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LANGUAGE

Valuable and often particularly graphic insight into
the nature and use of the spear throughout the Anglo-Saxon
period is to be attained through a study of the various
names and descriptive formulae applied to the weapons in
the wide range of documentary sources, Useful instances
are to be cited from the earliest 0ld English texts - the
near equivalences of eighth century lLatin-English glosses -
to the contextual incidence in connected narrative of later
timesy; and the whole then supported by critical reference
to cognate forms. Battle seguences occur frequently in
0ld English literature, whether with antique religious
allusion like those from the Czdmonian paraphrases, or more
contemporary military contexts like Mgldon or Brunnanburh,
while general heroic excursus accounts for much more, The
great bulk of such forms occur naturally within the poetic
idiom of the age, however, and the form of descriptions
found therefore, are consistently appropriate to that highly
specialised heroic medium. While there is no satis-

factory evidence for a special poetic diction having arisen
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1 certain words seem to have been particularly

at this time,
popular among the scopas, which might not normally have been
used in ordinary prose dialogue. The only detailed Anglo-
Saxon battle descriptions occur in verse however, and by

the time of Maldon, much that is formulaic or conventionalise
might have been considered appropriately traditional. This
can be at least partially corrected by reference to the
wealth of prose battle scenes in 0ld Norse literature,

While the greater part of the 0l1d Norse canon was not written
down until earlier Medieval times, much is culturally
antique, containing material from the ninth and tenth
centuries or even earlier, and often therefore can be seen

to bear directly on the 0ld English scene.2

1. The kenning appears to have been not a special form

in itself, but a particular combinative use of words already
in common usage. The extreme conservatism of the 01ld
English scop however, fixed largely by metric usage, must
have fixed the form of many of the words used in certaln
situations, and perhaps some were already archaic by the
time of wrlting.

2. For instance, the ring-hilted swords of migration
times must be read into hringr es i hlaltl cited by
Vigfusson, G. and Powell, F.Y. (1883), I, p 1455 and cf.

generally Sveinsson, E. 0. (1958), atlng the Icelandic Sagas.
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While the value of documentary evidence to the ledieval

1 the employ-

archaeologist is rarely sufficiently stressed,
ment of linguistic evidence from 0l1d English sources is not
without problems, Early as the written remains of 0ld
English literature may be among the Germanic languages of
Burope, the first vernacular monuments appear only at the
end of the seventh or the beginning of the eighth century,

with one or two charters, the odd poetic fragment and the

great Epjnal-Erfurt Corpus Glossaries. While certain poems,

like the heroic Beowulf, are clearly using much earlier
material, the majority of the 0ld English canon survives in
manuscripts dating only from the end of the period, and
because language is never fixed, it is wrong to follow
Keller or Falk in over-confidently reading back into
material of the pagan period, linguistic forms which only
appear in the late classical koiné of the eleventh century.2

The Latin-English glossaries, which cover some four

centuries, are particularly valuable, ranging 0ld English

1. Since Stjerna, K. (1912), Essays on guestions connected
i 0ld E mof B f, probably the best

related studies have been those of Cramp, R.J. (1958),

Beowulf and Archaeology; Med.Arch. I, pp.57-77, or Wrenn,

C.L. (1962), Anglo-Saxon Poetry and the Amateur Archaeologist.

2. See section I, pp. 12-23,
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words in a definitive relation to an entirely separate
series of connotations within the Romance tradition. This
has all the advantages of a lexicon's cross reference system,
but such glossaries must be used critically in view of the
original purpose of their compilation. They are intended
not to explain 0ld English words, but Latin words to 0Old
English readers. No simple series of one-for-one absolute
equivalences is given, but a one-way approximation to the
nearest available word, which will often vary between one
glossatur and another. In some cases the Anglo-Saxon
glossatur may have been quite unfamiliar with what he is
attempting to define, but in these instances greater care
seems to have been taken with more expanded or illustrative
descriptions.

The comparison of cognate forms, similar words with
similar meanings in related European languages, would appear
to be of value in determining any particular one denotation,
but no simple equivalence necessarily exists, despite the
frequently identical etymological origins. The essentially
organic nature of language is characterised by the growth
and decay of 1its various elements. The tendency of language
to meet the demand for a new or more adequate term by the

utilisation of a word already in use, and probably already
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associated in sense with the subject, rather than by the
invention of a new word, distorts denotation by the processes
of semantic change. Alternatively, the denotation itself,
the concrete object to which the word is applied, may itself
alter, producing the same effect by converse means. In
other cases the need for new words is met by borrowing from
another language, and here more specific concretisation of
meaning is likely. The name of the object is normally
adopted together with the object itself - a principle which
applies to weapons as much as any other form of object.

In the consideration of words found in connected
narrative contexts, rather than merely as single-incidence
glosses, it is important to make a critical distinction
between poetic and prosaic usage. Words used in normal
prose sequences, of which there are regrettably few enough,
may be accepted on their face value, but those used for the
most part by the poet require more cautious treatment. The

conservative taste of the Anglo-Saxon scop, lying as it does

1. An example well attested by historical evidence is that
of Middle English launcegay (Chaucer, Sir Topas 1.752)
deriving from: lance + Arab zaghavah, a slender lance of hard
wood to which Western armies were first introduced during the
later Crusades. (NED. sub. lancegay). DModern equivalents
abound in the pages of Kipling, and other colonial writers.
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within the essentially fomulaic nature of Cld Znglish verse,
based on mnemonic word groupings, ensures that verbal
patterns are preserved in much the same form throughout the
veriod. In some cases a word might be used apparently
quite arbitrarily in place of another, with metrical rather
than connotational significance. But while the demands of
the chrono-metric and alliterative medium were particularly
strict, so one would suppose, were the critical standards

of the Anglo-Saxon audience, primarily an aural one, which
would have insisted on the correct application of any
particular word. At the same time 0Olc English metrical
patterns, unlike their artificially syllabic classical
counterparts, are based on contrasts of sonority within the
units, and might thus be regarded as merely pruned and
regularised forms of speech patterns already natural to the
language. It is not likely therefore that a word's

meaning will have been normally distorted merely to satisfy
the demands of scansion. Within the hemistych, the words
of greatest importance lexically are generally those on which
the greatest stress is placed, and it is these that take the
alliteration throughout the full line. On the other hand,

the word of interest to us may be found within the unaccented
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element which can occasionally have many unstressed
syllables, in which case no such strictures need apply,

and the word might be treated as if found in prose context

so far as meaning is concerned. Unlike the frequently end-
stopped lyrical verse of 014 Norse literature, 0l1d English
poetic lines are either fully syntactic wholes, or else the
sense 1s carried over into an extended fragment, which, with
the characteristically parallel-variation mode of expression,
usefully eXpands many simple descriptions in apposite
elaboration.

Most simple uncompounded words are found to be
significant, that is, denoting a particular form of weapon -
a concrete object of particular shape, size and use, even
although these are not easily determined at the present day.
But there are one or two nonce poetic compounds in which it
is the quality of "spearness" that is denoted, rather than

anything more definable: gudwudu (Finns. 6); mzgenwudu

(Beow. 236); Jrecwudu (Beow. 1246). "War, might, greatness"
all seem to have a significance in context merely in

supporting some abstract atmosphere, rather than lending
particularised definition to the "shaft". Much more general
words like spere and sceaft, which seem to have a comprehensive
or coverall nature, will be dealt with before an analysis of

the various names for particular kinds of spear.
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Comprehensive words:

Spere is a word apparently used quite comprehensively
to cover all kinds of pole weapons, whether thrown as
missiles, or retained in the hand, and as such is found
regularly in most of the related languages. Cognate forms
occur as: O0,Sax. OHG, and O.,Fris. sper, C.N. spjdrr, spjot,
O0.Dan. and O.Swed. spiaer (an implement for probing the
depth of a wound). In all probability this must be derived
from a Common Germanic source'*gpa;gg, -itz (spear) emanating
ultimately from an Indo-Buropean root form *spar (to quiver).
Fick on the other hand gives *spero as the Common Germanic
form, standing in an ablaut relationship to Latin sparus
(a peasant weapon),2 while Keller relates the currently
discredited suggestion of Schrader that there is a connection
between OHG, spereboum and NHG. speirling spereberboum, both
deriving from an Indo-European ¥ spero (Lat. sorbus) which he
considers to have been originally a tree name later developing
the meaning of the weapon from the material of which the

3

shaft was made.

1. Pokorny, J. (1930), Vergleichendes W8rterbuch der Indo-
germanischen Sprachen, IT, pp.665-6; and cf. Skeat, W. (1882)
Ap Btymological Djctionary of the English Ianguage, sub "spear",

2, Fick, A. (1890-1900), Vergleichendes W8rterbuch der indo-
germanische Sprachen, I. p.572.

3. Schrader, E. (1901), Regl-lexicon der indogermanische
n
Altertumskunde, p,785; and cf. Keller, i.L. (1906), p.151.
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Unless there has been some particularly curious
semantic shifting at a later time, as there may well have
been if the contention of Schrader is correct, the 0Old
English form spere derives from a word meaning the head or
blade of a spear, and consequently denoting, pars pro toto,
the entire weapon. That this was still meaningfully
divisible during the later period is shown by the later
tenth century glosses:

contus: spereleas sceaft (£lfc.gl. 143.7)
cuspide: naegle odde spere (Cleo, IT 377.15)

to which might be compared the gnomic:

Gearo sceal gudbord, gar on sceaft,

ecg on sweorde, ord on spere. 1

(Maxims_ I, 201-2 and cf. II. 21-2)

supported by the ON.:

hjo spjotit af skapti fyrir honum (Njalss. 129)
Apart from thils unique use of the word gar, there is no
other word than spere in 0ld English to denote merely the
blade of the spear, ord being used to signify the tip or

point of any weapon.

1. Especial care has to be taken in use of the Maxims
where short gnomic sayings often seem to be quite arbitrarily
juxtaposed. ‘
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While the word 1s clearly of primitive origin, it is
found only once in the earlier Old iZnglish glosses:

contos: speoru (Corp. C610)
which stands curiously at odds with the tenth century &£lfric

gloss already cited, where contos is specifically spereleas

sceaft. But the word is unlikely to have had a really

limited connotation at any time, and later 0ld English glosses
of the tenth and eleventh centuries, like those of S, Cotton
Cleopatra A3, which alone includes seven different alternatives,
show the breadth of meaning this form could take. This is

well supported by connected usage.

A number of tenth and eleventh century glosses indicate
the common use of gpere to denote various kinds of missiles,
ass

lancea vel falarica: spere (Zlfc.gl. 142,115 Jul.gl.
332.28; and Worc.gl. §+9.31§

ansatas: speru (Cleo, II. 3H7.43; III. 516.2)
sparorum: spera (Cleo, III., 532,10)

This form is seen in use in the Alfredian Bede
ba sceat he mid 3y spere, 0zt hit sticode faste on
bzm herige,
(Becles Hist. II 10.66)
translating iniecta in eo lancea; and in the Chronicle:

ac xr dzre waere znig spere gescoten, mr fleah dazt

Englisce folc,
(Chron(C) sub anno 1055)
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A particularly useful eleventh century Aldhelm gloss

equates:

iaculorum: scotspera, gara (Ald.Brussels. 405.14)

a usage which is confirmed twice by parallelistic mode in
the poem commemorating the battle of Maldon (991 AD.) -
once simply, and once in compound form:

Hi leton of folman feolhearde speru
gegrundene garas fleogan

Oft he gar forlet
welspere windan on %a wicingas,

(108-9’ 321~2)
That the glosses:
catapultas: speru, boltas (Cleo.II. 372.25; III

508.14)
falarica: spere (Cleo.III. 512-18)

falarica vel fala: wigspere (£lfc.gl. 143.14)

do not merely represent the gropings of an Anglo-Saxon glossat-

or unfamiliar with such technical processes of war is shown by
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a similar use of the words in the ballistal Riddle:

Degtidum oft

spzete sperebrogan; sped bid 0y mare
fylle minre. Frea dzt bihealded,

hu me of hrife fleogad hyldepilas.

Hwilum ic sweartum swelgan onginne
brunum beadowspnum, bitrum ordum,

eglum atorsperun.
(Riddle 17. 3-9)

1. The Roman arcubalista (Vegetius Renatus, De Re Milit. II,
15; LV, 22) is early attributed to the Goths: (Ammianus
Marcellinus, XXII 8; and Jordanes, De Re Getica, 5). Balista
is interestingly found glossed as: gelocen boge as early as
the tenth century (£lfc.gl. 143.22), although the word agrblaste
is not found in connected prose until it appears, presumably
as a French loan word, in the OE.Chroniecle D version for 1079
AD, There seems to have been a hiatus in European practice
from the earlier Dark Ages until some time in the tenth
century, when it again appears in France, found illustrated

in manuscripts from the middle and later tenth century
onwards: (J4dhns, M. (1889), Entwickelungsgeschichte der

alten Trutzswaffen, taf. XL fig.ll1). In England, this weapon
is prescrived by Cnut's Constitutiones de Foresta (VIII),
Riddle 23, for which the solution "cross-bow" has been
suggested (Krapp, G.P. and Dobbie, E.V.K. (1936), p.334)

might be usefully compared. Sievers suggested that the
opening acrostic Agof indicates a date some time in the
earlier eighth century (Sievers, E. (1891), Zu Cynewulf;
Anglia XIII, pp.15-6), but others, like Tupper, disagree;
(Tupper, F. (1910), The Riddles of the Fxeter Book, p.lvii),
putting the entire piece later on syntactic grounds.
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where it is elaborated with ord, and more significantly,
pil.
The use of the word to denote, on the other hand, some

much larger kind of hand-spear:

contos: speru, odde spreotas (Cleo. II. 365.73 375.1k;
and c¢f. Corp. C610)

hasta: spere (Cleo. I. 273.3; II. 417.28)

is equally supported by connected usage in prose and verse,

The spear which pierced the side of Christ, Jerome's lancea,

is translated thus

ah an dara cempa mid spere sidu his untynde ond sona
ofeade blod ond watter.

(Lindisf. Jn. XIX 3}4)
. 1

with which might be compared the Cynewulfian poetic version.
Herod dies by his own hand with the same weapon according

to another late religious author:

Nu dzs de we to sodon wyton, dzt se sylfa Herodes
da hys spere gena(m) (and) hyne sylfne ofstang and
he swa sorhlice hys 1lyf geendode.

(Veronica 119)

SS, Milus and Thomas are ofsticod in the same way at their

martyrdom.2

And carried as a weapon by a mounted warrior:
he hine werode 0dd&t his sceaft @tstod =ztforan

him, and 0zt hors hine bzr ford, swa d=zt d=t

spere him eode durh ut, and he feo%l cwelende.

(ﬁlfric 12.55)

1. Christ 1446-9.

2. Martyrologium 206.1.5; 222,1.7.
3 And cf. Epist.Alex. 481.
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A similar parallel elaboration of spere and sceagft occurs

in the verse:

habbad leoht speru, lange sceaftas,
swidmode sweopan, swenga ne wyrnad,

dearra dynta:

(Sol. 120-23; and cf. 127-31)

The use of concrete words to describe abstract qualities
is usually characteristic of the Latin tradition at this time,
but they are often translated gquite meaningfully into 0ld
English. The lanceg which Prudentius ascribes to Ira, and
Gregory to Truth, become respectively:

Her dat yrre hys spere scotad ongean dat gedyld
(Prud. 20a)

and

Wid da speru dzre sodfestnesse hie hie scildad, donne
hi mon tzan wile ond arasian for hira undeawumn. 1
(Past. 245.10)
It is without doubt, however, a Germanic mind that uses the
same image to describe a stitch or shooting pain, and the
darts of the norn-like witches who send the complaint:
Ut lytel spere, gif her inne sie

der da mihtigan wif hyra megen beraddon
ond hy gyllende garas szndan.
(Charm IV, 6-9)

More consciously abstract are the compound forms 1ike

degdsperu (Riddle 3. 53), sperenid (Genesis 2059) or

1. And cf. hiere feonda speru (Past. 277. 22).
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sperebrogan (Riddle 17.4); wused merely to emphasise the
atmosphere of death and terror in war, while in gsperehand
(Cod.Dip. ii 399 1.5) and sperehealfe (Dip,.Angl. 491.20)
where they denote male rather than female descendents in
charters of the late ninth and tenth centuries, there is no
clear evidence that the elements are still meaningfully
divisible. It is curious that there appears to be no
active verbal formation out of gpere meaning "to spear", the
denotation of which is usually taken by stician or onstingian.
The verb recorded just once, 1in the tenth century Saxon
patois:

da como(n) dzr semninga twegen englas to him gesceldode
ond gesperode, ond mid heora geatwum gegyrede,

(Blicklings. 221,28)

has the clear meaning merely of "being provided with a spear".
A small number of instances occur where a compound form

of this word is apparently used to specify some particular

concrete form of weapon, which might possibly be gefined by

usage. rrom the tenth and eleventh century, glosses record:

venabulum: barspere (Jul.gl. 311.5; Ald. 1.737; and
Worc,gl. 939,1%)
1 genabulis: barsperum (margin: dioxum) (Ald,Brussels
23.7
venabulum: barspere vel huntigspere (Zlfc,gl. 142.12)
venabulis: eoforsperum (41ld. 7.56)
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while at the same late date Byrhtferd suggests:

beah hine deofol mid his lymum wylle gedreccan, ond mid
barspere beotige to ofsticianne.
(Byrhtferd, 14k+.7).

No earlier reference is found however, and cuite what form
this may be assumed to have taken, is not clear. The
seventh century description of Isidorus, explaining a text
in Martian, reads:
Venabula dicta quasi venatui abilia, vel qula venientem
excipiunt, quasi excipiabula. Excipiunt enim apros
expectantque leones, intrant ursos, sit tantum firma
manus.,
but, as with his description of the gmentum, there is no
clear evidence that the object was in contemporary use and
the general function of Isidorus is to explain obscure or
antique terms. That the later references are to the group
of weapons of the lugged T series, is open to doubt.l
Between the eighth and eleventh century the same gloss
occurs:

2

dolones, tela (arma) absconsa: hunsporan (Corp. D351)

1. See section III, p. 301.

2. Bosworth and Toller associate hunspuran with hundyrel - the
hole in the masthead taking the lanyard; whereas ON hunn refers
to the knob or terminal at the end of a staff. Dolones were
known since classical times as a kind of staff sword- stick, cf.
OHG stapasvert, with which the semantic shift involved in

framea might be compared. (See this section, p."21).
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dolones: hunspuran (Cleo, II. 385.38)
Despite the curious introduction of tela (arma) absconsa,
this seems most likely to refer to some kind of hand spear
or short pike, as the later tenth century gloss:
dolones: stazfsweord (£lfc.gl. 143.21)
suggests.
We are told of the monster Grendel's arm:
Foran sghwylc was,
stidra nzgla gehwylc, style gelicost,
hazdenes handsporu hilderinces
egl, unheoru.
(Beow, 984-7)

Placed within the context of martial images, as it is, and

paralleled with style gelicost, this might well consciously

recall the hunsporan of the glosses, especially if we take
the Corpus arma gbsconsa as understood. With this in mind
the eighth century gloss:

ungula ferrum curbunt (curvum ut) digiti: nzgl speru
(Corp. V255, and cf. V260)

becomes of greater significance,
One further area of obscurity lies round another

probable type, instanced in the tenth century gloss:

amentum: wegures geridspere (£lfc,gl. 143.13) (and
cf. gewridspere (Kluge gl. 143)

The similar qualifying adjective of the same glossary:
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hasta: getridwet spere (&lfc.gl. 143.5)
a form unknown to Bosworth and Toller, is unlikely to be
associated with the former gloss, if both hasta, and amentum
can be considered at the same time to have retained anything
like their originally disparate connotations. However, both
the legitimate gmentum and the use of bindings to indilcate
the point of balance in missile shafts, seem to have survived
at least through the earlier part of the Anglo-Saxon period,
and probably in occasional instances, rather later.l
Perhaps gewrid~ is to be interpreted as some such kind of
binding, in which case Isidorus's commentary would be
apposite.2
In connected 01ld English usage, the uncompounded form
of spere has an essentially prosaic distribution, found
some twenty-five times in prose works, as against just some
five times in the much more extensively relevant verse canon.
And of these, two occur in Maldon (108 and 137), one in
Christ (144+7), and the other two in the more primitive and
less "poetic" Maxims I (322), and Charm IV (6 etc.). On

1. See sections IV, pp.465f and VI, p.587f.

2., Orig. sive Etym. 18 (7); cf. this section, p. 494.
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the other hand, compound derivative forms, apart from the
apparently meaningful barspere of Byrhtferd (114, 7), are
found only in verse. But in these instances: attorsper
(Riddle 17.9), deadsperu (Riddle 3.53), handsporu (Beow. 986),
sperebrogan (Riddle 17.4), sperenid (Genesis 2059) or wzlsper
(Maldon 3223 Charm IV, 16), the forms seem to have no
concrete meaning, but are used merely in an abstract sense
acceptable to the verse context. In 01d Norse literature
on the other hand, the cognate spj8rr is an essentially
poetic word, in contra-distinction to the more usual
associated form, spjot. In one curious instance the two
are apparently contrasted:

fljuga nu bzdi sporr ok spjot (Romveria, 222)
but this is less likely to refer to two distinect kinds of
weapon in use, than to a merely convenient variation-

elaboration formula.

Sceaft. A second comprehensive word which, although
less frequently used, is found with the same width of connotation
as spere. And similarly, cognate forms are found in most of
the related Germanic languages: O.Sax. skaft (spear); OHG.
skaft (hasta jaculum); ON.skaft, skapt (shaft, or haft as of

an axe); O.,Dan. and O.Swed. gskaft (handle); the entire
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series deriving in all probability from a common Indo-
European root form * sgab(h)- meaning "to scrape, shave, or
trim",l with which might be compared OE sceafan '"shave, or
polish", scefda "shaving". The consistently smoothed
characteristic of pre-Roman period spear-shafts has already
been remarked,2 and it is interesting to recall that Isidorus

in the seventh century remarked: Nomen autem hasta ab astu

sumpsit (Etym. 18 (7)). Developed side by side with the
retention of the original botanical denotation of "piece of
a plant, stem", as in:

And dippad ysopan sceaft on dam blode, de ys on dam

derxolde, and sprengad on dat oferslege and on =gder
gedyre. (Prose Exodus 12.22)

there can be little doubt but that the primitive semantic
shift occurred, as with asg,3 at a time when iron was still
sufficiently uncommon for Tacitus's praeusta te;l:g)+ to have

represented the more usual appearance of the weapon.

——

1. Pokorny, J. (1930)II, pp.559-63., Skeat, ¥. (1882) sub
"shaft',

2. See section II, p. 44.

3. And cf. Greek 36pv, which like msc survives with other
"wood" denotations, like that of ships timbers.

4.  Apnals II, 1%, and cf. Germania, 6.
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The primary meaning by the later part of the period
is still1 clearly that of the tenth century gloss:
contus: spereleas sceaft (Zlfc,gl. 143.7)
that is, the wooden pole of the weapon as distinct from the

metal blade, spere; but the range of its use, pars pro toto

at the same time, is seen from other glosses of the tenth
and eleventh centuries, such as:

. (h;asta vel quiris: sceaft (Jul,gl. 332.36; Zlfc.gl.
142. 19

cuspis: sceaft (in an "arrow" sequence) (£lfc.gl.
143,183 Alfc.gr. 56.4)

In connected usage, a clear distinction is frequently
made between shaft and blade, thus: in the heat of battle:

He sceaf %a mid dam scylde, ozt se sceaft toberst,
and dzt spere sprengde, 0zt hit sprang ongean.
(Maldon 136-7).

or in the more casual gnonmic:

Gearo sceal gudbord, gar on sceaft,
ecg on sweord, ord on spere,
(Maxims I 201-2)

or as implied in the compound form:

Hi ongunnon eora hors mid heora sperescazftum derscan

(Greg,Dial. 1%.27)

1. Keller's implication that the simple uncompounded form is
recorded as early as the time of the Epinal-Erfurt
compilation (p.146), is incorrect, although some such form
very probably existed at the time.
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But meaning Jjust "spear", the word occurs for instance in
the context:
bogan hangodan on heora eaxlum, and hig b=zron lange
sceaftas, and ne coman hig to fiohtanne
(Malchus 38.9; De Vitris Patrum 222)
In another translation of Prudentius,1 the gpere(lancea) of

Ira is replaced by:

Her dat yrre dat gedyld mid dam sceafte slihd.
(Prug. 18a)

And the same word is used with reference to darts and missiles:

donne strzla storm strengum gebaded
scoc ofer scild-weall, sceft nytte heold,
fe(d)er-gearwun fus, flane fulleode.

