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l a . 

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

The importance of the Northern Fair; the nature 
of the f a i r ; the general development of f a i r s i n 
Yorkshire; the preponderam.ce of Yorkshire f a i r s In 
the Northern Counties; the evidence for Yorkshire 
f a i r s before the Conquest, Roman, Saxon, Danish; 
some reasons for Yorkshire origins; the position of 
the Church; the main eharaoterlsties of f a i r s , legal, 
financial, Judicial, commercial, p o l i t i c a l , social; 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s attendant on the f a i r . 



1. 

There are, i t would seem, two questions to be 
faced at the outset i n a paper dealing with f a i r s In 
the Northern England of the Middle Ages. In the past 
there have been two books written on the subject of 
f a i r s : Walford, "Fairs. Past and Present", and Morley, 
"Bartholomew Fair". Each of these deals with the 
fa i r s of Southern England and excellent as each book 
is there Is the implication - borne s t i l l further 
by certain general economic history works - that the 
history of England i s the history of Southern England 
alone and that Northern England Is of l i t t l e or no 
account i n the development of the nation. I t i s true 
that the *Tour f a i r s " of England are a l l to be found 
in the South: Sturbridge, near Cambridge; St. Bartholomew, 
i ^ t h f l e l d ; St. Ives; and St. Giles, Winchester, and 
that there i s an innumerable host of lesser f a i r s South 
of the Humber. This i s m. readily admitted fact, but 
I t Is equally true that North of the Humber there have 
existed, and i n many cases do s t i l l exist, f a i r s of 
great antiquity and importance, attended not only by 
Northerners, but by the Merchants of Southern England 
and of the countries beyond the seas. I t i s possible 
that no single one of these Northern f a i r s could 
compete In Importance with one of the four great f a i r s 
but most of them do compete both i n antiquity and 
Importance with the general type of Southern f a i r . 

The second problem is that of the nature of the 
f a i r . Hampsthwalte (near Harrogate) Feast was held 
i n 1934 for five days, July 21st - 25th. This i s a 
stirvlval of one of the Yorkshire f a i r s , one, as i t 
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happens, of l i t t l e more than local Interest. The 
fair-ground was i n a d i s t i n c t l y limited area away 
from the main street of the village. There were 
shooting-galleries, coconut-shies, roundabouts, 
fortune-booths. The feast ended, whilst these 
extraneous amusements were being refurbished for 
their next temporary fair-ground, with a cricket 
match between the Hampsthwalte men and ladles. There 
seemed to be l i t t l e t a l k of trade or p o l i t i c s . In 
the "News Chronicle" of August 6th 1934, appeared the 
following paragraph: "Fairs, Fetes and Circuses, never 
change. True, the gipsies w i l l t e l l you that the 
business i s not what i t was. But i f you're on London's 
Hempstead Heath today, look at the people on the Fair 
ground. A l l ages, a l l classes, both sexes. The appeal 
is age-old, universal and fool-proof. Here and there 
a raucous loud-speaker seems to have displaced a steam 
organ or two, but that's incidental. The Important 
things l i k e the Fat Lady, the Roundabout and the Houpla 
are s t i l l going as strong as ever." There i s a 
statement here which calls for criticism. "Fairs never 
change." The history of the f a i r shows i t as a 
constantly changing i n s t i t u t i o n . To the modern mind 
i t i s the epitome of the open-air foregathering of 
pleasure-loving crowds. I t i s only i n the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries that this has become the case. 
With the reaping of the f r u i t s of the Agricultural and 
Industrial Revolutions the f a i r did change and become 
the never-changing i n s t i t u t i o n which i s known today 
where the roundabout and the coconut-shy are the a l l -
important things. In this there remains cmly one part, 
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and that the least Important part, of the f a i r as 
i t vas known from the early middle ages to the end 
of the eighteenth century. In a l l times crowds have 
loved pleasure and there were i n the medieval f a i r 
entertainments of many varied types (as can be seen 
e.g. i n Morley»s account of Bartholomew Fair especially 
at the time of the execution of Wallace). These 
entertainments then did deserve their name of side­
shows. Far more Important than any entertainment was 
the business which brought men together to a f a i r . 
I t i s inconceivable that the kings of medieval England, 
or for that matter of any medieval country, since 
England is i n her f a i r s only maintaining the commercial 
system of a l l Western Eiirope, should have granted their 
royal charter for a merely pleasurable gathering, or 
that there should have developed a special court, the 
piepowder court, for the settlement of disputes arising 
on a roundabout, together with a complicated system of 
laws and legal machinery designed for the protection 
of those who resorted to f a i r s . I t w i l l be found that 
as the pleasure-side of the f a i r increases i n importance, 
the f a i r , qua f a i r , decays and ceases to be worthy of 
chronicle. This decay is to be found primarily i n the 
nineteenth century. I t i s for this reason that the 
twentieth century holds so erroneous a view as to the 
functions of the f a i r . From early times u n t i l late i n 
the eighteenth century the f a i r i s one of the main 
points i n the system of trade, local, national and 
international. There have been many local histories 
written of which there i s l i t t l e or no mention of the 
local f a i r ; economic historians have passed i t by i n 
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favour of other developments. Such pictures remain 
incomplete. Records of l i f e i n these centuries show 
that to the people of a l l classes the annual or 
semi-annual f a i r was an event of Immense importance, 
a means whereby both necessaries and luxuries might be 
purchased, eomaercial interests safeguarded, municipal 
authorities developed, feudal dues €m.d the pr o f i t s of 
justice collected. There i s , throiighout the history 
of the f a i r as an economic i n s t i t u t i o n , a constant 
succession of requests for, and grants of a f a i r , 
together with an equally constant succession of 
recriminatory appeals from local owners for the 
suppression of a neighbouring f a i r because of i t s 
detrimental effect upon the f a i r of the petitioner. 
Fairs were valuable possessions, too valuable for any 
infringement of their rights to be l i g h t l y regarded. 
Royal and local authority were equally interested i n 
maintaining the peace of the f a i r . The Church before 
the Reformation and local parsons after the sixteenth 
century gave their blessing upon an i n s t i t u t i o n which 
i n i t s origin i n one direction was primarily religious 
and at a l l times brought crowds within close contact of 
the church-door, the saint's tomb and the open-air 
pulpit. The f a i r , especially at the height of i t s fame 
i n the later middle ages, must be the object of 
considerable attention. I t was a matter of vast 
p o l i t i c a l , religious, legal, j u d i c i a l , and, above a l l , 
commercial importance. 
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I t was realised that i n the case of Yorkshire - as, 
Indeed, i n that of a l l the Northern Counties - to 
effect a break i n the history of the f a i r at the 
end of the Middle Ages was impossible since the natural 
development is pursued through the sixteenth and seven­
teenth centuries to the end of the eighteenth. However 
momentous were the developments of the sixteenth century 
i n the religious sphere and of the seventeenth century 
in the constitutional sphere, and however important 
were the changes i n economic l i f e i n many respects -
i n overseas trade, In the growth of the great companies, 
in the consolidation of town-life, the f a i r remained 
outwardly a centre of commercial a c t i v i t y . As more 
modern times appeared the f a i r was s t i l l an essential 
feature of economic l i f e ; only, whilst i t s Importance 
locally was undiminished, I t was ceasing to play so 
important a part i n national and International economy. 
This i s a development of the eighteenth century, not of 
any earlier period, and i t was therefore realised that 
to make a break i n the record of the development of 
the Yorkshire f a i r s would be to give an unreal effect 
of a sudden and cataclysmic change such as has never 
actually taken place. With the end of the eighteenth 
century the natural development of the f a i r has proceeded 
s t i l l further. Faced by the r i v a l r y of the new methods 
of production and distribution the f a i r gradually ceases 
to be a centre of commercial intercourse and becomes 
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the meeting-point of country f e s t i v i t y which i s known 
today. This paper, then, deals with the f a i r i n Yorkshire 
from i t s earliest days to the end of the eighteenth 
century, since i t i s i n that period that there i s the 
history of i t s development and importance. At the same 
time, i t was impossible to exclude the development which 
progresses side by side with the development of the f a i r . 
A f a i r i s simply a greater market and wherever, therefore, 
market-development i s found to be i n connection with 
fair-development, reference has been made to matters 
concerned, apparently, with markets rather than with 
f a i r s . Especially w i l l t his seem the case i n the 
Scarborough-Seamer dispute. I t was, however, deemed 
inadvisable that market-developments should be omitted 
i n view of the fact that the market and the f a i r hold 
an Identical position i n the eyes of the law and market 
developments i n almost a l l cases throw l i g h t on problems 
of the f a i r . 

