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Abstract 

Eighty years ago Hunter Blair published his Memoir of John Patrick Third Marquess of Bute Kt. 

Since then, all students of the subject have been dependent on this work, and there has been 

minimal research, with much of the Bute archive being inaccessible throughout these years. A 

new evaluation of the man and his achievements, making use of the huge quantity of relevant 

archival material now becoming available, was urgently needed. In addition to the Mount Stuart 

archive, much important material has been found in the archives of Sandon Hall, the NLS, BL and 

elsewhere. 

Using a biographical format, this thesis aims to go behind Hunter Blair's incomplete portrayal and 

uncover a more adequate picture of the man himself, his attitudes and his motivation, as well as his 

religious faith and philanthropy, his scholarly work and his artistic achievements. In particular, it 

looks for the unity of the person behind all these aspects, as revealed in his diaries and journals, 

and in the letters he sent and received. An extremely shy man, Bute presented a very different face 

to his closest intimates from the one which even Hunter Blair knew. 

His personal growth and development is traced from birth, shortly followed by his father's death, 

through an unusual upbringing and unorthodox education by his mother until his orphaning at the 

age of twelve. His adolescence was dominated by custodial battles, and was followed by years of 

religious conflict at Harrow and Oxford, culminating in his conversion to Roman Catholicism and 

his marriage. For reasons of space, the narrative concludes with the birth of his second child (first 

son) in 188 1, when he was thirty three. 

Bute's achievements are set in the social context of mid-Victorian Britain, but the emphasis 

throughout is on their personal and interior dimensions. Questions addressed include the manner 

in which his extraordinary childhood affected his adult life, how his personal piety combined with 

sensuality to inspire his craftsmen to their fmest work, and how his aristocratic birth and great 

wealth, while at once burdensome and liberating in different ways, could often be set aside 

entirely. Despite his splendid buildings and fine historical writing, it is concluded that Bute's 

greatest accomplishments were personal, his gentleness with social inferiors, his positive attitude 

to women,, and his forgiveness of those who had caused him most hurt. 
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Introduction 

'Bute does itfor thefun of the thing, I'm sure" 

Cardiff Castle was a fraud, or so I thought when dragged unwilling around it as a teenager. 

Instead of building with Georgian elegance, or Victorian red brick modernity, the patron and 

his architect had perpetrated a hideous and unoriginal fraud. I grew up. I came, gradually, to 

understand that Victorian Gothic was in fact one of the most original of all styles, a style that 

took the knowledge and wisdom of the past, and then had a great deal of light-hearted fun 

with it. 

In middle age I found myself living next to another of Lord Bute's amazing houses, Mount 

Stuart. At that time it was still a private dwelling house, and visits to it were a rare treat. It 

was as closed and as mysterious as the man for whom it had been built. The best source for 

his life was the biography by his friend the Benedictine-baronet-Abbot Sir David Hunter 

Blair, a man whose social skills were such that he was plainly bemused by anyone whose idea 

of small talk ran along the lines of: 'Isn't it perfectly monstrous ... that St Magnus hasn't got 

an octave? 12 

Hunter Blair went some way to explaining the scholarship manifest in a fascination with the 

mediaeval, but went no way to explaining the central heating in the houses - the marriage of 

ancient and modem. He was so tom between his amusement at Bute's social inexpertise, his 

respect for his friend, and his awe of Bute's wealth and social position that it is a very patchy 

portrait that emerges. One thing was clear: Hunter Blair thought that if Bute had received a 

more normal upbringing, he would have been a better man. Was that right? Did Bute's 

childhood cripple him, and was his mother to blame? 

IBU/89/1/8 Gwen to Angela, 17 July 1872. Gwen was describing how Bute was urging her to ýyear her 

most beautiful and formal gown to a Cardiff ball. 

2The Right Rev. Sir David Hunter Blair Bt., O. S. B., John Patrick Third Marquess of Bute K. T (1847- 
1900) A Memoir (John Murray: London, 192 1), henceforth HB, p. 5 In. 



Moreover, Hunter Blair raised as many questions as he answered. Why had Bute's marriage 

been rumoured to be unhappy'3 and was it really so? Why was there such a long gap between 

the first child and the second? What was the truth behind Bute's behaviour to Marie Fox? 4 

There were questions, but no answers. 