(Beow. 3117-9)

or

Hlyn weard on wicum
scylda and sceafta, sceotendra fyll,
gudflana gegrind.

(Genesis 2061-3)

The last connotation survives well into Medieval times, and

less regularly even into modern usage.2

1. See gbove, p. 422.

2, Cf., Ne no schafte ne no schelde fo schwue ne to smyte:
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, 205. In NE however,
this word frequently has the mor?2%imited meaning of

"arrow shaft'"y; NED, sub shaft.
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As with gpere, sceaft provides a convenient element in
powerful poetic compounds of an abstract martial nature, as
in for instance, the destructive aspects of:

grege syrcan ond grim-helmas,

heresceafta heap.

(Beow. 334-5)
or

letad hilde-bord her onbid(an)

wudu, walsceaftas worda gedinges.

(Ibid. 397-8)

Similarly abstract is the compound sceaftrijhte, found
frequently used as a directive in land-grant charters, like
that of Adelheard in the eighth century, who directs:

of dam pade sceaftrihte on alr sud ofer on hlypan.
(CartSax. III 567.1%)L

The meaning in context makes most sense as '"straight'", and
possibly originates in some such expression as '"straight as
a spear-shaft", or perhaps "as straight as a thrown spear-

2

shaft", The word is incorporated at least once in the

surviving form of a place name, Shaftesbury (Sceaftesberi),

1. Cf. the tenth century instances, Cart,Sax. III 336.25;
682,105 23,

2, Cf. NE "straight as an arrow, - as a die" or "as the crow
flies", both still used in topographical descriptions.
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perhaps like Shebbear, describing locale particularly
productive of noteworthy hafting materials.l
The incidence of this form is not sufficiently extensive
for there to be any clear indication of whether its distri-
bution is largely poetic or prosaic, Apart from sceaftrihte,
where the separate elements might not at this time be meaningful,
compound forms, as with those of spere, occur only in an
abstract sense in verse context. The simple uncompounded
form seems to occur however in both prose and verse indifferently.
Associated with the word sceaft are five curious gloss
references from ti:e early and middle eighth century, which
2

occur nowhere else:

amentum: scept(l)og (Corp. A517)
amentis: sceptloum (Ep.Er. 3(1); Corp. ASh48)
hastilia telorum: scaptloan (Ep,Er. 11(30); Corp. H8)

1. Smith, A.H. (1956) I, p.19%, II p.99; Gover, J.E.B. et al
(19313, The Place Names of Devon, ZPNS. VIII, p.107;
Blom€, B, (19295, The Place Names of North Devonshire, p.4t7.
2. The first edition of Bosworth's Dictionary (1838) cites
the gloss snas: yveru "a spit, brooch, or dart used in
war"; but it does not appear in the manuscript to which
he ascribes it in fact, and subsequent editions omit the
form. The ON word for the same thing: snoeri (e.g.

Jomsvikingss. 29) comes from an entirely separate root.
But cf. lohsceaft, p. 404,
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Keller, following Bosworth's arbitrary statement, derives
this form from the verb teon -togen (past p. form) "to draw",
suggesting that the entire form denotes a strap or length of
cord attached to a missile in order to draw it back when
thrown.l This, apart from sheer impracticability in battle,
is far from the classical usage.2
Already in later and medieval Latin accounts, however,
the nature of classical amentum practice seems either to have
been largely misunderstood, or to have given place merely to
the significance of "binding with a strap", or even to the
general "process of firing javelins".3 It would have been
known thus from fifth century authors 1like Ororius,lP but only

a century before the compilation of the Corpus and Epinal-

Erfurt Glossaries, Isidorus had written of the subject:

1. Keller, M.L. (1906), p.148; Bosworth, J. (1898), sub
sceaftlioh.

2. Daregberg, C. and Saglio, E. (1873), II, pp.226-7, figs.
250-6,

3. Souter, A. (1949), A Glossary of lLater Latin, sub amentatio;
Baxter, J.H. and Johnson, C. (193%), Medieval Latin Word-
List, sub amentu.

L, Histories, 5.19, 16 etc.
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Lancea est hasta, amentum habens in medio;
dicta autem lancea, quod aequa lance, 1d est
aequali amento, ponderata vibratur. Amentum
vinculum est jaculorum hastilium qui mediis
hastis aptatur: et inde amentum quod media
hasta religatur ut iaculetur.

(Etymol. sive orig. 18(7))

which, together with the gloss of tne later tenth century:

amentum: wegures geridspere (£lfc,gl. 143.13)1
perhaps indicates that the word need apply to no more than
just a piece of cord binding marking the centre of balance
in a missile shaft. Both the legitimate gmentum and this
simple binding are illustrated in the Vendel helmet-plates,
(fig. 109 (3-4)) which could well be contemporary with
Isidorus's definition.

Another tenth century gloss records:

carceria sunt in cacumine arboris trocliae,
quasi flicteria, per quas funes trahuntur: mestlon

(Harl.gl. 199.20)

which in view of Keller's assumption that the function of the
amentur was to drag back, rather than project the missile
forward, might well have some bearing on the problem, although
no significantly related OE forms are known. Bosworth

translates the single recorded instance of lohsceaft, in the

1. See this section, p. 4.2.



%95,

ninth century Alfredian context:

gaderode me donne kigclas and studan sceaftas and
lohsceaftas and hylfa to mzlcum dara tola de ic
mid wircan cude and bohtimbru

(Blooms 163.2)
as "bolts and bars" apparently merely by context and without
comparative authority;l while elsewhere they sensibly
translate the previous kigclas as "darts”,2 in another

Alfredian context:

Ozt hie mid dem kyclum hiera worda ongean hierra
irre worpien,
(Past. 296. 1-2)

translating the verborum Jjacula reddere of Gregory.

Ord is another word of comprehensive application, but
much less widely found than either of the two previcusly
discussed, being only infrequently employed. Cognate forms
including 0.Sax., OLG and O,Frs. ord, CHG ort, and ON oddr

(as in geirsoddr) support the general probability that the

D. (1955), English Historical Documents, ¢.500-1042, A,D.

Bosworth and Toller, sub. lohsceaft, followed by “hitelock,

p.237, but reading "staves and props and bars" which at
least admits of the possibility of some of the material
being used as hafting of different kinds.

2. Bosworth and Toller, sub. worpian. Toller emends to
"a stick with a strap".
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primary reference was to the point of the blade only. Thus
the gnomic:

ecg on sweorde, ond ord on spere
(Maxims I. 202)

is mace explicit when Alfred translates Gregory:
Fordzm Abner da Oa he ongean done cird da hiene draf,
he ofstang he hien no mid dzr speres ord, ac mid
hindeweardum Ozm sceafte.
(Past. 296. 9- 11)
or Cynewulf's
dzra de mid gares ord
odrum aldor oddringed.
(Genesis 1522- 3)
Only three instances occur where the word is indisputably
used to denote the entire weapon, each of which occur in the
poetic formula bord ond ord, which on existing evidence, seems

to have been favoured by the Cynewulfian school alone, as in:

ond da gehlodon hildesercum,
bordum ond ordum, byrnwigendum
werum ond wifunm, weghengestas,

(Elene 234+-6; and cf, 1186, and
Andreas 1205).

Mo use of the word whatever occurs in the glosses, and it may

well be that while ord could take on the meaning of "spear"

l. And cf. the Laws of King Alfred, 36.2; ed. Liebermann, F.

(1903), p.70, where the Quadr;partltus equivalent is given
as gecutum or acies.

2. Cf. Andreas 32.
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in a verse context,l its normal use was merely to describe
the tip, point or first part.

A simple semantic shift from the normal usage is onto
the denotation of "Leader" or "first of warriors", a practice
paralleled in the cognate ON oddr. Perhaps some of the

martial primus pilus aspect of frumgar,2 lies in ordfrum, as

in Beowulf's boast of his descent:

wes min fader folcun gecyoded
edele ordfruma Ecgdeow haten 3

or in Czdmon's description of the patriarchal primogenitor
of violent death:

Ic fylde mid folmum ordbanan Abeles
(Genesis 1097)

ksc is the most frequently recurring word used to denote
the heavier kinds of retained hand spear. This is found

recorded only some twenty-five times however, compared with

1. Cf. Greek afyuf; Liddell, H.G. and Scott, R. (1953),
A Greek fnglish lLexicon.

2 See section VII, pp. 705f.

3 The martial winnad on orde (Finnsburh 12a) is more likely
to mean in context "in the front of the fight" or
"vanguard".
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the three times greater incidence of the dart name gar.
Keller considers the form to be common to each of the

Germanic dialects,™

but in fact cognate forms seem to occur
only as: OHG asc, ON askr, and O.Swed. gsker. Related
however probably as loan words via Visigothic or Burgundian
usage must be Provencal ascona, Basque azkona, and Spanish
azcona, with a semantic shift in these diminutive forms to
dencte "throwing spear".2

Etymologically the word derives from the name of the
tree from which the shafts of the weapon seem to have been
most commonly made, in prehistoric, as in later Anglo-Saxon

3

times, As in 0ld Norse, the original meaning is maintained

1., Keller, M.,L. (1906), p.129.

2. Levy, E. (1894-1924), Provenzalisches Supplement-W8rterbuch,
sub ancona. The suffix -gna apparently represents a south-
ern diminutive. At the same time it seems to have been the
general habit of south Romance dialects to add a vowel to
the end of foreign loan-words to submit them to the
phonemic structure of the language, Corominas, J. (1954)
(Diccionarjo Critico Etimologico de la Lingua Castellana,
sub fascona,) argues therefore irrationally that -ona is
not a characteristically Germanic ending. He reasons
more convincingly, that the form is not likely to have
been a Germanic introduction to the south, because of its
extensive usage there.

3. See section IV, p. 4770 77,
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icurrently with the secondary denotation in glosses from
3 eighth or tenth century:

fraxinus: @sc (Corp. F327; and cf. Ep.Er. 9(1);
fc,gl. 137.19)

1 as such, often appears as a convenient boundary mark in
nd-grant charters of the period, as in the direction:
of d=re bec innan cucanhealas on done @sc; of dam
®sce on seypa cumle to dam broke, 1
(Cod,Dip. III 450.3; and cf. V. 344+.29)

e original semantic shift, pars pro toto like sceaft, from

e material with which the spear was hafted to the entire

apon itself, probhably took place at an early time, paralleling
e identical shift in Latin fraxinus and Greek}iektafz But

at the separate connotational elements were meaningful in

ter times is shown by the description:

samod z=tgedere,
@scholt ufan greg; wes se iren-dreat

wepnum gewurdad. 3
(Beow. 329-331)

Frequent reference is made to the material as a vegetable
ingredient in medicinal recipes (e.g. Leechdoms, III 14.1;

II 78.5).

Lewis, C.T, and Short, C. (1900), A Latin Dictionary, sub
fraxinus, and Liddell, H.G. and Scott, R. (1953) sub. peMfa

Cf, Maldon 230, Much the same implication occurs in ON:
skelfdu aska (Rigsmal W42) or skafna aska (Atlakvida 4).
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and it is probable in view of its general contextual distri-
bution that the form was consciously poetic throughout Anglo-
Saxon times,

Despite the overwhelming archaeological evidence for the
use of Ash wood in this case, similar formulations are by no
means fully supported in the same way. The word lind,
denoting a shield, the boards of which were made, presumably,
from wood of the Lime tree (tilia), is another essentially
poetic word of apparently ancient originj but such evidence
as there is remaining of the woods used, shows that even at
a very early time when preéumably the words were being
formulated in the Common Germanic tongue,l there is as much
evidence for the use of Alder (alnus), Birch (betula) or Oak
(quercus) as Lime.° The word &sc seems to have been used by
later Anglo-Saxon times, to denote other objects made of the
same wood, In the form of an adjectival derivative, the word
gscene is found in a single recorded example to denote a kind
of bucket, apparently made from ash-staves, in:

Det is zrest of dam zscene de is odre namon

hrygile-buc ge-cleopad
(Chart .Ecel ,Wig. 393.6)

1. Cognates occur as OHG linta, and ON 1lind, "shield"
2. Rosenberg, G.A.T. (1937), p.49.
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Doubtless similar but unrecorded formations occurred throughout
Anglo-Saxon times. The most significant application of this
word, however, is perhaps that denoting "ship". The word is
found thus in later 01d English glosses of the tenth and
eleventh centuries:

dromo: @sc vel bard (4lfc.gl. suppl. 181.31)1
cercylus: =sc¢  (Cleo. II 363.34)

while rather earlier in the Chronicle, it seems to be used to

distinguish alien Viking vessels from English scipu as when:

het Zlfred cyng timbran lang scipu ongen da
@scas; Oa weron fulneah tu swa lang swa %a

odru,
(Chron. A, 897 AD)
This word is not found in works of a sensibly earlier origin,
like Beowulf or the Czdmon and Cynewulf canons, and in all
probability the word in this new usage represents a loan from
ON askr, although its ultimate origin must remain obscure.
There is no evidence that Ash (fraxigus) was used at any time

for an appreciable part of the construction of ships,2 nor

l. At Hjortspring, while the hull was made up from lime, ocak
and hazel pieces, only the thwart supports, (a very minor
feature) were made of ashj; (Rosenberg, G.A.T. (1937),
p.83 ff,) At Nydam, two of the boats were made of oak,
the other of pine. Rather later, ships from Oseberg,
Gokstad and Tune, were all built entirely of oak.
(Sjbvold, T. (l9é3), The Ogseberg Find, and the other

Viking Ship Finds. passim.,.

2. Lorimer, H,L. (1950), p. 3 in the Viking ships, oars an
mast at Oseberg, like rudder at Tune, were made of pine.
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even that, as in Homeric usage, the sense derives from parts
like the oars rather than the hull of the vessel.1

It is interesting to observe that in the description of
the two armies facing each other across the Panta at ialdon:

Hi d&r Pantan stream mid prasse bestodon,
Eastseaxna ord (and) se @schere;

(laldon 68-9)

Keller renders the compound descriptive of the Scandinavian
force as "spear array". But it is clear that such a meaning
would be quite ambiguous in this context. The zschere and
Bastsegxna are opposed and contra-distinct, and the former
must therefore approximate semantically towards '"Danes',
It is much more likely that this compound, like gscmann
(Chronicle sub. AD 921) is to be translated "ship-host" or
"pirate-host", like Adam of Bremen's ascmagni.2

The use of the word to denote the twenty-sixth symbol
of the fudorc as used on the Ruthwell Cross, 1s particularly
interesting. The Runic Poem alludes significantly to its

use in conflict, '"most precious to men'":

P bid oferheah, eldrum dyre
stid on stadule, stede rihte hylt,
beah him on feohtan on firas monige,

(Run. 81-3)

1. Keller, K.L, (1906), p.129.

2. Gesta Hammaburgensis, 2123 and cf. ON ask-madr.
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The most typlcal use of this word seems to be in the

martial description of raised and brandished exhortation,

as when:
Byrhtwold madelode, bord hafenode
(se was eald geneat) zsc acwehte;
he ful baldlice beornas lzrde:

(taldon 309-11)
or that of Byrhtnod's defiance of the Danes earlier in the
same battle, (42-4+), Alternatively we find the more neutral:
wiggendra dreat, wicgum gengan
on mearum modige, medelhegende,
escum dealle.
(Andreas 1095-73; and cf, Riddle 22.1.
or:
Eorlas fornoman asca Oryda,
wepen welgifru,
(Jand. 99-100)
The word seems generally to have been used of the spear which,

1 s most usefully retained in the hand.

as wand wacne &sc,
There is no clear description of this spear in tactical usage,
but it is certain that it is never used in O for a throwing
action, nor in its simple form, is ever associated with any
kind of missile. There is no reason to believe that ash wood

was not used for the shafts of missiles, although as we have

seen, other materials could serve equally well, and the wacne
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properties of fraxinus therefore better reserved for more

appropriate use in hand spears.l

Qarobgsc2 in:

However, the compound

Darodazsc flugon
hildenzdran,
(zZlene 140-1)

like the parallelistic:

Garas stodon
s@manna searo, samod ztgadere,
®scholt ufan greg;

(Beow. 328-330)

is a clear indication of the use of Ash for dart shafts,
rather than an indication of the equivalence of both gar,
darod and the welghty separate element gsc. The southern
loan forms like Provencal ascona or Spanish azcona must
represent later loans from, for instance, Frankish or
Langobardic sourcesj but perhaps the form has here shifted
into a separate field to tirat of 0ld English usage in the
process.

The poetic use of the word frequently gives rise to

powerful martial images, like '"spear glory" of the Cz=dmonian:

1. See section IV, p.454 ff.

2. Keller, ii,L. (1906), pp. 129, 132, queries the comoound
form, but tiis 1s confirmed by Krapp and Dobbie. Swaen's
suggested emendation, inserting ond between the two
elements (Swaen, A.E.H. (1895), Anglia XVII, p.124),
is both unnecessary and unlikely,
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Wer du gewurdod on wera rime
for dzs eagum 0e Oe ®sca tir

&zt gude forgeaf.
(Genesis 2107-9)
or the asca dryda, "might of spears" of the Wapderer (99).
In compound, as with gar, the word presents a useful series

of kenning images denoting the warrior as "spear-bearer",

as in:
syddan mid cordre carcernes duru
eorre m:scherend opene fundon
(Andreas 1075-6)
or
Donne cwid &t beore, se 0e beah gesydd,
eald escwiga, se e eall (geman)

garcwealm gumena 5
(Beow. 2041-3)

Ascberend seems characteristic of Czdmonian verse, and

escwiga of the Beowulf poet or the Cynewulfian school.
Other compounds have an abstract, if martial connotation.
Thus zscrofe "spear-brave'" or "warlike", perhaps by analogy

with gudrofe in the earlier line of:

gudrofe hzled to Hierusalem
cwomon in da ceastre cordra me:ste,
eorlas @zscrofe, mid da @delan._cwen.

(Elene 273-5)3

1. Cf. Andreas 47, 15373 and Genesis 2141.

2, Cf. Elene 259.
3. Cf. Elene 202; and Jud. 336.
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or @scdrace '"the spear-shock" or "turmoil of battle", in:

Nelle ic da rincas rihte benzman,

ac hie me fulleodon &t ®:scorece,

fuhton de =fter frofre,.

(Genesis 2153-5)

Krapp and Dobbile give the compound reading zsctir in Gepesis
2069, although separating the two elements into gsca tir at
an earlier line (2108) of the same poem. Leo gives the
adjectival form ascvlanc, which he defines as "speerstolz,
waffenstolz”,l but without further reference, and in all
probability this must be regarded as an invented form made
up by analogy with modwlanc.2 Both Keller and Bosworth
and Toller correctly omit this form.

Two final compounds are of interest. The concrete

compound with stede as in:

hwylc @scstede inne in recede
(Vainglory 17)

is clearly another martial image, denoting in this case
"the place of the spears" or "battle-field". Used in land
surveys, like a tenth century land grant of Zadgar however,
directing:

of d=zre greatan apeldre on ®scstede rode;

(Cod Dip. III 135.22

1. Leo, H.von. (1877), Angelsichsisches Glossar. 469.k.
2. Ipidem, 502.41.
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it seems more likely that its common significance is of
"a copse of ash trees" rather than an old battle place.
A graphic abstract compound, unnoticed by either Keller or
Bosworth and Toller, 1s that of the gloss:

cavillatio, calumnia, vituperatio: escetung (Haupt,.gl.5]
While this might possibly represent a misreadingz for zvisetung.
it might equally well represent an interestingly early example
of "pop-etym".

If the Charter reference mscstede be excluded for the

reason given, the use of gsc in both simple and compound forms
is entirely poetic, appearing in neither glossary nor prose
context in the relevant sense. As such, this poetic
denotation has been entirely abandoned by Middle English

times.l

Spreot is a word of relatively low incidence, apparently

referring to some kind of stout pole arm, not necessarily

1. Kurath, H. and Kuhn, S.M. (1956), A liiddle English
Dictionary (in progress. recognises only the denotation
"fraxinus". Thus the specification of: Dbehors rode

age%n hvm...with a grete growe spere of aisshy (lierlin
390) is required even in verse context.
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equipped with the spere in every instance.

Cognate forms with the denotation "spear" do not un-
ambiguously exist, due in part to the etymological derivation
of this form, but semantically assoclated forms include:

MHG gpret (tree, pole, spar), Dut. gpriet (spar), Dan. sprdd
(spar), Swed. gpr8t (spar). Grimm, like Kluge, connects the
MHG form with OHG spioz (spear), deriving both from a Common
Germanic ¥gspeu ,l but more convincing perhaps is the
derivation from a Common Germanic verb *spreutan (OE sprutan)
"to burgeon, to sprout'" especially as of trees; hence OE
sprot (twig).2 Thus there exist side by side in NE both
"sprout'" and "(bow)-sprit",

The process of semantic shifting in 0ld English was just
that involved in scegft and zsc, and as with these two words,
the wider denotation survives concurrently. The primary
denotation is seen at the end of a list of tree parts occurring,
for instance, in the later tenth century gloss as:

contus: spreot (£Lfc.gl. 139.38)

This is made clearer in connected usage, to describe a land

1. Grimm, J. and W. (1854-1954), Deutsches wW8rterbuch, sub.
spiesz; Kluge, F. (1957), Etymologisches ubrterbuch der
Deutschen Sprache, sub. spiess.

2e Pokorny, J. (1930), II. 670-1.
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mark in a contemporary land-grant charter of mBadwig, directing:

bdanun on spreot mere donne on & twybytme del...
donne on wuda ford,

(Cart, Sax. III 116.3)

The secondary denotation, that of the nautical 'sprit', is

clear from its inclusion 1n the list de nave et partibus ejus,

of the eleventh century gloss:

trudes: spreotas (Brussels gl. 289.20)1
Already by classical times, trudis denoted both part of a ship's
rigging, as well as 'pike' or 'spear', and that the same,
possibly universal, semantic shift had taken place at least by
the eighth century is shown in the gloss:

contis: spreotum (Corp. C609)2
or the later tenth century:

trudes vel amites: spreotas (4£lfc,.gzl. 143.8)
Already by the seventh century Isidorus had tried to explain
an obscure text in Vergil:

Trudes amites sunt cum lunato ferro, quae Graeci

aplustria dicunt. A trudibus autem verum quod
trudent et detudent.

(Stym. sive Opig. 18 (7))

1. Cf. £lfc.gl. 166.,15; and z1fc.gl, Supnl. 183 .4,

2., Cf. Ep,Er. 7(11), and the eleventh century Cleo, III 533,23.
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Similarly, contis might either refer to the heavy pole

weapon of the mounted Roman contarii, known from Orosius,l

or to the praeusta tela of Tacitus's first century Germani,2

or the fire-hardened stakes with which the monks of St. Gall
3

repelled raiders in the tenth century. Isidorus defines
thus:

Contum ferrum non habet sed tantum cuspide acuto est,
(Btym, sive Orig. 18 (7)

Similar perhaps is the tenth century Bede gloss:
palus: spreot (Bede gl. 30.1)
Certainly it is the stoutness of the stock which determines
the quality of a normal boar-spear, rather than any other
feature, and it is significant perhaps that the word spreot
is found so frequently from the eighth to the eleventh century,
to describe just this sort of weapon:
venabula: eoborspreot (Corp. V79)1+
It is with Jjust such a weapon as this presumably that the

companions of Beowulf combat the monsters, when:

1. Histories, 6.5,13.

2. Annals II, xiv.

3e Lehmann, H. (1889), Briinne und Helm im AngelsHchsischen
Beowulfliede, p.19.

