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ABSTRACT 

FOR M.A. THESIS, UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM, 1990 

WILLINGTON: A STUDY OF THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF A 
DURHAM MINING VILLAGE 1840-1914 

BY VANESSA QUINN 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s a case s t u d y o f t h e impact i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 
had on W i l l i n g t o n , a p i t v i l l a g e , i n County Durham. The economy, 
which Brancepeth C o l l i e r y dominated, i s analyzed. W i l l i n g t o n ' s 
s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , h o u sing and s a n i t a t i o n were a l l h e a v i l y 
a f f e c t e d by t h e v i l l a g e ' s r a p i d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . The s o c i a l 
f o r c e s o f t h e v i l l a g e — S t r a k e r and Love ( t h e c o l l i e r y owners), 
r e l i g i o u s groups, c l a s s groups and e t h n i c groups each t r i e d t o 
mould W i l l i n g t o n i n t o a c e r t a i n shape. The q u e s t i o n as t o how 
th e s e c o n f l i c t i n g groups a c t e d and r e a c t e d t o one another i s 
examined. The e x t e n t t o which W i l l i n g t o n was a company town i s 
a l s o r a i s e d . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n p r o f o u n d l y a l t e r e d V i c t o r i a n 

s o c i e t y and i t s a f t e r - e f f e c t s a r e s t i l l b e i n g f e l t today. 

I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n d i d n o t merely mechanize p r o d u c t i o n , b u t i t 

b r o u g h t a tremendous amount o f s o c i a l change and i n some cases 

s o c i a l d i s a s t e r t o V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y . Coal was t h e base o f t h e 

i n d u s t r i a l process and w i t h o u t i t many i n d u s t r i e s c o u l d not 

f u n c t i o n . As c o a s t a l c o a l mines went o u t o f p r o d u c t i o n , 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s l o o k e d i n l a n d f o r t h e i r c o a l s u p p l i e s . The 

i n v e n t i o n o f t h e l o c o m o t i v e r e v o l u t i o n i z e d t h e c o a l i n d u s t r y , f o r 

i t c r e a t e d a way t o t r a n s p o r t i n l a n d c o a l t o market. The r i s i n g 

demand f o r manufactured p r o d u c t s generated an i n c r e a s e d demand 

f o r c o a l which c r e a t e d a c o a l m i n i n g boom. New c o l l i e r i e s 

opened i n B r i t a i n a t a r a p i d pace and t h e number o f mineworkers 

grew y e a r l y from j u s t over one hundred thousand i n 1831 t o over 

one m i l l i o n by t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e F i r s t World War.'' 

Miners were a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e e n t i r e c a p i t a l i s t system, 

as F r i e d e r i c h Engels observed i n 1844.2 -por w i t h o u t miners t h e r e 

would be no c o a l and w i t h o u t c o a l i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n was 

i m p o s s i b l e . S u r p r i s i n g l y , l i t t l e has been w r i t t e n on t h e s o c i a l 

changes mineworkers e x p e r i e n c e d due t o t h e r a p i d 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The term 

mineworkers h e r e i s used t o denote b o t h underground and 

aboveground c o l l i e r y w o r k e r s . H i s t o r i a n s have tended t o 

c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r r e s e a r c h p r i m a r i l y on m i n i n g p r o d u c t i o n and t h e 

r o l e o f m i n e r s ' t r a d e u n i o n s w i t h i n t h e l a b o u r movement. None 

o f which r e a l l y g i v e s a complete p i c t u r e o f a mineworker's l i f e 

i n a p i t v i l l a g e . 



The h i s t o r y o f W i l l i n g t o n , County Durham, i s r e a l l y t h a t o f 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y and i t s owners, S t r a k e r and Love. W i l l i n g t o n 

was an i n s i g n i f i c a n t p i t v i l l a g e , b u t w i t h o u t i t and many 

v i l l a g e s l i k e i t , B r i t a i n would have been unable t o s u s t a i n i t s 

i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n . Using W i l l i n g t o n as a case study f o r a l l 

Durham v i l l a g e s , t h a t became u r b a n i z e d due t o t h e c o a l mining 

i n d u s t r y , t h i s work analyzes t h e c o n c u r r e n t s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n , 

w h i c h a f f e c t e d a l l areas o f W i l l i n g t o n l i f e ; a r e v o l u t i o n t h a t 

a l t e r e d V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y as a whole t o i t s v e r y c o r e . 

*** 

W i l l i n g t o n i s a s m a l l town seven m i l e s south west o f Durham 

C i t y and f o u r m i l e s n o r t h o f Bishop Auckland, s i t u a t e d i n County 

Durham i n t h e n o r t h e a s t o f England. Before 1840, W i l l i n g t o n 

resembled many E n g l i s h farm v i l l a g e s i n t h e N o r t h East. I t was 

a c o l l e c t i o n o f c o t t a g e s and farmsteads housing a small 

p o p u l a t i o n — 216 people i n 1831. Of t h e f o r t y - f i v e f a m i l i e s 

t h a t l i v e d i n W i l l i n g t o n t h a t year, t w e n t y were occupied i n 

a g r i c u l t u r e and seventeen i n t r a d e and m a n u f a c t u r i n g . ^ The t r a d e 

and m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r i e s comprised two i n n s , shops, a smithy, 

a b u t c h e r ' s and even a sc h o o l a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 1839 t i t h e . 

W i l l i n g t o n , t h e r e f o r e , was a m a i n l y a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e w i t h 

s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s c a t e r i n g t o t h e farmers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

The v i l l a g e was u n i m p o r t a n t and r e l i e d h e a v i l y on Brancepeth 

v i l l a g e (two m i l e s t o t h e e a s t ) t h e home o f t h e l o r d o f t h e manor 

and t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h . 

W i l l i a m R u s s e l l (1735-1817) purchased t h e Brancepeth e s t a t e 

( i n c l u d i n g most o f W i l l i n g t o n ) i n 1797 from t h e Bowes f a m i l y . 

The R u s s e l l s r e s i d e d a t Brancepeth C a s t l e and m a i n t a i n e d a 



p o s i t i o n i n t h e community as p a t e r n a l l a n d l o r d s . W i l l i a m 

(1798-1850), named a f t e r h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , d i e d l e a v i n g no h e i r . 

H i s s i s t e r , Emma Maria (1809-1870), and her husband, Gustavus 

F r e d e r i c k H a m i l t o n (1792-1872), V i s c o u n t Boyne and Baron o f 

S t a c k a l l a n , Meath i n I r e l a n d , came t o l i v e a t t h e c a s t l e . They 

adopted t h e name H a m i l t o n - R u s s e l l by r o y a l l i c e n c e i n 1850. The 

H a m i l t o n - R u s s e l l s c o n t i n u e d t h e f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n i n W i l l i n g t o n 

as p a t e r n a l i s t i c l a n d l o r d s . 

St Brandon's Church, l o c a t e d n e x t t o Brancepeth C a s t l e , was 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s n e a r e s t p l a c e o f w o r s h i p . The v i c a r o f Brancepeth 

p a r i s h . Rev A.D. S h a f t o ( r e c t o r 1854-1900), h e l d h i s i n f l u e n c e 

o ver t h e community by h i s p o s i t i o n as J u s t i c e o f t h e Peace i n t h e 

l o c a l c o u r t s . E v e n t u a l l y , W i l l i n g t o n became l a r g e enough t o 

c o n s t i t u t e i t s own p a r i s h i n 1858 due t o i t s expanding 

p o p u l a t i o n . 

I n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y s p e c u l a t o r s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 

s o u t h west Durham was i n t h e m i d s t o f a l a r g e c o a l f i e l d . 

E n t r e p r e n e u r s began t o buy c o a l r i g h t s i n t h e county and s i n k 

c o l l i e r i e s . I n 1840, t h e N o r t h e r n Coal M i n i n g Company found c o a l 

a t Sunnybrow and named t h e s i t e W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y . W i t h i n t h e 

same ye a r c o a l was d i s c o v e r e d t o t h e n o r t h o f W i l l i n g t o n i n 

Brancepeth West Park. To a v o i d c o n f u s i o n w i t h W i l l i n g t o n , or 

Sunnybrow C o l l i e r y , t h i s new mine was c a l l e d Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e company l o s t a l o t o f money f o r Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y was, "a w h i t e e l e p h a n t , n o t o r i o u s f o r i t s h i g h w o r k i n g 

c o s t s and poor r e t u r n s . " ^ The N o r t h e r n Coal M i n i n g Company 

abandoned i t s i n t e r e s t i n W i l l i n g t o n b u t i t was n o t l o n g b e f o r e 

o t h e r e n t r e p r e n e u r s t o o k over t h e i r b u s i n e s s . A consortium 



c o m p r i s i n g Joseph Love ( t i m b e r merchant) , Joseph and John S t r a k e r 

( s h i p b u i l d e r s and t i m b e r m e r c h a n t s ) , Thomas Love ( c o l l i e r y 

v i e w e r ) , John A p p l e t o n ( s h i p o w n e r ) , Robert K e n d a l l (corn 

merchant) and Robert Thwaites ( s p i r i t merchant) signed a 

f o r t y - t w o y e a r l e a s e w i t h W i l l i a m R u s s e l l f o r t h e r i g h t s t o a l l 

seams o f c o a l under Brancepeth West Park. W i l l i a m R u s s e l l i n 

r e t u r n r e c e i v e d a y e a r l y r e n t and c o a l p r o v i s i o n (£6,500, 200 

c h a l d r o n s round c o a l s and 100 c h a l d r o n s s m a l l c o a l s i n 1853).5 

Joseph Love (1796-1875), a self-made man and former miner, 

suspected t h a t Brancepeth c o a l was t h e r i g h t q u a l i t y f o r coke. 

Samples s e n t t o London c o n f i r m e d t h a t t h e c o k i n g p o t e n t i a l o f t h e 

c o a l was e x c e l l e n t . Almost i m m e d i a t e l y . Love i n s t a l l e d a l a r g e 

number o f coke ovens, and t h e v e n t u r e became a g r e a t success. 

Joseph Love, and Joseph and John S t r a k e r formed t h e p a r t n e r s h i p 

( S t r a k e r and Love) and t h e o t h e r members o f t h e consortium 

d i s a p p e a r e d . A t what d a t e and f o r what reasons t h e y l e f t i s not 

known. S t r a k e r and Love i n a l l c o n t r o l l e d t h r e e c o l l i e r i e s — 

Brancepeth, W i l l i n g t o n (Sunnybrow) and Brandon. 

As p r o d u c t i o n i n c r e a s e d a t Brancepeth c o l l i e r y , more l a b o u r 

was needed. D e s p i t e i t s t e c h n o l o g y , e a r l y c o a l m i n i n g was la b o u r 

i n t e n s i v e . As t h e c o l l i e r y expanded, so d i d t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f 

t h e v i l l a g e . 

W i l l i n g t o n P o p u l a t i o n S t a t i s t i c s 

1801 169 1861 2,393 
1811 185 1871 4,392 
1821 221 1881 5,006 
1831 216* 1891 5,107 
1841 258 1901 5,220 
1851 965 1911 5,962 
•Decrease i n p o p u l a t i o n due t o c h o l e r a epidemic 
Source: Census 



The r i s e f r o m 258 r e s i d e n t s i n 1841, one year a f t e r c o a l was 

d i s c o v e r e d i n W i l l i n g t o n , t o 965 r e s i d e n t s t e n years l a t e r 

i n d i c a t e s t h e r a p i d expansion o f t h e c o l l i e r y . Farmers who 

c o n s t i t u t e d t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e e a r l y c e n t u r y 

became a s m a l l m i n o r i t y by t h e 1850s. 

The q u e s t i o n t h e n a r i s e s as t o where t h i s i n c r e a s e i n 

p o p u l a t i o n o r i g i n a t e d . O b v i o u s l y t h e r e were n o t enough r e s i d e n t s 

i n W i l l i n g t o n i n 1840 t o f u l l y man Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , so heavy 

m i g r a t i o n i n t o t h e v i l l a g e h e l p e d t h e c o l l i e r y t o f u n c t i o n u n t i l 

t h e 1870s, when t h e v i l l a g e t h r o u g h n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e slowed t h e 

t i d e o f m i g r a t i o n . A rough c a l c u l a t i o n o f W i l l i n g t o n i a n s places 

o f b i r t h c o n f i r m s t h e above sta t e m e n t . 

O r i g i n o f W i l l i n g t o n R e s i d e n t s 

Place o f B i r t h Approx. % o f P o p u l a t i o n 
1851 1861 1871 1881 

Co. Durham ( e x . W i l l i n g t o n ) 18 46 43 42 
W i l l i n g t o n 11 16 20 29 
N o r t h e r n C o u n t i e s * 60 26 17 15 
I r e l a n d 6 5 10 6 
Rest o f England/Wales 2 4 6 6 
S c o t l a n d 1 2 2 1 
F o r e i g n Lands 1 .5 1 1 
N.K. 2 .5 1 -
• N o r t h e r n c o u n t i e s i n c l u d e Northumberland, Cumberland, 

Y o r k s h i r e , Westmorland and L a n c a s h i r e 
Source: Census 

Less t h a n one t h i r d o f a l l people l i v i n g i n W i l l i n g t o n by 1881 

were a c t u a l l y b o r n i n t h e v i l l a g e . The h i g h percentage o f 

r e s i d e n t s b o r n i n County Durham i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t m i g r a t i o n was 

c e n t r e d l o c a l l y , which was common t h r o u g h o u t t h e county.^ The 

h i g h p e r c e n t a g e o f l o n g e r d i s t a n c e m i g r a n t s i n 1851 i s 

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e c o n s i d e r i n g Durham was s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d p r i o r 

t o t h e a r r i v a l o f c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r i a l i s t s i n t h e l a t e 1830s. 
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M i g r a t i o n was n o t o n l y common i n t h e Durham c o a l f i e l d , b u t a l l 

o ver B r i t a i n , s i n c e m i g r a t i o n was t h e o n l y s o l u t i o n t o 

unemployment i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t was n o t unusual f o r 

i n d i v i d u a l members o f a f a m i l y t o be b o r n i n d i f f e r e n t v i l l a g e s , 

as t h e breadwinner moved around i n search o f work. W i t h i n t h e 

m i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n , m o b i l i t y was v e r y h i g h , s i n c e mines and t h e 

m i n e r a l market f l u c t u a t e d c o n s t a n t l y and o f t e n u n p r e d i c t a b l y . 

The census i s a key gauge o f movement. I n t h e census, i t i s 

common t o see a m i n i n g f a m i l y w i t h young c h i l d r e n born i n 

W i l l i n g t o n and o l d e r c h i l d r e n b o r n elsewhere i n t h e county. By 

t h e n e x t census, many f a m i l i e s were no l o n g e r r e s i d e n t i n t h e 

v i l l a g e a t a l l . The h i g h r a t e o f m o b i l i t y among t h e working 

c l a s s e s o n l y s l ackened i n t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , when f a m i l i e s 

p l a n t e d f i r m r o o t s i n v i l l a g e s . 

W i l l i n g t o n was n o t unusual i n i t s h i g h r a t e o f m o b i l i t y and 

t h e v a r i e d number o f m i g r a n t s i n t o t h e v i l l a g e . M i g r a n t s , on t h e 

whole, d i d n o t l i k e t o v e n t u r e f a r and l o o k i n g a t t h e b i r t h 

p l a c e s o f t h e r e s i d e n t s o f County Durham, we can see t h a t 

n o r t h e r n e r s p r e f e r r e d t o s t a y i n t h e n o r t h . 

O r i g i n o f t h e R e s i d e n t s o f Co. Durham 

Place o f B i r t h Approx. % o f t h e P o p u l a t i o n 
1851 1861 1871 1881 

Northumberland/Durham 78 77 73 76 
Elsewhere 22 23 27 24 

Places Elsewhere Approx. % o f f o r e i g n born 
1851 1861 1871 1881 

N o r t h e r n Cos. (ex. Northum.) 52 40 43 36 
I r e l a n d 20 23 20 17 
S c o t l a n d 9 12 12 12 
Rest o f England/Wales 9 9 15 12 
Others 10 16 15 13 
Source: J.W. House. N o r t h - E a s t e r n England, p. 62 



I t i s easy t o u n d e r s t a n d why n o r t h e r n e r s p r e f e r r e d t o s t a y i n a 

r e g i o n where t h e y knew t h e customs, geography, d i a l e c t and o f 

co u r s e , p r o b a b l y had r e l a t i v e s n o t f a r away. The heavy m i g r a t i o n 

i n t o Durham o f t h e I r i s h and S c o t t i s h was p u r e l y an economic move 

i n t o an area t h a t c o u l d o f f e r work and decent wages. The 

S c o t t i s h c o a l f i e l d was n o t o r i o u s f o r i t s e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e 

w o r k e r s , b o t h down t h e mine and i n t h e v i l l a g e s . Roughly n i n e t y 

p e r c e n t o f W i l l i n g t o n i a n s were born i n c o a l m i n i n g c o u n t i e s , 

w h i c h proves t h a t miners m i g r a t e d i n search o f s i m i l a r work. The 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e s e m i n i n g f a m i l i e s were from t h e N o r t h e r n 

c o a l f i e l d , b u t s u r p r i s i n g l y , a l a r g e number o f m i g r a n t s were from 

t h e d i s t a n t m i n i n g c o u n t i e s o f D e r b y s h i r e , S t a f f o r d s h i r e , 

C o r n w a l l , and South Wales ( t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t ) . At times o f 

economic d i s t r e s s i n o t h e r r e g i o n s , i t was n o t uncommon f o r young 

men t o t r a v e l n o r t h t o f i n d work i n t h e c o a l f i e l d . Two examples 

o f men moving n o r t h t o f i n d work i n t h e mines, w i t h o u t any mining 

e x p e r i e n c e , a r e t h e East A n g l i a l a b o u r e r s f l e e i n g from t h e 1880s 

a g r i c u l t u r a l d e p r e s s i o n and t h e h i g h l y p u b l i c i z e d f l i g h t o f t h e 

I r i s h f l e e i n g from t h e i r n a t i v e l a n d i n t h e 1840s. 

The I r i s h were a n o t i c a b l e m i n o r i t y i n W i l l i n g t o n because 

o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y and r e l i g i o n as t h e y were i n o t h e r areas o f 

B r i t a i n . Most I r i s h m i g r a n t s i n W i l l i n g t o n were young, s i n g l e 

men who worked i n m o s t l y u n s k i l l e d t r a d e s — as l a b o u r e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e coke works. Roman C a t h o l i c i s m i s o l a t e d t h e 

I r i s h f rom W i l l i n g t o n i a n s and o t h e r m i g r a n t s . The I r i s h as a 

r e s u l t became an i n w a r d - l o o k i n g community. T h e i r r e l i g i o n 

p r o v i d e d them w i t h t h e i r own f e s t i v a l s and h o l i d a y s . T h e i r 



C e l t i c n a t i o n a l i t y gave them a p o l i t i c a l p o i n t o f view a l i e n t o 

most pe o p l e i n England. The n e c e s s i t y o f " s t i c k i n g t o g e t h e r " i n 

a s t r a n g e c o u n t r y w i t h s t r a n g e customs made t h e I r i s h community 

v e r y s t r o n g . I r i s h m e n tended t o marry o n l y I r i s h women and t h e 

number o f I r i s h f a m i l i e s o n l y a c c e p t i n g I r i s h l o d g e r s i s p r o o f 

o f a c l o s e - k n i t community. P. N o r r i s m a i n t a i n s t h a t I r i s h 

f a m i l i e s t o o k i n I r i s h l o d g e r s n o t f o r p r o f i t ( f o r why d i d they 

n o t t a k e i n E n g l i s h l o d g e r s ? ) b u t o u t o f o b l i g a t i o n toward t h e i r 

f e l l o w I r i s h m e n . ^ The heavy I r i s h m i g r a t i o n t o W i l l i n g t o n 

i n c r e a s e d as Brancepeth C o l l i e r y needed more l a b o u r . Second 

g e n e r a t i o n I r i s h m a i n t a i n e d t h e s o c i a l c u l t u r e o f t h e i r p a r e n t s 

and t h e community s t r e n g t h e n e d i n s i z e . 

When t h e c o a l f i e l d s e x p e r i e n c e d a g e n e r a l d e p r e s s i o n and 

work was v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d , miners were f o r c e d t o emigrate. 

The most l i k e l y chosen d e s t i n a t i o n s were A u s t r a l i a and North 

America. A f t e r t h e 1892 s t r i k e , I r i s h cokeyard workers from 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y e m i g r a t e d t o America. The l a r g e New England 

and P e n n s y l v a n i a n c o a l f i e l d s a t t r a c t e d g r e a t numbers o f I r i s h 

l a b o u r . There i s a l s o an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t some miners t o o k t h e 

Canadian government's o f f e r o f cheap l a n d and t r i e d t h e i r hand 

a t p r a i r i e f a r m i n g . Many mi n e r s ' unions i n c l u d i n g t h e Durham 

M i n e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n f i n a n c i a l l y s u p p o r t e d e m i g r a t i o n schemes. 

A s u r p l u s l a b o u r f o r c e i n B r i t a i n caused t h e unions g r e a t worry, 

f o r i t gave employers t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o lower wages. 

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e wide m i g r a t i o n p r a c t i s e d by t h e miners, 

t h e r e was l i t t l e i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o W i l l i n g t o n . Of t h e t w e l v e 

f o r e i g n b o r n r e s i d e n t s i n W i l l i n g t o n i n 1881, o n l y seven came 

fro m c o a l m i n i n g c o u n t r i e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o 
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d e t e r m i n e i f t h e s e people had moved t o W i l l i n g t o n because they 

had r e l a t i v e s i n t h e area o r imm i g r a t e d f o r employment. 

The i n f l u x o f people moving i n t o W i l l i n g t o n generated a 

h o u s i n g boom and t h e v i l l a g e began t o grow westwards. Tradesmen 

began t o move i n t o t h e v i l l a g e t o s e r v i c e t h e m i n i n g w o r k f o r c e . 

The boom i n W i l l i n g t o n c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , d e s p i t e d e p r e s s i o n s i n t h e c o a l market. The growth o f 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y was so g r e a t t h a t i t prompted t h e Durham 

C h r o n i c l e i n 1840 t o remark: 

A few ye a r s ago t h i s neighbourhood, w i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n o f a farm house was c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
a w i l d e r n e s s , now a l l i s a c t i v i t y and l i f e , and 
so g r e a t has been t h e i n c r e a s e d demand f o r t h e 
Brancepeth Coke, t h a t t h e s p i r i t e d owners have 
d e t e r m i n e d t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r number o f ovens 
t o 420 — which w i l l be a l a r g e r number o f coke 
ovens, connected w i t h one c o l l i e r y , t h a n i s t o 
be found i n t h e Kingdom.8 

T h i s tremendous gr o w t h o f t h e v i l l a g e over such a s h o r t p e r i o d 

o f t i m e c r e a t e d many problems. W i l l i n g t o n ' s l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

was s i m p l y u n f i t and t o t a l l y unprepared t o d e a l e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h 

t h e v i l l a g e ' s s a n i t a t i o n and p l a n n i n g problems. V i l l a g e p o l i t i c s 

( e s p e c i a l l y between t h e miners and t h e farmers) f u r t h e r d i v i d e d 

t h e community from agreement on most major s o c i a l i s s u e s . As a 

r e s u l t , i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l i s s u e s ( i . e . s t r e e t d r a i n a g e , e r e c t i o n 

o f an i s o l a t i o n h o s p i t a l ) , a l t h o u g h debated a t l e n g t h , to o k 

y e a r s t o remedy, o r t o t h e v i l l a g e ' s d e t r i m e n t were never 

r e s o l v e d . 

The r e l i g i o u s groups i n t h e v i l l a g e t r i e d t o sway t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n t o t h e i r ways o f t h i n k i n g , b u t were o f t e n h o s t i l e t o 

one a n o t h e r ( f o r example debate over t h e cemetery q u e s t i o n ) . The 

churches were a l s o eager t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e e d u c a t i o n o f f e r e d 
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t o W i l l i n g t o n c h i l d r e n , b u t t h e growing s e c u l a r i s m o f t h e c o u n t r y 

soon r e l e g a t e d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l sphere o f i n f l u e n c e t o the 

Sunday s c h o o l s . Rev Ruxton's f i g h t t o m a i n t a i n t h e A n g l i c a n 

c hurch's h o l d o v e r l o c a l p o l i t i c s was doomed t o f a i l u r e , as t h e 

c h u r c h g r a d u a l l y l o s t a g r e a t d e a l o f i t s i n f l u e n c e over t h e 

s e c u l a r p o l i c i e s o f t h e c o u n t r y . To make m a t t e r s worse, t h e 

c u l t u r a l mosaic i n W i l l i n g t o n was v e r y f r a g i l e and t h e r e was much 

resentment and p r e j u d i c e n o t o n l y between t h e E n g l i s h and t h e 

I r i s h , b u t between t h e s o c i a l c l a s s e s l i v i n g i n t h e v i l l a g e . 

T h i s s o c i a l t e n s i o n s u r f a c e d a t p o l i t i c a l meetings, s t r e e t 

b r a w l s , s t r i k e s , and a program o f propaganda t h r o u g h r e l i g i o u s 

groups, r e c r e a t i o n a l groups, c l u b s and even s p o r t i n g events. By 

f a r t h e most n o t i c a b l e and t h r e a t e n i n g form o f c o e r c i o n (or 

i n t i m i d a t i o n ) was d i r e c t e d from t h e c o l l i e r y o f f i c e s o f S t r a k e r 

and Love. The i s o l a t i o n o f t h e c o l l i e r y from o t h e r c e n t r e s o f 

i n d u s t r y meant t h a t mineworkers had no o t h e r r e a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

o f employment u n l e s s t h e y moved t o a n o t h e r v i l l a g e . S t r a k e r and 

Love, as W i l l i n g t o n ' s major employer, h e l d a v e r y i n f l u e n t i a l 

p o s i t i o n ; w h i c h Joseph Love e x p l o i t e d t o conform h i s workers t o 

t h e M e t h o d i s t New Connexion and i n t i m i d a t e them from j o i n i n g any 

t r a d e s u n i o n . H i s i n v o l v e m e n t i n l o c a l a f f a i r s on t h e s u r f a c e 

appears p u r e l y p h i l a n t h r o p i c , b u t one wonders i f any person c o u l d 

be t h a t pure o f h e a r t . 

The uniqueness o f W i l l i n g t o n and o t h e r m i n i n g communities 

i n B r i t a i n i s t h a t t h e y do n o t f i t i n t o a c o n v e n i e n t mould t h a t 

h i s t o r y t e x t s would have one b e l i e v e . F i r s t o f a l l mining 

communities were n o t c o n s t i t u t e d s o l e l y o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , 

b u t o f o t h e r c l a s s e s as w e l l . They were removed from l a r g e 
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c e n t r e s , b u t were n o t t o t a l l y i s o l a t e d from market towns and 

c e r t a i n l y n o t from t h e r a i l w a y . M i n i n g communities were bo t h 

towns and v i l l a g e s because o f t h e s t r a n g e s i t u a t i o n o f b e i n g both 

r u r a l y e t urban a t t h e same t i m e . I t i s no wonder t h a t m i n i n g 

communities had severe s o c i a l problems. They had no r e a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e which accommodated t h e i r t y p e o f 

community. W i l l i n g t o n c o u l d n o t be a d m i n i s t e r e d l i k e Durham C i t y , 

y e t g o v e r n i n g i t l i k e a s m a l l a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e was not 

s a t i s f a c t o r y e i t h e r . The w o n d e r f u l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f W i l l i n g t o n 

and v i l l a g e s l i k e i t i n B r i t a i n , was t h a t d e s p i t e i t s awkwardness 

and f a l l i n g t h r o u g h t h e gaps, as i t were, W i l l i n g t o n was a l i v e l y 

and warm community. 

Roy Gregory's d e s c r i p t i o n o f a m i n i n g v i l l a g e i s a 

s t e r e o t y p i c a l v iew t h a t has been m a i n t a i n e d by many h i s t o r i a n s 

o v er t h e y e a r s . 

The t y p i c a l m i n i n g v i l l a g e was a d r e a r y 
c o l l e c t i o n o f b o x - l i k e c o t t a g e s , arranged i n 
monotonous rows, each i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h e 
n e x t . Almost everyone was r e l a t e d i n some 
degree t o everyone e l s e , and p h y s i c a l l y and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y t hese i n t e n s e l y c l o s e - k n i t 
s o c i e t i e s tended t o be c u t o f f from t h e r e s t 
o f t h e w o r l d . 9 

W i l l i n g t o n i n no way t y p i f i e s Gregory's s t a t e m e n t . True, mining 

c o t t a g e s c o u l d be termed " b o x - l i k e " , b u t t h a t term can be 

a p p l i e d t o E n g l i s h c o u n c i l houses o f t h e 1950s. I t i s erroneous 

t o suggest t h a t t h e whole v i l l a g e was r e l a t e d t o one another. 

Economic c o n d i t i o n s d e t e r m i n e d t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f W i l l i n g t o n ' s 

p o p u l a t i o n . I n depressed t i m e s , people moved away and i n 

p r o s p e r o u s t i m e s , t h e y moved i n t o t h e v i l l a g e . The c o n s t a n t 

movement o f peoples i n t h e N o r t h e r n c o a l f i e l d meant t h a t no one 
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v i l l a g e was s t a t i c . W i l l i n g t o n was n o t i s o l a t e d from t h e r e s t 

o f t h e w o r l d , f o r newspapers, t h e r a i l w a y and m i g r a t i o n made i t 

o utward l o o k i n g . By 1866, W i l l i n g t o n was a b u s t l i n g town which 

a f f o r d e d r e s i d e n t s a l l k i n d s o f f a c i l i t i e s and e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

You pass shops o f a l l k i n d s and c h a r a c t e r , 
where you can be s u p p l i e d w i t h a n y t h i n g , 
e i t h e r new o r second hand, e i t h e r t o e a t , 
d r i n k ( f o r t h e r e a re about 30 p u b l i c 
h o uses), c l o t h e s , o r f u r n i s h y our house 
o r amuse yo u r c h i l d r e n , i f you have any.^^ 

W i l l i n g t o n was a v i b r a n t community, n o t o n l y o f mineworkers 

b u t tradesmen, fa r m e r s and p r o f e s s i o n a l s as w e l l . The community, 

though, had t o overcome severe s o c i a l problems. W i l l i n g t o n ' s 

l a c k o f p l a n n i n g c r e a t e d bad s a n i t a t i o n and h e a l t h problems. 

Rapid i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n b r o u g h t new s o c i a l problems never 

e x p e r i e n c e d p r e v i o u s l y i n W i l l i n g t o n and t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area. 

And by 1914, r e s i d e n t s were s t i l l c o m p l a i n i n g about these 

problems r a i s e d i n t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Despite t h e 

enormous t a s k o f r e s o l v i n g W i l l i n g t o n ' s s o c i a l problems, 

r e s i d e n t s d i d t r y e a r n e s t l y t o make a b e t t e r environment f o r 

themselves. L o c a l community groups, churches, p o l i t i c i a n s , and 

more i m p o r t a n t l y , S t r a k e r and Love e x e r t e d p r e s s u r e on 

W i l l i n g t o n t o form i t i n t o a cohesive s o c i e t y . I t i s these 

p r e s s u r e s on W i l l i n g t o n s o c i e t y and how W i l l i n g t o n i a n s r e a c t e d , 

t h a t i s c r u c i a l t o t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s o c i a l dynamics i n 

a V i c t o r i a n p i t v i l l a g e . The d i v i s i o n s i n W i l l i n g t o n i n 

r e l a t i o n t o c l a s s , n a t i o n a l i t y , r e l i g i o n and p o l i t i c s d i d not 

c r e a t e a u n i f i e d v i l l a g e as Gregory suggests. On t h e c o n t r a r y , 

v a r i o u s s o c i a l f o r c e s were w o r k i n g a g a i n s t one another; 

sometimes i n harmony, b u t a t o t h e r t i m e s i n v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t . 

Yet, d e s p i t e i t s s o c i a l problems and d i v i s i o n s , W i l l i n g t o n d i d 
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e x i s t as a v i b r a n t and prosperous V i c t o r i a n v i l l a g e . To 

u n d e r s t a n d how i t achieved t h i s , one must understand t h e s o c i a l 

magnetism o f W i l l i n g t o n i n i t s economy, r e l i g i o n , e d u c a t i o n , 

p o l i t i c s , l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s and l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s . 
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CHAPTER ONE: THE WILLINGTON ECONOMY 

That c o a l was B r i t a i n ' s major i n d u s t r y i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , t h e r e can be no doubt. The c o a l i n d u s t r y s u p p l i e d t h e 

necessary f u e l t o o p e r a t e heavy i n d u s t r y and even t o m a i n t a i n 

l i f e . B r i t a i n had t e n c o a l f i e l d r e g i o n s — S c o t l a n d , t h e North 

E a s t , Y o r k s h i r e , South Wales ( t h e p r i n c i p a l f i e l d s ) and 

Cumberland, L a n c a s h i r e / C h e s h i r e , N o r t h Wales, t h e South West, 

West Mi d l a n d s and East Midlands ( t h e l e s s e r f i e l d s ) . The r a i l w a y 

( i t s e l f powered by c o a l ) and s h i p p i n g c a r r i e d c o a l and coke t o 

markets w i t h i n and o u t s i d e o f B r i t a i n . E x p o r t s began t o i n c r e a s e 

from .5 t o 98 m i l l i o n t o n s from 1830 t o 1913 c o m p r i s i n g i n the 

l a t t e r i n s t a n c e twenty-seven p e r c e n t o f UK p r o d u c t i o n . ^ The 

i n s a t i a b l e demand f o r c o a l i n n o r t h e r n Europe t o f u e l t h e i r 

i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n o n l y slackened when t h e European and 

American c o a l f i e l d s began mass m i n i n g . 

Coal i s a v e r y v e r s a t i l e p r o d u c t and can be used f o r many 

purposes. The B r i t i s h used c o a l as f u e l b o t h domestic and 

i n d u s t r i a l . Coal was a l s o a major i n g r e d i e n t i n t h e s m e l t i n g o f 

i r o n and o t h e r m e t a l s . The byeproducts o f c o a l i n c l u d e d coke, 

gas, f i r e b r i c k and p e t r o l e u m . Not a l l m i n i n g areas c o u l d produce 

a l l t h e s e p r o d u c t s , f o r c o a l v a r i e d i n i t s c o n s i s t e n c y t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e c o u n t r y . Brancepeth C o l l i e r y however was v e r y f o r t u n a t e . 

I t produced c o a l , f i r e b r i c k , gas and most i m p o r t a n t l y coke. 

South Durham coke was v e r y h i g h q u a l i t y and s o l d w e l l on t h e coke 

market. T h e r e f o r e , W i l l i n g t o n b e n e f i t t e d from a c o l l i e r y t h a t 

produced a s u p e r i o r and demanded p r o d u c t . The W i l l i n g t o n economy 

c e n t r e d around t h e c o l l i e r y and i t s r e l a t e d i n d u s t r i e s . Even 

t r a d e s c l a i m i n g t o be independent o f t h e c o l l i e r y were a f f e c t e d 
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by i t s success. A s u c c e s s f u l c o l l i e r y meant a prosperous town. 

A depressed c o l l i e r y however meant a v i l l a g e i n r e c e s s i o n . 

THE COAL INDUSTRY 

P r o d u c t i o n 

S t r a k e r and Love a c q u i r e d Brancepeth C o l l i e r y i n 1840, and 

i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t A P i t was sunk t h a t year. The N o r t h e r n Coal 

M i n i n g Company was u n s u c c e s s f u l i n making Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

p r o f i t a b l e i n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c o l l i e r y was a 

r e l a t i v e l y r i c h p i t . Brancepeth c o a l c o n s i s t e d o f s m a l l pieces 

no l a r g e r t h a n f o u r and a h a l f inches and i t was Joseph Love who 

r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e c o l l i e r y would be more p r o f i t a b l e i f i t 

c o n c e n t r a t e d on m a n u f a c t u r i n g coke. He expanded t h e number of 

coke ovens on a l a r g e s c a l e making coke t h e major p r o d u c t o f 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . As soon as t h e coke ovens went i n t o 

o p e r a t i o n , Brancepeth C o l l i e r y made s u b s t a n t i a l p r o f i t s . The 

success o f t h e c o l l i e r y was e n t i r e l y due t o Joseph Love's 

management, f o r he t u r n e d Brancepeth C o l l i e r y from a money l o s e r 

i n t o a p r o f i t a b l e v e n t u r e . 

Coke was Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ' s main o u t p u t and i t s c o a l , 

known as Brancepeth Wallsend, was s o l d on a s m a l l e r s c a l e . 

B r i c k s , t i l e s , d r a i n a g e p i p e s and gas were manufactured a t t h e 

c o l l i e r y from c o a l b y e p r o d u c t s . The Brancepeth Coke, B r i c k , and 

Gas Works w i l l each be d i s c u s s e d i n d i v i d u a l l y f o l l o w i n g t h i s 

s e c t i o n on t h e c o a l i n d u s t r y . 

The success o f Brancepeth C o l l i e r y l e d t o t h e development 

o f new seams i n t h e c o l l i e r y . B P i t , sometimes known as 

Oakenshaw P i t o r Oakenshaw C o l l i e r y , was sunk i n 1850 a t 
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Oakenshaw, a t i n y v i l l a g e n o r t h o f Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . A d r i f t , 

opened i n 1865, connected t o B P i t . C P i t , o r New P i t , s t a r t e d 

o p e r a t i o n a y e a r l a t e r . A l l t h e p i t s were i n t e r c o n n e c t e d 

underground t o v a r i o u s seams o f c o a l . The seams worked t h r o u g h 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y were t h e H u t t o n , Seggar ( o r "B") , J e t , 

3/4, B a l l a r a t , Harvey, and B r o c k w e l l i n descending o r d e r . I n 

a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r expansion o f Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , S t r a k e r and 

Love sank a second p i t a t Sunnybrow (B p i t ) and opened a d r i f t . 

I n t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e y developed Brandon C o l l i e r y . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Roy Church's e s t i m a t e , S t r a k e r and Love ranked 

s i x t h i n t h e N o r t h East as one o f t h e l a r g e s t c o a l producers .2 

The r a p i d development o f t h e c o a l i n d u s t r y i n t h e N o r t h East 

corresponded t o t h e g e n e r a l t r e n d o f t h e UK's i n c r e a s i n g c o a l 

p r o d u c t i o n . 

T able 1.1 E s t i m a t e s o f UK Coal P r o d u c t i o n ( i n m i l l i o n tons) 

1840 46.2 1880 147.1 
1850 62.5 1890 181.7 
1860 87.9 1900 225.3 
1870 115.5 1910 264.5 

Source: Roy Church. The H i s t o r y o f t h e B r i t i s h Coal 
I n d u s t r y , p.86 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ' s c o a l p r o d u c t i o n seems, on t h e s u r f a c e , t o 

be e r r a t i c i f one does n o t t a k e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n f a c t o r s 

a f f e c t i n g c o a l p r o d u c t i o n . The Durham Coal Owners' A s s o c i a t i o n 

(DCOA) r e g u l a t e d t h e amount o f c o a l each i n d i v i d u a l c o l l i e r y 

produced. The a s s o c i a t i o n f i n e d any m i n i n g f i r m t h a t surpassed 

i t s c o a l quota f o r t h e year. By e s t a b l i s h i n g quotas, t h e DCOA 

e f f e c t i v e l y c o n t r o l l e d p r o d u c t i o n and market p r i c e s . C o l l i e r i e s 

d i d n o t have t o w o r r y about g l u t t i n g t h e market and u n d e r c u t t i n g 

t h e p r i c e o f c o a l s . So t h a t even i f Brancepeth C o l l i e r y c o u l d 

produce f i v e t i m e s i t s 1871 amount o f c o a l , t h e management was 
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r e s t r a i n e d by i t s quotas from d o i n g so. S t r i k e s and d i s p u t e s 

d i s r u p t e d c o a l m i n i n g by e n f o r c i n g work stoppages. The 1863, 

1879, 1892 and 1911 s t r i k e s stopped Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ' s 

p r o d u c t i o n i n a l l areas f o r s e v e r a l weeks, t h e r e b y r e s u l t i n g i n 

poor annual p r o d u c t i v i t y r a t e s f o r t h o s e y e a r s . The mine i t s e l f 

o f t e n p l a y e d a major r o l e i n d e t e r m i n i n g how much c o a l was hewed. 

Unforeseen seam i r r e g u l a r i t i e s , w a t e r , and dangerous gases i n t h e 

p i t p r e v e n t e d hewers from e n t e r i n g s u s p i c i o u s areas. Human e r r o r 

and o c c u p a t i o n a l hazards, such as t h e Brancepeth A p i t d i s a s t e r , 

h a l t e d p r o d u c t i o n f o r days and weeks. 

Table 1.2 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Coal P r o d u c t i o n ( i n t o n s ) 

A P i t B P i t C P i t T o t a l 
1871 187 , 000 180,000 190,000 557 ,000 
1872 166 r 141 137,612 194,566 498 ,319 
1873 134 ,273 122,036 173,304 429 , 613 
1874 124 ,277 136,512 144,432 405 ,221 
1875 129 ,283 153,341 149,634 432 ,258 

1877 124 ,819 151,029 38,619 311 ,467 
1878 122 ,926 106,700 26,672 256 ,298 
1879 136 ,435 i d l e 25,573 162 , 008 
1880 169 , 619 128,039 161,781 459 ,439 
1881 138 ,308 104,460 194,129 436 897 
1882 113 ,119 138,078 191,918 443 115 
1883 124 636 127,546 188,071 440 253 
1884 145 998 142,468 213,962 502 428 
1885 142 ,710 121,670 192,865 427 245 
1886 127 451 122,932 188,483 438 866 
1887 135 651 132,862 205,681 474 194 

1892 97, 173 103,370 151,066 351, 609 
1893 138 030 130,732 182,141 450 903 
1894 124, 192 131,416 214,574 470, 182 
1895 120, 473 127,073 188,866 436, 412 
1896 127, 197 145,496 184,851 457, 544 
1897 143, 374 137,627 186,060 467, 061 
1898 144, 957 134,458 187,898 467 , 313 
1899 143, 293 137,227 164,317 444, 837 
1900 144, 242 128,670 146,441 419, 353 
1901 141, 093 123,704 142,957 407, 754 
1902 141, 272 134,161 135,143 410, 576 
1903 145, 659 137,382 142,246 425, 287 
1904 112 , 437 125,036 138,307 375, 780 
1905 144, 193 141,786 152,044 438, 023 
1906 147, 163 130,930 162,161 440, 254 
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1907 132, 775 134, 719 163, 868 431, 362 
1908 106, 299 121, 422 159, 788 387, 509 
1909 123, 279 131, 217 182, 664 437, 160 
1910 138, 959 117, 761 168, 564 425, 284 
1911 151, 351 150, 723 171, 302 473, 376 
1912 125, 706 147, 656 158, 404 431, 766 
1913 92, 747 176, 408 220, 839 489, 994 
Source; NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

The f a c t t h a t A, B, and C p i t s produced d i f f e r e n t amounts o f c o a l 

i n d i c a t e s t h e v a r i a t i o n o f t h e seams i n each p i t . B P i t was i d l e 

i n 1879, no doubt, due t o a g e n e r a l economic d e p r e s s i o n , which 

l a t e r l e d t o a county-wide miners ' s t r i k e . One can see s i m i l a r 

low p r o d u c t i o n f i g u r e s f o r years i n v o l v i n g s t r i k e s . When th e 

c o a l market underwent a d e p r e s s i o n , a s t u t e c o l l i e r y managers 

h a l t e d p r o d u c t i o n by c l o s i n g down t h e p i t f o r l o n g p e r i o d s . 

S t r a k e r and Love was under no o b l i g a t i o n t o pay workers when p i t s 

became i d l e . Under t h e i r agreement w i t h t h e miners, which each 

man s i g n e d , w orkers r e c e i v e d t h e i r wages f o r work done. I f no 

work was done, r e g a r d l e s s o f how such a s t a t e was c r e a t e d , no 

money was p a i d t o t h e men. T h e r e f o r e S t r a k e r and Love c u t t h e i r 

c o s t s i n economic d e p r e s s i o n s by l a y i n g o f f t h e w o r k f o r c e , a 

t a c t i c s t i l l used by modern i n d u s t r i a l i s t s . I f one l o o k s a t the 

average number o f days worked each year, i t i s p o s s i b l e t o see 

how t h e owners and t h e men ( t h r o u g h s t r i k e s ) c o n t r o l l e d 

p r o d u c t i o n . 

T able 1.3 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Average Number o f Days 
Worked 

A P i t B P i t C P i t 
1885 288 288 286 
1886 259 257 281 
1887 287-1/4 289 300 

1892* 208 215 199 
1893 274 265 262 
1894 273 281 272-1/2 
1895 258 255-1/2 257 
1896 280 292 285-1/2 
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1897 290-1/2 290 292 
1898 295-1/2 296 299 
1899 297-1/2 300 303 
1900 294 296 299 
1901 276 277 287 
1902 274-1/4 277-1/2 279 
1903 288 284 283 
1904 241-1/2 248 258 
1905 303 302 302 
1906 303 302-1/2 304 
1907 302 301-1/2 302 
1908 263 263-1/2 265 
1909 281 278 274 
1910 273 260 270 
1911 286 286 287 
1912 257 258 256 
1913 260 287 286 
*does n o t i n c l u d e 1892 s t r i k e 
Source : NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

I f one l o o k s a t t a b l e s 1.2 and 1.3, t h e o v e r a l l p a t t e r n o f c o a l 

p r o d u c t i o n a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y i s q u i t e c l e a r and one can see 

t h e o u t s i d e i n f l u e n c e s which a f f e c t e d i t a t work. Through an 

a n a l y s i s o f t h e c o l l i e r y ' s c o a l o u t p u t , t h e average number of 

days worked, and t h e number o f hewers employed each year i t i s 

p o s s i b l e t o v i e w t h e r e a l p r o d u c t i v i t y o f Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . 

T a b l e 1.4 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y P r o d u c t i v i t y 1893-1914 
Amount o f Coal produced p e r hewer ( i n t o n s ) 

A P i t B P i t C P i t C o l l i e r y 
1893 3.2 3.2 2.8 3 
1894 3 3.2 2.9 3 
1895 2.9 3.4 2.8 3 
1896 2.4 3.1 2.4 2.6 
1897 2.5 3.1 2.3 2.6 
1898 2.5 3 2.4 2.6 
1899 2.4 3 2.3 2.6 
1900 2.5 2.9 2.3 2 . 6 
1901 2.5 3 2.2 2.6 
1902 2.5 3 2.2 2.6 
1903 2.5 2.8 2.2 2.5 
1904 2.5 2.9 2.2 2.5 
1905 2.5 2.6 2.2 2.4 
1906 2.6 2.5 2.3 2.5 
1907 2.5 2.7 2.2 2.5 
1908 2.3 2.8 2.4 2.5 
1909 2.3 2.6 2.6 2.5 
1910 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.5 
1911 2.7 2.7 3 2.8 
1912 3 . 8 3 2.7 3.2 
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1913 3.1 3 4 3.4 
Source: C a l c u l a t e d from NCB S t a t i s t i c s 
S u r p r i s i n g l y , we see t h a t p r o d u c t i v i t y was r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e and 

e s c a l a t e d s h a r p l y i n t h e f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s b e f o r e World War I , 

when t h e c o u n t r y was p r e p a r i n g f o r war. The c o n s i s t e n c y o f t h e 

c o l l i e r y ' s p r o d u c t i v i t y does suggest t h a t a quota system was i n 

f o r c e and t h a t t h e hewers f u l f i l l e d t h i s quota q u i t e e f f i c i e n t l y , 

d e s p i t e t h e i r numbers which v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y from year t o 

y e a r . We can conclude t h e r e f o r e t h a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y was a 

s t a b l e , p r o f i t - m a k i n g mine, which enabled S t r a k e r and Love t o be 

a l e a d i n g c o a l p r o d u c e r o f t h e N o r t h East. 