Bute's entry in the National Dictionary of Biography by John Home Stevenson, his 

collaborator in his work on the heraldry of Scottish Burghs, gave an impression of the breadth 

of his interest, and an acute description of his appearance, but even more than Hunter Blair's 

it is an account of the exterior of the man, with the springs of thought and action hidden from 

view, and the public facts of his life emphasised. 5 

There was also the question of Bute's Catholicism. There were many aristocratic Catholic 

converts in the nineteenth century and they married into the old Catholic families, as Bute 

himself did. Yet Bute was extraordinary amongst them. His faith spilled over into his 

patronage of the arts, and into his scholarship: indeed his faith, his scholarship and his art fed 

one other. His role in the Church was also far from passive. The interrelatedness of his faith, 

his character, his personal relationships and his building projects is fascinating, and it is with 

these aspects of Bute that this study is especially concerned. 

Others writing about aristocrat converts of the nineteenth century, lacking access to the 

archives at Mount Stuart, have had to limit themselves to Hunter Blair's published material 

(Bute is mentioned in others of his books of reminiscence). Mark Bence-JoneS6 offers a 

readable account that places Bute in the context of this society. Madeleine Beard attempts to 

do the same thing. 7 Unfortunately her account is painfully inaccurate. She devotes fewer 

than three pages to Bute, but her mistakes are so numerous as to make it impossible to list 

them all. It is not true that 'As a schoolboy, Lord John Bute's headmaster's report ... 
had read 

"RELIGION ... 
Unhappily not to the taste of the British public". '8 The 'report' was an ironic 

3HB, p. 115. 

4jbid., p. 104. 

5john Patrick Crichton Stuart, The Arms of the Baronial and Police Burghs of Scotland [with J. H. 

Stevenson and H. W. Lonsdale] (William Blackwood & Sons: Edinburgh, 1903). 

6Mark Bence-Jones, The Catholic Families (Constable: London, 1992). 

7Madeleine Beard, Faith and Fortune (Gracewing: Leominster, 1997). It is also inexplicable that such 

a class-orientated book should refer to Lord John Bute, which is absolutely incorrect. Until his 

father's death he was Lord John Crichton- Stuart; after it, he was John, Marquess of Bute, or Lord 

Bute. 

8jbid. p. 15 1. 
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spoof compiled by the adult Bute himself. 9 His yacht, the Lady Bird (not Ladybird), was not 

purchased from Lord HerriesIO, who did not fall on hard times. A more serious and less 

explicable error is Beard's assertion that Bute wrote after Capel's visit to Oxford that the 

latter 'made many think and say "now is the time to arise from sleep". 'I I Although this 

occurs in a letter which mentions Capel, it is quite clear that Bute, writing before the visit, is 

referring to the two tragic deaths of Oxford students which followed so closely on each 

other. 12 This last is a really important inaccuracy, since it bears on his state of mind shortly 

before his conversion. These errors tend to sensationalise Bute's life. Given the clarity of 

Hunter Blair's writing, it is hard to see how they arose. 

Another source of information was Mordaunt Crook13, who had some access to the archives 

at Mount Stuart. Admittedly this was fairly limited, since the former archivist had only 

deemed certain documents suitable for public scrutiny, and then usually in the form of a copy. 

Whilst allowing that Bute did have a sense of humour, it was Crook's judgement that 

'The Bute' certainly cuts a bizarre figure 
... 

Figures like Baron Corvo, Fr. 

Ignatius, Edmonia Lewis, 'Miss X', Mgr. Capel and Abbot Hunter Blair may 

appear to lend an air of melodrama to Bute's life-story. They should not be 

allowed to do so. For Bute himself was by no means a melodramatic figure. In 

fact he was painfully serious, excruciatingly conscientious and terrifyingly 

industrious ... 
He was hardly the sort of man to see the point of Max Beerbohm's 

jibe: 'A man must be really mad if he takes himself seriously. ' Bute took 

himself very seriously. That was inevitable, given his temperament and position. 

More than most men, he walked alone. 14 

Yet both at Cardiff and at Mount Stuart, it is not a remote and hard-working personality, full 

of its own self-importance, that emerges from the blaze of colour, the constant current of 

jokes. Both buildings speak of passion, of humour and of the sublime. It seemed quite 

impossible that either had been created by or for a flat-footed emotional cripple. 

9HB, p. 17. 

1 OB eard, Fortune p. 15 1. 

II Ibid. 

12HB, p. 67. 

