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A«R» ฬ e l l e 

м German P u b l i c O p i n i o n and H i t l e r b e P o l i c i e s » 1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 9 w . 

A T h e s i s e u b m i t t ø d f o r t h e d e g r e e o f n»A« o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Durham* 

Septembør» 1 9 6 8 · 

A b s t r a c t 

T h i s t h e s i s i e an a n a l y s i s o f t h e n a t u r e and mechan ice o f p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n i n N a z i p e a c e t i m e s o c i e t y . I t s aiff l has been t o b r e a k doran 

t h e s o c i e t y o f t h e T h i r d R a i c h i n t o i t e e s s e n t i a l c o m p o n e n t e 9 and 

t h r o u g h an i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f i t s i n e t i t u t i o n s 9 and more p a r t i c u l a r l y 

o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s who composed է hem 9 t o g a i n an i n e i g h t i n t o t h e 

a c t i o n and i n t e r a c t i o n o f t h e f o r c e s t h a t c r e a t e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n * 

S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d t o t h e German Army 9 t h e C h u r c h 9 

and t h e D i p l o m a t i c S e r v i c e * Th rough r e p r e s e n t a t i v e cases o f t h e s e 

t h r e e b o d i e s an a t t e m p t has been made t o c r e a t e an i n f o r m e d p i c t u r e 

o f t h r e e i m p o r t a n t s e c t i o n s o f t h e p u b l i c m i n d * 

C r e a t s t r e s s hae been l a i d on t h e c o n t i n g e n c y be tween N a z i c o n t r o l s 

e s p e e i e l l y H i t l e r ' s p ropaganda t e c h n i q u e s » and o p i n i o n « f o r m i n g · The 

b a s i c q u e s t i o n s o f հ օ ա a l l s s c t i o n s o f German e o c i a t y r e a c t e d t o 

H i t l e r 9 8 p o l i c i e s » why 9 and » I t h » h e t coneaquences a r e aกsœered* 

A d e t a i l e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n has been Rtede o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p betœeen 

ρ ι ώ ϋ ο o p i n i o n i n t h e p e r i o d and t h e m a i n s t r e a m o f h i s t o r y i n t h e N a z i 

e ra« and a l s o t o s e t t h i e p a r t i c u l a r f a c e t o f N a z i h i s t o r y a g a i n s t t h e 

Фоіе b s o l ^ r c m n d o f møderค Sârmaก h l ô t o r y * I n t h a t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 



s e v e r a l f u n d a m e n t a l p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n s o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

have been r a i s e d and a s t a n d p o i n t e s t a b l i s h e d * 

The шогк I s d i v i d e d i n t o n i n e ma in p a r t e - b e g i n n i n g œ i t h a 

d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e p rob leme і ก v o I v e d 9 i n c l u d i n g i n t e r p r e t i v e о п е е 9 

f o l l o œ e d by a p r e l u d a 9 d e a l i n g w i t h t h e r e l e v a n t a s p e c t s o f t h e 

p e r i o d l e a d i n g up t o t h e N a z i take -0V8r і ก 1933 · Then come f i v e 

c e n t r a l c h a p t e r s on t h e p e r i o d 1933-1939» o r g a n i s e d c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ; 

t h e E p i l o g u e makes a f i n a l a n a l y s i s o f p u b l i c o p i n i o ค է and t h e шогк 

І8 c o n c l u d e d ttith an i n d e x o f t h e r e f e r e n c e s น8ad* 

A . R . ฬ6แ8. 
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"German P u b l i c O p i n i o n and H I t i e r ' s P o l i c i e s » 1933—1939·" 

The i d e a o f i n s c r u t a b l e c o n t i n u i t y and a d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e p rob leme 

A g r e a t d e a l t h a t has bean ա ր Ս է տ ո on modern German h i e t o r y hae 

i n t h e f i n a l a n a l y a i s Ьөэп p e r v a d e d by Aeschy lean f a t a l i s m 9 and พ i t h o u t 

e x a g g e r a t i o n ; an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t 8ΘΘ8 t h e p e r i o d f 1919-1939 i n 

Germany as one o f p r e - d e s t i n e d e v o l u t i o n * T h i s may s tem f r o m t h e 

8 Г Г 0 Г t h e h i s t o r i a n may make i n c o n f u s i n g o r f a i l i n g t o d e l i n e a t e 

h i s method o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 9 b e t w e e n o n e b a s e d o n 8 c o n c e p t o f 

i n s c r u t a b l e c o n t i n u i t y and t h a t w h i c h e v a l u a t e s f r o m 8 v i e w p o i n t o f 

an a c c o m p l i s h e d end o r p r o c e s s i n t i m e 9 d e n y i n g u l t i m a t e l y t h e b a s i c 

i d e e o f cause and e f f e c t » and a p r o c e s s o f d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s 9 m e r e l y 

f i t t i n g f a c t 9 as s u p p o r t i n g m a t t e r i n t o an a l r e a d y d e t a i l e d Ғ г а т е и ю г к 

o f e v e n t s * I n t e r - ш а г Germany has been s u b j e c t e d t o t h i s l a t t e r 

t r e a t m e n t 9 a p p e a r i n g as i t does t o move a l o n g t h e s t r a i g h t r o a d f r o m 

V e r s a i l l e s t o Sep tember , 1939 · C a u s a t i o n p l a y s b u t a m i n o r r o l e i n 

t h e o v e r a l l c a e t and a l t h o u g h t h e i n t e n t i o n may have been d i f f e r e n t 

ťhe r e s u l t ІБ n o n e t h e l e s s an u n b a l a n c e d a p p r a i s a l « E m p i r i c i s m as 

such seems t o d i s a p p e a r i n me thod* 

Fern ա օ ս 1 ժ a c c e p t a c o n c e p t o f h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h i n t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t h e p a s t . Each h i s t o r i a n ШІ І1 i n e v i t a b l y g i v e h i s p i c t u r e » 

e m p h a s i s i n g f a c t o r s he c o n s i d e r s i m p o r t a n t . The essence» o r t o t a l i t y 



o f any one e v e n t o r p e r i o d can n e v e r be r e c a p t u r e d i n f u l l , t h o u g h each 

w i l l t r y t o r e c a p t u r e i t 9 and as o b j e c t i v e l y as p o s s i b l e * T h i s İ8 t r u e 

o f much t h a t has been ш г і і і е п оก Weimar and Naz i h i s t o r y , and i n g e n e r a l 

most c o n c l u s i o n s поша0ау8 r u n on t h e same lìก8Ց 9 ա ! է հ a f տ ա e x c e p t i o n s 9 

b u t i n t e r m s o f a c o m p l e t e i n t e r p r e t i v e p i c t u r e o f t h e phenomenon o f 

t h e T h i r d R e i c h v e r d i c t s v a r y , e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r m s o f t h e ա հ օ 1 տ complex 

o f modern German h i s t o r y s i n c e 1 8 7 0 f i n t o พ h i c h t h e Na2i e r a has been 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y s l o t t e d . " I n e v i t a b i l i t y * 1 Ì8 a f a l s e image» and u n h i s t o r i c a l 

t h o u g h t h e methods พ h i c h have l e d s e v e r a l h i s t o r i a n s t o a d o p t t h i s s tand-* 

p o i n t have been q u i t e c o n v e n t i o n a l * 

One o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e s o f any d e t a i l e d s t u d y o f t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y Cerman h i s t o r y and i n d e e d o f a l l h i s t o r y i s i t s i n s c r u t a b i l i t y 9 

and t h a t i t i s f a r f r o m b e i n g a c l e a r - c u t p i c t u r e 9 d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t 

some h i s t o r i a n s make i t appear a s i m p l e p r o c e s s 9 some w i t h o v e r t o n e s o f 

" i n e v i t a b i l i t y , " 

There i s ว b v l o u e l y c o n t i n u i t y i n h i s t o r y 9 b u t i t І8 n o t a 

p r e d i c t a b l e one* H i s t o r y І8 a much b e t t e r g u i d e t o t h e p r e s e n t t h a n 

i t e v e r can be t o t h e f u t u r e . H i s t o r y i s i t s e l f t h e b e s t p r o o f o f 

t h i s * I t can be a g u i d e y g i v i n g a b r o a d v i s i o n o f հ օ ա t h e f u t u r e m i g h t 

e v o l v e * I n 1919 t h e r e พas n o t h i n g p r e d i c t a b l e o r i n e v i t a b l e a b o u t 

t h e c o u r s e German h i s t o r y raould f o l l o w i n t h e n e x t t røenty y e a r s * 

I n f a c t t h e danger o f a c t i n g i n t h B f u t u r e on t h e b a s i s o f p a s t e v e n t s 



« з -

Ì 8 a p p a r e n t * Appeasement i t s e l f was i n p a r t a r e a c t i o n t o p r e - 1 9 1 9 

p o l i c y 9 t h o u g h n o t h i n g wou ld have been more a p p r o p r i a t e i n t h e 1930s 

f o r B r i t a i n and her e v e n t u a l a l l i e s t h a n a sys tem o f c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y 

ա ! է հ r i g i d m i l i t a r y o b l i g a t i o n s . S i m i l a r l y i n o u r ОШП day i t w o u l d be 

f o l l y t o make l o n g - t e r m d e c i s i o n s i n t h e wes t vis»a-vÌ8 t h e communis t 

พ о г I d i n s o u t h - e a s t A s i a on Հ հ e b a s i s o f p a s t and p r e s e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s 

t h e r e . T h i s i s n o t t o deny t h a t a İ68S0ก can be l e a r n t f r o m h i s t o r y ; 

f a r f r o m i t * Perhaps what i t does t e a c h І8 t h e need f o r an a t t i t u d e 

o f h u m i l i t y and p rudence i n а ШОГІСІ s i t u a t i o n шһегө eveกէտ» w h i c h c a n n o t 

be f o r e s e e n 9 can r a p i d l y t r a n s f o r m t h e t o t a l 3Ìtuation0 H e r e i n l i e s 

t h e danger o f d r a s t i c d e c i s i o n s o f mha tever n a t u r e * Moreover i t can 

i n d i c a t e t h e g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h e v e ก t s 9 ( o f rahatever d i m e n s i o n ) 

ЮІ11 be m o v i n g i n t h e ШОГІСІ» a n d i t Ì8 ա ! է հ t h i s i n m i n d t h a t 8 p r i v a t e 

i n d i v i d u a l o r s t a t e s m a n w i l l a c t 9 b u t h a v i n g i n m ind a knorøledge o f t h e 

" p o s s i b l e 1 1 w i t h i n t h i s i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e d r i f t o f e v e n t s * 

I n 1919 and even 1933 t h e f u t u r e d r i f t o f e v e n t s шаร i n no шау 

p e r c e p t i b l e 9 t h o u g h by 1945 end l a t e r many hav8 Ьөөп p r e p a r e d t o say 

t h a t t h e c o u r s e o f German h i s t o r y шаө f o r e s e e a b l e l o n g b e f o r e A d o l f H i t l e r 

came t o рошөг* T h i s І8 t h e a d v a n t a g e t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f h i s t o r y g i v e s 

t o a i l » b u t t o abuse i t Ì8 p o i n t l e s s * 

I t І8 t h e n ա ! է հ 1 ռ t h e a m b i t o f t h i s c o n c e p t o f a c o n t i n u o u s b u t 

i n s c r u t a b l e p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r i c a l change t h a t any a n a l y s i s o f German 

p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n t h e 193Ū8 s h o u l d be made* 
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P a r t o f t h e p r o b l e m i s t o d i s e n t a n g l e t h e p a r t i c u l a r f r o m t h e g e n e r a l 

and t o l o o k a t t h e e v i d e n c e o f o p i n i o n n o t O l i t h i ก t h e c o n c e p t o f a ( > Ger man 

p r o b l e m ^ b u t s o l e l y w i t h i n t h e t e r m s o f cause and e f f e c t * I s i t t r u e 

t o say f o r example t h a t t h e Gsrman p e o p l e d e c i d e d on r e v e n g e i n 1930 as 

8 0 0 ก a s p r o s p e r i t y e n d e d 9 o r 9 " t h e i m p l a c a b l e l o g i c o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

doomed t o f a i l u r e any a t t e m p t t o a r r e s t t h e advance o f N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m 1 1 ? These a r e b u t է ա օ random examp les o f t h o u s a n d s o f 

comments w r i t t e n and u t t e r e d w h i c h a r e รшееріпд g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s on a 

comp lex and i m p o r t a n t i s s u e f one n o t t o be answered l i g h t l y by such 

r h e t o r i c a l g e n e r a l İ B a t i o n e . 

There İ8 8 t e n d e n c y t o add m o r a l r e p r o b a t i o n and t h e i d e a o f 

" g u i l t " t o any s t u d y o f р г ө - ш а г German h i s t o r y 9 c o n s c i o u s l y o r 

บ ก c o n s c i o u s l y 9 a p i t f a l l t h a t İ8 n o t easy t o a v o i d * None wou ld 

q u e s t i o n t h e d i a b o l i c a l e v i l t h a t was H i t l e r end what he w r o u g h t , b u t 

i t і з t o t a l l y i n v a l i d h i s t o r i c a l l y t o add t o any assessment t h e q u e s t i o n 

o f good o r bad* The h i s t o r i a n І8 n o t a j u d g e 9 and c e r t a i n l y n o t a 

h a n g i n g Judge* 

1933 i s a พ a t e r s h e d i n more шауз t h a n j u s t t h e o b v i o u s ; i t i s 

n o t m e r e l y t h e y e a r i n w h i c h H i t l e r came t o power and began t o p e r p e t r a t e 

h i s Naz i r e v o l u t i o n * From t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f a n a l y s i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n 

i n t h e p o s t 1933 p e r i o d t h e p i c t u r e can neve r be c o m p l e t e » even a l l o w i n g 

f o r t h e f a c t t h a t t h e t o t a l i t y o f an e v e n t can neve r be f u l l y r e c a p t u r e d t 

s i n c e t h e T h i r d R e i c h tilas a b r u t a l p o l i c e s t a t e i n w h i c h a l l c o n v e n t i o n a l 
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o u t l e t s o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n were e i t h e r c o n t r o l l e d o r s t i f l e d 9 snd p e r s o n a l 

l i b e r t y พas ก 0 ก - e x Í 8 t e n t # A m a j o r t a s k t h e n i s t o examine t h e n a t u r e 

o f t h e c o n t i n u i t y o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n a f t e r 1933 as compared w i t h t h e p r e -

1933 у ө а г в » а і і о ш і п д f o r t h e s u p p r e s s i v e n a t u r e o f t h a Naz i s t a t s է and 

t o see հ օ ա 9 why, and ա 1 է հ « h e t consequences t h e d r i f t o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n 

i n t e r a c t e d w i t h N a z i p o l i c i e s » The t h r e a d s a f t e r 1933 do a t t i m e s 

become tenuoue» mak ing t h e l i n k s b e f o r e 1933 c o n s i d e r a b l y i m p o r t a n t » 

s i n c e be tween 1919 and 1933 the German p e o p l e шеге l i v i n g i n a r e l a t i v e l y 

f r e e s o c i e t y » ( b u t one f r o m พ һ i c h H i t l e r e m e r g e d ) 9 i n w h i c h t h e f o r c e s 

a t work were i n p a r t mou lded b y f y e t a l s o h e l p e d t o c r e a t e 9 p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n . A l l พas v i o l e n t l y changed by t h e e l e c t i o n s o f 1933 · H i t l e r 

was a p r o d u c t o f t h e s e f o r c e s i n p r e - 1 9 3 3 « To i n t e r p r e t a c c u r a t e l y 

p u b l i c o p i n i o n and H i t l e r ' s p o l i c i e s one must f i r s t u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

p e r i o d 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 3 3 , n o t so much i n t e r m s o f German s o c i e t y f ร p u b l i c 

a t t i t u d e 9 b u t i n t e r m s o f t h e f o r c e s w h i c h l e d t o t h e s i t u a t i o n o f 1 9 3 3 , 

and what f r o m 1919 t o t h a t d a t e mou lded p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Cermany* 

The c o n t i n u i t y b e l e e n р г ө - 1 9 3 3 and p o s t 1933 І8 a m a j o r q u e s t i o n 

t o be апэшөгес!* H i t l e r came t o рошөг i n 1933 as a r e s u l t o f a h i g h l y 

complex c o m b i n a t i o n o f f a c t o r s * Нош Cermsn s o c i s t y r e a c t e d t o h im and 

hÌ8 p o l i c i e s a f t e r 1 9 3 3 , шһеп t h i s comp lex was removed 9 and uihat r e m a i n e d 

mee a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e g i m e i r r e v o c a b l y i n s t a l l e d 9 i s a ma jo r q u e s t i o n n o t 

l i g h t l y anรพeredt. 

O p i n i o n i s t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t i n t h i s c o n t e x t n o t an e a s i l y 

d e f i n a b l e c o n c e p t ) i t i s n o t f o r example as d i r e c t l y t a n g i b l e and 
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e v i d e n t a s w h a t พ8 u s u a l l y mean b y o p i n i o n » t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n U i h i c h 

i t i s i n v o k e d and t h e means by шһ!сһ i t i s e x p r e s s e d . Much o f t h e 

e v i d e n c B t h a t ШІ11 be e x a m i n e d ШІІ1 c o n s i s t o f c o n v e n t i o n a l o p i n i o n 

as ШӨ o r d i n a r i l y кпош i t * But much o f t h e m a t e r i a l used ШІІ1 n o t 

s p r i n g f r o m d i r e c t o p i n i o n s o u r c e s 9 such as а пөшврарег e d i t o r i a l o r 

a b i s h o p 1 ร sermon o r a speech o r a d e m o n s t r s t i o n y o r a m a r t y r d o m 9 o r 

a c o n s p i r a c y 9 b u t f r o m s v i d e n c B w h i c h i s n o t b e i n g d i r e c t l y e x p r e s s e d 

Ө8 o p i n i o n 9 b u t w h i c h n o n e t h e l e s s i s r e l e v a n t e v i d e n c e o f a f o r m o f 

o p i n i o n however i n t a n g i b l e i t may seem on t h e s u r f a c e * T h i s i s 

p a r t i c u l a r l y n e c e s s a r y ՑՑ t h e amount o f d i r e c t e v i d e n c e was l i m i t e d 

b y t h e v e r y n a t u r e o f t h e Naz i r e g i m e - a p o l i c e e t a t e է s u p p r e s s i n g 

a l l f o r m s o f p e r s o n a l e x p r e s s i o n » and c o n t r o l l i n g a l l mass m e d i a 9 

w i t h t h e e v e r - p r e s e n t t h r e a t o f r e m o v a l , i m p r i s o n m e n t 9 o r e x t i n c t i o n 

f o r anyone who d i f f e r e d . I n g a i n i n g and k e e p i n g power and f u r t h e r i n g 

h i s p o l i c i e s i n Germany and Europe end t h e m o r i d i n g e n e r a l H i t l e r 

r e l i e d on Ց p ropaganda mach ine* The t r u t h ша8 o f t e n d i s t o t t e d f and 

t h e a i m f l i k e a l l p r o p a g a ก d a 9 b e i n g t o f o r m o p i n i o n f o r o t h e r s . C e r t a i n l y 

t h e e a r l y and l a t e r success o f t h e Naz i r e g i m s r e s t e d i n p a r t วก t h e 

a b i l i t y t o c o n t r o l mass o p i n i o n » H i t l e r h i m s e l f , พ i t h h i s demagogic 

Р0ШӨГ8 шаร t h e key l i n k i n t h e p ropaganda шаг* Th rough t h e i r c o n t r o l 

o f mass med ia t h e N a z i s were a b l e t o g i v e o u t what t h e y wanted and 

a l s o p r e v e n t u n d e s i r a b l e s f r o m c h a l l e n g i n g t h e i r ^ і е ш з * H i t l e r o f t a n 

wav/ared» 0ก o c c a s i o n s t h e p u b l i c พou ld g e t t h e goods шө11-шгаррөс1 i n 

p ropaganda and d e c e i t f u l l y g i v e n o u t ; on o t h e r s he wou ld t o t a l l y 



d i s r e g a r d t h e Garman p u b l i c and g i v e o r d e r s and make announcements พ h i c h 

һө кпөш m i g h t be u n p o p u l ä r » b u t knowing f u l l Ш6І1 t h e y c o u l d n o t be 

r e d r e s s e d * Much " o p i n i o n " t h e n i s o f t e n t h e v i e w s o f t h e w e l l 

p r o p a g a n d i s e d m i n d , o r o f t h e newspaper พ h i c h i s t o e i ก Q t h e p a r t y l i n e 

f o r t h e good o f i t s own h e a l t h * Propaganda r e d u c e s t h e o b j e c t i v i t y 

o f much s o - c a l l e d o p i n i o n พ h i c h шаз i n any case l i m i t e d t h r o u g h f e a r o f 

r e p r i s a l * H i t l e r had a g r e a t c a p a c i t y f o r d e c e i v i n g p e o p l e * He 

f o o l e d a g r e a t many a t home 9 b u t he a l s o f o o l e d a g r e a t many ab road 

t o o 9 n o t m e r e l y i n h i s р о ш е г - d i p l o m a c y 9 b u t 8 İ S 0 i n t h e essence o f 

h i s c r e e d . Нош many p e o p l e had r e á ď "We in Kampf" b e f o r e 1933? Wore 

t o t h e p o i n t how many had r e a d i t by 1939? From t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e n 

h i s p ropaganda h e l d a t rump c a r d * 

To d a t e much has been w r i t t e n on t h e German o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r , 

a f o r c 8 f u l and o b v i o u s f o r m o f o p i n i o n * T h i s has t e n d e d t o t a k e t o o 

p r o m i n e n t a p l a c e 9 and much o f uihat has been w r i t t e n has been t a i n t e d 

by an e l e m e n t o f s e l f - j u s t i f i c a t i o n . But many when e x a m i n i n g 

o p p o s i t i o n have f a i l e d t o апэшөг such b a s i c q u e s t i o n s as " o p p o s i t i o n 

o r c h a n g e t o Ufhat e n d " a n d t o a n a l y s e t h e b a s i c s y m p t o m s o f o p p o s i t i o n . 

S i m i l a r l y much has been raritten i n a m o r e l v e i n 9 i n p a r t a r e v u l s i o n 

f o r Nazism and พhat i t d i d « The i d e a o f " g u i l t " and t a c i t c o m p l i c i t y 

І 8 n o t r e l e v a n t t o any o b j e c t i v e and h i s t o r i c a l assessmen t * The 

Nuremburg t r i a l s and a s e r i e s o f t r i a l s s i n c e have d e a l t w i t h some o f 

N a ž i e m 1 8 Ш 0 Г З І o f f e n d e r s * N e i t h e r m o r a l n o r l e g a l j udgmen t e n t e r s i n t o 



t h e h i s t o r i a n 1 ร b r i e f . The p r o b l e m İ8 much more t h e u n c o v e r i n g o f 

t h e m o t i v e f a c t o r s i n o p i n i o n - m a k i n g 9 t h e d i s s e c t i o n o f t h a t o p i n i o n 

i n a l l i t s a s p e c t 8 9 and t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e m a i n s t r e a m o f German 

h i e t o r y o 

P r e l u d e 

The e r a s o f 8 і з т а г с к and t t f i l he lm had w i t n e s s e d t h e r a p i d g r o พ t h 

o f German рошег i n e v e r y sphère» b u t t h e r e had n o t d e v e l o p e d p a r a l l e l 

t o t h i s movement g r e a t e r p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t y and f r e s d o m f o r p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i v i t y ; t h e p a r t y s y s t e m 9 e s s e n t i a l l y e f f e c t i v e 9 had been c a r e f u l l y 

subdued by B i smarck and under W i l h e l m t h i s p o l i t i c a l s t r a i g h t - j a c k e t a d -

n e s s шаร p e r p e t u a t e d * A l t e r n a t i v e s d i d emerge b u t ones based on a h a r d 

" R e a l p o l i t i k * 1 4 A sense o f n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y neve r 

emerged . Peop le g r e พ t o a c c e p t t h i s s y s t e m 9 one w h i c h d i d i n any 

case r a i s e t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g 9 p r o v i d e s o c i a l b e n e f i t s » c o l o n i a l 

and m i l i t a r y e x p a n s i o n » and above a l l y n a t i o n a l p r e s t i g e . The r e e e o n s 

f o r t h i s went back b e f o r e B i s m a r c k с а т ө t o рошөг* A l i b e r a l t r a d i t i o n 

qua B r i t i s h n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y l i b e r a l i s m neve r дгеш i n Germany i n the 

p o e t 1830 p e r i o d * When t h e F r a n k f u r t Assembly met i n 1848 few p e o p l e 

i n Germany u n d e r s t o o d t h e l i b e r a l as d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e n a t i o n a l i s t 

a s p e c t o f t h e A s s e m b l y ' s a i m s 9 and t h e Assembly Ш88 а Р і в г ш а г г і з c r i t i c i s e d 

f o r h a v i n g s p e n t t o o much t i m e i n p u r s u i t o f f r e e i n s t i t u t i o n s i n s t e a d 

o f t r y i n g t o a c h i e v e German u n i t y by hook o r by c r o o k . T h i s f e e l i n g 



r e n d e r e d Germany a f t e r 1870 a q u a s i ^ d e s p o t i c рошег f b u t a t t h e same 

t i m e B i smarck c o u l d c l a i m b r i l l i a n t successes a t home and a b r o a d 9 

and a l s o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e f f i c i e n c y . Hence t h e L i b e r a l s satu no 

pu rpose i n o p p o s i n g B i s m a r c k 9 and i n f a c t r a l l i e d t o h i s s u p p o r t 9 

c a l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s t h e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a l P a r t y . 

However t h e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a l s opposed a l l B i s m a r c k 1 ร a t t e m p t s 

t o make h i m s e l f f i n a n c i a l l y i n d e p e n d e n t o f p a r l i a m e n t . B i s m a r c k ' s 

r e l i a n c e on c o n s e r v a t i v e g r o u p s d u r i n g t h e 18ΘΟδ a c c e l e r a t e d t h e g r o พ t h 

o f s o c i a l democracy 9 and i t ШЭ8 t u i t h t h i s f o r c e 9 พh i c h L i b e r e i s had 

a l w a y s d i s t r u s t e d 9 t h a t t h e f u t u r e o f p a r l i a m e n t a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s l a y 

i n Germany a t t h e end o f the c e n t u r y * 

But be tween 1914 and 1918 t h e r e came i n Germany 9 as t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e шһо1ө o f E u r o p e 9 d i s e n c h a n t m e n t . The Re i ch c o l l a p s e d on t h e 

ฬ e e t e r n f r o n t » D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t was g r e a t * The Garman army9 พ һ i c h 

i n 1914 had seemed i n v i n c i b l e » had been d e f e a t e d * Peop le i n Germany 

c o u l d n o t b r e a k ա ! է հ t h e p e s t 9 t h o u g h t h e t r e a t y o f 1919 had a imed a t 

c r e a t i n g a German s i t u a t i o n w h i c h шаร w i d a l y d i f f e r e n t i n f o r m t o 

t h e f o r ๓ e r m o n e r c h i c s t a t e * 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e Uleimar R e p u b l i c ШЭ8 s o u n d 9 b u t t h e a t t i t u d e 

o f t h e p e o p l e ша8 n o t * The c h i m e r i c a l p a r t i e s were n o t up t o t h e t a s k 

and t h e v o t e r s had no h e a r t f o r them« The d e s i r e t o be l e d ШЭ8 s t i l l 

g r a a t 0 The ПӨШ r e p u b l i c Ш88 t h e h e i r t o t h e l i b e r a l t r a d i t i o n o f 1 8 4 8 , 
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b u t German l i b e r a l i s m s u f f e r e d f r o m พeaknesses i n n u m b e r s and i d e o l o g i c a l 

s t r e n g t h . I t шаа a r e p u b l i c ա ւ է հ օ ս է r e p u b l i c a n s . None o f t h e p a r t i e s 

were p r e p a r e d f o r r u l e . The ПӨШ r e p u b l i c was b o r n o f t h e momentary 

e x h a u s t i o n o f o l d e n e r g i e s » n o t f r o m an u p s u r g e o f пеш วก68； n o t o f 

r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e f o r e i g n e r 9 b u t o f s u r r e n d e r t o h i m . 

Т һ ө г ө d e v e l o p e d i n German/ a f t e r 1918 t h e my th t h a t Germany had 

n e v e r been d e f e a t e d 9 ( พ h i c h i n one sense she had n o t ) . Pleinbers o f t h e 

German army G e n e r a l s t a f f f o u n d i t more i m p o r t a n t t o p r e s e r v e t h e i r 

ОШП p r e s t i g e * Many i n f a c t p e r v e r t e d t h e t r u t h a n d d e l i b e r a t e l y 

s a d d l e d t h e пеш s t a t e w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r d e f e a t * L a t e r t h i s 

ШЭ8 c a r r i s d t ū e x t r e m e s t most German s c h o o l s ' h i s t o r y became է ա ! տ է 8 ժ 9 

so t h a t n o t a s i n g l e s c h o o l t e x t c o n t a i n e d a t r u e a c c o u n t o f the 

d e f e a t o f 1 9 1 8 , and i t s l e a d - u p . The German p e o p l e neve r f o r g o t 

t h e " w a r - g u i l t 1 1 l i e and h e l p e d i n r e - k i n d l i n g German n a t i o n a l i s m 9 

j u s t 88 d i d t h e l o s s e s o f A l s a c e - L o r r a i n e t D a n z i g 9 t h e P o l i s h c o r r i d o r , 

t h e Sear c o a l f i e l d s , and S i l e s i a , t h e d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n o f t h e R h i n e l a n d , 

and t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e Ruhr i n 1 9 2 3 . 

As i n t h e r e s t o f Europe 9 Germany a f t e r 1919 was w i l t i n g under 

the p r e s s u r e o f e x c e s s i v e i n f l a t i o n and r e p a r a t i o n s 9 b u t t h e r e d i d 

e x i s t a g e n u i n e d e s i r e f o r s t a b i l i t y and peace* The Kapp P u t s c h 

c o l l a p s e d p a r t l y because o f t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f r e s i s t a n c e o f f e r e d 

by t h e German พ о г к ө г в 9 n o t a b l y i n t h e R t ih r , t h e i n d u s t r i a l h e a r t o f 

Germany. Bu t a g a i n s t t h i s t h e German NB t i ona l İ 9 t P a r t y and communis ts 

ШӨГӨ u n d e r m i n i n g t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e new ly b o r n r e p u b l i c . The 
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а г о S i o n o f t h e D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y p r o v e d f a t a l t o t h e l i f e o f t h e Weimar 

r e p u b l i c because t h i s p a r t y шаร t h e s i n g l e r e l i a b l s s u p p o r t o f German 

r e p u b l i c a n i s m f o r t h o s e who шеге n e i t h e r s o c i a l i s t no r C a t h o l i c . 

The i d e a o f a g r a n d c o a l i t i o n » a u n i o n o f S o c i a l D e m o c r a t s , Democ ra t s է 

C e n t r i s t s and t h e V o l k s p a r t e i i n one m a j o r i t y government c o u l d n o t be 

r e a l i s e d i n Germany* 

A g r e a t many Germens welcomed t h e murder o f E r z b e r g e r f น ท พ i i l i n g 

t o r e c o g n i s e h i s p o l i t i c a l шІ80от» s i m i l a r l y w i t h W i r t h and R a t h e n a u . 

T h e i r С 8 Г Є Є Г ร r e f l e c t t h e German mood* Bo th шеге o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t 

Germany ա Ց Տ u n a b l e t o i m p r o v e i t s p o s i t i o n by open r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e 

En ten te» and t h a t r e p a r a t i o n s had become a m a t t e r 9 n o t o f p o l i t i c s 9 

b u t o f e c o n o m i c s ; b o t h b e l i e v e d t h a t Germany ш а 8 h o n o u r - b o u n d t o 

к е ө р he r ШОГСІ 9 y e t a t t h e same t i m e r i g h t l y r e a l i s e d t h a t Germany 

s h o u l d c o n v i n c e t h s a l l i e s o f he r i n a b i l i t y t o pay r e p a r a t i o n s i n f u l l . 

R a t h e n a u 9 b r u t a l l y m u r d e r e d 9 พ88 d e s p i s e d because o f h i s supposed 

t o a d y i n g t o t h e a l l i e s and t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e R e p e l l e T r e a t y » 

The F o r e i g n m i n i s t e r ' s murder c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e e x i s t e n c e and 

danger o f d e s t r u c t i v e f o r c e s i n t h e Reicho P u b l i c p r e s s u r e шаs n o t 

b r o u g h t t o bea r upon էhose r e s p o n s i b l e and t h e few t r i s l s t h a t Ғо11оше0 

made i t p a t e n t l y c l e a r t h a t อก a tmosphere o f murder s t i l l hung o v e r 

Germany. 

I n l i k e manner t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f W i r t h was n o t r e g a r d e d 0 8 a 
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ma jo r p o l i t i c a l d i s a s t e r . The S a c i a i D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y r e f u s e d t o 

c o - o p e r a t e U i i t h t h e o t h e r p a r t i e s 9 e s p e c i a l l y t h e l / o l k s p a r t e i . 

I t พ8S i n such c o n d i t i o n s t h a t p r e s s u r e g r o u p s e a s i l y emerged 

and g a i n e d รพay9 and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e s o u t h i n B a v a r i a * The 

B a v a r i a n government o p e n l y encou raged a g i t a t i o n and d i s l o y a l t y a g a i n s t 

t h e Weimar government» I n t h e e a r l y days o f N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m 

n o t h i n g w o u l d have Ьеөก e a s i e r f o r t h e B a v a r i a n government t h a n t o 

k i l l o f f Nazism by d e p o r t i n g t h e A u s t r i a n H i t l e r , 

I n t h e шаке o f p o l i t i c a l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and i n e x p e r i e n c e came 

e x t r e m i s m . Propaganda based on c r i t i c i s m o f t h e peace o f V e r s a i l l e s 

and t h e Weimar r e p u b l i c f o u n d w i l l i n g earso 

Ge rmany f 3 p r e s i d e n t , E b e r t 9 ШЗ r e g a r d e d ա ! է հ e q u a l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

by h i s p e o p l e and h i s m i n i s t e r s * A g r e a t S o c i a l Democ ra t , he t o o 

s u f f e r e d f r o m b i t t e r demogogic a t t a c k s . The t r a g i c t h i n g шаร t h a t 

E b e r t c a l l e d i n t h e Army t o d e a l ա ! է հ t h e L e f t snd so gave i t рошег. 

The German p e o p l e พan ted 8 s o l d i e r t o l e a d t hem. H i n d e ก b u r g ' s 

e l e c t i o n r e v e a l e d a l l t o o c l e a r l y t h a t t h e r e ШЭร o n l y a m i n o r i t y o f 

r e p u b l i c a n s i n t h e German r e p u b l i c . When t h e Germen p e o p l e шегө 

v o t i n g f o r H indenburg t h e y Ш8ГӨ v o t i n ç t o r e c a l l Ö t i m e шһөก t h e y were 

happy 9 b u t t h e y ujould n o t a d m i t t h a t I t had passed ашау» 

C e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f Garman s o c i e t y 9 w h i c h had s p e n t t h e m s 8 İ v / e s 

i n 1918 ωβΓθ r e ^ k i n d l e d . The m i l i t a r y a p p e t i t e o f t h e German p e o p l e 
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Ufas d e l i b e r a t e l y f e d by t h e f o r m e r German m i l i t a r y l e a d e r e นก de г Gene ra l 
von S e e c k t 9 d e d i c a t e d t o p r e s e r v i n g t h e p r e - w a r m i l i t a r y c a s t e ՑՏ an 
autonomous arm o f t h e s t a t e է c o m p l e t e l y i n d e p e n d e n t o f c i v i l a u t h o r i t y . 
D e s p i t e t h e T r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s » rearmament ատոէ o n , b u t o u t s i d e o f 
Germany, such as H e i n k e l and J u n k e r s i n Sweden and R u s s i a y and Fokker 
i n H o l l a n d . N a t i ū n a l i s m and Pan-Germanism шәге г ө - а ш а к ө ก e d ; some 
t h i r t y m i l l i o n Germans l i v e d o u t s i d e t h e Re i ch and some ίωβ ίν/θ m i l l i o n 

Germans had been t o r n f r om i t * I n s t i t u t e s 9 such Q8 "Oer V e r e i n f u r 

d i e Deu tschen im A u s l a n d " and t h e " D e u t s c h e Schu tzbund 1 1 ผ е г ә c r e a t e d 
t o r e m i n d Germane o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l and e t h n i c r i g h t s 9 d e n i e d t h e ๓ 
by t h e T r e a t y o f \ / ө г8а111өз» Many Germans f e l t c h e a t e d ; t h e a l l i e s 
t h e m s e l v e s had demarca ted Europe l a r g e l y a c c o r d i n g t o p r i n c i p l e s o f 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n » y e t Germany had l o s t and f a i l e d t o g a i n many o f 
i t s ๐աո p e o p l e . 

D e s p i t e t h i s t h e German n a t i o n between 1924 and 1929 underwen t 

a p e r i o d o f r a p i d economic r e c o v e r y and p r o s p e r i t y * Т һ ә г ө шегө v e r y 

few s t r i k e s and t h e membership o f t h e t r a d e u n i o n s d i m i n i s h e d r a p i d l y . 

Thus when t h e Grea t D e p r e s s i o n came i n 1929 t h e t e n s i o n » a l r e a d y h i g h 

i n Germany 9 i n c r e a s e d even more* The p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n e s c a l e t e d . 

W i t h s i x m i l l i o n p e o p l e unemployed p e o p l e became v e r y s u s c e p t i b l e t o 

p ropaganda* I n t e l l e c t u a l i e m 9 шЫсһ had r e v i v e d d u r i n g t h e t w e n t i e s , 

waned; i n t h e p l a c e o f p u r e s c h o l a r s h i p and l i t e r a t u r e came 8 r e a c t i o n 

wh i ch c l a i m e d t o be mass c u l t u r e . Many books gave r a v i s h m e n t t o t h e 

s u p e r i o r i t y f e e l i n g o f t h e Germans. Wen l i k e Speng le r ваш s o c i e t y i n 



- 14 -

t e r m s o f шаг and c o n f l i c t , " a t r u e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s o n l y p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h 

t h e t r i u m p h o f t h e Idea o f one r e c e o v e r a l l o t h e r s . " A body o f young 

Τ ϊ β η , " t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o n s e r v a t i v e s 1 1 r e v o l t e d a g a i n s t r e a s o n and 

y e a r n e d f o r h e r o i s m and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e . They c a l l e d f o r t h e " o v e r c o m i n g 

o f t h e decompos ing i n f l u e n c e o f t h e German s p i r i t " snd t h e p u r i f i c a t i o n 

o f German l i f e * E r n s t Junger p reached t h e g o e p e l o f h e r o i c s t r u g g l e 

and p a n - d e s t r u c t i o n i e m * I t must have seemed t o some a f a r c r y t o 

Thomas Mann and Gerha rd Hauptmann» 

Wanу Germans came t o b e l i e v e t h a t d e s t i n y had t r e a t e d them b a d l y y 

and i n many шауδ t h e y were r i g h t » The danger l a y n o t so much d i r e c t l y 

i n t h i s b u t what f o l l o w e d i n t h e พake o f i t , a f a i l u r e t o be aware o f 

t h e t r u e h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u i t y betumeen Germany 's p a s t and p r e s e n t ; t h i s 

ШЭ8 b l o t t e d o u t * The r i s e o f H i t l e r had been i n t e r p r e t e d i n s e v s r a l 

l i g h t s , Many h i s t o r i a n s have f a i l e d t o make t h e s i m p l e o b s e r v a t i o n 

t h a t h i s Г І 8 Є t o рошег i l l u e t r a t e e t h e i n t e n s e p r e s s u r e s b r o u g h t t o 

bear upon t h e German p e o p l e 9 and n o t j u s t 9 as seen f r o m a n o t h e r and 

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t a n g l e , t h e f a c t o r s i n German s o c i e t y w h i c h h e l p e d H i t l e r 

come t o рошөг and w h i c h he i n t u r n was a b l e t o mou ld * 

I t І 8 c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t i n t h e р г ө - 1 9 3 3 p e r i o d many o f t h e 

f e e l i n g s o f t h e Cermen p e o p l e c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h t h o s e e x p r e s s e d by 

H i t l e r , b u t t h e b a s i c and e s s e n t i a l d i s t i n c t i o n Ì 8 t h a t H i t l e r was 

t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f a d e e p e r 9 more c o n c r e t e f a n a t i c i s m , d e v e l o p e d 

ove r t h e y e a r s s i n c e h i s t i m e i n V ienna» and һө шаร m o t i v a t e d c o m p l e t e l y 
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d i f f e r e n t l y . C e r t a i n l y h i s own g r e a t 8ӨП8Ө o f t h e f a i l u r e o f h i s l i f e 

c o r r e s p o n d e d ttfith t h a t o f t h e German p e o p l e a t t h a t t i m e t b u t t h e r e i s 

no c o n s e q u e n t i a l l i n k a g e h e r e * H i t l e r ШЭ8 i n по шау a consummat ion o f 

t h e German m ind* S i m i l a r l y t h e r e шеге no I n h e r e n t t e n d e n c i e s o f t h e 

German p e o p l e w h i c h H i t l e r c o u l d e x p l o i t * I t İ 8 no t 80 much t h e 

c o n t e n t o f h i s a n t i - ร e m i t i e m 9 r a c i a l i s m 9 a n d g u t t e r p o l i t i c s t h a t 

b e a r s l o o k i n g i n t o 9 b u t t h e way i n шЫсһ hs шаз a b l e t o c o n v i n c 8 

m i l l i o n s o f Germans o f t h e r i g h t n e e s o f h i s cause and t h a t t h e y 

b e l o n g e d , l i k e h i m s e l f , t o t h e Herrenmenschen« H i 8 r e a l o r i g i n a l i t y 

l a y i n t h a t he c r e a t e d a m a s s m o v e m e n t b a s e d o n h i s i d e a t h a t t h e 

" p s y c h e o f t h e b r o a d m a s s e s i s a c c e s s i b l e o n l y t o w h a t i s s t r o n g 

a n d u n c o m p r o m i s i n g ļ t t " t h e a r t o f l e a d e r s h i p ' 9 he พ r o t e " c o n s i s t s o f 

c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e a g a i n s t a s i n g l e a d v e r s a r y 

and t a k i n g c a r e t h a t n o t h i n g w i l l s p l i t up t h i s a t t e n t i o n . w H i t l e r 1 ร 

g r e a t p r o p a g a n d i s t p l a y u p o n h i m b e i n g t h e a r c h - e n e m y o f b o l s h e v i s m 

went down e s p e c i a l l y Ш 8 І 1 ա ! է հ t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e Church* H i s 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l i n s i g h t a n d h i s g r e a t Р0ШӨГ8 o f d e m a g o g y a n d h i s a b i l i t y 

t o e x p l o i t t h e mood o f d i s c o ก t s n t p r o v e d t o b e h i s g r e a t e s t ш ө а р о п ร 

as a p o l i t i c i a n . N o n e t h e l e s s o n l y a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f f a n a t i c s 

Ш6Г8 p r e p a r e d t o ร ผ 8 แ 0 พ t h e r u b b i s h a b o u t n o r d i c b l o o d a n d t h e r a c i a l 

s u p e r i o r i t y o f t h e H e r r e n v o l k . On ly t h e y o u t h o f Germany c o u l d be 

p r o p e r l y b ra inœashed i n t o b e l i e v i n g Naz i m y s t i c i s m * H i t l e r neve r 

had any l o v e o f t h e German p e o p l e f o r t h e i r 0Шก sake b u t m e r e l y Ց Ց 

a p o l i t i c a l f o r c e * He mads p e o p l e amenable t o Nazism and p r e p s r e d 
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t o a c c e p t » f o r e x a m p l e 9 h i s d e f i n i t i o n o f a S o c i a l i s t s "whoever i s 

p r e p a r e d t o make t h e n a t i o n a l cause h i s оաո t o such an e x t e n t t h a t he 

кпошร no h i g h e r i d e a l t h a n t h e ше1Ғаге o f h i s n a t i o n ; шһоөуөг has 

u n d e r s t o o d o u r g r e a t n a t i o n a l anthemf ' D e u t s c h l a n d uber A l l e s 9
v t o 

mean n o t h i n g i n t h e ШОГІСІ s u r p a s s e s i n h i s ө у ө в t h i s Germany» p e o p l e 

and l s n d f l a n d and p e o p l e 0 t h a t man i s a s o c i a l i s t * 1 1 

Nazism o n l y began t o t h r i v e i n c o n d i t i o n s o f d i s o r d e r and 

d i s c o n t e n t 9 d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f i n f l a t i o n and d e p r e s s i o n « D u r i n g 

t h e p e r i o d o f more f o o d f more money9 and more j o b s p t h a t i s more 

p e r s o n a l 8 e c u r i t y 9 H i t l e r 9 ร and Goebbe ls* s k i l l Ց 8 a g i t a t o r s mads 

l i t t l e headmay· But by Sep tember 9 1930 o f f i c i a l unemployment f i g u r e s 

s t o o d a t 5 9 1 0 2 9 Օ Օ ն 9 รอ๐ก t o be s i x m i l l i o n s * H i t l e r r u t h l e s s l y 

e x p l o i t e d t h e s e unemployed* H i s d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e J e w - r i d d e n 

sys tem f o u n d an echo i n t h e m i s e r y and d e s p a i r o f l a r g e c l a s s e s o f 

t h e Cerman p s o p l e * An o r g a n i s e d c o n s p i r a c y a g a i n s t t h e s t a t e ша8 

s e t i n m o t i o n t b u t t h e p o i n t r e m a i n s t h a t i f t h o s e i n a u t h o r i t y had 

been r e a l l y d e t e r m i n e d t o smash t h e Naz i movement t h e y c o u l d have 

f o u n d t h e means. I t began t o s a t i s f y t h o s e Germans who c o u l d n o t 

f o r g e t d e f e a t and t h e German a rmy . When t h e German Worke rs * P a r t y 

was begun Rohm pushed i n e x - F r e i k o r p s men and e x - s e r v i c e m e n t o s w e l l 

t h e ranke« Тһө Nuremburg p a r t y days t o o k on a new s i g n i f i c a n c e Î t h e 

numbers i n t h e H i t l e r Y o u t h , t h e Naz i s c h o o l c h i l d r e ก , 8 Leagues , t h e 

s t u d e n t s 1 Leagues 9 t h e Qrde r o f German (Alomen and t h e Naz i t e a c h e r s 1 

a s s o c i a t i o n rose» D e s p i t e t h i 8 » r e a s o n p r e v a i l e d s t i l l i n a l a r g e 
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s e c t i o n o f German s o c i e t y 9 as a n a l y s i s o f t h e e l e c t i o n s w i l l տ հ օ ա . 

The p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n ատտ such t h a t H i t l e r d i d n o t need 8 m a j o r i t y 

t o g a i n рошеғ by l e g a l means* The Weimar r e p u b l i c had been so 

unde rm ined t h a t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s i s t a n c e шаร i m p o s s i b l e . H i t l e r 1 ร 

s u c c e s s i n 1933 i n d i c a t e s n o t so much t h e s t r e n g t h o f h i s ОШП cause 

b u t t h e weakness o f o t h e r s - t h e d i v i s i o n s among democra ts» n o t 

l e a s t o f a l l 9 between commun is ts and S o c i a l Democra ts * 

Even b e f o r 8 1933 H i t l e r began t o use t e r r o r t a c t i c s 9 ( a f o r e t a s t e 

o f ttlhat Ulas t o come) 9 and t h i s , a l l i e d t o h i s demagogy 9 h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n , 

and h i s use o f t h e пеш mass m e d i a 9 l e d i n p a r t t o h i s s u c c e s s . But 

i t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t be tween 1928 and 1933 t h e v i e w s o f German government 

g r o u p s ШБГ8 r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d t o a c h i e v e t h e same ends as H i t l e r ; t o 

many Germans t h e i r methods l o o k e d so l e s s p r o m i s i n g t h a n h i s . L a t e r 

he was t o s o l v e t h e unemployment p rob lem» Ց f e a t h e r i n h i s cap Ց Ց f a r 

as m i l l i o n s o f Germans พΘΓΘ c o n c e r n e d * W i t h i n t h e r a n k s o f t h e more 

i n f l u e n t i a l s e c t o r s o f German s o c i e t y t h e r e шәге many шһо заш H i t l e r 

as a good t h i n g 9 t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and p o l i t i c i a n s and s o l d i e r s шһо 

r e a l i s e d t h e y c o u l d b e n e f i t f r o m a Naz i g o v e r n m e n t , y e t 9 a t t h e same 

t i m e 9 and more r e l e v a n t 9 t h o u g h t t h e y c o u l d d e f i n i t e l y h a n d l e H i t l e r . 

The s o c i o - e c o n o m i c b a s i s o f Nazism p r e - 1 9 3 3 w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 

German e l e c t i o n s o f 1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 3 . 

The p e r c e n t a g e o f t o t a l v o t e s r e c e i v e d by v a r i o u s German p a r t i e s , 1928-1933 

and t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e 1928 v o t 8 r e t a i n e d i n t h e l a s t f r e e é l e c t i o n » 

1932 · 
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P a r t y P e r c e n t a g e t o t a l v o t e 

192B 1930 

C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y 

D . N . V . P . 1 4 . 2 

M i d d l e c l a s s p a r t i e s . 

D . v . p . ( r i g h t L i b e r a l s ) . Ө.7 

D . ว . P . ( l e f t L i b e r a l s ) . 4 . 8 

W i r t s c h a f t s p a r t e i 

( s m a l l b u s i n e s s ) 4 . 5 

O t h e r s 9 .5 

T o t a l p e r c e n t a g e o f 

C e n t r e (Roman C a t h o l i c ) . 1 5 . 4 

W o r k e r s ' p a r t i e s . 

ร . D . p . ( S o c i a l i s t s ) . 1 9 . 8 

K . P . D . ( C o m m u n i s t s ) . 1 0 . 6 

T o t a l p e r c e n t a g e o f 

F a s c i s t P a r t y 2 . 6 

N . S . D . A . P . 

R a t i o o f 1928 v o t e t o second 1932 

v o t e as a p e r c e n t a g e 

1932 1932 1933 

7 . 0 

4 .85 

3 . 4 5 

3 . 9 

1 0 . 1 

5 . 9 

1.2 

1.0D 

. 4 

2 . 6 

m i d d l e c l a s s v o t e s 

1 7 . 6 16 .7 

2 4 . 5 2 1 . 6 

1 3 . 1 14 .3 

шогк іпд c l a s s v o t e 

1 8 . 3 3 7 . 3 

8 .5 

1.8 

.95 

.3 

2 .8 

m a i n t a i n e d 

1 6 . 2 

2Ū.4 

16 .85 

m a i n t a i n e d 

3 3 . 1 

8 . 0 

. 8 

0 

• 6 

15 

19 .3 

1 2 . 3 

4 3 . 9 

( 1 ) 

60?ร 

21% 

20% 

7% 

29% 

21% 

105% 

69% 

159% 

92% 

127% 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e f i g u r e s shaพร t h a t t h e Naz i s g a i n e d most 

h e a v i l y f r o m amongst t h e L i b e r a l m i d d l e c l a s s p a r t i e s ; t h e W i r t s c h a f t s -

p a r t i e , w h i c h r e p r e s e n t e d p r i m a r i l y s m a l l bus inessmen and a r t i s a n s , 

( 1 ) Samuel P r a t t : The S o c i a l B a s i s o f Nazism and Communism i n Urban 

Germany t (w.A. t h e s i s , D e p t . o f S o c i o l o g y , M i c h i g a n s t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 

1948 , ^ 2 9 , P . 3 0 ) ; K a r l D. B r a c i < e r f D i e Auf l a s u n g der t i a l m ø r e r R e p u b l i k , 

( S t u t t g a r t und D u s s e l d o r f է Ring V e r l a g , 1 9 5 4 ) , Р ө . Вб-106. 
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l o s t v e r y h e a v i l y . The s o c i a l a f f i l i a t i o n s o f Naz i v o t e r s i n р г ө - 1 9 3 3 

Germany were c e r t a i n l y t h o s e o f t h e L i b e r a i s r a t h e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s . As t h e Naz i p a r t y дгеш t h e L i b e r a l b o u r g e o i s c e n t r e 

p a r t i e s d e c l i n e d 9 b u t t h e r i g h t w ing n a t i o n a l i s t opponsn t o f Weimar 9 

t h e German N a t i o n a l P e o p l e 1 ร P a r t y , ( D . N . V . P . ) 9 шаร t h e o n l y one o f t h e 

n o n - M a r x i s t and n o n - C a t h o l i c p a r t i e s t o r e t a i n o v e r h a l f o f i t s 1928 

p e r c e n t a g e o f i t s t o t a l v o t e * To f i n d what happened t o t h e p e o p l e who 

c o m p r i s e d t h i s g roup i n t h e p e r i o d 1933-1939 Ì 8 an i m p o r t a n t t a s k » 

Веішееп 1928 and 1932 t h e l i b e r a l p a r t i e s l o s t 8 0 ^ o f t h e i r v o t e s 

and t h e i r p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e t o t a l v o t e s d ropped f r o m 8 q u a r t e r t o l e s s 

t h a n t h r e e pe r c e n t * The o n l y c e n t r e p a r t y w h i c h m a i n t a i n e d i t s 

p r o p o r t i o n a t e s u p p o r t шаз t h e Roman C a t h o l i c c e n t r e P a r t y whose s u p p o r t 

พЭЗ r e i n f o r c e d by r e l i g i o u s a l l e g i a n c e # The M a r x i s t p a r t i e s 9 t h e 

s o c i a l i s t s and t h e c o m m u n i s t s 9 l o s t abou t one t e n t h o f t h e i r p e r c e n t a g e 

s u p p o r t , a l t h o u g h t h e i r t o t a l v o t e o n l y d ropped s l i g h t l y . The 

p r o p o r t i o n a t e s u p p o r t o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s d ropped abou t f o r t y p e r c e n t 9 

much l e s s t h a n t h a t o f t h e more l i b e r a l m i d d l e c l a s s p a r t i e s * 

The c o n s e r v a t i v e s 1 ๐ 8 І s u p p o r t t o t h e N a z i s i n a r e a s шһөгө n a t i o n a l i s m 

พ o u l d be t h e g r e a t e s t c r y 9 such as t h o s e a r e a s f r i n g i n g on t h e P o l i s h 

c o r r i d o r and S c h l e s w i g - H o l s t e i n « T h i s i s c e r t a i n l y p r o v e d i n t h e 

r e s e a r c h e s o f R u d o l f H e b e r l e , ( l ) . H i s v o t i n g f i g u r e s f o r 1932 p r o v e 

( l ) R u d o l f Meber le» "From Democracy t o NazÍ8m» t í Ba ton Rouget 

L o u i s i a n a s t a t e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1945« 
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c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s ШӨГ8 weakes t шһегө t h e N a z i ร were 

s t r o n g e s t and t h e Nez і8 шәге r e l a t i v e l y weak шһеге t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e s 

were s t r o n g . H i s and o t h e r r e c e n t r e s e a r c h on f i g u r e s r e v e a l s o t h e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t s ; t h e N a z i s ШӨГӨ never a s s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e l a r g e 

c i t i e s 88 i s somet imes รรeunned* I n J u l y 9 1932 i n B e r l i n f o r example 

t h e N a z i s r e c e i v e d İ883 t h a n 25% o f v/otes c a s t 9 a f a c t พ h i c h c h a l l e n g e s 

t h e i d e a t h a t t h e g r o w t h o f l a r g e modern i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t i e s w i t h t h e i r 

supposed l a c k o f s p i r i t u a l i t y у p r o v i d e d a seedbed f o r Naz ism* The 

e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e o p p o s i t e Ì8 more t h e c a s e ; t h e f e d e r a l i s t s y 

o r r e g i o n a l autonomy p a r t i e s » t e n d e d t o s u p p o r t Nazism because o f i t s 

a n t a g o n i s m t o t h e f o r c e s o f i n d u s t r i a l u rban s o c i e t y 9 and i n g e n e r a l 

Nazism a p p e a l e d t o t h o s e e l e m e n t s i n German s o c i e t y 9 (шЬе іеуег t h e i r 

g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n ) шһо r e s e n t e d t h e рошвг and c u l t u r e o f t h e l a r g e 

c i t i e s ; t h i s i s i n p a r t r e f l e c t e d i n t h e succes9 t h e N a z i s had i n s m a l l 

c o m m u n i t i e s . L i n k e d พ i t h t h i s i s t h e f a c t t h a t German b i g b u s i n e s s 9 

w i t h a d m i t t e d l y t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a fӨШ i n d i v i d u a l s 9 gave t h e N a z i s v e r y 

l i t t l e f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t o r even encouragement u n t i l i t had r i s e n t o t h e 

s t a t u e o f a m a j o r p a r t y . The N a z i s d i d b e g i n t o p i c k up f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g 

i n 1 9 3 2 9 b u t i n t h e main t h i s s u p p o r t พ88 t h e r e s u l t o f t h e g e n e r a l p o l i c y 

o f many o f t h e l e a d i n g b u s i n e s s e s o f g i v i n g money t o a l l o f t h e m a j o r 

p a r t i e s 9 e x c e p t o f c o u r s e t h e c o m m u n i s t s 9 I n o r d e r t o be i n t h e i r good 

g r a c e s * T h i s І8 s u b s t a n t i a t e d by a l l t h e r e c e n t s t u d i e s d e a l i n g ա 1 է հ 

t h e f i v e y e a r p e r i o d 1 9 2 8 - 1 9 3 3 · Research has a l s o r e v e a l e d t h a t t h i s 
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g r o u p r e m a i n e d l o y a l D i n t h e i r p e r s o n a l and d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n s p 

t o t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e p a r t i e s 9 and i n d e e d meny gave no money wha t soeve r t o 

t h e N a z i s u n t i l a f t e r t h e p a r t y hed won porø Ho^ by t h e t i m e o f * 

t h e second e l e c t i o n o f 1932 H i t l e r พas r e c e i v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e f i n a n c i a l 

s u p p o r t f r o m b i g b u s i n e s S o The re i s c e r t a i n l y a c l o s e l i n k Ьеішееп t h e 

money t h e N a z i s юегө пош r e c e i v i n g and t h e e l e c t i o n r i g g i n g t h a t o c c u r r e d o 

L i k e so many o t h e r s i n t h e e a r l y daysp many l a r g e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s t h o u g h t 

t h a t H i t l e r พ a s v e r y s o น ก d p s u p p r e s s i n g t h e t r a d e u n i o n s a n d U f i s e l y 

u s i n g h i s f u n d e t o f i x t h e e l e c t i o n a g a i n e t ths communis ts^ and a l s o 

t h o u g h t t h a t t h e y шоиісі e a s i l y be a b l e t o manage H i t l e r о L i t t l e d i d 

t h e y a n d o t h e r s s e e t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e с о і П р t h a t t h i s w o u l d i n i t s e l f 

s t r e n g t h e n H i t l e r ' ร handö and t h a t e v e n t u a l l y t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s røould 

have no say wha tsoeverо 

The q u e s t i o n now a r i s e s why d i d such a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e German 

L i b e r a l « v o t i n g c l a s s change i t s a l l e g i a n c e ^ f o r t h e r e i s no doub t t h a t 

t h i s d i d changée The Amer i can s o c i o l o g i s t s 9 C h a r l e s Loomis and JoΑ· Beeg le 

have p r o v e d t h a t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s i n g e n e r a l gav/e i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e r 

v o t e s t o t h e Naz i s as t h e s o c i a l and economic c r i s i s worsened i n Germany 

i n t h e l a t e t m e n t i e s ø s u r e e v i d e n c e o f t h e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c b a s i s o f 

p o l i t i c a l t i e s « The b a s i c r e a s o n s p r o f f e r e d may seem h y p o t h e t i c a l í 

f o r one has b e f o r e one what a p p e a r s t o be t h e u n h o l y a l l i a n c e o f f a s c i s m 

and l i b e r a l i s m 9 an u n u s u a l s t a t e o f a f f a i r s t o say t h e l e a s t e Any 

l o g i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n must r e s t t h e n i n t h e common e l e m e n t s o f t h 8 է ա օ 

wedded t o a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i a l and economic c l i m a t e * But s i m i l a r i t i e s 

^ み - —- ぱ 
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a r e i n no way d i r e c t o F a s c i s t t h i n k i n g i s p a t e n t l y a n t i - l i b e r a l i n 

i t s g l o r i f i c a t i o n o f t h e s t a t e 9 b u t t h e y a r e v e r y s i m i l a r i n t e r m s o f 

t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f German s o c i e t y - b i g b u s i n e s s » 

t r a d e u n i o n i s m » t h e c o n c e p t o f a s o c i a l i s t s t e t e 9 and a d i s l i k e f o r อ11 

f o r m s o f t r a d i t i o n a l i s m 9 e s p e c i a l l y t h a t m a n i f e s t e d i n t h e c h u r c h . 