4, Cf. Ep,Er. 28(9).
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Hrzde weard on ydum mid eofor-spreotum

heoro-hocytunm hearde genearwod,

nida geneged ond on n&s togen

wundorlic wegbora,

(Beow. 1437-1440)

Heoro-hocvtum is a curious addition in this case. Perhaps
the "savagely barbed" angon group L1, were used on occasion
for hunting, but the epithet spreot would hardly serve to
describe what must have been a relatively light missile
stock. We have not necessarily been left the archaeological
remains of every form of spear used in Anglo-Saxon times,
however, and some other form corresponding to the eofor-
spreotum of Beowulf might well have survived into the
baerbed weapons of later whale and seal-hunts.

An interesting occurrence of the word is recorded in
a charter of Cnut granting certain privileges to an
ecclesiastical foundation, where it is used as a mark of
distance:

On gif aht is in dare micelre sz widutan dare

h&vene .... anes mannes lenge e healt anne

spreot on his hand and strecd hine swa feor swa
he mzg arzcan into dere sz, 3 is Odare muneke,

(Dip.Angl. 318,10)
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Steng is a word simila® in sense to spreot, referring
primarily to a stout pole, which could be used, perhaps as
need arose, as a weapon, Bach of the cognate forms: OU
stong, OHG stanga, and Swed. stang, has the general denotation
"pole, staff, or stake". These seem to have derived from a
Common Germanic *stang-iz (a prick, goad), which in turn
derives from an Indo-European ¥stagh (to prick).l Hence
both OZ gtingian (to sting, pierce) and gtician (to pierce);

an¢ similarly both Gothic usstiggan and stiks.

The most neutral of the applications is seen in the
gloss:

vectis: steng (ilfc,gl. 318.4)
but that this could, occasionally at least, be turned to
martial use is shown in other later glosses of the tenth and
eleventh centuries, like:

clava: steng odde wapen (Cleo II 376.20)2
or in the compound used when:

Feower scoldon

on dzm walstenge weorcum geferian
to 6zm gold-sele Grendles heaf%d
(Beguw. 1637-9)

1. Pokorny, J. (1959), II, pp.61l2-3; and cf. Fick, 4. (1890),

I, p.569.
2. Cf. Cleo. III 526.103 4lfc,.gl. 139.37; and Herl.gl. 205.17,
19.

3. Or more specifically to denote spears, Veronica, 290.
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This is presumably made by analogy with such compounds as
welsper or walgar, either of which might have served as
conveniently at this point metrically, so that it seems
likely that some specific nuance is required of this word
here. Probably it gives weight to the idea that it took a
number of men to bear in the monster's great head. It is
interesting to observe that in at least one of the instances
where this word survives into Middle English, it is used to
carry home the body of a boar taken in the hunt.l
The number of recorded instances in 0ld English are
insufficient to indicate anything more than the general
stoutness of a Wooden stake, but the word seems to be more
common in 0Old Norse, where some elaboration is to be found.
In later Scandinavian literature of a more chivalric nature,
either the simple form, or in a single instance, the compound

2 which nay

burstong, is used to denote the jousting lance,
perhaps have been of the kind furnished with no iron blade,
and therefore little more than a simple pole. Other compounds
in earlier Old Norse material however, show the gstong as an

iron-shod weapon rather than a simple stake, like the jarnstengr

1. Sir Gawain apd the Green Xnight, 1. 161%.

2. The later Bosagsaga, 17.
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with which Dursar kills the king.l This too is the weapon

2

of the giant in Pidrekssaga“ and perhaps the word is used

appropriately to describe a weapon of massively heroic

proportions. Similarly the compound broddstong occurs for

instance when Halli:

Hann hafdéi hjalm a h8fdi ok broddst¥ng i hendi, en
gyrdr sverdi

(Vallal jotss. 3)

And elsewhere in 0ld Norse literature there occur references
to weapons, called under various names, which all take the
form of a pole shod with iron plate rather than equipped with
a blade like a normgl spear.3 While the instance recorded
in Beowulf makes it unlikely that this form occurs in Cld
English merely as a loan word from Old Norse, its common use
among Scandinavians may very well account for its increased
incidence in later 0ld English glosses of the tenth and

eleventh centuries.

Gad. This word is recorded in 0ld English literature

just once with the unambiguous denotation '"spear" in:

1. Bardar saga Snazfellsdss, 2.
2. Didrekssaga af Bern, 195.
3. Eg. Landnimabdk, I, 191.
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hafad gudmecga gierde lange,

gyldene gade and a done grimman feond

swidmod sweopad.
Elaborating gierde, as the warrior-angel's weapon here it is
of course possible that the primary denotation of the form
is "spear'", but equally, the choice of the word gad when gar,

for instance, would have served equally well on metrical

rounds, misht in view of its context a Oone grimman feond
, ———*——,

form a powerful poetic metaphor out of its normal 0ld IEnglish
denotation '"goad".

This primary denotation in 0ld English, found in a
number of glosses from the eighth to the eleventh century,l
is undoubtedly the normal use, finding a place as gadiren
in the 1ist of tools anpropriate to the reeve's business,2

and described in use by the eleventh century pupil of £lfric:

Ic haebbe sumne cnapan dywende oxan mid gadisene.
(Colloguy. 29)

But £lfric is prepared to use the word in an abstract

spiritual sense in the Homilies,3 and the word might well

have been used with a wider denotation than just that of "goad".

1. stiga: gaad (Corp. S576); aculeus: sticel vel gadisen
(Alfc.gl., 105.6); stimulus: gad (Jul.gl. 313.38; 4Zilfc.
gl. 105.9).

2. Gerefa., 263.4.

3. Catholic Homilies I. 386.9; 390. ¢-10.
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While many of the cognate forms, like OHG gart, ON
addr, Gothic gazds, or Swed. gadd, have the general
denotation "staff, goad, prick, sting'", one at least, the
Langobardic gaida denotes "spear", and the etymological
derivation of the two is blurred. It is related, albeit
remotely, to the 0ld Znglish gar, through a Common Germanic

* gazda, which is perhaps to be identified with Latin hasta,

in turn deriving from an Indo-_luropean"ghazdo.l There is

no reason therefore, why this secondary denotation might not

have been still meaningful in 0ld English, even as a poetic

image. Perhaps another gloss of the eleventh century:
cuspis: gad (Cleo. I. 275.%%3; and II. 369.14)

has the significance of "weapon" just as in some other

contemporary glosses to cuspjs.2

Piox occurs, unnoticed by Bosworth and Toller, in a
single instance as 8ioxum in the margin of the gloss:

venabulis: barsperum (Ald.Brussels gl. 423.7)

1. Pokxorny, J. (1930), I. p.5%+1.

2. Bg. £Zfc.gl, 143,185 Zlfc,gl. 5643 Cleo. II, 377.15;
Ep,Er. 8(33).
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Probable cognate forms: O dexla (adze), and CHG dehsala

(a short handled axe), with the associated: Balto-Slavic
group of words: Lithuanian taszyti (to hew); 0.Slav,

tesati (to hew), and 0.C.Slav. tesla (axe), throw little
immediate light on the nature of OE diox. But the probable
common derivation through a Common Cermanic * 3ehs, from an
Indo-Europearl*zgggdl is sufficient to indicate some sort of
pole-arm, used for hacking, which might well have been

thought to correspond with the stout barsper, by the glossatur
of Aldhelm.

Ltgar. This word is curious in the distribution of its
recorded incidence, in so far as out of some fourteen
occurrences, it is not found anywhere in connected 0ld English
literature, but only in Latin-zZnglish glossaries, and once in
a late Latin Chronicle, At the same time, because of
conflicting evidence indicated by both glosses and cognate
forms, which cannot be supported by reference to ilts normal
place in connected Old znglish usage, it is difficult to
isolate any particular connotation for this word at any one
time, Perhaps the whole issue is to be explained by the

progress of a semantic shift during the four centuries of

1. Pokorny, J. (1930), I. p.717.
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recorded 014 English,

Significant cognate forms include: OHG aziger, O.Fris.
etger, ON gtgeirr. The 0.Fr, forms glgeir and agtgier
meaning '"missile', seem to occur slone in the heroic Chanson

de Roland,l more probably as a late borrowing from 0ld English

than 01d Norse where the word is not normally applied to
missiles of any kind. The generally accepted etymological
derivation, that of a combination of &t + gar, mizht elther
have taken place in primitive times out of’*ghaisos,2 or as

a universal development of the later form, as in O gt + geirr.
The former seems perhaps more likely in view of the wide
cognate area. Keller's suggestion, adopted from Grimm, that
the first element in these cases forms merely an intensive

of *ghaisos, using the Latin compound ad-duco as comparative
evidence,3 is hardly practicable. rormulation by analogy

is only normelly tenable from a similar part of speech, and

in a closely related language. It is difficult to see how

1. Used together with wigres e darz e museras (La Chanson de
Roland, 439, W2, etc.). Zsc, borroved into southern
Romance dialects as the diminutive ascona, is also used
to denote a light missile. (3ee p. 498.)

2. Cf. the etymology of gar, p. 526.
3. Keller, M.L. (1906), p.l31.
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an "intensive" in this sense, could in any case, be applied
to a weapon name, It seems much more likely a priori, that
et modifies gar, itself a quite meaningful word, in some
concrete way, although now unknown to us. Perhaps, if the
significance of gt in this case was not quite arbitrary, the
indication is of "to" or "forward" denoting some kind of
thrusting usage. But this would be unlikely out of gar,
which denotes only a lighter kind of "dart" or "missile™,
unless a process of semantic shift is present. In light
of this possibility, the evidence of the glossaries, together
with cognate usage, is of particular interest.

The wide range of possible denotations of the form is
well illustrated by the single tenth century gloss:

falarica, i, theca gladii, tele genus
vel aste (hastz) grandis, vel lancea magna: atgar

(Harl.gl. 235.15)

but a general pattern of denotation is to be observed from
earlier to later Anglo-Saxon tines. The association with
gar, which must have been uppermost in the semantic field of
earlier 0ld English, is borne out by the eighth century gloss:

falarica: e=gtero (ztgero) (Corp. F67)
surviving into later times as:

falarica, i genus teli: ategarum (Ald,gl. 1.786)l

1. Cf. Ald.gl. 1.,5023; 8.,312; Cleo. II 399.31,
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or

phalarica (lanceis magnis): anscuta titegarum (ategarum)

(Ald.Bruss,.sl. 425.2) L

It is possible that this evidence of connotational survival
is supported by a further series of glosses from the eighth:
ansatae: atgzre (Corp. 4603)
to the eleventh or early twelfth century:
ansatas: soreotas, @tgaras (Cleo. II 343.35)2
Ansgta is recorded with the meaning "dart" as early as 670 A.D.,3
but it is likely that the classical modification "handled"
survives concurrently into medieval usages; and the stoutness
of spreot lies awkwardly with any kind of light missile.
Zven falarica in at least two glosses is modified as lancea

magna, or lanceis magnis, and hastz grandis.

The wide tenth century Harley 3376 gloss, includes

together with falarica, hastsz grandis and lancea magna, the
sense theca gladii, an indication supported from the eighth

to the eleventh century in glosses as:

1. Emended thus by Bosworth and Toller, although perhaps the
first element of the IS, form is to be interpreted as a
"pop-etym" invention by analogy with OE tit, and referring
to the type of blade, or lugs.

2. Cf. Aldh,.g1. 2,502,

3. Baxter, J.H. and Johnson, C. (1934) sub ansata.
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1
framea: =tgaeru (Corp. F3uk)
framea: sweord, odde ztgare (Cleo. II 404%.19)

OHG gziger is at least once glossed: acinax, genus gladii

2
(i.e. the short curved Scythian sword). Probably the first
century definition of the frameg by Tacitus, as:
angusto et brevi ferro, sed ita acri et ad usun

habili, ut eodem telo, prout ratio poscit, vel
cominus vel eminus pugnet.

(Germania, 6)
marks what 1s probably the beginning of a semantic shift
running through the Anglo-Saxon period from fglarica,3 and
lancea magnis to hastae, and finally the stout hand-spear of
ON usage.)+

The single use of the word ategar in the connected prose

of an English writer, occurs in Florence's Latin description

1. Cf. Ep.Br. 9(3).
2, Schulz, A. (1867), p.l51 ff.

3. As late as the Blickling Psalm_%;oss, effunde frameam is
rendered: ageot ut flane (3%+.3).

4, Hakon's weapon in QOlafss. Tryggvasonar 173 (and cf.
Flateyjarbok, I 214) must have had a short-shafted two-
handled appearance, much like Beowulf's Hrunting.

The meaning "spear" was apparently retained in Latin
usage as late as the third century in Ulpian (Dig. 42, 16.3);
and the later meaning "sword" belongs essentially to
Christian literature, beginning with the Vulgate Psalms
(e.g. 9 v7, 16 v13) and adopted by Gregory of Tours and
Isidorus, until in the Latin of the later Liddle Ages, it
1s used almost exclusively with this later meaning
(Mllenhoff, K.V. (1881) Apzeige eutscheg Alte
VII, p.213 ff3; Souter, A, (1949) sub. frameal/.
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of the accountrement of Godwine's retinue in 1040 A.D. when

the arms of each warrior included: lanceam quae lingua

Anglorum ategar appellatur.

1 It is not certain however,

that by this time, lapcea signified anything more than an

ordinary hand-spear, uven some five centuries before,

Isidorus had simply equated: lapcea est hasta although

remarking at the same time the vestigial missile feature:

amentum habens in medio.

2 In all nrobability the ategar of

Godwine's men, like their Danicam securim, took the form of a

loan from Viking usage, together with the later secondary

denotation.

In 0ld Worse this word is regularly applied to one of

the stouter hand-spears. It is used by Hogni with both

hacking and thrusting movements when:

Hogni hjo i sundr spjotskaptit med atgeirinum, en
rekr atgeirinn i gegnum hann. 3
(Njalss. 79)

See section IV, p. 2643 William of malmesbury's account of
the same event (Gesta Regum Anglorum, sub _anno 1040-1)
gives hastile ferreum,

See this section, p. 494.

Cf.: "Soti hafdi atgeir at vega med, ok gerdi ymist, hann
hjo edr lagdi. Soti hjo tveim h¥ndum til Hrolfs, h8ggit
kom a midjan skj8ldinn, ... en hann veik ser undan, ok sBkk
atgeirinn i j8rdina allt upp at h8ndum honum. (Gongu-
Hrolfss. 183 and cf, the actions of Toki: Hialmderss. ok

Olves, 5.)
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and earlier Gunnar had used the identical weapon to combat
Skamkel and Bork, parrying axe and sword blows at the base of
the blade, and twisting them out of his enemies' hands:

Gunnar lystr vid atgeirinum ok hom undir kverk oxinni,
and a little later:

laust vid atgeirinum sva hart at sverdit hraut or

hendi Berki.

(Ibid. 5%, 63)

The stock of the weapon is sufficiently stout for the body of
Skamkel, like other victims - Egil or Thorgeir Otkelsson, to

1 L) *
The rare occasion when this

be lifted into the air on it.
weapon is taken up and thrown at close quarters, to slay

; - , 2
Onund for instance, when: Gunnar skaut atgeirinum til hans,

is more likely instanced as a tribute to the hero's extra-
ordinary strength, than a depiction of the normal usage.3
The form that would fit most suitably the description of

Gunnar's weapon is that of the later lugged spears, commonly

1. Njalss. 5+, 63, 72. That of Bidrekss, af Bern. 27, has
the shaft reinforced with iron bands.

2. Njalss. 72, and cf, 63,

3. A similar instance occurs when: "skaut Jorundr atgeir i
gegnum hannj Dorbjorn tok atgeir or sarinu ok setti
millum herda Jorundi3 sva at ut kom um briostit".

(Landndmabék, I, 137
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developed in Scandinavian regions during the Viking period.
Perhaps as a conscious reniniscence of semantic association

with the light dart geirr, occurs the description in one

place of a magic gtgeirr that could be made small at will.2

The 01d French form algeir is noticed by Gay, without

argument, as "Javelot empenneé, a fer barbelé".3 It 1is

interesting to note that the only form which survives into
Middle Znglish takes the form of alger, as a return loan from
0.Fr., used perhaps as Kurath and Kuhn state, by a popular
analogy with ME el (eel),LF to denote especially a fishing
spear, usually barbed in practise. Thus, about 1440 A.D.,

Blyer or elger, fyscharys instrument: anguillaris,
fuscina, fragidica dentata (P,Parv. 138 and Cf, 186)

Perhaps it was this form that Gay read back into his description

1. See section III, p. 307f, Oakshott, R.2Z. (1960) p.120,
equates atgeir with a fourteenth century Swiss halberd
with a broad cutting edge on one side and a barb on the
other, but without giving any evidence for this. Pernhaps
this is the result of confusion with the imerovingian
fauchard. (See section IV, p. 33%3). ON usage however,
clearly seems to demand a point to pierce the body.

2. Sturlaugss. Starfsgma, 17.

3. Gay, V. (1887), Glossaire Archéolozique du lioyen Agze et de
la ﬁenalssance, sub algier.

4., Kurath, H. and Kuhn, S.i. (1956) sub alger.
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of the Cld French form. A fishing spear is by no means an
heroic accoutrement however, and that the O.Fr. form was
loaned from 0ld Norse, or perhaps 0ld English, together with
the weapon itself, seems much more reasonable.

While gtgar appears in no connected 014 English text, of
either verse or prose, Florence's characteristically specific
description, together with the frequent use of the word on
the part of various glossaturs, indicates a general and prosaic,
rather than merely poetic, use. dith a probably unstressed
initial element, perhaps the word originated merely as a
prosaic form of the poetic gar, denoting the same kind of
light missile, Later probably, with a semantic shift
stimulated by Old Norse usage, and Viking practice, the word
is used to denote heavy weapons of the retained kind, as well

as continuing to apply occasionally to lighter weapons.

Gar. The most frequently occurring of all spear names,
gar appears in simple and compound form with the denotation
"spear" some seventy-eight times; that is over three times as
great an incidence as @sc, the next most frequent form. The
word seems to be used consistently to describe a light kind of

spear used primarily as a missile,.
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It is found thus in most of the cognate languages as:
0.Sax. ger, OHG ger, ON geirr, or Langobardic gaida,- deriving
in all probability from a Common Germanic *gaiza. Clearly
associated in some way, are O,Ir. ghai, Cymr. gwaew, or Corn.
gew, which passed in primitive times into Latin as gaesum.
Schrader considers the derivation to have taken the form of a
Celtic loan word from 0.Gall. *gaiso-n,Z deriving ultimately
from an Indo-European *ghgisgs,3 to which Sanskrit hesas (a
shot), is probably related. Thus Germanic *gaiza and Celtic
* gajiso-n seem very likely to be similar in denotation.
Schrader adduces evidence to show how this word may have been
adopted into the West Germanic sphere, like the Latin, cquite

early, appearing for instance as an element in the Gothic

proper names Charjo-gaisus, or Lanio-gajsus.

The 01d English gnomic:

Gearo sceal gudbord gar on sceafte,
ecg on sweorde ond ord spere,
(Maxims I 201-2)

1. Gothic gairu (spear) as in Corianthians II 12, 7, 1is not
likely, on 1nternal philological grounds, to be related to
this séries (cf. Kahle, B. (1896), Lltislandisches
Elementarbuch, pp. 25-63

2. Schrader, 0. (1901) sub spiess, p.787; and cf. Fick, A.
(1890), III, .96,

3. Pokorny, J. (1930), I, p.528.

4.,  Schrader, 0. loc.cit. But Grirm, J. connects these names
rather with the verbs: eis "to rage or Gothic
"(F5%2s) ’

usgaisian "to frighten": sche G tik, IT,
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indicates that on occasion at least, the word was considered

in 0ld English usage, like spere, to refer not only pars pro

toto to the whole weapon, but specifically to the blade alone.
If this is so, then it is possible to speculate upon the
possible nature of the blade, A further series of closely
connected forms, such as: OHG gero, ON geire, or OZ gara,
all refer to a cuneiform or wedge-like fragment. The bick-
iron of the anvil: pefstedji is described thustlike NZ gore
"a triangular piece of cloth or 1and"® as in the place-name
Kensington Gore,

Hodgetts considered, without reasoned argument, that
the word gar was to be ascribed to the barbed variety of Spear.3
But these are hardly common enough in practice for such a
regular name to be applied, although the tip end might well
be described as cuneiform in outline, and perhaps this was
the denotation of the Common Germanic form, when durihg the
Roman Iron Age, such weapons were plentiful. Tne word might

more conveniently however, have been applied to the small

angular-profiled blade, which was most common of pagan Anglo-

1. Olafss, konungs Tryggyasopar, 90.
2. NED sub gore sb., (2) 1, 3.
3. Hodgetts, J.F. (1884), p.68.
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Saxon forms, and which might convincingly be considered as
missiles.

Despite its undoubted antiquity, the earliest recorded
instance of this word, apart from its compound use in a rather

different sense,2

is in the ninth century Kentish gloss:
jaculum: gar (Kt.gl. 81.41)

After this however, the same denotation is found consistently

glossed throughout the remainder of the period to the end of

the eleventh century:

spicularum: ga (Ald.gl. 4481)3

spicula, i sagitte: garas (ald,gl. 2098)

spiculo (pectato): gare vel vifele (Ald,Brussels gl .+32,20)
jaculorum: scotsper(a), gara (Ald.Brussels gzl. 4+05.14%)

The consistent evidence of the glossaries, denoting a light
kind of spear used for throwing like a hand-arrow or dart,

is fully supported by the contextual use of the word in
connected 0l1ld English literature. The descrinption of the gar

in flight, is a common image of the fnglo-Saxon battlefield,

™

1. Cf, the smaller groups of series B, C, D or F; see
section III, passim.

2. Por instance the eighth century, rotnum: nabogar (auger)
of Corp. R2163 terebellus: nabogar, (Corp. T87).
Cf. Ep.Er. 27(12).

f. Ald Brussels g1. 405.15; 510.14.

(WS
.



529.

used in conjunction with the verb fleogan, or the derivative

noun fliht., Thus:

scirne mece 0dde scyldes rond
feste gefegan wid flyge éares
(Gifts. 65-6)
i leton Oa of folman feolhearde speru
gegrundene garas fluogan

(taldon 108-9)1
or as one of the possible deaths outlined for “eowulf by the
sage Hrodgar:

odde gripe meces 0bbe gares fliht
0dde atol yldo, obbe eagena bearhtm

(Beow. 1765-6)
Similarly, with the verb sendan:

styrmdon hlude
grane gudfrecan, garas sendon,
in heardra gemang. o
(Judith 223-5)

or the ironically euphemistic syllan in apposition to gafole:
of Byrhtnod's defiant revly to the Vikings

4i willad eow to gafole garas syllan,
attrynne ord and eaglde swurd.

(aldon 46-7)
Other usefully inclusive phrases include:

Oft he gar forlet
welspere windan
(Maldon 321-2)

or:

on gescotfeohta scearpe garas

(Psalm 5%.20)

1. Cf, Widsid 127-8.

2. Cf. Maldon 13+; or Charp IV, 9.
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Gar is used in one instance to parallel and elsborate

darod, in the gnomic:

Darod sceal on handa,
gar, golde fah. Gim sceal on hringe
(Maxims IT 21-2)

and elsevhere for flane:

On ozt fege folc flana scuras,
garas ofer geolorand cecens
durh fingra geweald ford onsendan.
(Zlene 117-20)1
in which instances the connotation "dart" is probable.2 In

the description of Herebeald's death however:

syddan hine Hzxdcyn of horn-bogan,
his frea-wine flane geswvencte,
miste mercelses ond his meg ofscet,
brotor oderne, blodigan gare.
(Ceow. 2437-2440)3

flane is explicitly ofscet.. of horn-bogan, and there can be

no doubt but that the equivalence signified is light enough
to be an arrow. This inference is clearly supported by at
least two of the glosses cited, which associate gar with Latin
sagitta, spiculum, and OE vife!e.)+ There may well be some
sort of semantic proximity between the two, both flane, and

gar on occasion, denoting a light kind of hand-arrow,

1. Cf. Christ 674-6, and Psalm xc. v.6.

2e See this section, pp.551-5.

