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SUMMARY

Religious beliefs are shaped and sustained by the day-to-day social
relations of the believer, whose actions they also constrain and direct.
Conversion to Methodism entailed a radical ethical transformation of the
believer's life and produced personal qualities suited to working class
political leadership.

The beliefs of Methodism and ethical individualism have an affinity
with liberalism and predisposed the Methodists to reject notions of class
conflict. MNonconformist coal-owners and their managers shared religious
beliefs with the Methodists and patronised chapel and village activities.
Paternalism was underpinned by relative prosperity at the end of the
nineteenth century. The Methodist trade union leadership also shared
economic (liberal) views and political (Liberal) loyalties with the
ownership and management.

The Methodist leadership was compliant - but not submissive - but
it became less acceptable to working men as reciprocal relations broke
down between ownership and union leaders in the early iwentieth century.

A radical tradition was found. Its representatives owed none of
their beliefs to Methodism. Nonetheless within the chapel they
rediscovered a radical working class tradition with Biblical roots.
They were rejected by the majority of Methodists when they were seen
to be pacifist{s and socialists.

We found that Methodism was important to the villagers not as a
formal association alone but as a feature of family life and shared culture,
It was ethically discontinuous with much of the mainstream of miners'
leisure activities.

The Methodists! collective interests were communal rather than
associational, so they were unable to adopt a2 decisive position on any
potentially divisive issue. Thus during the industrial conflicts of
1900-26 the Methodists were unable to take sides as this would have
threatened their cormunal stabilitye. The material interests of their
universalistically based membership also differed., They were
ideologically unequipped to cope with social conflict., Thus whilst
individually they observed the solidarisitic loyalties of a threatened
working class community, collectively they adopted ambiguous attitudes
which attracted criticisms from both sides of the conflicts,
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why the bourgeoisie had not revolted in Britain, as much as to explain why
the proletariate failed to rebel. As we shall see these were closely
related questions for Halevy.

In Germany Max Weber also applied himself to the question of how rational
capitalism, and a rational secular culture had developed out of pre-existing
structures and traditions. He believed the modern proletariat to be
relatively indifferent to religion but nonetheless recognised the importance
of religion, at the wide, cultural and motivational level, in the rise of

capitalist society and the bourgeois entrepreneur. Weber's The Protestant

Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism alone amongst his extensive works on

religion provides a clear indicection of the importance he attached to religion
in the development of the modern world.

These four scholars were, in their own ways, liberals. None of them
were full-time historians and only Weber was - from time to time - a full-
time academic. A later gen.ration of professional historians, of left-wing
persuasions, adopted a rather different perspeciive on the problem of
Methodism. The Webbs, the Hammonds, Eric Hobsbawm and Edward Thompson
started from the knowledge that we had becume an industrial society, and that
something was known about the social reorganisation that made up that process
of becoming. They showed not a little nostalgia for a (possibly-mythical)
golden age of pre-industrial proletarian community life, they underlined
the violence and the exploitation of the transition from traditional to
modern, they secemed to be asking questions relating to the problem of how to
change capitalist society.

We would be mistaken if we assumed that there was unanimity amongst hist-
origns on the left in their attitude to the past and to one anobther. The
Webbs, for example, were not concerned (like Marx) with the withering away of
the state but with the creation of a state which embodied "the nobler aspect

of the medieval manor".6 This implied paternalism seen in the context of the
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