Management 

The f i r m S t r a k e r and Love, formed i n 1841, c o n s i s t e d of 

t h r e e men — Joseph S t r a k e r (1784-1867), h i s son John Coppin 

S t r a k e r (1815-1885) and Joseph Love (1796-1875). Joseph S t r a k e r 

managed t h e f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e company from h i s home i n 

Northumberland. He was an ex-seaman and had r i s e n t o become a 

l a r g e s h i p b u i l d e r and t i m b e r merchant. H i s son, John Coppin 

S t r a k e r i n h e r i t e d t h e f i r m a f t e r Joseph's d e a t h , b u t was n o t made 

a s e n i o r p a r t n e r u n t i l a f t e r Love d i e d i n 1875. John's son, 

Joseph Henry S t r a k e r ( b . l 8 5 0 ) j o i n e d t h e business and t o o k over 

h i s f a t h e r ' s a f f a i r s upon h i s death. The S t r a k e r s safeguarded 

t h e f i r m ' s i n t e r e s t s by b e i n g a member o f t h e c o a l owners' 

c a r t e l , l o c a t e d a t Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The c a r t e l , which 

angered London f o r i t s p r i c e f i x i n g , became a f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

i n 1872 w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e Durham Coal Owners' 

A s s o c i a t i o n (DCOA). By c o n t r o l l i n g p r o d u c t i o n and p r i c e f i x i n g , 

t h e DCOA sought t o s t a b i l i z e t h e c o a l market. S t r a k e r and Love 

20 



had f i v e v o t e s on t h e c o a l board o f t h e DCOA. John C. S t r a k e r 

e x e r c i s e d t h r e e v o t e s , Joseph H. S t r a k e r had one and t h e i r 

v i e w e r , W i l l i a m H e p p e l l ( a f t e r 1881 R i c h a r d LLewelyan Weeks) had 

one. 

Joseph Love was t h e a c t i n g manager o f t h e S t r a k e r and Love 

c o l l i e r i e s . I t was h i s t a s k t o see t h a t p r o d u c t i o n r a n smoothly. 

I n o r d e r t o oversee h i s o p e r a t i o n s . Love moved t o W i l l i n g t o n H a l l 

i n 1850, where he remained u n t i l 1858. H i s move t o h i s mansion, 

Mount Beulah, i n Durham C i t y d i d n o t i n t e r f e r e i n c o l l i e r y 

management, f o r h i s s o n - i n - l a w and p a r t n e r , Robinson Ferens 

(1822-1890) remained i n W i l l i n g t o n . Love was an ex-pitman and 

self-made man (see Appendix A f o r h i s b i o g r a p h y ) . H i s e s t a t e was 

rumoured a t £1 m i l l i o n on h i s d e a t h ^ Love had v e r y s e t ideas on 

t h e o p e r a t i o n o f h i s c o l l i e r i e s . By a c t u a l l y l i v i n g i n 

W i l l i n g t o n , he e x e r t e d tremendous c o n t r o l over h i s workers, even 

a f t e r t h e i r s h i f t s had f i n i s h e d . H i s l i b e r a l i t y t o t h e M e t h o d i s t 

New Connexion and t o o t h e r churches and o r g a n i z a t i o n s won him 

p r a i s e among h i s p e e r s . To view Love p u r e l y as a p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , 

however, i s erroneous. Love b e l i e v e d t h a t o n l y h i s views o f 

s o c i e t y were c o r r e c t . He used h i s power as an employer and h i s 

money as an i n d u s t r i a l i s t t o f o r c e people t o conform t o h i s 

i d e a s . H i s use o f power was s h a r p l y i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e 1863 

Rocking S t r i k e , when he e v i c t e d f a m i l i e s a t a l l S t r a k e r and Love 

c o l l i e r i e s i n o r d e r t o c r u s h t h e s t r i k e , which t h e media and 

p u b l i c f e l t was j u s t i f i e d . 
To say t h e l e a s t , Messrs S t r a k e r and Love have 
e x h i b i t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s which we now 
d e p l o r e a h a r s h , u n y i e l d i n g and unbending s p i r i t ; 
f o r i f t h e y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e i r men were ac h i n g 
under s i n i s t e r i n f l u e n c e s , t h e y ought, a t a l l 
e v e n t s , t o have made some e f f o r t t o disabuse t h e i r 
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minds o f t h e erroneous i m p r e s s i o n s under which 
t h e y were l a b o u r i n g , b e f o r e r e s o r t i n g t o t h e 
extreme, and we may even say inhuman, a l t e r n a t i v e 
w h i c h t h e y have adopted o f t u r n i n g whole f a m i l i e s 
o u t i n t o t h e open a i r a t t h i s i n c l e m e n t season o f 
t h e y e a r . ^ 

I t was Joseph Love who f o r c e d p i t m e n t o a v o i d combination, 

j o i n t h e New C o n n e x i o n i s t s and show deference t o S t r a k e r and 

Love. By c o n t r i b u t i n g h i s money i n v a s t q u a n t i t i e s t o t h e 

churches and i n s t i t u t i o n s o f which he approved, as w e l l as 

f o r c i n g h i s men t o j o i n them, he hoped t o suppress any 

o p p o s i t i o n . Non-approved groups f a c e d f i n a n c i a l r u i n and 

d w i n d l i n g membership. Only e x t r e m e l y s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n groups 

managed t o s u r v i v e Love's a t t a c k , and e v e n t u a l l y prospered a f t e r 

h i s d e a t h . 

The h o l d t h a t Love had over W i l l i n g t o n d i d n o t ease once he 

moved t o Durham C i t y . Robinson Ferens s i m p l y t o o k over, a l t h o u g h 

he does n o t appear t o be as r u t h l e s s as Love. Ferens, by being 

a Poor Law Guardian, a member o f t h e R u r a l S a n i t a r y A u t h o r i t y and 

a p r o m i n e n t L i b e r a l , used h i s p o l i t i c a l power t o shape W i l l i n g t o n 

i n t o h i s i d e a o f a community. T h i s c h a i n o f c o n t r o l was f u r t h e r 

c a r r i e d on by Love's grandson, Joseph H o r a t i o Love ( b . l 8 5 3 ) , b u t 

t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t . 

Joseph Love enjoyed u s i n g patronage. H i s own f a m i l y 

b e n e f i t t e d enormously from h i s bu s i n e s s . Robinson Ferens was 

a p p o i n t e d s u r f a c e manager a t Brancepeth, Brandon, Sunnybrow and 

B i t c h b u r n c o l l i e r i e s , when he m a r r i e d i n t o t h e f a m i l y . Thomas 

Love, Joseph's b r o t h e r , who had w i t h d r a w n from t h e 1840 

c o n s o r t i u m , m a i n t a i n e d a p o s t a t W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y . Anthony 

Love was overman a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , and John Love became a 

r e s i d e n t v i e w e r . Love's o f f i c i a l s were l o n g s e r v i n g , d e d i c a t e d 

22 



men, l i k e W.L. G o t t ( v i e w e r , W i l l i n g t o n ) , R.L. Weeks (viewer, 

Brancepeth and a g e n t ) , D. Grieves (manager, Brancepeth A, B, C) 

and John R u t h e r f o r d ( e n g i n e e r ) . The o f f i c i a l s , n o t s u r p r i s i n g l y , 

conformed t o Love's views o f s o c i e t y and were major community 

f i g u r e s . T h e i r p o s i t i o n as t h e f i r s t c h a i n o f command t o S t r a k e r 

and Love's o f f i c e s guaranteed them an amount o f deference. W.L. 

G o t t ' s wedding i n 1865 was applauded w i t h cannons a t Brancepeth 

and W i l l i n g t o n c o l l i e r i e s . 

A l t h o u g h b o t h t h e S t r a k e r and Love f a m i l i e s owned t h e 

c o l l i e r i e s , t h e i r r o l e s i n t h e b u s i n e s s were q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . 

The S t r a k e r s had l i t t l e c o n t a c t w i t h W i l l i n g t o n . Both John C. 

S t r a k e r and Joseph H. S t r a k e r l i v e d a few years a t W i l l i n g t o n 

House, b u t t h e i r f a m i l y t i e s were i n Northumberland. Joseph 

S t r a k e r , h i m s e l f , never l i v e d i n Durham. Yet, t h e S t r a k e r s d i d 

s u p p o r t p h i l a n t h r o p i c endeavours i n W i l l i n g t o n o u t o f a sense o f 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . T h e i r i n f l u e n c e on v i l l a g e l i f e , however, was 

m i n i m a l compared t o t h a t o f Joseph Love's. Love v i r t u a l l y 

dominated W i l l i n g t o n , and i t would be v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o w r i t e a 

h i s t o r y o f t h e v i l l a g e w i t h o u t m e n t i o n i n g h i s name. Ne a r l y a l l 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s churches and o r g a n i z a t i o n s owed t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o 

h i s g e n e r o s i t y . Love's in v o l v e m e n t i n t h e l i f e o f h i s workers 

was n o t unusual i n V i c t o r i a n England, b u t h i s d e v o t i o n t o t h e New 

Connexion and h i s f e r v o u r i n pushing i t onto t h e workers was 

q u i t e e x t r a o r d i n a r y . Love became a " m i s s i o n a r y " and was 

applauded as such by t h e M e t h o d i s t s . H i s method o f i n t r o d u c i n g 

t h e New Connexion was h i g h l y i r r e g u l a r and t o o k on t h e 

appearance, a t l e a s t i n t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , o f a 

f a n a t i c a l o b s e s s i o n . 
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Occupational Hazards and D i s a s t e r s 

I t was custom i n mining areas t h a t owners gave the workers 

some form of p r o t e c t i o n from occupational hazards by providing 

f o r men who had the misfortune to have an accident at work. 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y was a r e l a t i v e l y s a f e p i t , for i t was not 

gaseous. I n f a c t , naked l i g h t s were used i n the p i t u n t i l 1882 

without any d i s a s t r o u s consequences. The p i t was w e l l v e n t i l a t e d 

as a r e s u l t of i t s numerous entrances. Miners working i n the 

D r i f t and B P i t could simply walk down i n t o the mine. Workers 

i n A and C P i t s had to use a s h a f t to reach the works. 

Brancepeth, W i l l i n g t o n and Oakenshaw C o l l i e r i e s were 

interconnected and i t was p o s s i b l e to walk from one p i t to 

another underground. Despite i t s s a f e conditions, Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y s t i l l witnessed many occupational a c c i d e n t s . 

I n 1889, s i x men were assigned to c l e a n out a c o a l hopper. 

As soon as the men commenced the task, the hopper exploded and 

t h r e e men died. The coroner's inquest found t h a t o i l lamps, used 

by the men, had i g n i t e d c o a l dust causing the explosion. 5 The 

1896 Brancepeth A P i t D i s a s t e r caused a great amount of concern 

(see Appendix B ) . The a u t h o r i t i e s f e l t t h a t S t r a k e r and Love's 

r e l a t i v e l y s a f e record had made them l a x i n enforcing s a f e t y . 

More men, however, died as a r e s u l t of i n d i v i d u a l accidents, 

r a t h e r than l a r g e d i s a s t e r s . Thomas Hinds, a fourteen year old 

d r i v e r was crushed by tubs i n 1858. A locomotive ran over bank 

i n s p e c t o r William Adams i n 1875. John Cluskey, a c o l l i e r , was 

crushed by f a l l i n g stone two years l a t e r . He died of severe back 

i n j u r i e s a f t e r three months. I n a d d i t i o n to f a t a l i t i e s were a 
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l a r g e number of a c c i d e n t s which s e v e r e l y c r i p p l e d men or forced 

them o f f work f o r s e v e r a l days. 

The r i s k s involved i n mining created a s e t of myths and 

b e l i e f s . I t was considered bad luck to change s h i f t s with one's 

•marra' i n mid-week. I f a man d i d so, he would not go to work 

the next day. A miner on h i s way to work would return home i f 

he met a s q u i n t i n g woman. I f a worker was k i l l e d i n the p i t , h i s 

'marra' would not work i n the same pl a c e . Owners often had to 

r e c r u i t men who knew nothing of the f a t a l i t y to work there.6 Men 

stopped work as soon as a f a t a l i t y occurred. I n 1905, 4 60 men 

walked out of the p i t a t W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y when a man was 

k i l l e d . S t r a k e r and Love was unable to seek redress through the 

DCOA, as the committee accepted the work stoppage as customary. 

For good luck, hewers always gave t h e i r p u t t e r s a t r e a t at 

Christmas. P u t t e r s a t W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y expecting t h e i r annual 

t r e a t i n 1912 refused to work u n t i l they had received t h e i r 

g i f t s . 

S t r a k e r and Love sought to p r o t e c t t h e i r men through the 

North of England Coal Owners' Mutual P r o t e c t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n . I n 

1883 a t Brancepeth A P i t , S t r a k e r and Love insured 427 men and 

38 boys (under s i x t e e n years of age) with the a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Although employment records were not o f f i c i a l l y recorded u n t i l 

1892, i t i s probable t h a t the number of men and boys insured 

e q u a l l e d the t o t a l number of workers at Brancepeth A P i t . "Smart 

money", the name given to the owners' accident fund, was s e t up 

to provide funds f o r accident, death and b u r i a l s . The fund was 

not l a r g e enough to encompass the whole workforce and many 

workers had to s t a y o f f work without any compensation. I n 1863, 
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i t was discovered t h a t smart money a t S t r a k e r and Love was not 

a c o n t r i b u t i o n from the employers, but a fund made up of workers' 

f i n e s . The company imposed f i n e s f o r shortages and d e f a u l t s by 

the workmen. Rev F.W. Ruxton accused S t r a k e r and Love of 

d e l i b e r a t e l y favouring New Connexionists with money from the 

fund, while excluding a l l others. Through a b i t t e r exchange of 

l e t t e r s i n the Durham Chron i c l e with Robinson Ferens, Ruxton 

s t a t e d t h a t he was not s a t i s f i e d t h a t the fund was being used 

w i s e l y . Ferens answered t h a t S t r a k e r and Love was not biased. 

I n 1862, the fi r m had paid seventeen people from the fund and 

only one person was a New Connexionist. Ferens did not explain, 

however, why the fund i n October 1863 stood a t £231, with only 

£11 being a l r e a d y d i s t r i b u t e d i n smart money. Ruxton f e r v e r e n t l y 

b e l i e v e d t h a t the ma j o r i t y of accident cases a t the c o l l i e r y 
o 

r e c e i v e d no compensation whatsoever. 

Smart money was inadequate to meet the needs of workers who 

had s u f f e r e d a c c i d e n t s a t work. Trade unions, apart from t h e i r 

f u n c t i o n as a c o l l e c t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n of workers, offered t h e i r 

own s i c k , a c c i d e n t and b u r i a l funds. Because of l e g i s l a t i o n 

banning combination, s e v e r a l trade unions e s t a b l i s h e d themselves 

f i r s t as f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s . The Northumberland and Durham 

Permanent R e l i e f Fund foirmed a branch a t W i l l i n g t o n i n 1867, when 

seventy men j o i n e d . The Durham Miners' Permanent R e l i e f Fund 

a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a branch a t W i l l i n g t o n . The l a t t e r fund only 

provided death b e n e f i t s a t f i r s t , but expanded to include a fund 

f o r d i s a b l e d , s i c k , and aged miners. The Durham Cokemen and 

Labourers and Byeproduct Workers' A s s o c i a t i o n and the Durham 

County C o l l i e r y Enginemens', Boilerminders' and Firemens' 
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A s s o c i a t i o n a l l had s i m i l a r accident and b u r i a l funds. Members 

and h a l f members paid a monthly c o n t r i b u t i o n to the b u r i a l , 

a c c i d e n t or s i c k f u n d ( s ) . A f t e r a c e r t a i n period of membership, 

members and h a l f members could s t a r t to r e c e i v e compensation. 

S i c k fund c o n t r i b u t i o n s u s u a l l y v a r i e d according to the age of 

the member. Members were refused entry i n t o the fund a f t e r the 

age of f o r t y . I n 1881, the Durham C o l l i e r y Enginemen's Mutual 

P r o t e c t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n provided £6 upon the death of a member, 

£3 upon h i s w i f e ' s , and £1 upon each of h i s children'3.9 Members 

r e c e i v e d 6s per week i n the case of accident or s i c k n e s s . The 

workers' f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s were not welcomed by the c o l l i e r y . 

When William Patterson, agent of the Durham Miners' Confident 

A s s o c i a t i o n , h e l d a meeting a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y to d i s c u s s 

membership, i n t e r e s t e d s p e c t a t o r s r e c e i v e d n o t i c e from the 

c o l l i e r y o f f i c e s the next morning. S t r a k e r and Love f e l t that 

the miners' f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s d i s g u i s e d t h e i r r e a l nature as 

t r a d e unions. 

(The Durham Miners' Permanent R e l i e f Fund)...had 
to run the gauntlet between the blinded p r e j u d i c e s 
of working pitmen and the e q u a l l y unfounded 
s u s p i c i o n s of coal-owners. The former denounced 
the movement as a scheme of the owners to get the 
men i n t o t h e i r power, and f r e e themselves from 
the l i a b i l i t i e s of paying money to those who might 
happen an a c c i d e n t i n the p i t s ; while the l a t t e r 
s t i g m a t i s e d i t as a device of the men to r a i s e a 
fund f o r union and s t r i k e purposes.''0 

Despite the e f f o r t s made by the owners and the unions, s e v e r a l 

men s t i l l r e c e i v e d e i t h e r no p r o v i s i o n or not enough. I t was 

only a t the t u r n of the century t h a t the B r i t i s h government 

s t a r t e d to c o n s t r u c t the Welfare S t a t e . 

Besides trade unions, f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s gave people the 

opportunity to j o i n a s i c k , accident or b u r i a l fund. I n 
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w i l l i n g t o n many of these s o c i e t i e s were connected to inns — 

Queen's Head Inn Y e a r l y Fund, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Hotel Yearly 

Fund, Burn Hotel Y e a r l y Fund, and the Edinburgh C a s t l e Yearly 

Fund. The y e a r l y fund s o c i e t i e s c o l l e c t e d c o n t r i b u t i o n s from the 

members and d i s t r i b u t e d a dividend a t the end of the year, a f t e r 

deductions f o r a c c i d e n t s and deaths. Often the dividend was 

awarded a t annual suppers. The Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Yearly Fund, 

which had 120 members i n 1909, the Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Bank Fund 

and the Brancepeth A P i t Y e a r l y Fund represented su r f a c e workers, 

many of whom were non-unionized.1 ̂  R e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t e d f r i e n d l y 

s o c i e t i e s such as Our Blessed Lady's Temperance, S i c k and B u r i a l 

S o c i e t y (Roman C a t h o l i c ) and the W i l l i n g t o n P a r i s h Church Sick 

and Poor Fund enabled t h e i r congregations to j o i n a fund, 

r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r work or trade. 

National f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s such as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

E q u a l i s e d Druids' Societ y , the Ancient Order of F o r e s t e r s and the 

Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, had large 

memberships i n W i l l i n g t o n . The s o c i e t i e s were not merely an 

a c c i d e n t and b u r i a l fund, but a c t i v e men's cl u b s . The F o r e s t e r s ' 

branch Court Anna Maria no. 2,654, and the Oddfellows' branch 

Loyal M i l l s Lodge were e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1864 and 1840 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The lodges h i r e d the s e r v i c e s of a surgeon, so t h a t members could 

have easy a c c e s s to medical treatment i f s i c k or i n j u r e d . 

Membership of the lodges was quite l a r g e — Loyal M i l l s Lodge had 

350 members i n 1 8 9 0 J ^ Most of the members were c o l l i e r y workers, 

which i s s t r o n g l y i l l u s t r a t e d by the occupations of the o f f i c e r s 

— John Dunn (engineer) and R. H a l l ( c a s h i e r , Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y ) . Anniversary parades i n v a r i a b l y marched past Robinson 
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Feren's and John S t r a k e r ' s residences to show respect. At the 

Anna Maria Lodge's ann i v e r s a r y i n 1860, members toasted the coal 

trade and the f i r m of S t r a k e r s and Love1.3 Apart from providing 

f u n e r a l expenses and death b e n e f i t s , the Oddfellows paid t r a v e l 

expenses f o r those members who had to migrate to f i n d employment. 

Workforce 

S t r a k e r and Love workmen c o n s t i t u t e d the majority of the 

population i n W i l l i n g t o n . The owners and t h e i r o f f i c i a l s only 

made up a small proportion of those people involved i n coal 

production. Most people working a t the c o l l i e r y were miners, 

mechanics, enginemen, cokeyard men, b r i c k and t i l e makers and 

other s u r f a c e and underground labourers. Each of these 

occupations w i t h i n mining were p a r t of a promotion system. 

Underground workers earned more than s u r f a c e workers, due to 

t h e i r i n c r e a s e d r i s k of accident or death. Since most surface 

workers were u n s k i l l e d , i t was very d i f f i c u l t f o r them to get a 

job underground. 

These u n s k i l l e d men were often r e f e r r e d to as labourers. I n 

times of depression, labourers were the f i r s t group of men 

t a r g e t e d f o r d i s m i s s a l . Since miners and s u r f a c e tradesmen kept 

t h e i r posts f o r f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s , new men and boys, 

u n f a m i l i a r to c o a l mining, found work more e a s i l y as surface 

l a b o u r e r s M Adult labourers r e c e i v e d the lowest wages of a l l 

a d u l t s working a t the c o l l i e r y J ^ As a r e s u l t , labourers tended 

to be the poor of the working c l a s s e s . I r i s h workers were 

p a r t i c u l a r l y strong a t Brancepeth Coke Works, which employed a 

l a r g e u n s k i l l e d labour force J ̂  Men i n other areas of the mine who 
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S u r f a c e Sui- f a c e U n i i e r p r . Su7" fn ce U n d e r r r . 
D a t e Hewers D e p u t i e s Het;hariios Kn nemen Cokemen O t h e r s O t h e r s O t h e r s Othcrr- TOT.A D e p u t i e s Kn nemen 

Ov e r 16 y r s . Under 16 y r s . 

1«93 1 56 12 30 6 44 57 1 09 PO 3^ ii'-'"' 
1894 1 50 1 3 23 7 46 66 96 1 9 41 4( : 
1895 159 . 1 5 27 7 44 62 99 16 41 470 
1896 190 12 28 7 47 68 100 1 3 43 
1897 1 98 13 30 7 45 75 92 11 57 52 = 
1 898 199 12 28 7 64 60 97 1 ? 48 52" 
1899 200 12 30 7 62 55 94 1 45 = 

1900 197 12 33 7 62 51 90 16 4? 51 
1901 202 13 • 32 7 62 51 88 1 n 44 51.'. 
1902 209 13 30 8 50 50 91 1 ."6 f, r p 
1903 201 13 . 32 7 50 56 89 1 7<; 4"'.-
1904 185 13 27 6 42 83 78 15 37 4 ' 
1905 193 1 2 31 6 53 70 93 Q 31 4'' = 
1906 187 U 31 6 51 81 93 O 26 4'V-
1907 175 12 30 7 44 87 98 1 1 • ?o 4 
1 908 1 73 12 26 6 31 . 1 1 2 87 7 28 
1909 . 189 12' 26 6 36 61 117 7 42 
1910 200 17 33 7 47 . 62 1 58 6 54 
1911 198 15 AO 7 60 . 71 185 7 . 40 h.> 1912 130 11 30 7 60 .41 121 9 21 4^0 
1913 113 11 39 6 50 • 53 125 8 20 42'^ 

S o u r c e : NOB S t a t i s t i c s 

D a t e 

1 893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1 903 
1904 
1905 
1 906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1 911 
1912 
1913 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED 

Hewers D e p u t i e s M e c h a n i c s E n g 

BRANCEPETH A P I T 
S u r f a c e 

E n i i n i l e h Cokeraen O t h e r s 
U n d e r g r . 
O t h e r s 

O v e r 16 y r s . 

1 53 
144 
145 
162 
152 
152 
150 
1 51 
147 
163 
171 
173 
181 
172 
163 
167 
182 
194 
196 
194 
203 

9 
11 
13 
11 
10 
10 
10 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
13 
13 
14 
13 
14 
18 
14 
18 
19 

29 
22 
26 
24 
26 
26 
29 
29 
28 
28 
29 
30 
30 
28 
31 
32 
29 
28 
40 
40 
20 

11* 
11» 
»̂ 

11 
11 
11 
10 
10 
10 
10 
9 
9 
9 
9 
8 

11 
11 
9 
9 
9 
8 

43 
46 
43 
47 
43 
55 
55 
50 
50 
48 
49 
46 
50 
46 
45 
34 
37 
37 
60 
68 
24 

53 
63 
61 
65 
71 
60 
56 
61 
62 
50 
52 
58 
62 
77 
75 
83 
54 
54 
79 
78 
66 

95 
96 
96 

102 
98 
94 
93 
90 
89 
90 
96 

116 
103 
98 
98 
89 

116 
146 
189 
223 
240 

• i n c l u d e s two u n d e r g r o u n d w o r k e r s 
S o u r c e : NOB S t a t i s t i c s 

S u r f a c e U n d e r g r . 
O t h e r s O t h e r s 

Under 16 y r s . 

14 
9 
6 
5 
8 

13 
14 
14 
11 
10 
11 
13 
9 

10 
12 
15 
8 
5 
8 
2 

15 

30 
31 
32 
38 
25 
33 
34 
36 
32 
34 
31 
29 
28 
20 
24 
24 
31 
30 
29 
24 
29 

TOTAL 

437 
433 
431 
465 
424 
454 
451 
4 52 
440 
444 
460 
486 
485 
473 
470 
468 
482 
521 
624 
656 
614 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED 

BRANCEPETH B P I T 

Da t e 

1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897. 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 

Hewers D e p u t i e s 

248 
268 
267 
268 
269 
258 
234 
206 
218 
205 
222 
235 
234 
235 
242 
252 
253 
226 
199 
229 
190 

14 
16 
18 
17 
16 
16 
14 
15 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
12 
13 
13 
18 
16 
20 
23 

S o u r c e : NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

40 
32 
40 
38 
41 
33 
37 
34 
33 
20 
31 
33 
22 
35 
36 
38 
39 
41 
43 
.50 
89 

u r f a c e S u r f a c e U n d e r g r . S u r f a c e U n d e r p r . 
nginemen • Cokemen O t h e r s O t h e r s . O t h e r s O t h e r s TOTAI 

Ov e r 16 y r s . • Under 16 y r s . 

8 . 44 104 114 6 39 617 
10 46 79 115 1 3 41 620 
10 43 73 119 10 45 625 
9 48 57 112 1 5 50 61 4 
9 52 59 110 10 53 619 
9 56 62 104 12 51 602 
9 51 64 98 10 50 567 
8 48 68 89 11 38 '.17 
8 48 67 91 12 40 530 
8 48 57 95 1 4 •?o "--on 
9 49 58 96 15 34 '..•7 

10 51 • 54 106 15 32 579 
10 54 66 105 16 27 578 
10 51 70 109 11 28 589 
10 55 66 • 111 7 19 583 
7 45 81 110 9 26 615 
7 37 • 89 132 9 30 (43 
8 59 83 186 6 30 ' '74 
8 . 69 • 76 211 7 17 678 
8 •76 . 70 290 5 36 F.09 
8 38 98 405 17 5 c 1 ,000 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED 

BRANCEPETH C P I T 

T a b l e 1.5 29a 



became c r i p p l e d or e l d e r l y often t r a n s f e r r e d to e a s i e r labouring 

jobs on the bank a t a reduced wage, r a t h e r than being forced to 

r e t i r e . The records of the Durham Cokemen and Labourers and 

Byeproduct Workers' A s s o c i a t i o n which represented a large 

proportion of these labourers, have unfortunately not survived. 

Only a small number of tradesmen (enginemen, mechanics, 

j o i n e r s , masons, e t c . ) worked underground to maintain and ere c t 

mine equipment and they r e c e i v e d a higher wage than t h e i r 

co-workers on the surface.^''' The s u r f a c e tradesmen, l i k e the 

g u i l d s c e n t u r i e s e a r l i e r , implemented an apprentice system. I n 

order to move up to a s k i l l e d p o s i t i o n , men had to provide a 

c e r t i f i c a t e of competence obtained through t h e i r union. The 

Durham County C o l l i e r y Enginemens', Boilerminders' and Firemens' 

A s s o c i a t i o n was inundated with requests to l e a r n s k i l l s such as 

ha u l i n g and winding. Candidates had to prove through t h e i r lodge 

to DCCEFA head o f f i c e t h a t they should be accepted as 

ap p r e n t i c e s . I f accepted, the candidate paid a sum of money, 

which v a r i e d according to h i s length of membership i n the union 

and the s k i l l to be learned. I n 1895, i t co s t 30s to l e a r n how 

to h a u l . T h i s sum was l a r g e because i t went to pay the l o s s i n 

wages t h a t a h a u l e r would i n c u r while teaching an apprentice. 

The c o l l i e r y management did not finance a worker apprentice 

system, but n a t u r a l l y approved of s k i l l e d workers f r e e of cost. 

The workmen d i d not c r e a t e apprentice systems for the owners' 

b e n e f i t , but to e l i m i n a t e h o r r i f i c a c c i d e n t s t h a t occurred from 

young and untrained workers. By c o n t r o l l i n g the number of 

app r e n t i c e s , trade unions prevented a surplus of s k i l l e d men i n 

one p a r t i c u l a r area. 
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Underground workers a l s o had an apprentice system, although 

i t was very informal. Boys s t a r t e d as trappers underground and 

could, with maturity, strength, and s k i l l move upwards to putter, 

d r i v e r and f i n a l l y hewer. Hewers were the most respected and 

v o c a l members of the c o l l i e r y workforce. The Durham Miners' 

A s s o c i a t i o n was the s t r o n g e s t miners' union i n County Durham. 

Miners were w e l l protected by t h e i r union and could r e l y upon i t 

f o r adequate b e n e f i t s and s t r i k e pay. With some education, 

hewers were able to s i t a mining examination to c e r t i f y 

competency as an o f f i c i a l . S t r a k e r and Love sponsored a night 

school so t h a t candidates could l e a r n the m a t e r i a l necessary for 

the mining o f f i c i a l examinations. Overmen, deputies and viewers 

were often men who had s t a r t e d c o l l i e r y l i f e a t the bottom. 

C h a r l e s Wilson (1891-1967) i s a prime example of a Willington 

pitman who rose up the ranks. He went down the p i t at age 

t h i r t e e n . While working h i s way up to hewer, he attended night 

s c h o o l . At eighteen, he was e l e c t e d t r e a s u r e r to the DMA l o c a l 

lodge and a t twenty-one, he was chosen a s s i s t a n t checkweighman 

a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . 

Parliament began to grow concerned about the miners and 

t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s i n the nineteenth century. From 1842 onwards. 

Parliament passed a c t s r e g u l a t i n g the operation of c o a l mines. 

The upper and lower house were concerned with three main e v i l s 

— p i t d i s a s t e r s , c h i l d labour and female labour. The Brancepeth 

A P i t D i s a s t e r was f u l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d by the House of Commons 

S e l e c t Committee. C h i l d labour was a source of cheap labour for 

c o l l i e r y owners. Working c l a s s parents who could not afford 

school pence and needed an e x t r a income, no matter how small. 

31 



w i l l i n g l y sent t h e i r c h i l d r e n to work a t the p i t . As one 

exasperated teacher wrote i n 1875: 

I have r e c e i v e d n o t i c e about John Horler from h i s 
f a t h e r about l e a v i n g school to go down the p i t , he 
i s not eleven years of age t i l l next weekend. I 
went up and spoke to the f a t h e r about him to t r y 
and l e t him continue a t school t i l l next examination 
but I am a f r a i d the f a t h e r w i l l send him to workJ^ 

Parliament c o n t i n u a l l y l e g i s l a t e d minimum working ages and hours 

fo r underground workers. I n 1861 no boy under twelve years old 

could work down the p i t i f he could not read nor w r i t e . I n 1873 

boys aged ten to twelve years could not work more than s i x hours 

per day; boys aged twelve to s i x t e e n years no more than 

f i f t y - f o u r hours weekly. By 1887, boys under twelve years old 

were banned completely from working i n the p i t . 

Only boys were expected to work i n industry. G i r l s had 

l i t t l e chance of f i n d i n g employment due to l o c a l a t t i t u d e s , lack 

of employment oppo r t u n i t i e s and government l e g i s l a t i o n . 

Parliament banned the underground employment of women i n 1842, 

as a r e s u l t of horrendous rep o r t s of the e x p l o i t a t i o n of women 

i n mines, e s p e c i a l l y i n Scotland. Very few women worked i n the 

Durham c o a l f i e l d anyway, even on the su r f a c e . Brancepeth A P i t 

did h i r e two women to work i n the granary. The e a r l i e s t mention 

of the women i s i n 1882 and the l a s t i n 1909 J 9 i t i s unknown 

whether other women worked p r e v i o u s l y a t the c o l l i e r y . Straker 

and Love probably wanted to keep the f a c t t h a t they h i r e d women 

workers as q u i e t as p o s s i b l e . 
Many h i s t o r i a n s have dismissed women i n p i t v i l l a g e s as 

on 

happy homemakers who attended to t h e i r f a m i l i e s and households.^^ 

Nothing could be f u r t h e r from the t r u t h . I f we look at the 

s t a t i s t i c s below, i t seems t h a t very few women worked i n the 
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p u b l i c s e c t o r . 

Table 1.6 Women's Occupations (Willington) 

Number of Working Women % of Working 
Pop. of Women Married Widowed S i n g l e Women 

1841 127 4 3 26 26 
1911 2,847 26 33 287 12 
Source; Census 

I t i s extremely d i f f i c u l t to estimate how many women a c t u a l l y 

worked. The s t a t i s t i c s above represent women who had f u l l time 

employment, but there were many women who worked part-time. 

Cleaning, laundry, baby-minding, sewing, h a n d i c r a f t s , tutoring 

and s i m i l a r types of jobs were never o f f i c i a l l y recorded, because 

government s t a t i s t i c i a n s d id not consider these occupations true 

j o b s . According t o the 1911 census, twenty-six married women 

worked and we can assume t h a t a t l e a s t one of them had a c h i l d , 

y e t t h e re i s no record of any women employed as baby-minders. 

For many women with c h i l d r e n , a f u l l time job, although needed 

was impossible. Therefore these women had to f i n d jobs that they 

could do a t home or near t h e i r home for short periods of time per 

day. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t although women had branched 

i n t o c l e r i c a l employment by 1911, a l l the jobs l i s t e d i n the 

census were female dominated or, with one exception, acceptable 

women's occupations i n V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y . 

Table 1.7 Type of Women's Employment (Willington) 

Type of Employment Number of Women Occupied 
1841 domestics 17 

dressmakers 11 
teacher 1 
grocer 1 
p r o p r i e t o r b r i c k and t i l e works 1 
innkeeper 1 

1911 domestics 158 
dressmakers & seamstresses 44 
food & drink i n d u s t r i e s 41 
tea c h e r s 36 

33 



m i l l i n e r s 10 
drapers 15 
charwomen 8 
c l e r k s 6 
nurses/midwives 4 
t e x t i l e s manufacturing 2 
s t a t i o n e r 1 
laundry 1 
others 20 

Source: Census 

More r e s e a r c h needs to be done i n t h i s f i e l d to ac c u r a t e l y 

analyze women's c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the V i c t o r i a n economy. 

Wages and D i s c i p l i n e 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t pitmen r e c e i v e d a higher wage 

than t h e i r comrades i n manufacturing and a g r i c u l t u r e . Within the 

c o a l mining i n d u s t r y wages v a r i e d enormously. Deputies, for 

example, earned much more than labourers. Underground workers 

were g e n e r a l l y paid by piece, so t h a t each worker was encouraged 

to produce more to earn higher wages. Aboveground workers were 

paid according to the t a s k performed, and as a r e s u l t they earned 

a l o t l e s s than t h e i r co-workers underground. Unfortunately, 

l i t t l e has s u r v i v e d of S t r a k e r and Love's pays previous to 1914. 

Below i s an example of the d i f f e r e n c e s i n wages from various 

sources and a comparison of county mining wages i n example ( E ) . 

Table 1.8 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Wages 

A) 1863 F o r t n i g h t l y Pay 
hewer fo r 21 tubs (8 cwt, 2 qrs) 7s 8d 
hewer f o r out of broken (same weight) 6s 6d 
hand p u t t i n g per score I s 4d 

Source: Northern D a i l y Express 
B) 1872 C P i t 

Hewers net average earnings whole 7s l/4d per s h i f t 
" " broken 7s 7-l/4d 

Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 
C) 1873 C P i t 

Hand p u t t e r net average earnings 4s 9d per s h i f t 
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winding enginemen I I 5s 6d I t 

Banksmen 11 6s n 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 
D) 1886 Pay No. 2 (Low F i e l d S i n k i n g ) * 

J o i n e r s : Adamson I s lOd 
Cooper 5s 4d 

G. Graham £1 3s 7d 
G. Pears 3s 9d 

- G. Brown £1 3s 3d 
A. Snowdon 5s 8d 

Smiths: H a l l i d a y 3s 
Stephinson 3s 4d 

Labourers: Atkinson I s 7d 
B a i l e y I s 6d 

C a r t e r : One man 17s 9d 
Source: 1886 Notebook (DCRO) 
*Pay period — one f o r t n i g h t ? 

E) C o l l i e r ' s D a i l y Wages i n England 1871-1891 

Year Northum. Durham S t a f f s . Lanes. Yorks. S.Wales 
1871 5s 5d 4s lOd 4s 2d 4s 6d 5s 3s4d-4slld 
1886 5s 5d 4s 7d* 3s 4d 4s 9d 5s 2d 4s 7-l/2d 
1891 6s lOd' 6s' 6s 7s 6s 9d 6s 6d 
• f i g u r e f o r 1885 
• f i g u r e f o r 1890 
Source: Wages i n the UK i n the 19th Century, p.108 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y workmen r e c e i v e d t h e i r pay f o r t n i g h t l y 

u n t i l 1912, when i t was d i s t r i b u t e d weekly. A miner r a r e l y 

r e c e i v e d h i s gross wage. S t r a k e r and Love had a s e t of r u l e s and 

r e g u l a t i o n s which regulated one's working conduct at the p i t . 

F i n e s were imposed on miscreants of varying expense depending on 

the s e v e r i t y of the offense. Swearing, f i g h t i n g , drinking, 

n e g l e c t , disobedience or quota shortages were a l l punishable by 

f i n e s or even d i s m i s s a l . Viewers determined f i n e s up to 10s, 

a f t e r which a magistrate decided the case. A d r i v e r charged with 

c r u e l t y to a pony i n 1898 had to pay a 10s f i n e plus 18s court 

costs.2'' S t r a k e r and Love expected a l l workers to obey the r u l e s , 

and each person was provided with h i s own copy. Loss of the r u l e 

book was punishable by a f i n e . 
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Pitmen were unique from other workers because they had a 

c o n t r a c t with t h e i r employers. The bond, which o f f i c i a l l y ended 

i n 1872 r e q u i r e d men to s i g n a y e a r l y c o n t r a c t with S t r a k e r and 

Love. I n the bond, workers were bound to s e t wages and 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r a year. The f i r s t man to sig n the bond was 

u s u a l l y rewarded with a bonus. The bonus i n c e n t i v e encouraged 

r e l u c t a n t workers to s i g n , or make t h e i r mark. The Master and 

Servants Act which regulated the bond, was biased i n favour of 

the owners. I f the employer broke the c o n t r a c t , he was only 

l i a b l e t o pay a f i n e , but i f the employee d i d the same he was 

l i a b l e c r i m i n a l l y . T h i s a c t created much b i t t e r n e s s during 

s t r i k e s , when employers t r i e d to use the law to imprison 

suspected s t r i k e r i n g l e a d e r s . 

I t i s unknown when S t r a k e r and Love replaced the Bond with 

an Agreement. Unlike the bond, agreements did not bind workers 

f o r twelve months, but allowed both s i d e s to terminate the 

c o n t r a c t upon fourteen days' n o t i c e i n w r i t i n g * The 1863 Straker 

and Love agreement only allowed men to take time o f f work due to 

s i c k n e s s or an "unavoidable cause. "^^ Hewers had to do a f u l l 

day's work ( s i x to e i g h t hours) or pay a 2s6d f i n e . Putters and 

d r i v e r s had to work no l e s s than twelve hours. The company 

provided each hewer with a shovel, maul, wedge and s e t of tokens, 

f o r which he was accountable. P u t t e r s r e c e i v e d t h e i r tokens from 

S t r a k e r and Love as w e l l . Any tub up to a quarter cubic weight 

s h o r t of 8 cwt 2 qrs was f i n e d 3d; tubs below t h a t weight were 

c o n f i s c a t e d e n t i r e l y . The i n j u s t i c e of c o n f i s c a t e d tubs led to 

the 1863 Rocking S t r i k e . 

Wages s e t out i n the agreement were e s t a b l i s h e d l o c a l l y and 
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then county wide when the DMA and the DCOA e s t a b l i s h e d a J o i n t 

Committee to hear disputes and s e t wages. Trade unions agreed 

w i t h c o a l owners t h a t wages should be indexed to the s e l l i n g 

p r i c e of c o a l . An i n c r e a s e i n the p r i c e of c o a l meant higher 

wages; a decrease though meant wage reductions. The s l i d i n g s c a l e 

arrangement u s u a l l y f e l l apart when pitmen refused too d r a s t i c 

a r e d u c t i o n i n wages. A miners' minimum wage was not l e g i s l a t e d 

u n t i l 1912, a f t e r a b i t t e r n a t i o n a l s t r i k e . Part of the 

workmen's wages was a c o a l allowance and f r e e c o l l i e r y house. 

Not a l l workers were e n t i t l e d to these b e n e f i t s . Most married 

men a t the top end of the wage s c a l e r e c e i v e d a c o l l i e r y cottage 

(see Chapter 2 ) . 

S t r a k e r and Love did not operate the p i t s everyday, but 

often c l o s e d them during times of economic depression as 

explained a t the beginning of t h i s chapter. Mineworkers never 

knew i f the p i t would be i d l e or not, and to inform the men, 

S t r a k e r and Love e r e c t e d a s h i f t board i n the High S t r e e t . The 

board l i s t e d the s t a t e of a l l the p i t s and was changed d a i l y to 

keep the mineworkers up to date. Since wages were t i e d to the 

number of days worked, i d l e p i t s meant a l o s s i n family income. 

I f a depression l a s t e d too long, mineworkers moved on to another 

c o l l i e r y i n the hopes of earning a l i v i n g . 

The length of hours spent a t work d i f f e r e d , l i k e wages and 

c o l l i e r y b e n e f i t s , according to the type of worker. Surfacemen 

a g i t a t e d f o r an eigh t hour day, which would l e s s e n t h e i r work 

load. Most aboveground workers spent over ten hours a day at 

work. Durham miners, on the other hand, f e l t threatened by an 

e i g h t hour day, which they thought would r e s u l t i n a three s h i f t 
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c o l l i e r y with longer hewing hours. Brancepeth C o l l i e r y had two 

main s h i f t s — the f o r e s h i f t which descended a t 4am (putters, 

d r i v e r s , e t c . a t 6am) and the b a c k s h i f t which descended at 

9.30am. The f o r e s h i f t ascended a f t e r the b a c k s h i f t a r r i v e d to 

take t h e i r p l a c e , so work never stopped. The n i g h t s h i f t , which 

descended a t 4pm, comprised a small group of men and only two 

hewers. An e i g h t hour day meant t h a t hewers would have to work 

e i g h t hours, not i n c l u d i n g the time to descend and ascend the 

p i t . The DMA was s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t the E i g h t Hour B i l l , and as 

a r e s u l t r e f u s e d to j o i n the Miners Federation of Great B r i t a i n , 

which supported i t . (Hewers i n other counties had to work long 

hours a t the p i t face and were anxious to r e s t r i c t t h e i r t o t a l 

hours down the mine to only e i g h t ) . 

Table 1.9 Hours of Labour (bank to bank) 

Underground Workers 1890 1892 
hewers 7-1/2 7 
deputies 8 7-1/2 
wastemen, stonemen, s h i f t e r s 8 8 
waggonwaymen, o n s e t t e r s 11 10 
boys over 16 11 10 
boys under 16 10 10 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

Hours Worked f o r Hewers (bank to bank) 
County 1890 1906 
North and E a s t L a n c a s h i r e 9hrs 12min 9hrs lOmin 
West L a n c a s h i r e 9 18 9 39 
North Wales 8 54 9 6 
Yo r k s h i r e 8 48 8 29 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e 8 54 9 6 
Rest of Midlands 9 24 9 18 
Somerset and F o r e s t 8 30 8 32 
La n a r k s h i r e 9 18 8 34 
Source; Wages i n the Coal Industry. J.W.F. Rowe. p.160 

Mineworkers' Organizations 

I n Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ' s e a r l y y e a r s , trade unions had a 

hard time e s t a b l i s h i n g a foothold. Joseph Love abhorred unions, 

which he f e l t t r i e d to in t i m i d a t e owners to pay higher wages. 
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S t r a k e r and Love's work agreement made i t quite c l e a r t h at trade 

unionism was unwelcome a t t h e i r c o l l i e r i e s : 

Any man connecting himself with or advocating 
the p r i n c i p l e s of the miners' union, s h a l l be 
l i a b l e to be discharged without n o t i c e . ^ 

Love dismissed an I r i s h worker i n October 1863 when he was caught 

reading The Miners' Advocate. a union newspaper. When one 

hundred and twenty workmen attended a meeting held by William 

P a t t e r s o n of the Durham Miners' Mutual Confident A s s o c i a t i o n i n 

1870, s e v e r a l men r e c e i v e d n o t i c e the next day. 

Notice: A P i t , Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , October 19 To 
Mr Robert Grieveson 
I hereby give you no t i c e t h a t from t h i s 
date your s e r v i c e s w i l l not be required 
a t t h i s c o l l i e r y , f o r connecting y o u r s e l f 
with and f o r advocating the p r i n c i p l e s of 
the Miners' Union. William Smailes, Overman. ̂  

Despite Love's p e r s e c u t i o n of the unions, unionism did eventually 

come to Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . The 1863 Rocking S t r i k e was 

i n s t i g a t e d by the miners' union i n the face of Love's attempts 

a t e l i m i n a t i n g unions from h i s c o l l i e r i e s . 

The acceptance of trade unions as l e g i t i m a t e organizations 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the i n t e r e s t of the workers allowed the unions to 

become more overt i n Wi l l i n g t o n . No l e s s than f i v e unions were 

formed i n County Durham to represent c o l l i e r y workers, which 

i l l u s t r a t e s the fragmentation and i n s u l a r i t y of each group of 

workers. The Durham Miners' A s s o c i a t i o n (1869), which 

represented the m a j o r i t y of mineworkers, had two lodges at 

W i l l i n g t o n . Brancepeth Lodge No. 1 c o n s i s t e d of the sh a f t 

workers a t A and C p i t s ; Lodge No. 2 c o n s i s t e d of d r i f t workers 

a t B p i t and the d r i f t . I n 1872 membership i n each was 420 and 

380 res p e c t i v e l y . 2 5 The mechanics s p l i t from the DMA i n 1879 to 
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form the Durham C o l l i e r y Mechanics' A s s o c i a t i o n , which had a 

W i l l i n g t o n lodge. The Durham Cokemen, Labourers and Byeproduct 

Workers' A s s o c i a t i o n (1874) represented the v a s t majority of 

s u r f a c e workers. The cokemen's a s s o c i a t i o n overlapped i n 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n with the Durham County C o l l i e r y Enginemens', 

Boilerminders' andFiremens' A s s o c i a t i o n (1872). The Willington 

Lodge No. 29 had 58 members i n 1892?^ The Durham County 

Federation Board l i n k e d a l l these unions together int o one body, 

which made them more e f f e c t i v e a g a i n s t the DCOA. 

