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ABSTRACT

This study is concerned with population growth and structure of the Arab
villages in the West Bank, and attempts to compare the situation in the villages with
that of the West Bank population as a whole and to identify significant difterences
between the various administrative divisions. The data used in this study are from

the personal survey carried out by the author in 1987, and the published data from

different sources, Jordanian, Israeli, Palestinian and others.

Part one examines the general characteristics of the Arab villages of the

West Bank, the housing conditions and the household structure.

Part two concentrates on population growth. In patterns of fertility there
is no trend towards a decline in fertility level and there is no significant difference
between the fertility level in the West Bank as a whole and that in the West Bank
villages. A high percentage of the women in the villages wish to have more children
in addition to their children ever-born and a low percentage of them use or know of
contraceptive methods. In patterns of mortality, there is a trend towards a decline
in mortality level in the West Bank as a whole according to Israeli sources, but there
are significant differences between the Israeli figures and those from the 1987 survey.
The patterns of mortality also show the life table, the average number of child deaths
per ever-married woman, the main causes of death, concluding with an assessment of
natural increase. In patterns of migration there is a net migration loss from the West
Bank. The direction of movement to and from the West Bank and the characteristics

of emigrants from the West Bank villages are also discussed.

Part three is concerned with population structure, including the differential
of age and sex structure, the median age, the aged/child ratio and the crude depen-
dency ratio. Marital status, the mean age at first marriage, forms of marriage and the
relationships and marriage are discussed in this part, also illiteracy, the level of edu-

cation and school enrolment. Finally, this part deals with the economic composition

of the population.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The aims of the study

The general purpose of this study is to analyze the patterns of population
growth and structure of the Arab villages in the West Bank. Over the past forty years,
the West Bank has experienced major demographic changes. Immediately following
the 1948 war and the establishment of the State of Israel, it became the chosen

destination of large numbers of refugees from the coastal plain of Palestine. While

most of these eventually settled in refugee camps established by UNRWA, significant

numbers also settled in pre-existing towns and villages, the latter often close to the
cease-fire line. On the other hand, following the 1967 war, as a result of which the

West Bank came under Israeli occupation, there was large scale emigration from the

area to other parts of the Arab world and to more distant destinations.

The West Bank population as a whole, like Palestinians everywhere, expe-

riences an exceptionally high fertility, but this is offset by high mortality and large

scale emigration, resulting in only a modest annual rate of population growth.

This study concentrates its attention on the population of the villages of

the West Bank who constitute more than two-thirds of the total population of the

area. 1'he intention here 1s:

(i) to fill an existing gap in the literature and to look in some detail at the
demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the village populations. Relevant
literature is somewhat limited and little of it deals specifically with the demographic
characteristics of the rural population; most of the studies which analyze the demo-
graphic characteristics, such as those of Abu Lughod, 1971; Kossaifi, 1980; Godwin,

1982: Hill, 1982; Abu Lughod, 1984; and Saleh, 1985; are concerned with the Pales-
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tinlans as a whole, with only limited attention being paid to the population of the
West Bank specifically. Others consider the demographic characteristics of the pop-

ulation of the Occupied Territories (the West Bank and Gaza Strip) as a whole,

without showing the differences between the urban and rural populations, for exam-
ple: Friedlander, Eisenbach and Goldschreider, 1979; Sabatello, 1983; Gabriel and
Sabatello, 1986. Other studies, such as those by Amiran, 1953; Efrat, 1977, 1982,
1984:; and Grossman, 1986 deal with the villages in the West Bank but deal only with
such matters as their geographic distribution and changes in the settlement pattern.

Essentially anthropological studies have been carried out by, for example, Dabagh,

1973; Amiry, 1983; and Araf, 1985;

(ii) to investigate the distribution of the Arab villages in the West Bank and

their characteristics and housing conditions;

(iii) to analyze the level and trends of fertility, mortality and migration in the
West Bank as a whole and in the West Bank villages in particular, and the factors

affecting the elements of population growth;

(iv) to analyze the population structure (age and sex, marital, educational, and

economic structure) of the West Bank as a whole and in the West Bank villages 1n

particular.

