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SOMERSET 1800 - 1830 " 

INTRODUCTION 

Scope o f the t h e s i s 

T h i s i s an i n q u i r y i h t o the c o n d i t i o n s o f l i f e o f the 

peop le o f Somerset d u r i n g the open ing years o f the n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . T h i s i s the p r i n c i p l e upon w h i c h m a t e r i a l hss been 

s e l e c t e d . There i s no a t t e m p t t o show the l i f e o f the upper 

c l a s s e s , nor t o t r a c e l o c a l c o n n e c t i o n s o f famous men d u r i n g 

these y e a r s . The c h i e f o b j e c t o f the i n q u i r y i s to t h r o w l i g h t 

on the economic c o n d i t i o n s o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . Since t h e i r 

m a i n o c c u p a t i o n was a g r i c u l t u r e , t h i s s u b j e c t f o r m s the c e n t r a l 

p o r t i o n o f the t h e s i s . Grouped around t h i s nuc leus are o t h e r 

i n f l u e n c e s w h i c h a f f e c t e d the l i f e o f the o r d i n a r y man. T h i s 

a r rangement p r o v i d e s a background o f s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 

c o u l d n o t be d e a l t w i t h i n the main p o r t i o n of. the t h e s i s . 

Here a r e s t u d i e s o f p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , o f the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

o f the l a w , o f the coun ty g a o l , o f i n d u s t r i e s , o f the c h u r c h , 

o f s c h o o l s , and o f . the m i l i t i a , t o g e t h e r w i t h i n d i v i d u a l 

examples o f a d i s p e n s a r y , a b o x - c l u b , and a t h e a t r e . 

Po 1 i t i c a l H i s t o r y (1800-1850) 

P o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d have been 

a d e q u a t e l y d e a l t w i t h by the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y so t h a t 

the p r i n c i p l e o f s e l e c t i n g f r e s h m a t e r i a l has been i n t r o d u c e d . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y o n l y two boroughs - Taunton and I l c h e s t e r - have 

been chosen f o r d e t a i l e d i n q u i r y . 

The c o u n t y had c o n s i d e r a b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the 

u n r e f o r m e d p a r l i a m e n t , b u t the e l e c t o r a t e was s m a l l and was, 

i n g e n e r a l , a t the mercy o f the g r e a t l andovmers . There were 

seven boroughs w h i c h r e t u r n e d two members each i n a d d i t i o n to 

the c o u n t y members. These boroughs show a m o t l e y as&ort :cent 

o f f r a n c h i s e r u l e s and the t o t a l number o f e l e c t o r s who 

r e t u r n e d f o u r t e e n members t o p a r l i a m e n t i n 1822 was o n l y 

1 ,250 , ( - X - I ) 

There was a most s h o c k i n g example o f t e r r o r i s a t i o n a f t e r 

an e l e c t i o n a t I l c h e s t e r d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . B r i b e r y "as 



p r a c t i s e d on a l a r g e s c a l e and e l e c t i o n p e t i t i o n s were 

f r e q u e n t . One o f these p e t i t i o n s , f r o m T a u n t o n , i s examined 

i n some d e t a i l i n o rder t o shov7 the amount o f c o r r u p t i o n 

w h i c h had become g e n e r a l i n borough e l e c t i o n s . An eye -wi tne s s 

a c c o u n t o f an e l e c t i o n a t Taunton ( h i t h e r t o u n p u b l i s h e d ) 

r e v e a l s the chaos v /h ich a t t e n d e d the p o l l i n g i n t h a t b o r o u g h . ( 

A l t h o u g h t h i s p a r t i c u l a r bo rough had a f a i r l y l i b e r a l f r a n c h i s e , 

the p o p u l a t i o n was d e p r i v e d o f i t s f u l l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n because 

the p o l i t i c a l b o r o u g h was r e s t r i c t e d i n a rea to t h a t o f the 

o r i g i n a l p a r i s h , t o the e x c l u s i o n o f the two o t h e r populous 

p a r i s h e s o f t he t o w n . 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s o f bo rough management are i l l u s t r a t e d 

by an A p p e n d i x d e a l i n g w i t h I l c h e s t e r e l e c t i o n s d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d . ( * ^ ) 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to t u r n t o the h i s t o r y o f the 

C o r d w a i n e r s ' Company a t Y /e l l s (*3) f o r , i n my o p i n i o n , t h i s 

was used as an i n s t r u m e n t i n the management o f the borough 

b e f o r e the Re fo rm B i l l . 

I n Somerse t , as i n the r e s t o f the c o u n t r y , e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y c o n d i t i o n s r u l e d the e l e c t o r a l mach ine ry u n t i l the 

R e f o r m B i l l i n t r o d u c e d u n i f o r m i t y . The need f o r a R e g i s t e r 

o f V o t e r s was v e r y bad a t Taunton where e l e c t i o n s l a s t e d a 

f o r t n i g h t and hours were' wasted i n examin ing the c l a i m s o f men 

who p r e s e n t e d themselves a t the H u s t i n g s . 

The o n l y s i g n o f coming change i s the e x i s t e n c e o f a 

movement f o r moderate r e f o r m amongst the f r e e h o l d e r s and o t h e r s . 

There was a Hampden Club a t B a t h and ' $ ) r a t o r ' Hunt a c t e d as 

t h e i r d e l e g a t e t o p r e s e n t a r e f o r m p e t i t i o n a t ' i j e s tmins t e r on 

one o c c a s i o n , "̂ he "oailhleteer Hone rras a l s o a B a t h man. B u t 

the R e f o r m I'lovement i n Somerset l a c k e d pov/er and the i r e e h o l d e r L 

who y-eve supposed t o be i n f a v o u r o f r e f o r m e l e c t e d a Cc^ndid^te, 

D i c k e n s o n , vho v o t e d a g a i n s t the Reform B i l l . ( * / ^ ) 

^ / See f. h 



La^'. and. J u s t i c e 
A c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f c r i m e , - h i c h can be acco-.-inted 

f o r . bi? the p r e v a i l i n g p o v e r t y and i g n o r a n c e , was c o 2 L : i t t a d 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . E x p e n d i t u r e on p r o s e c u t i o n s \:as sLeac . i l -

i n c r e a s i n g . The s e v e r i t y o f the l aw d i d n o t h i n g t o check the 

i n c r e a s e o f c r i m e . B e f o r e the l a t e t w e n t i e s a t an- r a t e , t h e r e 

a re no s i g n s o f humane t r e a t m e n t o f c r i m i n a l s . Less than 16̂ ,̂  

o f those who were execu ted i n Somerset d u r i n g the years 1809 

t o 1821 w o u l d have s u f f e r e d c a p i t a l punishment t o - d a y . 

'̂ e a r e f o r t u n a t e i n h a v i n g a d e t a i l e d i n q u i r y i n t o 

c o n d i t i o n s i n s i d e the County Gaol a t I l c h e s t e r . ' O r a t o r ' H u n t , 

who was a p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r t h e r e , b r o u g h t s e r i o u s charges 

a g a i n s t the G o v e r n o r . A R o y a l Commission made an e x h a u s t i v e 

i n q u i r y i n t o the management o f the p l a c e . 

T h i s i n q u i r y r e v e a l e d t h a t the g a o l was overc rowded , 

t \ a t t he d r i n k i n g wa te r v.fas con tamina t ed by the sev.'ers, and 

t h a t the Governor had commit ted c e r t a i n a c t s o f gross c r u e l t y . 

The g o v e r n o r was d i s m i s s e d and was a f t e r w a r d s p rosecu t ed and 

f i n e d f o r one o f h i s a c t s o f i l l - t r e a t m e n t . A g r e a t d e a l o f 

money was spen t on improvements t o the b u i l d i n g s , b u t the 

g a o l was c l o s e d dov.Ti i n 1843. 

The r e v e l a t i o n s a r e n o t as s e n s a t i o n a l as those made 

i n 1728 a t the t r i a l s o f the 7ardens o f the F l e e t , nor do t hey 

show t h a t I l c h e s t e r Gaol was much worse than o t h e r p r i s o n s 

o f t h i s pe r iod - . Hunt p r i n t s a ' N a r r a t i v e ' a t the end o f 

Volume.*I o f h i s Memoi r s , i n w h i c h he t r i e s t o show t h a t 

I l c h e s t e r was worse t l i a n p r i s o n s l i k e L i n c o l n and OaMmm, 

b u t h i s arguments a re n o t c o n v i n c i n g . I n my o p i n i o n an 

i ndependen t i n v e s t i g a t i o n a t any o f the p r i s o n s d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d w o u l d have produced s i m i l a r r e s u l t s . The d i f f i c u l t y 

was t o o b t a i n an i n q u i r y . There would have been no i n q u i r y 

a t I l c h e s t e r i f ' O r a t o r ' Hunt had n o t been i m p r i s o n e d t h e r e , 

and t h e r e w o u l d have been no i n q u i r y t h e n , i f the a u t h o r i t i e s 

had a l l o w e d h im to r e c e i v e v i s i t s f r o m h i s m i s t r e s s . T h i s 

does n o t a l t e r the t r u t h o f what he had t o say , and Governor 

B r i d l e dese rved h i s d i s m i s s a l . 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o a p p l y Howard ' s f o u r t e s t s o f 



I' 
p r i s o n management t o I l c h e s t e r . F i r s t , the g a o l shou ld be 
s e c u r e , roomy, and s a n i t a r y . T h i s g a o l v/as f a i r l y s ecu re , 

a l t h o u g h the G o v e r n o r ' s rooms d i d n o t command a f u l l viev; 

o f the b u i l d i n g s . I t was overcrowded and the s a n i t a r y axE 

ar rangements were v e r y b a d . Second, t?ie Gaoler s h o - I d be a 

s a l a r i e d o f f i c i a l . He was, b u t he a l s o had c o n s i d e r a b l e 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o augment h i s s a l a r y . He c o u l d l e t beds and 

f u r n i t u r e , and rooms t o o , . (*1) as w e l l as take a l a r g e sl iare 

o f the prodeeds o f p r i s o n l a b o u r . T h i r d , the system shou ld 

a im a t r e f o r m i n g ' the p r i s o n e r t l i r o u g h h i s d i e t , work,- and 

r e l i g i o u s e x e r c i s e s . The coun ty a l l o w a n c e o f b read and water 

was c e r t a i n l y c a l c m l a t e d to s t a r v e the p r i s o n e r s un less they 

were l u c k y enough t o have a p r i v a t e income. The p r i s o n c l o t h 

m a n u f a c t o r y was h i g h l y p r a i s e d by P o w e l l - B u x t o n , b u t i t meant 

t h a t boys were throTO i n t o the company o f o l d l a g s who must 

have t a u g h t them many o t h e r t h i n g s bes ides w e a v i n g . R e l i g i o u s 

s e r v i c e s vrere h e l d on Sundays o n l y , and the C h a p l a i n never 

v i s i t e d the p r i s o n e r s . ( * 2 ) F o u r t h , the g a o l s h o u l d be f u l l y 

i n s p e c t e d by some competent o u t s i d e a u t h o r i t y . The v i s i t i n g 

m a g i s t r a t e s a t I l c h e s t e r saw what t hey were i n t e n d e d to see, 

and v e r y l i t t l e e l s e . 

I l c h e s t e r Gaol was, i n H u n t ' s words , "an o l d h u l k , 

moored i n a swamp." 

* 1 I n 1799 Jane P e r r o t l odged i n t he G o v e r n o r ' s house. 
Hunt does n o t say whether he p a i d f o r h i s room or n o t , 
b u t he p r o b a b l y d i d . He had a board f l o o r p u t i n . 

*2 "The C h a p l a i n ' s Book" i s a gruesome r e l i c i n liSS. 
I t c o n t a i n s E raye r s f o r those abou t t o be Hung e t c . 



A g r i c i J l t u r e 1800-1830 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the f i r s t modern d r a inage schemes 

were l aunched and r e s u l t e d i n the r e c l a m a t i o n o f a g r e a t d e a l 

o f ' m o o r s ' . T h i s reciaaimed l a n d i s s t i l l v e r y v/et, no l e s s 

t h a n 107 square m i l e s s t i l l b e i n g l i a b l e t o f l o o d i n g , ( * i ) bu t 

i t i s w o r t h thousands o f pounds a n n u a l l y t o Somerset f a r m e r s . 

The p rob l em i s one o f c o n t r o l r a t h e r t han o f p r e v e n t i o n , f o r 

t h e s t r u g g l e , w h i c h has been g o i n g on f o r c e n t u r i e s , between 

t i d e s coming up the r i v e r s and f l o o d w a t e r s r u s h i n g down f r o m 

the h i l l s , has l e f t d e p o s i t s o f s i l t w h i c h have r a i s e d the 

s ea -boa rd so t h a t i t i s h i g h e r tloan the l a n d b e h i n d , so t i ' ^ t 

some measure o f f l o o d i n g i s i n e v i t a b l e . The e x i s t e n c e o f the 

p r o b l e m t o - d a y t h e r e f o r e , i s no c r i t i c i s m o f the v.'ork done i n 

the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t must be remembered too t l ' ia t 

improvements i n d r a i n a g e i n the h i g h e r l ands liave i n c r e a s e d 
[%{) 

t he r a p i d i t y and volume o f the f l o w o f wate r f r o m the h i l l s : 

I n 1797 the K i n g ' s Sedgemoor D r a i n had j u s t been c u t . 

T h i s g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d the e f f i c i e n c y o f d ra inage i n a l a r g e 

a r ea se rved by the r i v e r s P a r r e t t and Gary . The Gary was 

a c t u a l l y d i v e r t e d i n t o the new d r a i n so t h a t i t s wa te r s f o u n d 

a new o u t l e t i n t o the v/ ider channel o f the P a r r e t t be low 

B r i d g w a t e r . 

I n 1801 the Brue Dra inage A c t was p a s t e d , and t h i s 

was f o l l o w e d by the Axe Dra inage A c t o f 1807. I n each case 

new o u t l e t s f o r the r i v e r s were c u t , i n o rder to p r o v i d e a 

deeper f a l l i n t o the P a r r e t t , and s l u i c e ga tes were e r e c t e d 

i n o r d e r t o c o n t r o l the d i s c h a r g e o f water f r o m these 

t r i b u t a r i e s . The c l o s i n g o f the ga tes o o v i o u s l y s tops the 

i n - r u s h i n g t i d e f r o m f i g h t i n g i t s way up the channels and 

over the banks o f the t r i b u t a r i e s . 

^ 1 Somerset Land U t i l i s a t i o n Survey R e p o r t p . 31 

F l o o d e d a r e a s : 

F a r r e t t 39 ,272 ac r e s 
Gary 13,958 " 
Brue 13,576 " 
Axe 2,266 " 

^ 2 ^e^ .̂ 14-̂  
69,072 



These t h r e e schemes meant t h a t one o f the b i g g e s t advances 

ever made i n t he h i s t o r y o f a g r i c u l t u r e i n Somerset , r.as laade 
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . They were f o l l o w e d by the Gongresbury 

D r a i n a g e A c t , f o r the Yeo, i n 1819. 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the l a s t t r a c e s o f Somerse t ' s 

famous R o y a l F o r e s t s were a b s o r b e d , and e n c l o s e d , i n the 

o r d i n a r y a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . The F o r e s t o f Selwood, near Frome, 

had been d i s a f f o r e s t e d under Char l e s I , the K i n g t a k i n g one 

t h i r d , t he owners o f the s o i l one t h i r d , and one t h i r d was 
( * l ) 

a p p r o p r i a t e d t o s e v e r a l commoners f o r d e p a s t u r i n g t h e i r c a t t i e . 

Someth ing s i m i l a r had liaopened t o t he F o r e s t o f Mendip bu t 

s e v e r a l l a r g e t r a c t s o f ' f o r e s t ' a re men t ioned i n E n c l o s u r e 

A c t s o f t h i s p e r i o d . ( * 2 ) The E n c l o s u r e A c t f o r N o r t h P e t h e r t o n 

i n 1795 e n c l o s e d 1,466 ac res o f common v.rhich must liave been 

the r ema ins o f the F o r e s t o f P e t h e r t o n . The remains o f the 

F o r e s t o f Neroche , 2 ,357 ac res i n e x t e n t , were d e a l t w i t h by 

t he A c t o f 1830 w h i c h a l l o t t e d them to the landoT.Tiers i n a 

dozen p a r i s h e s . The F o r e s t o f Exmoor was the on l^ case i n which 

the Crown had n o t d i v e s t e d i t s e l f o f i t s r i g h t s . He re , the 

F o r e s t , c o v e r i n g an a r e a o f 22,400 a c r e s , was enc losed under 

t h e A c t o f 1815 . The Crovm t o o k 12/22 and 1/8 was g i v e n to 

the owner o f the t i t h e s . John K n i g h t bought the Gror.m 

l l o t m e n t o f 10 ,262 ac r e s f o r £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 . He a l s o bought the 

t i t h e o v m e r ' s a l l o t m e n t - o f 3 , 2 0 1 ac res and most o f the o t h e r 

l l o t m e n t s . H i s s p e c u l a t i o n was n o t a f i n a n c i a l success , out 

i t i s he who made the p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s o f a g r i c u l t u r e 

p o s s i b l e i n t h i s a r e a . 

The Enclosui^e L^ement i s a ma jo r p r o b l e m . The 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f o t h e r problems connected w i t h a . g r i c j l t u r e 

depends upon the s t u d y o f t h i s main i n f l u e n c e . ":iet none of the 

*1 Phelps 1.149 
*2 c f . Shepton M a l l e t , 7/ookey, 7 e s t b u r y , 7 e l l s . 

a 

a 



g r e a t h i s t o r i a n s o f the coun ty has a t t e m p t e d t o e x p l a i n i t 

g,nd modern h i s t o r i a n s o f the coun ty have n o t d e a l t w i t h i t 

i n any d e t a i l . 

The a n a l y s i s o f the g e n e r a l l a w ' c o n c e i i.ine^ -Juciosui-e 

made i n t h i s t h e s i s ( * | ) , i s based on the \cth o f 123o, 12u;.p 

1 5 5 0 , 1 7 7 3 , 1 8 0 1 , 1 8 1 7 , 1 8 2 1 , 1 8 3 3 , and 1836. I t was necessary t o 

i n c l u d e t h i s a n a ^ s i s i n o r d e r to b r i n g the g e n e r a l j.av.- o f the 

n a t i o n t o bear upon the s t u d y o f the p a r t i c u l a r s t a t u t e s 

w h i c h v.'ere passed f o r Somerset . Many o f these A c t s have no 

d i r e c t concern w i t h Somerset E n c l o s u r e s between 1800 and 1830. 

The A c t s o f 1235, 1285, and 1550 concern the e a r l i e r p e r i o d 

o f E n c l o s u r e , w h i c h however , had e x t e n s i v e r e s u l t s i n Somerset. 

The A c t o f 1773, passed w i t h the o b j e c t o f g e t t i n g t u r n i p s 

g r o w n , was l a r g e l y i n o p e r a t i v e , because the necessary consents 

o f l andowners were n o t f o r t h c o m i n g , (*2) b u t i t s c l auses 

g i v e a v e r y c l e a r e x p r e s s i o n o f p a r l i a m e n t a r y s tudy o f the 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f a g r i c u l t i j r a l improvement . The A c t o f 1801 

p r o v i d e d a f i n i s h e d model o f the e l a b o r a t e machinery w h i c h 

had been, d e v i s e d f o r l o c a l Enclos 'ores d u r i n g the e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . I t ensured p u b l i c i t y f o r a l l the t r a n s a c t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g the E n c l o s u r e o f any p a r t i c u l a r a r e a , and secored 

more e q u i t a b l e d i v i s i o n - o f l ands by making the q u a l i t y as 

w e l l as the q u a n t i t y o f l a n d a p r i m a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n o e f o r e 

a l l o t m e n t . The A c t s o f 1817 ,1821 ,1833 , and 1836 were i n 

essence , e x t e n s i o n s o f the A.cts o f 1773 and 1 8 0 1 . 

I n s t u d y i n g the E n c l o s u r e movement f o r ScQierset 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d 1800 t o 1830, about M l f the A c t s and 

Awards w h i c h were i s s u e d d u r i n g t h i s t ime have been d e a l t 

w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s . I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e f o r more t han t l i i s 

t o be done a t p r e s e n t because p h o t o s t a t s o f the r e m a i n i n g 

Awards a re n o t y e t a v a i l a b l e a t the ' County Record O f f i c e . 

* I See pager's?-
^ % Gonner p .235 



/ < 

The g r e a t e r p a r t o f the county was a l r e a d y enc losed 

by 1800, and most o f the r e m a i n i n g p o r t i o n was enc losed 

b e f o r e 1830. The g e n e r a l t endency had been t o enc lose the 

a r a b l e f i r s t , and t h e n the commons. A g r e a t d e ^ l o f the 

a r a b l e , a t any r a t e , i^as enc losed by agreement , so t h a t 

t h e r e a re no r e c o r d s o f t h i s . Most o f the Sorisi £.et A c t t 

I h e r e f o r e d e a l w i t h E n c l o s u r e s o f Common, a l t h o u g h t he r e 

a r e more .A.cts d e a l i n g w i t h a r a b l e t han has been assijm.ed 

h i t h e r t o . 

I have o n l y come ac ross one Somerset \ct w h i c h wai 

passed t o c o n f i r m an Enclosi : i re by consent - t h a t o f Y a t t o n 

i n 1 7 5 1 . Throughout Eng land i n g e n e r a l Enclos 'Jre by A c t 

superseded E n c l o s u r e by Agreement a f t e r 1750. ( * ' ) . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e r e a re examples o f Snclos^Jre by 

Consent even as l a t e as the p e r i o d 1800 - 1830. A f t e r d e a l i n g 

w i t h the E n c l o s u r e o f ^.'esthay Moor ( 1 7 7 8 ) , Phelps says t l ^ t 

"a l a r g e t r a c t o f t u r b a r y on the s o u t h s ide o f the p a r i s h , 

c o n t a i n i n g 1201 ac r e s - 31 pe rches , was i n c l o s e d i n 1814 

by the m u t u a l consent o f the l a n d h o l d e r s o f the a d j o i n i n g 

l a n d s . " ( * ^ ) He a l s o men t ions an e n c l o s u r e o f 'open l a n d s ' 

a t S t o u r t o n i n 1802, o f w h i c h t h e r e i s no o f f i c i a l r e c o r d . ( * ^ ) 

He a l s o no tes a t h i r d E n c l o s u r e "by the m u t u a l consent o f 

t he l a n d h o l d e r s " a t B a r t o n S t . D a v i d i n 1835. (*^) T h i s v.as 

an Enclosiare o f ' open common f i e l d s ' b u t o n l y 26:t ac res were 

a f f e c t e d . He men t ions a f o u r t h E n c l o s u r e o f "open l a n d s , 

b y the consent o f the. f r e e h o l d e r s " a t Pen Seiwood, b u t he 

does n o t g i v e the d a t e . ( * ^ ) 

A c c o r d i n g to Gonner most o f the a r a b l e i n Somerset 

was e n c l o s e d b e f o r e 1600. "By the end o f the s i x t e e n t h century^ 

f Gonner p .190 

* ^ Phelps 1 .571 

* t I b i d . 1.196 

I b i d . 1.483 

I b i d . 1 .191 
•yrb Gonner p . 125 



SoinersetK v:as c o n s i d e r e d enc losed ) ITot o n l y r^ere these 

e a r l y E n c l o s u r e s l i m i t e d to a r a b l e however, tlaey were 

l i m i t e d t o ^ e s t Somerset . {*!,) The reason f o r t h i s r a s t h a t 

in^ these p a r t s o f the coun ty C e l t i c methods s u r v i v e d . T h i s 

meant t h a t t h e r e vas an a n n u a l r e - a l l o t m e n t o f the s t r i p s 

i n the open f i e l d s . S l a t e r c a l l s t h i s syste-a ' r j n - r i ^ ' . (*3) 

S ince r^nclosure .̂-̂ as t o the obv ious advantage o f everyone i n 

t h i s type o f v i l l a g e , i t came r : i t h o i 2 t o u t s i d e i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

Llany s m a l l manors o f ^/est bane r se t were enc losed a t an e a r l y 

da te because the number o f t e n a n t s was too s m a l l f o r open 

f i e l d a g r i c u l t u r e . ( * ( ( . ) 

The r e ¥/as ano the r b i g d i f f e r e n c e between p re -enc losu i ' e 

methods i n Somerset , and those i n o t h e r p a r t s o f E n g l a n d . 

"The B a t h , • ' T e l l s , a n d G l a s t o n b u r y r e c o r d s , and the maps 

a t t a c h e d t o the E n c l o s u r e A.wards, ahovj t h a t the t w o - f i e l d 

sys tem was n o r m a l i n Saner s e t . The t h r e e - f i e l d system 

e x i s t e d ' i n seven l a r g e hamle t s i n Mar tock p a r i s h , i n Sou th 

P e t h e r t o n , B a r r i n g € o n , and Stoke-suh-Hamdon. Outs ide t l i a t 

a r e a I have o n l y f o u n d i t a t P i t n e y and K e i n t o n K a n d e v E l l e . 

Four f i e l d s v/ere o c c a s i o n a l l y used, p o s s i b l y owing t o two 

f i e l d s b e i n g s u b - d i v i d e d i Somerton i s a good example. I n 

many p l ace s a l l t r a c e s o f a t w o - or t h r e e - f i e l d system 

d i s a p p e a r e d e a r l y , i f e i t h e r sys tem had ever been worked , 

b u t l a r g e f i e l d s r emained o f q u i t e i r r e g u l a r s i z e . Such 

were Chedzoy i n 1574, Kingsbur j ' - E p i s c o p i ( 3 - 5 James I ) and 

T e s t o n z o y l a n d , and O the ry a t the t ime o f the E n c l o s u r e 

fi.wards. Some q u i t e s m a l l h a m l e t s , such as wookey H o l e , and 

E a s t S t r e e t i n ^7est Pennard , had two f i e l d s , b u t many o t h e r s , 

such as P i b s b u r y i n Long S u t t o n and ^Veek i n C u r r y R i v e l , 

had one open f i e l d . I have f o u j i d no t r a c e o f the t h r e e - f i e l d 

sys tem i n 7 e s t Somerset , and o f the t w o - f i e l d system o n l y 

a t L i l s t o c k . " ( * ^ ) 

The t w o - f i e l d system and the r i n g - f e n c e were , o f 

c o u r s e , C e l t i c s u r v i v a l s . On the o t h e r hand, , t h i s , a n a l y s i s • 
^t^onne.r p (35" ^iVictoda. County HiSfofi Jl'^Oif. 

^ # 5 X b U , p / 3 v ^ ^ 



^1 

u n d e r - e s t i m a t e s .the e x i s t e n c e o f the t h r e e - f i e l d s ; s t e n 

i n Somerse t . The t h r e e - f i . e l d f i ' s t e m had e x i s t e d ;?,t Chedao: . 

Tv70 maps o f the h a t t l e o f Sedseuoor ( 1685) nere dra i .n o j 

the v i c a r and he shoi"S q u i t e c l e a r l y t h a t t h e r e vere 

o r i g i n a l l y t h r e e f i e l d s . I t i s a l s o c l e a r t h a t a l t h o u g h 

o n l y one f i e l d TOS e n t i r e l y open i n 1685, y e t a second 

f i e l d Tfras n o t c o m p l e t e l y enc losed b u t l a y open on the s ide 

n e a r e s t the v i l l a g e . ( * ^ ) A l s o B i l l i n g s l e y speaks o f a 

t h r e e - y e a r r o t a t i o n on the common f i e l d s o f the ' I ' . i d d l e 

D i s t r i c t ' , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s the e x i s t e n c e o f t l i r e e - f i e l d 

v i l l a g e s i n 1797.(-^^--l) I t i s a l s o l i k e l y t h a t t he r e had 

heen t h r e e f i e l d s o r i g i n a l l y a t " fes tonzoy land . ( * l ) 

A l l these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s rai-ist "be t aken i n t o 

a c c o u n t i n d e a l i n g v f i t h E n c l o s u r e s i n Sonerse t f r o i a 1800 

t o 1830. They take p l ace c h i e f l y o u t s i d e the Western a r ea , 

a l t h o u g h i t i s o b v i o u s l y u n t r u e t o say t h a t 'Test Somerset 

was ' a l m o s t un touched ' by e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t i r y 

/ E n c l o s u r e s , ( * ) and t h e y are c h i e f l y E n c l o s u r e s o f Connons. 

E n c l o s u r e s i n Somerset d i d no t l e a d to the 

c r e a t i o n o f l a r g e f a r m s . They made i m p o r t a n t a d d i t i o n s to 

t he d r a i n a g e sys tem, Y?hich vras a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e advantage 

t o such a we t a r e a . They a l s o p r o v i d e d a n e t r o r k o f s e r v i c e 

r o a d s . I t o i s n o t o b v i o u s f r o m - t h e s t u d y o f a u t h o r i t i e s i n 

1797 and 1851 t h a t t h e r e was any r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n c r e a s e i n 

t he use o f a g r i c u l t u r a l m a c h i n e r y . T h i s may have been due 

c h i e f l y t o l a c k o f c a p i t a l . The same t h i n g i s t r u e o f f a r m 

b u i l d i n g s . 

r a n y advantages were secui^ed by the ' j i nc losu re A c t s . 

E n c l o s e d l a n d c o u l d be used f o r the purposes to vrhich i t wat, 

b e s t s u i t e d . E x p e r i m e n t s c o u l d be made by p r o g r e s s i v e 

f a r m e r s . The "greater convenience o f enc losed l ands 
'* f P h o t o s t a t s o f these maps ( t h e second o f w h i c h lias on l " 

j u s t been d i scovere r ' a t ^^oare's Bank j l onc ' cn ) are exh io i t ec . 

i n the B l a k e I : ' U £ e u m , 3 r i d g w a t e r . 
* ^ B i l l i n g s l e y p .219 
*5 See S l a t e r ( i J h a p . l ) 



•̂-as o b v i o u s , p a r t i c u l a r l y on a r a b l e l a n d where nore e f f i c i e n t 

p l o u g h i n g and h a r r o w i n g c o u l d be p r a c t i s e d t o o . Farmers had 

more c o n t r o l over the work o f t h e i r l a b o u r e r s , and f a r m i n g 

became more s y s t e m a t i c . I^uch b e t t e r use o f manure i.-as made 

on enc losed l a n d s . l a n d w h i c h had been a lmos t v. 'or thless as 

m a n o r i a l w a s t e , c o u l d be made to produce good crops o f hay.(-'<t' 

E n c l o s u r e s caused a s teady i n c r e a s e i n the v a l j e 

o f l a n d . B i l l i n g s l e y , speak ing o f ' l a n d i n open f i e l d s i n 1 , 

2 , or 3 ac re p i e c e s , ' says t h a t t h e i r v a l u e v:ould go up S or 

l O / - an a c r e i f t h e y were c o l l e c t e d and e n c l o s e d . (*2.) 

Some o f the most s t r i k i n g r e s u l t s •'~ere a c h i e v e d on g r a s s l a n d . 

V/heat f a r m i n g , was s t i m u l a t e d by the wars b e f o r e 1815 and 

by the Corn Laws a f t e r t h a t d a t e , and about 25̂ o o f the 

e n t i r e acreage o f the c o u n t y v;as under c u l t i v a t i o n , borne o f 

i t v/as exhaus ted by the p r e d a t o r y methods w h i c h were 

encouraged by war p r i c e s , b u t on the whole t h e r e \,h.t a 

w i d e s p r e a d a d o p t i o n o f improved r o t a t i o n s . The t r u e d i r e c t i o n 

o f Somerset a g r i c u l t i o r e l a y i n the improved p a s t u r e l a n d . 

The s t a n d a r d o f d a i r y - f a r m i n g was r a i s e d . The breeds o f 

c a t t l e and sheep were i m p r o v e d , a l t h o u g h l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n 

was p a i d t o p i g - f a r m i n g . The g r o w i n g o f t e a z l e s d e c l i n e d , 

b u t the c u l t i v a t i o n o f p o t a t o e s i n c r e a s e d . T h i s was o f t e n 

a source o f c o n s i d e r a b l e b e n e f i t t o t he f a r m l a b o u r e r . 

The i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n o f b a r l e y and oa t s i n Soiuerset 

a f t e r 1800 i m p l i e s t h a t t h e r e was no d e c l i n e i n em^oyment 
A. 

t h r o u g h E n c l o s u r e s . ( * | ) 

» 

One o f the c h i e f o b j e c t i o n s t o E n c l o s u r e \Jras the 

c o s t . Gonner g i v e s the average cos t s o f an E n c l o s u r e as 
f o l l o w s Vrea 1162 acres 

A c t • ^ 497 
Survey & V a l u a t i o n ^ 259 
Commissioners =G 344 
Eences T o t a l ,̂  1650 

* ( Tot t h a t t h i s was easy! e . g . P a r t s o f E raoor w i l l 

alv/ays r e m a i n i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l s t a t e . 

*% B i l l i n g s l e y p .237 

*5 , Gonner p .438 
*!+^ Gonner p . 89 



j ^ 

T h i s works ou t a t l e s L than 3 0 / - an acre f o r the t o t i l c o b t . 
I n Somerset , the cos t o f Enclos^are by A c t o f P a r l i a m e n t 

v a r i e d enormous ly f r o m p lace to p l a c e . The cos t o f the A c t , 

the Award , and the Hedges, may have averaged bet^/een c22/10/-

and £ 3 an a c r e , b u t i n many i n s t a n c e s t h i s was the cos t o f 

the A c t and .\ward a l o n e . Gonner ' s e s t i m a t e may w e l l be too 

l o w , b u t even so , Somerset E n c l o s u r e s had a f a i r l y h i g h 

c o s t . Some o f them were ' undu ly expens ive e . g . k i n g ' s 

Sedgeraoor and N o r t h P e t h e r t o n . ( * l ) 

The L o r d o f the Ilanor u s u a l l y r e c e i v e d one 

t v r e n t i e t h p o r t i o n o f the Commons i n Somerset E n c l o s u r e s ; 

Lands awarded t o the Ghui'ch were fencer" a t the common c o s t . 

I n f o u r or f i v e cases l ands were awarded i n s t e a d o f t i t h e s . 

There a re t i ro cases o f commuta t ion , based on the average 

p r i c e o f v/heat over p e r i o d o f f o u r t e e n y e a r s , w h i c h meant 

8/9 a b u s h e l i n 1810. 

The Awards show t h a t the Commissioners gave 

f a i r a l l o t m e n t s i n exchange f o r f o r m e r h o l d i n g s and r i g h t s 

o f common. I n c e r t a i n cases the g r e a t landoTmers had 

o b t a i n e d an ove rwhe lming amount o f l a n d , b u t i t i s n o t 

o b v i o u s t h a t E n c l o s u r e s were l e a d i n g to the d e s t r u c t i o n 

o f the yeoman ("^^"^ 

ITumerous examples o f p a r o c h i a l expendi tu i -e on 

Poor Rates a re g i v e n , i n t he Appendices . ( * i f ) I lany examples 

shovf a d e c l i n e i n the Poor Rate a f t e r the E n c l o s u r e o f 

Commons. I n many Urards equa l a l l o t m e n t s were made to 

c o t t a g e s ' v f i t h o u t l a n d ' (knoY/n i n Somerset as ' \ u s t e r 

t e n e m e n t s ' ) 

* 4- see A p p e n d i x ' y i l f. /̂,fc St, p / o 7 . g - f ' ^ f c ' - W -

* ^ I have n o t been a b l e t o f i n d the t e rm i n any Lav 

D i c t i o n a r y o f the p e r i o d . 



The- argument here i s n o t t h a t Enclos.Jres were desL^nea 

t o b e n e f i t the Poor , b u t t h a t t h e y were n o t des igned to 

r o b the Poor , and t h a t t h e y were n o t f o l l o w e d by an immediate 

s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n . There Y^fere examples o f the u n f a i r use o f 

i n f l u e n c e by the p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s e s , and these have been 

d e a l t w i t h . I n c e r t a i n p l a c e s the l o c a l g e n t r y c o u l d n o t 

r e s i s t the t e m p t a t i o n to make sui^e o f o b t a i n i n g s t r e t c h e s o f 

l a n d v /h ich t h e y cove ted f o r making p a r k s . Pi-esumably t h i s 

l a n d was v a l u a b l e f o r i t s s cen icE e f f e c t s r a t h e r than f o r 

economic r e a s o n s . ( * l ) 

I n E n c l o s u r e s o f a r a b l e i n Somerset i t v.-as usual to 

i n s e r t what the Hammonds c a l l the ' A s h e l w o r t h Clause ' making 

t i n y a i i a i s i s H e n c l o s u r e s a l l o t a b l e a l o n g v . l t h the open f i e l d s . 

T h i s does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y p o i n t t o u n f a i r t r e a t m e n t . (^a.) 

Old e n c l o s u r e s v.-ere u s u a l l y i r r e g u l a r and s m a l l , v.hereas 

new e n c l o s u r e s Y;ere r e g u l a r and compact. I f a b i g 

landowner d i d o b t a i n the i n s e r t i o n o f t h i s c lause f o r h i s 

own p r i v a t e b e n e f i t , he was p r o b a b l y making sure t h a t some 

s m a l l i s o l a t e d f i e l d s o f h i s own were n a t l e f t s t r a n d e d away 

f r o m h i s main a l l o t m e n t . (*U-) 

I n commenting on the E n c l o s u r e o f Commons a t 

K i l m i n g t o n , Phelps n o t i c e d t h a t the tfes E n c l o s u r e had been 

o f p a r t i c u l a r b e n e f i t " t o the poore r c l a s s o f i n h a b i t a n t s , 

who t h e r e b y o b t a i n e d l a r g e g a r d e n s . " (-^5) 

. . \ d m i t t e d l y a l l o t m e n t s t o the Poor were o f t e n v e r y 

s m a l l , b u t "common r i g h t s were l e s s v a l u a b l e t han i s o f t e n 

supposed . "(*t>) ^Then B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t "two acres T.'orth 

3 0 / - an ac r e a re necessa ry t o ŝ ummer a cov: w e l l , and one acre 

* ^ See o a g e ' ^ ^ a l s o Phelps 1.177^ 

^ 3 Gonner p . 8 2 

> <+- I n ""est Somerset where r u n - r i g and C e l t i c methods had 
s u r v i v e d , t h e tendency had been f o r ' " the peasants when 
t h e y d i s s o l v e d p l o u g h p a r t n e r s h i p t o d i v i d e the l a n d 
i n b l o c k s i n s t e a d o f s c a t t e r e d s t r i p s " ( V . C . h . 1 1 . 3 0 4 ) , 
and W.Somerset had been enc losed l a r g e l y b e f o r e 1300. 
T h i s g i v e s added f o r c e t o the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the c lause 

r e f g E r e d t o , i n d i c a t e s s m a l l i s o l a t e d e n c l o s u r e s i n 
' n o n - C e l t i c ' v i l l a g e s . \ t ' F o r t i s h e a d ( 1823) o l d enc los ' jxes 
o f l e s s t h a n 2 a c r e s n o t a) n e x t .to an enc losed r o a d or 
( b ) n e x t t o a homestead, were a l l o l t a b l e . 



and a h a l f f o r her w i n t e r p r o v e n d e r , " ( * 1 ) he appears t o be ^ 

p l a y i n g i n t o the hands o f those who argue t h a t t i n y a l l o t m e n t s 

o f Common were u s e l e s s . Acjfcual ly he i s s t a t i n , ^ an i d e a l . He 

makes i t q u i t e c l e a r t h a t the Commons were b a d l y o v e r - s t o c k e d 

b e f o r e E n c l o s u r e . One may w e l l asks wiTat s o r t o f cow d i d 

unenc losed Commons m a i n t a i n ? I n o v e r - s t o c k i n g , the l a r g e 

f a r m e r had a b e t t e r chance t o ous t the Poor who m i g h t be 

unable t o buy even the cows w h i c h t h e y v/ere e n t i t l e d to 

d e p a s t u r e , so' t h a t the R i c h l i t e r a l l y ' a t e o u t ' the I'OOT.{*2) 

E n c l o s u r e o f Common p u t a s t o p to t h i s . 

Kos t Somerset A c t s o f t h i s p e r i o d c o n t a i n a c lause 

p u t t i n g an end t o r a c k - r e n t i n g , ^he re the e x t i n c t i o n o f 

l e a se s a t r a c k - r e n t e n t a i l e d l o s s o f r i g h t s o f common, 

compensa t ion was awarded . Compensation was a l s o to be g i v e n 

when the L o r d o f the Manor e x e r c i s e d h i s r i g h t s o f m i n i n g f o r 

m i n e r a l s . I n one or two A c t s lands were se t a s i d e to p r o v i d e 

f u e l f o r the Poor , b u t u s u a l l y the ' s q u a t t e r ' as d i s t i n c t f r o m 

t h e , ' c o t t a g e r ' , g o t n o t h i n g . 

I t i s c l e a r t hen t h a t t h e r e was no g e n e r a l a t t e m p t 

t o o v e r - r i d e the r i g h t s o f the Poor i n Somerset Enclos-ores . 

On the c o n t r a r y t h e r e i s o f t e n some s p e c i f i c a t t e m p t to 

p r o t e c t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . I n t e n A c t s a l l a l l o t m e n t s were o f 

e q u a l v a l u e . I n t h r e e A c t s f o r E n c l o s u r e s o f Common, 

s m a l l - h o l d e r s were g i v e n express p e r m i s s i o n t o t)zxov t h e i r 

a l l o t m e n t s t o g e t h e r in" o rde r t o save the cos t o f f e n c i n g . 

I n one A c t compensat ion was a c t u a l l y g i v e n to s q u a t t e r s . 

I t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t when "^estonzoyland was d e a l t w i t h , 

a f t e r the end o f t h i s p e r i o d , the. s i n g l e a r a b l e f i e l d was 

d i v i d e d and a l l o t t e d b u t n o t e n c l o s e d . T h i s 500 acre f i e l d 

r ema ins open t o t h i s d.ay - a unique expe r imen t i n the h i s t o r y 

o f B r i t i s h E n c l o s u r e s - and i t i s s t i l l c u l t i v a t e d by 

s m a l l - h o l d e r s and ' yeomen . ' 

* 1 B i l l i n g s l e y p . 122 : Sec ^UeSiS p.^^ 

*2 Conner p .337 



Poor l a w 

The p o p u l a t i o n o f Somerset was r i s i n g r a p i d l y d u r i n g 

t h i s p e r i o d and her i n d u s t r i e s were d e c l i n i n g . The 

Speenhamland method o f award ing r e l i e f t o the Poor \ms 

adop t ed and Poor Rates r o s e . The r i s e d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 

was most acu te d u r i n g the war y e a r s . A f t e r 1821 t h e r e was 

a marked d e c l i n e i n e x p e n d i t u r e on Poor Rates i n the 

c o u n t r y s i d e , a l t h o u g h n o t i n the t o r n s ^ ' ^ 

A c t u a l l y the r a t e o f i n c r e a s e was g r a d u a l l y s l o w i n g 

down d u r i n g the open ing years o f the cetvtury as the 

f i g u r e s f o r Somerset as a whole show: 

% Rate o f I n c r e a s e o f Poor Rates 

Between 1748 - 50 and 1783-5 158;^ 

Between 1783-5 and 1803 91^i 

Between 1803 and 1813 53,^ 

E x t r a o r d i n a r y r e l i e f Y.'as g r a n t e d i n the slmpe o f 

f o o d or c l o t h i n g . Sometimes o r d i n a r y r e l i e f was g i v e n 

o n l y i f work was done f o r the p a r i s h . A t Erome t h i s work 

was done on the r o a d s . The most g e n e r a l f o r m o f r e l i e f , 

however , was the g r a n t o f a l l o w a n c e s , v a r y i n g a c c o r d i n g ' 

t o the p r i c e o f the s t a n d a r d wheaten l o a f and a c c o r d i n g 

t o the number and age o f c h i l d r e n i n the f a m i l y . The sca le 

p u b l i s h e d by the ® Z S K S B E K E r . a g i s t r a t e s f o r the guidance 

o f Overseers was f o r the t o t a l income o f a p p l i c a n t s f o r 

r e l i e f , w h i c h meant t h a t the a l l owances co ; l d be p a i d to 

men v/ho w e r e ' a c t u a l l y i n employment, i n o rder to r a i s e 

t h e i r wages t o . t h e r e q u i r e d s t a n d a r d . 

I t has been shoT,7n above t h a t the f i g u r e s 

f o r Poor Rates show t h a t r i s e s were n o t consequent on 

E n c l o s u r e s o f ' Common or "^aste. I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
I See ^ p p f H ^ i ^ ^ <^K^3'Lf-.'^6 als« . 

* ^ Gonner p ,449 ' 
3 See above p . /S"; a l s o Appendix'vTi" f. ; a]so ploy 



E n c l o s : T e s i t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t o n l y l . j o f Com:.;on 

Ti^ields were e n c l o s e d i n the coun ty between 1301 and l o l O , 

b u t d u r i n g the same p e r i o d the p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d by 11,J, 

and the Poor Rate i n c r e a s e d f r o m 9 .2 to l .c .6 s h i l l i n g s 

per head . 1} 

E x p e r i m e n t s '•-.ere made v i t h a v i e \ ; t o c h e c k i n ^ the 

p a u p e r i s a t i o n o f the coua i t rys ide w h i c h f o l l o w e d the a d o p t i o n 

o f the system o f a l l o w a n c e s . The c h i e f a t t e m p t was concerned 

w i t h the l e t t i n g o f s m a l l h o l d i n g s , b u t a l t h o u g h a scheme 

o f t h i s s o r t succeded a t ' . T i l l s , s i m i l a r schemes f a i l e d a t 

Erorae and Shepton L T a l l e t . I n g e n e r a l , t h e r e f o r e , n o t h i n g 

came o f them. 

