
Durham E-Theses

The history and monuments of the Tahirid dynasty of
the Yemen 858-923/1454-1517

Porter, Venetia Ann

How to cite:

Porter, Venetia Ann (1992) The history and monuments of the Tahirid dynasty of the Yemen
858-923/1454-1517, Durham theses, Durham University. Available at Durham E-Theses Online:
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/5867/

Use policy

The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or
charge, for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-pro�t purposes provided that:

• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source

• a link is made to the metadata record in Durham E-Theses

• the full-text is not changed in any way

The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.

Please consult the full Durham E-Theses policy for further details.

Academic Support O�ce, The Palatine Centre, Durham University, Stockton Road, Durham, DH1 3LE
e-mail: e-theses.admin@durham.ac.uk Tel: +44 0191 334 6107

http://etheses.dur.ac.uk

http://www.dur.ac.uk
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/5867/
 http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/5867/ 
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/policies/
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk


The History and Monuments of the Tahirid dynasty of the 
Yemen 858-923/1454-1517 

VOLUME2 

A thesis presented to the University of Durham 

by 

Venetia Ann Porter 

For the degree of Ph.D. 

The copyright of this thesis rests ~ith the author. 

No quotation from it should be published without 

his prior written consent and information derived 

from it should be acknowledged. 

School of Oriental Studies 
Facu1ty of Arts 

1992 

~ 6 APR 1993 



LIST OF FIGURES 

1. Map of the Yemen after Smith, Simt II, Map 1 & 2 . 
2. The last Rasulids and the Tahirids 

3a. Genealogical table after Schuman, Qihidah 
b. Table showing the Tahirid rebels 

4. Map of Aden from Norris, Aden tanks 

5. The Portuguese attack on Aden from Correia, Lendas da India 

6. The Great Mosque at Ibb from Finster, Archaeologische Berichte, fig. 81 

7. Plan of the hammam at al-Janad (not to scale) 

8. Sketch plan of al-Miqranah (J. Leslie) 

9. Plan of the city of Zabid after Keall, "Preliminary report", fig. 1 

10. Plan of the Great Mosque of Zabid from Keall, "Preliminary report", fig. 2 

11. Plan of the Great Mosque, Juban 

12. Plan of the Manstiriyyah madrasah, Juban . 
13. Plan of the Mu'tabiyyah madrasah (J. Leslie after Lewcock, "Three 

Medieval mosques" 

14. Plan of Masllhad al-Qiblf, Shellal from Creswell, IDQ!, fig. 76 

15. Plan of the 'Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada (J. Leslie after al-Radi) 

16. Plan of al-Ribat Rada .. 

17. Plan of the mosque at al-Miqranah (J. Leslie) 



LIST OF PLATES 

T AHIRID MONUMENTS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Ibb, Ni~·an madrasah 

Al-Janad, possible Tahirid ~ammam attached to the Great Mosque 

Al-Miqranah, the present village (fig. 7, (i)) 

Al-Miqranah, path leading to remains of city (fig. 7, (iii)) 

Al-Miqranah, remains of structure (fig. 7, (iv)) 

Al-Miqranah, one of the birkahs 

Al-Miqr'imah, remains of large arched structure 

Al-Miqranah, collapsed domed chamber, part of arched structure 

~' Rada, fortress 

Zabid, Great Mosque, tile panel to left of mihrab 

Juban, Great Mosque 

Juban, Great Mosque, west side knocked down 

Juban, Great Mosque, soutemmost end of mihrab aisle with blind arcading 
to the right. The open roof may have been onginally covered over 

Juban, Manfuriyyah madrasah 

Juban, Man~Ur:iyyah madrasah, stucco inscription containing date 887/1482 

Juban, Man~uriyyah madrasah, entrance into west side of courtyard 

Juban, Man.sUriyyah madrasah, courtyard 

Ta'izz, Jami"al-Muzaffar 

Juban, ManSuriyyah madrasah, detail of projecting mihrab . . 