One further point i s here worthy of consideration. 
( Z ) 

The evidence of the Charter Rolls ̂  ' suggests that of the 
five Northern Counties (excluding the special franchise 
of Durham) the County of York was the most thickly 
covered with a network of f a i r s ; of the remainder, the 
County of Lancaster i s probably the most important. 
For the preponderance of fa i r s i n Yorkshire there are 
several suggestions which must be borne i n mind. 

I t Is a generally accepted fact that though 
DoBiesday Book gives no evidence i n favour of their 
existence whilst other evidence also i s scanty, f a i r s 
did exist i n England before the Norman Conquest. 
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Wherever the Boman mil i t a r y system was pursued by the 
trader, f a i r s and markets appeared, ^us near the 
Roman Wall of Hadrian at Corstopltum, now Corbridge, 
there was an Important f a i r which despite many 
vicissitudes existed throughout the Middle Ages as a 
trading centre of Northumberland and exists today as 
the Stagshaw Bank Fair. There were many Roman mi l i t a r y 
stations i n Yorkshire. South of Yorkshire the Roman peace 
was to be found secure, but beyond the Humber the needs 
of the troops had to be supplied and, on the analogy 
of Corbridge, i t would appear at least probably that 
the most convenient method of supplying the diverse needs 
of the varied races grouped amongst the Roman forces was 
to be found i n great marts held wherever a mi l i t a r y 
station made safe the sojourn of the trader and where 
Roman roads, primarily b u i l t for strategic purposes, 
enabled him to transport his goods. The lack of definite 
evidence, however, makes i t unsafe to presuppose that 
the f a i r s of Yorkshire can claim a Roman origin. There 
is i n Yorkshire, i t must be remembered, i n Roman times a town-
trad i t i o n i n regard to trade. The strongly defended forts 
were the <mly safe places for merchants. To this i n later 
years was added the town-tradition of Danish trade. 

As for the Roman period, so for the period of 
early Anglo-Saxon conquest and of Northtjmbrian greatness 
there i s an absence of definite Information i n regard 
to the meetings of merchants. The connection between the 
foundation of an Abbey or Cathedral Church with the beginning 
of a f a i r was s t i l l undeveloped. Whitby was later the home 
of a f a i r but i n the days of Hlld and Caedmon, the Abbey 
of Streonaeshalch apparently had no conception of the 
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p r o f i t s of t r a d e . I t would seem probably t h a t i f tbe 

tombs of E n g l i s h s a i n t s were a l r e a d y a t t r a c t i n g v a s t 

concourses of people which made necessary s p e c i a l 

arrangements f o r the p r o v i s i o n of t h e i r wants, thus 

s p e e d i l y causing the development of a centre of trade, 

then Bede and other w r i t e r s - a s , e.g., i n Eddius* " L i f e 

of W i l f r i d " - would not have remained s i l e n t on the s u b j e c t . 

On the s u b j e c t of f a i r s i n Northumbria i n the days of 

Northern hegemony conjecture i s u s e l e s s and i t can 

only be suggested t h a t as y e t f a i r s were undeveloped, 

i f not unlmown, and that f o r the most p a r t those that 

d i d e x i s t were swept away i n the Danish a t t a c k s which 

destroyed the p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l power of Forthumbria. 

A purely C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n has been assigned to f a i r s 

y e t i n Y o r k s h i r e a t l e a s t i t i s c e r t a i n that t h i s was 

not wholly the c a s e . I t was supposed that the b u r i a l -

p l a c e s of s a i n t s became very q u i c k l y the o b j e c t s of 

p i l g r i m a g e s . P i l g r i m s , f r e q u e n t l y coming from a 

great d i s t a n c e , would not hasten away from the s h r i n e 

but would remain i n order that they might see the f r u i t 

of t h e i r devotions or simply to pay the f u l l homage which 

t h e i r p i e t y r e q u i r e d . T h e i r sojourn i n the neighbour­

hood of the s h r i n e meant a new demand on the 

resources of the neighbourhood, a demand which those 

re s o u r c e s were f r e q u e n t l y \mable to supply. S i n c e there 

was at the s h r i n e the g r e a t e s t concourse on the days 

on which was e s p e c i a l l y commemorated some outstanding 

f e a t u r e of the l i f e of the s a i n t - u s u a l l y the supposed 

day of h i s death - i t became customary f o r the people of 

the neighbourhood to make p r o v i s i o n a g a i n s t those days 

by s e t t i n g up s t a l l s and by procuring as g r e a t s u p p l i e s 

of food and other n e c e s s i t i e s as the neighbourhood could 



9. 

provide, l l i e r e the s h r i n e proved so popular that the 

number of people gathering to i t proved too great f o r 

the r e s o u r c e s of the neighbourhood,there arose the 

opportunity of " f o r e i g n t r a d e r s , i . e . of t r a d e r s frcan 

beyond the neighbourhood. I n t h i s way i t became 

customary f o r t r a d e r s to come together at the s h r i n e 

of the s a i n t , there to exchange t h e i r wares, and thus 

i n course of time appeared a great annual mart or f a i r . 