13j. Mordaunt Crook, William Burges and the High Victorian Dream (John Murray: London, 198 1). 

14jbid., pp. 257-8. 
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John Davies's highly readable and compendious study of the achievements and influence of 

the Bute family in Cardiff 15 suggested that a companion study of the personal lives of the 

Second and Third Marquesses was long overdue. 

Bute is traditionally seen as a man in thrall to the middle ages. He undoubtedly loved them, 

but there were aspects of his behaviour that simply do not fit the image of the dreamy, 

backward-looking romantic. David Cannadine sees Bute's establishing a medical and a law 

school at St Andrews University as an attempt to turn it into a 'medieval place of leaming'. 16 

Yet a broadly-based curriculum including science is not only the mark of a traditional 

Scottish University, but also of a modem one. When one adds that Bute bullied the 

university into appointing its first woman lecturer17 and that he was responsible for instituting 

and funding a chair of modem Greek, 18 Bute appears more as a modemiser. 

One day, it suddenly became clear to me that there was nothing to which I would more like to 

devote my next five years than resolving the enigma of this man on whom such diverse 

judgements have been passed. Clearly, a revaluation was overdue. What motivated Bute to 

his great and his less conspicuous achievements? To what extent did the peculiarities of his 

upbringing inspire him in some areas, and disable him in others? How far did his aristocratic 

status determine the set of his mind, and how much did his great wealth assist or distract him? 

How important was religion in the formation of his attitudes, and how central was it to the 

larger pattern of his outward life? These questions provide the axes around which this thesis 

revolves. 

This is the first work since Hunter Blair's biography to be based on a wide reading of the 

Bute papers, and I have also had access to ten other major archives, which he did not have. 

Where Hunter Blair's treatment was adequate I have not repeated his stories, except when 

this was unavoidable for the continuity of the narrative. But the sheer weight of primary 

material has posed a major problem, not least as Bute wrote excellently and copiously. There 

are in excess of thirteen thousand documents relating to him at Mount Stuart alone. It 

became clear that it would only be possible to get his whole life within the confines of a 

15j. Davies, Cardiff and the Marquesses of Bute (University of Wales Press: Cardiff, 198 1); (henceforth 

JD). 

16David Cannadine, The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy (Yale University Press: New 
Haven, 1990) p. 577. 

17R. J. Macrides, 'The Scottish Connection in Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies', St John's House 
Papers No 4 (University of St Andrews: 1992) p. 2. 

181bid. 
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hundred thousand words by suppressing every good story and every lively quotation, a 

procedure which would cripple the whole project, since Bute's life is most vivid in the 
details. I had originally hoped to see my subject safely buried. Instead, I have chosen to end 
this story with the birth of Bute's first son, his second child, in 1881. Bute was then thirty 

three, and his life had reached a plateau, with certain of its features well established 

I have tried very hard to preserve the flavour of the original writing, underlining passages 

originally underlined instead of shifting them into italics, not least because the latter leaves 

one with a dilemma with doubly underlined words. I have also retained Bute's habitual X or 

x when writing words such as excellent. The family spelling of the title is Marquess, which 
is also the modem standard spelling, but I have used Marquis in quotations where that 

spelling is used. The family name is Crichton-Stuart, although the British Museum General 

Catalogue of Printed Books prints this as Crighton Stuart, with ag and omitting the hyphen, 

and the Dictionary of National Biography, while spelling the name correctly, enters Bute's 

biography under -Stuart. The correct Christian name of the Third Marchioness is 

Gwendolen, not Gwendoline, although the more common spelling is often found in 

documents relating to her. The modem spelling of the family home on the Isle of Bute is 

Mount Stuart; the older spelling, all one word, is used where it occurs in quotations. 

Apart from a continuing fascination with Bute himself, one thing has emerged from those five 

years - the kindness I have met with from almost all those whom I have bothered in the 

pursuit of my goal. 

I am fairly certain that my admission to the archives at Mount Stuart arose from a 

misunderstanding, which, having once been made, was honoured by Johnnie Bute. He once 

asked me why I wanted to write about his great-great-grandfather. I answered as best I could, 

but I hope that as he reads these pages he gets a better answer, and one that in part repays his 

great kindness in giving me early access to his archives. 

