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INTRODUCTION 

This study i s concerned w i t h r e l a t i o n s h i p s between C e l t i c 

Scotland and p r e - V i k i n g Northumbria. 

I n an e a r l i e r d i s s e r t a t i o n f o r the degree o f Master of A r t s , 

a survey mas made of m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 

Northumbria and the C e l t i c peoples of S t r a t h c l y d e and Scot l a n d , c.500-

850. The present t h e s i s , w h i l e devoting a t t e n t i o n t o a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

of the chronology o f the Anglo-Saxon Conquest i n Northumbria, i s 

p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and a r t i s t i c l i n k s . 

The r e v i s e d chronology of the A n g l i a n conquest of Northumbria i s 

to be r e l a t e d t o the r e v i s e d chronology o f Bede's H i s t o r i a E c c l e s i a s t i c a 

which has been i n s e r t e d i n the Appendices(Appendix I ) ( 1 ) . The B r i t i s h 

background i s i l l u m i n a t e d by the h i s t o r i c a l b a r d i c poems of T a l i e s i n 

and, w h i l e e x t r a c t s from these poems have been quoted i n the t e x t , the 

complete poems, t e x t and t r a n s l a t i o n , have been imserted i n the 

Appendices(Appendix I I ) , t o g e t h e r w i t h an i m p o r t a n t poem a t t r i b u t e d t o 

Llywarch Hen. 

The h i s t o r y o f the e a r l y 6hurch i n Scotland and Northumbria has 

been r e t o l d s e v e r a l times but o f t e n w i t h a considerable degree o f b i a s 

and the t r u e p i c t u r e o f t e n d i s t o r t e d t o serve a p r i v a t e t h e o r y or a 

personal p r e j u d i c e . An attempt has been made t o c o r r e c t c e r t a i n 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l e r r o r s , t o set developments and p e r s o n a l i t i e s - Columba, 

( l ) B o t h c h r o n o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s are t o be p u b l i s h e d i n the E n g l i s h 
H i s t o r i c a l Review. 
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P a u l i n u s , Aldan, W i l f r i d - i n t h e i r proper p e r s p e c t i v e , and t o u n r a v e l 

the t r a d i t i o n s which i l l u m i n a t e the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f St.Andrews - one 

of the l e a d i n g c u l t u r a l centres o f e a r l y S cotland. 

The Church i n North B r i t a i n i n the p r e - V i k i n g p e r i o d has 

bequeathed a legacy o f stone monuments and i l l u m i n a t e d manuscripts t o 

p o s t e r i t y through which an approximate idea o f c u l t u r a l boundaries and 

a r t i s t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s may be gained. There remains so much u n c e r t a i n t y 

among a r t h i s t o r i a n s w i t h r e g a r d t o the o r i g i n s and homes o f the 

manuscripts and the t y p o l o g y and chronology of the monuments t h a t 

a f i n a l assessment i s not y e t p o s s i b l e . Nevertheless, c e r t a i n 

f e a t u r e s of both manuscripts and monuments p e r m i t t e n t a t i v e hypotheses 

w i t h r e g a r d t o o r i g i n s , date and r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; i t would appear t h a t 

w h i l e manuscript i l l u m i n a t i o n suggests a common c u l t u r e I n N o r t h 

B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d , the evidence of monumental s c u l p t u r e i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t t h i s apparent common c u l t u r e I s o n l y a veneer which covers b u t 

does not hide the deep-rooted i n d i v i d u a l i t i e s and l i n g u i s t i c anad t r i b a l 

separatism. 

The p e r i o d c.500-875 was a time when North B r i t a i n was i n the 

m e l t i n g p o t ; aftei? 875 the s i t u a t i o n worsened w i t h the V i k i n g i r r u p t i o n s 

and the a d d i t i o n o f f u r t h e r w a r r i o r groups t o the n o r t h e r n scene. This 

was p r i m a r i l y the age o f the s h i e l d and b a t t l e - a x e . Despite the 

Conversion and the e i g h t h c e n t u r y renaissance, the g r e a t age of the 

Church was to be the p e r i o d c-rl050-l500 - and i n the p e r i o d w i t h which 

t h i s study i s concerned t h i s was a long time ahead. This p o i n t I s w o r t h 

s t r e s s i n g since the pre-occupation of t h i s study w i t h the Church and 
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a r t r e l a t i o n s h i p s may g i v e an erroneus impression o f the c l i m a t e ^ o f 

c i v i l i s a t i o n i n North B r i t a i n i n the p r e - V i k i n g p e r i o d . Care has been 

taken, n e v e r t h e l e s s , to avfodid as much as p o s s i b l e any d u p l i c a t i o n o f 

m a t e r i a l contained i n the previous d i s s e r t a t i o n . 

Professor K.H.Jackson guided the work on the H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m , 

the Church i n Scotland, and the poems o f T a l i e s i n and h i s 

contemporaries; b u t the conclusions on the nature and trends o f the 

A n g l i a n Conquest, and the e v a l u a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s do not n e c e s s a r i l y r e f l e c t Professor Jackson's views. 

S i m i l a r l y , Miss R.Cramp, who supervised and d i r e c t e d the work on a r t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , i s not to be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r every o p i n i o n 

expressed. To both Professor Jackson and Miss Cramp the present w r i t e r 

i s v e r y g r a t e f u l f o r t h e i r h e l p and guidance. 
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( i ) T h e value o f the H i s t o r i a B r l t t o n u m f o r the o r i g i n s o f Northumbria, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h a c h r o n o l o g i c a l r e v i s i o n o f the r e g n a l years o f the 
e a r l i e s t Northumbrian k i n g s . 

I t i s now b e l i e v e d t h a t no e x t a n t v e r s i o n r e p r e s e n t s the o r i g i n a l 

form o f the H l s t o r l a B r i t t o n u m ; the many MSS. which e x i s t o f t h i s 

work have t o be put togethefc t o form a composite w h o l e ( 1 ) . 

Nennius(2) i s n o t named i n the e a r l i e s t MSS; the Z r e c e n s i o n 

(Chartres 9 8 ) , an i m p e r f e c t fragment o f c.900, describes i t s e l f o n l y 

as a set o f e x t r a c t s made by the son o f Urbagen from the book o f S t . 

Germanus(3). The V a t i c a n recension(Vat.Ref.964 M), o f the e l e v e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a s c r i b e s I t s e l f t o Mark, a B r i t i s h b i s h o p ( 4 ) . Mark went t o 

Gaul c.850-873 and i n s u p p l y i n g H e i r i c o f Auxerre w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n 

about St.Germanus among the B r i t o n s f o r H e i r i c ' s proposed L i f e o f 

Germanus t o l d him of the existence of B r i t i s h w r i t t e n records o f 

Germanus(5). He could have been r e f e r r i n g e i t h e r t o the H i s t o r i a 

or t o the book of Germanus, one o f the sources of the H i s t o r i a . No 

doubt t h i s V a t i c a n recension i s the work o f Mark(6) - and t h i s suggests 

t h a t he was probably r e f e r r i n g t o the H i s t o r i a i t s e l f . The H a r l e i a n MS. 

H. 3859, o f c.1100, conta i n s no note o f a u t h o r s h i p . 

I t i s the t w e l f t h c e n t u r y Cambridge group of manuscripts which 

( l ) T h e H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m has been e d i t e d by T.Mommsen, M«G,H. A.A. x i i i 
P t . I . B e r l i n 1894.pp.111-222; & by P.Lot, Nennius e t l f H i s t o r i a ' 
B r i t t o n u m , Paris 1934, (20>The o r i g i n a l form o f the name was Nemniuus; 
I . W i l l i a m s , Notes on Nennius, B.B.C.S.vii.1955-55.pp.580-589 (r>.581) . 
(3)Ed. P.Lot, Ibid,pp.227-251. (4JEd. W.Gunn, The H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m , 
Lond.1819. (5)N.K.Chadwick, E a r l y C u l t u r e and Learning i n N o r t h Wales, 
S.E.B.C. Cambridge 1958.pp.104-08.112. (6)The s u r v i v i n g MS., however, 
i s based on a copy o f 943-44; I . W i l l i a m s , Mommsen and the V a t i c a n 
Nennius, B.B.C.S.xi.1941.pp.45-48. 
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c o n t a i n the prologue and the a t t r i b u t i o n t o Nennius, who d e s c r i b e s 

h i m s e l f as the author and as a d i s c i p l e o f Elvodugus(1). This l a t t e r 

i s b e l i e v e d t o be the Elfoddw who i s c r e d i t e d w i t h having emended the 

date o f Easter among the B r i t o n s and who d i e d i n 8 0 9 ( 2 ) , which g i v e s 

a date f o r Nennius h i m s e l f . 

I t i s n o t easy t o analyse the p a r t played by Nennius i n the 

c o m p i l i n g o f the H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m or t o date the p r o d u c t i o n o f the 

work. I n the g e n e a l o g i c a l t r a c t s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the H i s t o r i a the l a s t 

k i n g named i s E c g f e r t h o f Mercia who r e i g n e d f o r a s h o r t time i n 7 9 6 ( 3 ) ; 

but t h i s does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t the H i s t o r i a was put t o g e t h e r 

i n 796 or even soon a f t e r t h a t year. H.M.Chadwick argued from a 

reference t o King Fernmail t h a t an e a r l y recension o f the work was 

produced c.800(4), and I . W i l l i a m s i s o f the s i m i l a r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e r e 

was a pre-820 e d i t i o n ( 5 ) . The most t h a t can r e a l l y be s a i d though 

i s t h a t there may have been a p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 

a v o i d the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t the most i m p o r t a n t date i n the e v o l u t i o n o f 
t h e H i s t o r i a was 829 which i s g i v e n by the d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e t o the 

f o u r t h year o f King Merfyn and by c a l c u l a t i o n s i n a subsequent chapter 

(6) . I f , i n f a c t , the H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m i s t o be set a g a i n s t the 

background o f the r i s e t o power o f Merfyn V r y c h ( 7 ) , 829 i s o b v i o u s l y 

a more i n t e l l i g i b l e date than c.800.It appears t o be a v a l i d 

(l)M.G.H. A.A . 3 c i i i . p.l43. I . W i l l i a m s , The Nennian Preface, B.B.C.S.ix. 
1937-39.pp.342-344. (2)N.K.Chadwick, i b i d , S.E.B.C.p.44. (30)M.G.H. A.A. 
x i l i . p . 2 0 4 . (4)E.B.S. Cambridge 1954.p.25. (5JNotes on Nennius, B.B.C7S. 
v i i . p . 3 8 7 . (6)M.G.H. A.A . s l l l . p p.158. fa I . W i l l i a m s , i b i d , p . 3 8 7 1 
(7) N.K.Chadwick, i b i d , S.E.B.C.p.79ff. 
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h y p o t h e s i s , since an e a r l y n i n t h c e n t u r y date i s g i v e n f o r Nennius 

by the reference t o Elfoddw, t o assume t h a t i t was Nennius who was 

res p o n s i b l e f o r the c o m p i l a t i o n o f the H i s t o r i a i n 839, w i t h p o s s i b l y 

an e a r l i e r d r a f t nearer c.800. 

For the immediate concern o f t h i s study, however, i t i s n o t so 

much the pr e c i s e date a t which the H i s t o r i a -Brittonum was put 

to g e t h e r which i s i m p o r t a n t as the d a t i n g and a n a l y s i s o f some o f the 

m a t e r i a l which was i n c o r p o r a t e d by Nennius i n h i s work. Nennius h i m s e l f 

l i s t s some o f h i s sources; the c h r o n i c l e s o f Jerome, Eusebius, I s i d o r e , 

Prosper, annals of the I r i s h and Saxons, and a n c e s t r a l i > r a d i t i o n ( 1 ) , 

and elsewhere he r e f e r s t o m a t e r i a l g i v e n him by the bishops Renchidus 

and Elbobdus(2). 