The v i t a l p o i n t Ì 8 t h a t t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n sp rang f r o m t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

r e a s o n s * 

The b a s i c ГӨЭ80ก f o r t h s a l l i a n c e l i e s i n t h e p o l i t i c a l 9 s o c i a l » 

and economic change t h a t Germany e x p e r i e n c e d f r o m t h e beginn ing o f 

t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y onwards* As a r e s u l t o f t h i s t h e r e l a t i v e 

p o s i t i o n o f t h e m i d d İ 8 c l a s s chsnged* I t r e s e n t e d whet พ88 happen iกg f 

t h e a n t i t h e s i s o f what ШЭ8 r e p r e s e n t e d i n l i b e r a l i d e o l o g y y n o t a b l y i t s 

s u p p o r t f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l and h i s r i g h t s 9 e s p e c i a l l y էhoЗӨ c o m p r i s i n g 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s * The l a t t e r g rew t o h a t e t h e new l a r g e b u r e a u c r a t i c 

s t a t e i n which the smal l middle c lass l i b e r a l พ88 8Ша11ошөс1 up* 

Moreover l i b e r a l i s m as such พอร a spen t f o r c e . I t шаร o u t on a l i m b 

f o r i t had been o v e r t a k e n 9 u n a b l e t o a d a p t พ i t h t h e q u i c k e n i n g pace o f 

Changs* I n t h i s con tex t t h e i r p o l i t i c a l рошөг waned. The l i b e r a l s i n 

Germany and t h r o u g h o u t Europe i n t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y f o u n d i t 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to oppose e f f e c t i v e l y Ufhat they had opposed from 

t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y оกшаг0з . I n t h e i r d e s i r e t o r e - e s t a b l i s h 

t h e m s e l v e s and i n o r d e r t o s a t i s f y t h e needs w h i c h t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l 

l i b e r a l p a r t i e s had f a i l e d to, t h e l i b e r a l s gav/e t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o an 
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ex t reme movement l i k e t h e Naz i s t h u s t u r n i n g them f r o m Ց r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

p a r t y i n t o a r e a c t i o n a r y o n e . They заш t h a t Nazism p roposed i n d i r e c t l y 

t o s o l v e t h e i r p r o b l e m f o r them է by g a i n i n g c o n t r o l o f t h e s t a t e and 

r u n n i n g i t i n such а шеу t h a t t h e sconomic s e c u r i t y and h i g h s o c i a l 

s t a n d i n g o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s wou ld be r e s t o r e d 9 and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

r e d u c i n g t h e рошег o f t h o s e e l e m e n t s i n s o c i e t y ա հ i c h шәге anathema t o 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s l i b e r a l s , e s p e c i a l l y b i g b u s i n e s s and l a r g e s c a l a l a b o u r » 

Samuel Α· P r a t t f 3 work has s u b s t a n t i a t e d a l l t h i s and he shows c o n c l u s i v e l y 

t h a t o f t h e two e l e m e n t s o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s t h e upper seemed t o be t h e 

more t h o r o u g h l y p r o - N a z i . 

At t h e o p p o s i t e p o l e t o t h e m i d d l e c l a s s l i b e r a l s were t h e M a r x i s t s , 

f o r wham Nazism r e p r e s e n t e d t h e l a s t s t a g e o f c a p i t a l i s m - t h e Ш І ก ก i n g o f 

power i n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n c a p i t a l i s m 1 ร t o t t e r i n q s t r u c t u r e * On ly t h e 

commun is ts and S o c i a l Democra ts mere t o o f f e r , d i s u n i t e d l y , a n y t h i n g l i k e 

f i g h t i n g o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r i n t h e R e i c h s t a g * 

As t h e f i g u r e s տ հ օ ա H i t l e r neve r succeeded i n g a i n i n g т о г 8 t h a n 3 7 ^ 

o f v o t e s i n a f r e e e l e c t i o n . T h i s i s a key f i g u r e ; some s o c i o l o g i s t s , 

such as Ge ige r and Bend i x c l a i m t h a t t h e Naz i v o t e i n c r e a s e d because o f 

a d e c l i n e i n v o t i n g , b u t t h e шогк o f Loomis and Bdeq le p r o v e s them t o t a l l y 

w rong · The f e e t r e m a i n s t hough t h a t i f t h e r e m a i n i n g 63ズ o f t h e German 

p e o p l e had been u n i t e d i n t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r he c o u l d ηβνΘΓ have 

hoped t o become c h a n c e l l o r by l e g a l means. But by t h e t i m e o f t h e 

e l e c t i o n o f 5 t h March H i t l e r had a l l under c o n t r o l ; a f t e r t h e R e i c h s t a g 

f i r e t h e commun is ts พӨГӨ c r u s h e d and m e e t i n g s o f t h e S o c i e l Democra ts 
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шәге e i t h e r banned o r c r u s h e d . D s s p i t e t h i s t e r r o r t h 8 N a z i s o n l y made 

an i n c r e a s e o f f i v e and θ h a l f m i l l i o n s 9 AA% o f t h e t o t a l v o t e e W i t h 

t h e N a t i o n a l i s t s ř 52 s e a t s and t h e N a z i s 288 Ց Ց Ձ է տ H i t l e r had a m a j o r i t y 

o f 1 6 9 n o t enough f o r t h e tujo t h i r d s m a j o r i t y n e c e s s a r y t o p u l l o f f t h e 

Naz i r e v o l u t i o n by l e g a l means* 

But even by 1930 t h e w r i t i n g พอร on t h e w a l l ; B r u n i n g hed f o u n d 

i t i m p o s s i b l e t o s e c u r e Ձ s t a b l e m a j o r i t y i n t h e R e i c h s t a g o r a t t h e 

e l e c t i o ก ร 0 Even a l l o w i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l d i sha rmony H i t l e r ' s ОШП 

o r g a n i s a t i o n 9 h i s m e t h o d S i a n d h i s ОШก p e r s o n e l weapons as mass o r a t o r 

and a g i t a t o r шегө e q u a l l y c o n t r i b u t o r y t o h i s r i s e . He was eve ryone ' s 

f r i e n d j " a l l t h i n g s t o 8 İ 1 m e n " , and h i s p o l i c y based on c o n t r a d i c t o r y 

p r i n c i p l e s c o u l d o n l y hsve succeeded i n a s o c i e t y шһ!сһ had l o s t i t s 

u n i t y . Germany шаร a s t a t e o f c o n t r a s t s ; i n one sense i t was u n i t e d -

n a t i o n a l i s t i c ^ i n a n o t h e r n o t a t a l l - s p l i t i n t o s e c t i o n s by d i v e r g e n t 

f o r c e s * I t шаз t h e l a t t e r U i h i c h H i t l e r s u c c e s s f u l l y p l a y e d u p o n f o r 

h i s оաո ends - d i v i d e and r u l e . Esch s e c t i o n o f s o c i e t y was i s o l a t e d 

and u n r e l a t e d t o t h e o t h e r * T h i s i s shown m o s t l y i n t h e v e r y n a t u r e 

o f t h e German c o n s t i t u t i o n . The army f o r example шаэ s e p a r a t e 9 a f o r c e 

on i t s оผก* I t d i d n o t f i t i n t o a f i x e d sys tem o f government Ьесаиөө 

one d i d n o t e x i s t * Men l i k e von B l o m b e r g 9 Raeder 9 and F r i t s c h were 

l aws un to t h e m s e l \ / 8 8 o As θ r e s u l t t h e y pu rsued b u t one i n t e r e s t * 

The v o t i n g f i g u r e s зһош hoш l i t t l e r e l è t i o n s h i p t h e r e Ш 8 8 be tween 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l v o t e and t h e r i g h t and рошег i t e x p r e s s e d and m o r a l 

s a n c t i o n i t i m p l i e d 9 and t h e p o l i t i c a l sys tem a c t u a l l y c r e a t e d , a sad 

c e f I d c t i ๐ ก ๐ ก էհ© amount o f рошөг t h e e l e c t o r a t e s u p p o s e d l y p08s©88©d* 
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The t r a g e d y t o o พ8s t h a t t h e r e ШӨ8 no r e a l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l b r a k e t h a t 

c o u l d s t o p H i t l e r » Once i n power he was a b l e t o p e r p e t r a t e h i s Naz i 

r e v o l u t i o n . But t h e r e шаร n o t h i n g u n u s u a l i n t h i s when a l l t h e f a c t o r s 

i n v o l v e d , and t h e h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t i n w h i c h t h e y o p e r a t e d 9 а г ө e x a m i n e d . 

These p a r t i c u l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s шеге u n i q u e b u t t h e y шеге i n no шау a 

German phenomenon. They r e v e a l t h e i n a b i l i t y o f t h e Germans a t t h a t 

t i m e t o c o n t r o l t h e i r p o l i t i c a l f a t e s * From 1933 onwards t h e f a t e o f 

e v e r y German was t o be c o n t r o l l e d . The re was n o t h i n g p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y 

abnorma l abou t t h e Germans» What happened i n 1933 шаз t h e r e s u l t o f 

a complex c u l t u r e p a t t e r n * S i n c e 1945 t h i s p a t t e r n has c h a n g e d . 

Germans a r e f a r more ашгге пош o f t h e i r p l a c e i n h i s t o r y and s t r o n g 

p a t t i e s have e v o l v e d a l t h o u g h v e r y s m a l l r i g h t - U i i n 9 e x t r e m i s t g r o u p s 

r e m a i n 9 b u t t h i s i s common t o s e v e r a l European c o u n t r i e s * 

From 1933 onwards u n t i l t h e d e a t h o f A d o l f H i t l e r and t h e f a l l o f 

t h e T h i r d Re i ch t h e German p e o p l e were t o l i v e i n a menac ing W o r l d · 

On Augudt 2 n d , 1934 H indenbu rg d i e d , m a r k i n g t h e end o f an e r a . H i t l e r 

became head o f s t a t e , and one wh i ch d i d n o t h i d e i t s i d e n t i t y , a p e r s o n a l 

d i c t a t o r s h i p based on f o r c e * Every c i t i z e n พas c o m p e l l e d t o swear an 

o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e t o h im* From t h a t t i m e f r e e speech 8 8 commonly 

c o n c e i v e d d i s a p p e a r e d * P u b l i c o p i n i o n neve r had t i m e t o r e a c t t o much 

t h a t i n any n o r m a l s o c i e t y шоиісі have been b r o u g h t b e f o r e i t f o r i t s 

p e r u s a l * The t o n e was s e t f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g ; H i n d e n b u r g 1 θ Ш І І 1 , wh i ch 
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c a l l e d f o r a r e t u r n t o c o n s t i t u t i o n a l mona rchy , Ա18Ց never d i s c l o s e d 

t o t h e p u b l i c . Anyone ա հ օ a p p e a l e d t o t h e p a l i c e a g a i n s t t h e Naz i 

t e r r o r Í 8 t s 9 n o t a b l y i n P r u s s i a » soon d i s c o v e r e d t h a t G o r i n g had made 

s u r e t h a t t h e p o l i c e f o r c e was w e l l N a z i f l e d o 

A l l a s p e c t s o f German s o c i e t y ШЄГ8 N a z i f l e d * No one p e r s o n o r 

i n s t i t u t i o n սատ t o escape s u r v e i l l a n c s * The p r o v i n c i a l D i e t s were 

d i s s o l v e d ( o f t e n by f o r c e , ลร i n B a v a r i a ) 9 and Naz i gove rnmen ts s e t up 

i n t h e i r p l a c e * The พ h o l e s t a t e พas t h e r e f o r e d e f e d e r a l i s e d and made 

a c e n t r a l i s e d Naz i u n i t . Gn 2 3 r d March t h e E n a b l i n g Ac t с г т ө b e f o r e 

t h e R e i c h s t a g and шаб passed* On 2nd May a l l t r a d e u n i o n b u i l d i n g s 

ШӨГӨ o c c u p i e d and t h e u n i o n s s u p p r e s s e d * On 1 4 t h J u l y t h e Naz i P a r t y 

ผ a s d e c l a r e d t h e o n l y p a r t y i n t h e Reiche H i t l e r пош had supreme 

рошег» From t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g t h e p r e s s was t o be c o n t r o l l e d ; on 

4 t h O c t o b e r 9 1933 t h e Re i ch P ress Laws шәге passed* The N a z i s t o o k 

a v e r e d u c a t i o n 9 t h e j u d i c i a r y I and a t t e m p t e d t o M a 2 i f y t h e c h u r c h . 

A l l f e l l under t h e a n v i l . I n s t r u m e n t s f o r p e r p e t u a t i n g t h e machine 

шәге c r e a t B d - C o e b b e l s 1 p ropaganda m i n i s t r y 9 and w o r s t o f 8 İ 1 9 t h e 

Gestapo 9 e s t a b l i s h e d by G o e r i n g 9 a s s i s t e d by H e y d r i c h and H immle rβ 

R e p r e s s i o n 9 i n t i m i d a t i o n » c o r r u p t i o n » and v i o l e n c e шеге t o c h a r a c t e r i s e 

t h e Naz i s t a t e . L e a v i n g a s i d e f o r 8 moment w i d e r i m p l i c a t i o n s and 

deeper m o t i v e s Germany ша8 b e i n g b r o u g h t t o h e e l by t r i c k e r y and t h e 

most v i c i o u s b r u t a l i t y > b u t a t t h e same t i m e i t l o o k s on t h e s u r f a c e 

as i f Germans had no one t o b lame b u t t h e m s e l v e s * H i t l e r appeared t o 

be t h e champion o f a n a t i o n a l с а и в Ө е 
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On 2 3 r d March o n l y o t t o U e İ 8 9 l e a d e r o f t h e S o c i a l Democratas, 

d e f i e d H i t l e r t "We Cermaก S o c i a l Democra ts p l e d g e o u r s e l v e s s o l e m n l y 

i n t h i s h i s t o r i c hour t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f human i t y and j u s t i c e 9 o f 

f reedom and s o c i a l i s m » No E n a b l i n g Ac t can g i v e you t h e рошег t o 

d e s t r o y i d e a s พ h i c h a r e e t e r n a l and i n d e s t r u c t i b l e , ฬ The R e i c h s t a g 

a c c e p t e d t h e Ac t by 441 v o t e s t o 8 4 , ( a l l o f шЫсһ ШӨГ8 S o c i a l D e m o c r a t s ) * 

The S o c i a l Democra ts were r a p i d l y s u p p r e s s e d . The C a t h o l i c B a v a r i a n 

P e o p l e * ร P a r t y and t h e C e n t r e P a r t y c a p i t u l a t s d o f t h e i r ОШП c h o i c e * 

The N a t i o n a l P a r t y шаร g i v e n e q u a l l y s h o r t s h r i f t » The aged H indenbu rg 

s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s d e a t h g r a s p e d t h e шау i n шЫсһ t h e t i d e ШӨ8 f l o w i n g ? 

Papen» encouraged by H indenbu rg 9 spoks o u t a g a i n s t H i t l e r on 1 7 t h June I 

1934 a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f W a r b u r g , b u t Goebbe ls soon c r u s h e d t h e s p r e a d 

o f news o f t h e s p e e c h ; c o p i e s o f t h e F r a n k f u r t e r Z e i t u n g ШВГВ s e i z e d . 

H i t l e r 9 i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t y l e 9 appeased H indenburg» шһо wes t h r e a t e n i n g 

t o hand t h e s t a t e o v e r t o t h e Army. The Rohm purge шаร t h e r e s u l t * 

On H i n d e n b u r g v 8 d e a t h H i t l e r assumed t o t a l poœer* On 1 9 t h August 

a p l e b i s c i t e was h e l d ; 9 5 ^ o f r e g i s t e r e d v o t e r s went t o t h e p o l l s ; 

90% o f them gave H i t l e r t h e i r f a v o u r ; 4^- m i l l i o n Germans had s a i d " n o " . 
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Chap te r One 

The F i r e t Y e a r s o f Рощэг» 1933^1935 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m d e s t r o y e d էha German c o n c e p t s o f 1 H e i m a t · 9 

1 V a t e r l a n d 1
9 and • V o l k ' 9 t h o u g h n o t h i n g юав more s t r e n g t h e n i n g t ø 

t h e N a z i еаиөө է h a n thee© e m o t i o n a l a t t a c h m e n t s » 8 d e d i c a t i o n t ø t h e 

v a t e r l a n d and i t s p e o p l e and e b e l i e f i n t h s m y s t i c a l рошөг o f Germany. 

Bu t H i t l e r had n o t p u l l e d o f f a dynamic C û u p e A « J « p * T a y l o r พ e s 

r i g h t шһеп he ա ր օ է տ է h a t 9
 w 3 0 t h January» 1933 шаs n o t a s e i z u r e ©f 

рошөг 9 d e e p i t e N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t b o a s t i n g s * H i t l e r was a p p o i n t s d 

C h a n c e l l o r by P r e s i d e n t H indanbu rg i n a s t r i c t l y c o n s t i t u t i o n a l шау 

and f o r s o l e l y d e m o c r a t i c r e a s o n s * Hs шаз n o t made C h a n c e l l o r because 

he ผ o u l d h e l p t h e German c a p i t a l i s t e t o d e s t r o y t h e t r a d e s u n i o n s » o r 

because he ա օ ս 1 ժ g i v s t h e Gsrman g s n s r a l s a g r e a t a r m y 9 s t i l l l e 8 8 a 

g r e a t шаг» He was a p p o i n t e d bacauss һө and h i s N a t i o n a l i s t a l l i e s 

c o u l d p r o v i d e a m a j o r i t y i n t h e R e i c h s t a g and t h u s end t h e anomalous 

f o u r y e a r θ o f gove rnmen t by p r e s i d e n t i a l d e c r e e * 1 9 I t ша 8 f roro t h i s 

b a s i s o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l e g a l i t y t h a t H i t l e r шаร a b l e t o h a r n e s s t h e 

l a t e n t powers o f German s o c i e t y and t o r educe i t t o u n i v e r s a l o b e d i e n c e * 

U h a t e v e r էha m o t i v e s o f i n d i v i d u a l p r e s s u r e g r o u p s p re«1933 and t h e Ғ ө а г ә 

o f G @ r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l a H i t l e r ша8 8 Ө Ө П by t h e m a j o r i t y as t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

l e a d e r c o m m i t t e d t o t h e n a t i o n a l cause* I t raould be t o t a l l y u n f a i r t o 

say t h e German p e o p l e s h o u l d have been ашагө i n 1933 o f H i t l e r ' s g e o p o l i t i c a l 

m a c h i n a t i o n s » o r h i e m e t h o d s . Even ө о т ө o f h i s c l o s e s t f r i e n d s d i d n o t 

know; L .8« Namier s u s t a i n s t h i s when s p e a k i n g o f H i t l e t 1 ร r e l a t i o n e with 

m u s s o l i n i i n rtEurope i n Decay " í " H i t l e r had f e e l i n g s o f c o m r a d e s h i p 
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f o r ฅ น ร s o l i ก і b u t no p o l i t i c a l r e g a r d р and t h e a x i s p a r t n e r ша8 no b e t t e r 

i n f o r m e d abou t h i s schemes and i n t e n t i o n s t h a n шәге h i s o p p o n e ก t s e
H I n 

any с а э ө t h s r s  mmรQ no s i g n s as y e t t o t h e c o n t r a r y * НІ8 f P e a c e 1 speech 

• f May 179 1933 f o o l e d e v e r y o n e 9 and W.Lo S h i r e r r e c a l l s i n d e t a i l how 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f Germans d i d n o t 888๓ t o f e s l cowed by t h e sys tem i n 

1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 4 # 

A q u i e t 9 b u t c e a s e l e s s r e v o l u t i o n t o o k p l a c e i n German s o c i e t y f r o m 

1933 t o 1935 · For t h e German p e o p l e i t ша8 an I n d i a n summer* Everyone 

i n pouter ШЭ8 r e a s o n a b l y happy ա ձ է հ H i t l e r 9 ш ho f o u n d s u c c e s s ша ร coming 

e a s i l y * He ШӨ8 t o succeed as B i s m a r c k had because o f s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

b u t w i t h d i f f e r e n t means and end8e The p r e s s u r e s o f t h e N a z i s t a t e mere 

imposed v e r y e a r l y on» I t was a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l German 

ша8 f a c e d พ i t h h i s p r e d i c a m e n t Ө 8 neve r b e f o r e ; he had a c h o i c e - t o 

a c c e p t t h e r e g i m e 9 as t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y d i d 9 (many p e r h a p s unaware i n any 

case t h a t a d e c i s i o n c o n f r o n t e d t h e m ) 9 o r t o s t a n d a g a i n s t t h e f l o o d » t o 

r e j e c t t h e demands o f t h e o r g a n i s e d t o t a l i t y o f s o c i a l c o n t r o l s » The 

l a t t e r w o u l d have r e q u i r e d an e x t r a o r d i n a r y deg ree o f h e r o i c s e l f -

d e t e r m i ก a t i o ก 9 and more ; i t พ o u l d have r e q u i r e d Ց 8 Ө ก ร θ o f t o t a l 

commitment t o some a l t e r n a t i v e sys tem o f v a l u e s ^ w h i c h t o one 80 c o m m i t t e d 9 

c o u l d c l a i m p r e c e d e n c e o v e r t h o s e v a l u e s o f p e r s o n a l and n a t i o n a l s u r v i v a l . 

Bu t H i t l e r h i m s e l f шаร c a r a f u l n o t t o o v e r s t e p t h e mark t o o much* For 

i n s t a n c e he ша8 a b l e t o p u l l o f f t h e o b v i o u s l y r i g g e d Van der Lubbe t r i a l » 

d e l i b e r a t e l y b r a n d i n g t h e commun is ts w i t h t h e R e i c h s t a g f i r e a l t h o u g h 
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s e c t i o n s o f t h e p u b l i c ШӨГЗ aroused» y e t f o u n d he had t o o p e n l y denounce 

t h e a s s a e e i ก 8 o f P r e s i d e n t Dolfu88 o f A u s t r i a because o f p u b l i c p r e s s u r e * 

The e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r s i n Germany 9 e s p e c i a l l y t h e armed f o r c e s and 

t h e c i v i l s e r v i c e » Ө Г В o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t » s i n c e i t ผ 8 8 t h e s e s t r o n g l y 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d b o d i e s t h a t шоиісі Ьө a f f e c t e d most o f a l l by Nazism i n 

i t s e a r l y y e a r s o f power« I t was t h e members o f t h e s e b o d i e s t o o t h a t 

r e f l e c t most t h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f c e r t a i n s o c i o - e c o n o m i c g r o u p s i n German 

s o c i e t y พ i t h N a z i s m 9 s i n c e t r a d i t i o n a l l y t h e y шәге t h e r u l i n g c l a s s e s 

o f Germany 9 and t h e r e f o r e were l i k e l y t o c l a s h e i i t h a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e g i m e 

шЫеһ m i g h t oppose t h e i r i n t e r e s t s » 

The German c i v i l s e r v i c e 9 and more e s p e c i a l l y t h e upper e c h e l o n s o f 

i t 9 İ 8 an i n t e r e s t i n g рһепотөпоПо I Ł ша8 g e n e r a l l y i n d i f f e r e n t t o a l l 

q u e s t i o n e o f f o r m s o f gove rnmen t as l o n g а ө i t d i d n o t i n t e r f e r e w i t h 

t h e e f f i c i e n t e x e r c i s e o f i t s оաո b u r e a u c r a t i c power* I t клеш f u l l w e l l 

i t was i n d i s p e n s a b l e * The c i v i l s e r v i c e was made up o f e x p e r i e n c e d 

s p e c i a l i s t s , i n v a l u a b l e t o t h e Naz i s ա հ օ had no one t o r e p l a c e themо 

T h i s шаร most a p p a r e n t i n t h e German f o r e i g n o f f i c e ; шһеп t h e N a z i s t r i e d 

t h e i r hands a t d i p l o m a c y t h e y шәге p o s i t i v e l y u n s u c c e s s f u l ; A l f r e d 

Rosembergb R o b e r t L e y 9 R e i n h a r d H e y d r ì c h 9 and Theodor H a b r i c h t ШӨГӨ a l l 

m i s e r a b l e f a ì l u r e s o P a u l otto Schmid t พ r o t e է " g o v e r n m e n t s came and went 

f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s c h a n g e d t b u t f o r Carman d i p l o m a t i s t s such e v e n t s 

s i g n i f i e d no change i n t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l t a s k s t o r e p r e s e n t t h e R e i c h 

a b r o a d W a n y r e a l i s e d by s t a y i n g t h e y c o u l d i n any с а э ө m a i n t a i n 

(1) 9 

M e m o i r s 1 1 Ρ 5 6 0 · 
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c o n t r o l o f even t s« Some l o o k e d t o I t a l y and R u s s i s f o r c o m p a r i s o n s ; 
i n t h e f o r m e r t h e c i v i l s e r v a n t s had s t a y e d and managed t o mard o f f the 
" o n s l a u g h t " o f F a s c i s t r a d i c a l s ; i n t h e l a t t e r t h e y had l e f t and t h e 
B o l s h e v i k s had f o u n d d i p l o m a t s f r o m t h e i r วผท ranks» I n 1933 B r u n i n g 
had a d v i s e d s t a t e S e c r e t a r y Виїош and ว է h e r 8 n o t t o r e s i g n s И г в т а і ก i n 
o f f i c e and u r g e t h e s e o t h e r s t o do І і к е ш і з е » f o r t h e y · Φ * · Ο Φ · 0 « t o g e t h e r 

w i t h mode ra te l e a d e r s i n t h e Re ichs tøehr 9 a l o n e UHวนId be i n a p o s i t i o n 
t o f r u s t r a t e any a g g r e s s i v e f o r e i g n o r m i l i t a r y p o l i c i e s o f H i t l e r « 1 1 

One t h i n g І 8 c e r t a i n 9 t h e German c i v i l s e r v i c e ша8 v e r y рошөгҒи1о 

D e s p i t e t h e r e v o l u t i o n i n s t a f f i n g i n 1919» by 1929 i t had r e v e s t e d t o 

t h e р г ө - 1 9 1 9 8ys tem» s e l e c t i n g key c a r e e r c i v i l s e r v a n t s f r o m t h e 

a r Ì 8 t o c r a c y e T h i s was m a i n l y due t o t h e weakness o f t h e r e p u b l i c р and 

t h e d e l e g a t i o n o f emergency рошөгร by t h a R e i c h s t a g t o t h e B r u n i n g  9 

S c h l e i c h e r p and voก Papen c a b i n e t s a f t e r 1930 v a s t l y i n c r a a s e d t h e 

p o l i t i c a l power o f t h e e n t r e n c h e d c i v i l s e r v i c e « 

B u r e a u c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s may e x e r c i s e p o v e r t l y o r c o v e r t l y » พ i d e 

d i s c r e t i o n a r y Р0ШӨГ8 i n mak ing p u b l i c p o l i c y . A n o t h e r key f a c t o r 

g o v e r n i n g t h e German c i v i l s e r v i c e ша8 t h a t i t พՑ8 c e r t a i n l y n o t noก-* 

p o l i t i c a l . The c o n c e p t o f " n e u t r a l i t y " І 8 c e r t a i n l y c o n f l i c t i n g ; t h e r e 

i s a d i f f e r e n c e betuieeก t h e f o r m a l l e g a l n o t i o n ฮ f n e u t r a l i t y f o r a 

c i v i l s e r v i c e and " n e u t r a l i t y " i m p l i e d i n a p o l i t i c a l 8ΘΠ6Θ· The t h e o r y 

i s t h a t h i g h e r c i v i l s e r v a n t s ШІІ1 make d e c i s i o n s i n t h e ^ p u b l i c and 

n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t 1 1 i n a " d i e l n t e r e s t e d 1 9 шау о The que s t i o ก r e m a i ก Ց 9 how 
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d i s i n t e r e s t e d can a b u r e a u c r a c y be? B u r e a u c r a c i a s have i n s t i t u t i o ก a L i s e d 

p o l i t i c a l Ы а 8 Ө 8 9 t h e r e b y i d e n t i f y i n g n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s w i t h t h e p a r t i c u l a r 

I n t e r e s t s o f t h a t b u r e a u c r a c y i t s e l f « De fence d e p a r t m e n t s may Ьө 

s i m i l a r l y d iepoeedo A r m i s e w i l l n o r m a l l y J u s t i f y t h e i r c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e 

o r e n l a r g e m e n t r e g a r d l e s s o f w h e t h e r an o b j e c t i v e need f o r t h e i r m a i n t e n a n c e 

І 8 demonst rab le 1 » T h e r e i s a l w a y s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y O f i t h i n any I n s t i t u t i o n 

ա ! է հ a d e e p - r o o t e d e s p r i t de c o r p s t o espouse s p e c i f i c p o l i c i e s r e g a r d l e s s 

o f o b j e c t i v e m e r i t e « Added t o t h i s was t h e p e c u l i a r p o s i t i o n o f t h e German 

c i v i l s e r v i c e s a f t e r t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e Empi re i n 1918 and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f t h e R e p u b l i c 9 German o f f i c i a l d o m had come t o v i e w i t s c h i e f f u n c t i o n Q8 

t h a t o f a r b i t e r be tพeen t h e o r g a n i s e d p a r t y and C İ888 i n t e r e s t s o f a d i v i d e d 

N p l u r a l Ì 8 t i c t > s o c i e t y * As C a r l S c h m i t t w r o t e i t c o u l d no l o n g e r s t a n d 

above s o c i e t y aa Hegel e n v i s a g e d t h e P r u s s i a n c i v i l s e r v i c e s h o u l d 9 b u t 

o n l y e t a n d Ье ішеаก t h e c l a s s e s o f s o c i e t y * ( 2 ) The N a z i ө г а b r o u g h t a 

r a d i c a l c h a n g e : t h e c i v i l s e r v a n t c o u l d have a new r o l e i n a s o c i e t y i n 

w h i c h s t a t e » b u r e a u c r a c y 9 and p e o p l e พere о ก θ 9 g i v e n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 

each c i v i l s e r v a n t w o u l d a g r e e t o be p a r t o f t h e harmony be tween p a r t y 

and t h e s t a t e b u r e a u c r a c y . I t ms t h e C i v i l S e r v i c e Լ 8 ա o f 1937 ю Ы с һ 

gave l e g a l e x p r e s e i o n t o C a r l S c h m i t t * 8 t h e o r y o f t h e redeemed b u r e a u c r a c y o 

I t f i n a l l y d e s t r o y e d t h e c o n c e p t o f p o l i t i c a l n e u t r a l l t y « The c i v i l 

s e r v a n t 9 8 r e l a t i o n t o t h e p a r t y ша8 l e g a l l y r e c o g n i s e d t o a f f e c t h i s 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t o assume o r r e m a i n і ก o f f i c e * M a t e r i a l l y t h e s t a t u s o f t h e 

German c i v i l s e r v a n t พas u n a f f e c t e d by t h a l a ผ 8 o I n f a c t he a c q u i r e d 

( 2 ) 
C a r l S c h m i t t р n S t a a t 9 8@ա@ցսոց 9 V o l к ծ м р 3 1 , 
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mors рวшаг 9 s i n c e he had t h e a u t h o r i t y o f a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e g i m e b e h i n d h i m e 

P r i v i l e g e s шәге hi@ f o r t h e t a k i n g i f h© t o e d t h e p a r t y l i n e » 

Each German government d e p a r t m e n t h a d β t r a d i t i o n » mores» шауө o f 

c o n d u c t i n g b u s i n e s s » S e v e r a l o f է h e m 9 e s p e c i a l l y t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e , 

шегө c l o s e d 8 h o p s 9 d e s p i t e t h e p o l i t i c i a n s шһо t u r n e d t h e i r hands t o 

b u r e a u c r a c y and d i p l o m a c y . o t h e r European and Amsr i can f o r e i g n o f f i c e s 

шеге n o t d i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n Germany« The Freกchp B r i t i s h and Amer lean 

f o r e i g n o f f i c e s e l l had t h e i r օ ա ո e s p r i t de c o r p s * H a r o l d N i c h o l s o n 

พ r o t e o f L o r d Curzon t " l a s t o f t h a t u n b r o k e n l i n e o f F o r e i g n S e c r e t a r i e s * · , 

b o r n w i t h t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f a t e r r i t o r i a l a r i s t o c r a c y and ก น r t u r e d 1 on t h e 

t r a d i t i o n s o f a g o v e r n i n g c l a a s * 1 1 ^ ^ I n G r e a t B r i t a i n permanent o f f i c i a l s 

шәге u n d e r m i n e d 88 t h e y ШӨГӨ i n Germany« L o r d U a n s i t t a r t s a i d t h a t a s 

C h i e f D i p l o m a t i c A d v i s e r t o t h e gove rnmen t he o n l y ваш C h a m b e r l a i n t h r e e 

t i m e s i n t h r e e y e a r s i n t h a t c a p a c i t y * ( 2 ) Sumner Шө11ө8 a l s o 8a£d some 

e q u a l l y s c a t h i n g t h i n g s a b o u t P r é s i d a n t R o o s e v e l t on t h e same t o p i c * 
( 3 ) 

A l l i n s t i t u t i o n s t e n d t o become røatertight - t o f e n d o f f a t t a c k s » 

The Germen F o r e i g n O f f i c e ผ 8 8 t h e e x t r e m e o f t h i s i s o c i a l l y i s o l a t e d and 

e x c l u s i v e 9 i t assumed th© a t t i t u d e o f ' m o r a l r e l a t i v i s m ' t o c h a n g i n g r e g i m e s 

a n d , I n i t i a l l y a g r e e d ผ i t h much o f i t s p o l i c y even i f i t s i d e o l o g y was 

( 1 ) Η· N i c h o l s o n » " C u r z o ก » и р 4 8 - 4 9 · 

( 2 ) S i r R. V e n e i t t a r t , "The D e c l i n e o f 0 1 p l o m a c y 9
n F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , 

J a n u a r y 9 1 9 5 0 9 р 186« 

( 3 ) SüíöriOT พθ11@θ9 ^Seweñ D e c i s i o n s t h a i shaped t h e H i s t o r y , " ρ 215-216 
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d i s t r u s t f u l * The m a i n q u e s t i o n İ 8 հ օ ա f a r d i d t h e s e I n s t i t u t i o n s r e a c t 

t o а оhang© i n t h a n a t u r a o f t h e s t a t s ? Тһөг© i s no d o u b t t h a t t h e t o p 

German government d e p a r t m e n t s t h o u g h t t h e y c o u l d be H a s t a t e fflithln a s t a t e 9 ՛ * 

and t h a t t h e Naz i s t a t e i t s e l f t r i e d t o c o u n t e r a t t a c k by b r i n g i n g t h e 

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o c e d u r e . The N a z i s made s u r e t h e y 

c o n t r o l l e d a l l 9 and шһөгө t h i s ша8 d i f f i c u l t y as i n t h e case o f German 

d i p l o m a c y 9 t h e y d u p l i c a t e d much* T h e i r methods a r e d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l 

i n F ranz Neumann 1 ร "Behemoth " and Hannah A r e n d t 9 ร " O r i g i n s o f T o t a l i t a r i a ก І 8 Ш б Н 

Nazism d e s t r o y e d t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l b a s i s o f t h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n German c i v i l 

s e r v i c e and r e n d e r e d i t p o w e r l e s s * The re i s no d o u b t e i t h e r t h a t i n t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s t h e c a r e e r i s t s i n t h a Cermaก c i v i l s e r v i c e t h o u g h t t h e y c o u l d 

c o n t i n u e un impeded . The b a s i c i n s t i n c t o f t h e German c i v i l s e r v i c e ШӨ8 

t o s u r v i v e * Fo r t h o s e ա հ օ d i s a g r e e d t h e r e were two a l t e r n a t i v e s » t o oppose 

o r t o r e s i g n * For t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y ա հ օ s t a y e d t h e y became t o o l s be tพeen 

t h e h i g h p o l i c y - m a k e r s and t h o s e ա հ օ were p e r p e t r a t i n g t h e base deeds o f 

t h e N a z i s t a t e » 

B e f o r e 1933 t h e German army t o o шаร a p o l i t i c a l f o r c e i n i t s ОШП r i g h t * 

The O f f І С 8 Г 8 Corps» r e o r g a n i s e d by S e e c k t 9 was an e l i t e . But 8 8 t h e Naz i 

p a r t y д г е ш 9 N a z ì - * i n d o c t r i n a t 8 d y o u t h s pe rmea ted t h e ІОЮЄГ r a n k s o f t h e 

O f f i c e r s С о г р э . These i n f i l t r a t i o n s and t h e example o f t h e N a z i - m i n d e d 

s e n i o r o f f i c e r s » euch 38 Re ichenau» d i v i d e d t h e Corps i n t a r n a l l y and 

weakened t h e hand o f F r i t e c h and o t h e r s x s m p l a r s o f t h e o l d t r a d i t i o n » 

The r e s u l t was t h a t t h e O f f i c e r s Corps became l e a d e r l e s s and d i s u n i t e d * 

Wuch o f i t 8 p r o f e s s i o n a l competence had been r e t a i n e d 9 t h o u g h t h e q u a l i t y 
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was c e r t a i n l y uneven* I n t e r m s o f s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h e Corps had 

r e t r o g r e s s e d * Խտէ o f t h e e l d e r s had l e a r n e d n o t h i n g s i n c e t h e K a i s e r ' s 

a b d i c a t i o n 9 and many o f t h e j u n i o r s had succumbed t o t h e l u r e o f Nazism» 

Faced ա ! է հ t i m e s พ h i c h œere s e d l y o u t o f j o i n t t h e O f f i c e r s Corps had 

n e i t h e r s k i l l no r w i l l t o mend էhemо 

The Wehrmacht พ ร 8 8 8 e q u a l l y d e d i c a t e d t o t h e o v e r t h r o u i o f t h e 

V e r s a i l l e s s e t t l e m e n t as H i t l e r . C l a n d e s t i n e rearmament had been 

p l a n n e d and e x e c u t e d d u r i n g t h e R e p u b l i c . I t s u p p o r t e d t h e T r e a t y o f 

R a p a l l o s i n c e R u s s i a ша8 p r e p a r e d t o h e l p Germany s e c r e t l y r e a r m * The 

Army ต o u l d s u p p o r t p o l i t i c i a n s шһо f u r t h e r e d t h e i r ends* B r u n i n g Ufas 

p u t i n t o рошег t h r o u g h Army s u p p o r t » c o u n t e n a n c e d by H i t l e r . La rge 

s e c t i o n s o f t h e Re ichswehr p r e - 1 9 3 3 s u p p o r t e d H i t l e r » տ ո ժ t h e r e f o r e 

made i t d i f f i c u l t f o r B r u n i n g t o d i s s o l v e t h e ร»A« At Nuremburg and 

i n a p o l o g i a s s i n c e 1945 s e v e r a l g e n e r a l s say t h e y шегб f o r e s t a l l e d and 

t h a t a l l e f f o r t s ШӨГӨ f u t i l e * The b a s i c t r u t h r e m a i n s t h a t t h e 

g e n e r a l s шәге шеак t h r o u g h l a c k o f l e a d e r s h i p . Hossbach r e v e a l s t h i s 

i n h i s b o o k , " І ш і в с Н е ก Wehrmacht and H i t l e r , и as does Hans в . G is9v iu8 

i n h i s "To t h e B i t t e r E n d , " - " t h e g e n e r a l s d i d n o t want t o do a n y t h i n g e
w ^ 

Гһө Nuremberg e v i d e n c e տ հ օատ how men l i k e G e n e r a l ๐ b e r e t Hans R e i n h a r d t 

end G e n e r a l S i e g f r i e d t f i lestphal a g r e e d w i t h H i t l e r p r e « 1 9 3 9 9 and how van 

B lomberg and G e n e r a l o b e r s t Johannas B l a š k o พ i t z gave ก0 r e a l o p p o s i t i o n 

b e f o r e t h e шаг began* They Ш8ГӨ h a n d l e d 9 used» p l a y e d o f f 9 and honoured 

by H i t l e r » ( һ ө made von B lomberg a F e l f m a r s c h a l l i n A p r i l 9 1 9 3 6 ) . None 

( 1 ) 
H.8o G i s a v i u e ร H T o t h o B i t t e p E n d в

и р 179 
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o f t h s g e n e r a l s шегө h i s f a v o u r i t e s and none o f them r e a l l y c a r e d much 

f o r H i t l e r « But t h e r e ญ ө г е 9 d s s p i t e t h e i r t e m e r i t y , ' s o m e f i r s t c l a s s 

m i l i t a r y minde amongst them« 

Tuo o f t h e s t r o n g e s t i n s t i t u t i o n e w i t h i n Germen s o c i e t y шәге t h e 

Roman C a t h o l i c and L u t h e r a n Churches* They a r e I m p o r t a n t f o r t h i s s t u d y 

i n s o f a r 83 t h e y Ш8ГЄ i n a p o s i t i o n t o employ t h e i r f u l l r a n g e o f 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l c o n t r o l s i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f the s t a t e i f need b e 9 and 

because t h e y h e l d g r e a t 8шау o v e r t h e m inds and a c t i o n s o f 8 v e r y l a r g e 

s e c t i o n o f t h e German p o p u l a t i o n * The C h u r c h 9 o s t e n s i b l y an i n d e p e n d e n t 

b o d y 9 ша8 i n a p o s i t i o n t o c o u n t e r t h e t o t a l r e g i m e n t a t i o n o f t h o u g h t 

and a c t i o n made p o s s i b l e by t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e ' s m a s t e r y o v e r t h e c h a n n e l s 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n and c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 

F i r s t l y i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e a c t i o n o f t h e German 

Churches t o N a z i s m 9 t y p i f y i n g as t h e y do t h e v e r y d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n euch 

an i n s t i t u t i o n f o u n d i t s e l f i n under a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e g i m e . C e r t a i n l y 

t h e h i e r a r c h i e s o f t h e German Churches were n o t b l i n d o r n a i v e t o t h e 

n a t u r e o f Nazism» and i n f a c t had more access t o i n f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h 

c o n t a c t พ i t h t h e o u t s i d e พ o r l d * Bu t one must a c c e p t t h a t any e f f o r t 

t o r a l l y German C h r i s t i a n s o f tøhatever d e n o m i n a t i o n і ก o p p o s i t i o n t o 

H i t l e r * ร programme ա օ ս 1 ժ havs evoked a r e s p o n s e o f m e r c i l e s s r e p r i s a l * 

The c a l l f o r o p p o s i t i o n was t o encou rage m a r t y r d o m 9 p l u s t h e f a c t t h e 

Rowen C a t h o l i c Church f e l t , (and r i g h t l y 80 i n t e r m s o f i t s 0ผก i d e o l o g y ) 

t h a t i t must p r e a c h t h e mord i n season and o u t o f s e a s o ก 9 and t h a t t o 
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p r e c i p í t e t e i t s oผก d e s t r u c t i o n by o v e r t c o n d a m n a t i o n rooulcj be g r o s s l y 

i m p r u d e n t р y s t a t t h e same t i m e n o t abandon ing t h e l e g i t i m a t e end 

a l t o g e t h e r » even t h o u g h t h i s m i g h t ร ก t a i l c e r t a i n r i s k s and h a r d e h i p s e 

B a s i c a l l y t h e l e a d e r s o f o p i n i o n ШӨГӨ f a c e d w i t h է ա อ c h o l e e s ร t o kow«totti 

t o t h e N a z i s o r f a c e t h e a l m o s t c e r t a i n p r o s p e c t o f b e i n g s i l e n c e d * 

The a rgument o f t h e Cerman Churchas t h a t t h e y were s u p p o r t i n g ' V o l k ' 

and • H e l m e t 1 and n o t H i t l e r İ 8 a somewhat s p e c i o u s or\B9 c e r t a i n l y i n a 

l o g i c a l β θ Π δ θ β Cou ld a German C h r i s t i a n l e g i t i m a t e l y s u p p o r t a r e g i m e 

w h i c h i t кпеш t o Ьө t h e a n t i t h e s i s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y ? The f a c t t h a t German 

C h r i s t i a n s d i d s u p p o r t t h e r e g i m e İ 8 s t a r t i i n g t e s t i m o n y o f t h e c r u c i a l 

i m p o r t a n c e o f n a t i o n a l i s m а ө a f o r c e c o n t r o l l i n g human b e h a v i o u r * I t 

al80 showa t h a t the r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n too found i t s e l f f o r ced t o act 

as an agency o f s o c i a l c o n t r o l e x e r t e d on b e h a l f o f t h e t o t a l i t a r i a n 

s e c u l a r p o w e r 9 s i n c e t h a t by r e c o g n i s i n g t h e Naz i r e g i m e as l e g i t i m a t e 

a u t h o r i t y i n Germany 9 t h e Churches p l a c e d t h e i r members under a moral 

o b l i g a t i o n t o r e n d e r c i v i l o b e d i e n c e t o t h a t reg ime« At t h i s p o i n t i t 

i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t է h e r e l i g i o u s v a l u a sys tem does s p e c i f i c a l l y 

and i n t e n t i o n a l l y s u p p o r t t h e s e c u l a r v a l u e system« A l l t h e e v i d e n c e 

İ 8 t o be f o u n d i n t h e B i b l e « S t * Pau l i n s t r u c t s t h e e e r l y C h r i s t i a n s 

t o be 8 u b j e c t t o t h e powers p l a c e d o v e r t h e m 9 j u s t as C h r i s t h i m s e l f 

does I n t h e Gospe l n a r r a t i v s . A l l Churches hav/ө b a p t i s e d i n a r e a l 

sense a e c u l a r r i g h t s « . But a g a i n t h e p o i n t r e m a i n s t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n 

i s l e f t w i t h t h e d i s c r e t i o n a r y рошег t o d e c i d e whe the r a s e c u l a r o r d e r 

i s o p a r a t i n g w i t h i n a C h r i s t i a n v a l u e sys tem o r n o t « 



. 38 « 

The C h r i s t i a n i n d i v i d u a l i n Germany ша8 t h e r e f o r e p l a c e d i n an 

i n v i d i o u s p o s i t i o n i c a u g h t be tween է ա օ s e t s o f v a l u e s and l o y a l t i e s *。 

as a c i t i z e n o f t h e N a z i p o l i t i c a l commun i ty and as a communicant o f 

t h e C h u r c h 9 and t h e r e i s no d o u b t t h a t w h a t e v e r էha l e a d e r s o f t h e 

Church d a c i d e d i t s members ШӨГӨ o b l i g 8 d t o Г о ї і о ш . One can a r g u e 

t h a t s i n c e t h e v e s t m a j o r i t y o f German C h r i s t i a n s appear t o have 

s u p p o r t e d H i t l e r ' ร r e g i m e t h i s i s p r i m a f a c i e e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e y шегө 

c o n v i n c e d t h a t h i s r e g i m e Ш 8 8 l e g i t i m a t e i n e v e r y sense9 a l t h o u g h a l l 

t h e e v i d e n c e s i n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f German C h r i s t i a n s 

шәге f u l l y ашаге o f t h e b a r r e n and pagan n a t u r e o f Naz ism. C e r t a i n l y 

many шһо t a c i t l y a c c e p t e d t h e r e g i m e and l a t e r p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e шаг 

ШӨГӨ p r e p a r e d t o compromise ա ! է հ an i m m o r a l s i t u a t i o n * s i n c e t h e 

a l t e r n a t i v e шгз c e r t a i n i m p r i s o n m e n t o r d e a t h . The re i s one a d d i t i o n a l 

f a c t o r o p e r a t i n g h e r e - t h e c o n e i d d r a b l e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f p ropaganda 

t o a f f e c t t h e v a l u e j u d g m e n t s o f German C h r i s t i a n s * I t a p p e a l e d 

d i r e c t l y t o t h e i d e a s o f ' V a t s r l a n d 9 V o l k 9 and H e i m a t « f r e i n f o r c e d as 

t h i s ШЭ8 by German c u l t u r e - t h e r o m a n t i c i d e a o f s a c r i f i c e f o r t h e 

common g o o d 9 w h i c h p e r v a d e d German m i l i t a r y c u l t u r e e s p e c i a l l y - t h e 

i d e a s o f 1 E h r e n t o d 1 ( d e a t h w i t h h o n o u r ) and 9 H e l d e n t o d ' (he ro<-dea th )« 

D u r i n g t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s o f power t h e n p u s h - * p u l l f o r c e s were 

w o r k i n g upoก t h e a v e r a g e German» H i t l e r ШӨร g i v i n g t h e German p e o p l e 

many o f t h e t h i n g s and t y p e o f l e a d e r s h i p шһ1сһ t h e y had f e l t so l a c k i n g 

i n t h e Weimar e r a ; dynamic l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e c o u n c i l s o f E u r o p e , шһ1сһ 

H i t l e r ша8 o p e n l y s p u r n i n g 9 and a r e a s s e r t i o n o f Germany ' s c l a i m s f o r 
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a r e d r e s s o f t h e V e r s a i l l e s s e t t l e m e n t e Т һ ө г ө was r e a s o n a b l e i n d u s t r i a l 

g r o พ t h and p r o s p e r i t y and t h e employment s i t u a t i o n had a l t e r e d f o r t h e 

good* By 1936 Germany шаз t o e n j o y f u l l employment9 b u t a t t h e c o s t 

o f a heavy rearmament programme* At t h e same t i m e t h e o r d i n a r y German 

n o t f e r v e n t l y c o m m i t t e d t o t h e Naz i cause r e a l i s e d t h a t German c u l t u r e 

i n t h e พ i d e s t sense Ш 8 8 b e i n g d e s t r o y e d ; as has been 8 8 Ө П i t ша8 becoming 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t f o r an u p r i g h t C h r i s t i a n t o m a i n t a i n t h a t he шаз 

an u p r i g h t Garman» a t l e a s t i n t h e Naz i s e n s e . 

The i n s t i t u t i o n a l f a r c e s b i n d i n g t h e Cermen ШӨГӨ v e r y s t r o n g . Some 

were p r o - 9 some a n t l " - N a z i 9 b u t as พ i l l be p r o v e d t h e o v e r a l l e f f e c t was 

f o r t h e f o r m e r t o c o n s p i r e t o c o n t r o l t h e p e o p l e i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 

Naz ism. Tiake f o r exampİ9 t h e рошег o f b i g b u s i n e s s » c o n t r o l l i n g i n d i r e c t l y 

m i l l i o n s o f l i v e s ; i f i t gave Nazism i t s s u p p o r t t h e ш о г к ө г had no рошөг 

l e f t шИаівое\/ег« ІЧапу o f t h e g r e a t i n d u s t r i a l i s t s r e a l i s e d v e r y q u i c k l y 

t h e y s t o o d t o g a i n f r o m s u p p o r t i n g t h e ПӨШ r e g i m e ; n o t o n l y were t h e 

N a z i s a n t i - u n i o n s » a n t i - c o m m u n i s t 9 and a n t i - d e m o c r a c y 9 b u t t h e i r p o l i c y 

o f r e v i s i o n ^ e s p e c i a l l y o f t h e V e r s a i l l e s s e t t l e m e n t p l e a s e d t h e l e a d i n g 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s * I t c o u l d mean p e r s o n a l g a i n and рошег* At Ց m e e t i n g 

on 2 0 t h Ғ ө Ь г и а г у , 1933 c e r t a i n i n d u s t r i a l i s t s a g r e e d t o s u p p o r t t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a d i c t a t o r s h i p ― I . G . Farben a l o n e gave 40Q 9 000 RW t o 

H i t l e r f o r him t o f i g h t t h e e l s c t i o n s . I t r e a l i s e d t h a t H i t l e r * ร 

p roposed rearmament programme wou ld mean v a s t o r d e r s f o r s y n t h e t i c r u b b e r 

and p e t r o l and Ց11 manner o f c h e m i c a l p r o d u c t s . The s t r o n g N a z i s o f 

t h e m i l i t a r y s t a f f o f t h e m i n i s t r y o f Шаг шәге b r o u g h t i n on t h i s t o o : 

mฌา such Ց 8 K e i t e l and J o d l . But n o t so l o n g ^ f а Г і е г ш а г с і з t h e e l emen t 
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of fear ша8 to creep І П е iïlany f e l t they had to make sure they ШӨГӨ i n 

t h e Naz i s * good books - t h e y were a f r a i d l e s t t h e y s h o u l d be b o y c o t t e d 

and t h e i r t r a d e d é c l i n é e 

I t i s t r u e t o say t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f Germans welcomed a s t r o n g 9 

n a t i o ก a l i s t i c a l l y o r i e n t a t e d p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e « Even t h e t r a d i t i o n a l l y 

c o n s e r v a t i v e s e c t o r s o f s o c i e t y шәге p r e p a r e d t o p u t up w i t h t h e v i o l e n t 

a s p e c t s o f Nazism i f i t meant an a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e d e s p i s e d พaimar 

g o v e r n m e n t s . An s x a m i n a t i o n o f է ա օ o f t h e most i n f l u e n t i a l g r o u p s i n 

Germany ШІІ1 r e v e a l t h e s e p o i n t s - t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e and t h e Armyр two 

d e e p l y e n t r e n c h e d i n s t i t u t i o n s i n German l i f e 0 

D e s p i t e t h s l o s s o f power f o r many9 t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e шаร p l e a s e d 

w i t h c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f Naz i p o l i c y 0 Buie"น 9 N e u r a t h and W e i z s ä c k e r 

r e v e l l e d i n t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n o f V e r s a i l l d ร and t h e ш і і Ь с і г а ш а І f r o m t h e 

League o f N a t i o n s and Disarmament c o n f e r e n c e * But ահՅէ s u r p r i s e d them 

most was t h a t H i t l e r was 80 s u c c e s s f u l * The пеш a l i g n m e n t s - t h e London 

N a v a l a g r e e m e n t 9 t h e a n t i - c o m i ก t e r n p a c t and t h e I t a l i a n r a p p r o c h e m e n t 

p l e a s e d many* Ғөш were p r o - N a z i 9 b u t a t t h e 9ame t i m e few ШӨГӨ a n t i - N a z i « 

T h i s n o n - c o m m i t t a l a p p r o a c h พo r r i ec i t h e Naz i a u t h o r i t i e s * I n e a r l y 

1938 n o t one l e a d i n g d i p l o m a t was a member o f t h e s š · I n t h e autumn 

o f 1944 G a u l e i t e r 8 o h l e c o m p l a i n e d t o H i t l e r t h a t among 690 h i g h o f f i c i a l e 

i n t h e F o r e i Q ก O f f i c e more էhan 600 o f them d i d n o t y e t Р0 88Ө88 t h e 

r i g h t f a i t h . พоөгтаกก and We izsäcke r were g i v e n s s r a n k s on R i b b e n t r o p ' s 

i n i t i a t i v e 9 t h o u g h a t h i s t r i a l t h e f o r m e r c l a i m e d he c o u l d n e v e r have 

Ьөсогаө a c o n v i n c e d N a z i e T h i s s t a n d ผ38 t a k e n by many d i p l o m a t s a f t e r 

U lor ld War її 9 c l a i m i n g t h a t d u r i n g t h s Naz i e r a t h e y s u p p o r t e d n e i t h e r 
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H i t l e r n o r Naz i sm 9 b u t t h e " F a t h e r l a n d 1 1 . For example 9 W e i z s ä c k e r s a i d a t 

h i s t r i a l s " 8 S a c i v i l s e r v a n t one does n o t s e r v e a c o n s t i t u t i o n 9 b u t t h e 

F a t h e r l a n d * One s e r v e s พ h i c h e v e r Government and c o n s t i t u t i o n і з g i v e n 

t h e c o u n t r y by t h e p e Q p l e « u ^ ^ O t h e r permanent o f f i c i a l s c l a i m e d t h e y 

v i e พ e d R i b b e n t r o p w i t h c o n t e m p t * The re І 8 much e v i d e n c e t o show шһегө 

F o r e i g n O f f i c e o f f i c i a l s d i s a g r e e d w i t h H i t l e r 1 3 and R i b b e n t r o p ł 8 p o l i c i e s » 

u s u a l l y o v e r means t h o u g h r a t h e r t h a n ends* There ШЭ8 much p e r s o n a l 

a n i m o s i t y 9 e s p e c i a l l y ա հ ա า p e o p l e f e l t t h e y шәге n o t b e i n g c o n s u l t e d 9 and 

w o r s t o f a l l 9 f r o m t h e p o i n t o f ν ί β ω o f men such as D i r k s e ก and H a s s a l l » 

once N a z i p o l i c y พ 8 8 p r o v e n s u c c e s s f u l t h e y had no i n f l u e n c e шЬаівоеиег» 

Mun ich c e r t a i n l y f i n i s h e d t h e i r r o l e i n t h e drama* For example9 a f t e r 

t h e N a z i o c c u p a t i o n o f Prague i n Marchs 1939» D i r k s e n ' 8 w a r n i n g f r o m London 

t h a t t h e e r a o f appeasement was o v e r i n B r i t a i n made no i m p r e s s i o n on 

R i b b e n t r o p * 

T h e r e were many c l a s h e s on p o l i c y 9 b u t f ew r e s i g n e d and few were 

d i s m i s s e d . H i t l e r needed t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e p e r s o n n e l and he knew i t * 

I n 1933 o n l y a h a n d f u l o f t h e o l d d i p l o m a t i c e l i t e urøre d i e m i s s e d t - t h e 

ambassador t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s » von P r i t t พ i t z und G a f f r o n , t h e Мәш York 

c o n s u l , P a u l Schwarz» and t h e Ch icago c o n s u l - g e n e r a l 9 O t t o K i e p 9 (he ша8 

e x e c u t e d I n 1 9 4 4 ) . Some were r e t i r e d : t h e s t a t e S e c r e t a r y K a r l von 

S c h u b e r t , Hugo S imon , ฮ f o r m e r c o n s u l - g e n e r a l I n C h i c a g o 9 and t h e m i n i s t e r 

t o M e x i c o 9 W a l t e r Z e c h l i n « A l l ШӨГӨ p r e c i s e abou t t h e i r v i e w s on Naz i sm, 

H i t l e r кпөш f u l l U le l i i n any с а з е t h a t he c o u l d b r e a k t h e t r a d i t i o n a l power 

( 1 ) 
Nuremburg T r i a l s , Case 1 1 , р 75 -95 
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o f t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e » He e s t a b l i s h e d է ա օ Naz i o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n an 

a t t e m p t t o subdue t h e W i l h e l m s t r a s s e s t h e A u s l a n d e o r g a n i s a t i o ก d e r 

N o S . D * A , P * 9 headed by R u d o l f Hess 9 w h i c h d e a l t m i t h a l l Germans a b r o a d 9 

and t h e A u 8 8 6 n p o l i t Í 8 C h 8 8 Amt de r N,S*D.A»P« 9 headed by t h e i n c o m p e t a n t 

Rosenberg* H i t l e r made s u r e t o o t h a t t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e was b e i n g used 

l e e s f o r d i p l o m a t i e pu rposes» More ผ88 dona by H i t l e r h i m s e l f . T h i s 

İ 8 b o r n s o u t by t h e f a c t t h a t by 1937 t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e ШЭ8 0Ո8 o f t h e 

l a a s t e x p e n s i v e m i n i s t r i e s , caused by d r a s t i c c u t e * R i b b e n t r o p a l 8 0 

d e c i d e d t o f i l l t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e w i t h a c t i v e N a z i s 9 G r e e t i n g a R i b b e n t r o p 

g e n e r a t i o n t o s u p p l a n t t h e c a r e e r o f f i c i a l s » and academic b u r e a u c r a c y * 

F u r t h e r m o r e H i t l e r o r d e r e d on 3 0 t h J u n e 9 1933 t h a t a l l t h e p r e e s and 

p ropaganda шогк o f t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e be t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e Propaganda 

M i n i s t r y * H i t l e r a l s o passed s e v e r a l c i v i l s e r v i c e l a พ ร t o N a z i f y t h e 

v a r i o u s government d e p a r t m e n t s s on 7 t h A p r i l » 1933 t h e Laœ f o r t h e r e -

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e P r o f e s s i o n a l c i v i l s e r v i c e шав i n t r o d u c e d ^ supp lemen t8d 

on 2 0 t h J u l y 9 1933 and 2 4 t h September» 1 9 3 5 . These p u r g e d t h e c i v i l 

s e r v i c e o f a l l อ ก t i - N a z i e l emen ts» and l e t down t h e b a r r i e r s t o d e s e r v i n g 

p a r t y e l emen ts» The c i v i l s e r v i c e became t h e r e f o r e an e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e 

Naz i l e a d e r s h i p * By 1939 t h e Naz i p a r t y had t r i u m p h e d d e c i s i v e l y o v e r 

t h e n o n - p o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s one8 80 c h e r i s h e d by t h e Garman f o r e i g n s e r v i c e . 

