's f i g u r e s have 
the advantage o f b e i n g based upon measurement of 
sedimentary d e p o s i t s a c t u a l l y observed d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n 
o n l y some seven m i l e s west o f the H u l l , and should 
t h e r e f o r e be p r e f e r r e d t o t h e f i g u r e s proposed above; 
t h e r e i s , however, ground f o r t r e a t i n g Wacher's 
c a l c u l a t i o n w i t h extreme c a u t i o n and f o r r e g a r d i n g i t , a t 
b e s t , as r e f l e c t i n g a v e r y l o c a l i s e d phenomenon. 
( E v e r a r d [1980, 6] p o i n t s o u t , f o r example t h a t MSL i s 
e x t r e m e l y s e n s i t i v e t o changes i n the form o f the shore, 
depth o f t i d a l channels, and o t h e r shore f e a t u r e s , and 
t h a t a l o n g an i r r e g u l a r coast such changes can r e s u l t i n 
f l u c t u a t i o n s i n measured MSL o f up t o £. 0.6m). The main 
o b j e c t i o n r e s t s i n the f a c t t h a t h i s f i g u r e s n e c e s s i t a t e 
a r i s e i n MSL o f some 2.13ra i n a l i t t l e over a c e n t u r y , a 
t r u l y massive and r a p i d r i s e when one c o n s i d e r s t h a t the 
t o t a l a l t i m e t r i c range o f the t r a n s g r e s s i v e c o n t a c t o f 
Lytham IX i n n o r t h - w e s t England i s o n l y 1.7m and t h a t 
t h i s occurs over a time-span o f some 600 y e a r s ; indeed, 
t o f i n d a t r a n s g r e s s i v e c o n t a c t o f s i m i l a r a l t i m e t r i c 
range i n n o r t h - w e s t England one has t o go back t o Lytham 
V I I , w h i c h encompassed a r i s e o f 2.3ra over a p e r i o d o f 
some 800 years between c. 4200 and £. 3400 r a d i o - c a r b o n 
years BP. 

Enough has been s a i d t o show t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e , i n 
the l i g h t o f c u r r e n t knowledge, t o a r r i v e a t a MSL/MTL 
va l u e f o r the Humber e s t u a r y i n the Roman p e r i o d which i s 
anywhere near p r e c i s e enough f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l purposes. 
I t seems a t p r e s e n t u n l i k e l y t h a t the work needed t o 
remedy t h i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l be undertaken i n the 
f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e , though i t might be thought t h a t a 
r e s e a r c h programme designed t o i n v e s t i g a t e and date the 
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s t r a t i g r a p h i c succession i n s e l e c t e d p a r t s o f the 
a l l u v i u m d e p o s i t would be a m a t t e r o f urgent i n t e r e s t t o 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s and palaeo-geographers a l i k e . L e t us 
assume f o r the moment, however, t h a t the p o s t u l a t e d value 
o f MSL between £. -3m and £. -2.3m OD i s b r o a d l y c o r r e c t ; 
i f t h i s i s the case, t h e n , i n l i g h t o f the f a c t t h a t two 
t h i r d s o f the v a l l e y s i l t s have an u n d e r l y i n g boulder 
c l a y s u r f a c e between -3.8m OD and OD, i t i s c l e a r l y not 
out o f the q u e s t i o n t h a t by the Roman p e r i o d , a f t e r 
s e v e r a l thousand years o f b i o g e n i c and minerogenic 
d e p o s i t i o n , t h e y may a l r e a d y have supported a depth o f 
sediment h i g h enough t o form an e x p l o i t a b l e " l a n d " 
s u r f a c e . 

