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ExamP.les of Work from Cony Books of the Mid 19th Century, 

The following points should be noted: 

(a) the meticulous printing, 

(b) no attempt having been made to simplify English terminology, 

(c) the difficult quality of some of the examples, 

(d) the use of rhyme in learning extraction of the Cube Root. 
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Examples of Reading Material Taken from School 

Boolcs. Publi.shed !n the M1d-Nineteenth Gentury 

The following points should be noted~ 

(a) the morbid: plot and sadness. in the characters. 

(h) the underlying morality in the. stories. 

(c;) the religi.ous teaching embodied in the actions and 

sayinga of the persons in the stories. 

(d·).~ the detail poured into the sp11ce of one small page 

in the Geography Book. 

(e) the choice of several vvord.s for spelling which have 

religious conno.tat·t~ns e. g. sanctific<:.1tion~ solemnization, 

transfigura t·ion, transubs tantia tt;on . 

ts 
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SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 
PHYSICAL FACTS. 

5.'31 . .Eftmt.-SPAIN, 640 miles long; .:JaO broad; 
179,000 aq. m. PoRTUGAL, 360 mile!! long; 145 
broad; 37,000 sq. n1. Shape, nearly square. 
· SpaiD and Portugal form a peninsula, united to the Continent b): an 
llthmaa 280 mllee broad. It 11 oflen called the Spanuh Peutorila: 

~. Coo.t.-Unbroken, except in the N. W. 
· Cbnllderblf the great extent o{ rout, Spain and Portupl ~ 

-.tl:abl)' deflekmt lD sood barhou". ' 

639. Capu._.Ortegal, l''inisterrc, 1 Rocca, the tnOet 
W. point of Europe ;' St. Vincent, Trafalgar, Ta~i.~ 
mOlt S. point of Europe; Europe Point, Gata, Pal~ 
c~.~! .. ,.. · ... ,,.--- .. ... 
····~ I6ltb..-The llaleii'ric Ialea, 1 the chrof Of 

1Vfiidl are Majorca, Minorca, • aod I viza. Leoo: 
535. MOUJ&tai1t1.-The greater part of the l'•nlp .. 

... ~. a !arB') table-land, at an elevation ol about 
.J;OOO feet.. . Priftt:ipal ln01Dttlli11 range• : Pyteneee, 
t1ae JUghelt Mala.detta, n 424 feet; the mts. of AstQ
- ·a ~ntinuation of th~ Pyrenees to the W.; mt.& 
fit c.tile, ·u,e ~h .. t Sierra de Oredoe, 10,!100 ft.~ 

Eued through Portugal to Cape Roca, and cal\~ 
de .:£atrella ;.• mta. of Toledo, the higheet. pan 

., rra de Guadalupe, 6,100 ft.; Sierra Moreha,' cOn
dftuM through Portugal to Cnpe· St. Vincent, and 
~~Jled Serra Manchique; Sierra Nevada,' of whiab 
~ulbMeo, 11,660 (t., is tbe highest tnt.. in Spain. ·· 

· t 

1:2:! 'l' ll F. Jt \ Sl" '1' Q , ' I'L ~\'E llS . 

"' of lhei t• hearts. I u ~h 0rt, ~ brgc• d 
th rJ• I to b<' father nud mother to J\ • r ·, 
wh o h :t J uo Iunge r any 1 arcn ts . \ ·Vh eo
cver J\la rv att nded <l ivi ne service ut 
Erl cnbru ,~n, she 11eve r fa ilea t o vi~iL th e 
t omb. She al; wPnt, cn ·ry Sunday 
even in g, wlH'll !'.he bad an opportunity, 
to visit th e tomb of her fath er, and to 
weep m·er hi s cheri shed r emains . 
"Nowhere," w uld sho eay, " have I 
prayed wi th AO nm h fe rrour ae here at 
my fntl1 er'a gra ve . Here the whole 
world is nothin g to m I fe el that wo 
belong to a better world. My heart 
eight for that country, bcca nse I daily 
feel the evil ofth <' unc in which I now 
am." She 11 evcr le ft the g r.nve, without 
having made good r esol utions to dos
pise tl e pl eat<ure of the world, snd to 
live only to her God. 