As f a r as the upper e c h e l o n s o f t h e f o r e i g n s e r v i c e ШӨГӨ c o n c e r n e d R i b b e n t r o p 

had some success a t N a z i f i c a t i o n * By 1940 o f t h e e n t i r e 120 s t a f f above 

t h e r a n k o f l e g a t i o n s e c r e t a r y 71 шегө p a r t y memberร 9 and o f t h e s e 50 ШӨГӨ 

c a r e e r o f f i c i a l s who had Ьвэп i n t h e f o r e i g n s e r v i c e b e f o r e 1933 ; 22 o f 
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t h e 120 ШӨГӨ n o t p a r t y memberst b u t 11 o f t h e s e had a l r e a d y a p p l i e d f o r 

p a r t y membersh ip and had been r e j e c t e d by t h e p a r t y i t s e l f « 

H i t l e r ШӘ8 shrerød enough t o o t o r e e l i s e t h a t t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s c o u l d 

be u 8 8 d as s h o c k - a b s o r b e r s f o r t h e o u t s i d e røorldp c o n v e n i e n t l y p l a c e d 

be tween t h e f o r e i g n powers and t h e g r i m r e a l i t i e s o f t h e N a z i s t a t e * 

Where t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l d i s a g r e e d t h e r e ша8 l i t t l e he c o u l d t h e r e f o r e do« 

He шаз b l o c k e d i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s * I n 1937 f o r example ambassador T rau tmann 

i n Nank ing v o i c e d g r a v s r e s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t t h e l i k e l y consequence o f 

abandon ing N a t i o n a l i s t Ch ina t o s u p p o r t t h e c l a i m s o f Japan« ^ ^ He Ш 8 8 

r e c a l l e d . At t h e t i m e o f t h e G e r m a ก - I t a l i a n r app rochemen t t h e ambassador 

i n Romep H a s s a l l 9 c o u n s e l l e d a g a i n s t t h i s « No n o t i c e Ш 8 8 t akeno 

We i zsäcke r a g r e e d w i t h H i t l e r 9 8 Czech p o l i c y 9 b u t f e a r s d t h e means t o 

be u s e d 9 e s p e c i a l l y f o r c e m h i l e C z e c h o s l o v a k i s * i n t e g r i t y was s t i l l 

g u a r a n t e e d by t h e w e s t e r n p a พ Θ Γ 8 · R i b b e n t r o p and he d i s a g r e e d as t o 

พhe the r " E n g l a n d wou ld go t o шаг as a r e s u l t o f a n o t h e r German a g r e s s i o n . и ^ 2 ^ 

T h i s i s b o r n e o u t by f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y ฬ e i z s a c k e r T 8 memoi rs 

and t h e Nuremburg r e c o r d s . い ) W e i z s ä c k e r p r e f e r r e d Q " c h e m i c a l 1 1 i n s t e a d 

o f a " m e c h a n i c a l " s o l u t i o n t o t h e Czech p r o b l e m * 

( 4 ) No n o t i c e w h a t s o e v e r 

шев t a k e n o f h i s v i e พ ร . When t h e y d i d t r y t o c o u n t e r N a z i moves t h r o u g h 

( 1 ) D . G . F . P . , S e r i e s D, V o l . 1 , c h a p t e r i v . 

( շ )Nu rembu rg Document No. 3 6 0 5 , a f f i d a v i t by E r i c h K o r d t . 

( 3 ) W e i z s ä c k e r , w M e m o i r s , , » Pe 193 and 1 6 5 , and Nuremburg Document No. 3716 -

We izsäcke r - memorandum o f t a l k raith F o r e i g n m i n i s t e r , 2 1 s t J u l y » 1938 . 

( 4 ) 0 . G . F . P . S e r i e s D, V o l , 1 , พ e i z s a c k e r t o T rau tmann ( N a n k i n g ) 3 0 t h Play, 1 9 3 8 , 
P 8 6 4 . * 
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d i p l o m a t i c chsกกelss i i t was p r e t t y i n e f f e c t i v e and i n a sense m e r e l y 

f u r t h e r s e r v e d Naz i i n t e r e s t e * For i n s t a n c e a t t h e t i m e o f t h e Rohm 

Purge t h e F rench ambassador 9 Andre F r a n c o Í 8 » P o n c e t 9 พ88 i m p l i c a t e d * The 

W i l h e l m s t r a s s e c o v e r e d up f o r N a z i t r i c k e r y by i n f o r m i n g t h e Quay D 'Orsay 

t h a t t h 8 N a z i s * a c c u e a t i o ก ร шаг8 บก founded» The q u e e t i o n r e m a i n s ա հ у 

i t พas t h a t т ө п such as We i zsäcke r had a l l o w e d t h e m s e l v e s t o g e t i n t o 

such a p o s i t i ว ก 9 шһөге t h e y had ռ օ knott i ledge o f t h e c o u r s e and mechan i cs 

o f h i g h d i p l o m a c y 9 end шһеге t h e e t h i c s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i p l o m a c y шәге 

b e i n g b l a t a n t l y c o n t r a v e n e d . 

The army had been a s t a t e u n t o i t s e l f i n Garmany* I t had dreams 

o f p e r p e t u a t i n g t h i s unde r t h e N a z i s * The l e a d e r s h i p had rema ined 

r e l a t i v e l y a l o o f f r o m t h e r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s o f t h e p a r t y 9 t h o u g h many 

welcomed en b l o c v i r t u a l l y a l l o f H i t l e r ' s e a r l y p o l i c i e s - e s p e c i a l l y 

r ea rmamen t 9 c o m p u l s o r y m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i n 1 9 3 5 , t h e r e o c c u p a t i o n o f 

t h e R h i n e l a n d and l i m i t e d m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y i n Spa in i n 1936 · The o n l y 

r e a l a n t i - N a z i шаร G r o n e r and ա ! է հ h i s f a l l on 1 3 t h May 9 1933 ( e n g i n e e r e d 

by S c h l e i c h e r ) any e f f e c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e N a z i s and t h e SA d i s a p p e a r e d o 

I t was s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s t o o t h a t H indenbu rg d i s m i s s e d B r u n i n g » and 

w i t h h i s f a l l t h e s t r u g g l e t o m a i n t a i n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l government ended* 

I n r e t r o s p e c t t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e Army a t t h i s p o i n t шаз i m p o r t a n 1 9 f o r 

t h e y ШӨГӨ t h e o n l y body พ i t h i n Germany w h i c h c o u l d hsve s u c c e s s f u l l y 

o p p o s e d t h e N a z i s s i n c e t h e y had t h e p h y s i c a l means t o do 80« S h o r t l y 

e f t e r Papen t o o k o f f i c e t h e d e c r e e ร บ p p r s s s i n g t h e SA шаδ d r o p p e d 9 and 

t h e s t r u g g l e f o r o f f i c e ^ be tween J u n e 9 1932 and J a n u a r y 9 1933 b e g a n o 
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The Corps made no move a t a l l an t h e f a l l o f S c h l e i c h e r and t h e a p p o i n t m e n t 

o f H i t l e r гв C h a n c e l l o r on 3 0 t h J a n u a r y * 1933β 

The e v i d e n c e տ հ օատ t h a t a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e Corps ша8 r i d d e n w i t h 

o v e r t o r l a t e n t p r o - N a z i sympathy end t h e many " n e u t r a l s " ШӨГӨ p r e p a r e d 

t o t a k e a " w a i t and 8ΘΘ Η a t t i t u d e o None o f t h e o l d s c h o o l e l emen t who 

ШӨГ8 r e p e l l e d by Nazism Ш8ГӨ p r e p a r e d t o make a s t a n d * There ша8 c s r t a i n l y 

a f i r e b r a n d e l e m e n t Ш І І Н І П t h e Рө1сһөшеһг t h a t พ a s i m p r e s s e d b y N a z i s m 1 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c p o l i c i s s . C e r t a i n l y many former Яе1сһ8шөһг members had 

a l r e a d y f i l l e d p o s t s w i t h i n t h e SA and p a r t y i t s e l f » b u t o f t h e s e n i o r 

members o f t h e o f f i c e r c o r p s o n l y a f e w e v e r J o i n e d t h e N a z i p a r t y . 

S i m i l a r l y t h e o f f i c e r c o r p s g e n e r a l l y h a t e d t h e H i t l e r You th Movement» 

b u t many f o r m e r Нв1сһвшөһг т ө т Ь ө г в had 8 พ 8 แ 8 ฝ i t s r a n k s i n t h e р г ө - 1 9 3 3 

y e a r s * B lomberg j o i n e d t h e p a r t y 9 b u t a f t e r a l l he ша8 Шаг I4ìni8ter9 

a n d 80 d i d t h e a g e d F i e l d M a r s h a l Mackensen a n d a fӨШ r a n k i n g g e n e r a l s * 

On H i n d e n b u r g v 8 d e a t h on 2nd A u g u s t 9 1934 t h e Army a g a i n c o u l d have 

a s s e r t e d i t s e l f » b u t f a i l e d t o i n s i s t on a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l d e c i s i o n f o r 

H i n d e n b u r g 9 8 8UCC6880r* I n s t e a d t h e y 8Ш0ГӨ a n o a t h o f f e a l t y t o H i t l e r * 

The e x p l a n a t i o n i s pe rhaps s i m p l e t t h e y i d e n t i f i e d H i t l e r ա ! է հ H i n d e ก b u r g 9 

a man who had backed t h e A r m y ' s p o l i c i e s p r e - 1 9 3 3 9 and a symbol too o f t h e 

o l d Empi re and t h e m i l i t a r y e l i t e - t h e s p i r i t o f m o l t k e * H i t l e r o f c o u r s e 

w i t h consummate s k i l l t p l a y e d o f f t h e Army է a t H i n d e n b u r g ' 8 f u n e r e i he 

c a l l e d f o r a r e b i r t h o f m i l i t a r y g l o r y and r e g e n e r a t i o n i n t h s g r e a t 

t r a d i t i ๐ ก o f S c h a r n h o r s t and с ก e i s e n e u - a shrerad move* S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s 

on 2 0 t h A u g u s t 9 1 9 3 4 , he e x a c t e d t h e o a t h * No one o b j e c t e d . 
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The Army f e l t i t s p o s i t i o n was s t r o n g 9 and H i t l e r * ร p o l i c i e s ШӨГӨ i n 

any case v e r y l a u d a b l e 9 and d i d t h e Army i n any case c a r e v e r y much f o r 

l i b e r t y and democracy? lYbreover t h e Army t h o u g h t i t тав  i n v a l u a b l e t o 

H i t l e r and t h a t t h e y c o u l d h a n d l e h im* The e v i d e n c e f o r e l l t h i s l i e s 

above a l l e l s e i n t h e Rohm p u r g e o f 3 0 t h June» 1934» i n f a c t b e f o r e 

H i n d e n b u r g ' 8 dea thé I t ша8 a s i m p l e d e a l s t h e Army พas t o r e c o g n i s e 

H i t l e r аө H i n d e n b u r g * 8 s u c c e s s o r p r o v i d e d t h e Army and Navy шагв r e c o g n i s e d 

as s u p e r i o r t o t h e SA« H i t l s r had t h e p o l i t i c a l n e r v e and u n s c r u p u l o u s n e s s 

t o g e t r i d o f t h e SA« Тһө Army had i n d i r e c t l y s a n c t i o n e d t e r r o r i s m ^ 

I t had c o m p l e t e l y unde rm ined i t s own i n t e g r i t y . ( f loreover i t տ հ օ ա տ t h a t 

t h e Яе1сһ8Шөһг was more i n t e r e s t e d i n m a i n t อ i n i n g i t s о ա ո рошег and i n f l u e n c e 

t h a n o p p o s i n g . A l t h o u g h n o t a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e b r u t a l i t y ^ t h e 

Army ШЭ8 an a c c e s s o r y a f t e r t h e f a e t « O n l y e i g h t y - f i v e y e a r s o l d von 

Mackensen and G e n e r a l von Hammers te in p r o t e s t e d * But uihat t h e Army d i d 

n o t r e a l i s e шаร t h a t by d i smember i ng t h e SA i t шаร m e r e l y n u r t u r n i n g i t s 

own f u t u r e r i v a i t t h e s š · 

By t h e 80 l emn o a t h t h e Army i r r e v o c a b l y a s s o c i a t e d i t s e l f w i t h Nazism* 

The c r u c i a l p o i n t r e m a i n s t h a t t h e Army шаэ p l e a s e d w i t h N a z i p o l i c y . T h i s 

ша8 n e v e r more o b v i o u s t h a n d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d a f t e r t h e f o r m a l d e n u n c i a t i o n 

o f t h e Peace o f V e r s a i l l e s by H i t l e r on 1 6 t h I 4 a r c h f 1935 . I t was c o u p l e d 

n o t o n l y w i t h a p r o c l a m a t i o n r e i n t r o d u c i n g c o m p u l s o r y m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , 

b u t a programme ша8 announced f o r t h e e n l a r g e m e n t o f t h e Army t o 36 d i v i s i o n a 

grouped i n 12 Corps. Later on 2 İ 8 t may, 1935» a secre t Re ich 's Defence 

Law c o m p l e t e d t he r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e Re ichswehr» พ i t h а шһо1өза1ө and 
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p u b l i c renaming o f t h e t o p m i l i t a r y p o s i t i o n s . T h i s meant p r o m o t i o n f o r 

t h e t o p s t r a t u m o f t h e Corps» and t h e chance f o r a c a r e e r f a r t h o u s a n d s 

o f Urøuld«b8 s o l d i e r s * By t h e snd o f 1935 t h e ave rage age o f t h e o f f i c e r s 

ШВร back t o t h a t o f 1914» moreover many шho had been r e s e r v e d p r e v i o u s l y 

abou t Nazism пош p u b l i c l y showed t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e * 

N e i t h e r t h e L u t h e r a n n o r Roman C a t h o l i c Churches e v e r o p e n l y denounced 

Nazism* L u t h e r шаг s t i l l a g r e a t p e r s o n a l f i g u r e i n Germany and h i s 

a n t i - s e r o i t i c d o c t r i n e s and h i s i d e a l o f c o m p l e t e 8 u b m Ì 8 8 Ì V 9 n e s 8 t o p o l i t i c a l 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s t e n d e d t o weaken t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e s t r o n g e r o f t h e L u t h e r a n 

p a s t o r a t e . By 1937 some 807 p a s t o r s had been a r r e s t e d o r i m p r i s o n e d . 

T h i s พ88 a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e t o t a l number* Some ω Γ ϋ θ Γ Β 

have s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e P r o t e s t a n t commi tment t o Nazism ШЭ8 more e n t h u s i a s t i c 

էhan t h e C a t h o l i c . T h i s was c e r t a i n l y t r u e o f t h e m u l l e r шіпд o f t h e 

dominan t E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n Church* But t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l power and 

i n f l u e n c e o f t h e C a t h o l i c Church พas more s t r o n g ^ * т һә Roman C a t h o l i c 

Church neve r a 8 k e d p i n m e d i e v a l p h r a s e 9 f o r C a t h o l i c s t o a b j u r e t h e i r 

l o y a l t y t o t h e s t a t e * I t n e v e r became a q u s s t i o n o f t h e c r o s s v e r s u s 

t h e 8 r ø a 8 t i k a . N e i t h e r Church a t t a b k e d t h e sys tem i n i t s e s s e n t i a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , w i t h i t s t o t a l i t a r i a n c l a i m s » i t s c o m p l e t e d i s r e g a r d f o r 

t h e s a n c t i t y o f human l i f e » and i t s c o m p l e t e mockery o f t h e most e l e m e n t a r y 

c o n c e p t i o n s o f human Іаш* Amaz ing l y no one g r o u p o f рошвгГи І Churchmen 

e v e r a t t a c k e d Na2ism i n i t s e a r l y d c y s f o r b e i n g a n t i - C h r i s t i a ก 9 i n f a c t 

r e - i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h on t h e b a s i s o f r a c i a l dogma» d e i f y i n g 

H i t l e r 9 and e x a l t i n g t h 9 b l o o d communi ty o f t h e chosen German p e o p l e * At 
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no t i m e шаэ t h e German C a t h o l i c p o p u l a t i o n r e l e a s e d f r o m i t s m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n 

t o obey t h e l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t r u l a r e under 

w h i c h C a t h o l i c s шәге p l a c e d by t h e 1933 d i r e c t i v e s o f t h e i r s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r s ? 

a t no t i m e Ա1Ց8 t h e i n d i v i d u a l German C a t h o l i c l e d t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r eg ime 

Ufas a n e v i l u n w o r t h y o f h i s s u p p o r t » By i t s o r i g i n a l a c t o f r e c o g n i s i n g 

and s u p p o r t i n g t h e กӨШ N a z i r e g i m e as t h e r e p o s i t o r y o f l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y 9 

t h e h i e r a r c h y bound t h e i n d i v i d u a l German C a t h o l i c t o obey t h a t a u t h o r i t y 

or9 a t t h e v e r y l e a s t 9 t o g i v e i t t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e d o u b t i n any a p p a r e n t 

c o n f l i c t o f v a l u e s * 

Тһөг© Ш8ГЄ p r o c r a s t i n ^ a t i o ก 8 on c e r t a i n i a 8 U 8 8 » b u t t h e d e g r e e o f 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s i s e q u i v o c a l * The p o i n t r e m a i n s » hoш c o u l d modera te a t t a c k s 

on a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e g i m e e x p e c t t o a l t e r t h e n a t u r e o r p o l i c y o f t h a t r e g i m e ? 

At t h e F u l d e c o n f e r e n c e i n June է 1934» t h e b i s h o p s d i d a t t a c k t h e " p o s i t i v e * 1 

C h r i s t i a n i t y o f Naz i sm9 b u t t h e y made a d i s t i n c t i o n be tween t h e N a z i 

movement i t s e l f and t h e a b e r r a t i o n s оҒ c e r t a i n a t c h e l o ก ร 9 such as Rcsenburg 

and h i e " M y t h u s " · One y e a r l a t e r a t F u l d a 9 (Augus t 9 1935) t h e b i s h o p s 

a g a i n p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t N a z i s m ' s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h neopagaก ա ր 1 է ձ ո ց » ^ ' But 

wha t o f t h e C a t h o l i c l a i t y ? The a v e r a g e German шаэ c e r t a i n l y p r e p a r e d t o 

be l o y a l t o t h e s t a t e i f he c o u l d m a i n t a i n i n t a c t h i s C a t h o l i c f a i t h $ 

moreover t h i s ша8 a t a t i m e when t h e Gastapo was b e g i n n i n g i t s t e r r o r - t a c t i c s , 

r e p o r t i n g and f i l i n g on t h e r e c a l c i t r a n t o The p o p u l a t i o ก 9 θ s p e c i a l l y t h e 

(1 ) 

" D e n k s c h r i f t d e r Deu tschen B i s c h ö f e an H i t l e r , " Augus t 2 0 , 1 9 3 5 , and i n 

พ น H e r , " K i r c h e und N a t i o n a l s o z i a l i s m u s 9 ' Ps 367-376ρ e t 391-393 1 , and 

t h e J o i n t P a s t o r a l L e t t e r , " s t e h s t f e s t i n G l a u b s n , " August 2 0 t h , 1 9 3 5 . 
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d e v o u t C h r i s t i a n t went f r o m пош on i n f e a r o f a r r e s t * T h i s c o u l d have 

f a t e f u l r e p e r c u s s i o n s f o r e n t i r e f a m i l i e s , ( 1 ^ One can o n l y s u r m i s e t h a t 

t h e l a i t y ШӨГӨ g i v e n в s o m e w h a t d i s t o r t e d p i c t u r e * The German b i s h o p s 

d i d n o t deny t h e v a l i d i t y o f ' b l o o d and г а с ө ' and t h e n e c e s s i t y o f t h e 

German t o d e f e n d t h e i r r a c i a l s t o c k 9 b u t a t t h e same t i m e q u e s t i o n e d t h e 

a n t i - * C h r i s t i a ก pagan a s p e c t s t h a t tuent w i t h i t . B i s h o p Grober f o r one 

ша 8 q u i t e v o c a l on Germany 's need f o r honour and l e b e n s r a u m » ^ ^ 

I t i s c e r t a i n l y r e v e a l i n g t o compare t h e v i e w s o f t h e է ա օ o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

w i t h one a n o t h e r * The N.S«D.P» รаш t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church w i t h i t s 

t o t a l i t a r i a n c l a i m s i n t h e s p i r i t u a l f i e l d as с h a l l e n g i n g t h e t o t a l i t a r i a n 

c l a i m s o f i t s e l f i n t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a * ^ The C a t h o l i c Church o b v i o u s l y 

รаш t h e Naz i o r d e r i n t e r m s o f a 80ff lei»hat u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d p o l i t i c a l 

p e r s p e c t i v e ― t h e N a z i r e g i m e шаз j u s t a n o t h e r p o l i t i c a l o r d e r evoked by 

man, a n o t h e r a u t h o r i t a r i a ก 9 a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s t a t e . Bu t c e r t a i n l y t h e 

C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y шәге i n an u n e n v i a b l e p o s i t i o n - meny f e a r e d t h a t i f 

t h e l a i t y were p u t t o t h e t e s t 9 Nazism wou ld w i n * Was i t t o be 9 God o r 

man 1 ? To demand an a l l - o u t f i g h t ша8 t h e r e f o r e i m p o s s i b l e * But t o 

compromiee meant a t o t a l l o s s o f a l l i n t e g r i t y է none ша8 more aware o f 

( 1 ) B e r n h a r d V o l l m e t , e d . " V o l k e o p p o s i t i o n im P o l i z e i e t a a t / ' S t u t t g a r t , 1 9 5 7 . 

He p r i n t e Gestapo r e p o r t e » See ρ · 128 -129 « r e p o r t o f 5 t h December, 1934 

and a r e p o r t o f 5 t h J u l у 9 1 9 3 5 , ρ 2 5 1 . 

( շ ) See B i s h o p G r o b e r , an a r t i c l e » "Rasse " i n "Handbuch der r e l i g i o s e n 

G e g e n œ a r t e f r a g e n , и F r e i b u r g , B r " 1 9 3 7 , p 5 3 6 - 5 3 7 , and C a r d i n a l F a u l h a b e r 

i n "Мипсһвпөг K a r d i n a l s p r s d i g t e n , н f i r a t s e r i e s 9 M u n i c h , 1 9 3 6 f ρ 1 1 · 

( з ) See B i shop Grobe r i n a r t i c l e 9
 1 1 V o l k e r f r i e d e » " i n "Handbuch de r r e l i g i ö s e n 

G e g e n m a r t s f r a g e n » и F r e i b u r g Βτ·9 1 9 3 7 , ρ 6 3 1 . 
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t h i s t h a n t h e J e s u i t p r i e s t ฅax P r i b i l l o , S J , - " t h e r e a r e moments when , 

w i t h o u t any t a n g i b l e u t i l i t y » some th i ng has t o be s a i d f o r no o t h e r r e a s o n 

b u t t h a t i t i s t r u e . I f i t i s n o t s a i d 9 t h e m o r a l o r d e r o f t h e w o r l d 

s u f f e r s а Ыош t h a t i s h a r d e r t o overcome t h a n i t s v i o l a t i o n by b r u t e f o r c e * " ^ 5 ^ 

Тһө numeroบ8 c o n c i l i a t o r y a c t s m e r e l y c u t t h e g r o u n d ашау f r o m t h o s e , such 

as P r i b i l l o 9 шһо wers p r e p a r e d t o be c r i t i c a l o f t h e N a z i s . I t İ 8 p o s s i b l e 

t o deduce t h a t t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church t o p e n e t r a t e t h e 

my th o f t h e N a z i s ' p a t r i o t i c and n o b l e i n t e n t i o n s » even i n l a t e r у ө а г з » 

s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e essence o f Nazism i n 1933 uias 

based more t h a n on H i t l e r * 8 d e c e p t i v e wo rds * The b i s h o p s » i n c o n c e r t a t 

leB&tp f o u n d no harm i n H i t l e r ' s о п ө - p a r t y s y s t e m . I t i s t h e m e c h a n i c s 

o f t h a t compromise w i t h Nazism t h a t must now be examined i n d e t a l l o 

The m a j o r c o n c e s s i o n s шеге made f r o m t h e Uford g o . On 2 8 t h ฬ a r G h 9 1933 

t h e F u l d a b i s h o p s w i t h d r e w e a r l i e r p r o h i b i t i o n s a g a i n s t membersh ip i n t h e 

Naz i p a r t y » and admon ished t h e f a i t h f u l t o bs l o y a l and o b e d i e n t t o t h e 

new reg ime« I t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h e t t h i s шаร p r e c e d e d by H i t l e r ' s v e r y 

c o n c i l i a t o r y speech o f 2 3 r d March i n t h e ПӨШ R e i c h s t a g , p r i o r t o t h e p a s s i n g 

o f t h e E n a b l i n g Act« H i t l e r had a l s o J u s t a s s u r e d h i m s e l f o f C e n t r e p a r t y 

s u p p o r t - и а f i t t i n g c l o s e t o t h e shabby p o l i c y o f compromise w i t h t h e 

N a z i s พ h i c һ t h e C e n t r e p a r t y had Го ї іашес і s i n c e t h e summer o f 1933 . и ( б ) 

( 4 ) "Der p o l i t i s c h e K a t h o l i z i e m u a / * - па d a t e 9 b u t a p p a r e n t l y f o r y e a r 19371 

t h e o r i g i n a l i s i n t h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s i n Mash ing ton» DCţ m i c r o - f i l m · 

1 r o l l 2 8 1 ř f r a m e s 2 7 7 4 9 0 8 - 9 1 2 . Copy i n I n s t i t u t e f o r Con tempora ry 

H i s t ö t у » M u n i c h · 

( 5 ) Wax P r i b i l l ū , î n " C h a r a k t e r , " i n " s t immen d e r Z a i t , " e x x v i i i 9 1 9 3 5 , ρ · 3Ū5 . 

( 6 ) A l a n B u l l o c k 9 " H i t l e r : a s t u d y i n T y r a n n y , " p . 2 4 5 . 
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T h i s d r a m a t i c s t e p by t h e C a t h o l i c e p i s c o p a t e had been p r e c e d e d by s e v e r a l 

c o n c e s s i o n s t i n F e b r u a r y 9 1933 C a r d i n a l โ a u l h a b e r o f Mun ich had asked 

D r . Em i l muh le r t o r e s i g n . He พas a v i o l e n t a n t i - N a z i and made t h i s 

c l e a r 9 - һө ша8 head o f n C a t h o l i c A c t i o n " i n M u n i c h , F a u l h a b e r a l s o 

began t o p r e s s f o r t h e r e l e a s e o f t h e V a t i c a n ' s ban on Abbot S c h l a c h t l e i t e r » 

a p r o « N a z i p r i e s t . ^ ^ Wany w e l l - r e p u t e d C a t h o l i c s c h o l a r s gave i n t e l l e c t u a l 

s u p p o r t i t h e s e i n c l u d e d P r o f e s s o r M i c h a e l Schmaus9 P r o f e s s o r o f Dogmat i c 

T h e o l o g y i n พ น ก ร t e r U n i v e r s i t y , K a r l Adam o f т U h i n g e n » P r o f e s s o r Theodor 

B r a u e r o f C o l o g n e 9 and K a r l E S c h w e i l e r o f B reunsberg» Т ш p r o m i n e n t 

C a t h o l i c magaz ines y " Z e i t und Vo l k 1 1 and " D e u t s c h e s V o l k , M u r g e d C a t h o l i c s 

t o be l o y a l t o t h e new reg imeo 

But t h e coup de g r a c e came on 2 0 t h J u l y 9 1 9 3 3 , when t h e Conco rda t шаร 

s i g n e d be tween Roms and t h e Nazis« I t шээ a supreme d i p l o m a t i c t r i u m p h 

f o r H i t l e r . The c o u r s e o f e v e n t s shows how b r i l l i a n t H i t l e r พ Ձ Ց a t g a u g i n g 

t h e v i e พ ร o f t h e v a r i o u s g r o u p s i n v o l v s d and how t o c o n t r o l and p l a y them 

o f f i n h i s ОШП i n t e r e s t s . The C e n t r e p a r t y , s t r o n g l y Roman C a t h o l i c » was 

pushed o n t o one s i d e - most o f a l l by t h e C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y . A r c h b i s h o p 

Grobe r s a i d s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s v i s i t t o Home t h a t a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e t o t h e 

s t a t e raas e s s e n t i a l . The l e a d e r s o f t h e C e n t r e p a r t y t o o k t h i s t o mean 

( 1 ) B a y e r i s c h e s Geheimes S t a t t s a r c h i v 9 M u n i c h , 

( շ ) Begegnungen z w i s c h e n K a t h o l i s c h e n C h r i s t e n t u m und N a t l o n s l s o z i a l i s c h e r 

ա 8 1 է 8 Ո 8 Շ հ 8 Ա ս ո ց ք 2nd e d i t i o n , m u n s t e r f 1934^ р 7 , 2 3 , 4 2 . 
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t h a t t h B y พөгә n o t t o be r e c a l c i t r a n t . A l s o , even i f t h e German C a t h o l i c s 

and t h e i r İ6Qde r8 had been h e s i t a n t 9 Uihat Rome e x p e c t e d o f t h e l e a d e r s o f 

German C a t h o l i c i s m พร8 i n d e e d u n m i s t a k a b l e . The re was no q u e s t i o n o f 

d i s o b e y i n g * The s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e c o n c o r d a t w i t h M u s s o l i n i 

had s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e v i e w i n t h e V a t i c a n t h a t a c o n c o r d a t шаร a f a r b e t t s r 

шау o f d e a l i n g w i t h H i t l e r t h a n r e l y i n g on C a t h o l i c p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 9 

( พ h i c h พ i t h e v e r y o t h e r p a r t y i n Germany had l o s t a l l рошегร ա 1 է հ t h e 

e m a s c u l a t i o n o f t h e R e i c h s t a g by t h e E n a b l i n g Â e t ) · The s i g n i n g o f t h e 

c o n c o r d a t i n c r e a s e d H i t l e r * ร s t a n d i n g eno rmous l y i n Germany and i n t h e 

w o r l d . For t h e Roman C a t h o l i c German i t m e a n t t h a t he กOUI had t o a c c e p t 

t h e reg ime t b u t a t t h e same t i m e t h e Papacy f e l t t h a t t h e German Roman 

C a t h o l i c Church now had a document w h i c h c o u l d be used t o s u p p o r t i t s e l f 

a g a i n s t any enc roachmen ts by t h e N a z i r e g i m e * T h i s ШЭЗ v e r y s o u n d 9 i n 

t h e o r y ^ The Church uias u s i n g t h e c o n c o r d a t as a d e t e r r e n t e and as a 

means f o r f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s 9 i f t h e German N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s t a t s พas 

p r e p a r e d t o t r s a t t h e Church as ฬ น s s o l i n i f 8 f a s c i s t government d i d i n I t a l y * 

What C a r d i n a l B e r t r a m 9 mons igno r Kaas , and C a r d i n a l P a c e l l i , ( t h e Papa l 

S e c r e t a r y ^ l a t e r P i u s x i i ) d i d n o t r e a l i s e was t h a t t h i s พBS t h e f i r s t o f 

a s e r i e s o f s t e p s t o underm ine t o t a l l y t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e Roman C a t h o l i c 

Church i n Germany - a t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e кпөш no bounds^ l e a s t o f a l l l e g a l 

ones * 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r t h e German C a t h o l i c and i n d e e d f o r t h e e n t i r e 

German p o p u l a t i o n was enormous ; o p i n i o n i n Germany was noω s t a n d a r d i s e d , 

t o f a l l i n t o l i n e ա ! է հ t h e Roman a g r e e m e n t . To s t e p o u t o f l i n e ШЄร t o ΘΓΓ 
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i n t h e C h u r c h * 8 ӨУӨ89 and t o be marked doพก i n t h e N a z i s 1 r e c o r d s » H i t l e r 

c o u l d noพ go ahead w i t h w h a t e v e r unde rhand deeds he l i k e d 9 and he had a 

p i e c e o f р г р е г t o տ հ օ ա he had t h e b l e s s i n g o f t h e C h u r c h 9 end n e e d l s s s t o 

say he พ88 v e r y a d r o i t a t u s i n g c o e r c i o n a g s i n s t t h e Churchр s w i t c h i n g i t 

on and o f f a c c o r d i n g t o p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n c y . The n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t t o o k 

p l a c e f r o m A p r i l t o J u l y ШІІПЄ888СІ t h e f i n a l d e c l i n e o f i n f l u e n c e o f tura 

I m p o r t a n t p a r t i e s ป ี t h e B a v a r i a n P e o p l e ' s p a r t y d i s s o l v e d i t s e l f on 4 t h 

J u l y 9 and t h e C e n t r e p a r t y p u b l i s h e d i t s d e c r e e o f d i s s o l u t i o n in t h e l a t e 

s v e n i n g o f 5 t h J u l y e Ношеуег 9 one can e rgue t h a t t h e l a t t e r had e n g i n e e r e d 

i t s ОШП d e s t r u c t i o ก 9 b y i t s a f f i r m a t i v e v o t e t o t h e E n a b l i n g Ac t р พ h i c h i n 

i t s e l f made them a c c e s s o r i e s t o a l l t h a t f o l l o t ø e d o But t h a r e i s no doub t 

t h a t t h e c o n c o r d a t b r o k e t h e back o f any l a t e n t C a t h o l i c r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e 

H i t l e r r e g i m e b e f o r e i t c o u l d d e v e l ^ ^ 

I t шаг i n t h e s e i n i t i a l y e a r s o f power t h a t ОПӨ o f t h e k e y « n o t e s o f 

Nazism began t o be a s s e r t e d » namely a n t i * - s e m i t i s m * I t s p r o p a g a t i o n i s 

i n d i c a t i v e above a l l e l s e o f t h e e f f e c t i v e n s s s o f N a z i p ropagaกdBp and һош 

t h e N a z i s шегө a b l e t o e x p l o i t c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f t h e German c u l t u r a l 

t r a d i t i ว ก θ I t i s t h a t t r a d i t i o n шһ!сһ must be examined b e f o r e t h e r e a c t i o n 

t o N a z i a n t i « 8 e m i t i s m can be assessed and i n t e r p r e t e d p The J e w - h a t e o f t h e 

19308 i n Germany Ufas է һә z e n i t h o f a ก t l - s e r n i t i s m - У Іешіпд t h s s e m i t e аз a 

v i r u s i n t h e body o f t h e s t a t e t o be t o t a l l y s x t e r m i n a t e d o 

There utas c e r t a i n l y n o t h i n g пеш i n a n t i « 8 e f f l i t i s n i i n E u r o p e . I t had 

8 « i s t e d i n C r e a t B r i t a i n and F r a n c e 9 and i n t h e บ»5»Ao t o o о H o w e v e r i t 

was s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l ^ and r e l i g i o u s o p p o s i t i o n 9 n o t r a c i a l i s t . A n t i ^ s e m i t i ş m 
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i n Germany was u n d o u b t e d l y l i n k e d mlth Darw in isme S e v e r a l s c h o l a r s a p p l i e d 

D a r ผ i n * 8 c o n c e p t s t o t h e human s e t t i n g р c l a i m i n g t h a t human d e s t i n y and 

p o l i t i c a l l i f e ШӨГӨ b i o l o g i c a l l y c o n d i t i o n e d t o a c e r t a i n d e g r e e and t h a t 

c e r t a i n human r a c e s шәге s t r o n g e r t h a n o t h e r s * Wen 8UGh as W i l h e l m 

S c h a l l m e y e r 9 A l f r e d P l o s t z 9 o t t o Amman9 A l e x a n d e r T i l l e » and John B e r r y 

H a y c r o f է шеге t h e p r e d e c e s s o r s o f f a n a t i c s euch as H i t l e r and Himmler» 

a s s e r t i n g as t h e y d i d t h a t шөак b l o o d l e a d s t o а шөак n a t i o n » I n t h e 

р г ө - 1 9 3 3 y e a r s t h e movement шаร Ь а б і с а і і у an A u s t r i a n one* I t was a f t e r 

t h i s d a t e t h a t i t became n o t l c e b l y a German movement 9 and a l t h o u g h i m p e r i a l i s m 

was t h e d o m i n a n t theme i n German p o l i t i c s p r e = 1 9 1 4 9 i t s l o w l y became 

a 8 8 0 C Ì a t e d w i t h t h e i d e a o f a g r e a t e r Germanyo The էաօ m o v e m e n t s ш ә г е 

r a m i f i e d by t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f " L ' A y a e n » son r o l e s o c i a l 9 " by a F renchman, 

G e o r g i s Vacher de Lapauges 9 ( 1 8 9 9 ) է i n шЫсһ t h e i d e a o f Lebensraum шаร 

f i r s t e n u n c i a t e d 9 and o f Լ ս ժ ա 1 ց U a l t m a n n ' s " P o l i t i s c h e A n t h r o p o l o g i e 9 ' ( 1 9 0 3 ) p 

and f u r t h e r s u p p o r t e d by t h e w r i t i n g s o f 08ша1с1 S p e n g l e r 9 Augus t M i n n i g 9 

and E r n s t Junge r * I t needed a H i t l e r » r u t h l e s s and p e r v e r t e d 9 t o g i v e 

a l l t h e s e v i e w s t h e d e v i l i s h t w i s t t h a t t u r n e d t h e ๓ f r o m a t l e a s t g e n u i n e l y 

c o n c e i v e d academic i d e a s t o 8 f i e n d i s h p l o t t o e r a d i c a t e t h e Jeพร f r o m 

E u r o p e . I n f a c t i t has been p r o v e d t h a t t h e e a r l y N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

movement had no r a c i a l i s t v i e w s u n t i l H i t l e r t o o k o v e r the p a r t y « 

Тһө N a z i a s s a u l t t o o k p l a c e i n a c l i m a t e o f o p i n i o n t h a t ша8 c o n d i t i o n e d 

f o r such an o u t r a g e » I n Germany t h e r e had а і ш а у з been v e r y p o w e r f u l 

C h r i s t i a n h o s t i l i t y t o t h e Jew ish r e l i g i o n and p e o p l e . I t і з a c c u r a t e t o 

say t h a t w i t h o u t C h r i s t i a n a n t i - J u d a i s m i n t h e c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e » Naz i 

a n t i - S e m i t i s m wou ld n o t have been Р 0 8 8 І Ь І 8 » Even i n t h e 193Qş t h e m s e l v e s 
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t h e r e t o o k p l a c e c e r t a i n a n t i « s e m i t i c o u t r a g e s t h a t шеге n e i t h e r i n s p i r e d 

by Naz i p e r s o n n e l no r r e s u l t e d f r o m î n d o c t r i n a t i o n 0 On 3 0 t h September р 

1937 e v e r y Jew i n t h e B a v a r i a n է օ ա ո տ հ 1 բ o f Deggendor f was massacred 

because a Jem had s u p p o s e d l y s t o l e n a u ia fer« T h i s was p r o v e n t o be no 

mors t h a n t h e i n s t a n t a n e o u s r e a c t i o n o f a s m a l l and v e r y s t r o n g Roman 

C a t h o l i c communi ty w i t h a r e c o r d o f h a t e f o r t h e J e w i s h m i n o r i t y i n t h e 

Ъошп» The f a c t t h a t t h e Church a u t h o r i t i e s t o o k no a c t i o n o v e r t h i s i s 

i n d i c a t i o n enough o f i t s h i g h l y a m b i v a l e n t a t t i t u d e » 

The p u r e l y t h e o l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e Church d i d n o t h e l p t h e Jeพร 

e i t h e r о I t s t o o d f i r m on t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t 9 b u t t h i s 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s t a n d p r o v e d t o be o f no consequence f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y 

р г о Ы ө т в о I n 1934 โ 8 u l ^ p e r s o n a l S B G r e t e r y r e c o r d e d 9
 w i n h i s 

Advent sermonร o f t h e p r 8 v i o u s y e a r he d e f e n d s t h e O l d Tes tament o f t h e 

C h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l b u t had n o t t a k e n a p o s i t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e Лөш1зһ 

p r o b l e m o f t o - d a y o H ^ ^ T h i s emphas is came o u t i n many o t h e r s o u r c e s 0 

I n an a r t i c l a i n " K l e r u s b l a t t p " t h e o r g a n o f t h e B a v a r i a n p r i e s t s a s s o c i a t i o n 

F a t h e r J. Sche rn шго іе» M t h e g r e a t e s t m i r a c l e o f t h e B i b l e i s t h a t t h e 

t r u e r e l i g i o n c o u l d h o l d i t e ОШП and m a i n t a i n i t s e l f a g a i n s t t h e v o i c e o f 

t h e s e m i t e b l o o d o " ^ 2 ^ Th roughou t t h e шһоIs h i e r a r c h y o f t h e Church t h e r e 

i s e v i d e n c e o f a n t i - S e m i t i c w r i t i n g s ; K a r l Adam шго іе» " t h e myth o f t h e 

German, h i s c u l t u r e and h i s t o r y 9 e r e d e c i s i v e l y shaped by b l o o d * 
« ( 3 ) 

( 1 ) A m t s b l a t t , Munichp 1 5 t h November« 1 9 3 4 , S u p p l e m e n t . 

( 2 〉 Jo S c h e r n , "Der A l t e r e t a m e n t l i c h e B i b e l u n t e r r i c h t P lanungen und 

พ 8 g w e i 8 u n 9 e n s
, · i n " K l a r u s b l a t t e и хи9 1939p μ 225о 

( 3 ) Κ. Adam 11 "Theo l o g i s c h s Q u a r t a l s c h r i f t , " c x i v , 1 9 3 3 , ρ 6 0 - 6 2 . 
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T h i s i s roo e t marked шһөп t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n r e a c t i o n t o t h e Je iö ish q u e s t i o n 

betrøeen t h e German e p i s c o p a t e and t h o s e o f B e l g i u m 9 H o l l a n d end F r a n c e a r e 

compared* The l a t t e r g r o u p p u b l i c l y denounced e v e r y a s p e c t o f a n t i - e e m i t i s m 

and o p e n l y c a l l e d upon t h e l & i t ^ t o r e p e l i t » A l l one can c o n c l u d e i s t h a t 

t h e German Church n e v e r t o o k a f i r m enough s t a n d է 8 8 t h e y d i d f o r example 

o v e r t h e e u t h a n a s i a c o n t r o v e r s y * The d i r e c t e f f e c t t h i s had upon p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n was c o n s i d e r a b l e 9 and t h e r e s u l t s were n e v e r more p a t e n t էһап шһөп 

t h s Nuremburg Laws шәге p r o m u l g a t e d i n 1 9 3 5 . 

The Nuremburg Laffl8 a imed a t e n h a n c i n g N a z i A ryan c o n c e p t s and c u t t i n g 

t h e Jaws o u t o f a l l f o r m s o f p u b l i c s e r v i c e . B e s i d e s d e b a r r i n g n o n - A r y a n s 

f r o m s t a t e o f f i c e s » t h e y f o r b a d e r a c i a l l y m ixed m a r r i a g e s * The C h u r c h ' s 

c o m p l i c i t y i n t h i s ша8 sough t by t h e Naz is« s i n c e t h e f o r m e r was t h e o n l y 

i n s t i t u t i o n шЫсһ c o u l d s u p p l y i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e s t a t e on t h e r a c i a l s t o c k 

o f p e o p l e as they were t h e only body t o have b i r t h r e g i s t e r s d a t i n g f r o m 

1 8 7 4 t พ h i c һ w o u l d e n a b l e t h e r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t i o n s o f p a r e n t s and g r a n d p a r e n t s 

t o be t r a c e d , ( r e l i g i o n b e i n g t h e ma in c r i t e r i o n used f o r d e t e r m i n i n g r a c i a l 

a n c e s t r y ) * D e s p i t e t h e p r e s s u r e s p u t upon t h e Church i t d i d i t s b e e t t o 

p r o t e c t ' C a t h o l i c * n o n - A r y a n s i n many шауз 9 by r e f u s i n g t o g i v e s t a t i s t i c s 

on t h e number o f Jeผร c o n v e r t e d t o C h r i s t i a n i t y f o r e x a m p l e 9 and by r a f u e i n g 

t o а і і о ш d i o c e s a n f i l e s on m ixed m a r r i a g e s t o Ьө s c r u t i n i s e d * But t h e r e 

ша8 n e v e r a f o r m a l d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e p o l i c y . Т һ ө г ө ШӨГВ some e l e m e n t s 

fflithlก t h s Church t h a t a c t u a l l y welcomed t h e Lams t a l t h o u g h t h e y ШӨГӨ c l e a r l y 

a g a i n s t C a t h o l i c c o n c e p t i o n s o f n a t u r a l 1аш 9 and i n any case t h o s e w i t h i n 

t h e h i e r a r c h y who were s t r o n g l y a n t i шеге n o t p r e p a r e d t o v o i c e t h s i r v i e w s 
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o p e n l y . T h i s a g a i n l e f t t h e l a i t y i n a l e a d e r l e s s p o s i t i o n » one шЫсһ 

n a t u r a l l y l e d t o f u l l a c c e p t a n c e o f էhem 9 s i n c e t h e r e ШЭ8 no v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e * 

The deg ree t o w h i c h u n i t e d p r e s s u r e c o u l d underm ine N a z i a u t h o r i t y i s 

seen e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e case o f Naz i e u g e n i c p r i n c i p l e s . The Church r e a c t e d 

o p e n l y a g a i n s t t h e s t e r i l i s a t i o n Laพ o f l e t Janua ry» 1 9 3 4 9 a l a w a imed a t 

t h o s e ա ! է հ h e r e d i t a r y d i s e a s e s and t h e m e n t a l l y s i c k . I ก Januaryf f 1934 

t h e f a i t h f u l o f t h s C a t h o l i c Church i n Germany ШӨГӨ t o l d n o t t o a b i d e by 

t h e 1аш» Ношө^өг 9 t h e Church d i d r e c o n c i l e i t s e l f t o t h e f a c t t h a t many 

C a t h o l i c s шәге h e l p i n g t o e n f o r c e t h e s t e r i l i s a t i o n l a พ and as a r e s u l t no 

h a r d a n d f a s t r u l e s ШӨГӨ l a i d d o พ ก f o r p r i e s t s t o f o l l o w w h e n h e a r i n g 

c o n f Є 8 9 І 0 П 8 * Bu t t h e E u t h e n a s i a Laพ o f 1 s t Sep tember 9 1939 met ա 1 է հ a s o l i d 

ш а і і o f o p p o s i t i o n * When t h e German p e o p l e and Church g o t t o know พhat urøs 

h a p p e n i n g t h e y r e a c t e d ա ! է հ m u t u a l h o r r o r . The German b i s h o p s knew t h e y 

had t h e p u b l i c b e h i n d themէ ( e s p e c i a l l y พhen i t was made known wounded s o l d i e r s 

m i g h t be done ашау U l i t h ) , and on 3 r d A u g u s t 9 1941 H i t l e r had กว a l t e r n a t i v e 

b u t t o s t o p t h e E u t h e n a s i a programme* 

I t wou ld seem t h a t a l l o f H i t l e r ' s p o l i c i e s шоиісі d e s t r o y C a t h o l i c i s m * 

Ношеуег much ше пош knoพ t h i s t o be t r u e t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e Church were 

pe rhaps b l i n d e d by t h e i r b e l i e f i n t h e v i r t u e s o f c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f Naz i 

p o l i c y , n o t l e a s t o f a l l t h e a n t i - B o l s h e v i k c r u s a d e w h i c h Hitİ8r c l a i m e d 

Ьв ша8 l e a d i n g . H i t l e r r e i t e r a t e d enough t i m s s t h i s theme у t h o u g h h i s r e a l 

m o t i v e s ШӨГӨ l e f t f o r h i s c o n f i d e n t s - " I havs g o t t o keep t h e V e r s a i l l e s 

рошөгร i n l i n e by h o l d i n g a l o f t t h e bogy o f B o l s h e v i s m make them 

b e l i e v e t h a t a N a z i Germany i s t h e l a s t b u l w a r k a g a i n s t t h e Red f l o o d . 
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T h a t ' s t h e o n l y шау t Q СӨШӨ t h r o u g h t h e danger p e r i o d 9 t o g e t r i d o f V e r s a i l l e s 
and г ө - a r t n · I can t a l k peace and mean ш а г * 1 1 ^ ) The German e p i s c o p a c y 8 8 a 
шһо1е ша8 a n t i » B o İ 3 h e v i k « B i s h o p L e n d e r e d ฮ r f e r on h i s i n a u g u r a t l ø n 8 8 B i s h o p 
o f PQ888U on 2 1 8 t O c t o b e r 9 1936 p r a i s e d H i t l e r 9 8 a n t i - B o l s h e v i k c r u 8 e d e 9 ^ 
and i n a p a s t o r a l l e t t e r o f 3 r d J a n u a r y 9 1937 C a r d i n a l F a u l h a b e r c a l l e d f o r 
c o - o p e r a t i o n ա 1 է հ t h e F ü h r e r i n o v e r c o m i n g t h e B o l s h e v i k menace. The 
e p i s c o p a t e was p r e t t y v o c a l i n g e n e r a l i n s u p p o r t i n g N a z i f o r e i g ก p o l i c y * 
I n a J o i n t p a s t อ r a l l e t t e r a t F u l d a on 1 9 t h A u g u s t 9 1936 t h e y e x t e n s i v e l y 
p r a i s e d H i t l e r * 8 f o r e i g n p o l i c y 9 ( t h o u g h s t i l l r e i t e r a t i n g t h e i r amazement 
a t t h e Naz i p e r s e c u t i o n ö f t h e C h u r c h ) . One can b u t deduce f r o m t h i s t h a t 
t h e e p i s c o p a t e заю no r e a s o n why i t s h o u l d n o t Ьө happy røith a N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s t r eg ime» p r o v i d e d i t ша8 s h o r n o f c e r t a i n a n t i - C a t h o l i c s i d e - e f f e c t s * 

I t İ8 в ө т ө o f t h e mora i m p o r t a n t 8Ìde-8ffect3 ผ h i c h rouet пош be e x a m i n e d 9 

s i n c e է h e 8 8 went p a r a l l e l røith much t h a t Ш88 v e r y a c c s p t a b l e t o t h e German 

C a t h o l i C 8 9 and a l t h o u g h t h e f o r m e r e v e n t u a l l y f o r c e d t h e Papacy i n t o орап 

o p p o s i t i o n œ i t h t h e Papa l e n c y c l i c a l 9
 M f f l i t B rennender ร ө г д е и i n 1 9 3 7 f t h e 

l a t t e r พ38 t o b e v i c t o r i o u s * 

One o f t h e g r e a t e s t s t r e n g t h s o f C a t h o l i c i s m พ88 t h e C a t h o l i c p r e s e * 

T h i s came unde r v e r y heavy f i r e f r o m t h e Naz is» I n e a r l y 1934 t h e r e шәге 

435 C a t h o l i c - o r i e n t a t e d d a i l i e s . By J u l y 9 1941 t h e r e were o n l y 2 1 9 and t h e s e 

Ш8ГӨ m a i n l y p r o f e s s i o n a l J o u r n a l s . By 1943 t h i s Ш88 down t o 7 . The methods 

( 1 ) A p r i v a t e c o n v e r s a t i o n p r e - 1 9 3 3 f r e c o r d e d i n W I knew H i t l e r » я K u r t Ludecke» 

London 9 1 9 3 8 9 р 4 2 2 · 

( շ ) Passauer B i s t u m s b l a t t 9 n o . 1 9 9 1 s t November» 1936» ρ 2 · 
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H i t l e r used ш@г@ s i m p l e ; t h e S c h r i f t l e i t z e r s r g e s e t z o f 4 t h O c t o b e r 9 1933 -

t h e l a w COกСӨГกing e d i t o r s - g o t r i d ©f a l l v o c a l a n t i ^ N a z i e c h e l o n s » and 

G o e b b e l s 9 Reichepreeeekaroff ler ( N a t i o n a l Chamber o f t h e P r e s s ) i n t h e m i n i s t r y 

o f Propaganda i s s u e d a s t u l t i f y i n g o r d i n a n c e o f 2 4 t h A p r i l » 1935» шЫсһ s t a t e d 

t h a t no Roman C a t h o l i c р а р ө г was t o p r i n t a r t i c l e s i n t h e f u t u r e o f a r e l i g i o u s 

n a t u r e * Cosbbe le a l e ø f o r b a d e t h e p u b l i c a t і ๑ ก o f p a s t o r a l l e t t e r s i n Roman 

C a t h o l i c neœspapere» The b i s h o p s d i d make β s t a n d - r a t h e r t h a n s u b m i t t o 

c o n t r o l s t h e y d a c i d e d t o cease p u b l i c a t i o n - t h i s came on 1 2 t h J a n u a r y 9 1937 

a t th@ F u l d e c o n f e r e n c e » 

The Naz ie Ю8ГӨ e l s o q u i c k t o g a i n c s n t r o l o f C a t h o l i c пөшврарөге f o r 

p ropaganda p u r p o s e s * A good example ©Ғ t h i s шаз t h e A f f l a r t iกนร B l a t t u
9 t h e 

o f f i c i a l ш е е к і у ø f t h e d i ø c e e e ø f Plainz« I t had h a l f a m i l l i o n r e a d e r s » 

and t h e r e i s l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t ๓any o f them шәге c o n f i r m e d i n t h e i r s u p p o r t 

o f t h e H i t l e r r eg ime by r e c e i v i n g g u i d a n c e f r o m a paper p u b l i s h e d under 

o f f i c i a l Church a u s p i c e s o f t h e Propaganda І Ч І ก i s t r y o тha n P a 8 8 a u e r B i s t u m e b l a t t ^ 

i s a n o t h e r e x c s l l e n t exemp le * Perhaps t h e c h i e f r e a s o n why such p ropaganda 

ша8 ร อ s u c c e s s f u l a n d шһу f e ผ o f t h e l a i t y ШӨГӨ p r e p a r e d t o q u e r y t h e a n t i « 

C a t h o l i c a c t i o n s o f t h e N a z i s Ш88 t h a t і ก t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e r e g i m e many 

o f t h e l e a d i n g C a t h o l i c d a i l i e s gave s t r o n g s u p p o r t t o t h e r e g i m s . Шһөก 

пөшврарвгө s u c h as t h e Augsbu rge r P o e t z e i t น ก g » t h e B a d i s c h e r B e o b a c h t e r 9 t h s 

Cerroania» ( B e r l i n ) and t h e K a t h o l i s c h e r P r e e s v e r e i n f u r Baye rn o p e n l y s u p p o r t e d 

Naz і ร๓ t h e Church ЮЭ8 π ί θ Γ Θ ΐ ν b u r n i n g i t s b o a t s s h o u l d i t e v e r ๚aish t o r e v e r s s 

i t e p o l i c y . 