C e r t a i n " ^ e s t - c o u n t r y Overseers had a d i r e c t i n t e r e s t 

i n i n c r e a s i n g g r a n t s because the^ themselves s u p p l i e d the 

Poor w i t h goods . I n most p l a c e s the l o ^ a l .magis t ra tes 

r e g a r d e d themselves as p r o t e c t o r s o f the roor ,g .nd o f t e n 

i n t e r v e n e d i n o r d e r t o i n c r e a s e p a r i s h g r a n t s t o c e r t a i n 

i n d i v i d u a l s . Some m a g i s t r a t e s even g ran ted ' l i c e n c e s to oeg' 

i n cases o f g r e a t h a r d s h i p . 

The c h i l d r e n o f paupers were sent o u t as 

' a p p r e n t i c e s ' b o t h t o l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s and 

t o f a r m s . There i s no r e c o r d o f the f a t e o f these c h i l d r e n . 

^Tages j ) f _ Parm^Labourers 
The u s u a l r a t e o f pay was f r o m 7 to S / - a week f o r 

f a r m l a b o u i - e r s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t l i r e e or fouz- p i n t s o f c i d e r a 
day .A compar ison o f a u t h o r i t i e s i n 1797 ,1843,and 1851 shows 
t h a t t h i s r a t e had n o t i n c r e a s e d d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . " T h e man's 
c i d e r i s r e c k o n e d w o r t h f r o m 1/3 t o 1/6 a w e e k . " ( ^ ) The c ider 

• was n o t so much a supplement t o viages as a f o r m o f ' t r u c i £ . ' ^ 5 } 
The p r a c t i c e o f g i v i n g i t T*as a s o c i a l e v i l i n two ways. 
I n the f i r s t p l a c e , i t d e p r i v e d the f a r m l a , b o u r e r ' s f a m i l y o f 
f o o d and c l o t h i n g ^-hich c o u l d have been bought w i t h the 
e x t r a money, and i n the second p l a c e , i t enco.jraged 
d runkennes s . The new g e n e r a t i o n o f f a r m laboiarers had no 
common r i g h t s t o supplement t h e i r wages. The demand f o r 
c o t t a g e - s p u n t h r e a d was d y i n g o u t , so t h a t t h e i r wive^- \:ere 
unable- t o use the s p i n n i n g w h e e l . 

There v^as s t i l l the p o s s i b i l i t y p f ^ s u ^ ^ e m e n t i n ^ 

. * 1 G,onner p . 4 4 8 
% Com.mon E i e l d c ^ I n c r e a s e o f Poor x:ate per ..2o,u 

Encloser i Po^oulat ion m e h i l l m g s 
1801-10 1 7 5 0 - i S O l ; 1 8 0 1 - 1 1 1743-50:1803 21313 

13 14.5;^ l i ; ^ 2 . 1 9 .2 12 . c 
*2 .?,eport o f S p e c i a l A s s i s t a n t Poor l a w Cor;missionei s ofv 
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wages i n o t h e r ^vays. 

E i r s t , t h e r e were garden p l o t s . These appear to 

have been numerous b u t t h e y were n o t o f adequate s i z e . 

S e c o n d l y , t h e r e were o f t e n g r a n t s o f p o t a t o - g r o u n d 

by the f a r m e r s . The r e n t o f t e n i n c l u d e d p l o u g h i n g and m a n u r i n g . 

I n t h i s way a l a b o u r e r had a v e r y r e a l o p p o r t u n i t y to b e t t e r 

h i s c o n d i t i o n o f l i f e . 

T h i r d l y , t h e r e was seasonal work on the l a n d f o r 

women and c h i l d r e n . 

I n the Y e o v i l a r e a , women c o u l d s t i t c h g l o v e s a t 

home. 

I n T a u n t o n , and e lsewhere t h e r e was vrork f o r women 

and c h i l d r e n i n t he p r e p a r a t i o n o f s i l k . The employment o f 

c h i l d r e n was c o n s i d e r e d a b l e s s i n g r a t h e r than an e v i l . W r i t i n g 

o f s i l k f a c t o r i e s , Savage c o n s i d e r s i t "an advantage b e l o n g i n g 

t o such works t h a t ' t h e y employ a n'tsmber o f hands, and o f 

c h i l d r e n f r o m a v e r y e a r l y p e r i o d o f l i f e , " 

The c h i e f r e a s o n f o r these lov; arages i n Somerset 

was t he redundance o f l a b o u r . Farming was a l s o b e i n g r u n on 

i n s u f f i c i e n t c a p i t a l ^ ^ A g r i c u l t u r a l i n v e s t m e n t ha.d been 

c o n c e n t r a t e d on the c a r r y i n g o u t o f E n c l o s u r e s . The a p p l i c a t i o n 

o f 'Speenhamland ' methods o f Poor R e l i e f p r e v e n t e d any r i s e i n 

rea-1 wages . Throughou t these y e a r s the l a b o u r e r s l i v e d i n 

w a n t . I n e x c e p t i o n a l l y bad yea r s such as 1801 t h e i r s u f f e r i n g s 

Y/ere i n t e n s e . 

Hous ing c o n d i t i o n s were bad . A t the b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s 

p e r i o d t h e r e were s t i l l one-room c o t t a g e s . There had been some 

improvement by t he end o f the p e r i o d , b u t p v e r c r o w d i n g was 

t h e n o r m a l s t a t e o f the l a b o u r e r ' s c o t t a g e . 

The same t h i n g m i g h t be s a i d o f the town w o r k e r . 

C o n d i t i o n s i n towns were slov^ t o i m p r o v e , b u t some p rog re s s 

was b e i n g made d u r i n g t h i s t i m e . The s t r e e t s .o f B a t h were 

paved and l i g h t e d . Gas lamps appeared i n Taunton i n 1822, (*2) 

Between 1790 and 1822 the number o f sedan c h a i r s f o r h i r e i n 

Taunton i n c r e a s e d f r o m f o u r t o e l e v e n . (*3) 

* 1 Savage p . 381 *2 I b i d . p .596 -*3 I b i d . p . 608 

^la, W p. 



I n d u s t r y 'v 

The m a n u f a c t u r e o f w o o l l e n goods had once been a 

t h r i v i n g i n d u s t r y i n the Y/est, b u t d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the 

Somerset v / o o l l e n towns l o s t t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y i n c o m p e t i t i o n 

w i t h the f a c t o r i e s o f the N o r t h . Taun ton , B r i d g w a t e r , and 

D u n s t e r s u f f e r e d t o t a l e c l i p s e . Prome s t r u g g l e d o n . 

The Somerset c l o t h i e r was too s low t o p e r c e i v e the 

immense p o s s i b i l i t i e s w h i c h p o v / e r - d r i v e n mach ine ry c o u l d o f f e r , 

and the Y o r k s h i r e m a n u f a c t u r e r s had a l r e a d y f a r - o u t s t r i p p e d 

t h e i r Wes te rn r i v a l s . The w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y remained i n the 

domes t i c s t a g e . S m a l l f a c t o r i e s d i d e x i s t a t Twer ton and 

p o s s i b i l y a t W e l l i n g t o n . F a c t o r i e s c e r t a i n l y e x i s t e d f o r the 

p r e p a r a t i o n o f s i l k a t T a u n t o n , and t h e r e was a t i n y l i n e n 

f a c t o r y a t I l c h e s t e r . 

The s i l k i n d u s t r y expanded r a p i d l y a t Taunton between 

1800 and 1826. T h i s p r o s p e r i t y was p r o b a b l y encouraged by the 

c e s s a t i o n o f P r e n c h i m p o r t s d u r i n g the l o n g wars o f 1793 t o 

1815 . I t was shared t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t b y B r u t o n , W e l l s , 

M i l v e r t o n and P i t c o m b e . A f t e r 1826 however , the s igns o f 

d e c l i n e , a l r e a d y d i s c e r n i b l e by 1823, became i n c r e a s i n g l y 

h a r s h , and i n 1831 the s i l k i n d u s t r y was no l o n g e r p r o s p e r o u s . 

W i v e l i s c o m b e seems t o have escaped the g e n e r a l d e c l i n e 

o f t h e woo iasn i n d u s t r y i n t h i s p e r i o d , b e i n g engaged i n 

s u p p l y i n g coarse c l o t h f o r s l aves to the West I n d i e s . T h i s 

t r a d e c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t he A b o l i t i o n o f S l a v e r y . 

Cobbe t t suggests t h a t Adverse c o n d i t i o n s i n the 

w o o l l e r ^ y j i n d u s t r y v/ere n o t c o n f i n e d t o t h i s d i s t r i c t , f o r 

he r emarks on the i r o n y o f f i n d i n g unemployed weavers f r o m 

the N o r t h s i n g i n g and b e g g i n g i n the s t r e e t s o f the decay ing 

W e s t - c o u n t r y c l o t h t owns , l i k e Prome. 

The s a i l - c l o t h makers o f Crewkerne and Y e o v i l seem 

t o have f o u n d no d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g a l i v i n g t h r o u g h o u t 

t h i s p e r i o d . 

C o a l - m i n i n g was a r e l a t i v e l y p rospe rous i n d u s t r y 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y Somerset c o a l was n o t 

o f a v e r y good q u a l i t y and was s o l d a t l o w p r i c e s . The 



managers o f the Rads tock mines showed a good d e a l o f e n t e r p r i s e 

and the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f steam power i n the ove r -head w o r k i n g s 

enab l ed them t o doub le t h e i r o u t p u t . 

M i n i n g f o r l e a d and calamine had been c a r r i e d on 

f o r c e n t u r i e s i n the M e n d i p s . The l e a d mines vrere exhausted 

by 1810 and the demand f o r ca lamine had decreased to such an 

E x t e n t t h a t m i n i n g ceased t o be p r o f i t a b l e . 

The c h i e f a r t e r i e s w h i c h se rved the c o u n t y were 

t he t u r n p i k e r o a d s , the r i v e r s , and the c a n a l s . 

Ev idence o f the v a s t improvements w h i c h were made 

a l o n g the main roads i s t o be f o u n d n o t mere ly i n the number 

§ A c t s f o r the improvement o f roads so much as i n o b s e r v a t i o n 

o f the r e s u l t s . B e f o r e the T u r n p i k e roads were made, i t t ook 

f o u r days to go f r o m Taunton to London . I n 1790 t h i s j o u r n e y 

c o u l d be done i n two d a y s . ( ' ^ l ) I n 1821 the R o y a l M a i l Coach 

d i d the same j o u r n e y i n n i n e t e e n h o u r s . I n 1790 t h e r e was 

o n l y one coach on the main r o a d f r o m B r i s t o l to E x e t e r , 

p a s s i n g t h r o u g h T a u n t o n , and o n l y one on the r o a d f r o m B a t h 

t o T a u n t o n , e v e r y week. I n 1822, about t w e l v e coaches a day 

were l e a v i n g T a u n t o n , 

The t o l l s c o l l e c t e d f o r the N a v i g a t i o n o f the R i v e r 

Tone ro se f r o m £ 6 6 8 i n 1789 t o £ 2 , 3 6 9 i n 1 8 2 1 , T h e P a r r e t t 

was a l s o b u s y . I n 1806 t h e r e were no l e s s than seven sh ips 

d a i l y l e a v i n g wharves i n London f o r B r i d g w a t e r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 

a g r e a t d e a l o f uneconomic e x p e n d i t u r e was made on e x t e n d i n g 

the p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f n a v i g a t i o n on the Axe and the Brue when 

the d r a i n a g e schemes f o r these r i v e r s were b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t . 

N e a r l y the whole o f Somerset c a n a l b u i l d i n g da tes to 

t h i s p e r i o d . The Kennet and Avon Canal w i t h i t s b r a n c h , the 

Somerset Coa l C a n a l , was begun i n 1794 and comple ted a f t e r 

many d e l a y s i n 1809, T h i s was ano ther example o f the 

e n t e r p r i s e o f the Rads tock mineowners . Ano the r l i n e o f c ana l v/as 

p l a n n e d t o b r i n g them i n t o communica t ion with Erome and 

W i n c a n t o n , b u t a l o t o f money was expended w i t h o u t r e s u l t . 

The o n l y r e s u l t o f the B r i s t o l and T a i n t o n Canal 

w h i c h was p r o j e c t e d i n 1811 was the s t r e t c h between B r i d g w a t e r 

and Taun ton w h i c h v.̂ as opened i n 1827. T h i s scheme was e n t i r e l y 

rtv/.̂ ^ befiAJeen. 6oifc(v audi fi>r,stol •• -H 3 Savtv^^e p Lfoo 
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uneconomic . So was the Grand Western Cana l (1796 - 1811) 
between Taunton and Topsliam ( f o r I x e t e r ) . 

There was a g r e a t d e a l o f t a l k , and even an A c t o f 

P a r l i a m e n t , about a scheme f o r c u t t i n g a s h i p c a n a l f r o m the 

E n g l i s h Channel t o the B r i s t o i h C l m n n e l . F o r t ' u n a t e l y the idea 

was d r o p p e d , a l t h o u g h n o t b e f o r e somebody had l o s t money t h r o u g h 

i t . S ince 1825 the i dea has been r e v i v e d f r o m t ime to t i m e . 

S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l I n f l u e n c e s 

A c c o r d i n g t o Hannah I T Q ^ ® ' 't'he c l e r g y i n the 

Mendips were e i t h e r absen tees , d r u n k a r d s , or b i g o t s . There 

i s p l e n t y o f ev idence o f absen tee i sm i n o t h e r p a r t s o f the 

c o u n t y , b u t the i n f l u e n c e o f the p ress was b r i n g i n g p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n t o bear on t h i s p r o b l e m . We have a good example o f t h i s 

f r o m T a u n t o n , The t a s t e o f the c l e r g y f o r d i s p l a y i n g t h e i r 

l e a r n i n g i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d i n some pamphle ts f r o m B r i d g w a t e r . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y these sources o f s t udy leave us 

w i t h o u t any m e n t i o n o f the sound work wk ich 'many a poor parson 

was d o i n g i n h i s p a r i s h . B u t the i .mpression t h a t the chu rch 

was s t i l l hampered by the f a u l t s o f the e i g h t e e n t h centui-^-y 

i s c e r t a i n l y c o r r e c t . A l t h o u g h t h e r e was no p r o v i s i o n f o r 

e d u c a t i o n i n t he Mendips b e f o r e Hannah More s t a r t e d her Sunday 

s c h o o l s , e l sewhere the c h u r c h was e n c o u r a g i n g the f o u n d a t i o n 

o f c h a r i t j ^ s c h o o l s , where boys c o u l d l e a r n the ca tech i sm and 

r e a d the B i b l e . These s c h o o l s , and the c h u r c h s e r v i c e s , were 

a l m o s t t h e o n l y e d u c a t i o n a l c o n t a c t s w h i c h the poor man made 

a p a r t f r o m h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p . 

The g r o w t h o f these schoo l s i s ev idence o f the 

av/akening consc ience o f mankind towards the l o t o f the poorer 

c l a s s e s . The f o u n d i n g o f the H o s p i t a l a t Taunton and v a i i o u s 

a c t i v i t i e s o f a s i m i l a r n a t u r e a t B a t h d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d show 

t h a t h u m a n i t a r i a n z e a l t o o k a r e a l l y p r a c t i c a l t u e n . 

The D i s p e n s a r y a t VJive l i s combe i s u s e f u l as an 

example o f how a s m a l l l o c a l e n t e r p r i s e t o p r o v i d e m e d i c a l 

b e n e f i t s t o t he p o o r , was o r g a n i s e d . 
Kany men were members o f some f o r m o f t r a d e 



a s s o c i a t i o n or f r i e n d l y s o c i e t y , or s imple b o x - c l u b . The ^ t 

C o r d w a i n e r s ' Company a t 7 e l l s i s n o t by any means a p e r f e c t 

example t o have choseni Hobod^'- seems t o have any n o t i o n o f the 

r ea son f o r i t s f o u n d a t i o n - or t h a t o f the o t h e r s i x ' t r a d i n g 

companies ' o f ^ e l l s . Even P h e l p s , i n 1839, had no i d e a , ITor 

can anyone say what b e n e f i t s d i d , or d i d n o t a t t a c h t o 

membersh ip . The 'company' must have l o s t a l l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 

the t r a d e o f w h i c h i t bo re the name, a t an e a r l i e r p e r i o d . 

D u r i n g our p e r i o d i t seems t o have been used as a means o f 

e n l i s t i n g v o t e r s i On the o t h e r hand we have the ' company ' s ' 

b o o k s , and f r o m them we can r e a d a s t o r y t h a t was f a m i l i a r i n 

the h i s t o r y o f b o x - c l u b s . 

I n many towns d u r i n g the w i n t e r , t h e r e was some s o r t 

o f t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e , perhaps as o f t e n as t h r e e t imes 

a week. To the o r d i n a r y man t h i s was an o c c a s i o n a l ' t r e a t . ' 

w h i c h had some c u l t u r a l i n f l u e n c e on h i s m.ind. ..\t B a t h t h e r e 

was a ' s u p e r i o r ' t h e a t r e w h i c h c a t e r e d f o r a ' s u p e r i o r ' 

a u d i e n c e , "^e a re a b l e t o examine t h e i r pe r formances d 'ur ing 

a whole season. T h e i r p l a y s v/ere poor and t h e i r t e chn ique 

was crude and p r i m i t i v e , "fhen the o r d i n a r y man went t o a 

d r a m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n a s m a l l Somerset t own , he saw 

much worse pe r fo rmances t han these 1 

D u r i n g the Napo leon i c 7 a r s a l l men were c o n s t a n t l y 

b e i n g urged t o under t ake some f o r m o f m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . These 

e f f o r t s met w i t h as much success as c o u l d be expec ted i n a 

c o u n t r y l i k e E n g l a n d . T'he o r d i n a r y man hov.'ever , s t ood a f a i r 

chance o f coming i n t o the unwelcome c o n t a c t o f the r i i l i t i a . 

""he a.musin-'^ i n c i d e n t s o f a m u t i n y i n the ' L o c a l I . I i l i t i a ' a t 

Tauntonv and o f an a t t a c k on the g a o l a t B a t h by another o f 

these r e g i m e n t s , show t h a t the behav iou r o f the I , oca l " i l i t i a 

T̂ âs d e t e r m i n e d by the loi- 'es t dregs o f s o c i e t y . They v/ere 

c e r t a i n l y an u n d i s c i p l i n e d crov;d. 

C o n c l u s i o n 
The p r o s p e r i t y o f the l anded g e n t r y i n the c o u n t r y a n ^ f the 



It 
t r a d e r s i n the tov.Tis, -̂ae based upon a g r i c u l t u r a l aevelopi-cnt . • 

H i g h p r i c e s and i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n made far .ming oi os^.ei o , 

an^ the sources o f t h i s p r o s p e r i t y were brough\^under :::cre 

e f f e c t i v e c u l t i v a t i o n b y the E n c l o s u r e A c t s . On the o the r hana 

i n s p i t e o f changes i n the g e n e r a l l e v e l o f p r i c e s , agr icul tUL'o i 

wages d i d no t r i s e dLiring t h i s p e r i o d . The f a r m labo'Ji-er d i d 

n o t share t h i s p r o s p e r i t y . The town labou.rer i n ' iomerset \:as 

b a d l y o f f t o o . The w o o l l e n i n d u s t r j i had gone and the p r o s p e r i t y 

o f the s i l k m i l l s passed av.-ay between 1320 and 1830. h i n i n g 

f o r l e a d and ca lamine ceased. Coa l m i n i n g was c a r r i e d on more 

e f f i c i e n t l y a t Rads tock and P a u l t o n , b u t many p i t s had c l o s e d 

d-own. 

The t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f the c o u n t y •\-'as i n c r e a s i n g 

r a p i d l y t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i o d . I n 1801 t h e r e v;ere 273, 577 

i n h a b i t a n t s , and i n 1831 t h e r e v;ere 402 ,371 - an i n c r e a s e o f 

4 7 ^ . The abundance o f l a b o u r was bound to f o r c e v^ages down. Pool-

Ra tes r o s e s t e a d i l y d u r i n g t he f i r s t two decades o f the centur^^. 

The s m i l i n g f a c e o f Somerset concea led a mass o f hu^^an misery . 

I n 1801 and i n 1830 the l a b o u r e r s h e s i t a t e d on the v e r y bria<£ 
o f open r e b e l l i o n . 

T h i s i s a v e r y d e p r e s s i n g p i c t u r e . Lookin?: on the 

b r i g h t e r s i de o f the canvas we see the approach o f p o l i t i c a l 

r e f o r m ; we. see the change o f a t t i t u d e towards p r i s o n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

and l a t e r towards t he l a w ; we see the s m a l l f a rmer holdin^^ h i s 

own i n many p a r t s o f the c o u n t y , and we do n o t f i n d th - i t the 

c o t t a g e r was i m m e d i a t e l y r u i n e d by Enc losu re? ^ e f i n d tho .xand;. 

o f a c r e s of Waste coming under c u l t i v a t i o n , bes ides tho-.sand^ 

o f acre's of 'moor ' w h i c h were r e c l a i m e d f r o m the f l o o d s , and \.i 

a l s o f i n d t ha t r u r a l h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s hs.d ."ads co^e 

improvemen t . We do n o t f i n d any hope f o r Somerset i n d u s t r i e s , 

excep t f o r c o a l - m i n i n g i n a s m a l l way, b u t we f i n d tremendouL 

p r o g r e s s i n communica t ions , ^e f i n d s igns o f the Gharch ' s 

av^akening and the b e g i n n i n g o f an a t t e m p t t o supp ly the Poor 

w i t h e l e m e n t a r y e d u c a t i o n , as w e l l as w i t h h o s p i t a l s and 

m e d i c a l care f o r t h e i r b o d i e s . 



POLITICAL HISTORY 

EXTENT OE REPRESENTATION 

A t the end o f the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , s i x t e e n members o f the 

House o f Commons were drawn f r o m S o m e r s e t . I n common w i t h the 

r e s t o f the c o u n t r y , i t was h i s t o r i c a l a . c c iden t and n o t any 

r a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e w h i c h d e t e r m i n e d t h i s . F o u r t e e n o f the 

members sa t f o r the seven boroughs and the o t h e r two were 

c o u n t y members. E l e c t i o n s f o r the l a t t e r were h e l d a t I l c h e s t e r 

and the f o r t y s h i l l i n g f r e e h o l d e r s v o t e d . 

I n the boroughs t h e r e was a v a r i e t y o f f r a n c h i s e 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . I n B r i d g w a t e r t he re was the ' S c o t and L o t ' 

f r a n c h i s e . I n B a t h o n l y t he members o f the C o r p o r a t i o n c o u l d 

v o t e . I n T a u n t o n , ' P o t w a l l o p e r s ' were v o t e r s . I n Einehead the 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n was h e l d by ' h o u s e h o l d e r s no t r e c e i v i n g a l m s . ' 

I n ' ' ,Vel ls , the mayor ,mas t e r s , and burgesses o f the c i t y , a n d ± 

men who had been a d m i t t e d to t h e i r f r eedom i n the t r a d i n g 

companies had v o t e s . I n I l c h e s t e r t he b a i l i f f , c a p i t a l 

burgesses and i n h a b i t a n t s n o t r e c e i v i n g alms c o u l d v o t e . 

I n M i l b o r n e P o r t , c a p i t a l b a i l i f f s , s t e w a r d s , a n d i n h a b i t a n t s 

p a y i n g ' S c o t and L o t ' h e l d the f ranchise( '^^"^ 

K o s t o f these v o t e s w e r e . c o n t r o l l e d e i t h e r by b r i b e r y 

or by i n t i m i d a t i o n . I n 1817 the R a d i c a l s c l a i m e d t h a t tY;eive 

o f t he b o r o u g h members were nominees o f the borough-mongers , (-x-l) 

PJ]FORMERS 

As e a r l y as 1808, the Taunton press v/as p r i n t i n g 

a ccoun t s o f mee t ings a t \ 7 e s t m i n s t e r , l e d by B u r d e t t and 

S h e r i d a n , w h e r e i t had been r e s o l v e d "That w i t h o u t P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

Re fo rm the peop le have no means o f r e c o v e r i n g the l i b e r t y 

t h e y have l o s t - no chance o f r e t a i n i n g t h a t w h i c h r emains . " (^ f - i ) 

There was a Hampden Club a t B a t h . A c t i n g i n c o n c e r t 

w i t h the B r i s t o l R e f o r m e r s , t h e y sent ' O r a t o r ' Hunt to 

L o n d o n , i n 1817, w i t h a P e t i t i o n f o r Reform., The B r i s t o l 

P e t i t i o n was s a i d t o have 24,000 s i g n a t u r e s , and the one f r o m 

B a t h "upwards o f 2 0 , 0 0 0 . " (^5) „ _ _ 

"Xrl Hone : R e f o r m i s t s R e g i s t e r 1.18 - Hay 24 1817 
*2 Taun ton C o u r i e r O c t . 2 7 , 1 8 0 8 *3 H u i s h : L i f e o f Hunt 11.30 



There was a b i g d e m o n s t r a t i o n when Hunt was 

r e l e a s e d f rom: I l c h e s t e r Gaol i n 1822. He made a t r i u m p h a l 

' P r o g r e s s ' f r o m I l c h e s t e r t o G l a s t o n b u r y , w h e r e he was L o r d 

o f t h e Manor . He was p r e s e n t e d v ; i t h a cup and s a l v e r by 

Somerset R a d i c a l s 

COUNTY ELECTIONS 

A pamphle teer o f 1806 suggests t h a t 

T . B . L e t h b r i d g e became member f o r t he coun ty because he had 

such a s t r o n g ' p h a l a n x o f b r i b e r y and i n t i m i d a t i o n ' a t h i s back . 

He r e g a r d e d the coun ty v o t e as the f o u n d a t i o n o f the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n . A t a l l co s t s the coun ty -rote must be k e p t 

c l e a n . " V e n a l i t y i n a Burgage V o t e r i s base and c r i m i n a l 

enough, b u t i t s d e p r a v i t y does n o t so c o n s e q u e n t i a l l y 

a f f e c t the n o b l e agg rega t e o f our r i g h t s , as a c a r e l e s s 

d i s r e g a r d i n the F r e e h o l d e r o f a County t o the c a p a c i t y 

or m e r i t s o f h i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . " (*2) "We p r o f e s s , " he says , 

"a tempera te d e s i r e t o p e r c e i v e the a t t e n t i o n o f Government 

d i r e c t e d t o a sa fe and t i m e l y improvement o f our 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s y s t e m . " He does n o t say v/hat a l t e r a t i o n s 

he w o u l d have made t o the coun ty v o t e , n o r does he make a 

d i r e c t charge o f c o r r u p t i o n a g a i n s t L e t h b r i d g e - w h i c h he 

c e r t a i n l y w o u l d have done i f he had had any good evidence 

t o s u b s t a n t i a t e such a cha rge . A p p a r e n t l y then the c h i e f 

o b j e c t o f t he pamphle t was to i n t r o d u c e Dickenson as the 

p r o s p e c t i v e Whig c a n d i d a t e f o r the nex t e l e c t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s 

• t he T o r i e s i s s u e d a r e p l y . ( * 3 ) They defended the i n t e g r i t y 

o f L e t h b r i d g e by p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h he had money 

enough t o buy s i x r o t t e n boroughs y e t he p r e f e r r e d to seek 

e l e c t i o n f o r the c o u n t y - sdoxKk a r e p l y w h i c h t a c i t l y 

a d m i t s the c o r r u p t i o n o f the boroughs I A c t u a l l y the boroughs 

were so s teeped i n c o r r u p t i o n t h a t county e l e c t i o n s must 

have appeared s p o t l e s s by compar i son . The v/ors t we hear 

abou t coun ty e l e c t i o n s i s t h a t on o c c a s i o n , one p a r t y was 

capable o f t r i c k s such as h i r i n g a l l a v a i l a b l e means o f 

t r a n s p o r t i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t the o t h e r s i d e f r o m g e t t i n g 

V 3 Letter k ik fuiU<kK (itc^-.^ifi f^'^i'^'ifi ^ 



BOROUGH EMOTIONS 

An amazing s t o r y i s t o l d by the R a d i c a l s o f an 

i n c i d e n t w h i c h o c c i t r r e d a t I l c h e s t e r i n 1802. "The houses i n ' 

t h i s p l a c e .. were purchased by S i r W i l l i a m Manners .. who 

has s i n c e possessed h i m s e l f o f n e a r l y the whole borough. 

A t the g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n of 1802, a g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f the 

v o t e r s were b r i b e d , a t £30 a man, t o vdite a g a i n s t the p r o p r i e t o r . 

T h i s caused the t r i a l and c o n v i c t i o n o f Alexander Davidson Esq. 

and h i s a g e n t s , a t the A s s i z e s f o r the county of Somerset i n 

1804: f o r which t h e y a f t e r w a r d s r e c e i v e d sentence i n the Court 

o f K i ng's Bench, t o s u f f e r one year's imprisonment. 

Tp p r e v e n t a s i m i l a r occurrence a t f u t u r e e l e c t i o n s , S i r 

W i l l i a m Manners caused a l l the houses t o be p u l l e d down, except 

about s i x t y , i n order to l i m i t the number o f v o t e r s ; and e r e c t e d 

a l a r g e workhouse,to accommodate those whose disobedience had 

o f f e n d e d hmml The number o f housesdestcyedim t h i s occasion was 

afei 3a:E about one hundred,and the d i e c t o r s who occupieu them, 

w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s , have m o s t l y r e s i d e d i n the workhouse ever 

s i n c e . The n o m i n a t i o n of the members i s t h e r e b y t r a n s f e r r e d 

f r o m about one hundred and s i x t y householders t o an i n d i v i d u a l . " ( ^ t l 

Even extreme measures l i k e t h i s c o u l d not be e f f e c t i v e 

f o r ever (and i t was p r o b a b l y l e s s d r a s t i i ^ than t h i s R a d i c a l 

source makes o u t ) and a f t e r 1818 Manners d i d not have t h i n g s 

a l l h i s own way i n I l c h e s t e r e l e c t i o n s . ( * 2 ) M o r e o v e r , i f seats 

i n P a r l i a m e n t were re g a r d e d as p r o p e r t y which c o u l d be bought 

and s o l d , t h e r e was some excuse f o r the v o t e r s i f t h e y thought 

t h a t t h e i r v o t e s were s a l e a b l e commodities t o o l The c o n s t a n t 

p e t i t i o n s to P a r l i a m e n t from I l c h e s t e r i n d i c a t e the amount o f 

c o r r u p t i o n w h i c h was g o i n g on a l l the t i m e . 

I n h i s speech i n the g r e a t Reform B i l l debate, Henry 

Hunt h e l d up I l c h e s t e r as a c l a s s i c example o f the f a l l a c y o f 

the argument t h a t the unreformed c o n s t i t u t i o n gave p o l i t i c a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the b e s t elements i n the comm'onitys "Look a t 

the borough of I l c h e s t e r .. and see what classes o f men r e t u r n 

* 1 Hone: R e f o r m i s t s R e g i s t e r I.No.5 Feb.22 1817. 
The m a t t e r was b r o u g h t up i n P a r l i a m e n t and i s r e p o r t e d 
i n "The T i r a e s " A p r i l 3.1819. *2 See A p p e n d i x : I l c h e s t e r E l e c t i o n s 



members t o t h i s house .. I n I l c h e s t e r many o f the v o t e r s are 

of the most degraded and l o w e s t c l a s s , who can n e i t h e r r e a d 

nor w r i t e , and who always take care t o c o n t r a c t debts to the 

amount o f £35 p r e v i o u s t o an e l e c t i o n , because they Jc ov/ t h a t 

those debts w i l l be l i q u i d a t e d f o r them." (*1) 

Tom C l a r k e , a Quaker, of B r i d g w a t e r .gives an i n t e r e s t i n g 

account o f an e l e c t i o n a t Taunton.(*2) 

"Earch 24 1820. T h i s i s the 1 3 t h or 1 4 t h day o f the e l e c t i o n 

f o r the borough. A t the h u s t i n g s w i t h c o u s i n James Stephens 

fr o m about 11 o ' c l o c k i n the morning t i l l a f t e r 7 i n the 

e v e n i n g . I understand t h a t 14 votes o n l y have been p o l l e d 

t o - d a y , i t b e i n g d o u b t f u l whether most o f them, or perhaps the 

whole, possess the r i g h t o f v o t i n g , and the e x a m i n a t i o n o f 

one o n l y sometimes occupied more than an hour. T h i s examination 

has been most amusing. The o f f i c e r s were not so s t r i c t nor the 

b a r r i s t e r s so a u t h o r i t a t i v e as i n a c o u r t o f j u s t i c e , and the 

w i t n e s s e s t o o k f a r g r e a t e r l i b e r t i e s . 

( 2 5 t h ) Again a t the h u s t i n g s from about 12 o'clock 

t o f o u r . Cousin Jas. Stephens w i t h me the l a s t 2 or 3 hours. 

The p o l l c l o s e d soon a f t e r 3, when the number^ v/ere B a r i n g 407, 

Warre 326, Seymour 32. ?or the l a s t hour the h u s t i n g s were 

a scene o f §o much c o n f u s i o n and n o i s e , t h a t I c o u l d not 

a s c e r t a i n the ni^mber t h a t were p o l l e d , nor whom t h e y v o t e d 

f o r , though I was s i t t i n g b u t a few yards from the o f f i c e r s ' 

t a b l e . " ^ 

I t had been agreed t h a t the p o l l should close a t 

3 o ' c l o c k . Up t o about 12 the v o t e r s were examined i n much 

the same way as t h e y were y e s t e r d a y , b u t a f t e r t h a t time t h e i r 

v o t e s were taken w i t h o u t t h e i r b e i n g examined, and i t was 

supposed t h a t n o t one i n f i v e was good. This seemed to be an 

arrangement between the p a r t i e s , when they found t h a t the time 

would n o t a l l o w of the p o l l i n g o f more than a v e r y few i f they 

were examined as the o t h e r s had been, and t h a t t h e r e were many 

on b o t h s i d e s r e a d y t o o f f e r t h e i r vdi-tes. But somehow or other -

i t i s s a i d f r o m the p a r t i a l i t y o f the o f l f i c e r s - a g r e a t e r 

^ l M o l e s w o r t h : H i s t o r y of England 1830-1874 1.81 

*2 IISS D i a r y of Tom C l a r k e ( i n possession o f ?.B,Dilks Esq. * 
o f B r i d g w a t e r ) 



number o f Seymour's v o t e s were p o l l e d than of Carre's. As w e l l 

as I c o u l d a s c e r t a i n t h r o u g h the t u m u l t and c o n f u s i o n , two of 

Seymour's t a l l i e s were p o l l e d i n succession, or a t l e a s t were 

a t t e m p t e d to be p o l l e d , t o the e x c l u s i o n of one of Warre's, and 

some v o t e s were taken f o r Seymour a f t e r 3 o'cl<i'ck. A f t e r the 

numbers v/ere d e c l a r e d Seymour demanded a s c r u t i n y , and each o f 

the c a n d i d a t e s made a s h o r t speech. I was almost close t o B a r i n g 

and Seymour. The s u c c e s s f u l candidates were then c h a i r e d . " 

' T a l l i e s ' were batches o f t e n v o t e r s who were sent 

f r o m the Committee rooms t o the h u s t i n g s . 

The d e f i n i t i o n o f a 'Potwalloper' a t Taunton had 
been f i x e d i n the e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t o msan any r e s i d e n t 

householder not i n r e c e i p t of poor r e l i e f . A l s o the boundary 

of the borough was c o n f i n e d t o one o n l y o f the t h r e e p a r i s h e s 

i n Taunton. l\Fo r e g i s t e r o f v o t e r s was k e p t so t h e r e was ample 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r unscrupulous agents to b r i n g i n s t r a n g e r s or 

t o m a i n t a i n a few paupers f o r a few weeks b e f o r e an e l e c t i o n . 

Here a r e some i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t s from the evidence 

b e f o r e a Committee of the House of Commons which examined an 

e l e c t i o n d i s p u t e f r o m Taunton i n 1831 ( * 1 ) ! 
G.Porter was t o l d t o show "how Upham h e l d h^s hands." 

"Cure .. said,'What do you mean by t h a t : i s t h a t 5 s h i l l i n g s 

a p i ece?' - 'IFe,' he s a i d , ' f i v e pounds apiece.' {*2) But 

a p p a r e n t l y P o r t e r and Cure o n l y r e c e i v e d h a l f - a - c r o w n between 

theml W i l l i a m Adams (stone mason) f a r e d no b e t t e r a l t h o u g h 

L e i g h gave him a s h i l l i n g w i t h the remark t h a t " i f I wanted 

5 or 10 pounds or more, I should have i t . " 

One T u r l e c a l l e d on Coppinger (a s i l k dyer) who l i v e d 

i n a house w o r t h £20 a year, t o d i s t r a i n h i s goods f o r r e n t 

owing t o the amount o f £6/2/6. When Coppinger p r o t e s t e d a t 

h a v i n g h i s goods s e i z e d , T u r l e t o l d him to see L e i g h or Upham. 

Coppinger came back w i t h the r e n t i n l e s s than two hours' t i m e . 

I n f a c t he b r o u g h t £6/8/- ( " I charged him 5/6 f o r our expences.") 
(*3) 

The same w i t n e s s a l l e g e d t h a t d u r i n g the f i r s t canvas i t was 
oiiRtnmaT-v f o r p o l i t i c a l agents i n Taunton t o ^ i y e a t a l l y 
* i ' i ' r i a l o f the Taunton Klectibn P e t i t i o n (1551) ' ^—- . 
*2 I b i d . p.133 *3 I b i d . p.115 



t i c k e t f o r 8 q u a r t s o f beer f o r 'Plumpers.' (*1) 
James Woolien ( b r i c k l a y e r ) s a i d t h a t another agent, 

Cox, had o f f e r e d him a j o b i n the p o l i c e I 

Samuel J e f f r e y , l a n d l o r d o f the 'London I n n , ' s a i d 

t h a t he had r e c e i v e d £18/1/2 and another £50 from the agents, 

who s t i l l owed him £920/5/11. I s a a c Nether c r o f t ( o f the 'Royal 

Oak') s a i d t h a t the agents s t i l l owed him £56. B o t h men a s s e r t e d 

t h a t t h e y had been warned - a f t e r the a r r i v a l of the ':7rit f o r 

the i n q u i r y - t h a t no f u r t h e r money would be p a i d . N e t h e r c r o f t 

gave d e t a i l s o f the enormous amount of beer, a l e , punch, and 

g r o g w h i c h had been consumed d u r i n g the e l e c t i o n . His i n s t r u c t i o n s 

were - "not t o exceed 15/- per man." Robert Green ( o f the 'Half 

Moon') a l s o produced a b i l l f o r £129/1/4. 

A p p a r e n t l y 'Captains of T a l l i e s ' l i k e Joseph ?7arre 

( p l a s t e r e r ) gave £10 d i n n e r s d u r i n g the e l e c t i o n . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o l e a r n how much the agents got 

f o r ' o r g a n i s i n g ' the e l e c t i o n . L e i g h r e c e i v e d £300 and the o t h e r s 

were p a i d £150 each. 

I t i s obvious from the a r t i - c l e i n the V i c t o r i a County 

H i s t o r y t h a t t h i n g s v/ere j u s t as bad i n a l l the o t h e r Somerset 

boroughs. L a t e r i n t h i s t h e s i s (see 'Box C l u b s ' ) , I hiave 

shown how one o f the 'Seven T r a d i n g Companies' of the C i t y o f yell; 

was under the patronage of J.P.Tudway Esq. v̂ ho c o u l d r e c r u i t 

h i s p a r t y t l i r o u g h t h i s medium.^ 

The RefoEm B i l l p u t an end t o b r i b e r y a t I l c h e s t e r , 

M i n e h e a d ^ l i i l b o r n e P o r t .-̂..-iw 7W"!.±B. by p u t t i n g an end to t h e i r 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , b u t i t d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y 'clean up' the 

r e m a i n i n g boroughs. I n f a c t t h i n g s became such a scandal a t 

B r i d g w a t e r i n l a t e r years t h a t the borough was d i s f r a n c h i s e d . 

* 1 I b i d . p.117 See a l s o pp.240,170,& 129 
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LAW AND ADMINISTRATION OE JUSTICE 

'The law i s an ass' - Dogbei^. 

I n t h e days when .TJngland was i n s u f f i c i e n t l y p o l i c e d the 

law was v e r y severe. T h i s meant t h a t o r d i n a r y cases of t h e f t and 

r e c e i v i n g were n o t w i t h i n the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f l o c a l m a g i s t r a t e s 

and we hear a t B a t h i n 1801 t h a t "the g r e a t d i s t a n c e o f the 

pl a c e s where the A s s i z e s .. were held,occasioned a heavy expense 

t o t h e i n j u r e d p a r t i e s ; and consequently p r o s e c u t i o n s were o f t e n 

g i v e n up and t h i e v e s l e t loose on the t s j o a p u b l i c , t o commit 

f r e s h ravages a t t h e i r 1««sure."(*1) Even when cases were taken 

to the A s s i z e s d e c i s i o n s were l i t t l e b e t t e r than a l o t t e r y . 

A t Taunton i n 1809 eleven persons were condemened t o 

de a t h - one f o r c u t t i n g and maiming, t h r e e f o r highway r o b b e r y , 

t h r e e f o r sheep s t e a l i n g , and f o u r f o r b u r g l a r y . A l l these 

c r i m i n a l s were r e p r i e v e d " b e f o r e the judges l e f t the tov/n."(*2) 

Yet a t t h e same A s s i z e s seven years t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was the 

sentence f o r c h i l d s t e a l i n g , house-breaking,and f o r s t e a l i n g 

a p i g . 

Death was the p e n a l t y f o r w e l l over tv/o hundred of fences .'̂'̂'̂'̂  

Ti;).ese e x cessive p e n a l t i e s l e f t an a r b i t r a r y margin v;hich v/as 

much t o o wide. Then o f f e n d e r s were caught, they v/ere d e a l t v i t h 

e i t h e r t oo s t r i c t l y or too l e n i e n t l y . Kanslaug^^ter which f e l l 

l i t t l e s h o r t o f murder might be punished w i t h twelve months 

imprisonment (*3) i n one c o u r t and the same p e n a l t y m i g l i t OE 

g i v e n f o r s t e a l i n g a cheese elsewhere.(•'<-4) At Taunton, one Qian 

s t o l e "a bag,a f i r k i n , a n d a whip" and was sentenced t o twelve 

months imprisonment, w h i l s t another who s t o l e "a bag, a r o p e , 

and a c l o t h " g o t s i x months,(both were f i n e d one s h i l l i n g t o o T ) , 

w h i l s t a woman v;ho s t o l e a pound of b u t t e r v/as sentenced t o 

s i x months imprisonment and a w h i p p i n g . ( * 5 ) 

Betv/een 1809 and 1821 t w e n t y - e i g h t persons v/ere 

* 1 Mainwaring:Annals o f B a t h (1800-1835) 
*2 Taunton C o u r i e r No.33 (1809) ^3 Taunton C o u r i e r No.27(1809) 

Two post boys i n Essex k i l l e d two people t l i r o u g h f u r i o u s 
d r i v i n g . \i. S>&Coxe M'S ilefoiiui mi^^i 

*4 Taunton C o u r i e r No.108 (1810) *5 I b i d . 
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executed i n Somerset - an average of 2.3 per annum. 
T h i s i s an a n a l y s i s o f the c r i m e s : ( * 1 ) 

Crime No.of executions 

Murder; 5 

S t e a l i n g s 
" S t e a l i n g l e t t e r s from the B a t h 
p o s t o f f i c e " 1 

" S t e a l i n g from a d w e l l i n g house: 
above the v a l u e of 40/-" ..... 3 
Sheep s t e a l i n g 4 

Highway Robbery 3 

B u r g l a r y ..... 5 

16 

Arson: 1 

A s s a u l t v n t h i n t e n t t o murder and r o b : 1 

F o r g e r y : 3 

Sex Crimes: 2 
T o t a l 28 

Only f i v e o f these t w e n t y - e i g h t c r i m i n a l s had 

committed murder. I n o t h e r words, l e s s than 18% would have 

been executed to-day. The average age of these c r i m i n a l s v;as 

under 38 y e a r s . Samuel G e r r i s h , executed f o r r o b b e r y , and 

James Gardner, executed f o r a sex crime, were b o t h boys o f 

e i g h t e e n . 

E x e c u t i o n s were i n p u b l i c . "This day t h e n , a t 

I l c h e s t e r , i s c a l l e d 'Hang-Pair Day.' The people assemble. 
feKe 

from -fe s u r r o u n d i n g p a r i s h e s and I myself have w i t n e s s e d , 

on r e t u r n i n g from the place of e x e c u t i o n , numbers of them 

dancing i n the ale-houses of the tov.'n."(*2) 

I n 1808, the Governor of the Gaol t h e r e stopped the 

p r a c t i c e o f sending p r i s o n e r s t o e x e c u t i o n a t a cross-roads 

o u t s i d e I l c h e s t e r because the condemned man had to r i d e 

t h r o u g h j e e r i n g crowds v/ho took a s a d i s t i c d e l i g h t i n the 

p r o c e e d i n g s . E x e c u t i o n s were then c a r r i e d out over the 

entrance lodge a t the p r i s o n . 
* I R eport on I l c h e s t e r Gaol(1822):Appendix p.35 
*2 B r i d l e : N a r r a t i v e o f I l c h e s t e r Gaol (1822) 



I n s t e a d o f p r o v o k i n g f e a r or dread, eKecutions 

p r o v i d e d h o l i d a y s . One man accosted the Governor i n the s t r e e t 

w i t h these words: "So I l r . B r i d l e , t h e r e are none of the 

p r i s o n e r s to be hung then. By G- i t i s a shame o f the judges 

to r e p r i e v e them a l l : f o r d- me i f I l c h e s t e r i s w o r t h l i v i n g 

i n , w i t h o u t t h e r e are H a n g - f a i r s and good e l e c t i o n s . " The 

p r i s o n e r s knew t l i a t these were f e e l i n g s common to I l c h e s t e r 

- " A l l I l c h e s t e r i s Gaol, say p r i s o n e r s t h e r e . " 

P r i s o n e r s who r e f u s e d t o p l e a d were s t i l l s u b j e c t e d t o 

peine f o r t e e t dure. Een s t i l l screamed under tbg t o r t u r e of 

the c o r d . I n the 'Press Yard' a t Newgate confessions were 

l i t e r a l l y 'pressed' out of men by heavy w e i g h t s p i l e d on olanks. 