The present-day t i d a l range i n the lower Humber i s i n the 
or d e r o f 19' (5.76m) (Sheppard 1956, 422-424, and f i g . 
8 6 ) . The h i g h e s t s p r i n g t i d e s r i s e t o £. 3.9m AOD and 
f a l l t o £. -1,8m OD, The s u r f a c e from which the e a r l y 
Roman d i t c h a t Greylees Avenue was c u t l a y a t 1.56m AOD, 
î .£. between 4,56m and 3.86m above the Mean Tide Levels 
we have p o s t u l a t e d f o r the b e g i n n i n g and end o f the Roman 
p e r i o d . Put another way, the h e i g h t o f the Greylees 
Avenue l a n d s u r f a c e above Roman Mean Tide Level was 
e q u i v a l e n t t o between 67.0% and 79.2% o f the e n t i r e 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y t i d a l range, a f a c t which suggests t h a t 
i t would have been out o f reach o f the h i g h e s t s p r i n g 
t i d e s t h r o u g h o u t i t s o c c u p a t i o n i f a s i m i l a r t i d a l range 
were then i n o p e r a t i o n . These a l t i m e t r i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
are d e p i c t e d d i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y i n f i g . 3.49. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e are as y e t no o t h e r RB occ u p a t i o n 
l e v e l s w i t h i n the a l l u v i a t e d area whose h e i g h t s are known 
(see, however, G.206 and 220, which may p r o v i d e such 
i n f o r m a t i o n ) . I t should be c l e a r , however, t h a t i f the 
above f i g u r e s are b r o a d l y c o r r e c t , a f a c t i m p l i e d by the 
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by t h e Greylees Avenue o c c u p a t i o n , then t h e r e must have 
been l a r g e areas i n Zones 1 and 2 where the a l l u v i u m was 
a l r e a d y i n the e a r l y f i r s t m i l l e n n i u m beyond the reach o f 
th e h i g h e s t s p r i n g t i d e s . There i s a l s o , i n f a c t , a 
l i t t l e evidence t o suggest t h a t i n t e r - t i d a l c o n d i t i o n s 
o b t a i n e d i n the lower p a r t s o f Zone 3 i n the second h a l f 
o f the Roman p e r i o d : the complete j a r from Thoresby 
S t r e e t (G.65) r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r i n t h i s s e c t i o n was 
d e s c r i b e d by Thomas Sheppard (1912, 188-189) as h a v i n g 
been c l o s e l y entwined i n the r o o t s o f a t r e e when found, 
the marks o f which i t bore upon i t s s u r f a c e . I n s p e c t i o n 
o f these marks suggested t o the present a u t h o r , however, 
t h a t t h e y had been caused by a marine organism, a view 
which was subsequently c o n f i r m e d by Dr N e v i l l e Jones, o f 
the Department o f Marine Zoology a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
H u l l . Dr Jones, t o whom I am g r a t e f u l f o r examining 
these marks, i s o f the o p i n i o n t h a t they c o u l d o n l y have 
been caused by n e r e i s d l v e r s i c o l o r , or ragworm ( p e r s . 
comm., 28.4.1986). T h i s animal l i v e s i n an i n t e r - t i d a l 
h a b i t a t (Dales 1967) w i t h s a l i n i t y s i m i l a r t o t h a t 
o b t a i n i n g i n the e s t u a r y near H u l l a t the present day. 
I t n o r m a l l y adopts a v e r t i c a l l i f e - p o s t u r e , i t s lower 
p a r t s r o o t e d i n reduced mud, and i t s head i n oxygenated 
mud a e r a t e d by t i d a l a c t i o n upon the s i l t s . When stones 
or o t h e r o b j e c t s occur, however, p r e v e n t i n g a e r a t i o n o f 
the s i l t s beneath, i t tends t o burrow l a t e r a l l y beneath 
them, commonly l e a v i n g the branchy, angular t r a c e s o f i t s 
l i v i n g t u n n e l s on the underside o f such o b j e c t s . The 
t u n n e l s are mucus-lined, and t h e i r i r r i g a t i o n w i t h 
oxygenated water would have caused the a c c r e t i o n o f i r o n 
o x i d e s which are v i s i b l e on the o b j e c t under d i s c u s s i o n . 
Dr Jones p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the marks i n q u e s t i o n o c c u r r e d 
over a l i m i t e d s u r f a c e area on o n l y one side o f the pot 
and t h a t t h i s was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s h a v i n g been l y i n g 
on i t s s i d e , o n l y p a r t a l l y b u r i e d , on mud f l a t s i n a 
sh a l l o w , b r a c k i s h environment not s u b j e c t t o g r e a t 
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disturbance. The j a r i s described as a "probable" 
Crambeck product by Mary Kitson Clark (1935, 93) but 
V i v i e n Swann has suggested to me (pers. comm., November 
1989) that i t i s b e t t e r regarded as of t h i r d - c e n t u r y 
date. I t may be noted that a La Tene 2 type sword from 
Hymers Avenue (G.72) came from very close by i n the same 
zone, a f a c t which may h i n t at the reasons f o r i t s 
presence. Whatever the precise conditions p r e v a i l i n g 
there i n the l a t e r I r o n Age, the sword ( i f i t was t r u l y 
found i n s i t u ) derives from a zone which i s l i k e l y to 
have been a l i t t o r a l one nox^here f a r removed from water, 
and i t may thus be that here we have another expression 
of those " r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s i n v o l v i n g warriors and 
wetness" noted by C h a l l i s and Harding (1975, 176). 

Given the l i m i t a t i o n s of our present data i t would be 
f o o l i s h to attempt a d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e of the environment 
of the a l l u v i a t e d area i n the Romano-British period, and 
thus of the economy which i t might have sustained. We 
might not be f a r wrong, however, i n b e l i e v i n g the 
s i t u a t i o n to have been s i m i l a r i n i t s main aspects to 
tha t supposed by June Sheppard (1958, 1) to have obtained 
during the e a r l y second millennium A.D.: "Centuries of 
flooding....had l e d to the accumulation o f . . . . s i l t i n the 
lower v a l l e y , and t h i s had raised the l e v e l of the land, 
e s p e c i a l l y close to the main channel of the H u l l . I t 
seems l i k e l y t h a t by the tenth century some land was 
above the danger of t i d a l f l o o d i n g except during 
p a r t i c u l a r l y high spring t i d e s , but much was subject to 
regular floods and c a r r i e d salt-marsh vegetation. A few 
small hamlets, e.g. Drypool, Marfleet. Myton and 
Southcotes, had emerged on the dry s i t e s by 1086 but the 
r e s t of the salt-marsh was avoided" (my i t a l i c s ) . 

There are reasons f o r supposing th a t the two main areas 
of land supposed by Sheppard to have been capable of 
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supporting settlement, i.e, the r i v e r bank and the s i t e s 
of the e a r l y mediaeval hamlets which preceded the 
foundation of H u l l , a c t u a l l y d i d so i n both periods. 
Pottery assemblages c o l l e c t e d by the author from the 
Haworth H a l l area of l i n e a r Romano-British settlement 
along the west bank of the H u l l include t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y 
wares which do not appear i n the H u l l ceramic record 
(pers.comm., Gareth Watkins, 1988), the f i r s t time that 
" p r e - H u l l " a c t i v i t y has been demonstrated i n t h i s area. 
Three of the hamlets noted by Sheppard (Drypool, Marfleet 
and Southcotes) l i e w i t h i n Zone 1 to the east of the 
H u l l , and i t i s noteworthy t h a t there are now three f i n d s 
known from the Marfleet area, two p o t t e r y assemblages and 
one f i n d of coins (G.214, 102, 101), suggesting th a t the 
e a r l y medieval hamlet may have been preceded by an area 
of Romano-British settlement i n the same area, on the 
western bank of the Old Fleet, which formerly drained the 
eastern p a r t of the lower H u l l v a l l e y , as noted i n 
section 1.3 ( f i g . 3.50). 