The H i s t o r i a , however, can be broken up more m i n u t e l y than t h i s . 

Fot the study o f Northumbrian o r i g i n s , two s e c t i o n s are o f fundamental 

importance; f i r s t , the set o f Saxon genealogies, the l a t e s t name I n 

which dates t o 796 and t o which e x t r a c t s have been added from the 

second s o u r c e ( 3 ) , and secondly the t r a c t now c a l l e d the No r t h e r n 

H i s t o r y ( 4 ) . There can be no doubt t h a t the notes I n c l u d e d i n the 

genealogies were e x t r a c t e d from t h i s second t r a c t , the N o r t h e r n H i s t o r y . 

I t begins w i t h Ida o f B e r n i c i a and ends w i t h the death o f Cuthbert i n 

687 and c o n s i s t s o f B r i t i s h m a t e r i a l blended w i t h e x t r a c t s from Bede's 

H i s t o r i a E c c l e s i a s t i c a b u t s t i l l p r o - B r i t i s h i n sympathy - t h e r e i s 

(l)M.G.H. A . A . x i i i . p . 1 4 5 . ( 2 ) I b i d , p . 2 0 7 . (3)Ibid,pp.202-205. ( 4 ) l B i d , 
pp.205-208. 
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obvious j o y i n the outcome o f Nechtanesmere. This b l e n d i n g was n o t 

done before 737 f o r the l i s t , o r d e r , and r e g n a l years o f the k i n g s 

of B e r n i c i a are i d e n t i c a l w i t h the Moore Memoranda l i s t which dates 

t o 7 3 7(1); the b l e n d e r , i n f a c t , has used the same v e r s i o n , and as he 

had access t o Northumbrian m a t e r i a l i n t h i s i n s t a n c e he was a l s o 

probably the man who e x t r a c t e d passages from Bede. There i s no evidence 

elsewhere i n the H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m t h a t Nennius knew the H i s t o r i a 

E c c l e s i a s t i c a and so the b l e n d i n g had probably been done by someone 

between 737 and c.800-839. 

This post-737 w r i t e r , t h e r e f o r e , possessed a body o f B r i t i s h 

m a t e r i a l which d e a l t w i t h the wars o f the Northumbrians w i t h the 

n o r t h B r i t o n s and subsequently w i t h the Welsh. The 5.mportant issue 

i s the a c t u a l age of t h i s B r i t i s h m a t e r i a l . The r e f e r e n c e t o the 

nine year r e i g n o f E c g f r i t h of Northumbria i s o f no assistance since 

t h i s i s probably the r e s u l t of an e r r o r - the misreading o f x i i i i 

years as v i i i i y e a r s ( 2 ) . Nevertheless, these B r i t i s h t r a d i t i o n s are 

much o l d e r than 737(30*; the r o y a l nicknames of the B e r n i c i a n k i n g s 

seem contemporary and must soon have been w r i t t e n down before t h e y 

became f o r g o t t e n . The names Cunedag and A t b r e t , i n these p a r t i c u l a r 

forms are almost c e r t a i n l y seventh century. B i r d e i i s a seventh c e n t u r y 

form o f a P i c t i s h name, and Urbgen might a l s o be e a r l y - b u t t h i s 

(1)P.Hunter B l a i r , The Moore Memoranda on Northumbrian H i s t o r y , E a r l y 
C u l t u r e s of N o r t h West Europe, ed.C.Fox and B.Dickins, Cambridge 1950. 
pp.243-259. (2)H.M,Chadwick, O r i g i n s o f the E n g l i s h Nation,p.325. 
(3)Por guidance w i t h the H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m and p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the 
f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s I am i n d e b t e d t o Professor K.H.Jackson. 
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c o u l d be e i g h t h c e n t u r y . There seems t o be a nucleus o f seventh 

c e n t u r y B r i t i s h notes l y i n g behind t h i s N orthern H i s t o r y ; a s i m i l a r 

set o f notes or annals p o s s i b l y l i e behind the e a r l y s e c t i o n o f the 

Annales Cambria^l). H.M.Chadwick b e l i e v e d t h a t a S t r a t h c l y d e c h r o n i c l e 

e x i s t e d i n the e i g h t h c e n t u r y , covering the years 550-750 and used by 

the Annales Cambriae and the Nort h e r n H i s t o r y ( 2 ) . The r e f e r e n c e s i n 

the H i s t o r i a t o the w r i t i n g s o f the son o f Urbagen and t o the bap t i s m 

o f Edwin by Run map Urbagen suggest the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t Run was the 

Run, son o f TJrbgen or U r i e n of Rheged who f i g u r e s i n the N o r t h e r n 

H i s t o r y , and t h a t he made the o r i g i n a l notes out o f which the N o r t h e r n 

H i s t o r y grew, b u t t h i s I s d i f f i c u l t i f not impossible t o prove, and 

h i s work must have been continued by others anyway. There were, o f 

course, s e v e r a l centres i n the n o r t h i n the s e v e n t h - e i g h t h c e n t u r i e s 

a t which m a t e r i a l concerning the N o r t h u m b r i a n - B r i t i s h wars c o u l d be 

put t o g e t h e r ; N.K.Chadwick suggests two a l t e r n a t i v e s - C a r l i s l e and 

Candida Casa(Y/hithorn) (3) - to which Glasgow or Dumbarton may be added. 

The H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m i s a complicated and i n t e r e s t i n g ^ source 

which has not even y e t y i e l d e d up a l l i t s s e c r e t s . The chapters on 

V o r t i g e r n have r e c e n t l y been reviewed i n a new l i g h t i n a study, by 

J.D.Bu'lock, which, though i t needs to be t r e a t e d c a u t i o u s l y , p o i n t s 

nevertheless t o new p r o v o c a t i v e l i n e s o f t h o u g h t ( 4 ) . I t i s the same 

w i t h the chapters which make up the Northern H i s t o r y . Here i s a source 

(l)N.K.Chadwick, ibid,S.E.B.C.p.66ff. (2)Growth o f L i t e r a t u r e , v o l I 
Cambridge 1932.p.148. (5)S.E.B.C.pp.60-75. W V o r t i g e r n and the P i l l a r 
o f E l i s e g , Anti£.54.1960.pp.49-53. 
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which bears apparent i n t e r n a l evidence o f a seventh c e n t u r y date o f 

o r i g i n . I t deserves, t h e r e f o r e , the close a t t e n t i o n due to m a t e r i a l o f 

such a n t i q u i t y , f o r t h i s t r a c t t e l l s the h i s t o r i a n a c e r t a i n amount 

of g r e a t value about the Northumbrian conquest and c o n t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n 

which enables an a l t e r n a t i v e chronology f o r the e a r l i e s t Northumbrian 

k i n g s t o be put f o r w a r d . 

The e a r l y k i n g s who are s a i d to have r u l e d i n B e r n i c i a - from 

Ida i n 547 to A e t h e l f r i t h ( 5 9 3 - 6 1 7 ) ( 1 ) - were heathen p r i n c e s about 

whom l i t t l e has s u r v i v e d i n Northumbrian C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n . T h e i r 

names, however, togeth e r w i t h the l e n g t h s o f t h e i r r e i g n s , have been 

preserved i n s e v e r a l Northumbrian k i n g l i s t s , the o l d e s t o f which i s 

the l i s t i n the Moore MS. o f Bede's H i s t o r i a E c c l e s i a s t i c a (2p>. This i s 

the l i s t which was used by the post-737 w r i t e r who blended the N o r t h e r n 

H i s t o r y w i t h e x t r a c t s from Bede; i t sets the succession and f i g u r e s out 

as f o l l o w s -

Ida 12 years, Glappa 1; Adda 8; A e t h e l r i c 4; Theodoric 7; F r i t h u w a l d 6; 
Hussa 7; A e t h e l f r i t h 24. 

P.Hunter B l a i r has dated the Moore l i s t t o 737, and has p o i n t e d out 

t h a t i f a l l the r e g n a l years of a l l the kings are added t o g e t h e r and 

s u b t r a c t e d from the year 737(end o f Ceolwulf's r e i g n ) the flate 547 i s 

reached f o r the accession t o power of I d a { 3 ) . On the b a s i s o f the 

Moore f i g u r e s the f o l l o w i n g dates are obtained f o r these k i n g s ; -

(l)My r e v i s e d d a t i n g ; see Appendix I ; The Chronology o f Bede's H i s t o r i a 
E c c l e s i a s t i c a . (2)P.Hunter B l a i r , E a r l y C u l t u r e s of North West Europe, 
pp.243-259. ( 5 ) I b l d , p . 2 4 7 . ~~ " ~ 
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Id a (547-559'); Glappa($59-560); Adda (560-568); A e t h e l r i c ( 5 6 8 - 5 7 2 ) ; 
Theodorio(572-579); F r i t h u w a l d ( 5 7 9 - 5 8 5 ) ; Hussa(585-592); A e t h e l f r i t h 
(592-616). 
P.Hunter B l a i r accepts these dates except t h a t he i l l o g i c a l l y begins 

A e t h e l f r i t h ' s r e i g n I n 5 9 3 ( 1 ). Bede's H i s t o r i a E c c l e s i a s t i c a c o n t a i n s 

evidence t h a t the Moore l i s t has a s c r i b e d one year too many t o King 

E c g f r i t h and t h a t i n consequence a l l these f i g u r e s are one year 

b e h i n d ( a ) ; A e t h e l f r i t h 1 s accession date i s indeed 593, b u t I d a ! s 

should be 548. There i s , however, evidence which suggests even 

g r e a t e r e r r o r w i t h these e a r l y p r i n c e s . 

There i s a Deiran k i n g - l i s t I n c o r p o r a t e d i n the Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle A under 560 and 588. I n MSS.B & C o f the C h r o n i c l e under 

560 I t i s s t a t e d t h a t A e l l e o f Northumbria became k i n g i n t h a t year 

and r e i g n e d t h i r t y w i n t e r s ( 3 ) . , This e n t r y reads l i k e an e x t r a c t from 

an e a r l y l i s t . So f a r as can be seen the l i s t took the c o m p i l e r o f / 

the C hronicle no f u r t h e r than A e t h e l r i c who I s s a i d t o have succeeded 

A e l l e i n 588 and t o have r e i g n e d f o r f i v e years; he i s r e p r e s e n t e d 

as having been succeeded by A e t h e l f r i t h a c t u a l l y i n 5 9 3 ( 4 ) . I t w i l l be 

r e c a l l e d t h a t the Moore l i s t gave A e t h e l r i c o n l y f o u r y e a r s . I t i s 

probable - as w i l l be shown - t h a t the C h r o n i c l e r , whfe has c l e a r l y 

j u g g l e d w i t h the dates o f Aelle(560-88 i s n o t t h i r t y y e a r s ) , p u t two 

and two t o g e t h e r and decided t h a t i f A e t h e l f r i t h succeeded i n 593 

A e t h e l r i c d i e d t h a t year, thereby r e i g n i n g f i v e y e ars. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

(l)E.B.S.p.l49. (2)See Appendix I f o r f u l l d i s c u s s i o n . ( 3 ) E a r l e 5s 
Plummer, Two Saxon Chronicles P a r a l l e l , v o l . 1 . O x f o r d 1892.p 18 n 1 
( 4 ) I b i d , p p . 2 0 - 2 1 . ' 
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the c h r o n i c l e r was c e r t a i n l y u sing an e a r l y source f o r I t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to see how otherwise, w r i t i n g c.892, he could have known 

about A e t h e l r i c , an obscure p r i n c e to wh6m Bede makes no a l l u s i o n . 