Of all those to whom I have been a nuisance, Andrew McLean, archivist at Mount Stuart, 

must have suffered most, though he has never suggested it by word or look. Not only has he 

been superbly professional at his job, but he has also been a companion on the way, always 

ready to laugh, to commiserate, and above all to enthuse over the latest discovery. His has 

been the ready, sympathetic, listening ear into which I have been able to pour enthusiasm, and 

never have it dampened. 

I had no right at all to call upon the generosity of Diane Walker, but she has kindly and 

unstintingly supplied help in all kinds, from a whistle-stop tour of Cardiff to a wealth of 
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information on the death and burial of various members of the Bute family. Had this thesis 

not been so curtailed in its dates, evidence of her help would have been more apparent 

Matthew Williams, Curator of Cardiff Castle, has only been luckier in that some poor traces 

of his help appear in the text. His impeccable generosity and unfailing kindness has extended 

far beyond what I will ever be able to acknowledge. Whenever the magnitude of the task 

before me dampened my spirits, he made me laugh. 

Libraries opened their doors, and their staff have struggled to help me. I would like to thank 

the staff of: Rothesay Public Library, Durham University Library, Glasgow University 

Library, the British Library, the Scottish National Library, and the Mitchell Library, 

Glasgow. 

A great deal of my work has been done in archives far from home, and I would especially like 

to thank those who helped me struggle to decipher doubtful Victorian handwriting and 

impossible signatures. My thanks and acknowledgements go to: the Principal and Chapter of 

Pusey House, Oxford; the Earl of Sandon for entry to the Sandon Hall Papers, Staffordshire; 

the archives of the Scottish National Library and the British Library; the National Archives of 

Scotland; the Ayrshire Archives; the National Museum of Wales; Cardiff Central Library; 

Paisley Burgh Library; and the Sneyd family. 

I would like to thank the priests at Cumnock and Galston for their kindness in allowing me to 

see their churches, and the minister at Cumnock Parish Church for his help with this project. 

I would also like to thank Ian Maclagan LL. B., F. S. A. Scot., for his advice on Victorian Scots 

law, and Mr David Hamilton, head of the Renal Unit at Glasgow Western Infirmary and 

medical historian, for his invaluable help on the causes and symptoms of Bright's Disease. 

To him is due the graphic description of the suffering of the Hastings family. 

It is a truth that should be universally acknowledged that a man in possession of excellent 

proof-reading skills must be in want of a dyslexic wife. Considered in these terms, my 

husband might be considered lucky. Otherwise, he deserves great thanks for the hours spent 

struggling with this text. I would like to thank my children for their patience, especially my 

daughter Grace, who cleaned and cooked through wonderful summer weather in order to 

allow me to finish this thesis. 

My last, and my greatest thanks go to my supervisor, Dr. Sheridan Gilley. It is no 

conventional thanks that I owe him. Not only has he readily offered me any help from the 

vast body of knowledge lodged, sometimes on his bookshelves, but more often in his head, 

but his steady faith in this work, his constant encouragement, his careful nurturing have given 

6 



me a faith in it, and in myself, that I might otherwise not have found. If this account of the 

early years of Bute's life is readable (as I still hope it is), then that is due to his 

encouragement to tell it as a story. He was the audience for which I wrote this, his the 

reaction I imagined, as I tried to allow Bute to come out of the shadows and tell of the 

laughter, the pain, and the triumph of his life. 
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I 

Infancy 

'all that should make a Parent's heart thank 1' 
Ifu 

Considering his reputation for punctilious business management, the mess in which the Second 

Marquess of Bute left his personal affairs after his death is odd. Perhaps he still could not 

believe that in his fifty-fifth year he had become the father of a healthy son. Perhaps, like 

other great men, he did not believe he would die, or perhaps final proof of his vigour in 

begetting two children in the space of three years (even if his first child had been still bom) 

had given him a false assurance of his state of health. Perhaps he intended to make detailed 

provision for his son, wife and brother during his stay in Cardiff; later his family certainly 

believed this. 1 

John, Second Marquess of Bute, was born in 1793. He was the child of Lady Penelope 

Crichton, heiress to the Earldom of Dumfries, and John, Viscount Mountstuart, heir to the 

Marquesate of Bute. Dashing and debonair, John Stuart had been his parents' darling. He died 

young in 1794 after falling from his horse whilst on the way home from hunting in Essex, and 

his wife died three years later. 