The same process i s apparently at vork i n the development 

of a f a i r held on the d e d i c a t i o n or p a t r o n a l f e s t i v a l 

of a church. I t w i l l be seen that of the medieval grants 

of f a i r s only a very s m a l l m i n o r i t y are to be held on a 

day other than that of the s a i n t to whom the church was 

dedicated, the r o y a l c h a r t e r thus expressing formally 

a p r a c t i c e which was a l r e a d y n a t u r a l and customary. 

Yet to a s s i g n so purely a C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n to f a i r s i s 

to leave out of account a cause of t h e i r appearance 

which was prevalent i n the North of England and 

e s p e c i a l l y i n Y o r k s h i r e * The pagan. Banish, o r i g i n must 

a l s o be taken i n t o account. I n the same manner a s 

C h r i s t i a n s gathered at the s h r i n e of a s a i n t , the Danes 

gathered a t the f u n e r a l of a hero and on days commemorative 

of h i s prowess. There i s much that i s Danish i n c h a r a c t e r 

i n the e a r l y h i s t o r y of Y o r k s h i r e . Vhen the Danes of 

Y o r k s h i r e were at l a s t converted to C h r i s t i a n i t y the 

f e a s t s which they had held i n honour of a n c e s t r a l heroes 

were not discontinued. The f e a s t s had grown to have a 

s i g n i f i c a n c e wider than t h e i r o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n . They 

had, i n f a c t , become c e n t r e s of trade and of p l e a s u r e 

and were r a p i d l y a c q u i r i n g the main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 

the f a i r . I t i s very p o s s i b l e that more than one Y o r k s h i r e 

f a i r goes back to such an o r i g i n . I t has, however, been 
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the f a s h i o n u n t i l q u i t e recent times to a s c r i b e to 

A t h e i s t a n such o r i g i n s as are not known. The question 

of the o r i g i n of Beverley F a i r w i l l be d e a l t with l a t e r ; 

t h i s i s a t y p i c a l example of what i s probably a m y t h i c a l 

a s c r i p t i o n to A t h e l s t a n . I t must be confessed t h a t , 

w h i l s t there have been many i n t e r e s t i n g t h e o r i e s as to 

the e x i s t e n c e of f a i r s i n Y o r k s h i r e before the Norman 

Conquest, there i s l i t t l e a c t u a l proof. Whilst the 

balance remains on the s i d e of the p r o b a b i l i t y of t h e i r 

e x i s t e n c e i t must be remembered that the Conqueror's 

Harrying of the North i n 1071 had i t s worst e f f e c t s i n 

Y o r k s h i r e and that w h i l s t f o r over f i f t y y e a r s the lands 

remained waste there could have been l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r trade and l i t t l e i n c e n t i v e f o r merchants to v i s i t 

the impoverished county. There i s one theory, p o s s i b l y 

h a r d l y s e r i o u s , which a s s i g n s to one of the York f a i r s 

an o r i g i n before the Conquest, and which i s at l e a s t 

worthy of mention. I t w i l l be shown l a t e r how unfortunate 

i t i s that the York records a r e destroyed. There was 

a f a i r i n York i n the Middle Ages belonging to the Abbey 

of S a i n t Ifery, outside the w a l l s of the C i t y . Today 

there i s a suburb of York c a l l e d Bootham, a name which 

appears i n Bomesdav Book. I t has been suggested t h a t 

the d i s t r i c t gained i t s name from the booths s e t up i n 

f a i r - t i m e . I f the theory were t r u e , then the Bootham 

f a i r must have e x i s t e d before the Conquest i n order 

that the name should have been acquired by the time of 

the Domesday i n q u i r y . I t must however be remembered 

that the Abbey of S a i n t Mary i s a post-Conquest foundation, 

of the time of W i l l i a m I I and Stephen. There was a 

previous Abbey i n the same p l a c e , and the theory t h e r e f o r e 

must be presupposedthat the second Abbey merely took over 
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a l l the r i g h t s of i t s predecessor. The theory can only 

remain an i n t e r e s t i n g s p e c u l a t i o n . 

There remain other and more c e r t a i n general f a c t o r s 

to account f o r the important development of the f a i r i n 

Y o r k s h i r e . I n the matter of s t r a t e g y , Y o r k s h i r e of the 

s i x Northern Counties was the most favourably s i t u a t e d 

a f t e r the Norman Conquest. Once the Y i k i n g s had ceased 

to invade England by the Humber mouth Y o r k s h i r e had l i t t l e 

to f e a r from e x t e r n a l enemies. I t i s t r u e t h a t from 

the r e i g n of Edward I I there were S c o t t i s h a t t a c k s 

to be f e a r e d but i n comparison with the records of 

Northumberland and Durham these a t t a c k s were infrequent 

and i n s i g n i f i c a n t . The merchants a t the Y o r k s h i r e 

f a i r s had not to look a n x i o u s l y Northwards to watch f o r 

the f i r s t s i g n s of S c o t t i s h marauders as had the c a t t l e 

d e a l e r s of the Border f a i r s . Except f o r the r e i g n of 

Edward I I Y o r k s h i r e was undistwrbed by warfare u n t i l 

the c i v i l wars of the f i f t e e n t h and seventeenth c e n t u r i e s . 

York, Scarborough, B e v e r l e y s u f f e r e d i n the Peasants* 

Revolt of 1381 but the West of Y o r k s h i r e appears to 

have been l i t t l e d i s t u r b e d . The peace prevalent 

i n Y o r k s h i r e i s i n d i r e c t l y connected w i t h another of 

the f a c t o r s which contributed t o the growth, development 

and importance of f a i r s i n Y o r k s h i r e . The County i s a 

County of Abbeys, Benedictine and C i s t e r c i a n . The Y o r k s h i r e 

d a l e s are famous f o r Byland, E i e v a u l x , J e r v a u l x , Bolton, 

Fountains. Outside the d a l e s there a r e S t . Mary's, (York), 

Whitby, Meaux and many another of not so great importance -

Kirkham Abbey, B r i d l i n g t o n P r i o r y , K i r k s t a l l . With 

few exceptions the great Abbeys were c e n t r e s of 

sheep-farming and even i n the Middle Ages Y o r k s h i r e was, 
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through them, p l a y i n g an important p a r t i n the 

wool-trade, a p a r t which has s t e a d i l y grown i n 

importance towards i t s predominance i n the present 

day. Y o r k s h i r e ' s important share i n the wool-trade 

had many e f f e c t s . The most immediate e f f e c t was the 

n a t u r a l one - the p o s s i b i l i t y of exchanging the raw 

wool f o r the commodities of the r e s t of England and 

of Eur-ope. Merchants i n e v i t a b l y were a t t r a c t e d to 

the County to f i n d t here not only wool. Thus the 

markets and f a i r s of Y o r k s h i r e came to have more than 

a l o c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . I n response to the export of 

wool, the Y o r k s h i r e p o r t s extended t h e i r c a p a c i t i e s 

and were able to r e c e i v e the goods and s h i p s of a l i e n s . 