The economic st r a t e g y of settlements on the alluvium 
would doubtless have var i e d according to t h e i r precise 
l o c a t i o n s . I t i s l i k e l y that animal husbandry would 
always have been a major component, and Devoy (1980, 144) 
has pointed out that an i n t e r t i d a l area can be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s u i t e d to l i v e s t o c k grazing during a 
transgressive period. M i l i t a r y involvement i n the 
development of s i m i l a r estuarine t r a c t s f o r s t o c k - r a i s i n g 
has been postulated i n the Wentlooge and Caldicot Levels 
i n Gwent (Boon 1980, A l l e n and F u l f o r d 1986) and, while 
no such evidence i s at present a v a i l a b l e f o r the H u l l 
v a l l e y , i t may be borne i n mind that the existence of 
large t r a c t s of r i c h p o t e n t i a l grazing w i t h i n the 
h i n t e r l a n d of Brough/Petuaria, some 11 kms to the west, 
might not have gone un-noticed by the a u t h o r i t i e s there. 
There i s as yet no evidence to shew whether a road 
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heading E.N.E. from Petuaria and v i s i b l e as f a r as 
Swanland (G.148, 186; section 3.2.2; f i g . 3.1) continued 
any f u r t h e r to give access to the lower v a l l e y and 
Holderness proper but, i f i t d i d so, i t could have 
crossed the higher alluvium somewhere i n the north of the 
present c i t y , serving such s i t e s as Greylees Avenue and 
l i n k i n g Petuaria w i t h an economically valuable resource 
base. 

A road terminus on the west bank of the H u l l i n the 
Greylees Avenue/Haworth H a l l settlement area could also 
have allowed goods and/or passengers brought downstream 
from the East Yorkshire i n t e r i o r and destined f o r 
Petuaria to be off-loaded to f i n i s h t h e i r journey by 
road. The River H u l l was one of the main export routes 
f o r the arable produce and wool of North-east Yorkshire, 
the Wolds and Southern Holderness i n the fourteenth 
century (Waites 1968, 140-141), these commodities being 
loaded onto boats at c o l l e c t i o n centres at Wansford (TA 
0656), i n the upper v a l l e y , and Beverley. I t may be 
noted t h a t , i n a d d i t i o n to wool and f o o d s t u f f s , 
commodities such as Crambeck p o t t e r y would have been 
s u i t e d to d i s t r i b u t i o n by way of the H u l l i n the Roman 
period. The high cost of road i n comparison wi t h 
waterborne t r a n s p o r t i n the Roman period i s w e l l known 
(Greene 1986, 39-42), but a vessel coming down the H u l l 
on the ebb t i d e to make use of the current would probably 
have had to t i e up near the mouth of the H u l l to wait f o r 
the f l o o d i f i t wished to t u r n i n t o the Huraber to make 
westwards f o r Petuaria. I t could thus have been easier 
and cheaper i n c e r t a i n circumstances to o f f - l o a d i n the 
lower H u l l , e s p e c i a l l y i f the vessels used on the H u l l 
were not also s u i t e d to the n o t o r i o u s l y hazardous 
conditions p r e v a i l i n g i n the middle reaches of the Huraber 
(Wacher 1969, 76-81). This i s to speculate, of course, 
but i t serves once again to i n d i c a t e the p o s s i b i l i t y that 
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the r a i s o n d'etre of the Greylees Avenue/Haworth H a l l 
settlement complex may have had as much to do w i t h 
t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t i e s as anything else, i n which case i t s 
development may f i n d p a r a l l e l s i n such small roadside 
"towns" i n the region as Shiptonthorpe ( M i l l e t t 1985) and 
Hibaldstow r a t h e r than i n other classes of settlement. 

I f p a s t o r a l a g r i c u l t u r e and transport f a c i l i t i e s were the 
main reasons f o r settlement on the s i l t s , they need not 
have been the only ones. The ecolo g i c a l resources of 
these wetlands have been stressed throughout t h i s study, 
but i t should also be noted th a t there are crops which 
could have been both economically p r o f i t a b l e and suited 
to the environmental conditions. Flax (Ramm 1978, 109) 
and hemp are obvious candidates f o r such a h a b i t a t , and 
i t might also be noted th a t barley i s very t o l e r a n t of 
sa l i n e c o n d i t i o n s . The range of uses to which the H u l l 
Bank area was put i n the mediaeval period has also been 
demonstrated i n the case-study of Burn Park Farm (G.145, 
sec t i o n 3.2.2.2). The p o s s i b i l i t y that s a l t may have 
been evaporated i n the t h i r t e e n t h century i n the a l l u v i a l 
f l a t s south-east of the Sutton clay " i s l a n d " , and thus 
conceivably i n s i m i l a r environmental conditions at an 
e a r l i e r period also, has li k e w i s e already been mooted i n 
the case-study of the Salthouse High School settlement 
(G.97, se c t i o n 2.3.2.1). 