Zabfcl, Far~aniyyah madrasah, detail of facade 

Rada,'Xmiriyyah madrasah, viewed from the north 

Rada, Amiriyyah madrasah, raised sanctuary and courtyard 



23. Rada: Ainiriyyah madrasah, east wall, detail 

24. Rada: Amiriyyah madrasah, portico 

25. Rada: Amiriyyah madrasah, detail, comer of north and east wall 

26. Rada: Interior of demolished hammam 

27. Zabid, Wahhabiyyah madrasah 

28. Zab1d, Wahhabiyyah madrasah, arched recesses with plaited motifs, 
schoolroom, south side 

29. Zabld, Wahhabiyyah madrasah, interior 

30. Rada~ wooden panel set into doorway leading to outer courtyard of the 
&Amiriyyah. The inscription is in the name of Mul:ammad b:isa al-Ba .. daiu­
and dated the month of Rajab 899 

31. Rada: al-Riba~. courtyard 

32. Rada: al-Ribat, interior 

33. Rada: Baghdadiyyah madrasah 

34. Al-Miqranah, mosque 

35. Rada: portico of mosque known locally as "al-Masjid" 

36. Rada: detail of wooden door of "al-Masjid" 

37. Juban, Tomb of the Tahirids 

38. Juban, interior of the tomb, possible sarcophagus of Sultan Ali al-Malil< 
al-Mujahid d. 883/1478 

39. Juban, detail of wooden sarcophagus possibly belonging to Sultan £Ali al­
Malik al-Mujahid 

MIHRABS 

40. Juban, mihfab of the Great Mosque, interior 

41. Juban, milu'ab of the Great Mosque, exterior 

42. Juban, Mansuriyyah madrasah, detail of mihrab, the candlestick fonn of 
the engaged pillars on either side can just be seen 

43. Rada~ al-Riba! mihfab 



44. Raaa: Amiriyyah madrasah, mihrab 

45. Zab1d, Wahhabiyyah madrasah, mi~b 

46. Zabld, Great Mosque, mi~ab 

47. Al-Miqranah, m~b of mosque, exterior 

MINARETS 

48. Juban, Great Mosque minaret 

49. Juban, Manfuriyyah madrasah, minaret 

50. Ta \zz, Ashrafiyyah madrasah, minaret 

51. Rada: Amiriyyah madrasah, photograph taken by Burkhardt showing 
minaret close to roof of portico 

52. Zab1d, Wahhabiyyah madrasah, minaret 

PAINTED DECORATION 

53. The painted interior of the Gunbad of the Turbat·i Shaykh Jam 

54. The painted interior of the madrasah of Badr al-Dm Aintin Cairo, early 
15th century (photograph B. O'Kane) 

55. Detail of spiral motif in the apinted ceiling of the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, 
Ta"izz 

56. Detail of painted star motif in stucco soffit of arch in the Amiriyyah, 
madrasah 

57. Painted dome of the Mu ... tabiyyah madrasah, Ta\zz 

58. One of the painted side domes of the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Ta~ izz 

59. Detail from the painted ceiling of the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Ta .. izz 

60. Detail from the painted ceiling of the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Tacizz 

61. Detail of the painted ceiling of the Iskandariyyah madrasah, Zabid 

62. Detail of the painted ceiling of the Iskandariyyah madrasah, Zabid (Royal 
Ontario Museum) 

·- ~ 63. Detail of the cursive calligraphy in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada 



64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70. 

70a. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

Detail of the cursive calligraphy in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada c.. 