'Hulks' were a by-word f o r a l l t h a t was degraded and c r u e l . 

C o n d i t i o n s on the c o n v i c t ships which a c t u a l l y made the voyage 

to the p e n a l s e t t l e m e n t s were no b e t t e r . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f t e n 

meant a hideous death i n the a n t i p o d e s . Even o r d i n a r y 

imprisonment i n England was e x c e p t i o n a l l y v i l e and was 

accompanied by a g r e a t d e a l o f i l l e g a l f e t t e r i n g , c h a i n i n g , 

and t o r t u r e . The P i l l o r y , v ^ i t h i t s f r i g h t f u l m u t i l a t i o n s , was 

i n use u n t i l 1837. ^.'hippings and f l o g g i n g s were cormon. I n 1822 

John P u r n e l l , a s o l d i e r , d i e d a t H u l l a f t e r r e c e i v i n g 300 

s t r o k e s of the l a s h . Even the v i l l a g e stocks were not y e t a 

p i c t u r e s q u e reminder of "the good o l d days." 

N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e r e were s i g n s of a change f o r the 

b e t t e r d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . I n 1820 the r e m a i n i n g medieval 

b a r b a r i t i e s w h i c h had a t t e n d e d e x e c u t i o n s f o r t r e a s o n were 

dropped. Over a hundred death sentences were removed when 

Peel was i n o f f i c e and a more humane a t t i t u d e was adopted 

towards p r i s o n e r s . The use of agents p r o v o c a t e u r s was stopped 

a l t h o u g h the ' i n f o r m e r ' remained. T h i s unpleasant type of 

rogue c o u l d earn 'blood-money' by i n d u c i n g o t h e r s to break 

the law. 

A p o l i c e o f f i c e r v/ho came from London t o Y e o v i l 

t o c a t c h two housebreakers i n 1817 complained t h a t the 

i n f o r m e r was p a i d £80, of which he h i m s e l f o n l y r e c e i v e d £17. 

" I v e r y seldom found," he says,"where an a t t o r n e y was engaged 



t h a t a c o n s t a b l e c o u l d get more than h i s expenses, and h a r d l y 
t h a t . " ( - H - l ) 

' Orator' Hunt was sent t o serve h i s sentence a f t e r 

' P e t e r l o o ' a t I l c h e s t e r . Probably t h i s was i n t e n d e d as a 

w a r n i n g t o R a d i c a l s i n Somerset. Another Reformer,Hone, who 

ha.iled from Somerset had been imprisoned i n London i n 1817 

a t t he time when Habeas Corpus was suspended. A f t e r 1820 t h e r e 

were no f u r t h e r ' p o l i t i c a l ' c o n v i e t i o n s a l t h o u g h the iaw o f 

l i b e l Yias n o t r e l a x e d . 

Whe c h i e f c r i t i c i s m o f the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f j u s t i c e 

b e f o r e the r e f o r m o f c r i m i n a l iaw, was t h a t i t s s e v e r i t y d i d 

n o t check the g r o w t h o f crime. Lack o f p o l i c e was a scandal. 

Not t h a t p o l i c e can 'cure' the e v i l . As l o n g as wages were low, 

f o o d Kacz; dear, houses JCEXK overcrowded, and as l o n g as t h e r e 

was no a t t e g i f i t t o educate the masses, crime was bound to 

i n c r e a s e . 

The f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s (Average Annual Expendit'ore) show 

the r i s i n g c o s t o f crime t o the r a t e p a y e r s of Somerset: (•i^2) 
1804-1811 1811-1818 

-I t 

1. Conveyance o f Prisoners.- 252 566 

2. Keepers o f P r i s o n s : 2,454 5,217 

3. P r i s o n R e p a i r s : 981 £,808 

4. P r i s o n M e d i c a l Attendance: 130 193 

5. P r i s o n C h a p l a i n s : 51 72 

6. V a g r a n t s ( A p p r e h e n s i o n and P a s s i n g ^ f ) : 159 462 

7. P r o s e c u t i o n o f F e l o n s : 535 1,980 

The i n c l u s i o n of 'vagrants' i n the l i s t shows the 

o f f i c i a l a t t i t u d e tovi^ards the Poor'. The amount spent on the 

conveyance o f p r i s o n e r s had i n c r e a s e d by 12b% from 1804 t p 1818, 

and i t stood a t £566 i n 1818 as a g a i n s t £161 i n 1789. The cost 

o f p r o s e c u t i n g f e l o n s h^d i n c r e a s e d by 270^^ from 1804 to 1818 

i n w h i c h year i t s t o o d a t £1980 as a g a i n s t £177 i n 1789. From 

1801 ( 273,577) t o 1821 (354,972) the p o p u l a t i o n of the co'unty 

had increased_by_29^_^ 
*1 Hone .-Reformists R e g i s t e r I.No.13 
*2 Report on I l c h e s t e r Gaol (1822) Appendix p.19 



F i n a l l y , the Game Laws were a g r i e v a n c e , a l t h o u g h , 

i f t h e s i l e n c e o f the l o c a l press i s any±k±Kg i n d i c a t i o n 

( I mean i n the r e p o r t s of A s s i z e s ) , not on such a l a r g e scale 

as one would e x p e c t . Cobbett has one i n t e r e s t i n g comment which 

seems t o be p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i e d : ( * 1 ) 

" I asked who m s the judge a t the Somerset Assizes 

the o t h e r day, A correspondent t e l l s me t h a t i t was Judge 

Bur r o u g h . I am w e l l aware t h a t , as t h i s correspondent observes, 

'Gamekeepers ought not t o be shot a t . ' This i s not the p o i n t . 

I t i s n ot a gamekeeper i n the u s u a l sense o f t h a t word? i t i s 

a man s e i z i n g another v.dthout a w a r r a n t . That i s wha,t i t i s ; 

and t h i s , and b i d E l l e n b o r o u g h ' s A c t , are n_ej:_things i n England, 

and t h i n g s o f w h i c h the laws o f England,'the b i r t h r i g h t o f 

Englishmen,' knew n o t h i n g . Yet farmer Yoke ought n o t t o Iriave shot 

a t the gamekeeper,or s e i z e r w i t h o u t a w a r r a n t : he ought not 

t o have shot a t him; and he would n o t , had i t not been f o r the 

law t h a t p u t him i n danger of b e i n g t r a n s p o r t e d on the 

evidence o f t h i s man. So t h a t i t i s , c l e a r l y , the t e r r i b l e law 

t h a t , i n these cases, produces the v i o l e n c e . " 

(•x-1) C o b b e t t : R u r a l Rides 1.217 (1823) 
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John Hov/ard t e l l s us t h a t the g a o l was too s m a l l i n 

1774 a l t h o u g h C o l l i n s o n i n 1791 makes out t h a t i t was " b u i l t 

upon t h e modern improved p l a n . " 

Edward Scadding, the g a o l e r , was p a i d £25 a year and 

made a good d e a l more by c h a r g i n g 'fees.' He was a "swearing 

v u l g a r man" (-x-1) whose w i f e used t o l i c k her k n i f e a f t e r e a t i n g 

f r i e d n o n i o n s I A p p a r e n t l y the Surgeon ( S a l a r y £8 a year-*2) was 

a l s o an 'Apothecary, Coal Dealer,and B r i c k and T i l e Taker' 

t o o : (*3) 

I n 1808 the new g a o l e r , B r i d l e , f o u n d t h a t t h e r e was 

no r e a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and the " p r i s o n was e i t h e r a scene o f 

drunlcen f r e n z y or gambling a s s o c i a t i o n . .. The ve r y Cliapel .. 

became a house o f p r o f l i g a c y . " (*4) There was no form of 

employment, no l a u n d r y (one a i d woman d i d a l l the w a s h i n g i ) , 
and o n l y one pump. 

He s e t the p r i s o n e r s t o work a t new b u i l d i n g s and made 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n p o s s i b l e . I n c i d e n t a l l y he r a i s e d the c a p a c i t y 

of the g a o l f r o m 80 t o 2661 He a l s o d i s t r i b u t e d B i b l e s and 

i n t r o d u c e d weaving. I n 1817 t h e r e v/as a bad outbreak o f typhus 

b u t h i s p r e c a u t i o n s were so e f f e c t i v e t h a t o n l y two deaths 

o c c u r r e d . 

I n 1818 Thomas P o w e l l Buxton v i s i t e d the g a o i and was 

v e r y f a v o u r a b l y impressed. He commended the c l o t h manufacture 

and the l a u n d r y . He a l s o says t h a t the boys were " a l l taught 

to r e a d and w r i t e " ( ^ 5 ) which cannot be t r u e . 

The a u t h o r o f a s h o r t pamphlet i n 1821 (*6) had been 

shown over the p r i s o n and he found i t c l e a n , d r y , and w e l l 

v e n t i l a t e d , i n f a c t i t had " a l t o g e t h e r a co m f o r t a b l e appearance 11' 

* 1 Somerset <?r Dorset Notes & Q,ueries X V I I I p.7-8 e t c . 
*2 John Howard:State of the P r i s o n s 1774 
*3 Som.̂ - Dorset N.&.Q. X V I I I p.79 
•>t4 B r i d l e : N a r r a t i v e o f I l c h e s t e r Gaol(1822) Ch.l (pages not 
*5 T.P.Buxton:An I n q u i r y whether Crime and M i s e r y are^Protuced 

or Prevented by our Present System o f P r i s o n D i s c i p l i n e . 
*6 V i s i t s t o a P r i s o n (1821) by a ' F r i e n d ' t o 'T.P.B.Esq.Bath" 

See p.9 
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A much more i m p o r t a n t pamphlet appeared i n 1821 from 
the pen o f one o f the p r i s o n e r s t h e r e : Henry Hunt, the 'Orator.' ( * l ) 

I n t w e n t y - f o u r e x c i t i n g pages he g i v e s us a v i v i d d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f • I l c h e s t e r B a s t i l l e . ' The whole plac e was d r i p p i n g w i t h damp 

and vras l i a b l e t o be f l o o d e d by water from the r i v e r which 

f l o w e d a l o n g s i d e . The w a l l s were so h i g h t h a t v e n t i l a t i o n was 

i m p o s s i b l e and the sun was u s u a l l y i n v i s i b l e . The ramshackle 

b u i l d i n g s were u n h e a l t h i l y overcrowded. The w e l l s were f o u l , 

b e i n g contaminated b o t h by the r i v e r and by the sewers. There 

was no s i c k - w a r d . Men i n i r o n s were br o u g h t round the communion 

t a b l e . There was no e d u c a t i o n f o r j u v e n i l e s . The C l o t h Factory 
was s i m p l y a means f o r i n c r e a s i n g the g a o l e r ' s s a l a r y . Eost of 

the c l o t h e s washed i n the Laundry were those of the o f f i c i a l s . 
D ebtors had t o h i r e beds, which d i d not c o s t more than 50/- each, 
f o r 2/6 a week. They were l o c k e d up from 5 p.m. u n t i l 8 a.m. 

and "a n i g h t - s t o o l i s p l a c e d a t one end o f the room, where 

s i x t e e n or t w e n t y persons are accommodated." They were never 

a l l o w e d any p r i v a c y , and the g a o l e r grew cabbages i n the y a r d 

where t h e y were a l l o w e d t o e x e r c i s e . There were t h r e e female 

d e b t o r s . One l i v e d i n a damp c e l l , a t t e n d e d by male o f f i c i a l s , 

and the o t h e r two were throv/n amongst "the s t r e e t - w a l k e r s and 

s h o p - l i f t e r s o f B a t h . " The o n l y pretence a t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

was t o separate men and woman - y e t two women had r e c e n t l y 

become pregnant i n the g a o l . 

Hunt then proceeds to make charges a g a i n s t the g a o l e r . 

T h i s i s what happened a t e l e c t i o n t i m e s : "Ambrose G i l l e t steps 

f o r w a r d as f l a g - b e a r e r , w i t h c o l o u r s f l y i n g ; George Snooke, 

the l e a d e r o f a f u l l band o f music, s t r i kes up ' S i r David 

Hunter B l a i r ; ' and the g a o l e r , on l i g h t f a n t a s t i c t o e , leads 

o f f w i t h the amiable Miss Susan Masters, a n o t o r i o u s l a d y of 

I l c h e s t e r . " 

He c r i t i c i s e s the way i n which the p r i s o n books were 

k e p t and accuses him o f n o t t a k i n g steps t o promote c l e a n l i n e s s 

among the p r i s o n e r s . He complains t h a t the p r i s o n r u l e s were 

n o t on view. , . 
H i s most s e r i o u s charges w e r e ^ c r u e l punishments, amounting 

t o t o r t u r e , had been i n f l i c t e d on two p r i s o n e r s : Gardner and H e l l i e r . 
* 1 Henry Hunt: A Peep i n t o a P r i s o n (1821) 



^^Tiennthis bombshell exploded t h i n g s began t o happen 

q u i c k l y . I t was obvious t h a t what Hunt s a i d was t r u e . H i s 

f r i e n d s i n Pa r l i a m f i H t ?/orried the Government i n t o a p p o i n t i n g 

a R o y a l Commission o f i n q u i r y , i n s p i t e o f the e f f o r t s o f the 

members f o r Somerset t o d e r i d e the whole a f f a i r . Meanwhile the 

g a o l e r went t o the m a g i s t r a t e s and demanded an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

He g o t i t . W i t h o u t v / a i t i n g f o r the Commission, they rushed 

i n t o an i n q u i r y and decided t h a t he was not 'a f i t and proper 

person' t o keep a g a o l . N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e y l e f t him i n charge 

u n t i l the p u b l i c a t i o n o f the Report and a t the sessions o f the 

Commission, most o f them expressed confidence i n himi 

The R e p ort o f the Royal Commission (1822) r u n s i n t o 

hundreds o f pages. They Commissioners endorsed e v e r y t h i n g t h a t 

Hunt had s a i d about the g a o l . Then th e y proceeded t o condemn 

the g a o l e r , c o n c l u d i n g t h a t "a sjastem o f i r r i t a t i o n r a t h e r 

t h a n o f steady a u t h o r i t y and c o n c i l i a t o r y government, appears 

t o have e x i s t e d . " ( * 1 ) They condemsned h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n and 

p o i n t e d out t h a t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n had beens s a c r i f i c e d i n order 

to s t a f f the workshops. They condemned the p r a c t i c e o f a l l o w i n g 

boys to be thrown too much i n t o the company of men of the 

w o r s t p o s s i b l e c h a r a c t e r . They found t l i a t he was g u i l t y o f 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g 'excessive punishments' ( i . e . i l l e g a l t o r t u r e ) 

i n t h r e e cases. 

The f i r s t of these d i s g u s t i n g occurences was the 

punishment of James H i l l i e r . For nine days he was kept i n 

s o l i t a r y confinement w i t h v . T i s t s and a n k l e s t i g h t l y f e t t e r e d 

and a c h a i n between the iAsc two, b a r e l y l o n g enough to a l l o v ; 

him t o stand u p r i g h t . A l t h o u g h B r i d l e claimed t h a t t h i s had 

been s a n c t i o n e d by the m a g i s t r a t e s , he had not c a l l e d t h e i r 

a t t e n t i o n t o the unusual mode of i r o n i n g . The r i n g s of the 

h a n d - b o l t s were so s m a l l t h a t the p r i s o n e r ' s w r i s t s were 

i n a t e r r i b l e s t a t e . 
The second case was mentioned i n the p r i s o n books 

by the doctor I : 

"1820 Nov. 21 A b l i s t e r t o the head of James Gardiner. 
J.Woodeforde M.D." (->̂ 22 

* 1 Report on I l c h e s t e r Gaol p . l 4 ; * 2 I b i d . A p p e n d i x p . 4 i 
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G a r d i n e r ' s head was shaved b e f o r e the ' b l i s t e r ' was a p p l i e d . 

H i s cap was t h e n t u r n e d i n s i d e out and p u l l e d on hard i n order 

to keep the p l a s t e r i n p o s i t i o n . A l t h o u g h h i s .hands must have 

been t i e d he managed to rub h i s head a g a i n s t the w a l l and _so 

removed the p l a s t e r . Next day he was p l a c e d i n a s t r a i t - j a c k e t 

i n such a way t h a t he c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y remove the p l a s t e r . 

B r i d l e ' s cunning, a f t e r i n f l i c t i n g t h i s p a i n i n such a b e a s t l y 

manner, i n g e t t i n g the d o c t o r ' s s i g n a t u r e , i s s i g n i f i c a n t . 

The Commissioners expressed t h e i r "astonishment t h a t any 

m e d i c a l man should have l e n t h i m s e l f to such a purpose." 

The t h i r d case was t h a t of Mary Cuer, She v:as l o c k e d 

i n s o l i t a r y confinement f o r f o u r days d u r i n g a week o f hard 

f r o s t . For two days t h e r e v/as no f i r e . She was g i v e n one l o a f 

o f b r e a d and a bucket of c o l d water. She was not even g i v e n 

a cup. She was s u c k l i n g a c h i l d , and her m i l k stopped ov;ing 

to her p r i v a t i o n . Yet n o t h i n g was done t o feed the i n f a n t . 

She was n o t a l l o w e d to use i t s 'maintenance money' and she was 

n o t even a b l e t o warm bread and water f o r i t . 

B ox-stocks (a k i n d of box w i t h h oles i n the l i d ) 

were used t o p u n i s h boys. One boy of t h i r t e e n , John Wheeler, 

was l e f t s t a n d i n g i n these t h i n g s every day f o r a week between 

the hours of 8 a.m. noon, and from 2p.m. t i l l 6 p.m. 

He was not allov/ed a s e a t . 

I n the case o f Gardiner, Br i d l e s a i d , " I acknowledge 

t h a t I exceeded my a u t h o r i t y , " ,."The u n f o r t u n a t e punishment 

was suggested t o my mind by the imp r e s s i o n t h a t Gardiner had 

f e i g n e d i A i e s s t o a v o i d w o r k i n g . " .. " I have s u f f e r e d a 

thousand times more i n mind than Gardiner d i d i n person." 

A f t e r w a r d s he was prosecuted a t the Assizes and T„'as l u c k y to 

g e t o f f w i t h a heavy f i n e . He v/as o n l y c o n v i c t e d on t h i s one 

count. 
B r i d l e Y;as an unpleasant man. Before coming to 

I l c h e s t e r , he had been i n the ' R e t r i b u t i o n , ' a h u l k a t 

Woolwich. He was one o f the hard o l d s c h o o l . The law h e l d 

human l i f e cheap, and so d i d B r i d l e , b u t since i t \?as not 

B r i d l e ' s j o b t o make m a t t e r s worse, h i s d i s m i s s a l was j u s t . 
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Hunt e s t i m a t e d t h a t B r i d l e had been making £1,500 a year out 

of the g a o l . T h i s i s g r e a t l y exaggerated. His o f f i c i a l s a l a r y 

was £400 and i n 1816 he drew £127 from p r i s o n l a b o u r . He a l s o 

had h i s house f r e e and p r o b a b l y managed t o p i c k up a few 

'unconsidered t r i f l e s . ' He was c e r t a i n l y a w e l l p a i d man. 

Slackness i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was n o t a l t o g e t h e r h i s f a u l t . 

T r a v e l l i n g w i t h p r i s o n e r s k e p t him away from the g a o l f o r 

one hundred and eleven days o f the year i n 1820. A t the best 

of t i m e s t h e r e were o n l y e i g h t or nine persons i n charge of 

over two hundred and f i f t j ^ p r i s o n e r s . 

New Rules f o r the Gaol i n 1821 forbade the gaoler 

to have a n y t h i n g beyond h i s f i x e d s a l a r y . He was t o i n s p e c t 

a l l c e l l s d a i l y and t o see each p r i s o n e r twice.On no account 

must the Taskmaster be absent from the g a o l a t the same time 

as the Governor, f u r t h e r Rules f o l l o v / e d the P r i s o n A c t o f 1825. 

Much f u l l e r p a r t i c u l a r s of p r i s o n e r s were to be e n t e r e d i n the 

books and a v e r y s t r i c t watch was t o be k e p t i n order t o p r e v e n t 

the smuggling o f l i q u o r i n t o the g a o l . D i v i n e s e r v i c e was to 

be h e l d every morning. 

A g r e a t d e a l o f money was spent on 'improvements' 

to I l c h e s t e r Gao2i, b u t i n 1843 the m a g i s t r a t e s i n Q,uarter 

Sessions decided t o close the g a o l and t o send the p r i s o n e r s 

t o W i l l i t o n . I t was l e f t d e r e l i c t u n t i l 1847 when i t v;as o f f e r e d 

f o r s a l e i n the 'Taunton C o u r i e r . ' ( ^ l ) The e n t i r e proceeds 

of t h i s s a l e amounted t o £1,650 and the n e i g h b o u r i n g p r o p r i e t o r 

p a i d £75 f o r the boundary w a l l . 

* 1 A p r i l 2 1 , 28, and May 5 (1847) 



AGRICULTURE_ //^ 
A g r i c u l t u r e b e f o r e 1800 

There are two good a u t h o r i t i e s on the a g r i c u l t u r e of Somerset a t 

the end o f the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y : B i l l i n g s l e y and M a r s h a l l . The former 
the 

is^more s a t i s f a c t o r y . He had l i v e d i n the county f o r many years and h i s 

survey i s e x h a u s t i v e . H i s r e p u t e as a p r a c t i c a l a g r i c u l t u r i s t was wide. 

On the o t h e r hand M a r s h a l l vn^ites as a t r a v e l l e r . The g r e a t e r and more 

t h o r o u g h p a r t o f h i s work deals w i t h C o r n w a l l and Devon, he had ali e a a ; i 

made a name f o r h i m s e l f as an a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p e r t by h i s m - i t i n g s on 

N o r f o l k , Y o r k s h i r e , G l o u c e s t e r j a n d the Midlands. H i s experience i n these 

r e s e a r c h e s enabled him t o make v a l u a b l e comparisons between the raethods 

of the West and those of other a r e a s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s 

t e n d t o be c u r s o r y , s i n c e t h e y a r e j o t t i n g s and notes which he took 

d u r i n g two j o u r n e y s i n Somerset i n 1791 and i n 1794. These notes are a 

r e f r e s h i n g i n t r o d u c t i o n t o B i l l i n g s l e y ' s "General Viev:." (*2) 

J I a r s h a l l t r e a t s Somerset as an o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t o f the West, 

whereas B i l l i n g s l e y assesses the county as a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d u n t t . The 

backward d i s t r i c t o f Devon and C o r n w a l l i s f o r M a r s h a l l the- r e a l 'West' 

and he t r a c e s t h e i r methods across the b o r d e r s i n t o Somerset. He 

j u s t i f i e s the t r e a t m e n t o f the West as a separate area by e l u c i d a t i n g 

the p o i n t s o f d i v e r g e n c e between c o n d i t i o n s o f the West and those o f 

England i n general.Three main f a c t o r s form the b a s i s of t h i s comparison: 

f i r s t , the p r e v a l e n c e o f the l i f e - l e a s e h o l d t e n u r e ; second, the h i g h 

p r o p o r t i o n o f s m a l l f a r m s ; t h i r d , the p r a c t i c e of c u l t i v a t i n g 

^commonable l a n d s . Three f u r t h e r f a c t o r s which h e l p t o d i s t i n g u i s h 

the Western a r e a a r e : c e r t a i n breeds of c a t t l e p e c u l i a r t o the West; 

The prev a l e n c e of mountain sheep; and the e x i s t e n c e of a l a r g e nuiaber 

of arclriards. 

Less i m p o r t a n t b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s a r e : 

the e x t r a o r d i n a r y f e n c e s ; the e x c e p t i o n a l h e i g h t of e a r t h e r n w a l l s ; 

implements and t o o l s p e c u l i a r to the "".'pst ( e . g . the p o i n t e d shovel of 

Devon and the l o n g curved narrow blade of the Somerset spade); the 

t r e a t m e n t o f c o p p i c e s ; c a r r i a g e on horseback; the p r a c t i c e of p u t t i n g 

o u t the c h i l d r e n o f paupers as a p p r e n t i c e s to f a r m e r s ; the l a c k of 

f i x e d times and p l a c e s f o r h i r i n g farm s e r v a n t s ; the b u r n i n g of the beet 

f o r wheat and t w n i p s ; the method o f us i n g l i m e ;' the _VArrish LTow' or 

•>«-l:Marshall:Rural Oeconomy of the Western Counties(pages not numbered) 

* 2 : B i l l i n f f s l e y : G e n e r a l View o f the A g r i c u l t u r e of Somerset (1797 
T. I »̂ Revised E d i t i o n 



s t a c k i n g ^ c o r n i n square pyramids. 

He makes an i n t e r e s t i n g d i v i s i c n o f the county i i t o two 

p a r t s b a l a n c e d a t Glastonbury.To the West l a y the a r a b l e l a n d s , 

and t o the east l a y the d a i r y l a n d s . He g i v e s no d e t a i l s to 

i n d i c a t e what p r o p o r t i o n of each type of f a r m i n g e x i s t e d . 

From Somerton t o Shepton M a l l e t "the whole (vras) i n a 

s t a t e o f grass ;no a r a b l e l a n d (was) seen from the r o a d . " He c a l l s 

t h i s "a v e r y c o l d p l o t o f country;weak and l a n g u i d even a t t h i s 

season o f the year ( i . e . near Michaelmas) adapted t o the cheese 

d a i r y and the r e a r i n g o f c a t t l e . " 

" V i l l a g e and farm b u i l d i n g s are w h o l l y o f stone,covered 

w i t h t h a t c h , t i l e s , o r a heavy k i n d of s l a t e . " He " l e f t the mud 

w a l l i n the Vale of Taunton: and met the h a l f - t i m b e r b u i l d i n g 

and weather b o a r d i n g i n the Vale o f '-i-'rowbridge." 

He n o t i c e d t h a t as he e n t e r e d Somerset the oak and elm 

hedgerows of Devon g r a d u a l l y changed t o hawthorn. Somewhere near 

L a n g p o r t he exclaimed:"Act of P a r l i a m e n t hedges a g a i n s t the road 

- the f i r s t f r o m the Landsend." ^ 

He says n o t h i n g about the s t a t e o f the roads b u t he 

complained about p r i c e s near Shepton M a l l e t : " A shameful r o a d t o l l : 

and t h i s where m a t e r i a l s are so abundant." 

An i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l i s t h a t the haystacks were f l a t -

Too&ed and "capped o n l ^ w i t h the t h a t c h , as i n Y o r k s h i r e . " 

B i l l i n g s l e y (1797) i s c h i e f l y concerned w i t h g i v i n g 

p r a c t i c a l a d v i c e on f a r m i n g . He f i n d s the farmers too f o n d o f 

t r a d i t i o n a l methods and l a c k i n g i n e n t e r p r i s e . He g i v e s them 

a d v i c e on the v a l u e of E n c l o s u r e s , e s t i m a t e s the cost of w a l l s 

and hedges,recommends r o t a t i o n o f crops w i t h f r e q u e n t use of 

l i m e , a n d a d v i s e s p u l v e r i s i n g w i t h the harrov/. He t e l l s us t h a t 

a d o u b l e - f u r r o w plough had been used f o r t e n years by one man i n 

the Mendips w i t h o u t anyone h a v i n g thought of f o l l o w i n g h i s 

example. "Very few iswSsst. gentlemen o f landed p r o p e r t y i n t h i s 

c o u nty have shown t h a t a t t e n t i o n to the ^dvancBsment o f r u r a l 

oeconomy,or to t h e improvement of a g r i c u l t u r e , w h i c h a science 

of such importance m e r i t s . " {^1) 
The B a t h A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y was the o n l y i n s t i t u t i o n 

of i t s k i n d i n t h e coufaty and i t s i n f l u e n c e must have been v e r y 
*1 B i l l i n g s l e y p. 297 ' _ _ _ 



l i m i t e d . 

B i l l i n g s l e y himself i s the outstanding p e r s o n a l i t y i n 

Somerset a g r i c u l t u r e . Cooke and Anderdon of Henlade experimented 

•with d r i l l s , and 7/hite was an important f i g u r e i n drainage 

schemes. 

A p r i z e essay on "The farming of Somerset," published 

hy T.D.Acland i n 1851, together w i t h a s i m i l a r essay by ^:7.Sturge, 

i s an invaluable source f o r estimating progress since the time 

of B i l l i n g s l e y . 

I n additio-n to these sources. Enclosure Acts and Avrards 

are c h i e f l y used i n the follovj-ing pages. 



AGRICULT.URE 
^.THE RECLAMTIOI^ OF THE UOORS 

I n the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the county there were two large areas of 
marshland. The Brent Marsh extended from the P a r r e t t to the Mendips, 
from the cpast to Glastonbury,whilst the South Marsh l a y heyond 
Bridgwater. Many thousands of acres i n these d i s t r i c t s l i e on or below 
the l e v e l of hi g h t i d e s . Even to-day extensive floods occur a f t e r 
excep^onally h i g h t i d e s or a f t e r heavy rains.The Axe,the Brue,and the' 
P a r r e t t are t i d a l r i v e r s and t h e i r unaided a c t i o n i n d r a i n i n g these 
large areas was f a r from e f f i c i e n t . I n e a r l y times the whole of these 
l o w - l y i n g lands was under water. The task of recl a i m i n g tl:\em has been 
going on f o r c e n t u r i e s . I n the Middle Ages the banks of the, r i v e r s and 

^ the shores of the B r i s t o l Channel were r a i s e d and strengthened by "sea 
w a l l s . " By t h i s means the lowland area was converted i n t o marshland 
and c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s became s u i t a b l e f o r a g r i c u l t u r e . The greater p o r t i o n 
however,consisted of barren waste or t u r f bog.It remained i n t h i s state 
without appreciable improvement throughout Tudor and Stuart times. 

With l^e advent of enclosures the problem was tackled piecemeal. 
Between 1760 and 1797,17400 acres of Brent Marsh were enclosed.Each 
Enclosure Act brought b e t t e r drains i n the parishes affected.Although 
the b e n e f i t so received was "^tonishing"^|]the problem as a whole could 
not be solved without s p e c i a l machinery to enforce a general scheme 

^ throughout the area. I n 1797 3;.000 acres were s t i l l unenclosed and 

2,800 acres remained t u r f - b o g . 
B i l l i n g s l e y , i m p r e s s e d by the c u t t i n g of the King's Sedgemoor 

Drain which improved the South Marsh area (although he was w r i t i n g 

too soon a f t e r the event to be able to discover i t s d e f e c t s ) , 

advocated,if he d i d not o r i g i n a t e , a scheme f o r improving Brent Moor 

by al t e r a - t i o n s to the Axe and Brue. 
His estimate of the cost - which he c a l l s "a hasty sketch 

( i n which) I do not pretend to accuracy" - amounted to £25,000 
( i n c l u d i n g £400 f o r one Act of Parliament). I n the event there were 
two Acts - one f o r each r i v e r - and two schemes. The Brue Scheme cost 
£60,000 and the Axe £41,000 ("On the side of the r i v e r Axe, ̂ ĥe expence 
of compleat drainage would not exceed f i v e thousand pounds^-) making 

^^^Ulmgsle^. (>.»t̂ 7 ^^ '^^n î ^^^^ ^ ,7^ 



a t o t a l i n i t i a l ( * ) cost of £101,000 - four times the amount which 

B i l l i n g s l e y had mentioned. I n f a i r n e s s to h i m , i t must be admitted that 

the schemes which took e f f e c t were much more elaborate than h i s -

but the p u b l i c a t i o n of \Vhite's map and B i l l i n g s l e y ' s low f i g u r e s 

must have had considerable influence on Yi^ering landc^ers. 

The Brue Drainage Act became law i n 1801 and the Award was 

signed i n 1807.TSo Commissioners c o n t r o l l e d the £60,000 scheme which 

extended through the parishes of F o r t h Wootton,Pilton,Pennard, 

Baltonsburgh,Barton St. David,Butleigh,Street,Elaston St.John, 

Elaston St.Bowdick,Walton,Ashcott,Shapwick,Koorlinch,Gatcott, 

. Chilton,Edington,Gossington,7ookey and St.Cuthbert (Wells). 

A new o u t l e t was made a t Highbridge (the "Y.'estern Nev/ Cut") 

and the Channel of the r i v e r was deepened,widened,and strengthened 

from Glastonbury to the Parrett.The new s l u i c e gates c o n t r o l l e d 

the proper discharge of the water and prevented t h e - i n f l o w of the 

t i d e s . A new bridge,a wharf, and a s l u i c e house were made near the 

o u t l e t . A network of drains was l a i d out.Culverts and stop hatches 

were B y e t e m a t i c a l l y provided. There was a dam at Mortlake and the 

stream from the Baltonsburgh M i l l T a i l was piped. 

The whole works planned by the Commissioners were not c a r r i e d 

out by 1830 because when t h e i r s p e c i a l powers ceased the whole 

scheme f e l l i n t o the dead-hand of the Commissioners of Sewers. 

Before 1839 a f u r t h e r Act of Parliament was required! (*•*) 

Nevertheless the work of reclamation had made a b i g advance. 

Green meadowy appeared where there was formerly dismal brown bog. 

New enclosures- were made i n the neighbourhood of Bur nhara,Hunt s p i l l , 

Puxiton,Pawlett,Woolavington,Cossington,Chi1ton,Edington,Catcott, 

SliapwickjKeare ,?/edmore ,Wells,Glastonbury,ABhcott and Street. 

The Axe Drainage Act was obtained i n 1807 by the landholders 

who were i n t e r e s t e d i n the "moors" which l a y close to the Mendips 

and which were o f t e n flooded by ?/ater from the h i l l s . 

The Commissioners were empowered, to a l t e r and improve the 

• Navigation of the River Axe. (Their powers are almost i d e n t i c a l w i t h 

. those of the Brue Commissioners). They had compulsory powers to 

puxcMse land and to grant compensation fbariaii lass through t h e i r 

a c t i v i t i e s . T h e y could make new cuts,new bridges and alterations,.t.Q, 

Adr -for ik€ BYtte» 



the sea-walls. They could arrange the sale of parts of the r i v e r - b e d 

which were l e f t useless. Their powers were, i n e f f e c t , vathout l i m i t 

i n matters which would i n t h e i r opinion advance the business of 

"draining,xmj)KHxiHg preserving from water, and improving" the area 

under t h e i r c o n t r o l . 
This area included ¥ookey,Westbury,Rodney Stoke,Wedmore,Weare, 

Meare,Nyland,Badgworth,3iddisham,East Brent,South Brent,Cheddar, 
Axbridge jCompto.n Bishop,Loxton,Bleadon,Brean,Berrow and Lympsham. 
I t v/as not as extensive as the Brue scheme which had been executed 
by two commissioners who had worked f o r s i x years. There were three 
commissioners and they completed t h e i r work i n three years( the 
Award was made i n 1810). The cost was almost £41,000 and E t v̂ -as ^ 
r a i s e d i n the same way as the Brue costs by a Drainage Rate on the 
lands which derived b e n e f i t from the scheme. The Rate varied from 
sums below 2/6 per acre to as much as 17/6. 

The plans too were s i m i l a r to the Brue scheme i n a l l d e t a i l s . 
Important works were undertaken a t the-mouth of the Axe. There was 
a new cut (Bleadon)'to obtain a greater f a l l , a new s l u i c e (the 
Ochre House Clyce), a stone dam at Hobbs Boat w i t h a p u b l i c r i g h t 
of way ( a f t e r the commissioners had purchased the r i g h t of f e r r y 
from Erancis Poph-am) , a Navigation Q,iiay, SL. 7/harf, and a Sluice House. 
A Drainage Boat (18 f e e t long by 7 f e e t wide I ) was provided, and 
the commissiomrrs made a standing order t h a t goods l e f t on the 
wharf f o r a period longer than 48 hours were to be charged 3d. per 
ton per hoior u n t i l they were removed. 

A formidable l i s t of new cuts,bridges,culverts,tunnels, 
towing paths,clyceB,and w a l l s was set out,together w i t h a host of 
branch d r a i n s . Eiurther p r o v i s i o n f o r trade included a "Coal Bason" 
and wharf a t Weare, and a wharf a t Wedmore. 

The advantages derived by the a g r i c u l t u r a l i n t e r e s t s were 

s e l f - e v i d e n t but the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of commerce along t h i s channel 

• were g r e a t l j r over-rated. I t i s impossible to disentangle the cost 

of the works v/hich were undertaken ?/ith the l a t t e r object i n view 

e i t h e r i n the case of the Brue or of the Axe, but i t must have helped 

to s w e l l the t o t a l which was so much greater than B i l l i n g s l e y ' e s. 

estimate. 



North of the Kendips l a y another s t r e t c h of marshland, comparatively 

small i n area. This was improved by the Yeo Drainage Act (commorily 

known as the Congresbury Drainage) of 1819 followed by the Award of 

1826. The area concerned included Congresbury,Puxton,T7inscombe, 

Banwell,Churchill,Kewstoke,week St.Lawrence and Yatton. The works 

were n a t u r a l l y on a smaller scale than those of the Brue and Axe and 

there was no useless expenditure on commercial ambitions wMch would 

never become r e a l i t i e s . A nev/ river^was cut from Yatton through Week 

St.Lawrence, and the banks vrere considerably strengthened a t 

Gongresbury. New sluices,bridges,rhines,culverts,and gouts were 

provided. 

Just as an ordi n a r y Enclosure Act^jhad s u f f i c e d to drain King's 

Sedgemoor ( i n the South Marsh), the much smaller area of Nailsea and 

Kenn Moors Y/aa de a l t w i t h under an Act of 1813. 

The f i r s t extensive drainage schemes i n the county had taken place 

then, dulling the years 1795 to 1830. 

I t v;as perhaps a mistake to deal w i t h the South Earsh by means 
of the King's S-'̂ gemoor Enclosure Act i n 1795 because A l l e r Moor v/as 
untouched.Large areas were flooded around Stoke St.Gregory and North 
Curry, and beyond Langport. A P a r r e t t Drainage Act vrauld have made 
the task of the modern Catchment Board considerably l i g h t e r . On the 
other hand the cost v/as probably p r o h i b i t i v e .A scheme sanctioned i n 
1937 i s to cost £500,0001 Technical s k i l l was probably inadequate a 
hundred years ago. And we have a t l e a s t the consolation of knowing 
t h a t no money was spent on f r u i t l e s s attempts to encourage Navigation 
above Bridgwater l ^ * ^ 

No Drainage Scheme can a t t a i n p e r f e c t i o n . The meadows v/hich 
have been produced where there was formerly barren marsh i n Somerset 
are s t i l l exceedingly wet and subject to per i o d i c • f l o o d i n g . The steps 
which were taken over a hundred years ago (1795 - 1830)^ undoubtedly 
r a i s e d the annual produce of the County s u f f i c i e n t l y to make them 
worth w h i l e . I t w i l l be noticed too t l i a t a l l three schemes were 
c a r r i e d out without recourse to pumping operations. We must however, 
emphasise one serious lack of f o r e s i g h t . Each scheme provided 
commissioners w i t h temporar^^ i f . d i c t a t o r i a l ^ ^ A S I ^ s i o i l d - h S ? e - b i e H - i r ? i a l danger. B i l l m g s l e y says that the ^MSetl was navigable f o r 20 miles " i - e - up to Langport. 
/^iNTK.'$ statement: i$ not ĵvî e A^ccMtate. TKe kirwj's %edqefi^i;ot Att 



no attempt to make new machinery f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the e n t i r e 

drainage system of the county. Even as l a t e as 185n(^) the custody of 

the banks of the Axe,the Brue,and the Parrett,and the general 
supervision of drainage,remained i n the hands of t h a t medieval body 
the Commissioners of Sewers.Courts of Sewers were held a t Wrington, 

4 
Axbridge ,Wells,Glastonbury,wincanton,Langport and Bridwater , Their 

A 

proceedings were a r i d i c u l o u s f a r c e . Juries ?/ere sent out "to view 
the l e v e l s . " Delinquents were then f i n e d the l u d i c r o u s l y inadequate 
sum of half-a-crown,and the Courts concluded t h e i r proceedings w i t h 
a good dinner^ Under these conditions no steady improvement was 
po s s i b l e , f o r there was v i r t u a l l y no c o n t r o l over i r r i g a t i o n and 
drainage.The consequence was t h a t thousands of acres which m i ^ t have 
been brought under some form of c u l t i v a t i o n were l e f t as moor and fen 
because a h i g h f l o o d i n Ju l y would r u i n a l l the crops. 

Two main defects remained Y\?ithout remedy. 
First,between Langport and foroughbridge where heavy r a i n f a l l p i l e d 
up the r i v e r water against the i n f l o w i n g t i d e s u n t i l i t poured over 
the banks,a larger channel f o r the p a r r e t t v/as requi r e d . 
Second,King's Sedgemoor was s t i l l l i a b l e to pe r i o d i c f l o o d i n g 
because the o r i g i n a l cut was not large enough and because i t s o u t l e t 
was not taken to a p o i n t as low as possible. 

* t . Acland pp 45-7 



- ̂ ' EI^ICLOSIKE IN GENERAL 
The r i g h t to enclose surplus common was granted by Henry I I I to 

owners of the s o i l i n the Statute of Merton (1235)^^ so t h a t the idea 
of enclosure by the Lord of the Manor was very ancient. I n the 
Statute of Westminster I I {itSS^Edwaxd 1 extended t h i s r i g h t to 

r i g h t of 
cover cases i n which^coimtion attached to a tenement h e l d of one l o r d 

was e x e E c i s e d over common which was h e l d by another l o r d . I n IS^S'C 
Edward YI*^* confirmed t h i s r i g h t and l e g a l i s e d e n c l o s u r e s not exceeding 

three acres,for a house and garden.It applied to common of pasture 
only and the Act s t i p u l a t e d t h a t -"sufficien^cy of pasture" should be 
l e f t f o r the commoners. 

I have been unable to trace any othei^eneral r e g u l a t i o n s 

concerning enclosure before the end of the eighteenth century by 

which time r i s i n g p r i c e s and increasing population made i t imperative 

t h a t a g r i c u l t u r a l methods should be improved.Enclosure then became 

a problem of urgent importance. 
An Act of 1773 gave a .threequarters m a j o r i t y of land­

holders ( i n number and value) power td) d i r e c t the fencing and k w » 
c u l t i v a t i o n of open f i e l d s . The r u l e s which they established v/ere 
b i n d i n g f o r s i x years only.They could e l e c t a F i e l d Master to 
supervise the a l t e r a t i o n s , a n d the expenses of the improvements 
were to be defrayed by "a r a t e l e v i e d on a l l the landholders. An 
annual meeting was to be held on the 21st of May. 

I t i s important to notice t h a t cottagers' r i g h t s of common 

were protected.They could accept an annual payment i n compensation 

f o r any proposed l i m i t a t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s and a p o r t i o n of the 

common was to be set aaide f o r those who d i d not w i s h to compound 

i n t h i s way. 

Landholders who had established separate "sheep-walks" were 
not to be dispossessed. I n dealing w i t h the arable, the balks ("any 
balk,slade,or meer") not used as paths might be ploughed up, 
provided t h a t the Lord of t t e Manor gave h i s consent. A two t h i r d s 
m a j o r i t y of the ."commoners" could d i r e c t the opening or sh u t t i n g 
of the cotmion pasture,and i n order to provide money f o r f u r t h e r 
improvements one t w e l f t h of the common could be l e t . 

_ A t e n t a t i v e step towards ̂ e r e g u ^ a t i o ^ f ^ o j k - b r e e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



taken by the clause which p r o h i b i t e d the t u r n i n g of any ram on to 

the waite during the period August 25 to November 25. 

Meanwhile enclosure by p r i v a t e Act of Parliament went on 

apace and u n t i l c e r t a i n standing "orders were made by the House of 

Commons i n 1774,1775,1781,1799,1800, and 1801,there were no 

general r e g u l a t i o n s . By these orders i t was incumbent on the promoters 

to p u b l i s h on the church door a notice of t h e i r i n t e n t i o n to seek an 

Enclosure Act,and the names of comraissianers were to be stated i n the 

B i l l , 
An Act of 1801* provided a model which might be a l t e r e d to 

s u i t the requirements of any l o c a l Act** and so tended to reduce the 
cost (since i t was no longer necessary to draw up an e n t i r e l y f r e s h 
Act i n each new case) and to introduce greater u n i f o r m i t y . 