This study undertakes to answer the following questions:

(i) Are there any significant trends in the levels of fertility, mortality and emi-
gration in the West Bank, and to what extent do the levels of fertility, mortality and

emigration in the West Bank villages differ from those in the West Bank as a whole?

(i) What are the important demographic and socio-economic factors which affect

the total number of children ever-born, the numbers of children who have died and

the mean age at first marriage”
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(i1i) What is the level of knowledge and use of contraceptive methods, and what

are the important factors affecting this knowledge and use?

(iv) To what extent is the population structure affected by recent growth trends

and how far does population structure in the West Bank villages differ from that of

the West Bank population as a whole?

1.2 Structure of the Thesis

Following this introductory chapter, the study is divided into three parts:

Part One examines the general characteristics of the Arab villages of the West

Bank (Chapter 2), paying special attention to housing conditions as revealed by the

author’s survey (Chapter 3).

Part Two 1s concerned with population growth and attempts to compare the
situation 1n the villages with that of the West Bank population as a whole and to
1dentify significant differences between the various administrative divisions. Chapter
4 deals with trends in fertility levels, examining in turn the various standard measures
of fertility, and examines such associated matters as desired family size and the impact

of family planning. Chapter 5 is concerned with trends in the level of mortality, the
life table, the average number of child deaths per ever-married woman and the main

causes of death, concluding with an assessment of natural increase. The migration
elements are examined in Chapter 6, which deals with the balance and direction of

movements to and from the West Bank and the characteristics of emigrants from the

West Bank villages.

Part Three concentrates on population structure, particularly as revealed by

the author’s field survey carried out in 1987, and deals successively with age and
sex (Chapter 7), marital status (Chapter 8), literacy and educational attainment

(Chapter 9) and aspects of economic structure (Chapter 10).
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1.3 Background

After four centuries of Ottoman Empire rule, Palestine was occupied by

the British in 1917, and the League of Nations granted the Mandate of Palestine to
the British in 1922. During the inter-war period, a continuous migration of Jews to
Palestine took place under the aegis of the Balfour Declaration that Palestine should
become a national homeland for the Jews. With the ending of the British Mandate
in 1948, the Jews were strong enough, with outside assistance, to declare themselves
a separate Jewish State. When an armistice agreement was signed in 1949, only

the relatively poor areas, which were later named the West Bank and Gaza Strip,

remained under Arab control. A year later the West Bank was annexed to Trans-

Jordan to form the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. In June 1967, the West Bank
was occupled by Israel, and in July 1988 Jordan declared the separation of the West

Bank of the Jordan from the East Bank.

The West Bank is a part of Palestine, which lies on the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean Sea, between 34.15 and 35.40 east, and 29.30° to 33.15° north. It has

borders with Syria and Jordan i1n the east, Lebanon and part of Syria in the north,

and Eygpt in the south-west and ’Aqaba Gulf in the south (Figure 1.1).

Palestine is divided into three topographic units running roughly north-
south: the coastal plain along the Mediterranean in the west, a hilly region in the
centre, and the Jordan Rift Valley in the east. The West Bank is located mainly in the
central hilly area (the Nablus, Jerusalem, and Hebron mountains) between Yizra'el

valley in the north and Beersheba valley in the south. It also includes a section of the

Jordan Valley between Beisan valley in the north and the Dead Sea in the south, as

well as small sections of the coastal plain near Tulkarem and Qalgilya (Figure 1.2).

The Jordanian government divided the West Bank into three administra-

tive Districts (Hebron, Jerusalem and Nablus), and eight Subdistricts (Bethlehem,
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Hebron, Jennin, Jericho, Jerusalem, Nablus, Rammallah and Tulkarem), (Figure 1.3).

After the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, the number of Subdistricts
was reduced to seven in 1968, and their borders redrawn by the Israeli administration,
enlarging the Tulkarem and Jennin Subdistricts at the expense of the Nablus Subdis-
trict. The rural areas of Jerusalem Subdistrict (after Israel annexed East J erusalem)
were divided between the Bethlehem and Rammallah Subdistricts, and the entire ge-

ographical region of the lower Jordan valley was included in the Jericho Subdistrict

(Figure 1.4). This study will be based on the eight Jordanian divisions in force until
1968.