T h i s a m b i v a l e n c e o f t h e C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y 9 and i t s r e s u l t s (ПӨค t loned 

аЬоиө 9 шаө  mvüt tüotü o b v i o u s t h a n шһ@и %һө N a ž i s d i s s o l v e d t h e Roman C a t h o l i c 
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e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t l t u t ì o ก 8 9 and A s s o c i a t i o n s » i n 1 9 3 6 9 and t h e s p r i n g ø f 1937 

r e s p e c t i v e l y « On ly t h e n d i d i t f i n a l l y become c l e a r t o many Church l e a d e r s 

t h a t t h e essence o f Naz i t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m Ш88 t o @li f f i inat@ f r o m p u b l i c l i f e 

e n t i r e l y t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e Churches* 88V8 f o r юһөก c e r t a i n e e c t i o n e o f 

է һ ө т c o u l d Ьө used f o r p o l i t i c a l p u r p o s e s - t h e C a t h o l i c Youth A s s o c i a t i o n s 

a r e an e x c e l l e n t example ø f t h i s · o r g a n i s a t i o n s พ h i c h t h e N a z i s ШӨГӨ a b l e 

t© p u t t o good u s e ; whan t h e y พรГӨ no l o n g e r o f use t h e y шәге d i s s o l v e d 9 i n 

F e b r u a r y » 193Β· The B a v a r i a n b i s h o p e i s s u e d a p a s t o r a l l e t t e r d e n o u n c i n g 

t h Ì 8 » b u t t o กอ a v a i l * Tha t t h e Roman C a t h o l i c communi ty f o u n d i t s e l f i n 

t h i s p o s i t i o n stensroed f r o m a g r a v e m i s t a k e made i n t h e i n i t i a l p e r i o d o f 

Naz i r u l e - many C a t h o l Ì G 8 9 e s p e c i a l l y Church l e a d e r s * wanted t o Ьө Naz is» 

y e t s t i l l wan ted t o keep t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n t a s s o c i a t i o n s * Uhat t h e y had a 

h a r d t i m e l e a r n i n g ша8 t h a t t h e N a z i s พ o u l d n o t a d m i t them t o t h e i r r a n k s 

e x c e p t on t e r m s t h a t r u l e d o u t t h e p e r p e t u a t i o n o f d e n o m i n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

and o r g a n i s a t i o n a l l o y a l t i e s and t h a t demanded t h e a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e N a z i s 1 

monopoly o f і ก d o c t r i n a t i o n o B e f o r e t h e N a z i s g a i n e d c o m p l e t e c o n t r o l t h e 

b i s h o p s t i m e and t i m e a g a i n i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y wou ld p e r m i t o r g a n i s e d 

C a t h o l i c i s m t o become a c l o s e l y r e l a t e d p a r t o f t h e Naz i movement i f o n l y 

t h e r e g i m e шоиісі h a l t i t s 8 n t i - » C a t h o l i c a g i t a t i o n « I n p r i n c i p l e t h e y had 

no o b j e c t i o n t o t h e monopoly o f t h e N a z i movement i n s t a t e and s o c i e t y « 

a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n i t s e l f 9 f o r t h e y шегө s a y i n g t h a t t h e y tøanted C a t h o l i c s 

t o be p a r t o f t h e Naz i s t a t e and movement 9 ผ H İ İ 8 a t t h e 8 а т ө  Ытв t h e y w i s h e d 

t o m a i n t a i n t h e C h u r c h ' s o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n o r d e r t o p e r p e t u a t e r e l i g i o u s v a l u e s 

and t o c o u n t e r a c t t h e N a z İ 8 f t e a c h i n g o f " p o s i t i v e * C h r i s t i a n i t y * I n t h i s 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n » o r compromise as t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church t h e n saw i t , l a y 

t o t a l ผэакпөө8ө Т һ ө г е шаө a s m a l l m i n o r i t y o f b i s h o p s  mho ват  t h r o u g h №2Іша 
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f r o m v e r y e a r l y on and a d v o c a t e d more f o r t h r i g h t m e a s u r e s 9 b u t » 8 8 w i l l be 

8ӨӨП l a t e r t t h i s p o i n t o f v i ew ก 8 v e г g a i n e d g round» R e l a t i v e l y e a r l y on 

no o p p o s i t i o n шав 8hoผก t o b l a t a n t a t t a c k s on t h e p e r s o n n e l o f C a t h o l i c 

a u t h o r i t y * At t h e t i m e o f t h e pu rge o f 3 0 t h J u n e 9 1934 s e v e r a l e m i n e n t 

C a t h o l i c s шеге removed» such 8 8 Dr« E r i c h K l a u s a n e r » head o f C a t h o l i c A c t i o n 

i n B e r l i n » A d e l b e r t P r o b e t 9 a C a t h o l i c Youth l e a d e r » D r . F r i t z G e r l i c h 9 

a f o r m e r e d i t o r o f M D e r Gerade ฬ e g « H and D r . F r i t z Beck 9 а ше і і - кпошп l e a d e r 

o f C a t h o l i c s t u d e n t s . There шав a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g o f r e v u l s i o n a g a i n s t 

t h i s a c t i o n f r o m t h e l a i t y » b u t t h e r e was no p r o t e s t f r o m any o f t h e German 

b i s h o p s * T h e i r 8 İ İ B ก с ө шав b i t t e r l y condemned f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d by Шаігіегаиг 

C u r i a n * ^ ^ Uhat he a r g u e d 80 c o g e n t l y Ш88 t h a t s i l e n c e w o u l d be i n t e r p r e t e d 

t o mean o n l y one t h i n g by t h e l a i t y - agreement * Even i f t h e r e ЮӨГӨ sound 

r e a s o n s f o r s i l e n c e he s a i d one c o u l d n o t e x p e c t t h e b r o a d mass o f t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n t o t h i n k t h e s e o u t f o r t h e m s e l v e s * C u r i a n ШЭ8 a l s o l a t e r h i g h l y 

c r i t i c a l o f t h e e p i s c o p a t e 1 ร a t t i t u d e t o t h e Naz i c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps and 

t h e c o n f u s i o n t h e Roman C a t h o l i c l a i t y were i n s i n c e t h e b i s h o p s ШӨГӨ k e e p i n g 

q u i e t « T h e r e was n e v e r any f o r m a l o p p o s i t i o n f r o m t h e b i s h o p s on t h i s 

p o i n t « The P r o v o 8 1 o f B e r l i n 9 B e r n h a r d L i c h t e n b e r g 9 i s t h e o n l y known Сөг๓an 

Churchman t o have p r o t e s t e d * ( 3 ) 

I n a t o t a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y w i t h r i g i d c o n t r o l s o p i n i o n ( w h a t e v e r t h e v a l u e 

( 1 ) พอldemur G u r i a n , " S t . Ambros ius und d i e d e u t s c h e B i s c h ö f e , n L u c e r n e , 1 9 3 4 . 

( շ ) ผa ldemur G u r i a n , " D e u t s c h e B r i e f e , " n o . 4 6 f August 1 6 t h , 1935 , р 5 , and 

h i s " H i t l e r and t h e C h r i s t i e n s * * , р 1 6 2 . 

( 3 ) A l f o n s E r b , " B e r n h a r d L i c h t e n b e r g է Domprobet von S t . Hedmig z u B e r l i n " , 

B e r l i n , 1 9 4 9 , р 4 1 . 
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p f u n p u b l i c i s e d p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n s , l o y a l t i e s » and s y m p a t h i e s ) Ш І І 1 o n l y be 

e f f e c t i v e when i t has r e a ! a u t h o r i t y 9 and i t พas t o a u t h o r i t i e s such a s t h e 

Róman C a t h o l i c Church t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f Germany l o o k e d f o r g u i d a n c e i n t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f H i t l e r ' s r u l e , s i n c e t h e y է h e m s e l v e s urøre Р0Ш6ГІЄ88* I n 

such a p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f a f ew can be o f monumental 

s i g n i f i c a n c e * Bu t t o assume t h a t t h e r e e x i s t e d i n Germany l i b e r a l g r o u p s 

ա հ օ c o u l d f i r s t l y be c a p a b l e o f p r o v i d i n g such l e a d e r s h i p and ա հ օ s e c o n d l y 

m i g h t be ш і і і і п д t o g i v e t h i s І 8 t o i d e a l i s e t h e s i t u a t i o n , j u s t 8 8 t o 

i n t e r p r e t t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s o f Nazism i n t e r m s o f p r e s e n t - d a y E n g l i s h 

l i b e r a l - s o c i a l i s t p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y i s p o i n t l e s s * Germany had 8 t r a d i t i o n 

o f a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m * Naz іem 9 a l t h o u g h an e x t r e m e 9 f i t t e d t h a t mou ld* 

Those s e c t o r s พ h i c h one m i g h t c o n s i d e r t o - d a y s h o u l d have g i v e n l e a d e r s h i p » 

depended on t h a t a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m 一 t h e y шәге o l i g a r c h i c m a c h i n e s 9 ա ! է հ a 

d i s t r u s t i f a n y t h i n g f o r t h e p a o p l e 9 r a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g a d e s i r e t o l e a d them* 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n Ш88 c e r t a i n l y c o r r u p t e d է i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f i n d i v i d u e l g r o u p s ^ 

and a l s o s u p p o s e d l y i n t h e f u r t h e r a n c e o f n a t i o n a l i s t i n t e r e s t s . But a t 

t h e same t i m e one must u l t i m a t a l y ask how f a r t h e mass o f German p e o p l e had 

t h e gove rnmen t t h e y dese rved» and nay i n any case hevs wanted? 

C a u s a t i o n i n h i s t o r y i s a p r o b l e m a t i c a l phenomenon. One o f t h e g r e a t e s t 

p r o b l e m s i s t o d e c i d e հ օ ա much raeight w i l l be a t t a c h e d t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 9 o r 

t o g r o u p s 9 o r t o 8 0 - c a l l e d f o r c e s i n a n y h i s t o r i c a l C O ก t e x t 9 p a r t i c u l a r l y 

วกβ w i t h а мету w ide b r i e f * But one muet t a k e a s o c i e t y as a w h o l e 9 and 

n o t s e p a r a t e t h e i n d i v i d u a l f r o m a s o c i e t y and t r a a t h im i n a vacuum* Even 

t h e ex t r eme І 8 a p r o d u c t o f h i s s o c i e t y - t h e r e b e l o r t h e f a r - s e e i n g g e n i u s -> 

p e r h a p s o n l y t h e s o l i t a r y i s l a n d r e c l u s a can j u s t l y c l a i m t o Ьө f r e e o f 
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s o c i a l I n f l u e n c e s » Тһө h i s t o r i a ก * Ө b r i e f does n o t e x t e n d t o t h e и ก o n - s o c i a l " 

a n i m a l o f A r i s t o t e l i a n fame o r t h e ฬ ก o b l e s a v a ğ a и o f Rousseau« The p r o b l e m s 

• Ғ German s o c i e t y d u r i n g t h e y e a r s o f N a z i r u l e must be t r e a t e d betsďeeก 

t h e s e t e r m s - t h r o u g h i n d i v i d u a l s p ( e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t onas ) and t h e i r 

a c t i o n s 9 as พ e l l as l a r g e g r o u p s o f Germans - t h e p a r t i c u l a r and t h e g e n e r a l o 

Some Ш І 1 1 be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f s o c i a l f o r c e s tøithin Germany 9 and o t h e r s » 

a m i n o r i t y 9 Ш І І 1 be b o t h t h i s and t h e c r e a t o r s o f change i n t h a t s o c i e t y 9 

b o t h p r o d u c t s and a g e n t s o f change» The l a t t e r i s o f s p e c i a l i m p o r t a n c e 

f o r t h i s p e r i o d 9 s i n c e t h e deg ree o f r e g i m a n t a t i o n and s o c i a l c o n t r o l i n 

t h e Naz i s t a t e พธ8 g r e a t 9 t e n d i n g t o d e f i n e mote c l e a r l y t h a n i n d e m o c r a t i c 

s o c i e t i e s t h e h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u u m i n t h e b r o a d v i s t a o f s o c i e t y 9 y e t 

r e n d e r i n g t h e I n d i v i d u a l ( t h a t i s one шһо i s กอէ m e r e l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a 

l s r g e segment o f s o c i e t y 9 b u t шһо has ' h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e ' b e s i d e s h i s 

g e n e r a l r o l e i n s o c i e t y ) e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t * The i n d i v i d u a l 1
9 w h a t e v e r 

h i s e f f e c t s upon t h e c o u r s e o f Cermen h i s t o r y a n d / o r s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t e r m s 

o f ' o p i n i o ก , р s t a n d s o u t a g a i n s t a v e r y raell«defіกed b a c k c l o t h o f Naz i r u l e « 

Bu t t h i s i s n o t t o d i m i n i s h t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e b r o a d mass o f Germans. 

One c a n n o t knoш and น88 h i s t o r i c a l l y t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f e v e r y Cerman» b u t 

t h e t o t a l i t y o f a l l a v e r a g e Germans 9 o r l a r g e 9 f a i r l y ttiell-defined g r o u p s o f 

Germane i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t - t h e m u l t i t u d e i s h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t » P u b l i c 

o p i n i o n can o n l y be t r e a t e d w i t h i n t h e t e r m s o f t h e s e canons o f h i s t o r i c a l 

method* 

D u r i n g t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e reg ime many Germans ШӨГӨ p l a i n l y է a k i n g 

a w พ a i t and з ө ө " a t t i t u d e » Not o n l y ШӨГӨ H i t l e r 1 8 p o l i c i e s h a v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e 

รบССӨ85|> b u t many o f t h e พ@etorก s t a t o s p © s p e c i a l l y Gsreat B r i t a i n 0 8@©mGd t o 
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Ьө a c c e p t i n g bif f iр and i n f a c t e n c o u r a g i n g h i s p laneo Wany o f t h o s e who 

шәге s c e p t i c a l i n Germany and a b r o a d s t i l l t h o u g h t t h a t H i t l e r m i g h t сhengθ 

h i s Ց թ օ է 8 օ I f H i t l e r had Ьзөп removed a t t h e end o f 1935 i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

t o t e l l hoш t h i s w o u l d heve been r e c e i v e d o But one t h i n g i s f o r s u r e « 

t h e m a j o r i t y wou ld n o t have шеісотесі i t o H i s b a s i c p l a n s » e s p e c i a l l y 

t e r r i t o r i a l a c q u i s i t i o n 9 and t h e f o r e i g n a l i g n m e n t s t h a t went w i t h t h i s 9 

шәге v a r y a c c e p t a b l e « H i 8 т і в 8 І 0 П 9 a s l a i d d o ա ո 9 i n " M e i n Kampf"f l ша8 

мету much t r a d i t i o n a l Germen p o l i c y e The a c q u i s i t i o n o f t e r r i t o r y i n 

E u r o p e 9 p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e E a s t 9 and t h e r e s o l v i n g o f t h e c o n f l i c t w i t h 

F r a n c e 0 e s p e c i a l l y o v e r t h e p o s i t i o n o f A l s a c e « L o r r a i n e р were a l s o v e r y 

much i n t h e German b l o o d o To t h e a v e r a g e German i t l o o k e d as i f G rea t 

B r i t a i n ша8 b e g i n n i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d h e r mote « t h a t Germany Ш88 n o t i n t e r e s t e d 

i n c o l o n i e s overeeaep b u t t e r r i t o r y i n E u r o p e 9 and morsover» t h e r e » a e q u Ì 8 Ì t i ว ท 

o f l o s t t e r r i t o r y « The German p e o p l e s a n c t i o n e d t h e l a t t e r р J u s t as t h e 

S r i t i s h p e o p l e were c o n c e r n e d i n b u i l d i n g up and d e f e n d i n g an Empireo The 

i n d i v i d u a l s o r g r o u p 9 шһ1оһ was i n o p p o s i t i o n Drøs c e r t a i n l y i n t h e m i n o r i t y e 

The commun is ts f o r m e d c e l l s a g a i n s t H i t l e r р b u t met w i t h กว response f r o m 

t h e p o p u l a c e 9 and l i k e o t h e r p a r t i e s » ШӨГӨ i n any case hamst rung by ¿he 

E n a b l i n g A c t 0 At t h e o p p o s i t e p o l e t h e r e шав t h e H i t l e r Y o u t h 9 шһо p u t 

t h e i r f a i t h f o r Germany 1 θ f u t u r e i n Nazism» At one ex t r eme o f t h e s o c i a l 

s p e c t r u m t h e r e шәге t h e Junke r and i n d u s t r i a l i s t c l a8888p (шһот H i t l e r d a r e 

n o t b r a s k u p ) « c o n t e n t ա ! է հ Naz i a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m 9 and s t th@ o t h e r 9 t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s e s and t h e p e a s a n t r y 9 t o røhom H i t l e r made ๓any ШІІСІ p r o m i s e s 9 

most o f w h i c h шәге neve r f u l f i l l e d р end d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e ave rage 
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wage o f t h e German ш о г к ө г was s l o w l y f a l l i n g under t h e Naz is» ( a s much 

t h r o u g h f u l l employment 8 8 a n y t h i n g e l s e ) 9 and t h a t t h e s t a t e had f u l l 

c o n t r o l o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e r (no t r a d s u n i o n s * and i n June р 1 9 3 5 9 t h e s t a t e 

employment o f f i c e s were g i v e n e x c l u s i v e c o n t r o l o f employment - t h e y were 

t o d e t e r m i n e шһо ша8 t o be employed f o r what and ผ һ ө г ө ) 9 t h e r e ша8 no 

r e a l 8 i g ก o f d i s c o n t e n t » The s e r v i c e s шегө happy» e e p e c i a l l y t h e Navy 

and L u f t r a a f f e 9 w h i c h ШӨГӨ more imbued w i t h Nazism t h a n t h e Armyo B o t h 

had been g i v e n v e r y l a r g e sums o f money and шегө a l l o w e d s e p a r a t e i d e n t i t i e s * 

I n 1934-1935 a l o n e A d ๓ i r a l Raeder ШЭ8 g i v e n RPtB30m t o spend on h i s N a v y f 

a h a l f o f ш h i c h was used f o r neœ s h i p s and пеш arms* On t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 

f r o n t N a z i f i c a t i o ก Ш88 i n t e n e e v and s u c c e s s f u l . The u n i v e r s i t i e s urøre 

N a z i f i e d ; mø8է academ ics t a c i t l y a c c e p t e d H i t l e r - o n l y 29800 шегө d i s m i s s e d 

d u r i n g t h e f i r s t f i v e y e a r s o f t h e r e g i m e * One t h i n g i s c e r t a i n - a 

m a j o r i t y o f u n i v e r s i t y t e a c h e r s had been v e r y much a n t i t h e Weimar r e g i m e * 

C e r t a i n l y i n 1932-1933 t h e m a j o r i t y o f 6 t u d e n t e appea red t o be i n f a v o u r 

o f H i t l e r . D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1933-1939 r o u g h l y one q u a r t e r o f s t u d e n t s 

d i d n o t j o i n t h e N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s s t u d e n t s ' League y a l t h o u g h t o r e f r a i n 

m i g h t have mede i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e m t o r e m a i n a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y ^ b e s i d e s 

s n d a n g e r l n g t h e i r f u t u r e c a r e e r s * Here l a y t h e seed f o r c o n s i d e r a b l e 

o p p o s i t i o n l a t e r 0 ก · 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y Germany had made a t r emendous come-back and e v e r y 

German ша8 v e r y c o n s c i o u s o f t h i s . D e s p i t e t h e r e c a l c i t r a n c e o f c e r t a i n 

p r o f e s s i อ ก a l d i p l o m a t e t h e P o l i s h n o n « a g g r s 8 8 İ o ก Pac t o f J a n u a r y 2 6 t h 9 1934 

went down v e r y шө11 t h r o u g h o u t Germany* A l t h o u g h i t s l o n g - t e r m i m p l i c a t i o n s 

c o u l d no t be p e r c e i v e d 9 i t s immed ia te a d v a n t a g e raas a p p l a u d e d «， o f s e p a r a t i n g 
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Russ ia and F rance more g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 9 and o f p r e v e n t i n g P o l a n d ' s a l l i a n c e 

ա ! է հ t h o s e р о ш ө г э * Most o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s a p p r o v B d e n t i r e l y i n p r i ก c i p l e 9 

a l t h o u g h i t шаә f e l t by some i n t h e U i l h e l m s t r a e s e , by n a t i o n a l i s t d i p l o m a t ė 

such 8 8 Baron N a d o l n y 9 t h a t i t wou ld m e r e l y d r i v e t h e S o v i e t บ ก i o n t o s t r o n g e r 

r e - a l i g n m e n t พ i t h F rance« The re ша8 d e f i n i t e l y some t r u t h i n t h i s 9 Ө8 was 

8 հ օ ա ո by t h e F r a ก C 0 - R u 8 8 Ì a ก m u t u a l a s s i s t a n c e t r e a t y and t h e Czech t r e a t y o f 

M a r c һ 9 1 9 3 5 9 b u t H i t l e r шаθ n o t raorried - and no r ШЄГ8 t h e German p e o p l e 9 

e s p e c i a l l y 8 8 on 1 6 t h m a r c h f 1935 H i t l e r o f f i c i a l l y denounced t o t h e u i o r l d 

t h e T r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s ^ s a t i s f y i n g e v e r y Cerman 9 and l a t e r i n t h e yea r» i n 

May 9 R i b b e n t r o p s i g n e d t h e London Nava l Agreement - r e s t r i c t i n g Germany 's 

Navy t o one t h i r d t h a t o f B r i t a i ก , 8 9 ( ผ h i c h amounted t o s u f f i c i e n t ш а г в Ы р в 

t o i n f l i c t c o n s i d e r a b l e damage 0ก Grea t B r i t a i n i n t h e e v e n t o f war - a s i n 

f a c t Naz i Germany d i d i n t h e f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s o f ผ a r ) f шЫсһ Ю88 n o t 80 

much a l i m i t a t i o n on German rearmament as an encouragement t o expand i t i n 

n a v a l a r m r as r a p i d l y as Germany c o u l d f i n d t h e means t o do 8 0 · T h i s p l e a s e d 

a l l c o n c e r n e d - t h e B r i t i s h ШӨГӨ o n l y t o o happy t o make t h i s g o o d w i l l g e s t u r e 

Іошаг08 t h e Re ichy "The T imee" . n o t l e a s t o f a l l b e i n g v e r y c o m p l i m e n t a r y t o 

t h e B r i t i s h government on i t s d i p l o m a t i c succese» θven t h o u g h i t ша8 a 

f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f V e r s a i l l e s » and t h a t Grea t B r i t a i n neve r i n f o r m e d t h e 

League o f N a t i o n s she ша8 making t h e a g r e e m e n t 9 and t h a t i t was done b e h i n d 

t h e backs o f he r a l l i e s o f t h e s t r e s a f r o n t . M u s s o l i n i f o r one t o o k n o t e 

o f B r i t a i ก 1 8 p e r f i d y - he r e g a r d e d B r i t a i n ' s c y n i c a l a t t i t u d e o f d i s r e g a r d i n g 

t h e V e r s a i l l e s t r e a t y as а д г ө ө п l i g h t f o r f l o u t i n g t h e Covenant o f t h e 

League o f N a t i o n s , I n O c t o b e r 9 1935 h i s f o r c e s i n v a d e d A b y s s i n i a . 

In ӨУӨГУ state i n the world шһөгө H i t l e r шаг represented the Na2Î8 шәге 
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p u r s u i n g p r o p a g a n d i s t p o l i c i e s and s u b v e r s i o n 9 e s p e c i a l l y i n c e n t r a l and 

w e s t e r n E u r o p e 9 n o t l e a s t o f a l l i n A u s t r i a » шһөгө i n f i l t r a t i o n 9 c o r r u p t i o n » 

and t r e a c h e r y c u l m i n a t e d I n P r e s i d e n t D o l f u 3 S f murder i n 1 9 3 4 . Some Ш8ГӨ 

s h o c k e d , as է h a y urøre by t h e Nuremburg Laws o f 1935» b u t t h e s e ШӨГӨ o n l y 

i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t s i n what appeared t o be a g e n e r a l l y v e r y r o s y p i c t u r e f o r 

most p e o p l e i n t h e T h i r d R e i c h * Eve ry government makes m i s t a k e s ^ and most 

ШӨГӨ p r e p a r e d t o a l l o w t h e N a z i s t h i s l u x u r y է นกкпошіпд as t h e y шегө t h a t 

t h e s 9 s h o r t c o m i n g s шәге v e r y much i n t h e Naz i scheme o f t h i n g s * 

C e r t a i n l y t h e Germans 1 c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s p o l i c i e s stemmed 

f r o m a p o s i t i o n o f ๓ o r a l r i g h t seemed t o l u r e many w i t h i n t h e R e i c h i n t o 

t h i n k i n g t h a t H i t l e r 1 Ց p o l i e y - e x e c u t i o n Гої іошесі a n o r m a l d i p l o m a t i c p a t h by 

1 1 j u s t т е а п 8 и
у r a t h e r է h a n t h e b r u t a l " r e a l p o l i t i k " we пош кกวพ ша 8 u n d e r n e a t h 

a l l h i s a c t i o n s . For e x a m p l e 9 no one c o u l d a s s o c i a t e H i t l e r 1 Ց พ І ІНсІгашаї 

f r o m t h e League o f N a t i o n s and t h e Diearmamsnt Con fe rence on 1 4 t h O c t o b e r » 1933 

w i t h a n y t h i n g s e d i t i o u s 9 and n e e d l e s s t o say e v e r y o n e s u p p o r t e d h i s move i n 

t h e p l e b i s c i t e w h i c h Ғо11ошөс1 on 1 2 t h November 9 1933 · A r c h b i s h o p Grober 

c a l l e d upon h i e p e o p l e t o s u p p o r t H i t l e r f 8 d e c i s i o n s 9 ^ 1 ) and he and t h e o t h e r 

b i s h o p s r e f l e c t e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n » t h o u g h o n t h i s 8С0ГӨ t h e i r o p i n i o n s made 

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e - t h e German p e o p l e had r e s o l v e d t o s u p p o r t H i t l e r * 

S i m i l a r l y i n m a r c h , 1 9 3 5 f w i t h t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e V e r s a i l l e s s e t t l e m e n t . 

P r o b a b l y t h e one e v e n t i n t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d พ h i c h shows t h e v a r i e t y o f 

o p i n i o n » and c l a s h e s o f i n t e r e s t s » and hoพ t h e y e v o l v e d 9 ша8 t h e Saar p l e b i s c i t e 

o f 1935* T h i s p i e c e o f t e r r i t o r y had been under a League o f N a t i o n s ' Commiss ion 

( 1 ) 

A m t s b l a t t , F r e i b u r g , B r . , n o . 1 8 , 9 t h November, 1 9 3 3 , p . 1 3 3 . 
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s i n c e 1920 and Ө p l e b i s c i t e шаө due f i f t e e n y e a r s l a t e r o Three c o u r s e s 

шеге орөп « e i t h e r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e e t a t u e q u o 9 o r r e t u r n t o France» 

o r r e t u r n t o Germany* I t шаร f e l t i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y t h a t t h e German n a t i o n a l s 

o f t h e Saar had a n a t u r a l r i g h t t o r e t u r n t o t h e R e i c h i f t h e y 80 w i s h e d . 

From 1933 t o 1935 t h e N a z i s began a campaign o f m i n o r t e r r o r i n t h e 

Saar* The g r e a t German b i s h o p s o f t h e Saar* b i s h o p B o r n e ผ а ө в ө г o f T r i e r » 

and b i s h o p S e b a s t i a n o f Speyer» under шһоэө s p i r i t u a l j u r i s d i c t i o n t h e Saar 

шав9 p u b l i c l y s a i d t h e Saar must r e t u r n t o t h e R e i c h 9 ( a l t h o u g h t h e y were 

g e n u i n e l y w o r r i e d a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f t h e Roman C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , f o r t h e y 

кпеш tuhat was g o i n g on i n s i d e Ge rmany ) . At t h e same t i m e t h o u g h t h e b i s h o p s 

appeared t o be t o w i n g t h e Naz i l i n e 9 i n s o f a r as t h e y Ì 8 8 u e d » on 1 2 t h November» 

an o r d e r F o r b i d d i n g t h e c l e r g y o f t h e d i o c e s e s t o з р ө а к i n p u b l i c a t p o l i t i c a l 

m e e t i n g s h e l d i n t h e Saar . ( 1 ) Perhaps i n one sense t h i s uias a r e a s o n a b l e 

s t a n d p o i n t » f o r t h e c l e r g y n o t t o g e t i n v o l v e d i n p o l i t i c s ^ b u t t h i s шаร 

e q u i v o c a i » e s p e c i a l l y as H i t l e r шаө œ o r r i e d l e s t t h e c l e r g y s h o u l d i n f l u e n c e 

a ttirong v e r d i c t i n t h e p l e b i s c i t s 9 and t h e r e uras e v i d e n c e enough t o s u b s t a n t i a t e 

t h i s . D e s p i t e t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e Naz i p ropaganda o r g a n i n t h e S a a r 9 t h e 

" D e u t s c h e F r o n t " f many o f t h e c l e r g y a t o o d o u t f o r t h e s t a t u s quo i n Ց П8Ш 

p a p e r 9 " O e u t e c h a r Vo l ksbund f u r C h r i s t l i e h - s o z i a l e G e m e i n s c h a f t 1 9
 9 พ h i c h had 

8 8 v e n t y p r i e s t s among i t s f o u n d e r s i n 1934· A n o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l пөшзрарөг» 

a l s o an a d v o c a t e o f t h e s t a t u s quo9 was t h e n G e n e r a l a n z e i g e r H
9 шЫсһ o p e n l y 

c r i t i c i s e d t h e N a z i s 9 and t h e Saar b i s h o p s . I n one o f i t s i s s u e s i t c a l l e d 

t h e two b i s h o p s " a g e n t s o f G o e b b s İ 8 n o ^ ^ These l a t e r tmo p a p e r s and t h e 

( 1 ) E c c l e s i a s t i c a , XV» 1935» ρ · 2 1 5 · 

( 2 ) G e n e r a l a n z e i g e r 9 4 t h Decembar 9 1934 · 
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й D e u t s c h e F r o n t " f o u g h t a r u n n i n g b a t t l e ա 1 է հ each o t h e r b e f o r e t h e p l e b i s c i t e 

шаз he ld« 

However9 8 8 t h e b i s h o p s Ш8ГӨ q u i c k t o p o i n t o u t t o t h e c l e r g y 9 t h e y ШӨГӨ 

g o i n g a g a i n s t t h e p o l i t i c a l I n c l i n a t i o n s o f t h e l a i t y » most o f whom w o u l d 

v o t e i n f a v o u r o f r e t u r n i n g t o t h e Reich« Bornewasser made t h i s c l e a r i n 

a l e t t e r t o t h e Deans o f t h e Saar on 5 t h December9 1934« ^ ^ T h i s had t h e 

d e s i r e d e f f e c t t f o r t h e t w e l v e Deane o f t h e Saar p u b l i s h e d a l e t t e r i n t h e 

S a a r b r u c k e r L a n d e s - z e i t u n g denounc ing t h e " V o l k s b u n d " and e n c o u r a g i n g a l l 

t o s u p p o r t H i t l e r and r s t u r n t o t h e Saar« ^ The n Neus Saar P o s t " шаз 

q u i c k t o c o u n t e r - a t t a c k - м Т һ ө o n l y шау t o s e r v e Germany i s t o b l a c k t h e 

r e t u r n o f t h e Saar t o t h e un-Germen N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t d i c t a t o r s h i p ? ՝ u / 

N o t h i n g c o u l d have been more d e f i n i t i v e t h a n t h i s * I n t h e m i d s t o f a l l 

t h i s t h e V a t i c a n r ema ined n e u t r a l 9 a l t h o u g h t h e P l e b i s c i t e Commission o f 

t h e League c o m p l a i n e d i n p u b l i c o f t h e pro^Germaก a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e tmo 

b i s h o p s 9 b u t t h e s e шәге no e x c e p t i o n t o t h e p r e v a i l i n g a t t i t u d e і ก t h e Saar« 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e p l e b i s c i t e 9 0 ^ d e c l a r e d i n f a v o u r o f u n i o n fflith 

Germany. The v o t e f o r Germany d i d n o t f a l l Ьө1ош 8 3 ^ i n any s i n g l e v o t i n g 

d i s t r i c t * U n d o u b t e d l y t h e p o p u l a c e were a r d e n t l y к ө е п t o r e j o i n t h e 

R e i c h ; w h e t h e r t h e y шегө keen on Nazism i t s e l f Ì 8 a n o t h e r m a t t e r « s t r o n g 

i n d i v i d u a l p a t r i o t i s m พ88 t h e g u i d i n g m o t i v e 9 whe the r t h e N a z i s Ш8ГЄ i n power 

О ； DIoceean r e c o r d e r s » Τ Γ Ι Θ Γ ; p h o t o s t a t i n I n s t i t u t e f o r Con tempora ry H i s t o r y 

Munich» 

( 2 ) I b i d « 

( 3 ) Neue Saar Post» 4 t h J a n u a r y 9 1935 · 

( 4 ) Sarah ผamb aug h է The Saar P l e b i s c i t e 9 Cambr idge 9 IYtas8« 9 1940 9 ps» 4 6 9 - 4 7 2 · 
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o r no te T h i s most c e r t a i n l y e n t e r e d i n t o t h e r e a s o n i n g o f t h e e p i s c o p a t e 

шһ1сһ s u p p o r t e d i t 9 p l u s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y may have t h o u g h t t h a t a p a t r i o t i c 

s t a n d wou ld s t r e n g t h e n t h e Church i n t h e eyes o f t h e N a z i s and พ o u l d pave 

t h e шау f o r a s e t t l e m e n t o f a l l o u t s t a n d i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s * 

Bu t what пош o f 80ГПӨ o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l т ө п шһо шөгө i n f l u e n t i a l d u r i n g 

t h e s e e a r l y y e a r 8 9 and ШӨГӨ h e l d i n esteem by German S o c i e t y « The a im 

t h o u g h İ 8 no t t o t r e a t t h e s e men i n i s o l a t i o n » o r t o pass j u d g m e n t s upon 

thein» l e a s t o f a l l m o r a l 0 ก 8 8 « The i m p o r t a n t t h i n g і з t h a t t h e y be v a l u e d 

m i t h i n t h e f r amework o f i n s t i t u t i o ก ร 9 e v e n t i » and p o l i c i e s 9 and 8ӨӨ them 8 8 

p a r t o f t h e p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r y o f t h i s p e r i o d « Tha t some o f them ผe re 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e f u r t h e r a n c e o f Nazism i s v e r y t r u e » տ ո ժ f o r t h i s t h e y 

c a n n o t be mads t h e s c a p e g o a t s f o r a 8 o c i e t y o f พ h i c һ t h e y were v e r y much an 

i n t e g r a l p a r t . 

The t o p s t r a t u m o f t h e m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ша8 v e r y much c o n c e r n e d 

พ i t h i t s ОШП p e r s o n a l p o s i t i o n » es w e l l as i t s p r o f e s s i o n a l one* These 

i n t e r e s t s ШӨГӨ o f t e n t o c l a s h w h e n i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h Na2 i p o l i c y . Тһө 

o p i n i o ก 8 and c a r e e r s o f G e n e r a l s Beck and von B lomberg show t h i s most m a r k e d l y * 

G e n e r a l Beck , a l o n g w i t h F r i t e c h p had d i s l i k e d Nazism f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g о 

He шав l a t e r t o b e c o m e t h e l e a d e r o f an a ก t i « N a z і g r o u p i n t h e C o r p s 9 and 

e v e n t u a l l y t o s a c r i f i c e h i s l i f e i n t h e นก8uccG88 fu l p u t s c h o f 2 0 t h J u l у 9 

1942ф D e s p i t e t h i s b a s i c d i s d a i n f o r t h e Ө88ӨПСӨ o f Nazism һә had n o n e t h e l e s s 

o p e n l y s u p p o r t e d t h e ma in e l e m e n t s o f Naz i f o r e i g n p o l i c y 9 e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r 

t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n o f U a r s a i l l e s * A t t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e K r i e g e a k a d e m i e ฮก 

1 8 t h O c t o b e r 9 1 9 3 5 ř he d ā i d t в Ч һ ө hou t o f d e a t h o f o u t m a g n i f i c e n t erffly on 
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J u l y 2 Ց է հ ք 1919 · · « · · · · · · · · · · · · · · l e d to the ПӨพ l i f e o f t h e young 

Reichemehr** 9 Th roughou t h i s speech t h e r e шаө a s t r o n g e lemen t o f 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ш1ЪҺ t h e r e v i v e d ก o n - N a z і θ I s m e n t s t h a t พ o u l d make Germany 

s t r o n g a g e l n * Beck has been ЭӨӨП by some а з a m a r t y r * T h i s i s n o t 

юһо11у t r u e * He кпвю f u l l m e l i i n h i s own mind t h a t h i s 0พก p e r s o n a l 

a s p i r a ţ i e ก 8 шегө i m p o s s i b l e ա ձ է հ օ ս է t h e p r e s e n t f rameraork . H i8 ОШП 

b i o g r a p h e r makes กอ bones t h a t Beck welcomed t h e s e i z u r e ö f рошөг by 

H i t l e r i n 1933 88 an a u g u r y o f r e s t o r a t i o n o f German роюөг* I t Ш88 

n o t u n t i l a f t e r t h e С Г І 8 І 8 o f 1 9 3 8 9 t o be d e a l t w i t h l a t e r , t h a t he 

r e a l l y began to 8ӨӨ t h e w r i t i n g on t h e ш а і і » One t h i n g must n e v e r be 

f o r g o t t e n - t h a t พas t h e p e r s o n a l s t r u g g l e f o r рошег i n t h e Wehrmacht » 

and H i t l e r a l w a y s h e l d в t r u m p c a r d i n t h e s e s t a k e s » Beck9 and t h e 

o t h e r r a n k i n g g e n e r a l s » r e a l i s e d t h i s * Bu t i t i s t r u e t o o t h a t men 

sue h as he and F r i t s e h t were l o y a l t o а м д ө ก e r a l cause 1 1 9 8 V 8 ก i f v o i d o f 

p e r s o n a l d e v o t i o n t o t h e Naz i e r e e d and i t e F u h r e r « F r i e d r i e h Hossbech 

d e s c r i b e s i n d e t a i l t h e m o t i v e s and s t r u g g l e s i n v o l v e d i n h i s book« ( 1 ) 

Gene ra l von Blomberg» t h e R e i c h 9 ร m i n i s t e r o f De f e лее» юав a ก อ t h e i 1 

o f t h e S e n i o r r a n k i n g g e n e r a l s шһо Ш88 t a k e n I n c o m p l e t e l y by t h e Naz is« 

The b e s t I n d i c a t i o n o f t h i s a r e h i s оաո memoi rs* D e s p i t s h i s d i s m i s s a l 

l a te r օ ռ ք his ашакепіпд came 80 la te that i t can hardly be counted to hie 

c r e d i t * A l t h o u g h l a t e r һө d i d n o t c o n c u r w i t h H i t l e r ' s m i l i t a r y p l a n s 

f o r t h a E a s t 9 ( r e v e a l e d on 5 t h November 9 1 9 3 7 ) , he h i m s e l f had i s s u e d 9 

on t h e 2 4 t h J a n u a r y p r e c e d i n g 9 m a j o r p l a n e f o r t h e German armed f o r c e e · 

d i r e c t i v e s " r e d H and " g r e e n 1 1 , and " s p e c i a l С88Ө o t t o 1 1 f o r A u s t r i a * Horøver 

( 1 ) 

F. Hoeebachł Ζmischen Wehrmacht und H i t l e r ; see pe* 9 & 107 i n p a r t i c u l a r 
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l i k e many s t a f f o f f i e a r e 9 he f e a r e d thafc an escapade i n t h e e a e t ωου ΐα 

d r i v e t h e R u s s i a n s l i i t o o p p o s i t i o n i һө шее a l l f o r a R u s s i a n a l l i a n c e 9 

and v e r y a v e r s e t o t h e I t a l i a n a l i l a ก Ο Θ * 

On s u c c e e d i n g I temmerete in (шһо шаө d i s m i s s e d шһөп H i t l e r became 

C h a n c e l l o r ) he beGame t h e o u t e t a n d i n g m i l i t a r y p r o t a g o n i s t o f c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

« f i t h H i t l e r « A l t h o u g h n o t a d i r e c t N B 2 İ n o m i n e e 9 t h e r e i e ample e v i d e n c e 

t h a t h i 8 e e l e c t l o ก Utas n o t ипюө1сотө t o t h e Naz is» and f i n V İ 8 พ o f h i s 

p r e d e c e s s o r s open a n t i - N a z l a n i t İ 8 h i g h l y p r o b a b l e t h a t H i t l e r raeleomed 

B l o m b e r g 1 8 a p p o i n t m e n t t o g u a r d a g a i n s t a Re i chswehr coup d ' e t a t . B lomberg 

Ulas d e f i n i t e l y backed by t h e P r u s s i a n C h i e f « o f - S t a f f , von Reichenau» шһо 

ШЭ8 v i o l e n t l y p r o - N a z i » even s u g g e s t i n g a t one p o i ก է t o h i s c o l l e a g u e s 

t h a t t h e SA s h o u l d become a u x i l i a r y t r o o p s o f t h e Re ichswehr« The re Ĺ 8 

no doub t t h a t von B lomberg шав p r e p a r e d t o p l a y t h e r o l e a l l o t t e d t o h i m 9 

and i t Ш88 o n l y much l a t e r է шһөп H i t l e r ' s p l a n s seemed t o be a g a i n s t a l l 

h i s p r o f e s s i o n e l m i l i t a r y i n s t i n c t s t h a t he f e l t һө c o u l d no l o n g e r s e r v e * 

But von B lomberg шав ทอ шөаквг i n h i s a p p r a i s a l o f t h e reg ime t h a n 

anyone θ ΐ θ θ 9 e s p e c i a l l y шһөп s t r o n g p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t s юегe a t s t a k e * 

Gustav Krupp9 t h e i n d u s t r i a l m a g n a t e 9 f a r i n s t a n c e » f e l l i n w h o l e h e a r t e d l y 

w i t h t h e march o f d i c t a t o r s h i p - he Ьөеашө c h a i r m a n o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

German i n d u s t r y * Krupp t o o k a gamble on H l t l s r » and i t p a i d o f f handsome ly ; 

what İ 8 more i m p o r t a n t i s t h a t m i l l i o n s o f o t h e r s шәге dependen t upon h im 

f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d s * H i s armament f a c t o r i e s шәге h i g h l y g e a r e d t o a 

m a s s i v e шаг p o l i c y » As t h e Nuremberg e v i d s n c e r e v e a l e d Krupp шеарөпв used 

by t h e N a z i e f r o m 1939 onraards шәге i n f a c t b e i n g das iQned and p roduoed 

b e f o r e H i t l e r 1 ร a d v e n t t d u r i n g t h e Weimar e r a * Krupp s u b m a r i n e s f o r 
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example mere b e i n g b u i l t р г ө - 1 9 3 3 i n F i n l a n d . H i t l e r ' s r i s e t o рошөг 

m e a n t b u s i n e s s a s u s u a l է b u t Dก a m u c h g r e a t e r s c a l e * 

Ношеvert t h e r e шегө t h s e e ա հ օ gambled on H i t l e r and l o s t * One such 

man шаз voก Papen* D e s p i t e h Í 8 condemnato ry speech a g a i n s t t h e Naz i 

r e g i m e a t Marburg Օ Ո 1 7 t h June» 1 9 3 4 9 he d i d n o t r e f u s e t h e p o s t o f German 

m i n i s t e r t o V i e n n a 9 s h o r t l y a f t e r D o l f u s e 1 m u r d e r . He had p l a n s and t h e y 

boomeranged on h i m . I n t h e ร อ - G a l l e d ^ c a b i n e t o f n a t i o n a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 1 * 

e i g h t b o u r g e o i s - n a t i o n a l m i n i s t e r s f a c e d o n l y t h r e e N a z i m i n i 1 s t e r s » one 

o f them H i t l e r h i m s e l f * Papen had on h i s m i n d t h a t t h i s v o t i n g r e l a t i o n 

s h i p พ i t h i n t h e c a b i n e t шһеก he a r r a n g e d f o r H i t l e r ' s n o m i n a t i o n 8 8 

C h a n c e l l o r . H i s p l a n was t o make ย8Ө o f t h e p o l i t i c a l e n e r g i e s and power 

o f t h e Naz is» y e t keep i n h i s оพก h a n d s t h e d é c i s i o n a b o u t t h e c o u r s e t o be 

t a k e n . He 8 0 0 ก r e a l i s e d how h e h a d m i s c a l c u l a t e d * Нө юа8 t o Ьө r e m o v e d 

f r o m h i s a m b a s s a d o r i a l p o s i t i o n i n V ienna i n t h e s h a k e - u p o f 4 t h F e b r u a r y » 

1 9 3 8 . Ano the r member o f ŁH@ o l d s c h o o l » ա հ օ Utas t o come under t h e same 

a x e 9 and ա հ օ t h o u g h t һө c o u l d hav/ө a hand i n c o n t r o l l i n g G e r m a n y ^ d e s t i n y 9 

was t h e F o r e i g n m i n i s t e r 9 C o n s t a n t i n von N e u r a t h 9 юһовө c a r e e r w i l l Ьө 

examined l a t e r * 

R i b b e ก t r o p 9 ա հ օ r e p l a c e d von N e u r a t h as F o r e i g n m i n i s t e r t and ա հ օ 

b e f o r e F e b r u a r y 1938 ша8 ambassador t o t h e C o u r t o f S t . ^ т ә 8 » was an 

i n t e r e s t i n g phenomenon. He was an u p s t a r t i n таогө шауө t h a n 0 ก 8 . He 

d i d no t even J o i n t h e p a r t y u n t i l 1933 · As l a t e as 1935 h i s name шаз 

C O ค 8 p i c u o u 8 İ y a b s e n t f r o m t h e p a r t y ' s q u a s i - o f f i c i a l w W h o 1 3 W h o H
f t h e 

l fDeut8Cher F u h r e r l e x i c o ก 1 , · The re I s no d o u b t t h a t he шаз neve r a Naz i 

i d e o l o g i s t , y e t he became t h e e v i l g e n i u s o f Naz i f o r e i g n p o l i c y . Von 
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N e u r a t h had opposed h i s ГІ88 i n a l l d i r e c t i o ค 8 9 b u t n o t b e e a u 8 8 o f h i e 

p o l i e y vieme9 ผ h İ G h ШӨГӨ m e r e l y a r e f l a c t i ว ก o f H i t l e r * 80 When Виїош 

d i e d won N e u r a t h r e f u s a d t o s a n c t i o n R i b b e n t r o p as h i s s u c c e s s o r i n t h e 

S t a t e S e c r e t a r y s h i p . He พ8ร g i v s ก t h e Londoก Embassy as a c o n s o l a t i o n 

p r i z e * From v e r y e a r l y on he was a l o y a l d e v o t e e o f H i t l e r 9 and he ша8 

v iewed ա 1 է հ con temp t f o r t h i s by t h e permanent o f f i c i a l s o f t h e Ші1Ьв1т8І га83Є> 

p u r s u i n g as he d i d p o l i c y o u t s i d e o f t h e o f f i c i a l c h a n n e l s 9 ( m a i n l y because 

i t meant more p e r s o n a l c o n t r o l » and a l s o because һө f e l t t h e n o r m a l 

c h a n n e l s ШӨГӨ n o t r s l i a b l e , p a r t l e u l e r l y f o r t h i s t y p e o f p o l i c y ) . 

R i b b e n t r o p 9 l i k e t h e o t h e r p a r v e n u s шһо r o c k e t e d t o s t a r d o m 9 a m b i t i o u s 

as t h e y ШВГ&Р r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e i r ouทา p e r s o n a l success шаз c o n t i n g e n t upon 

t h e e s p o u s a l o f H i t l e r ' ร иІ8Ш8* 

W i t h H i t l e r ' s money R i b b e n t r o p s e t up h i s ๐พก s m a l l F o r e i g n O f f i c e 

and a t t e m p t e d 9 พhensver p o s s i b l e 9 t o do w i t h o u t t h e l i b r a r i e s and f i l e s 

o f t h e M Hamburger I n s t i t u t f u r Ausrøar t ige P o l i t i k 1 1
 f and s i d e t r a c k e d t h e 

a s s i s t a n c e o f է ա օ e x t r e m e l y r e l i a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s 9 t h e N D e u t s c h e Hochschu le 

f u r P o l i t i k 1 1 i n B e r l i n » and d l u n i c h ^ M Geopo l i t İ 8ches I n e t i t u t N « However » 

һө шаө s u f f i c i e n t l y shreœd enough t o r e a l i s s he c o u l d n o t do ա ւ է հ օ ս է t h e 

F o r e i g n O f f i c e and made s e v e r a l c o n c e s s i o n s t o t h e С8ГӨ8Г b u r e a u c r a c y ^ 

b u t n o t m a j o r p o l i c y 0ПЄ8» He a l s o f e a r e d p a r t y a p p o i n t m e n t s m i g h t c r e a t e 

r i v a l s t o h i m * ( 1 ) On becoming F o r e i g n m i n i e t e r he l e t von Neu ra th * θ s i x 

d i v i s i o n c h i e f s and f i v e o f t h e i r d e p u t i e s c o n t i n u e i n t h e i r p o s t s . 

He юа8 d e t e r m i n e d t o e u t a c a r e e r a t a l l c o s t s 9 end H i t l e r ша8 q u i c k 

t o r e a l i s e һө c o u l d be v e r y u s e f u l e I t ШЭ8 R i b b e n t r o p шһо n e g o t i a t e d t h e 

( 1 ) 

K o r d t t N i c h t aus den A k t e n , p . 1 9 9 . 
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London Nave l Agreement o f 1 9 3 5 9 and i n 1936 i t ШЄ8 һө шһо r e p r e s e n t e d 

t h e R e i c h a t t h e League C o u n c i l m e e t i n g s a f t e r Germany 9 8 i n v a s i o n o f t h e 

R h i n e l a n d « I ก ฮ t h e ? ผ o r d s 9 d e s p i t e h i s London p o s i t i o n R i b b e n t r o p s p e n t 

more t i m e on non Ang lo-German b u s i n e s s » Тһө A n t i - C o m i n t a r n P a c t o f 1936 

ШЭ8 h a n d l e d by h im i n B e r l i n 9 and w i t h o u t t h e p a r t İ G İ p a t i o n o f է һ ө F o r e i g n 

O f f i c e . H i s c a r e e r and m o t i v e s do e x e m p l i f y t h o s e o f t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r s 

шһо f o l l o r ø e d s i m i l a r p a t h s 9 b u t on β d i m i n u t i v e s c a l e . 

There шегө many who шегө i n s e v e r a l ways t h e a n t i t h e s i s o f R i b b e n t r o p I 

y e t шһо n o n e t h e l e s s f o l l o w e d t h e Naz i l i n e * One such man Ш88 E r n s t von 

W e i z s ä c k e r , S t a t e S e c r e t a r y i n t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e » He Ш88 no Na2 i i n 

s p i r i t - o n l y j o i n i n g t h e p a r t y end s s i n 1938* Нө came f r o m a m i n o r 

P r o t e s t a n t รพab ian f a m i l y t h i e g r a n d f a t h e r s had been academic8 end h i s 

f a t h e r had been a l e a d i n g p o l i t i c i a n * On l e a v i n g t h e German Navy i n 1920 

he j o i n e d t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e , and s e r v e d e u c c e e e i v e l y i n B a s e l 9 Copenhagen 

วท t h e Disarmament Con fe rence» (шһөгө һө l e a r n t o f t h e юөакกӨ8Э o f t h e 

L e a g u e ) 9 i n Norttfay» and as ambassador t o S w i t z e r l a n d . I n 1936 һө ЮӨ8 

r e c a l l e d . I n F e b r u a r y , 1938 he became s t a t e S e c r e t a r y . ( I n t h e s p r i n g 

o f 1943 he was a p p o i n t e d ambassador t o t h e V a t i c a n է һө ша8 t r i e d by t h e 

Amer i cans and i m p r i e o n e d » and began w r i t i n g h i s H M e m o i r s w « ) 

Von W e i z s ä c k e r шаร 8 p a t r i o t i n t h e o l d i m p e r i a l β θ Π 8 8 · He a l s o 

c l a i m s d s t r o n g C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f s * (he шаө l a t e r t o s t a t e t h a t һө p r o t e c t e d 

t h e German C h u r e h 9 and t h e I t a l i a n Church and V a t i c a n d u r i n g t h e German 

o c c u p a t i o n o f I t a l y ) . He W88 r e s p e c t e d i n t h e embass ies o f E u r o p e 9 and 

f o r t h i s r eason шаร an e x c e l l e n t ttfront man w f o r t h e N a z i e . Hİ8 hand i n 

r e a l p o l i c y - m a k i n g ша8 v e r y s l e n d e r ; һө ШӘ8 a l l o œ e d 8 f r e e hand o n l y when 
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H i t l e r and R i b b e n t r o p ЮӨГӨ n o t i n t e r e e t e d e I n e p i t e o f tuhat h i s " M e m o i r e " 

say t h e e v i d e n c e amassed a g a i n s t h im røa8 s u b s t a n ţ i a l a H i s c o m p l i c i t y İ 8 

s e l f « e v i d e n t » He s a i d he a c c e p t e d рошөг  fot t h e ^ e f f e c t i v e g o o d " he c o u l d 

do 9 and а ішауа worked f o r peace» He s a i d he พ 8 n t t o t h e V a t i c a n i n 1943 

t o p u r s u e t h i 8 1 t h e r e i s รอ1ЛӨ t r u t h i n t h i s 9 as R i b b e n t r o p d i d t r y t o make 

peace moves t h r o u g h i t « Tha t he h a t e d mar i s t r u e - he l o s t two ร ว ก 8 i n 

U lo r ld Uar Tmo9 and a b r o t h e r i n W o r l d Шаг 0 ก 8 « But he a l s o h a t e d V e r s a i l l e s , 

" t h e s t a b i n t h e b a e k f f
9 añd h e r e l i e s t h e l i n k w i t h Naz i sm . Moreover he 

UI3S c o n c e r n e d f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e autonomy and power» and kudos» 

o f t h e Gθrman F o r e i g n m i n i s t r y » He t h o u g h t i t c o u l d e x i s t røithiก t h e 

Naz i f rameurark - t h e N a z i s mould а і і о ш i t t o 7 8 § a i n i t s p r e - 1 9 1 4 r o l e . 