I' I t. ru-r 103 
Th rP t c,·u rtd tubl~ - 1 ml !1 a tlistiogu l,ld n !Jhysical foatur 

111 i' pt111 t. It ie u la r~rr lhan uny nther i Enrope, extend ing over 
'" ly nnf holf of tha t klngd<' m, rnrn th Ebro lo Jhc Sierra Mo· 
ren~ , and fr 111 thr [;; . f P ortugal to bou t lh~ aKmc <l is tan fmw 
11 • cnJ< t o · he Med it<•rrunt' n. T hia tab! - land ;, not one plulu , 
bn t tev ral i being lulerl!Cctcd by ..-~riollt ranges of mou nu.ln t. 

Tho l'yren..- ba ,. th e ate<' • l t~ut on tJ,e Sp~tn i eh •ide. The 
vall<'y!, un li l. thoee of !he Alf"', are tram ' ersn l; that Ia, they ruo 
acrou t.hc ~haln, n ot lolff(ltudinall ) . The re arc ~<bovc 100 p~CI 
for ulc nd foot p..-nJ;" r., t>u only five ~ood carriage roadt : and 
of the only tw o a. r 01 tn at oil @eaoone t•f the year, bei"{f a t a le• 
clc•ation than .'i,OOO f~ t. 

536. R ir•en. D 1uro, Ci0Q 111 . ; Tagua, 600; Gua
diana,' 420 ; Gunrlalrptivi r,' 3ZO; Ebro, 400 ; Minho. 

:.37. 8 paln I• noc well-.,.&tered coun t ry. 1118 rl•en. are 
long, but their vol ume of wate r i• but email. The DoUl'O drain• 
tM N . o( the ~tra.l table-land, and lu I fA lower eou.ne theN. cl 
Portupl. AJ. tDAny of Its trlbatarle~~ riM In blgh mouttt&IDII, lb 
eonne u <ery npld; a nd it iJc oubject to hoavy awellinp on the 
~neltlng of tho anow, or t.he fallillJ or betny nLint . 'nle ,..,_, tbe 
)a~t river of the Pen in.aula, dft.!o• the central part of tbe table
land botwl'Cn the Cutiliu mOOUitain.a IJld the Sierra de Toledo, lllld 
in 113 lo\..-er coune Central Portugal. Before It reachM :u.boG lb 
et< tnary b a >Ove 7 miles wide, but COGtra.et.o to 2 mila at that elty. 
1118 Guodie.na drt1IM the S . of the table-la.nd betw- Sierra d' 
Toledo and Sierra Morena , and to ltll lower collne tbe S. of For
toga!; fonn log , in part, the boundary between tba& .antry an4 
Spain. At ubout 30 milca from Ito toorcc It dlsappean for 10 
miles, and then rioes again, and fonnt two small lakea called r
Ojo. til. G11adiana.' The G narl alqnlvlr drain• the dil!trlet tl. o( tbe 
f."l'ea t table· I(Uid, brtw.;en lcrrn Morena and Sil'rra Jlfe~~· . 'nle 
di reetlr>n of a ll th e above I• that of t he ~nountalne, TtL, W: or B. W 
The Ebro rlrnlue t.ho .R of Spain , In a npld courtll!. The :Minho, 
in part., fot'11ll the N. b<lu nrlary betwoea Spa.ln an ti Portugal . The 
n ioliUIIOa dh·ide• Franco nd Spnin. 

The r iveTS are navigable bu t tu a &mall part of their coune, o•ln« 
In thf•l r rnpidity , nnd being rncum~rctl with roclu and ahoa!J!; _•I\d 
owing to th eir runni ng fo r th<• m0t1t part In deep channeJ.t;Ate nol 
to a greAt degree a ,·ai lull lo f ·r ir ri gation . 