T'he population density of the West Bank in 1961 was 143 persons per
square kilometre; in 1967 it decreased to 118, as a result of the 1967 war, when many

of the population in the West Bank left for the East Bank. By 1980, it had risen to

145 persons per square kilometre which is nearly equal to that of 1961, and is due to

a natural increase in population.

The Christian population in the West Bank represents about 5 per cent

of the total, most of them living in Jerusalem District, especially in the cities of
Jerusalem, Rammallah, Bethlehem and Beit Jala, and a few villages such as Beir

Zeit, Jefna, Taibeh, ’Abud and Beit Sahur. In Nablus District, there is only one
village (Zababdeh) in which the Christian population represents the majority, while

in Hebron District there is no predominantly Christian village.

1.4 Data sources

Data on the population of the West Bank are available from a variety of
sources, but comparability is hindered by numerous changes in the territory’s political

position and the boundaries of its administrative sub-divisions. The main data sources

used 1n the study are as tollows:
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Figure 1.1 The West Bank: location
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1.4.1 The 1922 census

A census of Palestine was held on the night of 22-23 October, 1922. The
instructions issued to District Governors provided for the division of each town and
village into areas containing approximately five hundred houses, and in each area an
enumerator was appointed who, in the majority of cases, was a government official.
In the larger towns it was found convenient to divide well defined quarters into a
number of smaller areas and, where inhabitants of the quarter or village included

persons of different religions, the number of enumerators was doubled or trebled in
order to ensure that each family was visited by an enumerator of the same faith.
Though necessary, this procedure increased the amount of work entailed and added

considerably to difficulties in achieving a correct tabulation. The population in this

census was classified by religion, age and sex, civil condition and language and data

were given for Districts and Subdistricts.

1.4.2 The 1931 census

The second census of Palestine under the British Mandate was taken as
at midnight on 18th November, 1931. Operations began on the 1st of May in that
year, when 1nstructions were 1ssued that all houses in towns and villages throughout
the country should be numbered, and that a mosaic of census division in the country

should be constructed. The General Census Report was completed at the end of

November 1932.

This census recorded population distribution, movement of population,

religion, age and sex, education, language, occupation and industrial structure.

1.4.3 The village statistics 1945

In 1943, the Palestinian Government decided to make such statistical in-

formation public, and the Department of Land Settlement thereupon issued the first
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printed “Village Statistics”, showing the position as on 1 April 1943. Circulation of
this publication was limited to government offices and a few interested private or-
ganizations. The Department of Land Settlement was called upon to provide, as a
matter of urgency, a revision of the “Village Statistics” of 1943. At the same time,
the Department of Statistics was instructed to supply figures on population. Both
Departments co-operated in the preparation of this information, which eventually

emerged 1n the form of “Village Statistics, 1945”. The difference between the 1943

and 1945 editions is that, whereas the former gave only particulars as between Jews
and non-Jews, the latter was more detailed and included information on the estimated

population by community as at the end of 1944, together with details of land holdings

broken up according to Arabs, Jews, public bodies (government, municipalities, local

councils) and others.

The village names appearing in the “Village Statistics” are in accordance

with the Administrative Division (Amendment) Proclamation as published in the

“Palestine Gazette” No. 1415 dated 7 June 1945. This proclamation divided Palestine
into six Districts (Galilee, Gaza, Haifa, Jerusalem, Lydda and Samaria) comprising

sixteen Subdistricts, with each Subdistrict consisting of a number of town and village

units.

1.4.4 The 1952 census

The Jordanian Government carried out a census of housing in August 1952.
This census was primarily concerned with gathering information as to the number and

type of buildings. There is no detail about the population characteristics in this census

except the numbers of males and females in Jordan. This number did not include

foreigners, the Jordanian army and their families living in military installations, or

Jordanian residents abroad.
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1.4.5 The 1961 census

For the enumeration, Jordan was divided into nine Census Districts and
the West Bank into three (Hebron, Jerusalem, and Nablus). Each Census District
comprised two to nine census areas, the boundaries of which always coincided with
either an administrative or a natural boundary. A ninth District was created to
include the “Scattered Tent” population. Two broad categories were formed, (a) the

eastern nomads or bedouin and (b) the western nomads and other scattered tent-

dwellers resident adjacent to and scattered between localities.