Young John Stuart had a brother, named Patrick after his Crichton grandfather, John Patrick 

Crichton the Earl of Dumfries. In fact he was always known by his second name, James. The 

boys were largely brought up by their Crichton grandfather, for their Stuart one had remarried 

and now had a wife much younger than himself and a second young family. A delicate water- 

colour at Mount Stuart shows the two little boys, still in frocks, standing together looking out 

at the world. In the same household was the orphan Flora Mure Campbell'2 Countess of 

Loudon in her own right, brought up with them almost as an elder sister. Old John Patrick died 

IMount Stuart mss. Note in regard to the domicile of the Marquess of Bute, undated, in the papers 

prepared for the Court of Session 1860. 

2FIora Mure Campbell 1780-1840, SP vol. V. 
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in 1803, and his daughter's son became Earl in his place, In 1814 he also succeeded his Stuart 

grandfather, and became the Second Marquess of Bute. He changed the family name to 
Crichton-Stuart. In 1818 he married the eldest of the Earl of Guilford's three daughters, Lady 

Maria North. She was a sweet-faced woman, and seems to have been sweet natured. Of the 
Marquess of Bute's affection for her, there is no doubt. After her death, her husband 'liked 

something of Lady Bute's to be in every house of his. 13 She was an invalid, and never bore a 

child. 

The Second Marquess had inherited a run-down South Wales estate. John DavieS4 gives a 
fascinating account of how Lord Bute created a thriving industrial complex out of this former 

agricultural land. The city of Cardiff was largely of his making, springing up around the docks 

he built; and he blazed the way in the creation of new collieries. He was a tremendously hard 

worker, personally superintending all the details, as well as the broad sweep of his estates. He 

was creating the prospect of enormous wealth; just how much the next generation was to find 

out. 

Lady Maria died in 1841. In 1845 Bute married for the second time. His bride was Lady 

Sophia Hastings'5 the daughter of his old play-fellow, Flora. Flora had married the first 

Marquess of Hastings, and had a numerous family. After her husband's death a tragedy struck 

which was to affect the family for generations. Her eldest daughter had been called after 

herself. Beautiful and talented, Lady Flora HastingS6 had become a lady-in-waiting to the 

Princess Victoria, mother of the Queen. Her tragic story is well known. She had been alone 

with Victoria's bete noire, Conroy. Her belly began to swell, and she was sick. Ugly rumours 

flew around. The young Queen believed them. But it was not pregnancy, but cancer, which 

was the cause, and Flora, who had been publicly humiliated by the rumours, was only able to 

establish her innocence by an exhaustive intimate examination. Victoria tried to make amends, 

but it was both too little and too late. 

Sophia was the next eldest daughter, and she nursed Flora through her painful illness; 

afterwards she gathered her sister's poems together and published them. 7 Within six months, 

her mother, too, was dead and her brother, the Second Marquess of Hastings, who was already 

3NAS GD 152/196/8/1. Lady Sophia Bute to Tyndall Bruce, 16 April 1848. 

4JD. 

51-ady Sophia Frederica Christina Rawdon Hastings was born in 1809, SP vol. 11. 

6Lady Flora Elizabeth Rawdon Hastings 1806-1839, SP vol. V. 

7Lady Flora Elizabeth Rawdon Hastings, Poems, ed. by her sister (William Blackwood: Edinburgh, 

1842). 
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ailing, died within four years. How the couple met is now lost, but the family lands of the 

Loudons are very near the Crichton lands. At Loudon graveyard Lady Sophia's mother was 

buried, romantically reunited with her husband's mummified hand. 

Bute, who was fifty two and whose sight was seriously impaired, 8 had married a woman who 

might well have been his daughter; indeed, given his upbringing, it was almost like marrying a 

niece, yet this Lady Sophia was already thirty-six years old. Bute's brother and heir James 

Stuart would not have hoped to inherit his brother's title and wealth. But as it became clear 

that Lady Maria was not going to present her husband with an heir, he had become accustomed 

to the idea that probably he or his children would inherit, not just the title, but the wealth that 

was being created. It must have seemed unlikely that a late marriage would disrupt these 

hopes, but shortly after her wedding Lady Sophia became pregnant. Her child was still-born in 

the seventh month. 9 To add to the pain, it was a boy. Lord James must now have been 

confident that either he or his eldest son James Frederick, would inherit the Bute title and the 

wealth of Cardiff. Lady Sophia, after all, did not come from a very healthy family. 