H u l l and Scarborough r a p i d l y became important ports and 

are c o n s t a n t l y mentioned as r e q u i r i n g s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n 

i n schemes f o r the defence of the realm and f o r the 

furtherance of the country's trade. The development of 

the Y o r k s h i r e p o r t s l e d i n t u r n to, and was i n c r e a s e d 

by, a f u r t h e r growth of f a i r s . I t w i l l be found that 

each important port was a l s o the home of a f a i r , and 

a l s o t h at despite enactments at law and the l e g a l theory 

of Braeton there was a tendency f o r f a i r s t o s p r i n g up -

almost i n a c l u s t e r - w i t h i n reach of those p o r t s , 

d e s p i t e the supposed requirement of the observance of a 

d i s t a n c e of seven m i l e s (a t h i r d of a day's journey) 

between f a i r and f a i r . I t w i l l be found that t h i s 

tendency was a t the root of many q u a r r e l s i n the Middle 

Ages over f a i r - r i g h t s . The importance of the Y o r k s h i r e 

Abbeys has a s t i l l f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t i s e x c e p t i o n a l 

i n the Middle Ages to f i n d an Abbey which has not some 

d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p with a f a i r . Where an abbey does not 
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i t s e l f possess a f a i r i t w i l l u s u a l l y be found to be 

i n c l o s e proximity to one, or to have very great 

p r i v i l e g e s i n some f a i r or f a i r s . How great these 

p r i v i l e g e s were w i l l be seen i n the case of Byland. 

I t i s extremely unfortunate that the records of 

S t . Mary's f a i r i n Bootham have been destroyed. More 

i s known of the connection of Whitby and Selby Abbeys 

with the f a i r s i n t h e i r neighbourhood. There are, 

indeed, many reasons why the great Abbey and the great 

f a i r should be connected. I t has a l r e a d y been mentioned 

that the Y o r k s h i r e Abbeys were the homes of sheep-farming. 

They were a l s o great landowners and i n a l l times the 

p o s s e s s i o n of land has meant wealth. T h i s was e s p e c i a l l y 

true i n the Middle Ages. The wealth which was given to 

them by t h e i r land was used by the Abbeys to f o s t e r 

trade. An abbey with i t s great number of r e s i d e n t s -

not only the monks but a l l t h e i r dependents and s e r v a n t s -

represented a demeuad f o r food and c l o t h e s which was not 

always to be supplied from the immediate neighbourhood. 

I t was n a t \ i r a l that " f o r e i g n " t r a d e r s would be drawn 

towards a p l a c e where the demand was c e r t a i n . When i n 

that place they met with other -traders, l o c a l (the abbot 

and h i s brethren among them) and " f o r e i g n " , i t was 

n a t u r a l that there should begin wider t r a d i n g than the 

mere supplying of the immediate needs ofihe Abbey. 

There were then present those elements which l e a d to the 

growth of a f a i r . I n an e a r l i e r paragraph mention was 

made of the peace which Yo r k s h i r e f o r the most pa r t 

enjoyed i n the Middle Ages. Men were not however prepared 

to take that peace f o r granted but i n s t e a d took measures 

to ensure perpetual s a f e t y from war. The old town at 

Whitby c l u s t e r s near the Abbey, At Beverley the town grew 
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up with the Minster as a nucleus. I n an age of uneasy 

peace there was a t l e a s t s e t t l e d peace i n the Abbey 

p r e c i n c t s . Trade has always tended to make f o r p e a c e f u l 

routes and to avoid those routes where there i s danger 

of brigandage. Merchants p r e f e r r e d to make t h e i r 

temporary home i n a place where they could f e e l s ecure. 

S e c u r i t y was to be found w i t h i n , or i n the immediate 

neighbourhood of, the w a l l s of an abbey. There were many 

men prepared i n the Middle Ages to r i s k the p e n a l t i e s 

of robbery with v i o l e n c e but there were not so many 

prepared to combine with crime the s i n of s a c r i l e g e . 

The Abbey gave her peace to the t r a d e r s who came to her 

each year and made the b u s i n e s s of merchandise secure. 

T h i s f a c t a l s o i s p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the holding of 

markets and f a i r s i n churchyards and cemeteries, a 

p r a c t i c e so n a t u r a l to Englishmen of Flantagenet times 

that the s t a t u t e s of Edward I a g a i n s t i t were repeated 

almost two hundred ye a r s l a t e r by Henry V I , apparently 

with as l i t t l e e f f e c t . But there were s t i l l other reasons 

f o r the holding of a f a i r i n abbey-ground or church-yard. 

The heathen Dane*s came together to c e l e b r a t e with games 

the e x p l o i t s of a dead hero and thus gave r i s e to 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r trade. C h r i s t i a n s , s i m i l a r l y , came 

together on the f e s t i v a l of t h e i r p a t ronal s a i n t , to 

worship i n h i s church. The f a i r a t York was held on the 

day of S t . P e t e r , to whom the Minster-Church i s dedicated. 

On that day there were p i l g r i m s from many p a r t s of 

Y o r k s h i r e to the Minster, the mother-church, of Y o r k s h i r e . 

Men came to the s h r i n e of the s a i n t and foregathering 

there became a temporary community whose wants could be 

supplied not merely by l o c a l producers but indeed by the 

merchants of many c o u n t r i e s . I n d i v i d u a l s whose normal 
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l i v e s were spent i n i s o l a t i o n were f o r a time to be 

found together; the merchant's t a s k was f a r e a s i e r i f 

he could b r i n g h i s wares to them then than i f he were 

forced to Journey each of the muddy t r a c k s that l e d to 

the i s o l a t e d homesteads. I n t h i s same way the weekly 

market was held i n the churchyard where the l o c a l 

salesmen and purchasers met i n e v i t a b l y ( s i n c e i n the 

Middle Ages devotion was a customary matter) on t h e i r 

normal v i s i t s to the parish-c h u r c h . I t was i n the 

Middle Ages, or., a t any r a t e , i n the e a r l i e r p a r t of 

them, impossible to separate r e l i g i o n and trade. The 

Minster, the Abbey, the Parish-Church, each had an 

unbreakable l i n k w ith the commercial events of i t s 

neighbourhood. 

I t was, indeed, w e l l that t h i s was the case. 