Trade unions provided the men with a s i c k , accident and 

b u r i a l fund, p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t wrongful d i s m i s s a l and a powerful 

body to lobby f o r advances i n wages and working conditions. The 

h i g h l i g h t of the Durham miners' union movement was the Durham 

Miners' Gala c e l e b r a t e d every J u l y from 1871. Thousands of 

miners poured i n t o Durham C i t y from every union i n the county to 

c e l e b r a t e trade unionism and i t s achievements. A parade with 

banners marked the opening of the f e s t i v i t i e s . Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y ' s banner depicted a court of a r b i t r a t i o n on the front 

w ith the words, "The a l l i e d Union causeth the death of the bond, 

and freedom i s sweet to a l l workmen." On the reverse was a 

p o r t r a i t of the labour leader, Alexander McDonald, with "Behold 

how p l e a s a n t i t i s f o r brethren to l i v e together i n love and 

u n i t y . " 

The importance of the miners' unions on the workmen should 

not be underestimated. Without the i n t e r v e n t i o n of the unions, 

many d i s p u t e s could have erupted i n t o s t r i k e s , r e s u l t i n g i n 

d i s m i s s a l s . Disputes occurred very i r r e g u l a r l y a t Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y . Minor disagreements often involved a change i n work 
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c o n d i t i o n s or a dispute among the men themselves. Union workers 

r e f u s e d to r i d e i n the same cage with non-union workers i n 1886. 

The manager, D. Gri e v e s , would not allow the unionmen to go down 

alone. The DMA intervened and s e t t l e d the dispute immediately. 

When p u t t e r s asked f o r a helper-up i n 1892 and received a 

negative r e p l y , they refused to work. The hewers promised not 

to punish them i f they went back to work, which they did. But 

i n 1911, when p u t t e r s disagreed about t h e i r p l a c e s of work, 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y o f f i c e f i n e d them each 3s6d f o r the work 

stoppage. Cokemen and boys were a l s o u n s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e i r 1913 

s t r i k e , which l a s t e d f o r eleven days. Fi n e s ranged from l i s to 

15s each. By f a r the most damaging disputes were s t r i k e s i n 

which the whole workforce stopped production. The 1863, 1879, 

1882, 1892, and 1912 s t r i k e s involved the e n t i r e S t r a k e r and Love 

labour f o r c e . 

I n d u s t r i a l Disputes 

1863 and 1882 S t r i k e s 

Both the 1863 and 1882 s t r i k e s o r i g i n a t e d from disputes at 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n then spread to the other 

S t r a k e r and Love c o l l i e r i e s , while other n o n - a f f i l i a t e d p i t s 

i nvolved themselves i n sympathy s t r i k e s . The 1863 Rocking S t r i k e 

erupted due to the u n f a i r n e s s of rocking tubs. I n 1855, Joseph 

Love gathered h i s men i n W i l l i n g t o n ' s New Connexion Chapel for 

a meeting. He o f f e r e d a bonus to the hewer who could send the 

f u l l e s t tubs to bank every f o r t n i g h t . The bonus scheme l a s t e d 

a s h o r t period of time, but Love s t i l l expected h i s men to send 
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f u l l tubs to bank. T h i s demand caused s e r i o u s problems. The 

seams of W i l l i n g t o n and Brancepeth C o l l i e r i e s were low and coal 

f e l l o f f the tubs when they were j o l t e d by low roofs. By the 

time the tubs reached the bank, the c o a l had s e t t l e d and the tub 

was no longer f u l l . To add to the hewers' f r u s t r a t i o n , banksmen, 

who judged the tubs, r e c e i v e d 6d per score on a l l confiscated 

tubs. Banksmen, being human, were a l l too eager to f i n d tubs 

under measure. Hewers, on the other hand, r e c e i v e d no wages for 

the c o a l s i t t i n g i n a c o n f i s c a t e d tub. The unfortunate hewer 

t h e r e f o r e had worked f r e e of charge. I f the tubs were o v e r f u l l , 

hewers r e c e i v e d no remuneration. I n order to save t h e i r wages, 

hewers rocked tubs to s e t t l e the c o a l before they s e t o f f to 

bank. The rocking of tubs c o s t the hewer i n l o s t wages, since 

he had to stop hewing. I n October 1863, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y and 

the other S t r a k e r and Love c o l l i e r i e s walked out i n protest. 

Love t e s t e d the l e g a l i t y of the s t r i k e by i s s u i n g warrants to 

s e v e r a l men a t Brandon C o l l i e r y . The case was thrown out of 

co u r t . 

The workmen di d not want higher wages but f a i r e r wages. They 

f e l t t h a t tubs should be weighed and hewers be paid by weight and 

not measure. The measure system meant t h a t hewers l o s t an 

average of nine tubs every f o r t n i g h t (each tub weighed 8 cwt 2 

qrs) . T h i s Rocking S t r i k e was the f i r s t miners' s t r i k e defended 

by the media. The f e r o c i o u s a t t a c k on the inhumanity and 

i n j u s t i c e of S t r a k e r and Love's t a c t i c s , put the company on the 

def e n s i v e , Joseph Love, Robinson Ferens, and W.O. Wood (viewer, 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ) wrote to the newspapers defending t h e i r 

a c t i o n s . Love and Ferens maintained t h a t the proceeds from 
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c o n f i s c a t e d tubs went to the c o l l i e r y a c cident fund (smart money) 

and c o l l i e r y s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ' s f e e s . Workers, therefore, 

b e n e f i t t e d g r e a t l y from the measure system. Local newspapers 

were c y n i c a l of t h i s supposed a l t r u i s m . I t was discovered that 

c o n f i s c a t e d tubs d i d not appear on the company's records, but 

went to pay Lord Boyne's r e n t . Rev F.W. Ruxton, as mentioned 

above, disagreed t h a t everyone b e n e f i t t e d from the c o l l i e r y fund. 

Love was b i t t e r l y determined not to have union men employed 

a t h i s c o l l i e r i e s . He generously agreed to forgive the men i f 

they abandoned the p r i n c i p l e of combination, but no one accepted 

h i s o f f e r . He then began to e v i c t workmen at Brandon, Oakenshaw, 

Sunnybrow and f i n a l l y W i l l i n g t o n . E v i c t i o n s occurred i n 

November, causing great hardship f o r f a m i l i e s with nowhere to go. 

F u r n i t u r e and household belongings r e s t e d i n f i e l d s open to the 

elements. Love used h i s i n f l u e n c e among Wi l l i n g t o n tradesmen to 

stop them from extending c r e d i t to the s t r i k e r s . Publicans were 

encouraged not to house s t r i k e r s . Without money and s h e l t e r , men 

s t a r t e d d r i f t i n g back to work. Cokeburners, who were s t r i k i n g 

a t the same time f o r an end to the subcontracting system Straker 

and Love employed a t the coke works, f e l t neglected by the pub l i c 

and the miners. A l a r g e group of I r i s h cokemen emigrated to the 

United S t a t e s . 

Although the miners presented a good front, with mass 

meetings and p o l i t i c a l speeches, they were not strong enough to 

l a s t long. The i n c r e a s i n g d i s t r e s s i n the neighbourhood forced 

men g r a d u a l l y back to work. Love brought i n blac k l e g s from 

Cumberland and many s t r i k e r s found t h e i r jobs already f i l l e d . 

I n March 1864 amidst growing s t a r v a t i o n and near eminent 
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r u i n a t i o n of the Miners Union of Great B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d , the 

s t r i k e ended. The p r a c t i c e of measuring minerals was abolished 

by Parliament i n 1873. 

The 1882 s t r i k e s t a r t e d a t Brancepeth A P i t when four men 

were d r a f t e d to work i n the J e t seam. The J e t had l a i n i d l e 

s i n c e 1874, and the owners wanted to pay the men 1874 score 

p r i c e s f o r hewing. The men refused to work a t those p r i c e s and 

the r e s t of the S t r a k e r and Love c o l l i e r i e s walked out i n 

sympathy. S t r a k e r and Love served summonses on the men for 

l e a v i n g work without g i v i n g proper n o t i c e . Before the s t r i k e 

developed i n t o a prolonged b a t t l e , the DMA began a r b i t r a t i o n with 

the owners and reached a compromise. L i k e the 1863 s t r i k e , 

S t r a k e r and Love employees supported one another when part of the 

workforce s u f f e r e d grave i n j u s t i c e . 

1879, 1892 and 1912 S t r i k e s 

These three s t r i k e s a f f e c t e d the whole of County Durham. 

Owners locked out the men i n 1879, when they t r i e d to negotiate 

the DCOA's proposal to cut underground wages 20% and aboveground 

wages 12-1/2%. A f t e r s i x weeks both p a r t i e s reached a 

compromise. The 1892 s t r i k e l a s t e d twelve weeks and was a source 

of g r e a t hardship f o r the men. O f f i c i a l s kept necessary 

machinery operating a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , but Willington 

C o l l i e r y shut down completely. L e f t unattended, the l a t t e r 

flooded and S t r a k e r and Love cut i t s work strength there 

d r a s t i c a l l y . Brancepeth Gas Works, the main source of l i g h t i n g 

f o r W i l l i n g t o n and Oakenshaw stayed i n operation, although the 

gas supply was cut o f f from s t r i k e r s ' houses. P o l i c e barricaded 
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the c o l l i e r i e s to p r o t e c t them from vandalism and sabotage. Coal 

d e l i v e r i e s to s t r i k i n g workers h a l t e d . C o l l i e r y a s h p i t s 

overflowed as no one dared c o l l e c t r e f u s e , f o r i t was a union 

job. The S a l v a t i o n Army, churches and schools s e t up soup 

k i t c h e n s and r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s to feed and amuse the men 

on s t r i k e . A.W. E l l i o t t , grocer, draper and c o u n c i l l o r , 

continued to accept c r e d i t from the miners during the s t r i k e , 

u n l i k e h i s counterparts t h i r t y years e a r l i e r . The s t r i k e was 

f i n a l l y ended by the Bishop of Durham. The 1912 National S t r i k e , 

begun t o e s t a b l i s h a minimum wage f o r mineworkers, created as 

much hardship as r e s i d e n t s f e l t i n 1892. A f t e r f i v e and a h a l f 

weeks. Parliament promptly ended the s t r i k e by l e g i s l a t i n g The 

Miners (Minimum Wage) Act (1912). 

THE COKE INDUSTRY 

The Northern Coal Mining Company abandoned Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y when i t s operation c o s t s made i t unworkable. I t was 

Joseph Love who r e a l i z e d the p o t e n t i a l of the c o a l f o r coking 

purposes. He converted the mine to a coking c o l l i e r y a f t e r 

m i n e r a l i s t s i n London made t e s t s to confirm h i s s u s p i c i o n s of i t s 

q u a l i t y . Almost a l l of the c o l l i e r y ' s c o a l was converted to 

coke. Brancepeth coke was high i n q u a l i t y and much i n demand. 

The i n c r e a s e i n coke ovens from 420 i n 1852 to 1700 i n 1894 

r e f l e c t s the in c r e a s e d demand f o r coke?''' The coking c o l l i e r i e s 

board of the DCOA c o n t r o l l e d coke production. S t r a k e r and Love's 

viewer, R.L. Weeks, attended the board meetings and c a s t the 

c o l l i e r y ' s s i x votes on behalf of the company. 
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Table 1 .10 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Coke Manufactured 1872- 1913 

1872 198,100 1889 233,041 1902 202, 006 
1873 162,988 1890 176,003 1903 194, 254 
1874 152,334 1891 189,900 1904 171, 749 
1875 160,687 1892 149,323 1905 208, 737 

1893 175,623 1906 195, 869 
1877 111,486 1894 201,500 1907 186, 320 
1878 86,425 1895 198,497 1908 138, 119 

1896 211,688 1909 137, 034 
1884 236,446 1897 226,107 1910 146, 943 
1885 219,387 1898 231,437 1911 214, 862 

1899 230,187 1912 248, 046 
1887 68,174 1900 218,310 1913 286, 107 
1888 239,495 1901 194,622 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

Coke i s manufactured by heating small c o a l s , f i n e l y ground 

(known as s l a c k ) and washed i n a washery, i n an a i r t i g h t chamber 

or oven. The most popular type of ovens used i n the industry 

were beehive ovens, so c a l l e d because of t h e i r shape. Brancepeth 

Coke Works only used ten and eleven foot beehive ovens, u n t i l 

1907 when S t r a k e r and Love introduced semet solvay ovens to 

recover t a r and ammonium sulphate from the coking process. In 

1907 the company signed a c o n t r a c t f o r the e r e c t i o n of 120 of 

these new ovens and a new byeproducts recovery p l a n t . Straker 

and Love wanted the ovens to coke 6,000 tons of s l a c k per week. 

The company used gases from the ovens to produce steam for 

working c o l l i e r y machinery. 

Table 1.11 Number of Coke Ovens a t Work 

Beehive Ovens 
1884 766 1894 580 1904 586 
1885 765 1895 715 1905 630 

1896 638 1906 611 
1887 782 1897 723 1907 498 
1888 781 1898 731 1908 399 
1889 710 1899 731 1909 402 
1890 619 1900 617 1910 235 
1891 642 1901 677 1911 144 
1892 642 1902 650 1912 170 
1893 588 1903 562 1913 214 
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Semet Solvay Ovens 
1910 60 1912 120 
1911 120 1913 120 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

Brancepeth Coke Works employed roughly two hundred men, most 

of whom were I r i s h . I t i s d i f f i c u l t to get an accurate estimate 

of the exact numbers, s i n c e a la r g e number of workers were boys 

and l a b o u r e r s , who were not recorded as coke workers. The 1911 

census i n d i c a t e s t h a t 178 cokeburners l i v e d a t Willi n g t o n yet the 

1911 DCOA f i g u r e f o r Brancepeth coke workers t h a t year i s 199. 

Coke workers i n a l l accounted f o r only roughly ten percent of the 

e n t i r e c o l l i e r y workforce (see Figure 1.5). 

S t r a k e r and Love subcontracted coke production to a t h i r d 

(unknown) party. The subcontractor r e c e i v e d a f i x e d p r i c e per 

ton on manufactured coke. I t was ther e f o r e i n the 

subcontractor's i n t e r e s t to manufacture coke and obtain labour 

as cheaply as p o s s i b l e . I n 1863, S t r a k e r and Love cokeburners 

went on s t r i k e to p r o t e s t t h i s system a t the same time hewers 

walked out i n defiance over the rocking tubs system. The coke 

workers r e c e i v e d no p u b l i c support f o r t h e i r s t r i k e (the hewers 

r e c e i v e d i t because of the p u b l i c i t y ) and were forced back to 

work. No f u r t h e r evidence e x i s t s of the subcontracting system 

and whether i t was abolished before 1914. 

Cokeburners were e n t i t l e d to c o l l i e r y cottages and coals , 

but other cokeyard workers only r e c e i v e d a coal allowance. 

1.12 1896 Housing Allotments 

Employment married s i n g l e house no house 
Cokeburner 7 7 
Coke f i l l e r 20 15 35 
Cokeyard l a b s . 1 1 2 
Coke Drawers 63 8 71 
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TOTAL HOUSING 7 108 
Source; NCB S t a t i s t i c s 
By observing the above housing allotment i n 1896, we can see that 

of a t o t a l of one hundred and f i f t e e n coke workers, only seven 

r e c e i v e d a cottage as par t of t h e i r wage. Therefore, we can 

conclude t h a t the ma j o r i t y of coke workers l i v e d i n lodgings or 

p r i v a t e accommodation. 

BRICK AND T I L E INDUSTRY 

Both W i l l i n g t o n and Brancepeth c o l l i e r i e s had lar g e b r i c k 

and t i l e works. Brancepeth B r i c k Works manufactured f i r e b r i c k , 

drainage pipe, and gamster b r i c k out of blue c l a y or f i r e c l a y 

r e t r i e v e d from the p i t . The majority of the c l a y used came from 

Brancepeth C P i t , although small q u a n t i t i e s were found i n A P i t 

and the D r i f t . 

Very l i t t l e has been documented about Willington's b r i c k 

i n d u s t r y . A small p r i v a t e b r i c k and t i l e works located j u s t 

o u t s i d e the v i l l a g e a t T i l e Sheds e x i s t e d concurrently to the 

c o l l i e r y ' s works, but no information about i t s operations and 

ownership e x i s t s i n any great d e t a i l . Even on a na t i o n a l l e v e l , 

t h e r e i s ha r d l y any evidence of the b r i c k and t i l e trade 

recorded. I n 1858, Hunt made an e f f o r t to compile national 

s t a t i s t i c s f o r t h i s industry, which was r e a l l y a byeproduct of 

c o a l mining. I n 1858, Durham and Northumberland produced roughly 

96 m i l l i o n tons of b r i c k , t i l e s and pipes from c l a y 

manufacturing.28 T h i s f i g u r e represented twenty-six percent of 

Great B r i t a i n ' s t o t a l output of over 2,000 m i l l i o n tons that 

year. The manufactured products were then shipped to market from 

Middlesborough. Unfortunately, Hunt did not record c l a y 
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manufacturing a f t e r h i s 1858 report. Production f i g u r e s of c l a y 

from Brancepeth C o l l i e r y were recorded from 1872. 

Table 1.13 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Clay Production ( i n tons) 

1872 20,000 1885 13,049 1901 7,283 
1873 26,500 1886 13,743 1902 23,259 
1874 20,000 1887 6,824 1903 27,774 
1875 14,709 1904 17,481 

1892 5,166 1905 11,442 
1877 13,635 1893 7,487 1906 13,294 
1878 10,102 1894 8,604 1907 14,322 
1879 7,378 1895 4,384 1908 22,877 
1880 17,510 1896 7,403 1909 18,936 
1881 8,443 1897 21,003 1910 11,273 
1882 12,664 1898 11,315 1911 14,525 
1883 10,294 1899 11,716 1912 13,931 
1884 14,554 1900 8,909 1913 14,302 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

The v a r i a n c e s i n c l a y production probably was dependent on 

two f a c t o r s — the amount of c l a y found i n the mine and the s t a t e 

of the economy. Clay products could only be manufactured i f c l a y 

was a v a i l a b l e and the p i t was working. F l u c t u a t i o n s i n the c l a y 

products market, as i n the c o a l and coke markets, d i r e c t l y 

a f f e c t e d c l a y manufacturing. I n 1886, the b r i c k and pipe trade 

s u f f e r e d a depression. W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y B r i c k Works shut down 

completely f o r s i x months. When trade revived, the great demand 

f o r c l a y products cre a t e d a boom a t Brancepeth B r i c k Works. The 

works had to employ more men, i n a d d i t i o n to working day and 

nig h t . 

As an in d u s t r y , the b r i c k works employed only a handful of 

men. The l a r g e s t number of employees recorded a t the works i s 

f i f t y - t h r e e i n 1884. Below i s a t a b l e i l l u s t r a t i n g the s i z e of 

the workforce. 

Table 1.14 Brancepeth B r i c k Works Employees 

1884 53 (12 boys) 1905 21 1910 17 
1885 26 (7 boys) 1906 22 1911 32 

1907 34 1912 25 
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1892 12 (4 boys) 1908 34 1913 27 
1904 30 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 
Despite t h e i r small numbers, b r i c k and t i l e makers were very 

a c t i v e i n the trade union movement. I n 1876, William Vickers, 

foreman, held a meeting a t Brancepeth B r i c k Works with the men 

to d i s c u s s s e c u r i n g a p o s i t i o n i n the Durham Miners' A s s o c i a t i o n 

and to encourage the men to j o i n . 

B r i c k and t i l e makers were not e n t i t l e d to c o l l i e r y 

cottages, but d i d r e c e i v e a c o a l allowance i n 1873. I t i s not 

c l e a r i n the 1896 housing allotment t a b l e (2.3), whether that 

r u l e continued or not. Workers were paid by the piece per day, 

depending on the t a s k performed. The only s u r v i v i n g b r i c k and 

t i l e workers' wages t h a t I have uncovered are as follows: 

Table 1.15 F i r e Clay Goods Workmen's Wages 1873 

D e s c r i p t i o n of Labour Wage ( f o r P l a t e ) 

m i l l f e e d e r 4s l i d per day 
moulding b r i c k s 3s 3-l/4d per 1,000 
moulding lumps I s l/2d per ton 
boys c a r r y i n g b r i c k s I s 3-l/2d per day 
f i r i n g k i l n s (burning b r i c k s ) 5s I d per day 
tramming p i g c l a y 5s 2d per day 
s e t t l i n g and drawing k i l n s : b r i c k s 2s 10-l/2d per 1,000 

lumps I s l - l / 2 d per ton 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

The d i f f e r e n c e i n wages i s quite astounding. Wages v a r i e d from 

I s 3-l/2d to 5s2d per day alone. I t i s unclear how many tons of 

lumps or thousands of b r i c k s one worker produced on average per 

day. The l a c k of information about the b r i c k and t i l e works i s 

due to the f a c t t h a t the industry was a minor byeproduct of a 

more important c o a l i n d u s t r y . B r i c k , t i l e and pipe manufacturing 

was simply a way to make p r o f i t out of c o l l i e r y waste. 
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GAS INDUSTRY 
V i r t u a l l y no evidence remains of Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Gas 

Works, y e t i t supplied W i l l i n g t o n and Oakenshaw with i t s main 

source of l i g h t i n g . Brancepeth c o a l had a high y i e l d of gas and 

was e x c e l l e n t f o r producing l i g h t . S t r a k e r and Love had a 

c o n t r a c t with W i l l i n g t o n l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s to supply the v i l l a g e 

with s t r e e t l i g h t i n g from 1865. A new gas works was erected i n 

1881 and provided the v i l l a g e with a good source of l i g h t . 

During s t r i k e s , S t r a k e r and Love cut o f f the gas supply from 

c o l l i e r y cottages. Unfortunately, I have not found a s i n g l e 

r e f e r e n c e to the men who worked there or t h e i r union, except that 

c o l l i e r y o f f i c i a l s took over t h e i r jobs during the 1892 s t r i k e 

to keep non-unionized W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s supplied with l i g h t . 

THE RAILWAY 
I n order to s e l l t h e i r products, S t r a k e r and Love needed a 

r a i l w a y l i n e to connect t h e i r c o l l i e r i e s to the e a s t coast for 

shipping. I n 1823, the Tees and Weardale Railway proposed to 

b u i l d a l i n e to connect the south west c o a l f i e l d with the r i v e r 

Tees.29 The twenty-six mile l i n e was to s t a r t a t Willington, run 

eastward to Sunderland Bridge and then south to Billingham Reach, 

four m i l e s south of Stockton. Unfortunately, the b i l l was 

defeated i n 1825. The Stockton and Darlington Railway opposed 

the b i l l because the l i n e c o n f l i c t e d with t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 

W i l l i a m R u s s e l l of Brancepeth C a s t l e , as a l o r d i n the upper 

house, supported the Tees and Weardale B i l l i n 1824, but changed 

h i s mind, f o r whatever reason, i n 1825. 

When the Northern Coal Mining Company discovered c o a l , i t 

51 



1 904. 
kartt/S4»t»* 

ft/A'**** R E F E R E N C E S , 

NORTH B A S T E R N PASSENQKR L I N E S SHOWM T H U I 

0 0 0 0 1 

RUNNING POWEftS 

O T H E R RAILWAYS 

NORTH E A S T E R N JOINT LtNEB 

PROPOSED LtNEG 

PJ«M«| 

OANLISl-l 

SurahlU Jt 

WIDOLITON 

M«iyAi>ol 

«««TO»i 

TBIA1 

CAMfAl 

NORTHALLERTON 
•CAaioaouan 

S C A L E . Ott«'<*«lB 

20 K I L t S 

E R B U R N 

SHERBURN PLAN OF 
C L A R E N C E RAILWAY 

A S A U T H O R I S E D IN 1828 AND A M E N D E D IN 1829 

LfiHAOPORTH SHIklC 

CONSTRUCTKD 
OBVIATKO OR NOT CONSTRUCTED 

fUVJCEPET 

LOWQUAHRINprrfN PARTIALLY CONSTRUCTED 

ILUNGTON 

^ SCALE OF^STATUTF MILES 

B Y E R S C & R E E N BR 

F E R R Y H I L L 
W I T T O N P A R K 

OLEHAM 
KIRK 

MERRINQTO MAINSFORTH 
ILTON 

INOa ISHOP 
CKLA 

.8EDQEF1ELD W I N 0 L E 8 T 0 

• • i . fVOODH* VVESY AUC 

.QHINDON 

S T U R 

HOtlOHTON 

INQHAM 
. CARLTON y. 

M I D O L E S B R O 

S T O C K T O N 

I S A M P H I R E B A T T S 
B E A C O N 

Source: W.M. Tomllnson, The N o r t h Eastern Railway: I t s 
Rise and Development. 

51a 



The York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway 

!3 

k 

u 
10 

Source: 
"Durham C h r o n i c l e " 
June K, 1852 



was faced with the dilemma of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The Clarence 

Railway had shown an i n t e r e s t i n the W i l l i n g t o n area i n 1825, but 

Wi l l i a m R u s s e l l blocked t h e i r engineers from surveying h i s 

e s t a t e . The Railway t h e r e f o r e b u i l t a branch l i n e to Byers 

Green, s i t u a t e d on the opposite s i d e of the r i v e r Wear (see map) . 

Therefore, i t seemed l o g i c a l to c o n s t r u c t a l i n e from Willington 

to Byers Green, so t h a t the Northern Coal Mining Company could 

t r a n s p o r t c o a l to the coast f o r shipping. The West Durham 

Railway (1839) b u i l t a l i n e from W i l l i n g t o n to the Byers Green 

branch of the Clarence Railway. I n order to do t h i s , the company 

had to b u i l d a bridge over the Wear. Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

probably was connected to the West Durham l i n e by a p r i v a t e l i n e 

b u i l t by the c o l l i e r y owners. 

The Northern Coal Mining Company, which was the major 

shareholder i n the West Durham Railway, c o l l a p s e d i n 1848. The 

York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway managed to secure i t s shares 

and became the d i r e c t o r s of the l i n e . I n 1852, the York, 

Newcastle and Berwick Railway proposed a Bishop Auckland Branch, 

to l i n k up Hunwick, Newfield, Willi n g t o n , Brancepeth and Brandon 

c o l l i e r i e s to Durham, where the branch would j o i n the main l i n e 

north. The branch opened i n 1857 (see map). Brancepeth coal and 

coke ran from the c o l l i e r y down to W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n , where i t 

j o i n e d the branch and then main l i n e to be shipped out at West 

Ha r t l e p o o l . I n 1854, the York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway 

merged with the York and North Midland Railway and the Leeds 

Northern Railway to form the North E a s t e r n Railway (NER). 

W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n c o n s i s t e d of a stationmaster's house, 

booking o f f i c e , general wa i t i n g room and a small waiting room for 
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f i r s t c l a s s passengers. As more people used r a i l t r a nsportation, 

W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n became very crowded, e s p e c i a l l y on pay 

Saturdays. By 1866, the s t a t i o n was already inadequate to 

s e r v i c e the growing demand. The e r e c t i o n of the s t a t i o n brought 

W i l l i n g t o n c l o s e r to the outside world. Mail and p a r c e l s 

r e g u l a r l y a r r i v e d everyday and the cheapness of t r a i n t i c k e t s 

meant t h a t ordinary working c l a s s people could a f f o r d to t r a v e l 

to Durham or Bishop Auckland, the main shopping and l e i s u r e 

c e n t r e s . E x c u r s i o n s to the coast became more popular. For large 

events, the NER put on s p e c i a l t r a i n s f o r passenger convenience. 

S p e c i a l cheap t i c k e t s and t r a i n s meant t h a t spectators could 

v i s i t events l i k e the Durham Miners' Gala and Durham Races more 

e a s i l y . For the W i l l i n g t o n Choral S o c i e t y concerts, the NER 

o f f e r e d the audience s p e c i a l l a t e t r a i n s back home. Crook 

r e s i d e n t s , not connected to W i l l i n g t o n by r a i l , caught a 

connecting omnibus s e r v i c e l i n k e d to the a r r i v a l of t r a i n s from 

Durham. 

Despite the heavy t r a f f i c of passengers and f r e i g h t through 

the s t a t i o n (10,152 passengers, 13,360 p a r c e l s and 58,000 tons 

of goods d e l i v e r e d i n 1903 a l o n e ) , W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n r e a l l y owed 

i t s e x i s t e n c e to Brancepeth and W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r i e s . 3 0 The 

r a i l w a y was extremely important to S t r a k e r and Love's operations. 

The 1863 Rocking S t r i k e threatened the company's c o n t r a c t s with 

the NER, when they could not d e l i v e r t h e i r products due to 

i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n . I t i s hardly s u r p r i s i n g , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t John 

S t r a k e r became a d i r e c t o r of the NER i n 1881. His p o s i t i o n on 

the board ensured S t r a k e r and Love t h a t a l l t h e i r i n t e r e s t s would 

be met, and even furthered. The f a c t t h a t John Str a k e r was 
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e l e c t e d by NER executives i m p l i e s t h a t he was w e l l acquainted 

with the NER itianageinent p e r s o n a l l y . Such a b l a t a n t c o n f l i c t of 

i n t e r e s t , however, was not unusual i n V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n . 

The r a i l w a y had i t s own d i s t i n c t brand of occupational 

hazards. Many workers were k i l l e d by waggons a t the c o l l i e r y . 

Because of the constant presence of t r a i n s , workers mistakenly 

walked i n f r o n t of running t r a i n s or t r i e d to dash across the 

r a i l w a y l i n e u n s u c c e s s f u l l y . A s l i p or a moment's i n a t t e n t i o n 

caused many men and boys s e r i o u s i n j u r y or death. The general 

p u b l i c a l s o r i s k e d t h e i r l i v e s by making s h o r t c u t s across a c t i v e 

r a i l w a y l i n e s . 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s only r a i l w a y d i s a s t e r happened on October 23, 

1869 a t Hunwick S t a t i o n . Workmen were shunting waggons at 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , when twelve waggons ran w i l d . The waggons, 

running downhill, gathered speed through Willington S t a t i o n . 

Unfortunately, the waggons were running head on into a passenger 

r a i n from Bishop Auckland. William Dixon, stationmaster, was 

unable to contact Hunwick, the next s t a t i o n , by telegraph. He 

and s e v e r a l pitmen on t h e i r way home from work (c. 6. 30pm) ran to 

Hunwick, where to t h e i r horror, the waggons h i t the passenger 

t r a i n , unloading people on the platform. The engineman and 

st o k e r died i n s t a n t l y , while s e v e r a l passengers s u f f e r e d i n t e r n a l 

i n j u r i e s and severed limbs. Those with severe i n j u r i e s were 

dispatched to Durham County H o s p i t a l . The Deputy-Coroner f e l t 

t h a t the ac c i d e n t was a r e s u l t of "gross negligence."31 Men 

working a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y were too young and inexperienced 

to be handling r a i l c a r s . Although the acc i d e n t was a d i r e c t 

r e s u l t of negligence a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , S t r a k e r and Love 
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were not l i a b l e f o r any damages. The NER was forced to defend 

i t s e l f i n court from a c i v i l s u i t and l o s t . 

The railwaymen a t W i l l i n g t o n were divided into two groups. 

A l a r g e m a j o r i t y of railwaymen worked for S t r a k e r and Love. 

These men included signalmen, firemen, enginemen, linemen and 

l a b o u r e r s . The Durham County C o l l i e r y Enginemens', 

Boilerminders' and Firemens' A s s o c i a t i o n and the Durham C o l l i e r y 

Mechanics' A s s o c i a t i o n represented these men. Both unions found 

i t d i f f i c u l t to u n i t e , because they f e l t ( l i k e other miners' 

unions) t h a t i t was i n the b e t t e r i n t e r e s t of t h e i r members to 
32 

remain a separate body.-^ C o l l i e r y railwaymen therefore had to 

follow S t r a k e r and Love's r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s which applied to 

a l l t h e i r other workmen. 

Another group of railwaymen were the s t a t i o n o f f i c i a l s , 

c l e r k s and other workers a t W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n employed by the 

North E a s t e r n Railway Company. L i k e c o l l i e r y workmen, NER 

employees were l i a b l e to f i n e s and deductions from t h e i r wages 

f o r v i o l a t i o n of the company's r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s . Fines were 

l e v i e d f o r negligence, running at too high a speed, r e f u s i n g to 

s t a r t , l o i t e r i n g on the road, and being asleep on the job. The 

amount of money c o l l e c t e d i n f i n e s went to support i n j u r e d and 

s i c k workers and r a i l w a y widows and orphans. The NER railwaymen 

were p a r t of the Amalgamated So c i e t y of Railway Servants, 

W i l l i n g t o n Branch. T h i s union was t o t a l l y separate from any 

miners' union i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t the NER men were e n t i r e l y 

dependent on c o l l i e r y production. The NER's major i n d u s t r i a l 

d i s p u t e s occurred i n 1867, 1874, 1889, 1910 and 1911. Most 

s t r i k e s involved the i s s u e of wages and hours. The 1889 s t r i k e 
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was s e t t l e d by a r b i t r a t i o n f o r the f i r s t time. Along with t h e i r 

own d i s p u t e s , NER workers were deeply a f f e c t e d by the miners' 

s t r i k e s . The revenue the NER l o s t i n c o a l f r e i g h t was passed 

down to the NER workers i n wage cuts and employment terminations. 

SERVICE INDUSTRIES 

Most r e s i d e n t s i n W i l l i n g t o n r e l i e d d i r e c t l y on Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y f o r employment. A growing minority of r e s i d e n t s 

s e r v i c e d the c o l l i e r y workforce. Some small trades depended on 

S t r a k e r and Love c o n t r a c t s f o r t h e i r business. Thomas Longstaff, 

s a d d l e r , harness maker and ironmonger signed a c o n t r a c t to r e p a i r 

c o l l i e r y saddlery, c a r t s , waggons, and p i t harnesses, and to 

provide the company with f r e s h horses f o r a year. Straker and 

Love paid Longstaff monthly for h i s s e r v i c e s . Longstaff i s only 

one example of s e v e r a l entrepreneurs who had l a r g e c o n t r a c t s with 

S t r a k e r and Love. I n prosperous times, a l l p a r t i e s benefitted 

from the c o n t r a c t s . T h i s dependence of S t r a k e r and Love made 

bu s i n e s s e s v u l n e r a b l e to the d i r e c t i v e s of the company. During 

the Rocking S t r i k e many shopkeepers refused to give s t r i k e r s 

c r e d i t on the express wish of Joseph Love. I t i s obvious that 

W i l l i n g t o n shopkeepers feared the a u t h o r i t y of S t r a k e r and Love. 

Love c o n t r o l l e d shops as d i v e r s e as p a i n t i n g and glazing, 

g r o c e r i e s and boot and shoe-making .33 By manipulating the 

tradesmen. Love s u c c e s s f u l l y prevented the Wesleyans and 

P r i m i t i v e Methodists from f i n d i n g a p l a c e of worship i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . The f l e d g l i n g congregations had to worship i n 

p r i v a t e houses, unconnected with the c o l l i e r y . 

As the population grew, so did the number of tradesmen and 
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p r o f e s s i o n a l s . Between 1858 and 1914, the number of people i n 

trade grew from 54 to 1303-^ By 1914, W i l l i n g t o n had shops of a l l 

d e s c r i p t i o n s , a f r i e d f i s h s t o r e , a p i c t u r e house, s e v e r a l banks, 

insurance agents, surgeons and a d e n t i s t . The number of farmers 

remained f a i r l y s t a t i c . S t r a k e r and Love owned Burn Farm and 

h i r e d a b a i l i f f to administer i t f o r them. 

W i l l i n g t o n women demanded economical and f a i r p r i c i n g . The 

W i l l i n g t o n market was so s u c c e s s f u l t h a t i t undercut the 

shopkeepers. Angered by the l o s s i n business, shopkeepers forced 

the market away from the main shopping area. Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

women banded together i n 1889 to p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the high p r i c e 

of milk. They even sent a deputation to Joseph H. St r a k e r to ask 

the owners to buy cows i n order to supply workers with cheap 

milk. The expense of meat l e d to the "Dear Meat" demonstrations 

throughout Durham i n 1872. W i l l i n g t o n and Sunnybrow women held 

a demonstration a t W i l l i n g t o n B a t t s , condemning the high p r i c e 

of butcher's meat. The women demanded a co-operative butcher's. 

Joseph Love blocked any move by the men to s t a r t a co-operative 

i n the 1860s.-^-^ He dismissed any men even t a l k i n g about 

co - o p e r a t i v e s . 

Stymied i n t h e i r e f f o r t s to have a st o r e i n Willington, 

s e v e r a l people j o i n e d co-operatives i n nearby Crook and Bishop 

Auckland. The Bishop Auckland I n d u s t r i a l Co-operative Flour and 

P r o v i s i o n S o c i e t y Limited f a i l e d to e s t a b l i s h a Willingt o n branch 

i n 1866. The s o c i e t y was s t i l l t r y i n g to organize a branch, when 

the Crook and Neighbourhood Co-operative Corn M i l l , Flour and 

P r o v i s i o n S o c i e t y Limited decided to s e t up i t s own branch. Both 

s o c i e t i e s were then f r u s t r a t e d when l o c a l r e s i d e n t s i n 1872 set 
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up the W i l l i n g t o n and D i s t r i c t Co-operative and I n d u s t r i a l 

S o c i e t y Limited (the Crook s o c i e t y e s t a b l i s h e d a Willington 

branch i n 1906, so t h a t W i l l i n g t o n then boasted two co-operative 

s t o r e s ) . The W i l l i n g t o n Co-operative was extremely popular. By 

1899, i t had 1,012 members and had outgrown i t s premises. The 

dividend f o r each member t h a t year was 3s4d on the £ for general 

purchases and BslOd f o r butchers' purchases?^ Besides Willington, 

the co-operative served the v i l l a g e s of Sunnybrow, Hunwick, 

Bowden Close, Oakenshaw, Page Bank, Brancepeth, Newfield, 

T o d h i l l s and Byers Green. By the turn of the century, 

co-operatives d i v e r s i f i e d i n t o mortgages. The Willington 

Co-operative financed the c o n s t r u c t i o n of f o r t y houses i n 1903. 
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CHAPTER TWO: HEALTH AND WELFARE 

B r i t a i n ' s r a p i d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n the nineteenth century 

c r e a t e d havoc with the e x i s t i n g h e a l t h and welfare programs 

a l r e a d y i n p l a c e . The l a c k of strong l o c a l government, 

s u f f i c i e n t f o r small a g r i c u l t u r a l communities, was inadequate and 

powerless to t a c k l e the new problems mostly urban i n nature, that 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n posed. The c r e a t i o n of strong l o c a l or 

municipal governments was not a conscious e f f o r t to form 

e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l u n i t s , but was a byeproduct of a new health 

system intended to e l i m i n a t e the growing and alarming i n c i d e n t s 

of d i s e a s e and i t s abettor — poor s a n i t a t i o n . 

I t i s i r o n i c t h a t the improvements i n the h e a l t h system of 

B r i t a i n ' s i n h a b i t a n t s were not i n s t i g a t e d by those i n the poorer 

c l a s s e s who were worst a f f e c t e d but by the gentlemen and women 

of London, e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r the Great S t i n k of 1858. Assaulted 

by f o u l odours and threatened by the p o s s i b i l i t y of catching 

contaminable d i s e a s e s Parliament began to introduce l e g i s l a t i o n 

g r a d u a l l y throughout the nineteenth century to combat these e v i l s 

and prevent them from spreading. 

The E l i z a b e t h a n Poor Law, which l a s t e d f o r over two hundred 

y e a r s , was outdated by the I n d u s t r i a l Revolution. I t s r e l i a n c e 

on the p a r i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to oversee poor r e l i e f c l e a r l y was 

impossible i n heavy urbanized areas and had few i n c e n t i v e s to 

encourage honesty i n p a r i s h o f f i c e r s . The Poor Law Amendment Act 

(1834) e l i m i n a t e d p a r i s h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and created Poor Law 

Unions throughout the country administered by an e l e c t e d Board 

of Guardians, who were rate p a y e r s w i t h i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e unions. 

The work of the union by paid o f f i c i a l s aimed to ensure honesty 
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and d i l i g e n c e . The p a r i s h r e t a i n e d the r i g h t to a s s e s s and 

c o l l e c t poor r a t e s , but the i n c r e a s e d democracy and bureaucratic 

s t r u c t u r e of the unions, meant t h a t t h i s power was soon to be 

f o r f e i t e d . The P u b l i c Health Act of 1848 furthered c e n t r a l i z e d 

l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . A c e n t r a l General Board of Health was 

c r e a t e d under which l o c a l Boards of Health e x i s t e d throughout the 

country. 

The l o c a l boards had the r i g h t to appoint a Medical O f f i c e r 

of Health who was empowered to i n s p e c t d r a i n s , sewers, houses, 

and other areas of poor s a n i t a t i o n , thought to be the cause of 

d i s e a s e . The I n s p e c t o r of Nuisances a s s i s t e d the medical o f f i c e r 

by i n s p e c t i n g areas of environmental concern, such as refuse 

c o l l e c t i o n . Both i n s p e c t o r s were to prove very e f f e c t i v e i n the 

f i g h t f o r d i s e a s e prevention and a h e a l t h i e r environment. The 

L o c a l Government Board Act (1871) elimi n a t e d Poor Law Boards i n 

favour of L o c a l Boards of Government overseen by a c e n t r a l Local 

Government Board i n London. The Boards of Guardians continued 

as l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of the poor law. The 1888 and 1894 Local 

Government Acts f u r t h e r strengthened l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n by the 

c r e a t i o n of county and county borough c o u n c i l s and by the 

establishment of urban and r u r a l d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s as health 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e bodies. By the e a r l y twentieth century Parliament 

went beyond l o c a l areas of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and i n s t i t u t e d n a t i o n a l 

h e a l t h and w e l f a r e programs — such as Old Age Pensions Act 

(1908), Labour Exchanges Act (1909), National Health Insurance 

Act (1911), and Education ( P r o v i s i o n of Meals) Act (1906). The 

c r e a t i o n of a w e l f a r e s t a t e to ensure the p r o t e c t i o n of i t s 

c i t i z e n s from d i s e a s e and d e p r i v a t i o n r e v o l u t i o n i z e d the function 
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of government and undermined the old e s t a b l i s h e d community 

l e a d e r s — the gentry and the church. 

Health and Hygiene 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s major h e a l t h problems — high i n f a n t mortality, 

epidemics, d i s e a s e and occupational i n j u r i e s were a f f e c t e d to a 

g r e a t degree by the v i l l a g e ' s s a n i t a t i o n , housing and economy. 

Parliament's e f f o r t s to l e g i s l a t e B r i t a i n back to h e a l t h through 

a p u b l i c h e a l t h system created W i l l i n g t o n ' s f i r s t monitoring of 

i t s i n h a b i t a n t s ' h e a l t h , but f a i l e d to s o l v e Willington's health 

problems. 

The w e l f a r e of the population of W i l l i n g t o n had much to do 

with the h e a l t h of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s . One of the major causes of 

i l l h e a l t h and d i s e a s e was the standard of l i v i n g conditions. 

V i c t o r i a n s r i g h t l y viewed poor s a n i t a t i o n and housing as a source 

of p u b l i c concern. Solving problems i n c o n s t r u c t i o n and drainage, 

although sometimes c o n t r o v e r s i a l , was able to be enacted by 

l e g i s l a t i o n and an improved l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The d i f f i c u l t y 

arose i n t r y i n g to improve the hygiene of a l a r g e s e c t i o n of the 

population and to c a r e f o r those already past the stage of 

prevention, and now f a c i n g l i f e as v a l e t u d i n a r i a n s . Mining 

v i l l a g e s , i n a d d i t i o n to s u f f e r i n g the general ailments and 

s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s of the country, had the added problem of 

occupational hazards and d i s e a s e s . 

V i c t o r i a n s viewed miners as somewhat of an e x o t i c race. 

Contemporary accounts of mining v i l l a g e s (Engels f o r example) 

d e p i c t mining communities as vulgar and degenerate] Underground 

work, i n i t s e l f , perhaps gave the impression of a demonic 
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c h a r a c t e r — thereby those working underground had d e v i l i s h or 

l o u t i s h q u a l i t i e s . The common view of miners was t h a t they were 

d i r t y and unkempt.2 However, miners themselves held personal 

hygiene as a v i r t u e and de s p i t e t h e i r f i l t h y working conditions, 

miners t r i e d very hard to be neat and c l e a n . The lack of p i t 

baths (not i n s t a l l e d a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y u n t i l the 1940s) and 

a proper water supply did not discourage men from bathing. On 

Sundays, r e s i d e n t s paid p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to t h e i r appearance. 

The men g e n e r a l l y wear a black s u i t , 
and a st r a n g e r seeing them would hardly 
suspect them to be the men whom he had 
seen coming up from the p i t s begrimed 
with sweat and c o a l dust, and as black 
as negroes. ̂  

Most c o l l i e r y houses had a washhouse attached to them. The 

e a r l y c o l l i e r y cottages i n W i l l i n g t o n which did not contain 

washhouses were renovated to include them i n the 1890s. The 

washhouse, as the name im p l i e s , served f o r washing purposes. 

People bathed, and women washed c l o t h e s and hung laundry i n them 

i n bad weather. No matter how much a miner bathed himself, 

however, he could not d i s g u i s e the marks of h i s occupation — a 

blackened and s c a r r e d back. Due to the lowness of the p i t , men 

had to hunch over to hew. Often they caught t h e i r spine on rocks 

p r o j e c t i n g from the mine roof and the constant exposure of t h e i r 

naked backs to c o a l dust d i s c o l o u r e d the s k i n . 

F i l t h , d e s p i t e the common V i c t o r i a n perception was not 

acceptable to the working c l a s s e s . People were not unhygienic 

because they wished to be but because they lacked the f a c i l i t i e s 

and money to keep themselves t i d y i n appearance. Many poor 

possessed only one s e t of c l o t h e s , often i l l - f i t t i n g and ragged. 

Robert T r e s s a l l ' s "The Ragged Trousered P h i l a n t h r o p i s t s " dwells 
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on the working c l a s s e s ' l a c k of c l o t h e s and b a s i c furnishings.^ 

I n W i l l i n g t o n the Christmas c h a r i t y committees often gave 

c l o t h i n g and c h i t s f o r g r o c e r i e s to the poor. The l a c k of even 

these b a s i c n e c e s s i t i e s i l l u s t r a t e s the t r u e s t a t e of poverty 

w i t h i n the v i l l a g e . As one headmistress described one Willington 

c h i l d : 

The parents seem so sparing with 
soap and water. I wrote to one 
parent t h i s morning. The c h i l d 
was i n such a s t a t e t h a t the 
tea c h e r could not bear i t . He 
i s one j u s t admitted from S t . 
Oswald's Durham.5 

Poverty and Crime 
At the same time V i c t o r i a n s were developing a nat i o n a l 

p u b l i c h e a l t h system to r a i s e the l i v i n g standard of the working 

c l a s s , the c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e system meted out harsh punishments 

f o r those unfortunates whose only r e a l crime was poverty. Non­

v i o l e n t crimes such as t h e f t and vagrancy, which o r i g i n a t e d from 

poverty, often r e s u l t e d i n p r i s o n sentences. And those convicted 

to pay only a f i n e often went to gaol f o r l a c k of funds. Violent 

crime, which only occurred i n a small minority of a l l cases 

before the c o u r t s , r e c e i v e d an overwhelming amount of p u b l i c i t y 

i n the newspapers and captured the V i c t o r i a n imagination. A good 

murder or d a s t a r d l y a s s a u l t made i n t e r e s t i n g news. The garroting 

panic of 1862, i n s t i g a t e d by a s e r i e s (but not unusual) number 

of g a r r o t t e s c r e a t e d a panic, l a r g e l y due to i t s a t t e n t i o n i n the 

media. The shockingness of v i o l e n t crime meant t h a t the problems 

a s s o c i a t e d with l e s s e r non-violent crimes, i . e . begging, were 

often overlooked. 