Confirmation t h a t parts of the carrland surrounding the 
Sutton clays were accessible i n the Roman as w e l l as i n 
the mediaeval period has r e c e n t l y come w i t h the discovery 
i n 1987, by Tony Bibby, of seventeen bronze coins between 
the North and East Carrs (G.201). The coins a l l date to 
the period A.D. 330-335, and those w i t h l e g i b l e mint-
marks a l l come from western mints ( S i t c h n.d, Didsbury 
1990). There are i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t the coins were 
o r i g i n a l l y i n rouleaux, and they undoubtedly represent 
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the remains of a hoard which, u n l i k e the other hoards i n 
the v i c i n i t y , had been deposited, not on an i s l a n d of 
higher t i l l , but i n Zone 1 alluvium. The f i n d suggests 
not only the p r o b a b i l i t y of as yet undiscovered l a t e 
Roman settlement on the adjacent t i l l i t s e l f but also 
t h a t these lower areas i n the f o u r t h century were s t i l l 
i n a s t a t e which made i t both possible and appropriate to 
conceal coin there i n the reasonable expectation of i t s 
l a t e r recovery. 

There would thus seem to be several grounds f o r 
suspecting t h a t the e a r l y mediaeval settlement of the 
alluvium deposit was to some extent r e - c a p i t u l a t i n g a 
p a t t e r n of c o l o n i s a t i o n , and possibly of economic 
st r a t e g y , which had f i r s t obtained a millennium e a r l i e r , 
a p a r a l l e l i s m which Boon (1980, 28-29) has shewn to have 
occurred i n the Gwent Levels. B l a s h l l l ' s reconstruction 
of t w e l f t h - and t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a g r i c u l t u r e on the 
alluvium has already been discussed ( B l a s h i l l 1892; 
se c t i o n 2.3.2.1), and i t i s worth noting i n t h i s context 
th a t he regarded the expanse of "ings and carrs" between 
the high c l a y - l a n d of Sutton and the H u l l as having been 
of economic importance not only to settlement on the t i l l 
" i s l a n d " i t s e l f , but also to areas of (already 
established by the t w e l f t h century) "ancient enclosures 
and t i l l a g e " along the east bank of the River H u l l . 

I t i s , f i n a l l y , of f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t , i n regard to 
p a r a l l e l s between Roman and mediaeval use of the 
allu v i u m , that i n north-west England the Romano-British 
transgression Lytham IX i s r e p l i c a t e d almost exactly i n 
height and d u r a t i o n by Lytham X, which reached i t s 
highest l e v e l s about A.D. 1300, a period f o r which there 
i s documentary evidence f o r severe f l o o d i n g i n the lower 
H u l l v a l l e y (Frost 1827, 32). Any RB c o l o n i z a t i o n of the 
alluvium deposit might thus be seen as occurring at a 
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s i m i l a r p o i n t i n r e l a t i o n to the marine transgression 
cycle (i..e^. e stablished during the transgressive contact) 
as the h i s t o r i c a l l y a t t e s t e d occupation i n mediaeval 
times. The mediaeval c o l o n i s t s of the lower v a l l e y 
a l luvium maintained a somewhat precarious f o o t h o l d 
despite these events, aided by t h e i r a b i l i t y to 
strengthen and maintain previously established f l o o d 
banks along the Humber shore (J.A.Sheppard 1956, 101-
102); whether or not Romano-British populations managed 
to continue to l i v e i n the a l l u v i a l areas despite s i m i l a r 
conditions i s unknown and i s l i k e l y to remain d i f f i c u l t 
to a s c e r t a i n f o r the very reason t h a t the Romano-British 
marine transgression must have been nearing i t s height at 
the very period during which sub-Roman populations become 
d i f f i c u l t t o loca t e I n the archaeological record. 

********************* 
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CHAPTER 4 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The aim of t h i s concluding chapter i s to o f f e r a b r i e f 
synthesis of what has gone before, summarising some of 
the ways i n which our views of the study area have been 
changed by recent research; i t attempts to elucidate 
some major questions a r i s i n g from t h i s research and to 
suggest the kinds of f u r t h e r work which w i l l be 
necessary to resolve them. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of a f u l l y comprehensive and up-to-
date gazetteer of s i t e s and fi n d - s p o t s , which may be 
regarded as a p r e - r e q u i s i t e f o r any region a l study of 
t h i s k i n d , was, as noted from the outset, a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y urgent p r i o r i t y i n the case of the lower 
H u l l v a l l e y . I t i s perhaps worth s t r e s s i n g at t h i s 
p o i n t , t h e r e f o r e , the sheer amount of inf o r m a t i o n which 
the author's researches have added to the record, to 
which end some simple q u a n t i f i c a t i o n s may be o f f e r e d . 
As the I n t r o d u c t i o n to the Gazetteer makes cl e a r , some 
72 s i t e s and f i n d s p o t s , almost exactly a t h i r d of the 
e n t i r e Gazetteer, are here l i s t e d f o r the f i r s t time, 
while over h a l f of i t s e n t r i e s do not appear i n 
Loughlin and M i l l e r (1979), the most recent published 
data resource f o r the region. While i t i s fi e l d w o r k 
since 1983 th a t has added such s i t e s as Fishpond Wood, 
Risby (G.139) to the settlement p a t t e r n , much of the 
increase i n the database stems from a r c h i v a l research 
and c o l l a t i o n , the importance of which should not be 
overlooked: such classes of evidence were c r u c i a l to 
p o s t u l a t i o n and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of a Romano-British 
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settlement of parts of the H u l l alluvium deposit, 
perhaps the most r a d i c a l r e v i s i o n of established 
opinion o f f e r e d by the t h e s i s . Equally, while the bulk 
of the present work has been concerned w i t h primary 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h i s new body of data, rather than 
w i t h i n i t i a t i n g a f i e l d w o r k programme based upon i t , i t 
should be noted th a t i t was response to a simple 
" f i n d s p o t " entry (G.160) which l e d to the discovery of 
an h i t h e r t o unknown occupation s i t e at High Eske Farm 
(G.161). 