3. Cf. the less explicit, but parallelistic raldon 108-110.
L

. See this section, p. 528,
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Keller's assumption that some of the weapons designated
as garas were heavier spears, which like the fraumeg of the
first century Germani, and the gtgeir of the later Vikings,
could be ordinarily used for both thrusting and throwing,l
is clearly open to some doubt. There is no explicit evidence
that the frameg was in any sense a missile,2 while the Viking

atgeir seems to have taken the form of a stout pole-arm, only

’J (g - !
thrown in extremis.” There is in any case, by later Anglo-

Saxon times, little other than an etymological relationship
between geirr and atgeir. Xeller's evidence, apart from the
assumption of a close relationship betijeen the two worcs, which
is hardly borne out by contextual evicdence, is taken from an
incident in the late poem, descriptive of the battle of laldon,
w’hen s

Gegremod weard se gudrinc} he mid gare stang

wlancne wicing be him da wunde forgeaf.

(aldon 138-9)

In context however, this incident is seen to be with reference

to the Dane who had previously sende da .... suderne gar (124)

and despite the unusual use of the verb stjngan with regard to

the gar's employment,Lf the whole sequence concerns the inter-

. Keller, k.L. (1906), pp.1%1-2.
. See section VI, p. 602 note 1.

See this section, p.523%, and cf. VI, p.578.

F ow NN
[

'ote also, line 140G, the use of the verb wadan tozether
with another dart, Pranca (see this section, p.543).
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change of missiles from a distance, rather than close in-
fighting. raturally any spear would have been used 1n any
manner at need in the confused heat of bhattle, but the primary
use of the gar does seem to have been as a cvart of the lightest
kind. The gnomic gar, golde fghl introduces an interesting
problen. Such richness in decoration is herdly likely to

have been applied to the sort of light missile thet might

never be recovered after use in battle.2

This might be more
fittingly applied to the sort of stout later gigar, with which
ve have tentatively equated the often richly ornamented lugged
parrying spears, but the material of the gnomic verses is in
all probability too early for this word to have been used as

a substitute description for that sort of weapon. The nature
of gnomic sayings is such, however, that the matter of minor
detail like this is rarely of real significance, and perhaps

this hemystich was merely composed to be metrically convenient

rather than necessarily realistic in content,

1. lHaxims II, 22,

2 But cf. the Ol parallels like grofnum geiri (Eeidrekss.

5 (9, 20)) and cf, Arporr, p.23%, or Hrynhenda, 5. C.Tr,
parallels are cited by Sternberg, 4. Di

. (1889), Die
Apgriffswaffen Im altfranzBsischen #pos, pn.37-0.
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One curious apposition occurs as:

Reord up astag,
siddan hy togzdre garas hlendon,
hildedremman.

(Juliana 62-4%)

with which might be compared the hemystich welgara wrixl

(Genesis 1990a), The former is not intended to represent
the confrontation in battle of hand-spears pvarrying together,
but with the sense "to lean" or "incline", describes the
manner in which Zleusias and the father of Juliana discuss
together the future of the virgin saint. The custom within
Germanic society of carrying a spear to such cerenonial meetings,
is fully attested.l The latter with the sense '"exchange"
denotes merely the usual interchange of missiles.

Significant verbal associations with the word gar,

include perhaps: agietan (Andreas 1143; Brun. 18; Fortunes

16)y gripan (&ndreas 187; Genesis 2063-4)3 gyloplegan

(Exodus 240); hrysian (Andreas 127); 000ringan (Genesis

1522-3); letan sceotan (Vajnglory 34+-5); sendan (Cherm IV,

9, 10); trymman (Exodus 158); and the phrase durhwod fzrges

feorhus (l.aldon 296-7). It is perhaps curious that no

derivative Oz verb "to gore" seems to have existed., ckeat

1. See section VII, pp. 699-705.
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derives the NE verb from the OE noun,l but Nurray considers
this doubtful in view of the early sScots form gorre.2 The
single use of the verb stician, normally reserved Ior
association with hand spears:

da me on beame beornas sticedon,

garum on galgum.,.
(

micht be accounted for in this context by the use of gar in

O

hr, and Satan 508-9)

a metaphorical sense to denote the nails which pnierced the
limbs of Christ, rather than any kind of missile.

The combinative element gar is particularly productive
of powerfully poetic martial imsges. As with §§g43 a compound
with berend to form for instance the kenning for "warrior",
gragme garberend, 1s characteristic of Cedmonian Verse,br while
compounding with wigend is more favoured by the leowulf poet.5
Further images abound. The complete troop of spear bearing
warriors is thus garheape (Exod. 321), and the temper of the

individual men, like taat of Offa, might be described as garcene

1. Skeat, /. (1852), sub gore (3).
2. NED. sub gore v.l.

3. See this section, p.505.

%. llaldon 2623 and cf. Zxodus 231.
5. Deowulf 2641, 2674, 2811.



535

(Beow. 1958), or gardrist (Elene 20%).  The attack they face

is gares (taldon 32), while the entire battle can be considered

as garmittinge (Brun. 50), garnid (kaxims I, 127), gargewinnes

(Jud. 307; Andreas 955), or gardrmce (Zlene 118%). The

journey of warriors to battle might be described as gorfare
(Exodus 3M3), while the same name is used for the flight of
the missile through the air (Christ 781). The flight of a

large number is elther gartorn (sol. 145), or gargetrum (Christ

67%). And if the missile should reach its mark, then death

comes to the warrior as garcweglm (Beow. 20%3). Two other

compounds: bongar (Beow. 2031) and wazlgar (Genesis 1990;

Riminz Poem 61), are both illustrative of the essentially

destructive nature of this weapon.l

Gar is used in several instances to describe the abstract
shafts of elther angelic or devilish creatures,2 but more
particularly evocative 1s its metanhorical use to describe

the keen and biting, pilercing cold of an Anglo-5axon hell :

donne cymd on uhtan easterne wind,
forst fyrnum csald. Symble fyr o00de bar
sum heard geswinc habban sceoldon.

(Genesis 315-7)3

hon

1. Here Skeat's suggestion that 2 "to core" derives from OL
gar, would be particularly attractive,

2., Christ 779-81; Sol. 138-45; Julisns 17; Charm IV, 9.

e Cf. Juliana 17b. This is »probably nothing more than a
metaphorical equivalent for the egldan lige ond egsan forste
of Christ 15%6. OE like Celtic literature zenerally
considers Hell to be frigid in part, vecause of its

situation in the north (cf. Cross TA (1958) »p.22-5). Cf.
garsecg, section VII, p. 658 note l
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Similarly useful is the compound used:

hyegar leted
scurum sceoted,
(Vainglory M-5)

when the mentel arrows, darts of the mind, shoot out in
showers,

Other compound forms semantically assoclated with gar
include frumgar "leader",l nabogar "aucer'", or garclife and
garleac (plants), but the weapon-name compounds gtgar and
wigar which Keller relates directly to the form gar in a

\ .2
2 must clearly be separated.-

concrete sense,
Cut of the large numpner of recorded instances of this
4- . * 4 )':‘
vord, not one occurs unambiguously in prose context, and as
in Old :lorse usage, the form gar whether simply or in compound,

seems to have been an essentially poetic name, surviving in

verse context at least into the thirteenth century.5

1, GSee section VII, p. 705f.
2. Xeller, il.L. (1906) pp. 131, 154-5.

See this section, pp. 517f and 561f.

(@S]
.

4, Cf. the problematic use of garan in the tenth century will
of Aderic (see section IV, p, 441). TUse in Psalm context
is significantly "poetic" in intent (Ps. 3%+.2; 90.6),

5. B.g. Layamon 27549, or the LE Genesis and ixodus, 2458,
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Darod is a word much less frequently found, but used
with 2 similar connotation to that of gar, denoting a light
kind of spear used as a missile.

Cognate forms are found in most of the Common Germanic
dialects, like CHG tart (lancea); ON dorr (missile), darradr
(spearbearer); Swed. dart (dagger); and through a later
Latin borrowing from Germanic, dardus, it reaches C.7r. dart,
It. and Span. dardo; and again by means of borrowing,
dungarian and Rumanian darda (throwing spear, or arrov). It
is perhaps significant that the Ck Torm finds no place in
l.iddle English, the 1.5 dart of Chaucer, Wycliffe or Robert of
Brunne, for instance, taking the form of a re-introduction
as a loan word from the short,barbed , feathered hand-arrow
of 01d French.l The etymological origins of the form are
by no means clear, and the general recognition that the word
seems likely to have some relation to the verb O gerian
(to injure), or at least its Common Germanic antecedent,®

throws 1ittle 1light on the nature of the weapon. Falk attempts

1. Kurath, ., and Kuhn, S.H. (1959) sub dart; cf. Sternberg,
A, (loéS) pPp.37-83 Bach, V. (1887). Die ngrlifsnalfen in
den altfranz#sischen Artus-und-nbenueuer-uom@nen, np,. 0=l

2 Bosworth and Toller sub darod.
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to connect the Germanic series svecifically with the CGreek
d8patov (throwing spear),l but a more general co:won Indo-
BEuropean origin is much more likely.

The significance of the word in Anglo-Saxon times
however, 1s ouite unconfused. Jhile never occurring to the
glossatur's mind, like gar for instance, as the iatural
equivalent of iaculum or spiculum, the evidence of connected
texts is plainly that denoting a light missile. Thus it 1is
used like gar with the verb fleogan, to bring about the death

of Byrhtnod, when:

Forlet 0a drenga sum darod of handa,
fleogan of folman, bzt se to ford gewat
durh done @delan zO0elredes degen.

(lialdon 149-51)2
or flying through the air, is quite naturally associated with
Odin's dark bird of death, when:

Sang se wanna fugel
under deoredsceaftun, deawigfedera,
hrzs on wenan.

(Genesis 1983-5)
And the word is found associated in the parallelistic elaborative

mode characteristic of Old Znglish, with both gar,> and in the

l. Falk, H., (191%), p.74%.
2. Cf, Elene 140-1,

3. See this section, p. 530 3 haxims IL, 21-2,
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long drawn out association of the Riddle ethos, with flan:

headoglemma feng,

deopra dolga. Darodas waron

weo O=zra wihte, ceesssecesas
ceiesesceanans der heled druncon,
dara flana geweorc, on flet beran.

(Riddle 56. 2-5, 11-2)

Perhaps here too, deopra dolga, like the gargs of the Chricst

and Satan crucifixion scene, demands not only the metric and

alliterative use of darod, but the conscious semantic
association with derian. Lgain, unlike many other spear
nznes, this form 1in, for instance:
o de lades ma
durh daroda gedrep gedon motan
(Andregs 14434 )

also includes a conceptual element of injury, over and above

what might normally be read into the usage.l

A single instance of the darod being retained in the hand

during battle, is that when the heroic ceorl Dunhere exhorts
his fellows to avenge their lord at llalcon, raising the

weapon with a defiant gesture:

Dunhere da cwad, darod acwehte,
unorne ceorl, ofer eall clypode,
bzd d®t beorna gehwylc Byrhtnod wrace,

(,aldon 255-7)

\

1. Cf, dreorig darada laf, (Brun. 54..
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The word is conveniently used in the stressed nosition of the
(b) hemystich to alliterate with the singular ceorl's name,
and it may well be that no more suitable forw than darod could
be found.

Apposition to the verb lacan, as in:

da ne dorston ar daredum lacan

on hyra man-dryhtnes miclan Oearfe;

(Beow. 2848-9)

leads, by analogy with, for instance, garberendrs, to compound

use like that of:
ofestum gefysde
daredlacende; 1
(Panther 52-3)
or the very similar, perhaps nonce compound of:

Pa reordode rices hyrde
vid O=re fzmnan fader frecne mode,

daradhzbbende.
(Julizna 66-8)
Vikings fleeing from “runanburh (937 A.D.) are described as
"bloody survivors of javelins", when:
Gewitan him da Iiordmen negledcnearruu,

dreorig darada-laf, on Dingesmere,
ofer deop weter Difelin secan.

This seems to be a unique usage for which the sword kenning

homera-lafe? does not provide an adequate parallel.

1. Cf. slene 37, and 651.

2.  Brunanburh 6; Beow. 2829; or Riddle 5, 7.
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Of the thirteen recorded instances of this form darod
and its compounds, all awnpear in verse context, and it seems
likely therefore that it was regardecd as essentially poetic
in OE usage. It does not occur commonly after the period of
Beowulf and the Cynewulfian school, and in each of the tenth
century instances: (Brun. S4ta, kaldon 149b and 255¢), it
occurs in stressed nositions with no obviously suitavle
substitute. This late hiatus might be due to the sementic
interference of late loan words like gafeluc, which took out
the area of meaning of darod, until the denise of gafeluc
took place more or less simultaneously with the reintroduction

of C.Xr. dart.

Franca occurs only relatively rarely, with an incidence
of Jjust some half dozen times, but clearly indicates g
similar denotation to that of darod and gar.

“his curious word is found only in a simple uncompounded
form, and is paralleled only by ON frgkka of all the Germanic

dialects. “eller considers the Scandinavian form to have

been a loan word from Old English,l but if this is so, as its

1. eller, li.L. (1906), p.13%.
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general absence in other related language suggests, the

loan must have occurred at a relatively primitive stage,

and nearer to the ‘lest Germanic Tform, when the vhoneme -ank
had not yet been assirilated to the liordic -gkk. Grirmnm

with iflllenhoff considers this word to have derived (presumably
like that of the throwing axe fransisca) from the generic nane
of the Franks. Grimm proposes moreover that Latin framneg

is likely to have been a misunderstanding of this form,2
but he gives no adecuate argument for the suggestion. vThereas
Grimm derives the name of weapon from that of the people,
deriving in turn from a form assoclated with Gothic freis,
meaning "free-born man",3 Kluge derives the name of the people
from the name of the weapon, a postulated * franko (spear),
whence also 0L frapcaj; but the etymological origins of this

form remain obscure.

1. Grimm, J. (1868), ueschlchte der deutschen Sprache, pp.
358-9; cf. idlllenhoff, K.V. (1861), p.l19 ff.

2. Ibidem, pp.359-62.

3. Loc,cit. and c¢f. Paul, H. (1891~ 1200), Grundriss der
germanischen Philglogle ITI, pp

4. Kluge, F. (1883), Etymologisches "irterbuch der deutschen
Sprache, p.37.
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The most useful statement of the word's usage in (lg
English occurs when the hero:

Det wags Ceolan sunu

de done forman man mid his francan ofsceat,
de dxr baldlicost on da bricge stop.
(naldon 76-83

Elsewhere in the same poem:

Frod was se fyrdrinc; he let his francan wadan
durh dzs hysses hals.,
(14+0-1)

the use of the vord, in association with the verb letan, just

as with gar and darod in Haldon,l suzgests its employment as
a missile, Jjust as much as its association with the verb scotsn
in the later verse homily description:
Da stod his franca oder fula begleddod
mid ITulianes blode,  binnam dam gesceote.
(Zlfric 3, 266-7)
A single narrative incident:
Foron da tosomne francan weron hlude,
wrade walherigas. Sang se wanna fugel,
(Genesis 1982-3)
has perhaps similar bird associations to those postulated for
darod. A single instance occurs in prose context in the tenth

century will of a certain /ideric, who beqgueathes his lora:

syxtil mancuas goldes ond mines swyraes mid fetele,
ond darto two hors ond two targan ond twegen francan.

(Dip.Angl. 516.35)

1. 108-9, and 149.
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Some supporting evidence as to the nature orf this
weanon is to be found in 0Old iorse literature, nere it occurs
in simple form rather more frecauently than the single instance
Keller had supposed.l Such inclusions as fleygjandi irakzna2
support the general 01d IEnglish evidence for the use of the
word to denote a light missile, but others pose problems.
The C! compound hrefrakki, occurring in the du_lur, and
considered by Keller to mean "sword" in a kenning form 'corpse-
fluke",3 is seen in at least one context:

Gisli hjo 1 moti med hoggspjoti...ok melti; Hr8kk

hrefrakki hjoek til Skeggja
(Gislasaga Surssonar, 2)

to have been used as the ecuivalent of hoggspjot, which appears

L

to have been a stout form of hand-spear. Perhans this

represents the same sort of semantic shift in ON as that
involved in the Scandinavian use of atgeir.

The entire nature of this word therefore is obscure;
the etymology is by no means plain, and the single cognate
form of 1little consistently direct support. It occurs only
relatively rarely, but is found then not only in verse context,

but in the most prosaic form of a will, and might normally be

1. Keller, M.L., (1906), p.l34.

2. Falk, H. (191%), p.75.

3. Keller, H.L, (1906), p,134. (dulur, p.662)
4,  Falk, H. (191%), pp.66, 76 ff.
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expected therefore to have had some specific concrete
application. Apart from the clear indication that this
application was to some form of light dart however, the nature

of the weapon cannot be determined.

Gafeluc is another rarely recorded word, apparently
introduced only late intoc 0ld English, and denoting a light

kind of throwing spear, like gar, darod or franca, but probably

with a rather lighter barbed head.

The distribution of cognate forms is distinctive and
significant. Only ON gaflak occurs of all the Germanic
dialects, presumably itself, like the Ok form, representing a
late loan either through English, or more probably, directly
from Celtic sources. Throughout the Celtic groupn alone of
the "Centum" branch, cognate forms proliferate: Cynmr, gaflach
(bearded spear); O.Ir. gabnla (throwing spear)l, gafa (hook);
Gael. gobhall (forked); Breton gavlod (Javelin); gavl. (forked)
Thurneyson traces the related O0,7r, gavelot from a vulgar Latin

* gobal-ellus,® the ultimate derivation of which is probably the

1. Glossed once with sleagha: liiller, A.7.X. (1880), C'Clery's
Irish Glossary; inevue Celtique, IV, n.428.

2. Thurneyson, R. (1884), HKeltoromanisches: Die keltischen
Etymologischen W8rterbuch der romanischen Sprachen, D.63.

-
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same as that of the Celtic series - an Indo—European'*chabh o)
(a forked branch).l Fick connects OHG gibil, Goth. gibla
and ON gafl, all denoting "gable" to a related Indo-European
root form'*g'hebhlo,2 the semantic proximity of which probably
derives from the gable's construction from two crossed beams,
or perhaps originally a single piece of forked wood.3

The word survives with the same denotation tnrough early
liidgdle English:

Gavelokes also thike flowe

So gnattes, ichil avowve. L
(Arthour and ilerlin, p.338)

although in the fifteenth century gloss:

missile: a shalfte and a shetel and a gavelot.
(Lrinity Gl. 596.23)

the 0ld French form has taken its place. While the vprimary
denotation of the 0ld IEnglish form is thus ultimately ousted,

the word survives into MNE northern dialect to mean a "crow-bar",

thaet is, a split-ended or forked iron pole,5 and into more usual

1. Pokorny, J. (1930), I, p.533.

2. Fick, A. (1690), I, p.k15.

3. NED. sub gable sb.,l.

4. Cf. also: Peter Langtoft: Chronicle, II, p.297; or

included in Latin texts for instance: Jocelin de Brakelonda:
Chronica, p.4+83; or Matthew of Paris: Chronica Majora, sub
anno 1256, p.550.

5. Wright, J. (1898-1905), English Dialect Dictionary, sub gave-

lock, sb.l; also presumably "earwig" by nhysical analogy
Tbidem, sb.2. 7 & =
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NE gaff, a light hooked fishing-spear.

While this word occurs in 01d English connected literature
just once - when the death of St. Edmund at the hands of the
Danes is described by the prose homilist:

Hi scuton 0a mid gafelucum swilce him to gamenes to,
0d %=t he eall was beszt mid heora scotungum, swilce
igles byrsta, swa swa sebastianus wss.

(Alfric 32.116)
its usage 1s fully supported by later glosses:
hastilia: gafelucas (Z£Lfc,.gl. 1%3.6)
catapultas: arewan, gavelucas (Aldh.gl. Lr238)l

iaculo i sagitta: fla, gafe, wiuvere (Aldh.gl. 1103)

iaculo: fla(ne) vel gafeluca, vel vi(d)bere (Algdh.
Brussels gl. 432.19)
where arewan, flane and vifere can all be assumed to present
roughly similar denotations.2

Evidence from 0ld Norse usage like the compound phrase
floezgiggﬁlgk,3 all indicates support for the scarce 0ld English
evidence. At the battle of Svoldr (1000 A.D. ) this dart is
light and plentiful enough for the hero 0Olaf Tryggvasson to
have thrown them two at a time as from both hands:

optast um daginn.....

skaut....gaflokum, ok jafnan tveim senn
(Olafss. Tryggvasonar, 127)

1. Cf, Ald, Brussels gil. 405.1%, and 505.20.
2. See this section, pp. §550ff. 563ff.

3. Cf. Konungs skuggsija, p.153; and Fridpjofss, ens Frzkna, 1l.
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Light barbed darts are found in Scandinavia during the ninth
and earliest tenth centuries,l and 1t is probably this variety
that is described in Egilss. Skallagrimssonar 86. Falk
considered,2 quite reasonably, that this was probably some
kind of hand-arrow, like the vigr,> to be thrown from a
distance, together with darts equipped with amenta. As much
might be deduced from the disposition of ranks during the great
sea battle of Aarhus (1043 A.D.) when:

en Oeir logdu kesaum, er i fyrirrumi varu, en allir

deir, er aptarr varu, skutu snoerispjétum e6a gaflokum

eda vigorum, en sumir bordu grjoti eda skeptiflettum,
en deir, er fyrir aptan siglu v4dru, skutu boga skotum.

(Magnus godass. 30)
By 1200 A.D, it is considered an unknightly weapon,

carried by Parzival a number at a time in a quiver.LF It seems

1. Petersen, J. (1919) figs. 23-k.
2. Falk, H. (1914) p.72.
3. See this section, pp.561-3.

4, Wolfram von Eschenbach: Parzival, 139, 9-11; 145, 13
155.65 157.173 159.9. In one instance, a piece of wood
is described as being twisted cross-wise into the head,
which can only conceivably refer in context to a barbed
head, (sniden, wk.fem., being either singular or plural
in the accusative form: 159, 15-19).
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probable that they were kept in this way, just like arrows,

to protect both the barbs and the feathered flights. That

the head was barbed seems overwhelmingly probable, from the
word's etymological origins, the description of the OHG
Parzival, and the depiction of just such a dart as this, barbed
and feathered, in manuscript illuminations until the fourteenth

1

and fifteenth centuries. Until recent times there survived

in Iceland a children's toy which took just this form, and to
which the same name was applied.2
The Celtic races were notorious dart-throwers in battle
at every stage of their history,> and in all probability, the
barbed element, abandoned by Germanic peoples about the middle
of the seventh century, was reintroduced during the ninth and

tenth centuries, together with its name, due to western

expansionist activities by both English and Scandinavians.

1. E.g. BM MS Nero X 4 ix, fol. 10? Harl., MS 437% fol. 161,
(Reproduced by Hewitt, 7. (1855 II, fig. 95) dr the Duc
de Berri Bible (reproduced by Westwood 7.0% (1846)
Illuminated Illustrations of the Blble, pl. 8).

2, Jahn, F.H., (1825) Nordens, isaer Danmarks krigsvaefen i
Mi ggelaldegen, pp.219-20.

3. E.g. Ma s berfoettss., 26-7. As late as the seige of
Rouen (1E135 Monstrelet describes the Irish as furious
wield%rs of petits javelots, (Planché, J.R., (1876) I,
p.313).
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The earliest appearance of the word in OE is in the tenth
century Alfric glgss.l That the head was small and barbed,
might well have been the reason that the hero Orvar-0Oddr had

one embedded in his leg for three days.2

As late as the first
half of the thirteenth century, sagitta Waliscg or Wallensis,
apparently denotes a sort of barbed arrow as distinct from the
simple leaf-shaped sggitta genderata of normal English usage.
Falk states bluntly that the head was without doubt fixed with
a tang to the shaft.3 While there 1s no clear evidence for
this sort of detail, this fact might fit conveniently with the
incident concerning Orvar-0ddr, and this is just the means of
attachment of the only attestedly late barbed heads known from
Anglo-Saxon or Viking contexts. Perhaps the employment of
this dart form like the use of the name, replaced 0ld English
forms like darod, flan or franca, which we find to have begun

to fall off by the first years of the eleventh century.

Flan is a word assoclated with both grewan and gafeluc,

apparently denoting both "arrow" and a light kind of throwing

1. 143.6.
2. QOrvar-Oddssaga, 16.
3. Falk, H. (191%) p.72.



551,

spear. Keller admits only the former sense for this word,l
despite an apparent awareness of most of the glosses, which
indicate a clearly wider semantic field than she suggests.