The m a j o r i t y of W i l l i n g t o n ' s middle c l a s s , l i k e the r e s t of 
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V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n , f e l t t h a t poverty showed a lac k of i n i t i a t i v e 

and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . A good example of t h a t opinion i s the 

experience of Thomas Carr, a shoemaker i n Nelson Street.^ Carr 

was a l o c a l Methodist preacher and a respected man i n Willington. 

A f t e r a q u a r r e l with chapel members, he l e f t the church, 

consequently l o s i n g h i s standing w i t h i n the community. He became 

an a l c o h o l i c and l o s t h i s trade. His wife and himself were 

turned out of t h e i r home and could only a f f o r d to l i v e i n a one 

room d w e l l i n g . Subsequently, Carr was j a i l e d f o r s t e a l i n g boots 

which i n d i c a t e s the desperate f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n i n which he 

found h i m s e l f . When h i s wife, Mary Ann, died neighbours refused 

to move her body u n t i l they had had a couple of drinks f i r s t . 

The bed and her body were covered i n vermin. Although the couple 

had ' r e s p e c t a b l e ' married c h i l d r e n l i v i n g nearby, not one of them 

had aided the impoverished parents. Rumours spread a t the time, 

concluded t h a t the C a r r s had eaten out of the p i g trough due to 

l a c k of food. The f a c t the C a r r ' s own c h i l d r e n seemed to disown 

him and h i s wif e probably i n d i c a t e s t h e i r disapproval for the 

a l c o h o l i c l i f e s t y l e he chose, r a t h e r than the more respectable 

p o s i t i o n as a hard working and upstanding member of the 

community. 

But not a l l l o c a l r e s i d e n t s were impervious to the p l i g h t 

of t h e i r poorer neighbours. The R u s s e l l family often donated 

money to p a r i s h r e l i e f , maintaining t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l p o s i t i o n 

as l o r d s of the manor. The W i l l i n g t o n C h a r i t y Committee, a 

permanent body t h a t sought to a i d the very poor and i n f i r m at 

Christmas, r e c e i v e d f i n a n c i a l support from a l l community leaders. 

Aged c i t i z e n s , too weak to go out and r e c e i v e t h e i r Christmas 
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dinner, had i t d e l i v e r e d . Surplus funds were d i s t r i b u t e d i n the 

form of grocery vouchers to needy f a m i l i e s i n January. 

Real poverty was most evident during the miners' s t r i k e s . 

The 1863, 1879, 1892 and 1912 s t r i k e s caused severe hardship i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . During s t r i k e s , S t r a k e r and Love cut mineworkers off 

from t h e i r e s s e n t i a l gas and c o a l s u p p l i e s . Parents sent t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , as they would be f r e e from r e t r i b u t i o n , out to c o l l e c t 

b e r r i e s , vegetables and c o a l from the p i t heap f o r f u e l . More 

desperate people s t o l e from l o c a l farms. Soup kitc h e n s opened 

to feed the s t a r v i n g s t r i k e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . The 

W i l l i n g t o n , Roman C a t h o l i c , Methodist New Connexion and school 

soup k i t c h e n s apportioned bread and soup to the s t r i k e r s , needy 

and c h i l d r e n . The Methodist New Connexion soup kitchen served 

750 p i n t s of soup d a i l y i n 1892.^ The Wi l l i n g t o n soup kitchen i n 

1879 provided c l o g s and coats to needy persons. Benefit 

c o n c e r t s and l o c a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s r a i s e d money f o r the r e l i e f 

e f f o r t . Lord Boyne, Rev Ruxton and Father Hosten made personal 

donations. L o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as the Willington 

Co-operative, W i l l i n g t o n Flower Show, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

I n s t i t u t e , Free Church Council and the W i l l i n g t o n Workmen's Club 

aided the e f f o r t . 

The men knew t h a t a s t r i k e brought d e p r i v a t i o n and hardship. 

W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s , although sympathetic (as a whole) to the 

workers, recognized t h a t the men had chosen to face hardship 

themselves. I t was s t a r v i n g c h i l d r e n t h a t made even the hardest 

hearted i n h a b i t a n t s c o n t r i b u t e to the soup k i t c h e n s . Teachers' 

logs during s t r i k e s c o n s t a n t l y comment on the s t a t e of the 

c h i l d r e n . L o c a l schools provided c h i l d r e n with dinners and, 
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those i n g r e a t need, with b r e a k f a s t a t school. Father Hosten 

provided C a t h o l i c school c h i l d r e n with dinners from h i s own 

f i n a n c e s . A f t e r the s t r i k e was over, the soup kitchens closed 

down and excess money and food was given to e s p e c i a l l y 

impoverished f a m i l i e s . 

The concentrated c h a r i t y e f f o r t s during s t r i k e s were for 

f a m i l i e s normally r e c e i v i n g steady incomes. For paupers, there 

was l i t t l e r e l i e f from W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s . The only c h a r i t y 

i n the v i l l a g e f o r the r e a l poor e x i s t e d only during the f e s t i v e 

season as mentioned above. The only e s t a b l i s h e d forms of 

government r e l i e f from poverty were p a r i s h r e l i e f and the 

workhouse. The v e s t r y and i t s successor the Poor Law Guardians 

determined who r e c e i v e d a i d . Outdoor r e l i e f was a t the 

d i s c r e t i o n of the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s and then only given to the 

very needy. For the d e s t i t u t e the only r e a l o f f e r to a l l e v i a t e 

poverty was the workhouse, an i n s t i t u t i o n created i n 1834. I n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g these c e n t r e s of s h e l t e r , f r e e food and c l o t h i n g 

V i c t o r i a n i n t e l l e c t u a l s f e l t t h a t inmates should work hard for 

t h e i r keep. Conditions i n the workhouse were made bleak i n order 

to discourage f r e e l o a d e r s . The government achieved i t s 

o b j e c t i v e , f o r the workhouse was abhorred by every member of 

V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y . The ne a r e s t i n s t i t u t i o n to W i l l i n g t o n was the 

Durham Workhouse, seven miles away. Few poor Willingtonians 

viewed the workhouse as an a l t e r n a t i v e and p e r s i s t e d to l i v e i n 

impoverished c o n d i t i o n s , a l b e i t f r e e from i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n . 

Most miners belonged to a f r i e n d l y s o c i e t y so non-miners and 

widows were more l i k e l y to r e q u i r e some s o r t of r e l i e f . A 

n a t i o n a l i z e d Old Age Pension scheme was introduced i n 1909. Only 
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f i f t y people r e c e i v e d a pension t h a t year i n Willington since 

those on p a r i s h r e l i e f were d i s q u a l i f i e d u n l e s s they went off 

r e l i e f f o r twelve months, which they could not a f f o r d to do.8 The 

poor t h e r e f o r e i n W i l l i n g t o n and throughout B r i t a i n had very few 

avenues to gain r e l i e f from t h e i r poverty. As a r e s u l t many of 

the poor turned to crime. 

The men on the f r o n t l i n e s i n c o n t r o l l i n g the s o c i a l order 

of the v i l l a g e were the l o c a l W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e , p a r t of the 

Durham County Constabulary (1855). The f i r s t mention of 

W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e S t a t i o n i s i n 1863. Joseph Love b u i l t i t at 

h i s expense, and i t was probably i n t h a t year when the force was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n the v i l l a g e . Although Wi l l i n g t o n was an 

i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a g e , the p o l i c e f o r c e was r u r a l i n c h a r a c t e r . The 

W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e Force was small and d i d not have enough men to 

cope with a l l the offences committed i n the v i l l a g e . I n 1890 the 

f o r c e c o n s i s t e d of one sergeant and two constables, making a 

r a t i o of one policeman fo r every 1,702 people.^ shocking as t h i s 

f i g u r e may seem, the R u r a l Constabulary Act recommended that no 

f o r c e should have more than one policeman fo r every 1,000 

i n h a b i t a n t s . The s p a r s i t y of the p o l i c e presence i n Willington 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t the p o l i c e p r a c t i s e d a great d e a l of d i s c r e t i o n , 

s i n c e they simply d i d not have the manpower to i n v e s t i g a t e every 

d i s t u r b a n c e . 

The W i l l i n g t o n l o c a l p o l i c e f o r c e merely apprehended 

mis c r e a n t s and presented them f o r t r i a l . For cases involving 

summary j u r i s d i c t i o n offenders were brought before a magistrate 

i n a formal court known as petty s e s s i o n s . U s u a l l y JPs were 

le a d i n g community f i g u r e s . John S t r a k e r , Joseph Love and 
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Robinson Ferens were a l l magistrates but only Straker attended 

c o u r t s i t t i n g s . Offenders were more l i k e l y to be brought before 

Rev A.D. Shafto of Brancepeth Rectory who f u l f i l l e d the r o l e of 

l o c a l judge f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . I f , however, the charge involved 

c r i m i n a l j u r i s d i c t i o n offenders appeared a t the Quarter Sessions, 

h e l d four times a year before a judge and j u r y . The judge was 

a p r o f e s s i o n a l man of law and t h e r e f o r e was more q u a l i f i e d i n 

a d j u d i c a t i n g g u i l t or innocence c r i m i n a l l y . For s e r i o u s cases 

i n v o l v i n g the death penalty offenders appeared a t the a s s i z e s . 

B r i d g e t Mclntyre d i d so (see below) when she was charged with 

murder. The W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e handed over offenders not charged 

summarily t o Durham County Gaol to await t r i a l . The l o c a l p o l i c e 

simply d i d not have the resources to lock up offenders for long 

periods of time. Mclntyre, f o r ins t a n c e , spent one month i n 

p r i s o n a w a i t i n g t r i a l . 

W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e Court heard cases i n v o l v i n g two major 

f a c t o r s : drunkenness and poverty. Drunkenness u s u a l l y led to 

breaches of the peace (see Chapter F o u r ) . Crimes based i n 

poverty r a r e l y involved v i o l e n c e , merely t h e f t . Thefts involving 

c l o t h i n g , boots and food were q u i t e commonplace. The thieves 

simply grabbed an item f o r t h e i r own personal use. The t h e f t of 

s e v e r a l miners' b a i t i n 1881 had c o l l i e r y o f f i c i a l s b a f f l e d . 

E v e n t u a l l y i t was determined t h a t a tramp had wandered into a 

shed and s t o l e n s i x meals and a b o t t l e of rum and t e a . Petty 

t h e f t was not s o l e l y confined to men. Mary Ann Waldron appeared 

i n an 1881 court f a c i n g her forty-seventh larceny conviction. 

Beggars and tramps were j a i l e d or pushed out of the v i l l a g e for 

they s t r a i n e d an already inadequate p a r i s h r e l i e f fund. I n 1865, 

70 



J . C l a r k was found s l e e p i n g i n an outhouse a t Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y . He was convicted of vagrancy and i n c a r c e r a t e d for 

t h r e e weeks with hard labour. Vagrants were considered c r i m i n a l s 

by V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y and were t r e a t e d s e v e r e l y by the 

a u t h o r i t i e s . Despite harsh p e n a l t i e s , the number of vagrants 

r o s e t o a staggering amount, e s p e c i a l l y i n the inner c i t i e s . 

T h i s i s another i n s t a n c e of the f a i l u r e of V i c t o r i a n government 

to c o n t r o l migration i n t o already overcrowded and impoverished 

urban slums. 

Perhaps the most p i t i f u l case i n v o l v i n g poverty was the 

t r i a l of B r i d g e t Mclntyre a t the 1870 Durham A s s i z e s . Mclntyre's 

husband had been l a i d o f f as a labourer from Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

and the f a m i l y f e l l i n t o r e n t a l a r r e a r s . They had only managed 

to pay nine weeks of a twelve month tenancy. When George Vasey, 

b a i l i f f , and P o l i c e Constable Christopher Stockburn a r r i v e d at 

the Mclntyre house to demand the r e n t , Bridget Mclntyre was 

unable t o pay. Vasey s t a r t e d to s e i z e her f u r n i t u r e , but when 

he grasped the baby's c r a d l e (the baby was i n i t ) , Mclntyre 

became i r a t e : "Vasey, you b , I w i l l k i l l you f o r taking my 

t h i n g s . " 10 Mclntyre and Vasey s t a r t e d an argument and she h i t 

Vasey with a r o l l i n g p i n . PC Stockburn a r r e s t e d Bridget Mclntyre 

f o r a s s a u l t . Vasey died a few days l a t e r of head i n j u r i e s . She 

was t r i e d f o r murder but the judge concluded t h a t Mclntyre had 

the r i g h t to use reasonable fo r c e to prevent an i l l e g a l s e i z u r e 

of goods i n use ( i n t h i s i n s t a n c e the c r a d l e ) . Since she had 

used unreasonable f o r c e , the judge found her g u i l t y of 

manslaughter, but with a recommendation of mercy. She was s e t 

f r e e and bound over to keep the peace s i n c e she had already spent 
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one month i n p r i s o n awaiting t r i a l . The Mclntyre case only 

h i g h l i g h t s the s u f f e r i n g and d e s t i t u t i o n many f a m i l i e s 

experienced i n W i l l i n g t o n . 

The p r e c a r i o u s n e s s of the c o a l trade, s t r i k e s and personal 

misfortunes were a l l f a c t o r s t h a t l e d to poverty i n Willington. 

S t r a k e r and Love was not w i l l i n g to contribute i n any large 

amount to c o n d i t i o n s caused by market f o r c e s . Although, i t must 

be s a i d t h a t the company di d t r y to r e l i e v e r e s i d e n t s but not i n 

times of g r e a t d i s t r e s s (due to s t r i k e s ) . True poverty, that i s 

long term poverty, was not remedied e f f e c t i v e l y to any great 

degree. The a u t h o r i t i e s made p r o v i s i o n only f o r the very 

d e s t i t u t e as i l l u s t r a t e d above. Residents were w i l l i n g to show 

c h a r i t y a t Christmas and during s t r i k e s but not a t other times. 

The p o l i c e t r e a t e d vagrants and beggars as c r i m i n a l s and not 

v i c t i m s . The S a l v a t i o n Army, which concentrated i t s e f f o r t s on 

h e l p i n g the poor, did not have the support of a l a r g e enough 

c r o s s - s e c t i o n of the population to e f f e c t r e a l change. The 

f a i l u r e of government and p r i v a t e bodies to remedy the poverty 

problem e f f e c t i v e l y forced many unfortunates to remain 

endemically poor. As a r e s u l t , crime o f f e r e d the poor the only 

opportunity to gain i n s t a n t r e l i e f from t h e i r s t r e s s . Thereby 

the poor became c r i m i n a l s and s o c i e t y sought to punish them for 

what was i n the f i r s t i n s t a n c e a case of poverty. 

S a n i t a t i o n 

Upon e n t e r i n g the northern c o a l f i e l d contemporary v i s i t o r s 

were f i r s t s t r u c k by the i n t e n s e a i r p o l l u t i o n created by the 
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c o l l i e r i e s and the burning of c o a l . The black residue emitted 

by c o a l engulfed the area as one v i s i t o r noted: 

The most v i s i b l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
Durham i s i t s d i r t , f o r the smoke 
of the c o l l i e r i e s , which envelopes 
the country i n every d i r e c t i o n , 
b l i g h t s vegetation, covers the f i e l d s 
w i th black ashes, and hangs i n a 
t h i c k cloud overhead.'''' 

W i l l i n g t o n was not p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i v e and a t r a v e l l e r ' s 

handbook, which noted p l a c e s of i n t e r e s t along r a i l routes i n 

County Durham, described the stop nine m i l e s from Durham C i t y on 

the way to Bishop Auckland as, "Willington S t a t i o n , i n the midst 

of a hideous c o l l i e r y . "̂  S-phe handbook was more than j u s t i f i e d i n 

i t s c r i t i c i s m of W i l l i n g t o n ' s conditions, s i n c e Willington 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y , had an infamous rep u t a t i o n f o r i t s lack of 

s a n i t a r y hygiene and i t s general deplorable s t a t e . Local 

r e s i d e n t s were f a r from s a t i s f i e d concerning the s t a t e of t h e i r 

v i l l a g e . Some were even prompted to w r i t e to l o c a l newspapers 

d e p i c t i n g the v i l l a g e ' s shortcomings. 

V i c t o r i a n s b e l i e v e d t h a t s a n i t a t i o n was d i r e c t l y l inked to 

the spread of d i s e a s e . The c h o l e r a and small pox epidemics that 

v i c t i m i s e d V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y every few years caused great concern 

and l o c a l governments t r i e d e a r n e s t l y to remedy s a n i t a r y 

c o n d i t i o n s . W i l l i n g t o n ' s nuisance committee r e g u l a r l y inspected 

the v i l l a g e f o r evidence of poor s a n i t a t i o n a f t e r i t s 

establishment i n the 1860s. When the W i l l i n g t o n l o c a l board was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1881, i t paid a medical o f f i c e r and a s a n i t a r y 

i n s p e c t o r to make r e g u l a r r e p o r t s on the h e a l t h and condition of 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s i n h a b i t a n t s and t h e i r dwellings to the board. 

W i l l i n g t o n r a t e p a y e r s t r i e d u n s u c c e s s f u l l y throughout the 
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nineteenth century to improve the v i l l a g e ' s s o c i a l conditions. 

Since s a n i t a r y improvements often c o s t a great deal of money, 

ra t e p a y e r s were r e l u c t a n t to make any d e c i s i o n s in v o l v i n g an 

i n c r e a s e i n r a t e s . Meetings to suggest ways of remedying 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s s a n i t a r y s t a t e often r e s u l t e d i n stalemates or even 

chaos. 

The s a n i t a r y s t a t e of W i l l i n g t o n has 
long been a reproach to the township 
and a source of danger to the h e a l t h 
of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s , and i t would 
appear t h a t i n searching f o r a remedy 
the mental e q u i l i b r i u m of the r a t e ­
payers i s i n as much danger of being 
overturned as t h e i r b odily h e a l t h i s 
threatened by the p h y s i c a l e v i l s which 
e x i s t i n t h e i r midst .̂ 3 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s main s t r e e t , which encompassed both Commercial 

and High S t r e e t s , was potholed and muddy. High S t r e e t was not 

paved with f l a g s t o n e s u n t i l 1883 and Commercial S t r e e t u n t i l 

1893. The co n d i t i o n of the main thoroughfare was wretched, 

e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r a good r a i n f a l l . The pavement was uneven and 

remained as such i n t o the twentieth century: 

.. you go down the centre of the 
road, f o r , notwithstanding you are 
up to the ankles i n mud, i t i s 
b e t t e r than the f l a g s , which are 
so i r r e g u l a r t h a t you never know 
t i l l thump you go down on your knees. 

The shops, p u b l i c houses and p l a c e s of entertainment along 

High and Commercial S t r e e t s were i n t e r s p e r s e d with r e s i d e n t i a l 

d w e l l i n g s . The s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r gave n o t i c e i n 1884 to a High 

S t r e e t butcher's shop to r e c t i f y the washing of blood and water 

down an open channel opposite house entrances. I f the main 

s t r e e t could be desc r i b e d as bad, the back s t r e e t s were simply 

h o r r i b l e . Many back s t r e e t s remained unpaved and lacked 
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s u f f i c i e n t drainage which created smelly and muddy roads. The 

p r a c t i c e of b u i l d i n g c o l l i e r y rows backing other rows only 

enhanced e x i s t i n g s a n i t a t i o n problems. P r i v i e s , a s h p i t s , water 

taps and d r a i n s a l l occupied the back of the house. I f 

s a n i t a t i o n measures were i n r e g u l a r working order, r e s i d e n t s had 

f a i r s a n i t a r y surroundings. Us u a l l y , however, a l l was not i n 

working order. Open d r a i n s , o v e r f u l l a s h p i t s and unclean p r i v i e s 

c r e a t e d a severe nuisance problem. 

V i c t o r i a n s had a great deal of problems obtaining a pure and 

s u f f i c i e n t supply of water. I t was not uncommon for water 

s u p p l i e s t o be contaminated by seeping cesspools or dr a i n s , and 

i n many areas i t was d i f f i c u l t to f i n d and adequate supply for 

the growing population. I n many areas r e s i d e n t s had to pay for 

water by the bucket from the communal tap ( p r i v a t e taps i n houses 

were a l u x u r y ) . The idea of f r e e water was l a t e V i c t o r i a n with 

the advent of municipal water companies. Willi n g t o n , being a 

mining v i l l a g e , had the advantage of f r e e water pumped up from 

the mines when d r i l l i n g f o r c o a l . Although, t h i s water supply 

was very rudimentary. 

Water f o r W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s p r i o r to 1875 was wholly 

inadequate. High W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s r e l i e d on one small spring 

f o r both t h e i r cooking and d r i n k i n g water. I n summer, the spring 

d r i e d up and r e s i d e n t s had to obtain water from a muddy beck. 

Elsewhere i n the v i l l a g e were numerous sp r i n g s and of course the 

dubious r i v e r Wear, although t h i s supply s t i l l d id not f u l f i l l 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s needs. S t r a k e r and Love supplied c o l l i e r y rows with 

t e p i d water, but some rows lacked s u f f i c i e n t taps. I n 1871, no 

l e s s than one hundred people used one pump d a i l y J ^Miners i n 
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rented accommodation d i d not r e c e i v e any water supply from the 

c o l l i e r y . The Weardale and Shildon Water Company by Act 29 and 

30 V i c t c300 (1866) obtained the r i g h t to l a y mains pipes i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . The pipes were f i n a l l y l a i d i n 1875 and r e s i d e n t s 

put them i n t o immediate use. On the board of d i r e c t o r s s a t no 

l e s s than t h r e e members of the Pease family (Henry, Arthur, H. 

F e l l ) . The Peases, based i n Darlington, had mining i n t e r e s t s 

(Pease and P a r t n e r s ) i n the Crook area. The water company was 

very s u c c e s s f u l and i n 1901 amalgamated with the Consett Water 

Company to form the Weardale and Consett Water Company. 

A f t e r mains piping, W i l l i n g t o n ' s d r i n k i n g water improved and 

was of " e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y . ^ Unfortunately, the drainage system 

was f a r from p e r f e c t . Many houses had n e i t h e r drains nor 

channels. The s a n i t a r y a u t h o r i t y r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l complaints 

from r e s i d e n t s whose property had become a cesspool from 

someone's sewage. William Richardson, a farmer, complained i n 

1871 t h a t sewage flowing from a d r a i n down the back of High 

S t r e e t was emptying i n t o h i s f i e l d . I n summer, t h i s open 

cesspool stank and became a nuisance. The North Easter n Railway 

Company threatened to take l e g a l a c t i o n a f t e r p e r s i s t e n t 

complaints to the l o c a l board went unheeded, s i n c e the sewage 

flowing from Chapel and High S t r e e t which accumulated into 

Richardson's f i e l d , leaked onto W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n . The s a n i t a r y 

a u t h o r i t y recognized the problem but had run out of funds to 

complete the s t r e e t d r a i n , l e a v i n g the sewage to leak onto 

Richardson's property. The nuisance committee did not have 

enough power to lev y a r a t e to f i n i s h the d r a i n and p e t i t i o n e d 

Lord Boyne f o r funds. The i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the l o c a l 
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a u t h o r i t i e s was w e l l recognized by the r e s i d e n t s : 

I n W i l l i n g t o n we have houses t h a t 
have no p r i v i e s , no sewage, no, 
d r a i n s ; nor nothing connected with 
them. I f our p a r o c h i a l committee 
acted r i g h t l y , these nuisances 
would be put down. ^ 

Another h i g h l y o f f e n s i v e nuisance was the problem of refuse. 

Before the i n t r o d u c t i o n of dumps or l a n d f i l l s s o l i d refuse was 

simply d i s c a r d e d onto an empty f i e l d . I n a r u r a l s e t t i n g t h i s 

p r a c t i c e , although d i s t a s t e f u l , was not n e c e s s a r i l y unhygenic. 

I n an urban area, however, dumping r e f u s e onto the s t r e e t was not 

merely a nuisance but a h e a l t h hazard. And t h i s was compounded 

with the problem of keeping the s t r e e t s c l e a n from horse and 

other animal manure. Obviously, i n summer the s t r e e t s stank 

h o r r i b l y . 

Another rank problem i n W i l l i n g t o n was p r i v i e s . L u c k i l y for 

W i l l i n g t o n water c l o s e t s and cesspools were r a r e i n the v i l l a g e . 

Before mains piping, water c l o s e t s could not be introduced into 

the v i l l a g e , and when i t was p o s s i b l e to do so, i t became a 

i m p r a c t i c a l . Water c l o s e t s were not a n e c e s s i t y , but a luxury. 

The Weardale and Shildon Water Company charged an e x t r a r a t e to 

supply water c l o s e t s and p r i v a t e baths i n dwelling houses. Both 

WCs and c e s s p o o l s were h i g h l y unhygenic. Most towns i n B r i t a i n 

l a c k e d adequate drainage and treatment f a c i l i t i e s to r e l e a s e the 

contents of WCs back i n t o the environment. And many houses with 

WCs often smelled due to blocked pipes. Cesspools often cracked 

and leaked t h e i r contents back i n t o the water supply. Another 

problem with cesspools was t h e i r c l e a n i n g , which had to be 

performed by p r i v a t e c o n t r a c t o r s . The working c l a s s simply could 

not a f f o r d such a fee and cesspools were l e f t to o v e r f i l l . 
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w i l l i n g t o n ' s r e s i d e n t s favoured the use of a pr i v y , u s u a l l y 

shared among s e v e r a l houses i n the e a r l y nineteenth century. I n 

1906 two p r i v i e s served twenty-six and twenty-three people 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , but t h i s s i t u a t i o n was unusual a t th a t time.l 

R e s i d e n t s took t u r n s i n scrubbing out the p r i v y i n order to keep 

i t s a n i t a r y . P r i v i e s , compared to cesspools and WCs, were very 

s a n i t a r y . They were emptied r e g u l a r l y by shovel onto c a r t s and 

the r e f u s e was dumped f a r from r e s i d e n t i a l dwellings onto an 

auth o r i z e d dump s i t e . For the mineworkers i n Wil l i n g t o n Straker 

and Love s e r v i c e d t h e i r p r i v i e s i n a l l c o l l i e r y cottages fre e of 

charge. 

C o l l i e r y c a r t s c o l l e c t e d the waste r e g u l a r l y from c o l l i e r y 

cottages and the l o c a l board did l i k e w i s e f o r other houses. 

During the 1892 s t r i k e , c o l l i e r y cartmen refused to do t h e i r 

rounds. The l o c a l board wanted to dispose of the nuisance but 

was a f r a i d of the expense and of c r e a t i n g a precedent, whereby 

the board would be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the e n t i r e v i l l a g e ' s waste 

d i s p o s a l . So, i t l e f t the a s h p i t s to o v e r f i l l . The l o c a l board 

dumped t h e i r waste on a r e f u s e t i p , approved i n 1883, a t the low 

end of W i l l i n g t o n . I t i s not c l e a r i f Stra k e r and Love did 

l i k e w i s e . P r i o r to the o f f i c i a l establishment of a dump, one 

can assume t h a t r e f u s e was tipped e i t h e r on waste land or into 

the r i v e r Wear. Even a f t e r i t s establishment, r e s i d e n t s f e l l 

i n t o o l d h a b i t s . Farmers complained to the l o c a l board i n 1887, 

t h a t v i l l a g e r s tipped ashes onto t h e i r land, thereby destroying 

the s o i l . I n 1906, concern was r a i s e d when some r e s i d e n t s simply 

dumped the contents of t h e i r midden p r i v i e s i n the s t r e e t s , which 

prompted the s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r to suggest the i n s t a l l a t i o n of 
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water c l o s e t s . The s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r r e g u l a r l y checked the 

a s h p i t s . At a l o c a l ratepayers meeting, John T u l i p accused 

Robinson Ferens of u s i n g h i s i n f l u e n c e to f i n d out when the 

i n s p e c t o r was coming, so t h a t S t r a k e r and Love had forewarning 

and could pass the i n s p e c t i o n . Others a t the meeting agreed. 

One v o i c e shouted t h a t c o l l i e r y c a r t s sometimes came around the 

houses as e a r l y as 2am on the day before the i n s p e c t i o n : 

T u l i p : I t i s j u s t t h i s way. Mr Ferens i s Mr Ferens 
and I am John T u i l i p . That makes a mighty 
d i f f e r e n c e 

Ferens: Not a t a l l 
T u l i p : ...whenever there i s going to be an inspector 

the c o l l i e r y c a r t s are sent (loud applause) 
and the rows are a l l cleaned up ( c h e e r s ) . 
But I do not know the i n s p e c t o r s are coming, 
and f o r t h a t reason I have to abide the 
consequences 9 

The f a c t t h a t S t r a k e r and Love r a r e l y r e c e i v e d a n o t i c e from the 

i n s p e c t o r i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e i r p o s i t i o n of i n f l u e n c e a f f e c t e d the 

i n s p e c t o r ' s r e p o r t s . 

W i l l i n g t o n was f i r s t l i g h t e d with gas lamps i n 1865. The gas 

l i g h t i n g committee and l a t e r the l o c a l board regulated l i g h t i n g 

i n W i l l i n g t o n . S t r a k e r and Love produced gas at Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y Gas Works f o r W i l l i n g t o n and Oakenshaw. I n the e a r l y 

nineteenth century the supply of gas was i n s u f f i c i e n t . The gas 

supply was so i r r e g u l a r t h a t shopkeepers were forced to keep 

candles or l a n t e r n s on hand. 

The l i g h t they had i n the p l a c e onlv 
rendered the darkness more v i s i b l e . ' ^ 

I n 1885, the c o l l i e r y erected a new gas works which 

d r a m a t i c a l l y improved the q u a l i t y of gas and r e s o l v e d many of the 

e a r l i e r complaints. The q u a l i t y of s t r e e t l i g h t i n g was not 

s o l v e d u n t i l 1905. The l o c a l board had a c o n t r a c t with Straker 
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and Love t o c l e a n , l i g h t and e x t i n g u i s h the s t r e e t lamps. P r i o r 

to 1905, the c o n t r a c t was v a l i d from dawn u n t i l dusk, except on 

ni g h t s during a f u l l moon. T h i s i n e f f i c i e n t form of l i g h t i n g was 

abandoned i n 1905 i n favour of l i g h t i n g the lamps from sunset to 

midnight between August and May. Altogether the v i l l a g e 

contained 116 lamps and the new St r a k e r and Love c o n t r a c t l i t up 

the s t r e e t s b e a u t i f u l l y f o r the f i r s t time. 

S a n i t a t i o n i n Wi l l i n g t o n , although c r i t i c i z e d , could not 

have been t h a t bad. True, the s t r e e t s were rough and uneven and 

not a l l thee necessary d r a i n s were i n s t a l l e d , y e t r e s i d e n t s by 

comparison were b e t t e r o f f than t h e i r fellowmen i n Newcastle or 

London. Brancepeth C o l l i e r y provided a l l t h e i r workers (the 

m a j o r i t y of the townspeople) with f r e e houses, c o a l , gas, water 

and even a r e f u s e c o l l e c t i o n s e r v i c e . S t r a k e r and Love were 

organized and e f f i c i e n t — the l o c a l board was not. The l o c a l 

government f a i l e d to plan f o r the expansion of Willington and 

only responded to the problems once they had been created. The 

nuisance committee recognized problems, but had no e f f e c t i v e 

means of en f o r c i n g compliance to s a n i t a r y standards. The l o c a l 

board, empowered with the fin a n c e s to make e f f e c t i v e change, was 

weak and a f r a i d to r a i s e r a t e s . As a r e s u l t members reso r t e d to 

i n s u l t s and c a s t i n g a spersions r a t h e r than e f f e c t i v e l y governing 

the town. The r e s u l t was a strange melee. Wi l l i n g t o n was f a r 

advanced i n i t s l i g h t i n g and water supply and f a r behind i n i t s 

drainage and s t r e e t paving. The town was an anomaly. Straker 

and Love made W i l l i n g t o n p r o g r e s s i v e and r a i s e d the standard of 

i t s s a n i t a t i o n . L o c a l government lagged behind other governments 

i n i t s f a i l u r e to' combat the fundamental causes of bad s a n i t a t i o n 
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through i l l - f i n a n c i n g and i l l - f e e l i n g . And another f a c t o r led 

t o W i l l i n g t o n ' s s a n i t a t i o n problems. During a s t r i k e , the 

c o l l i e r y had no qualms i n c u t t i n g l i g h t and f u e l to c o l l i e r y 

houses and the m a j o r i t y of W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s . Even c o l l i e r y 

r e f u s e c o l l e c t i o n h a l t e d as c o l l e c t i o n was a unionized job. The 

r e s u l t was a nightmare. S a n i t a t i o n was not simply the 

improvement of s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s but a p o l i t i c a l force 

manipulated by v a r i o u s members of the community to achieve t h e i r 

own ends. 

Housing 

V i c t o r i a n housing underwent massive changes due to the 

I n d u s t r i a l Revolution. The need to have l a r g e numbers of workers 

near a c e r t a i n i n d u s t r y meant t h a t housing had to be concentrated 

i n t o one s m a l l area, otherwise the workers would have too f a r to 

t r a v e l t o t h e i r p l a c e of work. T h i s h i g h l y concentrated or urban 

p a t t e r n of housing was new to most areas of B r i t a i n — London, 

being the notable exception. And unfortunately by the time 

government r e a l i z e d the l e s s o n s to be learned from London's 

overcrowding, r o o k e r i e s , slums and bad s a n i t a t i o n , other areas 

i n B r i t a i n were alr e a d y f a r too progressed i n s i m i l a r h o r r i f i c 

housing d i s a s t e r s . The r a p i d expansion of industry did not 

p a r a l l e l h i g h l y organized and regulated urban planning. Houses 

were simply b u i l t where there was space. Tenants had few housing 

r i g h t s and the very poor were forced to accept completely 

u n i n h a b i t a b l e s t r u c t u r e s , such as damp c e l l a r s devoid of l i g h t . 

Contemporary V i c t o r i a n s such as Charles Dickens and E l i z a b e t h 

G a s k e l l are so d e t a i l e d i n t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n s of slum housing 
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t h a t the reader cannot help but b e l i e v e t h a t i t was the t r u t h . 

And slums were not unique to B r i t a i n — c o n t i n e n t a l Europe which 

experienced i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n s h o r t l y a f t e r England a l s o 

experienced s i m i l a r h o r r o r s . Emile Zola's d e s c r i p t i o n of a 

miner's v i l l a g e i n Germinal and of the l i f e miners led i n 

northern France i s s i m i l a r to the l i f e l e d by t h e i r comrades i n 

Scotland and South Wales. 

Residents i n the northeastern c o a l f i e l d enjoyed a higher 

standard of l i v i n g than t h e i r counterparts i n Wales and Scotland 

and t h i s included housing. There were no c e l l a r s or tenement 

b u i l d i n g s i n W i l l i n g t o n and a s u r p r i s i n g number of people l i v e d 

i n a house to themselves. The l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n the v i l l a g e ' s 

population d i d present a housing problem, but f o r a few 

exceptions, t h i s never l e d people to l i v e i n slum dwellings such 

as people accepted i n the c i t i e s . 

I n 1839 housing i n W i l l i n g t o n c o n s i s t e d of farms, inns, 

houses, cottages and W i l l i n g t o n Old H a l l . When Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y s t a r t e d production, S t r a k e r and Love b u i l t cottages to 

house the workers. The constant growth of the labour force 

c r e a t e d housing p r e s s u r e . S t r a k e r and Love constructed a s e r i e s 

of c o l l i e r y rows to accommodate the men and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , but 

th e r e were many mineworkers who r e c e i v e d no accommodation. For 

them and the growing number of workers involved i n s e r v i c e 

i n d u s t r i e s , housing became a r e a l problem. Independent 

p r o p r i e t o r s s e i z e d the opportunity to c o n s t r u c t housing, sinc e 

occupancy was v i r t u a l l y guaranteed. Unlike other c o l l i e r y firms 

i n the country, S t r a k e r and Love d i d not need to b u i l d houses to 

a t t r a c t labour. Brancepeth C o l l i e r y was always f u l l y manned 
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Plan o f Four Houses 1894- (Clarence Terrace) 
Source: DCRO, W i l l i n g t o n U.D.C. records 

T h i s i s an example o f o f f i c i a l s ' c o l l i e r y c o t t a r ' 3 s . f ' o t i c t 
t h e o r n a t e b r i c k work and bay windows and the p r o v i s i o n o f 
a garden. See a l s o photos a t end. 
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A Four Roomed House Plan 
(Hunwick Lane) 

Source: DCRO, W i l l i n g t o n 
U.D.C. re c o r d s 
T h i s i s an example o f a f o u r 
roomed c o l l i e r y c o t t a g e . See 
a l s o photos a t end. 
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Plan o f Four Houses 1897 ( J u b i l e e T e r r a c e j 
Source: DCRO, W i l l l n g t o n U.D.C. records 

Another example o f a workman's c o l l i e r y c o t t a g e . N o t i c e 
the d i f f e r e n c e i n the use o f space and d i v i s i o n o f rooms 
compared t o the p l a n o f houses i n Hunwick Lane. 

1 
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(except i n the case of s t r i k e s ) and so the c o l l i e r y was not under 

p r e s s u r e to c o n s t r u c t c o l l i e r y cottages. A look at the census 

shows the explosion i n housing c o n s t r u c t i o n and the high l e v e l 

of occupancy. 

Table 2.1 Housing S t a t i s t i c s 

Date Houses Inhabited Houses Uninhabited 
1831 43 
1841 46 
1851 159 2 
1861 441 13 
1871 846 28 
1881 948 21 
1891 948 26 
1901 1,060 
Source: Census 

As houses became more i n demand, co n t r a c t o r s t r i e d to 

squeeze them i n t o back s t r e e t s and wherever they could f i n d a 

vacant space. John T u i l i p even b u i l t two cottages backing 

c o l l i e r y p r i v i e s . B u i l d i n g continued unchecked and the r e s u l t 

was a major s o c i a l d i s a s t e r : 

I t s s t r a g g l i n g s t r e e t s of houses of almost 
every shape and s i z e do not give i t a 
prepossessing appearance. There are houses 
i n the main s t r e e t , o l d and undesirable, 
and the open channel systems s t i l l p r e v a i l 
throughout the d i s t r i c t .21 

Although W i l l i n g t o n was a r u r a l community, i t s housing patterns 

c r e a t e d an urban atmosphere. Houses were concentrated into very 

s m a l l a r e a s , f o r the v i l l a g e could not expand onto the farms. 

S a n i t a t i o n problems of an urban, r a t h e r than a r u r a l character 

a f f e c t e d the v i l l a g e . Poor r e s i d e n t s had to accept houses with 

n e i t h e r d r a i n s nor conveniences, f o r there was no other 

a l t e r n a t i v e . Even mere hovels served as homes. I n 1884, the 

l o c a l board d e c l a r e d a cottage a t the back of Nelson S t r e e t an 

u n f i t d w e l l i n g . I t had no back door or other conveniences and 
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had served as a d w e l l i n g f o r over a year. The p r o p r i e t o r s . Rock 

B u i l d i n g S o c i e t y , were served n o t i c e to put i t i n order or c l o s e 

i t f o r h a b i t a t i o n . 

References to p r i v a t e housing i n W i l l i n g t o n i s very sparse. 

W i l l i n g t o n Old H a l l was the o l d e s t l a r g e residence i n the 

v i l l a g e . I t s occupants were gentlemen or l a r g e farmers. 

Tradesmen r e s i d e d above or near t h e i r p l a c e s of business — 

u s u a l l y along High and Commercial S t r e e t s . Farmers l i v e d outside 

of the v i l l a g e i n houses on t h e i r own farmsteads. Descriptions 

of housing f o r the middle c l a s s and p r o f e s s i o n a l s have survived 

i n housing p l a n s . James Robson's house i n Hunwick Lane was b u i l t 

w i t h r e d b r i c k and white ornamental b r i c k d r e s s i n g s . The s i l l s 

were made of stone and the r o o f s of s l a t e . The f r o n t room had 

a wooden f l o o r , while the washhouse had a cement one. The house 

a l s o included a pantry, c o a l house and water c l o s e t . Drainage 

c o n s i s t e d of a t r a p and g u l l e y , and s i x inch s a n i t a r y pipes 

l e a d i n g to a cesspool. The south e a s t and north w a l l s were 

twelve inches t h i c k , while a l l others were nine. The front yard 

was enclosed with a w a l l and i r o n p a l i s a d e s . 

C o l l i e r y houses c o n s t i t u t e d the majority of housing i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . I n 1874 S t r a k e r and Love owned roughly s i x t y percent 

of a l l houses. By 1896 t h i s f i g u r e had r i s e n to over 

s e v e n t y - f i v e p e r c e n t . ^ ^ C o l l i e r y houses, or cottages as they were 

known, were t e r r a c e d houses s e t i n rows. S t r a k e r and Love's 

cottages were d i s p e r s e d throughout the v i l l a g e as a r e s u l t of the 

f i r m ' s land c l a i m s . Unfortunately, most of the firm's land was 

near the c o l l i e r y i t s e l f . T h i s meant t h a t , as i n other mining 

v i l l a g e s , a l a r g e number of houses were concentrated around the 
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p i t , and the a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n there must have been 

i n t e n s e . The Brancepeth p i t heap overshadowed the countryside 

and glowed p e r p e t u a l l y . Terraced houses, however, did have t h e i r 

advantages. Coal f i r e s kept by neighbours e i t h e r s i d e , helped 

one t o keep a house warmer. The c l o s e n e s s of neighbours aided 

anyone i n need of a s s i s t a n c e , although complete pri v a c y was 

d i f f i c u l t to maintain. Many c o l l i e r y rows had small front 

gardens, but not l a r g e enough f o r growing vegetables. 

H o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s had to r e n t an allotment f o r t h a t purpose. By 

the 1890s most cottages had a backyard containing a washhouse, 

c o a l house and a s h p i t . S e v e r a l f a m i l i e s shared a p r i v y , which 

they each took t u r n s i n maintaining. 

The general s i z e of a c o l l i e r y cottage was quite small, but 

the amount of rooms i n a house v a r i e d g r e a t l y . Four roomed 

houses s t a r t e d to be b u i l t on a l a r g e s c a l e i n the e a r l y 

t w e n t i e t h century. One and two roomed cottages were a trend i n 

e a r l y c o l l i e r y housing. The former were low, badly l i g h t e d and 

i l l v e n t i l a t e d . I n winter the house was cold and i n summer 

exceedingly hot. 

Table 2.2 1874 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Cottages 

Number of Rooms i n a Cottage Number of Cottages 
1 2 
2 249 
3 207 
4 52 
6 1 
8 4 

Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

S t r a k e r and Love r e a l i z e d t h a t one and two roomed cottages had 

become antiquated by the l a t e nineteenth century. I n 1894, the 

f i r m modernized t h i r t y - e i g h t two roomed houses int o four roomed 
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houses w i t h a s e l f contained yard, back premises and a washhouse. 

The s i x and e i g h t roomed houses were the o f f i c i a l s ' residences, 

which tended to be more ornate than those of the workers. R.L. 

Weeks, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y viewer, r e s i d e d a t Burn house a f t e r 

the S t r a k e r s vacated i t . The c o l l i e r y owners p r e f e r r e d to l i v e 

i n l a r g e houses s i t u a t e d i n Low W i l l i n g t o n c a l l e d Willington 

House (Love and Ferens) and the White House ( S t r a k e r s ) . Both 

houses had l a r g e lawns and s e r v a n t s q u a r t e r s . A f t e r achieving 

f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s Joseph Love and Robinson Ferens b u i l t t h e i r own 

mansions i n Durham C i t y . Joseph S t r a k e r l i v e d i n h i s own large 

house i n Northumberland, which h i s sons i n h e r i t e d along with 

other houses. 

John Wilson, MP, opened twelve Aged Miners' Homes i n 

W i l l i n g t o n i n 1913 f o r r e t i r e d Brancepeth C o l l i e r y workmen. Each 

house had two rooms, a s c u l l e r y and conveniences. The Aged 

Miners' Homes were b u i l t to accommodate r e t i r e d miners and 

t h e r e f o r e were q u i t e small i n s i z e . They were the only 

r e t i r e m e n t homes i n the v i l l a g e p r i o r to 1914. 

Table 2.3 1896 Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Housing Allotments 

A) Married men with houses : 665 (i n c l u d e s 412 hewers) 

Underground Occupations: overman, deputy, m a s t e r s h i f t e r , 
hewer, stoneman, s h i f t e r , rolleywayman, onsetter, 
waiter-on, horsekeeper, pump attendant, handputter 

Aboveground Occupations: engineer, i n s p e c t o r , shaftsman, 
tokenman, weighman, horsekeeper, banksman, waggonrider, 
boilerminder, bank headman, bank bottom-man, fireman, guard, 
cokeburner, foreman j o i n e r , foreman mason, foreman smiths, 
p i c k sharper, horse shoer, f i t t e r , waggonwright, 
b o i l e r s m i t h , plumber, smith, j o i n e r , tub mender, sawyer, 
mason, p l a t e l a y e r , s t r i k e r , mechanic's labourer, engineman, 
other men 

B) S i n g l e men with houses : 3 0 

Underground Occupations: deputy, hewer, o n s e t t e r ' s a s s i s t a n t , 
hand p u t t e r 
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Aboveground Occupations: tokenman, horse shoer, j o i n e r , 
engineman, other men 

C) Men and Boys without houses : 906 ( i n c l u d e s 216 married men) 

Underground Occupations: f i l l e r , water-leader, timber leader, 
braking i n c l i n e r , greaser, d r i v e r , other boys 

Aboveground Occupations: lampman, branch d r i v e r , cartman, 
branchman, screener, cokedrawer, small runner, coke f i l l e r , 
l e v e l l e r , cokeyard labourer, p a i n t e r , foreman p l a t e l a y e r , 
mechanic's apprentice, p a i n t e r , other boys 

D) Men r e c e i v i n g r e n t i n l i e u : 1 

Aboveground Occupation : foreman f i l l e r 
Source: NCB S t a t i s t i c s 

Each man who r e c e i v e d a cottage was required to keep i t and i t s 

windows i n good r e p a i r . The men who did not q u a l i f y for a 

c o l l i e r y house were boys and labourers. A la r g e number of 

married men d i d not l i v e i n c o l l i e r y houses, and s i n c e they 

earned lower wages than those i n houses, most of t h e i r wage must 

have gone f o r rented accommodation or lodging. I f they were 

lucky enough, they l i v e d i n houses occupied by r e l a t i v e s , 

although t h i s i s hard to prove. Residing i n a c o l l i e r y house 

saved workers rent and provided them with a house instead of 

rooms, to l i v e i n . But one s e r i o u s drawback was Straker and 

Love's r i g h t to e v i c t the occupants i f the breadwinner l e f t or 

was dismissed from the c o l l i e r y . Widows and orphans of miners 

k i l l e d i n the p i t had no c l a i m whatsoever to c o l l i e r y houses, 

s i n c e the breadwinner no longer worked at the c o l l i e r y . Only the 

breadwinner was e n t i t l e d to a housing allotment and t h i s 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n was removed when he vacated h i s post for any 

reason. Sons, working as mineworkers a t the p i t , were not 

e n t i t l e d to c l a i m t h e i r f a t h e r ' s housing r i g h t s . Straker and 

Love's s t r o n g e s t weapon a g a i n s t d i s g r u n t l e d workers was e v i c t i o n , 

which they enforced i n 1863. Since workmen were not tenants, 
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they could not c l a i m squatting r i g h t s over c o l l i e r y houses. Coal 

allowance, by the same manner, was withheld from s t r i k i n g 

workers. 

Coal, l i k e c o l l i e r y cottages, was p a r t of a worker's wage. 

Not every worker was e n t i t l e d to a c o a l allowance (f o r example 

f i r e b r i c k makers). The c o l l i e r y did continue to provide coal to 

e n t i t l e d workers who became s i c k or d i s a b l e d . The coal was 

d e l i v e r e d r e g u l a r l y to c o l l i e r y cottages by S t r a k e r and Love 

cartmen. Men i n both c o l l i e r y cottages and i n rented 

accommodation r e c e i v e d 16 cwts of c o a l every three weeks, and 

sometimes a t c l o s e r i n t e r v a l s i n the winter. How workers not 

l i v i n g i n S t r a k e r and Love premises r e c e i v e d t h e i r coal i s not 

documented. 