5:18. Climate.-V ery ci ry, except on the N. a·nd 
·. I V. coasts. The central table-land subject to great 

ext remes of tempera turn. ' 
1 fr~D\ ;\rtlbJc U"ud y , " ri ver , :\nd tl1c ancicut name Alln1. 
, ThC' Ored Hin~ r . Vrom . .\ rabic Tl'ikl~. • rt1•rr ,· Ltu l ai ..Ktbfr. tM ~r~. 
1 Tht tytl of O.,trd iana 
" At !\fftdr!J , on the v et\ l te.ble ·land , the winter is "'''ch colder than la .Enclaa4 ; 

the titero10meler not uufrequcotly ataud ln .r ft.ll4 decreet . 
.l yjn,l c:aJieJ Ga.ll~:vo , becauJte ~..oml n;; rrom o~~.t Uda, .. •cry lJierctor llD4 iriju-

'HA RY F.XN: RJE:SCEf! FRESH 'fti1/;LS. 

•

ROM lbe .time of tl.hj: father's 
death Mnry was nfway s sad. 
The -~r. -~ hii-d', in her eyes, 

lost all t heir :1111'r-Y ; an d the pmejt .. 
ne:~r the farm 1 oked a~ tho'!gb tlJ cy 

· · '· l k ']'' ffi(' 1t 111 t rue were clothed Jn o :ll' · 
1 

' h J 
mod rated hc·r gr ief, but Fhc soon a 
n w tr i:lh to mHlc rgo . . :rrc~t chn~gc: 
bud 1 a.l en place in t h 1'mc }arm, 8~(( 
the dco.th of h r falhcr . T he fo rmer 
had given the fur!ll u l lls on.ly sond· a 
man of good t m pcr nnd n.uunb l~ ~~-

osi t ion, but un llllppy iu tli .' <'h t>\CC of his wife, whom Ll' ha•l marncd :\ short 

16 

1 

1 
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rr -t rtl-i- :'t- l. ion 
Ra nc -1 i fi r Ct- ti on 
~ig -ni-11- r :H inn 
so' ], :rn- ni -z:'t-tion 
sn pe-ri -or i-Ly 
Trans-fi gu- rii -tion 

tmn -~ uh- :-;t, ,p-ti it-lion 
( ' 11 -!'ir-r't lll i· r·i ,_I! oil 

Ill· it• It' !" 1'11 ]' - l t'tl - Jy 

1\·f !l·\' I,' J" ,_iJ ,• \ -1 \' 
y ,tJ-n, · r~ -l•i1-i"-t v 

· .~ 1 tn-d i- l a-n-nn 

. Fili.E i.-OE· nlf: 11n; 111 H .'T,J Lt: . \ 1'1' 1 ER. 

Att 'old· m!\l.l fot11~d a rude boy in o11 c of hi ~ t ce~ , stealing 
apples, nnd des ired hi m t o <:o1ne thw;n ; h11 t t he y oufl l{ 
Muccbox t old him plainly he w uld nut. ·w on 't you, &aJ'B 
tLe ~nn, 'then I wi)_l !'etch y ou down ; so he pulled up 
'1m~· -t sof grnss, nnd' th re11· l\t him ; bu t thi s ou lymide 

e yaup _ ter lrtugh , t o think t he old rnan should pr~ 
~.itt him out of the t rco with !!rasa only . :·~~
Well ~-ell snys th r r.l d rn nu, if nei ther words;·'-

graes will do. ' .r mu~t tr_1· ~r hflt r i r~tw t l ~cr ~ is in stoRe '_' , 
so the oltl man pelted h111t h ea rhl~- wrth s toncEI, ll'hl . 
soon made the young ch:1p hnstcu dow n from t be trA•l; 
nnd beg tho old man's pa rdon. ..-·, 

'H>Ii \ f.. 

rj good 1corrls and .r/e" t!,J meang ll'i!l. not ?'rcloim .. ~#t . 
T.c icln:.l /ll(!-1' must be d, •alt w/tlt 11t a 11101'1' sever,:-•ua nf/R'~. · ' ,] ... . 