During the enumeration each enumerator undertook to visit all buildings

within his/her area, to enter on the census questionnaires personal and housing details
for all households, and to maintain a register in a household record book for every
building he/she had visited and every household he/she had enumerated. The enu-

meration period was three weeks. On Census Day, 18th November 1961, all persons
were required to stay indoors. The enumerator was instructed to revisit all parts of
the enumeration area to ensure that no building had been omitted, and where neces-

sary to amend the register and the questionnaires to reflect the conditions obtaining

on the Census Day.

The final tables, comprising four volumes, were not published until April

1964, and included the following:
(i) General characteristics of the population; geographic location, personal and cul-

tural characteristics, educational characteristics, fertility and Jordanians abroad.

(i1) Economic characteristics of the population; type of economic activity, occupation,

industry and economic status.

(iii) Household and housing characteristics; housing facilities and appliances, tenure,

construction of building, in addition to the class, size and structural type of household

and the number of the households reporting members abroad.
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(iv) Method report; which included the methods used in the census.

In addition to the final reports there is a separate volume recording the general char-

acteristics of the population in each District.

1.4.6 The 1967 census

After one month of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, the Israeli
Central Bureau of Statistics was ordered to carry out a census of population in the
area occupied by the Israeli Defence Force for their Headquarters. The intention of

CEIISUS wWas:

() to enumerate the inhabitants by localities and to supply basic demographic data

on each locality. In most cases, refugee camps were distinguished as a separate form

of settlement;

(1) to supply detailed data on the demographic characteristics, education, labour
force characteristics, housing conditions, etc., of the population of these areas, distin-
guishing the refugees from the 1948 war;

(iii) to supply each head of family with a document certifying his presence at the time

of the census and which could serve him for identification purposes in all his dealings

with the authorities;

(iv) to prepare a basis for a population register, if one should be required.

The West Bank was divided into four enumeration regions, enumerated
on September 17th, 19th, 21st and 25th. On September 27th the Central Bureau

of Statistics carried out a census of population and housing in East Jerusalem (the

results of this census were published separately).

In order to ensure maximum coverage of the population, it was decided to
carry out the enumeration from house to house under curfew (one day in each region)
and to record the persons present in each household (or institution), i.e. on a de facto

basis. Special permits were given to inhabitants whose occupation required them to
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work outside their houses during the curfew hours (physicians, nurses, etc.), and they

were enumerated at their home addresses on the basis of a special questionnaire filled

In when the permit was issued.

T'he demographic, socio-economic characteristics, housing and living con-

ditions of the household were studied in a sample of 20 per cent of the households.

T'he results of this census were published in five volumes, during the period
1967-1970:

(1) The data from full enumeration, which presented data concerning the households
and persons by residence, age and sex, place of origin, and type of settlement.

(ii) Housing conditions, household equipment, welfare assistance and farming, and

average si1ze of household.

(111) Demographic characteristics of the population (data from sample enumeration),
which presented data concerning the geographic distribution, religion, marital status,
emigration of sons/daughters and fertility.

(iv) Labour force; which presented data concerning occupation, economic branch and

wages.

(v) Additional data from sample enumeration. This volume included completion of

a few subjects which had already appeared in previous volumes and which had been

compiled from the detailed data; marital status, fertility, infant mortality, emigration

of sons/daughters, labour force and housing.

1.4.7 Other sources

A number of statistical bureaux have published data concerning the West

Bank population, for example:

(i) Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics published (a) Statistical Abstract of Israel,

one part of it concerning the West Bank and Gaza Strip; (b) Administered Territo-

ries Statistics Quarterly so called until 1981, when its name was changed to Judaea,
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Samaria and Gaza Area Statistics Quarterly in 1982.

(i1) PLO Central Bureau of Statistics: since 1979 it has published Palestine Statistical

Abstract, one part of which concerns the West Bank.

(iii) Rural Research Centre; since 1980, published Statistical Bulletin for the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

(iv) Arab Studies Society; since 1985, published Occupied Arab Territories; Numbers
and Facts.