Overcrowding was a severe problem throughout B r i t a i n and 

V i c t o r i a n s f e l t t h a t t h i s was one of the f a c t o r s l i n k e d to 

d i s e a s e . The duty of the s a n i t a r y inspector was to check 

overcrowding and ensure t h a t a l l dwellings were s a f e , w e l l l i t 

and v e n t i l a t e d . He a l s o inspected the conveniences and drains 

t o ensure t h a t a l l houses were i n good s a n i t a r y order. 

Parliament gave more power to l o c a l government through a s e r i e s 

of housing a c t s to ensure t h a t working c l a s s housing was f i t and 

h e a l t h y f o r h a b i t a t i o n and t h a t lodging houses were well 

regulated. 

County Durham had the second highes t percentage of 

overcrowding a f t e r Northumberland according to the 1891 census. 

And the t h r e e most overcrowded towns i n England were Gateshead, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Sunderland .̂ ^ Despite t h i s f a c t 

overcrowding was r a r e l y mentioned i n the s a n i t a r y inspector's 
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r e p o r t s i n W i l l i n g t o n and yet i t i s impossible to p i c t u r e an 

e i g h t member family not being overcrowded i n a three roomed 

house. The f a c t t h a t no complaints e x i s t of overcrowded c o l l i e r y 

houses suggests t h a t r e s i d e n t s were s a t i s f i e d with t h e i r 

accommodation. P r i v a t e lodgings f o r workers were more l i k e l y to 

be overcrowded. I n 1871 i n Reardon's lodgings s i x beds were 

crammed i n t o a 20x14 foot room and another three i n a 13x13 foot 

area.2AAll the lodgers were mineworkers. 

Table 2.4 Housing of Miners i n County Durham 

No. of occupants Percentage of Percentage of 
per house s u b l e t t i n g u n s u i t a b l e dwellings 

1901 5.93 16.15 4.20 
1911 5.69 14.75 4.89 
Source: The B r i t i s h Coal Trade. H. Stanley Jevons. 1920 

One type of overcrowding was the p r a c t i c e of b u i l d i n g back 

to back houses, which was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n northern housing 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n 1906, there were one hundred and f i f t y back to 

back houses i n M i l l S t r e e t , High S t r e e t , Commercial S t r e e t , Park 

T e r r a c e and Low W i l l i n g t o n . Back to back houses caused t h e i r own 

p a r t i c u l a r brand of problems, f o r r e s i d e n t s had only one entrance 

to t h e i r homes. These houses had no through v e n t i l a t i o n for a 

house i n the middle of a row had three neighbours — one behind 

and one e i t h e r s i d e of the house. Obviously, more people could 

i n h a b i t one area with back to back houses than with the 

conventional row houses. I n Willin g t o n , the back to back houses 

had f r o n t entrances t h a t faced e a r t h roads l a c k i n g channels. 

A f t e r a r a i n f a l l Commercial S t r e e t backing Lydia S t r e e t was a 

quagmire of mud. 

More notorious than the back to back houses were the back 
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t o f r o n t houses known as Rodger's b u i l d i n g s . The lack of a 

planning a u t h o r i t y had c r e a t e d an unpleasant dilemma. One row of 

houses fronted the a s h p i t s and d r a i n s from the back of the row 

opposite. The s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r was alarmed a t the condition 

of t h e s e houses. The f r o n t houses had no channel, a s h p i t s or 

other conveniences. Three a s h p i t s served the twenty back houses, 

and i n s t e a d of the i n h a b i t a n t s throwing t h e i r f i l t h out t h e i r 

back, they chose to dispose of i t i n t h e i r f r o n t . The owner was 

served s e v e r a l n o t i c e s , but the l a c k of a v a i l a b l e housing i n 

W i l l i n g t o n meant t h a t people would endure p r a c t i c a l l y anything 

to get a house. 

U n f i t i n h a b i t a b l e houses was another V i c t o r i a n housing 

problem. When the number of adequate dwellings was f a r l e s s than 

the demand f o r housing people had to accept substandard housing 

f o r t h e r e was no other a l t e r n a t i v e . I n 1906, the s a n i t a r y 

i n s p e c t o r found fourteen dwellings u n f i t f o r h a b i t a t i o n . The 

houses had ladders f o r s t a i r s , bad f l o o r s and open a s h p i t s . I n 

a couple of houses, r e s i d e n t s had to wheel r e f u s e through the 

house i n order f o r i t to be c a r t e d away. 

The general s t a t e of the c o l l i e r y cottages, with the 

exception of drainage, which was p a r t i a l l y a l o c a l government 

problem, seems to have been s a t i s f a c t o r y i n W i l l i n g t o n . Only i n 

one case i n 1876, i s there evidence of a run down c o l l i e r y 

cottage. The s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r discovered an uninhabited 

S t r a k e r and Love cottage a t the high end of W i l l i n g t o n that had 

no back door, ash midden or s a n i t a r y conveniences. I t i s unknown 

whether the f i r m renovated i t or not. The number of p r i v a t e 

d w e l l i n g s d e c l a r e d u n f i t f o r h a b i t a t i o n was very r a r e i n 
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W i l l i n g t o n , although i t did occur. And i t seems t h a t there was 

a r e c u r r e n c e of negligence from a few owners who never seemed to 

q u i t e s a t i s f y the i n s p e c t o r . Rodger's b u i l d i n g s , as mentioned 

above, was c o n s t a n t l y put under n o t i c e . 

Epidemics and Disease 

The major d i s e a s e s of the nineteenth century were typhus, 

typhoid, i n f l u e n z a , s c a r l e t fever, c h o l e r a , measles, diphtheria, 

t u b e r c u l o s i s and smallpox. Most of these d i s e a s e s were highly 

contagious and coupled with a poor s a n i t a r y environment they f a s t 

became u n c o n t r o l l a b l e epidemics. And f a t a l i t i e s were q u i t e high 

— roughly t h i r t y percent.^^ T^e smallpox epidemic of 1837-40 

alone k i l l e d 42,000 people. Cholera frightened many V i c t o r i a n s 

f o r i t s four epidemics between 1830 and 1870 k i l l e d altogether 

over 124,000 people i n B r i t a i n . Parliament began to r e a l i z e that 

l o c a l doctors and medics simply d i d not have the resources to 

cope w i t h these d r e a d f u l d i s e a s e s . A s e r i e s of h e a l t h a c t s 

d e a l i n g with housing, s a n i t a t i o n , and v a c c i n a t i o n was 

complemented by the establishment of l o c a l medical o f f i c e r s of 

h e a l t h , whose duty was to stop the spread of d i s e a s e and prevent 

i t from o c c u r r i n g . 
W i l l i n g t o n ' s medical o f f i c e r , by p r o f e s s i o n a doctor, was 

q u i t e a c t i v e i n e n f o r c i n g h e a l t h r e g u l a t i o n s , but he was often 

hampered by the l a c k of medical f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e to the 

p u b l i c . Without an i s o l a t i o n h o s p i t a l , quarantine became 

d i f f i c u l t . Ratepayers d i s c u s s e d as e a r l y as 1871, the proposal 

of an i s o l a t i o n h o s p i t a l . Dr McDonald suggested the p a r i s h rent 

s i x cottages t o i s o l a t e smallpox p a t i e n t s , the main d i s e a s e at 

91 



t h a t time. The expense of such a p r o j e c t l e f t ratepayers 

u n w i l l i n g to make a d e c i s i o n . Without an i s o l a t i o n h o s p i t a l , 

doctors t r i e d to i s o l a t e p a t i e n t s i n t h e i r own homes. When a 

miner's daughter caught smallpox i n 1884, the doctor made the 

family next door move away u n t i l the g i r l had recovered. 

Communication with the a f f e c t e d family was s t r i c t l y forbidden. 

An I n f e c t i o u s Diseases h o s p i t a l was f i n a l l y erected i n 1904 at 

Helmington Row. The Auckland, Shildon and Willington J o i n t 

H o s p i t a l Board regulated the f o r t y bed h o s p i t a l . Half the 

p a t i e n t s i n 1905 were from Wi l l i n g t o n . I n other instances 

p a t i e n t s were often too poor to follow the medical o f f i c e r ' s 

o r d e r s . When he ordered a smallpox p a t i e n t to burn a l l h i s 

c l o t h e s i n 1893, the l o c a l board had to compensate the patient 

f o r the l o s s of h i s c l o t h e s . 

W i l l i n g t o n had only one r e s i d e n t surgeon u n t i l the l a t e 

nineteenth century, when the town's s i z e a t t r a c t e d a couple of 

doctors and a d e n t i s t . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note how the 

v i l l a g e r s d e a l t with the l a c k of p h y s i c i a n s . I n 1853, a cholera 

epidemic s t r u c k W i l l i n g t o n . Joseph Love paid a few c o l l i e r y 

workers to nurse t h e i r s i c k co-workers. He a l s o enabled Thomas 

Dunn, r a i l w a y i n s p e c t o r , to nurse the s i c k men a t Brancepeth and 

W i l l i n g t o n c o l l i e r i e s . A f t e r the epidemic was over, g r a t e f u l 

c o l l i e r y workers presented Dunn with a gold watch for h i s 

s e r v i c e s . 

The doctor was exceedingly important to Willington. The 

ne a r e s t h o s p i t a l , Durham County H o s p i t a l , was used only for 

s e r i o u s c a s e s . Miners r e l i e d h e a v i l y on the doctor to tend to 

work-related i n j u r i e s . S t r a k e r and Love employed a doctor to 
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look a f t e r the men. One doctor, however, could not cope with the 

l a r g e number of occupational i n j u r i e s . The S t . John Ambulance 

A s s o c i a t i o n opened a branch a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y i n 1881. 

Workmen took courses on f i r s t a i d and s a t an examination. Dr 

R.E. Brown donated h i s s e r v i c e s as medical i n s t r u c t o r . Increased 

g e n e r a l knowledge of f i r s t a i d allowed the doctor to spend more 

of h i s time on s e r i o u s i n j u r i e s . F r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s such as the 

Oddfellows and F o r e s t e r s o f f e r e d t h e i r members the s e r v i c e s of 

a doctor. Dr W.C. A l l e n and Dr MacDonald were surgeons to the 

lodges r e s p e c t i v e l y . Miners, who c o n s t i t u t e d the majority of 

members, d i d not need to worry about paying f o r a doctor's 

s e r v i c e s i f i l l . The W i l l i n g t o n Nursing A s s o c i a t i o n s t a r t e d i n 

1896 with a s t a f f of two nurses. The a s s o c i a t i o n r a i s e d funds 

f o r the nurses' wages and accommodation. Miners' lodges 

s u b s c r i b e d to the a s s o c i a t i o n i n order to r e c e i v e prompt nursing 

a s s i s t a n c e . Much to the consternation of the a s s o c i a t i o n , 

Brancepeth New P i t d i d not su b s c r i b e . T h e i r reasons remain a 

mystery. Members of the a s s o c i a t i o n c o n s i s t e d of community 

l e a d e r s — Rev Urmson, Father Hosten, Dr R.E. Brown, Dr E . J . 

Brewis, R.R. Tayl o r , W.J. Rutter, A.W. E l l i o t t and R.L. Weeks. 

I n 1900, the two s t a f f nurses v i s i t e d 2,491 people and nursed 

156. By 1905, t h i s number had r i s e n to 4,286 and 225 

re s p e c t i v e l y . 2 6 The severe shortage of nurses and doctors meant 

t h a t t r e a t a b l e d i s e a s e s and i n j u r i e s became f a t a l . 

Parliament r e a l i z e d by the e a r l y nineteenth century that 

mining was a dangerous occupation. The h o r r i f i c mine accidents 

and d i s a s t e r s forced p o l i t i c i a n s to enact l e g i s l a t i o n to enforce 

mining s a f e t y . However the majority of mine i n j u r i e s often as 
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not d i d not occur during a d i s a s t e r . Roof f a l l s , gas leaks, 

mechanical f a i l u r e s and human e r r o r a l l contributed to mining 

a c c i d e n t s . I t was s e v e r a l years however before Parliament 

recognized t h a t miners were prey to c e r t a i n unexplainable chest 

ailments and breathing problems. Miners asthma and black 

s p i t t l e were w e l l known by the miners to be the r i s k of working 

underground. As a r e s u l t miners tended to l i v e shorter a 

l i f e s p a n than the general population. 

I n f a n t M o r t a l i t y 

W i l l i n g t o n was a f a i r l y young v i l l a g e i n the nineteenth 

century. Miners were u s u a l l y young men and therefore the age 

r a t i o became unbalanced with a high number of young couples and 

a low number of e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s . 

Marriage was very popular i n W i l l i n g t o n . Miners did not 

have d i f f i c u l t y i n f i n d i n g partners as one contemporary remarked, 

"the blackness of the pitmen a t working times i s no disadvantage 

i n the eyes of the f a i r sex..."^^^ithough i l l e g i t i m a c y was high 

i n the west and north west of England, i t was low i n the North 

East.28 There were of course couples cohabiting without being 

married, but t h i s d i d not seem to have caused anything besides 

unpleasant gossip. Since divorce was f i n a n c i a l l y impossible for 

the working c l a s s , d i s s a t i s f i e d spouses simply found someone e l s e 

and eloped. The "elopers", as contemporaries c a l l e d these 

couples, moved f a r away from the v i l l a g e i n order not to be 

harassed by deserted spouses or m a l i c i o u s gossip. Despite the 

f a c t t h a t the elopers had no l e g a l marriage contract, both 
29 

p a r t n e r s f e l t bound as i f they were married. The woman changed 
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her name t o Mrs X (her p a r t n e r ' s surname) and to a l l appearances 

was married to him. The couple could have a family and remain 

together f o r l i f e , never r e v e a l i n g t h a t they were not l e g a l l y 

married. Very few mothers t h e r e f o r e remained unattached. I f a 

s i n g l e woman d i d become pregnant and there was no chance of 

marriage, i n whatever form, f a m i l i e s protected the woman and the 

c h i l d . An e l d e r s i s t e r or mother of the s i n g l e woman r a i s e d the 

c h i l d as her own. A p e r u s a l of l o c a l baptism records shows that 

t h e r e were very few f a t h e r l e s s c h i l d r e n i n Will i n g t o n . Orphan 

c h i l d r e n d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y end up i n the workhouse. R e l a t i v e s , 

f r i e n d s or neighbours f o s t e r e d them. 

Coalmining are a s , and W i l l i n g t o n was no exception, had high 

b i r t h r a t e s . Unfortunately, mining areas had a l s o high i n f a n t 

m o r t a l i t y . S i nce such a l a r g e number of c h i l d r e n were born i n 

mining communities, high i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y (although serious) did 

not a f f e c t an average n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e i n c o a l areas. 

Table 2.5 C h i l d r e n born per 100 couples (wife over 45 y r s . ) 
Miners A g r i c . Labs T o t a l i n England 

1852-1861 759 738 690 
1862-1871 760 702 662 
1872-1881 717 667 605 
1882-1886 684 632 551 

Table 2.6 C h i l d r e n s u r v i v i n g per 100 couples 
Miners A g r i c . Labs T o t a l i n England 

1852-1861 465 529 464 
1862-1871 505 535 473 
1872-1881 502 535 473 
1882-1886 497 521 425 
Source; J I H V I I I (2). p.254-5 

The f a c t t h a t people i n mining v i l l a g e s married the e a r l i e s t 

i n l i f e compared to those i n other occupations (24 years for men; 

22 y e a r s f o r women i n 1886) meant t h a t miners' wives were 

b i o l o g i c a l l y capable of having the l a r g e s t f a m i l i e s i n England. 
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And miners enjoyed l a r g e f a m i l i e s . The r u r a l atmosphere of a p i t 

v i l l a g e , r e l a t i v e l y high wages, f r e e houses and c o a l , and the 

l a c k of employment opp o r t u n i t i e s f o r women encouraged large 

f a m i l i e s . I t i s d i f f i c u l t to get an accurate p i c t u r e of family 

s i z e i n W i l l i n g t o n because miners were h i g h l y mobile. But, the 

Emmerson fam i l y provides a rough example of family s i z e . I n 

1885, Ralph and Mary Emmerson c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r golden wedding 

a n n i v e r s a r y . The Emmersons had f i v e sons and one daughter, who 

each had an average of 5.5 c h i l d r e n f o r a t o t a l of t h i r t y - t h r e e 

grandchildren.-^ 

I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y was a worrying problem i n V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n 

because d e s p i t e i t s decrease i n the l a t t e r nineteenth century, 

the problem remained s e r i o u s . 

Table 2.7 B i r t h and Death Rates 1881-90 

England & Wales Coalmining Rural 
areas areas 

crude b i r t h r a t e s per 1,000 32.4 36.9 29.4 
crude death r a t e s per 1,000 18.8 19.8 17.0 
death r a t e 0-14 y e a r s 19.4 20.8 13.8 
death r a t e 45-49 ye a r s 12.8 12.9 9.7 

B i r t h and Death Rates 1891-1901 

crude b i r t h r a t e s per 1,000 29.3 35.8 26.6 
crude death r a t e s per 1,000 17.8 19.2 15.9 
death r a t e 0-14 y e a r s 19.6 21.4 13.3 
death r a t e 45-49 ye a r s 11.2 12.1 8.9 
Source: D. F r i e d l a n d e r . Demographic Pa t t e r n s . Economic 

Development and C u l t u r a l Change 22 f l ) 1973. p.41 

I n f a n t death was a t t r i b u t a b l e to a v a r i e t y of f a c t o r s — poor 

n u t r i t i o n , u n s a n i t a r y surroundings, l a c k of warmth, impure food, 

and prematurity. The h e a l t h of the mother during pregnancy and 

the standard of medical a t t e n t i o n a t b i r t h a l s o determined the 

h e a l t h of the baby. I n W i l l i n g t o n , i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y was a 
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w o r r y i n g problem. Deaths o f c h i l d r e n under f i v e years o l d 
32 

accounted f o r o v e r f i f t y p e r c e n t o f a l l deaths m 1892. 

W i l l i n g t o n s c h o o l s c o n s t a n t l y c l o s e d by o r d e r o f t h e l o c a l 

s a n i t a r y a u t h o r i t y because o f t h e ou t b r e a k s o f disease, which 

o f t e n p r oved f a t a l t o t h e young c h i l d r e n i n t h e i n f a n t ' s c l a s s . 

Dr E.J. Brewis, m e d i c a l i n s p e c t o r , f e l t t h a t i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y was 

d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o b o t t l e f e e d i n g and n o t t o t h e s a n i t a t i o n o f 

t h e v i l l a g e . He found t h a t n i n e t y p e r c e n t o f a l l i n f a n t deaths 

were due t o d i r t y b o t t l e s and s o l i d f o o d g i v e n t o o e a r l y t o 
33 

i n f a n t s . He found t h a t women l i v i n g i n t h e w o r s t s a n i t a r y 

c o n d i t i o n s had h e a l t h y b r e a s t f e d b a b i e s . However, b o t t l e 

f e e d i n g was p r e v a l e n t t h r o u g h o u t B r i t a i n , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 

f a c t o r y towns. So why d i d m i l l towns n o t have as h i g h an i n f a n t 

m o r t a l i t y r a t e as t h e m i n i n g areas? The o n l y answer p o s s i b l e , 

t h a t one can deduce, i s t h a t t h e p o l l u t e d atmosphere o f t h e 

v i l l a g e due t o c o a l d u s t was t o o t o x i c f o r new, and non-immune 

b a b i e s . The W i l l i n g t o n l o c a l board was unable t o remedy t h e 

problem o f h i g h i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y and i n 1906 t h e v i l l a g e had t h e 

u n e n v i a b l e honour o f h a v i n g an i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e o f 192 per 

1,000 — t h e h i g h e s t i n County Durham.^^ 
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CHAPTER THREE: BELIEFS AND IDEOLOGY 

The l o r d o f t h e manor had dominated W i l l i n g t o n ' s s o c i a l 

a c t i v i t i e s i n i t s e a r l y h i s t o r y . The R u s s e l l f a m i l y were t h e 

i n h e r i t o r s o f a p a t e r n a l i s t i c and a r i s t o c r a t i c s o c i a l form o f 

o r d e r . Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ' s e s t a b l i s h m e n t rocked t h e f o u n d a t i o n 

o f t h i s system o f o r d e r , as i t d i d i n many p i t v i l l a g e s i n t h e 

N o r t h East. S t r a k e r and Love began t o usurp t h e a r i s t o c r a c y ' s 

f o r m e r c i r c l e o f p a t e r n a l i s m . Joseph Love, e s p e c i a l l y became th e 

m a jor p a t e r n a l i s t i c f i g u r e i n t h e v i l l a g e . The c o l l i e r y p r o v i d e d 

f unds f o r s c h o o l s , i n s t i t u t e s , p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , churches, poor 

r e l i e f , c o n c e r t s and even a p o l i c e s t a t i o n . S t r a k e r and Love 

found s u p p o r t f o r t h e i r ideas and programs i n a l a r g e s e c t i o n o f 

t h e community e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y known as " r e s p e c t a b l e " people. 

The m i d d l e c l a s s i d e a l o f s e l f - r e s p e c t a b i l i t y was a way f o r t h e 

g r o w i n g m i d d l e c l a s s t o i d e n t i f y themselves as a d i s t i n c t s o c i a l 

group from t h e a r i s t o c r a c y and t h e poor. T h i s middle c l a s s 

n o t i o n o f r e s p e c t was n o t r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , but 

i n c l u d e d a l a r g e number o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , f o r t h e working 

c l a s s was n o t an homogeneous group, as e a r l y h i s t o r i a n s have 

a s s e r t e d . T h i s " r e s p e c t a b l e " c l a s s o f a r t i s a n s , tradesmen and 

f a r m e r s b e l i e v e d t h a t m o r a l i t y and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y should be t h e 

g o a l o f e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l . They r e j o i c e d i n t h e i r own p o s i t i o n s 

as l e a d e r s h i p examples i n t h e community. T h e i r i d e o l o g y however 

f o r c e d them t o be an e x t r o v e r t c l a s s . They were n o t s a t i s f i e d 

i n t h e i r own groups, b u t b e l i e v e d t h a t o t h e r c l a s s e s i n s o c i e t y 

s h o u l d f o l l o w t h e i r example. The W i l l i n g t o n a r i s t o c r a c y , which 

was a t i n y group i n t h e v i l l a g e and g r a d u a l l y l o s i n g i t s 

i n f l u e n c e , was n o t t h e o b j e c t o f t h e i r a t t a c k . I n s t e a d t h e 
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m o r a l i s t s t u r n e d t h e i r - a t t e n t i o n t o a l a r g e group o f heathens and 

s c u r r i l o u s c h a r a c t e r s , whose l i f e s t y l e n o t o n l y b l i g h t e d t h e 

community, b u t serv e d as an example t o o t h e r u n f o r t u n a t e s . These 

base p e o p l e were t h e d r u n k a r d s , gamblers and b u r l e s q u e audiences 

whose presence i n t h e v i l l a g e undermined t h e m o r a l i s t s view o f 

s o c i e t y . The p o p u l a r c l a s s , f o r l a c k o f a b e t t e r phrase, were 

w o r k i n g c l a s s p eople who enjoyed a d r i n k w i t h f r i e n d s and a bet 

on t h e r a c e s . They d i d n o t care much f o r r e l i g i o n because those 

supposed m o r a l i s t s t u r n e d t h e i r nose up a t t h e i r presence. 

Through minor i n c i d e n t s , l i k e pew r e n t s , t h e m o r a l i s t s ' made sure 

t h a t t h e y were n o t d e f i l e d by th o s e base c h a r a c t e r s . 

I n e v i t a b l y , b o t h s i d e s were s u s p i c i o u s and p r e j u d i c e d 

a g a i n s t t h e o t h e r . I n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o work t o g e t h e r and f i n d 

a common ground, t h e two groups a t t a c k e d one another. The 

m o r a l i s t s t r i e d t o c o n v e r t t h e p o p u l a r i s t s . The p o p u l a r i s t s 

i g n o r e d and r e s e n t e d t h e m o r a l i s t s f o r t r y i n g t o d i s m i s s t h e i r 

p r e s e n t l i v e s as w o r t h l e s s . The a r i s t o c r a c y , now r a p i d l y l o s i n g 

power, was i n no p o s i t i o n t o i n t e r v e n e . S t r a k e r and Love were 

on t h e m o r a l i s t s ' s i d e and encouraged them w i t h f i n a n c e s t o 

complete t h e i r c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e u n f o r t u n a t e s . A g r e a t d e a l o f 

s o c i a l t e n s i o n was f e l t i n t h e v i l l a g e as a r e s u l t . Through 

t h e i r churches, temperance groups, m i l i t a r i s m and C h r i s t i a n 

a t h l e t i c s , m o r a l i s t s p r e s s u r e d t h e p o p u l a r i s t s t o j o i n t h e i r 

s i d e . The p o p u l a r i s t s r e f u s e d t o s u r r e n d e r t h e i r gambling and 

d r i n k i n g h a b i t s and t h e i r own forms o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t t o a group, 

t h a t had e n t i r e l y m i sunderstood them. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t h e 

f o l l o w i n g two c h a p t e r s o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f b o t h groups 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h e l a r g e s o c i a l d i v i s i o n t h a t e x i s t e d i n W i l l i n g t o n . 
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R e l i g i o n 

R e l i g i o n p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n W i l l i n g t o n S o c i e t y . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o i t s f u n c t i o n as a p l a c e o f w o r s h i p , each church 

and c h a p e l o f f e r e d i t s c o n g r e g a t i o n s o c i a l s t a t u s . Class and 

r e l i g i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n s i n t h e community gave every person a 

source o f s o c i a l i d e n t i t y . As McLeod s t a t e d : 

I n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y B r i t a i n , s e c t a r i a n 
a l l e g i a n c e was t o rank n e x t t o c l a s s as 
t h e most i m p o r t a n t source o f s o c i a l i d e n t i t y . ^ 

A p a r t from t h e e s t a b l i s h e d church, W i l l i n g t o n o f f e r e d r e s i d e n t s 

a p l e t h o r a o f d i s s e n t i n g churches and s e c t s . The M e t h o d i s t New 

Connexion, Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t s , P r i m i t i v e M e t h o d i s t s and t h e 

Roman C a t h o l i c Church became f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . An i d e a o f t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f each church group i s g i v e n 

below i n t h e t o t a l accommodation a v a i l a b l e i n each church. 

T a b l e 3.1 Church and Chapel Accommodation 

Denomination Size o f Accommodation 
M e t h o d i s t New Connexion 800 (1868) 700 (1855) 
Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t s 800 (1874) 
P r i m i t i v e M e t h o d i s t s 550 (1881) 500 (1860) 
Church o f England 350 (1873) 300 (1855) 
Roman C a t h o l i c Church 350 (1905) 
Source: K e l l y D i r e c t o r i e s 

We can see t h a t t h e M e t h o d i s t churches were by f a r t h e s t r o n g e s t 

r e l i g i o u s groups i n t h e v i l l a g e , as t h e y were t h r o u g h o u t County 

Durham. The l a r g e l y w o r k i n g c l a s s p o p u l a t i o n was a t t r a c t e d t o 

a c h u r c h t h a t embraced d e m o c r a t i c p r i n c i p l e s and encouraged each 

perso n t o s t r i v e as i n d i v i d u a l s . 

D i s s e n t e r s g e n e r a l l y saw t h e i r chapels as 
b a s t i o n s o f freedom, democracy and e q u a l i t y 
o f o p p o r t u n i t y , and were i n c l i n e d t o r e g a r d 
churchpeople as snobs o r syncophants. 
Churchpeople p r i d e d themselves on broa d e r 
minds and w i d e r c u l t u r e , c l a i m e d a s p e c i a l 
a f f i n i t y w i t h t h e Royal Family, saw 
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themselves as t h e t r u e s t B r i t i s h p a t r i o t s , 
and d i s m i s s e d D i s s e n t e r s as p u r i t a n i c a l bigots.'^ 

M e t h o d i s t p r e a c h e r s were o f t e n w o r k i n g c l a s s , s e l f - t a u g h t men. 

The weekly b i b l e s t u d y groups a l l o w e d w o r s h i p p e r s an o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o d i s c u s s t h e i r problems and s t r i k e up immediate f r i e n d s h i p s . 

Other r e l i g i o u s groups such as t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n s , B a p t i s t s , 

S o c i e t y o f F r i e n d s and Church o f t h e L a t t e r Day S a i n t s sparked 

a m i n o r i t y i n t e r e s t . The S a l v a t i o n Army, t r u l y t h e most unique 

C h r i s t i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n founded i n n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y B r i t a i n , 

e x c i t e d a l a r g e response i n W i l l i n g t o n . 

Church of England 

The A n g l i c a n Church r e a l i z e d by t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

t h a t a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n s were wandering away from 

t h e f o l d . Shocked by t h e r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n Methodism, church 

l e a d e r s were m o b i l i z e d i n t o a c t i o n . The r e s u l t was t h e l a r g e 

s c a l e b u i l d i n g o f churches t h r o u g h o u t England i n areas t h a t were 

i s o l a t e d from a c h u r c h o r a p r i e s t . Brancepeth C o l l i e r y c r e a t e d 

a p o p u l a t i o n boom i n W i l l i n g t o n . The p a r i s h church i n Brancepeth 

v i l l a g e was s i m p l y t o o s m a l l and f a r away t o serve t h e 

c o n g r e g a t i o n e f f i c i e n t l y . I n 1855, V i s c o u n t e s s Boyne l a i d t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n s t o n e o f St Stephen's Church, W i l l i n g t o n . A luncheon 

a t Brancepeth C a s t l e a t t e n d e d by over t h r e e hundred people r a i s e d 

money f o r t h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g f u n d . V i s c o u n t and Viscountess 

Boyne, Mrs R u s s e l l , and S t r a k e r and Love s u b s c r i b e d t o t h e fund 

g e n e r o u s l y . A s i d e from t h e i r £100 d o n a t i o n , S t r a k e r and Love 

a l s o f i n a n c e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e r e c t o r y . The f i r m a l s o 

made r e p a i r s and d e l i v e r e d house c o a l t o t h e r e c t o r y f r e e o f 

charge. The S t r a k e r f a m i l y ' s r e l i g i o u s p e r s u a s i o n i s u n c l e a r . 

103 



But, Joseph S t r a k e r made i t a p o i n t t o g i v e t h e N a t i o n a l school 

c h i l d r e n an annual Christmas d i n n e r , and he and h i s f a m i l y o f t e n 

donated money t o t h e church. Joseph Love and h i s f a m i l y were 

devout New C o n n e x i o n i s t s , whose i n t e r e s t i n t h e l o c a l church 

seems h i g h l y s u s p e c t . When Reverend F r e d e r i c k W a r d e l l Ruxton 

(1827-1890), W i l l i n g t o n ' s f i r s t incumbent, accused Joseph Love 

and Robinson Ferens o f d e c e i t i n t h e i s s u e s o f t h e 1863 Rocking 

S t r i k e , Ferens and Love f o u g h t back. Love, i n a l e t t e r t o t h e 

Durham C h r o n i c l e , i n s i s t e d t h a t Ruxton l o o k a t t h e t r u e f a c t s . 

W i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f t h e c o l l i e r y , Ruxton would be w i t h o u t a 

house, c o a l s , a f r e e r e p a i r s e r v i c e and f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t f o r t h e 

N a t i o n a l School. Ruxton was deeply h u m i l i a t e d by Love's p u b l i c 

b o a s t i n g o f h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e church and h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n 

o f Ruxton's dependence on S t r a k e r and Love .3 

Rev Ruxton had an u n m i s t a k a b l e h a b i t o f a l i e n a t i n g h i s 

c o n g r e g a t i o n and o t h e r W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s . H i s use of 

r i t u a l i s m a c t u a l l y d i v i d e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n f o r s e v e r a l years. 

The v e s t r y m e e t i n g i n 1870 r e f u s e d t o l e v y church r a t e s because 

t h e r a t e p a y e r s t h o u g h t Ruxton f r i v o l o u s l y spent most o f t h e r a t e s 

on wine and w h i t e s a t i n . W i t h o u t p a y i n g a church l e v y , r a t e p a y e r s 

had no say i n chu r c h m a t t e r s . Ruxton was t h e n l e f t f r e e t o run 

t h e c h u r c h h i s way w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r e n c e . Complaints soon s t a r t e d 

t o pour i n t o t h e l o c a l newspapers' o f f i c e s about Ruxton's 

s e r v i c e s . The N o r t h e r n Echo i n t r i g u e d by t h e s t o r y , sent o u t a 

r e p o r t e r t o w i t n e s s a s e r v i c e f i r s t hand.^ The r e p o r t e r was 

amazed a t t h e i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t i o n o f St. Stephen's. The r e a d i n g 

desk, l e c t e r n and p u l p i t were f r i n g e d w i t h aprons marked w i t h 

t r i a n g l e s , Roman and Maltese c r o s s e s . G l a r i n g p a t t e r n s o f 
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w a l l p a p e r d e c o r a t e d t h e c h a n c e l . S t a r s d o t t e d t h e dark b l u e 

p a i n t e d c e i l i n g . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s e r v i c e , Ruxton entered 

t h e c h u r c h w i t h a p r o c e s s i o n o f c h o r i s t e r s armed w i t h a cross i n 

f r o n t . When t h e y s t a r t e d t o parade around t h e church, people 

s t a r t e d t o w a l k o u t . A t a second s e r v i c e , Ruxton r e f u s e d t o g i v e 

t h e sermon d e c l a r i n g t h a t people "were l a z y and d i d n ' t care 

twopence f o r r e l i g i o n . " ^ 

Ruxton's f i g h t w i t h t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n d i d n o t end i n 1870. 

F i f t e e n y e a r s l a t e r , people were s t i l l w a l k i n g out o f h i s 

s e r v i c e s . I t was custom f o r p a r i s h i o n e r s who d i d n o t wish t o 

r e c e i v e communion t o l e a v e t h e church as soon as t h e m i n i s t e r 

began t h a t p a r t o f t h e s e r v i c e . Ruxton d i d n o t approve o f t h i s 

custom and f i n a l l y one Sunday i n 1885, he rec[uested t h a t 

non-communicants e i t h e r s i t t h r o u g h t h e communion s e r v i c e or 

l e a v e b e f o r e he s t a r t e d t h e s e r v i c e . P r e d i c t a b l y , most o f t h e 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o o d up and l e f t . The n e x t Sunday, i n an a c t o f 

v i n d i c t i v e n e s s , Ruxton d e l i b e r a t e l y a l t e r e d t h e s e r v i c e . There 

was no organ o r c h o i r . A t t h e c l o s e o f p r a y e r s , Ruxton again 

r e q u e s t e d p a r i s h i o n e r s t o l e a v e a t t h a t p o i n t and n o t l a t e r i n 

t h e s e r v i c e . And a g a i n people walked o u t . Ruxton t o l l e d t h e 

b e l l f o r t h e second t i m e . T h i s second s e r v i c e , he d e c l a r e d was 

" n o t f o r D i s s e n t e r s o r Heathens."^ 

The A n g l i c a n c o n g r e g a t i o n was n o t t h e o n l y o b j e c t o f 

Ruxton's i r e . He i n s u l t e d many v i l l a g e r s when he s t o o d up a t a 

m e e t i n g o f t h e Church o f England Temperance S o c i e t y and s a i d : 

Durham was t h e most drunken dioc e s e i n t h e 
Kingdom, and u n f o r t u n a t e l y , he was t h e 
incumbent o f p r o b a b l y t h e most drunken 
p a r i s h i n t h e diocese.' 
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A t a l o c a l r a t e p a y e r s ' meeting i n 1865, Ruxton f e l t snubbed when 

t h e townspeople wanted t o have Robinson Ferens i n t h e c h a i r and 

no t Ruxton. As incumbent, i t was customary t o l e t Ruxton c h a i r 

t h e m e e t i n g as head o f t h e p a r i s h . Even a f t e r a b a l l o t was 

counted a g a i n s t him, Ruxton r e f u s e d t o l e a v e t h e c h a i r . 

Mr Robinson: We w i n n i t hev t h e parson ( s h o u t i n g ) . We 
won't be p r i e s t - r i d d e n ( l o u d and prolong e d 
c h e e r s ) . 

Mr H Watson: No, nor we w i n n i t be f a r m e r - r i d d e n ( u p r o a r ) . 
( P u b l i c a n ) 8 

The m e e t i n g was a b s o l u t e chaos. N o t h i n g had ever been seen l i k e 

i t i n W i l l i n g t o n . Ruxton was determined t o have h i s say i n a l l 

m a t t e r s . He f e l t t h a t as incumbent, he had t h e r i g h t t o guide 

h i s p a r i s h i o n e r s . When t h e c h a i r i s s u e was f i n a l l y s e t t l e d 

(Ferens t o o k i t ) t h e meeting e r u p t e d a g a i n over whether t h e r e 

s h o u l d be a p o l l o r v o t e . When Ruxton's views on t h e p o l l were 

o v e r r u l e d , he stormed o u t o f t h e meeting. 

D i s s e n t e r s f e l t i n j u s t i c e a t t h e hands o f Ruxton and t h e 

A n g l i c a n c h u r c h . They a g i t a t e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s f o r a cemetery 

i n W i l l i n g t o n , because Ruxton charged e x o r b i t a n t b u r i a l c o s t s . 

A cemetery was f i n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1880. When t h e Church 

d e c i d e d t o c o n s e c r a t e t h e cemetery i n 1911, t h e W i l l i n g t o n and 

D i s t r i c t Free Church C o u n c i l r e a c t e d s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t i t . 

D e s p i t e t h e c o u n c i l ' s o b j e c t i o n s on t h e grounds t h a t a 

c o n s e c r a t e d cemetery would g i v e A n g l i c a n s r i g h t s and p r i v i l e g e s 

o v er o t h e r c o n g r e g a t i o n s , t h e Home S e c r e t a r y approved t h e s i t e 

and t h e Bishop o f Durham c o n s e c r a t e d t h e cemetery t h a t October. 

W i l l i n g t o n was n o t an i d e a l p a r i s h f o r any p r i e s t . The 

v i l l a g e had a l o t o f s o c i a l problems, h i g h m o b i l i t y and was f u l l 

o f p e o p l e f r o m d i v e r s e backgrounds. Rev Ruxton's appointment t o 
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t h e p a r i s h d i d n o t ease t e n s i o n s , b u t c r e a t e d more. Ruxton was 

from t h e s o u t h o f England and he p r o b a b l y had d i f f i c u l t y i n 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g h i s n o r t h e r n c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s psyche. His use o f 

r i t u a l i s m , w h i c h was p a r t o f a n a t i o n a l church debate, d i s t a n c e d 

w o r s h i p p e r s who d i d n o t agree w i t h t h a t p r a c t i c e as p a r t o f 

A n g l i c a n t h e o l o g y . H i s bombastic defence o f church r i g h t s 

angered l o c a l r a t e p a y e r s , who f e l t t h a t he was t r y i n g t o d i c t a t e 

t h e i r l o c a l s e c u l a r p o l i c i e s . D i s s e n t e r s were e s p e c i a l l y i r k e d 

w i t h him over b u r i a l s s i n c e he t o o k advantage o f t h e f a c t t h a t 

St Stephen's had t h e o n l y P r o t e s t a n t b u r i a l p l o t s ( u n t i l 1880) 

and o v e r c h a r g e d t h e r e s i d e n t s who w i t h o u t a p r o p e r cemetery had 

no o t h e r o p t i o n . 

The A n g l i c a n Church fac e d a c r i s i s i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . The I n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n j e o p a r d i z e d t h e church's 

e x i s t e n c e . P a r l i a m e n t began t o l e g i s l a t e a c t s t o c o r r e c t 

i n d u s t r i a l e v i l s , and t h e s e a c t s e f f e c t i v e l y p l a c e d problems 

f o r m e r l y t h e domain o f t h e church i n t o s e c u l a r hands. P a r i s h 

r e l i e f , f o r i n s t a n c e , was no l o n g e r determined by t h e l o c a l 

m i n i s t e r , b u t by a body o f e l e c t e d men answerable t o t h e B r i t i s h 

government. P o l i t i c s , j u s t i c e , and s o c i a l w e l f a r e were g r a d u a l l y 

b e i n g removed from t h e church's domain. Even i n r e l i g i o u s 

m a t t e r s , t h e church's power was d i s m i s s e d by t h e l a r g e M e t h o d i s t 

f o l l o w i n g i n t h e N o r t h East and by t h e s u r p r i s i n g growth o f t h e 

once i l l e g a l Roman C a t h o l i c Church. I t i s no wonder t h a t Ruxton 

f e l t d e f e a t e d and even b e t r a y e d by W i l l i n g t o n i a n s ' i n d i f f e r e n c e 

t o h i s p l i g h t and b e l i e f s . 

I t i s indeed i r o n i c t h a t t h e A n g l i c a n Church sent Ruxton t o 

W i l l i n g t o n t o g a t h e r t h e r e s i d e n t s around t h e church, b u t i n s t e a d 
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he d i v i d e d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n i n t o two camps (Ruxton and non-Ruxton 

s u p p o r t e r s ) and d i s c o u r a g e d many v i l l a g e r s from approaching t h e 

c h u r c h a t a l l . A l t h o u g h i n Ruxton's defence i t must be s t a t e d 

t h a t he s u p p o r t e d t h e workers i n t h e 1863 s t r i k e and was a v i c t i m 

o f Diocesan p o l i c i e s . 

I t ( W i l l i n g t o n ) was, l i k e many o t h e r s , t h e v i c t i m 
o f Bishop B a r i n g ' s p o l i c y , t h e r e c t o r (Rev F.W. 
Ruxton) b e i n g l e f t w i t h o u t a c u r a t e (Dr. B a r i n g 
r e f u s e d t o l i c e n s e one) f o r many y e a r s . The 
p l a c e i s a hotbed o f m a n i f o l d h e r e s i e s and many 
s e c t s , w i t h a c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n ( m o s t l y 
I r i s h ) a t t a c h e d t o t h e Roman obedience." 

Ruxton's successor. Rev Thomas Urmson, was n o t as c o l o u r f u l a 

c h a r a c t e r as Ruxton, b u t a l s o came t o blows w i t h t h e d i s s e n t e r s 

o v e r t h e cemetery q u e s t i o n and r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n i n board 

s c h o o l s . 

Roman C a t h o l i c Church 

As t h e Durham c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r y grew and demanded a 

l a r g e r l a b o u r f o r c e , I r i s h i m m i g r a t i o n t o Durham i n c r e a s e d . The 

I r i s h , who f a c e d a l i f e o f p o v e r t y and h a r d s h i p i n t h e i r n a t i v e 

l a n d , s e i z e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o f i n d a b e t t e r l i f e i n t h e 

c o a l f i e l d s o f t h e N o r t h East. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 1881 census, s i x 

p e r c e n t o f W i l l i n g t o n ' s i n h a b i t a n t s were b o r n i n I r e l a n d , a 

f i g u r e w h i c h does n o t i n c l u d e t h e i r f a m i l i e s b o r n i n England. 

A l a r g e number o f I r i s h worked a t Brancepeth Coke Works, a l t h o u g h 

some d i d manage t o become hewers. The m a j o r i t y o f them were 

s i n g l e men l i v i n g i n l o d g i n g s . The number o f s i n g l e I r i s h women 

i n W i l l i n g t o n was v e r y s m a l l , and t h o s e who were employed were 

e x c l u s i v e l y d o m e s t i c s . I t was n o t uncommon f o r an I r i s h C a t h o l i c 

man t o send f o r a b r i d e from I r e l a n d , r a t h e r t h a n marry a 
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n o n - C a t h o l i c . 

The I r i s h were a l i e n a t e d from t h e r e s t o f W i l l i n g t o n and not 

s o l e l y by t h e i r own c h o i c e . Englishmen had a deep d i s t r u s t o f 

Roman C a t h o l i c i s m and r e j e c t e d I r i s h c u l t u r e as base. To make 

m a t t e r s worse, I r i s h p o l i t i c s s t a r t e d t o a f f e c t B r i t i s h a f f a i r s 

i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The growing p o l i t i c a l debate 

o v e r Home Rule and Fenianism developed i n t o p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e 

and p r o t e s t . H a t r e d towards I r e l a n d and t h e I r i s h c r e a t e d 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s w o r s t e t h n i c v i o l e n c e . 

. . . t h e r e was an i n t e n s e f e e l i n g i n t h e 
neighbourhood a g a i n s t these Fenians.10 

F i g h t s and a s s a u l t s c r e a t e d t e n s i o n i n t h e W i l l i n g t o n l o c a l 

p o l i c e f o r c e . I n 1873, M i c h a e l Jackson was h e l d down, k i c k e d and 

beaten by P o l i c e Constable C h r i s t o p h e r Stockburn and two men. 

Jackson was t h e n a r r e s t e d f o r c a r r y i n g a k n i f e . H i s a t t a c k e r s 

t h o u g h t he was a Fenian. I r i s h C a t h o l i c s were n o t t h e o n l y 

t a r g e t s o f a t t a c k . James Carr, an I r i s h shoemaker and Orangeman, 

was b r u t a l l y a s s a u l t e d i n 1871 by a group o f I r i s h l a b o u r e r s . 

H i s i n j u r i e s r e s u l t e d i n a broken t h i g h and c u t s t o t h e head. 

I n c o u r t , i t was r e v e a l e d t h a t Carr had r e f u s e d t o s u b s c r i b e t o 

a C a t h o l i c s e c r e t s o c i e t y t h a t h i s a s s a i l a n t s , Ribbonmen, 

demanded he j o i n . 

The v i o l e n c e c u l m i n a t e d i n t h e murder o f M a r t i n Hagan on 

W i l l i n g t o n Race Day i n 1873. Hagan, P a t r i c k Murray, and John 

Hindes l e f t t h e P i t Laddie P u b l i c House a t e l e v e n i n t h e evening 

t o go home. As t h e y p e a c e f u l l y walked down t h e road, a gang of 

about f i f t y Englishmen c o n f r o n t e d them. Hagan's f r i e n d s managed 

t o escape from t h e mob, b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y , Hagan was beaten t o 

de a t h . Joseph T u r n b a l l , a r r e s t e d and l a t e r c o n v i c t e d o f murder, 
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s a i d t o one o f t h e gang d u r i n g Hagan's b e a t i n g : "Well done, 

Dickey. I w i l l jump h i s b I r i s h g u t s o u t . "̂ ^ The Assize judge 

was h o r r i f i e d a t t h e b r u t a l i t y o f t h e c r i m e . He condemned 

s e c t a r i a n v i o l e n c e and gave T u r n b a l l c a p i t a l punishment. Because 

t h e case was based on c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence, t h e sentence was 

commuted t o l i f e imprisonment on appeal. T u r n b a l l walked out o f 

j a i l f o u r t e e n y e a r s l a t e r . The W i l l i n g t o n Races were permanently 

c a n c e l l e d a f t e r t h e murder. 

R e j e c t e d by t h e i r co-workers, t h e I r i s h s t u c k t o g e t h e r . 

I r i s h f a m i l i e s l o d g e d o n l y I r i s h m e n . S i n g l e I r i s h m e n m a r r i e d 

I r i s h women. Nelson and K a t h e r i n e S t r e e t s had l a r g e I r i s h 

p o p u l a t i o n s , c r e a t i n g an " I r i s h q u a r t e r " i n t h e v i l l a g e . The 

Roman C a t h o l i c Church f e a r e d t h a t t h e I r i s h would laps e i f they 

l o s t c o n t a c t w i t h a p r i e s t and began t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r presence 

i n England, which was made e a s i e r by t h e r e p e a l o f t h e 

a n t i - C a t h o l i c laws. W i l l i n g t o n was served by Crook's C a t h o l i c 

m i s s i o n , u n t i l t h e v i l l a g e s e t up i t s own m i s s i o n i n 1877. 