Some f u r t h e r archive work which may be expected to 
y i e l d valuable data s t i l l remains to be undertaken 
(above, p. 311), but t h i s i n i t i a l stage of the enquiry 
i s e s s e n t i a l l y now over. The main task f o r the futu r e 
i s the maintenance and augmentation of an established 
SMR, rather than (as at the outset of the author's 
work) the necessity of constructing one. The 
mechanisms of SMR enhancement and data r e t r i e v a b i l i t y 
are now f i r m l y i n place at both H u l l Museums and the 
Humberside Unit and there should be l i t t l e f u r t h e r 
occasion f o r the kind of inform a t i o n loss which was 
noted at the outset of t h i s study ( s e c t i o n 1.4.4, 
above). The way i s now open both f o r the design of 
fi e l d w o r k programmes based on the present gazetteer and 
the i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o i t of the "data explosion" which 
the experience of other area sampling programmes, f o r 
instance the Holme on Spalding Moor Project (Halkon 
1987), suggests w i l l f o l l o w . That our expectations of 
g r e a t l y increased s i t e d e n s i t i e s are probably j u s t i f i e d 
also gains support, indeed, from the f a c t that r u r a l 
s i t e s such as Fishpond Wood and High Eske Farm, 
c o n s i s t i n g of surface s c a t t e r s i n areas devoid of 
a e r i a l photographic evidence, owe t h e i r discovery to a 
r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l of fi e l d w o r k " i n p u t " . A 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the fi e l d w o r k and other research which 
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w i l l be needed to enable us to extend our understanding 
of settlement i n the study area i s int e g r a t e d i n t o the 
b r i e f chronological survey which f o l l o w s . 

That the mixed clay and a l l u v i a l landscapes east of the 
Wolds were to some extent being u t i l i s e d before the end 
of the Middle I r o n Age i s evident from the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of square ditched barrows. As we have seen, however, 
both the s i g n i f i c a n c e and the chronology of t h i s 
d i s t r i b u t i o n are f a r from c l e a r . Excavated barrows at 
Scorborough and on Beverley Westwood (G.2) have 
produced almost no dating evidence, and the small 
cemetery on the banks of the Lambwath Stream (G.152) i s 
conventionally accorded a " l a t e " date w i t h i n the Arras 
b u r i a l t r a d i t i o n s o l e l y on morphological grounds. The 
precise l o c a t i o n of the barrow groups, and t h e i r 
r e l a t i o n to nearby undated settlement cropmarks, where 
these e x i s t , are also susceptible to a v a r i e t y of 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Thus, i s o l a t e d or small groups of 
barrows, which on the edge of the Wolds might be 
considered as belonging to an e a r l y stage of the b u r i a l 
t r a d i t i o n , before the r i t e had spread from selected 
i n d i v i d u a l s to the whole adult community, might equally 
convincingly i n the landscapes under discussion be seen 
as r e f l e c t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of small domestic groups 
engaged i n woodland clearance and c o l o n i s a t i o n of the 
clays towards the end of the Middle I r o n Age. The ro l e 
played by the r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e of water i n 
determining the s i t i n g of some of these barrows close 
to watercourses also needs to be taken i n t o account, 
e s p e c i a l l y where there i s an apparent absence of 
associated settlement, f o r i t i s a f a c t o r capable of 
confusing any simple model of clayland c o l o n i s a t i o n 
which accords a " l a t e " date to such features s o l e l y on 
the grounds of t h e i r e a s t e r l y l o c a t i o n . 
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The major questions which need to be asked of t h i s 
period i n Holderness a l l centre upon the chronology and 
ra t e of f o r e s t clearance and lowland " c o l o n i s a t i o n " , 
and the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between t h i s process and the 
dynamics of s o c i a l changes which can be observed on the 
Wolds at s i t e s such as Wetwang Slack, where the 
nu c l e a t i o n of the settlement and f o r m a l i s a t i o n of the 
b u r i a l area during the t h i r d and second centuries B.C. 
are consistent w i t h a s i t u a t i o n i n which there was 
growing pressure on a v a i l a b l e land, whether due to s o i l 
exhaustion, r i s i n g population, c l i m a t i c d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
or a combination of such f a c t o r s . Haselgrove (1984, 
17) has suggested that the p o l l e n evidence from the 
north-east of England as a whole i s b e t t e r i n t e r p r e t e d 
as r e f l e c t i n g a process of f o r e s t clearances which 
culminated i n the c l o s i n g stage of the I r o n Age, rather 
than a sudden i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n associated w i t h an 
increase i n arable farming, and has pointed ( l o c . c i t . ) 
to the Middle I r o n Age settlement of boulder-clay 
lowlands n o r t h of the Tyne and the l i k e l i h o o d that 
c o l o n i s a t i o n of s i m i l a r areas such as Holderness was 
already w e l l under way. Unfortunately, the research 
biases which have favoured the Wolds over other areas 
of East Yorkshire, and funerary over settlement 
f e a t u r e s , have r e s u l t e d i n an almost complete lack of 
evidence w i t h which to assess the progress of t h i s 
c o l o n i s a t i o n , the subsistence s t r a t e g i e s by which i t 
was accomplished, i t s underlying causes and, i t must be 
sa i d , the core t e r r i t o r i e s from which i t was c a r r i e d 
out. Here again our Wolds-centred view of things 
tends to make us overlook the probable presence of 
long-established populations deep w i t h i n the claylands 
themselves (above, pp. 51-52). Research which w i l l 
allow us to compare the Wolds and Holderness at t h i s 
period i s an urgent p r i o r i t y , and the excavation of 
both funerary and settlement complexes such as those by 
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the Lambwath Stream could provide invaluable 
comparative data. I t should not need stressing that 
the archaeology of the Wolds themselves i s not w e l l -
served by the exclusion of other areas and that a more 
balanced approach to the I r o n Age i n East Yorkshire i s 
required i f we are to approach a more h o l i s t i c 
understanding of the period. 