The appearance of A e t h e l r i c i n the C h r o n i c l e r u l i n g from 588 

g i v e s r i s e to doubts concerning the order of the king s as g i v e n i n 

the Moore MS. P.Hunter B l a i r r e s o l v e s the d i f f i c u l t y by c r e a t i n g two 

A e t h e l r i c s - a B e r n i c i a n one r u l i n g 568-572 and a D e i r a n one r e i g n i n g 

588-593. F l o r e n c e of Worcester, or whoever produced the Chronicon ex 

C h r o n i c i s r e s o r t e d to a s i m i l a r s o l u t i o n by g i v i n g A e t h e l r i c two 

y e a r s i n B e r n i c i a f o l l owed by f i v e over D e i r a . 

A e t h e l r i c , t h e r e f o r e , p r e s e n t s a problem; so do c e r t a i n other 

k i n g s . To pr e s e r v e h i s da t i n g , based on the Moore MS., P.Hunter B l a i r 

has ignored a l l the B r i t i s h evidence i n the H i s t o r i a Brittonum which, 

he s t a t e s , must be t r e a t e d w i t h some r e s e r v e ( 1 ) . 'The H i s t o r i a c o n t a i n s , 

as a l r e a d y o u t l i n e d , a post 737 work which used seventh c e n t u r y 

B r i t i s h m a t e r i a l w i t h e x t r a c t s from Bede and w i t h an i d e n t i c a l k i n g l i s t 

to t h a t i n the Moore MS. The h i s t o r i a n ' s f a i t h I n the Moore order of 

s u c c e s s i o n must be shaken by the appearance of A e t h e l r i c I n 588 

i n s t e a d of 568 and he w i l l t u r n w i t h i n t e r e s t to I n d i c a t i o n s of an 

e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t order of s u c c e s s i o n i n the B r i t i s h m a t e r i a l used 

by the post-737 w r i t e r . 

The Northern H i s t o r y g i v e s the f o l l o w i n g important f a c t s ; 

( i ) I t i m p l i e s t h a t Hussa r e i g n e d before Theodoric. The 

(l)E.B.S«p.l52. 
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B r i t i s h c h i e f t a i n s , TJrbgen, R i d e r c h , Gwallauc, and Moroant appear 

to be r e p r e s e n t e d as f i g h t i n g f i r s t a g a i n s t Hussa and then XTrhgen and 

Morcant at l e a s t are i n v o l v e d i n a subsequent campaign a g a i n s t 

T h e o d o r i c ( 1 ) . 

( i i ) F r i t h u w a l d i s s t a t e d to have been r e i g n i n g a t the time 

of the Augustine m i s s i o n ( 5 9 7 ) ( 1 ) . F r i t h u w a l d cannot have r e i g n e d , 

t h e r e f o r e , from 579-585. There are no grounds - apa r t from r i g i d 

adherence to the Moore l i s t - f o r doubting the a u t h e n t i c i t y of t h i s 

note. Bede, i n the De Temporum Ratione, got ho l d of a confused account 

of such a t r a d i t i o n as t h i s and repres e n t e d A e l l e as being a l i v e i n 

5 9 7 ( 2 ) . A e l l e , however, di e d i n 588. 

( i i i ) A e t h e l f r i t h i s s t a t e d to have r u l e d twelve y e a r s i n 

B e r n i c i a and then twelve y e a r s over both B e r n i c i a and D e i r a ( l ) . These 

peri o d s would be r e s p e c t i v e l y 593-605 and 605-617. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s i s a t once apparent. I f P r i t h u w a l d was 

r e i g n i n g c.597 he must have been king i n D e i r a because at t h a t time 

A e t h e l f r i t h was king i n B e r n i c i a . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t 

Roger of Wendover has a f a i n t l y l i n g e r i n g glimmer of the true f a c t s 

when he w r i t e s , 

" P r e t e w I f u s r e g n a v i t i n D e i r a v i i a n n i s * ( 3 ) ; 

subsequently t h i s i s a d j u s t e d to B e r n i c i a ( 4 ) . 

Two k i n g s , t h e r e f o r e , on the evidence of the Northern H i s t o r y 

and a whisp of t r a d i t i o n i n Wendover were r e i g n i n g together c.597, 

(l)M.G.H. A . A . x i i i . p . 2 0 6 . ( 2 ) I b i d , p . 3 0 9 . (3Q>Flores H i s t o r i a r u m . ed. 
H.R.Luard; R o l l s London 1890.vol.l.p.276. ( 4 ) I b i d , p . 2 7 7 ~ 
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one i n B e r n i c i a , the other i n D e i r a . When Bede added and s u b t r a c t e d 

h i s k i n g - l i s t f i g u r e s and obtained 547 f o r the s t a r t of I d a ' s r e i g n 

he cannot have c o n s i d e r e d the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the e a r l i e s t k i n g s 

may not have r u l e d s u c c e s s i v e l y . The modern h i s t o r i a n , i n the l i g h t 

o f seventh c e n t u r y evideince which Bede d i d not p o s s e s s , must reckon 

w i t h the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i f two kings r e i g n e d together c.597, two 

others may have r u l e d j o i n t l y a t some other date; he must c o n s i d e r 

who e l s e may have been r e i g n i n g i n B e r n i c i a when A e t h e l r i c was king 

i n D e i r a . 

C a l c u l a t i n g backwards the f o l l o w i n g dates emerge; f o r B e r n i c i a -

A e t h e l f r i t h ' s f i r s t twelve y e a r s ( 5 9 3 - 6 0 5 ) , Theodoric's seven(586-593), 

Hussa's seven(579-586), Adda and Glappa together g i v i n g a t o t a l of 

n i n e ( 5 7 0 - 5 7 9 ) , I d a ' s twelve(558-570). I n D e i r a - A e l l e died i n 588; 

A e t h e l r i c r e i g n e d four y e a r s ( 5 8 8 - 5 9 2 ) , the 593 date being the r e s u l t 

of the C h r o n i c l e r regarding A e t h e l f r i t h as the s u c c e s s o r of A e t h e l r i c . 

A c t u a l l y , A e t h e l r i c was succeeded by P r i t h u w a l d ( 5 9 2 - 5 9 8 ) . 

I d a , t h e r e f o r e , began to r e i g n i n 558, not 547. I t w i l l be 

r e c a l l e d t h a t , though the C h r o n i c l e B & C s t a t e s t h a t A e l l e was king 

t h i r t y w i n t e r s , h i s dates are recorded as 560-588 - i e . o n l y twenty-

e i g h t y e a r s . The xxx w i n t r a of the C h r o n i c l e does not l e a v e much room 

f o r e r r o r t h e r e . The f a c t t h a t i f A e l l e f s true dates were 558-588, h i s 

a c c e s s i o n i n D e i r a would c o i n c i d e w i t h the advent to power i n B e r n i c i a 

of I d a makes i t a strong p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 560 i s as bogus a date as 

547. 
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From t h i s r e v i s i o n i t i s apparent t h a t a f a r c l o s e r l i n k between 

the o r i g i n s of B e r n i o i a and D e i r a may he p o s t u l a t e d , and the w a r f a r e 

w i t h the B r i t o n s much more concentrated than might have he en thought, 

a f a c t o f fundamental importance when the B r i t i s h r e s i s t a n c e to the 

Northumbrians comes to be c o n s i d e r e d . 

With the use of the H i s t o r i a Brittonum the y e a r s of conquest can 

now be seen a g a i n s t a c h r o n o l o g i c a l framework which shows t h a t the 

i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y o f the A n g l i a n kingdoms of Northumbria was c l o s e l y 

interwoven, Adda was a son of I d a but Glappa does not seem to have 

b e e n ( l ) . The Moore l i s t , however, s t a t e s t h a t Glappa r u l e d a f t e r I d a 

f o r one y e a r - he was probably a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of another l i n e who 

was q u i c k l y vanquished by the son of I d a . I n 579 Hussa, of u n c e r t a i n 

parentage, secured c o n t r o l but i n 586 Theodoric, son of I d a , r e g a i n e d 

power f o r I d a ' s dynasty which was to be s e c u r e l y h e l d f o r many 

ge n e r a t i o n s to come(2). I n T h e o d o r i c T s time, A e t h e l r i c , son of Adda 

and Theodoric's own nephew(2), went i n t o Defcra and made h i m s e l f k i n g 

i n 588. The l a t e sources', the V i t a S.Oswald!, s t a t e s t h a t he slew 

A e l l e ( 3 ) . I f more was known of the o r i g i n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between I d a 

and A e l l e i t might be p o s s i b l e to say whether A e t h e l r i c f s undoubted 

i n v a s i o n of D e i r a was the r e s u l t of some l e g a l c l a i m or whether i t 

was one of pure a g g r e s s i o n . The former p o s s i b i l i t y should n ot be too 

l i g h t l y d ismi ssed. I n 592 A e t h e l r i c d i e d and P r i t h u w a l d succeeded i n 

Deiaa u n t i l h i s death i n 598, when Hering, son of Hussa, who i s 

suspected of having a l l i e d w i t h the S c o t s i n 604 a g a i n s t A e t h e l f r i t h , 

(1)M.G»H. A , A . x i l i . p . 2 0 2 . ( 2 ) I b i d , p . 2 0 6 . (3)SJmeonofDurham(S.D.) 
ed.T.Arnold, R o l l s London vol.L.1882.p.363. ~ * 



probably succeeded. For a l l t h a t i s known to the c o n t r a r y , H&ssa 

may have been a Deiran p r i n c e . I n 595, Theodoric having died, 

A e t h e l f r i t h , son of A e t h e l r i c , succeeded i n B e r n i c i a ; v i c t o r i o u s i n 

604 over Aedan of D a l r i a d a and probably a l s o over Hering, i n 605 he 

fo l l o w e d the f o o t s t e p s of h i s f a t h e r and mastered D e i r a , d r i v i n g out 

Edwin, son of A e l l e ( l ) . On h i s death, h i s u n i t e d T Torthumbria passed 

to Edwin(617~63ft) but i n 635 i t was recovered by Oswald, son of 

Ae t h e i f r i t h . 

I t must never be f o r g o t t e n t h a t Northumbria was r e a l l y two 

kingoms and throughout the p r e - V I k i n g p e r i o d the two u n i t s were h e l d 

together only w i t h g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y . Oswiu was faced w i t h the D e i r a n 

p r i n c e 0swine i n the southern kingdom u n t i l he managed to a s s a s i n a t e 

him i n 652, a f t e r which Aethelwald, son of Oswald and a B e r n i c i a n , 

s e t h i m s e l f up as king i n D e i r a and i n t r i g u e d w i t h Penda a g a i n s t h i s 

u n c l e . Oswiu probably used A l c h f r i t h and l a t e r on E c g f r i t h s i m i l a r l y 

w i t h Aelfwine to c o n c i l i a t e and h o l d down D e i r a . B e r n i c i a came to 

be a b a t t l e g r o u n d f o r r i v a l f a m i l i e s descended from I d a from 716 on, 

and i n 759 D e i r a n p r i n c e s s e i z e d t h e i r opportunity to a s s e r t t h e i r 

power over B e r n i c i a ( 2 ) . These d i v i s i o n s and r i v a l r i e s are seen i n 

p e r s p e c t i v e when i t i s f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d how they seem to have grown 

out of the f o r c i b l e f u s i o n of two d i f f e r e n t u n i t s i n the s i x t h and 

e a r l y seventh c e n t u r i e s . 