C e r t a i n n i n e t e a a t h century h i s t o r i a n s have poured scorn 

on the Church of the Middle Ages f o r her a s s o c i a t i o n with 

commerce, accusing her of s o i l i n g her hands by such a 

connection. T h i s was i n i t s e l f a s h o r t - s i g h t e d a c c u s a t i o n 

inasmuch as i t revealed that these h i s t o r i a n s had grave 

s u s p i c i o n s i n regard to the c h a r a c t e r of nineteenth 

century trade. T h e i r a t t i t u d e cannot, i n f a c t , be 

j u s t i f i e d . There are i n the present times many men i n 

church and business who r e g r e t that i t i s now d i f f i c u l t 

to pursue a r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e i n business or to make 

business and economic l i f e a proper sphere f o r the a c t i v e 

i n t e r e s t of the Church. Such a d i f f i c u l t y d id not e x i s t 

i n the e a r l y Middle Ages though i t was a l r e a d y appearing 

by the fourteenth and f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . To medieval 

men and women i t was n a t u r a l that t h e i r business should 

be the concern of the Church. The Church cared f o r them 

from b i r t h to b u r i a l ; the most important feature of t h e i r 
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l i f e - the means whereby they obtained the n e c e s s a r i e s 

of l i f e - came the r e f o r e under the a e g i s of the Church, 

I f they brought t h e i r domestic concerns to the church-

porch they were prepared a l s o to b r i n g t h e i r commercial 

concerns. At the same time, i f they were to b r i n g t h e i r 

commercial concerns to the church-porch they were 

n a t u r a l l y u n w i l l i n g that there should be anything i n 

those concerns which might savour of u n j u s t d e a l i n g . 

I n t h i s way trade benefited enormously from i t s 

a s s o c i a t i o n with the Church. I n an age when there was 

l i t t l e c o e r c i v e power to bind men to perform t h e i r 

c o n t r a c t s , when the a u t h o r i t y of the S t a t e was i n s u f f i c i e n t 

to ensure the absence of fraud i n commercial d e a l i n g s , 

i t was w e l l t h a t the Church r e q u i r e d a high standard of 

m o r a l i t y i n t r a d e . By h e r s e l f t a k i n g a place i n the 

t r a d i n g community she d i g n i f i e d that community and s e t 

i t a standard of r i g h t d e a l i n g which, i f i t i n c r e a s e d 

her own wealth through her conmierclal undertakings, y e t 

showed to men the means by which l a w f u l wealth might be 

obtained. 

As the Middle Ages passed the Church, i t i s t r u e , 

gave to her opponents ground f o r s u s p i c i o n as to the 

o r i g i n s of her wealth, but i t must not be forgotten that 

i t was the Church which f i r s t taught business m o r a l i t y 

and enabled men to p r a c t i s e i t . I n Y o r k s h i r e not only 

abbots but p a r i s h p r i e s t s saw to i t that t r a d i n g was 

done e q u i t a b l y i n the grounds attached to t h e i r Church 

and gave t h e i r b l e s s i n g to business c o n t r a c t s l a w f u l l y 

undertaken. The a t t i t u d e of the Church to trade underwent 

many transformations i n the s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth 

c e n t u r i e s and from that time i t i s the S t a t e , r a t h e r than 

the Church which i s the r e g u l a t o r of commercial m o r a l i t y i n 
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markets and f a i r s - the S t a t e represented a t times by 

the c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y of the P r i v y C o u n c i l and a t 

times by the l o c a l i n f l u e n c e of the J u s t i c e s of the 

Peace. 

Before considering the p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r i e s 

of Y o r k s h i r e f a i r s and markets i t i s as w e l l to 

understand the main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of f a i r s i n 

general i n order t h a t any p e c u l i a r i t i e s or di v e r g e n c i e s 

from the noimal E n g l i s h type may be recognised. 

There are c e r t a i n well-marked d i s t i n c t i o n s which 

must be obeyed i f a f a i r i s to be held and c e r t a i n 

f e a t u r e s which are normally to be expected. Since 

these are to be found i n most genera l economic 

h i s t o r i e s (e.g., L i p s o n "Economio H i s t o r y " ) i t i s 

iinnecessary to go into them i n d e t a i l but i s eq u a l l y 

necessary to point out the important and main p o i n t s which 

c h a r a c t e r i s e the f a i r i n i t s o r i g i n and development. Of 

these the most important a t the outset i s the l e g a l p o s i t i o n 

of the f a i r . The Quo Warranto I n q u i r y of Edward I a f f o r d s 

s u f f i c i e n t i n d i c a t i o n of the manner i n which the f a i r 

was regarded by the law. Except i n the p a l a t i n e J u r i s ­

d i c t i o n of County Durham there was only one a u t h o r i t y 

s u f f i c i e n t f o r the granting of f a i r s - that of the 

ki n g . I f the reason f o r the e x i s t e n c e of a f a i r were 

c a l l e d i n question only two r e p l i e s might be given 

and be considered as an adequate defence of the p r i v i l e g e . 

I n many cases the c l a i m would be made that the f a i r 

was held from time beyond memory. This c l a i m gave 

r i s e to the r i g h t by p r e s c r i p t i o n and i f a l l evidence 

tended to show that the l o r d of the f a i r and 

h i s a n c e s t o r s had held that f a i r f o r a time 
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beyond the memory of l i v i n g men the c l a i m might be, 

and u s u a l l y was, allowed. I t was a much s a f e r method 

of defence that a copy of a r o y a l c h a r t e r should be 

produced as evidence before the i n q u i s i t o r s . Such a 

c h a r t e r could only be given by the king^and f a i r s , 

t herefore, were held as g i f t s frcan the king. I t i s 

questionable whether the king having once made the 

grant could of h i s own w i l l revoke i t - Bractoif"^ 

suggests that he could not - but there were ways i n 

which the r i g h t to a f a i r might be f o r f e i t e d . Of 

these the f a i l u r e to hold the f a i r - "non-user" of 

the grant - was probably the l a a s t common. I n the 

eyes of the law i f a f a i r were not held when a 

c h a r t e r had been granted f o r i t s holding, then the 

r i g h t of holding i t lapsed a l t o g e t h e r and the f a i r 

could only be r e v i v e d when an e n t i r e l y new c h a r t e r had 

been obtained f o r i t . From the l o s s of the r i g h t to 

hold a f a i r through non-user i t i s only a short step 

to the l o s s of the r i g h t i f the f a i r were not held on 

the days s p e c i f i e d i n the o r i g i n a l c h a r t e r or i n 

l a t e r confirmation of that c h a r t e r . I t was p o s s i b l e -

and there are many cases of i t - f o r the date of a 

f a i r to be a l t e r e d when there was reasonable supposition 

that the new date would mean improved trade i n the 

f a i r and in c r e a s e d p r o f i t s for the owner. But s i n c e 

the l o r d of the f a i r was to make i n c r e a s e d p r o f i t s by 

the change, the law required him to obtain a new grant 

f o r h i s f a i r , s p e c i f y i n g the new dates. By t h i s 

means the executive a u t h o r i t y i n the country - the 

Crown - was enabled to have some share i n those p r o f i t s . 