Cognate forms exist only as OHG flein, and ON fleinn,
both of which can similarly denote both arrow and dart, and it
is likely therefore that this form derives from a Common
Germanic root, both the form and meaning of which are uncertain.
Falk suggests that the basic meaning is that of '"something
broken off, a splinter, fork-prong or something pointed",
and attempts to identify this with the third Nydam type with
narrov wings and a high midrib2 although this etymology seems
more likely to suggest the simple gquadrangular spike of the
fourth group, which is so similar to the later arrow forms,
also called fleinn and flan.

.The denotation "dart" is noted from as early as the eighth
century in the gloss:

spiculis: flanum (Corp. Si54)
but the width of association with this denotation is shown well

into the eleventh century with such glosses as:

1. Keller, M,L., (1906) p.206-9,
2. Falk, H, (191%) pp.66-7.
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sagitta vel telum: fla (Z£Lfc,.gzl. 332.39)1
tessa: flanas (Cleo. III, 533.24
pila: flanas (Cleo. III, 533,31)
telum vel obeliscus: flaa (£lfc.gl. 143.15)2
sagitta vel spiculum: gefyderad flaa (Zlfc.gl. 143.16)
scorpilus: gesttrad flaa (£lfc.gzl. 143.17)
ifaculo i sagitta: fla, gafe, wiuere (Ald,gl. 1103)
jaculorum vel funda: widnyt vel fla (&lfc.gl. 118.9)
iaculo: fla vel gafeluca vel vi(d)bere (Ald.Brussels 432.19
effunde frameam: ageot ut flane (Blickling Ps.gl. 34+.3)
iaculatas: da flanihtan (Cleo. II, 425.32; III, 524,31)
iacula: flana (Blickling Ps,gl. 54.22)

Flanas is used to render iacula in the Lorica Hymn (32), but

sagittae in Gregory's Dialogues (114%.34), and the implication
of the listed instances from the glosses is quite plain.
Generally in connected 0ld English texts, where the word flan
i1s not specifically associated with the bggan, it 1is never
unambiguously used to describe a hand missile. For instance,
in the extract:

Hlyn weard on wicum

scyld and sceafta, sceotendra fyll,
gudflana gegrind; gripon unfegre
under sceat werum scearpe garas.

(Gepesis 2061-+)

1. Cf. Elfc,gl. 142,25,

2. Exactly the same formula is glossed in the twelfth century:
fla (Worc. 549.39).
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most editors end-stop hemystich 2063a, separating it
syntactically from garas, although parallel instances of such
association are not uncommon.1 Contextual association with
scegft and sceotendra however, mean little when the same words
are found in association with quite explicit reference to the
employment of bow and arrow, as, for instance, in:

bona swide neah,

se de of flan-bogan fyrenum sceoted.

(Beow. 1743-4)
or in the Anglo-Saxon chronicler's account of the death of
Rufus, reportedly mid anre fla ofsceoteg.2 Other examples
come to mind however, associating the term with ggg;g3 or other

attestedly missile forms, like:

donne gargetrum
ofer scildhreadan sceotend sendad

flacor flangeweorc, "
(Christ 674-6)
Similarly flana geweorc is associated in another instance with

1. E.g. BElepe 117-20, Christ 674+-6, and Psalm XC, 6.

2. Chropicle, sub anno 1100 A.D. Only later in the period,
however, does the semantic area seem to have narrowed to
just "arrow": (Layamon, Brut 64703 Gawain and the Greep
Knight, 1161, Cf, NED sub flane. It occurs thus in Scots
dialect after 1500 A.D. NED sub arrow).

3. Sol. 128-131.
%, Cf, Psalm XC, 6.
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dg;gé&g.l Verbal appositions with sepdan® or letan> are
common to descriptions of the use of missiles, but by no means

L

exclusive to the use of the spear.

The more convincing evidence of the Latin-English glosses
is supported by reference to 0ld Norse literature. In prose
context, as Falk remarks,5 the denotation of fleinn is almost
universally that of "arrow'", but in several verse instances,
as for example:

lati so Odinn flein fliuga sem eg fyrir mali.
(Hervarars. p.153)

the meaning 1s clearly that of a dart thrown by hand. A small
number of later descriptions apply the name to the appropriately
large hand-spear of the giants.

One further gloss might be of significance:

harundo: fla (Prudentius gl. 27.7)
The use of slighter shafts of willow twigs, withies or reeds
for the lighter hand-missiles or arrows is variously indicated,

and this is in all probability what is intended here. The

1. Riddle 56, 4-12; and see this section, p.539.

2. E.z. Christ 675.

. E.g. Jud. 220, Sol. 129.

3
4. E.g. Seo strzl wes sended (Blickling Homilies, 199.22).
5. Falk, H., (191%) pp.66-7,
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Lindisfarf gloss of Jerome's harundinem runs:

hwet forhuon eadage in woestern gesea, gerd ond
puulsper from wind styrende on scezcende.

(Lindisf, Mt. xi 7)

and there are many instances like this of semantic proximity
between words and concepts of this kind.l
The late tenth century gloss:
sagitta vel spiculum: gefyderad flaa (£Lfc.gl. 143,16)
is probably an indication that some at least of the flanas
were equipped with flights, perhaps in the same way as proposed

for the gafeluc.

Pil is a word normally used to denote various sorts of
spikes or pointed implements, and therefore occasionally but
only secondarily, employed as an element in kenning compound
forms to denote something like darod or franca.

Cognate forms, for instance OHG pfil, or ON pila, seem
to have been used more widely with the second denotation in
mind, and the 0ld English usage therefore might represent a
later shift of application in favour of other available words.

The Germanic forms are very probably to be regarded as a loan

from the Latin pjilum.

1. See section IV, pp. 455-6.
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Schrader has suggested that Lat. pilum, deriving from an
Indo-European *QSZDeudQ-m, may be either identical or related
to a Common Germanic ¥gpeuto, the original of OHG spioz
@pear),l but it is easier to account for a semantic proximity
between Lat., pilum and OE pil, in later times, With the
denotation "arrow" common to the cognate forms, it is possible
that the simple nail-like spike of the later Roman pilum was
blurred with the very similar head of the Germanic arrow.
Anglo-Saxon arrow-heads are very rare, but those that have
survived invariably take the form of simple nail-like points.2
The word pile is used throughout the medieval period and into
the eighteenth century to denote the nail-like tips of arrows
and darts.3

Thus the normal use of this form in 0ld English is as
an equivalent for, for instance, nagl in the saint's story:

and mid isenum pilum, heora ilas gefastnode, and

cwed bzt hi sceoldon swa standan, on dam pilum,
0dzt hi geoffrodon heora lac dam godum.

(£Lfric 5. 338-40)

or meaning "spine" in, for instance, the description of the Sea

1. Schrader, O. (.901) sub speiss, p.787.
2., E.g. from Dover B gr. 156. Baldwin-Brown's odd barbed

examples (1914%) III, pp.241l-2, pl. xxxii) are not clearly
from Anglo-Saxon contexts.

3. NED sub pile sb., (1) 1(b).
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Holly: Deor wyrt....0yrnygte pilas,l or in compound form as

the pointer of a sundial:
gnomon: dagmalspilu (£Lfc,.gl. 126.31)2
With the sense of NE pile, where the Worcester version of the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle describes a staked river-ford with the
word stangum,3 the Laud version runs:
Da ge namon 0a Walas, ond adrifon sumre ea ford ealne
mid scearpu(m) pilu(m) greatu(m) innan dam wetere, sy

ea hatte Temese; %a on fundon da Romani, da noldon
hi faron ofer done ford.

(Chron.(E) 5.11)

With the denotation of "missile" however, the word occurs

nowhere in the glossaries or prose usage, but just in verse
context in the form of various compc inds, apparently employed

as the poetic heightening of a normal word. Thus, for instance,
in an allusive abstract reference:

Bid %=t @fdonca eal gefylled
feondes fligepilum, facensearwum.

(Vainglory 26-7)
or more concretely, abeit intentionally cryptic:

Degtidum oft

spete sperebrogan; sped bid by mare
fylle minre. Frea %=zt bihealded,
hu me of hrife fleogad hyldepilas.

(Riddle 17. 3-6 )

1. Leechdoms I, 30%.,1.
2. Jul.pl. 337.6; Kluge gl. 126.
3. Chronicle (D) sub anno 1 A.D.

b, Cf. Rigdie 35, .28
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The hildescurum which come overwhelming St. Gudlac in death,
are elaborated as gwrecan WQ;p;lgm.l

In two similar forms occurring in the Riddles, like four
out of the six compounds, it is difficult to determine whether
or not the denotation ''weapon'" has acted as a conscious
association in the compound, but nevertheless doing so, would
vastly add to the poetically cryptic descriptions of "plough'":

Me durh hrycg wrecen hongad under
an ordonecpil, ober on heafde,

fest ond fordweard.
(Riddle 21. 11-13)
or "file teeth", where:
Min heafod is homere geduren

searopila wund sworfen feole.
(Riddie 91. 1-2)

Anga is a word found only once or twice in 0ld English
literary usage, indecisive in denotation, and etymologically
obscure, although well known to most archaeological commentators
who use the term of Agathias, angon to describe long-shanked
barbed spears of the group L1.2

Cognate forms with the denotation "spike, barb, arrow",

occur as OHG ango, and ON angi, while Agathias records a

1 . Gﬂélac ll)"‘3"'5)+ .
2., See section III, p. 234.
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Frankish form which he interprets as: ayywv , Closely
associated mo doubt are the Latin ungustus, uncus, and Greek
uncigus, all deriving probably from an Indo-European root form
*ank- (to bend);l to which also might be traced OE angel, ON
ongull, OHG apgul (fish-hook) or Lat. apgulus (an angle).
This suits admirably Agathias' description of the sixth century
Frankish missile, implying a light barbed point.2
The word 1is only rarely found in 0ld English contexts
however, and in no case 1s unambiguously used to denote
exactly this kind of missile. The best example of its use
is in the Riddle's description of the ballista when:
of me bosme fared
(Biddle 23. 3-4)
or translating Gregory's aculei libidinis3 in the Alfredian:

etren onga.

donne sio womb bid full ond adened, donne bid aweaht

se anga Jzre wrannesse,
(Past. 309. 15-16)

in the sort of position where Alfred would normally use sgere3+

l. Pokorny, J. (1930) I, pp.60-2.
2 See section VI, p. 592.

3. Regulae Pastoralis, III, 19.
4. Past. 245. 9-103 277, 22,
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The small number of glosses using the word are similarly
open to some doubt. Buckhurst considers the eighth century:
aquilium: onga (Corp. A715)
to have been a scribal error for Latin aculeum (spine, sting),l

but the same form occurs in the Epinal Erfurt Glossaries of

about the same time,2 and survives through the tenth century

Leiden gloss (70(2)) to the eleventh century Cotton Cleopatra II

3 although noted elsewhere in the twelfth century as:

glossary,

aculeo: angan (Capt,.Ps. 9.1’7)LF

While this word is clearly not frequently used in literary
contexts, like gar, the evidence points to some continuing
knowledge of the form throughout the Anglo-Saxon period,
although in fact, the type of missile represented by our group
L1 was already obsolete by the time of the first recorded 0ld
English glosses. Perhaps the unemended Corpus and Epinal
glosses may have been composed by persons seeing the last of

these weapons in their original form, before a semantic shift

set in.

1. H.M. Buckhurst, in the index to Lindsay, W.li. (1921).
20 EQ‘EI. 2(2)"')0
3. Cleo, II, 350.8.

L, Cf, Blfc.gl. 105.6: aculeus: sticel vel gadisen.
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Wigar is another rarely recorded word, which Bosworth
and Toller conclude to be a corruption of a compound wig-gar
(war—spear),l and which Keller identifies wholly with gar in
both meaning and etymology,2 although it is more likely, in
fact, to have had a distinct origin and meaning, if perhaps
somewhat blurred by subsequent processes of "pop-etym".

Cognate forms can be found to include: ON vigr, C.Dan.
and Swed. viger (willow rod), O.Fr. wigres, and Cymr. ghuvge
(flexible twig, or spear), all of which apparently derive
from an Indo-European root verb form *vik- (to bend).3 The
parallel O.Fr. guivre (arrow) on the other hand, seems more
likely to have been adopted from the separate OE vifere.
The implication of the form therefore, seems to be that of a
light hand-dart or arrow, such as might have been shafted,
like flan and certain other forms, from light thin stems.5

In 01d English, the only remaining evidence of usage is

that of the late tenth century gloss:
lancea: wigar (£fc,gl. 143.,12)

1. Bosworth and Toller sub wig-gar.
2. Keller, M.L. (1906) p.1l55.

3. Falk, H., (191%) p.74+.

L, See this section, p. 563.

S See section IV, p.456.
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In view of Isidorus' description of the lancea as hasta,

g it is perhaps significant that the

amentum habens in medio,
following line of the gloss reads:

amentum: wegures geridspere (Ibid. 143.13)
which Bosworth and Toller emend to wiggres;2 and apparently
by the same token, the next gloss in the list, which are
usually grouped significantly, reads:

falarica vel fala: wigspere (Ibid. 143.14)
a nonce compound, perhaps made by a pop-etym. rationalised
analogy with wigar. Certainly if the grouping in this gloss
is consistent, perhaps wigar refers to a light kind of dart
projected with an amentum.

0l1d Norse usage is much less obscure. Here the normal

employment of the word is to describe a light kind of throwing

spear, like the: gsongr flugbeiddra vigrr, or flugr vigrr of
the skalds.J At the battle of Hafrsfjord (872 A.D.) the ships
of Harald's enemies are said to have been laden with wvigr
vestrgena.h In a single instance, the word is used apparently
as a simple proper name for a special spear,

med spjot dat ev hann kalladi Vigr.
(Kormakss. 25)

1. Etymol. sjworig. 18.7; and cf. this section, p. 494.
2. Loc,cit.

3. Falk, H. (1914%) p.73.

Y. Haraldzs. harfagra, 18 (52).
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The 01d English form is remote enough from the Celtic
cognate and perhaps with the single 01d English reference
coming late in the tenth century, this represents with O,Fr.
wigre, a late borrowing from 0ld Norse, just like gigar and
algie g

Vifera is a rarely used word, occurring only in a small
number of Latin-English glosses and apparently with the same
denotation as before, describing a light kind of dart or hand-
arrow,

The only cognate form recognisable is 0.Fr. guivre (arrow),
which probably itself represents a loan from Old English. The
etymological derivation is by no means clear. Perhavs the
form is to be associated with the verb wafian (OHG yipf) used
to describe something in quick motion or rotation, the original
meaning being "something swung or slung" and therefore
particularly suitable for application to a missile.

Each of the appropriate glosses is late in the period,
from the eleventh century:

iaculo i sagitta: fla, gafe, wiuere., (Aldh,gl. 1103)
sagittarum: vifera (Aldh.Brussels gl. 405,15)

1. See this section, p.518 . E.g. from the Chanson de Roland:
I1 lancent lor e lances e espiez
Wigres e darz e museras e agiers,

(2074-5).
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spiculo: gare vel vifele (Aldh.Brussels gl. 432.20)

iaculo: fla vel gafeluca vel vi(d)vbere (Ibid. %432.19)

Close association thus with flan, gar and gafeluc, is a clear
enough indication of the word's general semantic field, but
little more is to be learnt of the dart's actual nature. The
emendation of the last gloss vi(d)bere, is that of Bouterwekl
and perhaps unnecessary in view of the word's close proximity
to the form vifele in the following line of the gloss.
Certainly there is no reason to associate it with a form of

the O0.Fr. wibete (arrow) which Wace remarks as a borrowing from

English, but which has not survived in written OE in this form.?

Scutel is a more common word, appearing in various forms,

denoting "darts or missiles" of different kinds; and deriving

h g

1. Bouterwek, K.W, (1853) Angelsichsische Glossen; Zeitschrift
fir deutsches Altertum, IX, p.432.

2 It is apparently unigque even in Wace: 'Mult espes voloent
saetes, / Que Engleis clamoent wibetes" (Roman de Rou,
8182543 and cf. Keller, H.E. (1953), Le vocabulaire de Wace,
p.206a.
Note. The later ME Promptorium Parvulorum uses wyfle/
wepene to gloss bipennis, which must represent a considerable
semantic shift, But cf. ON vifl "cudgel".




565

from the verb sceotan (to shoot) as is the case with cognate
forms, like that of ON gkutill (harpoon, or something shot);
the original form of which must ultimately come from a Common
Germanic verb form ¥ skeutan (to shoot ).

The earliest form of the word appears in the eighth
century gloss as:

jaculum: sciutil (Erfurt. 1177)

sagitta: sciutil (Erfurt. 1179)
and in the Psalms, glossing sagittis parvwlorum, as scytelum
gilgg,z with the same "dart-arrow" semantic field as before.

A related form with similar denotation -~ scyte, may well
represent merely an abbreviated form of gcytel. Like ON gkyti
it can either refer to the man who performs the shooting action,
as in the gloss:

arcister: strzlbora scytta (Cleo. II 350,.28)
where it clearly denotes a bowman, or, alternatively, the
distance over which the missile is projected:

b2t hie hafdon 8y strengran scyte
(Oros. 131.10)

l. The near homonym - gkyttel "a bolt or bar", contextually
assoclated with gatu in, for instance, the Gospel of
Nicodemus (p.21, 11-12) is more likely associated with
the verb gcyttan, "to cause a rapid movement, as in bolting
a door", Semantic and phonetic proximity might well have
resulted here in insoclu_ble confusion.

2. Paris Psalter Ps.63, v.7; rendered by the Vitellius
Psalter as strela 1ytlinga. d
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with which might be compared the OHG scuz, or the O.Frs, sket.
Meaning simply the missile itself, it is found in 0ld English
context just once in the gloss:

jacula: scytas (Leechdoms. I lxix 9)
but this is likely to have been of rather more common incidence,
and certainly survives as such well into Middle English, as in,

for instance, the phrase: micd scute_ of eien.] A form made

perhaps on a nonce usage is found thus:

fordon we faste sculon wid dam farscyte symle
werlice wearde healdan.

(Christ. 766-7)
A third associated form—*gggg,is found denoting the missile as
in:
Hi scuton %a mid gafelucum swilce him to gamenes to,

obdzt he eall wzs beszt mid heora scotungum, swilce
igles byrsta, swa swa sebastianus was.

(£lfric. 32.116)
or the compound form in the gloss:
iaculorum: scotspera, gara (Aldh,Brusselg. 405,14%)
A final variant takes the form of the participial gesceot

in the eleventh century glosses:

pila: gesceot (Z£lfc,gl. 143.11)

clava, vel cateia, vel teutona: anes cynnes gesceot

(Flfc,gl. 143,10)

1. Ancren Riwle, 60,163 and cf. 62.13 or Layamon, Brut 1461.
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the latter specifically generic rather than particular in
denotation, as in a high proportion of the examples of this
word's use., And with the sense of the shooter himself, in
the tenth century gloss:

commanipularius, collega, miles: 1incempa vel gescota

(Harl,.gl. 207.6)
With this participial form might be compared the cognates of

O.Sax. gescot, OHG scoz, gescoz (dart, missile), ON skotr,
and 0.Frs, gescot (bolt, missile).

The significance of the term scytelfinger or scetefingre
(indice prgdis)l to describe the manner of projecting wvarious
kinds of missile is dealt with elsewhere,2 but should be noted
as derivative similar to the noun forms described, and
comparable with, for instance, O.Frs. gkotfinger. Like each
of the nouns, a late simple form is probably commonly developed
in each of the related Germanic dialects, with no necessary
influence one upon the other, save in the original Indo~-

European primitive verb root form.

1. Eymn Surt. 104.5.
2. See section VI, p. 586.
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Note

How valid are the glossator's distinctions? Certainly
some nominal elements seem to have occurred more readily to
some glossators'! minds than others. In the later tenth or
eleventh centuries, for instance, spere seems to have come as
frequently to the minds of the writers of each of the Zlfric
Gloss, and the Cleopatra Glosses, II and III, but not at all
(in simple form) to the mind of the Aldhelm or Rrussels-Aldhelm
glossators. In rather lesser numbers, sceaft occurs in the
Elfric Gloss, but is replaced by spreot in each of the
Cleopatra Glosses. On the other hand neither occur in the
Aldhelm Glosses. The unusual word gtgar occurs four times

in the Aldhelm Gloss, but only in a single dubious instance

in its Brussels counterpart; three times in the Cleopatra
Gloss II, but never in IIlI. Fla is found four times in the

Elfric Gloss, but is replaced by gafeluc, gar and vifele in the
two Aldhelm Glosses, none of which are found in the Cleopatra

Glosses. At the same time every Gloss seems to make use of
infrequent and rather obscure specialist words, so that some

degree of conscious differentiation might be deduced.
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V1, PRACTICE

While the institutional problems of Anglo-Saxon
military organisation have recently been the subject of
critical reappraisal, the general nature of Dark Age
warfare, and that of the OlLd English fyrd in particular,
is still only imperfectly understood.

The general ethos of bzsttle, as of society as a whole,
seems not to have been either as static or as simple as
many have suggested; and tactics and egquipment by no means
necessarily as elementary. Wilson oversimplifies in
stating that "this was 2 heroic age", going on to examine
the nature of Anglo-Saxon warfare by the use of extracts

1

from the Battle of Maldon. The six centuries of Anglo-

Saxon Ergland consisted not of a single static situation,
but a period of development as continuous as any other

in all spheres of activity. Wwhile the conservative scop
of Msldon reflects the spirit of the period of Beowulf,
the heroic attitudes he portrays seem less likely to
reflect contemporary social reality, than the mere con-
tinuity of a poetic convention, ancd the appropriate
language of the formulaic technigque. The actual state of

society in which Malcdon was fought is more accurately

\

<

described in Wulfstan's Sermo Lupi ad Anglos. It is

1. Wilson DM. (1960) pp 104, 126-9.

2 %he Egm;;lgs of Wulfstan, ed, Bethurum D,
1957) p. 261 ff,
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certainly clear that by the end of the tenth century the
"heroic age" of Anglo-Saxon England had long passed.

Oman emphasised the considerable changes that took
place in the methods of western warfare in general between

1 and it is inconceivagble

the fourth and eleventh centuries,
that insular conditions should have been entirely unaffected
by continental developments. It is not normally suggested
that this was the case in the Scandinavian kingdoms which are
otherwise no less remote from Merovingian and Carolingian
Europe than was Anglo-Saxon England.