Commissioners were compelled to take a solemn oath promising 
e q u i t y and i m p a r t i a l i t y , a n d they were forbidden to purchase any of 
the land which they had a l l o t t e d , d u r i n g the succeeding f i v e years. 
They had power to f i x boundaries but not to s e t t l e disputes of t i t l e 
to land,They must consider the p o s i t i o n of a man's house when a l l o t t i n g 
h i s land.They could r e g i s t e r exchanges of lands anywhere i n the g 
parish,provided t h a t the conseht of both p a r t i e s , i n v^riting,were 
obtained.They could use the e x i s t i n g maps.***They had power to 
c o l l e c t i n d i v i d u a l expenses by d i s t r e s s on a r e c a l c i t r a n t ' s lands. 
They must ob t a i n 10^ deposit|s on lands which they might s e l l i n 
order to defray the cost of the enclosure,The money must be held by 
somebody chosen by the m a j o r i t y ( i n value) of the p r o p r i e t o r s . They 
must apply money received tiirough r e g i s t e r i n g exchanges and from the 
sale.'of trees to defray general expenses,They must decide on making 
roads before proceeding w i t h allotments.They had power to summon 
witnesses - but not from distances greater than eight mlies.Their 
accounts must be open to p u b l i c inspection.No standing fences v/ere 
to be destroyed without t h e i r consent. 

The allot m e n t s which they made were to be f u l l compensation 

f o r a l l r i g h t s claimed.Claims were to be made i n writing.Lands 

granted were to be accepted w i t h i n two months of the signing of the 

Award.Owners who had already accepted could fence t h e i r allotments 
bef ore__the_execution_of__the_^^ ^ere to be 
*An~Act f o r c o n s p l i d a t i n g i n one Act c e r t a i n clauses etc. 
M "Local" i s not used i n the te c h n i c a l sense. 
••̂ *T P . T'a-nc, wh1 nh had bep.n -nremred f o r the B i l l 



protected f o r seven years by outside fences.The penalty f o r p u l l i n g ' 

down fences made under an Award was £5. Guardians could charge lands 

w i t h expenses not exceeding £5 per acre. 

Other clauses-)*- empowered the Rector to l e t h i s allotments and 

produced formulae to be used i n "Saving the Rights" of the Lord of' 

the Manor, the' Crown,-and other Public Bodies from any infringement 

which they might have been supposed to su f f e r by reason of the 

enclosure. 

I t must be remembered tha t the Act was only a model and i t s 

terms could always be changed i n any p a r t i c u l a r p r i v a t e Act but 

where clauses were omitted i n a p r i v a t e Act i t i s possible t h a t they 

s t i l l held good.The former p o i n t i s emphasised i n an Amending Act of 

1821** * t h a t the Act does not over-ride the provisions of an 
ordin a r y Enclosure Act. 

The remainder of the 1821 Act gives powers of ejectment and 

d i s t r a i n t and the r i g h t to b r i n g actions f o r damage, to landlords 

against tenants who had found a loop-hole i n the 1801 Act and who 

were paying no r e n t between the time when they a c t u a l l y entered t h e i r 

new a l l o t m e n t and the f i n a l execution of the Award! 
Another Act of 1801 extended the Act of 1773 by empowering the 

m a j o r i t y of occupiers ( i n value) to shut o f f part of the common 
f i e l d s f o r potato growing.The- l e g i s l a t o r s were again c a r e f u l to state 
t h a t compensation must be paid to those whose r i g h t s were i n j u r e d . 

An Act of 1817 known as the Land Redemption. Act provided f o r the 
award of allotments to the owners of fee-farm rents i n respect of 
Land Tax which had been purchased i n l i e u of such fee-farm r e n t s . 

The Enclosure Act of 1833 provided against d i f f i c u l t i e s concerning 

t i t l e s to land where the procedure of e n r o l l i n g * * * the Award had not 

been f o l l o w e d . A l l such Awards were made v a l i d notwithstanding t h e i r 

non-enrolment. 

Another Enclosure Act of 1836 enabled a two t h i r d s m a j o r i t y to 

obt a i n enclosure of the arable i n any p a r i s h without the sanction of 

parliament. This procedure d i d not apply to Commons or Waste. 

^ There were 43 i n a l l 
2Geo i v 23 .̂̂ ^̂  of 
p E i t h e r by deposit w i t h the L x e r J t 
• the Courls of Record at"Westminster. 



t|..PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH ENCLOSURE 
A handbook on land-stewardship published i n the ea r l y eighteenth 

century contains the f o l l o w i n g advice*: "A steward should not f o r g e t 
to make the best i n q u i r y i n t o the d i s p o s i t i o n of any of the freeholders 
w i t h i n or near any of h i s l o r d ' s manors to s e l l t h e i r lands .. 
e s p e c i a l l y i n such manors,where improvements are to be made by 
i n c l o s i n g commons and common f i e l d (which i s .. not a l i t t l e 
advantageous to the n a t i o n .. -as w e l l as h i g h l y p r o f i t a b l e to the 
undertakers). A steward should as much as i n him l i e t h and v/ithout 
oppression,endeavour to l a y a l l the small farms l e t to poor indigent 
people,to great ones." 

I t has been usual to assume tha t these r e s u l t s , t h e buying up 

of small freeholders and the c r e a t i o n of large farms,attended enclosures 

Several d i f f i c u l t i e s make the task of -gum x gj-i.uî g i n v e s t i g a t i n g the 

assumption f a r from easy. 

Small holdings i n Somerset may be taken as less than 13 or 14 

acres. Farms over 100 .acres begin to look l a r g e . Yfhen Arthur Young 

says: "Great farms have been the soul of Norfolk c u l t u r e , s p l i t them 

up i n t o tenures of an hundred pounds a year,you w i l l f i n d nothing but 

beggars and weeds," he i s s e t t i n g a standard which could not be applied 

to Somerset. 
Other d i f f i c u l t i e s are matters of s t a t i s t i c s : the dates of 

enclosures ;the number of small freeholders before and a f t e r an enclosure 
I n the Coi'nty of Somerset i t i s exceedingly d i f f i c u l t to ascertain the 
dates of enclosures.There were two kinds of enclosure (arable and 
cojmnon) and two methods of enclosure (by consent and by A c t ) . Enclosure 
of the arable meant the end of Open Fi e l d s (or Common Fi e l d s ) and 
enclosure of the Common meant the end of the manorial Waste. Another 
k i n d of enclosure (e.g. I l c h e s t e r 1810*?j)dealt w i t h Commonable Lands 
or lands which were held i n severalty before a c e r t a i n date - say 
Lammastide - and i n common a f t e r t h a t date. Of coiirse w h i l s t an 
enclosure l i k e Martock (Act 1806) deals s o l e l y w i t h arable and 
another l i k e Combe St.Nicholas (1817) deals s o l e l y w i t h common, i t 
i s possible to f i n d examples l i k e Weston super Hare (Act 1810) which 
d e a l _ w i t h_a 11_ t^pe s _ o f __maĵ  
* Edward Lawrence:Duty and Office of a Land Steward 1726 
** Where p l a i n dates are given as i n t h i s case the date r e f e r s to the 

Award.When the date of tlje Act i s given t h i s i s i n d i c a t e d . 



"^hen Common was enclosed by consent i t had to be the "unanimous 

consent of the p a r t i e s claiming rights,who delegate commissioners, 

chosen by themselves,to a s c e r t a i n t h e i r v a l i d i t y , a n d divide accordij^gly 

under covenants and agreements properly dra-mi and executed f o r the 

purpose." (*0 Otherwise an Act of Parliament had to be obtained. 

I n the case of arable, the Act of 1773 enabled a threequar ters 

m a j o r i t y of landholders to carry out an enclosure - but the v a l i d i t y of 

such enclosure appears to have been good f o r s i x years only. Possibly 

t h i s Act l e g a l i s e d an established custom. Probably once i t had come i n t o 

operation such an enclosure became,in practice,permanent: but enclosures 

which were not e n r o l l e d were not l e g a l l y safeguarded u n t i l 1833. 

A p r e l i m i n a r y examination of Parliamentary Enclosure i n Somerset 

reveals t h a t the m a j o r i t y of the Awards kept a t Taunton deal w i t h Commons. 

" x x the f i g u r e s given by the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y were true then out 

of 174 Awards only 9 would deal w i t h the enclosm^e of arable and out of 

68 Awards made between 1800 and 1830 only 6 would include arable: 

N.Perrott 1804;Alford 1806 ; L i l s t o c k 1811;Long Ashton 1820; Rodney Stoke-

1821; and Martock 1826. These f i g u r e s are very inaccurate. Arable was 

de a l t w i t h i n a t l e a s t ten other Awards^^iMoorlinch 1801 (V.C.H. says 1800); 

H u n t s p i l l 1803 ; Charlton Adam and Charlton F a c J ^ e l l 1810; Keinton L'andeville 
A 

1810; Martock 1810; Long Sutton 1814:Weston super Mare 1815; Drayton 1818; 

Wraxall 1819; and West Lydford 1827. Of the remaining Awards four are 

l ^ i i n a g e and one was f o r Commonable land only. I n sp i t e of the misleading 

f i g u r e s quoted above i t i s s t i l l true t h a t the Awards deal predominantly 

w i t h enclosure of commons .Enclosure of commons by consent v.as "seldom 

practi8ed"/kso t h a t we can date the enclosures of commons from the Awards. 

On the other hand we can only date the enclosure of arable i n a' l i m i t e d 

number of cases from the Awards.Billingsley discusses the problems of 

enclosing commons only - as though enclosure of arable were taken f o r 

granted and needed no discussion. His general estimate of the amount of 

land enclosed i s contained i n the f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s : - \ 

* i B i l l i n g s l e y p 49 
*S. These f i g u r e s are not complete 



Acres 
Towns and V i l l a g e s , 3.000 

Public and Private Roads 15.000 

Rivers,Lakes,Ponds etc. 2.500 

Woods and Plantations 20.000 

Meadow and Pastureland Enclosed 584.000 

Marsh and Fenland Unenclosed 30.000 

Arable and Convertible Land Enclosed 260.000 

Common F i e l d s 20.000 

Unc u l t i v a t e d Wastes 65.000 
(1.000.000 ){*} 

So t h a t by 1797 there remained only 20.000 acres of common 

fields,30.000 acres of marsh and fen,and 65.000 acres of waste. 

This estimate i s also confirmed by Marshall i n general 

terms: "The e n t i r e county (was) inclosed,except the moors or 

common marshes,and the passage of open common f i e l d s between 

Langport and Somerton. " (**) 
A c t u a l l y the t o t a l acreage of Somerset i s 1.052.800 and 

by 1851 only 40.000 acres remained unenclosed.^**) 
The general tendency then, was to enclose arable f i r s t and 

commons l a t e r . Possibly a c e r t a i n amount of the "Ancient Inclosures 
( i . e . aralsfile) were inclosed during Tudor times but most of them 
must have been made i n the eighteenth century - by consent. 
Unfortunately t h i s method leaves us vathout any means of 
determining the dates of i n d i v i d u a l enclosures of arable. 

Land Tax Returns e x i s t ( a t Taunton) and there^incomplete 
sets of Poor Books,chiefly i n p a r o c h i a l possession,so that some 
day i t w i l l be possible to obtain s t a t i s t i c s of the number and 
size of holdings before and a f t e r enclosures. When an i n q u i r y 
was c a r r i e d out on these l i n e s f o r fl^ parishes i n the couQities 
around Oxfordshire^***) the r e s u l t s showed tinat the nimiber of 
small freeholders d i d not decrease i n places where enclosure was 
c a r r i e d out by Act of Parliament - i n f a c t i n many instances there 
was a c t u a l l y an increase - but that i n cases v;here enclosure was 
e f f e c t e d by agreement there was a t ^ d e n c y f o r them to decrease. 

•* Billings±Hy-pT3:2 ' 
** Marshall : R i x r a l Oeconomy of the Western Counties -

the pages are not numbered. 
*** Acland p.6 
**** Davis :Econ.Hist.Review Voll.No.1 



I f t?ie case of Somerset were analagous then,since most of the 
arable appears to tiave been enclosed without Act of Parliament, 
there would be a tendency f o r the number oiS small freeholders 
to decrease. B i l l i n g s l e y ' s evidence i s inconclusive. He says 
t h a t "no small p a r t " of the land i n the Mendips " i s the fee of 
thje o c c u p i e r s , c o n s t i t u t i n g a most respectable yeomanry." * 
Betyjeen Taunton anffl Y e o v i l "there are many freeholders who 
possess from one hundred to seven hundred pounds per annum."** 

* B i l l i n g s l e y p.31 a , a ̂  ^ ̂  i- -tW ** B i l l i n g s l e y p. 205 f=£;<- ̂ M^$Cy5$«7^ ^ po«it.r.c «f ^ 



S. SIZE OF FARMS 
Enclosure does not appear to have r e s u l t e d i n large farms i n 

Somerset .Mar s h a l l i n s i s t s t h a t farms were small although he 

"believed" t h a t there were bigger farms on the Eastern Dairy 

Lands. 
B i l l i n g s l e y says that i n the Mendips there were large 

"proprietorB"(*))worth £2,000 to £6,000 per annum but most of 
them were r e c e i v i n g from i350 to £500.The farms seldom exceeded 
£200 per annum and some of the da i r y farms were of £60 to £70 . ^ f ) 
I n the Middle D i s t r i c t the farms were from £40 to £600 per a r ^ ^ . 
I n the Taunton area he simply t e l l s us tha t the farms were 
smaller than those i n the Middle D i s t r i c t , f'^y 

We have at le a s t one example of a large propEietor i n the 
Mendips who refused'to create a separate large farm a f t e r an 
enclosure (abou^l777) although he received a tempting p f f e r 
from a N o f f o l k farmer,\'/hether he d i d not want to take the r i s k 

of spending £600 on b u i l d i n g s or whether he v/as s a t i s f i e d to 
leave h i s former tenants i n possession,is l e f t to the imagination. 

But B i l l i n g s l e y was i n favour of large farms f o r arable,on the 
grounds t h a t expenses f o r b u i l d i n g s and f o r fencing were less 
i n p r o p o r t i o n than they were f o r small farms. On the other hand 

d a i r y farms i n h i s opinion,could not be too small. 
Acland (1851) gives f i g u r e s which show t h a t there was no 

increase i n the size of farms during the period 1797 to 1851. 
I n Taunton Vale there were many farms of less tiian 100 acres. 
The l a r g e r farms i n t h i s area\^pntained 200 to 220 acres. On 
an average farm i n t h i s d i s t r i c t 75^ of the land was arable whils' 
25^ was orchard and pasture land. (*7) I n the Western H i l l s the 
average farm v/as mii^ worth £50 to £100 per annum. (*8) I t 
contained 10 to 15 acres of water pastiu:e,60 to 70 acres of 
arable,and about 100 acres of rough ground. Such farms were, 
of course, large - as things went i n Somerset. Faf-ms which were 
*; As Prof.Halevy j u s t l y ~ p o I n t s ~ o u t 7 l a r g e estates did not 

necessarily mean, large farms. 
*2 B i l l i n g s l e y p.31 * S * B i l l i n g s l e y p.205 

B i l l i n g s l e y p.269 *f>H» B i l l i n g s l e y p.67 
•̂ f-î HHHf B i l l i n g s l e y p. 157 *7 Acland p.36 
*8 Acland p.8 y. 



above the average were worth £100 to £200 and contained 30 acres 
of meadow,120 acres of arable,and 120 acres of pasture.There were 
only a very fei? farms here worth £200 to £300.These contained as 
many as 60 acres of water-meadow and 150 to 200 acres of other 
good land. Acland says.that i n each of these classes of farm i n 
the h i l l s there v/ere s t i l l r i g h t s of common. Meanwhile i n the 
d a i r y lands the farms were a l l small,ranging from 50 to 120 acres, 
together w i t h a small amount of arable land."The texture of the 
land v a r i e s from f i e l d to f i e l d , " he saysf"a f a c t which should be 
taken i n t o account i n the sweeping censure of small enclosures." 

-K- Acland p. 3.6 



There i s not s u f f i c i e n t evidence i n Marshall to prove that 

enclosures l ed to b e t t e r drainage. He says t h a t surface drainage 

was achieved i n the wetter parts by cuts across the f i e l d s and he 

di d see one "instance of under-drainage,with f l a t stones set up 

i n the form of the l e t t e r U i n v e r t e d . " 
B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t i n the Mendips "not so much a t t e n t i o n 

has been paid to t b d r a i n i n g of land as the object undoubtedly 
requires,but i n some cases where enclosures have been accompanied 
w i t h a weeping surface,great improvement has been made by stone 
d r a i n i n g . " ( * l f - I n the Middle D i s t r i c t "great a t t e n t i o n i s paid to 
d r a i n i n g by a l l the sheep farmers."(*2) I n the South T/est D i s t r i c t , 
which B i l l i n g s l e y says Avas p r a c t i c a l l y a l l enclosed,(*3) the 
problem of dranage was not acute,but i n wet areas "great a t t e n t i o n " 

was paid to i t . ( * 4 ) 
The f i n a l proof r e s t s w i t h the a c t u a l Enclosure Awards which 

show t h a t commissioners v/ere w e l l aware of the importance of the 
problem.The drains which Enclosure Commissioners l a i d out have 
been the basis of d r a i n i n g . a g r i c u l t u r a l land i n the various 
parishes concerned from t h a t day to this.There can be no doubt ± 
t h a t these drains were f a r more•systematic and f a r more e f f i c i e n t 
than anything which had been possible under the open f i e l d method 

w i t h i t s unimproved wastes. 
I n the enclosure of King's Sedgeraoor the main d r a i n was cut 

15 f e e t deep,and was 10 f e e t wide a t the bottom,and 55 f e e t wide 

across the top. 
At Long Sutton (1814) the ordinary ditches were made 4 fe e t 

wide and 2 f e e t deep,whilst those which were on the allotment of 

King's Sedgemoor were t o be 3 i f e e t deep,4 f e e t wide at the bottom., 

and 8 f e e t a t the top. 1 

.1 B l l l i n g B l e y P.131 *3 I M d . P.272 
•2 I b i d . p.238 *4 I t l d . p.290 



BHCLOSIJRES lEI) TO BETTER ROADS /̂ e: 

Acland (1851) declares emphatically t h a t enclosures l e d to the 

making of new roads a l l over the county.-By the Act of 1801 

commissioners must set out the roads before proceeding to a l l o t 

tie enclosures. 
Orwen t e l l s us t h a t a f t e r the enclosure of Exmpor (1817) 

John Knight made 28 miles of road there. 

•In h i s two examples of 800 acres e n c l o s u r e s , B i l l i n g s l e y 

provides f o r 2 miles of p u b l i c road ineach case,at a cost of 

£450 i n one place and of £350 i n the other.* 

This l e n g t h of road may he rat h e r less than the average 
f o r a given area hut I have only tested one Enclosure Plan: 
Drayton (1818).Here the enclosure was of 510 acres and l / f miles 
of p u b l i c road were set out.The v/idth of these p a r t i c u l a r roads 
was 25 f e e t , w i t h the exception of 2,4 furlongs vihich were 20 feet 
wide. Objections were made to the width of two roads v/hich were 
consequently a l t e r e d by the commissioners. I n a d d i t i o n to these 
p u b l i c roads there were at Drayton no less than 27 p r i v a t e roads 
of various lengths.There can be no doubt that the country owes 
i t s network of l o c a l service roads to enclosure commissioners. 

Very o f t e n the commissioners set a§ide stone quarries f o r 
p r o p r i e t o r s and tenants "as w e l l f o r t h e i r own use as f o r the 
r e p a i r s of the roads w i t h i n the said parish."(*2) 

At Wiveliscombe (1830) stone and gravel p i t s not exceeding 

2 acres were provided f o r by the Act (1829).Actually l a . l r . 3 0 p . 

were a l l o t t e d f o r t h i s purpose. 
Often the Act empowered commissioners to stop up roads 

as they thought f i t , b u t a t Charleton Horethorne (1815) t h i s 
r e q u i r e d the consent of two magistrates. Another p e c u l i a r i t y 
here i s th a t the roads set out v/ere a l l p r i v a t e "carriage ways." 

At Long Sutton (1814) the Langport Road was made 30 f e e t 
de,and so were four p r i v a t e roads over Sedgemoor. Wl( 

* B i l l i n g s l e y p.57 
*2 Portishead (1823) 



The schedule s e t t i n g out the rates f o r maintaining 

the pulDlic roads was an important annex to everjr enclosure 

Award. At Keinton Mandeville two of the p r i v a t e roads - one 

"passing theough p a r t of the common arable f i e l d c a l l e d West 

F i e l d " led. to "Ancient Inclosures" and the occupiers of the 

l a t t e r lands were given f u l l r i g h t s of way here hut were obliged 

to c o n t r i b u t e to the cost of maintaining these p r i v a t e road's. 

At Moorlinch (1801) roads and drains were l a i d out,then "Foot 

and Jury Ways" and "Occupation Ways" - an unusual terminology 

f o r Somerset Acts. 



I t i s obvious t h a t uhder the communal system of a g r i c u l t u r e 

only the t r a d i t i o n a l implements WEBS used.Enclosures made the use 
of machinery possible but there was no sudden r e v o l u t i o n . I n 1794 
according to Marshall "swing ploughs" were u n i v e r s a l . "The plow of 
Somerset has a long but w e l l - t u r n e d moId-board;with a wrest standing 

Bomearhat highjand w i t h a ladder-piece behind,which steadies a long 
r i g h t 

slender^handle,shooting forward to the beam," Wherever he went 
ox-carts,"wains or coops,"were common.He even saw one so p r i m i t i v e 
t h a t the yoke was hung to the pole by a simple wooden bow instead 
of an i r o n r i n g . 

Horses had not ye t supplanted oxen i n ploughing.A curious 

combinatio^n of both beasts marked t h i s stage |two horses i n f r o n t 

and two oxen behind at the plough,In general oxen were prevalent 

but horses were coming i n t o t h e i r own i n the borderland near 

W i l t s h i r e , B i l l i n g s l e y recommended the use of oxen i n preference 

to horses, 
" I n no county are the farmers more a t t e n t i v e to the sowing 

of wheat," says B i l l i n g s l e y . ( * 1 ) They ploughed s i x furrows,known 
as a'Ridge' then l e f t one furrow-width unploughed,known as a'Comb.' 
This 'Ridge and Comb' method sounds l i k e a s u r v i v a l of the o l d 
' S t r i p and Balk.''Next they broke up the e a r t h i n the furrows v;ith 
'mattocks.' The seed was then sown and the ridges were dragged 
w i t h a harrow. A 'Combing Plough' then turned the s o i l r i g h t and 
l e f t so as to cover the seed to the coerect depth. F i n a l l y the 
farm labourers s c a t t e r e d across the f i e l d and by Shopping w i t h 
t h e i r mattocks,covered any bare seed. 

A layman cannot avoid the thought t h a t a simple d r i l l i n g 

would have saved a great deal of time,labour,and expense - which 

should have been adequate compensation f o r any loss i n the actual 

crops.On the other hand t h i s i s so obvious t h a t there can be only 

one explanation - no simple or e f f i c i e n t d r i l l i n g method was 

a v a i l a b l e . Only two farmers were d r i l l i n g f o r wheat i n 1797 and 

B i l l i n g s l e y himself onfesses\hat he has got b e t t e r r e s u l t s by 

the broadcast method.He says t h a t d r i l l e d corn ripens a f o r t n i g h t 

l a t e . Lack of s k i l l e d labour and lack of e f f i c i e n t machines had 

*1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.274-ffiO *2 I b i d 27 4 



delayed success i n d r i l l i n g . He found, that his d r i l l e d crops 
were rank and t h i n ; b u t he warmly recommends d r i l l i n g f o r beans 
peas,turnips,carrots,potatoes,and f o r wheat on l i g h t s o i l s . 

Waggons'drawi^^y s i x horses were i n use,but l i g h t carts 
drawn by one horse were "coming i n t o fashion." Single ploughs 
only were used,although B i l l i n g s l e y says th a t double ploughs 
would save £1 per acre over an area of 500 acres. (*1) Some 
winnowing machines were i n use,but there was not a single 
threshing machine i n the whole county.(*2) Harrows were common 
and were used three abreast w i t h three horses p u l l i n g . 

* i B i l l i n g s l e y p; 100 *2 I b i d p. 46 



(per acre) 
1 5 - • 3 10 - 5 - 3 10 

1 2 6 3 5 - 4 10 - 3 -

1 - - 3 - 4 - 2 10 

- 17 6 2 15 - 3 10 - 2 -

- 15 - 2 10 - 3 - 1 15 

- 12 6 2 5 - 2 15 - 1 10 

- 10 - 2 - 2 10 - 1 5 

- 5 - 1 15 - 2 - 1 -

- 2 6 - 10 - - 15 - - 10 

^. THE IMPROVED VALTJE OF LAKD 
B i l l i n g s l e y quotes tables drawn up by Richard Locke of Surnham 

to show the "great advance i n the value of the land i n the 

course of f o r t y years," and we can add to these s i m i l a r f i g u r e s 

to cover the succeeding f o r t y years: 

V a l u a t i o n i n 1755(*1) 1796(*2) 1812 (*2) 1835 (*2) 
Q u a l i t y of Land £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

This t a b l e has only a general bearing on the question of 
e n c l o s u r e . l t i s obvious t h a t the land values of 1812 were 
swollen by the influence of war p r i c e s . S i m i l a r l y the general 
r i s e i n the p r i c e l e v e l towards the end of the eighteenth century; 
was r e f l e c t e d i n the value of land. B i l l i n g s l e y makes nO' 
comment. The f i g u r e s f o r the lower grades of land are useful 
i n showing the obvious i n c e n t i v e to enclose the wastes and 
commons; and such enclosures were making f o r a permanent r i s e 
i n land values. I t i s impossible,however,to show how much of 
the increased value was due to the r i s e of the general p r i c e 
l e v e l and how much was d i r e c t l y the r e s u l t of enclosures. 

Acland quotes some s t r i k i n g f i g u r e s to i l l u s t r a t e the 
tremendous increase i n the value of land where enclosure had 
led to the improvement of grassland. The Venne Earm was a farm 
of 233 acres i n the Brendon H i l l s . I n 1802 i t was l e t on a 21 
years lease a t a r e h t a l of £100 per annum. At the end of t h i s 
time i t was valued a t £115 fo r the Poor Rate. I n 1849, 166 
acres of imiproved grassland on t h i s farm produced £365. 
Another farm,the Cooksley Earm,contained 129 acres which l e t f o i 
£45 i n 1832.In 1849, 95 acres of improved grasslnd were l e t 



f o r £176. 

These are concrete examples - but B i l l i n g s l e y gives estimates 
which are worth considering. He says t h a t Waste worth 3/- per acre 
would l e t f o r 8/- enclosed. (->«;1) A f t e r improvement i t would be 
worth 15,20, or even 30/- per acre; and "the commonalty i s 
be n e f i t e d inasmuch as the land i s made to produce ten times as 
much as i t d i d i n i t s p r i m i t i v e s t a t e . " (*2) 

I t i s obvious t h a t these f i g u r e s are a l l selected from the 
best results.They could not be achieved without great improvements 
i n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e . Indeed B i l l i n g s l e y gives an example (̂ 3̂) 
of land which would have y i e l d e d 15/- an acre on a twenty one year 
lease i f the owner had been w i l l i n g to spend £600 on b u i l d i n g s f o r 
the c r e a t i o n of a separate farm. L e f t as i t was,the y i e l d was only 
12/- f o r ten years, and a f t e r t h a t i t dropped to lO/-. 

I t i s worth noting th a t i n the Middle D i s t r i c t a r o t a t i o n v/as 
p r a c t i s e d on the Common F i e l d s { * 4 ) : 1. Wheat; 2. Barley; 3. Clover, 
Vetches,Potatoes. This shows that some improvement vra,s possible 
without enclosure. On the Poldens the Common F i e l d s followed a 
course o f : 1. Wheat; 2. Beans; 3. Fallow (*5) ; so th a t improvement 
i n t h i s respect was not general1 I n the neighbourhood of 
Sedgemoor,arable i n eommon F i e l d s "although exhausted by constant 
cropping" l e t f o r 30/- an acre.(*6> 

* 1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.74 
*2 I b i d . p.75 
•x-3 I b i d . p.67-8 (see above) 
*4- I b i d . p.219 
*5 I b i d . p.200 
-x-6 I b i d . p.198 



nTPROVED OTT'OSS O^T^THE mBLE 

Treat irTiprovement undoubtedly folloxred .•:;nclosure from 
the nature of the advantages which i t gave. I t i e obvious 

even r i t h o u t a map th a t the f o l l o r i n ^ j f a r n could be v.-orked 
much more e f f i c i e n t l y r i t h i t s f i e l d s c o l l e c t e d i n t o 
convenient groups tlian i f the holdings ha4 rei^.ained 
scattered i n acre an^i h a l f acre s t r i pe s 

'̂ he T T p M l l Estate (*1) A.Jv.l'. 

1. :^arra "̂ ôuse harden and Orchard 5 3 5-

2. Tankerd Close £ 3 33 
3. Lower 7ay Six \creE ^ 5 0 £1 

4. Spencer' s "^our Acree 3 ?. £4 
5. T^itchin's Six Acres 4 3 17 ' 

6. Ham Six Acres 4 3 10 
7. Gobbler's Ham Ste Acres 1 2 35 
8. Eastern Ham 7 1 £7 
9. Sreat Ham 7 0 3£ • • 

The i s o l a t i o n provided by the ^ied^ea nade 
experii^entp possible. Hovever, the c a p i t a l necessary f o r 
t h i s vas not a l ^ y s f o r thcoming, therefore methods d i d not 
improve r i t h r e v o l u t i o n a r y r a p i d i t y . (*<) 7e have seen t h i s 

the case of machinery and implements, neither B i l l i n ^ . s l e ^ 
1797 nor Acland i n 1851 i s s a t i s f i e d \ . i t h the General 
;ress. B i l l i n ' ^ s l e y says t l i a t the produc'e of the arable 

could be increased by one t h i r d . (*3) 

*1 'T'aken from a Private Act of l a r l i a r j e n t knovn at T^, n-'̂ -
\ c t ' 1799" - . i n "order to e f f e c t an erchan^e r . i t h an estate 

A 
i n rrioucester - Schedule B of the Act. 
T o t a l Acreage; 44a.lr.29p. 
'Tross Yearly Rent; £141 
Deductions: land Tax £3, Hepairs £7, T o t a l £10 
Present Annual Value (1799) s £131 
Clear Annual Value i f nov: l e t t ( s i c ) : £119/7/-

*2 This p o i n t i s taken up again under A g r i c u l t u r a l "a^-es 
*3 B i l l i n c s l e y p.313 

m 

i n 
•or 0,'̂: 



The f i r s t evidence of improvements can be found i n It l a r s h a l l . Ke 

o f t e n noted the growing of t u r n i p s . He saw too "many wheat stubbles 

turned under - an evidence of the forward state of husbandry." 

There were also "clean f a l l o w s and good clover." Yet the existence 

of a good deal of f a l l o w - "many fal l o w s f o r wheat are seen" -

warns us t h a t s c i e n t i f i c r o t a t i o n s had not been developed. Nor was 

the farming alvra,ys good. At Langport there was " f o u l bad husbandry 

- couch and t h i s t l e s , " and a t Shepton M a l l e t " f o u l wheat stubble" 

which he explained by lamenting that " d a i r y men are bad arable 

farmers." 

Very l i t t l e land i n the Korth and East of the county v/as 

s u i t a b l e f o r b a r l e y but B i l l i n g s l e y s t r o n g l y advises the growing 

of beans. He says t h a t they should be grown i n rows running Sl'orth 

and South,and t h a t they sh u l d bo hoed twice. He advocates t u r n i p s 

too and says t h a t at l e a s t 25^ oS. the crop shpuld be swedes. But 

he advocates the growing of potatoes even more str o n g l y . ( * 1 ) He i s 

pleased to see t h a t t h i s crop i s becoming increa s i n g l y popular. 

Many parishes are alEeady,in 1797,growing -50 acres of potatoes and 

each acre y i e l d s anything from 50 to 120 sacks.. They are sold a t 

pri,ces ranging from 4/- to 7/- per sack. They were grovm e i t h e r by 

d r i l l i n g , w h i c h was the best method,or i n beds 5 fe e t wide drained 

by 3 f o o t d i t c hes. B i l l i n g s l e j - recommended t h a t they should be 

manured w i t h horse dung. He said t h a t when the crop had been dug, 

the potatoes should be stored i n p i t s . 

The problem of manure was o n e / B i l l i n g s l e y ' s chief Concerns. 

He attached great importance to the b i g deposits of marl which he 

said were found i n Worth Somerset near Midsjmmer Norton (*2) and 

which could be e x t r a c t e d from shafts at a cost of 8d. per ton. He 

claimed t h a t the value of the land v/here marl had been applied 

had increased from 3/6 per acre to £l/ll/6, and th a t i t s e f f e c t s 

would l a s t f o r f i f t e e n or twenty years. He stressed the value of 

lime and claimed t h a t i t had not been s u f f i c i e n t l y recognised. I t s 

advantages were- t h a t i t made grass gnb'W sweet and th a t i t a t t r a c t e d 

and held valuable p r o p e r t i e s from., other manures, thus making them go 
twice as f a r . 
¥T-HTITTngsTey-p7XI5 
*2 I b i d p.132 



He d e a l t too w i t h animal and vegetable manures v^hich should be 

spread c a r e f u l l y on the land. 

I n the Mendips the chief drav/back to good farming was 

lack of b u i l d i n g s . His p r i n c i p l e s f o r the management of farms there 

were based on a l t e r n a t e lime,dung,and sheep-fold w i t h the f o l l o w i n g 

r o t a t i o n s l.Oats; 2,Vetches;Turnips; 3 , O a t s ; A r t i f i c i a l Grass; 4, 5, 

and 6, A r t i f i c i a l Grass (the f o u r t h year f o r mowing and the f i f t h 

f o r f e e d i n g ) , 

On the c*lfl.y s o i l s of the North East he found that the 

usual p r a c t i c e was; 1,Beans ;2.Fallov;;3.Wheat ;4.Oats ;5.Oats ;and Grass. 

He d i d not l i k e t h i s r o t a t i o n much and recommended instead: 

1.Beans ;2.T/heat;3.Winter Fallow and A r t i f i c i a l Grass 

or:1.Teazles ;2.Wheat;3.Beans;4.Oats. 

For the r i c h e r lands of the North East on the stone brash 

where there was abundance of marl,he recommended:1.2.and3. Wheat; 

4,Barley and Clover;5.Clover; w h i l s t f or the red earth there he 

recomraenddd:1.Oats ;2.Summer Fa|low;3.'Yheat ;4.and 5.Oats ;6.Oats and 

Grass Seed. 

The treatment necessary f o r the Blackdown area where 

there were clay soils,was: 1.Fallow and Manure w i t h 10 c a r t loads of 

dung and 60 to 80 bushels of lime to the acre ;2.Y/heat ;3.Beans ;4. 

Barley;5.and6,Clover;7,Wheat, (*1) 

I n order to add v a r i e t y to these schemes he recommends: 

1,Peas;2,Vetches f o r feedibg w i t h preparation f o r Turnips by using 

lime and sheep-fold;3,Barley and A r t i f i c i a l Grass; - on l i g h t s o i l s ; 

and on heavy s o i l s : 1,Beans;2.Spring Fallow - manure -Cabbages; 
3.Oats and A r t i f i c i a l Grass. 

I n 1851 the r o t a t i o n s used on heavy s o i l s were 
s i m i l a r to those advocated by B i l l i n g i s l e y : 1 .Beans ;2.Wheat; 
3.Winter Tares and Rape ;4.^Tieat ;5,Swedes ,Turnips,Mangolds and Potato 

-es 
6.Barley,Clover and Grass Seeds; 7. and 8. Clover. 
On the red lands there was the f o l l o w i n g rotation:1.Beans;2.Wheat; 
3.Vetches ;Bar ley;5.Grass . (*2) 

One of B i l l i n g s l e y ' s chief c r i t i c i s m s of the arable 

management i n the North East i s t h a t i n many d i s t r i c t s turniips 
l i t t l e known so t h a t there was constant recourse to f a l l o w . (-̂ 3) 

- • -• 3 l\C\ were 
If *1 See Bixxiub^-^^-' ^ ., . , , , 
- ^ V n i p s were for b i d d e n c e r t a i n l e a s e s ^ ^ h i s would bepe^ture) 

xe J i i i u w i i -

UXi^:Sr^;:^^5i57:577i79 aOS ;305 ;304.-.^SAolandp. *0 



7.'A 

I n the Middle District,however ,he exclaims:."These are enlightened 
farmers."(*1) Turnips were grown on a large scale and a common 

r o t a t i o n was:l.Wheat;2,Turnips ;3.Barley;4.Clover; Peas and Beans; 

5.Wheat. 

A great deal of B i l l i n g s l e y ' s work was concerned w i t h arable 
f o r 25^ of the e n t i r e acreage of the couiity v-ra-s under c u l t i v a t i o n . 
His s c i e n t i f i c e x p o s i t i o n of the obstacles to be overcome and the 
p r i n c i p l e s to be fol l o w e d was a conscious attempt to break the 
t r a d i t i o n a l view t h a t 'anyone could be a farmer.' I t was p a r t of 
the o l d t r a d i t i o n t h a t farming meant wheat-grovdng. Since the county 
had long since ceased to r a i s e "grain s u f f i c i e n t f o r i t s 
consumption" there was a permanent in c e n t i v e to b r i n g more acres 
under c u l t i v a t i o n f o r wheat. The War w i t h the famine of 1801 and' 
the long years during which wheat sold a t an average price of over 
lOO/- per quarter made t h i s course seem p r o f i t a b l e . A f t e r 1815 
the l e g i s l a t u r e gave the wheat farmer an a r t i f i c i a l stimulus. 

^^1 p. 219 



([.IMPROVED jJBTHODS;PASTURE 
Yet B i l l i n g s l e y saw c l e a r l y the true l i n e s along which 

Somerset farming would make permanent progress. He declares b o l d l y 
t h a t " d a i r y farmers pay t h e i r r e n t more pun c t u a l l y than corn-farmers."*] 
Here and there h i s advice v/as understood and v/e hear of clergymen 
opposing enclosures on the grounds t h a t the f i e l d s would be converted 
to pasture and t i t h e s would s u f f e r . At H u n t s p i l l the Enclosure Act (180C 
contained a clause p r o v i d i n g f o r compensation to the Rector i n cases 
where there was a change to pasture. The compensation v/as to take the 
form of a "Corn Rent" equivalent to 1 1/3 bushels per acre. 

There were three types of gi^assland i n Somerset. (̂ (.2) 
On the prime grassland heavy pen a l t i e s ?/ere imposed to prevent the 
tenant from s p o i l i n g the land e i t h e r by pasturing i t w i t h milch cows 
or by breaking i t up. This land was capable of f a t t e n i n g one bullock 
per acre followed by two sheep. At the other end of the scale was 
land which was e i t h e r ©onstantly mown f o r hay or which was simply 
l a i d down f o r grass a f t e r over-croppirg i n t i l l a g e - land vhich 
Marshall c a l l e d "the temporary l e y , " The greater p o r t i o n of the 
grassland however .belonged to the second class :dairy land.(-«-3) 
The d h i e f product of the d a i r y farms was cheese.On the average 30 
cows could produce one Cheddar Cheese (-̂  cwt.) per day and each cow 
re q u i r e d 3 acres. The p r i c e of cheese 7/hich B i l l i n g S l S y i n 1797 
c a l l e d "the present enormous pr i c e of 6d,per l b . " had r i s e b to 7-̂ d. 
by 1848 and was s t i l l 7d.in 1851. The chief drawbacks of the average 
cheese-farmer were t h a t he allowed the women to do a l l the hard v;ork 
t h a t he d i d not bother to keep h i s ditches c l e a r , t h a t he o f t e n l e f t 
the cows out dioring the w i n t e r , t h a t he d i d not take the trouble to 
graw any r o o t crops,and t h a t he suffered from, lamentable lack, of 
b u i l d i n g s . (•'<-4) 

I n w r i t i n g of the Estern Area of the coug;ty (the Mendips) 
B i l l i n g s l e y says:"The s o i l of these h i l l s .. could not f a i l of 
being productive i n a l l seasons." He then proceeds to consider how 
the u n s a t i s f a c t o r y standard of production here might best be rai s e d . 
His advice to the landovmer i s simply:"Provide a l l necessary 
b u i l d i n g s . " His advice to the actual farmers i s t h r e e f o l d : 
f i r s t , " G r o w l i t t l e of corn and t h a t l i t t l e i n the highest 



p e r f e c t i o n ; " second,"Have a great breadth of turnips,cabbages,and 

other a r t i f i c a l s ; " t h i r d , " M a i n t a i n a great stock." These p r i n c i p l e s 
made when 

were kgcsK* EK the p r i c e s of 6/- per bushel f o r wheat and 2/6 f o r 
oats were being paid. But the advice was not taken. "Mendip enclosures 
were made under the temptation of war p r i c e s " and "the farmers grew 
oats without nanure as long as the land would bear i t . " (*1) When 
the land was exhausted the enclosures ¥;ere " l a i d down i n grass to 
r e s t . " Fourteen or f i f t e e n years l a t e r "the land was l e t at £1 an 
acre to poor men who breast-ploughed i t and took a crop of potatoes; 
the farmer was thus enabled to get a. succession of oat crops i n 
a l t e r n a t e years." The lamentable lack of b u i l d i n g s of which 
B i l l i n g s l e y had complained had not been remedied during the f i f t y 
years which followed and i n 1851 we hear that "dairy farmers are i n 
the worst p o s i t i o n , f o r they liave often no b u i l d i n g s at a l l f o r t h e i r 
c a t t l e . " ( * 2 ) 

Acland considered the Western Area the most advanced i n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l methods but he was not s a t i s f i e d w i t h the progress 
which had been made:"The general average of farming even i n t h i s 
d i s t r i c t , c a n n o t be s t a t e d to be high." There were a few well-managed 
farms near W i l l i t o n , B i s h o p ' s Lydeard.Nether Stowey,Cannington,and 
Wellington.(*3) B i l l i n g s l e y had said t h a t i n the Middle D i s t r i c t 
"Natural meadows and pastures are kept i n high co n d i t i o n and t h e i r 
a r t i f i c i a l grasses may vie w i t h any i n the kingdom." (*4) But 
Acland's summary of conditions i n the middle area was not very 
favourable:"Population i s large,perhaps redundant;wages are low, 
poor r a t e s are high." He made a special plea f o r the growth of 
f l a x i n t h i s area. 

The methods of management which produced the amazing 
r e s u l t s quoted by Acland (see above) were based upon much heavier 
dressings of lime than B i l l i n g s l e y had advocated.(*5) The treatment 
of a peat bog was f i r s t the l a y i n g of deep drains a t a cost of £5 
to £9/10/- per acre,followed by two deassings of lime at the r a t e 
of 100 bushels per acre,with "the growing of t u r n i p crops. Old grass 

*lAcland p.73 * 2 I b i d p.90 ^3 I b i d p.41 *4 B i l l i n g s l e y p.220 
*5 Acland p.13 



f i e l d s were t r e a t e d w i t h a t r i e n n i a l dressing of lime,50 bushels per 

ere,and were renovated by the sowing of new. seed,and by r o l l i n g 

t h a spiked r o l l e r . The use of superphosphate of lime had produced 

g r e a t l y improved crops of t u r n i p s (*1) 

a 
vri 

*1 Acland p. 15 



1̂ , IMPROVED METHODS :STOCK ' (g_) QO^S 
- I t i s r e f r e s h i n g t o hear from Marshall t h a t the cows were good: 
the West of England breed i n the ?/est,Gloucestshires and a Middle-
horned v a r i e t y i n the East.He speaks of the "good Somerset oxen" 
of Tainton Vale,"dark blood red," and of the sheet cows near 
Shepton M a l l e t . "Asheet cow resembles a red cow of North 
Devonshire or West Somerset w i t h a white sheet tlirown over her 
b a r r e l : her head,neck, shoulders, and hind parts being uncovered." 
Only near Somerton d i d he see " i l l - f o r m e d cows." 

B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t the cows i n the Mendips were chosen 
c h i e f l y f o r m i l k i n g and were of the short-horned v a r i e t y . Farmers 
di d not f o l l o w Bakewell and his d i s c i p l e s i n the North who bred 
long-hornff and only kept them f o r s i x years f o r da i r y purposes. 
The Somerset farmer milked h i s cow f o r ten years or more, (*1) 
Fat stock from the Middle D i s t r i c t was sold i n London,Salisbury, 
and B r i s t o l . The c h i e f breed of cows used f o r grazing was the 
Devonshire b r e e d . " A l l the graziers of t h i s county are p a r t i a l to 
the red oxen of Somerset and Devon." (*2) I n the South '.Vestern 
area too cows were c h i e f l y North Devons. 

Acland t e l l s us t h a t "the q u a l i t y and q u a n t i t y of the water-
meadow (was) the prime consideration i n f i x i n g the r e n t " o f a farm. 
On the improved grassland stock-breeding had taken b i g s t r i d e s 
c h i e f l y through the improvement of the North Dejsronshire breed 
of cows. During the Napoleonic Wars "war prices tempted many 
farmers to s e l l t h e i r best b u l l s and cows out of the d i s t r i c t .. 
good animals were becoming scarce and the breed generally going 
back." (*^ Francis Quartly of Molland Botreaux noticed t h i s 
tendency and q u i e t l y bought up good stock. His estate became the 
f o u n t a i n head of the North Devonshire breed and the farmers of 
West Somerset owe him a debt of g r a t i t u d e because he pursued 
such a f a r - s i g h t e d policy.Meanwhile the p o l i c y of holding c a t t l e 
shows i n order to improve the q u a l i t y of f a t - s t o c k d i d not begin 
u n t i l 1831 when the f i r s t show i n the West was held a t r^xeter. 

*1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.142 ^ 2 I b i d p. 241-242 *3 Acland p.8 

-x-4 Acland p.20 



w 
(b) Sheep 

A l l the sheep _which Marshall saw were of a horned v a r i e t y . 