He พ88 t o l e a r n v e r y q u i c k l y t h a t h i s r o l e Ш88 t o m e r e l y c a r r y o u t p o l i c y # 

Sometimae he røould г в р һ г а в ө d i r e c t i v e s t o embass ies t o s h r o u d H i t l e r ' s 

a g g r e s s i v e i n t e n t i o n s . For example he ffiorked l i k e f u r y I n Sep tember 9 1938 

t o s e r v e H i t l e r 1 8 ends by p e a c e f u l means* Нө p roduced an economic 

progrsmirae i n t h e f i r e t ш ө ө к 9 and t h e a c t u a l Mun ich agreement i n t h e l a s t * 

НІ8 g u i d i n g m o t i v e шаs t h a t Germany s h o u l d g a t i t s e x p a n s i o n i s t end 

ա ւ է հ օ ս է coming i n t o c o n f l i c t ա ! է հ t h e m i g h t y B r i t i s h E m p i r e . H i s ends 

fflere e s s e n t i a l l y synonymous พ I t h H i t l e r ' s » t h e means d i f f e r e d . Von 

W e i z s ä c k e r а1шау8 f o l l o w e d a p o l i c y o f w e v o l u t i o n 1 1 to raarde A u s t r i a 9 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a and P o l a n d ý b u t шһөп H i t l e r t o o k o v e r t h i n g s became b r u t a l * 

He s e v e r e l y c r i t i c i s e d many f a G e t s o f Nazism i n h i s l l ( 4 e m o i r s w , b u t h i s r s c o r d 

i n a c t i o n №88 ΡΟΟΓ· Нө h a t e d t h e K u l t u r k a m p f » b u t d i d l i t t l e t o h e l p 

t h o s e шһо s u f f e r e d unde r t h e N a z i r e g i m e . Ηθ d i d l i t t l e t o h e l p t h o s e 

i n Могшау f r o m h i e Os lo d a y s . He p l a y e d b o t h t h e dove and t h e haพк9 and 

t b i © mill amergs mors f u l l y l a t a ? i n ԿԽ d i p l o ß i a t i o e v i d s n o e « 
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A f t e r t h e Шаг von U e i z e a c k e r 1 ก 8 Í 8 t e d 9 l i k e 80 many 9 t h a t h i s 

" v o l u n t a r y 1 * a c c e p t a n c e o f p a r t y membersh ip шаร i n d i s p e n s a b l e » n o t o n l y 

f o r t h e s u r v i v a l o f t h e o l d e r b u r e a u c r a t s 9 b u t 8 İ 8 0 f o r t h e r e t e n t i o n 

o f potrør ag a i n e t t h e more " r a d i c a l 1 1 e l e m e n t s พ h i c h R i b b e n t r o p b r o u g h t 

ա 1 է հ h im i n t o t h e F o r e i g n O f f i e e o ^ 1 ^ I f t h i s was t h e с а з е t h e n i t шаร 

น ก r e a l i s t i c 9 i n s o f a r 88 e f f e c t i v e power ша8 s h i f t e d f r o m t h e b u r e a u c r a t s 

t o a s m e l l 9 p o w e r f u l Cl ique« One u l t i m a t e q u e s t i o n r e m a i n s - hoผ f a r mas 

von U e i Z 8 a c k e r 9 8 c r i t l e l ผ ท o f t h e r e g i m e m e r e l y a p r o f e s s i o n a l one -

a t t a c k i n g t h e means o f N a z i p o l i e y 9 and how f a r шаә i L e q u e s t i o n o f 

p r i n c i p l e р an a v e r s i o n f o r t h e c o n t e n t o f Nazism? s t r o n g p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t s 

шәге a l røays p a r a m o u n t 9 and a l t h o u g h t h e r e was а ішаув a good d e a l o f 

" d i s d a i n * 1 i n von We i zsäcke r * 8 approach 9 he neve r f o l l o r a e d t h e o n l y 

h o n o u r a b l e coures o f a c t i o n f o r 8ӨЮӨ0ПӨ œho f i n d s he cannot compromise 

o r c o m p l y 9 t h a t І 8 t o r e s i g n θ 

E r n s t von tde i zeacke r Ш88 no e x c e p t i o n - he was ons o f many « men 

whose o b j e c t i v e s b l u r r e d t h e i r v i s i o n t o t h e r e a l i t i e s o f t h e methods 

e m p l o y e d 9 t h a t d i s t o r t e d p r i n e i p l e » and changed p r o f e s s i o n a l acumen i n t o 

c r i m i n a l compl iG i ty« Above a l l e l s e t h e y f a i l e d t o see t h a t t h e ende 

шәге wrong i n themee lves . . He Ш83 no шогвӨр O? b e t t e r » t h a n say Uoecraaกก 9 

c h a r g e d ' a f f a i r e i n London 9 u n t i l һә became c h i e f o f t h e W i l h e l m 8 t r a s e s * θ 

s e c r e t a r i a t on R i b b e n t r o p ' e a c c e s s i o n « ฬoermann s a i d a t h i s t r i a l t o o 

t h a t һә c o u l d n e v e r have become a e o n v i n e s d N a z і 9 and m e r e l y acGsp t sd ss 

r e n k as a t a c t f u l g e e t u r s o I t พ88 n o t t h a t t h e s e men Ю8ГЄ " g o o d 1 1 o r M b a d t t « 

t h i s І 8 n e i t h e r i m p o r t a n t n o r r e l e v a n t « 8 u p e r » h i s t o r İ G e l s t a n d a r d s u s u a l l y 

， (1 ) 

E r n s t von We i zsäcke rs Plemolrs« Po 153β 
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end i n d o g m a t i s ๓ 9 b u t t h a t t h s y ШӨГ8 s a d l y o u t o f J o i n t 9 a l m o s t s e h i z o -

р һ г ө ก i c 9 caught і ก Θ dichotomy o f t h e i r оผท o r e e t i o n « and о^э พhicһ they 

шәге not prepared t o recognise « t h i s І 8 шһөгө t he r e a l v a l u a t i o n o f these 

т ө п l i e s « I n r e l a t i o n t o t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r 8 0 C Ì e t y D n o t t o some 

a b s o l u t e e taกda rd0 шЫсһ Ш88 e v e n t u a l l y s e t f o r many o f them a t Nuremberg* 

The re ШӨГӨ d i v i s i o n s » bstœeen t h e H immle rs and Goebbe l s on วกθ s i d e » and 

on t he o ther » a fею s t a r s out o f a l a r g e ga lexy » von der รБhulenberg 9 

E r i c K ö r d 1 9 D i e c k h o f f 9 von D i r k e e n 9 E i s e n l o h r 9 von H e e s e l l 9 o r G e n e r e l 

H a l d e r 9 o r G e n e r a l von W i t z l e b e n 9 о г F r i t z Thyssen » f a m i l i a r d r a m a t i s 

р ө г з о п а ө « a l l c a u g h t i n t h e røhirlpool o f r e a l i t y i n t h e Naz i e ra« Тһв8Ө9 

and many m i l l i o n s ПЮГӨ9 p r a f e r r e d net t o кпою ผhat พ88 happening« But 

80 d i d t h e B r i t i s h and t h e f r e n e һ 9 t h e P o l e s t o o a l o n g w i t h t h e R u s s i a n s 

and t h e I t a l i a n s « a l l went t h e i r i n d i v i d u a ! шауө» 

H i t l e r Ш38 i n d e e d a European phenomenon - t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f a 

d e e p - r o o t e d m a l a i s e . O r i g i n a l S i n шаθ n o t t h e f r e s h o l d o f t h e German 

p e o p l e * Tha t t h e Germany o f 1935 ша8 t h e p r o d u c t o f a comp lex o f f a c t o r s 

t h e r e І 8 no d o u b t » b u t 9 พha tove r p o s i t i o n H i t l e r І 8 a s s i g n e d i n t h i s 9 he 

s t i l l etaกd8 o u t 9 t he dominat ing f i g u r e o f the пеш N a z i generat ion« 

H i t l e r Ш88 s u r e l y a c r e a t u r e o f h i e t i m e 9 a p r o d u c t o f an h i s t o r i c a l 

process; he ша8 a lso a very unique phenomenon - 8 p o l i t i c a l genius» but 

t o t a l l y b a r r e n i n h i s p h i l o s o p h y 9 and a d i s e a s e d man« By 1935 he шаө 

c e r t a i n l y no рашก i n the hands of pressure groups - һө Ш88 f u l l y i n c o n t r o l 

But he s t i l l needed t h e s u p p o r t o f h i s p e o p l e - l a t e r t h e y พ o u l d havs t o 

conque r C z e c h o s l o v a k i a and P o l a n d and march i n t o F rance and R u s s i a n , Th ree 

and a h ą l f m i l l i o n Qf them ШӨГӨ t o d i e i n t h e Re ich* 8 ą n n f d f o r c a s » 

H i t l e r 1 8 r i s e was c e r t a i n l y no u n f o r t u n a t e a c c i d e n t e i t h e r » he needed 
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s u p p o r t 9 and n o t o f " v e s t i m p e r s o n a l f o r c e s " է b u t t h e f l e s h and b l o o d 

o f v e r y r e a l Germans* The r e l a t i o n s h i p o f German s o c i e t y t o H i t l e r 

and h i s S t a t e has пош been d e l i n e a t e d 9 and t h e o p i n i o n s o f c e r t a i n 

s e c t i o ก 8 o f s o c i e t y e x a m i n e d . I t must n o t пош Ьө f o r g o t t e n t h a t by 

t h e end o f 1935 t h e i d e a o f t h e " e n d " o f t h e Naz i s t a t e and H i t l e r 9 and 

l e a 8 1 o f a l l o f Germany 's d e f e a t 9 wae neve r e n v i s a g e d . H i t l e r had 

come t o 8tay« Moreover he шаө b e i n g s u c c e s e f u l « 

One key p o i n t has emerged 80 f a r - t h a t moat พӨГӨ  p r e p a r e d t o 

a c c e p t H i t l e r 9 n o t p e r h a p s w h o l e h e a r t e d l y р b u t s u f f i c i e n t l y t o succumb 

t o h i s c o n t r o l s 9 f o r t h e y a g r e e d ա ! է հ t h e b r o a d t r e n d s o f h i e p o l i c i e s » 

One o f t h e c h i e f s o u r c e s o f d i s c o n t e n t and o p p o s i t i o n l a t e r œ i l l be seen 

t o be not 80 much o p p o s i t i o n to the i n t r i n s i c n i h i l i a n o f Nazism 9 but 

t o H i t l e r 1 ร supposed i n c o m p e t e n c e 9 b u n g l i n g * and above a l l h i s r a s h n e s s 

and o v e r - o p p o r t u n i s m i n p u r s u i n g c e r t a i n ma in p o l i c i e s 9 e s p e c i a l l y 

f o r e i g n and m i l i t a r y p o l i c i e s * 

As f a r as mast Germane ШӨГӨ c o n c e r n e d H i t l e r ^ sys tem Ш88 a v e r y 

r e l a t i v e one - t h e y ШӨГ8 n o t p r e - o c c u p i e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l ethÌGSf g e n e r a l 

m o r a l i t y ^ o r t h e H g o o d l i f e 1 1 , a l t h o u g h many o f Germany' 8 s u b ^ s o c i e t i e s 

possessed v e r y e t r o n g va lue«sy8tem8 9 as has been seen a l r e a d y . The 

l a t t e r compromised9 j u s t а з much as C r e a t B r i t a i n d i d a t ฬ น ท i c h 9 Ө9 t h e 

R u s s i a n s d i d i n t h e N a z i - S o v i e t P a c t 9 and t h e P o l e s i n t h e s e i z u r e o f 

p a r t o f t h e d e s e r t e d C z e c h o s l o v a k i a * 

I n one зөпвө  H i t l e r had f i t t e d t h e p o l i t i c a l røould ֊ t h e Grea t Cha in 

o f German B e i n g - " r e a l p o l i t i k " , rtmilitarİ8m,,
a ^ a u t h o r i t a r i a ก І 8 Л 1 М 9 

ฬ ค a t i o n a l i s m 1 1
9
 M t h e supreme роюег o f t h e s t a t e " and " t h e a c c e p t a n c e and 
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o b s e 8 8 i o n ա 1 է հ p h y s i c a l f o r c e 1 1 ; i n a n o t h e r sense he had n o t « because 

t h e Germen p e o p l e o n l y h a l f кпеш what t h e y r e a l l y røented» The M l i t t l e 1 1 

man c o u l d s t e p i n t o t h e Job v a c a t e d by t h e Ստա 9 and t h e i n t e l l e e t u a l 

f e l t H i t l e r 1 8 p l e a b f o r и J u s t i c e 1 1 f o r Cerroany ibo be a f a i r one* The 

m a j o r i t y found t h a t they ШӨГӨ able Ъо r a t i o n a l i s e t h e i r own l i t t l e 

Ш0ГІЄІ89 mha teve r i t s d ìmsns ione» and шЬеібУвг m isg lv inge t h e y m i g h t 

have had a b o u t H i t l e r t h e y f o u n d he had d r i v e n o u t pese im ism and hed 

c r e a t e d а пеш o r d e r « The o l d b a s t i o n s o f t h e β s t a b i l s ๒ D e n t were b e i n g 

t o r n doiun 9 and t h i s p l e a s e d meny - บก8Ш8ГӨ o f t h 8 s u b t l e e x p l o i t a t i o n 

o f t h e German s o c i a l sys tem t h a t H i t l e r was ш о г к і п д 9 J u s t 88 many were 

b l i n d i n b e l i e v i n g t h a t H i t l e r ffiould become more " r e s p o n s i b l e 1 9 ө п с ө 

he g a i n e d e x p e r i e n c e . But t h i s юаร n o t s o l e l y a German f a i l i n g -

p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Grea t B r i t a i n 9 even amongst t h e C h i e f 8 « o f - S t a f f » 

8h0Būed no d i s a p p r o v a l f o r i n s t a n c e o f German re»armament » t h i s c o u l d 

be e a s i l y r a t i o n a l i s e d 9 s i n c e many i n B r i t a i n 9 and i n i t s l e a d e r s h i p 

eympa th ieed w i t h Germany and H i t l e r by l a t e 1935 · moreover h i s army 

c o u l d become an a f f e c t i v e cheek t o R u s s i a * T h i s ша8 t h e p a t t e r n o f 

t h i n k i n g 9 and i t came f r o m o b j e c t i v e » hones t т ө ก 9 юһове m o t i v e e ШӨГӨ 

шһо11у sound» 

Ношеver 9 i n Germany by the end of 1935 t h e p e o p l e ЮӨГӨ f a c e d ա 1 է հ 

c e r t a i n s t a r k r e a l i t i e s - i t ttfas n o t a q u e s t i o n any more o f n o t кпошіпд 

t h e r i g h t d e v i l - he шаө v e r y much i n t h e i r m i d s t * At t h e same t i m a 

t h e m a j o r i t y ЮӨГӨ n o t i n a p o s i t i o n t o make a c h o i c e 9 f o r H i t l e r Ш88 

ПОШ f i r m l y s e a t e d i n t o t a l рошөг» Eve ry German ша8 no« w a i t i n g f o r 

H i t l e r 1 8 n e x t move - i n d e e d t h e b a i l ผas а ішаув i n h i 8 eóCtf t» 



- 82 -

CHAPTER TWO 

Watershed - 1936 

The y e a r 1936 шаг t h e yea r i n ա հ i c h t h e t i d e began t o t u r n i n European 

a f f a i r s . For H i t l e r i t was a yea r o f c h a l l e n g e and o f s e e i n g พhat r é a c t i o n s 

w o u l d be evoked by h i s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . By t h e end o f t h e y e a r Germany шаร 

a f o r c e t o be r e c k o n e d ա ձ է հ 9 and had become t h e c e n t r e o f t h e Europeanէ and 

i n d e e d w o r l d b a l a n c e * Ma jo r a c t i o n by h e r m i g h t p r e c i p i t a t e a c o m p l e t e 

r e - a l i g n m e n t o f w o r l d a l l i a n c e s » o r p e r h a p s a s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f o l d ones* 

8y t h e autumn H i t l e r was t o become ашагө t h a t B r i t a i n was d i r e c t i n g a l l 

he r e f f o r t s t o w a r d s t h e appeasement o f Germany* As Ш8 noพ know B r i t a i n 

had no c o n t i n g e n c y p l a n s f o r r e s i s t a n c e t o Germany 9 e i t h e r t h r o u g h t h e 

c e m e n t i n g o f a l l i a n c e s » o r t h r o u g h a c t u a l m i l i t a r y p r e p a r a t i o n s * P a r a l l e l 

t o t h i s H i t l e r was q u i c k l y l e a r n i n g t h e a r t o f t r e a c h e r y and d e c e i t a t t h e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l - h i s г ө - o c c u p a t i o ก o f t h e R h i n e l a n d ша8 accompan ied 

by p r o m i s e e o f Ո Օ ก - a g g Г Є 8 8 i o ท p a c t s and Germany 's r e t u r n t o t h e League o f 

N a t i o n s , a t t h e same t i m e as he was r e j e c t i n g t h e sys tem o f m u t u a l g u a r a n t e e s 

f o r w e s t e r n Europe s e t up a t L o c a r n o . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y H i t l e r ша8 p l a n n i n g 

f u r t h e r a g g r e s s i o n . The B r i t i s h government and F o r e i g n O f f i c e шәге p l a n n i n g 

hoш b e s t t o appease H i t l e r . The B r i t i s h C a b i n e t and F o r e i g n O f f i c e neve r 

i n t e n d e d t o oppose H i t l e r * ร r e - o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e R h i n e l a n d 9 as i s shown by 

t h e documents r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d and пош a v a i l a b l e i n t h e P u b l i c Record 

O f f i c e , Тһө F o r e i g n O f f i c e was a l l f o r a " c o - o p e r a t i v e ^ s p i r i t * Ramsey 

MacDonald шаร r a t h e r b i t t e r l y a t t a c k e d by t h e s e n i o r F o r e i g n O f f i c e o f f i c i a l s 

f o r h i s r a t h e r m i l d a rgumen ts a g a i n s t appeasement» as ша8 S i r E r i c Ph ipps» 

B r i t i s h Ambassador i n B e r l i n « шһо d e s c r i b e d Nazism as " c a n c e r ๐ U 8 H * By t h e 



- 83 -

end o f t h e yea r t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e Ш88 t o have l e a r n e d i t s m i s t a k e . I t 

800ก became a l a r m e d by H i t l e r 9 8 behaviour - and waa r e g u l a r l y c r i t i c i s i n g 

t h e C a b i n e t f o r r e f u s i n g t o t a k a a t o u g h e r l i n e ա 1 է հ him» 

B r i t İ B h p o l i c y had c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f e c t upon t h e German p e o p l e - i t шаө 

seen t o be a p p r o v i n g o f H i t l e r and h i s p o l i c i e s * Many i n Germany even 

e x p e c t s d an Ang lo-German a l l i a n c e d u r i n g 1936 . T h r o u g h o u t t h e e a r l y 

t h i r t i e s Grea t B r i t a i n had տ հ օ ա ո c o n s i d e r a b l e f r i e n d s h i p է օ ա Յ Ր ժ տ Germany, 

e s p e c i a l l y f r o m t h e t i m e o f t h e Lausanne Con fe rence i n 1932 9 шһеп r e p a r a t i o n s 

were p r a c Ł i c e l l y e n d e d 9 and t h e Disarmament Con fe rence o f 1 1 t h December o f 

t h a t y e a r 9 шһеп Germany i n p r i n c i p l e ша8 g r a n t e d e q u a l r i g h t s on t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f armaments* 

Тһө Cermen p e o p l e tue r e v e r y c o n s c i o u s t h a t t h e i r s t a r шаг r i s i n g - t h e 

m a j o r i t y a p p r o v e d * The O l y m p i c games were h e l d i n B e r l i n i n August o f t h a t 

y e a r * They seemed t o s y m b o l i s e t h e dominan t p o s i t i o n o f Germany. I t was 

a w o n d e r f u l chance t o i m p r e s s t h e ผวГId ա 1 է հ Naz i a c h i e v e m e n t s - t h e 

Pro paganda M i n i s t r y шогкөс! a t f u l l p r e s e u r e . The N a z i s l a i d วก l a v i s h 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t θ · D e s p i t e t h e s e ฬ .L * S h i r e r n o t e d "a d e g r a d i n g t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

o f German l i f e 1 1 , พ h i c h he s a i d *'seemed o v e r l o o k e d by most Germans o r a c c e p t e d 

by them Ulith s t a r t l i n g p a s s i v i t y . " S h i r e r Ш88 v i o l e n t l y a t tacked i n t h e 

German p r e s s and on t h e r a d i o 9 and t h r e a t e n e d ա 1 է հ e x p u l s i o n f o r h a v i n g 

w r i t t e n a d i spa t ch saying tha t 80me of the a n t i - S e m i t i c s igns ШӨГӨ being 

removed f o r t h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e O l ymp i c Games. 

However ř H i t l e r W88 g a m b l i n g * He had t o be s u c c e s s f u l o o t h e r พ І 8 Є 

h i s 0พก p o s i t i o n i n t h e eyes p f ţ h e German p e o p l e c o u l d e e a i l y have Ь ө ө п 

j e o p a r d i s e d * The W i l h e l m s t r a s s e พ88 v e r y p l e a s e d พ I t h H i t l e r * 8 виссөөв» 
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y e t i t had กoէ been p r e p a r e d t o a d v i s e H i t l e r t o t a k a s t a p s i t c o n s i d e r e d 

t o be t o o r i s k y . But H i t l e r Ш88 f u l l y ашагө t h a t t h e d i c e were l o a d e d 

v e r y much i n h i e f a v o u r * Ш»ᄂ· S h l r e r g i v e s a v i v i d a c c o u n t o f t h e s e 

t i๓Є8* ^ 1 ^ I n t h e p l e b i s c i t e ա հ i c h f o l l o w e d t h e re»QGCupaŁ ion 9 ( h e l d 

on 2 9 t h P la rch 9 1936) he r e c a l l e d some i r r e g u l a r i t i e s and t h e f e a r on 

t h e p a r t o f some Germans t h a t a M n o H v o t e ա օ ս 1 ժ be d i s c o v e r e d by t h e 

Ges tapo9 b u t t h a t t h e g e n e r a l mood ШЭ8 ОПӨ o f a r d e n t s u p p o r t - " t h e 

J u n k i n g o f V e r s a i l l e s and t h e appearance o f German s o l d i e r s m a r c h i n g 

a g a i n i n t o ttfhet was , a f t e r a l l » German t e r r i t o r y 9 ШӨГӨ t h i n g s t h a t a l m o s t 

a l l Germans n a t u r a l l y a p p r o v e d « n 

What o t h e r m a j o r d e c i s i o n s d i d H i t l e r t a k e i n 19367 He s t r e n g t h e n e d 

I t a l i a n r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e R o m e - B e r l i n A x i s ; he e n t e r e d t h e S p a n i s h c i v i l 

war» and i n November c o n c l u d e d t h e a n t i - C o m i n t e r n Pac t w i t h J a p a ก 9 i n f u l l 

consonance w i t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a f f i n i t y be tween a m i l i t a r i s t Japan and 

Mazi Germany. He was q u i c k l y l e a r n i n o o f t h e шөакกЄ38 o f o t h e r s and h i s 

own s t r e n g t h . He s e n t ttfhet was e q u i v a l e n t t o £43 i n a i d t o t h e f a s c i s t 

l e a d e r i n Spain» C e n e r a i โ r a n c o * Th rough German bus inessmen i n Spa in 

t h e l a t t e r had a p p e a l e d t o H i t l e r * At t h e same t i m e H i t l e r was p u r s u i n g 

θ s u c c e s s f u l p o l i c y o f d e l a y i n g t a c t i c e i n London o v e r a p o l i c y o f n o n 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e hope t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be 8 d e c i s i v e v i c t o r y i n S p a i n * 

The г ө - o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e R h i n e l a n d b r o u g h t e i g n e o f a p p r o v a l f r o m t h e 

C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y . C a r d i n a l S c h u l t e o f Co logne s e n t a t e l e g r a m t o G e n e r a l 

von B lomberg ш е і с о т і п д t h e Wehrmacht« S i m i l a r l y B i shop Galen o f ฬนกs te r 

( 1 ) 
W.L. â h i r e r i The R ise and F a l l o f t h e T h i r d R a i c h 9 New Y o r k , 1962 · 

Ps , 3 9 1 · 3 9 9 . 
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c a b l e d von F r i t s c h , ^ ^ and B i shop S e b a s t i a n o f Speyer g r e e t e d t h e Army 

i n an і п і з г и і е ш ա ! է հ t h e " F r a n k f u r t e r Z e i t u n g " · T h e b i s h o p s i n 

g e n e r a l app roved w h o l e h e a r t e d l y o f t h e move and many i n s t r u c t e d t h e i r 

f l o c k t o Ցհօա t h e i r open s u p p ฮ r t i n t h e e n s u i n g p l e b i s c i t e * What moat 

were a f r a i d o f шав t h a t t h e i r s u p p o r t f o r c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c a c t i o n s such 

88 t h i s ttiould be i n t e r p r e t e d 8 8 a g e n e r a l s i g n o f s u p p o r t f o r N a z i s m 9 

and t h e r e f o r e o f Naz i p o l i c y to raards t h e C h u r c h . T h i s ша8 t h e d i lemma* 

ШһөЬһег the l a i t y шегө in f lueกGed g r e a t l y by the Church or not і з d i f f i c u l t 

t o 8 s t i m a t e * A c c o r d i n q t o t h e Naz is» 99% of t h o s e e n t i t l e d t o v o t e went 

t o t h e p o l l s , and o f t h o s e 9 8 « 8 ^ a p p r o v e d o f H i t l e r * 8 move* From a l l 

o v e r Germany t h e Gestapo r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e Church a u t h o r i t i e s had been 

inoet c o - o p e r a t i v e and t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c p o p u l a t i o n had shown f u l l 

p a t r i o t i c z e a l o The Church h i e r a r c h y Ш88 i n d e e d p u r s u i n g a v e r y 

c o n s e r v a t i v e p o l i c y * Those шһо шегө b e g i n n i n g t o տ հ օ ա s i g n e o f 

r e s i s t a n c e шегө no more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Church t h a n say G o θ r d e l e r 

ผes t o be o f t h e German b u r e a u c r a c y o r Gene ra l Beck ша8 t o become o f t h e 

m i l i t a r y » The Roman C a t h o l i c Church made no f o r m a l s i g n s o f o p p o s i t i o n 

t o t h e t h o u s a n d s 9 and i n d a e d m i l l i o n s 8 8 i t шаs t o become 9 who шегө b e i n g 

g r o u n d down by t h e Naz i r e g i m e - t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e Church ШЭ8 t h a t i t 

ша8 no more h o s t i l e t o Nazism t h a n sny o t h e r p o l i t i c a l f o r m . C e r t a i n l y 

Roman C a t h o l i c t e a c h i n g has changed s i n c e t h e m i d d l e Ages and R e f o r m a t i o n 

on t h e q u e s t i o n o f r e s i s t a n c e t o t y r a ก ก y o Suarsz 9 Mar iana» and A c q u i ก а з 

i n h i s d a y , t a u g h t t h e J u s t i c e o f k i l l i n g a t y r a n t . Bu t w i t h t h e changed 

( 1 ) A m t s b l a t t พ บ ก s t a r , n o . 7 9 1 2 t h ฬ a r c h 9 1936 9 p 0 4 4 , 

^ ( 2 ) k i e r u e b l a t t , x v i i , 1 9 3 6 , ρ · 1 9 4 . 

I • 

í 
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p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e Church i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h and e i g h t e e n t h С Ө ก t u r i e s 

t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church bacarne n e u t r a l t o w a r d s p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The Church hoped t o s t e s r a f l e x i b l e c o u r s e a d a p t a b l e t o t h e ebb a n d f ІОШ 

o f t h e t i d e o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s . But one can a rgue t h a t t h e Na2is ШВГӘ, by 

1936» o p e n l y v i o l a t i n g t h e Law o f C h r i s t and t h r e a t e n i n g t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s 

o f t h e Church and t h e r e f o r e s h o u l d have been r e s i s t e d . Tha t t h e y d i d n o t 

h a s , i n p a r t 9 been e x p l a i n e d a l r e a d y 9 and ШІІ1 Ьө e l a b o r a t e d upon l a t e r . 

Two w r i t e r s s i n c e t h e шаг have d e s c r i b e d t h e İ İV8S o f t h o s e шһо d i d r e s i s t 

i n t h e Roman C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , and t h e y do show above a l l e l s e hoш s m a l l 

t h a t r e s i s t a n c e movธment u a s . ( 1 ) 

One f a c t o f t e n goes u n n o t i c e d i n d i s c u s s i o n s o f H i t l e r ' s coup o f M a r c h , 

1936 - t h a t i t Ш88 a c h i e v e d i n t h e f a c e o f a t r o n g m i l i t a r y a d v i c e n o t t o 

i n v a d e t h e R h i n e l a n d , f o r f e a r o f j o i n t F rench and B r i t i s h r e p r i s a l s , (and 

as ШЄ now know a t o k e n s i g n o f r e s i s t a n c e t o H i t l e r c o u l d have had 

c o n s i d e r a b l e consequences - H i t l e r may w e l l have ші іНс і гаи іก f and h i s i n t e r n a l 

p o s i t i o n have been i r r e p a r a b l y weakened) . H i s รบCC6ร6 s u r e l y p l s a s e d t h e 

C h i e f s - o f - S t a f f - H i t l e r had эһошп t remendous กөгие and рошөг o f d e c i s i o n -

t h Í 8 i m p r e s s e d them and gave them c o n f i d e n c e * T h i s d e c i s i v e v i c t o r y ๐ver 

V e r s a i l l e s s t a b i l i s e d H i t l 9 r ł 8 p o s i t i o n i n t h e eyes o f t h e Wehrmacht , as 

i n d e e d i n t h e who le o f t h e R e i c h . M o r e o v e r , H i t l e r ша8 a b l e t o p u t 

Гогшагсі what appea red t o a l l r e a s o n a b l e men ө \ / е г у ш һ ө г ө f a i r a rgumen ts -

t h a t Germany had neve r " v o l u n t a r i l y " a c c e p t e d t h e d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n o f t h e 

R h i n e l a n d a t V e r s a i l l e s , and t h a t i t s i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t h e Locarno Pact ша5 

(1 ) Franz K l o i d t : V e r r a t e r ode r M a r t y r e r , D u s s e l d o r f , 1962, and W a l t e r A d o l f : 

ím S b a t t e ก de8 G a l g e n s , B e r l i n , 1953 . 
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t y p i c a l o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s Germany, shouiก ab๐ve a l l β ΐ θ θ 

by t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e Ruhr . He a l s o s a i d t h a t P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n ' s f o u r t e e n 

p o i n t s , on t h e b a s i s o f шЫсһ Germany had c o n d u c t e d t h e A r m i s t i c e » d i d n o t 

c o n t e m p l a t e any l i m i t a t i o n o f Gsrman s o v e r e i g n t y i n t h e R h i n e l a n d , I t was 

t h i s s o r t o f l e a d шһ!сһ so encouraged a l l e l e m e n t s m i t h i n t h e Wehrmacht, 

most o f шһогл шәге o n l y t o o p l e a s e d t o t a k e t h e chance t o t e s t t h e i r s t r e n g t h 

i n t h e r e l a t i v e l y uncommi t t ed a tmosphs re o f t h e Span i sh C i v i l Шаг. 

I t шаร i n t h i s h i g h l y c h a r g e d a tmosphere o f success t h a t any o p p o s i t i o n 

t o t h e t r e n d s o f t h e t i m e s had t o o p s r a t e . The chances o f an o p p o s i t i o n 

mowement h a v i n g any success шәге i n d e e d v e r y s l e n d e r . S h i r e r , on w r i t i n g 

o f t h e German " r e s i s t a n c e " movement9 has a s s e r t e d t h a t , " i t r ema ined f r o m 

t h e b8ginning t o t h e end a s m a l l and Ғ ө е Ы ө t h i n g , l e d , t o be s u r ธ f by a 

h a n d f u l o f cou rageous and decen t т ө п 9 b u t l a c k i n g f o l l o u ı ç r s . " ^ ^ T h i s 

d i c t u m c e r t a i n l y h o l d s good f o r 1936ο At t h e c e n t r e o f power and i n f l u e n c e 

i n German s o c i e t y t h e r e were few s i g n s o f o p p o s i t i o n » e i t h e r o v e r t o r c o v e r t . 

There ШЄГВ m ino r F o r e i g n O f f i c e i n t r i g u e s t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i o d , l e d 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y by E r i c and Theo K o r d t 1 b u t t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t h a t any o f 

t h e permanent o f f i c i a l s eve r t r i e d t o sabo tage H i t l e r ' ร m a j o r p o l i c i e s 9 

d e s p i t e t h e c l a i m s o f Ывхтэгскетш  Even i f t h e s e had been t r u e t h e r e i s 

l i t t l e doub t t h a t t h e y ա օ ս 1 ժ h ö U B been u n s u c c e s s f u l 9 s i n c e H i t l e r ' ร reg ime 

was t o o s t r o n g . But l e t i t be s a i d t o o t h a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s p r e s e n t e d 

f o r any f о г т o f o p p o s i t i o n шәге feuí and f a r b e t w e e n . H i t İ B r made su re a l l 

impor tant tasks шегө p e r f o r m e d by t r u s t e d Naz i adv iserSf yet ша8 s u f f i c i e n t l y 

shrewd t o r e a l i s e t h a t p e o p l e such as We i zsäcke r c o u l d p e r f o r m a u s e f u l t a s k . 

( 1 ) พ.L . S h i r e r : The R ise and F a l l o f t h e T h i r d R e i c h , p. 455 . 
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The r e c a l c i t r a n t 800ก found t h e m s e l v e s o u t i n t h e c o l d . Even a f t e r 1930 

t h e h a n d f u l o f F o r e i g n G f f i c e o f f i c i a l s who worked w i t h t h e German u n d e r g r o u n d 

was v e r y meagre* 

The c a r e e r o f ՕՈՑ man e x e m p l i f i e s p e r h a p s t h e p o s i t i o n o f many reöpec tec i 

members o f German s o c i e t y » namely C a r d i n a l F a u l h a b e r . He was s i t u a t e d a t 

t h e c e n t r s o f Nazism - i n M u n i c h , t h e c a p i t a l o f Germany 1 ร most h e a v i l y 

p o p u l a t e d Roman C a t h o l i c s t a t e 9 Bav /a r i a . He h a d , f rom v e r y e a r l y on» 

opposed r a c i a l i s m and t h e p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e Jews, and had r i g o r o u s l y de fended 

t h e " O l d T e s t a m e n t " i n t h e f a c e o f Naz i e f f o r t s t o " d e - J u d a i z e " t h e C h r i s t i s n 

r e l i g i o n , and had become the l e a d e r o f o p p o s i t i o n t o Naz i Buthenasia p r a c t i c e s , 

f"rom 1933 опшаг08 he had t r i e d t o sp read t h e message o f рөасе and d i sa rmament » 

( t h o u g h l a t e r he neve r o f f e r e d any a c t u a l a n t i - ш а г l e a d e r s h i p ) · โ a u l h a b e r 

r e c o g n i s e d t h e Naz i г&дітв  as l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y , and t h i s i s c l e a r l y 

e v i d e n c e d , and s i n c e he шаз r e v e r e d and r e s p e c t e d as t h e s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r o f 

B a v a r i a n Roman C a t h o l i c s , t h i s g u a r a n t e e d H i t l e r t h e l o y a l t y o f B a v a r i a n 

Roman C a t h o l i c s t o h i s s t a t e * F a u l h a b e r d i d r e m a i n f i r m t h o u g h on c e r t a i n 

Naz i i s s u e s - where f e a s i b l y p o s s i b l e he шогкесі a g a i n s t t h e N a z i s . For 

e x a m p l e , he r e f u s e d t o s a n c t i o n t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a Naz i t o t h e C h a i r o f 

Church Law a t Mun ich U n i v e r s i t y . On t h e o t h e r hand F s u l h a b e r had a l w a y s 

been s t a u n c h l y a n t i - c o m m u n i s t , and he may w e l l have seen Nazism i n t e r m s o f 

t h e l e s s e r o f e v i l s . P a r a d o x i c a l l y he шаร v e r y much p r o t h e German шаг 

e f f o r t , p r o b a b l y because o f t h e l a t t e r p o i n t , d e s p i t e h i s g e n u i n e d e s i r e f o r 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e a c e 9 and e v e n t u a l l y came t o 8ЭӨ t h e " j u s t i c e " o f Ulor ld War Тшо 

i n t e r m s o f t h e M i n j u s t i c e r t o f Шогіг і Шаг One. I t ша8 t h i s deg ree o f 

e q u i v o c a t i o n w h i c h n a t u r a l l y weakened th8 e f f e c t o f any o f h i s o t h e r p r o t e s t e . 

S i m i l a r l y i t weakened t h e p o s i t i o n o f a l l o f h i s f e l l o พ Churchmen. B ishop 
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Neuheus le r f o r example had t h e g round c u t f r o m u n d e r n e a t h h im t h r o u g h 

l a c k o f s o l i d a r i t y i n t h e r a n k s o f t h e Churcho T h i s e m i n e n t a u t h o r 

o f w K r e u z and Н а к ө п к г ө и г в 9 พh i ch c r i t i c i s e d c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f Naz i 

p o l i c y ^ e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e a f f e c t i n Q t h e Churchр f o u n d t h a t t h e p u b l i e h e r e 

and r e a d e r s o f h i s ญork พөгә s e v e r e l y p u n i s h e d by t h a N a z i s ; t h i s 

i n c l u d e d p r i e s t s шһо r e a d i t f ront t h e p u l p i t s 0 Bu t t h i s røas m e r e l y 

one p r o t e s t 9 end t h e r e шәге v e r y f e ผ 0 I t » o u l d be an e x a g g e r a t i o n t o 

r e g a r d i t as a f o r m a l c o n d e m n a t i o n o f t h e Naz i r e g i m e by ա հ i c h Cerman 

C a t h o l i c s ผere r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s o f o b e d i e n c s t o i t ΘΘ 

H l e g i t i f n a t e a u t h o r i t y M o I n f a c t t h e c o n t r a r y i s more l i k e l y . The 

A r c h b i s h o p o f F r a l b u r g » ! ก « B r e i s g a u v Conrad Groberр ผ88 dubbed t h e м Ьгошп 

b i s h o p 1 4 because o f h i e sympathy f o r t h e Naz i rég iméé He c l a i m e d і ก 

1945 t h a t шу back i n 1933 he had t h o u g h t H i t l e r t h e i d e a l man t o p u l l 

Germany t o g e t h e r * ^ ^ I n 1935 Grober c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f 9 and he f é l t 

t h e Church s h o u l d commit i t s e l f t o o 9 t o a f i x e d o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n i n 

t h e e v e n t o f шаг - t h a t t h e Church s h o u l d d e c i d e røhether 8 war was a t 

a l l " j u s t i f i e d 1 1 , on t h e b a s i s o f t h e r e l a t i v e " j u s t i c e * 1 o r M i n j u s t i c e M 

o f t h e p o s i t i o n o Me ผas t h e r e f o r e a u t h o r i s i n g t h e Church t o d e c i d e 9 

p resumab l y f o r t h e who le o f t h e l a i t y p tahether o r n o t any шаг a c t i o n by 

t h e s t a t s røa8 t o be s u p p o r t e d o r noto W i t h h i s pro»Na2i l e a n i n g s any 

d e c i s i o n s by Grober mou ld p resumab l y be a f o r e g o n e c o n c l u s i o n e For 

o t h e r s t h i s may n o t have been 30. The key q u e s t i o n i s һош e f f 8 c t i v e 

o r s t r o n g mas t h e r i g h t t o make t h a t d é c i s i o n » and һош f a r c o u l d such 

( 1 ) A m t s b l a t t Fur d i e E r z d i ö z e s e F r s i b u r g » ก ο β 8 ŕ 1 7 t h August« 1945^ ρ · 42 

( 2 ) K i r c h e ρ V a t e r l a n d 9 und V a t e r l a n d s l i e b e 9 F r e i b u r g » 1935 , ρ 0 108ο 
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a d e c i s i ó ก be imp lementado On t h e f o r m e r p o i n t t h e r e i s no d o u b t t h a t i n 

t h e r e a l i t y o f t h e N Q Z Í s t e t e i t had no s u b s t a n c e 9 t h o u g h i n e f f e c t i t fflas 

t o work i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f H i t l e r y s i n c e t h e Church ผ88 t o come f i r m l y 

dวพก i n f a v o u r o f a H J u s t H шаг vahen t h e shadow o f September9 1939 c r e p t 

o v e r E u r o p e . 

There шәге t h o s e шһо шәге a l r e a d y o f f e r i n g o p p o s i t i o n i n t h e German 

Church« P a s t o r N i e m o l l e r f o r example o f t h e C o n f e s s i o n a l Church Щ88 

t o be a r r e s t e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r 9 19379 i n p a r t f o r d a r i n g t o c r i t i c i s e 

t h e Re ì chsb iehop» ทบ11өр« There i s t h e s t o r y o f N i e m o l l e t a s k i n g 9 f r om 

b e h i n d t h e b a r s o f a c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp» whe the r he c o u l d resums v o l u n t a r i l y 

h i s W o r l d Uar One Submar ine d u t i e s « Nsed leee t o soy he шва r e f u s e d о ( 1 ) 

On t h e o t h e r hand t h o u s a n d s шегө l e a v i n g t h e f o l d o f t h e C h u r c h . I t i s 

i m p o s s i b l e t o gauge t h e v a s t i n t e r p l a y o f m o t i v e s 9 b u t one must n a t u r a l l y 

deduce t h a t many must have f e l t t h a t t h e i r l o y a l t y t o Nazism came f i r s t » 

and t h a t t h i s พas c h a l l e n g e d by t h e p r e s s u r e s o f membership o f t h e Roman 

C a t h o l i c Churehft Need less t o зау t h e r e muet have been many cases where 

undue p e r s u a s i o n had b@en b r o u g h t t o b e a r * A l t h o u g h as a p e r c e n t a g e o f 

t h e t o t a l Roman C a t h o l i c p o p u l a t i o n t h e number i s a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l o n e 9 

t h e y a r e n o n e t h e l e s s h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t f i g u r e s i n s o f a r as Ъһөу эһою t h e 

e x t e n t t o « h i c h t h e t i e s and c o n v e n t i o n s o f German s o c i e t y «еге e r o d e d 9 

f o r Roman C a t h o l i c i s m was d e e p l y i n g r a i n e d i n t h e German c h a r a c t e r . 

Any r e d u c t i o n ผas i m p o r t a n t . The f i g u r e s a r e Θ8 f o l i o ผ 8 S « 

1933 31p987 

1934 26p376 

(1 ) D i e t m a r Schmid t 1, " P a s t o r N i e m o l l e r » H t r a n s l s t e d by Larørence Smithp 

Neพ Y o r k 9 Doub leday and Co« 1959 f f рво 120»121o 
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1935 3 4 . 3 4 7 

1936 45 у бӨ7 

1937 108 ,654 

1938 8 8 9 7 1 5 

8 8 , 3 3 ร ( 1 ) 1939 

To oppose t h e T h i r d R e i c h юав t o r i s k d i s a p p e a r i n g i n t o a c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

camp. Thousands had a l r e a d y escaped t h i s = e c h o l a r s 9 p o s t s 9 p o l i t i c i a n s ø 

and Jeพ8 « by f l e e i n g t o o t h e r p a r t s o f Europe and t h e Ывт Шог іс і . By 

1936 էha e m i g r e f r o m Gørfflaกу ผas a l r e a d y a f a m i l i a r s i g h t i n Europe« 

The SS røas 8 C 9 Ì f t t o b r e a k up any o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e r e g i m e * By 1936 

t h e t e r r o r o f t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps шаө ผ e l l knoผก« One o f t h e f i r e t 

v i c t i m s o f է ha camps Ю8ร t h e p o e t 1» E r i c h Muh 88๓ р raho юа 8 murde red a t 

O r a n i e n b u r g р near B e r l i n 9 i n 1934 . 

1936 was t h e t u r n i n g p o i n t because t h e i n i t i a t i v e i n Europe had 

passed i n c r e a s i n g l y t o t h e d i c t a t o r s » t h o u g h t h e o t h e r European РОШЄГ8 

were s t i l l h o p i n g t o come t o agreement raith t h e f a s c i s t porøerSo The 

a u t h o r i t y o f t h e League o f N a t i o n s trøs goกeQ By e x p l o i t i n g t h e d u e l 

b e t ผ ө е п I t a l y and t h e League9 and by m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o ฬ น 8 8 0 แ ก і 9 

һө had c o n v e p t e d I t a l y t o h i s p o l i t i c a l аі(П8о S i m i l a r l y t h e Span i8h C i v i l 

War had p r o v e d e g r e a t t e s t i n g g r o u n d o f a l l i a n c e s » i n s t i t u t i o n s and 

m i l i t a r y e t r e ก g t h « H i t l e r шаs пош r e a d y t o b e g i n h i s r e a l c h a l l e n g e t o 

t h e European s y s t e m 9 a c h a l l e n g e he hed i s s u e d msny y e a r s b e f o r e ! " 

И І ก t h 8 f i r s t p ł a c e o u r p e o p l e must be d e l i v e r e d f rora t h e h o p e l e s s 

( 1 ) From " R e p o r t o f t h e Z e n t r a l s t s l l e f u r k i r c h l i c h e s t a t i d t i k o " Colognøo 

і 8 s u e d on 8 t h A u g u s t 9 1944 · D i o c e s a n a r c h i v e s 9 Paeseu« 
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c o n f u s i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v i c t i o n s and e d u c a t e d c o n e c l o u e l y and 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y t o f a n a t i c a l N a t i o n a l i s m »«o Second , i n s o f a r as Ю8 e d u c a t e 

t h e p e o p l e t o f ţ i g h t age i n e t t h e d e l i r i u m o f democracy snd b r i n g i t a g a i n 

t o t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e c e s s i t y o f a u t h o r i t y and l e a d e r s h i p s С9Ө t e a r 

i t ашау f r o m t h e nonsense o f p a r l i s m e n t a r i a n l s m » T h i r d , i n s o f a r as ชβ 

d e l i v e r t h e p e o p l e f r o m t h e a tmosphere o f p i t i a b l e b e l i e f i n p o s s i b i l i t i e s 

œhich l i e o u t s i d e t h e bounds o f o n e * э оพก s t r e n g t h - such as t h e b e l i e f 

i n r e c o ก c i l i a t i o n p u n d e r s t a n d i n g » røorld рошөГр t h e League o f Na t ioกӨр 

and і ก t e r n e t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y - ШӨ d e s t r o y t h e e s i d e a s » There І 8 o n l y 

one r i g h t i n the wor ld and t h a t r i g h t i s 0กΘ9Θ оผก st rength« « ( 1 ) 

) 1 ) E x c e r p t f r o m one o f H i t l e r ' ร s p e e c h e s , 1928 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THE PACE QUICKENS0 1937^1938> 

P o i n t One o f t h e Naz i p rogramme 9 announced on 2 4 t h โ e b r u a r y » 1920 

s t a t e d : H ผ β demand t h e บ ก ί ο ก o f a l l Germens 9 ๐ ก t h e b a s i s o f t h e r i g h t 

o f s e l f « d é t e r m i n a t i o n o f p e o p l e s ^ t o f o r m a Grea t Germany 1 1
 β T h i s พ88 

accompan ied by an o f f i c i a l p a r t y commentary ผ h i c h s t a t e d ! " A l l man and 

ผo«en o f Cerniaก b loodp w h e t h e r t h e y a r e l i v i n g t o - d a y unde r D a n i s h 9 

P o l i s h 9 I t a l i a ก 9 о г Ғ г ө п с һ r u l e 0 must be u n i t e d i n a German R@lcho 

b๒ s h a l l n o t renounce a s i n g l e German i n t h e S ú d e t e ก l a n d 9 i n A l s a c e « 

L o r r a i ก ร 9 1ก Po land0 i n t h e League o f N a t i o n s ' c o l o n y o f A u s t r i e 9 o r 

i n t h e s u c c e s s o r s t a t e s o f t h e o l d A u s t r i a n E m p i r e o H I t røae toœards 

t h e ř u r t h e ř a n c e o f t h e s e a ims t h a t H i t l e r d e d i c e t e d h i m s e l f i n t h e t h r e e 

y e a r s b e f o r e шаг b r o k e ou t» 0ñ 6 t h N o v e Ь в Г р 1937 ท น s e o l i ñ i s i g n e d t h e 

A n t i « C o ( f t i n t e r n P â c t 9 d e c l a r i n g t o o t h a t he ша8 no l o n g e r c o n c e r n e d f o r 

t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f an i n d e p e n d e n t A u s t r i a » The r o a d шаร пош c l e a r t o 

Vieกกaş on 1 3 t h M a r c h 9 1938 t h e Aกeeh luss Ш88 a c c o m p l i s h e d o On 2 8 t h 

Sep tember 9 1 9 3 8 9 a t ฬ บ ก i e h 9 P r e s i d e n t Benes o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a พаз s o l d 

do»n t h s r i v e r by t h e w e s t e r n a l l i e s » The who le o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a шаз 

soon t o f a l l i n t o H i t l e r * 8 p o s s e s s i o n 0 The Mun ich agreement ผas t o be 

f o l l o e i e d by a g r e a t pogrom s g a i n e t t h e Jsma9 t h e M R e i c h e k r i s t a l l n a c h t M o 

W i t h o u t t h e d e s i r e f o r peace amoทฐ t h e raestθrn poraere» s t i l l v e r y much 

a f r a i d o f a n o t h e r พ o r l d raar» H i t l e r may røell have n o t been a b l e to a c h i e v e 

what he d i d ; above a l l e l s e t h e S o v i e t Un ion พas t o drarø i t s оառ 

c o n c l u s i o n s f r o m t h e d e a l i n g s o f 1938ρ and ШӨร t o p u r s u e i t s оաո i s o l a t i o n i s t 

p o l i c y . 

D u r i n g t h e s e c r u c i a l y e a r s t h e German p ropaganda mach ine m r k e d a t 
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f u l l p r e s s u r e t o c o n v i n c e t h e German p e o p l e o f t h e г i g h t ก θ 8 8 o f H i t l e r ' s 

m i s s i o n . Never b e f o r e ша8 t h e p r e s s used t o euch an e x t e n t t o C O ก t r o l 

o p i n i o n * Any neœspaper œhich shomsd s i g n s o f r e c a l c i t r a n c e «аз q u i c k l y 

c l o s e d 9 as t h e м В ө г 1 1 п е г T a g e b l a t t " mas i n 1937 , i n f u l l a c c o r d ա ! է հ t h e 

1933 R e i c h Prese Lam, røhich had a l r e a d y t a k e n a f e a r f u l t o l l o f e m i n e n t 

German пеюөрарөгө» such 8 8 t h e **Voss ische Z e i t u n g H
t c l o s e d on I s t A p r i l » 

1934* C e r t a i n пөюврарө га n e r e k e p t g o i n g 80 88 t o i m p r e s s t h e o u t s i d e 

m o r i d 9 v e r y much i n s t r u m e n t s o f N a z i p ropaganda* Such a newspaper œae 

t h e H F r a ก k f u r t ė r Z e i t u n g » u t h o u g h t h e N a z i p a r t y had i t s own ртввв9 t h e 

Eher Ve r l ag» headed by Max Amann* Any f o r m o f p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e R e i c h 

was r i g o r o u s l y s i f t e d by t h e ท i n i s t r y o f Propaganda* The l a t t e r œorked 

i n c r e a s i n g l y i n 1938 t o e u l o g i s e H i t l e r and h i e p o l i c y * At t h e t i m e o f 

t h e Way c r i s i s t h e German p ress» t h r o u g h t h e Propaganda M i n i s t r y » made 

t h e most o f t h e £ger i n c i d e n t 9 юһөп tœo Sudaէen Germans had been f o u n d 

d e a d . T h i s ша8 t h e p r e l u d e t o German t r o o p c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and p a r t i a l 

m o b i l i s a t i o n * The German p r e s s accused t h e Czechs o f b e i n g an o u t p o a t 

o f t h e R u s s i a n Army* 

D e s p i t e t h e i n t e n s e p ropaganda t h e f e e l i n g s o f many Germans n e r e 

s t i l l mixed«, The p ropaganda ша8 o n l y p a r t i a l l y c o n v i n c i n g 一 p e o p l e were 

s t i l l s t a r k l y аюаге t h a t e v e n t s m i g h t t a k e a c o u r s e f o r t h e œorst and 

Germans f i n d t h e m e e l v e s p l u n g e d i n t o a s i t u a t i o n шһ1сһ t h e y c o u l d not 

h a n d l e * W i l l i a m S h i r e r r e c a l l s hoœ 9 วก many o c c a s i o n s » t h e eromda o f 

B e r l i n had viaf f ied œ i t h i c y c o l d n e s s t h e numerous m i l i t a r y p a r a d e 8 9 

e s p e c i a l l y o f t h e new p a n z e r d i v i s i o n s » h e l d b e f o r e r u n i c h e Many юегө 

u n d o u b t e d l y h o r r i f i e d a t t h e t y p e o f шаг such f o r c e s seemed t o augur» 

j u s t a s they were h o r r i f i e d w i t h t h e pogrom o f 9 t h November 9 1938 · 

S h i r e r r e c a l l e d hoш d i s t a s t e f u l l y t h e l a t t e r œas r e c e i v e d . He a l s o 



- 95 « 

r e c o r d e d հ օ ա 9 i n August and September b e f o r e M u n i c h , many p e o p l e i n 

B e r i i n tsould have s u p p o r t e d t h e Army i f t h e y had o v e r t h r o พ ก H i t l e r * 

Ho «røver 9 юһеп H i t l e r p u l l e d o f f t h e Mun ich agreement t h e p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l 

røere i n r a p t u r e s o v e r i t 9 f o r H i t l e r hed g a i n e d a l l » and more i m p o r t a n t р 

had a v o i d e d raato 

The key i r i 8 t r u ß i e n t f f u l t i m a t e l y v i t a l f o r t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f H i t l e r ' s 

p o l i c i e s ^ ша8 t h e Army« U i t h o u t i t e c o - o p e r a t i o n H i t l e r c o u l d do n o t h i n g © 

T h r o u g h o u t 1937 H i t l e r paved Ъһө шву f o r h i s announcements t o t h e C h i e f s -

o f « S f c a f f on 5 t h November 9 ฝิhose d e l i b e r a t i o n s юеге r e c o r d e d i n t h e 

N H088bach MemoraกdumM« The l a t t e r document røa8 r e g a r d e d b y H i t l e r as 

h i s N l a s t ๐ i l l and t e e t e m e n t M p i n røhich he enumera ted h i s b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s 

and P0 İ İC İ98ร , f o r m e d a f t e r w f o u r and a h a l f y e a r s o f рошег and d e l i b e r a t i o ก , 0
 9 

n o t l e a s t o f a l l h i s i d e a o f н 8 р а с ө н and hoш and røhen î t c o u l d be a c q u i r e d 9 

and ผha t v a r i a b l e s ผ e r e p r e s e n t o B e s i d e s H i t l e r t h e r e шзгө p r e s e n t von 

B lomberg р t h e M i n i s t e r o f Шаг 9 von F r i t s c h , t h e C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f o f t h e 

Wehrmacht 9 A d m i r a l Reeder» t h e Commaกder« lก«Chie f o f t h e Navy« G o r i n g 9 

t h e Comff lander» in»Chief o f t h e L u f է m a f f e , von N e u r a t h 9 t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 9 

and C o l o n e l Hossbach« What i s a p p a r e n t i s t h a t none o f էho8Є p r e s e n t 

ผ e r e c o n c e r n e d t s i t h t h e i n t r i n s i c n a t u r e o f t h e p o l i c y H i t l e r had l a i d 

dorøn 9 b u t พe ra t o t a l l y shocked by t h e m a g n i t u d e o f fflhat Ш88 i n v o l v e d 9 

i n s o f a r 8 8 t h e y had so l i t t l e t i m e i n พ h i c h t o р r a p a r e » H i t l e r ' s p l a n e 

» e r e beyond t h e ผ i i d e s t dreame o f t h e C h i e f 8 « o f « S Ł e f ^ f 0 A f t e r t h i s 

m e s t i n g m i l i t a r y o b J e c t i v s e end p l a n n i n g шәге r a d i c a l l y changed ! f u r t h e r m o r e 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ^ o r excuses» nom had to be s o u g h t t o s e i z e A u s t r i a and 

C z e e h o a l o v a k i a a I t was I n d e e d i r o n i c a l t h a t s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s m e e t i n g 

L o r d H a l i f a x a r r i v e d i n Germany» on 1 9 t h November 9 t o d i s c u s s t e r r i t o r i a l 
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r e a d J u s t m a n t s based on w j u s t i c e " ^ h o p i n g t h a t t h e N a l t ® r a t i o ก 9 s h o u l d СОЙ© 

by p e a c e f u l e v o l u t i o n H o T h i s ๑88 the f i n a l g r e e n l i g h t H i t l e r needed . 

Those Ծ հ օ had o f f e r s d s i g n s o f o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r a t t h e m e e t i n g 

o f 5 t h November 9 1937 » B i o ผ b e r g 9 F r i t e e h 9 and N e u r a t h 9 ЮӨГӨ t o be removed 

i n t h e p u r g e o f 4 t h F e b r u a r y 9 1938ο T h i s Bias t o have f a r - r e a c h i n g 

coneequencøs f o r t h e ฬ e h r ค a c h t o î t showed t h a t t h e g e n e r a l s t a f f พ©8 

n o t p r e p a r e d t o f i g h t t o save t h e p o s i t i o n s o f i t s trao s e n i o r s . I t s 

f a i l u r e t o a c t on t h e i r b e h a l f c a n n o t be s o l e l y a t t r i b u t e d t o i n e p t i t u d e * 

I t must s u r e l y i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e communi ty o f i n t e r e s t betcseen H i t l e r 

and the ผe hrmách է ญ & ร 80 s t rong t h a t even а Ы о ш such 88 t h i s f a i l e d to 

s h a t t e r i t . Mhet B l o m b e r g v 3 and Ғ r i t e c h 9 8 r s ฬ o v a l meent Ю88 t h e 

d i s i ก t a g r a t i o n o f t h e p o n s r o f t h e o f f i c e r s f f c o r p s » l e a v i n g i t l e a d s r l e s s 

and d i v i d a d o By t h e end o f 1938 G e n e r e l e Beck and Adam Ш8ГЄ t o be reff loved 

e i m i l a t l y o H i t l e r assumed supreme command o f t h e Wehrmacht ; t h e 

R e i c h s k r i e g e m i n i s t e r i u m ШЭ8 changed t o t h e Oberkommando de r ฬ e h r n a c h t 9 

and t h e r e f o l l o r ø e d i n t h e make o f t h i s , p r o m o t i o n e » t r a n s f e r s , and 

r e t i r e m e n t s f o r a l m o s t everyoneо The p u r g e o f 4 t h F e b r u a r y m e r e l y 

c o v e r e d up a b r u t a l s t r u g g l e f o r railitary рошөг i n t h e Uehrraachto By 

i d e n t i f y i n g i t s i n t e r e s t s m i t h H i t l e r ' s p o l i c i e s t h e Wehrmacht had l o s t 

a l l c o n t r o l l i n g рошвГо The Wehrmacht raas v e r y much a s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n y 

basod on P r u s 8 i a n i e m 9 fâith i t s оผก p a r t i c u l a r b r a n d o f e d u c a t i ๐ ก and 

i n d o c t r i n a t i o ค о F e b r u a r y 9 1938 c e r t a i n l y ๑ i t n e e s e d t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

d e f e a t o f t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n by Nazism - above a l l by ss neo-^paganisrøo 

Н ігою івг had b a t t l e d a g a i n s t F r i t s c h f o r t h e a l l e g i a n c e o f German y o u t h 

e i n c a t h e а о ш р и ї в о г у m i l i t a r / s e r v i e s ø d i c t o f 19351, and hod пош шоп t h e 

dey о 
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F o l i o i s i ค g t h i s i t таз n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t H i t l e r r e c e i v e d no o p p o s i t i o n 

t o t h e m i l i t a r y i m p l i c a t i o n s o f th@ A n s c h l u s s * S e v e r a l g e n e r a l s e l a i m s d 

l a t e r t h a t i t ผ а з o v e r 80 q u i c k l y t h a t t h © y ПӨУ8Г h a d t i m e t o © t o p a n d 

ï h i n k 9 b u t t h e r e İ 8 l i t t l e d o i ^ t t h a t t h e 8@nt imant i n f a v o u r 0? i t шаө 

over t i the l f f l ing t h r o u g h o u t t h e Wehrmacht 。 Bu t i t muet be added t o o t h a t 

a l l B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l p o l i c y and n e g o t i a t i o n s i n c l i n e d t o w a r d s t h e Ansch lusso 

A f t e r t h e r e m o v a l o f Eden C h a m b e r l a i n had a f r a e hand t o n e g o t i a t e * Oñ 

3 r d M a r c h 9 1938 C h a m b e r l a i n app roached H i t l e r v i a Hender80ค f o r 8 e e t t l e n e n t 0 

T h i s » and o t h e r e v i d e n c e 9 Ш88 t h e f i n a l p i e c e o f encouragement H i t l e r neededо 

A f t e r t h e deed ผaa doneρ (ση 1 3 t h March ) H a l i f a x * ร speech i n t h e House o f 

L o r d s r e i t e r a t e d t h e t o n e o f B r i t i s h d i p l o m a c y by s a y i n g t h a t s i n c e 1918 

8 u c c 3 8 8 Ì v e B r i t i s h g o v e r n m e n t s had n o t sKpeet@d the M s t a t u s q u o t t o f A u s t r i a 

t o r e m a i n s t a b l e « A l l t h a t C h a m b e r l a i n o b J e e t s d t o і ก t h e A n s c l u 8 8 a e r o 

t h e м п ө а ก ร M p n o t t h e w e n d e w
e 

I n t h e p o s t ^ A n e c h l u s s p e r i o d H i t l e r end t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e Wehrmacht 

began t o ге -»888Є38 t h e p o o i t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ^ and fflore s p e c i f i c a l l y 0 

e a r l i e r m i l i t a r y d i r e c t i v e s » o f Пау 9 1 9 3 5 , J u n e , 1936„ and J u n e 9 1 9 3 7 , 

a l l t h e c r s a t i o ก o f t h e пош deposed G e n e r a l von Blomberg» I n h i s l a s t 

d i r e c t i v e even t h e c a u t i o u s B lomberg had used t h e words " p o s s i b l e шаг*1» 

№ 8 І П С 0 Germany need n o t f e a r an a t t a c k f r o m th@ røesterก A l l i e s as t h s y a r e 

t o o c o n p l f i c e n t 9 ՛ * I n d e f e n c e i t can be h e a v i l y a rgued t h a t any g e n e r a l s t e f f 

bas o b v i o u s l y t o p r e p a r o ^ d e f e n s i v e p l a n ๙ 1 and t h a t i n f a c t t h i s o f t e n means 

( 1 ) Documents on German F o r e i g n P o l i c y 9 S e r i e s D p V o l . 1 9 ค 0 · 1 3 8 · 

( 2 ) I b i d o ท 0 8 . 1 4 8 , 1 4 9 , 1509 a n d 1 5 1 o 
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t h a t a t t a c k p l a n e h a v e t o b e e v o l v e d . H o พ θ ν β ΐ φ w h a t e v e r t h e M t i v e s o f 

von В1о»Ьө?д s i g h t have besn t h o s e o f h i s s u c c e s s o r s ? 8 a i n a p p a r e n t » 

0 ก 21 s t A p r i l p 1938 G e n e r a l s K e i t e l and J o d l s u b ß i l t t e d "Свез G r © 8 ก м t o 

H i t l e r p d e a l i n g røith t h e 8 t a t @ o f th© Uahreiaeht Bfiá a l l p o s s i b l e f a c t o r s 

a r i e i r ^ i n t h e e v e n t o f an a t t a c k on C z e c h ๐ S l o v a k i a . They s t a t e d o p e n l y 

t h a t i f F rance and G r e a t B r i t a i n røere p p e s a n t e d © i t h a f a i t a c c o r a p l i i n 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a t h e y ผ o u l d be so d © m อ r a l i s G d t h a t t h e y røould be i n c a p a b l e 

o f o f f @ c t i v @ a c t i o n о T h i s f i t t e d i n » a l l røith H i t l e r 9 ร оюп schoffls o f 

t h i n g s - he made h i s i n t e n t i o n s c l e a r t o h i e s e n i o r o f f i c e r s » To keep 

c e r t a i n q u a r t a l e happy he i n t e n d e d t o b r i n g i n Po land and Hungary to s h a r e 

th© b o o t y « H i e methods ๑ e r e c l e a r « ha œanted a w t i r a e d w i n c i d e n t 9 u s i n g 

d i p l o m a t i c manoeuvres so t h a t i n t e r v e n t i o n ๑ o u l d appear J u s t i f l e d i above 

a l l e l s e he d i d n o t พ a n t a o b i l i s a t i o n i ñ a t s n s e d s i t u a t i o n o Bu t H i t l e r 

ผβ8 f u l l y аюагө o ř 9 and i n d e e d i n commaกd o f p t h e d i p l o m a t i c s i t u a t i o n s , 

and n o พ r e a l i s e d t h a t he m i g h t be a b l e to g e i n a l l w i t h o u t a g e n e r a l w a r . 