(1)H.E»11.12. ( 2 ) T h i s a s p e c t of Northumbrian i n t e r n a l development 
was f u l l y o u t l i n e d i n the preceeding MA.thesis - Northumbrian r e l a t i o -
w i t h the C e l t i c peoples of S t r a t h c l y d e and Scotland"V.500-850. Durhbm 
1960.p.l30ff. ~~ — 
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( i i ) T h e v a l u e of the b a r d i c poems and the B r i t i s h g e n e a l o g i e s . 

The H i s t o r i a Brittonum c o n t a i n s the w e l l known passage t h a t , a t 

some time i n the s i x t h century, 

". .Talhaern Tataguen i n poemate c l a r u i t e t N e i r i n , e t T a l i e s s i n , 
e t Bluchbard, e t Cian, qui v o c a t u r Gueinth Guaut, s i m u l uno 
tempore i n poemate B r i t a n n i c o c l a r u e r u n t * { 1 ) . 

P r e - t w e l f t h c e n t u r y Welsh poetry, i n c l u d i n g some a s c r i b e d to 

A n e i r i n and T a l i e s i n , two of the poets named above, i s found i n f i v e 

MSS. which are a l l l a t e c o p i e s ; the B l a c k Book of Carmarthen(B.B.C.) 

of c.1200, the Book of A n e i r i n of c.1250, the Book of T a l i e s i n of 

c.1250-1300, the Red Book of Hergest of c.1400, and the fragmentary 

White Book of the e a r l y f o u r t e e n t h century. The poems of T a l i e s i n and 

A n e i r i n are found throughout these MSS; w i t h them are poems a s c r i b e d 

to Llywarch Hen, a s i x t h century North B r i t i s h c h i e f t a i n and a r e l a t i v e 

of Urbgen or I J r i e n of Rheged. 

The evidence a f f o r d e d by these poems i s h i g h l y r e l e v a n t to the 

o r i g i n s of Northumbria. There i s no doubt now t h a t Welsh e x i s t e d by 

the second h a l f of the s i x t h c e n t u r y and t h a t -

" the poems of T a l i e s i n and A meirin could have been composed i n 
Welsh, not B r i t i s h , towards the end of t h a t c e n t u r y * ( 2 ) . 

G.Evans c r i t i c i s e d the e a r l y poems a t t r i b u t e d to T a l i e s i n , w h ich d e a l 

w i t h U r i e n and h i s son Owain, and a s s i g n e d them to the t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , 

m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t they dwelt w i t h t w e l f t h c e n t u r y e v e n t s ( 3 ) , J . M o r r i s -

(l)M.G,H. A.A.xiii.p«205> (2)K.H.Jackson, Language and H i s t o r y i n E a r l y 
B r i t a i n , Edinburgh 1953.p.693. (3)Evans produced s e v e r a l works; 
F a c s i m i l e and Text of the Book of T a l i e s i n , Llanbedrog 1910; Poems from 
the Book of T a l i e s i n , e d i t e d , emended, and t r a n s l a t e d . 1 9 1 5 : and 
T a l i e s i n , Y«C«xxxiv.1924.pp.1-23. None are of any v a l u e . 
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Jones (1) and I * W i l l i a m s ( 2 ) , however, have r e j e c t e d these views and, 

w i t h a s u r e r knowledge of the development of the Welsh language have 

s e t the study of these poems on a sounder f o o t i n g , e s t a b l i s h i n g a 

s i x t h c e ntury n u c l e u s . 

L i n g u i s t i c evidence I s the s u r e s t c r i t e r i o n f o r judging the age 

of a poem, and there i s c l e a r evidence that e a r l i e r w r i t t e n v e r s i o n s . 

l i e behind the e x i s t i n g MSS. The Gododdin poem of A n e l r i n i s found i n 

only one MS. but the t r a n s c r i p t i o n i s the work of two s c r i b e s , A -

who g i v e s h i s v e r s i o n i n modernised s p e l l i n g - and B who p r e s e r v e s 

the ummodernised s p e l l i n g of the n i n t h century or even of the e i g h t h ( 3 ) . 

One f i f t h of the poem, i n f a c t , c o n t a i n s a r c h a i c s p e l l i n g ( 4 ) . The poems 

of T a l i e s i n c o n t a i n a nucleus of twelve h i s t o r i c a l poems(5) which 

a l s o p r e s e r v e e a r l i e r a r c h a i c words and are of t e n quite u n i n t e l l i g i b l e . 

Both the h i s t o r i c a l poems of T a l i e s i n and the Gododdin of A n e i r i n read 

as i f they were contemporary w i t h what they d e s c r i b e . These poems f e r e 

meant to be panegyrics on famous l e a d e r s and w a r r i o r s ; there would be 

no po i n t i n a l a t e r w r i t e r composing the Gododdin f o r a l l the c h a r a c t e r s 

are e i t h e r v e r y obscure or e l s e completely unknown. With the poems of 

T a l i e s i n , a f o r g e r would have had to have possessed wide knowledge of 

no r t h e r n e v e n t s , to have avoided anachronisms and r e f e r e n c e s to l a t e r 

events w h i l e a l s o u s i n g a r c h a i c language, and he would have needed to 

( 1 ) T a l i e s i n , Y j C . x x v i i i . 1 9 1 8 . ( 2 ) I . W i l l i a m s , L e c t u r e s on E a r l y Welsh 
Poetry, DubliiTTS44. Canu T a l i e s i n ( C . T . ) , C a r d i f f 1960. (5)K.H.Jackson, 
The Gododdin of Aneurin, Antiq.xiii.T§39.pp.25-37(p #29ff.). The poem 
i s e d i t e d i n Welsh by I . W i l l i a m s , Canu Aneirftn(C.A.), Cardiff1&38. 
(4 ) 1 . W i l l i a m s , L e c t u r e s on E a r l y Welsh Poetry.p.66. ( 5 ) I b i d , p . 5 5 f f . 
These are the poems which are e d i t e d i n C.T. — 

http://YjC.xxviii.1918
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be a g r e a t r e a l i s t , a r a r e poet, and a master of the Welsh language, 

but to have a p p l i e d a l l h i s g i f t s , h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y g i f t s , to f o r g i n g 

poems to a t t r i b u t e to someone e l s e ( l ) . 

The same, i t appears, cannot be s a i d f o r the poems of L l y w a r c h Hen. 

These are n i n t h c e n t u r y poems, r e f l e c t i n g Welsh-Mercian c o n f l i c t s of 

t h a t t i m e ( 2 ) . N e v e r t h e l e s s , there i s one lengthy poem a t t r i b u t e d to 

L l y w a r c h which d e a l s w i t h the death of U r i e n of Rheged and which may 

embody e a r l y t r a d i t i o n s , and G.Williams c o n s i d e r s i t d i f f i c u l t to 

abandon the s i x t h c e n t u r y Llywarch as the o r i g i n a l composer of 

" a t l e a s t the k e r n a l of the p o e t r y N ' ( 3 ) . The Myrddin or M e r l i n poems, 

f o r example, are g e n e r a l l y considered to be l a t e , but the poem on the 

Dialogue between Myrddin and h i s s i s t e r Gwendydd, r e f e r r i n g to people 

who fought a t A r t h u r e t (573), i s now c o n s i d e r e d to r e s t on an e a r l i e r 

poem of c.1000(4). 

The e a r l y bards were a t r a i n e d h i e r a r c h y of poets employed to 

s i n g the p r a i s e s of t h e i r a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t r o n s . I t would appear a l s o , 

from the numerous C e l t i c g e n e a l o g i e s which have s u r v i v e d , t h a t the 

c o d i f i c a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n of d y n a s t i c g e n e a l o g i e s was the t a s k of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l court g e n e a l o g i s t s . The g e n e a l o g i e s a t the end of the 

H a r l e i a n MS.3859, which c o n t a i n s the H i s t o r i a Brittonum and the 

Annales Cambriae, bear evidence of having been put together a t the l a s t 

h a l f of the t e n t h c e n t u r y and, l i k e the poems, c o n t a i n e a r l y s p e l l i n g s ( 5 ] 

( 1 ) J . M o r r i s - J o n e s , T a l i e s i n , Y i C ^ x x v i i i . l 9 1 8 . p . 2 2 4 . ( 2 ) 1 . W i l l i a m s , The 
Poems of L l y w a r c h Hen, P r o c . B r i t . A c a d . x v i i l . 1952.PP.269-509. & L e c t u r e s 
on E a r l y Welsh P o e t r y , p . 3 4 f f . The poems of L l y w a r c h are e d i t e d bTTfT 
W i l l i a m s , Canu -Llywarch Hen(C.L.H.)» C a r d i f f 1935. (5)An I n t r o d u c t i o n 
to Welsh Poetry, London 1955.p.58. ( 4 ) E s s a y s and S t u d i e s to John 
Ma c N e l l l , ed.J.Hgan. D u b l i n 1940. p. 545.'""(b J b1. P h i I l i m o r e , T7UI1888.pp. 141-
183. 



17. 

Welsh l i t e r a t u r e s u p p l i e s g e n e a l o g i c a l t r e e s f o r Wales, North B r i t a i n , 

and South-West B r i t a i n . Many of these g e n e a l o g i e s concern the p r i n c e s 

who r u l e d between the Walls a t the time of the Anglo-Saxon Conquest, 

and they a l l r e a c h back to two c h i e f t a i n s , C o e l Hen(the Old) and 

C e r e t i c G w l e d i g ( l ) . Prom the p r i n t e d e d i t i o n s of the most important 

v e r s i o n s of these t r e e s ( 2 ) , the f o l l o w i n g t a b l e s may be c o n s t r u c t e d . 

(a) The Rheged l i n e of Coel Hen. 

A b a l l a c - Eudelen - Eudof - Ebiud - O u t i g i r - Oudecant - R I t i g i r n -
I u m e t e l - Gr a t - Urban - T e l p u i l - Tecmant - Guotepauc 

Coyl Hen 
r ' » 

Ceneu Garbaniaun 

Gurgust Masguit Clop Pappo Post P r i t e n Dumnagual Moilmut 

E l e u t h u r Merchiaun Llaenauc Dunaut Samuel Bran Hen C i n c a r 

Gurgi & Cinmarc G u a l l a u c Morcant b u l c 
Peredur * 1 

Urbgen Coledauc 

Morcant 

Gurgi and Peredur are s a i d to have p e r i s h e d i n 580 i n the Annales 

Cambriae. Urbgen i s the Urbgen of the H i s t o r i a Brittonum and the U r i e n 

of the b a r d i c poems. I n one of the poems of T a l i e s i n Owain, son of 

Urien , appears to be r e f e r r i n g to Ceneu son of C o e l ( 3 ) , and the U r i e n 

poem of Ll y w a r c h d e s c r i b e s U r i e n as the son of Ky n v a r c h ( C i n m a r c ) ( 4 ) . 

T a l i e s i n a l s o has two poems to G u a l l a u c i n one of which Gwallauc i s 

r e f e r r e d to as the son of L l e e n n a u g ( 5 ) . There can be no doubt t h a t t h i s 

( l ) P r o f e s s o r Jackson has pointed out to me t h a t t h i s does not mean 
o v e r l o r d , but sim p l y l o r d or c h i e f . ( 2 ) E . P M l l i m o r e , The Annales 
Cambriae and the Old-Welsh ge n e a l o g i e s from Harl.MS.3859, Y.C.ix.1888. 
pp.141-185. A.W.Wade-Evans, Nennius's H i s t o r y of the BritonsT^Lond.-lQAp. 
pp.101-114. (5)C.T.p.6.1ine 11. (4}C.L.H.p.12. v e r s e 7. C5TCT.p.l6 
l i n e 58. 

http://Harl.MS.3859
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i s the G u a l l a u c who f i g h t s beside U r i e n i n the His t o r l a Brittonum . 