I t i s i n the Late I r o n Age and Conquest period that 
a c t u a l settlement i n the study area has begun to become 
more v i s i b l e . Before the present work was undertaken 
our knowledge of settlement i n the landscape block i n 
the f i r s t centuries B.C. and A.D. was confined to 
m a t e r i a l assemblages from R e d c l i f f (G.187) and 
Salthouse High School (G.97), and part of the plan of 
the l a t t e r , the r e s u l t of rescue excavation. Both of 
these s i t e s are examined more f u l l y than i n any other 
published account, Salthouse High School w i t h 
p a r t i c u l a r reference to i t s environmental s e t t i n g . I n 
the case of R e d c l i f f , d e t a i l e d recording of the c l i f f -
face and a r c h i v a l research have provided a f i r m 
foundation f o r the f i v e seasons of excavation which 
followed and allowed the s i t e to be discussed i n terms 
of an updated corpus of a r t e f a c t u a l f i n d s . M a t e r i a l 
assemblages from Risby (G.139) and Weel (G.159) have 
added two f u r t h e r settlement s i t e s on boulder clay and 
valuably expanded our knowledge of the range of ceramic 
m a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e i n the study area. 

Perhaps the most important l i n k w i t h the Middle I r o n 
Age i s tha t we now begin to see actual settlement i n 
the v a l l e y i n the kinds of l o c a t i o n where previously we 
have only funerary features and as yet undated 
cropmarks. Weel and Salthouse High School are both on 
the edge of boulder clay eminences r i s i n g from the 
alluvium deposit, s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n s to those of the 
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square ditched barrows i n Scorborough and Lockington, 
s l i g h t l y to the nor t h of the study area ( f i g . 2.2). 
The l o c a t i o n of the settlements served by these barrows 
w i l l only be resolved by f u r t h e r f i e l d w o r k , as already 
noted, but there seems a strong p o s s i b i l i t y that the 
l a t e occupation horizon v i s i b l e i n these landscapes at 
Weel and Salthouse School w i l l indeed prove to have i t s 
o r i g i n s before the abandonment of the Arras b u r i a l 
t r a d i t i o n . I t may also be noted that s i t e s i n such 
s i t u a t i o n s appear to have remained a v i a b l e element of 
the settlement p a t t e r n through to the end of the Roman 
peri o d , as evidenced by the occupation s i t e at High 
Eske Farm (G.161). Neither of the Late I r o n Age s i t e s 
under discussion shews much evidence of subsequent 
Romano-British a c t i v i t y , though there are signs of i t 
i n the v i c i n i t y of both, and, given the l i m i t e d and 
p a r t i a l nature of the evidence, i t would be premature 
to suggest t h a t the Salthouse School s i t e was short
l i v e d . I t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g to see the patterns of 
settlement d u r a t i o n which develop as more such s i t e s 
are discovered, and survey designed to locate them 
along the t i l l / a l l u v i u m i n t e r f a c e seems l i k e l y to o f f e r 
r a p i d r e s u l t s . However, i t needs to be borne i n mind 
that surface i n d i c a t i o n s of date are l i k e l y to be 
biassed by the greater d u r a b i l i t y of Roman ceramics and 
tha t an excavation programme would probably be needed 
to a s c e r t a i n e a r l i e r o r i g i n s . Excavated environmental 
assemblages of the period are also u r g e n t l y needed i n 
order to as c e r t a i n a g r i c u l t u r a l s t r a t e g i e s i n these 
landscapes. The author has i n i t i a t e d t h i s kind of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n by arranging f o r the environmental 
analysis of the contents of a re c e n t l y discovered p i t 
which probably formed part of the Salthouse School 
settlement (G.217); the bone assemblage from t h i s s i t e , 
which f o r t u n a t e l y s t i l l e x i s t s , would be admirably 
s u i t e d to the needs of an undergraduate d i s s e r t a t i o n . 
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To the west of the River H u l l i t seems probable that 
much of the a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape represented by 
undated cropraarks on the Woodmansey gravels i s of 
r e l a t i v e l y l a t e I r o n Age o r i g i n , at least i n i t s 
present form, and i t i s notable th a t no square ditched 
barrows appear to occur. That some of these s i t e s were 
occupied l a t e i n the period i s suggested by the recent 
discovery of C o r i e l t a u v i a n coins on one of them (G.213) 
and p o t t e r y disposed of i n spring deposits excavated by 
the author at Park Grange Farm (G.219). These 
excavations have, i n f a c t , revealed the environmental 
complexity of t h i s landscape from the f i f t h millennium 
B.C onwards, and shew the i n h a b i t a n t s of an adjacent 
cropmark s i t e ( p a r t of G.190-191) using the low e r - l y i n g 
peaty area on the margins of t h e i r settlement f o r 
rubbish disposal and, arguably, f o r r i t u a l a c t i v i t y 
connected w i t h a water c u l t . Once again, a f i e l d w a l k i n g 
programme followed by excavation i s desirable on these 
s i t e s . 