He expresses no opinion on t h e i r value,although on the Blackdowns 

he c a l l s them "an aukward half-horned breed." 

I n \'vriting of the North Eastern area B i l l i n g s l e y t e l l s 

us t h a t George I I I had presented a f i n e Spanish ram to the Bath 

s o c i e t y and t h a t a nevi breed " bad f a i r to exceed" the native 

breeds. But he makes no comment on the r e s u l t s , p r e f i e r r i n g to 

wai t " . i m t i l f u r t h e r t r i a l has been made and experience has 

confirmed t h e i r s u p e r i o r i t y . " (*1) The chief trouble i n the 

Mendips,as "elsewhere,was foot-ro't. I n the Middle D i s t r i c t 

preference f o r Dorsetshire sheep had given way i n favour of the 

" p o l l e d " breed of South Somerset. "These sheep are bred i n the 

neighbourhood of Dulverton,Bampton,and Wiveliscombe." "They are 

T/ell made,yield a large shear of wool,and f a t quickly;but they 

might i n my opinion be g r e a t l y improved by a cross with"the 

L e i c e s t e r s . " ( * 2 ) I n h i s second e d i t i o n B i l l i n g s l e y t e l l s us th a t 

great improvement had been made between 1794 and 1797. I n 

Taunton Deane the sheep were Dor sets and "the d a i r y farmers are 

accustomed to take i n sheep to keep during the wLinter - and the 

Dorsetshire f l o c k s are g r e a t l y improved by t h i s custom." {"^Z) 

I n the remainder of the South Western area the ?;ere two 

v a r i e t i e s of sheep. F i r s t the native breed,without horns,which 

gave good wool and good meat. Second,the small horned v a r i e t y , 

" c a l l e d Exmoor sheep",which were kept as cheaply as possible 

on the h i l l s f o r the sale of t h e i r f l e e ces. " I t i s the opinion 

of many sensible farmers t h a t they are altogether a p r o f i t a b l e 

stock."(*4)These horned sheep were s t i l l prevalent i n 1851.(*5) 

They were c h i e f l y the Exmoor and Porlock breeds. I t was the 

custom to gather them a l l f o r s o r t i n g and shearing on the 20th 

of June. The chief advantage of t h i s breed was t h a t they could 

be l e f t to graze i n the h i l l s so t h a t the cost of feeding was 

n e g l i g i b l e . E v e r y f o u r t h or f i f t h year they were brought i n to 

grass.They were also used to eat o f f the grass a t the f a l l , and 

to tread i n the young wheat e a r l i e r i n the year. The weight of 

f l e s h which they produced was 11 or 12 pounds per quarter f o r 



the ordinary breeds,16 to 18 pounds f o r improved v a r i e t i e s , w h i l s t 

sheep bred i n the Bridgwater Marshes yielded as much as 24 pounds. 

The objections to the horned sheep were considerable. F i r s t , t h e y 

were l e f t i n the open a l l H±gM the time and were l i a b l e to get 

the scab. Second,this l i f e meant t h a t they were very r e s t l e s s and 

were con s t a n t l y breaking hedges and fences. L a s t l y , they were 

d i f f i c u l t to f a t t e n . But by 1851,farmers had discovered that they 

could improve the breed enormously by crossing Bamptons w i t h 

L e icester rams. (•''•I) 

*1 Acland P o l 9 



Marshall gives no aac.ount of pig-farmingjbut near the end of 
h i s notes on Somerset he saj'^s: "Somerset appears s t i l l to persevere 
i n the o l d T^.hite breed," as though wishing to i n d i c a t e that p i g -
farming was not progressive. y^Je learn from B i l l i n g s l e y t h a t pigs 
were of four kinds( * l ) :-native white; Berkshires ('blacJc and white) 
Chinese (J);and a 'mixed breed'. Ke says "experiments are wanting 
to a s c e r t a i n t h e i r p e r f e c t i o n . " There were no serious attempts 
to igiprove pig-farming i n the county u n t i l a- fev/ years before 
1851 vfhen Essex and Berkshire breeds were introduced. 

B i l l i n g s l a y p. 149 



(d) General Considerations 
B i l l i n g s l e y suimnarises h i s "advice under nineteen h e a d s ( * l ) : -

1. Enclose a l l Wastes and Common F i e l d s ; 

2. Plant trees on exposed h i l l s ; 

3. Apply manure l i l o e r a l l y ; 
4. Use a regular r o t a t i o n of crops; 
5. Enlarge the upland corn farms; 
6. Improve stock "by j u d i c i o u s s e l e c t i o n ; 
7. Use oxen r a t h e r than horses ;(*2) 

8. Improve the roads; 
9. Use improved implements; 

10. Sow e a r l y i n exposed s i t u a t i o n s ; 

11. Destroy vermin; 
12. Introduce t h r e s h i n g machines; 
13. S e l l unmalted corn by weight; 

14. Grant long leases; 
15. Sow more s a i n f o i n on the stone "brash; 

16; R o l l grassland annually; 
17. Set peas and "beans i n l i n e s (North to South) and hoe twice; 

18. 2^% of t u r n i p s should he swedes; 

19. Grass should be considered the ultimate improvement of land 

. i n the "Western part of' the county. 

The general advice which Acland o f f e r s f o r the improvement of 

a g r i c u l t u r e i n the county as a whole,reveals weaknesses which 

had been l e f t without remedy since B i l l i n g s l e y ' s time. Indeed 

he acknowledges t h a t B i l l i n g s l e y ' s advice was s t i l l the best f o r 

the Somerset farmer to f o l l o w . ( * 3 ) Both Sturge and Acland agree 

t h a t the amount of a g r i c u l t u r a l produce f o r the county was too 

small. Too much farming was being c a r r i e d on w i t h i n s u f f i c i e n t 

c a p i t a l . There had been no improvement i n the management of 

d a i r y farming, and the account given by B i l l i n g s i e y i n 1797 

would be equally applicable i n 1851,with the single exception 

* I B i l l i n g s l e y p. 297 
^̂ 2 Oxen were p r i n c i p a l l y used near Taunton. 
•x-3 Acland p. 108 



t h a t cows were kept i n sheds during the winter i n some parts of the 

county i n 1851. (-x-l) Figures given by B i l l i n g s l e y and by Acland 

Speak f o r themselves; 

1797 • 1851 

Average cheese per cow: 4^ cwt 4 cwt 

Average land per cow: 2 i acres 2^ to 3 acres. 

There i s one point i n connection w i t h arable farming which i s 

worth n o t i c i n g . The grovdng of teazels had formerly provided the 

Somerset farmer w i t h a high r a t e of remuneration and B i l l i n g s l e y 

t h o u g h t * i t worth h i s while to give an analysis of the advantages 

and disadvantages of t h e i r c u l t i v a t i o n - an analysis which was, on 

the whole, i n t h e i r favour. Nevertheless the c u l t i v a t i o n of teazels 

•was d e c l i n i n g i n h i s day f o r the very good reason tha t the demand 

f o r teazels was f a l l i n g o f f - and not because farmers were a f r a i d 

to take the r i s k of obt a i n i n g a good crop. As the i n d u s t r i a l 

processes of the North began to include carding machines and wire 

combs,the demand f o r teazels declined. Teazels were c e r t a i n l y i n 

use f o r many years to come but by 1851 many d i s t r i c t s i n Somerset 

found ths-t the c u l t i v a t i o n of teazels was no longer a p r o f i t a b l e 

s i d e - l i n e . ( * 2 ) 
The c u l t i v a t i o n of potatoes which had been advocated by 

B i l l i n g s l e y had been a p r o f i t a b l e source of income u n t i l the 
disease set i n (1846) but i t had had one very bad e f f e c t farming 
i n the county by leading to the exhaustion of the land i n places 
where i t was i n t e n s i v e l y p r a c t i s e d . (*3) OS the other hand i t had 
had a ?/holesome s o c i a l e f f e c t because i t l a d given the labourer 
a chance to improve h i s standard of l i f e . 

Both Sturge and Acland agree on the need f o r some form 
of " t e n o n t - r i g h t " i n order to encourage the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
improvements. The only example of t h i s s o r t of t h i n g i n the county 
i n 1851 was to be found at North Petherton where the Farmers' 
Club had adopted Gabriel Poole's Plan by which permanent 
improvements were to be turned i n t o a terminable annuity.(*4) 



By 1851 i t was obvious t h a t the i n f e r i o r grasslands ought to 

be broken up,but very l i t t l e had been done i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

B i l l i n g s l e y ' s advice t h a t the c u l t i v a t i o n of t u r n i p s should be g r e a t l y 

increased was repeated by Acland.whilst Sturge (*1) says tha t the 
growing of r o o t crops - the basis of improvement of arable management -
"has been l i t t l e practised,more e s p e c i a l l y on the cWy s o i l s . " He also 
complains of the s t u p i d i t y of many farmers i n neglecting to c o l l e c t 
and use manure. The smallness of many enclosures r e s u l t e d i n waste 
of time through the great nu®ber of turns necessary i n ploughing. {•'̂ 2) 

King^s Sedgemoor i n 1851 " i s f o r the most part under c u l t i v a t i o 
-n 

and very bad t h a t c u l t i v a t i o n i s . " (-x-S) . The management v/as too 
predatory. The land was prepared by breast-plough and burning,at a 
cost of about 11/6 an acre. The Sedgemoor rmer then proceeded to 
grow wheat,oats,potatoes and "beans u n t i l t h ^ a n d would bear no more. 
He then planted clo v e r . One of h i s c l i i e f d i f f i c u l t i e s was the distance 
of h i s house from h i s h o l d i n g . Another was the tedious journey i n 
t r a n s p o r t i n g produce to the h i l l s . The land on the moor was subject 
to weed and "Garrett's horse-hoe does not seem to have found i t s 
way i n t o the moor yet."(-'<-4) 

I n s p i t e of t h i s c r i t i c i s m , t h e enclosure of Pang's Sedgemoor 

s one of the biggest steps i n a g r i c u l t u r a l progress i n the county. 

_ _ f o r e enclosure,the land on the moor was not worth more than 10/-

an acre. B i l l i n g s l e y estimated t h a t a f t e r enclosure i t would be'' 

worth 35/- and according to Sturge himself i n 1851 " t h i s estimate 

has been f u l l y borne out by the r e s u l t . " (^5) Acland thought th a t 

stone roads must be l a i d before any f u r t h e r improvements CD u l d be 

made i n the d i s t r i c t . 

wa 
Be 

*1 I b i d p.l64;*2 I b i d p.167; *3 I b i d p.56; *A I b i d p.57; *5 I b i d 
p.129 

B i l l i n g s l e y ' s estimate was p r e t t y shrewd,for he wrote j u s t a f t e r 
the passing of the o r i g i n a l Act (which protiided f o r the Drain and 
f o r a l l o c a t i o n of the moor to the various parishes concerned) before 
the neighbouring parishes had obtained t h e i r own Acts which brought 
the a c t u a l enclosure of the land concerned. 



p. 

I EXPENSE OF ENCLOSURE . 

B i l l i n g s l e y estimates the average expenses to be met i n an 

enclosure under three i t e m s ( * l ) : -

1. Expenses under the Act and the Award: £2/l0/- (per acre) 

2. Hedges £l/- /- ( " " ) 

3. B u i l d i n g s £2/l0/- ( " " ) 

This makes the apparently high t o t a l of £6 per acre.Since the Act 

of 1801 makes £5 the maximum charges which might be claimed as the 

r e s u l t of an enclosure,£6 appears to be very high.Yet B i l l i n g s l e y 

was an ardent advocate of enclosure and would not be l i k e l y to 

over-state the cost. I t i s the t h i r d item which makes a l l the' 

d i f f e r e n c e to the estimate. He i s so i n s i s t e n t d).n the need f o r 

b u i l d i n g s to improve a g r i c u l t u r e t h a t he i s bound to include cost 

of b u i l d i n g s i n h i s estimate. The £5 maximum of the 1801 Act was 

not designed to include t h i s a d d i t i o n a l cost. B i l l i n g s l e y himself 

does not iffge i t f o r holdings of less than 100 acres,so t h a t h i s 

estimate when applied to small or medium sized holdings would 
amount to £3/l0/-. 

B i l l i n g s l e y ' s examples are often taken as £.2/10/- f o r an 

upland enclosure ,£3/-/- f o r a lowland enclosui^e and £5 f o r King's 

Sedgemoor.(*2) This can be very misleading,for i n each case the 

f i g u r e s include h i s estimate of the cost of fencing and d i t c h i n g 

the a l l o t m e n t s ( i . e . they include both items one and two). The 

f i r s t item includes only the f o l l o w i n g expenses: 
800 acres 800 acres 

Act 
Roads ( i . e . p u b l i c ) 
Bridges 
Commissioners 
Clerk 
Surveyor 
Awar d ( l e ga1 char ge s) 

' I n t e r e s t on money'borrowed 
P r i n t e r s 
P e t t y Expenses 
Land purchased 

TOTAL 

lowland upland 
510 £ 300 
450 350 
140 56 
200 200 
60 80 

140 80 
110 - -25 35 

1200 acres 
K.Sedgemoor 

£ 1628/15/-
15418/2/8 

4314/7/8 
1215/19/-
908/12/6 

1160 
3239/4/11 
362/6/3 
575/11/1 

2801/4/11 
31624/4/8 

£2/11/3 1635 1101 
Cost per acre £2/-/l0|^ £1/7/6 
I n the case of King's Sedgemoor,however,the allotments to 

i n d i v i d u a l p r Q p i i e t o r s _ w e r e not g i v e n e f f e c t u n t i l the various 

*1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.73 
*2 e.g. i n the Hammonds:Village Labourer 



parishes obtained t h e i r own Enclosure Acts. This makes i t 

impossible to give the true f i g u r e . 

I n Somerset t h i s f i r s t item of expenditure was met by 
the sale of l a n d . ( * l ) By adding the prices of sale p l o t s i n cases 
where they are given i n the Awards i t i s possible to a r r i v e a t 
f i g u r e s which are a t any ±ate a rough guide e.g. (*2) 

1. North Petherton (1798) 
Area enclosed: 1466 acres 
Cost £7950 

Cost per acre: £5/8/6 
2. C h i l t o n i n Moorlinch (1801) 

Area enclosed: 620 acres 
Cost £1805 

Cost per acre: £2/18/3 

3. Stoke St.Gregory,Worth Curry,and Curry R i v a l (1816) 

Area enclosed: 3000 acres 
Cost £2365 
Cost per acre: £-/l5/9 

4. Portishead (1823) 
Area enclosed; 611 acres 
Cost £2050 
Cost per acre: £3/7/-

Phelps (*3) says t h a t ths enclosure of Westbury Commons (1791) 
was for•841 acres and cost £3095,which would give an average 
of £3/13/7 per acre. On the other hand he gives no d e t a i l s . ( * 4 ) 

The cost of the f i r s t charges then,was as low as 15/9 
i n one case,and as h i g h as £5/8/6 i n another. Three of the eight 
examples given were below B i l l i n g s l e y ' s estimate and f i v e were 
above i t . £3 per acre would appear to be nearer the aakk.. 

Since these charges were met by the sale of land,the 

small landovmer was not compelled to f i n d a cash payment e i t h e r 

* 1 At Doulting~and~Stoke~Lane (1775) a £ r a t e was levied,but 
I have not come across any other example. 

-»<-2 "Rough" because a l l the Acts make elaborate p r o v i s i o n f o r 
.cases i n which the amount r a i s e d i n t h i s manner should be 
e i t h e r too much or too l i t t l e . T h e Awards do not show anything 

*3 Phelps 11.183 f u r t h e r . 
*4 He may'have included cost of fencing - but he does not say so. 



^or a f t e r r e c e i v i n g h i s allotments He would therefore f e e l the 
incidence of the change much less than i f a £ r a t e had been 
substituted.Provided t h a t he had been gi-5ren a f a i r allotment 
and t h a t the land f o r expenses had been honestly sold,he was 
not 'going to be driven out of h i s holding as a r e s u l t of the 
f i r s t item on the b i l l . 

The prices paid f o r sale p l o t s i n the Awards are generally 
oft e n 

araaaingly good and since the commissioners were Hsmiljc given 
the option by the Act of s e l l i n g e i t h e r by auction or by p r i v a t e 
sale,they must have dealt w i t h t h i s important matter i n a p u b l i c -
s p i r i t e d way .According to B i l l i n g s l e y 700 acres v^ere sold to 
cover the cost of the King's Sedgemoor Act.This gives an average 
sale p r i c e of over £45 an acre,which i s rather more than h i s 
estimate of the improved value of the land.(-*l) Similar prices 
were paid by the C i t y of B r i s t o l f o r sale l o t s at Portishead i n 
1823: £125 f o r 3 acres ;£340 f o r 8 acres ;£280 f o r 7 acres ;£350 
f o r 8 acres.They paid much higher rates f o r small p l o t s which 
they needed: £37 f o r 29 perches ;£24 f o r 2 roods ;£68 f o r 1 rood 
17 perches,-£84 f o r 1 rood 25 perches. At ^7est Lydford (1827) 
18 acres of arable fetched £8131 At Long Sutton (1812) no land 
was sold f o r less than £60 an acre,and some of i t r e a l i s e d over 
£100.At North Petherton (1798) the average price was £59 an acre. 

There- i s an instance of. bad f a v o u r i t i s m at Keinton 
Mandeville (1810) where only two l o t s were sold by auction. 
•The f i r s t lot,l^ acres of arable was sold f o r £80,and the second, 
19 i acres of pasture,for £38/13/-.Then three l o t s of arable were 
sold p r i v a t e l y One l o t of 1 ^ acres was sold f o r £18/12/- and 
another of 1 acre f o r £15/15/- w h i l s t the t h i r d l o t of 16 acres 
was given away f o r £16/5/-I 

At Wiveliscombe • (1830) however,141 acres were sold to 

cover the cost of enclosing 340 acres of comnonl^z) 

The second item,£l per acre f o r the er e c t i o n of hedges, 

i S ' more d i f f i c u l t to f o l l o w . 

*1 35/- per acre at 25 years purchase i . e . £43/15/-
^Ce flktJ j»,'^t? ^ 9lf ^or other fX**K}'lc4 U^^^i^ms W €̂l/S^£.;i3 6 f . 



I n both the 800 acre enclosures B i l l i n g s l e y gives £850 (or 
£1/1/3 per acre) as the cost o f " s u b d i v i s i o n " but he estimates 
the cost of King's Sedgemoor at £28000,which means £2/6/8 an 
acre. He estimates the cost of p l a n t i n g 20 f e e t of quickset 
hedge a t 7/7.(*1) This would cost more than £1 an acre f o r 
small enclosures,and the ersection of a p r o t e c t i v e r a i l would 
r a i s e the cost s t i l l more. The smallholder could perform the 
labour himself and save 1/4 on every 20 f e e t but even so the• 
i n i t i a l cost of 3/- would mean £3/3/- f o r 420 f e e t . The only 
other p o s s i b i l i t y was to save the cost of the dead hedges for 
p r o t e c t i n g the young plants by gathering materials on the 
cpmmon.If t h i s were possible i t would mean a saving of 2/5 
on every 20 f e e t : leaving only 9d f o r the 80 plants required. 

Unfortunately there are no ©oncrete examples to 
support these suggestions. The Awards do not even give the 
cost of enclosing glebeland at the general expense. At 
"Wiveliscombe however,in 1830,the Commissioner,Young Sturge, 
awarded two p l o t s of 1 rood 17 perches and 20 perches to the 
Overseers, They were to be fenced a t the common cost and 
Jacob P.Sturge,the Surveyor ,\7as given £10 to do i t l ' ^ 2 . 

I n a.nj case,the small-holder without c a p i t a l could 
always borrow. Some of the Acts l i m i t t h i s power. Before 1800 
i t was o f t e n r e s t r i c t e d to 40/- per acre (e.g. Horsington, 
7/incanton and Mapperton 1769). A f t e r 1801 presumably the 
f i g u r e of £5 mentioned i n the "Consolidating" Act would 
hold good. At Y7ellington (Act 1816) they could mortgage up 
to t h a t amount .At V/est Lydford (1827) t i t h e s were to be 
redeemed e i t h e r by g i v i n g up land or money. jaHl^fSome 
p r o p r i e t o r ^ a n t e d to give up l a n d ( ^ . C h a f f e y - 26 acres of 
pasture),or r i g h t s of common,but the m a j o r i t y paid cash. 
Certain leaseholders had not enough land and were too poor 
to pay cash.Seventeen of them were described as "yeomen" and 
there were f i v e labourers,a blacksmith,a m i l l e r , a stonecutter, 
a mason,a brewer,and a widow. So the Lord of the Manor, 

^1 The i n i t i a l cost was 4/6: 1/4 labour,2/5 dead hedges, 
9d p l a n t s . He r a i s e d the 7/7 to 8/7 i n the revised 
e d i t i o n p83. 

X 2. ^ee o^eit- ^ blew rlM' 



I.F.Colston,came forward and suffered "considerable deduction 
and diminution of h i s allotment" i n order to meet t h e i r 
o b l i g a t i o n s . A p p a r e n t l y t h i s included both exoneration from 
t i t h e and t h e i r share of the general cost of the Act. An 
"Indenture" between the Commissioners,and the Lord of the 
Manor was drawn up and included i n the Award. The cash value 
involved was s e t t l e d by the Commissioners at the f i g u r e of 
£1549/5/4 and Colston accepted a mortgage on these leasehold 
lands,at 4i^,as s e c u r i t y f o r t h i s ampunt. 



II^PRGCEDDRE UNDER AN.ACT 
' A f t e r the passing of an Enclosure Act the Commissioners 

a r r i v e d i n the d i s t r i c t concerned and preceded to make a 
pr e l i m i n a r y survey of the lands which were to be enclosed. Next 
a map was prepared - unless the one made f o r the•Parliamentary 
B i l l would serve.After t h i s , t h e f i r s t p u b l i c meeting was held so 
th a t p r o p r i e t o r s could inspect the map and point out any e r r o r s . 
Then followed a view of the land f o r the purpose of v a l u a t i o n . 
Next the Commissioners began the long task of preparing the Award. 
F i r s t they decided on the new roads and highways.Then they sold 
lands i n i r d e r to pay o f f the money which had been borrowed ( f o r 
the passing of the Act) and to cover the remainder of the expenses. 
Then they a l l o t t e d t o the Isord of the Kanor a f i x e d proportion of 
the residue. They f i n a l l y considered the claims,which \-.ere lianded 
i n ( i n w i t i n g ) u s u a l l y at t h e i r second meeting. The allotments 
were then made amongst the p r o p r i e t o r s "according to the value of 
t h e i r respective Lands,Eights,and I n t e r e s t s . " 

Commissioners were nClmed i n the .'\cts,after 1801,and were 
u s u a l l y three i n number. I n the e a r l y Acts i t i s possible to 
discover f i v e Commissioners (e.g. Horsington,v^/incanton and 
Mapperton 1769).Amongst the l a t e r Acts there i s often a sole 
Commissioner (e.g. I l c h e s t e r 1810 ;CharIton Horethorn 1815, 
Keinton Mandeville 1810 iLrayton 1817 ;Y.'iveliscombe 1830) Lundry 1819), 
At ^;Jest Lydford (1827) two Comanissioners and an umpii e v.ere appointe( 
- an improvement on the procedure recommended by B i l l i n g s l e j - . (*1) 

For the time being the powers of Coimnissioners were 
despotic. Usually there- was the p o s s i b i l i t y of an appeal to 
Quarter Sessions before t h e i r decisions became f i n a l and 
conclusive.At I l c h e s t e r (1810) p a r t i e s who were d i s s a t i s f i e d were 
to give a month's notice to the Commissioners and to b r i n g 
"a feigned issue" a t the next Assizes a f t e r an i n t e r v a l of thi'ee 
months f o l l o w i n g the p u b l i c a t i o n of the Award. 

The names of several gentlemen become f a m i l i a r to the . 
student of Somerset Awards - Thomas Davis,Arthur B i l l i n g s l e y , ' 
Richard Richardson,Thomas Abraham. Surely these men were 
cons t a n t l y entrusted w i t h Commissioners' powers not that they 
(^1) B i l l i n g s l e y p60 
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might p r o t e c t the s e l f i s h i n t e r e s t s of c e r t a i n large landowners, 
but becfflHse t h e i r experience i n the study of a g r i c u l t u r e made them 
the persons best q u a l i f i e d to carry out Enclosure Acts. 

According to B i l l i n g s l e y (*1) two,Commissioners,one who 
knew the neighbourhood and another who was f a m i l i a r w i t h the 
business d e t a i l s of Enclosure,would be the best combination. There 
can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t B i l l i n g s l e y himself and many other men 
named i n Somerset Acts v/ere capable Commissioners from both these 

p o i n t s of view. 
B i l l i n g s l e y also says (*2) t h a t one b i g ob j e c t i o n to the 

accepted method of Enclosure was that i t was regarded as "a l i t t l e 
system of patronage." "The l o r d of the s o i l , t h e rector,and a few 
of the p r i n c i p a l commoners monopolise and d i s t r i b u t e the appointments'.' 
Unfortunajbely t h i s was i n keeping w i t h comon'practice i n a l l branches 
of the State. Parliament was c o n t r o l l e d by patronage,so was the 
Church,so was the Army. Although the p r i n c i p l e was bad the r e s u l t s 
were not necess a r i l y so. I n any case,most of the Acts a f t e r 1800 
leave the appointments i n the hands of the Commissioners - and so 
a d i f f e r e n t type of patronage began. Thomas Davis (*3) appointed 
hi s son to be h i s c l e r k - but when the f a - ^ r died the landowners 
agreed to make the son Commissioner i n h i s stead. Sturge made h i s 
son Surveyor (*4) - but h i s son was a well-knoTm surveyor i n 
B r i s t o l . The work. ?/as competently done. 

Commissioners were us u a l l y i^aid (*5). £2/2/- f o r every 
day of attendance was the usual fee before 1800. According to 
B i l l i n g s l e y , t h i s meant tha t they had the greatest r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
and tla sscmallest emolimient. (*6) A f t e r 1800 £3/3/- was the usual fee. 
E i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t the payment of fees by the day had the 
use f u l r e s u l t o& speeding up the process of Enclosure because those 
who ^ere i n t e r e s t e d were less l i k e l y to regard the meetings as 
f e s t i v i t i e s which might be pleasantly prolonged.Since publ i c 

etings were always held i n a l o c a l t a v e r n , t h i s was no doubt a 
ious temptation. IJho indeed could have r e s i s t e d the c a l l of 

the "Ti2£ling_Phi2^so£her_;;_J^n_MU^or 
¥r"Billingsley p.' 59 - 60; *2 I b i d p 59; *3 K.Mandeville 1810 
*4 Wiveliscombe 1830; *5 Some Acts do not mention f e e s , I t i s p o s s i b l e 

t h a t these Commissioners v/ere a c t i n g without fees (v.Hammond P.38) 
but t h i s i s u n l i k e l y ( v . B i l l i n g s l e y p.56) - e s p c i a l l y a f t e r 1800. 
*6 B i l l i n g s l e y p.61 '-^y I t Sc<V6<it "^ot '"wo EncloSut^J-Cka^lbow 

me 

ser 



Delay i n executing the Award might be a serious matter. There 
was bound to be a c e r t a i n amount of loss through d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
B ' i l l i n g s l e y thaought the loss might amount to h a l f the expense 
• through a year's delay.(*1) But the remedy was i n the khands of 
the Commissioners.Sometimes elaborate provisions was made to help 
them.The Act of 1801 made i t clear t l i a t they could give possession 
of a l l o t m e n t s before the f i n a l execution of the Award. This clause 
i s repeated i n many of the Som^erset Acts. At ̂ e s t Lydford (1827) 
the Commissioners were expressly d i r e c t e d to award compensation 
f o r loss of crops through the' change-over.They were likewise to 
obtain compensation from owners gaining crops and to award i t to 
those who suff e r e d through being a l l o t t e d exhausted ground which 
was about to l i e f a l l o w . Another clause gave them the r i g h t to 
d i r e c t the course of husbandry during the term of t h e i r Commission. 
The very completeness of the Commissioners' powers gave them the 
means of a v e r t i n g i n j u s t i c e during t h i s period of suspense.(*2) 
I t seems obvious (*3) t h a t the shorter the i n t e r v a l betv;een Act 
and Award,the less the inconvenience to the-farming community. 
On the other hand an Enclosure process which v/as spread over a 
nimber of years might have been d e l i b e r a t e l y delayed so th a t the 
various stages i n the development of the Enclosure might be reached 
at a time of the year when l e a s t o b s t r u c t i o n would occur to hinder 
the normal course of husbandry. I t would obviously be equitable 
to arrange a change of possession during a month v«hen there were 
no crops to be l o s t or gained. The usual causes of delay were,however 
law s u i t s , n e g l e c t of duty by Commissioners,or ob s t r u c t i o n of business 
at p u b l i c m e e t i n g s . B i l l i n g s l e y thought the Award should be completed 
w i t h i n a twelvemonth.Perhaps he was r i g h t - f o r the p o s i t i o n of a 
small holder might be precarious i n an Enclosure of arable i f he 
had l o s t h i s o r i g i n a l holdings through Sale f o r Expenses'- although 
t h i s argument does not hold weight f o r Enclosures of Common. Very 
-few of the Somerset Awards were c a r r i e d out v/ithin a t?;elvemonth. (*4) 
Three years was the usual period.(*5) I n t e r v a l s of greater length 
are unusual.(-^6)At Milborne Port there was an Act of 1803 and 

*1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.56;^2 Hammond p.34 does not appreciate the wisdom of 
powers such as the d i r e c t i o n of husbandry ;*3 c ..f . B i l l i n g s l e y p. 56 

W/veliSeojvvbtf rgM.Jojj/ScP .AcTS i K ^ r « K VoniwUkAwA(?05;KV.CovjKtwHtsfo^YlA)lir. 



î ŴHO Jfflia: TO RECEIVE ALLOTMKNTS? 
I n the case of Enclosure of Arable the a l l o t t e e s v/ere 

obviously the p r o p r i e t o r s i n a c t u a l possession of s t r i p s i n the 

common f i e l d s . 
I n the case of commonable land l i k e I l c h e s t e r Mead ("a 

commonable meadow") allotments depended upon the "respective lands, 
r i g h t s , a n d i n t e r e s t s " of the p r o p r i e t o r s . I n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case 
the "Foreshear" or r i g h t of mowing the meadow belonged to the 
p r o p r i e t o r s of parcels of the Commons and the "Depasturage" or 
r i g h t of " a f t e r - f e e d i n g " belonged to the p r o p r i e t o r s of old 
enclosed lands i n I l c h e s t e r i n pro p o r t i o n to the q u a n t i t y of t h e i r 
o l d enclosed lands. Obviously t h i s was a much more complex problem.*1 

When Commons were being enclosed the a l l o t t e e s were,in the 
words of the Portishead Award (1823),the "owners of estates 
w i t h i n the said Parish,and were,or claimed to b e , e n t i t l e d to and 
ex K e r c i s e d Rights of Common in,to,over,and upon the said commons 
and waste lands," Once the Award was made, i t meant tha t " r i g h t s 
of common and other r i g h t s , s h o u l d cease and be for ever u t t e r l y 
extinguished and abolished." 



'f: 

/4.?QIAT WERE THEY TO RECEIVE? 

Very o f t e n those who could claim lands were to receive 
allotments "according to t h e i r respective lands,rights,and i n t e r e s t s " 
i n v/hich case the. Commissioners had to determine what lands should 
be the equivalent. Their decision might therefore appear to be 
purely a r b i t r a r y . This sris not altogether t r u e . One custom which 
was expressly l a i d down by''several Acts was that the lands to be 
enclosed were valued independently of the Commissioners and were 
c l a s s i f l i e d i n convenient areas according to t h e i r value by c e r t a i n 
" q u a l i t y Men," - e.g. Wi l l i a m R y a l l and Bichard Hasell at Keinton 
Mandeville i n 1810. Another custom was probably common since i t 
provided an easy guage f o r assessing the values of d i f f e r e n t claims 

• although i t i s only prescribed i n one Act - Dundry (1819). Here, 
claimants were to receive lands "according to the amount of t h e i r 
r e spective assessments i n the l a s t rates-made and allowed f o r the 
r e l i e f of the poor." Those who v/ere not so assessed could s t i l l 
enter claims and the Commissioner would "ascertain t h e i r value i n 
such mariner -as he should t h i n k proper," 

There are,however,numerous Acts i n which allotments were 
to be equal i n value and were to go to the holders of "Old Auster 
or Ancient tenements" - "without any regard to the y e a r l y .. value 
of such holdings .. share and share a l i k e . " (Portishead 1823) 

Sometimes there was a compromise between the two methods -
as a t North Petherton (1798) where allotments were equal except 
when lands v/ere assessed a t more than ten s h i l l i n g s to the Drainage 
Rate; and a t Curry R i v e l (Act 1833) where 11/18 of the Enclosures 
were a l l o t t e d i n equal shares and 7/18 to "bodies p o l i t i c and 
c o l l e g i a t e " and to "other persons interested"(presumably larger 
p r o p r i e t o r s ) . 

I t i s made clear i n the m a j o r i t y of Acts t h a t tte new 
allotments passing under p r i v a t e ownership were "to be held i n 
the same manner as the lands and property i n respect of which they 
(were) made." ( I l c h e s t e r 1810), Another way of saying t h i s v/as 
th a t they "enui-e to the same tenure" (Wraxall Act 1813). The 
I l c h e s t e r Award (1810) goes to the trouble of explaining t f e i t 



freeholders would pay the same rents and services ( i f any) and tha t 

. i n the case of leasehold property the reversion would be to the same 

lessor,and t h a t copyhold allotments would be subject to the same 

Fines and Customs. 



17, TEE LORD OF THE MANOR 

I n Somerset the Lord of the Manor received one twe n t i e t h 
p o r t i o n ( i n value - not i n area) of the Commons which were 
a l l o t e d - a f t e r the deduction of lands f o r the expenses of the 
Act. 

There are c e r t a i n exceptions i n which the Lord received 

more than t h i s . At ̂ / e l l i n g t o n (Act 1816) the Duke received one 

eighteenth. At Cheddar (Act 1811) i t was one f i f t e e n t h . At 

\¥iveliscorabe (1830) and a t Milborne Port (1817) the Lord had 

one s i x t e e n t h . 

The areas a c t u a l l y awarded show (very roughly) t h a t these 

proportions were not exceeded. At Dundry (1819) there were 

236 acres of Common and the -L^ord's t w e n t i e t h was a grant of 

7 acres. At Milborne Port the Lord's s i x t e e n t h produced about 

10 acres - something i n the region of 1129 acres were a l l o t t e d 

a l t o g e t h e r but t h i s included a l o t of meadowland,so t l i a t there 

i s , no means of ob t a i n i n g the area of Common. At Moorlinch (.1801) 

there were 220 acres of Common and the " r i g h t of s o i l " y i e l d e d 

6 acres. At Wiveliscombe (1830) Richard Beadon kept h i s 

encroachments but had to pay £77/7.- to the Commissioners f o r 

having thereby exceeded h i s s i x t e e n t h p o r t i o n . At Y/est Lydford 

the Lord got 5-g- acres - but the t o t a l of 400 acres dealt v/ith 

by t h i s Act included a l o t of arable, ^.t I l c h e s t e r (1810) 8-|-

acres were adjudged the equivalent of one tw e n t i e t h of Ilc h e s t e i ' 

Mead (area 195 acre s ) . At Portishead (1823) 14 acres were given 

f o r the t w e n t i e t h of 312 acEes of Common and ̂ yastes. At Combe 

St. Nicholas (1817) the Lord's t w e n t i e t h amounted to about 30 

acres out of 1000 acres of Common. • 
I n plaees v;here there was a p o s s i b i l i t y of mining 

en t e r p r i s e s a clause of the Act was always designed to protec t 

the Lord's mineral r i g h t s and r o y a l t i e s , a n d to give him a l l 

wayleaves and r i g h t s of en t r y and egress,and the power to 

erect engines and b u i l d i n g s so t l i a t he could work the minerals. 

At East Harptree (1794) i f the man on whose lands 

minerals were found,worked them himself,he must pay one 

t e n t h of the proceeds to the Lord of :̂ he Manor. I f the Lord gave 



p e r m i s s i o n t o o t h e r s t o work the mines,then damages were to be 

p a i d t o the kan whose la n d s v/ere i n j u r e d by the o p e r a t i o n s . 

These damages were to be assessed by tv'O a r b i t r a t o r s - one 

chosen by the L o r d o f the Manor and the other by the landovmer. 

I n the event o f disagreement an Umpire agreed on by b o t h men, 

was t o be chosen. 

A t East and West Cranmore (1770 A c t ) the amount of ± 

damages was to be' assessed by two J u s t i c e s o f the Peace. No 

machinery was proYided a t a l l a t Cheddar (1811 A c t ) nor a t 

W r a x a l l (1813 A c t ) where " "a^easenable s a t i s f a c t i Q n " was to 

be made by the Eord. The mat t e r was not mentioned a t a l l i n 

the P o r t i s h e a d clause ( 1 8 2 3 ) . 

\Vhen t h e r e was no q u e s t i o n o f m i n e r a l s t h e r e was s t i l l 

a c l a u s e "savinp;" the l^ord's r i g h t s . These r i g h ^ t s , i n the words 

of the P o r t i s h e a d Award, y/ere " a l l r e n t s , c h i e f r e n t s , q u i t r e n t s , 

h e r i a t s , f i g e s , s u i t s , s e r v i c e s , c o u r t s , p e r q u i s i t e s and p r o f i t s 

o f cour t s ,?/aif s , e s t r a y s and deodands,and a l l other r o y a l t i e s 

and p r i v i l e g e s v/hatsoever ." 

Sometimes the Lo r d o f the Kanor and h i s f r i e n d s i n s e r t e d 

clauses t o o b t a i n u n f a i r p r i v i l e g e s . A t W r a x a l l (1813) f o r i n s t a n c e , 

a l l o t m e n t s must be made on V/r a x a l l H i l l f o r S i r Hugh Smyth, 

Dame E l i z a b e t h Smyth,Giles H i l l , H e n r y E l t o n , Y J i l l i a m Cambridge, 

and Joseph- M a n f i e l d . 

A t Drayton ^,1817) the r i g h t of s o i l of the Waste was 

cl a i m e d by Y/. C . T r e v i l l i a n , J . F . P i n n e y , and T.Meade,and the 

d i s p u t e had n o t b e e i ^ e t t l e d a t the time when the Award was 

p u b l i s h e d . 



.J 

l̂ -̂THE CHIRCH A^) THE RECTOR ' 

Lands awarded to the Church were 

fenced a t the common cost and m a i n t a i n e d f o r the f o l l o m n g 

t h r e e y e a r s . Commissioners always appear t o have compounded 

f o r the l a t t e r s t i p u l a t i o n by a cash payment. Presumahly t h i s 

was n o t a t e r r i f i c burden on the ot h e r a l l o t t e e s unless t h e r e 

was an- enormous p r o p o r t i o n o f glebe or o f lands awarddd i n s t e a d 

of t i t h e s . There was v e r y l i t t l e g l e b e l a n d i n most o f the Awards, 

b u t a t West L y d f o r d (1827) t h e r e were 68 acres o f glebe and 

140 ac r e s were awarded i n s t e a d o f t i t h e s . 

Lands were awarded i n s t e a d of t i t h e s 

a t Cheddar ( 1 7 9 5 ) . A t Stolce S t . Gregory (1816) lands were g i v e n 

i n s t e a d o f the s m a l l t i t h e s . A t Neroche (1830) and a t Curry 

R i v e l (1833) the A c t s made the p r o v i s i o n t h a t lands should 

r e p l a c e t i t h e s i f t h i s was demanded by the Rector and a m a j o r i t y 

o f t h e landowners i n each p a r i s h . 

A t Exraoor (1819) one e i g h t h o f the 

P o r e s t was f i x e d as the p r o p o r t i o n f o r redeeming t i t h e s and 

S i r T.Acland was awarded 3,201 acres'. (*1) 

Beyond s t a t i n g t h a t t i t h e s were a 

g r i e v a n c e , B i l l i n g s l e y a v o i d s a l l d i s c u s s i o n o f the t i t h e 

q u e s t i o n . ( * 2 ) 

I t i s a p i t y t h a t E n closure A c t s d i d 

no t s o l v e the problem f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . Host of the Acts 

i n Somerset i g n o r e the problem,some s t a t e t h a t t i t h e s s h a l l 

n o t be a f f e c t e d i n any way ( e . g . W e l l i n g t o n 1816), ^ e w av/ard 

l a n d s t o the Rector t o r e p l a c e h i s t i t h e s , and one or two 

c a r r y out a commutation. A t C h a r l t o n Adam and C h a r l t o n 

M a c k r e l l (1806) and a t K e i n t o n M a n d e v i l l e (1810) commutation 

was based on "the market p r i c e of wheat f o r the l a s t f o u r t e e n 

j r e a r s " and the "expenses o f e x t i n g u i s h i n g t y t h e s (were) t o be 

borne by p r o p r i e t o r s o f lands whereon t y t h e s should be 

e x t i n g u i s h e d . " The p r i c e o f wheat a c t u a l l y used ( i n 1810) was 

&/9 per b u s h e l . 

* 1 T h i s does n o t appear t o have been fenced a t the common cost 
*2 B i l l i n g s l e y p. 35 



O b v i o u s l y the i n t e r e s t s o f the L o r d o f t h e . 

Manor and o f the Rector were safeguarded by s p e c i a l clauses i n 

the A c t s , b u t t h e r e are no examples i n Somerset of gross misuse 

of t h i s p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t . 



mv! LAMPS FOR OLD 

An i n i t i a l d i f f i c u l t y i n a t t e m p t i n g to.show vhat a man might 

expect t o r e c e i v e i n an Award i s the d i f f e r e n c e between the Old 

F i e l d Measures and the S t a t u t e Measure. Chapman's A c t ( l 8 0 2 ) concerns 

a 4 4 i a c r e e s t a t e a t G l a s t o n b u r y . A c c o r d i n g to the F i e l d lieasure 

i t s t o t a l 7/0uld have been 59-̂ - a c r e s . I n most of the p a r t s of t h i s 

e s t a t e the area by S t a t e lleasure was o n l y t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f the 

"computed a c r e s . " (*1) I t i s i m p o s s i b l e ' t h e r e f o r e t o f i n d w i t h any 

degree o f a c c u r a c y , t h e amount of l a n d h e l d by a man b e f o r e any 

p a r t i c u l a r E n c l o s u r e . 

A second d i f f i c u l t y i s t o judge the value of a r i g h t of 

common - or even t o know whether i t was s t i n t e d or n o t . There i s 

s t i l l (1938) a s t r e t c h of 40 acres of s t i n t e d common a t Langport 

and the r i g h t s o f common may be bought and s o l d , p r o v i d e d t h a t the 

purchaser i s an i n h a b i t a n t householder o f L a n g p o r t . There are 

Commoners. They l e t t h e i r r i g h t s o f s t o c k i n g f o r about 2b/- a year. 

A c c o r d i n g t o the custom o f the Manor (^2) "no person i s e n t i t l e d 

t o s t o c k w i t h more than tv/o beasts and t h e i r s u c k l i n g s , a n d such 

b e a s t s t o be g e l d i n g s , p r o p e r l y gelded,mares,cows,and h e i f e r s . " 

T h is i s what i s meant by "two beast leazes"' a t Langport. Two. beast 

leazes may be bought f o r £5 or £6. The annual r e t u r n from l e t t i n g 

them cannot be more th a n seven or e i g h t s h i l l i n g s a year. The 

Balance Sheet shows t h a t about £20 t i t h e s are paid,£1/16/2 Land 

Tax,and n e a r l y £6/10/- Drainage Rate. 

The v a l u e of a r i g h t o f common then would depend on the 

custom of the Manor concerning "commonable b e ^ t s , " the s i z e o f 

the Common,and the nimber o f Commoners. A l l t h i s must be borne 

i n mind b e f o r e we jump t o c o n c l u s i o n s such as "a t i n y a l l o t m e n t 

was w o r t h much l e s s t h a n a common r i g h t , " (*3) or " t h r e e q u a r t e r s 

o f an a c r e i s o b v i o u s l y i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r the p a s t u r e of a cow."(*4) 

I t i s e q u a l l y obvious t h a t i f Langport Moor were t o be enclosed 

to-day,no commoner c o u l d expect t o r e c e i v e more than t l i r e e q u a r t e r s 

o f an a c r e . T h i s " t i n y a l l o t m e n t " would a l s o be more v a l u a b l e 

t o him than h i s "tvro beast l e a z e s . " O v e r s t o c k i n g on the commons 

i n the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( o f which B i l l i n g s l e y _ c q m p l a i n s j _ p r o b a b l y 



meant t h a t t he cows which were f e d on unimproved grass V7ere " 
l i t t l e b e t t e r t h a n bags of s k i n and bone. 

A t h i r d g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y i s t h a t v ery few E n c l o s u r e Awards 

g i v e any i n f o r m a t i 6 n about the h o l d i n g s p r e v i o u s t o E n c l o s u r e . 

The most t h a t we can do i s t o show one or two examples from 

d i f f e r e n t Ivianors, 

A t Rodney Stoke (1791 A c t ) the. r i g h t t o stock 8 oxen 

was t o be t a k e n as e q u i v a l e n t to one tenement w i t h i t s r i g h t o f 

common. 

A t K e i n t o n M a n d e v i l l e ( 1 8 1 0 ) , J . G r a n t got 3 roods 4 perches 

i n l i e u o f h i s r i g h t o f common f o r one beast on K e i n t o n Comb. 