The l o r d might not only seek to edter the date of the 

f a i r ; he might seek to in c r e a s e or decrease the length 
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of the f a i r , ^ ereements were frequent f o r the 

holding of the f a i r before and a f t e r i t s proper 

t e r m i n i or f o r causing i t to end too soon. I n many 

in s t a n c e s a f a i r was incre a s e d i n length - that a t 

Kingston-upon-Hull i s an obvious example - but i n 

each case a new c h a r t e r was obtained f o r the 

a l t e r a t i o n ; otherwise amercement or f o r f e i t u r e was 

c e r t a i n to be the fortune of the l o r d . I n order 

that the c o r r e c t time f o r the opening and c l o s i n g of 

the f a i r might be observed the l o r d or h i s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e was required to read out a proclamation 

of the f a i r on both o c c a s i o n s . S e v e r a l examples of 

these i n connection with Y o r k s h i r e f a i r s have s u r v i v e d 

and i n some few oases are i n use today. The f a i r , then, 

had a d e f i n i t e p o s i t i o n i n the eyes ofthe law. 

O c c a s i o n a l l y a l o r d i s found w i l l i n g to give up 

h i s r i g h t to a f a i r . Wherever t h i s was the case, 

the reason was obvious; the f a i r had ceased to be a 

p r o f i t a b l e undertaking, due e i t h e r to the i n c r e a s i n g 

use of the neighbouring f a i r s or to the competition 

of new economic f a c t o r s , to be seen, e.g. i n the 

r e s t r i c t i o n s placed by the merchant g i l d s upon trade 

i n f a i r s or the growth of the new shop-economy i n 

towns. The f a i r was meant to be a profit-making 

i n s t i t u t i o n . I n the eyes of the owner a l l other f a c t o r s 

governing the development of the f a i r were subordinated 

to the end of p r o f i t s . T h i s i s the reason behind the 

l e v y i n g of t o l l s upon merchants and t h e i r goods both 

ent e r i n g i n t o , and passing out from, the f a i r . I n the 

e a r l y Middle Ages i t was considered n a t u r a l that a 

merchant should pay t o l l s whenever he antered or 

departed from a town or crossed a bridge or f e r r y . 
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The l e v y i n g of t o l l s on v i s i t o r s to f a i r s did not, 

t h e r e f o r e , prevent the frequenting of those f a i r s . 

There were, however, frequent s t r u g g l e s over the 

r i g h t to demand and the r i g h t to r e f u s e t o l l s . 

C e r t a i n towns, with c h a r t e r s modelled l a r g e l y on 

that of London, were exempt from paying t o l l s i n 

f a i r s - t h e i r merchants were f r e e to t r a v e l by l a n d 

and by sea q u i t of any t a l l a g e . The d i f f i c u l t y 

appeared when such merchants v i s i t e d a f a i r where 

the l o r d was e x p r e s s l y possessed of the r i g h t to 

l e v y t o l l on a l l comers. The normal procedure was 

fo r the o i d e r grant to take e f f e c t . As the Middle 

Ages passed there grew up a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h i s 

l e v y i n g of t o l l s . I t was d e f i n i t e l y having a 

d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t upon the trade of the f a i r and l o r d s 

were to be found w i l l i n g to give up p a r t or a l l of 

t h e i r t o l l s to avoid the danger of r u i n to t h e i r 

d i s t r i c t . As the f a i r s themselves decayed the t o l l s 

were f e l t to be more and more burdensome. I t must 

be remembered that the l o r d of the f a i r had, a t any 

r a t e i n the Middle Ages, much j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r the 

l e v y i n g of such t o l l s . When the merchants came to h i s 

f a i r they looked to him f o r p r o t e c t i o n . To provide 

p r o t e c t i o n was an expensive and by no means easy matter, 

The l o r d did, t h e r e f o r e , r a i s e t o l l s to recoup h i m s e l f 

fo r the expense to which he was put i n the matter of 

defence. The i n c i d e n c e of the t o l l s and t h e i r p a r t 

i n the general economy of the manor i n i t s e l f makes a 

f a s c i n a t i n g study - there were some l o r d s who found the 

c h i e f source of t h e i r wealth i n these t o l l s on 

merchandise. I n t h i s paper i t w i l l be necessary to 

confine the question of t o l l s on merchandise to t h e i r 
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e f f e c t s on the movement of trade from f a i r to f a i r 

and to t h e i r share i n the value which was attached 

to the f a i r both by grantor and grantee. 

Not only was the l o r d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 

p r o t e c t i o n of those who came to h i s f a i r , and f o r the 

observance of peace i n the f a i r , he was r e s p o n s i b l e 

a l s o f o r the performance of j u s t i c e w i t h i n the f a i r . 

I t i s a maxim of law that the grant of a f a i r implied 

the grant of a f a i r - c o u r t a l s o even where there was 

no e x p l i c i t r e f e r e n c e to such a c o u r t . Though t h i s 

was undoubtedly the case records of the courts held i n 

f a i r s are unfortunately very s c a r c e i n regard to 

Y o r k s h i r e . There are o c c a s i o n a l glimpses indeed of 

a court of an e x t e r n a l a u t h o r i t y d e a l i n g w i t h cases 

which should properly have belonged to the court of 

the f a i r . T h i s i s t r u e , f o r i n s t a n c e , of the Court Leet 

a t Wakefield. There i s , i t would seem, room f o r the 

i n f e r e n c e t h a t p r a c t i c e did not always keep pace with 

s t r i c t l e g a l theory and that the l o r d did not always 

hold a court i n h i s f a i r . S ince, however, there are c e r ­

t a i n cases i n Y o r k s h i r e where such a court was 

d e f i n i t e l y held, i t i s necessary to give some explanation 

of the nature of such c o u r t s . F i r s t , there i s the problem 

of i t s name. There i s some doubt as to the o r i g i n of 

the term "pie-powder" court. The most p o s s i b l e theory 

appears to be t h a t which would connect the French "pieds 

pouldreux" with the S c o t t i s h " d u s t i f u t e " . Both these 

terms suggest the man who wanders on matters of trade 

from place to p l a c e . Today the pedlar has a r a t h e r 

unpleasant s i g n i f i c a n c e - the suggestion of a tramp 

whose pack cont a i n s a great v a r i e t y of a r t i c l e s f o r 

which there i s l i t t l e or no demand. There are some few 
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examples of the true pedlar l e f t • the man whose task 

i t i s to supply the n e c e s s a r i e s of l i f e to those who 

cannot themselves reach the great s t o r e s of modern 

towns and cannot be reached even by the most advanced 

system of motor t r a f f i c . I t must not be forgotten that 

throughout the Middle Ages cmd as l a t e as the c l o s e 

of the eighteenth century t h i s was the normal method 

of trade* A f a i r simpljr was a meeting-place of such 

merchants coming together f o r a space i n the midst of 

t h e i r t r a v e l s . Since as soon as the f a i r was ended 

each departed to t r a v e l along the roads i n h i s own 

way i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t there should be some means 

of s e t t l i n g any disputes which might a r i s e between 

them. I t was r e q u i s i t e that c o n t r a c t s might be 

secure and that there should be means by which a 

d e f a u l t e r could be brought to aocotint and forced, a t 

leasft, to make compensation. T h i s s e c u r i t y was given 

by the piepowder court which, though i t had only 

j u r i s d i c t i o n over offences committed a c t u a l l y w i t h i n 

f a i r - t i m e , had the power to r e f e r cases to future 

courts of the same f a i r . The j u r y was chosen from 

merchants a c t u a l l y present i n the f a i r ; i t was a much-

desired p r i v i l e g e of groups of t r a d e r s that they might 

obtain the r i g h t to have members of t h e i r group upon 

the j u r y . The court was not always capable of dealing 

with matters beyond some f i x e d amount; beneath that 

amount i t s competence extended over a l l matters. 