------------
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TilE STRAWBERRIES. 

A1f old soldier, with a woonen leg, C:lm o into" village, 
and was ouddenly token ill. IT e co ul cl not travel any 
further, and wns obliged to li e on aomc straw in a barn; 
anti it went ; cry hard wi th him . 

The little Agn thn, the daughter of n poor baa~ ct . 
maker, felt tender com pos•iou fur the sick man, &nrl 
Tisited him every day; an<! every time made him a 
p?eacnt of a half-p r nny. But one day tho hon est ool. 
dier wu much clistrcsse<l, and onid, "Dear child, •• I 
bavo learnt to-dny that thy parents arc poor, prny te ll 
me candidly where you g-et so mu ch money? B ecause 
I would rather st ar ve lhnn r eceive a oiugle farth ing 
which you could no t give me with a good coDl!Cienec." 

"0," aaid Agathn, " do not be anxious on -that ae. 
count. The money is lawfully obtained. I go to tho 
next market-town to school. T he road thi ther lrnrlo 
through a woorl where there are plenty ,_,r" ild • trnw. 
berries; oo I gnth r r my litt le b' <ket full evrry ti me, 
eel! them in the town, and rr rr i•·c n hal f-prnn y. .M y 
p al'<'nto know tho whole matt er well, nn<l ha •·c not bit . ~ 

ag-ainst it. Thry ofte n soy, lltnt th ere nrr many p<'•' • 

pie poorer than we nrr, nnd so ~·f" mus t clo them 1.1 1 

much gootl as our circuwst anC'rs will permit." 
The bright tears at cod in the ryes of the olcll!Oldirr, 

and trickled down his beard . " Good child," be ui<l, 
"God will bl ess yo u anJ yo ur paren ts fvr your betw· 
?'alent d isposition ." 

Th e p C1o rrs t may, wit.h willing hrart, 
Perfvrm a kiud u.nd lo,i ca; pur t. 

3PELUNG BOOK. c:. 1'6{Q O 43 

F .\11!.1: rr .~o " Till:: r.,, ,,~ .\SD T llF. 1\[ ous&. 

TnERB wad a lion th at wa:; once nry kin1l to:a m~ ·'
nu u ~:11·ed his life J'r.om tbC' claw :< of a cat. SoJ;Ue tu1~'8-· 
afte r this tho lion 11·ag caught in n. net, ir~ »Qch f\ ~llt~ -
t h:-tt he lav there strll !.!"'li na 1ill he woo half de,ad•: . ·, :.. -. 

't'hc mo'usc, c•11n i n~· Cy at that time, was )'sry: - so~ t o 
find tho li on in Fuc.:lt a condi t ion , nntl wns. resolved .to 
us • all hL' m c. tn~ he t olllt l t o r elc:-t.sc him. . : 

' l'h · li on. ~~oin g- i.lH· 111 0 i t>e ·o busy , thau_ked him f~JUJ 
good 11·ill, lltt lul: \ hi n i wn~ impossible for such· lli :l~»e 
t rent Ill'<~ a a ntotN' t rekn~e \u m out of so strou_~~! 

He easy, ;;ays the tnn usc, 11·hn.t strength c_aru~oJ, ~ .w;t 
and resolution oft ' n ·llh· t; yl)u saved IllY J.ife,--~.g~· 
tude obl iges me Lll rr.turn llin fa vour if I Qll.tt; , 

1
; ·:·: '·: • 

'£be mouse tl ~rP!'orc• , Lhonglr not •·eapable ,of-:bmkmg 
th~-; 11 t, yet 'set nbnut tn gu:\\1. i t asunder iu sever.a} 
place~, ' '"hic!t, nflcr rr ent parns. !te oo~plcted, nnd eet 
tl _li<rll free . 