A t M i l b o r n e P o r t (1817) 6 beast leazes on L l i l b o r n e 

Down produced a g r a n t of 2\ acres to the il l a r q u i s o f Anglesey -

copyhold under the Warden of Winchester C o l l e g e . 

The Award f o r -krayton (1817) i s the o n l y Award i n which 

numerous examples .can be found .Here , i n the Common J'ields ,Coate 

r e c e i v e d -f a c r e i n l i e u o f 1 "reputed a c r e . " Donne g o t 4-g- acres 

i n s t e a d o f 6 repute'^ a c r e s . Edmunds was g i v e n acre f o r h i s 

•g- a c r e c o t t a g e tenement. Stuckey r e c e i v e d 5-̂  acres i n s t e a d o f 

6-g-, l i acres i n s t e a d of 2 , 3 i acres i n s t e a d of 4-^,and 1{ i n s t e a d 

o f 1-g- a c r e s . John Thomas liad 4 f acres i n s t e a d of 6,and n e a r l y 

5 a c r e s i n s t e a d o f 5-5- "computed acre s . " Warren had 3 roods 19 

perches i n s t e a d o f tMo " r e p u t e d " \ acre s t r i p s . J o h n Wheller of 

Combe S t . N i c h o l a s g o t 1|- acres i n s t e a d o f 2 computed a c r e s , 

w h i l s t John Y/heller of Long Load g o t n e a r l y 4 i acres i n s t e a d 

of 6. One Yendale v/as g i v e n 4 f acres i n s t e a d o f 5 i computed 

ac r e s which had been i n s i x p a r c e l s - two of \ a c r e , one of 

•f a c r e , two of 1 a c r e , and one of ±im 2 acr e s . 

A l l t h i s seems f a i r enough i f we assume t h a t the 

q u a l i t y o f the l a n d was u n i f o r m . 250 acres of a r a b l e f i e l d s 

were d i v i d e d i n t h i s way. The r e m a i n i n g l a n d c o n s i s t e d of 

180 acres of s t i n t e d moors ( P e r r y Koor and South Moor), 

70 acres o f common meadow i n f i v e places - 3ellam,i:arsh Llead, 

^ r e a t ^ n M e a d , L i t t l e Man Mead,Latch Mead - and 10 acres of 

Waste known as Wendick Moor. Here the varlue of the l a n d idust 

have v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o choose 



examples which w i l l g i v e any rough f o r m u l a f o r examining 
e q u i v a l e n t s . George Gooding,however,received 1 acre on L a t c h Leud 

i n place o f 1 acre,and Gummer got -| acre i n s t e a d of 1 r e p u t e d acre. 

Stuckey had one a l l o t m e n t of f acre on P e r r y Moor i n s t e a d of 

1. r e p u t e d acre i n L a t c h Mead,another of 2 acres i n s t e a d o f 5 leazes 

on P e r r y Moor and, 5 on South Moor,another o f 4 acres i n L i t t l e 

Man Mead i n s t e a d o f 6 leazes on P e r r y Moor and 6 on South Moor, 

and another of 7-| ac r e s on South Moor anstead o f 2 leazes on 

P e r r y Moor,9 on South M o o r , l acre of Marsh Mead,and 1 acre of 

^ r e a t Man Mead. Two of T r e v i l l i a n ' s a l l o t m e n t s were of 3 acres 

each i n South Moor and each r e p r e s e n t e d 10 beast l e a z e s . 

The most t h a t we can say o f IJrayton i s t h a t a man who h a l d 

one ' r e p u t e d ' or 'computed' acre m i g h t expect t o r e c e i v e from 

f t o 1 acre i n exchange,and t h a t 1 beast leaze y i e l d e d from 

I - t o i an a c r e . Since Henry Stuckey p a i d £272 f o r the 10 acres 

of Wendick (Waste),we may put the c a p i t a l value of t h i s rough 

p a s t u r e a t £27 an a c r e . 
A t N o r t h P e t h e r t o n (1798) the "share and share a l j . k e " p r i n c i p l e 

produced about 2 f acres each. 



50, SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
THE YEOMg 

I n the Awards the term 'Yeoman' i s a p p l i e d t o l e a s e h o l d e r s 
( e . g . i n the I n d e n t u r e a t W . L y d f o r ^ l o we need not r e s t r i c t i t s 
use t o f r e e h o l d e r s . We have a l r e a d y discussed the s i z e o f a 
s m a l l f a r m e r ' s h o l d i n g and we have found t h a t a l t h o u g h B i l l i n g s l e y 
evidence i s not c o n c l u s i v e , y e t he g i v e s the i m p r e s s i o n t i i a t 
Somerset was s t i l l a l a n d o f yeoman f a r m e r s . 

The modern w r i t e r Orwin (*1) takes the view t h a t e nclosures 

b r o u g h t l a r g e farms and the r u i n o f the s m a l l landowner - "The 

l a r g e farmer and the l a b o u r e r r e p l a c e d the yeoman and the tenant 

of t h e common l a n d s . " He c e r t a i n l y proves the case as f a r as 

Exmoor i s concerned. A f t e r the Act,John K n i g h t bought up a l l 

the a l l o t m e n t s and c r e a t e d 800 acre farms. But s u r e l y t h i s was 

an e x c e p t i o n a l k i n d of Enclosure which can h a r d l y be ta^sen t o 

prove t h a t t h i s " o c c u r r e d a l l over England!" 

F i r s t , i t was an u n u s u a l l y l a r g e area - 22,400 acres (*2) 

i . e . 35 square m i l e s i The average Enclosure i n Somerset was, 

say,800 acres or 1 ^ square m i l e s . The most d i s t a n t h o l d i n g s v^ere 

n o t v e r y remote - as t h e y were on Exmoor - and since every v 

En c l o s u r e b r o u g h t a network o f s e r v i c e roads,access was made 

. e a s i e r . 

Secondly,John K n i g h t was o f f e r i n g a good p r i c e f o r l a n d , 

v/hen the Crown A l l o t m e n t of 10,262 acres was o f f e r e d f o r s a l e , 

S i r T . A c l a n d j t h e F o r e s t e r , p u t i n a shrewd b i d i o f £5,000,but 

John K n i g h t o f f e r e d £50,000. N a t u r a l l y the other a l l o t t e e s 
were eager t o s e l l ' . 

T h i r d l y , t h e Exmoor Enclosure can prove n o t h i n g 

c o n c e r n i n g E n c l o s u r e s o f a r a b l e . 
F o u r t h l y , Orwin' s a r g i m e n t t h a t the a l l o t m e n t of 31 

acres t o a f r e e s u i t o r was "no e q u i v a l e n t f o r the r i g h t o f the 
al2:£tieefe_flock_to range the f o r e s t a t l a r g e " (^3) i s not v e r y 

Orwin'.Reclamation o f Exmoor F o r e s t p. 27 
• •x-2 I am q u o t i n g the Award( 1819)-Orwin says 20,122 (p.20) 

•̂ 3 Orwin p.28 
¥•0, See p. 



c o n v i n c i n g . He does not t e l l us how many weekd they used to waste 

i n s e a r c h i n g f o r t h e i r f l o c k s over 35 square m i l e s o f ro-jgh ground! 

Nor does he pause t o consider the q u e s t i o n of o v e r s t o c k i n g . Yet 

he t e l l s us t h a t t h e r e were 25,000 sheep (*1) i n a d d i t i o n to the 

f l o c k s o f the f r e e s u i t o r s , a s w e l l as hojsses and c o l t s and the 

animals which belonged t o the Porester.Sometimes t h e r e were 30.000 

sheep b r o u g h t by s t r a n g e r s . ( * 2 ) 

F i f t h l y , h i s t o r i a n s of E n c l o s u r e have never t r o u b l e d t o 

d i s t i n g u i s h between tbs process of 'buying o u t ' b e f o r e as Enclosure 

and a f t e r E n c l o s u r e . I f t h e y have proved t h a t the s m a l l landowner 

was b e i n g bought o u t , t h e n s u r e l y t h i s was a g e n e r a l process \.hich 

was not due p r i m a r i l y t o Enclosure any more than the Black Death 

can be s a i d t o have produced the p r e - e n c l o s u r e v i l l a g e from the 

m e d i e v a l manor. The b u y i n g out of the s m a l l landowner was,in the 

l o n g r u n , i n e v i t a b l e . So was E n c l o s u r e . But t h a t does not mean t l i a t 

these t h i n g s were cause and e f f e c t . Behing each raevement was the 

d r i v i n g power of a g r i c u l t u r a l improvement.The most t h a t can be 

s a i d o f t h e connexion between the t w o , i s t l i a t i n c e r t a i n cases 

the b u y i n g up o f the lands o f those who o b j e c t e d to an E n c l o s u r e , 

took place,and i n c e r t a i n o t her cases a l l o t m e n t s were bought up 

when the h o l d e r s were unable or u n w i l l i n g to meet the new 

a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

I t has a l r e a d y been shovm t h a t the Enclosure movement 

d i d n o t l e a d t o any g e n e r a l b u i l d i n g up o f l a r g e farms i n Somerset 

(Exmoor i s an e x c e p t i o n ) . Two p r i v a t e A c t s of P a r l i a m e n t f o r 

exchanges of l a n d - Payne's Act(1799) and Chapman's Act(1802) -

are b o t h f o r 44 acre farms w i t h a c l e a r r e n t a l of about £120 each. 

W i t h r e g a r d t o the p o s i t i o n of the s m a l l f a r m e r , t h e 

Awards su p p l y v a l u a b l e c r o s s - s e c t i o n s of a g r i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y 

a t t h e p o i n t when E n c l o s u r e took p l a c e . 

Before c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s evidence i t i s w o r t h n o t i c i n g 

t h a t when A l l e n r e v i v e d the scheme f o r e n c l o s i n g King's Sedgemoor 

i n 1775,his f i r s t move was t o purchase a l a r g e number of r i g h t s . ( * 3 ) 

I n s p i t e of t h i s he was not s u c c e s s f u l and when S i r P h i l i p Hales, 

h e l d a meeting a t W e l l s i n 1 7 8 8 , i t had t o be abandoned owing to 

"much abuse and o p p o s i t i o n from the lower o r d e r s of commoners." 



B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t a l l p u b l i c meetings were s p o i l t by noise 
which drowned 'sound sense and argument.' However,the A c t was 

o b t a i n e d i n 1791 and when the Commissioners met t h e r e were 4,063 

cl a i m s " of which o n l y 1798 are a l l o w e d l " E v i d e n t l y the cor/iiuoners 

were r i g h t i n t h i n k i n g t h a t they stood t o lose by t h i s E n c l o s u r e . 

B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t i f the Commissioners have e r r e d " i t has 

been an e r r o r of t h e head and not of the h e a r t . " He does n o t 

e:.plain wh.y i t was t h a t more than 1^0% of the cla i m s were r e j e c t e d . 

A t i r i l b o r n e P o r t (1817 - p o p u l a t i o n 1,000 to 1,400) r e 

f i n d 77 landowners.Arranged a c c o r d i n g t o l a n d Tax Assessments-^J 

t h e r e were 39 i n Class 0, 12 i n Class 1 , 10 i n c l a s s 2, 7 i n Class 

3, 3 i n Class-4, 3 i n Class 6, and one each i n Classes 8,10,and 11. 

30 o f the f i r s t 39 h e l d l e s s than 1 a c r e . A t the ot h e r end of the 

scal e t h r e e owners had more than 67 acres and t } i r e e had more than 

100 a c r e s . 

The Marquis of Anglesey h e l d 1498-g- a c r e s . Before the 

Award he had 1083 acres o f o l d enclos u r e s and he had another 

49 a c r e s f r o m exchanges. S h o r t l y b e f o r e the Enclosure he had 

bought 13-i acres o f a n c i e n t enclosures and 8 acres o f p a s t u r e . 

T h i s i s o b v i o u s l j a case i n vvtiich the s m a l l men were being bought 

o u t . New a l l o t m e n t s of pa s t u r e meant an a d d i t i o n of 366-2- acres 

t o the lands o f the Marquis. 

At ^ i v e l i s c o m b e ( 1 8 3 0 f ^ R i c h a r d Beadon had one s i x t e e n t h 

of t h e Commons and was not s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h i s , p r e f J - e i J n g t o pay 

£77/7/- f o r the excess. He r e c e i v e d enormous a l l o t m e n t s i n r e s p e c t 

of h i s a r a b l e h o l d i n g s . 40 f r e e h o l d e r s r e c e i v e d l e s s t l i a n an acre 

each. Another f o u r had about 2 acres each. Only one le a s e h o l d e r 

i s c a l l e d a Yeoman and he was g i v e n a y; acre a l l o t m e n t . N e a r l y 

a l l t h e l e a s e h o l d land,as w e l l as the c o p y h o l d , c o n s i s t e d i n t i n j 

p l o t s h e l d under Beadon. Only 12 a l l o t m e n t s were o t h e r w i s e . One 

of them was an a l l o t m e n t of 12 acres t o the E a r l o f Carnarvon. 

There was another o f 4 a c r e s and the other 10 were a l l o f l e s s 

t h a n l a c r e each. Of the Sale P l o t s , 55 acres were purchased by 

F r y , 50 acres by Stone, and 36 acres by Ash. 
X i WKevc tWii alai^i^iiZ^'t'^ l'« ^Sed /t Yekrs to tU daisifuafiou 

dYaiUh. up b»j t^Aylies C'«H ECCH. Hist- (le^ie^^> Moil, h^i): fo^ tkt. 



A t W.Lydford (1827) the R e c t o r , -.H.Colston h e l d 68 acres 
o f glebe and 140 acres which r e p l a c e d t i t h e s . The Lord of the 

Mfflor, E.E.Colston, had 292 a c r e s . He h e l d the Reversion of a l l 

the l e a s e h o l d l a n d and he had been busy buying out the f r e e h o l d e r s . 

The Award mentions a l l o t m e n t s t o him t o t a l l i n g some 33 acres 

w h i c h r e s u l t e d from purchases which he had made d u r i n g t i i e p r e v i o u s 

twelvemonths. Only s i x f r e e h o l d e r s are mentioned i n the Award. 

T h e i r a l l o t m e n t s vrere: 17 a c r e s , 8 acres,7 a c r e s , 6 a c r e s , 4 ac r e s , 

and 2 a c r e s . The l a r g e s t l e a s e h o l d a l l o t m e n t was o n l y 8 acre s . 

Most of the l e a s e h o l d a l l o t m e n t s were of 1, 2, or 3 ac r e s . 

I n s p i t e o f the d e s c r i p t i o n of 17 leaseholders as 'Yeonen' -

and vi/e should never have known t h i s i f they had been r i c h enough 

to pay t h e i r share o f the expenses - the r e a l yeoman no longer 

e x i s t e d a t W.Lydford. T h i s f a c t i s r e f l e c t e d i n the Road Repair 

S'chedule i n which we f i n d one h o l d i n g of 88 ac r e s , one of 253, 

t h r e e o f t e n , and one each of 4, 5, 6, and 8 ac r e s . 

A t I l c h e s t e r (1810) vie a l s o f i n d the g r e a t landowner gKgga: 

pr e p o n d e r a n t . S i r W i l l i a m Manners was r a t e d a t 10 u n i t s ( o u t of 

26) f o r Road R e p a i r s . Nobody e l s e was r a t e d a t more t l i a n 2 u n i t s . 

H i s t o t a l h o l d i n g was 155 acres from a commonable meadow of 195 

a c r e s . He also o b t a i n e d the m a n o r i a l r i g h t s from t he B a i l i f f and 

Burgesses of I l c h e s t e r , by exchanging a fe e - f a r m r e n t of £8 . 

a y e a r . 

Obviously these Road Schedules are o n l y •• rough guide t o 

the p r o p o r t i o n s of lan d h e l d - b u t they are a very u s e f u l guide 

when supported by ot h e r evidence. A t Dundry (1819) out o f 36 

p r o p E i e t o r s scheduled,14 p a i d l e s s than a 3d. r a t e , 9 l e e s than 

6d., and o n l y 7 p a i d more than 6 d . , w h i l s t 8d. was the h i g h e s t 

charge. The l a r g e s t i n d i v i d u a l a l l o t m e n t was not more than 1 5 t 

a c r e s , w h i l s t the b i g g e s t h o l d i n g - 35 ac r e s - belonged to S i r 

Hugh Smyth o f Long A s h t o n , i n the next p a r i s h . 32 acres .of t h i s 

e s t a t e were o b t a i n e d by purchase from the Commissioners. 

E v i d e n t l y the sa m a l l landowner was not bought out here. 

The Enclosure a t Drayton ( l b l 7 ) was f o r 510 acres -

180 a c r e s o f ' s t i n t e d moors,' 250 acres of common a r a b l e f i e l d s , 



70 acres o f common meadows,and 10 t.cres of Waste (v.hich were s o l d 

t o cover expenses. 

There were 31 landowners. When th e y have been c l a s s i f i e d 

a c c o r d i n g t o the s i z e of t h e i r holdings,we f i n d 7 i n Class 0, 

6 i n C l a s s " 1 , 6 i n Class 2, 8 i n Class 3, 3 i n Class 4, and one 

i n C l a s s 6. The average s i z e o f a h o l d i n g would be about 16 acres 

(500 a c r e s d i v i d e d by 31) which would f a l l j u s t i n s i d e Class 3. 

T h i s Class c o n t a i n s the l a r g e s t iiumber o f landowners - a l t h o u g h 

one o f them,Stuckey,holding 26 acres,bought the Sale P l o t , w h i c h 

would r a i s e h i s e s t a t e t o Class 4. Roughly h a l f the landoTr.-ners 

f a l l i n t o Classes 2 and 3 ( f r o m 62/3 t o 27 a c r e s ) . The b i g g e s t ' 

e s t a t e was 96 acres i n e x t e n t . S t r a n g e l y enough J.F.Pinney who 

claimed t o be L o r d o f the J i ^ n o r , i s n o t KmaHg i n the l i s t o f 

landowner s'. 
There i s no evidence t h e n t h a t the yeoman vra-s b e i n g d r i v e n 

o f f the l a n d a t D r a y t o n . 

A t Martock ( A c t 1806) where 1025 acres o f a r a b l e were 

enc l o s e d t h e r e was no g r e a t d i s c r e p a n c y i n the s i z e of e s t a t e s 

l i k e t h e r e was a t M i l b o r n e P o r t and W.Lydford even though 

G.B.M.Napier,Lord o f the Maa or o f Ash, d i d ̂ own 200 a c r e s . Lbreover^' 

o n l y 148 acres of h i s e s t a t e s were f r e e h o l d , t h e remainder b e i n g 

l e a s e h o l d orchards and meadows under H.R.H. George Augustus 

F r e d e r i c k , P r i n c e o f Wales, L o r d o f the Manor of M i l t o n 

E a u l c o n b r i d g e ( p a r t o f the Duchy of Cornv/all) . A gentleman c a l l e d 

Lewis r e c e i v e d 60 a c r e s , b u t o t h e r a l l o t m e n t s d i d not exceed 

30 a c r e s . Only a t h i r d o f the p r o p r i e t o r s had 7 acres or l e s s . 

The s t a t u s of some o f the a l l o t t e e s i s i n s e r t e d e.g. E . B a l l , 

ntleman (30 a c r e s ) ; Jolin Andrews, E s q u i r e , (18 a c r e s ) . Leach -

Yeoman - (17 a c r e s ) , House - Yeoman ( 5 t acr e s ) , a n d J.Baker -

Yeoman ( 4^ a c r e s ) . 
A t Martock t o o , the Yeoman s t i l l h e l d h i s p l a c e i n 

a g r i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y . 

A t K e i n t o n M a n d e v i l l e (1810) h o l d i n g s a t t a c h e d t o the 

Road S c h e d u l e , c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g t o the u n i t o f pasment, show 

t h a t t h e r e were 6 of 1 u n i t , 6 of 2 u n i t s , 2 of 3 u n i t s , 1 o f 5 units 

1 o f 7 u n i t s , 1 of 10 and 1 of 12. Since t h i s o n l y shows 18 

p r o p r i e t o r s we can add an a n a l y s i s o f th« Tith e 

a 
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Schedule, when these t i t h e lands are c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g to 
the Land Tax scheme t h e y show 17 i n Class (), 8 i n Class 1, 

4 i n Class 2, 5 i n Class 3, 5 i n Class 4, 1 i n Class 6, and 

1 i n Class 8. A d m i t t e d l y t h i s shows a preponderance of the s m a l l e s t 

h o l d i n g s , b u t more t h a n 50 % of these p r o p r i e t o r s are i n Classes 

1. to 4. One p l e a s i n g f e a t i i r e o f t h i s E n c l o s u r e i s the way i n 

w h i c h s i x of the Yeomen bought s m a l l s t r i p s which were s o l d by 

the Commissioners. They were: J.Gabbell (15-|- acres) who p a i d 

£6 f o r L o t 103 - 22 perches; T.Cooling ( 2 acres) who p a i d £1/10/-

f o r L o t 111 - 7 perches; J.Dauncey ( 3 i acres) who p a i d £3 f o r 

L o t 108 - 8 perches; H . E v i l l (Widow:7-|- acres) who p a i d £3/10/-

f o r L o t 104 _17 perches; H.Oburn ( 4 1 acres) who p a i f l £3 f o r L o t 

100 - 16 p e r c h e s ; and J.Squire (10 a c r e s ) who p a i d £8 f o r L o t 

107 - 25 perches. 

F i n a l l y , t h e s t a t i s t i c s p r o v i d e d by the Enclosure o f Commons 

a t N o r t h P e t h e r t o n (1798) throw e x c e e d i n g l y v a l u a b l e l i g h t on 

the problem of the s m a l l landowner" I t i s reasonable t o suppose 

t h a t the a r a b l e l a n d here had a l r e a d y undergone the process o f 

E n c l o s u r e w i t h o u t kct of P a r l i a m e n ^ ? ^ I f any method o f e n c l o s i n g 

a r a b l e was l i k e l y t o d r i v e out the s m a l l f a r m e r , i t was t h a t 

of "consent." The f i g u r e s p r o v i d e d by the 1798 Award do show 

beyond reasonable doubt t h a t the Yeoman had not been e x t i n g u i s h e d 

a t N o r t h P e t h e r t o n . I t must be remembered t k i t a l t h o u g h f o r 

convenience these f i g u r e s are arranged a c c o r d i n g t o the Land 

Tax p l a n , t h e y do n o t r e l a t e t o any man's t o t a l h o l d i n g s b u t o n l y 

t o h i s share of the Common (1466 acres a l t o g e t h e r ) , which means 

t h a t a p a r t from p u r e l y 'Auster' tenements,the l a r g e numbers of 

s m a l l and mediujn-sized h o l d i n g s were p a r t o f f a i r l y s u b s t a n t i a l 

Yeomen's l a n d s . The f i g u r e s a r e : 
C l a s s : Area: ° F r e e h o l d e r s s Leaseholders: 

0 - l e s s t h a n 2% ac. 43 
1 2^3 t o 63^acres 58 
2 6 t o 13 acres 14 
3 13 t o 27 a c r e s 8 
4 27 to 53 acres 2 

3 
72 
10 
3 

' ^ i W f.S"^ W B'JI'.Ĥ ^̂ 's e^a€c^ ; ^^i*su i^m-i 
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The l o r d ' s r i g h t o f s o i l b rought him a,grant o f - a b o u t 

, 50 aer.esi^ OnJLy two o t h e r ; p r o p r i e t o r s , g o t as much as 30 acres each. 

. TIg_PO.OR, : ̂  •- %, . . , _ , : -. • . • 

^ r ; 3 i l l i ^ a g s l e y ;argue8-tha-t:-cincloe.u^ tended to 

S t i m u l a t e , the..Cottager ' s i n d u s t r y and, to tower -the. Poor I;ate . ( * l ) 
A A A /\ ^ ' 

He s t r e s s e s . t h e o v e r s t o c k i n g of-..Commons; before; Enclosiir.e. He 

..points out t h a t . a r i g h t of *^ommon-Tfhich.might be. l e t f or-10/-

or 12/r: a year^was -converted by Enclosure, in to. something w o r t h 

- from.,£3, t o £20 (which-so-unds , l i k e ,an overs.tatement.-of the cas-ei) 

.He,, §,rgue-̂ s - w i t h some-, show . of j;U(S.tice tha.t i.".'allo.tments • are- made 

equal I n q u a n t i t y . " t o " r - i g h t s appendant ;.to c o t t a g e s w i t h o u t 

land,.under the. denomination of .Auster tenemen.ts.;" At l e a s t ten 

.of. the,^Acts under ..revieW',pontain, t h i s c l a u s e : Rodney Stoke(Act 1791) 

. S t r e e t ( A c t .179,.6..) >Ashcott(Act 1797) ,Long S u t t o n ( A c t l 7 9 7 ) ,North 

P e t t e r t o n ( 1 7 9 8 ) , C h i l t o n - i n - M o o r l i n c h (Act 1798), Weston-super-

Mare ( A c t 1810), W r a x a l l (Act 1813), P o r t i s h e a d ( 1 8 2 3 ) , and 

C u r r y R i v e l ( 1 8 3 3 ) . This i s a v e r y h i g h p r o p o r t i o n - e s p e c i a l l y 

• since t h e r e i s no q u e s t i o n o f the clause i n Acts which d e a l 

o n l y w i t h aratole. 

B i l l i n g s l e y g i v e s f o u r examples t o support h i s c o n t e n t i o n 

t h a t the Poor Rates d i d n o t r i s e a p p r e c i a b l y a f t e r Enclosure of 

Commons ( t h e y must be r e a d vi,dth the reminder t h a t i n n e i g h b o u r i n g 

p a r i s h e s Poor Rates had doubled and t r e b l e d a t the same t i m e ) : 

wedmore £2132 t o £2342; Mark £1985 to £2163; H u n t s p i l l £1561 t o 

£2204; Mere £2016 t o £2170.(*2) The f i g u r e s are taken seven years 

b e f o r e and seven y e a r s a f t e r E n c l o s u r e . 

A l i s t o f twenty seven Enclosures w i l l be found i n an 

Appendix t o t h i s t h e s i s and i t w i l l be found t h a t t e n cases ('*3) 

s u p p o r t the t h e o r y and o n l y one case (-Wells) i s d e f i n i t e l y a g a i n s t 

i t . 

There i s c e r t a i n l y no suggesti:.>n t h a t E nclosure gave 

immunity from r i s i n g Poor R a t e s , f o r a l l p a r i s h e s were s u b j e c t to 

c h r o n i c r i s e s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . B i l l i n g s l e y h i m s e l f speaks of 

"growing d i s s o l u t e n e s s i n the manners of the poor,which ever 
a c c omiDa^i e s_na t i ^ n a l _ i m p r o v 
* r " B i l l i n g s l e y p55 f f . ; *2 I b i d , p 174-5 
*% C h a r l t o n Musgrave,Kilraington,Upton Noble,MiIborne P o r t , 

C h a r l t o n Horethorne ,Priddy,K.Mandeville ,W.Lydford,N.Curry, 
Drayton.f./«5 *4 B i l l i n g s l e y p 36 
Also S€e i^^i p. ('̂  O l 
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he was not a b s o l u t e l y sure of h i s theory.' Also h i s annotator 

(W.F.) i n s e r t s a footnote to page 50,in which he suggests t^^at 

E n c l o s u r e s of commons should include schemes for b u i l d i n g cottages 

"for the b e n e f i t of poor persons." 

We may a l s o quote a conversation which took place between 

a clergyman and a labourer a t Cheddar i n 1800.(*1) The clergyman 

admitted that the words of the labourer shook h i s f a i t h i n 

E n c l o s u r e s and made him wonder whether the only people to gain 

were the landlord,the farmer,and the Rector. This i s what the 

labourer s a i d : 

"Ah S i r , t i m e was when these commons enabled the poor man to K 

support h i s family and bring up h i s c h i l d r e n . Here he could turn 

out h i s cow and poney,feed h i s f l o c k of geese,and keep h i s p i g . 

But the i n c l o s u r e s have deprived him of these advantages. The 

labourer has now only h i s 14d. per day to depend upon,and that 

Sir,(God knows),is l i t t l e enough to keep h i m s e l f , h i s wife,and 

perhaps f i v e or s i x children,when bread i s 3d. per l b . and wheat 

13/- per bushel. The consequence i s , t h e p a r i s h must now a s s i s t 

hmn.Poor r a t e s i n c r e a s e to e^terrible height.The farmer grumbles 

and grows hard-hearted. The labourer,knowing that others must 

maintain h i s f a m i l y , i f he do not do i t himself,becomes c a r e l e s s 

or i d l e or a s p e n d t h r i f t , w h i l s t the wife and c h i l d r e n are obliged 

to struggle with want or to apply to a s u r l y overseer for a scaility 

allowance.This i s the case with Cheddar now Sir,which i s ruined 

for e v e r l a s t i n g , " 

I n s p i t e of t h i s , f i g u r e s do not show any catastro p h i c 

r i s e i n Poor Rates as a d i r e c t r e s u l t of Enclosure. The inference 

i s then,that the cottager was not made worse off by Enclosure -

•badly o f f though he was. 

On the other hand the Saiqidt Squatters were hard h i t . 

There are no f i g u r e s to show how many there \vere.Their s u f f e r i n g s 

go unrecorded except that they s w e l l the t o t a l s of the r i s i n g 

Poor R a t e s . A l l Somerset Acts compel squatters of l e s s than twenty 

years standing to lose t h e i r holdings. Portishead (1823) i s 

an exception. Here.encroachments made before the passing ofl the 

Act (1814) were recognised 
*1 Rev.R.Warner :A Walk through some of the Western Counties p.50 
^2, P>ffc ufxlvj if mp^i^ Ifiase t/^c. j^vH fkt. MAV^/),-/ 



c 

was 

/ 

Only t h r e e A c t s c o n t a i n any s o r t o f compensation i n the 

shape o f lands f o r t he Poor. A t S t r e e t ( A c t 1796) and a t A s h c o t t 

( A c t 1797) 20 acres was s e t as i d e f o r the poor t o cut t u r f f o r 

t h e i r " o w n use. A t Combe S t . N i c h o l a s (1817) 30 acres - a l t h o u g h 

the A c t a l l o w e d 50 - were awarded t o the Churchwardens and 

Overseers t o p r o v i d e f u e l f o r the Poor. 

A t Curry R i v e l ( A c t 1833) however,the Commissioner was 

empowered t o pay compensation to those who l o s t t h e i r encroachments. 

T h i s was t o r e p a y them f o r the cost of t h e i r labour and b u i l d i n g s . 

I t was s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h e y should n o t r e c e i v e any money u n t i l 

t h e y had peaceably g i v e n up t h e i r h o l d i n g s . 

A t W r a x a l l ( A c t 1813) encroachments made w i t h the consent 

of t>ie L o r d of the Manor were r e c o g n i s e d - t h i s was a common 

p r o v i s i o n . The Lo r d and ot h e r men e n t i t l e d t o r i g h t s o f common 

o u l d keep t h e i r encroachments as p a r t o f t h e i r a l l o t m e n t s . There 

a s p e c i a l clause g r a n t i n g Seymour 35 acres (encroachments) 

i n l i e u o f h i s r i g h t s o f common and he was a l l o w e d t o keep 10 acres 

r e c e n t l y taken i n , i n s t e a d o f the l a n d which he had "throvm o u t " 

on W r a x a l l H i l l I Encroachments by ' s t r a n g e r s ' w i t h i n the l a s t 

t w e n t y years were to be i n v e s t i g a t e d by the Commissioners i f t h e r e 

was any d i s p u t e . But t h e r e was no compensation f o r the poor s 

s q u a t t e r . H i s l a b o u r had been i n v a i n . H i s m i s f o r t u n e was t h a t 

he had no l e g a l r i g h t t o h i s land,so he l o s t h i s a l l . 

Three A c t s - .\shcott (1797) , W e l l i n g t o n (1816) and Cur r y 

R i v e l (1833) - showed kindness t o the v e r y s m a l l h o l d e r s by 

a l l o w i n g them t o throw t h e i r a l l o t m e n t s t o g e t h e r . This only 

a p p l i e s . t o a l l o t m e n t s of Common. 

I n E n c l o s u r e s o f a r a b l e i t was usual to make a l l o t t a b l e , 
" a l l e n c l o s u r e s c o n t a i n i n g the p r o p e r t y o f two or more persons 
w i t h i n one f e n c e " - "whetfeEr i t belongs t o d i f f e r e n t l o r d s .. 
or i s h e l d of one l o r d by d i f f e r e n t t e n u r e s " - and sometimes 
"one person's p r o p e r t y i f .. h e l d under d i f f e r e n t t e n u r e s . " (*1) 
* 1 e.g. A c t s ; Weston s. Mare ( 1 8 1 0 ) : C h i l t o n i n M o o r l i n c h (1798) 
Cheddar ( 1 7 9 5 ) : W r a x a l l ( 1 8 1 3 ) : Awards- W.Lydford (1827) 
P o r t i s h e a d ( 1 8 2 3 ) : K.Mandeville (1810) 



Apparently the Hammonds only discovered one example of t h i s clause 
(Ashelworth*l) and declare t h a t i t "simply meant t h a t some b i g 
landowner had h i s eye on some p a r t i c u l a r piece of enclosed property 
which i n the ordinary way would not have gone i n t o the melting-
pot a t a l l . " This does not seem to me to be a f a i r comment. 
Surely t h i s p r o v i s i o n vas necessary where arable was being 
enclosed i f the purpose of enclosure was to be ca r r i e d out. I n 
the event of the sale of land (which was now supposed to be hald 
i n s e v e r a l t y ) or of tlie r e v e r s i o n of pa r t of such an enclosure, 
a fence would be indispensable. The clause probably prevented 
endless l e g a l proceedings i n a f t e r years. Probably t o o , i t prevented 
what were to a l l i n t e n t s email 'open' f i e l d s from escaping 
enclosure. I n many v i l l a g e s there were not three clear-cut open 
f i e l d s but several small ones. Pour was quite usual (e.g. 
N o r t h f i e l d j E a s t f i e l d , ^ e s t f i e l d , S o u t h f i e l d at ̂ /itcombe -*2) . 
At Drayton (1817) there were s i x - Higher Northfield,Lower 
N o r t h f i e l d , M i d d l e Field,Hole I'virrow,Melham,and South F i e l d . 
Bi-obably t h i s clause prevented endless disputes about the course 
of' husbandry i n these places now that the a u t h o r i t y of the 
Court L e e t , i n t h i s respect,4.ad gone. 

At ?/iveliscombe( 1830) i t was unlawful pending the Award 

"to cut,dig,pare,grave,flay,or carry away any Turf,Sod,Furze, 

or Fuel i n upon or from the said common or waste lands" (-penalty 

£5). The incidence of clauses of t h i s type f e l l e n t i r e l y on the 

Poor,but the suspension of a l l common r i g h t s was necessary i f 

the Enclosure was to be c a r r i e d out i n an o r d e r l y manner. A 

s i m i l a r type of clause (e.g. Neroche 1830 Act) imposed a penalty 

of ten s h i l l i n g s per head of c a t t l e or one s h i l l i n g f o r sheep 

or p i g s , f o r stocking the common a f t e r the extinguishing of 

common r i g h t s . 
*1 V i l l a g e Labourer p.22 : êe ^bove -IrS^odMcWo^ p. ^AJ^^. 

*2 Hartock (Act 1806) 



21 THE POOR LAW 

The most fsossas cursory glance at agrarian conditions 
bears out Cobbett's famous words: "A very large p o r t i o n of the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l labourers of England, a very large p o r t i o n of those 
who r a i s e the food, who make a l l the b u i l d i n g s , who prepare a l l the 
fuel,who, i n s h o r t , by t h e i r labour sustain the community; a very 
large p o r t i o n of these, exist- i n a state of almost incessant hunger." 

A c t u a l l y the l i n e between workers and paupers becomes 
i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to draw. Once the unsound p r i n c i p l e of granting 
supplementary pajrradnts to men who were a t work, had been adopted, 
wages f e l l below the l e v e l of subsistence and the labourers had to 
seek r e l i e f . The Poor Rate became an i n c r e a s i n g l y heavy burden on 
the land. "Many parishes," says B i l l i n g s l e y (^1),"which w i t h i n 
twenty years past paid no more than £150 per annum to the poor, 
now pay £200, and unless some plan of prevention be adopted, the 
e v i l i s not l i k e l y to abate." I n other parishes, he says, "the 
poor's l e v y has been doubled,trebled,nay quadrupled,in the course 
of the l a s t twenty years."(•><-2) 

The population of Somerset was' increasing r a p i d l y 
during t h i s p e r i o d . At the same time her i n d u s t r i e s were d e c l i n i n g , 
and her a g r i c u l t u r e was not supported by s u f f i c i e n t c a p i t a l to 
make' farming e f f i c i e n t . The problem of her Poor became i n c r e a s i n g l y 
acute. At Bedminster the amount paid i n Poor R e l i e f had increased 
from £991 i n 1803 to £3498 i n 1831. At Y e o v i l i t had increased from 
£936 i n 1803 to £2084 i n 1821. At Priddy,where the 14ad mines were 
being vrorked out, i t had increased from £11 i n 1791 to £91 i n 1811. 
At Wells i t had increased from £335 i n 1791 to £2042 i n 1831. At 
Upton IToble i t had increased from £18 i n 1791 t o £194 i n 1801. 
At Shepton M a l l e t i t had increased from £1329 i n 1791 to £4673 
n 1831. Piirther f i g u r e s are set out i n the Appendix. I n many 

places the peak year was 1801 - the worst year of the Y/ar - i n 
f a c t these f i g u r e s f o r Somerset show why England was so ready to 
make peace a t Amiens I A f t e r the Yfer the f i g u r e s were s t i l l bad 
but there are signs t h a t the r i s e of Poor Rates was being checked 
i n 1821, w h i l s t the decade from 1821 to 1831 shows a decided 
* 1 B i l l i n g s l e y p.36 

1 

*2 I b i d . p.53 foot-note " ^ i U f i - ^ f 



r e d u c t i o n i n nearly a l l places except the towns. 
Those who regard the authors of the e v i l "Speenhaaland 

system" as e v i l men are not merely being wise a f t e r the event, 
but are g u i l t y of misjudging them and t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of standards which should only be.applied to men of 
a l a t e r age. The c e n t r a l government refused to deal v:ith the problem 
of poverty on a n a t i o n a l scale. This was not the Age of 'Collectivism.' 
The problem of d i r e c t i n g the War against the French Revolution 
postponed the consideration of s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l grievances 
by the n a t i o n a l government. The l o c a l magistrates d e a l t w i t h the 
problem of poverty as best they could. There was t h i s much i n common 
i n Y7hat they d i d i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the country: they awarded 
out-door r e l i e f i n money and they regulated the amount according 
to scales which v a r i e d w i t h the p r i c e of bread. The t o t a l amounts 
were not lower than wages had been.They t r i e d to give the PO<DT 
' f a i r ' treatment. The r e s u l t s which followed were t e r r i b l e . Grants 
f o r c h i l d r e n encouraged immorality. Grants to wage-earners drove 
wages down. The country-side was inh a b i t e d by paupers. Rates 
increased annually. Large farmers d i d at l e a s t get the advantage 
of cheap- labour a t the expense of the Rates, but f o r the small 
farmer the bur'den became i n t o l e r a b l e . Everybody deplored the pass 
to YiThich things had come but nobody could f i n d a -Yia-y out. The r i c h 
paid the Yieavj r a t e s and f e l t t h a t t h i s r e l i e v e d them of any 
f u r t h e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t j r f o r the vrelfare of the Poor. The peasantry 
were soon dependent or? Parish R e l i e f f o r t h e i r existence, "/hen the 
Yfhiga cut the Gordian Knot i n 1834 they caused t e r r i b l e s u f f e r i n g s . 
They d i d not cause a Revolution because the vigour and s e l f - r e l i a n c e 
of the E n g l i s h labourer had been sapped away by a generation of 
Speenhamland. Thfe Berkshire prosecutions of 1830 and the Tolpuddle 
Case of 1834 were b r u t a l reminders, t h a t no form of association 
among labourers would be t o l e r a t e d . 

There Y/ere a number of schemes, long before 1834, which 
o f t e n embodied advanced ideas,such as old-age pensions,but i t was 
beyond the w i t of man to apply them. B i l l i n g s l e y advocated Pew's 
"Twenty Minutes Advice on the Poor Law." I t was a plan to e s t a b l i s h 
l o c a l funds v;ith c o n t r i b u t i o n s w i t h unemployment and sick b e n e f i t s , 
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and pensions. B u t s u c h schemes were regarded as being beyond the 
scope p f CTOvernment. As f o r p l a c i n g them i n p r i v a t e hands - the 

experience of those who j o i n e d 'box-clubs' was not encouraging; 
. nor could any scheme of t h i s k i n d begin w i t h o u t a b i g loan to 
finance , i t . E'obody had the p r a c t i c a l experience necessary f o r 
running i t ; so the dead hand of Speenhamland remained. 

I n 1834 the Poor Law Commissioners made the d e t a i l e d 
i n q u i r y which l e d to the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

. They found t h a t indoor r e l i e f was exceptional, and where i t ' 
e x i s t e d i t was attended by grievous abuses, the v.-orkhouses being 
houses of ^ r e s t ' r a t h e r than of 'work.'' (•'f-l) 

R e l i e f was of t e n administered in. k i n d , or by the gr a n t i n g 
of house room. Sometimes exemption from rates was granted. 
Sporadic r e l i e f i n k i n d must have been administered a t times 
when food touched famine prices during the Napoleonic Wars. I n 
1800 the p r i c e of wheat load reached the phenomenal f i g u r e of 
184/- per quarter, and the quartern l o a f had sold f o r l/lO-g-. 
I n 1801 beef was costing 10-g- per l b . , mutton 1/-, and veal 1/2. 

At Wincanton i n 1800 an^ order dated Kay 22 was made 
th a t a waggon load of potatoes should.be given to the Poor f o r 
p l a n t i n g . This was followed by an extraordinary amendment: 

"Town H a l l 
16 June 1800 

That i t having been fotind impossible to comply w i t h the order 
of the l a s t v e s t r y , i n consequence of the s c a r c i t y of potatoes, 
t h i s meeting i s of the opinion th a t i t would g r e a t l y tend to 
a l l e v i a t e the wants of the poor, by procuring a great q u a n t i t y 
of r i c e , and r e t a i l i n g the same to them a t a reduced p r i c e ... 

John Randall (Overseer)." (*2) 

I t vra,s suggested t h a t three tons of r i c e should be sold a t 4d,. 

per l b . This was then a l t e r e d to two measures - '1502' and '3002' -

to be sold a t 3d. and 6d. r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
There were,however, f i v e methods, i n general, of granting 

out-door r e l i e f : 
1. R e l i e f without any Labour r e q u i r e d ; 
2. Allowances to those at,,work; , „ 



3. The RoQndsman System; 
4. Parish Employment; 
5. The Labour Rate System. 

The Labour Rate System, under which each farmer was 
compelled to employ a c e r t a i n number of paupers, d i d not e x i s t 
i n Somerset,(*l)nor did the Roundsman System.(*2) 

The method of r e l i e f by Parish Employment was the 
only form of r e l i e f i f o r the able bodied poor,which had clear 
l e g a l a u t h o r i t y . Yet i t was the most unusual method of r e l i e f ] 
The Commissioners complained t h a t ¥̂ here i t d id e x i s t , the paupers 
seemed to t h i n k t h a t they had the r i g h t to short hours and l i g h t 
work. The e v i l s which r e s u l t e d i n Parishes where the work v:as 
t r i f l i n g but the pay was higher than i n ordinary emplojrraent, must 
have been patent to everybody concerned, "hen the unimaginative 
Vestry had exhausted i t s schemes f o r work, the men xiexe l e f t i d l e 
but were r e q u i r e d to r e p o r t a t frequent i n t e r v a l s during the day. 
Cobbett noticed a crowd i n a quarry at one place i n Somerset. They 
were throwing stones a t a t a r g e t . Sometimes these discontented 
gatherings were not so innocently'employed' and the Commissioners 
thought t h a t these groupsoriginated the a g r i c u l t u r a l r i o t s i n 
Berkshire (1830). 

The bad state of the roads suggested an obvious form 
of employment f o r paupers. Road-making was one form of r e l i e f 
adopted by the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a t Frome. Cobbett mentions i t ( * 3 ) ; 
" I saw .. upon my entrance i n t o the tovm, between two and three 
hundred weavers, men and boys, cracking stones, moving ear t h , and 
doing other sorts of vrork towards making a f i n e road i n t o thetown 

The p a r i s h pay, which they now get upon the roads, i s 2/6' 
a week f o r a man,2/- f o r h i s w i f e , 1/3 f o r each c h i l d imder 8" years 
of age, 3d. a'week i n a d d i t i o n , to each c h i l d above e i g h t , who 
can go to work; and i f the c h i l d r e n above eight years o l d , whether 
g i r l s or boys, do not go to \'ork upon the road, they have nothings 
Thus a f a m i l y of f i v e people have j u s t as much, and eighteen pence 
over, as goes'down the t h r o a t of one single f o o t s o l d i e r . " 
*1 Poor Law Commissioners Report 1834 p.196 , ^̂ cL been 

*3 Cobbett :Rura: 
t r i e d a t „ „ n ) 



At Frome too, work was introduced i n the Poor House. The inmajres 
were equired to make serge, bedding, and stockings. This had 
reduced the cost of indoor r e l i e f to 2/2^ weekly (per head). 

The most nauseous form o f ' r e l i e f v/as the farming out 
of paupers. When children^sent to Northern factories, they were 
being s o l d . i n t o an atrocious form of slavery. I n Shepton Mallet 
a d u l t s were farmed out at 3/- per week and c h i l d r e n a t 2/-. 
I n Taunton, c h i l d r e n were sent to the s i l k f a c t o r i e s f o r 4/4 
per head. Many advertisements appear i n the Taunton press 
o f f e r i n g pauper c h i l d r e n as apprentices. 