The t r e a c h e r o u s Morcant of the H i s t o r l a i s most probably to be 

i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Mor.cant map Coledauc. I f t h i s i s so, i t should be 

noted t h a t he was probably a younger man than e i t h e r G u a l l a u c or U r i e n . 

(b)The S t r a t h c l y d e L i n e of Cer&tic g u l e t i c . 

Confer i p - F e r ( ? ) - Cursalem - Cluim - C i n h i l - Cynloyp - C e r e t i c -
C i n u i t - Dumnagual hen 

i 1 i 1 
Gu^pno C l i n o c h C i n b e l i n 

Neithon Tutagual C l i n o g E i t i n 
B e l i R i d e r c h Hen 

Eugein(Owen) 
E ^ f i n 
B e l i - Teudebur - Dumnagual - Eugein - R i d e r c h - Dumnagual -

A r t g a l - Run. 

A r t g a l , king of the B r i t o n s , was s l a i n i n 8 7 2 ( 1 ) , and t h i s genealogy 

may have been put together a t the end of t h e n i n t h c e n t u r y . R i d e r c h map 

Tutagual i s undoubtedly the R i d e r c h who j o i n e d Urbgen and G u a l l a u c 

i n the a t t a c k on the Angles. 

These genealogies enable the l e a d e r s of the s i x t h c e n t u r y B r i t i s h 

r e s i s t a n c e to the Angles to be seen a g a i n s t t h e / / background of t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to one a n o t h e r ( 2 ) . 

(l)A.U.ed.W.M.Hennessy, v o l . I . D u b l i n 1887.p.384. ( 2 ) l t should be noted 
t h a t W.F.Skene, Four Ancient Books of Wales, v o l . I I . p p . 4 5 4 - 4 5 5 , p r i n t s 
the genealogy i n the t r a c t the Bonhed Gwyr y Gogled, r e l a t i n g to the 
descendents of Coel, which d i f f e r s from t h a t g i v e n on p.17 su p r a . 

Ceneu 
i ' 1 

Gorus t(Gurgus t ) Mar(?) 
Meirchawm Arthwys(?) 

Cynvarch E l i d y r Pabo E l i f f e r CeTdyaw 
Urien Llywarch Duiiawt Sawyl Gurgi Peredur GwenSoleu 
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( i i i ) T h e B r i t i s h r e s i s t a n c e to the Angles of Northumbria. 

When the Romans advanced no r t h they found a p o l i t i c a l d i v i s i o n 

roughly along the Tyne-Solway l i n e , between the B r i g a n t e s south of i t , 

and n o r t h of i t the Novantae of Galloway, the Selgovae of D u m f r i e s s h i r e , 

the V o t a d i n i between the F o r t h and Tyne, and the Damnonii from 

A y r s h i r e a c r o s s C l y d e s d a l e i n t o S t i r l i n g s h i r e ( l ) . These t r i b a l u n i t s 

came to form a b u f f e r a g a i n s t the P i c t i s h and S c o t t i s h t r i b e s n o r t h of 

the F o r t h - C l y d e l i n e . The l a t e r f i f t h - s i x t h c e n t u r y kingdoms of 

Rheged, Manau of the Gododin, and S t r a t h c l y d e appear to have e v o l v e d 

out of them. How f a r they d i d so w i t h the a i d of d e l i b e r a t e Roman 

encouragement(2) i s f a r from c e r t a i n ( 3 ) but there i s e v e r y r e a s o n to 

m a i n t a i n t h a t on the r u l e r s of these emerging m i l i t a r i s t i c s t a t e s f e l l 

the burden of h o l d i n g o f f the onslaught of P i c t s and S c o t s from c.387 

onwards• 

At some date i n the f i f t h c e n t u r y ( 4 ) , Cunedda of Manau Guotodin(5) 

migrated w i t h h i s people to Wales from whence he drove out the S c o t s 

w i t h g r e a t s l a u g h t e r . Cunedda was a contemporary of the C o r o t i c u s 

regem Aloo , who i s undoubtedly to be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h C e r e t i c g u l e t i c , 

to whom P a t r i c k wrote c.450 condemning him and h i s s o l d i e r s f o r 

t r a f f i c k i n g i n C h r i s t i a n s l a v e s they had captured i n a r a i d on I r e l a n d . 

(1)I.A.Richmond, Roman and Native i n North B r i t a i n , E d i n . & Lond.1955. 
pp.32.135-141. (2)As suggested by P.Hunter B l a i r , O r i g i n s of Northumbria 
A r c h . A e l i a n a xxv.1947.pp.1-51. ( 3 ) 1 . W i l l i a m s , Wales and the North, 
C.& W.Antiq.Soo.li.l951.pp.75-88(p.77) and K.H.Jackson, The B r i t o n s i n 
Southern S c o t l a n d , Anti^.xxix.1955.pp.77-88(p.80), sound n o t e s of 
c a u t i o n . (4)P.Hunter B l a i r , i bid,p.35 suggests 420 and H.M.Chadwick, 
E a r l y S c o t l a n d , Cambridge 1949,p. 148 a date n e a r e r ft50. (5)M.G.H. A ' . A 
x i i i . p . 2 0 5 . ~ — — * 
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C e r e d i g , t h e r e f o r e , possessed an army and a f l e e t . H is descendant, 

R i d e r c h map Tutagual, i s d e s c r i b e d by Adamnan as r u l i n g i n the Rock 

o f the C l y d e ( 1 ) , i e . A l c l u t or A l c l u i t h , how Dumbarton. R i d e r c h ' s 

f a t h e r , Tutagual, i s named i n the Bonedd Gwyr y G-ogledd as Tutwal 

T u t c l y t , i e . T u t w a l of the peojble of the Clyde. The kingdom of Ce r e d i g 

and of h i s descendants was c l e a r l y c e n t r e d on the Clyde and on 

Dumbarton, and l i k e Cunedda fs, C e r e d i g f s s t a t e was a m i l i t a r y u n i t 

s tanding a g a i n s t the P i c t s and S c o t s . The e x i s t e n c e , c.450, of the 

two B r i t i s h kingdoms of Cunedda and Ceredig on the Fo r t h - C l y d e l i n e 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t s i n c e the inr o a d s of 387 the most n o r t h e r l y b a r b a r i a n 

t r i b e s had been pushed r i g h t back i n t o t h e i r own t e r r i t o r y and the 

ol d u n i t s of the Damnonil and the V o t a d i n i had r e a s s e r t e d themselves. 

By reckoning back by g e n e r a t i o n s from R i d e r c h Hen i t appears t h a t 

Coel Hen was an approximate contempoary of Cunedda and C e r e d i g . I . 

W i l l i a m s has g i v e n a s a l u t a r y reminder t h a t nothing, i n f a c t , i s 

a c t u a l l y known about Coel, a p a r t from h i s g e n e a l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n { 2 ) ; 

a l l t h a t can be s a i d i s what can be deduced from h i s background. I t 

seems reasonable to suppose t h a t he r u l e d a m i l i t a r i s t i c s t a t e s i m i l a r 

to t h a t of Ceredig or Cunedda. He i s thought to have l e f t h i s name i n 

Kyle i n A y r s h i r e , and i f so he probably r u l e d i n t h i s area ( 3 ) . ITrbgen 

( U r i e n ) , h i s g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t grandson i s found r u l i n g Rheged i n the 

second h a l f of the s i x t h c e n t ury. The g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n o f Rheged 

( l ) L i f e o f St.Columba by Adamnan, ed.W.Reeves, H i s t o r i a n s of S c o t . V I . 
Edinburgh 1874.p.123. ( 2 ) I . W i l l i a m s , Wales and the North, C.&W.Antiq. 
Soc. l i . 1 9 5 1 . p . 7 7 . (5)C.P.N.S. Edin.& Lond.1926.p.127. 
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has been a matter of some c o n t r o v e r s y , but there are s e v e r a l 

i n d i c a t i o n s . Hywel ab 0wein(d.1170) i n d i c a t e s i n a poem t h a t i n h i s 

time C a r l i s l e was thought to have been i n R h e g e d ( l ) . Dunragit, a t the 

head of Luce Bay, Wigtownshire, meaning F o r t of Rheged , has a 

s i g n i f i c a n c e to which f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n must not 

b l i n d one. U r i e n i s a s s o c i a t e d i n the poems of T a l i e s i n w i t h 

Llwyfennydd, which i s p o s s i b l y Lyvennet i n Westmorland, i n the Eden 

v a l l e y ( 2 ) . He i s a l s o r e f e r r e d to i n the poems as defender i n Aeron , 

p o s s i b l y i n d i c a t i n g a u t h o r i t y i n Ayr though the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s not 

c e r t a i n , and as the r u l e r of C a t r a e t h ; t h i s would suggest t h a t U r i e n 

was the o r i g i n a l l o r d of the d i s t r i c t where the l a t e r b a t t l e of 

C a t r a e t h was fought - g e n e r a l l y c o n s idered to be i n the neighbourhood 

of C a t t e r i c k ( 3 ) . Linked to Rheged i s a d i s t r i c t c a l l e d Oodeu, which 

may be S e l k i r k s h i r e ( 4 ) . 

So s u c c e s s f u l do the r u l e r s of emerging S t r a t h c l y d e , Rheged, and 

Manau Guotodin seem to have been a g a i n s t the P i c t s and Scots t h a t by 

c.450 the Forth-Clyde li£e was secure and Cunedda moved to new f i e l d s i n 

Wales. Cunedda's departure may have weakened the B r i t i s h p o s i t i o n i n 

the n o r t h , though how f a r t h i s move was d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e foij the 

energy of Anglo-Saxons i n t o n o r t h B r i t a i n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t the 

i n v i t a t i o n of one ofthe n o r t h e r n r u l e r s , must remain u n c e r t a i n ( 5 ) . 

Without making too much of the i m p e r f e c t evidence, two f a c t s seem 

to support the view t h a t something approaching t h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of events took p l a c e . Advances were made to the Angles by the B r i t i s h 

( 1 ) J . M o r r i s - J o n e s , T a l i e s i n , Y^CUxxviii.1918.pp.66-67. (2)C.T p x x i x 
(3)See i n f r a p.35. ($)P.Hunter B l a i r , O r i g i n s of NorthumbrUT^ioh A e l 
xxv 1947.p.37. (*)C«P«N,S«p.543. ' * 
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l e a d e r s a s k i n g f o r a i d i n 445 a f t e r i t had been sought i n v a i n from 

Rome(l). G i l d a s , i n h i s Pe E x c l d i o e t Conquestu B r l t a n n i a e , shows t h a t 

t h i s appeal was the d i r e c t r e s u l t of a re-massing of the P i c t s and 

S c o t s f o r a f u l l - s c a l e a t t a c k on B r i t a i n , and on i t s f a i l u r e the 

''superbus tyrannus* c a l l e d i n the Saxons ( 2 ) . The C h r o n i c l e g i v e s the date 

of the a r r i v a l of Anglo-Saxon mercenary f o r c e s as 449, and d e s p i t e 

a l l the a s s a u l t s on i t t h i s date seems as good as any o t h e r . These 

p i e c e s of evidence, taken together, t h e r e f o r e , show t h a t a g r e a t 

i n v a s i o n was being planned by the P i c t s and S c o t s i n 443-449, which i s 

roughly the time of Cunedda Ts m i g r a t i o n . The s t o r y of how V o r t i g e r n 

s e t t l e d h i s new mercenaries i n the south-east i s w e l l known; a l s o 

known but l e s s c l o s e l y c o n s i dered i s the evidence f o r an e a r l y 

s e t t l e m e n t i n the n o r t h . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence f o r the presence of 

pagan Saxons i n Y o r k s h i r e shows t h a t they probably occupied York e a r l y 

i n the f i f t h c e n t u r y ( 3 ) $ the two w a r r i o r s , Ochta and Ebussa, the 

former of whom had v e r y c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the K e n t i s h s e l l e r s 

( 4 ) , are s a i d to have v i s i t e d the Orkneys and then to have e s t a b l i s h e d 

themselves beyond the Mare F r e n e s s i c u m ( 5 ) ; Soemil, the g r e a t - g r e a t -

g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r of A e l l e of D e i r a , who must have l i v e d c.450 i s s a i d 

to have f i r s t s e p a r a t e d D e i r a from B e r n i c i a ( 6 ) . These f a c t s and 

t r a d i t i o n s show the Anglo-Saxons to have been s e t t l e d i n the n o r t h c. 