The local militia of the nascent Heptarchy is likely
to have been very different from the organised standing armies
of the middle eleventh century. Relying usually on tradit-—
ional Norman-French accounts of the battle of Hastings to
distinguish insular Anglo-Saxon from Norman (gg. Continental)

methods of warfare, it is too easily assumed that, with the

exception of the mysterious huscarles, English elements in

the army of Harold were fighting in much the same manner

as their fofebears of the Migrations, unfamiliar with mounted
troops, and lacking William's ranks of Gascon archers.2 But
conditions at Hastings - a defensive battle fought by tired
men, - must in any case have been atypical. Just a short

3

gime before, this same army” under Harold Godwinson had

1. Oman C. (1953) The Art of War in the Middle Ages; (2nd. ed.
revised by Beeler JH.) pp.l1l-30.

2. Por instance, cf. Stenton F. (1943) pp. 576, 584-5.

3. Later considerably depleted as a result of the forced
march southwards.
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inflicted a decisive defeat on the powerful Viking army of
Harald Hardrada, the most renowned warrior of the north, and:

"reputed to be the greatest general in Europe, who had
led to England a huge force of Scandinavian invaders,
and had Hastings never occured, Stamford Bridge would
doubtless have gone down in history as one of fhe most
significant and illustrious English vietories.-+

An grmy capable of action such as this is hardly to be dis-
missed as obsolete and ineapable.2 The equipment of Caroling-
ian armies seems often to have been as complex as that of any

3

later Medieval baggage train,” and the organisation of the

later 01d English fyrd is not likely to have been much less so.
Despite the apparent denigration of some his’corians,4 the bow
seems to have been a constant accompaniment of battle through-

5

and even the arcubalista was known
6

out Anglo-Saxon times,

long before Keller suspects.
As long ago as 1910 Clapham concluded that Anglo-Saxon
armies were made up of: "expeditionary forces, riding div-

isions, and mixed divisions of foot and horse";7 and

. Hollister CW. (1962) Anglo-Saxon Military Institutions on
the eve of the Norman Conquest, p.l48.
As apparently: Stenton F. (1943) p.576.
Pertz GH. III 145; an encyclical capitulary of 806 AD. cited
by Keller ML. (1906) p.32, n.2.
Eg. Stenton F. (1943) p.576.
Arrows are occasionally found in warrior graves (eg. Dover B
r.156); and are referred to frequently in battle scenes
eg. Judith 220-3), as well as being depicted in use both on
foot and fpom horseback (eg. Harley MS. 603, fol.25.) Car-
olingian capitularies ascribe the bow to all soldiers, both
foot and mounted (ef. Keller ML. (1906) p.49).
6. See section V, p.480; (Keller ML. (1906§ pp.197-8).
7. géapham JH. (1910) The Horsing of the Danes; EHR. XXV pp.
7-93.
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more recently the challen.iny thesis of Gloverl, con-

tending that especially with regaré to srchers ang
mounted troops, it is probable that the pre-Concuest
English army posscssec divisions and employec tactics
virt.ielly identical with thoge of the Normans, has
recently be-n surported by the institutional researches-
of Hollister, Rich>fdson ~nd S~yles.” This is merely

a return t the com:ensense stanc of Leking3 who
accepted the existance of Anglo-3axon mounted troops
per ce, accepting the evidence of manuscripts =nd
sculpture at its face value,

from purely literary sources, however, it is

dif icult to assess the range and variety of equipment
used by the entire Old English fyrd at any particular
point of time, snd esprcially cso that of th-s lesser
ranks of society, ith the single exception of the
remarkable ceorl Dunhere, "the peasant contingents in
the host move very dimly behind (the) aristocratie

foreground".4

1. Glover R, (1952) Trglish warferc in 1066; EHR.
. LXV1l, pp. 1-18,

2, Hollister Cw, (1“62) ¢~p. VII, vassim; Richardson

HG. and Sayles GO, (1963) The gove ne ~diaeval
s PP. 42-61 The mos convincing argument 1s

comuone~nsical anc linguistic: "When an Englishman
saw a mounted soldier sfter .he Conquest, he cid
not neec to bo tol¢ whet thr object wess, even though
it might be Prench;, he had sern plenty of the kind
before, =nd hac a sord for it = cniht . (p. 56).

3. L=aking G. (1920 p. 28,

4. sStenton P, (1943) D. 237
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The poverty of weapons ascribed by Tacitus to the
first century Germani, among whose warriors: primam

. . . 0
utcumgue aciem hastatam, ceteris praeusta aut brevia tela,

in all probability survived well into the period of the
Migrations, and the archaeological evidence from the first
centuries of settlement indicates that only the higher

ranks of society were provided with anything more than the bare
minimum of arms.l From the earliest laws we may infer the
obligation of all freemen, both O0egnlig and ceorlisc, to
service in the local militia, themselves or their lords pro-
viding the appropriate weapons,2 but for most men these will
probably only have been of the simples. kind. And right

at the end of the period, Hollister'!s "Great Fyrd" will have
been composed of all able men called in any emergency,
carrying whatever poor arms lay conveniently to hand,

It is clear however, that although machus, granz pels,

forches ferréggfg tirels may certainly have been pressed

into use at need,3 the basic arms expected of the body of
the fyprd were simply spear and shield. Much the same
conditions of warfare must have existed as on the continent
at this time, where Carolinginan capitularies staf in-

cisively: arma, id est scutum et lanceam.? Rather later,

Annals, II, 14.
See section V11, p. 681,

0.
lo
2. Laws of Ine, 51,
30
4.,

Wace, Roman de Rou 1241-2, and see Delow, p. 612.
Capitularia Regum Francorum, I1I, i, p. 450, (3806 AD).
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even an aristocratic Scandinavian warrior advises on the
paramount importance of retaining a spear to hand in battle:

Dat skalltdu oc wist warazc at alldrigi later du spiot
0itt ifylkinghu laust nsma du hafir twau. DPwi at
betra er ®itt spiot ifylkingu aweldi en twau swerd til

bardaga. (Konungs skuggsis, p.153).

And the weapons of the freeman are to be carried by

every man in war, whatever other weapons he may have possessed

1

in additiony Similarly the early Scandinavian Guladingsllg

insists that even the aristocrats are to provide themselves

with all folkvopn including a "well shafted spear“z, save that

this was not apparently carried together with the axe. Such
simple obligations upon Anglo-Saxon freemen survive well into
the Middle Ages. Under the Conqueror laws with regard to arms
remain practically the same as under Cnut.3 During the later
period the requirements of heriod are increasingly rendered

in monetary terms rather than in the practical form of arms,

4 and the increasing professionalisation

armour and mounts,
of Hollister's "Select Fyrd" no doubt resulted in a smgller

but far better equipped force, with the huscarles intro-

duced by Cnut forming an elite, which, together with

l. Capitularia Regum Francorum, II, ix, p.508; iv 23.

2. Gulathingsllg, 309; FrostathingslBg, VII 13; X 3.

3, Leis Willelme, 20; (ed. Liebermann F. (1903) p.506). and
€f. in the twelfth century the Assize of Arms, 3 (ed. Stubbs
W. (1948) p.183) and in the thirteenth the Close Rolls of
the Reign of Henry III, 1237-1242, (RS. 1911) pp. 482-3%).

4, Hollister CW. (1962) pp. 22-3, et passim.
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richer mounted degnas, might have proved more disciplined
and practised in the lctest tactics of western warfare.
W..ile the spear therefore seems to have been the

weapon par excellence of the common Old English warrior,

it was Dy no means cespised by the upper ranks of the fyrd.
The apoarent predilection of Byrhtnod at Mzldon, is by no
means an individual eccentricity for one of his jegnlig
adass, Naturally enough curing the earlier Anglo=-Saxon
period spears of all kinds are found in the hands of the
Kingly leaders of the comitati; the one detail that
Aneurin gives us of the leader of the Saxons =t Cattr=zd

was that he wore the skin of a wild beast over scale armour,
and carried a"death-dealing spear".l And Wiglaf,

successor to Beowulf himself, recipi-nt of kingly hring

gyldenne, goldfzhne helm, beah on byrnan, is still

descrioed as geongum garwigend.2 Spears figure among

other weapons in the rich graves at Taplow anc¢ Broomfield,
and in large numoers at Sutton Hoo, Just as in the Frankish
grave of Childeric. Later in the perioa Q0ld Norse

accounts show Kings Olaf and Magnus the Good throwing
Javelins in batble,3 while Magnus Barefoot and Hakon the

Good are described carrying spears together with their

swords .* The Bayeux Tapestry depicts in turn spears in
1. Canu Aneurin; citeé by Keller ML. (1906) p. 3l,
g. §eowulf.d5089-l2j
. Magnus ass. 3:.
4, Haﬁonar goovass. 28; Magnuss s. berfoetts, 26,
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the hands of Earl Guy, Herold Godwinson and William,l anc
throughout the period the spear is evinced as a symbol of
authority.2 Ever the noble English resistance hero
Herewerd, is depicted, like Parzival, performing hig most
heroic deecds through prowess with Javelin and hand-spear.3
Keller's sugg-stion that by the enc of the perioc the
oattle-axe had ousted the hand-spear as the weapon of the
ordinary Anglo-Saxon soldier,5 must clearly be
discredited., Florence specifically ascribes the ategar
to the megnificently armed retinue of Earl Godwin in
1041.7 Superior weapons like the pattern-welded or
lugged bladss described were available curing the later
vert of the perioé for the discriminsting warrior, =nd

the richly decorated series obviously belingec to “he
profesciconal soldier or the more prosperous.6 Certainly,
not to have carried one or more gpears would have

rencered the aristocrat redundant curing the important
opening exchanges of any battle, preclude him from any
more than a belated and limited part in the confrontation,
an¢, accordirg to one near cortemporary account, put him

at considerable disadvantage.7

|

ed, Stenton F, (1957), pls, 28, 3L, 58 etc,
See section VII, pp. 699ff.

Gaimar, L'Estoire des Engleig, 5655-2, 4644-8; see belowv.,
Keller M, (L1906) p. 61,

See section IV, p. 364.
gee section IV, pp. 421ff.

Konungs skuggsjg, p. 153; see p. 604.

o\ pHwn -
e & o o o o o
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Despite revision of types of weapons :nd modes of
battle, darts and pole-arms of all kirds fulfilled s
pasic role in the equipment of all parts of the Dark
Age fyrd. Major division into laurger hanc-gpears andé
the smaller blades more suitable for missiles, noticed
from earliest times, is described among the first century
Germani thus:

Ne ferrum quidem superest, si_cut ex genere telorum

colligutur., rari gladiis aut aioribus lanceis

utuntur: hastas vel ipsorum vocaoulo frameas
gerunt angusto et brevi ferro, secd ita acri et ad
usum habili, ut eodem telo, prout ratio poscit

vel comminus vel eminus pugnent. et ecues guidem

scuto frameacue contentus est, pedites et migsilia

spargunt, pluraque singuli, atque in immensum
vibrant,
(Germania VI.)

This heavier framea, used both beyond and within
the recach of the short staboing legionary gladius,l and
the 1light darts throcwn from a cistance, remain m:jor
divisions throughout later Anglo~Saxon times, anc
whetever individual developments may have taken vlace
by the end of the period at Hastings, both remain a
significant feature of Anglo-Saxon armament as
illustrated by the Bayeux Tapestiry.

The typical battle in Anglo-Saxon times is likely

to have pneen a rather confused affair: a mixed oody of

1. The length and overall bulk of these early Germanic
hanc-gspears is remarked upon coumonly by Tacitus:
eg: "contra Cheruscis sueta apud paludes proelia,
procera membra hastae ingentes ac¢ vulnera facienda
Quamvis procul .

d " (Appals, I 64 ).

See generallv below P- 597
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men, variously armed, probably striking in all direc-
ticns at once, anc hindered by missiles of all kinds
falling singly or in showers. Oman considered even the
great Anglo-French battles of the Norman age to have been
"nothing more than a huge scuffle and scramble of horses
and men over a convenient heath or hillside"l and under
such conditions there can hsve been no "manual" to
follow. Weapons will have been used in extremig, in
every sort of "unorthodox" manner. The Lomba: ¢ king
Aistulf hurled an enemy from a bridge by a blow from

the ferrule end of his spear-shart, although this was
certainly not its primary function.2 At the bpattle of
Felganes (1044 AD) Magnus is described in the heroic

feat of throwing what are specifically described as
hand-spea_s throughout the night of the baitle, pecause
he ha¢ run out orf the lighter darts made for the purpose.3
When king Edgar ran through an adulterous earl in the
forest of Werewille, he did so with a light dart merely

pecause this happened to be at hand on the hunting

1, Oman C. (1953) p.60; following for instance Delbrt#ick H,
(1923) _Geschichte der Kriegskunst im Rahmen der
politischen Gegchichte,

2. VWarnefridus, VI, 56. Double-ended spears were especially
developed thus in classical times (Daremberg ana Saglio,
III, figs. 3723 ff.), but in Anglo-Saxon times it seems
not to have been used too seriously (cf. Alfred's Cura
Pastoralis, 296, 9-11); and the ON GulathingslBg (199)
exacts much le:s severed penalties for siriking with
the butt end of the shaft, The Tenison Prudentius
fol. 2v, illustrates a prisoner oeing goaded thus,

3. Magnus godass. 23; and cf. Gunnar': use of the atgeirr
in Njallss. 72.
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expedition.l The OHG hero Psrzival actually states a
preference for using the uncourtly gabilot thus .2
In gerneral, however, it mi.ht be as:umed that certair
weapons were intended for use in a certain way, or in
particular formations., Thus for instance, the disposition
of troops in the sea battle at Aarhus (1043 AD) is care-
fully described;
er i stafni varu, en deir logdu kesjum, er i fyrirrumi
varu, en allir deir, er aptarr varu, skutu snoerispjotum
eda gaflokum eda vigorum, en sumir bordu grjoti eda
skeptiflettum, en deir, er fyrir aptan siglu varu,

skutu bogaskotum,
(Magnus godass. 30).

Similarly disciplinec¢ organisation must have been involved

in the employment of the renowned Old Englicsh scilé-weall;

by no means to be condemned as a vrimitive stationary
cefenc2 oy reason of a cingle instance at Fastings, but
capaole of much more fl~xible use, end like English
infantry, highly thouzht of long after the Conquest.
While there is no evidence for periodic training before
later medieval times in England, warfare hac been ctreated
as & science in the Eastern Empire for centuiries, with
theoretical treatises covering all aspects of military
organisation;3 and in the west, the highly regul risec

layout of such fortresses as Trelleborg implies at least

S ——

William of Melmesoury, De Reobus Gestis Regum

Anglorum, II, 157,

2. Parzival, 155. 6ff,; and cf. the rather earlier h-roic
feat of the Goth Tarmutus (Procopius, De Bello Gothico
V xxix 36-43).

3. For instance the Strategicon of Emperor Maurice

(c. 580 he Tactica .
AD), or the Tactica .o o ine wise (336-912 AD)
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a form of para-military organisation. Wnlle no marual
of arms is likely to have existed on the lines of the
Renascence treatises, some general conclusions might be
inferred from a consideration of the pattle scenes of
OCE, literature, together with the depictions of
manuscripts or sculpture. Thus the spear may be seen
employed both as a weapon of attack and defence.

Most pattles or incividual confrontations during the
Dark Ages will orobably have begun with an exchange of
missiles from a distance, and then, while the odd cart
may well have been used in subsequent stages of the
encounter, infighting will have been conducted largely
with harc-spears and ecge-weapons used with both
thrusting and slashing movements. Thus Erling's army

is saic to have yaru fyrst spjota log ok degar bratt

hoggorrogta,2 which might be compared with the tactics
emoloyeC by Hereward, as an individual, at his last

stana, when after:

1. For the reasons given it is neither approprizte nor
possible to reconstruct a strict military menual, as
Bartle has done for the Roman Cavalry (Bartle SH. (1961)
A Study of the Roman Cavalry Arm; a thesis presented to
Kings' College Newcastle, 1961). But useful reference
might be made to extant manuals from a period more used
to the management of pole-zrms, like; Silver G. (1599)
Paradoxes of Defence; Waré R. (1639) Animadversions of
War, or JG, Gentleman's 1594 translation of Giacomo de
Grassit's Italian manual of the partizan, pike, bill,
halberd and javelin,

2., Magnus Erlingssonars. 14,
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Tant cum sa lance lui pot durer;
E quant sa lance 1i falit,
Del brand d'acier granz cops ferit.
Li bers 1li est venuz devant
Le gaveloc (1i) leit aler,
Parmi 1l'escue le fait wvoler
Le hauberc rumpi, pas ne se tint
Le quer trenchant, idsi avint.
(Gaimar; L'Estoire des Engleis, 5644-8, 55-8.)

These basic modes, to which the 01ld English verbs scotan and
stician are best applied, are dealt with therefore in the
appropriate sequence.

Scotan. The most significant feature of the opening
stages of any battle must have been the first exchange of
missiles, flung in an attempt to reduce the enemy's ranks
before fiercer infighting began. Thus Danes and English faced
each other over the Panta in 991 AD., and:

ne mihte hyra ®nig odrum derian
buton hwa durh flanes fliht fyl gename.

Wodon da wslwulfas, for wetere ne murnon,
wicinga werod, west ofer Pantan,

Hi leton da of folman  feolhearde speru,

gegrundene garas fleogan,

bogan weron bysige, bord ord onfeng.
(Maldon , 70-1, 96-7, 108-10).

Perhaps one of the first of these missiles was considered to
dedicate victims among the enemy to the god of battle and death%
Certainly thereafter, frequent flights of darts, both singly

and in showers, will have been a regular feature of any
encounter, as when:

Hlyn weard on wicum
scylda ond sceafta, sceotendra fyll,

gudflang gegrind. (Genesis, 2061-3).

l. See section VII, pp. 644-6.
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and frequently the OE. gcop describes vcollies falling
in showers like rain,l Even mcre poeivically elaborated,
Snorri cites the words of Bersi:

hoefr at Hlakkar drifu -----

----- Askr Ullar, sem Djodolfr kvabd:
Ganga el of yngva
Ullar skips med fullu
da- es sammagla singlur
slidrcinkadar rida, ]
(gkaldskaparmal 22-:-233).

Whatever changes and developments there may have been
in either armament or tactics, at any time during the
Angl -Saxon »neriod, thr host of darts characteristic of
Germanic tribes during the later Empire, as when for
instance, during & pbattls be.ween Vanduls ancd Imperial

~

troons: cadit uncéicue ferrum,“ are stiil found ir the

sccount of Hestings, when, according to liace,

jacant Argli cuspides ac diversoruam generum tela,
sevissimus quasque secires et lignis imposita saxa,
(Gesta Guilielmi Ducis Normannorum. p.2Cl)

A great rumoer of missiles of various kinds,
therefore, se-m to have been thrown during the course of
battle at any time curing the Dark Ages, so that each
warrior would have had to be equinped with a large

rumner beforehand, Accorcing to Vegetius each of the

1. ¥®g. GuBlac 1142=-4; Vainglory ---4; Judith 224-5 etc.
2. sSidonius A Apolllnarls, Pan. Maj. 4LO
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barbarian auxiliaries of the late Roman army were

Ca e . . 1 ] .
provided with & numder of the light bebrae, and this
practice was apnarently common to most armies or eerly

. . . 2 : .

historic times. During the Anglo-Saxon period proper,
the individual heroic feats of particular warriors,
like Bersi,3 are often accomplished merely witn the aid
of two or three darts. Thus Gaimar tells us of Orrum:

Un vachelier iloec estreit,

Qui 1= cheval var le frein teneit,

Treis gavelocs tint en sa main;

Orim ne fud mie vilain,

Les gavelocs sempres saisis,

E le cheval tost lui tolid, ) ,
(L'Estoire des Engleis, 2733=33).

This group of three seems to have veen very much the
regular n.mosr c.rried during Anglo-Saxon times, Three
barbed darts were found together at Sutton Hoo, and in
later manuscript drawings or the Bayeux Tapestry, groubs
of three are often shown retainec¢ in one hand ready for
use (figs. 110, 113(1).% While a noble warrior like

Byrhtrnod will no coubt have had a wea pnbora at hané to

supprly nim with the pumoer of missiles he is recorded
to have discharzed in one or another encounter at
Maldon, the ordinary soldier would have been more limitecd

in the rumber of darts he could carry. Occasionally

T.” De Re Militarii, I, 20.

2, Cf. for instance, Procopius, De Bello Gothico, VIII,
xiv, 3-3.

3. Kormakss., 1l5.

4, And cf. Harley MS. 603, fols, 4, -0, 56v, anc the

Cedmon MS. p.Z2.
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made or light withies,l most dart shafts must have oe n
slender enough for several to have oveen carricc ot a
time, oat others, like the hand-sn~ars thot Magnus used
to such effect at Helganes,2 or the att=stedly late

kastsojut from Follingvo (Gotland)>, can hardly have

peen carried in such large numbers. The description
of the battle =zt dam Holme (902 AD) where:
coniicunt peltas, enses viorant, in utrague manu

crispatur hastilis crebro,
(Chronicon Adelweardi, sub arno 90I)

like the description of Olaf Tryggvason at the battle
of svoldr (1000 AD), who:
skaut lengstum um caginn, en stuandum
gaflB8kum, ok jafnan tveim senn;
(Olaf Tryggvasonar, 252).
clearly denotes a light enough missile, plentifully
available. The gaflok seems to have been kept for use

in a quiver in some cases,4

out normally such large
numoers of light carts will proovably have been kept,

like the plumbatae of the laster Romsan infantry,5 ready

for use in the free, or shield, hand. This is illus-

trated well by the last warriors of the Bayeux Tavestry

Sece gsection V, p. 554.

See this section, o, 578. \

Stockholm Hist, Mus. regs. 15928; sce section IV, . p.43%4.
. See section V, p. 548.

. Vegetius Renatus, De Re Militari, I, 17.

IHw -
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shield wall (fig. 110) or the Hzrley Psalter horsemen
(fig. 113(1).

In the frecuently crowded conditions of the Dbattle
line, as shown again by the Bayeux Tapestry's Ssxon
shield wall, the light dart was bect used merely lifted
horizontally above head height, an¢ thrust forward with
¢ simple overhand (ie. thumb to reer) grip. With more
space or greater leisure however, care coulc pe taken
to ensure correct trajectory and maximum impetus. A
missile falling hard anc obliguely from awvove head
height wszss capable of inflicting most damage, and where
the enemy lines were on a level with ones own and at
some distance, it was necescary to project the missile
in an upward curving trajectory. The shaft is thus
grasped at the point of balance, (perhaps marked by a
row of nails or a emall metal plate)l held at body
height slopin: upwards, and thrust forward with a
rather longer movement than is possible when held horiz-
ontally and higher. The movement must have been much
that of the swinging action of the modern athletic
Javelineer, and is best describec prooably vy the OHG.

word swanc with which the gabilot is thrown,< ana which

1, sSee sectionlV, p. 466.
2, Parzival, 120.2,
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is probably cognate with OE., gwingan., 3ut at all times
this must have been consideranly limited oy the extent
of other .rms and armour carried, and by the press of
battle, The angle of the movement is illustrated pest

in the Harley Psalter fol. 4, and less weli 1in the

hands of the foremost of the shield-wall in the Bayeux
Tapestry (fig. 110). This usefully illustrates the
words of the eleventh century gloss:

obligua curvatura : sio scytehecslde onbegnis
(Cleo II. 461.-8)

The thrust is given greater force by the extension
of the forefinger along the sha: 't to the rear, as shown
in the carefully exaggerated hands of so many later
Anglo-Saxon artists. Early Laws, like those of £delberht,

impose considerable penalties where; man scytefinger

ofaslaahb.2 Bosworth and Toller imply, without

srgument, that the gloss, for instance:

index : ecytelfinger (Jul. gl. 306.44)
refers to the finger with which the bow=-siring was
drawn .- But there is clear evidence, that normally
considered, it is the second finger that is used for
this purpose, as when:

si secandum digitum, quo sagittatur, excusserit,
sol. xxxv culpabilis Jjudicitur,4

. Cf, Cleo. II, 453.4; III, 494.-2; and cf. gecytraes
"headlong rush", '

54; and cf, the Lawg of Alfred, 57,

sub, scytefinger, scytelfinger.

Legis galiciae, XXXI, 6; Capitularia Regum Francorum,
col. 301.

PWN
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while scytelfinger might be defined:

indice prodis: mid scetefingre du gebecnest
(Hymn Surt. 104.5)

It is the index finger therefore, as illustrated by the 01ld
English artists, that is used to project hand-missiles.

There is some evidence for the use of the amentum during
Anglo-Saxon times. As described by Xenophon or Arrian,l this
simple device took the form of no more than a short cord or
thong fixed or half-hitched to a missile shaft at the point of
balance, which was then used in thé¢ manner of a flexible lever
to increase immensly the impetus with which the missile was
discharged. It is incorrect to suggest, like Keller for inst-
ance,2 that the length of cord was of such a nature as to
function in the manner of a harpoon, to draw back and retrieve
the dart when thrown. The pseudo-Posidonius, as cited by

Strabo,3

implies the commoh employment of this device among
northern tribes during eariler Roman times, and actumia examples
of the cords with their fittings were found at Thorsbjerg and
Nydam during the later Roman Iron Age (£ig.109(1-2).%  The
small bronze staples, or larger pierced plates noticed

fixed to the shafts of a number of lighter shafts from

1. See generally: Daremberg C. and Saglio E. (1873) I, pp.
226-Tm figs. 250-6.

2. Keller ML. (1906) p.l1l48. . . . . N

3. Geography, IV, 4.3; describing for instance the grosphus
of the Belgae, thrown by "hand rather than with a thong",
and with an arrow's range.

4, See section II, p.72.
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the cemetery at Kingston Down (fig. 109 (5;-7)l are
likely to represént the means of attaching the cords of
such amenta, which otherwise might have entirely
perished as a result of insular climatic concditions,
Actual remains occur from contemporary Merovingian
graves,2 but the best evidence probably comes from
their cepiction on the helmet plates from Vendel grave
XIV (fig. 109(3).