Outside the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the piepowder court there 

were other methods of maintaining peace and j u s t 

d e a l i n g . The need f o r the proclamation of the 

beginning of the f a i r has already been mentioned; there 

was s t r i c t i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the beginning and end of 
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f a i r s , viiether b u s i n e s s was done before or a f t e r the 

due time of the f a i r . For such offences t h e merchant 

found g u i l t y was re s p o n s i b l e to the l o r d of the f a i r 

who himself was, i n turn, r e s p o n s i b l e to t h e o f f i c e r 

of the king. T h i s was only one of the matters which 

concerned the r o y a l o f f i c e r s . One of the main 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the way of extensive trade i n the 

Middle Ages, and, indeed t m t i l w e l l i n t o the eighteenth 

century, was the u n c e r t a i n t y as to the standard of 

weights and measures. I n d i f f e r e n t f a i r s t h e 

standards were d i f f e r e n t ; common commodities were 

frequ e n t l y so l d under d i f f e r e n t weights. At the same 

time, i n the e a r l y Middle Ages there was great u n c e r t a i n ­

ty as to the r e a l value of money. The m u l t i p l i c i t y of 

coinages and the frequent l a p s e s of medieval kings 

themselves from the p u b l i c a t i o n of a standard coinage 

of worth equal to i t s p r o f e s s i o n were a constant source 

of confusion. The maintenance of a standard of 

coinage, of weights and measures throughout the country 

was a matter f o r the r o y a l a u t h o r i t y , whose o f f i c e r s 

then saw that the standard was observed i n a l l markets 

and f a i r s . Only i n t h i s way could trade be s t a b i l i s e d 

and merchants, great and humble, bo confident t h a t 

t h e i r purchases and s a l e s were made at no l o s s to 

themselves, no l o s s , that i s , occasioned by t r a n s a c t i o n s 

i n a l a t e r market i n a d i f f e r e n t l o c a l i t y . The r o y a l 

c l e r k of the market had the oversight of a l l such 

matters; i t w i l l , however, be observed that i n c e r t a i n 

cases he was by r o y a l c h a r t e r e x p r e s s l y excluded from 

a f a i r . T h i s was a p r i v i l e g e only r a r e l y given and 

might e a s i l y be f o r f e i t e d i f through the c a r e l e s s n e s s of 

the l o c a l c l e r k appointed i n h i s stead even the s l i g h t e s t 
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l a p s e from the o f f i c i a l standard were made. The 

noteworthy point i s t h i s : even where there was a 

l o o a l o l e r k of the market to attend to the r e g u l a t i o n s 

and a s s i z e s of s a l e s , such r e g u l a t i o n s and a s s i z e s 

oould not be made by the l o c a l f a i r - a u t h o r i t y but 

only by the c e n t r a l government whose standard was 

binding throughout the country. Not only was the 

quantity considered i n these a s s i z e s ; the q u a l i t y was 

deemed to be equ a l l y important. Regulations as to 

q u a l i t y p l a y a very important part i n the c o n t r o l of 

the Y o r k s h i r e woollen f a i r s and c l o t h markets both by 

l o o a l and S t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The S t a t e was not only concerned with the goods 

appearing f o r s a l e . Measures had to be taken f o r the 

pr o t e c t i o n of the trader coming to the market and 

f a i r . I t w i l l be seen how frequ e n t l y a r o y a l c h a r t e r 

of a f a i r grants the " f i r m peace" of the king to 

those coming to, delaying i n , and going from the f a i r . 

I t has f r e q u e n t l y been s a i d that the r e p e t i t i o n of r o y a l 

commands and grants i n the Middle Ages t e s t i f i e s to the 

f a i l u r e of the kings to ensure t h e i r observance. I t 

i s true t h a t i n Yorkshire the r o y a l peace was i n f r i n g e d . 

P i r a c y was a n a t u r a l h a b i t a t sea; on land the merchant 

had f r e q u e n t l y to meet the p e r i l of armed robbers both 

on the roads and i n the f a i r s . The r o y a l grant of 

p r o t e c t i o n ^ was, n e v e r t h e l e s s , a valuable p o s s e s s i o n . 

There were few merchants from overseas who dared to 

t r a v e l i n England without l e t t e r s patent a u t h o r i s i n g 

t h e i r Journey and granting them a safe-conduct (vide 

the Calendar oi L e t t e r s Patent. R o l l s S e r i e s ) . I t was 

not only the f o r e i g n merchant who was i n need of t h i s 

r o y a l p r o t e c t i o n . The Snglishman who had goods to s e l l 
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or who wished to huy f o r h i s cottage or h i s farm or 

h i s manor was a l s o i n danger from v i o l e n c e . Whilst 

the Court of Piepowder e x i s t e d to r e d r e s s i n j u r i e s 

committed i n the f a i r , crimes on the highway could 

only be r e d r e s s e d by the s h e r i f f . The measures taken 

were p u n i t i v e r a t h e r than preventive, but they were 

e s s e n t i a l i f trade was to be encouraged and the merchant 

i n v i t e d to t r a v e l from p l a c e to p l a c e . 

Two other f u n c t i o n s remained f o r the S t a t e to 

perform. The temptation to form a "corner" i s not a 

s p e c i a l l y modern c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ; the " r e g r a t o r " euad 

" f o r e s t a l l e r " were f a m i l i a r f i g u r e s before the eighteenth 

century. Since t h e i r operations took pl a c e outside the 

l i m i t s (both of boundary and time) of the f a i r the l o r d 

of the f a i r and h i s court had no ^ u r i s d l e t i o n over them. 