'1011 \J, 

- Si ;!re 11 0 our l- noll'8 l"lw t 11W1f b(!id l him, :11 61' :wlla ?lllfJI 

b" ,, , 11 c1ut~ of "' l'l ' ~''.'i ltiut, it iJ the ll'l,(jltest, wis~e»n to 

l
l,.-tr.n.-· hnrlly mul (;u· , lly to all lrl llnf<r ,l(t. 'l~t ·t.~ •. uulcrd, 

·dH'•! ,; /JI; rfonr u itlumt <Ill.'/ .,~(fish o•· l'''· l"ldly jeellii!J, nud 
,~:.,· lite I f.'t' ·1 nr!t!c if r(t : . ·. ': 
- . . 

BUOin' TA roES. 1::>9 1 

PJ.RT THl! SECOND. J' 

1 Some timeafte_r a oiotingui•hed officer, who wore many 

I o~tlera, w~ passwg _tbro11gh tLe village, and dre w up 
blS magmfieont ('Brnngo before the inn to let hio bones 
feed; who, hearing of tho sick l!O!d ier, went to visit 
h1m. 

1'he old soldier immed iately told him o{ his benefnc· 
tress. "¥/"hat !" exclaimed tbe officer, " has a poor 
c!lild dono su m uch for you? Then , I, your old gen. 
era!, can be allowed to dO nulLing less. I shall make 
IU'J'allgcmcn to at onco that they p•·ovide for yo11 the 
best in the inn.'' 

H e did so, and th en went to tho cottage of liltlo 
Agatha. "Good cl •ild," he said , r!cr ply moved," your 
bcuevohmce has made my lw.u t warm an d my eyes 
"'·ct. Y ou have g• vl'n the old sold ier m any coppe.r. 

!coins, bt're you have iostl'ad of the m a.o many gold 
ou os." 

u A.h," snirl tho Mtonisl1 ccl p:n cnts, "that is too 
much ." Dut tl.Jc gcner.ll said , "NCl, uo, this is only 
a poor reward, the good child has n uetter one to 01 • 

pcct in heaven." 

Tlw fr iend ly Ac ls of holy )c,,·o 
lial"o their r ~ 1'ard 5 brrc uuJ aboto. 

12 
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SUBSCRIPTION 'T'O THE ESTAF:;LISHED CHUHCH MADE BY A . 

PROSPECTIV.E PAROCHIAL SCH001 TEACH'iiiE. 
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SCHOOL ..£.~ANS ISSUED BY THE' COMMJiTTEE" OF COUNCIL ml EDUC.I\TION 

For comparison purposes a plan of' a modern primary school is 

added. 

20 



No. I. 

\ School for 48 Chilclren of one sex, in 4 c~a, ... , i oitlf.. .,. ~ 
having a gallery rapahl •· of cookining twu \If ~~·c.l.••u . 

No. 2. 

\ School for 48 Boys and Girla, in 4 Claasee; with a CJaa..room ...._ 
. a G.lllrr .,.W. oloontaining *'- of ihe ClaseN. 

l:l:i Jl ••• ~·-· 
,....~ 

.,...-"""!' 

.21 



lr.f f School for 100 lnf,., .. w•f" ~ IC&llery capahl t• C1f ..... mmodating 7J. 
1 thLnts, and a group o ~l?r.:has. ~"" de8ks cap..IJ f n.ccommodatin , 
I ,j Infants; with !It' o-n rt <~ I· •:. 

• A L L.I:IIt V 

---- ·- - ---1 

- .-7 o'f - - ~? 
1.o'x 2. 0 r .. JZ' Hlc;:M 

-- ~' · -----> 

~ection of Infants' Gallery. 
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PHOTOGRAl"HS OF 19th CENTURY DURHAM SCHOOLS • 

' CONTENTS. 

f• 1. Bishop Auckland Barrington School. 