The classical use of the amentum may well have
been known from such sources as the earlier fifth

century Historieg of Oros;gg,B and by the seventh

century Isidorus is still well aware of its practice.?

In Englana from the eighth century at least, the device
is describec as:

amentum : scept (1) og (Corp. A.517)7
without any further elaboration that might suggest its
unfamiliarity to the glossatur; ard the same form is
glossed as late as the end of the tenth century:

amentum ; wegures geridspere ()E:Lfc.gl.l43.l3)6
Another instance from the sam= glossary however:

hasta : getridwet spere (£lfc,gl.l43.5)

seems much more likely, in view of the bulk which might

See section 1V, p. 466.

See section IV, p. 465.

5, 15, 16, )

Btymol. sive origines., 13,7. Cf. sectior V, p. 4904.
Cf. Corp. A543; HB; and Ep.Er. 11(20).

cf, Kluge gl. 143. see section V, p, 485.

o\NPpwPOH
e o o o o o
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be presumed from hasia, to refer to the type of simple
cord grip-binding along the upper length of the shaft
as illustrated for instance in a contemporary tenth

1 Nowhere outside

century crucifixion from Aachen,
the glossaries is the use of this form alluded to in
0l1d English, but from the more precisely detailed
prose of 0ld Norse ovattle accounrts, there is consider-
able evidence for its employment in later Scandinavia

~

. : 2
at least. Thus a Viking hero gripr deir i bug sngrum,

with which ON. snara "to hurl, twist or turn gquickly",
might be compsred. The same element forms part of the
compound used for a complete missile to which the

amentum was attached, as when : gkaut Sturla

snoerispjoti til hans.? The (?) ninth century Irish

Psalter MS., Vitellius FXI f.l, illustrates what must be
provaoly interpreted as amenta fixing plates of the
Kingston Down type, and as late as the battle of
Clontarf (1014) the Irish are recorded using such darts
equipped with "silken strings".* In ON. accounts this
device is commonly used in hunting, but the marner of
use can have differed little from that of the battle-

field, save that the pearer will have had greater

. Goldschmitt A. (19283) 11, pl.3.
. Falk H. (1914) p. 87.

. Brbyggjas. 62,

. See section IV, p, 466,
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leisure and been less hindered by other equipment.
The javelin with which Saxo's hero Ragnar combat_s the
dragon is earlier secured to his right hand, lashed
with an amentum which might well be identical with
this §gé£i.l

Certainly pr:ctice in the hunt will have brought
the use of missiles in general to the considered art
with which, for instance, Wulfstan was able to defend
the causeway at Maldon.2 Not only accuracy but
speed anc force were required of the spear-man if he
were to pierce a vulnerable point in the armoured
byrnie which was becoming increasingly common during
the later part of the period. The particular skill

with which ;: eac dam mee gnes crz ft / garbeames feng,

is particularly remarked upon when Byrhtnod:

Frod was se fyrdrinc, he let his francan wadan

durh a2 s hysses hals, hand wisode

02 t he on dam fa& rsceadan feorh geras hte.

Da he oderne ofstlice sceat,

02 t seo byrne tobe rst;

(Maldon 140-4)

Here the use of the verb wissian (to guide, direct)
is probably to be regarded as a significant choice.
When Bjostolv slays King Eric's man Aslak with exactly
the same stroke, he considers it to have been a
particularly skilfull feat to have reached such a

vulnerable point:

1. Gesta Danorum, 1X, 0.
20 Mal_d__O_I}, 74-80

3. Exodus, 245-6,
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ok laust undir kverkina, sva at yddéi ut hnakkan,
okdo.tisk Djostolfr eigi hafa skotit betra skot,
dviat ekki var bert a honum nemadat eitt,
(Inga KONUNESS. *.)
The Gifts of Men rnotec that gum ryhtscytte (51) amorg

its list of outstanding talents,

The description of the missile which wounds Byrhtnod
when

Sende da se sarinc suderne gar,

0at gewundod weard wigena hlaford.
is normally regarded to allude merely to the superiority
of weapons made ir the south,l but the light gar, of
which a large number are likely to have been thrown and
lost during the course of conflict, is hardly to be
likened to the larger more valuable pattern-welded blades

of hanc-spears. The epithet guderne is used on more than

» . (L 2 - [
one occasicn to mean "cunning" or "skilfull",” and it may

1. Procopius describes a Goth's piercing of 2 Roman
looter through both thighs as a particularly lucky aim;
De Bello Gothico, VI 23, 20-38).

2. The normal view that guderne is generic, referring to
the high quality of weapons made in the south of
Europe, is held by, for instance, Gordon EV (1937) The
Battle of Maldon, p. 52, note 134, obut the older
opinion that it may have been directional in this case,
(ie. that the spear was thrown from the south) heas
recently been reiterated by Bessinger JB. (1963) Mzlcon
and the Olafsdrapa; gtudies in OE. Literature in honour
of AG. Brodeur, p. 29, rejecting the generic solution
on grounds of inherent urlikeliness. The suderne might
2lso mean something like "vigorous, strong, skilfull™®
or even "wicked" in certain contexts, is shown by such
inclusions as: Vitelliug Psalter, 90.6; Riddles 62, 9;
or Leechdoms II, 224, In ON. the word is used in one
instance, where "luxurious" seems the best interpreta-
tion (Guprunsrkvida, 15). Certainly = rendering like
"skilfull"™ or "cunning" or even "powerful" would avoid
an interpretational problem at this point in Maldon,
(Cf. NE. southpaw).
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well be that what is described here is a —articular
manner of throwing the dart, rather than the guality of
the weapon itself, although the matter is never likely to
be conclusively resolved.

Pzrticuler attention has been paid by past commen-
tators to Agathias' description of how the sixth century
Franks used their ayywv during the sixth century invasion
of Italy under Theuceberht, The particular pascage is
inserted in the account of the battle of Casilinum (554 AD)
where the Franks, together with their Allamannic allies

were cefeated by N:rses:
"The angones are spears that are neither too short nor toco
long, but are suitable for throwing, should it be
necessary, and for reaching the nearest ranks of the enemy
to strike a clow. The greater part of the angon is
covered all round with iron almost down to the ferrule, so
that hardly any of the shaft shows through. At the tip of
the blade some barbs like slightly bent spindle-h-oks,
extend on both sides of the actual spear-head, and incline
downwards. .

A Frank throws this angon into the melee at random.
If it strikes anyone anywhere the point usually penetrates,
and it is not easy either rfor the man who has been hit, or
for aryon-s else, to draw it out, Decause the barbs which
have pierced the flesh prevent this, &anc¢ make the wound
more painful, so thst even if the enemy has not received a
fatal wound, he still dies as a result, If it sticks in
the shield on the other hend, it dangles from it, anc is
carried around dragging along the ground. The man who has
been struck cannot pull it out because of the barbs and
carnot cut it with his sword because of the iron rcunc the
shaft, Whenever a Frank sees this, he leaps, and treacing
on the ferrule end puts his weight on the shield and pulls
it down. Thus the hand of the enemy is relaxed, anc his
head ané breast are bared. Then the Frank, taking him
unprotected, kills him easily either striking his forehead
with the axe, or piercing his throat with another spear!,

(Historiae. 1I. 5.)

1, This text is not easily available, anc there is no
translation available, but the relevant extract is

printed by Wylie M, (1853). o. 49. note.
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This is very probably the same practice to which Sidonius
alludes when describing the Frankish cucstom:
Ludus et intortus pra cedere saltibus hastas

Inque hostem venisse,
(Pan.Maiorianus, «46),

Two scenes from the Vencel helmet plates depict barbecd
darts effectively transfixing an opponent's shield in
just this way (fig. 109(4).l

The rearer the object of the missile's flight, the
greater the force and accuracy with which it might have
been discharged, but no coubt the flight will have been
ceadly enough over a consicerable distance.; Freguently
we are told of the violence of the missile's impact being
such that, es in the incident before the bat:ile of
Brentford (1016 AD.) when Edmund brandishing a dart with
all his strength launched it against Eadric, only:

tunc, cuantis pderat viribus hastile ferreum

intorquens in Edricum misit; secd ab illo praevisum

et vitatum, in militem prope starntem peccavit, adeo

ut alterum guoque affigeret.
(Wwilliam of Mslmesbury: Gesta Regum Anglorum II.130)

It is clearly acvantageous to the gcytta to be able
to discharge his mis:iles from s height, and the
particularly destructive effect that this could cause
even & relatively well disciplinecd enemy force, is

admirably illustrated by the Saxon stand at Hastings when:

1. And crf., another from grave 12 (Stolpe H. anc Arne TJ,.
(1912) pl. xxxvi (4=5).

2. de Reyffe assumes that the Ci sarian pilum could De
effective in the hands of a practisec man up to a

Cistance of thirty yards; (1864) p. 337 ££f.)
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Nam occupato tumullo, Normannos, calore suc.essus

acriter ad superiora nitentes, in vallem dejiciunt,

levique negotio in supjectos tela torquentes,

lapides rotantes, omnes ac unum funaunt 1
(William of Malmesbury, III,

42) .

a scene graphically illustrsted by the Bayeux Tapestry.

In NS. Harley 2826 fols. év-7, men are illustrated hapnily

throwing darts from the upper collonades of an
erchitectural Canon Tables surround, and naturally the

hand missile is the weapon par excellence for wall defence,

for instance, the castle of Dinan being cdefended by a
group of spear-men only.3 Much earlier Paulus Diacornus
had descripbed the death of Olo almost as a natural sequitur
when:
cum importune ac Bilitionis castrum accessiscet,

iaculo sub mamilla sauciatus cecidit et mortuus est.
(Historis Langobardum III 31).

while as late as the middle of the twelfth century even the
vaunted Anglo-Norman cavalry were put to flight from the
walls of the city of Dublin by a determined shower of
darts from the citizens.4

such a position of vantage w.s equally useful with the

falling trajectory of gio scytehealde onbegnes5 in over-

coming the very adequate cover provicded by the round, oval

or later kite-shaped shield of Anglo-Saxon times. It is

L, Cf. also for instance the incicent when Vagn misses in
his aim st Sigvaldi with much the same result;
Jomsvikingss. cap. -2,

Stenton F. 411957) pl. 67,

Ibid. pl. 25-6

Chronicle of the Isle of Man, suo arno, 1l44 AD,
Cleo. II. 461.8.

V1 Hwoo
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clearly the upper part o. the trunk thzt is most vulneraole
to the scytta, so thac Gunn advises hic son:
Ergo humeros hostis et orachia framea primum

impetat, ut manuum debilitetur opus,
(saxo, Gesta Danorum, VII 5).

Certainly when the death of men by javelins is cescribed
in 0ld English literature, it is invariably as men
"pierceé aoove their shields", as in the slaughter at
3runnanourh, where:
P r la g secg monig

garum ageted, guma norderna

ofer scylid scoten, swylce Scyttisc eac

werig, wiges s& d.

(Brunn. 17-20) .

and oodies littered in the margins of the Bayeux Tapestry,
commonly have shafts orojecting from the upper rather
than the lower part of the oody.

Anglo~-Saxon England was Just &s aware as C-lts or

0.

Vikings of how voison coulc enhance the deadly nature
of their weapons, and as on the continent,l missiles
especially seem to have been trezted to this effect,
either in the point only, as those ironically offered
at Maldon, as suostitute for Danegeld:

Hi willad ~ow to gafole garas syllan,

& ttrynre oré, anc ealde swurd,

da heregeatu de eow & t hilcde ne deah.
(Maldon 46-8) .2

O. The blades of the Danes in Ireland are saic to have
been "dipped in the blood of dragons ana toads".
Codadh Ga dhil re Gaillaioh, 91); oth r Irish evicence
is cited by Christiansen RT. (1931) n.86. Ana cf.
Gregory of Tours, IV 46, VIII £9.

1. The Salic Lay invokes special compens:tion for injury
oy sagittae toxicatae under Titulo de Vulnerious (<)

Riddle, 17, 9.

2.
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clearly the upper part o. the trunk thst is most vulneranple
to the gcytta, so tha. Gunn acdvises his son:
Ergo humeros hostis et orachia framea primum

impetat, ut manuum debilitetur opus.,
(saxo, Gesta Danorum, VII 5).

Certainly vhen the death of men by jesvelins is described
in Cld Englich literature, it is invariably as men
"pierced¢ a.ove their shields", as in the slaughter at
3runnanourh, where;
Paer lae g secg monig

garum ageted, guma norderna

ofer scylid scoten, swylce Scyttisc eac

werig, wiges s& c.

(Brunn. 17-20) .

and oodies littered in the margins of the Bayeux Tapestry,
commonly have shafts proJjecting from the upper rather
than the lower part of the oody.

Anglo=-Saxon Englanéd was just zs aware as C-lts or

0.

Vikings of how voison coulc enhance the deadly nature
of their weapons, and as on the continent,l missiles
especially seem to have been treestec to this effect,
either in the voint only, as those ironically offered
at Maldon, &as suostitute for Dasnegeld:

Hi willad =ow to gafole garas syllan,

& ttryrre oré, an« ealde swurd,

b a heregeatu 0e eow @ t hilce ne deah.
(Maldon 46-8) .2

O. The blades of the Danes in Ireland are saic to have
been "dipped in the blood of dragons ana toads".
Codadh Ga dhil re Gaillaioh, 91); oth r Irish evidence
is cited by Christiansen ”RT. (1921) ».36. Ana cf.
Gregory of Tours, IV 46, VIII 29,

l. The salic Lay invokes special compens:tion for injury
Oy sagittae toxicatae under Titulo Je Yulnerious (:),

Ridﬂle. 17. 9.

2,
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or point and shaft as well as when:

L:etad zares ord
earh & ttre gema 1, 1in gecufan
in f& gcs ferd.
(Andreas 1330-2)

The fact is clearly impliec ir Cynewulf's besutiful

kerning form of: hilden® dran, varalleling darode sc, in

Elene 140-1. Ecglaf's Hrunting too is probably poisoned.l

The gscotspere then, formed¢ a not incorsicderable

element of warfare in Anglo-Sexon England, as in battles
throughout Dark Age Europe, pdeing varticulsrly suited to
the kind of light harrassing warfare favoured by, for

instance, Celtic tribes, notec at all times as effective

~

dart-throwers.” Thus Saxo speaks 0of the Irish gens levi

et parapili throwing their light darts backwards in

feigned flight to the increasing discomfort of the enemy;-
while the Finns and P-rms:

siquidem gravissimam Romanorum armaturam gquam
levia parnosae gentis spicula toleraonilius ferre
potuit,

(Gesta Danorum, IX, 25,.)

So valuable indeecd was the prowess of one particular

scytta named Alf elatus e vico Upsala, that idem et

iaculari promtus et in acie praeire solitus er'at.4

1, Beowulf 1459; or this may of course be merely an
allusion to the enhanced effect of pattern-weldirg
on the blade.

2. Eg. Caesar : De Bello Gellico, V, 34 ff; Magnus
berfoetts., 25,

3. Gesta Danorum, IX, 5.

4, Ibidem, VIII, 1l.
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Stician. However destructive such flights of light
missiles might potentially have been, it was the heavier-~-
bladed hand-spear, together with the sword and axe of the
better armed, that bore the greater part of the infighting
once the opening exchanges were over. The hand-spear will
naturally have developed on rather different lines from that

of the dart. Stu#dy wacne ssct like the shaft of Hrodgar's

coast-warden, who drymmum cwehte / megen wudu mundum,2 it was

required to be supple and stout, with a larger strong-backed
blade, capable edges, and made with a firm junction not likely
to snap or bend with the impact of defensive armour or opposing
weapons, The almost excessive length of many prehistoric

and Roman Iron Age spears of which traces remain, has already

3

been noticed,” and the descriptionsof Tacitus illustrate its

characteristic use in the hands of Germanic tribesmen contrast-
ed with more restrained legionary tactics:

Cheruscis sueta apud paludes proelia, procera membra
hastae ingentes ad vulnera facienda quam vis procul....
«.s.eNec enim immensa barbarorum scuta, enormis hastas inter
truncos arborum et enata humo virgulta perinde haberi
quam pila et gladios et haerentia corpori tegmina....... _
.ssssNec minor Germanis animus, sed genere pugnare et armorum
superabantur, cum ingens multitudo artis locis praelong-
as hastas non protenderet, non colligeret neque adsul-
tibus et velocitate corporum uteretur, coacta stabile
ad proelium; contra miles, cui scutum pectori adpressum
et insidens capulo manus, nuda ora fogderat viamque
strage hostium aperiet,
(Annals, I 64, II 14, 21).

1, Maldon, 43.
5. See section II, pp. T1-2.
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While illustrating how admirably suited this form was to

the sort of open free fight orerferred oy all Germaric

peoples at this time, it ulso foreshadows the nscescity

of their later adopting the more formative battle

manosuvres they met here, ard vhich were to be later

exemplified in the 014 Englicsh scilcweall,

The conmon heregeat from the earliest days of Anglo-

Saxon settilement, as illustrated oy the grave goods, is

that of spear togetiner with shield,o' as a natural

tactical compolement - fthe scutum et lanceam of the

Cerolingian capitularies,

1 English Lews, like those of

Cnut, regularly demand the provision of an equal propor-

tion of shields with spears, whatever else may oe

requirec¢ in addition; whether of the heriot of an eorl:

eahta hors, feower gesa_Celocde onc feower
ubgesacelode, ond feower helmas ona feower
byrren onG ehta spera ond sva feala scylda, >
ond fzower swurd ond twa hund mancus goldes,

or of one of the lesser cyinges Odegnas, reguired to

provide only half as many,3 or in the even smaller

s

D.

wnn o

We actually firc fewer shields 1in graves of the pagan
period than we might expect Irom the he:iot require-
ments, which clearly have a very arcient origin,
Prooably the very poorest of peasant settlers would
not have opeen able to afford this relatively expersive
piece of eguipment; and even if they could, it would
often have oeen well worth their successor's keeping.
In any case, only the gpear hac a realiy functional
symoolical role to pla. in ourial.(See secticn VII.p.682.)
Capitularia Regum Francorum. col.449; ana cr., Leges
Leangobardicae, 42,

II Cnut, 7la,

Ibid. 71.1.




Fig.1l11. Details from Manuscript Drawings.

2) BM. Additional MS. 18043, fol. 64v.
3) BM. Cotton Cleopatra C VIII.
4; BM. MS. Harley 603, fol.Tv.

5

51; Leyden Univ. Cod. Perizoni 17, fol.9.

Echternach Codex Aureus, fol. 109.
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numbers recorded in wills of the tenth and eleventh

century.l The _Lex Ribuaria accords a value of only

two solidi to both shield and spear together,2 €0
that they must have been available to most of the men,
even the Great Fyrd. It is interesting to note that
whether in late Latin or one of tne Germanic dialects,
the descriptive phrase invariably takes the form of

a douolet; gsheld ond spere, targan ond francan or

scutum et lanceam, rather than for instance hors ond
spere indicating probably a natural compatability
between the two, Thic is carriec out further in the
0ld English verse formula where:

2 t garor® ce, guman gecoste,

berad bord ond ord; dis Did bpeorna gewham,

(Elene 1185-0). .3

The comparable alliterative gheld ond spere survives

" well into Middle English usage.4

It is this complement of shield and hand-gspear
upon which the common warrior of the Dark Ages must
have consistently relied, in both attack and defence.
The normal movement of attack, as illustrated in a

tenth century Latin Psalter (fig.III(E)S, or as against

1. Those for instance of #Adelwold, AMAoeric, Elfgar
and Leofgifu; (Dip.Angl.500, 1; 505, 235 516 35; 573, 7.
2, §Si gquis weregeld;m solvere debet scutum et lanceam
pDro duabus solidis tribuat.(XXXVI, 11).
Cf. Elene 234-6; Andreas, 1205.
Eg. Harlpy Lyrlc MS, BM. 22953, fol. 31; Layamon's
Brut, 20107-28539; The Owl and the nghtlngale 1021,

» BM. Agdit, us. 18043, fol. 64v, cf. Cott. Tiberius
CII, fol.9, or a contemporary Fulda )5, reproduced

\n E YUY

DY AnT Acrmidtt a.(1092) w1 109
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cavalry in the Bayeux Tapestry (fig.l1l4), involved a

simple single-handed action. The shaft of the spear
was taken st an appropriate point or bslance in an over-

hand §ceaftmundel (ie. & grip with the knuckles upwards

and the thumb pointing to the rear), then raisec¢ suffic-
iently above the protective rim of the shield to pbe thrust
downwards at a vulnerable point, usually in the upper vart
of the enemy's trunk.

Used thus in a concerted action oy a number of warriors,

to form the 0ld English bordweall,2 this must have remained

a formidable tactic in war at all times throughout the
veriod, It is illustrated in use in an early tenth

century Fulda manuscript (fig.ll1(1l), or in the Bayeux

-

Tapestry (fig.ll0) amongst other places.® This formal
manoeuvre neec by no means have invariably formed the

obsolete static defence that it is so often considered,
While zdmirable in terms of cefence, forming an inpene-

trable body, =s at Hestings when:
pedites omnes cum bipennibus, conserta_ ante se
scutorum testudine, inpenetrabilem cunéh faciunt ;
quoé profecto 1llis ea die saluti feisset, nisi
Normanni simulata fuga more suo confertos
manipulos laxassent.,
(william of Malmesbury: Gesta Regum Anglorum, III, 241.)

1, The word appears typically in legal phrases @efining

the extent of the king's grid (eg. Laws of Adelstan IV 5
(Thorpe) =nd seems to have indicated a length of some-
thing like six inches. Ray J. (1674) A _collection of
English Words, p.40, explains shafman, shafmet, shafment,
as being the closed fist with the thumo set up.

As for instance at Brunnanburh, 5, or Maldon, 277.

For instance on tenth century Northumbrian scupture
reliefs (Collingwood WG, (1927) Northumbrian Crosses,

pp. 171-3, figs. 210-11), And cf. the Harley Psalter,

w e
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or according to Ingulf, repelling mounted Danes at Kesteven
(870 AD.);l it could equally provide a flexible means of
attack. At Sherston (1016 AD.) for instance, it was used as
a moving infantry formation by both English and Danish forces,
the former moving forward slowly so as not to break their
formation, the best troops being drawn tightly together at the
front, and the less good at the rear.2

A corporate military action of this kind might have been
considered, a priori, alien to the Germanic battle ethos as
described by Tacitus.3 There is no external bationalisation
of the mode, as there is for Woden's legendary gift of the
wedge formation,4 but its very nature, together with the names
applied to it by later Latin chroniclers, suggests an early
development out of the late Roman testudo. It is normally
considered that the classical form of the testudo - a locked
and inflexible concrete formation of heavily armoured spearmen-
was abandoned after being cut to pieces by Gothic horsemen at
Adrianople (378 AD.). But in fact, this tactic was
modified rather than abandoned entirely in face of new
conditions, and within a short time the re-organised imp-

erial infantry were able to easily repel these same Gothic

. The Chronicles of Croyland Abbey, sub anno 870AD. See
below, p. 635,

Plorentius Wigorniensis, Chronicon ex Chronicis, I 174-5.
See this section, p. 597.

Saxo Grammaticus, Gesta Danorum, VII 248, VIII 263%; and cf.
Chadwick HM. (1899) p.21.

W N =
L] . [
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cavalry, as at Taginae (552 AD) when this formation was
the critical incident of Narses' defeat of Baduila's
army, whose:

Horsemen charged upon them with great hubub and
shouting, s.ecee..e . out the Romans drew up
together in a small space, anc makin. a barrier
with their shields (testudo) held their ground.
Then the Goths came on, charging in haste, and
thus getting themselves in disorder, while the
fifty pushing with their shields, and thrusting
with their spears very rapidly, which were no-
where allowed to interfere with one another,
defended themselves most vigorously.

(De Bello Gothico, VIII xxix 11-18).