E d u c a t i o n was i m p o r t a n t t o t h e church because i t i n s t i l l e d 

C a t h o l i c c a t e c h i s m a t an e a r l y age, and t h e r e f o r e a school was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n W i l l i n g t o n i n 1873 p r i o r t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f a 

c h u r c h . When W i l l i n g t o n became a m i s s i o n s t a t i o n , t h e school 

u n t i l 1905 s e r v e d as b o t h a church and e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n . 

The m i s s i o n . Our Lady o f P e r p e t u a l Succour, had t o o p e r a t e out 

o f a s c h o o l because t h e l a r g e l y I r i s h c o n g r e g a t i o n was t o o poor 

t o b u i l d a c h u r c h . 

F a t h e r A l o y s i u s Hosten (1841-1923), a B e l g i a n p r i e s t 

o r d a i n e d a t Ushaw, became W i l l i n g t o n ' s f i r s t r e s i d e n t p r i e s t and 

m i n i s t e r e d i n t h e v i l l a g e u n t i l h i s d e a t h . P r i o r t o h i s a r r i v a l . 
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C a t h o l i c s i n W i l l i n g t o n were served by t h e Crook C a t h o l i c p r i e s t . 

Hosten was g r e a t l y admired and l o v e d by h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . I n h i s 

s i l v e r j u b i l e e as p r i e s t (1894) , W i l l i n g t o n C a t h o l i c s had a g r e a t 

c e l e b r a t i o n . The c o n g r e g a t i o n p r e s e n t e d him w i t h a g o l d watch and 

c o n s t a n t l y i n t e r r u p t e d h i s thank-you address w i t h cheers. While 

Rev Ruxton i r r i t a t e d and a l i e n a t e d h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n , Hosten was 

busy g a t h e r i n g C a t h o l i c s around t h e church. When he d i e d i n 

1923, h i s body was b u r i e d i n a s p e c i a l p l o t near t h e church 

e n t r a n c e . 

A p a r t from t h e s c h o o l , t h e church o f f e r e d o t h e r a t t r a c t i o n s . 

St P a t r i c k ' s Day became a major f e s t i v a l i n t h e 1860s. I n 

W i l l i n g t o n , c e l e b r a t i o n s began w i t h a parade l e d by t h e C a t h o l i c 

Temperance S o c i e t y . Green r i b b o n and shamrocks adorned a l l t h e 

C a t h o l i c b u i l d i n g s en r o u t e . The f e s t i v i t i e s ended w i t h an 

e v e n i n g c o n c e r t t h a t was crowded every year. C a t h o l i c s o c i a l 

c l u b s e x i s t e d — t h e C a t h o l i c Young Men's S o c i e t y , C a t h o l i c 

L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e and t h e Shamrock F o o t b a l l Club e x i s t e d t o 

c a t e r s p e c i f i c a l l y t o C a t h o l i c s . Our Blessed Lady's Temperance, 

S i c k and B u r i a l S o c i e t y , formed i n 1862, and t h e W i l l i n g t o n 

Branch o f t h e Northumberland and Durham D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l o f 

C a t h o l i c B e n e f i t S o c i e t i e s were b o t h f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s c a t e r i n g 

t o C a t h o l i c s , o t h e r w i s e n o t p r o t e c t e d s i n c e most C a t h o l i c s worked 

a t low p a y i n g c o l l i e r y j o b s , which l a c k e d t h e u n i o n b e n e f i t s 

o f f e r e d t o h i g h e r wage e a r n e r s ( i . e . hewers). 

A C a t h o l i c Church e v e n t u a l l y opened i n 1905. S t r a k e r and 

Love c o n t r i b u t e d £100 t o i t s b u i l d i n g f u n d . The a t t a c h e d 

cemetery had a l r e a d y been c o n s e c r a t e d by t h e Bishop o f Hexham and 

Newcastle i n 1884. The C a t h o l i c c o n g r e g a t i o n was q u i t e l a r g e i n 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e number o f C a t h o l i c s l i v i n g i n t h e v i l l a g e . 

I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e were 852 C a t h o l i c s i n W i l l i n g t o n i n 
1 ? 

1882, 452 o f which a t t e n d e d E a s t e r Communion t h a t year. Roman 

C a t h o l i c s , m a i n l y I r i s h , remained l o y a l t o t h e i r church and i t s 

a c t i v i t i e s . The more s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e t h e y s u f f e r e d , t h e more 

t i g h t l y k n i t t h e i r community became. 

The Roman C a t h o l i c Church and t h e Church o f England were t h e 

e s t a b l i s h e d churches i n W i l l i n g t o n , and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note 

t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s . The C a t h o l i c church was t h e I r i s h people's 

c h u r c h . I t was n o t a l i e n o r t o o high-brow f o r t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h Hosten was a f o r e i g n e r , h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e 

c o n g r e g a t i o n was one o f warmth and u n d e r s t a n d i n g . He was g r e a t l y 

admired by t h e C a t h o l i c community and h i s persona p r o b a b l y helped 

f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h t h e C a t h o l i c church i n W i l l i n g t o n . The A n g l i c a n 

Church, on t h e o t h e r hand, had major problems i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 

i t s e l f i n W i l l i n g t o n . Ruxton's p e r s o n a l i t y was u n s u i t e d f o r a 

n o r t h e r n m i n i n g v i l l a g e , y e t t h a t was n o t t h e s o l e problem t h e 

ch u r c h f a c e d . Ruxton had no c u r a t e f o r a l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e and 

had t o cope w i t h a l a r g e , newly-developed d i s u n i t e d community. 

Hosten had a t l e a s t t h e advantage o f m i n i s t e r i n g t o o n l y one 

group o f people — t h e I r i s h ; Ruxton had t o d e a l w i t h people from 

a l l o v er B r i t a i n . The t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t r o v e r s y over r i t u a l i s m , 

w h i c h Ruxton d e c i d e d t o adopt, d i d n o t h e l p t h e A n g l i c a n 

c o n g r e g a t i o n e i t h e r . The most e l u c i d a t i n g comment on St 

Stephen's p o s i t i o n i n t h e community i s summed up by a W i l l i n g t o n 

churchman i n 1870: 
I must own t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e o f us, t h e 
members o f t h e chur c h , i s v e r y f e e b l e f o r 
good h e r e ; our a c t i o n d i s u n i t e d ; t h a t our 
chur c h i s d i s o r g a n i z e d , and t h a t we a r e 
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r a p i d l y becoming a byeword and a reproach 
among our neighbours.^3 

Methodist New Connexion 

The s t r o n g e s t Methodist group i n W i l l i n g t o n was the New 

Connexion, and not purely out of r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n . Joseph 

Love, h i m s e l f a l o c a l preacher, ensured t h a t the congregation 

grew by f o r c i n g S t r a k e r and Love workmen to j o i n the f a i t h . 

Workers had t o s t a t e t h e i r r e l i g i o u s a l l e g i a n c e before they were 

able to s i g n the bond. Other Methodist groups were unable to 

gain a f i r m foothold i n W i l l i n g t o n u n t i l the e a r l y 1870s. By 

t h a t time, Love had recognized t h e i r r i g h t to c o - e x i s t with the 

New Connexion, f o r they no longer threatened the l a t t e r ' s strong 

congregation. The f i r s t chapel, s i t u a t e d a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , 

was b u i l t i n 1845. As the congregation enlarged, another chapel 

was b u i l t i n Chapel S t r e e t and Mrs Joseph Love l a i d the 

foundation stone i n 1855. The new chapel accommodated seven 

hundred people. By c o n t r a s t , the p a r i s h church only accommodated 

t h r e e hundred, which i l l u s t r a t e s the s i z e of the New Connexion 

congregation. Lord Boyne donated the Chapel S t r e e t s i t e . Joseph 

Love, John S t r a k e r and t h e i r company contributed to the chapel 

b u i l d i n g fund. Throughout t h e i r l i v e s , Joseph Love and Robinson 

Ferens l i b e r a l l y donated to the chapel. Unlike other d i s s e n t i n g 

r e l i g i o n s , the New Connexionists were r a r e l y troubled with 

f i n a n c i a l matters. 

Methodists were firm b e l i e v e r s i n Sunday school and i t i s 

probable t h a t W i l l i n g t o n New Connexionists e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r 

school i n the 1840s. Up u n t i l 1873, the New Connexion Sunday 

school was the only a l t e r n a t i v e to the National School. Straker 
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and Love supported the school f i n a n c i a l l y by providing the master 

with a house, f r e e c o a l and an annual s a l a r y . C o l l i e r y workmen 

o u t f i t t e d and r e p a i r e d the school. Mrs Joseph Love gave the 

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n and tea c h e r s an annual t e a . Children marched i n 

pr o c e s s i o n through W i l l i n g t o n and past the Love residence. Then 

Mrs Love came out of her house and handed out oranges/nuts to 

each c h i l d . I n 1857, over eig h t hundred c h i l d r e n p a r t i c i p a t e d 

i n the event. The new Sunday school, opened i n 1874, was 

dedicated to Joseph Love. 

A l a r g e m a j o r i t y of meetings and l e c t u r e s held i n the New 

Connexion chapel were c h a i r e d by Joseph Love, h i s family or 

c o l l i e r y o f f i c i a l s . Aside from Joseph Love, I s a a c Pearson Love, 

Robinson Ferens, W.L. Gott and R. Thwaites freguently chaired 

meetings. S i n c e most of the congregation c o n s i s t e d of Straker 

and Love workmen, i t i s evident t h a t the s o c i a l p o s i t i o n of 

members p a r a l l e l e d t h a t found a t the c o l l i e r y . Leaders i n the 

chapel were a l s o l e a d e r s a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . 

The Methodist New Connexion was a c t u a l l y a minority 

methodist s e c t i n England, but Joseph Love and Robinson Feren's 

involvement made i t a l a r g e methodist group i n County Durham. 

W i l l i n g t o n , understandably, had the l a r g e s t New Connexion 

membership i n County Durham and had i t s own c i r c u i t . Chapels 

throughout Durham were financed by the Love family and Ferens, 

h i m s e l f , helped to found the Sunderland c i r c u i t . Most of Ferens 

a c t i v i t i e s were channelled through the Durham c i r c u i t , s i n c e he 

r e s i d e d t h e r e a f t e r e s t a b l i s h i n g himself i n Will i n g t o n . The 

impetus t h a t the New Connexion r e c e i v e d from Joseph Love i s c l e a r 

by the examination of the l o c a l preachers' plan. I n 1863, ten 
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New Connexion l a y preachers r e s i d e d i n W i l l i n g t o n — Joseph Love, 

T.D. Stephenson, R. Dalton, H. Ridley, T.T. Rushworth, D. Coates, 

W. Conn, R.S. Hume, J . Catcheside and W.L. Gott. Wesleyan 

Methodists, however, d i d not even have one r e s i d e n t l a y preacher 

i n W i l l i n g t o n by 1871. 

P r i m i t i v e Methodists 

The P r i m i t i v e s had great d i f f i c u l t y i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 

themselves i n W i l l i n g t o n . Joseph Love's q u e l l i n g of any 

opposition t o the New Connexion d e a l t P r i m i t i v e Methodism a 

severe blow. C o l l i e r y o f f i c i a l s would not bind P r i m i t i v e s u n t i l 

they converted to the New Connexion. But a small and determined 

group of P r i m i t i v e s s t a r t e d to worship under James Wilson of 

Crook. I n 1853, they moved to Christopher Holmes' kitchen i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . Then they r e l o c a t e d to a j o i n e r ' s (Ralph Worrell) 

l o f t where he e r e c t e d a p u l p i t and s e t of s t a i r s . Both Holmes 

and W o r r e l l were men independent of Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . The 

movement grew to warrant the b u i l d i n g of a chapel i n 1863. The 

P r i m i t i v e s soon outgrew i t and b u i l t a l a r g e r chapel to seat f i v e 

hundred people i n 1881. I n 1906, the Bishop Auckland C i r c u i t 

d i v i d e d to c r e a t e the W i l l i n g t o n C i r c u i t . 

Most of the congregation were S t r a k e r and Love workers — 

miners, coke drawers, cokeburners, blacksmiths, horsekeepers, 

d o g g e r s , masons, b r i c k l a y e r s and c i n d e r drawers. P r i m i t i v e s 

were working c l a s s g r a s s root methodists who b e l i e v e d : 

I t o f f e r e d them a formula f o r s e l f - r e s p e c t i n a 
world t h a t c o n s t a n t l y t o l d them they were rough, 
uncultured, a n i m a l - l i k e , and a prey to every 
pa s s i n g whim and emotion. P r i m i t i v e s condemned 
a l l those aspects of popular c u l t u r e t h a t might 
provide a warrant f o r these s l u r s . H 
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The P r i m i t i v e s had t h e i r own Sunday school and temperance league. 

On W i l l i n g t o n Race Day, the chapel provided a d i v e r s i o n for 

a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n i n the form of a parade, t ea and f i e l d 

s p o r t s . E v e n t u a l l y , the P r i m i t i v e s became acceptable w i t h i n the 

community. S t r a k e r and Love donated £100 to the 1881 chapel 

b u i l d i n g fund. 

Wesleyan Methodists 

The Wesleyans s u f f e r e d the same problems as the P r i m i t i v e 

Methodists. When the s o c i e t y f i r s t entered Willington i n 1863, 

they found i t d i f f i c u l t to f i n d accommodation. Joseph Love did 

not want them i n the v i l l a g e . The Wesleyans persevered however 

and s t a r t e d worshipping i n David M i t c h e l l ' s house. When they 

outgrew t h a t , the s o c i e t y moved to a blacksmith's shop i n Low 

W i l l i n g t o n . Growing i n s i z e , the Wesleyans opened t h e i r own 

chapel i n Lydia S t r e e t i n 1876. By t h a t time, they had firmly 

e s t a b l i s h e d themselves i n Wi l l i n g t o n . Joseph Love, J . Straker 

and Robinson Ferens each contributed to the chapel b u i l d i n g fund. 

The Wesleyan Sunday school was w e l l attended — 370 pup i l s 

i n 1896. I n t h a t same year the Wesleyans b u i l t a Sunday school 

to accommodate 500 c h i l d r e n . Needless to say, S t r a k e r and Love 

co n t r i b u t e d to the fund. Mrs. J.H. S t r a k e r l a i d the foundation 

stone. I n s p i t e of the s i z e of the Sunday school, the 

congregation s t a r t e d to stagnate. I n 1906, Rev David Pughe 

r e v i v e d the s o c i e t y with h i s C h r i s t i a n Brotherhood movement. 

Week by week the congregation grew l a r g e r , u n t i l Pughe had to 

hold h i s sermons i n the open a i r . Three to four thousand people 

assembled on the flower show f i e l d to l i s t e n . The Willington 

116 



S i l v e r Band played the hymns. They were the l a r g e s t 

congregations ever seen i n the v i l l a g e . The movement petered out 

when Pughe moved to another area. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to determine which churches charged pew 

r e n t s . S t Stephen's, b u i l t to s e a t three hundred, kept t h i r t y 

s e a t s a s i d e f o r the poor, which suggests a pew rent system. The 

t r u s t e e records of the Wesleyans show t h a t they did charge pew 

r e n t s . Some s i d e s e a t s were s e t a s i d e f o r the poor. I n 1894, 

221 s e a t s were l e t c o s t i n g l s 6 d to 6s per pew or 6d to I s per 

s e a t . Stewards ensured t h a t s e a t s were only occupied by the 

proper persons. The pew system was g r a d u a l l y phased out i n the 

l a t e nineteenth century and replaced with an o f f e r t o r y . Many 

people b e l i e v e d t h a t the pew system s t r e s s e d c l a s s i n f e r i o r i t y 

and discouraged church attendance. 

Joseph Love, without a doubt, t r i e d to hinder development 

of the P r i m i t i v e and Wesleyan congregations. He was determined 

t h a t the New Connexionists should prosper and he intimidated h i s 

employees and l o c a l merchants from g i v i n g other methodist groups 

any support. The smallness of the Anglican congregation and the 

f u t i l i t y i n t r y i n g to convert C a t h o l i c s (almost impossible) 

probably spared them a d i r e c t confrontation with the c o l l i e r y . 

And h e l p i n g with the c o n s t r u c t i o n of St Stephen's won Love p r a i s e 

i n Durham C i t y (and with the Bishop of Durham). The success of 

h i s New Connexion campaign, h i s removal to Durham C i t y , and h i s 

advancing y e a r s , meant t h a t Joseph Love could show more tolerance 

and even token generosity to the other methodist s e c t s . His 

death i n 1875 allowed the chapels to blossom undisturbed. 
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P r e s b y t e r i a n s , Mormons, B a p t i s t s and Quakers 

Aside from the main r e l i g i o n s i n Willin g t o n , as already 

d i s c u s s e d above, a small group of others a t t r a c t e d a minority 

i n t e r e s t . The S o c i e t y of Friends did v i s i t W i l l i n g t o n i n 1865 

and claimed a couple of converts, but the movement v i r t u a l l y 

died. The B a p t i s t s e s t a b l i s h e d a pla c e of worship i n the High 

S t r e e t i n 1881, but never had enough i n t e r e s t to merit b u i l d i n g 

a chapel. An American missionary, from the Church of L a t t e r Day 

S a i n t s , found i t d i f f i c u l t to convince W i l l i n g t o n i a n s to j o i n the 

Mormons. The unfortunate preacher ended up defending h i s f a i t h 

r a t h e r than preaching i t on a s t r e e t corner when he was faced 

with a barrage of questions from a l o c a l Wesleyan preacher.^ ^ 

The P r e s b y t e r i a n s , however, did manage to gain a foothold 

i n W i l l i n g t o n . I n 1876, P r e s b y t e r i a n r e s i d e n t s are f i r s t 

mentioned as p a r t of Crook Presbytery Church. When the P r i m i t i v e 

Methodists vacated t h e i r old chapel i n 1881, the Presbyterians 

acquired i t as t h e i r mission s t a t i o n i n Will i n g t o n . The 

congregation t r i e d f o r s e v e r a l years to have missionary Mark. W. 

Robson ordained, but i n v a i n . I t was not u n t i l 1903, that h i s 

succ e s s o r , William Jobson, was ordained and the mission became 

the W i l l i n g t o n P r e s b y t e r i a n Church. Although the Presbyterians 

managed to f i n d themselves a church, t h e i r congregation remained 

s m a l l . I n 1903, the church had only 64 members and 155 c h i l d r e n 

i n the Sunday school. The congregation was mainly composed of 

working c l a s s people, most of whom were employed a t Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y . The most prominent members of the church were James 

A l l i s o n (agent Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ) and William Cochrane 

(surveyor of mines). The P r e s b y t e r i a n s , l i k e the Roman 
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C a t h o l i c s , were born i n t o the f a i t h and not converts. Although 

t h e r e i s a l i n k between S c o t t i s h immigration and the r i s e of 

Presbyterianism, t h i s l i n k i s harder to e s t a b l i s h than that 

between the I r i s h and Roman Cath o l i c i s m . Despite the Sunday 

school. C h r i s t i a n Endeavour Society, Temperance League and no pew 

r e n t s , the church began to dwindle. I n 1959, i t was di s s o l v e d 

and the 37 remaining members t r a n s f e r r e d to Crook Presbyterian 

Church. 

EDUCATION 

Elementary Education 

Schooling i n B r i t a i n i n the e a r l y nineteenth century was the 

pr e r o g a t i v e of the wealthy, which excluded the majority of 

c h i l d r e n i n the country. Voluntary schools (schools t h a t r e l i e d 

on donations or sponsorship) were not widespread and va r i e d 

g r e a t l y i n t h e i r educational a b i l i t i e s . The f i r s t attempt at 

int r o d u c i n g mass education to working c l a s s c h i l d r e n was through 

the Sunday school movement. D i s s e n t e r s f i r m l y believed that each 

i n d i v i d u a l should be f u n c t i o n a l l y l i t e r a t e i n order to read the 

b i b l e . S ince no i n s t i t u t i o n o f f e r e d b a s i c l i t e r a c y on a mass 

s c a l e , the D i s s e n t e r s t r i e d through a Sunday school program. The 

suc c e s s of the Sunday schools encouraged D i s s e n t e r s to e s t a b l i s h 

i n 1809 formal voluntary schools nationwide known as B r i t i s h 

s chools which had r e l i g i o n as par t of the curriculum. The Church 

of England, n a t u r a l l y , did not want Anglican c h i l d r e n attending 

an " i n d o c t r i n a t i n g " d i s s e n t i n g school sb e s t a b l i s h e d National 

schools nationwide to provide an Anglican form of education. 

Although both the National and B r i t i s h schools were numerous 
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and well-attended, not a l l areas i n B r i t a i n had access to an 

elementary school. Parliament r e c t i f i e d t h i s s i t u a t i o n i n 1870 

when i t e s t a b l i s h e d s t a t e (or board) schools to be located i n 

area s which lacked or had i n s u f f i c i e n t school space for the 

number of c h i l d r e n i n the area. Therefore England had a unique 

ed u c a t i o n a l system. S o c i a l c l a s s e s were p h y s i c a l l y separated 

i n t o p u b l i c or N a t i o n a l / B r i t i s h / B o a r d schools. Wealthy c h i l d r e n 

d i d not go to the same schools as those of the working c l a s s e s . 

And the middle c l a s s s t r i v e d to send t h e i r c h i l d r e n to more 

s o c i a l l y accepted p u b l i c schools. The l a c k of s o c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n 

among c h i l d r e n had severe consequences l a t e r i n adult l i f e . I f 

c h i l d r e n d i d not understand one another, there was no p o s s i b i l i t y 

t h a t labour and management would e i t h e r . 

Miners regarded l i t e r a c y as the key to success. L i t e r a t e 

miners had more oppo r t u n i t i e s f o r promotion and could better 

defend themselves a g a i n s t the c o a l owners. The miners' unions 

saw l i t e r a c y as a way of making mineworkers equal to t h e i r 

employers. I t i s hardly s u r p r i s i n g t h e r e f o r e t h a t the slogan 

"knowledge i s power" graced many union banners. Although miners 

wanted t h e i r c h i l d r e n to be l i t e r a t e , the type of education they 

chose v a r i e d a great d e a l . Some f a m i l i e s b e l i e v e d t h a t Sunday 

schools were adequate educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , while others 

wanted t h e i r c h i l d r e n to attend e s t a b l i s h e d elementary schools. 

Economics played a major r o l e i n many school c h i l d r e n ' s 

education. Parents wanted l i t e r a t e c h i l d r e n y et f e l t t h a t boys 

should c o n t r i b u t e to the family budget. Boys were expected to 

j o i n t h e i r f a t h e r s a t the p i t , as soon as they were able. 

S e v e r a l l a d s l e f t t h i s week. A new seam of 
c o a l commenced a t the c o l l i e r y . Consequently, 
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l a d s wanted. 

Another f a c t o r t h a t deterred parents from sending t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n to school was the expense involved. Before the 

Education Act of 1891, elementary education was not f r e e . 

Parents had to pay school pence fo r t h e i r c h i l d r e n to attend 

c l a s s e s . Although elementary education became compulsory i n 

1880, school wardens could not force f a m i l i e s to send t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n to school i f they could not a f f o r d or did not want to 

pay school f e e s . The government began s u b s i d i z i n g p r i v a t e 

schools i n the 1830s, but i n s p i t e of an i n c r e a s e i n grants a f t e r 

1862, many schools s t i l l lacked the finances to operate 

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t l y . 

The f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d elementary school i n Willington was 

the National School b u i l t i n 1851. There i s evidence that a 

small p r i v a t e school e x i s t e d p r i o r to i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , but no 

records of i t have su r v i v e d . The Hamilton-Russells donated the 

s i t e f o r the National School and Mrs S t r a k e r , Mrs A.D. Shafto and 

Rev A.D. Shafto donated money towards i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . John 

S t r a k e r paid f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the teacher's residence and 

the enlargement of the school i n 1860. J u s t over one hundred 

c h i l d r e n , mostly from mining f a m i l i e s , attended the school when 

i t f i r s t opened. C o l l i e r y c h i l d r e n went to the National school 

because S t r a k e r and Love did not b u i l d a c o l l i e r y school at 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , but a t Oakenshaw, which was too f a r away for 

most c o l l i e r y c h i l d r e n . As a consequence, the company subsidized 

each c o l l i e r y c h i l d attending the National school 2d per week 

from 1863. Rev Ruxton, school manager, was angered at Straker 

and Love's l a c k of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n not s u b s i d i z i n g the school 
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from i t s i n c e p t i o n and blind n e s s i n not s u b s i d i z i n g a large 

number of c o l l i e r y c h i l d r e n attending schools elsewhere. Joseph 

S t r a k e r ' s annual Christmas dinner t r e a t of r o a s t beef and plum 

pudding f o r the c h i l d r e n was another example of Straker and 

Love's g e n e r o s i t y to the school. 

The Roman C a t h o l i c elementary school opened i n 1873. I t was 

e s p e c i a l l y important w i t h i n the C a t h o l i c community because the 

school room doubled as a chapel u n t i l 1905. The Roman C a t h o l i c 

Church feared t h a t i f C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n attended non-Catholic 

s c h o o l s , t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s would be i r r e v e r s i b l y a l t e r e d . 

The church's c o n v i c t i o n t h a t education and r e l i g i o n were 

i n s e p a r a b l e i n s u l a t e d the C a t h o l i c s c h o o l c h i l d r e n from the other 

v i l l a g e c h i l d r e n . As a r e s u l t the C a t h o l i c school tended to 

d i s t a n c e i t s e l f from the other v i l l a g e schools. The school board 

repeatedly demanded attendance rep o r t s from the C a t h o l i c school 

without s u c c e s s . Father Hosten safeguarded the school's 

i n t e r e s t s by h i s s e a t on the board during the f i r s t few years of 

i t s e x i s t e n c e . He was replaced by James Daley and Nathan Coates 

S i d d l e , both major C a t h o l i c community f i g u r e s . 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s t h i r d elementary school was the Board school, 

which opened i n 1881. The Wil l i n g t o n School Board decided to 

e r e c t a board school i n 1879, when the school warden reported 

t h a t the d i s t r i c t was short 292 school spaces. By the time the 

school opened i n 1881, the d e f i c i e n c y i n a v a i l a b l e spaces had 

in c r e a s e d . The board had a l s o f a i l e d to r e a l i z e t h a t d i s s e n t i n g 

p a r e n t s , who sent t h e i r c h i l d r e n predominantly to the National 

school, d i d so out of desperation. W i l l i n g t o n had an Anglican 

and C a t h o l i c school, but no p r o v i s i o n s f o r P r o t e s t a n t d i s s e n t e r s . 
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The D i s s e n t e r s only choice was to send t h e i r c h i l d r e n to the 

Board school s i n c e the nearest B r i t i s h school was i n Oakenshaw 

(opened i n 1882). When the Board school opened, there was a mass 

t r a n s f e r of c h i l d r e n from other v i l l a g e schools to the new 

non-denominational Board school and of p r e v i o u s l y unaccommodated 

c h i l d r e n i n t o the former schools. 

Within one week of the school's opening, i t was so f u l l that 

no more c h i l d r e n could be r e g i s t e r e d . Teachers were dismayed 

t h a t h a l f of the p u p i l s knew nothing and many had never been to 

school before. The crowding was so great, t h a t teachers used the 

covered playground as a classroom. Excess p u p i l s could not be 

t r a n s f e r r e d because a l l the other W i l l i n g t o n schools were f u l l . 

I n 1891, 715 c h i l d r e n appeared on the r e g i s t e r , yet the school 

only accommodated 537. As one exasperated teacher exclaimed: 

"Where can I p l a c e them?" ^8 

Independent of the three main elementary schools i n 

W i l l i n g t o n were small p r i v a t e ones. Mr Henry St Montagu and Miss 

A. A l l e n ran t h e i r own schools. Miss A l l e n , a former National 

school teacher, l e f t the school i n 1889 to e s t a b l i s h her own 

i n s t i t u t i o n . Approximately t h i r t y c h i l d r e n l e f t to j o i n her. 

According to contemporary accounts. Miss A l l e n ran the l a r g e s t 

p r i v a t e school i n W i l l i n g t o n (40 p u p i l s i n 1889)]^ No evidence 

e x i s t s of how these p r i v a t e schools operated. Music teachers for 

piano and v i o l i n must have e x i s t e d . The London College of Music 

even o f f e r e d music theory examinations a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e . The most popular form of elementary 

education was Sunday schools. Sunday schools were not merely 

p l a c e s of r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n , but they taught the b a s i c s — 
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reading and w r i t i n g . Sunday schools were not o f f i c i a l l y 

acknowledged educational i n s t i t u t i o n s , but they provided 

rudimentary education to many c h i l d r e n who did not have the 

opportunity to attend an elementary school. Working boys had the 

chance to go to school on Sundays, so many parents were not 

concerned with stopping t h e i r c h i l d ' s elementary school education 

and sending them to work; the c h i l d r e n could l e a r n the same 

l e s s o n s a t Sunday school. The New Connexion Sunday school 

provided d i s s e n t e r s with the only a l t e r n a t i v e to the National 

School f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . S t r a k e r and Love subsidized the 

school, no doubt, due to Joseph Love's i n t e r e s t i n the church. 

The Wesleyans, P r i m i t i v e s and Pr e s b y t e r i a n s a l l e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r 

own Sunday schools. The p a r i s h church formed a Sunday school i n 

1890 separate from the National school. Apart from rudimentary 

education, Sunday schools provided entertainment and excursions 

f o r the c h i l d r e n . 

W i l l i n g t o n schools had to deal with three major problems — 

overcrowding, epidemics, and attendance. Overcrowding reached 

an acute c r i s i s i n the National school i n the 1890s (see above) . 

The number of p u p i l s on the r e g i s t e r s f a r outweighed the 

accommodation a v a i l a b l e f o r them. P e r f e c t attendance would have 

c r e a t e d severe problems f o r the te a c h e r s . The Roman C a t h o l i c 

school, on the other hand, did not have a s e r i o u s overcrowding 

problem, as attendance f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e . 

Table 3.2 School Accommodation 
School Accommodation Average Attendance 
Board 636 (1893) 350 (1881) 82.3 
National 274 (1882) 85.6 
Roman C a t h o l i c 220 (1882) 80.7 
Miss A l l e n ' s 40 (1881) 75.0 
Source: Durham Chr o n i c l e , K e l l y ' s D i r e c t o r y 
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Plan o f Wesleyan School 1896 ( L y d i a S t r e e t ) 
Source: DCRO, W i l l i n g t o n U.D.C. reco r d s 

The classes were a l l h e l d i n one room except the i n f a n t s , 
Note the s a n i t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s p r o v i d e d f o r the c h i l d r e n 
and t h e l a r g e number o f windows f o r v e n t i l a t i o n . I t i s 
pr o b a b l e t h a t o t h e r schools were b u i l t a l o n g the same 
l i n e . 
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Although i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n attended other 

schools, r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n served to ensure that p u p i l s 

attended t h e i r own educational i n s t i t u t i o n s . Roman C a t h o l i c s 

went to the C a t h o l i c school, Anglicans the National school and 

a l l o thers the Board school. There i s an i n d i c a t i o n , however, 

t h a t c h i l d r e n attended the nearest schools to them, regardless 

of r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s . The National school was s i t u a t e d at Low 

W i l l i n g t o n near the church, the C a t h o l i c school at High 

W i l l i n g t o n and the Board school l a y o f f the main s t r e e t somewhere 

i n the middle. For a small c h i l d l i v i n g i n Low Willington, i t 

could take him/her over h a l f an hour to walk up to the C a t h o l i c 

school. I c y and wet conditions made i t dangerous for c h i l d r e n 

to walk long d i s t a n c e s , f o r they could catch c o l d s i t t i n g i n wet 

c l o t h e s a t school. Therefore parents often sent small c h i l d r e n 

t o the n e a r e s t school d e s p i t e t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . 

A more i r r i t a t i n g problem than overcrowding was attendance, 

or r a t h e r l a c k of i t . The school board kept records on attendance 

l e v e l s and t r u a n t i n g caused s e r i o u s problems. Before the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of f r e e elementary education, absent p u p i l s meant 

a l o s s to the school income. I n 1882, the National schoolmaster 

sent two p u p i l s out to f e t c h a t r u a n t , thereby handling the 

s i t u a t i o n without informing the schoolwarden or the c h i l d ' s 

parents. Another master had to take more s t r i n g e n t measures: 

Two of the fourth standard l a d s are very g u i l t y 
of t r u a n t i n g . I have t r i e d many means to cure 
them such as p u b l i c and p r i v a t e corporal 
punishment; s o l i t a r y confinement; reasoning 
with them, and f o r g i v i n g them, but without 
s u c c e s s . As a l a s t r e s o r t , and an example to 
the r e s t of the school, I have dismissed them.^^ 

Many t e a c h e r s were bewildered when they walked int o the school 
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and faced half-empty classrooms. The c i r c u s , f a i r s , r aces, galas 

and s p o r t s competitions e n t i c e d many c h i l d r e n i n t o truancy. 

Schools r e l u c t a n t l y had to c l o s e h a l f days to allow c h i l d r e n to 

attend these events. Sanctioned h o l i d a y s included r e l i g i o u s 

days, school v a c a t i o n , and s p e c i a l events such as the United 

Sunday School e x c u r s i o n s . Teachers were l e s s w i l l i n g to accept 

other events, l i k e important f o o t b a l l matches, as legitimate 

excuses. 

The c o l l i e r y a f f e c t e d school attendance on a large s c a l e . 

I n times of depression, S t r a k e r and Love l a i d the p i t s i d l e . 

Unemployed men moved away with t h e i r f a m i l i e s i n search of work 

elsewhere. 

30 c h i l d r e n have l e f t the school i n two 
months - t h i s i s owing to the owners of 
the c o l l i e r y d i s charging men.21 

Large numbers of c h i l d r e n were absent during s t r i k e s . S t r i k i n g 

f a m i l i e s could not a f f o r d to pay school pence and needed the 

c h i l d r e n to help a t home. Children were l e s s l i k e l y to be 

punished by S t r a k e r and Love fo r scavenging c o a l , and parents 

sent them out to get c o a l and gather b e r r i e s . An entry on 

October 23, 1863 read: 

S e v e r a l c h i l d r e n are absent today. Some are 
gathering potatoes and others b l a c k b e r r i e s ; the 
pitmen have not gone to work ye t . I am a f r a i d 
the s t r i k e w i l l m a t e r i a l l y a f f e c t the school 
attendance. 

The schools did t r y to help working c l a s s c h i l d r e n from 

d e p r i v a t i o n during s t r i k e s . Needy c h i l d r e n were given meals and 

c l o t h i n g . School concerts r a i s e d money for the r e l i e f e f f o r t . 

The g r e a t e s t concern f o r teachers was the spread of 

epidemics — s c a r l e t fever, i n f l u e n z a , measles, smallpox, 
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typhoid, d i p h t h e r i a — not j u s t among the c h i l d r e n but the 

te a c h e r s as w e l l . The S a n i t a r y Authority r e g u l a r l y closed 

schools down f o r s e v e r a l weeks i f they f e l t t h a t too many cases 

of a d i s e a s e occurred i n one plac e . 

We have been very much handicapped t h i s year — 
f i r s t a c o l l i e r y explosion, whereby 22 [ s i c ] 
l i v e s were l o s t — t h i s upset the work for 2 
weeks — secondly — school c l o s e d for 5 weeks 
by order of the S a n i t a r y Authority. 23 

One m i s t r e s s was h i g h l y s c e p t i c a l of t h i s measure. She f e l t that 

the c l o s u r e of the schools enabled c h i l d r e n from d i f f e r e n t 

schools to have more contact with one another and therefore 

d i s e a s e s were spread r a t h e r than contained. 

I s o l a t i o n here i s p r a c t i c a l l y impossible 
and "measles" i s but l i g h t l y regarded by the 
ma j o r i t y of the people, hence the c l o s i n g of 
the schools brings about the intermingling 
c h i l d r e n from i n f e c t e d and non-infected 
c e n t r e s . . . 24-

Robert C o l l s maintains t h a t education was an agent of s o c i a l 

c o n t r o l ? 5 And h i s view i s one t h a t i s shared by many h i s t o r i a n s . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d education, they a s s e r t , was not an i n t e l l e c t u a l 

a c t i v i t y but a means of i n d o c t r i n a t i n g c h i l d r e n with work habits 

and d i s c i p l i n e . C o l l i e r y owners s u b s i d i z e d or provided c o l l i e r y 

s chools i n order t h a t the next generation of workers would be 

t r a i n e d , d i s c i p l i n e d and obedient. Applied to Willington, t h i s 

argument i s i l l - f o u n d e d . S t r a k e r and Love subsidized the 

National School, y e t there i s no evidence to suggest that the 

c o l l i e r y d i c t a t e d to the school i t s curriculum or methods of 

d i s c i p l i n i n g c h i l d r e n . I n f a c t , many c h i l d r e n received no 

subsidy from the company a t a l l , e s p e c i a l l y the Roman C a t h o l i c s . 

The Sunday schools were dependent upon donations, but i t i s 

doubtful t h a t the c o l l i e r y i nfluenced t h e i r goals and agendas. 
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The S t r a k e r and Love f a m i l i e s were C h r i s t i a n s and believed that 

m o r a l i t y should be i n s t i l l e d i n t o the c h i l d r e n , but t h i s b e l i e f 

was more of a personal sentiment r a t h e r than a company d i r e c t i v e . 

Joseph Love, himself, was a l a y preacher so h i s views on 

C h r i s t i a n i t y and Methodism were obviously quite strong. The 

school t e a c h e r s , through t h e i r logs, speak not of control or 

subjugation, but of education and the s o c i a l environment. The 

t e a c h e r s were concerned about the alarming number of "backward" 

c h i l d r e n . T h e i r t a s k was not to program the p u p i l s , but to teach 

them to be more informed people. School t r i p s , s l i d e l a n t e rn 

shows, and s p e c i a l guests i n the classrooms proves that 

W i l l i n g t o n t e a c h e r s considered l i t e r a c y as only p a r t of a c h i l d ' s 

elementary education. 

Secondary Education 

No secondary school e x i s t e d i n W i l l i n g t o n p r i o r to 1914. 

I n f a c t i t would have been i m p r a c t i c a l to b u i l d such a school i n 

a c o a l mining v i l l a g e . Many youths found work a t Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y as soon as they could l e g a l l y leave school. The large 

absences a t the National school during the Bishop Auckland 

h i r i n g s i n d i c a t e s t h a t employment was a more p r e s s i n g problem for 

the p u p i l s than f u r t h e r education. Before 1904, even i f a 

youngster wanted to continue with h i s / h e r education, the lack of 

funds i n most W i l l i n g t o n f a m i l i e s , excluded them from doing so. 

I n 1904, the Durham County Educational Committee began 

s c h o l a r s h i p examinations i n mathematics, E n g l i s h and general 

knowledge f o r grammar school f e e s . Three boys from the National 

school won the s c h o l a r s h i p s i n t h a t year and were able to attend 
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the n e a r e s t grammar school i n Bishop Auckland. A f t e r that date, 

more c h i l d r e n were able to f u r t h e r t h e i r education i n the same 

manner. 

F u r t h e r Education 

Many a d u l t s who lacked b a s i c elementary education or who 

wanted post-elementary education attended night school or used 

the s e r v i c e s of the v a r i o u s reading rooms. The Willington 

L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e , W i l l i n g t o n Mechanics' I n s t i t u t e and the 

W i l l i n g t o n Workmen's Newsroom of f e r e d working men the chance to 

improve themselves. The newsroom, lo c a t e d above a barbershop, 

was comfortable, neat and b r i g h t . Members read newspapers or 

played b a g a t e l l e and chess. The i n s t i t u t e s offered penny 

readings which were very popular. A s e r i e s of readings i n 1867 

had to t u r n crowds away a t the door. 

By the 1880s, the newsroom and i n s t i t u t e s had disappeared 

and a new o r g a n i z a t i o n , the Brancepeth C o l l i e r y L i t e r a r y 

I n s t i t u t e , came i n t o operation. R.L. Weeks, viewer, was e l e c t e d 

p r e s i d e n t . The i n s t i t u t e had a s e l e c t i o n of f o r t y newspapers and 

p e r i o d i c a l s comprising the Newcastle D a i l y Chronicle, Newcastle 

Leader, Newcastle J o u r n a l . North-Eastern Gazette, Northern Echo 

and Weekly C h r o n i c l e . Newspapers were not kept very long, but 

s o l d o f f a t reduced p r i c e s f o r those i n t e r e s t e d . S t r a k e r and 

Love sponsored the i n s t i t u t e and influenced i t s a c t i v i t i e s . The 

rooms were c l o s e d on Sunday and the i n s t i t u t e supported the 

Independent Order of Good Templars and i t s band. Lectures were 

designed to improve the morality of the workers, ra t h e r than 

appease t h e i r d e s i r e s . The i n f l u e n c e of S t r a k e r and Love i s 
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THE MINER'S GRAVE 

Here r e s t s beneath the earths c o l d s o i l , 
A sturdy son of honest t o i l ; 
No willow t r e e s weep here and wave 
I t simply i s a miner's grave. 

No woe or want w i l l vex him more, 
Although i n l i f e he was but poor; 
Yet he was food and kind to a l l , 
When they had need on him to c a l l . 

He was unknown to pomp or fame. 
Yet he lacked not i n a good name; 
And take h i s l i f e and c a r e f u l scan. 
Y o u ' l l f i n d he was an honest man. 

His bargue was oft-times roughly driven. 
Yet s t i l l the harbour sought was Heaven; 
For a l l who sought him, r i c h and poor. 
They found i n him, a f r i e n d most sure. 

And though he s l e e p s and murmurs not, 
His good deeds won't be soon forgot; 
For now from sorrow he's secure, 
'Twas simply f a t e ordained him poor. 

Excerpt from: The P o e t i c a l Works of Charles Wilson: 
The Pitman Poet Vol. I . London. 19? 

C h a r l e s Wilson (1891-1968) was a W i l l i n g t o n pitman and poet. He 
went down the p i t a t age 13 and he continued h i s education at 
nig h t school. He rose from the ranks of the Northumberland and 
Durham Miners' Permanent R e l i e f Fund, Brancepeth C P i t at 2 0 
y e a r s of age and a year l a t e r he was e l e c t e d a s s i s t a n t 
checkweighman a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . His l i t e r a r y achievements 
included a v a s t number of poems, of which the above i s one. His 
most famous poem, "The B a t t l e of L i f e " ( 1 9 1 4 ) , r a i s e d a large 
amount of money f o r the war e f f o r t . "The Miner's Grave", however 
i s r e m i n i s c e n t of h i s e a r l i e r l i f e as a miner. I t i s an 
i n t e r e s t i n g statement of working c l a s s values and how 
W i l l i n g t o n ' s mining community regarded themselves. 
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e x e m p l i f i e d by Joseph H. Love's p r e s e n t a t i o n to the i n s t i t u t e of 

a s t e e l engraved photograph of himself. 

I n 1888, the i n s t i t u t e s t a r t e d a s e r i e s of scie n c e c l a s s e s 

which were d i r e c t l y funded by S t r a k e r and Love. I t i s hardly 

s u r p r i s i n g t h a t J.G. Love, an o f f i c e apprentice a t Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y , won a f i r s t p r i z e award. A f t e r s i x years, Willington 

township placed the c l a s s e s under the Wi l l i n g t o n Local Board 

D i s t r i c t T e c h n i c a l Educational Committee. The c l a s s e s offered 

s u b j e c t s i n d r e s s c u t t i n g , laundry work, cookery, poultry keeping, 

geology, ambulance and p r i n c i p l e s of mining. S t . John's 

Ambulance A s s o c i a t i o n supervised the ambulance course. 

Other a s s o c i a t i o n s and i n s t i t u t e s o f f e r e d adult courses as 

w e l l . The W i l l i n g t o n Shorthand A s s o c i a t i o n gave c l a s s e s one night 

a week. The W i l l i n g t o n Church of England Evening Continuation 

School, s t a r t e d i n 1894, offered a r i t h m e t i c , human physiology, 

mensuration and sound, l i g h t and heat, c i t i z e n s h i p , French, 

geography, algebra, p h y s i c s , chemistry, needlework and drawing. 

C l a s s e s were two nig h t s per week. Evening courses however were 

not l i m i t e d to a d u l t s . Many s c h o o l c h i l d r e n attended night 

c l a s s e s . The church evening school divided a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n 

i n t o j u n i o r and s e n i o r c l a s s e s . Evening c l a s s e s had a high 

attendance r a t e , except when men worked overtime a t the c o l l i e r y 

or a major f e s t i v a l occurred ( i . e . h a r v e s t f e s t i v a l ) . 

The f u r t h e r education opportunities i n Willington were 

designed to help workers improve t h e i r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and t h e i r 

c h a r a c t e r . S t r a k e r and Love b e l i e v e d t h a t the Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e should s e t an example f o r the men to 

follow. L e c t u r e s involved d i s c u s s i o n s i n self-improvement. 
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e s p e c i a l l y t o t a l abstinence. The s c i e n c e c l a s s e s which offered 

work r e l a t e d courses f o r men and women were very s u c c e s s f u l . The 

Church evening c l a s s e s again o f f e r e d students courses i n 

self-improvement and employment t r a i n i n g . The f a c t that 

elementary s c h o o l c h i l d r e n a l s o went to some of the c l a s s e s , 

proves t h a t the c l a s s e s were of an academic r a t h e r than 

r e c r e a t i o n a l nature. There were s t i l l a l o t of Willington 

r e s i d e n t s who d i d not care to f u r t h e r t h e i r education. 

Unfortunately there are s t i l l many who think 
more about t h e i r pigeons and t h e i r dogs than 
c u l t i v a t i o n of t h e i r minds.26 

POLITICS 

L o c a l P o l i t i c s 

The growth of W i l l i n g t o n was so f a s t t h a t there were no 

government or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e bodies i n p l a c e to check i t s 

development or deal with i t s problems e f f e c t i v e l y . And 

W i l l i n g t o n was not the only i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a g e i n England l i v i n g 

under an a g r i c u l t u r a l p o l i t i c a l system. Parliament r e a l i z e d the 

need to reform l o c a l p o l i t i c a l bodies and l e g i s l a t e d s e v e r a l 

l o c a l government b i l l s i n the nineteenth century to t a c k l e t h i s 

problem. 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s most powerful l o c a l body i n the e a r l y 

nineteenth century was the c i v i l p a r i s h . Ratepayers elected 

o f f i c e r s to the p a r i s h and l e v i e d r a t e s f o r poor r e l i e f , roads 

and other l o c a l events. Prominent p e r s o n a l i t i e s were elected 

p a r i s h o f f i c e r s . Robinson Ferens, John T u l i p (butcher), William 

Richardson (farmer), and William Rutter (contractor) a l l served 

as guardians. P a r i s h overseers over the years included John 
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Middleton (grocer and d r u g g i s t ) , Richard Render ( t a i l o r ) , Thomas 

Wakefield (watchmaker), John Mowbray (butcher), Thomas Longstaff 

(saddle and harness maker) and James E. H a r r i s (general d e a l e r ) . 

Thomas Dixon Stephinson ( p a i n t e r and g l a z i e r ) and William 

Arrowsmith (resigned h i s post to become farm b a i l i f f to Straker 

and Love) served as a s s i s t a n t overseers. Robert Atkinson 

(farmer) h e l d the post of waywarden f o r s e v e r a l years. I t i s 

c l e a r by the above l i s t t h a t W i l l i n g t o n p o l i t i c s was dominated 

by farmers and tradesmen, although the l a r g e majority of 

r e s i d e n t s i n W i l l i n g t o n were connected to the mining industry. 

Only Ferens was d i r e c t l y involved i n mining. I n order to be a 

ratepayer, one had to be a freeman, which excluded a large 

m a j o r i t y of the v i l l a g e — the pitmen. The r e s t r i c t i o n s placed 

on who were rate p a y e r s gave a small minority of v i l l a g e r s great 

power over the maj o r i t y . Miners resented the farmers' attempts 

to c o n t r o l the v i l l a g e (see footnote 8 ) . 