H Ia assessment ша8 p e r f e c t s C h a m b e r l a i n raas шаve r i ng» I n a n o t a b l e document 

H a l i f a « i n s t r u c t e d th© B r i t i s h Aßbaseador i n P a r i e » Ph ipps» t o i n f o r œ t h e 

F r e n c h gove rnmen t t h a t G rea t B r i t a i n c o u l d n o t r e a l l y do a n y t h i n g f o r 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 9 and B r i t a i n c o u l d o n l y 8Gnd tœo d i v i s i o n s t o h e l p F rance i f 

t h e need &ГО8Є0 ^ ^ I n o t h e r Gsords C h a m b e r l a i n тав h o p i n g t h a t F rance c o u l d 

be pe rsuaded t o d r o p th© i d 9 a o f g u a r a n t e e i n g C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 9 o t h e r ø i e e 

G r e a t B r i t a i n røould be dpagg©d i n t o t h e c o n f l i c t 9 and a g e n e r a l шаг พ o u l d 

e n s u 9 o C h a m b e r l a i n t h o u g h o e s n o t t o t a l l y u n m i n d f u l o f C z e c h o e l o v s k i a e 8 

( 1 ) Documents on B r i t i s h F o r e i g n P o l i c y 9 T h i r d ร 9 Г І Є 8 р V o l . 1 9 ก 0 8 · 106 f l 107 

( 2 ) I b i d . V o l . 29 n o . 1 0 4 · 
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р о в і і і о п о Не f e l t above a l l e l s e t h a t G rea t B r i t a i n muet g u a r d F r a n c o 

and Be lg ium9 a c e o r d i n g t o Locarก09 and t h a t o t h e r t r e a t i s e พ i t h P o r t u g a l » 

I r a q р 8คd Egyp t must Ьө g u a r a n t o a d o He a g r e e d t o o t h a t unda r C lause 16 

o f t h e League Covenant Grea t B r i t a i n had an o b l i g a t i o n t o C s e c h o s l o v a k i a 9 

b u t t h a t s i n c e t h e League Ш88 n o t s t r o n g р t h i s ша8 h a r d l y a v i a b l e 

p r o p o s i t i o n * Moreover he c o n t e n d e d t h a t a g u a r s n t e e t o C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 

mould g i v e h e r р о п ө г t o d e c i d e røhether B r i t a i n s h o u l d go t o шаг o r no to 

B r i t e i n 9 8 і ก t e r e s t i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a raas rrøt t h e same es і ก t h e R h i n e l a n d 

and B e l g i u m * T h i s raas C h a m b e r l a i n 8 θ i m p l a c a b l e r e s o l v e » The a t t i t u d e 

o f t h e German G e n e r a l s t a f f c a n n o t be seen o u t s i d e o f t h i s d i p l o m a t i c c o n t e n t « 

A l l c o n c e r n e d ผ з г е v i r t u a l l y i n agreement røith H i t l e r ' s p l a n s . At 

Nuremberg s e v e r a l o f t h e g e n e r a l s t r i e d t o c o v s r up m L i s t and Leab s a i d 

t h a t t h e y d i d n o t knots o f t h e p l a n u n t i l t h e l a a t m i n u t ú ρ and B r a u c h i t e c h 

went so f a r as t o a s s e r t t h a t 1 1 กo p l a n e x i s t e d 0 f o r t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a * CQก@Γθ1 Adaค had had о ก θ i ñ o r r e s e r v a t i o n 9 r e c o r d e d 

i n J o d l 0 s d i e r y t a f t e r M i t l e r had i s s u e d a Czech d i r @ c t i v e t o him on 3 0 t h 

1Чөу һө i n d i c a t e d h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e " t i r o i n g " o f fflilitspy a c t i o n * The 

o n l y r e a l o p p o n e n t o f H i t l e r ' s Czech p o l i c y ผas G e n e r a l B o c k 9 røho f e a r e d 

an A n g l o « F r e n e h c o a l i t i o n * Hs f o l t t h e Wehrmaeht » 8 8 n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y 

p r e p a r e d * I n l e t t e r s t o B r a u c h i t s c h on 5 t h May and 3 r d Jยก9« 1938 t h e 

v o i c e o f d i s s e n t юа8 h e a r d 0 H i s v ieras Ш8ГӨ g i v e n o f f i c i a l f o r c e i n a 

memorandum o f 1 6 t h J u l y f 193Bo H i s a p p e a l t o B r a u c h i t s c h had c e r t a i n l y 

f a l l e n on d e a f s a r S f as B r a u c h i t s c h шаa a s t r o n g Naz i s u p p o r t e r i n l e a g u e 

( 1 ) I b i d o V o l o 1 ř no o 1 1 4 o 

( 2 》 Т Р І З І o f t h e M a j o r Шаг C r i m i n a l s » V o l o X X f f ps« 568-569« 
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røltһ H i t l e r o But B e c k ' s o p p o s i t i o n ша8 basad s o l e l y on m i l i t a r y g rounde« 

He r e c e i v e d no s u p p o r t t and H i t l e r 9 шһо had ก 8 v e r t r u s t e d Ыт9 g r a d u a l l y 

phased hiff l o u t o 0ค 1 8 t h A u g u s t 9 1938 Beck r e s i g n e d a s ChiQf o f t h e 

G e n e r a l S t a f f o The o n l y s e n i o r e t a f f o f f i c e r nora r e m a i n i n g шһо røa8 θven 

ฟิiłdly oppo8@d t o H i t l e r 1 8 m i l i t a r y p l a n s พ98 C e n e r a i W i l he l f f l МвШр 

commander o f t h s Wehrmacht i n t h e mBstţ he was a t t © m p t i n g t o c o n v i n c e 

H i t l e r o f t h e พөакпөза o f Garmany 9 з ш е а і з г п d e f f f i n c 8 8 c He had no hop© 

o f s u c c e e d i n g о 

Mun ich s p o l t t h e @nd o f t h e o f f i c e p s c o r p s as an @ f f e e t i v e p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t r u m e n t o Those o f t h e o l d e l i t e r s m a i n i n g юега і ก e f f e c t u a l 9 т ө п such 

as R u n d s t s d t 9 Воску and L e e b 9 who c o u l d do n o t h i n g t o p u l l t h e A rmy*ร 

l e a d e r s h i p o u t o f thB morass i n t o mh ich H i t İ 9 r » G o r i n g р and Himmler had 

p l u n g e d i t o Тผо т е п шһо m i g h t have Ьөэп a b l e t o do someth l r ig 9 K l t ^ e and 

U i t z l e b e n 9 raere n o t p r e p a r e d t o t a k e thQ l e a d 9 h a v i n g boen i n v o l v e d a l r o a d y 

i n H a i d e r ' s a b o r t i v e p l o t b@fore П и п i c h о Bu t i t і© t r u e t o say t h a t t h e 

Wehrmacht ша8 d a z z l e d by H i t l e r ^ a b i l i t y » h i e t o t a l сояиааกd o f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n 9 snd h İ 8 s k i l l і ก manoeuv r i ng t h e « e s t e m poผers» I n t h i s 

con tex t i t i s i naccu ra te t o sp®ak o f thQ crøakคӨ88 and d i s u n i t y o f t h e 

Ш ө һ г т ө с Ы 9 s i n c e It พ 8 ร q u i t e i n e c c o r d w i t h » h a t พ 8 8 happen ing« The p o i n t 

r e m a i n s t h o u g h t h a t s h o u l d th© ШөһггааеһЪ hevs raished t o r e v s r s e i t s p o s i t i o n 

i t no longer had the s t r e n g t h to do 80« 

Th© German F o r e i g n W i n i s t r y mas l i t t l e a f f e c t e d by th@ p u r g e o f 

F e b r u a r y , 1938 · I n f a c t t h e r e ผas no r e a l n e e d 9 s i n c e H i t l e r had ifc f i r m l y 

under h i s c o n t r o l * The r e m o v a l o f von Neura th» and t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 

von R i b b e n t r o p e ก s u r e d t h i s . The o n l y o t h e r m a j o r change ша8 էHo r e c a l l i n g 

o f t h r e e L e a d i n g a n b a s 8 8 d o r 8 p von Pepen f r o m V ienna» voก O i í k s e n f r o m 
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T o k y o 9 and von H a s s e l l f гою Rome. A l l had f a i l e d t o է&ՀՅ է հ© р а г х у l i n e 

f u l l y e n o u g h 0 What Ьесатө a p p a r e n t mas hora l i t t l e t h e o p i n i o n s o f t h e 

permanent o f f i c i a l s c o u n t e d о The F o r e i g n O f f i c e h a r d l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 

t h e A n s c h l u s s , and s t r a n g e l y R i b b e n t r o p p l a y e d no p a r t e i t h e r 0 It шаз 

s o l e l y t h e ผ o r k o f H i t l e r 9 Ger ing» von Papen and S e y s s » I n q u a r t o To a 

rauch l e s s e r e x t e n t t h i s røas і ค p a r t t r u e a t t h e t i m e o f พนก i cho One o f 

t h e g r e a t s o u r c e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e v i e o s o f o f f i c i a l s І 8 o t h e r 

f o r e i g n d i p l o m a t s 0 r e c o r d s о At t h e t i m e o f Mun ich f o r e x a m p l e 9 Henderson 

r e p o r t e d t o H a l i f a x o f th@ i n t e n s e f e e l i n g and d i s r e s p e c t f o r R i b b o n t r o p 

and h i s p o l i c y : H T o some o f ๓у c o l l e a g u e s t h e i r Іапдиадз a b o u t h im ผ88 

v i o l e n t t o t h e p o i n t o f d a n g e r t o t h e m e e l v B s ^ " ^ ^ a n d he r s p o r t e d t o o t h a t 9 

Й · ο ο зоюө o f theia t a l k e d a l o t o f t r e a s o n t o ray c o l l e a g u 9 8 o W e i z s ä c k e r 

teas О О О b l a c k l y p e s s i m i s t i c β M ^ ^ D e s p i t e such r e p o r t s as t h e s e fflhat І 8 

c l e a r i s t h a t ค 0 s t røare m 8 8 f f l e r i 8 s d by H i t l e r ' s s u p e r b s k i l l i n h a n d l i n g 

t h e s i t u a t i o n o He had a l l o f h i s РЄШП8 c a r e f u l l y p o s i t i o n e d and r s a d y 

t o manoeuvreо I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f such a u d a c i t y and b r i l l i a n c e Łhe 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s » røhatever t h e i r p r o c l i v i t i e s 9 c o u l d n o t a c t * S i m i l a r l y 

t h e German p e o p l e as a who le юегө p a s s i v e b y s t a n d e r s t o a røell«played 

game o f d i p l o n a t i c c h e s s w i t h f a t e f u l s t a k e s i ñ t h e b a l a n c e « Роювг œas 

t o t a l l y i n t h e hands o f a f e w . 

H e n l e i ก , , H i t l e r * 8 f i f t h - c o l u m n i s t i n CzQcho S l o v a k i a р t o i l e d t o c r e a t e 

en @ x p l o i t a b l e s i t u a t i o n » b u t n o t one t h a t m i g h t have i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

r e p e r c u s s i o n s * T h i s i s พhat H i t l e r p l a y e d upon « o f c o n v i n c i n g นาΘ 

German p e o p l e and t h e o t h e r рошегө t h a t ho was a man o f peace s e e k i n g 

( 1 ) DeBoFoPo S e r i e s Тһгөвв v o l o շ 9 Henderson t o H a l i f a » 9 1 2 t h SgptoebQio 1938 

p。 297 · 

( 2 ) I b i d . 9 Append ix 1 9 1 3 t h รsp tembsro 1938β ρ · 6 5 4 0 
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I s g i t ì a a t e ende« On h i s v i s i t t o B r i t a i n Η Θ Π Ι Θ Ι Π c r e s t e d a t r emsกdous 

i m p r e s s i o n o A s h t o n Gwa tk iก юа8 v e r y i røp resssd by hím9 H a n i s i n h e v i n g 

convinced him t h a i h i e causo ๑08 j us t» and t h a t no one mould s u f f e r » 

İ 9 & s t o f a l l t h e Cz©ch8o ^^ At t h Q t i m o o f t h e Way c r i s i s V a n s i t t a r t 

8 9 ո է a message t o H e n l e i n (on 2 6 t h Way) t o encou rage h i s n e g o t i a t i o n s * ( 2 ) 

H a l i f a x q u i c k l y g a i n e d t h e i m p r e s s i o n f r o m H e n l e i n v i a Nerøton» ( B r i t i s h 

Ambassador i n P r a g u e ) t h a t t h e Czechs raere i n t h e ю г о п д 0 ( 3 ) I t юаз t h i s 

p r e j u d i c i a l b a c k g r o u n d t h a t røas t o l e a d up t o t h e Runeiman m i s s i o n and 

t h e f i n a l ก©se s i 8 a t Plunie ho H i t l e r kneพ t h e B r i t i s h p o s i t i o n raell* 

H i s Charge d ° A f Ғ а 1 г ө 8 9 Шоөгюапп, summed up t h e B r i t i s h a t t i t u d e t o 

С г ө с Ы ) S l o v a k i a і ก a s e r i a s o f memoranda« ^ H i t l e r f e l t h i s шау v e r y 

c a r e f u l l y røith F rance and I t a l y t o ว 9 t h a t h i s a c t i o n i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 

must appear t o be p r o v o k e d and t h a t i t must be w l i g h t ก i n g a c t i o n a f t e r an 

i n c i d e n t * 1 » r a t h e r t h a n f o l l o w i n g d i p l o m a t i c d i s c u s s i o n s 9 c o n v i n c i n g a l l 

t h a t i n t e r v e n t i o n røould be h o p e İ Q 3 s » 
( 5 ) 

ผ e l e z e c k . t h e German ambassador 

i n P a r i e » r e p o r t e d f a i t h f u l l y F r a n c e ' ร p o s i t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t i f p l a y e d 

c a r e f u l l y F rance* ร r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e e t o C z e c h o s l o v a k i a c o u l d be d i m i n i s h e d . 

Welczeck ems s k i l f u l i n c o n v i n c i n g Bonnet o f Germany 's c a u s e . W i t h 

I t a l y H i t l e r had some e x p l a i n i n g t o d o ; t h e answer ша8 t o s u g g e s t a d e a l = 

( 1 ) I b i d . , p . 6 6 9 . 

1 , p s . 416 and 4 1 B . 

ท 0 8 . 104 1 1 1 0 6 , 107 and 1 0 9 . 

2„ n o . 2 2 1 , and t h e d i r e c t i v e t o t h e 

and 1 4 4 . 

( 2 〉 DoB.FoP. S e r i e s T h r e e , v o l . 

( 3 ) I b i d . 9 р 0 

( 4 ) D .G .F.Po, S e r i e s D, V o l . I , 

( 5 ) See O.GeF.P. S e r i e s D, v o l . 

L u f t a a f f e 9 n o . 2 2 5 , 

( 6 ) See I b i d o , v o l . 1 , ก 0 8 . 120 
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p o s s i b i s German s u p p o r t f o r I t a l y i n N o r t h A f r i c a » i n r e t u r n f o r I t a l i a n 

m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t F rance and Grea t B r i t a i n i f need be a f t a r t h e 

o c c u p a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . H i t l e r hoped I t a l y røould dram t r o ò p e f r o m 

t h e M a g i n o t l i n e 9 and a l s o hoped t h a t t h a I t s l i a n Navy røould өпдадө t h e 

Roya l Navy i n t h e P l e d i t e r r a n e a n « ^ ^ M u s s o l i n i ผas n o t p r e p a r e d t o go 

a l o n g G O f f l p l e t e l y w i t h H i t l e r 9 a n d o n t h i 3 y a n d o t h e r p o i n t s » t h e c a r e e r 

d i p l o m a t e and s e n i o r o f f i c e r s o f t h e H igh Command became raorriedp 8 ІПСЄ 

m i l i t a r y p l a n n i n g ผas peased t h e f i r s t e t a g e and now i n t o t h e phase o f 

m i n u t e p l a n n i n g » t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t H i t l e r ผอบId пош heve t o д ө а г a l l h i s 

d i p l o m a t i c n a n o a u v r e s to f i t fflilitsry scheme. Hsre l a y c o n s i d e r a b l e 

danger « o f t h e s i t u a t i o n e s c a l a t i n g Ьөуоกd H i t l e r ' s c o n t r o l » I t юа3 a t 

t h i s p o i n t t h a t H i t l a r t o o k a v e r y f i n e l y c a l c u l a t e d r i s k 9 b u t he гааз 

a b s o l u t s l y c o n v i n c e d h8 »as r i g h t . The re 0ЭРӨ t h e moments o f doub t» шһөก 

t h e R o y a l Navy fflobilieed on 2 7 t h Sep tember 9 o f t h e h a r r a s s i n g v i s i t f r o m 

A d m i r a l Raeder and t h e murmura f r o m t h e H i g h Conmand 9 and t h e arøareness 

t h a t p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Gsrmany ЮӨ8 d e f i n i t e l y a g a i n s t шаг . ТһөрQ ша8 

t h e h a l f - f e a r t h a t he m i g h t have t o c l i m b doผก» The f i n a l ou tcome has 

been r e l a t e d many t i m e s - o f hoพ C h a m b e r l a i n r o s e t o H i t l e r 1 8 b a i t o T h i s 

» 8 8 t h e t o u c h o f g e n i u s » 

A f t e r Mun i ch t h e f i n a l l i q u i d a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a юа8 t o be e x e c u t e d 

ฅ i t h the sems m e t i c u l o u s s k i l l 0 A g a i n t h e r e ша8 t o Ьө t h e звтв c a r e f u l 

p o l i t i c a l h a n d l i n g backed b y r e s o l u t e m i l i t a r y d i r e e t i v e S o On 1 1 t h Novenbgr 

G o r i n g c a l l e d f o r са гвр as d i d C o n s u l D r u f f e l i n P r a s s b u r g on 1 5 t h November 

( 1 ) Ses Ibído 9 n o . 132 · 
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t o ІУоегюапп i n B e r l i n , í 1 ) and a ffillitsry d i r e c t i v e o f 1 7 t h December c a l l e d 

f o r f p e a c e f u l l i q u i d a t i o n ' · H i t l e r had no сэө?г!өё« H i8 c a l c u l a t i o n s 

and RieŁhode had a l l p r o v e d t h e m s e l v e s 0 Germany app laudac i him9 b u t «any 

had Ьөэก røorried l e s t t h e ผ e s t e m a l l i e s had s t o o d t h e i r g r o u n d 0 T h i s 

p e r i o d ehorøs hoш c o m p l e t e l y s h r o u d s d i n power H i t l e r røas and hoи v a s t 

ผ a s t h e gap o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n tøith h i s p e o p l e , d e s p i t e t h e p ropaganda 

and t h e a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f t h o u a a n d e ) t h i s phenomenon шаә t o r e a l i s e 

i t s s l f move 80 i n t h e f o l i o พ i n g yea r and d u r i n g BBTf o f һош H i t l e r ผ 8 8 

c o m p l e t e l y 8©parat© f r o m h i s p e o p l e i n t e r s e o f a commun i t y o f s p i r i t р 

y e t h o l d i n g t h e рөшег o f l i f s and d s a t h o v e r t h e n 9 añd s t i l l а Ы ө t o 

c o n v i n c e them by e v e r y s p e c i o u s means p o s s i b l e o f t h e r i g h t n e s e o f h i s 

p o l i c i e s * The re ШЭ8 t h i s v s r y marked p s y c h o l o g i c a l gap betrøeen h i s 

« a j o r p o l l c i e s ø Germany 9 8 ргоЫе(Я8 9 and H i t l s r էհ© f a n a t i c a l Nazi« t h e 

C 0 í i i a g Í 0 U 8 9 m a l i g n a n t @ v i l ° d o e r . Pe rhaps u n c a n e c l o u s l y »any Germane had 

made a p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n on t h e q u e s t i o n o f 1 means* and ' e n d s 1
9 and t h e i r 

e t h i c a l r e l a t i o n e h i p « The f a n a t i c a l Naz i s u p p o r t e r s 9 t h e r e g u l a r 

a t t e n d e r e a t t h e Nuremberg autumn r a l l i e s made กQ such d s c i e i o ก о Fo r 

m i l l i o n s t h o u g h H i t l e r ผ88 p r e c a r i o u s l y b a l a n c e d i n a eystef f l o f t h e  91ά98ΘΓ 

o f e v i l s 1 о Affloคg many t h e r e юав emorg ing t h e t r a g i c s p e c t r e o f f a t a l i s m J > 

o f a d e s t i n y beyond t h e i r c o n t r o l р and o f s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o i t « T h i s røas 

էհ© h i g h « พ a t e r røark o f Gernan f a s c i s m o By O c t o b e r , 1938 H i t l e r had a l r e a d y 

®ede h i s p?epera t ion8 9 n o t o n l y f o r t h e f i n a l diemGคЬөгшвกt o f S l o v a k i s 9 

b u t a l s o f o r P o l a n d ^ №柳ө1 and t h e C o r r i d o r , The f l a n k had t o be s e c u r e d 

( 1 ) See I b i d ^ v o l « 29 n o . 119 

( 2 ) See I b i d » no0 152« 



- 105 -

b e f o r e t h e r o a d t o Шагзаю พ88 o p e n . The a v e r a o e Gsrman haa ъо a c c e p t 

t h i s f e a r f u l l o t røithout q u e s t i o n . 

On 1 4 t h Narch» 193? Pope P i u s « і i s s u e d h i s θ ก c y c l i c a l 9
 M W i t 

B rennender So rgs * 0
9 an open condemn f i t i on o f Naz i p h i l o s o p h y and m e t h o d s 0 

I t С8Ю9 t o o l a t e t o e f f e c t i v e l y psdee(ท t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e German Roman 

C a t h o l i c Churcho moreover i t d i d n o t go f a r enough t o c a r r y r e e l f o r c e o 

I t n e v e r a t t a c k e d t h e n a t u r e o f t o t a l i t a r i s ก l e m o r t h e b a s i s o f Naz i 

a u t h o r i t y 0 I n o t h e r røords i t n s v e r q u o З І i o n e d t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f Na2i 

r u l e 9 no r d i d i t i s s u e any s p e c i f i c d i r e c t i v e s t o t h e German l a i t y » 

I t c o u l d n e v e r ha¥Q been i n t e r p r e t e d as a c a l l f o r d e f l a n c e 9 and d e s p i t o 

t h e f a c t t h a t i t came f r o m th@ head o f t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church t h e 

Gemen h i e r a r c h y rerøained s i n g u l a r l y unmoved. E v e n t s b o r e t h i s o u t o 

At t h e t i m e o f t h e A n s c h l u s s t h e N a z i s denaคded t h a t t h e Church s u p p o r t 

t h e s t a t e i n t h e p l e b i s c i t e t h a t ผas t o Го ї іош» There ша8 กо s i g n o f 

o p p o s i t i o n t o t h i s f r o m t h e p r i e s t h o o d ; i n t h e p l e b i s c i t © o f 1 0 t h A p r i l 9 

1938ρ 99·0β% a r e supposed t o have c o n c u r r e d o I n t h e p r e » and p o s t ° № u n i c h 

p e r i o d i t i s t r u e t o aay t h a t i n g e n e r a l t h s Roman C a t h o l i c Church 

p u r s u e d a v e r y p a t r i o t i c l i n e . Ths Chureh ผΘ3 c e r t a i n l y Joyous raith 

e v e r y o n e e l s e t h a t шаг hed been a v e r t e d and t h a t t h e Sudeten Gsrnaก8 had 

b e e n r e t u r n e d t o t h e R e i c h » t h e r e ШӨГӨ Te Deueis a n d 8 P 8 C İ 8 İ р г а у ө г з 

Ł h r o u g h o u t Germany» The t h r e e German C a r d i n a l s c o n g r a t u l a t e d H i t l e r on 

h i e a c h i e v e a e n t 0 The ผ o r d s o f many o f t h e h i e r a r c h y Ш8ГЄ l o a d e d w i t h 

e x t r e m e n a t i o n a l i e f f l o ( 1 ^ The o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e Menel r e g i o n o f L i t h u a n i f i 

on 2 3 r d Wareh , 1 9 3 9 , f о H o m i n g h a r d upoก t h e e n t r y o f Carman t r o o p s i n t o 

( 1 ) See C a r d i n a l B e r t r a m i n B a y e r i s c h e K a t h o l i s c h e K i r ch@nz©i tu»go 
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t h e r e m a i n d e r o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a оก 1 5 t h M a r c h , 1939 ша8 g r e e t e d s i m i l a r l y 

by t h e German C h u r c h . I n F e b r u a r y » 1939 a new Roman C a t h o l i c newspaper , 

H D e r Neue W i l l © H , p r o d u c Đ d i n F r a n k f u r t - a m « W a i n » p r a i s e d H i t l e r and พhet 

he had a c h i e v e d 9 and a l s o s u p p o r t e d a c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p betraeen t h e 

R e i c h and t h e C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s « A l t h o u g h t h e Roman C a t h o l i c Church hed 

no such p o l i c y i t d i d a c t 9 กօոօէհ@1տ88 9 as a u n i f y i n g f o r c a dur ing t h i s 

p e r i o d o f e x p a n s i o n , o f d rs f f i i ng t o g e t h e r t h e s c a t t e r e d l a n d s o f t h e R e i c h o 

At t h e t i m e o f t h a pogroms o f 9 t h Novembert 1 9 3 8 9 ( f o l l o t s i n g t h e 

a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f a Naz i Embassy o f f i c i a l i n P a r i s by a s e v e n t e e n yøa r o l d 

J e w i s h b o y ) none o f t h e Church l e a d e r s эрокө o u t a t once a g a i n s t them* 

O n l y P r o v o s t L i c h t e n b e r g i n B e r l i n p u b l i c l y denounced t h e sad ism añd 

i c o n o c l a s m o f t h e pogroms i n a ผө11«клоюก ser f f ioก«(1) From t h e s e c u r i t y 

o f t h e UoS.A. D i e t r i c h B e n h o e f f e r denounced them t o o . I n t h e s e r v i c e 

o f t h s C o n f e s s i n g Church he พas t o r e t u r n t o h i s homeland on t h e o u t b r e a k 

o f พаг t o шогк f o r t h e p o l i t i c a l o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r « Геш c o u l d hava 

Ьв©п BOre f o r c e f u l t h a n h©5 w H i t l s r І 8 t h e A n t i - C h r i e t * We must 

a c c o r d i n g l y p r o c e e d w i t h o u r шогк and e r a d i c a t e h i m 9 no m a t t e r rahethep he 

І 8 s u c c e s s f u l o r ก 0 · β I ก 1945 B o n h o e f f e r raas t o d i® a t t h e hands o f t h s 

hangman i n a Gestapo p r i s o n a t F l o s s e n b u r g f o r d o i n g t h a t røhich he kne» 

* ° be r i g h t * Th is i s i n marked c o n t r a s t w i t h severa l т ө » Ь ө г 3 o f thQ 

h İ B r a r c h y o B i s h o p ธ e r n i n g o f Osnabrück t o o k g r e a t p r i d e i n h i s o f f i c i a l 

r a " k o f P r u s s i a n S t a a t s r a t and Sena to r o f t h e German Akademiâo Hs Ш88 

b a l a n c e d up by t h e famous l e a d e r s o f t h e German Church r e s i s t a n c e movement 

( 1 ) Ä l f o n s Erb î B e r n h a r d L i c h t e ก b © r g 5 Oomprobet von st« Hødrøig z u B g r l i ก 

B e r l i n p 1 9 4 9 в p« 4 3 в 
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and t h e h u n d r e d s o f p r i e s t s and laymeñ ๗าO s u f r e r s a and d i e o 1 ก Dachau 

and t h e o t h e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps. 

The рошвг o f t h e Church i n t h e Naz i e t a t Q İ 8 บ ก ю ө а ร น r a b l e . Tha t 

էհ© Naz ie r e a l i s e d hora e f f e c t i v e l y i t c o u l d be used İ 8 i n d i c a t i v e enough 

o f i t s h o l d o v e r t h e German l e i t y « T h i s ผas t o әгеегдб v e r y s t a r k l y as 

t h e shadorø o f шаг c r e p t o v e r t h e Cermsn p e o p l e о The Roman C a t h o l i c 

M i l i t a r y B i s h o p 9 F ranz J o s e f Ra rkoพsk ip o v e r t l y p p o - N a z i 9 used i n d o c t r i n 

a t i o n i n th@ g u i s o o f r e l i g i o n t o c o n v i n c e any s c e p t i c a l German s o l d l a r * 

A l l o f h i s c h a p l a i n s 9 c a r e f u l l y e c r o e n e d t toœed t h e saffiQ l i n o » Any 

s o l d i e r шһо had m i s g i v i n g s abou t t h e m o r e l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f N a z i a g g r e s s i o n 

røould воชก f i n d է h e t h i s p r o b l e m шаө 8พept аюау i n a t o r r e n t o f n a t i o n a l » 

i s t i c o u t p o u r i n g s * H i e l e t t e r » o f 2 7 t h P o b r u a r y 9 1938 , t o a l l c h a p l a i n s 

aod Roraaก C a t h o l i c s o l d i e r s i n t h e R e i c h army r e a d է M T h e s o l d i e r l y 

c a l l i n g i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m a l l o t h e r p r o f e s s i o n s and t a a k s i n t h i s : 

t h a t one© t h e o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e has been srøorก 9 i t demanda t h e h e r o i c 

d e d i c a t i o n t o a c o n s c i o u s and i n f l e x i b l e p r i n c i p i e » Thus t h s m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g programme t o ա հ i c h you have Ьөэп c e l l e d a t t h e m i l l o f t h e Supreme 

Commander r e p r e s e n t s t h e h i g h e s t s e r v i c e t o M V o l k M and м иа і© г1апс і и * и 

The p o s i t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l Germans t i g h t g n e d under t h e p r e s s u r e o f 

d i r e c t i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o ก by H i t l e r » For t h e m a j o r i t y t h e p o i n t o f no 

r e t u r n had no» been r e a c h e d 9 I ก t r a c i n g t h e a c t i o n s o f s e l e c t e d i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h e f o r c e e o p e r e t i n g ff and t h e o p i n i o n s t h g y i o p a r t h e l p e d t o shape raill 

ө т в г д в 0 One m a j o r p o i n t ©h ieh muet be c o n s i d e r e d i s t h e deg ree t o røhich 

i n d i v i d u a l s шәге b y no© b a i n g srøept a l o n g b y t h e t i d ๑ o f θ v e n t s G r e e t e d b y 

th© М а г і J u g g e r n a u t « บ ก d o u b t o d l y , p e r s o n a l r e a c t i o n s and o p i n i o s Q ๐ © ř © 

t a n d i n g t o move f rora e x p e d i e n t t o e x p e d i e n t a r a t h e r t h a n f o l l o w i n g f r o m 
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f i x e d p r e c o n c e p t i o n s . For many i t юаз v e r y much a p o l i c y o f d r i r t , 

t empered by a d e g r e e o f c a u t i o n i n t h e f a c e o f p o s s i b l e r a s h a c t i o n by 

H i t l s r ю Ы с һ m i g h t p r e c i p i t a t e an บ ก t s ก a b l e p o s i t i o n f o r t h e R e i c h * 

On ly է h o 8 6 mho шөге пою mak ing a c l e a r - c u t s t a n d a g a i n s t H i t l e r can» 

i n t h i s 8ӨП8Ө 9 be r e g a r d e d ae h a v i n g a f i x e d v i e œ p o i n t o f t h e N a z i S t a t e « 

The p o s i t i o n o f f o u r l e a d i n g German ambassadors 8ҺОЮ8 һош men шһо 

mere e s s e n t i a l l y non-Na2Í8 c lung t o o f f i c e i n the g rea to r i n t e r e s t o f 

Germany r a t h e r t h a n l o y a l t y t o t h e r e g i n e ; D i e c k h o f f i n Wash ing ton» 

von Dirtc88ก і ก Tokyo 9 and t h e n London է von d e r S e h u l e n b e r g i n ท08Є0Ш, 

and von H a s s e l l i n Rorøe. P e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t œas a s t r o n g 8 l e m e n 1 9 b u t 

based on a p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m and i n t e g r i t y o f b a c k g r o u n d t h a t was t h e 

a n t i t h e s i s o f Nazismo T h i s ผ 8 8 t h e see ra ing l y i r r e c o n c i l a b l e p a r a d o x 

o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n * The u l t i m a t e q u e s t i o n І 8 һош f a r , i n f a c t , œas t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n p a r a d o x i c a l ? 

D i ö c k h o f f i n Wash ing ton s t r e s s e d t o Ş e r l i n » t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a t t e r 

p a r t o f 1937 and t h e พ ho l e o f 1938 9 t h e need f o r c a u t i o n » and (Darned 

t h a t i n d i f f e r e n c e t o Amer i can o p i n i o n c o u l d be f a t a l , e s p e c i a l l y 8S she 

w o u l d f o l l o f f l t h e B r i t i s h l i n e . ( 1 ) On 22nd Watch , 1938 , u s i n g a speech 

made s h o r t l y b e f o r e by t h e ПӨШ Amer i can ambassador t o t h e U n i t e d Kingdom» 

Кеกกedy 9 he a r g u e d t h a t юһ11ө t h e i s o l a t i o n i s t s юеге v o c a l s t i l l and t h e 

gove rnmen t seemed d e t e r m i n e d t o keep i t s hande f r e e 9 A n e r i c a mou ld come 

i n t o a c o n f l i c t i f C r e a t B r i t a i n were i n v o l v e d . A f t e r t h e A n s c h l u s s he 

r e p e a t e d t h i s , o n 22กd M a r c h , and added t h a t a n t i - G e r m a n f e e l i n g юав 

( 1 ) See D . G . F . P . S e r i e s D 9 v o l . л9 f o r December» 1937 . 
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g r o m i n g i n t h e U.S.A . D i e c k h o f f kne» h i s b u s i n e s s - he d e t e c t e d Ш8І1 

i n advance a l l t h e p i t f a l l s o f Naz i d i p l o m a c y and røished t o f o r e s t a l l 

them t h r o u g h sound p r o f e s s i o n a l a d v i c e . H i s m o t i v e s mere c e r t a i n l y 

h o n o u r a b l e * Нө Ш88 o f t h e o l d s c h o o l , y e t f o u n d he c o u l d o n l y keep 

h i s p o s i t i o n by шогк і пд f o r t h e N a z i s i n e v e r y s e n s e . S i m i l a r l y BBİth 

t h e o t h e r s * From Moscoœ von d e r Schulenb8rg used a l l h i s s k i l l e t o 

f a i t h f u l l y r e l a y t o t h e t l l i l h e l m e t r a e s e t h e R u s s i a n p i c t u r e * On 2 7 t h 

November 9 1937 he c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e U .S .S .R . Ш88 d o m i n a t e d b y t h e f e a r 

o f Germany and t h a t t h i s œas t h e b a s i s f o r t h e S o v i e t p a c t e røith F r a n c e 

and С гесИов Іоvak l a» and t h e i n c r e a s e d amarneกէ e x p e n d i t u r e * He s a i d 

t h a t t h e y e a r s o f t e r r o r had g r e a t l y weakened he r and t h a t she røas h e a d i n g 

e c o n o m i c a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y 9 f o r a d e p r e s s i o n * ( 1 ) On 1 6 t h may, 1938 he 

s t a t e d t h a t L i t v i n o v ' e vague эрөесһ on A b y a s i n i a ผаз f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f 

t h e weak p o s i t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t Un ion i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s r e s u l t i n g 

f r o m t h e b l o o d y d o m e s t i c βven t s» and i n a memorandum o f 5 t h J u l y 9 1938 

he s a i d t h e э р е ө с һ showed d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t o v e r t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 

S o v i e t บก ioก œ i t h t h e d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s and t h e League o f N a t i o n s » and 

marked t h e end o f c l o s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n œ i t h F rance and B r i t a i n * ( 2 ) He 

t o o ШЭ8 s e r v i n g h i s p o l i t i c a l m a s t e r s ա 1 է հ a l l t h e шеароกร i n h i s a m o u r y · 

One t h o u g h шһо шаร n o t a b s o l u t e l y p r o f s s s i o n a l l y l o y a l t o H i t l e r ผ88 von 

Н888ЄІ1 i n Rome* Нө шаร removed i n t h e shake -up o f 4 t h F e b r u a r y 9 1938 · 

C iano ша8 c e r t a i n l y p l e a s e d w i t h าh is r e m o v a l * The l a t t e r c o n s i d e r e d hiff i 

( 1 ) See i b i d 9 f o r November» 1937 . 

( 2 ) See i b i d , f o r may and J u l y , 1938 
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a " J u n k e r 1 1 and a n t i - f a s c i s t and a n t i - N a z i . ^ He шаз v e r y much a g a i n s t 

t h e c r e o d , b u t t h i s had n o t p r e v e n t e d h im f r o m d o i n g a v e r y t h o r o u g h j o b . 

On 1 5 t h J a n u a r y * 1937 he a d v o c a t e d t o B e r l i n t h a t ա 1 է հ r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 

S p a n i s h C i v i l Шаг p o s i t i o n t h a t a d i l a t o r y a t t i t u d e t o Grea t B r i t a i n s h o u l d 

be s h o ผ ก 9 p o s s i b l y a ռօէ@ s h o u l d be s e n t s u g g e s t i n g t h e d e l a y o f j o i n t 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , 80 t h a t Ғ r a n c o m o u l d h a v e e n o u g h men a n d a rms9 80 t h a t 

s h o u l d i n t e r v e n t i o n t a k e p l a c e i t mou ld make no d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e f i n a l 

On 8 t h D e t o b e r » 1937 he i n f o r m e d t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e t h a t 

C iano nas w e l l - p l e a s e d œ l t h ท บ e s o l i n i ' s v i s i t t o B e r l i n * and on 2 1 s t 

Decembar t h a t t h e Duce шаร v r o r r i e d w i t h t h e F u h r e r n e g o t i a t i n g «Bİth 

France and B r i t a i n l e s t t h e new dynamisn o f t h e A i x be j e o p a r d i s e d . 
( 3 ) 

He œas 88 s k i l f u l » p e r c e p t i v e and f a i t h f u l i n h i s a c c u r a c y o f r e p o r t i n g 

as a n y 9 b u t d e s p i t e t h i s he s t i l l d e t e s t e d Nazism* Ha mas t o become 

" f o r e i g n a d v i e e r M t o t h e r e e i s t a ค c e ffloveraent* Von D i r k s e n ша8 v e r y 

much a k i n t o von H a s s e l l y t h o u g h юаз n e v e r 80 o v e r t l y a n t i - N a z i * A f t e r 

Tokyo һө Ф88 p o s t e d t o Londoกt s t e p p i n g i n t o R i b b e n t r o p * 8 shoes* Here 

a g a i n t h e same competence i s seen* The i n f o r m a t i o n he f o r w a r d e d юаз 

i n v a l u a b l e t o H i t l e r i n h i s c a l c u l a t i o n s . I n J u l y , 1938 he r e p e a t e d l y 

i n f o r m e d t h e F o r e i g n ต i n l e t r y t h a t t h e A n s c h l u s s had s t i r r e d up Grea t 

B r i t a i n and s t r a n g t h e n e d t h e E n t e n t e . Moœever 9 he s a i d C h a m b e r l a i n ша8 

n o n e t h e l e s s r e a d y and a b l e t o nake a s e t t l e m e n t » u n l e s s Germany used f o r c e 

i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 9 i n w h i c h case шаг wou ld be c e r t a i n . 

( 1 ) C i a n o ' s D i a r y , f o r 2 9 t h F e b r u a r y ^ 1938 . 

( 2 ) See D . G . F . P . S e r i e s D t v o l . 1 ， f o r J a n u a r y , 1937 . 

( 3 ) See i b i d . t f o r O c t o b e r - O e c e m b e r , 1 9 3 7 . 

( 4 ) See D . G . F . P . S e r İ 8 S D» v o l . 1 , f o r J u l y , 1 9 3 8 . 
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C o n s t a n t i n voก N e u r a t h , a s t r o n g opponen t o f t h e p o l i c y c o n t a i n e d 

i n t h e Ho88bach Memorandum 9 n o t s u r p r i s i n g l y Ш88 removed f r o m o f f i c e 

i n t h e F e b r u a r y 8 h a k e - u p « He ша8 o f t h e H indenbu rg q e ค e r a t i o n р and 

v e r y much a c h i l d o f i t * He had a s e c r e t d e t e s t a t i o n f o r a l l t h i n g s 

Naz і 9 b u t n o t s u f f i c i e n t f o r h im t o l e a v e t h e ฬ i l h e i ł m s t r a s s e b e f o r e he 

was d i s m i s s e d . Bu t œhatever voก N e u r a t h ' 8 s e n t i m e n t s h i s d İ 8 f f l İ 8 8 a l 

Ш88 h i g h l y p r o b a b l e i n any case« H i 8 c h a r a c t e r and p r o f f i s s i o n a i 

competence came under f i r e on s e v e r a l o c c a e i o n s t even f r o m h i s f e l l o m 

c a r e e r d i p l o m a t s . Andre F r a n c o i s - P o n c e t y t h e F r e n c h Ambassador i n 

B e r l i n s a i d he ша8 " w a n t i n g i n m o r a l C O u r a g e H f U e İ 2 s a c k e r n o t e d t h a t 

he œae a n y t h i n g ttbut d y n a m i c " 9 and D i r k s e n r e c o r d ø d t h a t he w d i d n o t 

possess any g r e a t z e a l f o r พ o r k » w N o n e t h e l e s s t h e documents speak f o r 

t h e m s e l v e s - o f h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n » and a n a l y s i n g o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and i n recoff lroending p o l i c y 9 and i n t h e f i n a l e x e c u t i o n o f 

p o l i c y d e c i d e d upon by H i t l e r . He weเs v e r y much i n v o l v e d i n t h e p r e -

A n s c h l u s s p o l i c y t o m a r d s A u s t r i a » b u i l d i n g up t o t h e d u p l i c i t y t h a t came 

i n Warch o f 1938 . On 2 1 s t November, 1936 he and Guido Schmid t had s i g n e d 

t h e Ge r roaก"Aus t r i an p r o t o c o l i n B e r l i n « I n a d d i t i o n t o a common p o l i c y 

to raarde cofflmuniem and t o m a r d s t h e c o a l i t i o n o f Danub ian s t a t e s 9 d e t a i l e d 

p r o v i s i o n ШЭ8 made f o r t h e e x e c u t i o n o f t h e agreement o f 1 1 t h J u l y 9 1 9 3 6 f 

( t h e G e r m a n - A u s t r i a n g e n t l e m e n 1 8 a g r e e m e n t ) . ^ ^ I n F e b r u a r y 9 1937 he 

v i s i t e d A u s t r i a » p u t t i n g g e n t l e p r e s s u r e on i t s g o v e r n m e n t , шагп іп๑ th❁m 

i n p a r t i c u l a r a g a i n s t a r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e Habsbu rge . By t h e autumn 

won N e u r a t h œas p r e p a r i n g i n d e t a i l t h e d i p l o m a t i c b u i l d - u p a g a i n s t A u s t r i a * 

( 1 ) D . G . F . P . S e r i e s D 9 v o l * 1 9 November. 1936 . 



- 112 -. 

On 2 ū t h September» 193? i n a c o n f e r e n c e w i t h Пасkeneen a n d v o ก P a p e n 

he a g r e e d t h a t » œ h i l e M u s s o l i n i ша8 l n B e r l i n » I t a l i a n n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e 

i n A u s t r i a had t o be s e c u r e d * On 3 0 t h September һб cof f i f f lunicated t o a l l 

e m b a s s i e s t h a t ฬ น 8 8 0 І І П І ' 8 v i s i t t o B e r l i n h a d been s u c c e s s f u l i n s o f a r 

as Cermany 1 8 and I t a l y 1 ร m u t u a l had been d e f i n e d and g u a r a n t e e d * T h a t 

he shudde red a t t h e t h o u g h t o f mhat юаз c o n t a i n e d i n t h e Hoedbach 

Memorandum 1ค ก0 way c o v e r s up h i s c o n s i d e r a b l e c o f f l p l i c i t y i n t h e 

f o r m u l a t i o n o f p o l i c y t h a t p receded» and t h e e n t e r t a i n i n g o f t h e arøesome 

p l a n s d e t a i l e d i n November» 193? b y H i t l e r * H i s d i s m i s s a l ша8 i n p a r t 

because o f h i s d i s l i k e 6 f t h i n g s N a z i and p o t e n t i a l d i s l o y a l t y 9 b u t a l s o 

because o f h i s ю а v e r i n g and l a c k o f r e a l c a l i b r e and competence t o h a n d l e 

« h a t шаз env i saged ! . Von R i b b e n t r o p seemed much more s u i t a b l e . The 

q u e s t i o n doe8 r e m a i n o f rahether von N e u r a t h œould have r e s i g n e d l a t e r 

w h a t e v e r t h e odds« H i s c a r e e r t o F e b r u a r y 9 1938 speaks o f one who 

f o l l o w e d t o t h e b e s t o f h i e a b i l i t i e s h i s m a s t e r ' s œ iehos 9 y e t w i t h o u t 

t h e t a i n t o f b e i n g a l i p » 8 ø r v a n t 9 H i s о ա ո p e r s o n a l s e l f - i n t e r e s t and 

r e g a r d f o r h i s c o u n t r y ' s p o s i t i o n g u i d ø d h i e o p i n i o n t o œ a r d G a n น ก e a s y 9 

b u t w o r k a b l e compromise ffiith Nazism» 

S i m i l a r l y œ i t h von Papent a g a i n no N a z i - l o v e r է he p l a c e d Germany 's 

i n t e r e s t e above h i a оաո p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n s . Yat l i k e voก N e u r a t h 

h i e оพก p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t i n h o l d i n g o f f i c e and t h e power i t b r o u g h t 

p r e v e n t e d h im mak ing what a t t i m e s was t h e o n l y t a n g i b l e d e c i s i o n - n a n e i у 

t o r e s i g n * H i 8 p o l i c y i n A u s t r i a шаа b l a t a n t l y g e a r e d t o t h e f u r t h e r a n c e 

o f H i t l e r 1 8 p o l i c y . I n J a n u a r y * 1937 he d e c r i e d t h e A u s t r i a n l e g i t i m i s t s 

and c l e r i c a l s as enemies o f Сөгтапу» and a d v o c a t e d p o l i t i c a l and sconomic 

i n f i l t r a t i o n i n t o A u s t r i a * f o u n d e d he t h o i ^ h t on an i n s t i t u t i o n euch 8 8 
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էհ© C e n t r a l European I n s t l t u t Q i n Vi©nna» He &İ80 ř Q i a i n d a d Q ø r l i ก t h a t 

I t a l y 9 эกее 8һө had f i n i s h e d ա ! է հ Spa in» m i g h t n o t l i k e Ceraan Q ñ e r o a c h i s i s n t 

i n A u s t r i a » ( 1 ) I n Play o f t h e ввтө  yea r h© began t o b u l l y Schmid t 9 шһо 

had j u s t r e t u r n e d much s n c o u r e g e d f rora Londen and P a r i s , s a y i n g t h a t 

A u s t r i a raust r a d i c a l l y change һ ө г p o l i c y to raards t h e røestern a l l i é e » 

and t h a t Germany mou ld n o t i o l @ r a t e B r i t i s h i n%@r fa rence i n Ceกէpa l Europe« 
( շ ) 

Horøevar 9 i n eoßipa?ison míth h i s p o l i t i c a l s u p e r i o r s he шав m o d e r s t i o n 

p e r s o ค i f l e d o Once һә r Q a l i s e d พ h i c h шау t h e ผ i ñ d Ю88 b l o w i n g f o r A u s t r i a 

he u r g e d а ШОГӨ r e a s o n a b l e a p p r o a c h « s h o r ø i n g d i s a p p r o v a i o f i n c r © a s i n g 

N a z i i n f i l t r a t i o n » i n d o c t r i n a t i o ก 9 and s u b v e r s i v o p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y 0 

On l e t J u l y 9 1937 he conc ludQd t h a t t h e agrsQfnent o f J u l y p 1936 aas 

e s e e n t i a l f o r t h e รนece88 o f German f o r e i g n p o l i c y i n A u s t r i a 9 Զคd է h a t 9 

t o e n s u r e e o n t i n u f i ฅ c e o f l t р A u s t r i a n f e a r s o f a n n s x a t i o n Qrøuld havQ t o 

be r e m o v Q d o ^ ^ I n th© Мета Year o f 1938 he d s a c r i b e d i n c i d e n t s ա հ i c h 

j u s t i f i e d t h a c h a r g e t h a t Germany ատ8 i n t e r f e r i n g i n A u s t r i a n d o m e s t i c 

a f f a i r S p ^ and o n 2 7 t h J a n u a r y , 1938 he i n f o r m e d von N e u r a t h t h a t p l a n s 

f o r a Naz i p u t s c h h a d b e e n 8 0 İ 2 8 d i n a r a i d o n the A u s t r i a n N a z i H«Qo 

and t h i s had σ ο ค v i n c e d Schuechn igg t h a t t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n c o u l d n o t 

be a l lo f f lQd t o c o n t i n u © , ^ 5 ^ T h i s ша8 t h e d i c h o t o m y von Papรก and o t h e r s 

f a c e d р o f a t t e n p t i ก g t o d i r e c t e p o l i c y t h e y i n e v i t a b l y had no c o n t r o l 

OVBT9 and o f b e i n g used by th® Naz i l s a d e r s o Von P a p ® ก р ө ғ з о п а ! vises 

( 1 ) i b i d o 9 f o r J a n u a r y , 1 9 3 ? , 

( 2 ) i b i d o 1, f o r may, 1 9 3 7 о 

( 3 ) DoGoF.Po รอTİBB D 9 v o l o 1 , f o r J u l у 9 1 9 3 7 · 

( 4 ) I b i d o 9 f o r 1 s t J u l y , 1 9 3 8 · 

( 5 ) I b i d o р f o r J a n u a r y 9 1 9 3 8 o 
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o f s e e k i n g h o n o u r a b l e means το l e g i t i m a t e ends» some o f шЫсһ €вте v e r y 

much m i t h i n t h e N a z i o r b i t , mere b e s m i r c h e d he c o n s i d e r e d by u n e t h i c a l 

a c t s o f p o l i t i c a l b e h a v i o u r * H i s r e c a l l r e l e a s e d h im f г о я an i m p o s s i b l e 

e i t u a t i o n » b u t one шһ1сһ he had t a k e n aJ l o n g t i n e t o r a t i o n a l i s e . I n 

t h o Naz i r e g i m e he İ8 i n marked c o n t r a s t œ i t h t h e von R i b b e n t r o p s » f o r 

œhom t h e r e шәге no s u b t i t l e s o f e f f l phas ie , o r s e a r c h i n g o f c o n e c i o u e . 

R i b b e n t r o p and h i e k i n d f o u n d t h e i r p o s i t i o n c l o a r - c u t i any sense o f 

с a u t i o ก mas t o t a l l y a b s e n t - he p u r s u e d r i g o r o u s l y a p o l i c y t o w h i c h he 

ШӘ8 p e r s o n a l l y d e d i c a t e d 9 i r r e s p e c t i v e o f c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o t h e r s f o u n d o f 

p a r a f ă u n t i m p o r t a n c e . By t h e and o f 1937 R i b b e n t r o p ша8 c o n v i n c e d t h a t 

any hope o f an Ang lo -Cermaก a l l i a n c e Ш88 f u t i l e , and he s e n t a memorandu๓ 

t o t h i s e f f e c t t o H i t l e r . He c o n f i r m e d t h i s i n a n o t h e r menorandun o f 

2nd J a n u a r y , 1 9 3 в . He added i n t h i s t h a t t h e R e i c h s h o u l d raait u n t i l 

C r o a t B r i t a i n had s e v e r e d he r c o n n e c t i o n s œ i t h Japan and I t a l y 80 t h a t 

she u o u l d have t o g i v e i n o r f a c e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 

B r i t i s h D n p i r e i n Europe and t h e Far Eas t * ^ ^ Here ttas t h e s t a r k r a a l i t y 

o f t h e a r c h - N a z і p r o f e s s i o n a l d i p l o m a t , t o t a l l y l o y a l  to h i s l e a d e r and 

h i e cause* 

There œers many o t h e r s o f von R i b b e n t r o p ' 8 i l k 9 l e s s i m p o r t a n t i n 

s t a t u e 9 b u t o f t h e same d i e p o e i t i o n s * Uhen Charge d v A f f a i r é e i n London 

Woermaกก shottjed r e m a r k a b l e a l a c r i t y i n t r a c i n g t h e c h a n g i n g c l i m a t e o f 

o p i n i o n and s i g n i f i c a n c e o f B r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s w i t h t h e s k i l l and 

i n t e n s i t y o f one l o y a l t o t h e Naz i c a u s e . On 5 t h 0 c t o b o r 9 1937 he r e p o r t e d 

t h a t t h e B r i t i s h gove rnmen t had s e v e r e l y r e p r i m a n d e d H e r b e r t П о г г і ร ฮ ท f o r 

( 1 ) I b i d » , f o r J a n u a r y , 1938 · 
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h i s І ค f l a m a t o r y l@t t@r a g a i n s t Иігіет 9 ( 1 ) and r e p o r t s d i n d e t a i l , m i t h h i s 

own vÍBms9 Eden '8 a t t a c k i n t h e Commons on Germany and I t a l y * On 1 4 t h 

Jaกนагу» 1938 S i r R o b e r t V a ก e i t t a r t we8 a p p o i n t e d C h i e f D i p l o m a t i c A d v i s e r 

t o t h e B r i t i s h Governmonto Шоегюөกก i n f o r m a d von № u r a t h t h a t h i s 

r e m o v e i f r o m էԽ F o r e i g n O f f i c e r s s u l t a d f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t he ШЭ8 

c o n s i d e r e d t o o p r o « F r e n c h f t h o u g h a d e f i n i t e change i n B r i t i s h f o r s i g n 

p o l i c y шаз น ก l i k s l y 8ІПСЄ Cadogaก 9 3 v ieœs 8Q©med l a r g e l y t o c o i n c i d a พ i t h 

Eden'8· He fa thomed o u t any s i g n i f i c a n t s h i f t i n B r i t i s h f Q Q l i n g . On 

22nd A p r i l 9 1938 he r 3 p o r Í Q d t h a t U n d ø r - S e c r e t a r y R.Ар B u t l e r s t r e s s e d 

h i s оաո d s s i r Đ p and t h e d e s i r s o f t h e B r i t i s h gove rnmen t f o r an u n d o r -

s t a n d i n g » i t h Germany» a n d 9 r e f e r r i n g t o Czecho8 İovak i&9 had s a i d t h e 

manner i n шһ1сһ Germany a c h i e v e d h e r n a t i o n a l a ims røould be d 9 C İ 8 İ v @ f o r 

t h e a t t i t u d e o f B r i t a i n , i 3 ^ L a t Q t i n 1938 , a f t e r Í4นกich , as C h i e f o f 

t h e W i l h s l m s t г а з а о ' 8 S e c r e t a r i a t 9 ho s e n t & memorandum t o H i t l e r on t h e 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n q u e s t i o n . He s a i d an i n d e p e n d e n t C z e c h o s l o v a k i a c o u l d 

be e a s i l y p e n © t r a t e d o Нө s u g g e s t e d s t e p s s h o u l d be t a k e n t o i n f l u e n c e 

l e a d i n g РӨГ80П8 i n S l o v a k i a t o h e l p g a i n c o n t r o l s and t h a t the o l d H g n l e i n 

t e c h n i q u e s Ьө u s e d 9 fflith t h e u s u a l s t r o n g c l a i m s o f pasudo m o r a l f o r c e 9 

e s p e c i a l l y o f s G İ f - d e t e r m i ก a t i o ñ o H e r s шаз t h e minő a n d i n c l i n a t i o n s 

o f a p r o f e s s i o n a l юһо had t e s t e d thQ successes o f Nazism and ผho пою 

c o m m i t t g d h i m s e l f t o t a l l y t o i t s ก Q x t p r o ^ 

One man шһо ha8 a p p Q a r e d t o bQ m o r e e n i g m a t i c t h a n m o s t o f t h e u p p e r 

( 1 ) I b i d o 9 f o r 5 t h O c t o b e r , 1937 · 

( 2 ) I b i d o 9 f o r November, 1937о 

( 3 ) D.G.F.P.9 S e r i e s D9 v o l a շ 9 2nd A p r i l » 1938o 

0 0 I b i d * р 7 t h O c t o b e r , 1938„ n o , 45о 



• 116 -

e c h e l o n s i n t h e Naz i s t a t e i n t h e d e a l i n g s o f 1938 юа8 s t a t e S e c r e t a r y 

von W e i z s ä c k e r . I n some r e s p e c t a t h e r e seems t o be l i t t l e c o n s i s t e n c y 

i n h i s a p p r o a c h t o Germany 's i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n , y e t h e r e p e r h a p s 

l i e s t h e ansrøer« He Ш88 s u r e l y an s m i r i c i s t and a p r a g m a t i s t 9 шһо 

s k i l f u l l y t h r e a d e d h i s шау t h r o u g h c i r c u m s t a n c e s as t h e y c h a n g e d . H i s 

g r e a t f e a r พаө t h a t h i t l e r * 3 f a n a t i c a l adhe rence t o c e r t a i n g o a l s œ i t h o u t 

due c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e mechan i cs o f how t h e y c o u l d be a t t a i n e d 9 œould 

p r e c i p i t a t e Germany i n t o а юаг 8 һ ө c o u l d n o t hand leo Bu t he œas» i n 

many way89 88 e q u a l l y h y p n o t i s e d by H i t l e r ^ 8uccd3808 as t h e n e x t mán· 

H i s o p i n i o n s changed as Germany*8 f o r t u n e s c h a n g e d . I n Novembert 1937» 

i n a memorandumt һө a d v o c a t e d Anglo-German c o - o p e r a t i o n 9 f o r i n s t a n c e 

on t h e d i e e l o s u r e o f a rma๓ents . ( 1 ) and 0ก 2 0 t h December 9 1 9 3 7 f he i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t he юа8 i n f a v o u r o f an agreement m i t h Grea t B r i t a i ก 9 and f a i l u r e t o 

do 80 m i g h t d r i v e h e r t o s u p p o r t F r a n c e and t h e L i t t l e E n t e n t e All iaกG8« 

However by №ш Year» 1 9 3 8 , w i t h a change o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s 9 he i s s t a t i n g 

t h a t t h e o n l y c o n c e s s i o n Germany ean make t o C r e a t B r i t a i n юаз an armament 

l i m i t a t i o n » 
( 3 ) 

and i n a m i n u t e o f 2 0 t h J a n u a r y , 1938 l l l g i z s e c k e r r e c a l l e d 

һош von N e u r a t h rniehsd no r e p l y t o be made t o t h e B r i t i s h e n q u i r y c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e a b o l i t i o n o f bombing p l a n e . ^ L a t e r ผ e i r s a c k e r d e l v e d d e e p l y i n t o 

t h e i n p l i c a t i o n s o f Eden*8 r e s i g n a t i o n f o r G e r m a n y . ( 5 ) A t t h e t i m e o f 

t h e พนn ich agreement һө manted Grea t B r i t a i n t o s t a n d f i r m o v e r 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ! he went so f a r as t o send a message t o t h e B r i t i s h Г о г в і д п 

( 1 ) D . G . F . P . S e r i e s D, v o l . 1 ， loth November, 1 9 3 7 . 

( 2 ) I b i d . , 2 0 t h December, 193? . 

( 3 ) I b i d . , 1 7 t h J a n u a r y , 1938 . 

( 4 ) I b i d . , 2 0 t h J a n u a r y , 1 9 3 ร . 