Perhaps one of the more i n t e r e s t i n g r e s u l t s of the 
author's research i s the increase i n evidence r e l a t i n g 
to a s p e c i f i c a l l y LPRIA horizon i n the study area, the 
only p r e v i o u s l y known s i t e w i t h t h i s class of mat e r i a l 
being R e d c l i f f . While the q u a n t i t a t i v e increase may be 
small, the discovery of C o r i e l t a u v i a n coinage as f a r 
n o r t h as Beverley and of cordoned wheel-thrown p o t t e r y 
at Risby, when considered alongside the same classes of 
m a t e r i a l from Brantingham and Bursea House Farm to the 
west of the study area, are of the greatest 
s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r our understanding of Parisian society 
on the eve of the Conquest. A zone of mat e r i a l 
a c c u l t u r a t i o n i n south-east Yorkshire, w i t h the Humber 
a c t i n g as a medium f o r the transmission of influences 
from Southern B r i t a i n , r a t h e r than as the p o l i t i c a l , 
t r i b a l and c u l t u r a l d i v i d e h i t h e r t o supposed, was 
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scarcely to be suspected before the mid-1980s. One 
e f f e c t of t h i s has been to make R e d c l i f f i t s e l f seem 
rather less unusual a s i t e than i t once d i d , e s p e c i a l l y 
i f we accept the s l i g h t l y longer chronology which 
p o s i t s some l e v e l of a c t i v i t y there from at lea s t the 
e a r l y f i r s t century A.D. This i s not, of course, to 
deny the s i t e a Claudio-Neronian f l o r u i t i n t i m a t e l y 
connected w i t h the presence of the Roman power to the 
south or, indeed, a f a t e attendant upon the events of 
A.D. 70-71; i t i s rather to suggest i t as a point of 
contact of the kind through which the transmission of 
m a t e r i a l / c u l t u r a l influence may already have been 
taki n g place. 

Two of the s i t e s on which cordoned Dragonby-style 
p o t t e r y has been found were to develop i n t o v i l l a s but 
i t would be too s i m p l i s t i c to see such mate r i a l s o l e l y 
as a r e f l e c t i o n of contacts between e l i t e i n d i v i d u a l s 
or groups. A broader m i l i e u of cross-Humber contact i n 
both the Later I r o n Age and Roman period i s suggested 
by such f a c t s as the occurrence of Spilsby quernstones 
i n the study area, the influence of a North 
L i n c o l n s h i r e t r a d i t i o n on both p o t t e r y forms and k i l n 
technology i n the Vale of York (Evans 1985) and the 
possible use of Lin c o l n s h i r e as w e l l as l o c a l l y 
obtained ores i n the I r o n Age i r o n working industry 
located along the banks of the River Foulness ( M i l l e t t 
and Halkon 1988). Evans (1988, 332) suggests that 
LPRIA m a t e r i a l of the kind under discussion may be seen 
as markers of a s o c i a l l y s t r a t i f i e d society, "and the 
a r r i v a l of these a t t r i b u t e s might mark e i t h e r the 
emergence of an e l i t e , or s o c i a l c o n f l i c t between an 
e x i s t i n g e l i t e and a developing one". Whether, and to 
what extent, a b a s i c a l l y acephalous s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e 
was being modified i n south-east Yorkshire on the eve 
of the Conquest i s at present, however, barely 
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d i s c e r n i b l e and m a t e r i a l assemblages from many more 
s i t e s w i l l be needed before such questions can be 
sensibly approached. 

Turning to the Roman period, the major c o n t r i b u t i o n 
made by the author's research i s e s s e n t i a l l y a palaeo-
geographic one, and i t may not be thought over-
e n t h u s i a s t i c to stress the importance he attaches to 
work which has added a millennium to the " h i s t o r y " of a 
s i t e now occupied by one of England's lar g e r c i t i e s , 
and made a c o n t r i b u t i o n to our knowledge of the 
phy s i c a l shape of Roman B r i t a i n which i s comparable, 
though on a smaller scale, to that which has res u l t e d 
from i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o the I r o n Age and Roman 
coas t l i n e s around the Wash (Simmons 1980). 

Evidence f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n of the deposit i n the Later 
I r o n Age i s minimal, though t h i s i s probably due rather 
to the nature of the I r o n Age evidence rather than 
anything else. C e r t a i n l y , i t i s p l a u s i b l e to suggest 
tha t a s i t e such as Salthouse High School may have been 
located p a r t l y w i t h the use of fenland resources i n 
mind ( s e c t i o n 2.3.2.1). Attempts to reconstruct the 
kinds of e x p l o i t a t i o n to which the H u l l alluvium 
deposit may have been subject during the I r o n Age and 
Roman periods are, moreover, severely hampered by 
present-day u r b a n i s a t i o n and f o r the most part we are 
l i m i t e d to suggesting the kinds of use to which s i m i l a r 
environments are known to have been put both i n Roman 
times and l a t e r . I n t h i s respect i t i s unfortunate 
tha t Roman f i n d s from H u l l were ignored f o r so long and 
that the large-scale housing developments of the 1960s 
and 1970s thus took place without any watching-brief 
being maintained. The author's research has gone a 
long way towards remedying t h i s s i t u a t i o n , however, and 
awareness of Hul l ' s Roman past among other l o c a l 
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f i e l d w o r k e r s has already begun to make valuable 
a d d i t i o n s to our knowledge (e.^ G.201, 220). 

