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INTRODUCTION

This study 1is concerﬁed with relationships between Celtic
Scotland and pre-Viking Northumbria,

In an earlier dissertation for the degree of Master of Arts,
a survey was made of military and political relatlionships between
Northumbria and the Celtic peoples of Strathclyde and Bcotland, c¢.500-
850. The present thesls, while devoting attention to a reconsideration
of the chronology of the Anglo-Saxon Conguest in Northumbria, is
primarily concerned with eccleslastical and artistic links.

The revised chronology of the Anglian conquest of Northumbria is

to be related to the revised chronology of Bede's Historia Eccleslastica

which has been inserted in the Appendices(Appendix I)(1l). The British
background 1s 1lluminated by the historical bardic poems of Tallesin
and, while extracts from these poems have been quoted in the text, the
complete poems, text and translation, have been imserted in the
Appendices (Appendix II), together with an important poem attributed to
Llywarch Hen.

The history of the early 6hurch in Scotland and Northumbria has
been retold several times but often with a considerable degree of bias
and the true plcture often distorted to serve a private theory or a
personal prejudlice., An attempt has been made to correct certsin

chronological errors, to set developments and personalities - Columba,

(1)Both chronological studies are to be published in the Inglish
Higtorical Review. -




Paullnus, Aldan, Wiifrid ~ in their proper perspective, and to unravel
the traditions which 1lluminate the early history of St.Andrews - one
of the leading cultural centres of early Scotland.

The Church in North Britain in the pre-Viking period has
bequeathed a legacy of stone monuments and illuminated manuscripts to
posterity through which an approximate idea of cultural boundaries and
artistic relationships may be gained. There remains so much uncertainty
among art historians with regard to the origins and homes of the
manuscripts and the typology and chronology of the monuments that
a final assegsment is not yet possible. Nevertheless, certain
featuepes of both manuscripts and monuments permit tentative hypotheses
with regard to origins, date and relationships; it would appear that
while manuscript i1llumination suggests a common culture in North
Britain and Ireland, the evidence of monumental sculpture indicates
that this apparent common culture 1s only a veneer which covers but
does not hide the deep=rooted individualities and linguistic amd tribal
separatisn.

The period ¢.500-875 was a time when North Britain was in the
melting pot; aftep 875 the situation worsened with the Viking irruptions
and the addition of further warrior groups to the northern écene. This
was primarily the age of the shield and battle-axe. Despite the
Conversion and the eighth century renaissance, the great‘age of the
Church was to be the period 071050—1600 - and in the period with which
this study is concerned this was a long time ahead. This point 1s worth

stressing since the pre-occupation of this study with the Church and
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art relationships may glve an erroneus impression of ﬁhé-climate# of

civilisation in North Britain in the pre-Viking period. Care has been
taken, nevertheless, to avbhd as much as possible any duplication of

material contalned in fthe previous dissertation.

Professor K.H.Jackson gulded the work on the Historia Brittonum ,

the Church in Scotland, and the poems of Taliesin and his
contemporaries; but the conclugions on the nature and trends of the
Anglian Conquest, and the evaluatlion of individual ecclesiastical
personalities do not necessarily reflect Professor Jackson's views.
Similarly, Migs R.Cramp, who supervised and directed the work on art
relationships, 1s not %o be held responsible for every opinion
expressed. To both Professor Jackson and liss Cramp the present writer

is very grateful for their help and guidance.
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ANGLO-SAXON AND CELT IN NORTH BRITAIN DURING THE YEARS OF

CONQUEST.

1.
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(1)The value of the Historia Brittonum for the origins of Northumbris,
together with a chronological revision of the regnal years of the
earliest Northumbrian kings.

It 1is now believed that no extant veréion represents the original

form of the Historia Brittonum; the many MSS. which exist of this

work have to be put togétheh to form a composite whole(1l).

Nennius(2) 1is not named in the earliest MSS; the 2 recension
(Chartres 98), an imperfect fragment of ¢.900, describes 1tself only
as a set of extracts made by the son of Urbagen from the book of St.
Germanus (3). The Vatican recension(Vat.Ref.964 M), of the eleventh
century, ascribes itself %o Mark, a British bishop(4). Mark went to
Gaul ¢.850-873 and in supplying Heiric of Auxerre with information
about St.Germanus among the Britons for Heiric's pPOpOéed Life of
Germanus told him of the existence of British written records of
Germanus (5). He could have been referring either to the Historia
or to the book of Germanus, one of the sources of the Historia . No
doubt this Vatican recension is the work of Mark(6) - and this suggests
that he wasiprobably referring to the Historia itself. The Harleian MS.
H.3859, of ¢.1100, contains no note of authorship.