The system of Allowances usually took the form of 
payments i n a d d i t i o n to wages. This was the r e a l 'Speenhamland 
Syftem.' At Brompton Regis the scale was regulated d i r e c t l y 
according to the p r i c e of wheat, but, i n general, parishes which 
granted Allowances d i d so i n r e l a t i o n to the p r i c e of the 
standard wheaten l o a f . At I l m i n s t e r i n 1801 the lowest scale 
was: 2/8 f o r a man, 2/- f o r a woman, 1/8 f o r a c h i l d of 12 to 
14 years, 1/4 f o r c h i l d of 9 to 11 years, and 1/2 f o r a c h i l d 
under 9 years of age. These sums were to be the t o t a l weekly 
incomes i n c l u d i n g earnings, so t h a t afamily of f i v e (man, w i f e , 
and three .children under 9 years) r e c e i v i n g 8/3 on the roads at 
Frome i n 1826 would have been r e c e i v i n g 8/2 on the land ^ t 
I l m i n s t e r , i f the p r i c e of the quartern l o a f was not more than 12d. 

The e v i l of t h i s system was f o r c i b l y stated before the 
Commissioners by a witness from Stogumber: "An allowance i s made, 
unhappily, beginning a t three c h i l d r e n . I consider that nearly 
a l l the work i s p a r t l y paid f o r by the p a r i s h , and t h a t t h i s 
f a c t i s a c r y i n g e v i l , working great mischief and d i s t r e s s , and 
carelessness, and i n d i f f e r e n c e about h i s f a m i l y , i n the mind of 

the labourer.," (*1) 
Once the pernicious system of allowances had begun, 

i t spread l i k e a poison through the p a r i s h . The o r i g i n a l delusion 
that, the p a r i s h was gaining,since r e l i e f was not accompanied by 
unemployment,persisted for a long time. The Commissioners were 

• amazed a t the amount of evidence which showed t h a t farmers 
p r e f e r r e d low r e n t s and high r a t e s . Yej^the t e r r i b l e aspect of 
*1 Poor Law Commissioners Report 1834 p. 33 
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the pauperisation of the countryside was the most a p p a l l i n g 
s o c i a l phenomenon of the times. 

I n connection w i t h Bagborough,Bishop's Lydeard, Combe 
Flo r e y , Cothelstone, and Kingston, we hear th a t " a l l farm 
labourers, during the whole or part of the year, receive a 
p o r t i o n of t h e i r wages out of the poor's r a t e . " (*|) The same 
t h i n g was said of Taunton. The words would be true of many other 
parishes. The farm labourer l o s t a l l sense of shame and regarded 
Poor R e l i e f as h i s r i g h t . The Qverseer granted allowances without 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . I n one p a r i s h , three out of every four persons 
drawing r e l i e f were said to be impostors, (̂ -̂ k). 

At Weston, where there were no allowances, the poor 
r a t e had never exceeded 10/4 per head, and i n 1831 i t was down 
to 3/5. This stands i n s t r i k i n g contrast w i t h Stoke St. Gregory 
where i t was 26/10. At Taunton (Bishop's H u l l ) allowances at the 
r a t e of I/6 per week f o r each c h i l d , beginning w i t h the t h i r d , 
had sent the poor r a t e up from 6/9 i n 1801 to 13/6 i n 1831. 

Experiments were sometimes made. The occupatian of land 
by labourers was occasionally successful. A scheme of t h i s sort 
was put i n t o operation by the Bishop a t Wells i n 1826. I t began 
on 30 acres of land and when i t proved successful i t was extended 
to 50 acres i n 1832. The land was l e t i n acre p l o t s a t a r e n t 
of 12/6 per annum. No man could have more than tv/o of these p l o t s . 
I t was calculated t h a t a man could make a p r o f i t of £2/14/6 to 
£4/4/6 by growing potatoes on one of these p l o t s . 203 men became 
smallholders uuder t h i s scheme, and only three of them were 
r e c e i v i n g poor r e l i e f . (*3) 

At Frome, a small garden experiment was begun i n 1820 

on 6 acres of land granted by the Marquis of Bath. For a year at 

worked v f e l l , then there was so much grimibling and q u a r r e l l i n g 

t h a t the scheme was r e l i n q u i s h e d . 
At Shepton M a l l e t , the Parish Vestry took a lease on 

32 acres a t £5 an acre. They o f f e r e d t h i s land to labourers 
i n i acre p l o t s a t the same r e n t . There was no drop i n the 
poor r a t e and i n 1834 only 12 acres were l e t , so the scheme 
was to be dropped as soon as the lease terminated. (*4) 
•)̂ 1 I b i d p. 34; *2 Bedminster: * 3 I b i d p. 186 - 187:*^ Ibid.p.191 



The Commissioners make an i n t e r e s t i n g comment on these 

schemes: "Where the system .. has been introduced and c a r r i e d 

on by i n d i v i d u a l s , i t has generally been b e n e f i c i a l ; and on the 

other hand .. where i t has been managed by p a r i s h o f f i c i a l s , 

i t has seldom succeeded." ( * l ) I t seems to me, however, that the 

r e a l reason f o r f a i l u r e was' the high r e n t charged f o r the land. 

One great defect behind the whole system of Poor Law 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was the i n e f f i c i e n c y of the annual Overseers. 

Captain Chapman, who made a d e t a i l e d examination of the West 

country, emphasised the general co r r u p t i o n which existed through 

"the appointment of persons who supply the poor w i t h goods, and 

thus have a d i r e c t i n t e r e s t i n g i v i n g them money from the poor 

r a t e . " (*2) 

The a t t i t u d e of the farmers too, was purely s e l f i s h and 

s h o r t - s i g h t e d : " I n most parishes there are also a p r o p o r t i o n to 

whom the poor r a t e i s a convenience, who employ the smallest 

possible number of steady labourers, and depend upon the p a r i s h 

to supply the a d d i t i o n a l demand v.hich they r e q u i r e p e r i o d i c a l l y . " ( * 
Once allowances bad begun there was a spate of demands. 

" I t was a very general opinion t h a t frequent meetings of the 
Vestry only tended to encourage a p p l i c a t i o n s . " ( * 4 ) I n some 
parishes the poor r a t e vra,s a c t u a l l y reduced by the expedient of 
c u t t i n g down the number of Vestry meetings. 

The Commissioners thought th a t many magistrates were 
so f t - h e a r t e d and prone to make decisions which increased the 
poor r a t e s . They "considered themselves as the p r o t e c t o r s of the 
poor .. the Overseers were looked upon as almost devoid of the 
f e e l i n g s of humanity," (*5) I f an applicant f o r r e l i e f was 
d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h h i s treatment, he simply sought out one of the 
|"ustices of the Peace, who made out an order which over-rode the 
Parish a u t h o r i t y , so t h a t "the tendency was .. to render the 
decisions of the Vestry of no a v a i l . " This also encouraged the 
f e e l i n g amongst^the labouring classes t h a t the Overseers and 
^tr'~TbTdrp^i93~ •>̂2 I b i d . plOO *3 I b i d p . I l l 
*4 I b i d . p.114 *5 I b i d . f . 141 
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Vestry were t h e i r enemies. "Every appeal gained by the pauper 
was looked upon as a triumph over the Overseers and Vestry." 
An example i s quoted from South Petherton where there was a 
p u b l i c demonstration a f t e r one of these cases. 

I t was indeed a flaw i n the system t h a t a single 

Justice of the Peace, s i t t i n g i n h i s own home, could s e t aside 

the decisions of the Parish Vestry. " I n most cases a sum, 

onsidered as the minimum on which a person can l i v e (1/6 per 

ek) i s the guide i n ordering r e l i e f . " Then a magistrate would (*1). 

intervene on behalf of some i n d i v i d u a l and order higher r e l i e f . 

Yet, who s3a can blame the magistrates f o r t h e i r humanity? 

Or d i d they hope to 'protect t h e i r game? 

Often Overseers d i d not hold o f f i c e even f o r a 

year, i n p r a c t i c e , Even i f a man had imagination and determination 

to introduce reforms, he'wasnpowerless to a l t e r the general 

tendencies which had grown deep-rooted. 

A f t e r the r i s i n g of 1830, the Vestries of the 

a f f e c t e d areas were a f r a i d to reduce the aiaount of poor r e l i e f . 

Although Somerset was not the scene of ac;^ual disturbances, t h i s 

i n f l u e n c e was c e r t a i n l y f e l t . 

The Settlement Lawsa had p e c u l i a r l y e v i l e f f e c t s . 
ITo labourer found a welcome i n a strange v i l l a g e . I f he d i d f i n d 
work away from h i s own p a r i s h , the farmer who employed him 
took care to make h i s contract run out before the completion of 
a twelvemonth, i n order to prevent him from obt a i n i n g a 
settlement and so becoming a p o t e n t i a l charge on the p a r i s h . 
Large sums of money were paid out by parishes, i n t r a n s p o r t i n g 
paupers to t h e i r l e g a l 'settlements.' Further sums were squandered 
i n l e g a l disputes between p a r i s h e s . " A l l manner of mean dodges 
were employed i n order to s h i f t the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l paupers on to other parishes. One such device 
emerges from the Minutes of Quarter Sessionsj(*2) 

Thomas S i l v e r t h o r n was the Overseer a t South Bruham. 
Henry Watts was a pauper l e g a l l y s e t t l e d at Gillingham i n Kent, 
but who had wandered i n t o Somerset. S i l v e r t h o r n gave t h i s man 
a present of f i v e guineas i n order to persuade him to marry 
* 1 I b i d . p.141 *2 Wells A p r i l 23 1800 
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Ann Weeks. Through t h i s marriage the pauper woman became cliargeable 
to the p a r i s h of Gillingham. The angry a u t h o r i t i e s of Gillingham 
arraigned Thomas S i l v e r thorn. He was t r i e d a t quarter Sessions 
i n Wells. The magistrates -found him g u i l t y - a n j f i n e d him one 
s h i l l i n g i However anxious the magistrates were, i n the eyes of 
Sdwin Chadwick, to give the poor higher rates of r e l i e f than the 
Overseers wished, yet they had s u f f i c i e n t e s p r i t de corps to 
a i d and abet the i l l e g a l devices which reduced the number of 
paupers i n the countyI 

Cobbett mentions another minor f a c t o r which sprang' from 
t h i s desire to move the poor on. I n 1826 he came across unemployed 
weavers from the North of lingland, singing i n the s t r e e t s of 
Somerset towns. "The l a n d l o r d of Heytesbury t o l d me t h a t every 
one of them had a licence to beg, given them he said 'by the 
government.' I suppose i t was some gass given by a magistrate; 
though I know of no law t h a t allows of such passes, when the law 
so p o s i t i v e l y commands t h a t the poor of every p a r i s h s h a l l be 
maintained i n and by every such parish." (*1) Notwithstanding 
the p r i n c i p l e of the law i n dealing w i t h paupers, these licences 
had been w e l l kn.own i n the eighteenth century. The wording of 
one of them may have run as follows:"To a l l whom these presents 
s h a l l come .. g r e e t i n g . The bearer hereof .. i s become an object 
of c h a r i t y .. Wee have therefore as much as i n us l y e t h given 
leave unto him .. to ask, receive, and take .. c h a r i t y . " ( * 2 ) 
Presumably there e x i s t e d some s o r t of convention among 
magistrates t h a t they should recognise the v a l i d i t y of such 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y documents.^ 

^1 CobbetttRural Rides 11.74 
^2 Bayne-Powell: E n g l i s h Country L i f e i n the Eighteenth 

Century p.221 



{SOCIAL CONDITIONS'' 

^f^, ymi LABOIRERS 

I t has been computed that wages i n Somerset a t the 

l^eginning of the n i n t e e n t h century were as low as 7/- per 

week i n some parts and as high as 12/- i n others.' 

The f i g u r e s given by B i l l i n g s l e y i n 1797 may be 

regarded as t y p i c a l of many d i s t r i c t s throughout t h i s 

p e r i o d : l / - per day w i t h cider i n w i n t e r , and 1/4 per day 

w i t h cider i n summer. 
With wages at t h i s l e v e l and the p r i c e of wheat 

hoiyering between 90 and 100/- per quarter, the men v/ho 
r e l i e d upon bread and tea, w i t h a p o r t i o n of c i d e r , f o r 
t h e i r food, and who worked-long hours from davm t i l l dusk, 
were not i n an enviable p o s i t i o n . T r a d i t i o n has i t t h a t 
the countryside i s "healthy," but nothing short of a 
miracle - eked out by Christmas c h a r i t y - can have kept 
a l i v e the large f a m i l i e s of farm labourers who l i v e d i n 
hunger, rags, ignorance,and squalor. 

Any theory t h a t Factories created the Housing Problem 

i s not t r u e , f o r r u r a l housing conditions were as bad i n 

the eighteenth century as i n any i n d u s t r i a l slum i n the 

nineteenth. 

" I t has been of l a t e the p r a c t i c e of p a r i s h o f f i c e r s 

to p r o s t r a t e cottages, and to lessen as much as possible 

the number of i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e i r respective parishes." 

This process of demolition was increased by t h e " p r e v a i l i n g 

custom of making the tenabt pay the poor's levy." Such 

was the humanitarian zeal of the pa r i s h a u t h o r i t i e s i n 

1797.*-

"Many of the cottages now i n use are on too small a 

scale. Pew of them have more than one room above s t a i r s .. 

The r e n t of these cottages varies from 30/- to 50/- per 

year, i n c l u d i n g a small p o r t i o n of garden ground." 

/. Mlc^oua Co^tori^Y ^^'£h/y V©7 J" 



From 1800 to 1815, m r p r i c e s . w i t h enhanced p r o f i t s set 
the landowning farmers on the road to p r o s p e r i t y , w h i l s t they 

aggravated the miserj'- of the farm labourers. From 1815 u n t i l 
1846 the Corn Laws p a r t i a l l y reproduced the same conditions and 
by 1830 s o c i a l d i v i s i o n s i n the countryside had- reached such an 
unhealthy p o i n t t h a t only a r e b e l l i o n amongst the peasantry or 
passive acceptance of t h e i r l o t could solve the f u t u r e of r u r a l 
s o c i e t y . 

I n the long run the peasants accepted t h e i r l o t as i n e v i t a b l e 
but at times when they f e l t desperate the landed gentry v/ere 
s i t t i n g on a powder magazine. This passive acceptance of 
circumstances f i n a l l y enabled.the Government to break the 
v i c i o u s c i r c l e of Speenhamland by the d r a s t i c measure of 1834 
and so to r i d a g r i c u l t u r e of the dead weight of increasing Poor 
R e l i e f which had c r i p p l e d the smaller farmers. 

There were at l e a s t two occasions i n Somerset when 
agrari a n unrest was acute. 

The f i r s t of these occasions was i n 1801. 
This i s an e x t r a c t from a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Tom Poole of Kether 
Stowey to Coleridge, the poet: 

"We have been i n a continued state of a g i t a t i o n and alarm by the 
r i o t s concerning the p r i c e of prov i s i o n s . I t began i n Devonshire, 
and has gra d u a l l y t r a v e l l e d down to the Land's End and upwards to 
t h i s neighbourhood so t h a t l a s t vreek i t might have been said that 
from the Land's End to Bridgwater the whole people had r i s e n en 
masse. I t i s not now much otherwise, though there i s a momentary 
calm. I t i s now, I understand, a l l i n arms a t B r i s t o l , and among 
a l l the c o l l i e r s , miners, and Pill-men of t h a t neighbourhood. 

Here f o r the present, the people have succeeded i n lowering 
the p r i c e of p r o v i s i o n s as f o l l o w s : the quartern l o a f from 21d. 
to lOd. ; b u t t e r , cheese, and bacon from 1/- and 14d. to 8d. ; 
shambles ipeat from 9d. to 6d. per l b . 

The men of Stogursey and the neigjibouring parishes j o i n e d 



the people here, and p a t r o l l e d the country. They committed no 
vi o l e n c e , indeed they met w i t h no opposition.'^' 

The s u f f e r i n g s of a f a m i l y of f i v e persons when the man's 
wages amounted to 7/- or 8/- per week, of which lOd. or l/-
had to be spent on cottage r e n t , when the quartern l o a f v;aB 
reaching the p r i c e of l/9d. are too obvious to require comment. 

The second occasion was i n 1830. 
From Kent to the borders of Somerset the labourers of f i v e 
counties rose i n what amounted almost to r e b e l l i o n . The 
Somerset labourers d i d not r i s e en masse but there were signs 
off d i s a f f e c t i o n and landowners i n some d i s t r i c t s took the 
precaution of ass o c i a t i n g i n order to be ready to deal w i t h 
any t r o u b l e . 

Meanwhile there were possibly f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the r a t e of 
wages but i t i s d i f f i c u l t to give any precise f i g u r e s during 
the operation of the Speenhamland scales except by reference 
to the a c t u a l scales i n c l u d i n g Poor R e l i e f which are dealt w i t h 
elsewhere, lievertheless i t i s worth while glancing at 
conditions i n 1850 f o r purposes of comparison. 

One a u t h o r i t y i n 1851 states t h a t wages stood a t 1/6 per 
day v;hich appears, to be an increase of 50^ on the f i g u r e s 
quoted by B i l l i n g s l e y i n 1797. On the other hand the 1/6 may 
mean without c i d e r , i n which case the increase i s not so great. 
Another a u t h o r i t y i n 1851 states t h a t the general l e v e l of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l wages was 7/- to 8/- per week together w i t h 3 or 
4 p i n t s of cider per day. This seems to confirm the view that 
wages had not increased appreciably a t a l l . The same w r i t e r 
adds t h a t the Somerset l e v e l was higher than the wages paid i n 
Dorset and Devon. He expresses the shrewd opinion t h a t there 
could be no increase i n t h i s r a t e of pay without improvement 
i n the management of farms. As t h i s improvement could not be 
made without an augmentation of a g r i c u l t u r a l c a p i t a l , the r a t e 

^ of wages^ rejnained^unchanged^^ ^ ^ 



Before the f a l l of p r i c e s a f t e r 1846 there were a t l e a s t 

four d i s t i n c t r a t e s of pay i n Somerset: 9/-;8/-;7/-;6/-.'' 

The highest weekly wage was earned by the labourers i n the 

neighbourhood of the coal p i t s . The lowest s c a l e was to be 

found i n the southern d i s t r i c t s near Y e o v i l and I l m i n s t e r . The 

intermediate r a t e s were paid i n the middle d i s t r i c t i n the 

neighbourhood of Taunton and Bridgwater. 

I n a d d i t i o n to these money wages there were varying 

' p r i v i l e g e s . ' The most common of these has aHfeady been 

n o t i c e d : i t was the payment of three or four p i n t s of cider 

d a i l y . At f i r s t s i g h t t h i s may seem to have been a welcome 

a d d i t i o n to the money wage, but i f we consider that the true 

economic wage of a labourer who was earning 7/- per week and 

d a i l y cider was 8/3 per week, then i t a t once becomes obvious 

that the ' p r i v i l e g e ' of r e c e i v i n g 15^ of h i s wages i n cider 

i n s t e a d of i n cash, was a very doubtful sort of 'privilege, ' 'X" ' ' 

The c i d e r may have r e f r e s h e d the man during h i s long working 

day but i t c e r t a i n l y did not nourish him. Those who r e a l l y 

s u f f e r e d through t h i s system were the woKen and c h i l d r e n . 

Another of these p r i v i l e g e s common i n Somerset was the r i g h t 

to buy wheat a t a f i x e d p r i c e of 6/- per bushel a l l the year 

round. Only during periods of f a l l i n g p r i c e s would the labourer 

lose through being bound to pay more than the market p r i c e , 

but h i s nominal gain a t other times must be discounted,because 

he was bound to accept wheat of i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y . Another 

p r i v i l e g e which was sometimes offered to the labourer was that 

of r e n t i n g a p l o t of groxmd for potatoes a t £8 per acr e . I n 

t h i s case the farmer did the ploughing and manuring. Sometimes 

t h i s was a very r e a l opportunity to a man who was determined to 

ameliorate h i s conditions of l i f e . I t was often too, a good 

bargain for the farmer I Another p r i v i l e g e which e x i s t e d was 

that of l i v i n g i n a cottage e i t h e r a t a low rent or r e n t - f r e e . 

This might be equivalent e i t h e r to an add i t i o n to, or to a 

deduction from wagesi The chi e f drawback to l i v i n g on these 

tejims was t h a t i t meant an increase i n the power of the 

employ^ qver^ the ̂ labour er_. _ 



Rural housing conditions were c e r t a i n l y bad throughout 
t h i s p e r i o d . Isolated reformers might declare t h a t decent dwellings 

A 
near t h e i r work ought to be provided f o r farm labourers, but 
landowners were slow to make any move in the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n ; 
-In many c a s e ^ labourer had to walk four miles to h i s v/ork i n 
the morning. .Not only d i d t h i s add to the f a t i g u e of the day's 
work but i t meant a f u r t h e r reduction of h i s well-being since i t 
deprived him of l e i s u r e hours f o r work i n h i s gafeden. The only 
iiprovement t h a t can be not i c e d , V!B.S the gradual disappearance 
of the one-room c o t t a g e ( I ) during the f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth 
ce n t i i r y . The average la'bourer's cottage had only one or two 
bedroams. I t was the p r a c t i c e of landlords i n 'close' parishes 
to reduce the number of courtages by demolition. This p o l i c y was 
by no means p h i l a n t h r o p i c f o r i t enabled them to speculate i n the 
r a i s i n g of r e n t s which reached the f i g u r e of £4 per annum i n 
some cases. 

Wages were l o 0 ^ i n Somerset i n comparison w i t h those of the 

Eastern Counties. I n Norfolk f o r example, farm labourers were 

earning 12/- per week i n 1850. There were two reasons f o r t h i s 

d i f f e r e n c e : lack of c a p i t a l and abundance of labour. I n 1851 there 

were 41 persons to every 100 acres i n Somerset, w h i l s t there were 

only 32 i n N o r f o l k and 22 i n L i n c o l n s h i r e . I n c e r t a i n purely 

a g r i c u l t u r a l d i s t r i c t s l i k e South Petherton there were 80, and i n 

other p a r t s the pressure of the population was much heavier than 

the average suggests because a large proportion of the land used 

i n a g r i c u l t u r e (perhaps as much as 50^) was grassland, w h i l s t i n 

1851 there were s t i l l 40,000 acres of unenclosed commons and 

wastes. 
There was a special reason f o r the ex c e p t i o n a l l y low wages 

i n the Y e o v i l d i s t r i c t . Women worked at home as glove-sewers and 
wages f o r the men employed i n a g r i c u l t u r e were depressed. I t i s 
impossible to estimate the earnings of a f a m i l y i n t h i s d i s t r i c t 
but the s o c i a l e f f e c t s of t h i s glove-sewing were c e r t a i n l y bad. 
The work was miserably paid, and moreover i t was paid by 'truck.' 

AeU^ ^ W tbiT Joi ' 
^fi \hu ^-^ {i>u lot 
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5. INDIBTRY 

TEXTILES 

(K)W00L_ 
Somerset was once the seat of a t h r i v i n g woollen i n d u s t r y . 

"The i n h a b i t a n t s possess a c a p i t a l manufactory of woollen c l o t h , " 

says a ch e e r f u l D i r e c t o r y of 1822.(*1) " I n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s , they 

manufacture serges, corduroys, druggets, coarse-linens, dov/las, 

b e d - t i c k i n g , and k n i t v/orsted stockings." 

The West country staple was serge c l o t h because of the 

long-haired sheep. But i n Somerset there was agreat v a r i e t y of 

s t u f f s . 'Tauntons' and 'Bridgwaters' were made at Chard as w e l l 

as i n the towns of t h e i r o r i g i n . Coarse cottons were also made 

at Chard. 'Ratteens' were made at Bridg^'.'ater. We hear of 'Bath 

Beaver^ and of 'Dunsters' as w e l l as Dunster kerseymeres and serges. 

'The narrow Somersets,' 'plunkets or azures,' 'handywraps,' and 

'b r o a d - l i s t e d whites and reds' are a l l names associated w i t h the 

Somerset c l o t h i n d u s t r y . L i v e r y c l o t h was manufactured at Frome, 

Chard, and I l m i n s t e r . Drugget was made at Twerton. Crewkerne 

produced s a i l - c l o t h . The looms of Wincanton wove dowlas and 

t i c k i n g . Blanketings, knap-coating, kerseys, shrouds, ermine, 

baize, and 'penistones' vjere made at Wiveliscombe. 

I n 1791 Coll i n s o n t e l l s us tha t woollens from 

Wiveliscombe were being sent to Exeter, B r i s t o l , and London, and 

t h a t they were exported to f o r e i g n markets, i n c l u d i n g Spain and 

Germany. This f o r e i g n trade was hampered by the Napoleonic War 

but i t was s t i l l being c a r r i e d on at the end-of our period. 
'Penistone' was a cheap, coarse, blue woollen c l o t h supplied f o r 

c l o t h i n g slaves i n the West I n d i e s . I t s manufacture was worth 
£400 to £500 a week to the i n d u s t r i a l coramujiity of Wiveliscombe. 

Messrs. Whitraarsh and Brice of Taunton Y/ere paid £6,000 per annum 

f o r c a r r y i n g t h i s c l o t h to London. The a b o l i t i o n of slavery i n 

1833 d e a l t a death blow to t h i s i n d u s t r y . I n 1822 there had been 

no less than s i x t e e n c l o t h i e r s i n t h i s l i t t l e tovmship. 

*I Pigot's D i r e c t o r y (1822) l a t e r f i g u r e s are taken from the 
same D i r e c t o r y f o r 1830 



There was o n l y one c l o t h i e r l e f t i n B r i d g r a t e r a t t h a t 
d a t e . T h i s town had a l r e a d y l o s t i t s i n f l u e n c e i n the v.-oollen 
i n d u s t r y f o r good. So had Taunton. 3y an e x t r a o r d i n a r y e r r o r , 

the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y {*!) c r e d i t s Taunton w i t h 800 l o o n s , 

and 1,000 weavers engaged i n the w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y , as w e l l as 

o t h e r a u x i l i a r y workers i n 1821, A c t u a l l y these f i g u r e s , which 

are taken d i r e c t from Savage ( * 2 ) , a p p l y to the S i l k i n d u s t r y 

and have n o t h i n g whatever t o do w i t h T/OOI. "The w o o l l e n 

m a n u f a c t o r y o f Taunton," says Savage i n 1821,"is now reduced 

to a low ehh. .. There i s n o t a t p r e s e n t , i t i s b e l i e v e d , 

more th a n t e n or t w e l v e looms employed i n t h i s t r a d e , and not 

above s i x or e i g h t persons as wool combers." (*3) P i g o t ' s 

D i r e c t o r y does not mentioh the name of a s i n g l e c l o t h i e r i n 

Taunton. The o n l y persons mentioned i n connection v : i t h the 

w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y t h e r e , i n 1822, are one 'worsted manufacturer' 

and one dyer. 

Savage a s c r i b e s the d e c l i n e o f the w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y 

i n Taunton to f i v e causes: f i r s t , l o s s of o r d e r s d u r i n g the 

i d l e n e s s and drunkenness of d i s p u t e d p a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n s ; 

second, o v e r - c o m p e t i t i o n and u n d e r - c u t t i n g ; t h i r d , labour 

d i s p u t e s r e s u l t i n g f rom f a l l i n g p r i c e s and d e c r e a s i n g wages 5 

fTf±hj f o u r t h , changes i n f a s h i o n ; f i f t h , "the advantages which 

the m a n u f a c t u r e r s i n the n o r t h have d e r i v e d over us, f 1 om the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n and use of s p i n n i n g machines; \;hich would have been 

p e c u l i a r l y u s e f u l h e r e , n o t o n l y to seciore the exact and t r u e 

e x e c u t i o n o f t h i s p a r t o f the t r a d e , b u t t o supply the want o f 

liands f o r c o n d u c t i n g i t , w hich, f o r a number of y e a r s , v;as very 

s e n s i b l y f e l t . " (*4) I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s l a c k of s p i n n e r s 

had been due t o the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the f l y i n g s h u t t l e . 

Once f a c t o r i e s wi-th power-driven machinery had begun 
A 

i n t he n o r t h , the Somerset w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y was r a p i d l y o u t ­

s t r i p p e d . Some s o r t of machinery had been i n t r o d u c e d a t Shepton 

•)tl V i c t . C o u n t y H i s t . 11.418 
*2 Savage: H i s t o r y o f Taunton (lR21)p.382;*3 I b i d . p . 3 7 5 
•̂ 4 I b i d . p . 3 7 6 



I ^ a l l e t i n 1776 and had "oeen f o l l o w e d by a r i o t i n x-hicL the 
nev machines had "been destroj-ed. S p i n n i n g vas e t i l l done by 

hand i n 1820. S p i n n i n g Jennies were n ot adopted a t Taunton, 

b u t t h e y may have' been the cause o f the t r o u b l e a t Ghepton 

F a l l e t . Carding machines T^ere not used i n Somerset. The r o o l -

corabers s t i l l worked by hand, u s i n g t e a z l e s . These were n o t 

r e p l a c e d by w i r e u h t i l the end of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . y 

The combers worked i n groups o f fouT, i n each o t h e r ' s houses, 

k e e p i n g the combs heated i n c h a r c o a l s t o v e s . They combed the 

l o n g h a i r s ready f o r s p i n n i n g i n t o warp t h r e a d s , and the s h o r t 

ones were made re a d y f o r the w e f t . 

The i n d u s t r y as a whole c e r t a i n l y remained.in the 

domestic s t a t e and t h e r e i s v e r y l i t t l e evidence of the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f any power-driven mach^inery. The names of 

'T.Elworthy & Co., ^ o o l s t a p l e r s, \ 7 e s t f o r d , " and "Thomas ]?ox 

Sons, Tonedale" may i n d i c a t e i s o l a t e d examples o f f a c t o r i e s , 

so may 'Hainbury K i l l ' w hich v/as ovmed by the I l c h e s t e r F l a x 

K i l l Company. There were t h r e e c l o t h m i l l s a t Twerton i n 1790 

and Bamford Cooke and Co. v^ere s a i d t o produce kerseymeres and 

b r o a d c l o t h s f r o m machinery t u r n e d by water-power. I t i s • 
k 

i n t e r e s t i n g t oo t o l e a r n t h a t an ' I n s p e c t o r o f F a c ^ r i e s ' was 
a p p o i n t e d i n 1802 a f t e r the passing of the f i r s t F a c t o r y A c t . ( * l ) 

K i s p o s i t i o n must have been a s i n e c u r e l 

Marshall's notes are evidence o f the absence of f a c t o r i e s 

i n 1794: "A b r o a d - c l o t h manufacture, o f c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t , 

I b e l i e v e , i s c a r r i e d on, i n the E a s t e r n p a r t o f t h i s l i n e of 

c o u n t r y . B u t , i n t r a v e l l i n g i t , few t r a c e s o f such a manufacture 

appear. The m a n u f a c t u r i n g d i s t r i c t s of Y o r k s h i r e and L a n c a s h i r e , 

--- m.ore e s p e c i a l l y those o f the w o o l l e n manufact-ares, are 

marked by t h e i r d i r t and m i s e r y : companions, however, which, 

i t would appear, i n t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h Somersetshire and 

W i l t s h i r e , are n o t e s s e n t i a l l y necessary to the w o o l l e n 

m a n u f a c t u r e : the most n a t u r a l , as w e l l as the most p o l i t i c a l , 

b r a n c h of Manufacture, t h i s I s l a n d can encourage." E v i d e n t l y 

i t d i d not occur t o M a r s h a l l t h a t the Somerset i n d u s t r y was 

doomed, j u s t because the West c o u n t r y c l o t h i e r s t i l l employed 

m^n v/ho worked i n t h e i r OTO homes. 
*1 Minutes o f Quarter Sessions 



Prome was the most i m p o r t a n t o f the w o o l l e n tov.ns. 

A t the end of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e r e were f o r t y - s e v e n 

c l o t h i e r s h e r e . They employed 220 weavers who were e a r n i n g 

20/- a week, 145 shearmen a t 15/- t o 20/- a week, and 141 

' s c r i b b l e r s ' a t 12/- a week. The l a t t e r term meant men who were 

employed i n napping the c l o t h . ?omen and c h i l d r e n were employed 

i n p i c k i n g o u t t h o r n s and straws which had escaped the c a r d i n g 

combs. The women vrere p a i d 8d. a day f o r t h i s work, and the 

c h i l d r e n 2/6 a week. 

Frome was s a i d t o be the o n l y town i n England where 

' l i v e r y c l o t h ' was made e n t i r e l y from E n g l i s h wool (1828). I n 

1822 t h e r e were titty c l o t h i e r s i n Erome - " f i f t y m anufacturers 

of b r o a d - c l o t h , employing perhaps n o t fewer than 5,000 persons, 

i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n . " These f i g u r e s sound r a t h e r h i g h . I n 1831 

o n l y 730 persons a r e c l a s s i f i e d as wool workers. Ac c o r d i n g to 

Phelps (*1) th e y were 'upwards o f twenty years o f age.' I n 1822 

t h e r e were seven cardmakers, s i x w o o l s t a p l e r s , and t h r e e f u l l e r s 

t h e r e . Frome was noted f o r ' s u p e r f i n e ' (Spanish w o o l ) , 'super,' 

'best super,' and 'kerseymeres.' Kerse;iTneres were made f o r 

e x p o r t t o France, and the R e v o l u t i o n f o l l o w e d by the l o n g wars, 

r u i n e d t h i s t r a d e . 

When Cobbett came t o Erome i n 1826 he n o t i c e d the 

d e p r e s s i o n of the C l o t h t r a d e . "At Frome they are a l l upon 

a q u a r t e r work. I t i s the same a t B r a d f o r d and Trowbridge; 

and, as c u r i o u s a t h i n g as «rver was heard of i n the w o r l d i s , 

t h a t here a r e , t h r o i i g h a l l these toTOS, and throughout t h i s 

c o u n t r y , weavers fr o m the N o r t h , s i n g i n g about the towns 

b a l l a d s o f d i s t r e s s ! " (*1) 

A t Twerton i n 1808 t h e r e were s t i l l 300 a d u l t s and 

80 c h i l d r e n engaged i n the w o o l l e n i n d u s t r y . I n 1839 ( a l t h o u g h 

Phelps i s q u o t i n g the census f i g u r e s f o r 1831) t h e r e were s t i l l 

2 8 4 ' a d u l t w o r k e r s . 

B l a n k e t s were made a t D u l v e r t o n , b u t t h i s was 'a l o s t 

t r a d e ' by 1830. C r ^ e r n e was s u p p l y i n g serges t o the East I n d i a 

Company i n 1828. I n 1830 'Linsey w o o l l e n s ' were s t i l l b e i n g 

ma de a t m i b o r n e 
P o r t , i n 1859 Phelps writes^J^SomeJrade i s 

* 1 C o b b e t t : R u r a l Rides 11.74 
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c a r r i e d on i n the town and neighbourhood, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 

manufacture o f s a i l - c l o t h , dowlas, and l i n s e y - w o o l s e y ; 

l e a t h e r d r e s s i n g and glove-making have been i n t r o d u c e d o f l a t e 

y e a r s , and have superseded i n some degree i t s former 

manufactures." (*1) Only one hundred f a m i l i e s were s t a t e d to 

earn t h e i r l i v i n g from a g r i c u l t u r e h e r e , as a g a i n s t two 

hundred and e i g h t y e i g h t from t r a d e and manufacture, i n 1831. 

At F r e s h f o r d they s t i l l a p p o i n t e d an 'ainager' to 

i n s p e c t the c l o t h , b u t i n 1831 t h e r e were o n l y thirt^'^-tTro 

persons engaged i n the i s i f i i ^ i a n u f a c t u r e . 

There were t e n v/ool-combers a t W e l l i n g t o n a t the 

b e g i n n i n g o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and we have seen t t e t 

t h e r e may have been some s o r t of f a c t o r y here i n 1822. 

I n 1831, 258 men were e a r n i n g t h e i r l i v i n g from the d i f f e r e n t 

processes o f w o o l l e n manufacture, and Phelps says t h a t 

W e l l i n g t o n produced coarse c l o t h s , d r u g g e t s , serges, and 

b l a n k e t s . The i n s c r i p t i o n 'Thos. & E l y Were 1754' a t Tone 

B r i d g e , s t i l l shows where the f u l l i n g m i l l s were. 

I n 1831 t h e r e were 565 c l o t h workers a t Lyncombe and 

Y/idcombe, and 200 a t M i l v e r t o n . There vrere a l s o 59 a t S t r e e t , 

where Phelps says "sheep s k i n s are tanned and dyed f o r r u g s " , 

42 a t H i n t o n Charterhouse, 32 a t B e c k i n g t o n , and 59 a t Road. 

I f we compare the f a c t s g i v e n by the D i r e c t o r y f o r 

Frome (12,400 i n h a b i t a n t s ) w i t h those f o r w o o l l e n tovns of the 

same s i z e i n the West R i d i n g ( e . g . H a l i f a x 12,600 and 

H u d d e r s f i e l d 13,200) i t i s obvious t h a t the n o r t h e r n tov-Tis 

were much more h i g h l y ^ i n d u s t r i a l i s e d than Frome. At Frome i n 

1822 t h e r e were 50 c l o t h i e r s , 7 card-makers, and 3 f u l l e r s . 

A t H u d d e r s f i e l d t h e r e were 102 'manufacturers,' 30 w o o l s t a p l e r s , 

24 d y e r s , 67 c l o t h d r e s s e r s , 6 c l o t h drawers, and 5 h e a l d and 

s t a y maimers, besides 3 c o t t o n manuxacturers. At H a l i f a x there 

were 16 'manufacturers', 28 woolstaplers, 14 dyers, 25 c l o t h 

d r e s s e r s , 58 card-makers, 4 card-makers engine manufacturers, 

3 s t u f f and wo(^en p r i n t e r s , 11 cotton manufacturers, and 

4 carpet manufacturers. I n the l a t t e r town, there were also 

many men who earned t h e i r l i v i n g by h i g h l y s p e c i a l i s e d work 
" l a P h e T p s l 7 2 8 7 



which depended d i r e c t l y on the p r o s p e r i t y of the main industry. 
There were 8 reed, makers and 3 s h u t t l e makers. There were 

5 n a i l and tenterhook makers and 3 wool-comb makers. There were 

31 cotton s p i n n e r s . There was one f l a x and tow spinner. There 

were four 'machine makers' - whatever that might mean - one 

of them made patent mangles. There was a l s o one cudbear and 

a r c h i l l manufacturer. 

ByiHS Dyeing was not yet a l o s t a r t i n Somerset. 

The county had once produced q u a n t i t i e s of woad. There i s no 

evidence that t h i s substance was being used i n 1800, although 

a l o t of the Somerset c l o t h was blue. I n 1822 there were 

t h i r t e e n dyers a t Bath, two a t Chard, s i x a t Erome, one a t 

Wel l s , one at Taunton, and there were ^^aJoly some a t 

Wiveliscombe for a grea t deal of the c l o t h here was dyed 

indigo a f t e r being washed i n the Tone. 
There were three f u l l e r s a t Erome besides those 

a t Wellington. 
A great deal of the wool was imported from Spain, 

and there was panic amongst the c l o t h i e r s when Napoleon 

invaded the Peninsulax. 

B i l l i n g s l e y e v i d e n t l y thought that there were 

good prospects for the l i n e n i ndustry when he recommended the 

growing of f l a x , but the industry had already ceased to be of 

any importance. The decrease of the population of ^ueen Camel 

was s a i d to be due to the ce s s a t i o n of the l i n e n industry 

there. There was a email f l a x m i l l a t I l c h e s t e r and one a t 

Wincanton. I n the seventeenth century the l i n e n trade had been 

prosperous a t Glastonbury, I l m i n s t e r , Y e o v i l , Wincanton, 

Milborne Port, and Penselwood. Phelps (1839) only mentions 

f l a x - d r e s s i n g a t Keynsham. 

s a i l - c l o t h was manufactured at Crewkerne where 

there were s i x manufacturers i n 1822. Trade was s a i d to be 

b r i s k , and there were f i f t e e n s a i l - c l o t h makers i n Y e o v i l . 

According to Phelps, "about 300 men are employed i n making 

s a i l - c l o t h , sacking, and g i r t h web, at Crewkerne and i t s 

v i c i n i t y . " 
During t h i s period, dowlais and t i c k i n g were 
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s t i l l made a t Wincanton, Y e o v i l , Corton Dinham, Widcombe, and 
Stoke T r i s t e r ; but i n 1839 "This trade has declined many 
ye a r s . " ( P h e l p s ) 

Sacking and twine were made at Frome, Glastonbury, 

and W e l l s , and there were f i f t e e n 'glove-makers' a t Y e o v i l . 

At Y e o v i l and Stoke under Hamdon, the glove-trade was s a i d to 

give employment to about s i x hundred persons.(*1) 

,X Phelp. 1.125 He a l s o s a y ^ t».at -edge-tooU are'Made at 

H e l l s , ?mately, and OhewKagna." 



• 3. SILK 

"At E a s t Goker, E e r r i o t t , West Hatch, and ITorth T e r r o t t ; 

a t I l m i n s t e r , B r u t o n , Chard, D u l v e r t o n , Taunton and i t s 

neighbourhood, the l a c e and s i l k manufactory i s c a r r i e d on." (*1) 

T h i s was i n 1839. C e r t a i n l y , a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f s i l k was 

manufactured i n Somerset. Raw s i l k , i m p o r t e d from I t a l y , was 

bought a t London and Coventry. A g r e a t d e a l of the l a b o u r i n t h i s 

i n d u s t r y was done by women and c h i l d r e n . Many of them d i d the 

p r e p a r a t o r y work i n t h e i r own homes, a l t h o u g h s m a l l f a c t o r i e s 

e x i s t e d f o r s p i n n i n g the f i n e s t t hreads - "the work passes t h r o u g h 

t h r e e d i f f e r e n t e n g i n e s ; one to wind, the second to t w i s t , and 

the t h i r d t o double." (*2) 

The i n d u s t r y became i m p o r t a n t towards the end of 

the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . B r u t o n and W e l l s appear t o have been 

the f i r s t Somerset towms engaged i n t h i s t r a d e . (*3) I n 1791 

t h e r e were t h r e e or f o u r hundred 'young persons' engaged i n 

s i l k r e e l i n g a t B r u t o n . (*4) I n 1793 s i l k was b e i n g manufactured 

a t G l a s t o n b u r y and W e l l s . There was s t i l l one s i l k thrower a t 

W e l l s i n 1822.(^5) S i l k was b e i n g made a t Kilmersdon i n 1808. 

I n Taunton the manufacture of s i l k s t i m u l a t e d a 

c e r t a i n r e g e n e r a t i o n o f the i n d u s t r y of the town which had 

s u f f e r e d s e v e r e l y from the l o s s of the w o o l l e n t r a d e . I t was 

i n t r o d u c e d here i n 1778. (•'<-6) Cunningham suggests t h a t i t was 

p r o b a b l y the r e s u l t of a m i g r a t i o n from S p i t a l f i e l d s . Savage 

len d s c o l o u r t o t h i s t h e o r y f o r he mentions the names of 

s e v e r a l London f i r m s as owners of s i l k businesses i n Taunton. 

The f i r s t a r t i c l e s produced a t Taunton were 

"Barcelona h a n d k e r c h i e x f s , t i f f a n i e s , Canterbury muslins,modes, 

f l o r e n t i n e s , and l a d i e s ' shawls." The weaving of crepe began i n 

*1 Phelps 1.125 
*2 Savage p.380 *5 P i g o t 1822 
*3 V i c t . County H i s t . I I . gavage p.382 
*4 C o l l i n s o n 
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1795. The i n d u s t r y prospered and a b i g expansion took place 
i n 1806, when a new and l a r g e e n t e r p r i s e was s e t on f o o t . 
The i n d u s t r y was s t i l l t h r i v i n g i n 1821, when the p r i n c i p a l 

p r o d u c t s of the Taunton looms were:"iaSe&«^ cr a p e s , p e r s i a n s , 
s a r s a n e t s , and d i f f e r e n t s o r t s o f mixed goods." (*1) 

I n 1821,"the number of looms employed amounts t o 

about e i g h t hundred i n Taunton and two hundred i n the v i c i n i t y . 

There are about one thousand persons engaged i n weaving,one 

hundred as w i n d e r s , and two hundred as q u i l l e r s . The t h r o w i n g 

m i l l s employ about f i v e hundred persons." One s m a l l f a c t o r y 

had been vrarking s i n c e 1778. I n 1821 i t was owned by Samuel 

Uorman o f W i l t o n . Savage d e s c r i b e s i t as a l a r g e b u i l d i n g i n 

Upper High S t r e e t which c o n t a i n e d ' e x t e n s i v e machinery' w i t h 

' s u i t a b l e wheels,' s u f f i c i e n t t o employ from s i x t y t o e i g h t y 

persons. ["^2) 

The P o p u l a t i o n Returns f o r 1831 show t h a t s i l k was 

s t i l l b e i n g manufactured a t B r u t o n , M i l v e r t o n , Clevedon^ and 

Pitcombe, and i n the same year P i g o t says t h a t t h e r e was 

Considerable t r a d e ' i n crepe a t Shepton l i a l l e t . 