It seems highly probable that, rather than the shield-
wall beirg a late independent development on the part of
Germanic tribes some time during Migration times, that
this classical military formation of the Arglo~Saxons
was first adopted, like the agngon, by Germanic
auxiliaries from the later Roman army of the west,
Perhaps the Franks, upon whose early military prowess
the defence of the western Empire was almost entirely
dependent, garrissoning the later Roman Iimes, and
forming the body of field-armies, formed a sufficiently
disciplined channel by which this might have survived,
They were certainly aware of its use at least oy the
time of Casilinum, (554 AD). They considerecd themselves
the inheritors of so much of western provincial Latin
culture, and some reason must be founcd for the Frankish

history of unchecked military dominance from the fifth
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century until the imp:=rium of Charlemagne.l

While the classical testudo formed a locked bank
of shields and spears in ranks, aillowing little freedom
for individual movement, the Anglo-Saxon shield-wall is
provably to be regarded much more as an ad hoc communal
defence, ovroviding the maximum of cover while allowing
considerable freedom for the indivicual spewr-man to
scribe a large cdestructive arc to the front, without
feeling impeded by his contrioution to the oversz’l
position. Occasionally the oress in the front line is
said to have been so great that there was no room for
the slain to fall, so that they stood upright in their
ranks as if living,2 ané the poetic words applied to
the formation, like borddeaca or wighaga imply that
the shields commonly overlapped mutually, as when;:

segls Nzglfara siglur

saums andvansr standar ,
(Ragnarsérapa, 5).

or: Lauc hann mic scioldom i Scatalundi,
raudom oc hvitom, randir snurto;
(Helreid Bryphildar, 9).

Ideally, however, this would not have been a case of
obligation. Thus advice is given from a Scandinavian

father to his warrior son:

1. At least from the date of Solssons (486 4AD), all
other teutonic tribes in western Europe seem to have
been reduced to a tributory condition. It is
proposed to elaborate this in a further study.

2, Fredegar, Chronicon, IV, 38.
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Ef du ert stedcr iorrosto alarncde oc skel afoeti
bariazc oc ert du staddér iba&lii swinfylkdrer
fylkingar ®a wardar dat myclu ot wal warde gett
ianndwar dri wapna saman quamo at aigi taki lidazt
eda rof asgerazt burndinni skialldborgh oc darftu
dat at warazc at du binrnder alldrigi dina hina
framri skialldas rornd under skildi annars.

(Konungs skuggsid, p.152).
Certainly the 0ld English shielc-wall was loose enough
at times for darts to be thrown as at Hastings (fig.110)
or where:

dare lacendra deadra gefeallan
under bordhagan, (E_ene, 251-2).

Its use clearly impressed the Norman chroniclers of
Hastings, and as late as the battle of Acre (1190 AD) it
was still considered important enougzh to be acoptec by
the feucdal armies of the thirc Crusade, where a Syrian

observer likens it to "a living city (guasi murus) walking"l

which might be compared with the OE, use of the poetic

scyldburgh.2

The use of the hand-spear in cornjunction with a
shield defence, was essentially a single-handed movement,
limitec¢ to & forwarc thrust with the point only being
utilised, which was easily enough deflected by a deter-
mined shove of the shield, the blade of a sword, or shaft

of an oprosing svesr, Firmer, more flexible znd therefore

1. Beha ed-Bin, Anecdotes et beaux traits de la vie de
Sultan Youssof; p. 199, ancd cf. Anna Comnena, The
Alexiad, p. 40l; sné cf. Ritter H. (1929) La Perure
des Cavaliers' und die Litteratur Hoer die ritter-
lichen Kiinste; Der Islam, XVIII, pp. 146-7,

2. Msldon, 20, =242.
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more effective movements could be managec by the use

of both hands. The balance of the shaft would still

be of the utmost importance to the asccurate employment

of the "working enc'", although now, of course, the weapon
will not have been held at the midcdle. Most extant
mecieval pole-arms - most of them from about the fif-
teenth century, seem to have hac relatively stout

shafts with a heavy head balanced by the back, or ferrule
end of the shaft, and balancec therefore to be held at
the upper end, close to the blade. Thus held low &t

oody level, as illustratecd in the Cleopatra Prudentius

of about 1050 AD. (fig. 111(3)* the shaft is grasped in
a double underhand grip (ie. with the kruckles downwards
ané¢ the thumbs pointing forwards), the back hand acting
as & fulcrum, and the forward fist directing the point

of the blade in a series of clossz sharp stabbing thrusts,

to the same effect as the Roman gladius or Germanic

1. This relatively high holc is basic, according to
Renascance partizan manuals, like those of Silver or
de Grassi (see above, p. 580)
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g;amea.l

Or at a greater distance, and more or less
unweildy, depencing upon the balance of the shaft, the
weapon could be held in the same way further down its
length in order to holcd off the opponent at s safer
distance from sword or axe plows. This mode is commonly
fourd illustrated in manuscript drawings of the period,
but is perhaps best representec in the early eleventh
Echternach =
century/Codex Aureus (fig, 111(5). Alternatively, as
when ;
ein hverr buandi ,.... harn reicdi upp kesjuna
tveim hondum, lagdi i gongrum herdarnar ok kom

fram 1 orjostit, ok fell Kristreodr dar,
(Magnus blindass. 3).

1. Tacitus describes the framea being usec prout ratic
poscit vel comminus vel eminuge (Germania, 6). This
does not necegsarily mean thet the framea was used
as a missile; he goes on to specify that each warrior
carriec several Javeline in accition. The word eminus
is used merely relative to comminus "close quarters",
which would pr00aoly imply the range of the short
legionary gladius. The typical 2 metre shaft of the
Roman Iron Age, which seems to have scurvived at least
until the time of the migrations (see section IV. p.446)
could thus have been used with either high-hold, or
low-hold grips, giving a wide range of use, The large
number of blades in pristine condition from the Dznish
oog finds, show that sharp cu:ting edges were never
apparently requirec for this method of use. All have
obtusely ground edges which could never have oeen used
laterally to effect. The emphasis seems to have peen
placed entirely on a charp point backec by a firm
mid-rib, vhich implies the tactical dominance of
forward thrust movements,

2, fol. 109, ané cr. Harley MS. 603, fols. 99 anc 148;
Titus D. xvi, fol. Sv,.
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perhaps to overcome some gspecial body defer.ce, the sheft
might be grasped in the same way, althouzh this time
"overhand”, and thrust at a higher level, as depictec for
instance in the illustration to Psalm XIV of Harley NS,

603, (fig. 111(4).1

This sort of double-hancec¢ use of the spear, which
probably became increasingly common vwith the larger cize
and weight of the blade during .he course of the period;
by no means meant that the defence of the shield had
necessarily to be relinguished., We read from early times
of unusec¢ weapons being helc slung within the shi-ld, and
presumably therefore grasped in a partially free shield -
hand,2 and at least by the time of the (probably late
tenth century) Sockburn sculptured parnel, it is clearly
possiole to have the shield slung well up on the shoulder
so that it remaine ir something of a protective position
while allowing both hands quite free to grasp the shaft.3

The Bayeux Tapestry admirably illustrategs the inner

face of kite-shapec shields ecquippe¢ with straps tc allow
thie form of dressing, with two hands free to holc either

reins or weapons.4

1. Harley MS. 603, fol., 7v; and cf. fol. 130,

2, See this section, p.583.

3. Knowles WH. (1907) Stockburn Church; Tr, Durham aund ND.
AAS., V, p. 115, text fig. (Cross shaft 5). Very similar
in stance anc¢ hold are some of the men holding round
shields in the Oseberg Tapestry (Hougen B. (1940)
Osebergfunnets Billedev; Viking IV, fig. 7a, ».104,

4., Stepnton F. (1957), nl. 2, 22 etc..
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A flexible two-handecd grasp gave consic-raoly greater
manoeuvrability to the spear-man, ellowing him to use not
only the point of the weapon in forward thrusting move-
ments, out bringing the ecge of the blade into greater
vlay with the lateral slashes and cuts of Felk's

hoggspjot,l and thus ensuring his grester compatapility

with opposing axe or swordsman. In course of time the
cevelopment of more capable elaborate forms of pole-arms
allows ror the complex tactics described oy the Renadence
partizan manuals, but the origins of these must clearly oe
read into the potential of the later Anglo-Saxon spearman,
who seems to have Dbeen much lecs restrictec in his tactics
than at the time of the settlements or earlier,

Quite often, late blades that are in relatively good
conditio:, like that from Brackley, are hacked and cut
aoout the lower edges anc Jjunction. The hand-spear is
particularly vulnerable to disablement by having the upper
part of the woocden shaft loppec through by a lateral stroke
of opposirg axe or sword. Sixth century Gothic horsemen
found thst whenever they:

"came at the Romans with their spears, the Romans

immeciately broke off the heads of the spears with

a blow of their swords ..... and indeec the cword

of one Paulus was ovent double with the freqguent

cutting of the wooden shafts",
(Procopius, De Bello Gothico, VIII,

. xxix 29) ¢
1. Falk H, (1914) p. 78.
. Cavalry lances seem perticularly vulneraole. Languets,
which were experimentally discardec by British lancers
in 1863, were reintroducec in .3Y9 after cimilar reports

of disabling tactics BY Indian swordsmen,
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Similarly much later, Porgeir succeeds in a deliberate
sttempt to lop off the head of Snorrit's spear with his
axe.l A simple precaution against this is the provision
of protective iron languets or ch-ek-pieces along the
upver part of the shaft below the socket, as in the earlier
Roman pilum zné later Frankish ggggg.z They are
concomitant with the development of the luggec parrying
speer on the continent.3 They are occesionally found

in England from the sixth century onwards,4

zlthough
here their relative infrequence might be accounted for
by rapid corrosion of the thin plates and wirirg that is
invelved. With their introduction, however, the gspear

becomes an increasingly heavier weapon, like the

prynovarar of Dorolf; of which we are told:

Jarnteinn var i falnum ok skaptit allt jarnvafit,
(Egilss. Skallagrismscsonar, 53).

and therefore increasingly capable of receiving the lateral
blows of opposing sword or axe, as for instance when the
peasant Skum:

hoggr til Porgeirs tveim hondum; Porgeirr laust vid

spiotskapti sinum vid hogginu ok bar af ser,
(Fostbroedrasaga, 3.)

Fostbroedras., L2,

See above, pp. 592.

See section III, pp.303, fig. 98.
See section IV, p. 381.

TN VY
* ® L J [ 3
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Finally, the simple blade of Anglo-Saxon times
becomes in essence the complete mecieval pole-arm, with
the adcition of side lugs on the socket. Commonly
regarded as "mail-thwarts" or the charscteristic elements
of a "boar-spear", and as late as 1909 cunsiderec oy Smith

1 these seem much more

to have beern for parade use only,
likely to have been designed for some tacticel effect. In
fact, an erficient boar-gpear, with the intention of
keeping the enragec beast, pilerced, at a safe distance from
the hunter, vwoulc De better cesigned with the stops well

up oehind the blade, instead of down on the lower socket,
rear the grip; and at no time curing the long course of
development of this form from the fourth century onwards,2
is the position of these lugs either sufficiently high, or
is their width eznc brescdth surficient to avoid them
penetrating the wounc¢ already made oy the blade. At all
times the requirement for an efiicient boar-gpear seems to
have peen one of st.rdy stock surporting a simple square
spike, without lugs or stops of any kind, whether in the
later tenth century boar-hunting scene of the Tioerius

Calender, or that of the fourteenth century Taymouth Horae,3

1. Smith RA, (1909) VCH. Loncon, I, p. L51.

2, S-e section III, pp. 301-7.

3. BM, MS. Cotton Tiberiug 3V, fol.7; reproduced by Kendrick
TD. (1949) pl. xxiv(3); an. MS, Yates-Thompson XIII:
reproduced by Thompson HY, (19C2) A Lecture on csome
English illuminatec Meznuscrips, pl. xxiii.
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or those described in much more recent times.l

Florence, remarking on the ategar carried oy the
retinue of Godwine in 1040,2 presumably among the Dest
equicment :cvailable by the end of the Anglo-Szxon period,
wag prooably aware of its wide range of use not only as
a weapon ol attack, out also as a means oI cefence, as
when Gunnsr, receivirg the vlows o1 his enemies! sword
ané axe, -t the dase of hisc atgeir blace is able to twist
them out of his opJionents! hands, when:

Gunnar lystr vid atgeirinum ok hom undir kverk

oxinni,
and a little later:

laust vid atgeirinum eva hart at sverdit hraut

or nendi 3erki,

(Njalls. 54, 63).

Presumaoly the true function of socket-lugs, is to cdeflect
or halt opnosing olowg, much as a svordsman's graze is
teaken on the gquillions. Introducec¢ into England from the
eizhth century, the form is ceveloped contemporaneocusly
vith lengthy cutting ecgec, more stoutly-macde cockets anc
reinforcec Junction pieces. Thus the hanc-spear oeceame

a considerably more sophisticatec weapcn during the later

part of the period, capaole oI celivering ooth thrusting

1. For instance, modern Lappish bear-srez : Erixon S.
(1955) Djurflr.st och jakt unaer nyare tla Nordisk
Kultur XI, p. 112, fig. 2b; anc cf. Baden- Powell R.
(1889) Pigst;ggggg or Hoghuntin&, cap. 12 et pas:im.
2., §ee section V, p, 522.




Fig.112. Merovingian Pole-arms.

1) Macornay (Jura).
2) Charnay (Saone-et-Loireg.
3) Bassecourt (Switzerland

after Barriére-Flavy.
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and slashing olows in all cirections, ac & weapon oif
attack and defence. And as Holmes has convincirgly
suggested,l the luggec spear of later Angl._-3axon timesg
might well represent the rformel, as well as Lh- tacticeal
forerunner of ti.e more complex pole-crms of later mecieval

times.,
At the time of Hastings, accorcding to Wwace;

Li vilaings des viles aplouent
Tels armes portent com il trouvent;
Machus portent e granz pels
Forches ferrdes e tirels .......
. .Geldons Engleiz haches portoent,
¥ gisarmes ki bien trernchoent,
(Roman de Rou, 1239-42, 12927~ o)

and wheth-r or not such anparentl: ad hoc weapons are to
be corsidered to have had anything like their later mecieval
denotations, it 1s clear that st least oy the end or the
Anzlo-Saxon period in Englancd, the simnle hand-svear wsas
occasionally augmented oy other gimple formgs of shaftec
blace at neec as here in the great fyrd., Such "irregular"
pole-arms howeve., might well have besn employed much
more frequently, -n: much earlier than normally suspected.
In Merovingian Europe verious kinds of curved bill-
hooks seem to have been pressed into service as weapons.,
Like that from Macornay (Jura) (fig.l12(1) - long-.laded
hooks with a curved tip and one or more vlate hooks in

the middle of a blunt back - they are very like the

1. Holmes MR, (1935) S-me shaftec weazpons of the Miccle
Ages; Arch.J. XCI, pp. «2=--1,
2. Cf. Gesta Guilielmi Ducis Normannorum, 462.
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agricultural implement common from Lz Tepe times.l No
doubt originally used in emergency, perhaps it later
became the idiosyncratic weapon of a small number of
warriors, who thereafter usec it regularly as a long-
shaftec two-hszndea pole-arm. They are rouncd most
commonly, as at Castel Trosiro, in European warrior
graves oif the sixth .nu seventh century,g but at least
one example has occured in such & context in England,
togeth r with a spear from & werrior'!s grave at

Faversham II.° The exact meaning of the word bil is

ancertain in OE, It is found to gloss simply falcastrum

in the lste Elfric Glosses,4 out 1is not found outside

poetic contexts where it might be interpretec as some

kind of weapon. At one place it 1is clearly conceived as

5

being double-edged,” and in another it 1s used to

parallel eald sweord eotenisc.6 By ME, times however, it

seems not to be used as an equivalent for sword, but to

have acquirec the derotation of the curved pole-arm, &s

1. Eg. from Presles St. Audebert, (St, Germain-en-Laye
Mus. unregs).
2. Grave 119, Mengarelli R. (1902) col. 295, rig. 187;
cf. others from; Royaumieux (Nancy Mus. unregs.),
Breny gr. 1123 (St. Germain Mus. unregs.) Angy (Oise),
Vend'huile, Conde-sur-Suippe, Caranda andé Courbes
(Aisne), Marchelpot (Somme), Nesle-Hodeng and Douvrend
(seine-Inferieure) and Muids (Eure): Barridre-Flavy
MC. (1901) Lesérts industriels des peuples barbares de la
_Gaule, I, pp. 99-00). |
. Brent J. (1375), PP, 379-81,
. 106.21, 141.23,

Beowulf, 2439,
Ibidem, 1557-8.

o\ AW
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. 1 . .
well as the agricultural implement, It 1s seen depicted
in use as a weapon at least twice in later Anglo-Saxon

manuscripts, like the Rouen Benedictional,2 and sM. MS,

Tiberius B8V, fol. 34, and becomes increasingly common in

military scenes towards the thirteenth century.

A less cdhmonly recognisable Merovingian form is
found in the type of shafted knife-blade, like that from
Charnay (Szone-et-Loire( fig. ll2(2),3 which measures
some 68 cms. in length. Bagically this is similar to a
heavy blunt-backed butcher's knife with a stout square
socket; and the blade engraved with a series of ornamental
crosslets ancé scalloped lines, This must have been
provided with a shaft of some length for use. Its only
parallel in this country is found in a stout piece from
Scar Water at Penport (Dumfries) which is ascribed by
museum authorities to the later Anglo-Saxon perioa, but
which is equalliy likely to belong to any time between
then anc the fifteenth century.

A smaller, but more interesting series is represented
oy the double-edged knife-like blade, fo.nc together with
the remains of its sheath in a warrior's grave at

Bassecourt (Switzerland) (fig. 112(3).* The socket part

1. Kurath and Kuhn, sup bil.

2, Rouen Biblioth. Publigue, MS. Y7; reproduced by
Hewitt J. (18705 o, 115.

3, Cf. Baudot H. (1860) pp. 26-7, pl. II(13).

4, Cf. an example from Resteigne (Belgium) (Nancy Mus.
unregs.)
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is now badly corroded, but was presumadly originaliy seam-
welded to receive & shaift. The sheath implies that the
weapon was probably girded at the waist, so that the csharft
was probably not very long, anc nerhaps not much longer
tha: to provide an easy two-handed-3rip like the Masai
sime, No example has yet bpeen recognisecd from an Anglo-
Saxon context, pbut the form might be used to elucidate
a particular OE, textual crux, thest is, the exact nature
of the weapon which Unferd lends to Beowulf berfore his
battle with Grenacelt's mother:

was Oam naftmece  Hrunting nama.

D was an foran ealdgestreona;

ecg was iren, atertanum rfah,

ahyréed headoswate; nafre nit s hilde ne swac

manna angum Ozra 0e hit mid mundum bewand,

(Beowulf, 1457-61).

Critics have DbDeen troubled by the fact that a sword is

said to have been graspec mid mundum, and have tried to

explain the form linguistically by cdubious analogiecs with
other plural cases.l But in fact, altnuagh Hrunting is
talked about =2 great deal in the poem, nowhere i;:actually
cescribed as a "sword".2 The word h@&ftmece has unfortun-
etely not survived elsewnere in OE,, but on literary

grounds must inevitably be comparec with the same weapon

in the parallel incident of the ON, Grettis saga,3 where

1. Dobbie EVK. (1953) ASPR. 1V, p. 195-5,

2. Hilde~bille, hringema&l, beado-leoma, deorum madme,
wapne, mece. The word gweord (Zeowulf, 13503) must apply
to the weapon exchangec with Unferd for Hrunting earlier

(1488) .
3. P. 239; cf. Chamb~ s BW. (1963) 3eowulf, an Introduction,
pp. 49-50, 463-9 etc.,
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it is described with a similarly unique word: hepti-sax,

This is said to be a form of i;g;ggl with which the
bearer couldé both stab and slash, holding it by & wooden
shaft. If the word ha&ftmece is to be considered meaning-
ful at all, then it could suitanly identify Jjust this kind
of weapon, While Evison correctly notes that there can oe
no cirect linguistic connection between the OE, anc O,

2 it is clear thast the consistent use of this word

forms,
in the two disparate versions of the same folk material,
indicates some conceptual identification in the minds of
both writzrs. Their separate etymologies would seem to
indicate weapons formally similar if not indistinguishable.,
The OF. element sax more probably ircicates sumething like
the blunt-osacked haftec krife blade from Charnay, while

the OE., mece suggzgests the form of the two-edgec piece from

Bassecourt. Presumandly hype-seax3 refers merely to one

aspect of th= ordinery small seax,
A smsll number of tridents are similarly founa in

4 oresumably acdoptec from the kinc of

Merovingian graves,
fishing implements shown in use in the late eighth century

5 .
Gelome Sacramentary. These neither, have oneen so far

1. See section V, p.554.

. Evigdn VI. (19Y63) Review; Medium Zvum, XXII, p. 133.

. ugio vel clunabulum : hypsex vel lytel sweorca
?@;gc, 21, 143.1).

. From Marchelpot, Andernach, or with two puints orly,
from Moxhe (Belgium) (Barrifre-rFlavy MC. loc.cit.).

. fol. 99v. margin, 3iol .Nat, Paris MS. Latin 12, 043;
reprocuced .y Grabar A, and Nordenfalk C. (1957) p. 1:0.

W + W
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recognised from pagan graves in England, wudt zre shown

carried, presumaoly as weapons, in the Harley Psalter,l -

wace's forches ferrédes, (Med. Lat. furcafera).

whether or not zany of these occasional varietie:z of
pole-arms w=re commonly used curing the aAnglo-3exon period,
it was the simple speser and shield that allowed the English
infantrymen to retain his tacticel importance after the
Congquest. It must by no means be assumec that the 014
Englisa spearman was in any sense displaced by the Angl:.-
Norman cnihtezs. It is prooable that curing the earlier Liddle
Ages, English infantry formed some of the most experienced
troovs in Burope, =znc Powicke among others, plausioly
suggests that Wiliiam's Meine victories ol 1073, won Dy

2 was partly the result

"mixec legioneg of foot ancd hcrse”,
of continding elements of the 0ld English fyrg.

Inceed, of the five major battles of the Anglo-Norman
period, the cdecisive element se=ms to have been not cavelry
manoeuvres, out infantry tactics of the traditional English
kind.S At Northallerton for instance in 1138 AD., the
oocdy of Anglo-Norman kniznts were ordered to dismount zand

use their lances as hand spears in the formation of a shield

wall;4 while st Lincoln three years lster King Henry himself

l. BM. MS. Harley 003, fols. 17v, 94, etc..

2. Ordericus Vitelis, Historia Ecclesiastica, II. 254,

3. Tincheobrai (1106 AD), Bremule (1119 AD), Bourg Theroulde
(1124 AD); Cf. Hollister GW. (1962), p. 131.

4, Ordericus Vit:clis, Historia Bcclesiastica IV 457-3;
Elred of Rievaulx, Relatio ¢e 3Standardo III 129 fI.;

Florence of vworcester, Luronicon ex vhronicis I1, 111-1:.
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dismounts with his knights to reinforce the troop of infan-
try who won the day.l While the shield-wall seasms not to
have been used in Continental warfare prior to its intro-
cduction from Englancd sfter the Norman Conquest,2 it was
thereefter :.doptea as 2 particularly useful tactical
movement by European armies in general, ooth to defend
their mountec troops, anc to provide a formidable means of
attack in itself, as at Jaffa. during the third Crusade.>
Clearly the simple spearman remains a significant =slement

4

in Medieval warfare well into the middle Ages.

Mounted Practice, There is no evidence that at any

time between the disappearance of the Roman alarii and the
introduction of the heavy cavalry of the High Middle Azes,
that there existecd any specialisec civision between the
foot soldiers and the mountec troops, whether of equipment
or essential tactics. Ecgfrith however, on at least one
occasion against the Picts, uses horsemen zlore, Ddecause,
]

as Eddius Stephanus puts it: tarda molimina nesciens.” But

the tenth century Old English eored-ggrid6 was likely to

have been little more than a mountec spear-man, making use

1. Henry of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum, o. 274,

2, Round JH. (1895), Feudal England, p. 415, rf,

3. See this section, 7.604.

4, Jean de Joinviile recourts the heroic incident in 1250,
when one of his spear-men running alone, disperses a
troop of Saracens; (Histoire de S. Louis, 3).

5. Life of Bishop wilfrid, 19.

6. Eguitatus : ferdwerod vel eoredé-gerid (H-rl.gl. 2:9.1);

and cf. coredmacgas (Riddle 22.3) .,


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