It is the twelfth century Cambridge group of manuseripts which
(1) The Historia Brittonum has been edited by T.Mommsen, M.G.H. A.A. xiii
Pt.I. Berlin 1894.pp.111-222; % by F.Lot, Nennius et 1'HiStoria
Brittonum, Paris 1934. (20The original form of the name was Nemniuus:
T.Wililams, Notes on Nennius, B.B.C.S.vii.1933-35.pp.580-3809 (p.381).

(3)Ed. F.Lot, Ibid,pp.227-23%1. (4)Ed. W.Gunn, The Historia Brittonum ,
Lond.1819. (5)W.K.Chadwick, Early Culture and Learning in North Wales,
S.E.B.C. Cambridge 1958.pp.104-08.112, (6)The surviving MS., however,
1s based on a copy of 943-44; I.Williams, Mommsen and the Vatican
Nennius, Bo Bo Co S . Xi. 194lopp045"480
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contain thé ﬁrologue and the attribution to Nennius, who describes
himself as the author and as a dlsciple of Elvodugus(l). This latter
is believed to be the Elfoddw who is credited with having emended the
date of Baster among the Britons and who died in 809(2), which gives
a date for Nennius himself.

It 1s not easy to analyse the part played by Nennius in the

compiling of the Historia Brittonum or to date the production of the

work, In the genealogical tracts incorporated in the Historia the last
king named is Ecgferth of Mercia who reigned for a short time in 796(3);
but this does not necessarily mean that the Historia was put together
in 796 or even soon after that year, H.M.Chadwick argued from a.
reference to King Fernmail that an eérly recension of the work was
produced ¢.800(4), and I.Williams is of the similar opinion that there
was a pre-820 edition(5). The most that can really be said though

is that there maj have been a preliminary draft. It is difficult to
avold the conclusion that the most important date in the evolution of
the Historia was 829 which is given by the direct reference to the,
fourth year of King Merfyn and by calculations in a subsequent chapter

(6). If, in fact, the Historia Brittonum is to be set against the

background of the rise to power of Merfyn Vrych(7), 829 is obviously

a more intelligible date than c¢.800.It appears to be a valid

(1)M.G.H. A.A.xiii.p,143. I.Williams, The Nennian Preface, B.B.C.S.ix.
1937-39.pp.342-344. (2)N.K.Chadwick, ibid, S.E.B.C.p.44. (30W.0.H. A.A.
x111.p.204. (4)E,B.8. Cambridge 1954.p.25. (5JNotes on Nennius, B.B.0.S.
vii.p.387, (6)M.G.H. A.A.x1ii,pp.158, [ I.Williams, ibid,p.387,
(7)N.K.Chadwick, ibid, S.E.B.C.p.79ff. —
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hypothesis, since an early ninth century date is given for Nennius
by the reference to Elfoddw, to assume that it was Nennius who was
regsponsible for the compilation of the Historia in 839, with possibly
an earlier draft nearer c¢.800.

For the immediate concern of this study, however, it 1s not so

much the preclse date at which the Higtoria ‘Brittonum was put

together which is important as the dating_and analysis of gsome of the
material which was incorporated by Nennius in his work. Nennius higself
lists some of his sources; the chronicles of Jerome, Eusebius, Isidore,
Prosper, annals of the Irish and Saxons, and ancestral bradition(l),
and elsewhere he refers to material given him by the bishops Renchidus
and Elbobdus(2).

The Historia, however, can be broken up more minutely than this.
Fot the study of Northumbrian origins, two sections are of fundamental
importance; first, the set of Saxon genealogies, the latest name in
which dates to 796 and to which extracts have been added from the
second source(3), and secondly the tract now called the Northern
History(4)., There can be no doubt that the notes included in the
genealogies were extracted from this second tract, the Northern History.
It begins with Ida of Bernicia and ends with the death of Cuthbert in
687 and consists of British material blended with extracts from Bede's