( 5 ) I b i d . , 2 1 s t F e b r u a r y , 1938 . 
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O f f i c e a d v i s i n g a f r a n k B r i t i s h s t a t e m e n t h o p i n g шаг t røu ld be p t e v â n t d d » 

and t h a t t h s N s z i r e g i m e c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y s u r v i v s such a d i p l o m a t i c 

d e f e a t . Togeth@r ผ i t h f o r m ฬ R s i c h ' e C h a n c e l l o r Joseph W i r t h he had 

opened up a c h a n n e l o f eomrøun iea t i oค8 f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d t o Englande 0ก 

5 t h Sep t smbs r 9 1938 t h e messags ผ9ПІ v i a t h e B r i t i s h l e g a t i o n i n S w i t z e r l a n d 

t o L o n d o n 9 u r g i n g t h e P r ime n i ñ i s t e r t o t a k € 8 f i r m a t a n d a g a i n s t H i t l e r p ^ 

» M t h e d e c l a r a t i o n œ@ s u g g e s t c a n n o t Ьө t o o u n e q u i v o c a l and f i r m enough 

f o r t h e p u r p o s e i n q u e s t i o n Garman p a t r i o t s 8ΘΘ ño o t h Q ř шау o u t o f 

է һә d i lemma e x c e p t і ก с l o 88 e o » o p @ r a t i o ค tøith t h g B r i t i s h go vorr i f f leคt i ñ 

o r d s r t o p r Q v s n t t h e g r Q a t erim@ o f ผ 8 Г « М UhQก Hgndsrsoก i n B g r l l n 

r e c e i v e d t h e ffl@88ags һб neva r know t h a t t h g id@a o f a s t i f f n o c a m s 

f r o m von ฬ @ i Z 8 8 c k e p 9 end had t h g 3 9 P Í 0 U 3 b a c k i n g o f S i r Horace W i l s o n and 

t h e B r i t i s h F o r e i g n O f f i c e . Henderson i n f e e t d e c l i n e d t o d e l i v e r I t 9 

t h i n k i n g t h a t i t wou ld o n l y a n g s r H i t l ø r « 

Нош i s h i s a c t i o n t o b e i n t s r p r Q t e d ? I t c a n n o t b e 8ӨЗП o u t s i d e o f 

t h 9 g e n e r a l c o n t s x t 9 n o t l e a s t o f a l l h i s own r s c o r d * L e t i t b@ s a i d 

f i r s t l y t h a t rahat ฬ 8 i z s a c k g г œas d o i n g h ø r e 9 p s r h a p e i n a eomsDhat 

i r r s g u l a r พay 9 พ88 h i s Job « ho kneю he s h o u l d do røhat һә d i d p b u t ñ o t 

n e c c e s a r i l y because he t h o u g h t t h e o v e r a l l p o l i c y o f Nazism พ88 і ก h @ r Q n t l y 

b a d , b u t Ьзсаиве t h i s p a r t i c u l a r pi@C9 o f p o l i c y « e x @ c u t i o n røas absurd9 

morsover» ae һ© sao i t р юа8 8 İ a o v@ry daกдөгоиә» T h i s p o i n t ญθβ t o Ьө 

used by พ s i z s a c k e r l s t s r 8 8 a g r g a t f a c 0 * 8 8 v o r 0 A l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n o f 

h i s a c t i o n s i n d i c a t e d c o r ø p l i c i t y o î n a l l h i s d ø a l i n g e ผ i t h Henderson he 

( 1 ) D . B e F o P o T h i r d S@r i68 9 v o l . 29 S i r G o Шагпег 9 B o r n e , t o H a l i f a x » 

5 t h Sep tember 9 1938p no« 2 4 2 · 
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had e x p l o i t e d t h e B r i t i s h Ambassador ' s d e s i r e f o r peace t o e u i t h i s 

m a s t e r ' 8 pu rposes» and h i s c o n d u c t ผheก Cha i rman o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Commiss ion d e a l i n g w i t h C z e c h o s l o v a k i a i n Oe tobe r» 1938 ша8 n o t o r i o u s , 

( a l t h o u g h h e c l a i f f i G d l a t e r t h a t v o n R i b b e n t r o p r e p r i m a n d e d h i m f o r b e i n g 

t o o l e n i e n t ) о C e r t a i n l y back i n J u l у 9 1937 h i s h a n d l i n g o f t h e German-

A u s t r i a ก t a l k s o v e r d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e J u l y agreement шаө no b e t t e r » 

t h o u g h t h i s ша8 more ө х с и з а Ы ө i n s o f a r as i t ша8 c o n s i s t e n t røith h i s oœn 

v ieme on t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f an A u s t r i a n A n s c h l u s s * W i t h many o f h i s 

c o l l e a g u e s ^ s u c h 88 E i s e n l o h r p he 88ผ t h e Runeiman m i s s i o n 88 t h e g o l d e n 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o s o l v e a l l p r o b l e m s - ffihatever t h e m e r i t s and d e m e r i t s o f 

i t he c o u l d n o t h e l p b u t a p p r o v a o f t h e p u r p o s e s i t wou ld s e r v ø f o r t h e 

R e i c h . H i s l a t e r d e a l i n g s b e a r t h i s heavy etaœp o f p o l i t i c a l s e l f - i n t e r e s t 

and a f f l f f i o r a l i t y 9 rahatever t h e s c r u p l e o f i t . On 1 0 t h O c t o b e r 9 1938 he 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t he юаกted f r i e n d s h i p t t f i t h P r a g u e 9 b u t fflent on t o s u p p o r t 

v a r i o u s СІ8ІШ8 a g a i n s t t h e Czechs* H i s v i e w s to raards Po land and Hungary 

швгв t h e 8ame - f r i e n d l y e x t e r n a l r e l a t i o n s 9 end u n d e r n e a t h ^ s u b v e r s i v e 

a c t i o n . ^ On l ? t h A p r i l , 1939 i n a memorandum on German»Sòv iè t r e l a t i o n e 

he s a i d t h e r e юегө no r e a s o n s ա հ y t h e r e s h o u l d be i d e o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

be tween R u s s i a and Germany 9 (Ambassador fflerekalov had j u s t v i s i t e d h i m ) . 

Economic t a l k e f o l l o w e d t h i s » betraeen von de r S c h u l e n b e r g and M o l o t o v i n 

М о в с о ю . í 3 ) I n a c c o r d m i t h H i t l e r ' s ОШП i n t e n t i o n s » he พ r o t e 9 i n a 

memorandum o f 2 5 t h ІЧау» 1939» t h a t he œas u n c e r t a i n o f t h e s t a t e o f A n g l o -

S o v i e t t a l k s » b u t t h a t Germany must t r y t o b r e a k them υ ρ · He d i d n o t want 

( 1 ) D . G . F . P . t S e r i e s D, v o l , 29 no* 5 0 . 

( 2 ) I b i d # ř n o . 2 1 5 . 

( 3 ) I b i d . t 2nd may* 1 9 3 9 9 n o . 4 2 4 . 
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Gerrøony t o be p l a y e d o f f i n № s c o f f i o ( 1 ) T h i s ша8 p a r t o f t h e d i p l o m a t i e 

p r e l u d e t o t h e N a z i « S o v i e t Pac t o f Augus t ρ 1 9 3 9 ο UQizsaekor» end a l l 

t h o s e шһо ผ๐rkQd ผ i t h him» d e s p i t e h i e a n t i p a t h y t o h i e m a e t o r 1 8 i d o o l o g y p 

n o n e t h 9 İ @ 8 3 œorked u n h e s i t a t i n g l y t o сhemp ioก t h Q German с a u s o o Th© t i o s 

o f comrøon i n t e r e s t ond agres tasn t ю©гө t o o s t r o n g t o d i g r e s s . 

Many o f t h s คо ก-Naz і 8 raho h ø l d i m p o r t a n t p o s t s f e l t t h a t tbmy must 

c l i n g t o o f f i c e t o p r e v a n t b e i n o supe rseded by a N a z і 9 and a l ร ว b©eause 

t h e f e e l i n g o f n o t b e i n g I n d i s p a n s i b l a œas s t r o n g » a n o է һ ө г c a r e e r i s t 

ատ a l røays thsr@ t o s t e p i n t o a v a c a n t s e a t o Ho พ f a r t o o ա օ ս 1 ժ a 

r e s i g n a t i o n m a t e r i a l l y a f f e c t t h e C&U80 o f s v e n i 8 ? There в а з ก0 g u a r a n t e e 

a t a l l o t h e r s » o u l d do t h e аагеө* T h i s røa8 t h e q u s s t i o n many a s k Q d 

t h 9 « s e l v e s o At Ъһө вашө t i n ® i t røas more easy t o c r e a t e ГЭ880Р18 พ h y  опя 

s h o u l d e t s y i n o f f i c a » t h i s o f t o n møant f i n d i n g s c a p e g o a t 8 о ！папу 

c l a İ R i a d l a t @ r t h e i r p e r s o n a l p r e d i e a f f l e n t s ЮӨГ8 f r a g i l e i n th@ Q x t r e f f l d o 

At Nuremberg G e n e r a l von U i t z l e b e n (шһо had e v e n t u a l l y opposed H i t l û r ) 

c l a i f f l e d t h a t C h a n b Q r l a i n l e t t h e Army dorøn i n ร©p tember 9 1 9 3 8 9 a แ ค ร 

a d o p t e d by E r i c K o r d t i n t h g Garman F o r e i g n O f f i c e 9 and С ө п ө г а ! H a l d G r 9 

who røillingly had succsedsd Beck a s C h i e f o f t h e G e n e r a l staffр a g r o a t 

b r e a k t h a t i t raas røith t h e t r a d i t i o n s o f t h e o f f i c e r c o r p s 9 he a B a v a r i a n 

and a Rorøaก C a t h o l i c 9 w i t h no P r u s s i a n r o o t s a t a l i o The Army o f f e r e d 

no e f f e c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n be fОГӨ шаг Ь ө с а и в е 9 ( a s von F r i t s c h s a i d i n 8 

l e t t a r t o van H a s s e l l ) i t f Q l t p f o r good o r e v i l , t h a t H i t l s r шаร C s r m a n y ' 8 

d e s t i ก y 0 Wen such 8 8 von F r i t s c h 9 raho had røished fco m a i n t a i n t h s Army 9 8 

i ndependeคвө o f a c t i o n » e o n s t i t u t s d a m i n o r i t y i n t h d Q x t r a m e . 

( 1 ) I b i d o , no о 4 3 7 о 
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The r i f t i n t h e German psyche юаз mldQ - i t røas b r i d g s d by t h© common 

p o l i c y of A d o l f H i t l e r 0 ThQ Gorman Army c o u l d th@TQfor@ Q x i s t i n a e t a t © 

i n rahieh p o w e r f u l men f such as H l m n l s r 9 (aho h a t a d t h e Army) e x i s t e d о 

Almos t e v s r y s s e t i o n o f s o c i e t y f e l t i t s p o s i t i o n t h r s a t o n s d » oven t h s 

e?ch N a z i s such 8 8 H i m n i e r о H i t l e r e o u l d น ก i t 9 a l l thes@ d i s e r s p a n t 

e l e m s n t s t h r o u g h h i s omnipo tene© and t h e l o y a l t y һө demanded t o h i s 

р ө г з о ค and h i s p o l i c i e s o A l l Ъурөз o f l o y a l N a z i s e o u l d e x i s t a l o n g s i d Q 

one anoth@r i n h i s s t a t e » ©ven i f t h e y c o u l d n o t C 0 « @ x i 8 t « Those who 

ШӨГ8 s a d i s t i c and c r u e l і ค t h e p a r t y marehed พ i t h t h o s e юһо esere n o t . 

Խտէ f@rv©nt N a z i s ЮӨГ8 Q x t r a o r d i n a r i l y i g n o r a n t and na ivQ« To th© 

f a ค a t i e t h e s«s« s y m b o l і e s d t h e p u r s a r y a n t r u t h * Naz i l a b o r a t o r i e s 

l a b o u r e d t o i s o l a t e p u r e a r y a n b l o o d 9 and a m i n o r i t y o f f a n a t i c s d o t e d 

on t h e u n i n t e r p r e t e d s c r i p t s o f t h g Norsemen o f th© Dark Ages« The 

p e r v g r t s d » t h g i r r a t i o n a l » t h e most e x t r a m s o f t h e f a n a t i c a l most o f t e n 

h a d a b a c k g r o u n d o f p s y c h i c d i 8 0 ř d e r p 8 d i s q u i e t s n i n g s o c i a l b a c k g r o u n d ^ 

o f l i t t l e 0 7 no é d u c a t i o n » a n d o f e c o n o m i c e n d p o l i t i c a l e x p @ r i e n c @ s 

e n g e n d @ r i ก g p r e j u d i c e and m e n t a l s i e k n s s s d i v o r c e d f r o m any o b j @ G t i v @ 9 

human a p p r a i s a l o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l and n a t i o n a l l o t » T h i s » 8 3 t h e BQQd^ 

bed f o r p ropaganda* I t №88 t h e e x t r e m i s t s юһо g a i n e d p o s i t i o n s o f l o c a l 

р о ю ө г 9 p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e p o l i c e s y s t e m . I t шаз t h e s e t o o พ h o g l o r i e d 

i n t h e Russ ian campa ign l a t e r 9 røith i t s supposed p o t e n t i a l f o r s p r e a d i n g 

a r y a n i e m D d e s p i t e t h e s t r a t s g i c o b j e c t i o n s o f t h e Gen@ral S t a f f . I t i s 

a f a l e © viera t h a t з р ө а к з o f n e t i o n a l f e n a t i c i s m and c r u g l t y o Bu t  most 

Germans шәге c e r t a i n l y a f f e c t e d by propaganda« I n t h e most l i b e r a l 9 

c i v i l i s e d DOřamunity р ө о р 1 ө can e a s i l y b@ i n f l u s ค e e d 9 n o t l e a s t o f a l l by 

p r e s s c a m p a i g ก ร 9 a g a i n s t i n s t i t u t i o ก ร 9 and i n d i v i d u a l s ρ n o t l e a s t o f a l l 

p o l i t i c i a n s o S 8 l f « e v i d o n t f a c t s and o b j e c t i v i t y Є8П e a s i l y g i v e mmy 
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t o d i a t r i b Q o №st С э г т а п ө h a d o n l y ร vaguQ i d o a o f røhat t h e y พ a n t e d 9 

e n d i t røa8 o n t h i s է h e t H i t l o r p l a y e d s o Q f f e c t i v Q l y raith h i e Naz i J a r g o ก 9 

c l o t h i n g h i e ก©k@d and t o t a l рошөг i n t h e c l o t h e s o f l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l i s t « 

AbovQ a l l һ з rQa l i sod h@ had t o c r e a t a good r o a s o ก 8 f o r e v o r y t h i n g ปี t h i s 

ms@nt Ü 9 8 « The b i g g e r th@ l i e t h e b s t t ø r H i t l e r c a l e u l s t e d « Repeat 

a l i e enough t i m s e and peop lQ raill b s g i n t o b s l i e v Q i t i s t h Q t r u t h . 

H i t l s r d i d n o t f o o l c o m p l s t Q l y 9 b u t e u f f i c i e n t l y o The t r a g o d y юаз t h a t 

t o o many p e o p l e c l o s e d է h a i r e a r s a n d eyes t o e @ r t s i n s t a r k r e a l i t i e s 

t h e y c o u l d n o t fâGQ» Bu t t h a t t h e r e raas no v i a b l e a l t s r ก a t i v e b u t 

outrøapd r e j e c t i o n must n o t b@ f o r g o t t s n o Tho i m p l i e s t i o ñ s o f t h i s røer© 

f e a r f u l f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l o The i n d i v i d u a l musí b@ s Q p a p e t e d f r o m t h e 

l u n a t i c f r i ก 9 © « f r o a t h o H İFRRİe rs and H s y d r i c h s o f t h e N a z i s t e t s « 

Тһө f o r m e r юа8 80 i n c r ø d i b l y i m f f l s r s e d i n h i s f a ก a t i c i s m ^ ãกd 80 p a t e n t l y 

dsrsng9Ct by 1945p t h a t h 9 a c t u a l l y r o g a r d s d h i m s e l f as a f i t n e g o t i a t o r 

t o m e e t է һ ә a l l i e s o n d e f Q a t p a n d e v e n Q x p s c t e d t o b e C O ก t i n u Q d i n o f f i c e 

a f t e r d s f e a t o 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

The German Peop le and t h e Shadois o f War « 1939 · 

P a r a d o x i c a l l y 1939 was t o be t h e ons y e a r i n t h e p e r i o d o f р г е - ш а г 

Nazism t h a t H i t l e r ma a b l e t o c o n t r o l o p i n i o n i n Germany most 8 u c c 8 8 8 f u l l y « 

E lsewhe re i n Europe t h o u g h M i t l e r พas t o æ i t n e s s а дгошіпд f r o n t a g a i n s t 

h i m . Шһөก German t r o o p s o c c u p i e d t h e r e s t o f Bohemia on 1 5 t h W a r c h , 1939 р 

t h e ures tern powers r e a l i s e d a t l a s t t h a t t h e e x p a n s i o n i s t programme announced 

i n "Wein Kampf 1 1 must be t a k e n s e r i o u s l y . For H i t l e r h i s s u c c e s s f u l 

a n n e x a t i o n o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a s e r v e d m e r e l y t o c o n v i n c e h im t h a t m i g h t ша8 

t h e апвшөг t o a l l o f Germany 9 ร p r o b l e m s * As a r e s u l t he a l s o t e n d e d t o 

t r e a t t h e A n g l o - P o l i s h agreement o f 3 1 s t inarch» 1939 ա 1 է հ ominous con temp ts 

T h i s a p p r o a c h t e n d e d t o r u b o f f on many Germans 9 шНо had seen H i t l e r 80 

s u c c e s s f u l l y g a i n a l l he raanted a t พ น ก i c h ա ձ է հ օ ս է шаг» and h i s r e c e n t coup 

seemed t o s u p p o r t t h i s * No o p p o s i t i o n had been o f f e r e d and n e e d l e s s t o say 

f e r m a i d e n u n i c a t i o n e by t h e røestern g o v e r n m e n t s ШӨГ8 n o t g i v e n p u b l i c l y 

i n Germany* 

Гог t h e m i n o r i t y o f w e l l - i n f o r m e d and i n t e l l i g e n t Germans i t พ88 a t 

t h i s p o i n t t h a t t h e N a t i c r e d i b i l i t y gap began t o ælden« The p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f a g e n e r a l шаг and a l l t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s Ьөоатө v e r y s t a r k . But s t i l l 

H i t l e r was a b l e t o c o n t r o l t h e l a r g e r s e c t o r o f t h e p u b l i c m i n d . I n h i s 

speech o f 2 8 t h A p r i l , 1939 t o t h e R e i c h s t a g h i s o r a t o r y œas a t i t s b e s t -

i n r e p l y i n g t o P r e s i d e n t Roo88ve ld t v 8 o v e r t u r e s f o r а Еигорөап s e t t l e r n e ก է 9 

( on t e r m s anathema t o H i t l e r ' s l o n g - t e r m p l a n s ) he f o o l a d e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e 

Germano Few o t h e r s i n Europa ผ8ГӨ noพ f o o l e d by h i m * But t o t h e most 
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u n i n f o r m e d German i t a p p e a r e d o b v i o u s t h a t 9 w h a t e v e r t h e o t h e r European 

Р0ШӨГ8 m i g h t do» H i t l e r ШӨ8 i n f a c t s e t on a m a j o r c o n f r o n t a t i o n « a l l 

© f f o r t e шәге becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y g e a r e d t o t h i s . By e a r l y 1939 t h e 

German economy тав  t o t a l l y s u b s e r v i e n t t o m i l i t a r y p r e p a r a t i o n s * Food 

r a t i o n i n g had been ա 1 է հ t h e Garman p e o p l e f r o m 1936 onwards* Each i n d i v i d u a l 

had t o e y b m i t h i s p e r s o n a l raealth t o t h s b e n e f i t o f t h e R e i c h 9 and i n d u s t r i a l 

p r o d u c t i o n r a n a t f u l l c a p a c i t y t o q u i c k e n t h e pace o f m o b i l i s a t i o n . 

P a r a l l e l t o t h i s 9 f r e e d o m o f speech by 1939 шаธ v e r y much a t h i n g o f t h e 

p a s t 9 and a l l f a c e t s o f N a z i p a r t y o r g a n i s a t i o n had e n g u l f e d e v e r y p a r t o f 

t h e German c o m m u n i t y 9 and t h e e x t r e m e f a s c i s t e l e m e n t s o f H i t l e r ' s reg ime» 

ก อ t a b l y H e i n r i c h H i m m l e r * 8 ssէ g a i n B d t e r r i f y i n g роюөгэ» 

As l a t e as A u g u s t 9 1939 t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e German p e o p l e t h o u g h t 

H i t l e r mould g e t พhe t he шапted w i t h o u t шаг 9 and he ша8 c e r t a i n l y t o 8 h o พ 

h i 8 m a s t e r y o f d i p l o m a c y 9 and røhat appea red t o e v e r y p a t r i o t i c German t o 

be h i s a b i l i t y t o e o n t r o l էһә d e s t i n y o f Europe» ๐ ก 2 5 t h August» 1939» 

шһөп t h e N a z i " S o v i e t Pac t shook t h e m o r i d * moreover h i 8 oase a g a i n e t t h e 

we8է and P a l a n d 9 appea red w a t e r t i g h t * H i t l e r u t t e r e d l i e s t o t h e German 

p e o p l e on t h e r a d i o and i n t h e РГӨ88 t h a t he had o f f e r e d e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e 

peace p r o p o s i t i o n t o P o l a n d , b u t t h a t t h i s had been r e j e c t e d . On 1 0 t h 

A u g u s t 9 1939 Goebbe ls t u r n e d h i s p ropaganda mach ine อก f u l l b l a s t t o i n f l a m e 

German o p i n i o n a g a i n s t t h e Po les» and t o f a l l i n m i t һ H i t l e r ' s ш е і і - р і а п п е с і 

sequence o f e v e n t s * H i t l e r 1 8 v ieras оก a c a s u s b e l l i f o r Po lend demanded 

t h e m e l l - c o n c e i v e d l i e : И І s h a l l g i v s a p r o p a g a n d i s t cause · · · · · 

n e v e r m ind œhather i t be p l a u s i b l e o r n o t * The v i c t o r İ 8 n e v e r c a l l e d upon 

t o v i n d i c a t e h i s a c t i o n s * The q u e s t i o n i a n o t one o f t h e J u s t i j f f ๑ f o u t 

cause» b u t e x c l u s i v e l y o f a c h i e v i n g v i c t o r y . w I n many юаyร i t юаэ a 
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SOIท8พhat i n c r e d u l o u s Cermany t h a t f o u n d i t s e l f a t шаг on 3 r d Sep tember 9 

1 9 3 9 9 r e f l e c t i n g 8 8 i t d i d H i t l e r ^ m i s c a l c u l a t i o n 一 t h a t t h e œes te rn Р0ШӨГ8 
w o u l d n o t honour t h e i r t r e a t y o b l i g a t i o n s t o Po land« H i t l e r and most 
Cermaก8 had e x p e c t e d t o d e a l røith Po land 8 6 he had s u c c e s s f u l l y d e a l t พ i t h 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a * 

The P o l i s h Q a m p a i g n 9 8 s u c c e s s depended วค t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e g e n e r a l 

s t a f f * D e s p i t e rahat G e n e r a l H a i d e r s a i d a t Nurembur9 i t mou ld appear a l l 

a g r e e d ա ! է հ Й С 8 8 Ө røhite11« Т һ ө г ө İ 8 no e v i d e n c e o f any d e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t s 

by t h e g e n e r a l e » i n d i v i d u a l l y o r c o l l e c t ! v e l y » t o p r e v e n t t h e consummat ion 

o f w h i t e * As f a r as i s k n o ա ո t h e r e Ш88 no o p p o s i t i o n t o t h i s a t t h e s e c r e t 

c o n f e r e n c e on t h e P o l i s h i n v a s i o n h e l d on 2 3 r d May» 1939» and l a t e r a t t h e 

m i l i t a r y c o n f e r e n c e o f 1 4 t h A u g u s t 9 1939» and a t t h e m i l i t a r y m e e t i n g a t 

t h e ü b e r S a l z b u r g on 22nd Augus t t h e c o n s p i r a t o r i a l g e n e r a l s วก t h e G e n e r a l 

S t a f f s t i l l o f f e r e d no r e s i s t a n c e t o H i t l e r * As і ก t h e W i l h e l m s t r a s s e 

a l l ШӨГӨ v e r y p l e a s e d w i t h o i h a t t h e y h e a r d ; i n b o t h d e p a r t m e n t s o f шаг 

and d i p l o m a c y t h e o n l y c r i t i c i s m o f f e r e d шаө one o f t i m i n g * The g e n e r a l s 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e c o n q u e s t o f P o l i s h t e r r i t o r y t o be r i g h t f u l l y t h e i r s ; 

f u r t h e r m o r e t h e y raelcomed H i t l e r ' s p a c t ա 1 է հ S t a l i n » and t h i s f a c t 9 added 

t o t h e i n c r e a s e d s t r e n g t h o f t h e U e h r m a c h t 9 c o n v i n c e d t h e g e n e r a l s t h a t 

F rance c o u l d пош Ьө h e l d on t h e w e s t e r n f r o n t o U n l i k e t h e o v e r - r u n n i n g o f 

է ha r e m a i n d e r o f C z e c h o s l o v a k i a i n (Ylarch 9 w h i c h had been œeloomed by most 

o f t h e g e n e r a l s f o r s t r a t e g i c г өаэоก8»  the r e c o v e r y o f Pomeran ian and 

ร l i e s i e n . l a n d s t r a n s f e r r e d t o P o l a n d under t h e V e r s a i l l e s T r e a t y , t o u c h e d 

much deeper c h o r d s . Some o f t h e Junke r o f f i c e r s had been Ьогй Ъһөгөө 

Լ% i s t o t h e c r e d i t o f some o f t h © ©ОПІОГ o f f i c e r s ö f も h ö ա ^ հ Ր է Ո ճ ճ հ է t h a t 

t h e y шәге v e r y much d i s g u s t e d ա ! է հ t h e b r u t a l i t y o f t h e ss i n Po land» and 
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f o r c i b l y put doաո soma b a r b a r i t i e s . Ношеиөг t h i s ша8 not s u f f i c i e n t to 

s t o p ths v a s t n u m b e r o f r u t h l e s s s h o o t i n g s t h a t p r e c e d e d a n d ЮӨГӨ t o Ғо11ош 

the B a t t l e o f Шагааш» and t h e i r railitery a l l e g i a n c e шаз not a f f e c t e d by 

t h e i r l eaders views o f the Poles · subhuman9 ttho88 on l y f u n c t i o n ша8 t o 

serve the master г а с ө * The Wehrmacht» and sven more 80 the L u f t w a f f a ШӨГӨ 

usad to des t roy g rea t p a r t s o f Warsaw ահen the P o l i s h c a p i t a l cont inued to 

r e s i s t o 

As t h 8 c louds o f шаг gathered the l a i t y o f the Roman Catho l i c Church' 

«ho had not Ьэөก comple te ly taken i n by Nazism looked to t h e leaders o f 

German Catho l i c i sm f o r guida^oe* I n ana lys ing the statements o f the 

p r i n c i p a l d ramat is рэгвопаө aga ins t t h e i r backgrounds and the na tu re o f 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l i t i e s ЭП8 8Ө83 evo l v i ng 8 p a t t e r n o f paradoxes t h a t hava 

che rac te r i esd t h 8 p o s i t i o n o f the average German» the paradox o f Cermen 

s o c i e t y * 

Cle๓ent von Galen 9 Bishop o f ฬบค8ter9 i s a sound พ i tness to t h i s case* 

Нө had denounced the Nazi euthanasia programme and Nazi i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 

Church p roper t i es» and шаз one o f the Гөш German b ishops шho had reac ted 

f o r t h r i g h t l y t o the c l o s u r e o f the Roman Ca tho l i c A s s o c i a t i o n s , On 5 t h 

August 9 1934 he had sa idէ "no t e l l 9 bu t very many German C a t h o l i c s a re 

t o -day f u l l y prepared to l i d t e n to t h 9 mord o f the ChurGh and to obey i t 

even a t t h e C 0 8 t ©f s a c r i f i c e s . и ( 1 ) I n J u l y a n d August 1941 h e ผ88 t o 

d e l i v e r some sca th ing sermons aga ins t t he Nazis* Ношөиөг he ШЭ8 never 

d i r e c t l y connected พ i t h the German r e s i s t a n c e movement9 and even h i s sermons 

шәге l i m i t e d to p r o t e s t s aga ins t s p e c i f i c Nazi aggress ion aga ina t the 

(1) Равэаи OioGsean Arch ives 
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Ca tho l i c Church and i t s teach ings* He never p u b l i c l y p h " i ^ on 

the p o l i t i c a l content o f Nazism. Galen 's background bears comments a l l 

o f h i s l e t t e r e 9 e s p e c i a l l y 1914-1920 տհօա hoพ very much pro the o l d o rder 

he ша8* He supported the Great War tttith g u s t o 9 denouncing V e r s a i l l e s end 

Weimar Just as vehemently as H i t l e r d i d * I t might аррөаг i r o n i c a l t h a t 

Galen ШЭ8 the f i r s t German bishop to be 8Ш0Гก t o the oath o f a l leg iaกGB 

presented under the terms o f the Concordat 9 bu t knoœing the manէ i t i s n o t . 

C e r t a i n l y too Galsn may have 888ก the necess i t y o f expediency i n h i s p u b l i c 

a c t i o n s ; f o r ins tance he шаร v i o l e n t l y an t i -communis t 9 but t he re İ 8 no 

record o f p u b l i c p r o t e s t on G a l e n t p a r t шһөก the Naz i -Sov ie t f r i e n d s h i p 

d i d become an open and a c t i v e p a r t n e r s h i p . 

His p u b l i c i n f l u e n c e i n the өрһөгө o f Germany's m i l i t a r y invo lvment 

became paramount. I t Ì8 impor tan t t o r e a l i s e t h a t һө never encouraged 

t h e German Roman C a t h o l i c s to d e s i s t f i g h t i n g ! " o f c o u r s e ШӨ C h r i s t i a n s 

no r e v o l u t Ι ο η · Шө ШІ11 con t inue t o do our du ty i n obedience t o God9 

out o f l ove f o r our German ' v o l k ' and ' v a t e r l a n d 9 · Our s o l d i e r s ШІІ1 f i g h t 

and d i e f o r Germany9 but not f o r those ահօ ա օ ս ո ժ our hear ts and b r i n g shame 

upon the German race before God and be fo re man by t h e i r c r u e l a c t s aqa lns t 

t h e i r b ro the rs and s i s t e r s o f the r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s . Bravely ЮӨ cont inue 

t o f i g h t aga ins t the f o r e i g n f oe ţ aga ins t t he enemy i n our midst who 

t o r t u r é e and s t r i k e s น8f ШӨ cannot f i g h t ա1էհ шеаропв* There İ8 but one 

means a v a i l a b l e t o น8 i n t h i s s t r u g g l e f strong» o b s t i n a t e 9 endur ing 

Even i n the l a s t stages o f the war Galen revered the 

Garmant C h r i s t i a n s o l d i e r y f o r behind t h i s ша8 the acceptance t h a t Germany 

И ； Wax Blerbaumi Nicht Lob 9 N icht F u r c h t . Das Leben des Card ina le von Galen« 

Verleg Regensburg» 1957· Ρ·330· 
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Ш88 f i g h t i n g a " j u s t " шаг« He laboured much i n a l l o f h i s speeches to 

maks tøhat f o r him юаร a major d i s t i n c t i o n between the Nazi cause a t horoe9 

and the German cause on the шаг f r o n t » Th is І 8 undoubtedly һош he f e l t 

and พhat he thought o the r German C a t h o l i c s should f e e l t o o . His humanity 

i n recogn is ing t he l o t o f the consc ious«8 t r i cken German s o l d i e r and a t tempt ing 

to r a t i o n a l i s e h i s p o s i t i o n шаг g r e a t 9 but one cannot help but add t h e 

obvioue» o f พhich Galen muet have been ашөгв 9 t h a t the g l o r i o u s v i c t o r i e s 

f o r the German vo l k and v a t e r l a n d 9 to шһ!сһ һө 80 o f t e n r e f e r r e d w i t h p r i d e 9 

were a c t u a l l y an ex tens ion o f H i t l e r ' s рошег^ and Nazi programmes and p o l i c i e s 

t o nem lands« Moreover one must conclude too t h a t , desp i t e h i s ant i»Nazism 

i n some mye, h i s cons ide rab le p u b l i c i n f l u e n c e (o f шһ1сһ he ша8 ашагө) 9 

e s p e c i a l l y th rough h i s sermons 9 merely c o n t r i b u t e d t o the s o c i a l c o n t r o l s 

induc ing German Ca tho l i c con fo rm i t y t o t he German m i l i t a r y cause* 

When шаг came* i n 1939 Card ina l Faulhaber 9 8 8ӨГГЛ0П8 had the same edge 

as G a l e n 9 8 一 һө spoka a l o t o f C h r i s t i a n d u t у 9 heroism» and "Ehrentod" 

(death ա ! է հ honour)* He me t i cu lous l y avoided d i scuss ing the ques t ion o f 

the m o r a l i t y o f шаг i n generalр and o f H i t l e r ' s шаге i n p a r t i c u l a r * The 

t h ree Roman Ca tho l i c p u b l i c a t i o n s i n Bavar ia under h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n - the 

Иипсһвпөг Ka tho l i sche Ki rchanzei tung» ths Bayr ische Katho l i sche K i rchenze i tung 

end the K l e r u s b l a t t - e l l supported the шаг. Faulhaber o f t e n made the 

obse rva t i on t h a t l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l needs cou ld not Ьө met w i thou t r e s o r t i n g 

t o v io lence and шаг* 

I r o n i c a l l y the ИЬгошก b i s h o p " , Conrad Grobert шав to have the d i s t i n c t i o n 

o f be ing the on l y Ыөһор t o g i ve support t o a German Ca tho l i c opposed to 

H i t l e r * 8 iuars 9 i n the case o f F. max Joseph Metzger» l a t e r executed i n 1943 
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f o r a n t i - N a z i propaganda« urobsr made a w r i t t e n appeal to the c o u r t on 

h i s b a h a l f · 

As yet no evidence has been revea led o f the o p p o s i t i o n to the H i t l e r 

шаг e f f o r t by the German ep iscopate* I t would a lso өөет геаэоกаЫэ to 

suppose t h a t t h e i r 1θβ8 ardant co l leagues юһо d i d not d i s t i n g u i s h themselves 

by t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o any o f H i t l e r 1 Ց p o l i c i e s นlould heve Ցհօաค a t İ 8 8 8 t 

aก equal ( p o s s i b l y ๓o re ) degree o f enthusiasm f o r t he n a t i o n a l шаг e f f o r t . 

The des i re and necess i t y of f i n d i n g a comple te ly s a t i s f a c t o r y compromise 

พ88 g r e a t ա ! է հ the es tab l ishment o f t he Ca tho l i c Church* The evidenca f o r 

t h i s i s seen most s t r i k i ก g l y l n the p a s t o r a l l e t t e r issued by t he e i g h t 

Bavar ian b ishops i n the f i r s t Sunday i n Lent i n 1941 - the idaas ©f 1 Vater land 

and h e i m a t 1 f i g u r e g r e a t l y i n them* Ношөуег9 i t was a t tha 8ШПӨ t ime a 

' r e s i s t a n c e * document i n s o f a r as i t c l e a r l y suggested to the f a i t h f u l t h a t 

a l l юаร not ШВІ1 i n the агөа o f Church-State r e l a t i o n e 80 f a r 8 8 the 

enumerated r i g h t s ШӨГӨ concerned* Th is theme o f combined patr iot ism••พith«» 

p r o t e s t İ 8 to be 88ЄП too i n the p a s t o r a l l e t t e r i ssued by the Germen C a t h o l i c 

h i e ra r chy a t i t e annual Fulda conference i n 1942· But l e t i t be sa id t h a t 

the Ca tho l i c p r i es thood Ш88 t e r r i b l y ашагө o f i t s ашөаотө p o s i t i o n o f 

і ก f l u e ก С Ө 9 t h a t i t had found i t s e l f i n a p o s i t i o n o f no r e t u r n w i t h Nazisffly 

yet s t i l l had t o dea l พ i t h the bas ic s p i r i t u a l needs o f t he p o p u l a t i o n 9 

i r r e s p e c t i v e o f է ime 9 p lace and contemporary p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s * Th is 

theme Ufas r e i t e r a t e d many t imes from 1939 u n t i l t he f a l l o f the T h i r d Reichf 

i n a p a s t o r a l o f 8 th October, 1939» Card ina l Bertram sa idէ w · · · · · · · · i n 

t imes t h a t demand o f төп the f u l l e s t d e d i c a t i o n and u l t i m a t e surrender o f 

BBxř9 t h e Ca tho l i c t u r n s to s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h and grace uihich surmount 
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mere n a t i o n a l Р0ШӨГ8 and p e r f e c t the heroism o f f i g h t i n g гаөп.и՝ 7 On 

7 t h January 9 1940 b ishop Kumpfmuller o f Augsburg issued a s i m i l a r 

e x h o r t a t i o n to t he t r oops a t the f r o n t o (2 ) I n a s i m i l a r ve in Bishop 

Вогпэшавร8Г o f T r i e r s t a ted t h a t 11 what must be borne I n 

days of t r i a l i s 9 f o r t h e Chr i s t i an» not on l y a p a t r i o t i c bu t a l so a 

r e l i g i o u s օԵ11ցՅէ1օո* > | Нэ c e l l e d f o r и s a c r i f i c e " and quoted St* Thomas 

Acquinae and Pope ᄂ80 x l i i i n suppor t o f h i s ν ί β ω . x W / 

What i s most apparent i s t h a t a l l o f the b ishops avoided the tho rny 

ques t ion o f в " J u s t " шаг. The layman ผ88 t h e r e f o r e l e f t i n doubt as 

to the o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n 9 but 0กθ can add t h a t the ep iscopa l emphasis 

on the harsh p r o v i s i o n o f the T rea ty o f V e r s a i l l e s and the appeals f o r 

a "Grossdeutschland 1 1 must have n a t u r a l l y l e d many l o y a l German C a t h o l i c s 

t o i n f e r t h a t t h e Roman Ca tho l i c ы s h o p s coneidered the шаг j u s t * 

I n the midst o f a l l t h i s was the o r d i n a r y Ca tho l i c p r i e s t and the 

layraan # I n the Nazi s t a t e on l y the o f f i c i a l l i n e cou ld be s a f e l y f o l i o พ e d * 

Any Ca tho l i c шһо decided to re fuse m i l i t a r y se rv i ce would have rece ived no 

support from i t s s p i r i t u a l leaders* The p r i e s t s too had no o p t i o n but 

t o f o l i o พ * Many f eared the Gestapo ^՝for good rea son 9 and severa l ипшагу 

p r i e s t s Ш8ГӨ t rapped* Тһө l i f e and røork อ f Max Metzger шө11 i l l u s t r a t e 

(1 ) พนпсһөпвг Ka tho l i sche r K i r chenze i t ung 9 vol« 32» no. 4 1 , 8 th October 9 1939 

p. 545. 

( 2 ) I b i d * t v o l . 3 3 f no. 1 , 7 t h January, 1940, ρ · 3 . 

( 3 ) I b i d . 9 v o l . 33 , no. B, 25th February , 1940. 
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t h i s * ^ 9 The Nazi s t a t e шее aeared to make everyone support i t s programme* 

I t s s a n c t i o n s ШӨГӨ h i d e 0 U 8 » The p r i e s t шһо o p p o s e d m i g h t f i n d h i m s e l f 

Oñ a truroped«up charge o f " t r e a s o n " or и г і в Г в а і і в т и
 9 o r worst s t i l l o f 

homosexua l i ty 9 or a so rd i d moral o f f ence* Such a t r i a l шоиісі not on l y 

b r i n g r u i n and deg reda t i on 9 and o f t e n worse9 i t would a f f e c t f a m i l y , 

f r i enda» and r e l a t i o n s « 

The German o p p o s i t i o n t o H i t l e r throughout t he n ins t sen t h i r t i e e 

røs not r e s t r i c t e d t o any s p e c i f i c geograph ica l a rea 9 o r t o any p a r t i c u l a r 

s o c i a l c l a s s o r p o l i t i c a l group* The under l y ing mot ives พӨГӨ complex 

and v a r i e d * The ends o f o p p o s i t i o n шәге equa l l y v a r i e d 9 and the төэпэ 

by шһ1сһ they шегө achieved шәге mide ly d i f f e r i n g * One sees t h i s very 

markedly i n the south i n Bavar ia* Throughout t h e r e ша8 the I m p l i c a t i o n 

o f the กsed to separate Bavar ia from the 00ก tag ion i n the n o r t h , imp ly ing 

t h a t the re mas no Nazism w i t h o u t Pruss ian ism 9 i r o n i c a l i n the extreme» 

but s t i l l very much f e l t t o be t r u e by the Bavar ians . Conservat ive 

Bavar ia had always been a s t rongho ld o f monarchy; open ly 9 and o f t e n 

v i o l e n t l y 9 ant i -Weimar» i t had а1шауө ffiorked f o r θ more f e d e r a l system. 

Wany ШӨГӨ aga ins t H i t l e r as much f o r h i s c e n t r a l i s e d system as anyth ing 

e l s e ; the d i s s o l u t i o n o f the p r o v i n c i a l d i e t s drove many i n t o ove r t 

o p p o s i t i o n * Only smal l sec to r s o f the Bavar ian community a c t u a l l y 

committed themselves t o j o i n i n g o p p o s i t i o n groups* The Bavar ian l e g i t i m i s t s 

were a potent f o r c e * I n September» 1939 125 βηβτηΐβθ o f the T h i r d Reich 

швге a r r e s t e d 9 accused o f p l o t t i n g to r e s t o r e t he U l i t t lesbach f a m i l y t o r u l e i n 

(1 ) Sea h i s c o l l e c t e d "Gefangenschaf t b r i a f e » ' 1 m e i t i ค Ҙ Ө П 9 K yr i o s Verlag 9 194В ; 

a l eo L i l l i e n støtfarisoก> и Иак Jomf nè t zgë r 9 P r i ë s t añd W a r t y r f
M London» 

S.P.C.K.» 1952· 
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Bavar ia* Al though the evidence шаร f l i m s y the l o y a l t i e s o f those cencerned 

шаге not i n doubt» The r e v o l t o f t h e (Qunich U n i v e r s i t y academics and 

etudente ша8 i n а шау much more fundamental* Those concerned a t tacked 

Nazism a t i t s r o o t s = i t s baeie сread« Ғ ө г them a v i c t o r y f o r Nazism 

Ш88 Ш0Г8Ө than a v i c t o r y f o r Russian Bolshevism* The group Ш88 small» 

but very a r t i c u l a t e and Ш8І1 organ ised* I t had g rea t 8UCC888 through 

i t e "Whita Rose" l e a f l e t s 9 bu t t h i s ша8 to be a t g rea t cos t s * Several 

шәге executed9 i n c l u d i n g Professor Kur t Hubert a Professor o f Phi losophy 

a t Munich. 

บ ก i V 8 r 8 Ì t Ì 8 8 шәге i d e a l c e l l e f o r r e v o l t » but even พ i t h i n these 

Gestapo c o n t r o l e шәге g rea t * พนกIcһ ша8 an except ion พ i t h i t s courageous 

opponents* Genera l l y though o p p o s i t i o n came fram i n d i v i d u a l s o r a a n a l i 

g roup 9 r a t h e r than a l a r g e group 9 s ince Nazism 9 8 i n s t i t u t i o n a l c s n t r o l e 

ШӨГ9 too i n tense* The range w i t h i n German s o c i e t y  ШВ g r e a t 9 f rom Couคէ 

A lb rech t B e r n s t o r f f , and Edrøard von K l ø l e t 9 a gentleman fa rmer 9 t o the 

former t r a d e union leaders J u l i u s Leber» Jacob Kaiser» and Wilhelm Leyscherէ 

and the e d i t o r o f a f e a r l e s s Roman Ca tho l i c monthly - F r e i h e r r K a r l Ludwig 

von Guttenburg« There шаร the Kreiaau C i r c l e 9 l e d by Count Helmuth von 

Wolcke» พһicһ helped defeat some o f t he июгві aspects o f Nazism's d r i v e 

aga ins t a l l those шһо would not conform* Von Moloke ผ88 a r r88 ted i n 

January» 1944 f o r having warned a member o f t h e German D ip lomat i c Se rv i ce 9 

Consul General K iep 9 t h a t the Gestapo ผ8rӨ l ook ing f o r him* 

There шәге those шһо abnegated t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o Naz is๓ 9 but 

they Were very much the except ion» Dr* Schacht res igned from the M i n i s t r y 

o f Economice і ก Novsmber9 1937, and the Prussian M i n i s t e r o f F inance. 
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Johanne8 P a p ì t z 9 ผorked i ค secre t aga ins t the Nazi i n t e r e s t » Car l 

Gorde le r 9 t he Pr i ce C o n t r o l l e r , broke w i t h the Nezie i n 1936» and journeyed 

to France 9 Great B r i t a i n 9 and the U«S«A* to шагո tho8Ө c o u n t r i e s o f t he 

p e r i l s o f Nazismo Нө ШӨ8 l a t e r t o be captured on h i e r e t u r n t o Germany 

and executed. Ηθ sa id be fo re h i s deaths " I ask the wor ld t o accept 

our martyrdom as a penance f o r the German p e o p l e * n There are o the r examples 

too - the էաօ Gestapo o f f i c i a l e A r thu r Nebs and Bernd Gisevius» ահօ tu rned 

aga ins t t h e i r Nazi masters . C isev ius พ88 to say a t Nuremburg t h a t i n 

Sept8๓ber» 193Θ Chamberlain l e t ժ օ ա ո the o p p o s i t i o n to H i t 1 e r 9 e s p e c i a l l y 

t he Army, by h i s p o l i c y o f appeasement. I n c o n t r a s t t h e r e шегө members 

o f the a p p o s i t i o n œh0 88 record aga ins t Nazism s t re t ched back long be fo re 

H i t l e r ' s advent t o рошег - t he re шаร Ernst N iek iech 9 t he former Soc ia l 

Democrat, and a young and determined lawysr» Fabian von Sch lab tendor f f» 

ահօ Ց 8 a student i n the 1920s had r i s k e d death a t the hands of roughnecks 

by speaking aga ins t the Nazie a t maee meetings and cha l l eng ing them t o 

due ls* A f t e r the at tempt on H i t l e r ' s l i f e i n 1944 he Ш88 a r r e s t 8 d and 

t o r t u r e d f but managed to su rv i ve to record h i s deeds. 

Ce r ta i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s emerge from the o p p o s i t i o n movement* I t s 

l ack o f u n i t y i s s e l f θ v i d e ก 1 9 and as such cou ld on l y have marg ina l and 

pa roch ia l e f f e c t s . C e r t a i n l y too i t พ88 a very smal l m i n o r i t y o f t he 

t o t a l popu la t i on шһ1сһ p a r t i c i p a t e d * But above a l l i t s scope шаө l i m i t e d 

by the deeply entrenched na tu re o f t h e Nazi s t a t e * I n f a c t o p p o s i t i o n 

to Nazism шаө used as a convenient form o f propaganda by Goebbels f o r 

f u r t h e r c a p t i v a t i n g the people* Oppos i t ion ผ38 i n most eases a persona l 

p ro tes t» one o f c o n v i c t i o n and conscience» r a t h e r than being aimed a t 

p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n * From the evidence a v a i l a b l e most were regarded 8 8 
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courageous r ionconfermists r a t he r than any th ing elee» The con fo rm i t y and 

rsg i rosn te t i on o f Nazi ร©cie ty ШЭГӨ i t s keynotes! tø d e v i a t e from t h i s ша8 

regarded аэ abnorroal snd h i g h l y dangerous by the average German c i t i 2 e n e 

The i n f l u e n c e the movement had i n toto Ю88 t h e r e f o r e very r e s t r i e t e d « There 

ШЭ8 ก e v e Г a n y p u b l i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n m i t h a n y o f t h e p r i n c i p a l m a r t y r s e 

What i s impor tan t h i s t o r i c a l l y i s һош f a r t he course o f German h i s t o r y шав 

a f f e c t e d by Nazism 9 8 i n t e r n a l enemies* At home the e f f e c t шаร ก e g l i g i b l e ; 

abroad though the f l o o d o f German emigrantes e s p e c i a l l y o f raritere and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s 9 such as Thomas ฬanก 9 шав t o have a profound e f f e c t i n 

conv inc ing f o r e i g n e r s o f the nature and i n t e n t i o n s o f Nazism* The German 

o p p o s i t i o n movement s u f f e r e d from t h e same i n t r i n s i c problem 8 8 German 

s o c i e t y had i n genera l s ince u n i f i c a t i o n - o f not кกอюіпд e x a c t l y ահat i t 

røanted» b e c a u s e s o c i e t y h a d ПӨ c o h é r e n c e » o r t r a d i t i o n s i n i t s p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n e « In t h i s 8ӨП8Ө Nazism Ш88 c e r t a i n l y an expediencyø H i t l e r ' s 

opponents miehed to be r i d o f him and a l l t h a t ha etood f o r , but ահտէ 

e x a c t l y พeuld rep lace him they พӨГӨ not too sure* From rahat p o i n t cou ld 

they s t a r t ? A f t e r t h e Second Morid Шаг t h e c r e a t i o n and s u r v i v a l o f t he 

ПӨЮ นİ88t German Republ ic d e p e n d e d l a r g e l y o n t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e A l l i e d Р0ШӨГ8 9 

e s p e c i a l l y ©f the USA and Great B r i t e l n f t he l a t t e r being i n a s t rong p o s i t i o n 

to 8 6 8 o b j e c t i v e l y as a r e s u l t o f her ОШП long p o l i t i c a l өхрег1өпсө8 what 

e x a c t l y the Carman p rob le๓ шав9 and how i t might b e r e 8 0 İ V 8 d o At t h e same 

t ime the exper iences o f the Nazi s t a t e and o f the a f t e rma th o f t o t a l шаг 

шәге t o engender Ө  пвт p o l i t i c a l s p i r i t i n the neœ s t a t e røhose e o ค s t i t u t i o n 

was the a n t i t h e s i s o f au thor i ta r ian iå røo But t h i s had t o spr ing f rom a 

f u n d a m e n t a l d e e i r G f o r r a d i c a l p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e * In t h i s s e n s e many o f 

էho83 шһа had opposed й і і і е г mainta ined a p ropens i t y ผ i t h i ñ German eøc ie ty 
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f o r suen Б һ а п д ө พһөก ths o p p o r t u n i t y aro ss о Those uiho had b@an l a t a n t 

o p p o n e n t s a n d / o r h a d a c c s p t e d t a c i t l y the r s g i m e ผ З Г Ө q u i c k t o r e s p o n d 

to n@ผ l@ad@rship and the ท©พ p h o e n i x t h a t sro88 f r o m th@ ashQS o f a 

dism@mbør@d Th i rd Reich» ОПӨ t h a t шаร to hav® l a s t e d Ғог ร thousand У В 8 Г З 。 
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Chaoter F ive 

Тһө German People and Nazi Soc ia l Cont ro le 

One o f the g r e a t e s t c o n t r o l s t h a t t he Nazis шегө ab le to exe r t over 

a l l o f German s o c i e t y ШӨ8 i n the eeonorolc sphère» and the p e n e t r a t i o n o f 

the өсопошу шаз to have enormous e f f e c t s upon the p u b l i c miñd and i t s 

op in ions v İ 8 « a « v İ 8 Nazism* Econamic f a c t o r s had p layed a COคeideteb le 

p a r t i n the development o f German fase iem. The Dépression I t s e l f » 

even i f not a s o l e l y s u f f i c i e n t еаиөө o f feee ism 9 ЮЭ8 c e r t a i n l y necessary 

f o r i t e advent t and the r i f t e œhich e x i s t e d U l i t h i n t he va r i ous s o c i o 

economic l e v e l s o f German s o c i e t y were s k i l f u l l y e x p l o i t e d by H i t l e r * 

In t h i s өепөө the с1аөэ background o f pre-1933 Germany muet be understood 

f u l l y t o apprec ia te d e v e l o p m e n t s du r ing the Nazi regime* In the 

s o c i o l o g i c a l ерһеге the геэөагеһев o f t he American Professor Galger 

havo been i n v a l u a b l e i n d i s ce rn i ng the v a r l o u B d i v i d e e ผ i t h i n Шеішаг 

8 0 C i e t y 9 fflith i t e t h r e e bas ic t i e r e o f a c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s 9 a m i d d l e 

class» and la rçG labour elase« I t i s t he h i s t o r i a n ' s t ask to eva lua te 

these i n terme o f t h e l t r e l a t i o n s h i p mi th Nazism» 

There юа8 c e r t a i n l y аө g r e a t 8 g u l f i n German s o c i e t y betoieen the 

middle and upper Є І 8 8 8 Є 8 as t h e r e юав between these and the l abou r ing 

c lassée* The Іошвг middle e laeses œere to Ьөеогоө v i o l e n t l y a n t i -

c a p i t a l i s t 9 8 8 t h e l a r g e « 8 0 a l e b u s i n e s s c o n c e r n s Ю8ГӨ t e n d i n g t o f o reθ 

them o u t o f businées* For t h i s r e ฬ o n fasc ism seemed the on l y aคӨШӨГ 

f o r s m a l l , m i d d l e 0 İ 9 8 8 b u s i n e s s m e n - p r o t e c t i o n f r o m mammoth c a p i t a l i s m 9 

t ha t r a d e บกione 9 and the e f f e c t s o f t h e Depression« They f e l t t h a t 

yiąiniar Ҫесгпщоу Srø8 noâ go ing t o b e « ы » t o Ι ΐθ ΐρ thêm 9 шпё bhěbBŤůtB t f ieý 

had t e p r o t e c t themeelves« 
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M i t l e r » ա ! է հ h i e tremendoυβ s k i l l f o r p l a y i n g - o f f g roups 9 e x p l o i t e d 

t h i s e i t u a t i o f i 9 t e m p o r a r i l y o f f e r i n g aesuteneee» backed by propaganda» 

end thereby enab l ing hlro to g a i n t h e I n i t i a l suppor t he r e q u i r e d * 

Опсө t o t a l рошег шаө gained promises cou ld be thrown to the ЮІกd8o 

The Nazis s a n c t i f i e d the s m a l l 9 r u r a l peasant h o l d i n g 9 and the bosin®88 

o f the urban upper a r t i s a n e laes 9 and t h e i r aกti-»co๓rounist p o l i c y р 

p l a y i n g on tho Idea o f poss ib l e domiกat i^n o f organ ised labour» pleased 

the middle с1а88Є8 9 ae d i d H i t l e r ' s a s s o c i a t i o n o f eooFiomie and p o l i t i c a l 

misery œith t h e Trea ty ©f V o r e a i l l e e * H i t l e r 9 θ demagoguey and 

propaganda pa id o f f « He fo rmu la ted a s imp le equat ion I n people 98 minds 9 

t h a t demeeraey equals depression œhich equale dee l i ne o f t h e middle 

c lassée I t h e r e f o r e vo te f a s e l e t » 

The c a p i t a l i s t c lase o f Germany шәге» ae t h e researches o f seve ra l 

h i s t o r i a n s have p roved 9 t oge the r ա1էհ d i r e c t Nuremburg évidence» very 

С І อ ร e l y l i n k e d » I t h H i t l e r 9 8 r i s e t o рошег» But what İ8 o f t e n f o r g a t t e n 

i s t h a t long be fo re H i t l e r gained powar German i n d t i e t r i a l i e t s and 

businaesfflen had œanted t o e s t a b l i s h an i n d u a t r i a l i e t d i c t a t o r s h i p under 

Hindenburg 98 c o n t r o l * P o l i t i c a l l y the upper cíaseos undoubtedly f e l t 

t h a t 8 s t rong government шаө necessary t o break t h e economic r e s t r i c t i o n s 

o f V e r s a i l l e s and t o r e s t o r e the dominance o f Germany* In t h i s 8Θค8Θ 

the I n d u s t r i a l i s t s шөгө as I n f l u e n t i a l as t h e gene re l e 9 and c e r t a i n l y 

had the o p p o r t u n i t y t o єurb faseiem i f they had รอ deeirodo Ins tead 

the army 9 landoœaere and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s u n i t e d i n a common cause« An 

impor tan t ques t i on nonetheleee romaine, βθ t o t h e exact degree t o шһ1сһ 

๕ t he i f t d ū s t r i e l i e t s т ш pvfP@SQCİ ţ o A fon ie f ş | c İ 3 t 9 and t h e ex ten t t o 

ttihich t h e i r op in ions end ac t i one i n t e r a c t e d ա1էհ o the r sec t i ons o f German 
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s o e i s t y 9 e@p@cially t h e шогкз^ө o f i n d u s t r i e l Germanyо ผhat i s 

£ ๑ p e ř a t i v e t o ？@aliş@ i s t h a t fřoro өа?1у Ofl th@ Nazie had to accept 

the e a p i t s l i s t e as much as th@y Ned to ©ce@pt t h a ๑3กร?@1θ β@ pa?t o f 

the pømt @tPU6tupQ o f t he s t e t ๑ 9 and о т can t h@ř@for6 argus t h a t 

Сөгтап la rge«eee le busiคеөе mes a s s i s t e d by t he s t a t e 1ค the өа?1у 

t h i r t i s s r a t h s r theñ xflce^vQtออ 9 Ju&t ΘΘ i t İ8 trv@ to say t h a t 

ա£էհ@սէ voค Papeค 0ร and von Schl@i@h@r98 suppor t Ьһө  Nazie m^ld คot 

Hav© been а Ы ө to g a i » рошзРе Th© fase ie t«d i ree t@d i ñ t e n t i o f i s o f 

i n d u s t r i a l Germany шәге apparent f rom 1930 onrøard©9 At the Hamburg 

eonførenee i n ร©pt@mb@?9 1931 9 พheค էհ© N 0 S o D e A » P o u n i t e d raith th© 

German N a t i o n s ! F r o n t 9 t h s D o ฬ o V o P o 9 e s r t a i n b i g i n d u s t r i a l i s t e tstอรQ 

veyy mueh preesnto în 1933 ī o G o Farben gavs 4009000 merks řo r 

N e S e D « A 9 P o e l e c t i o n campaignse Gustav Kruppф է հա leader o f էհ® Reich 

Assoc ia t i on o f Сөғгаап I n d u s t r y 9 gav@ H i t l e r h i s suppor t i f һө røuld 

e l i e n a t Ө derooc^aey and c a p i t a l i s m 9 and i t шөз th@ Kapple? c i r c l e o f 

bueinessmeค røhieh b r ldggd thg mide gap Ьө^юөөп V0ค Hindenburg aคd H i t l s r » 

At the Ьаэө e f German s o c i e t y 9 and i t a maiñ s u p p o r t 9 ШӨГӨ t h e 

Сөггаап гаогк©Г8о  BBŤotB H i t l e p had cøm@ t o po mt 9 th@ir means o f p o l i t i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e 9 t he t rade unions» had l o s t р ө ผ ร ř o Th© б๒ ime? g0V9fñroent 

ha๙ a l lomed eisployere to шาdepmifi© o o l l e e t i v Q ba rga in ing аҙгөөт@п1ө« 

Hi t l© ř f 8 f i n a l d@@t?uctioñ o f thara ШӨ8 t h g r e f o ř e not such Ө b i i t ฒ r b l oผ 

t o th&m 88 Ì 8 8om@tiffi©3 է ho ug h t 9 p a r t i e ช l a ř l y аө H i t l e r esas  อbim t o l u r e 

a m a j o r i t y o f th© Gsrman »0?kinş el@@8 œ i t h ^ r o m i s e a өҒ f u l l e r employment 

rød b e t t e r ювҙө@0 œhich  im f a c t cam@ t r u e rølth էԽ a?meffl@ñ^ boomр though 

the gevøyamønt mm t o hawo feötal e ø ^ r ø l 0? îëbet i r ёп^шедш İ@veİ8 9 Just 

as the i n d u s t r i a l i s t e ace©pt@d h igher p r o f i t s as compefieatisn f o ř Nazi 
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coค t ro lo ฬhat Наэ Ьөөค descf ib©d by some røritere Θ8 a coñepi recy o f 

organised c a p i t e l and p a ^ t y d i c t a t o r s h i p i s t ? u @ o Th© p o l i t i e e l Q i l l 

o f the ฬezlf l@d таөзөө Ю88 ñoค«e»lat@nto The mass o f Cayman peoplQ 

ra@f© etiP8İy foo lsdo One Q H i t l e r had ge iกsd f u l l c o n t r o l o f a l l Q@p@ct@ 

o f Gorma» l i f ® Qihich he nsddad to porpe^uate h i s ？@дівю พ i t t o u t 89รท the 

f e l n t @ 8 t glimrøer o f θ cNall@ng@ f řom шпу d i r e c t i o n ь@іกฐ succ@88ful{> 

t h i s msantç i d e o l o g ì C Q l l y 9 t h e e n d o f th@ o r i g i n a l เท888 movemsfit o f t h © 

ฬ a s i S p and in i t s p laes еешө r u l e by an o l i g a r c h y o f NszÌ8p an s l i t © 

e l l quso On the economic ř ř o ň t th@ Nazis f a i l ø d p аө  О п ё Äras?lean eeonomle 

H i s t o r i a n h@8 8 0 e r u d i t e l y p u t i t 9 " o o o o o o o t o l i v © u p t@ i t s s logan and 

t o s t a b i l i s ® røage f a t o s 8 ค d p r l e Θ l e v e l s a n d © R j o y â p r o s p e r i t y bø8@d 

upon 1คcfeQ8®d p ř D d u e t i o ค o f goodøo The fİKİคς o f m i n i m u m p ř ie© 

ΙθνΘ ίθ ©neo ur ag ed c a r t e l i s a t i o ก Bfìà t h i s tended t o put P ? Î C 9 c o n t r o l more 

і ค the heกd@ o f t he і ค d u s t f i â i i @ t s pethar then the p a r t y i t 8 @ l f о Pr iées 

roso a l a rm iคҘ ly duping the armam©กէ boomo 

The d e s t f u e t i o ค o f t he t rade unione шее i n pa?t e t էһә I n s t i g e t i o ก 

o f a e m a i l д ? ө и р o f h i g h l y i n f l u e n t i a l e n d ๑ e a l t h y bu8ÍnQ88m©ñ 9 t h s 8 0 « 

c a l l e d Kappløp G i r e l l o ТҺЗРӨ ๑88 no p ř o t e e t t o t h i s f rom оthee s e e t l o ก 8 

o f G©rman i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y 0 աւէէ) էհ® ©กd o f t r s d e unionism էհ© Бшгкі»9 

man i n Ge?(DQfiy พร8 i ñ Qñ tm©คvisble p o s i t i o n ^ p a r t i e ย l â r l y i f һе шав not 

an activ@ Nezie H i t l e p ШӨ8 quick t o ьย i l d yp th@ Labour Front» a hugӨ 

organ isa t i oคр desigค@d t o c o n t r o l a l l sepeets o f the ш ө г к ө г ө 9 l i ves9 

i n c l u d i n g fpse l e i s u r e timeo I t beearos r sspond ib le f o r і ค V 8 8 t i § a t l n g 

(1 ) Ar thur SehsQit2®?« Big Bu8ÍñQ88 і ค t he T h i r d R@ieh9 P o 269 
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t h 9 p o l i t i e e l r e l i a b i l i t y Өคd t h e 1 ค d o e t ? l ค a t i o n o f พ о г к ә г ә 9 i n v i d i o s 

i r t էհ© өх^ гөтэо î t eoกtP0İ l@d th@ job market too « ผhie һ meant β Imp l y 

th@t the Labour Froดէ cou ld daeieñd compulsory membership o f th© pa?ty 

mđ p r o o f o f p o l i t i c a l r e l i a b i l i t y 89 e o n d i t i o n s f a r o b t a i n i n g a jobo 

I D t h e f a e t © r i e 8 a ค d p l a n t s t h e m e a l ^ e e ЮӨГӨ Nazi s t e o i a r d s a n d s h o c k 

t roops t o keep an әуө оค th ings» The i n d i v i d u a l røas t rapped rahetsv@r 

h ie p o l i t i c a l i ñ e l i n a t i o ñ S e Шһөп on@ee l i v e l i h o o d ШӨ8 a t atak© 9 

m i t h p o s s i b l y a raife and f a m i l y t o s u p p o r t 9 o n l y ømm dec is iอค eou ld b@ 

๓ade 9 for ihm Labour Fř©nt mms f u l l y backed by the Geetapoo 

0n@ ๓ i g h t argue t h a t t he РГӨ8ӨПСӨ o f the Lâbeuf r?0ลէ i n the 

f a c t o r i e s cons ide rab l y r e e t r i e t d d the рөшөгө o f i n d u s t r i a l management» 

In one шау i t d idp but the advantaşee f a r outtø@lgh©d the d ieadvantages· 

ผ i t h i n the a t r i e t teรme of t he p roduc t i on o f any p a r t i c u l a r шогкэ էԽ 

a u t h o r i t y o f m a n a g e m e n t шав v i r t u a l l y u n l i m i t e d 9 a n d i n f a c t t h e Labour 

Front eot i ld bd used i f 8 0 des i red t o back up the management'8 a u t h o r i t y 0 

I t шаө mueh p r e f e r r e d t e the t rade un ions* ER0 ř f f l0U8 p r o f i t s c o u l d be 

roade9 p a r t i c u l a r l y 88 a r e s u l t o f l o ผ Nazi sage l©veİ8 and p r i c e C o n t r o l « 

Provided th© i ñ d u e t r i a l i e t e kept t o t h e i r bus iness 9 success9 measured 

i n p r o f i t s 9 Шв8 guapenteed 9 в!йеэ th@ гө@гmarnent boom b ro t๑h t vas t 0?d@ ř8» 

Horaever9 many กรdded such ОТ0ӨМ t o eurv iv© « I t røould not pay t o a l i e n a t e 

Wazі supporte H i t l e r a lso røadø sure t h a t he reserved the r i g h t to Ì 8 8 U Ò 

d i r e c t i v e s t o p r i v a t e eo rpo ra t i ons i f һ ә 80 æ i e h e d « c @ r t e i ñ l y t h e t r ø 

C a r t e l Laพร o f 15th July» 1933 gave the Nazie g r e e t c o n t r o l over c a r t e l s o 

The Сзггоөก røofker шаг roost C 8 P t @ i ค l y betrsyedp bu t  һв to@ @ar@fylly G i s i gNød 

t b © ртв © ո ժ cono ΟΫ ihQ púQl^íoñc 

In tN@ e s p t ı t ? i » ğ ø f German 8ocŁ©ty H i t l e ? шаө o u t s t s ñ d l f i g l y s u o c Q s e f u l o 
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Ив p layed on в е с һ s e c t i o n 9 8 b a s i c m o t i v a t i o n s and a s p i r a t i o n s * Мө 

used aกt i -sero i t i8 f f l t o ШОО the ІОЮЄГ middle e laes to h i s e l d e , ye t 

s a c r i f i c e d these l a t e r f economica l l y 9 t o l a r g e - s c a l e business» шһовв 

suppor t Ю88 a b s o l u t e l y v i t a l * The Nazi take-over o f Jeœish banks 9 

ผ h o l e e a l e t S y 8 t o r e e 9 c o « o p s r a t i v e 8 9 c h a i n s t o r e s a n d 8 0 o n p l e e e e d t h e 

smal l shopkeeper 9 and t o Ьө a pe r t y manner i n 1933 шаө an asset · one 

ШЭ8 g i ven p r o t e c t i o n » t rade» p r i c e s cou ld be f i xed» end o n e 9 в Jeœleh 

compet i to rs Ш9ГӨ r u i n e d * But the smal l c a p i t a l i s t юаэ t o pay t h e 

pena l t y too by va r i ous Nazi l e g i s l a t i v e measures t o favour l a r g e - s c a l e 

concerns 9 ահօ i n t u r n had to accept c o n t r o l laws* Through s t a t e p r i c e 

supe rv i s i óท the Іошег middle c l ass members o f the g u i l d s шегө prevented 

from i n t r o d u e i n g t h e i r oœn eystem o f r egu la ted p r i ces» and the p r i c e s 

f i x e d by c a r t e l s bo th f o r l a r g e and s m a l l - s c a l a concerns were recogn ised* 

Between 1936 and 1938 153 9390 emai l businesses were squeezed ou t by 

Nazi a c t i o n * ^ ^ But the NQ2Ì8 themselves P ieve r f u l l y managed t o c o n t r o l 

p r i c e s * The coet o f l i v i n g index ЮЭ8 to r i s e out o f a l l p r o p o r t i o n . 