1.5 The 1987 sample survey

To provide a more detailed set of data on population of the West Bank in

general and of the West Bank villages in particular, data have been obtained through
a personal survey. Many problems face anyone who wishes to collect data about the
Occupied Territories. Roy (1986), for example, reported that the problems created
by the inability to achieve access to data from Israeli sources are exacerbated by the
unreliability of much of the data that is available. The Central Bureau of Statis-
tics in Jerusalem publishes what is probably the most comprehensive compendium
of statistics on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Most of the data is economic 1n

nature although information exists for other sectors as well. On the other hand, the
employees of Israeli administered offices, both governmental and non-governmental,

are unable to release information on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and numerous

requests by Roy to obtain such information were denied. Official procedures do exist

for securing the release of information which require permission from the appropriate

government official. However, this permission can take months or years to acquire

with absolutely no guarantee of success.

As a result of these difficulties the author carried out a personal survey,

conducted through the period mid-May to mid-July 1987, which focused on the de-

mographic characteristics of the Arab villages in the West Bank.
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The West Bank is divided into eight Subdistricts, each Subdistrict con-
taining a different number of villages. There were 436 villages in the West Bank in
1981, and to choose his sample the author used a stratified random sample technique.

Five percent of the villages in each Subdistrict were chosen and thus the number of

villages in the sample amounted to 23 (Figure 1.5). In each Subdistrict the villages

were chosen to represent the various size groups.

The basic unit in the 1987 sample survey was the household (the term

household is used here to describe a unit consisting of one person or more occupying

one house in which members share their food and other like requirements. The
members may consist of the father, mother, children and any married sons/daughters,
their families, and any other relatives who are living with the family). The author
divided the number of population in each chosen village by 6.9 (the average number

of persons per household in the West Bank in 1981 according to the Israeli Central

Bureau of Statistics). After this he chose 10 per cent of the households to be in the

sample.

To collect the data the author worked with a group of students from An-
Najah National University who came from the villages chosen in the sample, because
the villagers would refuse to help anyone unknown to them, believing them to be from
the tax department or other organization. Thus, the first question they asked when
the author arrived in the village was for whom were the data being collected. When
the author arrived with a student from the same village, he was introduced by the
latter and the inhabitants then agreed to answer the questionnaire. If a student from

a particular village was not available, another village of the same size and located

in the same Subdistrict was substituted. Within each village, questionnaires were

administered in different sections of the village.

The questionnaire was divided into six sections (Appendix I):
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Figure 1.5 The villages in the 1987 sample survey
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(i) The village questionnaire. containing questions about administration,
communications, health services, educational services, and commercial services in the

village. 23 completed questionnaires were collected.

(ii) The household questionnaire, containing questions about ownership of

the house, size of household living in the house, number of rooms, garden, building

materials, facilities in the house, and the monthly family income of the household.

701 completed questionnaires were collected.

(iti) The individual questionnaire, containing questions about family rela-
tions, age and sex, place of birth, place of previous residence, location at the time

of the survey, religion, educational, marital, and economic status. 5141 completed

questionnaires were collected.

(iv) The fertility questionnaire. This questionnaire was used only with
ever-married women in the household and included questions about age, marital sta-
tus, number of children (alive and dead), number of children desired, breastfeeding,

abortion, contraception, and the economic and educational status of the wife and the

husband. 717 completed questionnaires were collected.

(v) The mortality questionnaire. This questionnaire asked if anyone in the

household had died in the year previous to the survey, and contained questions about
the age and sex, marital, economic and educational status of deceased persons in the

year previous to the survey. 79 completed questionnaires were collected.

(vi) The migration questionnaire. This questionnaire asked 1f there was
one or more from the household living outside the village, and whether he/she had a

continuous economic relation with the household. There were questions about family

relations, age and sex, place of birth, place of previous residence, location at the

time of the survey, religion, reunion, educational, marital, and economic status of the

emigrants. 718 completed questionnaires were collected.
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In the West Bank, the questionnaire results were entered on the coding
sheets; on the author’s return to Durham, the data were fed into the Computer
Centre of Durham University. The Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSSX)
was utilized at all<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>