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Abbreviations 

 

A&G: Ariani, Marco & Mino Gabriele, eds., Hypnerotomachia Poliphili:     
introduzione, traduzione e commento (Milan: Adelphi, 1998). 
 
G: Godwin, Joscelyn, ed. and trans. Hypnerotomachia Poliphili (London: Thames & Hudson, 1999). 
 
HP: Hypnerotomachia Poliphili (Venice: Aldus Manutius, 1499). 
 
P&C: Pozzi, Giovanni and Lucia Ciapponi, Hypnerotomachia Poliphili (Padua: Antenore, 1964). 
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highest degree of intellect by creating a number of lighting channels which corresponded to the 

movements of the sun ... there were two orders of columns at ground level, with the exquisite 

areostyle spacing dictating the proper distances of the columns from one another. The first row or 

order on either side began at the edge or extreme end of the pavement, at the metope or front of the 

great portal, and there was a space of fifteen paces between the two rows of columns. One could see 

the majority of the columns still intact with their Doric capitals, or else with cushioned capitals, their 

shell-or snail-like volutes curling out from the echinuses with the astragals beneath (G 24-31: b1r-

b3v) 

 

This feature takes full advantage of the permissive and recombinant setting of the 

dreamspace to devise a structure inconceivable elsewhere.  It seems unlikely that such a 

didactic demonstration piece would have been created in a book unlike the HP, such as an 

architectural textbook.  Even if such an architectural exercise were to be offered elsewhere, it 

would be unlikely to have such Brobdingnagian proportions.  The dreamlike logic of the HP 

created the enabling conditions for such a theoretical design to be composed.  

 This structure was also used by one of the annotators for the kind of playful, self-

educative style of annotation seen in the Sydney copy.  A reader of the copy in the Buffalo 

and Erie County Public Library challenged himself or herself to unpack this combined 

structure, painstaking labelling each individual architectural form contained within it. 
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Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, (b1r)  
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Detail, BL C.60.o.12, (e1r) 
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3 

 

Methodology 

 

 

The purpose of this chapter is to describe and justify the means by which annotated copies 

were located, selected, analyzed, and interpreted.  First, it will describe the rationale for 

conducting a world census of annotated copies of the 1499 edition.  The procedure by which 

the census was conducted will then be presented, the categories into which copies have been 

divided defined, and the results tabulated.  After identifying a corpus of prolifically-annotated 

copies, the chapter will discuss the rationale behind the selection of the copies included in 

this study, as opposed to others.  With the working set of copies established, the chapter will 

explain the procedure for approaching each copy.   This section will delimit the boundaries 

within which each text can be interpreted.  The annotations contained in some of these texts 

are so voluminous that each could deserve a dissertation in its own right.  The annotators also 

venture into subjects for which I did not have a sufficient background in order to offer 

informed comment, and for which obtaining an adequate briefing on each theme would have 

taken the preliminary research too far off course.  With these limitations in mind, one must 

proceed with caution in considering to what extent this material can be plausibly interpreted.   

 Though the census located a greater number of prolifically-annotated copies than 

anticipated, copies bearing this degree of annotation remain a minority out of the total 

amount of surviving examples.  A similar degree of reserve is necessary in drawing broad 

conclusions from such a limited body of evidence.  The chapter will conclude with a survey 

of critical approaches and methodologies, among them Microhistory and object biography, 

which have been developed for drawing reasonable conclusions from fragmentary and 

anomalous evidence.  

 

 

Census criteria 

 

The search for additional annotated copies of the HP was prompted by the intimations, like 

those of Gingerich in The Book Nobody Read, that the few prolifically-annotated copies 
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that eluded even the most erudite scholars of our age.  When placed together, modern and 

Renaissance readers can be fused into a joint apparatus criticus.  

 The assessment of marginalia is primarily qualitative in nature, however I did enumerate 

categories in some chapters.  For example, in the BAV Copy (Chapter 8) I record the 

frequency with which Fabio Chigi utilized rhetorical terms such as dichiarazione.   

 Following a close analaysis of folios a1r-e1r, I made note of any outstanding features 

which may have been evident in later leaves.  As a final stage in the analysis, I made note of 

any manuscript modifications that the reader may have added to the woodcut, such as 

attaching labels or shading to the image.   

 

 

Methodological Issues in Evaluation 

 

The prolifically annotated texts in this study provide a sumptuously rich record of individual 

reading experiences.  Featuring, of necessity, only a portion of the outstanding marginalia in 

each copy, each chapter is an invitation to future studies of individual copies.  In this respect, 

each chapter makes a modest contribution to knowledge in improving the bibliographical 

description of each individual artefact. 

 A comparative study nonetheless aims to move beyond the improved documentation of 

individual items, to extract broader inferences into contemporary reading practices.  Thus this 

study has adduced a new model for describing those readers who marked up their copies of 

the HP prolifically: namely, that they responded to the distinct cluster of qualities present in 

the HP (a repertoire of humanistic commonplaces, arranged within the freedom of a dream 

space) to gather material for composition (inventio) and to refine their intellectual acuity 

(ingegno) in doing so.   

This model is, it must be conceded, based upon a limited grouping of anomalous copies.  

One might justifiably question whether this limited and heterogeneous data set provides 

enough source material on which to base broader conclusions.  There are six copies featured, 

and these representing a variety of interests.  If all six copies featured annotators concerned 

with a single theme, such as botany, then the small size of the sample set would be slightly 

offset by the homogeneity of the content.  The researcher then faces a dilemma comparable to 

that of archaeologists who encounter fragmentary evidence. How is a researcher to proceed 

when one encounters material that is too rich of a source to go unmentioned, but whose 

limited quantity precludes a statistically-grounded analysis?  Methodologies for approaching 
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Detail (b1r) 
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  Detail, (b1r) 

 

The multiple hands and variety of interests in this copy serve to confirm that the interests 

and practices seen in other copies were not confined to those individual annotators.  The BL 

annotator was not alone in to inferring an alchemical subtext, nor were the Giovio brothers 

the only respondents to the HP to take up the challenge of identifying sources in Pliny.  Even 

if prolific annotation was not the norm, recurring streams of thought are evident in annotators 

working at a geographic distance from each other.  Though this chapter has only been a 

preliminary approach to this remarkable copy, its multiple hands have established common 

threads in the reception of the HP, most notably, indicating the persistence of alchemical 

readings after Béroalde. 
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