Historia Eccleslastica but still pro-British in sympathy - there is

(1)M,G.H, A,A.x11i,p.143. (2)Ibid,p.207. (5)Ibid,pp.202-205. (4)IBid,
pp0205-208. —————
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obvious joy in tﬁe outcome of Nechtanesmere. This blending was not

done before 737 for the list, order, and regnal years of the kings

of Bernicia are identical with the Moore Memoranda list which dates

to 737(1); the blender, in fact, has used the same version, and as he
had access to Northumbrian materlal in this instance he was also
probably the man who extracted passages from Bede. There is no evidence

elsewhere in the Historia Brittonum that Nennius knew the Historia

Ecclesiastica and so the blending had probably been done by someone

between 737 and ¢.800-839,

This post-737 writer, therefore, possessed a body of British
material which dealt with the wars of the Northumbrlans with the
north Britons and subsequently with the Welsh. The important issue
is the actual age of this British material. The reference to the
nine year reign of Ecgfrith of Northumbria is of no assistance since
this 1s probably the result of an error - the misreading of xiiii’
years as viiii years(2). Nevertheless, these British traditions are
much older than 737(3Q0; the royal nicknames of the Bernician kings
seem contemporary and must soon have been written down before they
became forgotten. The names Cunedag and Atbret, in these particular
forms are almost certainly seventh century. Birdeil 1s a seventh century
form of a Pictish name, and Urbgen might also be early - but this
(1)P.Hunter Blair, The Moore Memoranda on Northumbrisn History, Earl
Cultures of North West Europe, ed.C.Fox and B.Dickins, Cambridge 1950,
pp.2456-250. (2)H.M.Chadwlick, Origins of the English Nation,p.325.

(3)For guidance with the Historia Brittonum and particularly for the
following points I am indebted to Professor K.H,Jackson.




could be eighth century. There seems to be a nucleus of seventh
century British notes lying behind this Northern History; a simllar
set of notes or annals possibly lie behind the early section of the

Annales Cambriadl). H.M.Chadwick believed that a Strathclyde chronicle

existed in the eighth century, covering the years 550-750 and used by

the Annales Cambriae and the Northern History(2). The references in

the Historia to the writings of the son of Urbagen and to the baptism
of Edwin by Run map Urbagen suggest the possibility that Run was the
Run, son of Urbgén or Urien of Rheged who figures in the Northern
History, and that he made the original notes out of which the Northern
History grew, but this i1s difficult if not impossible to prove, and
his work must have been continued by others anyway. There were, of
course, several centres in the north in the seventh-eighth centuries

at which material concerning the Northumbrian-British wars could be

put together; N.K.Chadwick suggests two alternatives - Carlisle and
Candida Casa(Whithorn)(3) - to which Glasgow or Dumbarton may be added.

The Historia Brittonum is a complicated and interestingg source

which has not even yet yielded up all its secrets. The chapters on
Voftigern have recently been reviewed in a new light in a study, by
J«D.Bu'lock, which, though it needs %o be treated cautiously, points
nevertheless to new provocative lines of thought(4). It is the same
with the chapters which make up the Northern History. Here is a source
(1)N,K,Chadwick, ibid,S.E.B.C.p.686ff. (2)Growth of Literature, vol.I.

Cambridge 1932.p.148. (3)8.E.B.C.pp.60-73. (4)Vortigern and the Pill
of Eliseg, Antig.34.1960.pp.49-53, ° R
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which bears apparent internal evidence of a seventh century date of
origin. It deserves, therefore, the close attention due to material of
such antiquity, for this tract tells the historian a certain amount

of great value about the Northumbrian conquest and contains information
which enables an alternative chronology for the earliest Northumbrian

kings to be put forward.

The esrly kings who are sald to have ruled in Bernicia - from
Ida in 547 to Aethelfrith(59%-617)(1l) - were heathen princes about
whom little has survived in Northumbrian Christian tradition. Thelr
names, however, together with the lengths of their reigns, have been
preserved in several Northumbrian king lists, the oldest of which 1is

the 1list in the Moore MS. of Bede's Historia Ecclegiastica(2). This is

the 1list which was used by the post-737 writer who blended the Northern
History with extracts from Bede; it sets the succegclion and figures out
as followg -

Ids 12 vears, Glappa 1; Acdds 8; Aethelric 4; Theodoric 7; Frithuwald 6;
Fussa 7; Aethelfrith 24.

P.Hunter Blalr has dated the Moore 1list to 737, and has pointed out
that 1f all the regnal years of all the kings are added together and
subtracted from the year 737(end of Ceolwulf's reign) the @ate 547 isg
reached for the accesclon to power of Ida(3). On the basis of the

Moore figures the following dates are obtalned for these kings;-

(L)My revised dating; see Appendix I; The Chronology of Bede's Historia

Ecclesiastica . (2)P.Hunter Blair, Early Cultures of North West Burope,
pp.243-259.'TS)Ibid,p.247.