Detail of the Kufic calligraphy in the tAmiriyyah madrasah, Rada c 

c - -
Detail of tilework in the shrine of Abdallah An~arf at Gazargah near Herat 
ca. 1425-9 from Lentz and Lowry Timur the Princely vision, 86 

Dome 1 of the 'A'miriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Dome 2 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radii' 

Dome 3 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radii' 

Dome 3 of the cAmiriyyah madrasah, Rada' detail 

al-Kawakib al-Durriyyah, ca. 1470, from Atil, Renaissance of Islam, no. 9 

Dome 4 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Dome 4 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, detail 

Dome 5 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radii'detail 

Dome 5 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radacdetail 

Dome 6 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Dome 6 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radac detail 

t-

Dome 6 of the Amiriyyah madrasah, detail 

Painted squinch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Painted squinch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Painted squinch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Painted squinch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada"' 

Painted soffit of arch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Painted soffit of arch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada ' 

Stucco s,offit of arch in the 'Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Detail of painted decoration in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada < 

Detail of painted decoration in the ·Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada ' 



87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

Detail of painted decoration in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Detail of painted interlocking star pattern in the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Ta .... 
izz to compare with Amiriyyah 

c.-
Detail of painter interlocking star pattern in the Amiriyyah madrasah, 
Rada' 

Detail of painted feathery leaf motif in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

Detail of painted feathery leaf motif in the Iskandariyyah madrasah, Zahid 
(Royal Ontario Museum) to compare with "Amiriyyah 

Detail of painted decoration in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada" 

Detail of stucco ceiling of al-Rioat, Rada'to compare with 'Amiriyyah 

STUCCO lDJECORA'fKON 

94. Stucco panel in the sanctuary of the Great Mosque, Juhan 

95. Stucco ceiling in the Manfuriyyah madrasah, Juhan 

96. Stucco dome in the Man~Uriyyah madrasah, Juhan detail 

97. Stucco dome in the Manfuriyyah madrasah, Juhan 

98. Detail of painted dome in the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Ta£izz to compare 
with the Man~yyah madrasah, Juhan 

99. Stucco dome of al-Ribat, Rada" 

100. Stucco dome of al-Ribat, Radii detail 

101. Stucco dome of al-Rihat, detail 

102. Stucco soffit in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada c. 

103. Stucco soffit in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada detail 

104. Stucco inscription framing window in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 
containing part of foundation inscription 

105. Detail of Stucco in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada'" 

106. Stucco soffit in the Ashrafiyyah madrasah, Tacizz to compare with 
t:Ainiriyyah 



107. Stucco panel in th~ Zawiyah of Shaykh Zayn al-Dm Yt.lsuf, Cairo ca 1320 
to compare with 'Amiriyyah 

108. Detail of stucco soffit of arch in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

109. Detail from brass inlaid basin, ca. 1300, Victoria and Albert Museum 740-
1898 from Atil, Renaissance of Islam, no. 18. 

110. Minaret of Nasjr al-Dm Mul).ammad, Cairo 1296-1304, detail of stucco at 
top of photograph to compare with Amiriyyah 

111. Stucco panel outside the sanctuary in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Radtdetail 
within the coffered ceiling 

112. Coffered ceiling outside the sanctuary in the .:Amiriyyah madrasah 

113. Stucco decoration within fluted side dome, north colonade in the 
.. Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada' 

114. Stucco decoration within fluted side dome, north colonade in the 
'Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada'detail 

115. Stucco panel on the back of the projecting mihrab in the Amiriyyah 
madrasah, Radii~ north colonade 

116. Detail of stucco decoration on the mihrab wall of the Great Mosque in 
Zabid, Tahirid period restoration 

117. Detail of stucco in soffit of arch in the Great Mosque in Zabld, Tahirid 
period restoration 

-QAlDAD lDJECORATKON 
• 0 

118. 

119. 

120. 

121. 

122. 

123. 