I t was the g r e a t i n d u s t r i a l concerns o f Cermany шһо шөгө t o b e n e f i t f rom 

the rearmament boom* The smal l middle c lase producer l o s t a l l round* 

0ค the p u r e l y i d e o l o g i c a l f r o n t the middle c l ass s o c i a l i s t e f a i l e d 

too ա ! է հ t he b i r t h o f the f o u r - y e a r p lan f o r b u i l d i n g lip Germany's 

armoury. From 1936 วกmarde H i t l e r became obsessed ա ! է հ reármameกէ* 

In a memorandum t o Schacht he mrotet η · · · · · · · · · · t he aoeompliehment o f 

the armament prograrmne w i t h speed and q u a n t i t y І 8 the problem o f Cerman 

p o l i t i e s 9 t h a t eve ry th i ng e l s e t h e r e f o r e should be subord ina ted t o t h i s 

(1 ) Ib id» ρ · 232 
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p u r p o s e Î 8 not i m p e r i l e d by n e g l e c t i n g a l l o t h e r q u e s t i o n e о » ( 1 ) As a 

? Q 8 u l t o f t h i s 8 t a p « u p o f apmeraent p r o d u c t i o n t h e e m a i l 0 ฬ 8 Z i f i e d 

b u s i n e s s e e f t a i n l y l o s t o u t t o th@ g r e a t e a r t @ l a 0 S e h a e h t ř 8 d ø c i e e 

o f Novemb@?D 1936 P9 řm i t t@d t h e c a p t s l s t o have t h e s o l e r i g h t t o 

r e g ú l e t e p r i e s e artd n i a p k s t S e T h i s msânt doom fo f f many s m e l l PRODUCSRSO 

The rea?røanient beo๓ had өсрөөр!ราς G0ñ3©qu8กвез f O ř a l i Gsrøsneo 

The p u r e l y economie eansequeคеөө  ВТ©  n o t էհ® c o n c e r n o f t h i s e t u d y D 

b u t t h e s i m p l e and b a s i e f a e t t h a t thø Geraian өеопошу Ьөсагаө d Í P 8 C t © d 

s o l e l y f o r m i l i t a r y poผЄР ? a t h 9 ? t h a n e c o n o m i c « i s l f a r e 9 w i t h t h e c o m p l e t e 

u n d e r m i ก i r ^ o f eoคetimeร' goods i n d u s t r i e s and f o o d s t u f f s i ropoptsp Ned 

ผ i d s i m p l i c s t l o f i s f O ř t h e Gsrmañ p u b l i e 9 шһо Ю9?ө f u l l y e o i Q m i t t s d t o l t 

พ i t h no hop© o f ？ed?@88p OP ө ө е а р Ө о The ล 8 8 8 o f German ш э г к ө г в ผΘ7Θ 

t o s u f f e r t h e f røs t i n e v e r y в р һ ө г Ө о Th© r e l a t i v e s c a r c i t y o f many 

f o o d i t e m s і ก e r e a s e d էհ© p r i e © o f t he©ร goods añd a u t o m a t i c a l l y l e d t o 

a dec l i n e o f ？อal пюйву шаое ？at®9o F o r e i g n t r e d e ь 8С8ПІ8 c o m p l e t e l y 

s u b s e r v i e n t t o r i a r m a m e n t o and t h e r s гааө no o p p o e i t i a n t o t h i s f r o m 

t h e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 0 I f t h e l a t t e r в ^ ө г o f f e?@d any o p p o s i t i o n i t Ш38 

o g a i ค a t է h e l p 1өшө? m i d d l e c l a s s N a z i e o m p a t i t o P B p шһө had v i s i o n s o f 

a g u i l d r e g u l a t e d rosrket9 añd t h e d a s t r u c t l s n o f l e rg@«9ce l® i n d u s t ? y o 

As һев Ьеөп 8ΘΘก էհ© Nez i l e s d e r e eooก P8Qİ İ8@d шһо had t o b e s u p p o s t e d 

and s c t s d a c c o r d i ก g l y о 

A lmos t e v e ř y s e c t i o n o f G@?fnaก S G e i © t y f r o m 1933 onrøatde p ond ì n d o e d 

b e f o r e t h a t d e t e in some ееөэвр s u p p o r t e d H i t l e r f o r ©eonoroic ř@asoค8» 

and i ñ moet @3θΘ8 9 ?ot o t h a p r e a s o n s t o o о Tha t many beceiñ© d i e i l l u s i o ค @ d 

( 1 ) N a z i Сос івр і гасу and Αςς?@88ΐοη» I I ! » p . 827 -828о 
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i s t r u a 9 b u t œ i t h i n t h e framerøørk o f a t o t a l i t a r i a n s t e t e i t c o u l d 

f i n d no e x p r e s s i o n * A l l i n d i v i d u a l s made p e r s o n a l d e c i s i ó ก 8 9 t h o u g h 

no i n d i v i d u a l a l o n e юаө s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g t o have a m a j o r i n f l u e n c e 

on t h e c o u r s e o f e v e n t s . The re юаө c o l l e c t i v e agreement w i t h i n g r o u p e 9 

some c o n f l i c t i n g ա ! է հ one a n o t h e r է and t h e deg ree o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 

each g r o u p o r s e c t i o n o f s o c i e t y must be seen i n t e r m s o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n 

i n t h e p o œ e r « 8 t r u e t u T 8 o f t h e i r e t a t e . The i n d i v i d u a l German œ o r k e r 9 

a l t h o u g h H i e p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s a r e i m p o r t a n t » o b v i o u s l y c a n n o t be s e t 

a l o n g s i d e t h e i n d u e t t i a l i e t f t h o u g h t h e c o l l e c t i v e s t r e n g t h o f t h e 

Garman œork lng c l a s s 1 ө i m p o r t a n t » Т һ ө г ө ЮӨГ8 g r e a t г i f t e and d i f f e r e n c e s 

b u t t h e e s s e n t i e l f a c t r e m a i n s o f adhe rence t o H i t l e r and t h e f u t u r e o f 

h i e movement» i n raany cases n o t because o f i d e o l o g i c a l a f f i n i t i e s » b u t 

because o f p e r s o n a l g a i n » o r s h e e r e x p e d i e n c y - t h i s ผ s i g h e d h e a v i l y 

i n t h e r e a s o n i n g o f many i n d i v i d u a l German ю о г к ө г в พho ШӨГӨ n o t c o n v i n c e d 

p a r t y me๗эегв* H i t l e r f 8 a n a l y s i s o f b a e i c œants ЮЭ8 ehreovd 9 and he 

c u t v e r y f i n e l y I n d e e d t h e b a l a n c i n g o f g r o u p a m b i t i o n s * The c a r t e l 

Іаюв bound t h e i n d u s t r i a l c l a s s more c l o s e l y t o t h e N82İ8 i n power and 

p r o f i t e « B o t h шәге q u i t e happy* H i t l e r шав c l e v e r enough t o appear 

t o be аскпошіес ід іпд t h a t t h e i n d u e t r I e l i e t s » a l o n g ա 1 է հ t h e g e n e r a l s 

and J u n k e r s 9 had рошөг i n t h e s t a t e · f o r example he r a p i d l y d ropped t h e 

i d e a o f a g r e a t scheme f o r r e - l o c a t i n g i n d u s t r y t o r u r a l a r e a s t o d e s t r o y 9 

H i t l e r v e r y i d e a l i 8 t l c a l l y h o p e d f t h e German p r o l e t a r i a t , 88 a r e s u l t 

o f р г в в ө и г ө f r o m t h e l o a d i n g c a p i t a l i s t s ; e v e n t u a l l y h a v i n g i n g r a t i a t e d 

h i m s e l f ա 1 է հ է һ ө т t and h a v i n g g a i n e d c o n t r o l o f էһөтр һө юав a b l e t o 

i g n o r e them* Мів t e c h n i q u e юав o v e r n h e l m i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l 9 b u t i t 

stemroed f r o m a b a s i c Ю І І І І П § П Є 8 8 f r o m a l l key s e c t i o n s o f t h e German 
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p ı A l i c t o i n i t i a l l y go a l o n g พ i t h t h e 8Chemes 9 QiHatever t h e n a t u r e o f 

l a t e r d e v e l o p m a n t 8 e 

Economic o v @ p l o r d e h i p Ю88 a s t r o n g юөөроп o f c o n t r o l f o r էһә N a z i e 9 

b u t i t e c h i e f a g e n t f O ř i n f l u e n c i n g t h e minde o f t h e German p o p u l a t i o n 9 

and i n c r e a t i n g and c o n t r o l l i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o ก 0 Ю88 t h r o u g h t h e medium 

o f p ropaganda« The c o n t r o l o f t h e v a r i e u e media f o r d i e s e m ! ค a t i a g 

щаө q u i c k l y a p p r e c i a t a d by H i t l e p * He 8ӨЮ t h a t t h r o u g h t h e p rese» r a d i o 9 

t h e c inema» maee m e s t i n g e end p a m p h l e t e e r i n g he e o u l d c a p t u t © German 

minde« Of 8 İ 1 t h e media t h e N a z i s r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e С ө г т а п p r e s s 

c o v e r e d a fflider a iKİ İence t h a n any o t h e r I» t h a t t h r o u g h t h e РҒӨ88 th©y 

c o u l d r e a c h ©very l i t e r a t e Cermen9 i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e i r p o l i t l e S o 

The N a z l f l e a t i o n o f t h e p r e s e and i t s use as a c o n t r o l шаб g r e a t l y 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e m o u l d i n g o f p u b l i e o p i n i o n « Th© р г ө ө е i t s e l f шаө 

a v a e t I n d u s t r y » and H i t l e r шаө a b l e t o g a i ก e v e n t u a l d o m i n a t i o n o v e r i t 

o n l y by Р о г ө ө Ғ ө ! means* The non«. Naz і p r e s s d i d make a s t a n d f o r 

i n d e p e n d e n c e 9 c h e r i s h i n g as i t d i d i t s r i g h t t o p r i n t f r e e l y and uneenso red 

b u t a g a i n s t o d d e t h a t ЮӨГӨ t o o g r e a t β 

H i t l e r p w s u e d a e y e t e m a t i c p o l i c y f o r g a i n i n g c o n t r o l o f t h e 

p r i v e t e l y 0toned p r e s s and d e v e l o p i n g t h e s x i e t i n g Naz i РГӨ8Ө» The 

N V o l k Ì 8 c h a f B e o b a c h t e r » M t h e p a r t y п ө ш э р а р ө г 9 had s e r v e d ргө«1933 ae θ 

combat o r g o n and аө t h e h e r a l d o f t h e movementо The Na5«D«A*P» had 

b o u g h t i t in Decomber» 1920 f o r 120»000 DVI9 Under i t s e d i t o r - i ñ - e h i e f 9 

W i l h e l m ШеІ88» i t t r i e d t o become an M 3 e c e p t a b l e < v пөшөрарөг f r o m 1933 

อnrøarde« I t шаө p r i n t e d by t h e Naz i  pteBB9 t h e Eher Ver lagф d i r e c t e d 

by Max Amaกก0 t h e e v i l g e a i u s o f H á t l o ? Փ Թ թէอQQ p õ l í e y . The Маг ів d i d 

not s t o p t h e r e о 
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A l l g a u l e i t e r e ШӨГӨ i n s t r u c t e d t o d e v e l o p a l o c a l Naz i p r e s s » E æ h 

g a u had î t e օ ա ո i n c o r p o r a t e d v e r l a g 9 w h i c h ошпесі atià c o n t r o l l e d a l l 

p a r t y o f f i c i a l пешврөрегэ i n t h e gau« The g a u l e i t e r s used a l l meene o f 

p e r s u a s i o n t o make p e o p l e e œ l t c h t o a N a z i p a p e r 9 e s p e c i a l l y р ๗ 3 l i e 

o f f i c i a l s « I n some а г ө а в g a u l e i t e r e made t h e i n h a b i t a n t s s t a t e шНісИ 

пөшврарег t h e y r e a d 80 t h e y c o u l d b e t h e n ^ p e r s u a d e d 1 9 i f t h e y ШӨГӨ 

u n f a v o u r a b l e . F u r t h e r m o r e g a u l e i t e r s had e x t e n s i v e рошөгө under t h e 

РГӨ88 o r d i n a n c e s t o c o n t r o l l o c a l P u b l i s h i n g and netrøpaper f i r m e » They 

a l s o e n f o r c e d t h e E d i t o r ' s ᄂаш o f 4 t h O c t o b e r 9 1933 · The РГӨ88 p o l i c y 

Ш88 c e n t r a l l y c o n t r o l l e d t h r o u g h t h e R e i c h Press Chamber» (one o f G e v e n 

еһешЬөгв o f t h e R e i c h Chamber o f C u l t u r e c r e a t e d by t h e Laœ o f 22nd 

Sep tember 9 1 9 3 3 ) · T h r o t ญ h t h e g a u l e i t e r e » a s s i s t e d by t h e g e s t a p o 9 

a l l c o m m u n i s t a n d s o c i a l i s t p u b l i s h i n g p r o p o r t i e s a n d a g e n c i e s ШӨГӨ 

c o n f i s c a t e d . T h i e юеө t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t o t a l i t a r i a n i e a t l o n o f 

t h e German f r e e pressф By t h e end o f 1934 t h e p r e s s was s t i l l f a r 

f rora N a z i f i e d * On ly 25% o f a l l d a i l i e s шәге p r o d u c e d by Naz l -oœned 

p u b l i s h i n g h o u s e s * 

B e f o r e a p u b l i s h e r c o u l d be a d m i t t e d t o t h e R e i c h Press Chamber 

i n d i v i d u a l s had t o be c e r t i f i e d as p o l i t i c a l l y r e l i a b l e * Those юһо 

f a i l e d t h e t e e t шәге 8 0 0 ท o u t o f b u s i n e s s о There İ 8 no d e f i n i t e 

e v i d e n c e аө t o һою many ШӨГӨ r t l i กed 9 8 8 t h e r e l e v a n t Naz i documents 

ЮӨГ8 d e s t r o y e d . Bu t i t юав i n A p r i l 9 1935 t h a t Amanค d e a l t h i s ace 

w i t h h i s O r d i n a ค c e s » p r o m u l g a t e d under p a r a g r a p h 25 o f t h e d e c r e e o f 

t h e R e i c h Chamber o f C u l t u r e . Aroann Bias h i t t i n g d i r e c t l y e t t h e g r e a t 

neœspaper ç h a i ^ Ş f t ^ a C a t h o l i c РГӨ8&» and i n p a r t l ė u l a r 9 t h e G e n e r a l a n z e i g e r 

C h a ţ f b ffihich i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e o r d i n a n c e s ЮӨГӨ n o t h i n g ГООГӨ t h a n b l a t a n t 
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a t t a c k s a g a i n s t named i n d i v i d u a l e t o r o b them o f t h e i r p r o p e r t y and 

l e g a l r i g h t e « No r e d r e s s ร988 g r a n t e d o The g e s t a p o v i g i l a n t l y c a r r i e d 

o u t t h e ๓ӨОNanic8 o f i m p l e m a n t a t l o n9 and d i r e e t e d p r e s s u r e i n p a r t i c u l a r 

on t h e p r e s s e s o f t h e C e n f e B 8 Ì o n a l Church* 

Amann and h i s a g e n t s t o o k o v e r s e v e r a l g r e a t c o m b i n e s 9 i n some cases 

under c a m o u f l a g e d p a r t y c o n t r o l է such aa t h e Phoen i x P u b l i s h i n g Co« f o r 

e x e ๓ p i e 9 røhich c o n t r o l l e d a v a s t c h a i n o f пвшврарөгө 1ก Co logne f m u n s t e r , 

K a r l s r u h s » (Qainz 9 Paderborn» Шиг гЬигд 9 and (dorme* I n t h e Ruhr垂Rhineland 

a r e a t h e Po tz g roup o f пвюврарегв 9 C a t h o l i c onmed and i n c l i n e d 9 шав 

hammered v e r y h e a v i l y by t h e N a z i s f e s p e c i a l l y as t h e y o u t - c o m p e t e d t h e 

l o e a l gau пөюэрарөгв * Bu t t h e g r e a t c a t c h ЮЭ8 t h e Gener a1anzs igΘΓ р г е ө в 9 

พ h i c h юаз made an t h ø r V e r l a g s u b s i d i a r y 9 assuming t h e name o f t h e Vera 

V e r l a g s a n e t a l t * I t s d i r e c t o r * Пах U i n k l e r 9 g a i n e d c o n t r o l o f 80me o f 

t h e g r e a t German กөюврарөг8 - էha ttlurzburger G e n e r a l a n z e i g e r 9 t h e R o e t o c k e r 

A n z e i g e r » t h e Hanove rsche r A n z e i g e r 9 t h e L e i p z i g e r Neuas te N a e h t r i o h t e n » 

and t h e Magdeburger G e n e r a l a n z e i g e r - a l l p u t up в f i g h t , b u t ШӨГӨ 

euppressed» аз ШӨГӨ է ա օ o t h e r g r e a t nowspapere» t h e Bremer N a c h t r i c h t o n » 

end t h e Hamburger F r e m d s n b l a t t * T h i s r u t h l ø 8 8 e x p r o p r i a t i o n юаз t y p i c a l 

o f oihat œant on t h r o u g h o u t t h e German р геөву and o f t h e Commun ica t i ons 

i n g e n e r a l i n t h e T h i r d Re ieh« At Nuremburg max Afflaกก t r i e d t o d e f e n d 

h i e p o l i c y 8 8 n e c e s s a r y a c t s o f H e l e a n 8 i n g and r e f o r m w . 

The key f a c t І 8 t h a t Amann 1 8 p o l i c y s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e h o l d o f t h e 

p a r t y o v e r t h e c o u n t r y and c o n s o l i d a t e d d i c t a t o r s h i p - h i e шэгк was 

done i n c l o s e c o l l a b o r a t i o n røith Goebbe ls m i n i s t r y o f Propagandat arid 

tNe p?opogef id& a g e n c i e s @f o t h e r m i n i s t r i l e ; I n 1936 f o $ ш с а т р і е  nOİB 

Ushrmaeht 1 9 юаө l a u n c h e d  вө  a meene o f p o p u l a r i s i n g t h e armed f o r c e s 
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t a i t h էհ® նԹ？men рөор1@о Bu t Go@bb@ls and H i t l s r төгө t o b ©comร) 

t r e m e n d o u s l y tøorri^d by thQ outcom© o f t h e p o l i c y « m i l l i o n s o f G®řf f lอกร 

g Ց Ա Ծ up ?©@diคς пеш^рөрога^ s i m p l y Ե Թ Օ Զ Ա Տ Զ t h ö y шег© t o o p o l i t i e s l l y 

b Ì89©d AÑD a b u s i v o 9 B O R I N G í , ย Ñ D G Q Ñ Q ^ Q L L Y d u l l Á Ñ D QT@rsotyp©do H i t i © ? 

had d r i v ร ก oui է հ© B Q S T j o u r n a l i s t s and p u b l i s h s r S ô M is ก©พ stū?? 

OQVQ O B V I O U S L Y L A C K I N G I Ñ Ü R Q Q T Í V I T Y AND O R I G I N A L I T Y AS FAŘ as E LA?G@ 

Q © c t i o ก oP t hQ Germsn p u b l i e พ Զ Ց coneQrกQdo B o t h Co@bbQÌ8 añd H i t i © ? 

must hav© r o e l i e ø d T H 8 T t h e i ï p o l i e y HAD i n p a r t f a i l e d D b u t H i t l a ř 

Π Β Υ © Γ p u b l i c l y e r t i e u l s t ^ d t h i s f o ř obv iou© r s a s o ñ S o Odd ly t h e E d i t o r 0 ร 

Laa С9Ө8 t o b s t i g h t s n e d 9 СЮrรรคing t h e Naz i p r a s e s i t u a t i o n 0 

Ւ๒ш Ғ а г THQ Nas i end N a s i f i e d pr@83 ©f f@et©d p u b l i c o p i n i o n on© c a n n o t 

gauge I N HARD T©7M@o î t ©VOKSS T H G тоЇВ U N I V Q R S A L Q U S Ø T I O ค O F TO ßihat 

3» t@ñt Naz ī p ropagande ผรร s u c c e s s f u l o v s r a l l o C e r t e i ก l y t h © i r p r@3® 

E A M P S I G ก ร 9 w i t h Bİ1 Է h o i r PROPAGANDAD Ա Զ Տ b u i l t POUND A M O T I O N SND V I O L S N C Q D 

AT I F F © ก © D w i t h A L@?GQ do 3 Q o f I N T I M I D A T I O N and t e r r o r o Th© กGUFSPAPE?ร 

th@ms@lv@3 a?ร 8vìd@NC3 Qfาวบgho A N e z i พho e o m m i t t s d H I M 9 A L F t o th© 

b a s i c e ims o f t h e p e r t y ผ o u l d n o t ค g e e s s a r i l y Ьө t o o eonee?ñQd w i t h է ի ց 

t ? i m m i ñ g ร o f p a ř t y propagอกd@0 But i t i s i m p o ř ^ a ň t t o RSMQMBGR t h e t 

Maziem d i d leek i d Q o l o g i c a l C Q ñ t s n t o T h i s i s รบ?© ly шһу p ropaganda ΠΘ8 

8 0 ก©EQSSARYO Oñ l o o k i n g อ է էԽ ©vid@ÑGQ i t ผ 0 u l d BQอm t h e t ühö N a z i 

Р?@Э8 D O ก t ř o l ША@ A L M O S T Ñ@gativ@ PROPSGANDQP І ก s o r a r AS I T F O R © S T A L L E D 

ind@p@nd©ñt o r a ñ t i « w © 2 I o p i n i o n řpom Ьяіпд ө кр гөзшөЁ! 9 s l t h o u g h i t@ 0Шค 

E F F O R T S ω©Ρ© Ց Օ Ա Թ พ h a t epu?ÑQD B Y  էԽ CQ^rneก ř s a d i n g p u b l i c o I f p u b l i e 

o p i n i o n røas t o b@ e o ñ t r o l l @ d i t had t o Ьө by o t h e ? ฅ@ธค6  BQ Ш9І1о H i t l © ř 

h l m s ø l f е ішеув r s l Í Q d Oñ է հ© spokgn movtì0 r s t h Q ř th@ค էհ© w r i t t e n oñGo 

HQ DQ9 v©řy b e d oก PAPQRO On էհ© o t h Q ř HEND O ñ อ с Ա Ո ฮ ր ց ս Թ t h a t  ЬЬв 



Р?@Ө8 d i d t © ^ d t o ？ e f l s e t th@ o p i n i o n @ñd №@ds e f  m รกtř@r)eH©d Νθ2 ΐ 

s t e t s o Bu t t h i s İQ vs?y h y p o t h s t l c â l 1 ) snd оค© e Q ? t @ l n l y β a ก » o t imput© 

t o thQ N a z i թ？ΘΘΘ th© â b i l i t y t o change p u b l i e o p i n i o n by t h e ř 9 p o ř t i n g 

o f s t r a i g h t FSCTO T h e t 9 0 mรกY ก@€шрарө?ө P 8 3 0 Ř T @ D t o p a i i y g ^ i e 3 ค d 

iñv@6t lv@ md 0V@7@tet@m@กt@ Oñ msเ®ty s u b j e c t may hav© eonv iñe©d mmy 

o f t h e v@lie©l©8SÑ@86 өҒ r e & d l ก § ฬ e s i f i Q d กөтаврөрөгөо I ค รกy e o e Î G t y 

t h e рттвв cm  have t?am©nd0U8 © f f e e t upoก p u b l i e o p i ค i ø ค 9 @ith@p p o @ i t î v 9 

o? N E G E T L V E O оก T H Q Θ68กԷ Q V Í D S Ñ C S a v e i l e b l e Î T muld 8Q©ffl t h a t t o a 

f r e a t e ? 8 » t e ก է t h e advoo@ei©8 o f th® Naz i Р Г Ө Ө 8 rø@ra ? e j © e t © d  by th© 

p u b l i c m i n d 9 Q? t h e y ๑379 n o t p o g s r d e d 88 ^ һ ө b@8T medium f o r 

e o m m o ค l e a t i ค § D İ t h ญ ө г ! i d s a s » 

Хп է հ© 1920e H i t l @ ? had d©v@lop@d h i e funda røeก ta l %өсһคìqu@8 a t 

o p i n i o n cep tu?© S Ñ D e o ñ t r o l p b u t n o t t h r o u g h T H 8 p p อ ร 8 9 b u t t h r o u g h 

บคifoffroSf, i n s i g n i a s ^ r a n k s р d é c o r a t i o n s ^ and e m o t i v e e r i@9 » w H e i l H i t l © r w í 

ttSi®9 H © i l t t » and a l s o s i อ § 8 П В âกd т а ^ е һ ә © 9 @tseh Q 8 t h e w H o r s t ผ @ 8 s s l l i @ d n « 

t h e i r s i g n e t u ? © tum9 and т ө б ә mes t i f i gso @t ผ h i e h h i g h l y c h e r ğ e d and 

8 İ e g a n i s © d p e i ค է © Өคd t h e s e s rø@r@ p u t a c r o s s о The rasthod l a y i n b a s i e 

р ө у е һ อ l o g y 9 b i r t t h e өиееөвө o f i t шаө g ř @ a t l y c o n t i n g e n t upon e t i r r s n t 

d e v ø l o p m s ก t s raithiก Germany @ñd th@ røofld @t 1ө?д8о I n 1927 өп1у 

75^590 р е ө р 1 ө p a i d e u b s e r l p t i o ค ร t o  էԽ NoSeDoA 0Po H ì t l @ 7 e o u l d nev@r 

have e x p e c t s d t o ๑ i n ov@p th© p u b l i e ค i ñ d by t r u t h snd ø b j © e t i v i t y « 

ï f t th© @a?ly t røent iQS H i t l Q ř шее o b v i e u s l y o e r k i n g วก t h e p ř i n e i p l s 

t h a t h@ юһо h o l d s th@ s t?@@İ3 eeñ ШІก t h e s t a t s » he t u r n e d th@ 8 t ? © e t e 

i r t t e b e t t l e f i s l d s a g a i n s t T H 9 eommuniets» and t h r o u g h o u t t h s m id end l a t e 

t e r © ท © v e r y e t s t e i n Germany ա ! է հ t N© e»e©Dt iøค o f ^ B a v a ^ i Q оฝЫөш0ё1 

Н і й 0 І ก t h e l a t e է ผ e n t i o s and t h i r t i e s һ© cara© t o г®1у i ñ e r s a s i n g l y 
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upoค 8рө©сһө8 р m@©tin33 9 end  тшве ？ о Ш ө в р Յ Է røhich  hm p u i h i s roaiw 

ld©6© өе?озө i ñ ы а е к d røhlt© t e r m s 9 h © s v i l y g © ก © ? a l i s a d = H i t l @ r 

ค i n t © ค d e d Ө ? hopsd t o e a p t u p s 1 ก t Q İ l @ e i u e l ө р ! п 1 ө п 9 b u t m@se o p í ค i o ค о 

I ñ от уэ@Рф 1 9 ^ 0 p a r t y m9frib©?@hip ìne?@es@d t@ 108p717o H i t l e ? 

r © l i e d OÑ t h ø 8@тө 9 f © p @ t i t i v © ^Нәшөа  fot h i s p ropagande? ñ o t o b i y էհտտ@ 

o f a ñ t i « 8 @ m l t i e m and communism 9 artd c © 7 t @ i n l y fot ŤQtBiqfi propagacela 

Խ r e l i e d h @ a v l i y OÑ %һө  IdQB o f a 1 9 B o l s h e v i k m@Ñ@e©№e At horas է հ© 

g e n e r a t i o n ©Ғ añ an t i«eomra t iñ Í8 t рөусһө@1ө  твв  рагшпөуคt t o feh© ӨЦССӨ88 

оҒ N a s i propaşap ıdao Fot t h o s e ?вавоค8 t h e N a z i p t Q p e g e ñ d í s t s ผ ө г е t o 

f a v o u r b r o s d e a s t l ñ g f a r mo?© t h a n th© Р Ғ Ө 8 8 9 end t h s y rø©r© h i g h l y 8 u c c © 8 8 f u l 

in t h i s o Th@ Ssa? b r o a d e a e t i ^ g ррөрвҙаกda campa ign p r o v e s t h i s 9  md 

c e f t a i f i l y th@ O l y m p i c gamas i n 1936 шев a g r s s t p ropaganda в и в с ө ө з f e r 

tN@ N a z i s t h r o u g h t h e medium оҒ b r o a d s â s t i n g o H i t l e ? шаร q u i c k t o 

H E V E T H E S M A L L р EH@AP ŘADICÍ 3@te 9 T H Q Volk8empf©ng@Pp eold 9 » t e r i 8 İ V 8 İ y 

t h r o u g h o u t t N s Re icho 

The N a s i s ШӘРӘ v e r y rouch ашар© o f p u b l i e o p i ค i o ñ 9 and t h e y 

a p p r e c i a t e d t h a t i t had b@ c a r e f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d 9 b e f o r e i t c o u l d be 

ma8t@tsd by th© most s u i t a b l e t y p e o f p ropaganda ©ecord1ης もo p ř ^ v a i l i n g 

moodeo The ท ! ก i s t e ? o f Popu la? Eñl i§Ht©»m@nt md p ropaganda шав e x p © r t 

a t t h İ 8 9 b o t h a t homs 8คd abroado Go@bb@le9 m i n i s t r y р ө ก e t f a t e d էհ® 

ฬ i l h e l m s t r a s s e 9 demanding i n f o r m a t i o n » and o ıan t i nş to УӨӨ  itB f o r e i g n 

щвтівв t o l a u n c h H I S f e r s i g ñ p?opeg@ñd@ е ш р а 1 ҙ ^ 8 о l ? 0 ñ i e a l l y 

R i b b e n t í o p and Goebb©İ8 had g?©at d i f f i e u l t y i n e o » ร p e f a t i n g OÑ t h i s 

p o i n t о Von N e u r a t h ЮӨ8 e v i d e n t l y q u i t a со»орвГ8І ІУЄе Тһә N a z i s 

соคdue ted q u i t s a p r e c i s e HQU€li@คер тттшШ QmpQ&gnp ？Łnd&ng out 

шһ&тв r a s i e t a n e e s t i l l © » i e t e d and thmm อ t t e r a p t i a f t o e l i m i ก ร է © them 
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v i a p ropaganda« For example N a z i p ropaganda ШӨӨ n e v e r q u i t e 8 0 i f i t e a e e 

8 8 i t шаө i n A u s t r i a f r o m 1933 t o 1938 - e v e r y a v a i l a b l e p ropaganda 

m e t h o d Ш 8 8 e m p l o y e d 9 İ R e l u d i n g e x c e s s i v e v i o l e n c e * The Propaganda 

m i n i s t r y Ш 8 8 i n c r e d i b l y s k i l f u l and s u c c e s s f u l i n a v o i d i n g d i s c r e d i t 

f © r H i t l e r on t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e 1934 p u t s c h i n A u s t r i a and D o l f u e s 1 

murder * Moet Germane g e n u i n e l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e A u s t r i a n b r a n c h o f 

t h e N«S*D«A#P* шаө t o t a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e v e r y t h i n § t h a t had happened . 

T h l e r e v e a l e a f u n d a m e n t a l p o i n t - t h a t і ฝ ิ a t o t a l i t a r i a n e t a t e t h e 

a v e r a g e man о г Ш0๓aก Ш І І 1 t e n d t o a c c e p t t h e p r o p p a n d e p o u r e d o u t 

p r o v i d e d i t l e шө11 m a p p e d u p ; s i n c e no o t h e r o p i n i o n i s a l l o œ e d t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l mind i s e a s i l y c a p t u r e d * The re comee a p o i n t t o o шһөп 

t h o s e c r e a t i n g p ropaganda b e g i n t o b e l i e v e t h e i r оաո l i e s . 

Of a l l t h e f a c e t e o f Naz i p ropaganda t h e r e r e m a i n s t h e p o m e r f u l 

demagsguey o f H i t l e r » a man æho røas a b l e t o e o n t r o l m i l l i o n s t h r o u g h 

mass e m o t i o n t and a t t i m e s 9 h y s t e r i a * C u n n i n g l y t a o һө used t h e 

R e i c h e t a g as a v e h i c l e f o r a d d r e s s i n g t h e œ s r l d - t h a t he шав a b l e t o 

l i e 8 0 c o n v i n c i n g l y made most Germans b e l i e v e t h a t he r e a l l y d i d ttish 

t o c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e œeetern рошегв and be a c c e p t e d by them* Мө 

alœays p a i d s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o G r e a t B r i t a i n 9 and a g r e a t many o f 

h i e shams and l i e s f o o l e d a l a r g e s e c t i o n o f t h e B r i t i s h p e o p l e * Bu t 

t h a more b l a t a n t a s p e c t s o f h i s p ropaganda f a i l e d m i s e r a b l y i n B r i t a i n * 

The B r i t i s h p r e s s w o u l d have none o f i t * 
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BsfoTrn Զ F I N A L a p p r a i s a l O F p u b l i e o p i n i o n RØITHIN p©ae@tirø© Maxi 

Сөргаәпу i s (Ilade0 i t Ì 8 i m p o ? t a » t t o d e l i ค © a t e с 1 з ө ? 1 у էհ© էพ© ค e r a l 

e a t ^ a ř i e ® o f paop l© шһ1еһ hav© erodřged i ค t h i s s t ü d y o F i r s t l y t h s r © 

юз?ө t h o s e шһо ше?ө ttindependeกէΜ· p e o p l e шһө i n t e r a c t e d » I t h t h e N a z i e 9 

and ffiho Ш8ГӨ f r e e t o I n t e r p r e t f © ř t h e m s e l v s e tH© f a e t s o f Na2İ8ffi and 

Naz i Germanyρ θคd a e t a c c o r d i n g t o t h a i ? ørøn f r©© » i l l » e i t h e r becausa 

o f t h e f o r t u n e s ø f a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i a l añd seonomie p o e i t l o ก 9 a n d / o r 

ЬЭСӨУӨӨ o f ร บ р з г і о г I n t e l l e c t u a l q u e l ì t l e e ШӨГӨ a b l e t o a f i s l ye© է հ© 

ppecłieara©คէ t h a t է&շ&ճ them a»d Ger шаคу 9 and a c t уроค t h i s 9 O ř t h i ñ k 

upeค i t օ ո կ 9 f o r b e t t e r o r f o t ш о г в ө 9 b y t g i v © ค t h a t 98ch i n d i v i d u a l 

røas c o n d i t i o n e d by h i s p e r t i e u l a r e ^ v i r o ñ f f l e n t @»d p r e d i c a m e n t o T h e i r 

a c t m l a c t i o ค 9 o r พ o r d 9 o r t h o u g h t І 8 » o t a t p o i n t et t h e momento 

Second l y T H 8 T 3 ш@ө th@ much l a r g e r c a t e g o r y ©Ғ t h o s e юһо ШӨГ9 a c t s d upoñf) 

t h â t і з t h o s e  who moet e a s i l y s u s c e p t i b l e t o propagand@ f o r v a r i o u s 

reasonsо I t mus t a l e o be agpøed upon t h a t t h e mechan ics and p r e v a i l i n g 

f a c e t s o f t h e n p t i b l i c m iwd t t o r n § r o u p o p i n i o » M a t any p o i n t e8ft O ñ l y 

Ьө  e u e e e e e f u l l y a n a l y s e d by e m p i r i c a l s t u d y » t h o u g h i t mou ld Ьө r e a s o n a b l e 

f o r t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t t o адрөб ผ i t h t h e h i s t o r i a n t h a t СӨРta in 8 ช p p o s i t l o ก 8 

can be made 9 f o r өхагор1ө t h e t t h e m ind o f  твп і з raalleable and i s r e a d y 

t o be m v e d o H i s t o r y І 8 i t e a l f a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h i e * p ropaganda 

a d m i t t e d l y І 8 an e x t r e m e шау i n шИібИ mersв 8 minde с an be c o n t r o l l e d o 

i todern 8 ฬ > l i m a i a d v e r t i s i n g has p r o v e d t h i e » t h e a d v e r t i e l ก § 

p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s raethod i s i n raaคу wey& s i m i l a r t o t h a t a d o p t e d by H i t l ø r « 

oř f i n d i n g o u t t h e mein e l e m e n t s a t вюрк i n էһә m ind o f t h e a v e r a g e 

c i t i z e n 9 and t h e o a d o p t i n g an a p p r o p r i a t e t e c h n i q u e f o r p e r t i c u l a ř 
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e l?eum8taคСӨ8 and t n e ends t h a t a r e i n m ind* 

E e e e n t i a l a l s o t o any c o n c l u s i o n s İ 8 t h e r e a l i s a t i o n ö f t h e n a t u r e 

o f German s o c i e t y b e f o r e 1 9 3 3 9 w h i e h Ш88 d e l i n e a t e d e a r l i e r i n t h i e 

шогк» Germany had FIO է g o t a m a t u r i n g d e m o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n * I n a 

democracy Й С0П88ПІ И І 8 t h e key œord* P e r s u a s i o n І 8 t h e att o f t h a 

d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c i a n · t o c o n v i n c e an e d u c a t e d 9 open- f f l î r ıded 9 and f r e e 

р ฟ » l i c « I n an a r t i c u l a t e d e m o c r a t i c communi ty p t ^ l i c o p i n i o n c a n n o t 

t h e r e f o r e be i g n o r e d * But i n a t o t a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y t h e p i a l l e І 8 t o l d * 

I t І 8 n o t a ttC0flipetitiv8H s o c i e t y - t h e r e a r e n o r i v a l p a r t i e s » a n d n o 

f r e e e l e c t i o n s t o be ա ո * Germany i n t h e t m e n t i e s mas an e m b r i o n i e 

and s t r u g g l i n g democracy» and one t h a t Ш88 i n p a r t l u r e d i n t o f a s c i s m 9 

y e t one t o o t h a t ผ a n t e d t o d e s t r o y Weimar democracy» t h o u g h l e t i t be 

s a i d t h a t betf f ieen 1930 and 1933 c o u l d n o t have f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d t h a t 

Nazism «røuld d e v e l o p a l o n g t h e a b o m i n a b l e l i n e s t h a t i t d i d a f t e r 1933 · 

Папу» f o r sound r e a s o n s 9 шеге I n c r e d u l o u s . Some t h o i ^ h t t h a t t h e l e o p a r d 

m i g h t change h i e s p o t s 9 and o t h e r s t h o u g h t t h a t Nazism c o u l d be k e p t i n 

check * T h e r e f o r e i t i s p o i n t l e s s t o see N a z i s o c i e t y i n t h e e a r l y 

t h i r t i e s » c o m p a r a t i v e l y 9 i n t e r m s o ř t h e r e l a t i v e l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d 

democracy o f t h B s i x t i e s * One с a n n o t e x p e c t t h e N a z i p u b l i c t o a c t 

as ttjudg8Ä and " j u r y " i n t h e шау t h a t a r e a s o n a b l y e n l i g h t e n e d and 

œ e l l * e d u c a t e d p u b l i c does t o - d a y » e s p e c i a l l y ա ! է հ t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f 

i n d e p e n d e n t mass madia a t i t s d i s p o s a l * A d e m o c r a t i c p u b l i c Ю І І 1 ask 

i t s e l f q u e s t i o n s . No и a p p r o v a l 1 1 юаз b e i n g s o u g h t by t h e Naz is9 n o t 1 ก 

t h e d e m o c r a t i c өөпөӨф Through i t s p ropag anda H i t l e r Ш88 а Ы ө t o rt ฒารшөг я 

t h a q u e s t i o n s t h e Naz i s p u t i n s o c i e t y ՚ Ց fflind^ many of" tøhich d i d i n f a c t 

have 8oนกd enough basée» The c o n t r o v e r s y o f t h e T r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s 
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i s an e x a m p l e . What œae needed шаө sound d i r e c t i o n * T h i s юа8 t h e 

r e e p o n e i b i l i t y o f government and i t «as f o u n d шапt ing« 

Abov๑ a l l e l s e i t i e v i t a l t o r e a l i s e t h a t i n e v a l u a t i n g p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n m i t h i n Na2 İ Germany 9 o v e r a a i d e g e o g r a p h i c a l » p s y c h o l o g i c a l 9 

and 8ес1о*ееөпот1е aroa» one İ 8 d e a l i n g w i t h a t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e 

шһегв c o n t r o l s ЮЄГ8 g r e a t . I n one sense t h e e v i d e n c e may be c l e a r 9 

i n a n o t h e r i t may be l a c k i n g f s i m p l y beeeuse i n t i m i d a t i o n d r o v e u n d e r g r o u n d 

many พԽ o t h e r œ i s e m i g h t have been т ө г е a r t i c u l a t s * I n t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

еаееө t h a t heve been examined g r e a t s t r e s s ШӘ8 p l a c e d on t h e t o t a l i t y 

o f an i n d i v i d u a l 9 ร p o s i t i o n and a e t i o n e t s i n c e røhat n o r m a l l y œould be 

c o n v e n t i o n a l o u t l e t s f o r o p i n i o n і ก a d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y ШӨГӨ s t i f l e d 

i n Naz i G ermen у о I t юав q a l n t e s e e í i t i a l t h e r e f o r e t o a n a l y s e i n d i v i d u a l s 

8 8 c l o s e l y аө t h e e v i d e n c e p e r m i t t e d * 

I n d i v i d u a l e f r o m many and v a r i e d s e c t i o n s o f German s o c i e t y have 

been і ก v e e t l g a t e d i n t h l e s t u d y » because p u b l i c o p i n i o n І 8 t h e a g g r ^ a t e 

QŤ i n d i v i d u a l o p i n i o n e * The i n d i v i d u a l makes up t h e g r o u p * At a l l 

l e v e l s i n d i v i d u a l s have beon seen a g a i n s t t h e i r backg rounds» and 0 Ո 9 

g e n e r a l and I m p o r t a ก է ไі p o i n t Hae emerged - t h a t * as i s pe rhaps common t o 

any i n d i v i d u a l a t any p o i n t In t i m e 9 t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n Naz i Germany шав 

n o t п е о ө ө ө а г Н у вИошіпд n r a t i o n a l M j udgmen t է i n f a c t a t t h e e x t r e m e o f 

t h İ 8 v ieœ many р в ө р 1 ө юөге a d h e r i n g q u i t e d o g m a t i c a l l y t o t h i n g s шһ!сһ 

шаге p a t e n t l y u n t r u e * But t h i s юав ค อ է n e c e s s a r i l y a f a l l i n g p e c u l i a r 

t o N a z i e o o i e t y - i n t h e m i d d l e Ages p e o p l e t h o u g h t œ i t c h e e e x i s t e d во 

t h e y b u r n t them* I t i e a x i o m a t i c t h a t p e o p l e æho knoю l i t t l e a r e o f t e n 

i n t e l o s r ø t o f e p o i a t o f v lo f f l t b e t i s е о п і ^ е т у t o t h e i f oæn« Տէտշակ 

i n N a z i Germany t h e p e r s o n a l a t t a c k 8UP着 rseded İCI3İG» T h i s f a c t œas 
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mere p r e v a l e n t i n t h e T h i r d R e i c h t n o t o n l y because o f p r o p a g a n d a , 
and t o t a l i t a r i a n c o n t r o l s » b u t a l s o because o f u n i q u e h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s t h a t a l l o w e d t h e s e t o i n t e r a c t * T h i s İ 8 t h e p r i m e r e a s o n 
шһу i n t h e f i r e t p a r t o f t h i e œ o r k i t ЮЭ8 8 0 i m p o r t a n t t o examine 

t h e и а p r i o r i 1 1 Judgments o f t h e p r e - N a z i e r a b e f o r e an a n a l y s i s o f 

t h e P08Ł-1933 Germany c o u l d be mede* 

A c l i m a t e o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n i s a l f f iays c r e a t e d by а РГӨСӨ88 o f a c t i o n 

and i n t e r a c t i o n , o r betmeen t h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n a t any 

9 i v e n p o i n t œ î t h t h e f o r c e s t h a t h e l p t o make i t and a l s o c h a r g e i t * 

I t i s a c o n t i n u u m - dynamic i n e v e r y sense* One has aөеп հ օ ա է h i e 

p r o c e s s røorked i n Naz i Germany» i n ๓ a r k e d c o n t r a s t ա ! է հ t h a t o f a 

d e m e r a t i c s o c i e t y ; i n t h e f o r m e r t h e o p i n i o n s o f p r e - 1 9 3 3 German 

s o c i e t y ЮӨГӨ r e n d e r e d s t a t i c 9 and t h e n etorked upon by t h e N a z i s * 

The n o r m a l p r o c e e s œas f r o r e n * The s y e t 柳 became опе -шау . T h i s i s 

why œhat one cen c o n v e n t i o n a l l y d e f i n e as p u b l i c o p i n i o n Ш88 t o a 

g r e a t e r e x t e n t n o n - e x i s t e n t i n t h e T h i r d R e i c h * T h i s p o i n t İ 8 e m i n e n t l y 

c l e a r шһөก l o o k i n g e t t h e ΡΓΘ88 1 røhich шһөп N a z i f i e d s neve r hed t o 

c o n f o r m t o g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d s t a n d a r d s o f oihat t o p u b l i e h « One c a n n o t 

speak o f w e c t i o n H and M ł n t e r a c t i o ก w
ý s i n c e a p r e ^ N a z i » f r e e сопэөпзиз 

o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n wae п ө и ө г p e r m i t t e d t o f u l l y i n t e r a c t * To a 1Θ888Γ 

e x t e n t t h e y d i d i n t e r a c t 9 b u t t h i s Ю88 v i r t u a l l y c o n e p i r a t o r i a l * 

H i t l e r ШЭ8 q u i c k t o d i e c o v e r what t h e s t i m u l i шәге t o шЫсһ p u b l i c o p i n i o n 

wou ld r e s p o n d most r e a d i l y * T h i s шаө a t t h e r o o t o f h İ 8 s u c c e s s - he 

m a n i p u l a t e d some o f t h e key m o t i v a t i o n a l f o r c e s i n German s o c i e t y 9 

c o n v e r t i n g them t o w p u b l i c о р і п і о п й о I t І 8 pe rhaps Θ p h i l o s e p h i c a l 

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l q u a a t l o n r a t h e r t h a n an h i s t o r i c a l one œhich muet а ө к 
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һою f a r a p e o p l e a r e r e s p o n s i b l e ― Խ% f a r , g i v e n a l l t h e s e f a c t o r s » 

can one l e g i t i m a t e l y assess t h e deg ree t o tohich t h e German p e o p l e f r e e l y 

f o l l o œ e d t h e Naz i c r e a d . 

Keep ing t o t h e s t r i c t l y h i s t o r i c e l i t has emerged һош t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

German and t h e mass o f Germane d i d become v e r y c l o s e l y r e l a t e d - and i n 

t h e case o f t h e b r o a d mass o f o r d i n a r y พ ว r k i n g » c l a 8 8 Germane» and 

i n d e e d o t h e r c l a s s e s too» i t was t h r o u g h t h e croœd t h a t many i n d i v i d u a l e 

дгэю t o e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r d e s i r e s and ա ւ է հ օ ս է 

r e s t r a i n t * I t юаө t h r o u g h t h e mass movement t h a t t h e N a z i s d i d 

s t a n d a r d i s e t h e h a b i t s o f i n d i v l d u a l S f and H i t l e r me a b l e t o g l v 9 

f o r t h e i r a c t i o ก ร and b e l i e f s what t h e y t h o t q h t шеге l o g i c a l r e a s o n s * 

I R homogene i t y t h e Naz i p a r t y member o b v i o u s l y f o u n d s t r e n g t h . I n 

t h e case o f t h e more r e c a l c i t r a n t i t must a l s o be refflSffibered t h a t t o 

become a member юаร o f t e n a m a t t e r o f d i r e e x p e d i e n c y - a m a t t e r o f 

s u r v i v a l * m o r e o v e r 9 t h e l e s e 8 t r o n g « f f l i n d a d 9 t h e l e s e і ก d e p e n d e n t է 

b u t n o n e t h e l e e e и п ө и г ө 9 n o t f u l l y c o m m i t t e d i n d i v i d u e l e w o u l d а ішаув 

f i n d t h e s o l i t u d e o f i e o l a t i o ก f r o m t h e Ν · β · Α · Ρ · u n p l e a s a n t as ШЄІ1 ββ 

dange rous * On t h e o t h e r hand t h e d e s i r e t o be H a c c e p t e d 1 1 i n t o t h e 

movement must have been q r e a t œ i t h many Germane« 

I n t h e mase t h e i n d i v i d u a l German t e n d e d t o l o s e h i e i d e n t i t y · 

t o become 8๗э Jecէ t o t h e p a s s i o n e and v i o l e n c e o f t h e p a r t y 9 and above 

a l l t o be s u s c e p t i b l e t o i t s l e a d e r s h i p * For H i t l e r I t t røu ld have been 

f a t a l t o a l l o ผ t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o escape f r o m t h e maee 9 snd Judge f o r 

h i m s e l f * H i t l e r had t o шогк t h e o t h e r шау i f һ э шаа t o be e u o c e e s f u l ţ 

he î n t e l ı e i f l e d t h e mass movement and p r o s c r i b e d i n d i v i d u a l i e m . T h i s 
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ШЄ8 t h e means t o c o n t r o l l i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n * He b r o t 힁 h t h o m o g e n e i t y 

t o a h e t e r o g e n o u e s o c i e t y and u n i t y t h r o u g h β s e t o f dogmas* 

I n e t i t u t i o ก 3 w i t h i n any s o c i e t y Ш І І 1 have a g r e a t e f f e c t upon t h e 

m o u l d i n g o f p t ^ l i c o p i n i o n » and a l s o be r e f l e c t i o n s o f i t * I n 

o u r s o c i e t y e d u c a t i o n a l i n e t i t u t i o ค 8 9 t h e p ress f . t h e Church» b r o a d c a s t i n g 

and t e l e v i s i o n » t h e f i l m i n d u s t r y a l l have c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f e c t * On 

a n o t h e r p l a n e o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s have e f f e c t t o o - gove rnmen t i t s e l f 9 

c e n t r a l and l o c a l » t h e c i v i l s e r v i c e f t h e a r m ฝ s e r v i c e s 9 t h e l e g a l 

s ys tem and s e r v i c e » t h e m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n » t h e t r a d s un ione» and 

l e a r n e d and p r o f e s s i o n a l b o d i e s and i n s t i t u t і อ n s t t o name b u t 8 Ғөш« 

I n s t i t u t i o n s - g r o u p s o f p e o p l e , a l l a c t and i n t e r a c t i n t h e c r e a t i o n 

o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n * I n t h e N a z i s t a t e t h e r e шае I n s t i t u t i o n a l i n t e r 

a c t i o n t o o - s e v e r a l o f t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s « end e x e m p l a r s o f them 

have been e x a n i ก e d o One o f t h e c h i e f r e s u l t s o f t h e s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 

Burned how t h o s e i n s t i t u t i o n s l o 8 է t h e i r p r o p e n s i t y f o r c h a n g i n g p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n 9 and һою i n t h e p l a c e o f t h i s came Naz i o v e r l o r d s h i p . 

Peace t ime Naz i e o o l e t y юаө ӨПӨ i n w h i c h t h e I n d i v i d u a l c o u l d l o s e 

НІ8 i d e n t i t y · I t c r e a t e d t h e s t e r e o t y p e * I n t h e N a z i s t a t e any 

i n d i v i d u a l юһо spoke o u t a g a i n e t t h e N s z i mees, n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 

c r i t i c i s i n g N a z i i d e o l o g у 9 b u t 0 ก a n y t h i n g t h a t d e t r a c t e d f r o m t h e 

notm9 шаө v i l i f i e d and deg raded - v e r y r e m i n i s c e n t o f t h e u n f o r t u n a t e 

Ö r · Stockman i n I b e e n ' e wEnamy o f t h e P e o p l e 1 1 * The d o m i n a n t c o n c l u s i o n 

o f t h i s юогк І 8 t h a t t h e N a z i e succeeded і ก t a k i n g f r o m շe rman p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n i t s п ю г а ї and s p i r i t u a l m o t i v e s » and t h o s e s e c t i o n s o f s o c i e t y 

u ih ich c o u l d have h e l p e d t o r e t a i n t h e s e ЮӨГӨ e i t h e r s u p p r e s s e d 9 f o r c e d 
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i n t o a c c e p t a n c e 9 ШӨกէ i n t o e x i l e » o r f r e e l y s u b m l t t s d * і ก a n y 

c o n v e n t i o n a l 8 8 П Ө Ө Cermen s o c i e t y l o s t i t s p u b l i c c o n s c i e n c e * I t 

Ю88 a u n i q u e p r o c e s s 9 t h e l i k e o f œ h i c h one h o p e s t h © 卿 r i d Ш І І 1 n e v e r 

see a g a i n * 
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