Ida(547-559); Glappa(859-560); Adda(560-568); Aethelric(568-572);
?heodoric(572-579) Prithuwald(579-585); Hussa(585-592); Aethelfrith
592-616)

P.Hunter Blalr accepts these dates except that he illogically begins

Aothelfrith's relgn in 593(1). Bede's Historia Ecclesiastica contains

evidence that the Moore list has ascribed one year too many to King
Ecgfrith and that in consequence all these flgures are one year
behind(2); Aethelfrith's accession date is indeed 593, but Ida's
should be 548, There is, however, evidence which suggests even

(

greater error with these early princes.

There is a Deiran king-~list incorporated in the Anglo-Saxon

Chronicle A under 560 and 588, In MSS.B & C of the Chronicle under

560 1t is stated that Aelle of Northumbria became king in that year
and reigned thirty winters(3). This entry reads like an extract from
an early list. So far as can be seen the list took the compiler off

the Chronicle no further than Aethelric who is saild to have succeeded

Aelle in 588 and to have reigned for five years; he ip represented

as having been succeeded by Aethelfrith actually in 593(4). It will be
recalled that the Moore list gave Aethelric only four years. It is
probable - as will be shown - that the Chronicler, whk has clearly
Jjuggled with the dates of Aelle(560-88 1s not thirgy years), put two
and two together and decided that 1f Aethelfrith succeeded in 593
Aethelric died that year, thereby reigning five years. Nevertheless,
(1)E.B.S.p.149. (2)8ee Appendix I for full discussion. (3)Earle &

Plummer, Two Saxon Chronicles Parallel vol.l.0xford 1892.p.18.n.1.
(4)Ibid, pp.20-21.




the chronicler was certainly using an early source for it is
difficult %o see how otherwise, writing c¢.892, he could have known
about Aethelric, an obscure prince to whim Bede makes no allusion.
The appearance of Aethelric in the Chronicle ruling from 588
gives rise to doubts concerning the order of the kings as given in
the Moore MS. P.Hunter Blair resolves the difficulty by creating two
Aethelrics - a Bernician one ruling 568-572 and a Deiran one reigning

588-593, Florence of Worcester. or whoever produced the Chronicon ex

Chronicils resorted to a similar solution by giving Aethelric two
years in Bernicla followed by five over Deilra,

Aethelric, therefore, presents a problem; so do certain other
kings. To preserve his dating, based on the Moore MS., P.Hunter Blair

has ignored all the British evidénce in the Historia Brittonum which,

he states, must be treated with some reserve(l). The Historla contains,
as already outlined, a post 737 work which used seventh century
British material with extracts from Bede and with an identical king list
to that in the Moore MS. The historian's faith in the Moore order of
succession must be shaken by the appearance of Aethelric in 588
ingtead of 568 and he will turn with interest to indications of an
entirely different order of succession in the British material used
by the post-737 writer.

The quthern History gives the following important facts;

(1)It implies that Hussa reigned before Theodoric. The

(1)E.B.S.p.152.
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British chleftains, Urbgen, Riderch, Gwallauc, and Morcant appear

to be represented as fighting first against Hussa and then Urbgen and
Morcant at least are involved in a subsequent campaign against
Theodoric(l).

(1i)Frithuwald is stated to have been reigning.at the time
of the Augustine mission(597)(1). Prithuwald cannot have reigned,
therefore, from 579-585. There are no grounds - apart from rigid
adherence to the Moore list - for doubting the authenticity of this

note. Bede, in the De Temporum Ratione, got hold of a confused account

of such a tradition as this and represented Aelle as being allive in
597(2). Aelle, however, died in 588.

(111)Aethelfrith is stated to have ruled twelve years in
Bernicia and then twelve years over both Bernicia and Deira(l). These
periods would be respectively 593-605 and 605-617,

The significance of this is at once apparent., If PFrithuwald was
reigning c.597 he must have been king in Deira because at that time
Aethelfrith was king in Bernicia. It is interesting to note that
Roger of Wendover has a faintly lingering glimmer of the true facts

when he writes,

-

" Fretewlfus regnavit in Deira vii annis (3);
subsequently this i1s adjusted to Bernicia(4).

Two kings, therefore, on the evidence of the Northern Hisﬁory
and a whisp of tradition in Wendover were reigning together ¢.597,

(1)M.G.H. A.A.x1i1,p.206. (2)Ibid,p.309. (30Flores Historiarum, ed.
H.R.Iuard; Rolls London 1890.vol.l.p.276. (4)1bid,p.277.
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