2. Cornforth School for Girls. 

3 & 4. Cornsay. Russell's Almshouses and School. 

5. Coundon National School. 

6. Durham St. Cuthbert's R.C. School. 

7. Durh~m St. Oswald's School House. 

B. Elwick Hall School. 

9. Escombe School. 

10. Etherley School. 

11. Framwellgate Moor Schoolroom. 

12. Greatham Barrington School. 

13. Great Stainton National School. 

14. Hart School. 

15. Heighington National Endowed School. 

16. Middridge School. 

17. Private School. 

18. Private School. 

19. South Church British School. 



1 

2 

BIS OP AUCKLAND BJ I hGTON SCHOOL . 

Opened 2 6th . ay 1810 . Cost £ 2 , 250 . 

The r ight- hand part was added in 1929 . 

Situated in Bis op uckland .arKet Place . 

COH1~0 TH SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS . 

Opened c. 1850 . 

Provided and supported by r . C. Garthorne and rs . Sur tees . 

Situa ted in Cor forth illage 



,.------ - - --- - -

3 COR "SAY.RLJS SELL ' S ALMSHOUSES AFD SCHOOL . 

Built by t he t rus t ees or the will or William Russell or 

Brancepe t h Castle in 1811 . 

School held in centre bu ilding . 

Small rooms adjoining used as almshouses - 6 women on one 

side , 6men on the other . 

Situated t mile out or Cornsay Village . 

Now known as Greena cres Naturist Camp . 



5 

6 

COUNDON NATIONAL SCHOOL ENTRA CE . 

Built 1841 to accommodate 522 children . 

Adjacent to the church . 

DURHAM ST . CUTHBERT 'S R. C. SCHOOL . 

Built c . 1842 . 

Situated in Old Elvet , Durham City . 



7 DURHAM ST . OSWALD ' S SCHOOL HOUSE . 

School and house built 1845 . 

Situated in Church Street . 

ELWICK HALL SCHOOL . 

Bui lt 1851 . 

Supported by the rector and pupils• fees . 



q 

10 

ESCOMBE SCHOOL . 

Built 1860 by Messrs . H Stobart and Co . , coalowners . 

Situated at Three Lane Ends . 

ETHERLEY SCHOOL . 

Built 1833 . 

The original building has been enlarged several times . 

Supported by H. St obart , coalowner , who lived at Etherley 

House . 



11 FRM WELLGATE OOR SCHOOLROOM. 

Da te unknown . 

12 GREATHAM BARRI NGTO SCHOOL . 

Bui1 t 1831 . 

I nscription to Barring ton ab ove t he door . 



13 GR~~T STAI TON NATIONAL SCHOOL . 

Built 1847 . 

Cost £245 , of which £54 was obtained from the Committee 

of Council . 

HART SCHOOL . 

Built 1838 by the Duke of Cleveland . 

Enlarg ed 1873 . 



15 

1E> 

HEIGHINGTON NATI O AL ENDONED SCHOOL . 

Original building 1812 . 

Adjoins the Church . 

Supported by the Elizabeth Jennison Charity dated 1601 . 

Built c . 1820 . 

Wings added later . 

I DDRI DGE SCHOOL . 

Bishop Barrington, the ·eardale Iron Co ., and the Earl of 

Eldon subscribed . 



11 

1S 

PRIVATE SCHOOL . 

Buildings in South Street , Durham City , used a s a private 

school 1840 . 

PRIVATE SCHOOL . 

Building in Cros sgate, Durham Ci ty used as a priva te school 

1840 . 

- - ---- - - - - -- - --- -------------'---------



SOUTH CHURCH SCHOOL (BRITI SH) . 

Built 1862 by Messrs . Joseph Pease and Partners , coalowners . 

Made of white brick from the Pease brickwork s . 