In 1847, two years after the marriage, it became plain that Lady Sophia was again pregnant, 

and, this time, she carried her child to term. On 12 September she gave birth to a son 'at half 

past five o'clock in the aftemoon. '10 On 13 September, Lord Bute wrote to a friend: 'I now 

give you my news, and I know you will be rejoiced to hear that Lady Bute by the blessing of 

God gave me a little boy yesterday afternoon. '" He wrote again, confirming that they were 

both doing well, not this time by the careful hand of an amanuensis, but in his own difficult 

scrawl. 12 Since by this time he rarely wrote in his own hand, it is a measure of his joy, and, 

perhaps, his disbelief that he, who was fifty-four, and his thirty-eight year old wife, had a son 

and heir. That she was scarcely less happy is confirmed by her answer to felicitations; she 

found her little boy was 'indeed all that should make a Parent's heart thankful. '13 

if it was as a sop to his brother that the young heir was christened John Patrick, Lord James 

was in no way appeased. He had made a career in politics, and come almost at once into 

conflict with his brother. He was elected member for Cardiff in 1818 and again in 1826. He 

8JD, p. 14. 

9BU/21/160/20 Bute to Gwen, undated. 

IOMount Stuart mss. Note in Lady Bute's hand. 

I INLS Ms. 3445 f. 322 Bute to Principal Lee, 13 Sept. 1847. 

12NLS Ms. 3445 f. 325 Bute to Principal Lee, 15 Sept. 1847. 

13NLS Ms 3445 ff. 356-359 Lady Bute to Principal Lee, II Dec. 1847. 

10 



was a popular M. P. and supported reform whilst his brother the Marquess opposed it. Lord 
James would not change his opinions to suit his brother, so, at the next election, his brother put 
in a candidate opposing him. Lord Bute's candidate won, and Lord James was out of 
Parliament until he was elected for Ayrshire (his home county) in 1835.14 In private, relations 
between the two men steadily worsened, and there is ample evidence that Lord James had lost 

his brother's trust. 15 Now, for the first time in his life, Lord James was no longer heir 

presumptive to the Bute Estates. To his sister-in-law's disgust, he regarded the child as only a 
temporary disruption to his prospects; he did not expect the late-born child of two ageing 

parents to survive. 16 John Patrick grew and throve. 

Lord Bute naturally wanted to take his son to Cardiff, the town he had created. Lady Sophia 

thought he intended to spend the whole spring there. 17 He arrived in Cardiff with his wife and 

child early in March 1848. He was worried by business matters, including 'the Dowlais 

lease'. 18 He also received a letter from his brother which deeply distressed him. Nevertheless, 

his death from a heart attack on 18 March was without warning. He had been entertaining 

friends at dinner. The party broke up at 10 o'clock and he retired to his room. His wife called 

to him from an adjoining room and receiving no reply, she went into his bedroom and found 

him lying dead in bed. 19 

In the wake of his unexpected death, a horrible legal tangle ensued. The Second Marquess had 

made a will in July 1847, when it must have become apparent that his wife was likely to carry 

her second child safely to term. Despite naming separate trustees for the English estates (0. T. 

Bruce, J. M. McNabb and Lord James), and the Welsh (Bruce and McNabb only) it made no 

mention of the Scottish estates, which were later found to be intestate. The main thrust of the 

will was to provide for the management of the Welsh estates until any heir of the Second 

Marquess was of age, and to arrange the sale of the English lands to finance the expansion of 

14JD, pp. 116-125. 

15Cf. NAS GD 152/196/16/2 McNabb to Bruce, May 1848. 

16NAS GD 152/196/8-14 Lady Bute to Tyndall Bruce, letters in the April and May of 1848. 

17NAS GD 152/196/8/7 Lady Bute to Bruce, 21 April 1848. 

18The lease to the Dowlais Iron Company had been granted in the eighteenth century upon terms most 
disadvantageous to the Bute Estate, and the Dowlais Company had also been guilty of a variety of 

malpractices (JD, p. 39. ) It was the subject of renegotiation at this date. Sir John Guest owned the 

company. His wife Lady Charlotte is famous for her translation of the Mabinogion. Lady Charlotte 

Guest, The Mabinogion, from the flyfr Coch o Hergest, and other ancient Welsh manuscripts, with an 
English translation and notes (London 1848). 

19Mount Stuart mss. Note in regard to the domicile of the Marquess of Bute, prepared for the Court of 
Session 1860. 
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