The greatest amount of evidence f o r actual settlement 
of the deposit comes from close to the present course 
of the r i v e r i t s e l f and allows us to suggest a l i n e a r 
occupation probably s t r e t c h i n g f o r at l e a s t a kilometre 
along both banks. I t i s l i k e l y that transport and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n f u n c t i o n s were part of the reason f o r the 
growth of t h i s settlement, and some degree of exposure 
to both i n t e r n a t i o n a l and i n t e r - r e g i o n a l trade i s 
v i s i b l e i n the ceramic record at both Greylees Avenue 
and Haworth H a l l i n the shape of Rhineland and Lincoln 
mortaria and shell-tempered Dalesware. I t seems 
d i f f i c u l t to avoid the conclusion that the best 
comparisons f o r such a s i t e are provided by small 
roadside towns i n the region; indeed, q u a n t i f i c a t i o n of 
the second-century p o t t e r y groups at Greylees Avenue 
may w e l l reveal a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n to that at 
Shiptonthorpe, where Evans (1988, 330) has suggested 
tha t urban status i s v i s i b l e i n the high proportion of 
greywares, i n c l u d i n g carinated j a r s . This contrasts 
w i t h r u r a l s i t e s i n the region at t h i s period where 
assemblages continue to be dominated by " n a t i v e - s t y l e 
p o t t e r y " . 

The s u b s t a n t i a l p o t t e r y assemblages from t h i s 
settlement a l l agree i n suggesting a span of occupation 
s t r e t c h i n g from at l e a s t the mid-second century through 
to the end of the f o u r t h or e a r l y f i f t h , and 
u n s t r a t i f i e d m a t e r i a l at Greylees Avenue h i n t s that 
occupation i n the environs of the s i t e may even have 
begun before the end of the f i r s t century A.D. What i s 
c e r t a i n , however, i s that a s u b s t a n t i a l settlement 
focus which was to endure f o r the whole of the period 
had developed along the lower reaches of the H u l l 
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w i t h i n two g e n e r a t i o n s o f the Conquest. There are no 
s i g n s as y e t o f any I r o n Age m a t e r i a l a t a l l i n these 
r i p a r i a n assemblages and i t seems reasonable t o 
conclude t h a t the s e t t l e m e n t ' s growth was d i r e c t l y 
s t i m u l a t e d by the Roman economic and t r a n s p o r t system. 

I t i s i n the Roman p e r i o d , t h e n , t h a t we f i r s t have 
d i r e c t evidence f o r the s e t t l e m e n t and economic 
management o f a l l the c o n s t i t u e n t topographies o f the 
s t u d y area, from the c h a l k o f the Wolds edge t o the 
t i l l and a l l u v i a o f western Holderness. S i t e s and 
s t r a y f i n d s from the v i c i n i t y o f most o f the l a t e r 
s e t t l e m e n t f o c i i n the study area, i n c l u d i n g such DMVs 
as Risby and High Eske, suggest t h a t i t was p r o b a b l y as 
w i d e l y s e t t l e d as d u r i n g the Middle Ages, though i t 
would be premature t o a t t e m p t t o gauge the d e n s i t y of 
t h i s s e t t l e m e n t . N e i t h e r i s the q u a l i t y o f our data 
y e t o f the k i n d t o p e r m i t d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n o f i t s 
development d u r i n g the e a r l y f i r s t m i l l e n n i u m A.D. or 
such m a t t e r s as change i n economic s t r a t e g i e s w i t h i n 
the c o n t e x t o f Romanisation. However, such evidence as 
we do possess p o i n t s t o a l a r g e degree o f c o n t i n u i t y i n 
s e t t l e m e n t and, presumably, i n power. Risby appears t o 
have developed from a Late I r o n Age s i t e r e c e i v i n g 
LPRIA p o t t e r y i n t o a v i l l a s t i l l occupied i n the l a t e 
f o u r t h c e n t u r y . S i m i l a r l y , Welton Wold shows unbroken 
o c c u p a t i o n , and we may suspect the same t o be t r u e of 
much o f the a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape which occupies the 
Cottingham/Woodmansey g r a v e l s , though much f u r t h e r 
f i e l d w o r k on these cropmark s i t e s w i l l be needed t o 
t e s t such assumptions. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , i t may be suggested t h a t a f i r m 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h i n t o the study area has 
now been l a i d . There i s an u r g e n t need f o r bodies o f 
d a t a which w i l l a l l o w i n t e r - s i t e and i n t e r - p e r i o d 
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comparison i f many o f the q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d i n the 
p r e s e n t work are t o be answered. The author hopes he 
has shewn t h a t the progress o f t h i s research w i l l 
depend on p r o p e r l y designed, p r o b l e m - o r i e n t e d 
s t r a t e g i e s , whether these are concerned w i t h s u r f a c e 
f i e l d w o r k , e x c a v a t i o n , or the c o l l e c t i o n o f 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l d a t a ; he i s c e r t a i n l y convinced t h a t the 
r e s u l t s o f such r e s e a r c h promise t o be e x c i t i n g . As 
regards t he I r o n Age and Roman p e r i o d s i n the H u l l 
v a l l e y i n p a r t i c u l a r , and Holderness i n g e n e r a l , t h e r e 
i s s t i l l , a l m o s t , e v e r y t h i n g t o do. 

************************ 
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