450 onwards - ie.soon a f t e r Cunedda fs departure. 

(l)Two Saxon C h r o n i c l e s , I.p.12. (2)M.G.H. i U A . x i i i . p . 3 7 f f . (3)P.Hunter 
B l a i r , O r i g i n s or florthumbria, A r c h . A e l i a n a xxv.p.37. (4)M.G.H. A.A. 
xiii.pp.179*199. ( 5 ) I b i d , p . 179. The sea could be e i t h e r the Humber or 
the F i r t h of F o r t h , P.Hunter B l a i r , i b i d . p p . 1 5 . 1 7 . (6)M.G.H. A . A . x i i i 
p.204. 
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I t may be taken t k a t the m i g r a t i o n of Cunedda w i t h h i s people 

to Wales had c r e a t e d a vacuum i n the n o r t h , and t h a t i n 445-449 i t was 

n e c e s s a r y to import Anglo-Saxon mercenaries and to s e t t l e them i n 

Y o r k s h i r e , the nucleus of the l a t e r kingdom of D e i r a . When the Saxon 

r e v o l t came, c.455, the u p r i s i n g of Hengist i n Kent was probably 

p a r a l l e l e d by one i n Y o r k s h i r e i n which Soemil played a prominent 

p a r t , e s t a b l i s h i n g the r u l i n g dynasty which produced A e l l e and Edwin. 

The p e r i o d 450-550 i s an obscure one f o r Northumbrian h i s t o r y . 

The y e a r s c.500 saw the r i s e of the f u t u r e kingdom of Wessex and t h a t 

of D a l r i a d a , and these y e a r s are the t r a d i t i o n a l age of A r t h u r . I t 

may be t h a t Arthur's p r i n c i p a l f i e l d of o p e r a t i o n s was n o r t h B r i t a i n , 

h i s enemies the P i c t s or the Angles of D e i r a , but the u n c e r t a i n t y 

over the c o r r e c t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and l o c a t i o n of the l i s t of A r t h u r ' s 

b a t t l e s as g i v e n i n tteee7 H i s t o r i a B r i t t o n u m ( l ) makes i t dangerous to 

attempt to t i e Arthur down to a s p e c i f i c l o c a l i t y or d a t e ( 2 ) . T h i s 

f a s c i n a t i n g f i g u r e w i l l probably remain an enigma f o r a l l time. Welsh, 

of course, was not developed u n t i l c.550 and hence there are no Welsh 

b a r d i c poems about the e a r l i e r p r i n c e s of the B r i t i s h d y n a s t i e s before 

t h i s date. One of the T a l i e s i n poems seems to r e f e r to Ceneu, son of 

C o e l , but t h i s l i n e may simply mean - descendant of C o e l ( 3 ) . 

Despite the apparent ease w i t h which the Angles took p o s s e s s i o n 

(l)M.G.H. A t A . x l i i . p . 1 9 9 . (2)K.H.Jackson, Once Again A r t h u r f s B a t t l e s , 
Modern Phil.45.1945-6.pp.44-57. P.K.Johnstone argues from evidence i n 
iiu l i w c n and Olwen t h a t A rthur may have formed some s o r t of a l l i a n c e 
w i t h King Domangart of D a l r i a d a (506-511); Domangart and A r t h u r , A n t i a 
xxii.1945.pp.127-128. (5)C.T. p . 6 . l i n e 11. ^ 
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o f Y o r k s h i r e i n the f i f t h c e n tury, the s i t u a t i o n i n the n o r t h d i d not 

continue to d e t e r i o r a t e from the B r i t i s h p o i n t of view; i n c.550 they 

s t i l l h e l d o n l y Y o r k s h i r e , but the B r i t o n s c o n t r o l l e d the r e s t o f 

n o r t h B r i t a i n to the Forth-Clyde l i n e . The l a t t e r , however, were soon 

to be caught between two o f f e n s i v e movements - the Angles pushing 

n o r t h i n t o B e r n i c i a and the Scots of D a l r i a d a pushing south along the 

F o r t h . 

I n 558, when A e l l e came to power i n D e i r a , I d a s e t out i n s e a r c h 

of new p a s t u r e s and new b a t t l e s ( l ) . His f i g h t i n g f o r c e was the new 

spearhead of A n g l i a n expansion; i t took what was undoubtedly a B r i t i s h 

stronghold a t Dinguaroy(2) - which A e t h e l f r i t h l a t e r gave to h i s w i f e 

Bebba, a f t e r whom i t became known as Hamburgh. Outigern, the B r i t i s h 

opponent of I d a , may have been the l o c a l r u l e r of the f o r t r e s s ( 3 ) . 

There i s no other recorded i n c i d e n t f o r the r&igns of I d a and h i s two 

immediate s u c c e s s o r s which cover the y e a r s to 579. 

The e a r l y 5 7 0 f s , on the other hand, were a p e r i o d of t u r m o i l among 

the north-western B r i t o n s . I n 573 was fought the b a t t l e of Ardderyd 

( A r t h u r e t ) ( 4 ) which passed i n t o b a r d i c t r a d i t i o n as one of the g r e a t 

c o n f l i c t s of the s i x t h c e n t ury. The Annales Cambriae s t a t e t h a t i t 

was fought between Peredur and Gurgi, on tike one s i d e , and Gwenddolau 

who was t h e i r c o u s i n , on the other; H.M.Chadwick c o n s i d e r e d t h a t 

Dunawd, another c h i e f t a i n of the l i n e of Coel Hen, may have i n t e r v e n e d 

( 1 ) A c c e p t i n g the r e v i s e d chronolgy, which w i l l be the b a s i s o f the 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f o l l o w i n g pages. (2)M.G.H. i U A . x i i i . p p . 2 0 5 . 2 0 6 . 
( 3 ) I b i d , p . 2 0 5 . (4)J.W.A.Ithel, Annales Cambriae, R o l l s Lond.1860.p.5* 
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on the side of Peredur and GurgI, but could f i n d no evidence to 
connect Riderch of Strathclyde w i t h the c o n f l i c t ( l ) . W.R.Gourlay 
associated not only Riderch but also Maelgwn of Gwynedd w i t h i t ( 2 ) , 
but Maelgwn was now dead and the bardic poem on the b a t t l e , as i t now 
stands i s a c o n f l a t i o n of two separate poems(3). H.Barnes drew a t t e n t i o n 
to the s t r a t e g i c importance of the h i l l s around A r t h u r e t -

"commanding the fords of the r i v e r Esk and the road over them 
from Cumberland i n t o Scotland (4) -

and W.R.Gourlay advances the suggestion t h a t Gwenddolau may have been 
considering a rapprochment w i t h the Angles(5). While there i s no 
evidence f o r t h i s the suggestion i s i n t e r e s t i n g ; something must have 
sparked o f f the years of concentrated f i g h t i n g w i t h the Angles of 
Bernicia which began i n the years f o l l o w i n g 579. 

The H i s t o r i a Brittonum gives the f o l l o w i n g account of the f i r s t 
phase of t h i s fighting(c.579-c.590); 

"Hussa regnavit annis septem; contra i l i u m quattuor reges Urbgen 
et Riderchhen et Guallanc et Morcant dimicaverunt. Deodric contra 
i l i u m Urbgen cum f i l i i s dimicabat f o r t i t e r , i n i l l o autem tempore 
aliguando hostes, nftnc cives vincebantur e t ipse c o n c l u s i t eos 
t r i b u s diebus et noctibus i n insula Metcaud et dum era t i n expedit-
ione, iugulat&s est Morcanto destinante pro i n v i d i a , quia i n ipso 
prae omnibus regibus v i r t u s maxima er a t i n s t a u r a t i o n e b e l l i N M 6 ) . 

Clearly, a new phase of Anglian aggression must have caused the B r i t i s h 
princes to submerge t h e i r r i v a l r i e s i n a un i t e d campaign which must 

(1)Growth of L i t e r a t u r e , vol.I.pp.107.123-32. (2)The B a t t l e of A r t h u r e t , 
P.& G.Antiq.Soc.xvi.1951.pp.104-112. (3)A.O.H.Jarman. Ymddiddan Mffrddin 
a T h a l i e s i n , C a r d i f f 1951. (4)On the b a t t l e of Ardderyd, C.& W.Antiq— 
Soc.vlii.1908.pp.256-246(p.256). (5)Ibid,p.108. (6)M.G.H. ATA.xiii.p.206. 
N.K.Chadwick, S.E.B.C.p.75 considers t h i s p a r t i s a n treatment of Urbgen 
an argu/ment f o r Rhun map Urbgen's authorship of the o r i g i n a l nucleus 
of the northern m a t e r i a l . 
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have ta$en considerable organis i n g . This f i g h t i n g took place during 
the reigns of the two Bernician kings, Hussa(579-586) and Theodoric 
(586-593). The order of succession of these two men i s u n c e r t a i n , hut 
the H i s t o r i a Brlttonum indicates t h a t they r u l e d i n the order j u s t 
given. The chronological r e v i s i o n of these years shows t h a t the 
f i g h t i n g was much more concentrated than the datings pr e v i o u s l y 
suggested(l). The assasination of Urbgen was followed immediately 
almost by the t e r r i f i c onslaught of A e t h e l f r i t h . 

To consider f u r t h e r , however, t h i s f i r s t phase of the intense 
f i g h t i n g ; K.H.Jackson has suggested that the besieging of Theodoric 
on Lindisfarne i s an index of the weakness and smallness of the 
Bernician colony at that date{2). I t must be r e c a l l e d , however, t h a t 
Hussa was opposed by an a l l i a n c e of four B r i t i s h kings a c t i n g together, 
in c l u d i n g Urbgen of Rheged and Riderch of Strathclyde, each of whom 
alone may w e l l have been the equal of Hussa, and that Theodoric was 
besieged not only be Urbgen and Morcant but by a whole host of.other 
kings in c l u d i n g Gwallauc again and Dunawd - i f the poem on the death 
of Urbgen, a t t r i b u t e d to Llywarch Hen,is to be t r u s t e d ( 3 ) . 

Further, the h i s t o r i c a l poems of T a l i e s i n show t h a t there was 
f a i r l y widespread f i g h t i n g w i t h the Angles, and th a t aggression was not 
wholly the weapon of the B r i t o n s ( 4 ) . 

These T a l i e s i n poems are eulogies t o Urien(UrbgenI, to h i s son 

(1) On the o r i g i n a l dating Theodoric reigned(572-579) and Hussa(585-592) . 
(2) Language and History,p.215. (5)C.L.H.pp.11-19. eg.stanzas 57.39. 
(4)Translations of a l l the f o l l o w i n g poems from which quotations are 
given are to be found i n f u l l i n Appendix I I . These poems are of pre at 
i n t e r e s t f o r the information, coloured though i t be, which they a f f o r d 
of the l i v e s and couits of some of the northern c h i e f t a i n s of c.580 
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Owain, and to Gwallauc. The poems concerning the l a t t e r are obscure 
of meaning and d i f f i c u l t to t r a n s l a t e , and the main body of the poems 
centre around Urien. 