Detail of projecting mihrab of the Mansffiiyyah madrasah, Juban qadad 
decoration in the blind ruches . . • 

Detail of projecting mihfab of the mosque at al-Miqranah (drawing Leslie) . 
Qadad decoration on wall of hammam in al-Ribat, Rada c. . . 
Qadact decoration on wall of hammam in al-Ribat, Rada.detail . . 
Qadad decoration on wall of courtyard in al-Ribat, detail . . • 

Qadad decoration on wall of courtyard in al-Riba!, Radt'detail . . 
124. Qada'"d decoration in hammam of the cAmiriyyah madrasah, Rada ' 

• 0 

125. Qadad decoration in hammam of the .. kniriyyah madrasah, Rada c.. 
• 0 



126. Qadact mihrabs, ground level, south side of madrasah .. 
lPOSSKJBJLJE KNDKAN KNJFLUJENCJES 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

c-
Fluted dome, Amiriyyah madrasah, east side 

Stepped pendentives in side dome of the Man~W:iyyah madrasah, Juban 

Stepped pendentives in fluted dome of the '.Alniriyyah madrasah, east side 
of colonade in front of sanctuary 

Stepped pendentives in the demolished hammam to the north east of the 
c Amiriyyah madrasah (photograph R. Lewcock) 

• 
Stepped pendentives in the Jami Masjid at Gulbarga, Deccanca. 1367 

Detail of one of the three courtyard columns in the ManSUriyyah 
madrasah, J uban 

Detail of column in the Masjid and Rauda of Rani Sipri, Ahmadabad, 
1514 

Detail of 15th century Indian textile, Ashmolean Museum 1990.1099 

Detail of 15th century Indian textile, Ashmolean Museum 80.136 

Detail of 15th century Indian textile, Ashmolean Museum 1990.275 

'- _c. 
Detail of wall painting in the Amiriyyah madrasah, Rada with designs 
influenced by Indian textiles 

Detail of painted squinch in the ·Amiriyyah madrasah, Racfa' showing 
possible influence of Indian textiles 

Detail of 15th century Indian textile, Textile Museum Washington 



Fig. 4 Map of: Aden fran ~orris, Aden Tanks 

1"111; 

PENINSULA 
oF 

ADEN 

CULF 
OP 

ADEN 

... , ...... ~ 
~··· f 

,UR\..ONC.& 
8 "' ... :1 0 

Fig. 5 The Portuguese attack on Aden fran Correia, Lendas da India 



Fig. 6 The Great Mosque at Ibb from Finster Archaeologische Berichte 
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Fig. 9 Sketch plan of zabi'd after Keall 

1. Bah al-Nakhl/Bab Ghulayfiqah 

2. Bah Sihlmt 

3. Bah Shubll-iq 

4. Bab al-Qurtub. 

5. '!he great ~e 

6. Masjid al-Asna .. ir 

7. Citadel, al-Iskandariyyah 

oar al-Na?r <oar al-Kabir al-~iri (Bughyah, 211> 

a. oar a1-sil~ CBughyah, 162), oar al-Salam <Bughyah, 196) 

9. Madrasat al-~iriyyah (Bughyah, 212) 

10. Mashhad of Abu Bakr al-f:!addad ( ~} 233-4) 

'lbe positions of the buildings cited by Ibn al-Da.yba~ are only aproximate 
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Fig. 8 Sketch plan of al-Miqraila.h 
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(i) Present village, plate 3 

( ii) r-bsque , plate 34 
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(iii) Path leading to remains of city, plate 4 

( i v) Ranains of structure, plate 5 
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Fig. 10 The Great Mosque at Zabi"d from Keall, .. :'Preliminary Report" 
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Fig. 11 The Great Mosque at Juban 
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Fig. 12 The Man~ilriyyah madrasah, Juban 
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Fig. 15 The Amiri yyah madrasah, Rada oo 

after al-Radi, The 'Ainiriyyah madrasah 
\ 

forthcQ!Ji:i,ng 
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Fig. 13 The Mu tabiyyah madrasah, Ta izz 
after Lewcock, "Three Medieval Mosques" 

Fig. 14 The Mashhad al-Qiblf, Shellal from 
Creswell, Egypt 



Fig. 16 Al-Ribat, Rada&{sketch plan) . 
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Fig. 17 The mosque at al-Miqranah {sketch plan) 
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Pl. II a. Interior of the Gunbad (I ). 
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