B ut the d e c l i n e of the s i l k i n d u s t r y had s e t i n 

b e f o r e 1831. One t h r o w s t e r who had been engaged i n the jaaioLfaEiJ 

manufacture o f s i l k a t s i l v e r t o n since 1819, had used as many 

as 5,500 s p i n d l e s , employing 300 h^nds, b u t i n 1831 he c o u l d 

o n l y f i n d s u f f i c i e n t work t o employ 60 persons f o r a fev/ 

days each week. The s i l k m anufacturers complained b i t t e r l y 

o f Huskisson's p o l i c y of r e d u c i n g t a r i f f s . They s a i d t h a t 

t h i s had l e d t o an i n f l u x of cheap f o r e i g n s i l k s v a t h which 

t h e y c o u l d n ot compete. The r e d u c t i o n was from 5/- to 3/6 

on Organzine, and f r o m 3/- t o 2/- on Tra^.^^Throvrsters had 

earned as much as 7/- or 8/- f o r t l i r o w i n g 1 l b . of 

Organzine, b u t i n 1831 the most they c o u l d g et v/as 3/6 or 

• 4/-. I t t o o k them t w i c e as l o n g to throw I l a r a b o u t , f o r which 

t h e y earned 7/6. The wages f o r t h r o w i n g Tram had dropped 

from 5/4 t o 2/6. 
i l ~ S a v a g e p.382 *2 I b i d . p . 3 8 1 : Kot 32 looms, as the 
V i c t . County H i s t o r y says'. These were p a r t o f a d i f f e r e n t 
e n t e r p r i s e w h i c h began i n 1781 and f i n i s h e d i n 1791 or 1793. 
T h i s b u s i n e s s had been c a r r i e d on i n Canon S t r e e t . 
•K3 ic te^tuetioH- <?f <<uts|. 



I n 1831 Jo.hn Ward's m i l l a t B r u t o n had been v/orking 

f o r s i x t y f i v e y e a r s . I n 1823 15,700 s p i n d l e s had been turniang, 

g i v i n g employment t o 800 persons. I n 1831 o n l y 7,000 s p i n d l e s 

were b e i n g used. 

The f a l l i n the r a t e o f wages had been c o n t i n u o u s ; 

Wages f o r t h r o w i n g 1 l b . o f : 1823 1829 1831 
Organzine 9/-to l O / - |/6 4/_ 

5/-
Tram 5/6 3/- 2/6 

Women and c h i l d r e n earned an average xreekly wage of not more 

than 2/3. 
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There were c o a l f i e l d s a t I T e t t l e b r i d g e , Radstock, and 

P a u l t o n , Twerton, Bedminster, and N a i l s e a . The t o t a l o u t p u t 

o f t he Somerset p i t s a t the end of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

was inphe r e g i o n o f 138,000 tons a n n u a l l y , g i l l i n g s l e y t e l l s 

us t h a t t h e r e were t w e n t y - s i x c o l l i e r i e s i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t 

o f the county w i t h a weekly p r o d u c t i o n o f about 2,000 t o n s . ' 

T h i s c o a l s o l d f o r 5d. a b u s h e l . ( * 1 ) There were n i n e t e e n 

seams which v a r i e d i n dep t h from 10 inches t o 3 f e e t , and 

the w o r k i n g s went dovm t o 400 or 500 f e e t . There were a l s o 

t w e n t y - f i v e seams i n the s o u t h (from6inches t o 7 f e e t i n 

w i d t h ) b u t the weekly o u t p u t was under 1,000 tons and the 

c o a l was o n l y w o r t h 3-f-d. a 'bushel.' 

A r t h u r Young flound. t h a t 4d. and 5d. per b u s h e l were 

the h i g h e s t p r i c e s |>aid f o r Somerset c o a l , 'Furnace c o a l ' 

was s o l d f o r 3d. and the remainder o f the s m a l l c o a l , f o r 

b u r n i n g l i m e , o n l y r e a l i s e d 2d. B i l l i n g s l e y says t h a t one 

c o l l i e r y was s u p p l y i n g glass-houses w i t h 2,000 bushels a 

week f o r l ^ d . per b u s h e l . I n 1797 the mines a t Clapton were 

p r o d u c i n g 240 bu s h e l s every day, b u t t h e i r b e s t c o a l o n l y 

r e a l i s e d 3-g-d. per b u s h e l , and a l l the r e s t was sent to 

South Wales(of a l l p l a c e s ! ) f o r l i m e - b u r n i n g . Welsh c o a l 

was s o l d f o r 8d. a b u s h e l a t Watchet. Somerset c o a l was 

poor i n q u a l i t y and 'very sulphurous.' The oeasgfttry a l l 

b u r n t p e a t , so t h a t t h e r e was no g r e a t demand f o r house 

c o a l . 

* 1 The V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y says t h a t a 'bushel' 
o f c o a l was e q u i v a l e n t t o 90 l b . b u t McMurtie g i v e s 
400 b u s h e l s as 20 tons i . e . 1 bus h e l = % cwt. 
*2 M e i t h e r B i l l i n g s l e y nor Youjng s t a t e whether t h e i r 
p r i c e s are t a k e n a t the p i t - h e a d or n o t . 
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The mines of ITorth Somerset were a c t i v e and i m p o r t a n t 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 'V.Taite's seam^ a t U a i l s e a was worked a g r e a t 

d e a l and the roads around P r i d d y were churned i n t o a t e r r i b l e 

s t a t e by the wheels of c a r t s c a r r y i n g c o a l from F a u l t o n . Ken 

were b o r i n g f o r c o a l near B u r r i n g t o n . But the l i a d s t o c k mines 

were the most i m p o r t a n t . The o l d method of r a i s i n g c o a l to the 

s u r f a c e depended on horse-power. The c o a l W3.E t r a n s f e r r e d from 

sledges a t the bottom of the s h a f t t o hooped buck e t s , Tv;o horses 

t h e n t u r n e d drums whic h l i a u l e d the buckets t o the t o p . The 

amount o f c o a l w h i c h couilid be r a i s e d i n t h i s v;ay was about 

20 tons d a i l y . The i n t r o d u c t i o n of steam engines i n 1804 meant 

t h a t the o u t p u t was more than doubled. A canal v/as opened and 

Radstock was a b l e to supply c o a l t o the whole of 7 / i l t s h i r e . 

The survey of t l i e c o a l i n d u s t r y , made by Auckland 

and Conybeare i n 1824 r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e r e had been c o n s i d e r a b l e 

m a d e r n i s a t i o n , so t h a t a l t h o u g h fewer miries were b e i n g verged 

the t o t a l o u t p u t f o r the ^'hole coi'nty had i n c r e a s e d . I n many 

p l a c e s the seams were t h i n b u t p r o f i t s were S2aa±t made bect-use 

of e f f i c i e n t machinery. S i n g l e p i t s were p r o d u c i n g from 60 to 

100 tons per day. Places v^here workings had been abandoned 
were: B r i s l i n g t o n , Queen's C h a r l t o n , B u r n e t t , and the p i t s 

between Pensford and Uarksbury. E v i d e n t l y a g r e a t many of the 

c o a l d e p o s i t s were b e i n g exliausted. 
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U n t i l the end of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y z i n c m i n i n g 

was p r o f i t a b l e i n the Kendips. The ore was w o r t h from 65 to 70/-

per t o n and C o l l i n s o n (1791) a l l u d e s t o z i n c m i n i n g as a 

f l o i i r i s h i n g i n d i f t r y , B i l l i n g s l e y says t l i a t d e p o s i t s of l a p i s 

c a l a r a i n a r i s were found a t Rowberrow, Shipham, Winscombe, Compton 

M a r t i n , and E a s t E a r p t r e e . A note i n the 1797 r e v i s e d e d i t i o n , 

adds Binegar and I T e l l s . 

I n 1839, m i n i n g f o r calamine had f i n i s h e d a l t o g e t h e r 

a t Worle H i l l and Bleadon, and o n l y one or two mines were 

b e i n g vrorked elsewhere. 
T h i s f l o u r i s h i n g i n d u s t r y had d e c l i j ^ e d to the p o i n t 

o f e x t i n c t i o n d u r i n g the e a r l y years o f the c e n t u r y . Whether 

t h i s was due t o the e x h a u s t i o n o f d e p o s i t s or t o 'changes i n 

the method o f b r a s s making' remains a moot p o i n t . 

Cri m D 

The s t o r y o f the r i s e and f a l l o f lead-m.ining 

i s t o l d i n Gough's 'ICines of Mendip.' A t the b e g i n n i n g of 

the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the l e a d d e p o s i t s were c o m p l e t e l y 

exhausted, and another Somerset i n d u s t r y v;as dead. 

( i j ) l E O l 

A c e r t a i n amount o f i r o n ore - never enough to 

be o f importance - was t o be found a t Ashton V a l e , P r i d d y , 

and i n the Brendon H i l l s . There i s evidence t h a t i r o n from the 

Brendon H i l l s was e x p o r t e d from Watchet d u r i n g the e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , b u t t h e r e i s no evidence to show t h a t t h i s i n d u s t r y 

e x i s t e d i n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 



ĝ ^̂ ĈIM' 
The making of c i d e r was a branch of a g r i c u l t u r e r a t h e r 

than a separate i n d u s t r y . I t was a cheap and popular d r i n k and 

was used i n tfehe payment of a g r i c u l t u r a l wages. I t was produced 

i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s by farms a l l over the county. A hogshead 

w o r t h about 20 or 25/- c o u l d be produced by a t e n t h of an acre 

of o r c h a r d i n a good y e a r . B i l l i n g s l e y p r a i s e s the ' f r - . - i t 

produced a t the n o r t h e r n base of the I'endip H i l l s , as f a r as 

L a n g f o r d , B u r r i n g t o n , R i c k f o r d , Blagdon, Ubley, Compton T a r t i n , 

and H a r p t r e e , ' s a y i n g t h a t c i d e r from t h i s d i s t r i c t ^-as ' s t r o n g , 

p a l a t a b l e , and h i g h l y esteemed as a wholesome t a b l e l i q u o r . ' 

'White s o u r s , Cackagee, Royal W i l d i n g s , Kedstreak, and 

Golden Bushels' were the b e s t types of c i d e r a p p l e . A t Taunton 

Vale t h e y grew 'Kingstone B l a c k , Court o f Y/ick P i p p i n , Fry's 

P i p p i n , Monday App l e , J e r s e y , Buckland, and Redstreak.' 

I t i s i n t e r s e t i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t t h e r e vjere v i n e y a r d s 

a t C l a v e r t o n as l a t e as 1805 when £28 was p a i d f o r f o u r hogsheads 

by R i c l i a r d Holden. 

BREWim 
The cheapness and p o p u l a r i t y o f c i d e r meant t h a t 

b r e w i n g was n o t such an i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r y i n Somerset as i t 

was i n o t h e r p a r t s o f England. ]?evertheless the beers o f Taunton, 

' B a t h , Frorae, Shepton F a l l e t , and C h a r l t o n were w e l l knov.Ti. 

I n 1822 t h e r e vrere t h i r t e e n brewers i n B a t h , f o u r i n 

Taunton, two i n Chard, and two i n Y e o v i l . Frome, W e i l s , and 

Crev^kerne had one each. There were a l s o f o r t y - t w o m a l t s t e r s 

i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the county. 

Two ' A l e - t a s t e r s ' v-ere s t i l l a p p o i n t e d by the 

B r i d g w a t e r C o r p o r a t i o n every y e a r , ( * l ) 

^ 1 Ml a n u t e s of the C o r p o r a t i o n 1800 - 1820 



*^ Gommuni ca-tions 

(a) Roads and BridgoB 

Writing of "Public Road8"i\in S o r a e r s e t , B i l l i n g s l a y t e l i e us that "they 

are 40 f e e t wide and are stoned," .."one foot thick i n the middle and 

9finches a t the sides,thereby making a gentle curve." 

Care of the roads was s t i l l a matter for the P a r i s h 

Surveyors' of the Highways and everybody was l e g a l l y bound to contribute 

h i s quota of "Statute Labour." 

Th i s much i s c l e a r from a p e r u s a l of the Surveyor' s Account 

Book of Road Work a t Cheddar;that two Surveyors were appointed annually 

for the d i s t r i c t - the method of s e l e c t i o n i s not i n d i c a t e d but 

presumably i t was s t i l l a matter for the P a r i s h Vestry a c t i n g i n the 

cap a c i t y of a Court L e e t ; that holders of land must e i t h e r provide 

"Statute Labour" or compound for i t - and compounding appears to 

have cost as much as 5/- for 10 a c r e s ; that payment for labour on the 

roads was a t the r a t e of 2/- per diem and that allowances for liquor 

were made to the labo u r e r s . The following i s an i n t e r e s t i n g entry: 

" pd. for r i s i n g stones i n the c l e f t s £1 - -

pd. I s a a c Rogers for mowing the r i v e r 3/- " 

Presumably the l a t t e r f e at was not as d i f f i c u l t as i t soundsl 

I t i s untrue then,to a s s e r t , a s many h i s t o r i a n s do,that the 

c o r v ^ was- a grievance i n France but that i t did not e x i s t i n England: 

i t had simply taken a d i f f E r e n t turn i n t h i s country so that i t a I H 

incidence was on a d i f f e r e n t c l a s s , w h i l s t instead of the heavy backing 

of s e i g n o r i a l j u r i s d i c t i o n to enforce i t , t h e E n g l i s h form had no 

machinery behind t t beyond the f a c t that the working of the Road 

S t a t u t e s was c a s u a l l y l e f t to the P a r i s h . 

Attempts were made to improve matters but without general 

e f f e c t . The magistrates meeting i n quarter s e s s i o n s a t Wells i n 1809 

complained of the f a c i l i t y w i th which indictments were held up by 

people charged with neglect to r e p a i r roads and bridges. What action 

they took subsequently i s not c l e a r but i n 1810 one F r a n c i s Drake Esq. 

presented a road i n the P a r i s h of S t r e e t as being out of r e p a i r and 

.the p a r i s h was f i n e d £300. 



The roads were f a i r l y good where there was a turnpike t r u s t , 

where there was an ene r g e t i c Surveyor i n the Parish,and where ±JIBX& 

road work was made the c h i e f means o|' awarding outdoor r e l i e f to the 

poor (as a t Frome). 
V i s i t o r s to Bath i n the winter months complained that the roads 

were a d i s g r a c e . The "Bath Herald" s a i d that Bath was "so d e s t i t u t e . 
r 

of e x t e r i o r accomodation as to be f i t only for the residence of those 

whose i n f i r m i t i e s confine them to the use of i t s superior pavements." 

I t i s only reasonable to suppose that the majority of the 

l e s s e r roads were always i n s bad s t a t e but the opening of new and 

re g u l a r coach s e r v i c e s must have brought onsiderable improvement on 

the main rpu t e s which l i n k e d Bath with London and B r i s t o l with E x e t e r . 

"The f i r s t macadamised road was made between Bath and B r i s t o l . " 

I n 1809 a new road from Honiton to I l m i n s t e r was projected. 

By June,£4,600 had been r a i s e d but the promoters were a d v e r t i s i n g for 

another £1,500. The road was to be known as the "New Western Posting 

Road." 

The i n c r e a s i n g expenditure on Bridges by the Somerset Quarter 

Sessions i s i n d i c a t i v e of the general tendency: 

1789 - 96 (Average Annual Expenditure) £565 

1796 - 1803 £395 

1804 - 1811 £745 

1811 - 1818 £995 

, The new century with i n c r e a s i n g population and i n c r e a s i n g t r a f f i c 

f orced the problem on the a t t e n t i o n of the lowal a u t h o r i t i e B , 

I n 1809 a t Taunton wc f i n d a Committee s p e c i a l l y summoned to 

s e t t l e the terms of the B i l l "for taking down and r e - b u i l d i n g lOM 

Bridge abd enlarg i n g Shuttern Bridge and for opening convenient approaches 

to the same. " 

The- n e c e s s i t y for obtaining s p e c i f i c parliamentary sanction 

for any borough scheme hampered l o c a l a c t i o n i n the days before 1835. 

Had the Municipal Act of 1835 and the County Councils Act of 1889 been 

passed a century e a r l i e r i n each c a s e , i t would have been e a s i e r to 

discover a b i g i n c r e a s e i n the e f f i c i e n c y of a l l branches of the p u b l i c 



s e r v i c e s ( i n c l u d i n g r o a d s ) b u t even under the o l d a u t h o r i t i e s , w i t h the 
r u s t y machinery o f the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e r e was improvement. 

Readers o f Dickens w i l l r e c a l l t h a t when Mr.Pickwick a r r i v e d 

a t Bath,he d i d so i n a coach which bore h i s own name,for i t was t h e 

p r o p e r t y o f Moses P i c k w i c k who a c t u a l l y l i v e d i n B a t h and who was 

an i m p o r t a n t coach p r o p r i e t o r . 

Much v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n c oncerning the speed,frequency and 

co^t oiS coach s e r v i c e s can be o b t a i n e d fDcm t h e i r a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 

"The Free Mason's Coach" o p e r a t i n g between London and B a r n s t a p l e 

v i a B a t h and B r i s t o l , c l a i m e d t o save 10 m i l e s o f r o a d oji the whole 

j o u r n e y . The coach w h i c h l e f t London a t 5 p.m. was a d v e r t i s e d to a r r i v e 

a t B r i s t o l a t 5 p.m. on the f o l l o w i n g evening. These coaches l e f t 

London on Saturdays,Mondays,\and Wednesdays a t 5 p.m. and l e f t 

B a r n s t a p l e on Tuesdays,Thursdays and Saturdays a t 7.30 p.m. The f a r e s 

were as f o l l o w s : 

B a r n s t a p l e t o Taunton: I n s i d e 15/-: Outside 10/6. 

" " B r i s t o l : " £1/10/-: " 18/6.. 

" " London : " £2/15/-: " £1/13/6. 
I n Taunton t h e y c a l l e d a t the "Swan." 

The C a s t l e I n n a t Taunton a d v e r t i s e d coaches t o B a r n s t a p l e 

3 days a week ( l e a v i n g a t 5 a.m.) and a d a i l y s e r v i c e to Bath and 

B r i s t o l (10 a.m. and 11p.m.) as w e l l as t o Exeter,Plymouth,and 

Falmouth ( 2 p.m. and 9 p.m.). They a l s o o f f e r e d t o f o r w a r d f o u r i n s i d e 

passengers t o London v i a Wincanton and SaL i s b u r y . . 

The "Royal Devonshire" (Exeter and Plymouth Dock Coaches) 

l e f t tte White L i o n Inn,Broad S t r e e t , B r i s t o l a t 2 or 2.30 p.m. every 

day except Monday and a r r i v e d a t the Old London msk I n n , E x t t e r , e a r l y 

n e x t morning. Here the "Royal Express D i l i g e n c e " l e f t f o r B a r n s t a p l e 

t h r e e days a week a t 6 a.m. On t h e r e t u r n j o u r n e y the coaches l e f t 

E x e t e r a t 6 p.m. and a r r i v e d i n B r i s t o l a t 10 a.m. next morning. 

The e d i t o r o f the "Taunton g t a n i K i E C o u r i e r " boasted t h a t 

M s f a s t c o a c h - s e r v i c e enabled him t o r e c e i v e h i s news on Tuesday 

n i g h t s , s i x t e e n hours i n advai ce o f the m a i l s from London. 



ISSmmm A c c o r d i n g t o Savage (*1) o n l y tv/o 
stage coaches passed, t h r o u g h Taunton i n 1770. One was the 

London coach which r a n t h r e e times a week and the other was 

a coach w h i c h r a n from B r i s t o l to E x e t e r and back. I t took two 

days t o r u n from. B r i s t o l t o E x e t e r . Before the making of 

t u r n p i k e - r o a d s i t took f o u r days t o go from Taunton to London. 

This had been reduced t o two days i n 1790. "̂/e have seen t h a t 

the joiarney from B r i s t o l t o E x e t e r had been reduced from two 

days t o s i x t e e n hours by 1809. By 1822 the j o u r n e y from Taunton 

t o London had been reduced from tv/o days t o n i n e t e e n hours 

by the Royal M a i l , w h i l s t the 'Devon Telegraph' d i d the j o u r n e y 

i n twentj'--three h o u r s . 

These two coaches were r u n n i n g every day i n 1822. 

There was a l s o a d a i l y s e r v i c e to B a t h from the C a s t l e I n n , v / h i l s t 

t h e r e was a second coach t o B a t h ('Martin's Caravan') t h r e e days 

a week. There was a l s o a d a i l y s e r v i c e t o B a r n s t a p l e and 

another t o B r i d p o r t . There were t h r e e coaches a day to B r i s t o l 

( f r o m •P'/Tiitmarsh's O f f i c e , the B e l l I n n , and from the George) and 

four- t o E x e t e r (?mitmarsh' s, the C a s t l e , the B e l l , and the George) 

Th i s tremendous improvement i n coach s e r v i c e s 

i s ample evidence o f the v a l u e o f the t u r n p i k e t r u s t s . S i x main 

r o u t e s from Taunton were thus improved: 

1. t o E x e t e r 

2. t o B r i d g w a t e r and B r i s t o l 

7). t o B a t h 
4. t o London v i a B r u t o n and Frome 

5. t o S a l i s b u r y and London v i a ''.rincanton 

6. t o B r i d p o r t v i a I l m i n s t e r , and Crewkerne. 

I t i s i n t e r ; : s t i n g t o note t h a t the i n t e r n a l 

communications of Taunton were improved by the 'Sedan Chair.' 

I n 177Q t h e r e was o n l y one p r i v a t e l y owned Sedan c l i a i r i n the 

town. I n 1790 t h e r e were f o u r f o r h i r e and i n 1822 e l e v e n . ( * 2 ) 

* 1 Savage p.603 a l s o v.p. 606-8 f o r coaches i n 1822 
*2 I b i d . p . 6 0 8 



CAEALS 

Canal b u i l d i n g i n SOT er s e t r a s a l e n g t h j ^ and expensive 

•business, f r o u g h t with. Ksa: g r e a t r i s k s t o i t s promoters, .The 

f i r s t A c t f o r the Kennet_and_Avon_Canal, t o j o i n B a t h w i t h l^ei^hui-y, 

was passed i n 1794. This TOS f o l l o w e d hy tvro more A c t s i n 1796 

and 1798 t o 'vary the l i n e . ' Probably t h i s was due t o the o p p o s i t i o n 

o f s e l f i s h landowners. 7/hen a l l the money which had been rai&e.d 

ra s s p e n t , another amending A c t was passed (1801) 'to enable the 

p r o p r i e t o r s t o complete the same.' This d i d n o t s u f f i c e , and a 

s i m i l a r e f f o r t was made i n 1805. S t i l l the canal remained 

uncompleted. I f i t had been l e f t d e r e l i c t a t t h i s p o i n t t h e r e 

would have been a double c a t a s t r o p h e f o r a second c a n a l , which 

was a b r a n c h l i n e from P a u l t o n and Radstock, was e i t h e r complete 

or n e a r l y so. 

T h i s was the Somerset Coal Cana,l.It was begiin i n 17S4 

a t t h e same time as the Kennet and Avon Canal. The o r i g i n a l A ct 

was amended i n 1795 and a g a i n i n 1802 ( t o 'vary the l i n 4 ) ) . 

"Both these schemes were h e l d up a f t e r 1805 " : i h t i l 

sonEbody w i t h unbounded energy and enthusiasm should come f o i x a r d 

and push them to c o m p l e t e i o n . The man who r a l l i e d the f l a g g i n g 

f o r c e s o f t h e i r s u p p o r t e r s was John Thomas, a :̂  uaker, and a 

r e t i r e d g r o cer of ' B r i s t o l . Phelps thoug^Lt t h a t b u t f o r h i s e f f o r t s 

the c a n a l would never have been f i n i s h e d . (*1) Another Act was 

o b t a i n e d i n 1809 and the c a n a l was opened i n the sane year. (*L) 

On Tsfovember 9 t h the i n h a b i t a n t s of Bath had the pleasure of 

w a t c h i n g t h e a r r i v a l o f the f i r s t barges. Drawn by s i x horses, 

t h e y b r o u g h t 40 tons of stone and 800 sacks of flo^jx. I t v/ould 

have r e q u i r e d a hundred horses t o p u l l the same l o a d by l a n d . (*3) 

B o t h these canals were e c o n o m i c a l l y sound p r o p o s i t o n s . 

A l t h o u g h separate u n d e r t a k i n g s , they are c e r t a i n l y p a r t s of a 

s i n g l e scheme. The c a n a l was 44 f e e t wide and 5 f e e t deep. I t 

was a Short c i r c u i t between London, B a t h , B r i s t o l and ^ l o i c e s t e r . 

I t s p e l t r u i n t o an e a r l i e r e n t e r p r i s e , the expensive 'Thames and 

Severn,' which v/as a s h i p c a n a l . - I f the promoters o f t h i s f i r s t 

c a n a l hoped t o c o l l e c t t r a d e by l e n g t h e n i n g t h e i r r o u t e and 

Tjassing t h r o u g h S t r o u d , t h e y were roaking a bad mistake. T'-.e r.e:, 



and s h o r t e r r o u t e tl-rrough Somerset tapped a g r e a t d e a l of t.heii-

t r a d e and i n 1814 "̂ZIOO shares of the e a r l i e r company were not 

w o r t h more th a n £1.(*1) The Kennet and Avon Canal prospered. 

Trade f r o m Sputh Wales p^.ssed a l o n g t h i s r o u t e and so d i d 

manufactures f r o m B r i s t o l . The branch l i n e f r o m P a u l t o n and 

Radstock gave a g r e a t s t i m u l u s t o the c o a l i n d u s t r y i n i j o r t h 

SoSierset w h i c h now o b t a i n e d more d i s t a n t markets. 

I n 1811 an A c t was passed f o r the ' B r i s t o l and Taaiiton 

Canal.' I t i s useless t o s p e c u l a t e on the economic p o s s i b i l i t i e s , 

a t t h a t t i m e , of j o i n i n g the Avon and the Tone. A l t h o u g h the 

p r o s p e c t s must have seemed good, s u r e l y the Severn r o u t e v.as 

s u f f i c i e n t f o r the purpose. But the g r e a t scheme enco-Lntei ed 

the o p p o s i t i o n o f a g r e a t landowner and a tremendous amount o f 

money was wasted. Phelps does not day v.̂ ho the opponent v.-as, b u t 

the idea o f t h i s c a n a l was f i r s t mooted i n 1795 o n l y t o be 

f r u s t r a t e d by 'a c e r t a i n nobleman.' {^2) I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to 

say hov; much work had been done b e f o r e the scheme was abandondd, 

b u t we f i n d a clause i n the Enclosure A c t a t "JZraxall (1813) 

s t i p u l a t i n g t h a t the c a n a l p r o p r i e t o r s s h a l l be c a l l e d upon t o 

pay^lands w h i c h t h e y have ta k e n from the "/aste. An A c t of 1824 

changed the name of t h i s p r o j e c t t o 'Bridgv/ater and Taunton Canal' 

and made the necessary p r o v i s i o n s f o r ' e x t e n d i n g and improving' 

the c u t vrhich was b e i n g made between these towns. T h i s c a n a l , 

t e n m i l e s l o n g , was the o n l y t a n g i b l e r e s u l t of the o r i g i n a l 

p r o p o s a l . I t Y.ras e c o n o m i c a l l y w o r t h l e s s . I t was opened inl8<:7. 

A wor'se f a t e b e f e l l the scheme f o r a second c o a l 

c a n a l , w h i c h was t o j o i n the I'endip c o l l i e r i e s w i t h Frorae and 

•"fincanton. A.n A c t was o b t a i n e d i n i 7 9 6 (*3)and the a c t u a l d i g g i n g 

o p e r a t i o n s began, ^/hen a l l the money which had been r a i s e d had 

been s p e n t , the sceme was abandoned. 
' The_Grand_'^ester_n Canal 'also dates back t o an A c t 

o f 1796. The Dorset and Somerset Canal Company was formed f o r the 
purpose o f j o i n i n g the Exe and the Tone, from Topsham t o Taunton. 
InK 1803 t h e y o b t a i n e d a second Act f o r r a i s i n g more money, and 
i n 1811 a t h i r d A c t t o ' a l t e r the l i n e . ' I n t h a t year the canal 
* l ~ i i a r l e T ~ B a t h ~ A 7 & i : . *2 B i l l i n g s l e y p. 160 
*3 B o t h B i l l i n g s l e y p. 159 ( v . a l s o p.260) and Phelps deal w i t h 

t h i s A c t and scheme, a l t h o u g h the Act i s not catalogued b:y 
Green ( B i b l i o t h e c a S o m e r s e t e n s i s ) . 



reached c o m p l e t i o n w i t h a f o u r t h A c t t o i n c r e a s e the r a t e s . 
I f the Exe and Tone had been b i g g e r and more i m p o r t a n t r i v e r s , 
t h i s c a n a l might have been a g r e a t success. As i t was, the 
t r a f f i c between Taunton and S x e t e r was n o t , <by i t s e l f , s u f f i c i e n t 
t o make the c a n a l a p a y i n g p r o p o s i t i o n . 

I n 1811 an A c t ?;as o b t a i n e d f o r the B a t h a n d _ 3 r i s t o l 

Canal. 
Keanwhile the g r a n d i o s e scheme f o r a s h i p c a n a l t o 

connect the E n g l i s h Channel w i t h the Severn was b e i n g discussed. 

The i d e a was t o make a r o u t e across c o u n t r y which would save the 

l o n g voyage round the Land's End. There was undoubtedly a l a r g e 

volume o f t r a d e by sea between the p o r t s of London, B r i s t o l , and 

B r i d g w a t e r . 'Holden's L i s t ' i n 1805 says t h a t t h e r e was a d a i l y 

v e s s e l t o B r i d g w a t e r from seven wharves i n London.(*1) 

N e v e r t h e l e s s the enormous d i f f i c u l t i e s and the t e r r i f i c cost 

w h i c h such a scheme v/ould i n v o l v e , made i t i m p r a c t i c a . b l e . This 

d i d n o t d e t e r the e n t h u s i a s t s who were i n f e c t e d w i t h the 'canal 

f e v e r ' and t h e r e was araeet i n g a t Chard i n 1809 to l a u n c h the 

p r o j e c t . (*2) The i d e a met v ' i t h the a p p r o v a l o f a m a j o r i t y o f 

those who a t t e n d e d . They r e s o l v e d " t h a t a canal i s p r e f e r a b l e 

t o a r a i l r ^ o a d " - whatever t h a t might mean - and i n 1810 

s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t s were opened a t Chard, B r i d g w a t e r , and London. 

The p t o j e c t became the s u b j e c t o f an amazing amount of d i s c u s s i o n 

w h i c h a t t r a c t e d a g r e a t d e a l o f a t t e n t i o n i n the county f o r more 

than a q u a r t e r o f a c e n t u r y . Erom time t o time the idea was 

r e v i v e d d u r i n g the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y so t h a t i t became a s o r t 

o f 'King C h a r l e s ' Head' i n the h i s t o r y of Somerset. The scheme 

i t s e l f never g o t beyond the i n i t i a l stages - which v:as f a r 

enough t o cause a good d e a l of f i n a n c i a l l o s s to the i d e a l i s t s 

who s u p p o r t e d I t . They p r o c u r e d an Act of P a r l i a m e n t i n 1825 

and the proposed l i n e was surveyed. The c a n a l was to extend from 

the t i n y v i l l a g e o f Seaton, i n Devon, t o a p o i n t near S t o l f o r d 

on the Severn shore of Somerset. By the time tJ^at Phelps was 

i l HoTden's L i s t (1805) p.33:the wharves -eres B e a l ' s , C o t t o n ' s , 

Symon's sTopping's , ' l r i f f i n ' s ,IIambro ' ,anc'' Cha n b e r l a i n ' s . 

*2 Sec the 'Taunton C o u r i e r ' 1809 and 1810 ( a d v e r t s . ) 



^ f ^ i t i n g (1839) the i d e a was t o use the P a r r e t t , v h i c h would save 
the c o s t of c u t t i n g the cntra.nce f u r t h e r down the coast, und to 
take the canal from Cridgwater to I l m i n s t e r , Chard, Axr i i i n s t e i 

and Seaton. ("^1) • 

Another canal scheme i s mentioned oy B i l l i n g s l e y \.'ho sa^^s (---iy 

t h a t an .Act had been o b t a i n e d f o r the I l c h e s t e r Canal, T h i s Act 

i s n o t c a t a l o g u e d i n Green and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o i i j a g i n e t l i a t 

such a p r o j e c t c o u l d have served any u s e f u l purpose. 

F i n a l l y an A c t of 1827 i n t r o d u c e d the GlastQnb'.a.-;^ Oan-tl. 

T h i s was a s m a l l a f f a i r t o l i n k G l a s t o nbury w i t h the Brue. I t 

had been completed b e f o r e Phelps v:as ^ - T i t i n g (1839). A p p a r e n t l y 

c r e d u l o u s s p e c u l a t o r s ĥ .d been induced t o support the scheme i n 

the hope t l i a t t r a d e -rould f o l l o v : . Needless t o say, the hope was 

n o t r e a l i s e d . 

^ 1 L o c a l t r a d i t i o n M s i t t h a t work was begun a t beaton, 
-)f2 B i l l i n g s l e y p.159 



LSotmu and CULTURAL lHfLUE.NCLS 

( i ) The Church 

New f o r c e s had not yet awakened the church from the long atrophy 

of the eighteenth century. The e v i l s of p l u r a l i t y and absenteeism 

were common. Chief among the signs of the Church's slow 

awakening were her missianary a c t i v i t i e s . But narrow minds f r i t t e r e d 

away many oppo r t u n i t i e s of common c h r i s t i a n a c t i o n i n h a i r - s p l i t t i n g 

t h e o r e t i c a l disputes - not of a s e n s a t i o n a l nature for the scope 

of t h i s work does not extend to the controversy on High Church 

R i t u a l nor to the strange a f f a i r s of Brother Prince and the 

Agapemone, 

On the other hand records of disputes and abuses may be p l e n t i f u l , 

but the f a i t h f u l work of many who did carry out t h e i r duties 

properly has no r e c o r d . T h i s does not mean that i t did not e x i s t . 

(iSU) I n a the Mendips 

The s t a t e of the church i n the Mendips may be judged from the 

experiences of Hannah More. At Cheddar there was an absentee v i c a r 

"who has something to do,but I cannot here f i n d out what,in the 

U n i v e r s i t y of Oxford,where he r e s i d e s . The curate l i v e s a t Welle 

twelve m i l e s d i s t a n t . " 

At Axbridge the v i c a r was resident,but " i s i n t o x i c a t e d 

about s i x times a week,and very frequently i s prevented from 

pleaching by two black eyes honestly caused by f i g h t i n g . " 

At Blagdon the curate,Rev.Thomas Bere,looked upon Hannah 

More as something of a Jacobin and Melodist. He fought her work 

and i n 1800 s u c c e e d i n f o r c i n g her school to close down. 

• There was a b i t t e r pamphlet war and she had to endure a 

great deal of r i d i c u l e . 
One of the l o c a l gentry near Bridgwater t o l d her that 

R e l i g i o n made the poor l a z y and u s e l e s s . 

The school at Blagdon was re-opened i n 1802 when the new 

Bishop,Beadon,had been appointed* He wrote to t e l l her that: 

"so f a r from d e s i r i n g that your remaining schools should be 
a 

a b o l i s h e d , ! h e a r t i l y wish them success,and you may assure yourself 



)A Dispute Goncernino: Absenteeism 
^. ^^^^ 

I n 180S the e d i t o r of the "Taunton Couxier" drew the at t e n t i o n " of 

h i s r e a d e r s tii» the p a r i s h e s of UoEth Curry,Stoke S t . Gregory,and 

West Hatch which c o n s t i t u t e d a s i n g l e benefice worth £300 a year. 

T h i s was i n the possession of Archdeacon Turner who,being non-resident, 

must supply a c u r a t e . During three months i l l n e s s , f o l l o w e d by the 

death of the curate,there had been no regular ministration,and i t 

was s a i d I h a t one body had been i n t e r r e d without f u n e r a l r i t e s . 

A deputation interviewed the Archdeacon who s a i d that' i f they would 

undertake to f i n d a curate at £50 per annum with a house,he would 

r a t i f y the agreement. When t o l d that three-quarters of the stipend 

would be spent on the horse,the Archdeacon asked,"Why need he keep 

a horse?" The p a r i s h e s were only seven miles a p a r t i 

The same source r e t a i l s a s t o r y which,although not connected 

i n any way w i t h the jaasHKiUk icn^t^^ dispute at North Gurry,shows 

the a t t i t u d e of a large s e c t i o n of p u b l i c opinion - an a t t i t u d e 

which was begotten by men ±M of the Archdeacon's type: 

"Profane Wit 

The s a l a r y of a clergyman who o f f i c i a t e d at a c e r t a i n church being 

small,and the s e r v i c e being performed i n l y once a month,some of the 

p a r i s h i o n e r s desirous of more frequent opportunities of public 

worship,conversed on the s u b j e c t with t h e i r minister,who offered 

(not unreasonably) that i f the p a r i s h would add ten pounds a year 

to h i s income,he would preach and pray once a f o r t n i g h t . - A meeting 

was held to d i s c u s s the business ;but the proposal of the clergyman 

7;as not acceded to. - A profane rogue,whose wit ran away with h i s 

di s c r e t i o n , i n f o r m e d the d i v i n e 'that i f he would abate ten pounds 

year i n t h e i r tythe8,they would excuse h i s coming at a l l . ' " , ^ i 

The e v i l s which did exist,even i f they did not lead to 

f e e l i n g of great b i t t e r n e s s , w e r e making the church into a figure 

of fun. 

But to continue the story of the North Curry dispute, 

the topic_^e_-appeare£3 the p̂ ^̂ ^̂  beginning. 

a 

180S 



of the week preceding the newspaper report,'A Parson a t l a s t ' was the 
cry i n North Gurry,and the bell)|| rang and a c o f f i n a r r i v e d to r e c e i v e 

the b u r i a l r i t e s .... but no parson came. 

"ifhy are the people of these p a r i s h e s to be so ., humbugged?" 

asks the editor.Some blamed the Archdeacon p e r s o n a l l y . The Archdeacon 

blamed h i s l e s s e e (Dane)."Then whose duty i s i t to f i n d a curate?" 

asks the editor.And "how i s i t that d i s s e n t i n g m i n i s t e r s are so 

d i l i g e n t and a n g l i c a n s so l a x ? .. The higher orders of the church .. 

•are c a r e l e s s , l i a x u r i o u s , g r a s p i n g l y avaricious,and s o r d i d l y mean." 

As for the corpse which awaited b u r i a l a t North C u r r y , i t was i n t e r r e d 

on the fol l o w i n g Thursday,thirteen days a f t e r death,by the Rev. 

Strangeways ("The name came very apt to the occasion") of Hatch 

Beaucharap. 

, The dispute took other t u r n s . ( * 1 ) The Rev.T.Coombes of Creech 

St.Michael a s s e r t e d that he had taken s e r v i c e s a t North Curry more 

than once (here the e d i t o r stood by h i s words :"no regular ministration') 

and as for the b u r i a l , h e vi^as there a t the appointed hour (10 a.m.), 

waited for n e a r l y am hour,then he v/as obliged to "hurry away i n a very 

uncomfortable manner through miry roads to perform the morning 

s e r v i c e a t another p a r i s h . " 

Next the value of the cure Y.'as disputed.In a l e t t e r the 

Archdeacon s a i d that i t was worth "altogether near £100" because he 

o f f e r e d : ( a ) Stipend £70 

(b) Vicarage worth: £20 

( c ) "The Churchyard now l e t s for £3/3/-" 

Against t h i s contention the editor maintained that the o f f e r was 

l i m i t e d to £50 u n t i l Dec.l (the Archdeacon's l e t t e r was of Dec.10), 

t h a t the house was not worth more than £10 since the o r i g i n a l o f f e r 

had been £50 with the house or £60 without i t , a n d as for l e t t i n g the 

churchyard f o r g r a z i n g , t h i s he des c r i b e s as an "indecent,indeed 

scandalous v i o l a t i o n of p u b l i c r i g h t and i n d i v i d u a l f e e l i n g . " 

When the incumbent further stated that he only 'cleared' £100 

out of the £300 gross income from the parishes,the editor suggested 

that he had permitted himself to make allowance for some 

*1 I b i d , No.16 Jan.5 1809 *g 



exceedingly l i b e r a l 'deductions.' For ' l i b e r a l ' i t i s not d i f f i c u l t 

to read 'mythical!' 

The whole dispute f i n a l l y subsided i n the following 

summer when the Archdeacon attempted to take l e g a l proceedings 

a g a i n s t the editor for h i s statements i n denouncing the 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l maladministration of Stoke St.Gregory,West Hatch, 

and North Curry, (-^^l) But a t Westminster H a l l the judges refused 

to a l l o w the information to be f i l e d , on the grounds of delay 

i n taking the matter to court'. 

"We would have continued," declares the edi t o r , " t o proclaim 

.. the e v i l s we described .. had they s t i l l been suffered to 

e x i s t . " 

*1 I b i d . NO.39 June 16 1809 



jt) T h e o l o g i c a l Disputes a t Bridgwater 1817 - 1825 

S Alongside the E s t a b l i s h e d Church, which was strong 

i n t h i s diocese, were many members of the D i s s e n t i n g s e c t s , and 

t h e i r r e l a t i o n s with the Establishment during t h i s period were 

sometimes f a r from smooth. ' T o i r a t i o n ' i s an e l a s t i c term' 

I n 1817 the Rev.J.Matthew M.A., Rector of K i l v e 

and S t r i n g s t o n , published a sermon which he had d e l i v e r e d i n 

Bridgwater i n 1816 to the l o c a l brach of the Society for Promoting 

C h r i s t i a n Knowledge. He was a d v i s i n g Anglicans not to j o i n the 

B i b l e S o c i e t y , (-i^l) His c h i e f argument was that a l l r e l i g i o u s 

teaching needs the d i r e c t i o n of p r i e s t s q u a l i f i e d to give i t . 

I n another pamphlet (*2) came an e f f e c t i v e r e p l y 

from the Rev.M.Whitehead who was quick to s e i z e on the f a l l a c i e s 

of h i s opponent's arguments. His contention that the B i b l e Society 

was only concerned w i t h the p u b l i c a t i o n of the 'written word' and 

not with i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n without p u l p i t direction,knocked the 

bottom out of Matthew's argument at once. He points out that the 

m a l i c i o u s d e s c r i p t i o n s of B i b l e S o c i e t y members i n the f i r s t 

pamphlet,were c a r i c a t u r e s of a Socinian, a Quaker, a C a l v i n i s t . 

He t a r t l y a s s u r e s Matthew tliat he obviously l i v e s amongst Socinians, 

misrepresents the Quaker, and himself tramples on passages of 

s c r i p t u r e i n a t t a c k i n g the G a l v i n i s t . As for Matthew's sneer a t 

the other members whom he did not describe for fear of 'outraging 

the f e e l i n g s of h i s h e a r e r s ' - i s he by any chance r e f e r r i n g to 

the three Peers or to the fourteen Bishops who are members? 

Matthew had s a i d t h a t to support the B i b l e Society was not only 

to m i l i t a t e a g a i n s t 'our incomparable church' but against 

' C h r i s t i a n i t y i t s e l f . ' S u r e l y those who do not support the p r i n c i p l e 

of the B i b l e S o c i e t y are the enemies of C h r i s t i a n i t y . As for the 

a l l e g a t i o n that t h i s support even threatened 'our g l o r i o u s 

C o n s t i t u t i o n ' - i s t h i s l i k e l y since the S o c i e t y contained not 

only Parliamentary leaders and Cabinet M i n i s t e r s but members of the 

Royal Family? Also he thinks that Matthew's i n s i s t e n c e on the 

danger of reading the -t^ible without p r i e s t l y guidance smacks of 

Romanism, j u s t as h i s emphasis on reasoning powers smacks of 

^^[lf}X'!2l'lI}lSIILL-liJ^ S.P.C.K. and the 
*l:The Churchman Dissuaded from becoming a member of the B i b l e Soc. 
•'<-2:The Churchman Upheld i n h i s Support of the B i b l e Society. 



B i b l e S o c i e t y "and ten thousand s o c i e t i e s with a s i m i l a r object." 

I n another r e p l y (-^^l) a U n i t a r i a n protested that God's 

word i s not obscurely r e v e a l e d and objected to Matthew's sneers 

a t the dress of Quakers and Methodists:"In the p e c u l i a r habits 

and deportment of these men, I can perceive nothing more worthy 

of d e r i s i o n , than i n the c l e r i c a l costume of some of the more 

p r i v i l e g e d orders of the church." 

The Rev.J.Matthew r a i s e d another small storm with 

another sermon which he published i n 1825. (•'<-2) In i t he made out 

a strong case a g a i n s t Pundamentalism and attacked 

T r a n s u b s t a n t i a t i o n and P r e d e s t i n a t i o n . The Rev.C.H.Lutv/idge, 

V i c a r of Othery,published a r e p l y . ( * 3 ) He condemned the a s s e r t i o n 

that the Word of the B i b l e i s not s u f f i c i e n t i n i t s e l f . He s a i d 

t h a t to gK concede the l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n to the Romanists 

was not j u s t i f i a b l e . He then pointed out tliat i n condemning the 

G a l v i n i s t doctrine Matthew had himself f a l l e n into the error of 

s e t t i n g l i m i t s to the Omnipotence of the Deity. F i n a l l y he s t a t e s 

h i s b e l i e f that the example of C h r i s t ' s l i f e should be the b a s i s 

of a l l r e l i g i o u s teaching, and ^ i t i c i s e s Matthew for not 

i n c l u d i n g any r e f e r e n c e to t h i s . 

*1 "Reply e t c . " by 'A Layman' (John Richards) 
*2 "The N e c e s s i t y of Philosophy to the Divine":Matthew 
^7) " S t r i c t u r e s on e t c . " :Lutwidge 


































































