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activists in order to understand how  they could be affected by issues such as 

Home Rule.  

In order to understand the practice of petitioning, this thesis also explores theme s 

of networking, mobilisation, separate spheres, conflicts of morality and popular 

sovereignty. Overall, this thesis aims to examine how Irish women approached 

politics in this period through a variety of organisations, each with different 

aims, but which still multiplied and deepened the politicisation of Irish women.  
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male allies were able to rely on their respected medical credentials to argue that 

the CD Acts were not medically effective and were thus cruel and invasive.  
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community, rather than those explicitly from support ers of their campaign 

group , as will be examined further in this section.  

 Tables 2.8 and 2.9 offer a comparison between the total number of UK -

wide petitions submitted and the total number of Dublin petitions as recorded in 

the SCPP reports, as well as the total number of petitions  recorded by Haslam in 

the DWSA minute book. There are some disparities between the SCPP and 

minute book figures, because the SCPP only records petitions sent from the 

House of Commons and these figures represent the petitions submitted from 

Dublin specifi cally. While Haslam did mainly focus on Dublin petitions, she 

sometimes also noted petitions submitted by other counties and she also 

included petitions sent to the House of Lords for the years 1884 and 1885. It is 

also possible that Haslam did not record all the  petitions submitted, as seen in 

table 2.9 when Haslam recorded only 2464 signatures from Dublin, compared to 

the 5565 recorded by the SCPP. Despite these disparities, it is still worth 

examining the minute book records as it provides a perspective on how  the 

DWSA recorded their progress in comparison to the SCPP data. The numbers of 

petitions sent were only recorded by the DWSA from 1879 up to 1889; the reason 

for this is unknown as they di d continue to petition, for example they submitted 

17 petitions in 1890 with over 300 signatures, including MPs and householders.285 

 

 

 

 

 

 
285 Minute book,  26 February. 1890, DWSA/2 [NAI].  
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Table 2.8. Suffrage petitions submitted to Parliament , 1879-1889.286 

Year Total number of suffrage  

petitions submitted to  

Parliament based on the 

SCPP reports 

Total number of petitions 

submitted to Parliament from 

Dublin based on the SCPP 

reports  

Total number of petitions 

submitted to Parliament from 

Dublin and other counties as 

recorded in the DWSA minute 

book  

1879 853 10 15 

1880 258 6 6 

1881 457 14 21 

1882 540 10 31 

1883 610 6 15 

1884 686 30 92 

1885 394 11 17 

1886 450 12 27 

1887 209 8 15 

1888 289 4 11 

1889 190 10 17 

Total  4,936 121 267 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
286 Data from SCPP, Reports (1879-89); List of Petitions. DWSA/9, NAI. Some years petitions were 
submitted to both the Ho use of Lords and the House of Commons.  
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Table 2.9. Signatures submitted to Parliament, 1879-1889.287 

Year Total number of signatures 

submitted to Parliament  

based on the SCPP reports 

Total number of signatures 

submitted to Parliament 

from Dublin based on the 

SCPP reports 

Total number of signatures 

submitted to Parliament from 

Dublin  and other counties as 

recorded in the DWSA minute 

book  

1879 35,000 656 1006 

1880 7698 276 364 

1881 22,435 373 501 

1882 15,905 168 763  

1883 15,281 88 271 

1884 36,748 5565 2464 

1885 9365 191 267 

1886 16,597 243 514 

1887 7371 117 306 

1888 6300 57 230 

1889 5315 188 318 

Total  178,015 7,922 7,004 

 

This SCPP shows that petitions from Dublin accounted for 3 percent of 

total petitions submitted to Parliament and signatures from Dublin accounted for 

5 percent of total signatures. This is quite low when compared on a national level 

wi th the United Kingdo m, however, when compared with another Irish city such 

as Belfast, Dublin evidently submitted the largest number of signatures from 

Ireland on a year-by-year basis. Between 1879 and 1889, Belfast submitted a total 

of 15 petitions to Parliament and 1050 signatures.288 Cork had even lower 

numbers, submitting 6 petitions and 131 signatures between 1879-1889.289 The 

 
287 Ibid.  
288 Data from SCPP, Reports (1879-89). 
289 Ibid.  
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Nationalist and Conservative parties  who joined their ranks and would prove to 

be a great source of aid to the movement by presenting suffrage petitions or 

offering advice and information regarding debates in Parliament. It also offers a 

view into the intricate political connections between Irish suffrage and Irish 

parliamentary political life. The DWSA received support fro m many political 

backgrounds, which explains why they refused to associate themselves with any 

party in particular.  

This chapter has also demonstrated how the involvement of women in the 

DWSA additionally provided them with invaluable opportunities to dem onstrate 

politica l leadership in running an organisation.  The early years of the DWSA did 

feature a dominance of men in chairing roles, but as time went on women 

increasingly chaired meetings and eventually superseded their male counterparts 

completely. Women also learned how to organise and to run both public and 

drawing room meetings. They gained valuable political experience through the 

organisation of pet itioning campaigns and by writing to influential men such as 

MPs or local councillors. These were methods that would be replicated by the 

IWSLGA through the continued membership of individuals such as Anna 

Haslam, Rose McDowell and Lady Margaret  Sarah Dockrell.   

What has also been demonstrated here is that the DWSA benefitted from a 

relationship with the central committee in London. The fact the DWSA struggled 

to raise funds was also indicated by their reliance on the Central Committee 

which often helped wi th the costs thus suggesting there was a hierarchy in 

existence. There were also instances when the DWSA was not a priority to the 

campaign in England and it was unfairly criticised by some, such as Anna 

Perrier, who demonstrated a level of disconnect with  the campaign in Ireland.  

 This chapter has established, through petitioning patterns, that the DWSA 

was not too far behind some of their British counterparts even if they fell behind 

in their ability to raise funds. Petitioning was heavily utilised by the DWSA as it 




































































































































































































































































