The r a p i d changes i n Wil l i n g t o n found expression i n l o c a l 

p o l i t i c a l meetings. Rev Ruxton was determined to a s s e r t h i s 

p o s i t i o n as incumbent of the p a r i s h . He f e l t threatened by the 

new community l e a d e r s who he surmised wanted to undermine h i s 

p o s i t i o n . At a rate p a y e r s ' meeting i n 1865, Ruxton was 

di s t u r b e d when the ratepayers e l e c t e d Robinson Ferens to the 

c h a i r , and c a s t him a s i d e as the t r a d i t i o n a l chairman of the 

meeting. Ruxton's demands to have the c h a i r were ignored because 

the r a t e p a y e r s f e l t t h a t he was not i m p a r t i a l . When Ruxton did 

not succeed i n c h a i r i n g the meeting, he stormed out. The c h a i r 

i s s u e was r a i s e d a t subsequent meetings. Ruxton was unable to 

win any major support and he was forced to see Ferens c h a i r 
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s u c c e s s i v e meetings. The v i c i o u s i n - f i g h t i n g among the miners 

and farmers, incumbent and ratepayers, c o l l i e r y management and 

tradesmen found an unpleasant o u t l e t a t ratepayers' meetings. 

The i s s u e t h a t p o l a r i z e d opposition f o r c e s was the debate over 

the L o c a l Government Act. 

To oversee l o c a l s a n i t a t i o n problems, the Durham Board of 

Guardians appointed a Nuisance Committee to W i l l i n g t o n i n 1862. 

Robinson Ferens was p a r t of the i n i t i a l committee. However, 

W i l l i n g t o n ratepayers soon r e a l i z e d t h a t the Nuisance Committee 

was u s e l e s s i n d e a l i n g with the v i l l a g e ' s h e a l t h and s a n i t a t i o n 

problems. I n 1865, r e s i d e n t s f i r s t d i s c u s s e d adopting the Local 

Government Act (1848) to remedy Wi l l i n g t o n ' s growing s o c i a l 

problems. The meeting broke out i n t o chaos. Rev Ruxton stormed 

out a f t e r trampling h i s hat and s t i c k underfoot. The i n a b i l i t y 

of the r a t e p a y e r s to reach a d e c i s i o n , e s p e c i a l l y when i t 

involved c o n s i d e r a b l e expense, was f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t e d i n 1876. 

Ratepayers d i s c u s s e d the establishment of a Local Board of Health 

i n connection with another move to adopt l o c a l government. The 

meeting again f a i l e d to reach a d e c i s i o n . Ratepayers did not 

want to pay higher r a t e s , yet wanted a stronger l o c a l authority. 

I n the end they agreed to s t a y under the e x i s t i n g Rural Sanitary 

Authority, but not before tempers rose and i n s u l t s were 

exchanged. The Durham Chron i c l e reported scenes of a "very 

stormy c h a r a c t e r " not u n t y p i c a l of l o c a l meetings .27 i n f a c t , the 

W i l l i n g t o n r a t e p a y e r s ' meetings were so notorious, that the 

C h r o n i c l e reported e s p e c i a l l y s p i c y exchanges verbatim. 

Reporters added t h e i r own comments to events, which angered l o c a l 

r e s i d e n t s . 
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I f e e l s l i g h t l y grieved and humiliated a t 
seeing us compared i n the Durham Chronicle 
to a l o t of Ogibbeway [ s i c ] Indians (loud 
laughter and applause) .28 

The ratepayers f i n a l l y adopted the L o c a l Government Act (44 

and 45 V i c t . c.61) i n 1881. The W i l l i n g t o n Local Board comprised 

the towns of W i l l i n g t o n , Stockley and p a r t of Brancepeth. The 

f i r s t members e l e c t e d to the l o c a l board were T.D. Stephinson 

(agent), Anthony Sayer (postmaster), William Harle (viewer. Page 

Bank C o l l i e r y ) , William Rutter (gentleman), Joseph Hewitson 

(farmer), C h a r l e s E r n e s t B e l l (coalowner. B e l l Brothers) , James 

A l l i s o n (coke manager, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ) , James D. Williamson 

(engineer, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y ) and William Heppell (mining 

e n g i n e e r ) . The i n c r e a s e d power of the mining industry i n l o c a l 

p o l i t i c s i s i l l u s t r a t e d q u i t e c l e a r l y . Only one o f f i c e r was a 

farmer by occupation and t h i s trend continued as mineworkers 

became more involved i n l o c a l and n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s as voting 

r e g u l a t i o n s were changed to encompass the working c l a s s e s . The 

W i l l i n g t o n L o c a l Board was transformed i n t o the Willington Urban 

D i s t r i c t Council under the 1894 Local Government Act. 

I n the nineteenth century. Parliament enacted l e g i s l a t i o n 

to change government a t a l l l e v e l s . The 1888 Local Government 

Act r e v o l u t i o n i z e d p r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c s by the c r e a t i o n of county 

c o u n c i l s , which r e j e c t e d the t r a d i t i o n a l p r o v i n c i a l a r i s t o c r a c y 

as a p o l i t i c a l f o r c e . The W i l l i n g t o n D i v i s i o n of the Durham 

County Council, formed i n 1889, encompassed Brancepeth, Page 

Bank, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , Oakenshaw and W i l l i n g t o n . Rev A.D. 

Shafto was e l e c t e d the f i r s t alderman, but he was soon replaced 

by A.W. E l l i o t t (draper) , a long time l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n i n 
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w i l l i n g t o n . 

As we see above, s o c i a l t e n s i o n s i n Willington found 

expr e s s i o n a t l o c a l p o l i t i c a l meetings, which i s not e n t i r e l y 

s u r p r i s i n g . I n r e a l i t y , p o l i t i c a l meetings were the only 

occasion when opposition f o r c e s came together to d i s c u s s one 

i s s u e . The churches, temperance groups, schools and r e c r e a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t i e s were a l l e x c l u s i v e to one of Willington's s o c i a l 

groups. Therefore, l o c a l government was the only forum i n which 

people could express t h e i r f e e l i n g s to the other group. As a 

r e s u l t meetings became a platform f o r the exchange of personal 

i n s u l t s and griev a n c e s . Each group fought to maintain i t s own 

i n t e r e s t s and unfortunately l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n suffered 

i r r e p a r a b l e damage. Wi l l i n g t o n ' s s o c i a l condition was never 

r e s o l v e d p r i o r to 1914, because those who were responsible for 

i t , were too busy i n s u l t i n g one another. 

N a t i o n a l P o l i t i c s 

As s t a t e d above, Robinson Ferens was a major p o l i t i c a l 

f i g u r e i n W i l l i n g t o n . His wealth and p o s i t i o n as the v i l l a g e ' s 

l e a d i n g employer demanded re s p e c t from persons not even d i r e c t l y 

i nvolved i n mining. Ferens was a well-known L i b e r a l supporter. 

The L i b e r a l Party had a strong following i n the South Durham 

(changed l a t e r to Mid-Durham) r i d i n g , of which Willin g t o n was a 

p a r t , from the l a t e 1860s. P r i o r to 1868, Conservative members 

had been returned to South Durham. I n the 1865 e l e c t i o n , the 

Conservative Party won a resounding v i c t o r y . Of the f i f t y - t w o 

W i l l i n g t o n v o t e r s , t h i r t y - n i n e voted Conservative (plump votes) .29 
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Notable L i b e r a l v o t e r s were John S t r a k e r and Joseph Love. The 

L i b e r a l s beat the Conservatives i n the 1868 South Durham 

e l e c t i o n . I n t h a t e l e c t i o n 127 votes were c a s t f o r the L i b e r a l s , 

w h i l e the Conservatives r e c e i v e d only 82 votes. L i b e r a l support 

continued to i n c r e a s e i n the l a t e nineteenth century as more men 

became enfranchised. The W i l l i n g t o n Conservative Association, 

formed i n 1885, t r i e d to reg a i n votes. Prominent Conseirvative 

members were Joseph H. S t r a k e r , Dr. W.C. A l l e n , R.L. Weeks and 

James A l l i s o n . The A s s o c i a t i o n f a i l e d to win i t s mandate a t the 

b a l l o t box. The Conservative Party only r e c e i v e d support from 

the W i l l i n g t o n non-dissenting "establishment". As each reform 

law was enacted more and more working men c a s t t h e i r votes for 

the L i b e r a l party, along with the t r a d i t i o n a l d i s s e n t i n g L i b e r a l 

v o t e r s — Joseph Love and h i s family. 

The W i l l i n g t o n L i b e r a l A s s o c i a t i o n a t t r a c t e d much att e n t i o n 

i n the v i l l a g e . Large crowds attended L i b e r a l addresses. The 

W i l l i n g t o n branch of the I r i s h National League eagerly l i s t e n e d 

to L i b e r a l speakers advocating Home Rule f o r I r e l a n d . The 

m a j o r i t y of L i b e r a l supporters, the miners, were p r i o r to 1884 

d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d . Before the T h i r d Reform Act, voting was based 

on household s u f f r a g e and miners were disadvantaged because 

c o l l i e r y cottages were not e l i g i b l e s i n c e miners received a 

cottage as p a r t of t h e i r wage and did not rent i t as a tenant. 

Through t h e i r unions miners a g i t a t e d f o r a change i n the voting 

r e g u l a t i o n s . At a f r a n c h i s e meeting i n 1874, over two thousand 

miners with banners assembled on W i l l i n g t o n Batts to protest 

a g a i n s t disenfranchisement. I n 1884, miners held a meeting at 

the P r i n c e of Wales Theatre, W i l l i n g t o n , to denounce the voting 
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laws. 
Unable to vote, miners used p r e s s u r i n g t a c t i c s to b u l l y 

v o t e r s i n t o supporting t h e i r party. During the 1874 e l e c t i o n , 

a Conservative cab bearing red ribbons was stoned by L i b e r a l s 

when i t rode down a W i l l i n g t o n s t r e e t . P o l i c e intervened to stop 

a r i o t , but unfortunately, the r e s t l e s s n e s s continued a f t e r dark. 

A L i b e r a l supporter was s e t upon and beaten by a gang of 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s . I n r e t a l i a t i o n , f e l l o w L i b e r a l s began smashing 

windows along the High S t r e e t . P o l i c e were c a l l e d i n to stop the 

f i g h t i n g . An infamous t a c t i c of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s was to ply 

d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d men with alcohol so t h a t they could intimidate 

opposition v o t e r s . Deep s u s p i c i o n f e l l upon the L i b e r a l Party 

fo r t h i s t a c t i c during the 1868 South Durham e l e c t i o n . John 

A l l e n , a p r o v i s i o n d e a l e r and beerhouse keeper, l a i d a c i v i l s u i t 

on Robinson Ferens f o r non-payment of goods. The "goods" were 

i n the form of a l c o h o l i c refreshments served to t h i r s t y 

d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d men to win t h e i r favour. Mr Wanless, a c o l l i e r y 

o f f i c i a l , had handed out t i c k e t s t h a t were exchanged for food and 

d r i n k . Michael Hagan, a r e c i p i e n t , s t a t e d : " I got a t i c k e t from 
30 

Wanless f o r 4s. I got drunk of course: t h a t was the o b j e c t . " ^ 

And A l l e n was not the only unpaid tradesman. Ferens denied 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the t i c k e t s on the grounds t h a t Wanless had 

been dismissed from the c o l l i e r y p r e v i o u s l y and t h a t the L i b e r a l 

Party d i d not a u t h o r i z e any such t i c k e t s . The j u r y found for 

Ferens. The s u s p i c i o n of i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n W i l l i n g t o n during the 

1868 e l e c t i o n were not erased however. 

The T h i r d Reform Act (1884) p a c i f i e d the miners. A large 

s e c t i o n of the mining population became enfranchised. As soon 
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as miners r e c e i v e d the vote, they used t h e i r power en masse. The 

miners' block vote, which alarmed many p o l i t i c i a n s , was a 

testament t o working c l a s s s o l i d a r i t y . Over s i x t y percent of 
31 

Mid-Durham votes were held by miners. I n the f i r s t e l e c t i o n 

a f t e r enfranchisement (1885), William Crawford was e l e c t e d the 

f i r s t miners' p o l i t i c i a n i n Mid-Durham. His fellow o f f i c e r i n 

the DMA, John Wilson, took over Crawford's s e a t upon h i s death 

i n 1890. Wilson remained a Member of Parliament for the next 

twenty-five y e a r s . The working c l a s s f e l t t h a t the L i b e r a l s were 

the only party t h a t understood t h e i r needs. With the r i s e of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s m , miners became aware t h a t a s o c i a l i s t 

p a r t y was much b e t t e r s u i t e d to them. The establishment of the 

Independent Labour Party and the W i l l i n g t o n Labour League (1906) 

gained r a p i d momentum. I t was not u n t i l a f t e r the F i r s t World 

War, t h a t the miners' block vote switched to the Labour Party, 

where i t remains today. 

ENDNOTES 
1 
Hugh McLeod, R e l i g i o n and the Working C l a s s i n Nineteenth 

Century B r i t a i n (London, 1984), p.36 
2 

I b i d . , p.66 
3 

see exchange of L e t t e r s to the E d i t o r , DC, 29 October 1863 to 
6 November 1863 

4 
Northern Echo quoted i n the DC, 14 January 1870 

5 
l o c . c i t . 

6 
DC, 12 June 1885 

7 
DC, 17 March 1876 8 
DC, 29 September 1865 

138 



9 
Church Times quoted i n the DC, 13 A p r i l 1883 

10 
DC, 3 January 1873 

11 
DC, 18 J u l y 1873 

12 
Roger J . Cooter, The I r i s h i n Co. Durham and Newcastle (M.A. 

T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of Durham, 1972) 
13 

DC, 4 February 1870 
14 

McLeod, R e l i g i o n , p.29 
15 
DCRO, M/Wi 173, Minute Book 

16 
DC, 7 October 1881 

17 
DCRO, E/W64 Board School Log Book, 4 February 1884 

18 
I b i d . , 17 March 1892 

19 
DC, 13 September 1889 

20 
DCRO, E/W64, 26 May 1882 

21 
I b i d . , National Log Book, 25 October 1886 

22 
I b i d . , E/W53, National Log Book, 23 October 1863 

23 
I b i d . , E/W54, National Log Book, 24 October 1898 

24 
I b i d . 

25 
Robert C o l l s , "Oh Happy E n g l i s h C h i l d r e n ! : Coal, C l a s s and 

Education i n the North-East", Past and Present No. 73 
(1976), p.75-99 

26 
DC, 3 0 September 1887 

27 
DC, 21 January 1876 

28 
DC, 3 March 1876 

29 
The f o l l o w i n g e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s are compiled from the 1868 and 

1865 South Durham P o l l Books 
30 

DC, 1 A p r i l 1870 
31 

Roy Gregory, The Miners and B r i t i s h P o l i t i c s 1906-1914 (London, 
1968), p.10 

139 



CHAPTER POUR: RECREATION AND LEISURE 

Popular C u l t u r e 

W i l l i n g t o n s o c i e t y was s p l i t i n t o two groups. Upstanding, 

temperate and r e l i g i o u s minded r e s i d e n t s c o n s t i t u t e d the f i r s t 

group. They were the so c a l l e d " r e s p e c t a b l e " c i t i z e n s who 

engaged i n moral p u r s u i t s of r e c r e a t i o n and l e i s u r e . As a 

consequence, they c l a s h e d with W i l l i n g t o n ' s second s o c i a l group 

who enjoyed r e c r e a t i o n s which involved drinking, gambling, or 

both. Respectable c i t i z e n s f e l t t h a t these base entertainments 

would not be popular i f the e n t i r e community followed a s t r i c t 

s e t of moral g u i d e l i n e s . Therefore respectable Willingtonians 

t r i e d to win over supporters of popular p u r s u i t s to t h e i r ideas 

of appropriate forms of entertainment. Unfortunately, they 

f a i l e d miserably f o r each s o c i a l group f e l t t h a t the other was 

t r y i n g to dominate the v i l l a g e . H i s t o r i a n s have a p t l y described 

t h i s c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t as the chapel vs pub i s s u e , a 

s i m p l i f i c a t i o n of the t r u e nature of the problem. The i s s u e was 

not whether r e l i g i o n was b e t t e r than dr i n k i n g . But, the 

underlying i s s u e was who had the r i g h t to d i c t a t e Willington's 

s o c i a l p o l i c i e s . Neither group was w i l l i n g to concede any r i g h t s 

to the other. As a r e s u l t , the two groups became not only 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y separate, but p h y s i c a l l y separate, which created 

s o c i a l t e n s i o n w i t h i n the v i l l a g e as the m o r a l i s t s became more 

p e r s i s t e n t i n t h e i r conversion campaign and the p o p u l a r i s t s 

became exceedingly annoyed by outside i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e i r 

a f f a i r s . An examination of the entertainments of the two groups 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h e i r d i v e r s i t y . 
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Drinking 

Respectable Durham c i t i z e n s were concerned about the 

r e c r e a t i o n a l p u r s u i t s of a l a r g e proportion of the working 

c l a s s e s . The Durham Chron i c l e reported: 

We have frequent occasion to congratulate the 
working-classes of t h i s country upon t h e i r 
improved condi t i o n . The high wages they have 
been r e c e i v i n g f o r some time past has enabled 
them to procure home comforts which a t one 
time were quite u n a t t a i n a b l e . We r e g r e t to 
f i n d , however, t h a t i n too many ins t a n c e s 
these wages are not w i s e l y expended. Too 
l a r g e a proportion of the wealth won by hard 
t o i l i s wasted - and worse than wasted - i n 
s e n s u a l indulgences, and the i n o r d i n a t e 
pandering to purely animal g r a t i f i c a t i o n s , 
u n fortunately so prevalent, c a r r i e s i n i t s 
t r a i n other e v i l s of the d i r e s t c h a r a c t e r . 1 

The most popular form of "sensual indulgences" was drinking. 

There have been a l o t of d i s c u s s i o n s and t h e o r i e s as to why 

people drink. Depression, happiness, poverty, wealth, 

comradeship and l o n e l i n e s s are a l l c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s . 

Regardless of the cause, a l a r g e proportion of the population 

drank h e a v i l y . Drinking i n i t s e l f was not the s o l e cause of the 

temperance campaign i n W i l l i n g t o n . But the brawling, f i g h t i n g 

and bad language t h a t r e s u l t e d from drunkenness t e r r o r i z e d 

W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s , S t r a k e r and Love workers received t h e i r 

pay every f o r t n i g h t ( u n t i l 1912), and every pay Saturday there 

were di s t u r b a n c e s i n the s t r e e t s because of drunkenness. I n 

1886, r e s i d e n t s had a short r e s p i t e . 

For some months W i l l i n g t o n has enjoyed an unbroken 
qu i e t from the f r e a k s of drunkenness and disorder 
which a t the pay weekends i t has been o c c a s i o n a l l y 
the g r i e f of the b e t t e r p a r t of the i n h a b i t a n t s of 
the neighbourhood to witness. 2 

I f f a m i l i e s could a f f o r d i t , they t r a v e l l e d to nearby Durham or 

Bishop Auckland on pay Saturdays. Women had an opportunity to 
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v i s i t the market and do some shopping. Men, however, spent t h e i r 

time d r i n k i n g and c h a t t i n g with the l o c a l s . The number of people 

t r a v e l l i n g back to W i l l i n g t o n drunk, and those already i n e b r i a t e d 

i n the v i l l a g e , forced more moderate r e s i d e n t s to stay indoors. 

Drinking was not confined j u s t to pay Saturdays. Many 

sp o r t i n g events and f a i r s were marked by the appearance of a 

refreshment t e n t which o f f e r e d beer to t h i r s t y s p e c t a t o r s . At 
3 

the W i l l i n g t o n F a i r i n 1866 publicans d i d "a roaring trade." 

P u b l i c a n s q u i c k l y r e a l i z e d t h a t sporting events a t t r a c t e d a large 

number of people. Astute publicans t h e r e f o r e sponsored sporting 

events to draw crowds of prospective customers. The V i c t o r i a Inn 

used an a d j o i n i n g a l l e y to hold f i v e s matches. I n 1870, over one 

thousand s p e c t a t o r s crowded i n t o the a l l e y to see a p r i z e match. 

No doubt the V i c t o r i a Inn was busy s e r v i n g customers during and 

a f t e r the match. The K e l l y D i r e c t o r v of the period gives a good 

idea of how many premises i n Wi l l i n g t o n s o l d i n t o x i c a t i n g drinks. 

I n 1858, t h i r t e e n d r i n k i n g establishments were l i s t e d . By 1873, 

the number had r i s e n to twenty-seven. A few ambitious r e s i d e n t s 

made i t a sport to t r y a pub crawl through Willington, but the 

sheer number of d r i n k i n g establishments made many p a r t i c i p a n t s 

surrender. 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s " r e s p e c t a b l e " c i t i z e n s were appalled at the 

l i f e s t y l e these drunks l e d . Church groups t r i e d to convert these 

s i n n e r s ( i n t h e i r eyes) i n t o decent people. Although the 

churches and S a l v a t i o n Army did win over some converts, the main 

body of t h e i r t a r g e t remained immovable. R e a l i z i n g that 

conversion was more d i f f i c u l t than suppression, community leaders 

a g i t a t e d to r e s t r i c t d r i n k i n g establishments. When Sunday 
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c l o s i n g became a n a t i o n a l debate, W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s , supported 

by the churches, organized meetings and demonstrations approving 

the Lord's Day B i l l . A great uproar was created i n Willington 

when a workmen's club was proposed i n 1902. R e l i g i o u s leaders 

and temperance workers held meetings and t r i e d to block the 

p l a n s . They argued t h a t W i l l i n g t o n had enough drinking 

establishments (26) and t h a t a workmen's club would only increase 

the number of p l a c e s young men could be perverted by drink. The 

W i l l i n g t o n and D i s t r i c t Workmen's Club, a club e s p e c i a l l y 

designed f o r working c l a s s men, opened i n 1903, despite t h e i r 

p r o t e s t s . 

S t r a k e r and Love did not a c t i v e l y discourage t h e i r workers 

from frequenting p u b l i c houses. The company was concerned about 

drunkenness a t work. The r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s of Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h a t the consumption of any type of 

a l c o h o l on the job would r e s u l t i n i n s t a n t d i s m i s s a l . 

Enforcement of the no-drinking r u l e , however, appears to have 

been l a x . Miners often took a b o t t l e of rum and tea for t h e i r 

b a i t a t the p i t . Employee absence, not d r i n k i n g on the job, was 

a major problem f o r S t r a k e r and Love. I n the e a r l y nineteenth 

century, miners recovering from a weekend hangover, would simply 

not show up f o r work on Monday. S a i n t Monday, as t h i s "holiday" 

was c a l l e d , i n f u r i a t e d c o a l owners. Owners e v e n t u a l l y eliminated 

these days o f f by f i x i n g c l a u s e s i n the miners' bond or 

agreement, p e n a l i z i n g time o f f work without a l e g i t i m a t e cause. 

S t r a k e r and Love's 1863 agreement f i n e d workers fo r any absence 

without a v a l i d excuse. 

Drunkenness di d not j u s t a f f e c t men but women as w e l l . 
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Although women could not j o i n t h e i r spouses and f a t h e r s i n the 

pub, they could buy a jug and drink a t home. Depression, poverty 

and ignorance encouraged many unfortunates to seek solace i n the 

b o t t l e . C h i l d r e n growing up i n a dr i n k i n g family, i n most cases, 

saw d r i n k as a p a r t of family l i f e . Only a small percentage of 

these c h i l d r e n r e j e c t e d t h e i r family's ways and embraced 

t e e t o t a l i s m . Perhaps temperance workers f a i l e d to combat 

drunkenness e f f e c t i v e l y , but t h e i r notions of i t and i t s e f f e c t s 

were s a d l y t r u e . Drunken men fought i n the s t r e e t s causing 

severe i n j u r i e s or death to themselves. Brawling damaged 

property and frig h t e n e d l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s . Domestic v i o l e n c e and 

a s s a u l t s a l l had t h e i r roots i n alcohol abuse. Drunkenness was 

a major problem f o r W i l l i n g t o n p o l i c e . I n 1875 alone, 552 people 

were brought before a magistrate on a charge r e l a t i n g to 

drunkenness. 400 were convicted and f i n e d a t o t a l of £557.^ The 

number of c o n v i c t i o n s f o r drunkenness i n Wi l l i n g t o n was very high 

compared to the Diocese of Durham which had a c o n v i c t i o n r a t e for 

drunkenness of 1 i n every 41 people. W i l l i n g t o n topped the l i s t 

w ith a r a t e of 1 i n every 16 people .5 

I n 1866 a drunken man named Berwick s t a r t e d to badly beat 

h i s w i f e . The p o l i c e took him i n t o custody a f t e r neighbours 

r a i s e d the alarm. Two drunk cokeyard men were f i g h t i n g at a 

W i l l i n g t o n pub (1867), when one h i t the other with a b r i c k and 

f r a c t u r e d h i s s k u l l . P o l i c e charged the offender with a s s a u l t . 

W i lliam Condon was attacked by two men while walking home with 

a g i l l of whisky, j u s t purchased a t the Market Hotel. His 

a s s a i l a n t s wanted a drink, and when he refused to give them one, 

they p e l t e d him with stones. P o l i c e had t h e i r hands f u l l i n 1865 
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when, a pitman was e j e c t e d from a pub and he turned around and 

t r i e d to f i g h t them. The number of a s s a u l t s , breaches of the 

peace, and drunk and r i o t o u s offences l a i d i n Willington were 

en d l e s s . The l o c a l magistrate who heard the majority of cases 

was Rev A.D. Shafto of S t Brandon's, Brancepeth. John Straker, 

J.P. s a t on the bench frequently. Although Joseph Love was a 

magistrate, he never involved himself i n l o c a l court cases. 

Punishments f o r drunkenness v a r i e d from being bound over to keep 

the peace, to f i n e s and imprisonment. 

At times, drunkenness r e s u l t e d i n s e r i o u s offences such as 

manslaughter or murder. Martin Hagan's death at the hands of an 

a n t i - I r i s h mob i n 1873, had i t s roots i n drunkenness. When H. 

Todd and J . T a y l o r ( c o l l i e r y workmen) had an a l t e r c a t i o n a f t e r 

a few d r i n k s over money won a t a p i t c h and t o s s game (1866), the 

men s t a r t e d to f i g h t . A f t e r s i x rounds, Taylor collapsed and 

l a t e r died. P o l i c e a r r e s t e d Todd the same evening a t R u s s e l l ' s 

p u b l i c house. W i l l i n g t o n P o l i c e had to be cautious i n t h e i r 

i n t e r f e r e n c e where drink was concerned. To one h a l f of 

W i l l i n g t o n , drunks were a menace to be placed under a r r e s t and 

taught a l e s s o n . To the other h a l f , d r i n k i n g and i t s 

consequences were an accepted s o c i a l a c t i v i t y . The Willington 

P o l i c e , S t r a k e r and Love, and r e l i g i o u s groups e f f e c t i v e l y t r i e d 

t o change working c l a s s s o c i e t y . But, the workers would not be 

manipulated i n t o abandoning a recognized s o c i a l pastime. 

C l e a r l y the c o l l i e r ' s f i r s t l o y a l t i e s were t.o 
h i s family, co-workers and community, not to the 
a u t h o r i t i e s or t h e i r works. I t i s a l s o evident 
t h a t the f o r c e s of a u t h o r i t y i n some ways 
recognized t h i s ; f o r the p o l i c e were apprehensive 
about the growing number of c o a l workers; the 
p r i s o n o f f i c i a l s were appalled by t h e i r ignorance 
and the owners d i s t r e s s e d by t h e i r i n t r a n s i g e n c e . 
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without the l e a d e r s h i p customarily supplied by 
gentry, employer or government, the p i t v i l l a g e s 
became i n s u l a t e d , e x c l u s i v e and s o c i a l l y s e l f -
r e l i a n t — i n short, a l i e n communities to most of 
the upper c l a s s e s . " 

Gambling 

Drunkenness was not the only major p o l i c i n g problem i n 

w i l l i n g t o n . Gambling was j u s t as p r e v a l e n t . The reasons as to 

why people gamble are as complex as those f o r drinking. By 

p l a c i n g bets on a t h l e t i c s and games of s k i l l , supporters proved 

t h e i r l o y a l t y . The t h r i l l of t a k i n g r i s k s motivated others to 

gamble. Poor people, seeing no improvement i n t h e i r economic 

c o n d i t i o n s , gambled i n the hope of winning p r o s p e r i t y . The 

r e s u l t s of gambling shocked many r e s i d e n t s . Gambling addicts 

pawned a l l t h e i r possessions i n the hope of a winning streak. 

I n s t e a d of providing an avenue out of poverty, gambling simply 

i n c r e a s e d d i s t r e s s . A 1913 report on Northern conditions 

reported: 

Gambling i s a v i c e which now c e r t a i n l y v i e s 
with drunkenness as the immediate cause of 
untold calamity i n thousands of homes .7 

C e r t a i n forms of gambling were recognized by the community, 

a l b e i t r e l u c t a n t l y . Racing was extremely popular. The 

W i l l i n g t o n Coursing Meeting and the W i l l i n g t o n Hunt Steeplechases 

a t t r a c t e d l a r g e crowds. The Steeplechase offered the following 

s t a k e s i n 1869: W i l l i n g t o n stakes 20 sov, Crook stakes 5 sov, 

Brancepeth s t a k e s 15 sov. Tradesmen's stake a £5 hunting saddle. 

L a d i e s ' Purse 5 sov, and Farmers' stake a c a r t and saddle 

trapping. I n the same year the coursing meeting gave £6 for 

f i r s t and £2 f o r second p r i z e i n the e i g h t dog a l l ages greyhound 
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r a c e . Owners had t o pay an entry fee f o r each dog or horse and 

the s t a k e s v a r i e d according to the age/type of animal entered. 

Gamblers t r a v e l l e d to Wi l l i n g t o n from as f a r as Newcastle-

upon-Tyne and l o c a l r e s i d e n t s often t r a v e l l e d out to d i s t a n t 

r a c e s ( i . e . Durham Ra c e s ) . Bookmakers operated out of a bett i n g 

r i n g s e t up f o r the occasion. Besides gambling the races offered 

s p e c t a t o r s refreshment t e n t s and s t a l l s of a l l d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

I t i n e r a n t d e a l e r s a r r i v e d to s e l l t h e i r wares. The races had a 

c a r n i v a l atmosphere and many people enjoyed the drinking and day 

out. Church groups did not favour the a c t i v i t i e s a s s o c i a t e d with 

r a c i n g . Many churches organized f i e l d days and p u b l i c teas on 

the same day, so r e s i d e n t s would not be i n c l i n e d to go to the 

r a c e s . Despite the l a r g e attendances on these "race day" f i e l d 

days, a s t i l l g r e a t e r number of people went to the ra c e s . Pigeon 

r a c i n g was another popular r a c i n g sport i n Will i n g t o n . Many 

workmen kept pigeon hutches i n the back of t h e i r houses. Public 

houses normally sponsored pigeon r a c e s . Distances did not exceed 

ten m i l e s . The stak e s on an 1884 race were £10. 

I l l i c i t gambling occurred a t almost every a t h l e t i c event. 

Because of i t s i l l e g a l i t y , i t i s hard to determine the extent of 

the gambling and the s i z e of the bets. Bowling, running, 

b i l l i a r d s and f i v e s matches a t t r a c t e d much a t t e n t i o n and betting. 

F i v e s matches were always w e l l attended. Four thousand 

s p e c t a t o r s witnessed a championship match i n 1870. The stakes 

were £25 a s i d e . L o c a l bookmakers placed bets, while the nearby 

V i c t o r i a Inn served t h i r s t y customers. Quoits and p i t c h and toss 

were the t a r g e t of inten s e p o l i c e s c r u t i n y . Convicted for 

p l a y i n g (and gambling) p i t c h and t o s s , two pitmen were 
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i n c a r c e r a t e d f o r seven days and i n a d d i t i o n had to pay court 

c o s t s . P i t c h and t o s s was e s p e c i a l l y i r r i t a t i n g to a large 

number of r e s i d e n t s . One l o c a l r e s i d e n t wrote to the Durham 

Ch r o n i c l e (1874) complaining t h a t the language a s s o c i a t e d with 

the game was so bad, t h a t h i s family's Sunday outings were 

s p o i l e d . Although the p o l i c e and many r e s i d e n t s disapproved of 

these s p o r t s and t h e i r consequences, quoits and p i t c h and toss 

were extremely popular. Even the Durham Chronicle quoted the 

odds i n a l o c a l quoit match i n 1867(1). 

P r i z e f i g h t i n g was i l l e g a l and organizers had to plan f i g h t s 

i n s e c r e t . I n 1895, two miners (one from Brancepeth, the other 

from W i l l i n g t o n C o l l i e r y ) agreed to a f i g h t . The match had to 

be arranged the night before, so t h a t the p o l i c e would not f i n d 

out any information about the f i g h t . At the end of the 

twenty-ninth round, the Brancepeth miner threw i n the towel. 

Another f i g h t i n 1899 r e s u l t e d i n a knock-out i n the 8th, j u s t 

as the p o l i c e a r r i v e d on the scene. By t h a t time, i t was too 

l a t e to stop money exchanging hands. P r i z e f i g h t i n g i s the only 

blood sport t h a t has been t r a c e d to W i l l i n g t o n . There i s no 

evidence to suggest t h a t dog or cock f i g h t i n g e x i s t e d . 

Apart from s p o r t s and entertainments t h a t involved gambling, 

a l a r g e number of W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s enjoyed the opportunity 

to win p r i z e s a t l o c a l shows f o r t h e i r s k i l l or produce. 

Respectable c i t i z e n s , who abhorred gambling, g l a d l y accepted 

p r i z e s a t shows. The W i l l i n g t o n B i r d Show, Willingt o n Flower 

Show, W i l l i n g t o n F a i r , Brancepeth, Brandon and Willington 

Ploughing Contest, Leek shows and a t h l e t i c events offered 

r e s i d e n t s s e v e r a l ways to win cash. Most show entrants were from 
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WHAT I S GAMBLING? 

Gambling i n i t s lowest form. 
I s not what we oftimes think, 

Done by men who're clothed i n rags. 
P i t c h i n g coppers f o r a drink. 

T h i s I know i s bad enough. 
At i t s b e st ' t i s but a curse. 

But t o t e l l the t r u t h , I know 
Ways and means t h a t are f a r worse. 

Gambling i s not only done 
By the p r o s t i t u t e i n rags. 

Or the u r c h i n i n the s t r e e t 
S e l l i n g matches on the f l a g s . 

No, the highe s t i n the land 
Known by name of e a r l or duke, 

Care not, by what ways or means, 
Honest people they may f l u k e . 

Even to the r o y a l blood. 
Where examples should be shown, 

They partook i n gambling r i f e , 
Which the whole wide world had known. 

For a t home i n England's i s l e . 
P r i n c e s of the r o y a l name, 

Have partook i n games which would 
Bend a poor man's head i n shame. 

Yet they hate t h i s p e t t y gambling, 
Which the poor man might partake. 

But they count i t quite a glory 
With t h e i r thousand-pound sweepstake. 

Ex c e r p t from: The P o e t i c a l Works of Charles Wilson: 
The Pitman Poet Vol. I . London, 19? 

Wilson's comment on gambling i l l u s t r a t e s the d i v i s i o n between the 
upper and working c l a s s e s . The upper c l a s s e s c h a s t i s e the 
working c l a s s e s f o r gambling, but w i l l i n g bet themselves. Their 
b l a t a n t hypocrisy i n f u r i a t e s the working c l a s s e s , and i t i s no 
wonder t h a t the c l a s s e s were separated by a gulf of 
misunderstanding and i n t o l e r a n c e . 
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the working c l a s s . 
The W i l l i n g t o n B i r d Show was very popular with working c l a s s 

men, whose i n t e r e s t i n pigeons extended to other b i r d s . The 

f i r s t annual show i n 1865, which included an e x h i b i t i o n of 

r a b b i t s , was a great s u c c e s s . The W i l l i n g t o n O r n i t h o l o g i c a l 

A s s o c i a t i o n r e c e i v e d one hundred e n t r i e s f o r the 1866 show. The 

W i l l i n g t o n F l o r a l , H o r t i c u l t u r a l and I n d u s t r i a l Society a l s o had 

a strong working c l a s s i n t e r e s t . The f i r s t show i n 1876 i n J . 

S t r a k e r ' s f i e l d e x h i b i t e d flowers, vegetables, poultry, 

mechanical designs, needlework and handwriting. The flower show 

a l s o included a band contest. The show a t t r a c t e d over 2,000 

people i n 1889 with a p r i z e t o t a l of £110. Farmers competed i n 

the Brancepeth, Brandon and W i l l i n g t o n Ploughing Contest which 

s t a r t e d i n 1861. The competition moved around farms i n the area 

each year. The W i l l i n g t o n F a i r o f f e r e d p r i z e s f o r animals, as 

w e l l as p r o v i d i n g peep shows, cheap j a c k s , auctioneers and penny 

showmen. The d i f f e r e n t leek shows were sponsored by p u b l i c 

houses, which awarded p r i z e s f o r the best l e e k s . Church groups 

o f f e r e d youths annual sports days. C h i l d r e n won p r i z e s for 

running and jumping. 

Brass band c o n t e s t s , u s u a l l y included i n shows, were very 

popular. W i l l i n g t o n had s e v e r a l b r a s s bands. Some l a s t e d only 

f o r a few y e a r s . A constant problem fo r the bands, was that 

t h e i r members u s u a l l y c o l l i e r y workers, moved around frequently. 

Therefore, one year a band could have e x c e l l e n t performers and 

the next merely beginners. The W i l l i n g t o n Temperance F i f e and 

Drum Band, composed of members of the disbanded Willin g t o n Band 

of Hope F i f e and Drum Band, was accused of v i o l a t i n g temperance 
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p r i n c i p l e s . As one r e s i d e n t penned: 

Some represent themselves, you see. 
To d r i n k hot coffee and col d t e a . 
But t h i n k t h a t nothing i s so f i n e „ 
As to go to Durham and drink t h e i r wine. 

The band was p r i v a t e and not a f f i l i a t e d to any group, although 

i t s members were bound to temperance p r i n c i p l e s . 

A r i v a l band, the W i l l i n g t o n A r t i s a n F i f e and Drum Band, 

composed of coke workers a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y , were sponsored 

by g r o g s e l l e r s . The sponsors gave the band cash and new 

instruments along with the o c c a s i o n a l f r e e drink. The men f e l t 

t h a t the temperance band was t r y i n g to d i s c r e d i t them by implying 

t h a t the A r t i s a n s were paid i n l i q u o r . The " b a t t l e of the bands" 

s t a r t e d to annoy r e s i d e n t s i n W i l l i n g t o n when people could not 

s l e e p a t night because of the noise. Residents complained i n 

November 1876, when four bands decided to outplay each other 

a f t e r midnight. On December 8th, the A r t i s a n Band d e l i b e r a t e l y 

charged i n t o the temperance band head on. P o l i c e a r r e s t e d twelve 

of the A r t i s a n s f o r a s s a u l t . 

The W i l l i n g t o n Temperance Band sur v i v e d i n t o the twentieth 

century, but i t s main r i v a l became the W i l l i n g t o n S i l v e r Band, 

formed i n 1880. A f t e r winning numerous c o n t e s t s , the l a t t e r 

became known as the W i l l i n g t o n P r i z e S i l v e r Band. Th e i r 1908 

season ended i n f i f t e e n p r i z e t i t l e s and winnings of over £36. 

Operating a b r a s s band was very expensive. The p r i z e band's 

instruments were valued a t over £350 i n 1908. Bands desperately 

sought sponsors to purchase and r e f u r b i s h instruments. Straker 

and Love's r o l e i n sponsorship must have been l a r g e . The 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Welfare Brass Band (post 1914) r e l i e d s o l e l y 

on the company f o r i t s support. The only evidence p r i o r to 1914 
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t h a t r e v e a l s S t r a k e r and Love's r o l e i n brass band sponsorship 

i s t h a t Joseph H. S t r a k e r advanced an unnamed band a sum of money 

a t a small r a t e of i n t e r e s t . The loan enabled the band to 

purchase new instruments. 

Popular Entertainment 

Many h i s t o r i a n s have concentrated upon the f a c t that 

f o l l o w e r s of popular c u l t u r e mainly drank and gambled, which 

although might be t r u e f o r some adherents, was not true for a l l . 

D r inking and gambling f o r the most p a r t excluded women. Although 

they d i d p a r t i c i p a t e i n these p u r s u i t s , they were excluded from 

the p l a c e s where these events were involved. For courting 

couples, married couples and s i n g l e women, there were a number 

of ways they could spend t h e i r f r e e time. 

Organized entertainment i n h a l l s always a t t r a c t e d a large 

crowd i n W i l l i n g t o n . The 1867 s e r i e s of penny readings had to 

r e f u s e admissions. Local r e s i d e n t s gave amateur performances 

much to the amusement of the crowd. Thomas Williamson, 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s renowned "weather prophet", gave h i s f o r e c a s t for 

the coming weeks. A r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n i n the Durham Chronicle 

thought the performance was "burlesque" and " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 

a low s i n g i n g saloon."9Members of the audience wrote a l e t t e r 

e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r sorrow a t t h i s savage a t t a c k on what they 

considered fun. 

The A l b e r t Music H a l l , which i s f i r s t mentioned i n 1881, 

d e l i g h t e d audiences with amazing a c t s and f r i v o l i t y . As 

technology progressed and l i v e entertainment was replaced with 

cinematic f i l m , the Empire P i c t u r e H a l l was a n a t u r a l progression 
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from the music h a l l . On i t s opening i n 1911, the cinema f i l l e d 

up to i t s c a p a c i t y s e a t i n g of one thousand, without any 

d i f f i c u l t y . 

The t r a v e l l i n g shows, common to the e a r l y nineteenth 

century, a r r i v e d i n the v i l l a g e with much pomp and circumstance. 

Wombell's C o l l e c t i o n of Wild Beasts, the c i r c u s , and Hunter's 

Moveable Theatre always f i l l e d the houses. I n f a c t , the c i r c u s 

was so popular t h a t r e s i d e n t s v i r t u a l l y dropped everything to see 

the parade. Women rushing out of the house, so as not to miss 

a t h i n g , grabbed t h e i r husband's caps i n s t e a d of searching for 

t h e i r own hats (contemporary fashion d i c t a t e d t h a t women cover 

t h e i r h e a d s ) ? ^ 

Sports matches drew l a r g e crowds of men and some women. 

F o o t b a l l was e s p e c i a l l y popular i n Wi l l i n g t o n . The Brancepeth 

C o l l i e r y L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e o f f ered men gymnastics, swimming, 

camping, b i l l i a r d s , chess, and other such a c t i v i t i e s . Women were 

not excluded from a l l i t s a c t i v i t i e s . Women attended i n large 

numbers a t the i n s t i t u t e ' s annual gala a t Brancepeth C a s t l e , the 

Durham Miners' Gala, and Oddfellows and F o r e s t e r s ' anniversary 

c e l e b r a t i o n s . Popular a c t i v i t i e s e x c l u s i v e l y f o r women, must 

have occurred, but there i s no evidence of these. 

Middle C l a s s "Respectable" Culture 

There was a general f e e l i n g i n r e s p e c t a b l e V i c t o r i a n Society 

t h a t the world had become base and inhuman. V i o l e n t crimes and 

blood s p o r t s seemed to be on the i n c r e a s e and enjoying popular 

support. Upstanding, moral c i t i z e n s s t a r t e d to form 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s and pressure groups to keep these alarming 

tendencies i n check. Organizations l i k e the Society for the 

Prevention of C r u e l t y to Animals gained n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n . 

M o r a l i t y became a p u b l i c i s s u e and groups were created to bring 

m o r a l i t y back to the masses who had abandoned C h r i s t i a n 

p r i n c i p l e s . The nineteenth century C h r i s t i a n Movement 

encompassed a l l aspects of l i f e . M o r a l i s t s t r i e d to convert 

t h e i r f e l l o w immoral r e s i d e n t s through the temperance movement, 

the S a l v a t i o n Army, and C h r i s t i a n a t h l e t i c s . C h r i s t i a n 

r e v i v a l i s m was not purely a middle c l a s s phenomenon. Many 

working c l a s s people t r i e d to u p l i f t t h e i r fellow men and women 

to be honourable, a l b e i t poor c i t i z e n s . 

I t must not be supposed — as we apprehend i t 
too commonly i s — t h a t the Pitmen are u n i v e r s a l l y 
a base and degraded c l a s s of men — a race of 
unredeemed heathen. No such thing, there are 
amongst them hundreds and thousands of what i n 
homely language are c a l l e d "decent" persons, and 
who may be t r u l y described as moral, i n t e l l i g e n t , 
and r e l i g i o u s l y minded — They are content to 
earn an honest p i t t a n c e by t h e i r d a i l y labour, and 
to enjoy the f r u i t s of t h e i r i n dustry i n the, 
bosoms of t h e i r f a m i l i e s ; and i t i s w e l l known 
t h a t they who are able and w i l l i n g to work can 
obtain an ample p r o v i s i o n f o r those who are 
dependent upon them.^^ 

Temperance Movement 

The temperance movement t r i e d to e l i m i n a t e a major fa c t o r 

t h a t l e d to d e s p a i r and crime. Drunkenness, a not uncommon si g h t 

i n W i l l i n g t o n , deprived many f a m i l i e s of the resources to 

a l l e v i a t e t h e i r poverty. I t a l s o created v i o l e n c e and s t r e e t 

f i g h t i n g . Contemporary W i l l i n g t o n i a n s b e l i e v e d t h a t the only way 

to stop drunkenness was to l i m i t and regulate shops s e l l i n g 

a l c o h o l , and convince people to stop d r i n k i n g completely. 
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Temperance groups attempted to do t h i s by encouraging r e s i d e n t s 

t o s i g n a pledge to a b s t a i n from a l c o h o l . Every r e l i g i o u s group 

i n W i l l i n g t o n had a temperance s o c i e t y attached to i t . Meetings 

were held to encourage more people to s i g n a pledge to abstain 

from a l c o h o l . P u b l i c t e a s provided entertainment without the need 

to have an a l c o h o l i c drink. Refreshment or cocoa rooms supplied 

non-alcohol d r i n k s to patrons. They t r i e d to r i v a l the p u b l i c 

house as a p l a c e of conversation and merry-making with l i t t l e 

s u c c e s s . The Hope of Wi l l i n g t o n Lodge, no. 1,202 of the 

Independent Order of Good Templars was a s u c c e s s f u l organization. 

T h e i r performances, u s u a l l y i n c l u d i n g a brass band, were always 

crowded. The Templars held a v a r i e t y of events — te a s , parades, 

s p o r t days and con c e r t s . S i m i l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as the Sons 

of Temperance So c i e t y , no. 461, the Rechabites, and the 

W i l l i n g t o n S o c i a l Temperance Club provided the same type of 

amusements. 

As i n the r e s t of England, W i l l i n g t o n had i t s own Band of 

Hope. The Bands were undenominational and upheld the p r i n c i p l e s 

of temperance, honesty and c l e a n l i n e s s . Throughout the country 

Bands of Hope were guiding c h i l d r e n towards a respectable 

l i f e s t y l e . Along with Sunday schools, the Bands concentrated on 

educating and providing r e c r e a t i o n s o l e l y f o r c h i l d r e n . Music 

was introduced to the c h i l d r e n and the Wi l l i n g t o n chapter had i t s 

own drum and f i f e band. The Band of Hope movement, mainly a 

working c l a s s phenomenon, had over three m i l l i o n adherents by the 

end of the century.^ ^ 

On the s u r f a c e , i t appears as i f Wi l l i n g t o n s o c i e t y as a 

whole embraced the temperance reformers, but t h i s i s not so. 