Urien i s described by the poet i n the f o l l o w i n g ways:-
"Uryen y r echwyd. haelaf dyn bedydT 
"Urien of the Erechwyd(fresh water) - most b o u n t i f u l C h r i s t i a n 
man (1) . 
"eurteyrn gogled arbenhic teyrned. 
"golden king of the north - c h i e f of princes v(2). 

The poet speaks of -
*Vared melynawr yn neuad* 
"The splendour of gold i n the h a l l ( 3 ) " -

and t e l l s that -
*Ar vn blyned vn yn darwed 
gwin a mall a mad. A gwrhyt diassed 
Ac eilewyd gorot. a h e i t am vereu 
ae pen ffuneu Ae tec gwyduaeu* 

"In a single year there was one who was a fo u n t a i n 
Of wine and malt and mead - payment f o r valour: 
And bands of poets, and a host around the s p i t , 
T.7ith t h e i r diadems and t h e i r f a i r thronesX4) . 

Urien I s -
« glyw r e g e t H 

"the r u l e r of Rheged(5). 
" lyw k a t r a e t h t r a maeu* 
"the r u l e r of Catraeth beyond the plains*(6) . 
"d i f f r e i d a w c yn aeronV 
" defender i n Aeron(7). 

He dwells -
i n - "llewenyd 11a t re i t . * 

" g l i t t e r i n g Llwyfennydd(8) • 

(l ) C ^ . p . 3 . 1 i n e 1. (2)C > LT 1p.3.1ine 26. (3)C.T.p.9.line 21. (4)C.T.D 5 
l i n e s 1-4. ( 5 ) 0 ^ . p. 2. l i n e 27. (6)C.T.p.9.TI5e 9. (7)C.T.p.9 l i n e 
(8)0.T.p.12.line 8. U — p , y , l i n e 2 o * 



Much of Urien's career remains obscure, despite the i n f o r m a t i o n 
afforded by the poems - which were not intended to serve as h i s t o r i c a l 
documents. The s i t e s of several of h i s b a t t l e s - eg. those at H i r e u r e r , 
Gadleu, Aberioed, and Pencoed(l) - are unknown. The huts of Brewyn(2) 
may be the Roman s t a t i o n of Bremium(High Rochester) on the Wall. There 
appear to have been one or two skirmishes at the f o r d of A l c l u t 
(Dumbarton) ( 3 ) ; here TJrien f i g h t s a b a t t l e there while elsewhere 
Urien's son, Owain, i s said to have fought a b a t t l e i n the f o r d of 
Dumbarton(4). I n t h i s l a s t i n c i d e n t , Owain appears to be involved i n 
a series of c a t t l e r a i d s * Many of the c o n f l i c t s i n the poems may have 
been skirmishes among the Britons themselves, and very o f t e n l i t t l e 
more than h o s t i l i t i e s exchanged during a c a t t l e r a i d . 

Not a l l were such, however; one of the Dumbarton b a t t l e s was 
between Urien and U l f , an Angle 
^mynan e i g y l edyl g w r t h r y t . 

l l e t r u d a gyfranc ac vlph yn r y t * 
"The Angles p l o t a h o s t i l e purpose -
the bloody c o n f l i c t w i t h U l f at the ford*(5) 

This i s a d i f f i c u l t poem, and i n Appendix I I only l i n e s 11-29 are 
tr a n s l a t e d . I n the l i s t of b a t t l e s i n the poem there i s a reference to 
the f o r d at Dumbarton, and i t i s reasonable to assume t h a t the b a t t l e 
w i t h U l f at the f o r d took place there also and i s probably the one 
r e f e r r e d t o , U l f i s c l e a r l y w i t h the Angles; the name Ulph i s not 
B r i t i s h nor i s i t from the Roman Ulpius(6) which would give Ylph(7) -

(l)C.T.p.7.1ines 22-25. (2)C.T.p.7.line 22. ( 3 ) 0 ^ . p . 7 . l i n e 21. 
(4) This poem i s not i n (VT. I t has a d i f f i c u l t and obscure t e x t - J. 
Morris-Jones, Taliesin,p.l99 - possibly a sign of a n t i q u i t y . Text i n 
W.P.Skene, The Four Ancient Books of Wales, E d i n . l 8 6 8 . I I . p . l 6 2 . 
(5) 0 ^ . 7 . l i n e s 28-29. ( 6 ) 0 ^ . 6 5 . (7)1 am indebted to Professor K H 
Jackson f o r t h i s p o i n t . ' ' 



and there i s the d i r e c t reference to the Angles. The poem asserts t h a t -

'•yny doeth vlph yn t r e i s ar y alon. 
hyny doeth vryen yn edyd yn aeron. 
ny bu k y f e r g y r y a t ny bu gynnwys? 

" U n t i l U l f v i o l e n t l y attacked h i s enemies, 
U n t i l Urien came i n h i s day to Aeron, fc 

There was no c o n f l i c t - there was no d e s i r e ( f o r one)(1). 
Taken together, these pieces of evidence suggest th a t some aggression 
by U l f , w i t h the Angles, was the cause of wenewed warfare between the 
Angles and the B r i t o n s ; i f the b a t t l e did take place at Dumbarton i t 
was fought i n the heart of B r i t i s h t e r r i t o r y . 

There are several a l l u s i o n s to general warfare w i t h the Angles. 
gnawt e i g y l heb waessaf. am teyrn glewhaf 
I t i s customary f o r the Angles to be without pledged on 
account of the most courageous k i n g ( 2 ) . 

The Angles appear to be the men of Lloegr; 
" lloegrwys ae gwydant pan ymadrodant. 
agheu a gawssant a mynych godyant. 
l l o s c i eu i r e f r e t a dwyn eu tudet 
ac eimwnc c o l l e t a mawr agh y f f r e t 
heb g a f f e l gwaret rac vryen reget. N N 

" The men of Lloegr t e l l about him when they t a l k w i t h one another: 
Death they obtained and frequent vexation, 
The burning of t h e i r homesteads and the carrying away of t h e i r 

garments, 
And frequent loss and great s u f f e r i n g , 
Without obtaining deliverance from Urien of Rheged(3). 

I t i s the broad host of Lloegr which f i g h t s w i t h Plamdwyn(4) . 
The poems of T a l i e s i n do not r e f e r d i r e c t l y to e i t h e r Hussa or 

Theodoric, but they do contain a l l u s i o n s to Urien's struggle w i t h a 
c e r t a i n Plamdwyn - the Flame Bearer. I t i s not absolutely c e r t a i n t h a t 
(1)C.T.p.7.lines 11-13. (2)C.T.p.3.line 20. (3)C.T.p.3.1ines 9-13. 
(4)C.T.p.l2.Hne 13. 
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Flamdwyn was an Angle, but h i s prominence, and the B r i t i s h custom of 

g i v i n g the Bernician r u l e r s nicknames, in d i c a t e s t h a t he was one of 
the successors of Ida. He i s , moreover, the leader of the men of Lloegr 
who are c e r t a i n l y not Britons and who seem to be Angles; poem I I I 
discusses the men of Lloegr and the Angles i n almost the same b r e a t h ( l ) . 
One of the best preserved poems i s devoted to an account of a single 
b a t t l e between Urien w i t h h i s son Owain and the Flame Bearer; 

"E Bore duw sadwrn kat uawr a uu. 
or pan dwyre heul hyt pan gynnu. 
dygrysswys flamdwyn yn petwar l l u . 
godeu a reget y ymdullu 
dyuwy o argoet hyt arvynyd * 
"In the morning of the day of Saturday there was a great b a t t l e , 
From the time when the sun r i s e s u n t i l i t sets: 
Flamdwyn hastened i n four h o s t s i 
Godeu and Rheged were mustering 
to Dyfwy, from Argoed(the f o r e s t ) to Arvynyd(before the mountain)(20 

Flamdwyn demanded hostages which Owain refused to g i v e , c a l l i n g 
Flamdwyn %he scourge of the east(3) - which confirms the view t h a t 
Flamdwyn was an Angle, and Urien exhorted the Britons t o attack; 

"A rac gweith argoet l l w y f e i n 
"by llawer k e l e i n . 

Rudei v r e i n rac r y f e l gwyrT 
"And i n f r o n t of Argoed L l f y f e i n ( t h e forested region) 
There were many corpses. 
The ravens were crimson because of the warfare of men(4). 

The poem does not make clear who won the b a t t l e , but i t obviously 
% 
implies v i c t o r y to the Britons. The poem, The Death-Song of Qwain, 
contains the l i n e -
(l)C.T.p.3. (2)C.T.p.6.1ines 1-5. (5)C.T.p.6.line 9. (4)0.T.p.6.lines 20—22. 
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"Pan ladawd Owein fflamdwyn? 
'When Owain slew Flamdwyn: 

Or When Flamdwyn slew Owain°(l). 
I t i s quite impossible t o t e l l which i s the correct sense of t h i s l i n e . 

The i d e n t i t y of Flamdwyn i s uncertain; Ida i s out of the question, 
and A e t h e l f r i t h ' s nickname was Flesaur(the T w i s t e r ) ( 2 ) . I f Flamdwyn i s 
to be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a Bernician ruj.er, as seems l i k e l y and as most 
scholars have thought, he must have been e i t h e r Hussa or Theodoric. 
Further than t h i s i t i s r e a l l y impossible to go except by pure 
conjecture. I f the l i n e above could d e f i n i t e l y be t r a n s l a t e d - When 
Flamdwyn slew Owain - then Flamdwyn must have been Theodoric, f o r 
Owain was s t i l l a l i v e when his f a t h e r was s l a i n ( 3 ) , and Urien perished 
while f i g h t i n g Theodoric. Theodoric must have carved a peputation of 
some importance i n the no r t h f o r he appears to have been remembered i n 
t h e P i c t i s h king l i s t s as D e c t o t r 1 i c ( 4 ) . 

Despite the ambiguity of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , the relev a n t passage 
i n the H i s t o r i a Brlttonum indicates that these in c i d e n t s of f i g h t i n g 
between the Britons and the Angles should be dated c.579-590. They 
culminated i n the besieging of Theodoric on Lindisfarne by Urien, 
Owain, Rhun - another of Urien fs sons, Dunawd, Gwallauc, Morcant, and 
others. The best source f o r the subsequent assasination of Urien from 
the p o i n t of view of d e t a i l i s the lament on Urieris death, a t t r i b u t e d 
to Llywarch Hen. There appears to have been a pitched b a t t l e between 

(l)C.T.p.l2.1ine 12. (2)M.G.H. A.A.xiii.p.206. (3)C.L.H.pp.11-19. 
stanza 37. (4)*.F.Skene, P.& S. Edin 1867.p.6. " 
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Urien and h i s sons on one side and the other princes of the Coel Hen 

l i n e on the o t h e r ( l ) . 
The poems which have survived about Gwallauc are corrupt and 

obscure. Only one, poem X l / , i s of use from a h i s t o r i c a l p o i n t of 
view. This l i s t s Gwallauc's b a t t l e s , and l i k e those of Urien, many 
are u n i d e n t i f i a b l e ; the moor of Ter r a ( 2 ) , the land of Bretrwyn(3)* 
the wood of B e i t h ( o f the w i l d boars) ( 4 ) . He d i d f i g h t i n Aeron(5), 
and at Pencoed(6), where one of Urien's c o n f l i c t s took place. I n f a c t , 
Gwallauc's b a t t l e s were waged over a wide f i e l d ; 

'•ymprydein yn e i d i n yn adeueawc 
yg gafran yn aduan brecheinawc? 

