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A Note on Translation: 

All English texts and interviews are my translations, all errors are my own.  

A Note on Figures: 

All photos without an accompanying source are my own.  

A Note on Quotations: 

All quotations within this thesis with only a name stated as a source are from my ethnographic 

fieldwork data.  
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Beaches were an important community space, where children could play games: 

Children played football on the beach, it was a very important element for us, it was our 
natural park (Pedrano, late 40s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They could also play safely in the town, in the large patios that existed between houses, and also 

along the wide unpaved streets which were free of traffic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 33: Pedrano Children (Paul and Paul, 1941) 

Rogoff (2011) 

Figure 34: Pedrano Street Mid-twentieth century 

Atitlán Archaeology (2020) 
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San Pedro was connected to other communities by dirt paths through the mountains. The only way 

to transport goods was through human labour - men would carry huge loads on their shoulders 

using a mecapal: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The quickest way to travel to other lakeside communities was by cayuco, and the journey fee was 

halved if the passenger was willing to paddle. 

Twenty, thirty people [could fit] in these cayucos, and they would take water from the lake 
whenever they were thirsty (Pedrano, 77) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 35: On the Road to Lake Atitlán (Eadweard Muybridge 1875)  

photohistory (2020) 

Figure 36: Cayuco (Barbara Rogoff, 1975) 

Rogoff (2011) 

Before there were no 
shops in San Pedro. 
Everything that we 
consumed we went for on 
foot. I remember very well 
my father used to go for 
corn and other things to 
the coast and return on 
foot.  

(Pedrano, 74) 

 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