154 



Many people r e j e c t e d these "do-gooders" who, not un s u r p r i s i n g l y , 

were major f i g u r e s i n the church and a t work. Lord Boyne and 

S t r a k e r and Love donated funds to reform drunkards. The New 

Connexion temperance concert stage i n 1868 was b u i l t by Straker 

and Love workmen. C o l l i e r y owners had an i n t e r e s t i n keeping 

t h e i r men o f f a l c o h o l . Abstaining workmen were punctual, a l e r t 

and b e t t e r f o r the company's image. The temperance f o o t b a l l 

c l u b s and the Temperance Band were very s u c c e s s f u l groups, but 

the l a t t e r was attacked f o r remaining temperate i n name alone 

(see above). 

S a l v a t i o n Army 

The S a l v a t i o n Army (1877) was an innovative group of 

C h r i s t i a n s . Based on a m i l i t a r y system, members received a rank 

and uniform, and were then separated i n t o d i v i s i o n s and corps. 

The army fought a war to rescue people from s i n and save them for 

C h r i s t . The 120th Corps, s t a t i o n e d a t Willington, was a 

tremendous f o r c e . The S a l v a t i o n Army b e l i e v e d t h a t the middle 

c l a s s notion of c i v i l i z i n g the poor was f a l s e . The only way to 

e f f e c t change among the working c l a s s was to save them. 

Reforming a person's s o u l was much e a s i e r than t r y i n g to reform 

t h e i r minds. The H a l l e l u j a h Army, as i t was e a r l i e r known, had 

i t s own b r a s s bands. The s o l d i e r s and t h e i r bands held 

H a l l e l u j a h t e a s , concerts, games and p u b l i c meetings. What made 

the S a l v a t i o n Army a t t r a c t i v e was i t s co n v i c t i o n and 

determination to save people, r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r r e l i g i o n . 

Crowds grew so l a r g e a t meetings, t h a t they had to be held 

o u t s i d e the barracks ( h a l l ) . I n times of depression, the army 
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was quick to o f f e r i t s s e r v i c e s to the community. 

C h r i s t i a n A t h l e t i c s 

The C h r i s t i a n a t h l e t i c s movement was a l s o very popular i n 

W i l l i n g t o n . The Young Men's C h r i s t i a n A s s o c i a t i o n (YMCA) was the 

major exponent of healthy, moral sp o r t i n g a c t i v i t i e s . Racing, 

boxing, f i v e s and quoits a l l involved d r i n k i n g and gambling. 

Flower and vegetable shows, and band con t e s t s offered entrants 

p r i z e money. Sports l i k e f o o t b a l l , c y c l i n g , c r i c k e t and t e n n i s 

were f r e e of f i n a n c i a l rewards. The b a s i s of C h r i s t i a n a t h l e t i c s 

was t h a t one should compete morally without the i n c e n t i v e of 

f i n a n c i a l gain. P a r t i c i p a n t s played f o r comradeship and health 

i n s p i r e d by God's g i f t s of speed, a g i l i t y and thought, 

W i l l i n g t o n had s e v e r a l f o o t b a l l clubs — W i l l i n g t o n Albion, 

W i l l i n g t o n Rovers, W i l l i n g t o n Wanderers, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y 

White S t a r , Temperance F o o t b a l l Club, W i l l i n g t o n Town Wednesday, 

W i l l i n g t o n Co-operative, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y Rangers, and the 

Shamrock F o o t b a l l Club. The Temperance F o o t b a l l Club was so 

s u c c e s s f u l t h a t i t entered the Northern League Football 

A s s o c i a t i o n . The other amateur teams were pa r t of the Durham 

County F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n , although not concurrently. 

The Roman C a t h o l i c L i t e r a r y I n s t i t u t e and W i l l i n g t o n Church 

I n s t i t u t e (1890) provided healthy sports f o r t h e i r congregations. 

The C a t h o l i c s had an annual sports competition s t r e t c h e d over two 

days. P a r t i c i p a n t s enjoyed tug-of-war, bucket puzzle, quoits and 

foot r a c i n g without being tempted by beer t e n t s or bookmakers. 

The i n s t i t u t e a l s o supported the Shamrock F o o t b a l l Club, a 

temperate C a t h o l i c a s s o c i a t i o n . Anglicans did not have t h e i r own 
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f o o t b a l l club, but enjoyed other s p o r t s . The Church I n s t i t u t e 

had i t s own c r i c k e t ground and t e n n i s c o u r t s . I n the reading 

room, members could play chess or b i l l i a r d s . Many respectable 

c i t i z e n s enjoyed b i l l i a r d s , but were dismayed that b i l l i a r d 

t a b l e s were only a v a i l a b l e i n p u b l i c houses, which only 

encouraged d r i n k i n g and gambling. Church i n s t i t u t e s s e t up t h e i r 

own t a b l e s so t h a t r e s i d e n t s could enjoy a more wholesome form 

of the game. I n 1894, the Anglican i n s t i t u t e even formed a 

rambling club. 

P a t r i o t i s m and M i l i t a r i s m 

The s t r e s s of mo r a l i t y i n V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y complemented one 

of l o y a l t y . The c r e a t i o n and c e l e b r a t i o n of the B r i t i s h Empire 

brought about Jingoism which had i t s e f f e c t on Willington. 

Alongside t h i s growing p a t r i o t i c fervour was the increased 

importance of m i l i t a r i s m . The S a l v a t i o n Army i s an e a r l y example 

of the growing m i l i t a r i s t movement i n B r i t a i n . The f e s t i v a l 

surrounding the Queen's J u b i l e e i n 1887 was commemorated by the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Queen V i c t o r i a J u b i l e e Bridge over the Wear, 

connecting W i l l i n g t o n to T o d h i l l s . To c e l e b r a t e the event, 

C h a r l e s S t r a k e r , Joseph H. S t r a k e r and S t r a k e r and Love helped 

to defray the scho o l s ' f e s t i v a l expenses. Bonfires were l i t at 

night. The l a r g e s t b o n f i r e was placed on top of Brancepeth p i t 

heap. 

Growing m i l i t a r i s m i s evident i n W i l l i n g t o n from the j u b i l e e 

onwards. The W i l l i n g t o n Gun Club (1894) allowed e n t h u s i a s t s to 

become crack shots. I n 1895 the Church Lads Brigade (Willington 

Company) was formed. S i m i l a r to the S a l v a t i o n Army, i t combined 
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the m i l i t a r y and r e l i g i o n together. The Brigade had three 

companies i n W i l l i n g t o n (A,B,C) and the boys were grouped i n each 

according to experience. Youths studied d r i l l , ambulance, wood 

c a r v i n g , drawing and indulged i n s p o r t s . Each had a uniform and 

was l e d by an adult, a l s o uniformed. Dr. E . J . Brewis was a 

le a d e r i n the e a r l y twentieth century. I n 1899, B Company along 

with Crook and W i l l i n g t o n volunteers of the Durham Li g h t I n f a n t r y 

paraded through the s t r e e t s headed by the Wil l i n g t o n S i l v e r Band. 

The Durham L i g h t I n f a n t r y ( D L I ) , created under Cardwell's 

reforms, was formed from the 68th and 106th foot i n 1881. The 

B r i t i s h government f e l t t h a t p e r s o n a l i z i n g the m i l i t a r y would 

make i t more a t t r a c t i v e to p o s s i b l e r e c r u i t s and t h i s strategy 

worked very e f f e c t i v e l y . W i l l i n g t o n volunteers were pa r t of the 

DLI, Second Volunteer B a t t a l i o n , D Company. I n 1896, r e s i d e n t s 

t r i e d to form a W i l l i n g t o n Volunteer corps and signed up over 200 

people. Unfortunately, the war o f f i c e r e j e c t e d the corps, 

because the B r i t i s h army was inundated with v o l u n t e e r s . As part 

of D company, W i l l i n g t o n volunteers e s t a b l i s h e d a Willington 

Volunteer Ambulance Corps, which gave weekly i n s t r u c t i o n . The 

Boer War gave W i l l i n g t o n i a n s a cause to c e l e b r a t e . When four men 

volunteered f o r the fr o n t , f e l l o w r e s i d e n t s serenaded them with 

a parade headed by the Wi l l i n g t o n S i l v e r Band. The enthusiasm 

f o r the war i s best i l l u s t r a t e d by a contemporary account of the 

R e l i e f of Mafeking i n 1900. 
Never i n the h i s t o r y of W i l l i n g t o n has there been 
such a p a t r i o t i c outburst as was witnessed on Sat. 
when the news of the r e l i e f of Mafeking became 
known. Almost from every house and pla c e of 
business f l a g s were displayed, w h i l s t streamers 
were strung a c r o s s the p r i n c i p a l s t r e e t s . At 
some of the c o l l i e r i e s cannons were f i r e d , and a t 
the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n fog s i g n a l s were exploded. A 
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p r o c e s s i o n was formed at the Board school at 2 pm 
and inarched round the town. F i r s t came the 
W i l l i n g t o n S i l v e r Band...next the W i l l i n g t o n 
s e c t i o n of the 2nd V.B.D.L.I...and c h i l d r e n to a 
number of upwards of 1,000 most of them c a r r y i n g 
small f l a g s , brought up the r e a r . I n the evening 
the town was thronged with people...A t o r c h l i g h t 
p r o c e s s i o n was held a t 10pm through the p r i n c i p a l 
s t r e e t s , when the e f f i g i e s of P r e s i d e n t s Kruger 
and Steyn were s e t ablaze.13 

I n 1908, r e s i d e n t s f i n a l l y r e a l i z e d t h e i r dream of a l o c a l 

v o l u n t e e r corps. The T e r r i t o r i a l Army of the DLI, created a 6th 

B a t t a l i o n to i n c l u d e the area of Bishop Auckland, Barnard C a s t l e , 

Consett, Crook and Spennymoor. The enthusiasm fo r the m i l i t a r y 

d i d not abate u n t i l the F i r s t World War exposed the true horrors 

of m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t . 

High C u l t u r e 

Genteel W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e i r own forms 

of r e c r e a t i o n and l e i s u r e . Church and chapel bazaars were very 

crowded with the e l i t e of W i l l i n g t o n and neighbourhood. 

Prominent l a d i e s ran s t a l l s of s a l e of work and confectionary. 

A well-known gentleman always c o l l e c t e d admission. Poorer 

r e s i d e n t s , who could not a f f o r d admission, had to wait u n t i l the 

l a s t hours of the bazaar to gain entrance a t a reduced r a t e or 

f r e e of charge. Harvest and Christmas f e s t i v a l s i n the churches 

were a time of concerts and merry-making f o r the upper c l a s s 

r e s i d e n t s . 

Outside of church, genteel r e s i d e n t s looked forward to 

v a r i o u s b a l l s . The W i l l i n g t o n Q u a d r i l l e Party held an annual 

b a l l with supper and dancing. The W i l l i n g t o n Flower Show B a l l 

i n 1870 a t t r a c t e d the e l i t e of the neighbourhood. The ultimate 

s i g n of acceptance i n t o high s o c i e t y was an i n v i t a t i o n to 
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Brancepeth C a s t l e or to Mrs Love's or Mrs Weeks' e x c l u s i v e garden 

p a r t i e s by i n v i t a t i o n only. 

The A l b e r t Music H a l l and the Empire P i c t u r e H a l l were 

d e f i n i t e l y not on the agenda of W i l l i n g t o n ' s f i n e r r e s i d e n t s . 

The W i l l i n g t o n Choral S o c i e t y , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1898, gave c l a s s i c 

performances i n the Wesleyan H a l l annually. Pieces performed 

included The F i r s t Walpurais Night (Goethe/Mendelssohn), May 

Queen, and Hvmn of P r a i s e (Mendelssohn). Members of the s o c i e t y 

were a l i s t of W i l l i n g t o n prominent p e r s o n a l i t i e s : Viscountess 

Boyne, C h a r l e s S t r a k e r , R.R. Taylor, Rev Urmson, W. Cochrane, D. 

G r i e v e s , Father Hosten, Thomas I . Love and R.L. Weeks. 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s leading r e s i d e n t s were not confined s o c i a l l y 

to the v i l l a g e . T h e i r a f f l u e n c e meant t h a t they could afford 

t r i p s to Durham C i t y to attend the t h e a t r e , concerts and p a r t i e s 

t h e r e . As a r e s u l t , t h e i r c i r c l e of entertainment was f a r spread 

and excluded most of W i l l i n g t o n ' s i n h a b i t a n t s . 
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CONCLUSION 

There can be no dispute t h a t W i l l i n g t o n was a Straker and 

Love p i t v i l l a g e . The old a r i s t o c r a c t i c R u s s e l l family of 

Brancepeth surrendered t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l r i g h t s as landlords 

when they l e a s e d t h e i r e s t a t e to the mine company. The 

importance of the mine i n W i l l i n g t o n was so great t h a t the 

r e s i d e n t s had more cause to appease the c o l l i e r y owners than the 

l o r d of the manor. The d e c l i n e of the a r i s t o c r a c y throughout 

B r i t a i n was not due to a d e f i n i t e p o l i t i c a l change but to the 

i n c r e a s i n g unimportance of the a r i s t o c r a c y i n an i n d u s t r i a l 

s o c i e t y . Land, which had once been a source of great wealth, was 

superceded by the v a s t amounts of c a p i t a l being generated by 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s . The new l e a d e r s of the nineteenth century were 

the c a p t a i n s of industy and one such c a p t a i n was Joseph Love. 

Love and h i s son-in-law Robinson Ferens, who followed i n 

h i s f o otsteps, were major f i g u r e s i n W i l l i n g t o n . The Strakers 

were too f a r removed from the v i l l a g e to have a s i m i l a r impact. 

The Love family demanded respec t from W i l l i n g t o n i a n s and 

c e r t a i n l y were i n a p o s i t i o n to command i t . Family marriages 

were c e l e b r a t e d by f e s t i v i t i e s , dinners, and cannon s a l u t e s . The 

p i t s even c l o s e d to mourn the death of one of the owners. Joseph 

Love was an ardent Methodist New Connexionist and was determined 

t h a t the s e c t should succeed i n County Durham. He enlarged the 

congregation by f o r c i n g men to j o i n the chapel on the day they 

were h i r e d a t the c o l l i e r y . He invested a l a r g e amount of money 

i n t o b u i l d i n g New Connexion chapels and schools. The t h r i v i n g 

community of New Connexionists i n W i l l i n g t o n , which l a r g e l y 

outnumbered the other Methodist congregations, was unusual i n 
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England, f o r Wesleyans were the most popular Methodist group i n 

the country. Another of Love's passions was the e l i m i n a t i o n of 

any u n i o n i s t s a t h i s c o l l i e r i e s . His harsh handling of the 1863 

Rocking S t r i k e even aroused c r i t i c a l comment i n London. Robinson 

Ferens had a l e s s brusque s t y l e , although he too thought himself 

to be the man of W i l l i n g t o n . He was h e a v i l y involved i n l o c a l 

p o l i t i c s and i t was Ferens who ousted the church (Rev Ruxton) 

from i t s t r a d i t i o n a l p o s i t i o n i n l o c a l government. However, 

Ferens was a l s o c r i t i c i z e d f o r using h i s power to Straker and 

Love's advantage. He was accused of r e c e i v i n g forewarning when 

the s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r was about to i n s p e c t c o l l i e r y housing. 

Ferens a l s o managed to escape prosecution f o r i l l e g a l p o l i t i c a l 

d e a l i n g s (was he r e a l l y i n n o c e n t ? ) . 

But the r e a l question remains. How much was the i n d i v i d u a l 

W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t a servant to S t r a k e r and Love? Could a 

person l i v e completely untouched by the firm? The Love family's 

use of power r e a l l y was no d i f f e r e n t from t h a t of the landed 

gentry c e n t u r i e s e a r l i e r , but with one unique d i f f e r e n c e — the 

Love's had considerably more power. I t i s impossible to mention 

one group, i n s t i t u t i o n , s t r u c t u r e , or n e c e s s i t y t h a t was not even 

i n d i r e c t l y connected to the c o l l i e r y i n some way or another. No 

one person, d e s p i t e h i s / h e r occupation could avoid S t r a k e r and 

Love. A f t e r a l l , S t r a k e r and Love introduced the railway and 

t e l e g r a p h system. They i n j e c t e d cash i n t o the l o c a l economy and 

provided s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s a steady e x i s t e n c e . The company 

r e p a i r e d roads and provided l i g h t i n g . They even r e l i e v e d 

r a t e p a y e r s of paying a great deal of money i n refuse c o l l e c t i o n . 

Even the l o c a l v i c a r r e l i e d on S t r a k e r and Love fo r h i s home and 

163 



c o a l s , much to h i s chagrin l a t e r when i t was used as a weapon to 

s i l e n c e him i n the 1863 Rocking S t r i k e . 

The i n f l u e n c e S t r a k e r and Love had touched a l l areas of 

v i l l a g e s o c i a l l i f e . When everything ran smoothly, everyone 

prospered, but the r e a l face of a company c o n t r o l l e d town was 

evident when thi n g s became r a t h e r rough. During s t r i k e s , Straker 

and Love cut the men o f f from a l l t h e i r b e n e f i t s as punishment. 

Recognized l e a d e r s of i n d u s t r i a l unrest were persecuted by the 

b l a c k l i s t system i n the Durham c o a l f i e l d . House e v i c t i o n s and 

the stopping of c r e d i t s t a r v e d the men to go back to work. 

S t r i k e s are the most v i v i d example of how the company used t h e i r 

power. But what i s most g e n e r a l l y overlooked i s the power 

S t r a k e r and Love used every day. I f a breadwinner could no 

longer work the family was s u s c e p t i b l e to e v i c t i o n from t h e i r 

c o l l i e r y cottage d e s p i t e how many other people i n the family were 

working a t the p i t . There was no such thing as tenant's r i g h t s 

or p r o t e c t i o n from u n f a i r d i s m i s s a l . Without a j u s t cause the 

company could f i r e a t w i l l . I t i s l a r g e l y due to the miners' 

unions t h a t workers were protected to a degree unheard of i n 

other areas of E n g l i s h industry. 

Apart from the owners, Brancepeth C o l l i e r y i t s e l f was a 

s i g n i f i c a n t f o r c e i n the v i l l a g e . The mining industry created 

a body of workers who were g e n e r a l l y young and male. This meant 

t h a t mining v i l l a g e s experienced an age imbalance. Willington 

was f u l l of young couples and c h i l d r e n . I t took quite a few 

decades before there was a n a t u r a l balance of the ages. The need 

f o r l a r g e numbers of people near the p i t created an urban 

atmosphere i n W i l l i n g t o n . The tendency of b u i l d i n g row houses 
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i n p i t v i l l a g e s , not only served as a cheap form of construction, 

but c r e a t e d a c l o s e r community atmosphere. The back s t r e e t s of 

c o l l i e r y cottages were a hive of a c t i v i t y — c h i l d r e n playing, 

women c h a t t i n g and men trudging home from work a l l lended i t s e l f 

t o a c o n v i v i a l atmosphere between neighbours. The e q u a l i t y of 

c o l l i e r y housing among the workers meant t h a t a l l houses were the 

same; t h e r e f o r e a l l neighbours were equal. The housing 

c o n d i t i o n s of towns and c i t i e s could not be described as such. 

The paradox of mining v i l l a g e s was th a t they were both r u r a l and 

urban i n nature. Urban i n t h a t the p i t v i l l a g e s had highly 

concentrated populations l i v i n g i n one area, yet r u r a l i n that 

p i t v i l l a g e s were l o c a t e d i n farm areas. Both farmers and miners 

i n t e r a c t e d together. Recreation f o r the community was enhanced 

by wide open spaces and f r e s h country a i r . The r u r a l character 

of the v i l l a g e d i d not cause the i n h a b i t a n t s too many problems. 

I t s d i s t a n t l o c a t i o n from a town caused i t some ob s t a c l e s i n the 

e a r l y century. The a r r i v a l of the r a i l w a y and the increased use 

of b i c y c l e s made t h i s d i s t a n c e n e g l i g i b l e . I t was the urban 

c h a r a c t e r of the v i l l a g e t h a t caused d i f f i c u l t i e s . F i r s t of a l l , 

the l a c k of any organized planning created a lar g e majority of 

the s o c i a l problems. I l l - s u r f a c e d s t r e e t s , the l a c k of drains, 

b u i l d i n g s next to p o s s i b l e h e a l t h hazards, and the l a c k of a pure 

water supply a l l plagued W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s . A l l these 

s a n i t a r y problems were s o l v a b l e but most s o l u t i o n s c o s t money and 

W i l l i n g t o n r a t e p a y e r s were u n w i l l i n g to bear t h i s cost, not 

u n s u r p r i s i n g l y s i n c e , u n t i l the l a t e nineteenth century, the 

ma j o r i t y were farmers l i v i n g on t h e i r own property outside of 

the v i l l a g e and the nuisances. The absence of a l o c a l 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e body capable of s o l v i n g W i l l i n g t o n ' s s a n i t a t i o n 

problems must have caused the i n h a b i t a n t s much g r i e f and 

f r u s t r a t i o n . Even the new l o c a l bodies such as the l o c a l board 

were simply overwhelmed by the t a s k ahead. 

Another v i c t i m of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n was the e s t a b l i s h e d 

church. The t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e of the Anglican church i n guiding 

the s o u l s of a l l England's i n h a b i t a n t s and c o n t r o l l i n g l o c a l 

s e c u l a r p o l i c i e s by the v e s t r y s t a r t e d to d e c l i n e i n the 

nineteenth century. The v e s t r y was replaced by Parliament with 

a l o c a l board, no longer answerable to the l o c a l incumbent. The 

e l i m i n a t i o n of the v e s t r y ' s involvement i n r a t e s and s o c i a l 

a s s i s t a n c e ( i . e . poor r e l i e f ) meant t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s no longer 

looked to the church fo r comfort but to the government. The 

alarming number of P r o t e s t a n t s e c t s and the l e g a l i t y and increase 

of C a t h o l i c i s m i n B r i t a i n g r e a t l y alarmed the church. But 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y the church was unable to combat these new t h r e a t s . 

The church was no longer "the church" but one of s e v e r a l 

churches. Rev Ruxton p e r s o n i f i e d the s t r u g g l e the church faced. 

He s t r o n g l y r e s i s t e d s e c u l a r encroachment on church 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and he angered r e s i d e n t s by h i s uncompromising 

a t t i t u d e s . The church no longer had a g r i p over the population 

and Ruxton soon discovered t h i s f a c t i n h i s own personal defeats 

i n commanding a u t h o r i t y i n W i l l i n g t o n . 

W i l l i n g t o n resembled many p i t v i l l a g e s i n the country i n 

t h a t the mine was sunk c l o s e to an already e x i s t i n g v i l l a g e and 

t h e r e f o r e some i n h a b i t a n t s did not have occupations d i r e c t l y 

l i n k e d to the p i t . The mines i n remote areas of England and 

e s p e c i a l l y Wales and Scotland were so i s o l a t e d t h a t new v i l l a g e s 
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had to be b u i l t to accommodate the workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s and 

t h e r e f o r e the r e s i d e n t s were a l l d i r e c t l y involved with the 

c o l l i e r y . Mineworkers of course dominated Willington, but were 

not i t s s o l e i n h a b i t a n t s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n created a sometimes 

tense atmosphere. The s o c i a l d i v i s i o n s i n the community were 

l i n k e d to c l a s s , r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n and occupation. 

There were two major s o c i a l groups i n the v i l l a g e 

— r e s p e c t a b l e people and p o p u l a r i s t s — but these groups i n 

themselves were not homogenous. The respectable people of the 

v i l l a g e were both working, middle and upper c l a s s . They were 

staunch church/chapel supporters and approved of temperance 

p r i n c i p l e s . They b e l i e v e d i n self-improvement and honest labour. 

T h e i r r e c r e a t i o n s involved C h r i s t i a n a t h l e t i c s , bazaars, 

l e c t u r e s , e x h i b i t i o n s and self-improvement c l a s s e s . The 

r e s p e c t a b l e people were very d i f f e r e n t i n nature to the 

p o p u l a r i s t s who enjoyed drinking, gambling, f a i r s , contests, 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s p o r t s and any r e c r e a t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d with the 

above. 

Both groups were h o s t i l e to one another and s i n c e t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t s were divergent, they r a r e l y had the opportunity to 

come i n t o contact with one another. Local board meetings were 

oft e n the arena f o r disputes and concerns to be r a i s e d . The 

church confronted i t s s e c u l a r challenge a t these meetings. 

Miners confronted the farmers on t h e i r r i g h t to determine l o c a l 

p o l i c y . L o c a l p o l i t i c a l meetings were the focus of the 

f r u s t r a t i o n of the working men who were di s e n f r a n c h i s e d from 

v o t i n g l o c a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y . The I r i s h Brotherhood meetings 

allowed the I r i s h to vent t h e i r f e e l i n g s on the s t a t u s of t h e i r 
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c u l t u r e and n a t i o n a l i t y . The s e l e c t i o n of schools and churches 

was a conscious choice of one group over others which was c l o s e l y 

l i n k e d to other s o c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . Trades unions were a 

f o c a l p o i n t and t o o l f o r addressing concerns and i n j u s t i c e s . 

Unfortunately, d e s p i t e a l l the arenas a v a i l a b l e to vent 

f r u s t r a t i o n and express opinions very few n e u t r a l avenues were 

open f o r the r e s i d e n t s to come together and mix. I t was indeed 

p o s s i b l e f o r one p a r t of the community never to come i n t o contact 

with another. And t h i s condition was not j u s t t y p i c a l for p i t 

v i l l a g e s , but to a l l urban communities i n B r i t a i n . 

W i l l i n g t o n ' s d i v e r s i t y made i t i n t o a l i v e l y V i c t o r i a n p i t 

v i l l a g e . The v a s t numbers of cl u b s , a s s o c i a t i o n s and r e c r e a t i o n s 

o f f e r e d r e s i d e n t s a dynamic community. I t was p o s s i b l e for one 

to be e n t e r t a i n e d every day of the week. C u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y did 

not h a l t W i l l i n g t o n ' s growth, but made i t more v i b r a n t and a 

pl a c e worth l i v i n g i n . Residents wanted a n i c e and easy l i f e and 

they achieved i t the best they knew how. They coped with p i t 

l i f e and i t s r e s t r i c t i o n s . They accepted S t r a k e r and Love's 

power, but were not i n the l e a s t p a s s i v e . When the r e s i d e n t s 

wanted a new chapel ( i . e . P.M.'s) they were determined to achieve 

i t , i n s p i t e of the o b s t a c l e s . The same i s tr u e for unions as 

w e l l . Despite the s a n i t a t i o n problem, overcrowding i n the 

schools, and the prevalence of d i s e a s e s , W i l l i n g t o n i a n s s t r i v e d 

to l i v e a normal l i f e . I t i s a c r e d i t to them that t h e i r 

s o c i e t y , with a l l i t s problems, was extremely v i b r a n t and r i c h . 

Throughout B r i t a i n a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e s were r a p i d l y being 

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d i n order to mine f o r c o a l . W i l l i n g t o n was a° 

t y p i c a l northern p i t v i l l a g e . The v a r i o u s c o a l f i e l d s i n B r i t a i n 
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were d i f f e r e n t i n c h a r a c t e r and t h i s was expressed by the way of 

l i f e of each v i l l a g e . The North E a s t e r n c o a l f i e l d was prosperous 

and t h i s was r e f l e c t e d i n the high standard of l i v i n g of i t s 

miners. Since most mineworkers i n the Durham c o a l f i e l d were 

n a t i v e northerners, t h e i r l i f e s t y l e was influenced by t h e i r 

geography and c u l t u r e . The I r i s h were a minority, conspicuous 

i n t h e i r c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s . The i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l areas i n t o c o l l i e r i e s fundamentally a f f e c t e d the 

i n h a b i t a n t s s o c i a l l y . V i l l a g e s became more c u l t u r a l y d i v e r s e and 

the d i v e r s i t y of peoples l e d to the establishment of s e v e r a l 

d i f f e r e n t churches, c l u b s and a s s o c i a t i o n s . The p h y s i c a l 

problems of s a n i t a t i o n , drainage and housing were the r e s u l t of 

i l l - p l a n n i n g but d i d not adversely a f f e c t the s o c i a l l i f e of the 

v i l l a g e . Although the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n t a n g i b l y changed the 

face of the country and created " p i t v i l l a g e s " , i t s e f f e c t s go 

f a r beyond t h a t . 

The I n d u s t r i a l Revolution, however, was 
more than an expansion of commerce, more 
than a s e r i e s of changes i n the technology 
of c e r t a i n i n d u s t r i e s , more even than an 
a c c e l e r a t i o n of general economic growth. 
I t was a r e v o l u t i o n i n men's access to the 
means of l i f e , i n c o n t r o l over t h e i r 
e c o l o g i c a l environment, i n t h e i r c a p a c i t y 
to escape from tyranny and n i g g a r d l i n e s s 
of nature .1 

The new o r g a n i z a t i o n s and establishments of Wi l l i n g t o n were more 

than j u s t r e c r e a t i o n a l / s o c i a l meeting p l a c e s . They represented 

c e r t a i n i d e a l s and b e l i e f s and v i l l a g e r s c o n s c i o u s l y s e l e c t e d 

what groups to a s s o c i a t e with. Every club, group or church 

expounded a c e r t a i n l i f e s t y l e . The uniqueness of p i t v i l l a g e s 

was t h a t j u s t l i k e urban areas, members of the community were 

e a s i l y d i v i d e d by t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n s . That r e s i d e n t s w i l l i n g l y 
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wanted only to a s s o c i a t e with t h e i r own kind created strong 

s o c i a l s t a t u s and even a s o c i a l h i e r a r c h y . The demonstrations 

and arguments t h a t occurred i n W i l l i n g t o n were the r e s u l t of 

f r i c t i o n when one s o c i a l group i n the community f e l t v i c t i m i z e d 

by another. The v i t a l i t y and p r o s p e r i t y of the v i l l a g e continued 

i n t o the e a r l y twentieth century. The d e c l i n e of the North 

E a s t e r n C o a l f i e l d with the dismantling of the c o l l i e r i e s , the 

e r a d i c a t i o n of p i t heaps, and demolishing of c o l l i e r y cottages 

s i g n a l l e d an end to a unique form of community: r u r a l yet urban; 

i n d u s t r i a l y e t r e s i d e n t i a l ; d i v e r s e yet united — a community, 

t h a t d e s p i t e i t s s e r i o u s s o c i a l problems, was s t r a n g e l y cohesive 

and functioned i n s p i t e of the f a c t i t was not designed to e x i s t 

i n the f i r s t p l a c e . 

ENDNOTES 
1 
Harold Perkin, The O r i g i n s of Modern E n g l i s h Society 1780-

1880 (London, 1969), p.3 
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APPENDIX A 

A Biography of Joseph Love (1796-1875)^ 

Joseph Love's l i f e e x e m p l i f i e s a t y p i c a l V i c t o r i a n success 

s t o r y . He was born i n t o a mining family i n 1796 at New York, a 

small v i l l a g e near North S h i e l d s . His fat h e r , William Love, was 

a keeper a t the c o l l i e r y t here. The Love family moved around the 

region and e v e n t u a l l y Joseph j o i n e d h i s f a t h e r a t the p i t (the 

date i s u n c l e a r ) . By the age of nineteen, he was hewing coal a t 

Percy Main C o l l i e r y , where h i s two h a l f - b r o t h e r s (William Love 

married twice) became p u t t e r s f o r him. I n 1820, he abandoned p i t 

l i f e and became a s u c c e s s f u l hawker of t e a s , coffee and drapery 

goods. His r e l i g i o u s devotion to the Methodist New Connexion, 

which dominated the r e s t of h i s l i f e , i s evident a t t h i s time 

when he became a l o c a l preacher. His success as a businessman 

grew i n Lumley, when he opened a shop. Joseph's c a r e e r e s c a l a t e d 

with h i s marriage to Sarah Pearson of North S h i e l d s , daughter of 

timber merchant I s a a c Pearson. T i r e d of s e l l i n g goods, Joseph 

began to c o n t r a c t work f o r b u i l d i n g miners' cottages i n 1829. 

He then ventured i n t o the m i l l i n g trade at S h i n c l i f f e and nearly 

l o s t a l l of h i s c a p i t a l when the Newcastle D i s t r i c t Bank 

c o l l a p s e d . Not deterred by t h a t f i n a n c i a l d i s a s t e r , he moved to 

North S h i e l d s and assumed I s a a c Pearson's timber business a f t e r 

the l a t t e r ' s death. I t was a t t h i s point t h a t he became the 

a s s o c i a t e of Joseph and John S t r a k e r , t h r i v i n g s h i p b u i l d e r s and 

timber merchants. Within a year of the Straker/Love partnership, 

they turned t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to the Durham c o a l f i e l d . With Love's 

experience as a pitman, and the S t r a k e r s ' connection i n supplying 

c o l l i e r y timber, along with rumours of the v a s t amount of coal 
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i n Durham, t h e i r p a r t n e r s h i p was destined to succeed. Together 

with some Durham C i t y businessmen, they formed a consortium to 

purchase the Brancepeth Coal Royalty. A f t e r the businessmen 

deserted the consortium, they formed the firm S t r a k e r and Love 

i n 1841. To manage the c o l l i e r i e s more e f f e c t i v e l y , Love moved 

to Durham C i t y and l a t e r to W i l l i n g t o n . He began to c a p i t a l i z e 

on h i s p r o f i t s by purchasing more c o l l i e r i e s i n County Durham. 

His only son, I s a a c Pearson Love, died young, l e a v i n g one 

h e i r , Joseph Horatio Love (b.l853). I s a a c ' s wife remarried 

Robinson Ferens (1822-1892), another p l a y e r i n Joseph's business 

d e a l i n g s . Ferens, from a Durham family of drapers, formed a 

p a r t n e r s h i p with Love c a l l e d Ferens and Love. T h i s partnership 

soon began to acquire mining a s s e t s . When Joseph moved to h i s 

newly b u i l t mansion near Durham C i t y , Ferens became head of the 

ol d Love household and assumed the p a t e r n a l i s t i c views and 

a t t i t u d e s Love had over W i l l i n g t o n and d i s t r i c t . 

Joseph Love was a county magistrate and on the Durham Board 

Guardians, although he only took p a r t i n the proceedings when i t 

a f f e c t e d h i s business i n t e r e s t s . He generously supported the 

New Connexion and other churches and organ i z a t i o n s i n Willington, 

but f o r h i s own purposes. He patronized h i s r e l a t i v e s a t the 

c o l l i e r i e s . Joseph's f u n e r a l i n 1875 was the l a r g e s t ever seen. 

More than f i f t y v e h i c l e s a r r i v e d a t St. Brandon's Church. Even 

the b e l l s a t Durham Cathedral rang a mourning p e e l . Joseph 

Love's legacy d i f f e r e d w i t h i n the community. Peers lauded him 

f o r h i s beneficence, while employees were glad to be r i d of a 

t y r a n t . 
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APPENDIX B 

Brancepeth A P i t D i s a s t e r 1896 

Brancepeth C o l l i e r y employed a skeleton crew of stonemen, 

pumpers, s h i f t e r s , d r i v e r s and hewers on the n i g h t s h i f t to r e p a i r 

and ready the mine for the next morning's s h i f t . John Mould, 

brakesman, lowered the two r e l i e f b a c k s h i f t hewers at 9.30pm as 

u s u a l . A f t e r a few minutes. Mould r e a l i z e d something was wrong, 

and before he could do anything, a tremendous explosion occurred. 

O f f i c i a l s on the bank a l e r t e d other v i l l a g e r s and a rescue party 

was h a s t i l y formed. The r e s c u e r s found the rapperman Wilson 

unconscious a t the bottom of the s h a f t . Within a few minutes 

they found seven workers i n the Brockwell and two i n the J e t Seam 

a l i v e , which l e f t twenty workers s t i l l missing. 

No one can read, unmoved, of the rush of volunteers 
e a g e r l y competing f o r the p e r i l o u s honour of 
descending i n t o the yawning h e l l , already the grave 
of many of t h e i r fellow-workmen, i n the hope that, 
a t l e a s t , some might s t i l l be l e f t a l i v e , to save; 
or what more p a t h e t i c i n c i d e n t was ever penned, that 
of the brave old overman, i n charge of the r e l i e f 
p arty, who, f i n d i n g h i s own son amongst the f i r s t 
s l a i n , pushed r e s o l u t e l y onward, l e s t haply there 
might be others, not yet l i k e h i s loved one, past 
a l l human a i d . ^ 

Unfortunately a l l the missing men were discovered dead a few days 

l a t e r . John F o s t e r , working on the engineplane could only be 

i d e n t i f i e d by a remnant of h i s s h i r t . O f f i c i a l s of the DMA were 

on the scene as soon as the news reached them. John Wilson, M.P. 

and f i n a n c i a l s e c r e t a r y of the DMA, j o i n e d the search party 

everyday u n t i l a l l the bodies were found. 

The coroner's inquest a t Brancepeth C o l l i e r y L i t e r a r y 

I n s t i t u t e a t t r a c t e d much a t t e n t i o n . Among those present were 

John Wilson, John Forman (DMA p r e s i d e n t ) , Hugh Boyle (Miners' 

173 



Federation of Great B r i t a i n ) , the i n s p e c t o r s of mines (Durham and 

Newcastle D i s t r i c t s ) , and b a r r i s t e r s representing both Straker 

and Love and the deceased. The inquest found: 

That a shot was f i r e d , but by whom we know not, 
and t h a t the s a i d shot i g n i t e d the coal dust and 
caused an explosion i n the Cross-Cut way, 
culminating i n the deaths of the twenty men and 
boys a c c i d e n t a l l y . 3 

A f t e r the inquest, the House of Commons S e l e c t Committee 

i n v e s t i g a t e d the cause of the explosion. 

The f i n d i n g s of both bodies were i n c o n c l u s i v e and hotly 

debated. John Rogerson, m a s t e r s h i f t e r and n i g h t s h i f t overman, 

who died i n the d i s a s t e r , f e l l under at t a c k . I t was suspected 

t h a t he had t r i e d to f i r e a shot to remove a roof obstruction i n 

s p i t e of the f a c t he was not q u a l i f i e d to handle e x p l o s i v e s . The 

angle of the hole, bored f o r the gunpowder, was f a u l t y and 

r e s u l t e d i n a m i s f i r e . Rogerson died i n s t a n t l y . Straker and 

Love adamantly refused to accept t h a t Rogerson, with twenty-two 

y e a r s experience i n mining, placed the charge. A f t e r the 

fi n d i n g s of the committees, S t r a k e r and Love forbade shot f i r i n g 

on main roads. 

The Brancepeth A P i t D i s a s t e r had caused twenty deaths, 

c r e a t i n g eleven widows and twenty-six orphans. A pub l i c 

s u b s c r i p t i o n r a i s e d over £2,000. Su b s c r i b e r s included Straker 

and Love (£500), Viscount Boyne (£500) and the Bishop of Durham 

(£25). The money extended over fourteen years to provide an 

income f o r the bereaved f a m i l i e s . The explosion c o s t the Durham 

Miners' Permanent R e l i e f Fund £3007, and S t r a k e r and Love £2863 

i n f u n e r a l , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , l i v e s t o c k (30 ponies died i n the 

explosion) and labour c o s t s . The e f f e c t of the explosion on 
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W i l l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s i s revealed i n a teacher's log entry. 

On Tuesday there was a very poor attendance 
owing to a t e r r i b l e explosion a t the A P i t , 
Brancepeth C o l l i e r y . The work i n school has 
been but i l l c a r r i e d on, the teachers and 
s c h o l a r s a l i k e sharing i n the general a i r of 
depression pervading the whole neighbourhood. 
The i n c i d e n t s i n connection with the recovery 
of the bodies have been h i g h l y s e n s a t i o n a l 
and the e f f e c t of t h i s has been very marked 
i n the attendance behaviour, and a t t e n t i o n of 
the s c h o l a r s . ^ 

Joseph H. S t r a k e r unveiled a memorial plaque i n 1897 to 

commemorate the dead. Today one can see i t i n the entrance to 

Brancepeth Miners' Welfare (now Spectrum L e i s u r e Complex). 

ENDNOTES 
1 

T h i s b i o g r a p h i c a l sketch i s based on Geoffrey Milburn, Piety, 
P r o f i t and Paternalism (Cheshire, 1983), p.8-35 and Love's 
obituary i n the DC, 26 February 1875 

2 
Durham Miners' A s s o c i a t i o n Monthly C i r c u l a r , March 1896 

3 
Parliament. House of Commons S e l e c t Committee. Brancepeth 

A P i t D i s a s t e r . 1896 XVIII.521 
4 
DCRO, School Board Records, E/W64 v o l . 3 
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^ined on the "iBranoepeth 'Sxpiodion, 
—••3 s: A P R I L 13th, i8g6. 

Long, long will the talc of Branccpcth bo told, 
When young men and maidens grow fcoblo and old, 
Some brave gallant Miners who mot with their fate 
I n a fearful disaster; so sod to relate. 

On a bright alfcernoon without fear dread, 
Went to toil in the mint for their daily bread ; 
Biding their loved oneb " good bye " with gdod cheer, 
Homing soon to return to them they love dear. 

But alas, indirations, that something had come. 
Before the shift ended wlpcli caupcd fear and gloom ; 
Vet not the moment, no one could define, 
What had liappcucd so suddenly to those in the mine. 

The first one alarmod that something was wrong. 
Was John Mould the brakesman, with convictions so 

Ftrong; 
When left alone he heard a strange sourd. 
With suspicions it had come from under ground. 

The soun:l was so low to which he referred. 
At the htiuscb close by it could not bo heard, 
Like a ftroiig gust of wind and then i t was past, 
Just but for a moment did it seem to last. 

Had that been the wor'.t how glad would ho been. 
It would have prevented the sights that was seen ; 
The brave men and boys that met with their fate. 
Would have saved the disaster, so sad to relate. 
As time still went on, till thirty past nine, 
Ito lowered two men down into tho mine 
Kxpecting a signal for others to ride, 
Biit the returning signal was never applied. 
Again alone, these words he did say 
His companion had gone a short distance a.way, 
Attending to duty but soon did rctumi 
Tu l:oar tho sad ncwa wJusJiJimilcJjim.to monrn. 
Then on to the heap with firm t'tcp but slow. 
And what he saw there proved to him that bc'ow. 
An explosion was raging, he saw in a glance. 
As the smoke and tlio dust up the pit did advance. 
A summons was sent to tho overman then. 
To come with all speed which he did not retrain, 
Expecting in hope that all would be well, 
But alas, 0 how dreadful a tale for to tell. 
Lookmg then down the pit, both Dowson and Mould, 
Known the lights it still burning could pla-nly behold ; 
Though gazing so eager with sight strong and keen. 
Filled their minds with confusion as no lights could 

be seen. 
Mr. DowBon no longer his feelings could hold. 
Bring tho cngu up and I will descend Mr. Mould ; 
When he reached tho dark mine bv his hght bo was 

led 
To tho rapper man Wilson, with a wound in his head. 
Ho soon gave the signal again for to ride 
With tho man who was bleeding in tho cage by his 

side ; 
Ho then was convinced what had been tho cause. 
And could not withhold it from the Overman Laws. 
With grief overwhelming he then calmly paid. 
Our sons who down tho mine are both dead, 
To meet this great trial, let us bo prepared, 
For in this disaster they cannot bo sparol. 

Then down in tho mine they dcscondcd again. 
On the bank whore they mot they could not remain. 
Their feelings o'er came them, with sorrow and grief, 
Chinking some of the victims they might give releif, 
'hit Grieves wao tho next to come on tho scone. 
He could not understand what this summons could 

mean, 
Never suspecting so soon he would hear. 
That a fearful explosion was looming so near. 

TQM HEDLEY, Printer, BHANDON. 

No, no John don't tell me it cannot be so, 
Miblortunes has happened as wc al l do know. 
With tears in his eyes made him soon to confess, 
Was seen by his moving too and fro i n distress. 
Then soon tho news spread, when made fully known, 
Tho relations appeared to look after their own. 
The scene was heartrending, with sad moans and cryi, 
3y tho mothers and children with tear gushing eyes. 
As time rolled on excitment arose 
As no one at first could the secret disclose, 
>fr. Weeks, Mr. GricvcSLMr. Down anil Laws 
Was the first to explore, lidniccding the cause. 

Mr. Rutherford then with a gallant crew, 
(;amo next on tho scene witn intent to rescue ; 
Soon a message came forth from the def th of the mine. 
That some did survive and the number was nine. 
This gave tome relict to those standing by. 
But did not allay the lamentable cry. 
As it was well known that still their were more 
And with renewed eflorts with skill did explore, 
Thoft'canic such assistance from near and from far, 
O could we but name them to whom wc refer. 
They ore worthy of praise, as they nobly camo forth 
From Fast and from West, from South and from 

North. 

Then onward thoy prest not a moment was lost 
To save or iccover not counting tho cost. 
With strong fortitude, hearts noble and true. 
Through dangers undaunted thoy pressed their way 

through. 
When finding the bodies, to give in detail. 
I t makes tho heart bleed ond nature to fail; 
So mangled and bruised we cannot explain, 
O pity tho Miners, who in Lrancopeth was slain. 
Wheii thb accittcnt-hoppt-norl, ali/faough it "Was iiTght 
Many thousands of people did witness the sight; 
Mothers and cuildrcn did cry in despair. 
Known Husbands and Fathers and Brothers were 

there. 
Tho names of the lost who first came in view 
Were Foster, R . Lawson, and Rogerson too, 
W. Cooke too is gone his race it is run, 
And likewise John Dowson, tho Overman's Son. 
H . Hodgson, T . Nicholson. G. Laulher, and Laws, 
W. Rawlings, T. Spenco, but here I must pause, 
T. Lawson, C. Linton, what more shall I say, 
Wearmouth, Jellerson, and Ronson were all in one 

way. 

M. Turner, J . Brigham. 'tis a sod tale to tell. 
They arc gone B Newell, and Carling as well; 
Yes, they are gone never more to return. 
Their loved ones are left to weep and to mourn. 
What a sorrowful sight when the bodies was laid. 
By thousands of Mourners who saw thorn convoyed 
To their last resting place, tho last tribute to pay, 
Shall meet thcui no more till the last judgement 

day. 

Had it been in the day time, yes. had it been then.. 
There tnlght have- been' Bacri£ced two hundred brave 

men. 
I t might hove been at the change, at 30 past nine. 
When oil men ond boys would have been in tho 

mine. 

Then Miners' take warning, use caution and care, 
Calamities will come, then always beware. 
Your lives are in danger where ever you be, 
Down in the dark Mine, by land or by sea. 
Tho command to be ready is given to all. 
The rich ond tbe poor, the great and the small, 
When dangers ana trials and suQerings are past, 
May oil shore in the joys which otornally lost. 

tY M. DAVISON, HEDLEY HILL. 
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mw P IT S H A N C t f t T M COLLIERY. 

1. Also known as C P i t c.1900. 

2. No. 3 R u s s e l l Place ( 1 9 ? ) . A c o l l i e r y c o t t a g e f o r 
workers. N o t i c e t he l a c e c u r t a i n s i n the window. 
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3. Boyne S t r e e t (1989). A row o f c o l l i e r y cottages f o r 
workers. 

I,, The back view o f V i c t o r i a S t r e e t (1 989). I n e a r l i e r 
t imes the s l a g heap was c l e a r l y v i s i b l e a t the bottom 
o f t h e s t r e e t . 

177 



5. Low W i l l i n g t o n c.1930s. E a r l y W i l l i n g t o n housing. 
N o t i c e the i r o n r a i l i n g s , which was p r e v a l e n t 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e v i l l a g e . 

Brancepeth Terrace (1989). C o l l i e r y cottages f o r 
o f f i c i a l s . I n c o n t r a s t t o the workers' c o t t a g e s , 
these houses have a l a r g e f r o n t garden and bay 
windows. 
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7. U n i t e d Sunday School Outing (1906) on the p l a t f o r m a t 
W i l l i n g t o n S t a t i o n . At the r i g h t , one can see the 
c h i l d r e n l i n e d up the s t a i r s and across the r a i l w a y 
b r i d g e . 

8. The Church Lads' Brigade ( 1 9 ? ) . The uniforms are 
indeed v e r y m i l i t a r y . Dr. E.J. Brewis, the l e a d e r , 
i s seated i n the c e n t r e . 
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