* I n P i c t l a n d , i n Edinburgh, i n Adefeawc (?•), 
I n Gafran, i n the land of Brechinawc (*7) (8) . 

There i s 'an i n t e r e s t i n g reference to -
*kat ygwenfcteri ac e s t y g i l l o y g y r * M 

"A b a t t l e i n Gwensteri(9) and the subduing of Lloegr(10)s 
but perhaps the most t a n t a l i s i n g i s -

'•gognaw ybrot digones". 
"He d i d a provoking at Y o r k ( l l ) . 

I f ybrot i s an e a r l y form of Ybrauc, the poem was w r i t t e n down i n the 
eighth century before -o- had become -au-; at some stage i n t r a n s c r i p t ­
i o n the f i n a l c has been misread as t ( l 2 ) . I f the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s 
c o r r e c t , t h i s i s the one reference to a c o n f l i c t i n the v i c i n i t y of 
York, and Gwallauc, whose t e r r i t o r i e s are unknown, i s found waging 
war from Deira t o the F i r t h of Forth and beyond. 
(l)C.L.H.pp.11-19. stanzas 37-46. St*.32-35 imply Rhun's plteence. 
iftJuTTTy.13.lln6 30. ( g ) l h i d , i i n e 18. ( 4 ) I b i d , l i n e 24. < 5 ? 5 i d ! l i l i n e s 21-

.T.p.14 
— l i n e 1 

and p.94. (12)I~am indebted to Professor Jackson _for~thia*information. 

22.(6)0.T.p.14.line 38. T7jTn Forfarshire ^"cTP.N.S.D.IIP TRTr T U 
lines 41=2. (9)lit.whlte r i v e r s . <I0)C^.p.l37IIneT>8. (11)IbiTTliSe 17 

http://iftJuTTTy.13.lln6
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The s i t u a t i o n immediately f o l l o w i n g the death of Urien appears 
to have been one of d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . I t cannot have been long before 
the death of Theodoric i n 593 brought the t e r r i b l e A e t h e l f r i t h to 
power, a man whom the Welsh remembered as a c a n n i b a l ( l ) . Personally 
he may have been no worse than his predecessors, but he was a more 
successful w a r r i o r ; 

"His temporibus regno Nordanhymbrorum p r a e f u i t rex f o r t i s s i m u s 
et g l o r i a e cupidissimus A e d i l f r i d , qui plus omnibus Anglorum 
primatibus gentem ua s t a u i t Brettonum...Nemo enim I n t r i b u n i s , 
nemo i n regibus plures eorum t e r r a s , exterminatis u e l subiugatis^ 
I n d l g e n i s , aut t r i b u t a r i e s g e n t i Anglorum, aut h a b i t a b i l e s f e c i t ( 2 ) . 

Gwallauc perished v i o l e n t l y , i f t r a d i t i o n may be t r u s t e d -
"Ny buum l i e l i a s gwallauc 
mab goholheth t e i t h i a u c . 
attwod l l o e g i r mab LleynnacT 

" l have not been to the place of the slaying of Gwallauc, 
Son of a prince, of r i g h t f u l q u a l i t i e s , 
The calamity of Lloegr, the son of Lleennauc*(3). 

Riderch of Strathclyde, a nervous wreck, l i v e d out his l a s t years i n 
constant fear of a v i o l e n t death. King Dunawd, according to the Annales 
Cambriae, died i n 595. How long Owain survived h i s fa t h e r i s u n c e r t a i n ; 
i f Theodoric slew him he was dead by 593 - but whenever he died, the 
court of Rheged appears i n Llywarch's poem on Urien Ts death as a scene 
of u t t e r desolation. C e r t a i n l y no new leader of the Coel l i n e appeared; 
i f the Rhun, son of Urbgen, who i s said to have baptised Edwin(4), i s 
Rhun, son of Urien of Rheged, then he had e v i d e n t l y entered the Church. 

This i s not the whole s t o r y , however, f o r , because of the 

(l)C.Plummer, B.O.H. Oxford 1896.vol.II.p.64. (2)H.E.I»54. The t e x t 
used here, and i n a l l quotations from Bede i s t h a t of Plummer B.O.H. 
v o l . 1 . (3)The Stanzas of the Graves x i x , from the B.B.C. W.P.Skene* " 
Four Ancient Books of Wales,vol.II.p.55. (4)M.G.H. A T A . x i i i . p . 2 0 7 / 



s u r v i v a l of an ancient poem i n a single MS., i t i s known that the 
Britons made a l a s t desperate e f f o r t to shatter the growing Anglian 
power. The peem i s the Godod^in of A n e u r i n ( l ) . I n the poems of Ta l i e s i n 
the court of Urien was depicted, w i t h i t s g l i t t e r i n g g o l d , diadems 
and f a i r thrones surrounded by the tumult of stamping horses and wide 
armies i n b r i g h t blue armour; i n the Gododdin the court i s t h a t of 
Mynyddawg Minvaur(the Mountainous One of Great Wealth), king of the 
Brythons(Britons), at Din Eidyn or Caer Eidyn(Edinburgh) from where 
he r u l e d the Gododdin land - the o l d V o t a d i n i t e r r i t o r y and the 
d i s t r i c t of Manau which had once been r u l e d by Cunedda. Some three 
hundred picked warriors feasted and t r a i n e d f o r a year a t h i s court 
before marching against the Angles of Deira and Bernicia; they were 
wealthy, nominally C h r i s t i a n , and l i v e d only f o r the f u r y o f the f i g h t ; 
they possessed clothes of many colours, gold ornaments and enamelled 
weapons. Allusions i n the poem show the wide area from which these 
warriors were r e c r u i t e d ; from Aruon(Aeron) ( 2 ) , from Elved(Elmet)(3), 
from Gwynedd i n Wales (4) and Rywonyawe (Snowdonia) ( 5 ) , from beyond 
mount Bannauc(6)- ie.from P i c t l a n d , and from .Strathclyde(7). Two l i n e s 
r t f f e r to the heathen, the I r i s h , and the Picts among the B r i t i s h ranks 
( 8 ) . This cream of m i l i t a r y prowess marched against the men o f Lloegr(9) 
the men o f "deivyr a brennyeh"- Deira and B e r n i c i a ( l O ) , and they 

( 1 ) I . W i l l i a m s , C.A. C a r d i f f 1938. There i s a t r a n s l a t i o n , though not 
a completely s a t i s f a c t o r y one, by E.Anwyl, The Book of A n e i r i n , Trans. 
of the Soc. of Cymmrodorion, 1909-10.pp.95-136. (2)C.A.line 1182. 
(3)C.A.line 1179. (4)C.A.line 920. (5)0.A« l i n e 1077TT6) C.A. line'255. 
(7)C.A.line 1186ff. Nei & Nuithon are Strathclyde names. T§)C.A l i n e s 
475.492. (9)C.A.line 671. (lO)C.A.line 50. 1 
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encountered the enemy at Catraeth, i n land which had once belonged 
to Urien of Rheged. The Britons were routed and only one man survived 
the c o n f l i c t - according to t r a d i t i o n ( l ) • 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the b a t t l e of Catraeth depends on when and 
where i t was fought. Elmet was s t i l l a u n i t which suggests a pre-620 
date* the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of Clytno, whose son fought at Catraeth, w i t h 
Clinog e i t i n of the genealogies, and Llywarch, whose son also fought, 
w i t h Llywarch Hen, points to a date c.600 i f these i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 
are c o r r e c t ( 2 ) . No personal English names are given. The poem!s 
evidence must be f i t t e d i n t o the known framework of developments, and 
a date c.600 does seem most probable. The p r e v a i l i n g opinion i s t h a t 
Catraeth was fought at C a t t e r i c k , or i n the immediate v i c i n i t y ( 3 ) -
and t h a t i t was -

'< a desperate attempt to drive back the growing Delran power 
while Bernicia was s t i l l weak H(4). 

How f a r t h i s l a t t e r comment represents a correct i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s 
uncertain; i t i s to be r e l a t e d to the view t h a t the siege of Theodoric 
on Lindisfarne i s a sign of Bernician weakness, when, i n f a c t , the 
odds against Theodoric were several to one. The Bernician army was the 
vanguard of Anglian advance, now under A e t h e l f r i t h . The poem^ shows 
that both Deirans and Bernicians a l l i e d together against the B r i t o n s ; 
Perhaps when A e t h e l f r i t h saw himself faced by another B r i t i s h c o a l i t i o 
he p r o f i t e d from the experience of previous reigns and turned to 

(1)C.A. l i n e s 694.702. ^ C ^ A . l i n e s 416.560. (3)K.H. Jackson, The Gododi 
of Aneurin, Antiq.xiii.1959.pp.25-57. (4)Ibid,p.27. 
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the Deirans f o r assistance(1). 
I n support of t h i s view - t h a t Bernicia was f a r and away the 

main t h r e a t by c.600 - i t should be noted t h a t Bede states t h a t i t 
was concern s p e c i f i c a l l y at A e t h e l f r i t h T s a c t i v i t i e s which l e d Aedan 
of Dalriada to attack him; t h i s was i n 604 while A e t h e l f r i t h was s t i l l 
r u l e r only of Bernicia and when there i s a suspicion t h a t the Deiran 
r u l e r was i n league against him(2), and A e t h e l f r i t h , w i t h a small but 
doubtless f i r s t - c l a s s army defeated the immense forces of Aedan -

11 Unde motus eius profectibus Aedan rex Scottorum qui 
B r i t t a n i a m i n h a b i t a n t , u e n i t contra eum cum immenso 
ac f o r t i e x e r c i t u , sed cum paucis u i c t i s a u f u g i t . . . 
i n loco celeberrimo, qui d i c i t u r Degsas t a n . . ( 3 ) . 

This passage would seem to d i s p e l any doubts concerning the f i g h t i n g 
strength of the Bernician army. 

With the defeat o f the Gatraeth army, B r i t i s h resistance seems 
to have evapoyfrated. Slowly the Northumbrians spread over north-west 
B r i t a i n ; A e t h e l f r i t h penetrated to Chester(4); Edwin subjected "omnes 
B r i t t a n i a e f i n e s t t ( 5 ) and took possession of the Mevanian i s l a n d s ( 5 ) ; 
these a c t i v i t i e s brought the Northumbrians up against the Welsh kings 
who were f i n a l l y crushed at Winwaed i n 656 by 0swiu(6). 

The Bernician f r o n t i e r probably reached the P i r t h of Forth under 

( l ) I f Hering was r u l e r of Deira from 598, and i f he was a t r a i t o r to 
A e t h e l f r i t h i n 604, perhaps the Deiran leader who aided A e t h e l f r i t h at 
Oatraeth i s more l i k e l y to have been Prithuwald, which would date the 
b a t t l e to 593-98 - but t h i s i s purely speculative. (2)Two Saxon Chrons. 
I.p.21. (3)ILE.I.34. (4)H.E.II.2. A , T . R e g . C e l t . x r i i . p / l 7 l . (5 l i . E . 11.9. 
Nennius records t h a t he destroyed Emmet, between the Aire and the 
Wharfe;M.G.H.A.A.3clli.p.2e6. (6)H.E.III.24. M.G.H.A.A.xiii.p. 208. The 
struggle between the Welsh and Northumbrians, which dominated Northum­
b r i a n p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y to 656, has been d e a l t w i t h a t le n g t h i n the 
M.A. t h e s i s - Northumbrian r e l a t i o n s etc. Durham 1960. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