The prevention of, or the punishment f o r , t h e i r p r a c t i c e s 

l a y w i t h i n the province of the S t a t e to whom both the 

l o r d of the f a i r and the frequenters of the f a i r looked 

f o r d r a s t i c a c t i o n . I f t h e i r p r a c t i c e * were permitted 

and proved s u c c e s s f u l the l o r d of the f a i r would l o s e 

the t o l l s t h a t they, and the purchasers of t h e i r 

merchandise, should have pa i d to him on that merchandise 

both going i n t o and comirlg out of the f a i r . The 

frequenters of the f a i r would be cheated of t h e i r 

e q u a l i t y with a l l salesmen and purchasers; i f they had 

come to s e l l they would f i n d fewer buyers of t h e i r wares 

and those not amongst the g r e a t e r buyers; i f they had 

come to buy they would be only able to pxirchase i n f e r i o r 

goods, the b e t t e r goods being a l r e a d y s o l d out of the 

market, or would be faced by a monopoly able to i n s i s t 

on i t s own p r i c e . For these reasons the r e g r a t o r and 

f o r e s t a l l e r are tmpopular f i g u r e s and t h e i r suppression 
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becomes one of the primary d u t i e s of the S t a t e i n 

regard to the maintenance of the markets of the 

country. There was, however, one type of purchaser 

who was unpopular w i t h l o r d and frequenter a l i k e but 

whcM the S t a t e u n t i l the s i x t e e n t h century made no 

attempt to r e p r e s s except i n i n d i v i d u a l cases as a 

p r i v i l e g e accorded i n r e t u r n f o r some s e r v i c e . The 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the king, the buyer f o r the r o y a l 

household had i n a l l markets and f a i r s the r i g h t to 

the f i r s t purchase of any type of merchandise, f o r 

which purchase he was e n t i t l e d to s t a t e h i s own p r i c e 

which the owner of the merchandise had to accept. 

Even though purchases were made on these terms the 

s e l l e r was fortunate i f he l o s t nothing f u r t h e r . 

Henry I I I i s the outstanding example of the king who 

could not pay h i s debts and there are complaints made 

that whereas the best of the produce i n the market was 

purveyed to the r o y a l use, l i t t l e or no attempt was 

i n f a c t made to pay f o r i t . I t i s with the Tudor 

monarchs that these p r a c t i c e s come to an end. 

These are the e x t e r n a l f e a t u r e s of the trade of 

the f a i r . I t must be remembered that x m t i l the growth 

of towns and shop-economy the f a i r was an a l l - I m p o r t a n t 

event i n the t r a d i n g world, l o c a l , n a t i o n a l and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l * A l l c l a s s e s of the community had to 

attend t h e i r l o c a l f a i r i n order to supply t h e i r d a i l y 

wants. The d i a r i e s and farming books, l e t t e r s and 

other domestic records from the Middle Ages to the end 

of the eighteenth century a l l bear witness of the 

Important p a r t played by the f a i r i n the year's l i f e 

and economy. The lady of the house had to consider the 

needs of the year when she v i s i t e d the f a i r , f o r i t was 
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only during i t that she could o b t a i n those g r e a t e r 

commodities which the l o c a l market oould not supply. 

The b a i l i f f of the l o r d ' s e s t a t e was i n the same 

p o s i t i o n . Every rank and every c l a s s r equired to 

trade i n the f a i r . The bishop and the abbot, the 

l o r d , the yeoman, the peasant, e i t h e r himself 

v i s i t e d or sent h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to each y e a r l y 

f a i r where he could buy not only f o o d s t u f f s and 

c l o t h i n g but a l s o l u x u r i e s and f o r e i g n wares, h i s 

horses, h i s armour, h i s robes, the l a d y ' s f i n e r y , 

or the implements of the farm, the best produce of 

other p a r t s of the coiintryslde - sheep, cheeses, 

corn - or - by the sea-coast - f i s h , I n some cases 

the r a r e commodity - books. Almost everything was 

to be bought i n the f a i r , and i t was only I n the f a i r 

that almost everything was to be bought. No household, 

i f i t were to l i v e i n p r o s p e r i t y and contentment, could 

a f f o r d to n e g l e c t to s e l l i t s s u r p l u s products a t the 

f a i r or to buy there those things of which i t stood 

i n need. 

As d i v e r s e as the goods of f e r e d f o r s a l e so d i v e r s e 

were the people to be found a t the f a i r . I t was always 

an opportunity of renewing old acquaintanceships besides 

being a n a t u r a l l y r e g u l a r meeting-place of f r i e n d s . 

The same f i g u r e s are to be seen year a f t e r year as 

the f a i r came round u n t i l the news i s brought that 

t h e i r suecessor^merchants w i l l take t h e i r p l a c e . The 

great men of the d i s t r i c t were to be found th e r e , 

mingling with the crowds, a l l i n t e n t on the b u s i n e s s 

I n hand whether commercial, p o l i t i c a l , or merely the 

matter of amusement. I n Y o r k s h i r e there could be heard 

the mixture of the d i a l e c t s as the men of the towns and 
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r i d i n g s came together. Beyond the crowd of n a t i v e 

Yorkshiremen there were the men of the other counties 

of England, f o r there were few p l a c e s i n England which 

had no trade with Y o r k s h i r e . Then there was a l s o the 

f o r e i g n e r , the men of the • ^ p i r e " i n Angevin times, 

from Anjou, Aquitaine, and i n l a t e r times the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the American c o l o n i e s ; i n a l l times 

there were merchants of F l a n d e r s , France, Germany and 

the B a l t i c Lands. Unlike the South of England, however, 

there i s a tendency i n Y o r k s h i r e to remain p a r o c h i a l ; 

the f o r e i g n e r i s accepted, even t o l e r a t e d because i t 

i s necessary to trade with him, but he i s not the 

readily-welcomed f i g u r e of the great f a i r s of 

S t . Bartholomew, S t . G i l e s , and S t . Botolph. 

The commercial s i d e of the f a i r i s i t s most 

important f e a t u r e . I t was intended to be a place where 

buying and s e l l i n g take place and these were the c h i e f 

f u n c t i o n s of the f a i r and the crowds who thronged i t . 

There remain two other f e a t u r e s to be n o t i c e d . The 

Y o r k s h i r e f a i r i s a mirror of p o l i t i c a l change, as were 

a l l E n g l i s h f a i r s . F r i e n d s h i p f o r a f r i e n d of the king 

i s a sure way to a r o y a l c h a r t e r f o r a f a i r and market; 

enmity f o r such a f r i e n d could and did lead to 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t o the l a w f u l n e s s of a f a i r . With 

changing p o l i t i c a l fortunes the ownership of a f a i r 

would a l t e r , so t h a t i t remained a source of p r o f i t to 

a member of the dominating party i n the p o l i t i c a l world. 

I n f l u e n c e as much as commercial n e c e s s i t y , i n some oases, 

appears to be at the root of the grant of the f a i r . 

S u c c e s s f u l p o l i t i c a l s e r v i c e i n peace at home, or i n war 

i n Scbtland and beyond the seas, could and did l e a d to 

r o y a l acknowledgment i n the form of a f a i r - g r a n t . Boyal 
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f a r o u r l t o s wsra always possessed of f a i r s and markets. 

The movoments of the king are to be t r a c e d i n h i s 

g r a n t s ; Xdward I i n h i s busy oampalgnlng I n Scotland 

oould pause to grant one or another T o r k s h i r e f a i r . 

The f a i r s had a f u r t h e r p o l l t l o a l Importance. They 

were the recognised plaoe of assembly f o r l a r g e crowds. 

They were the n a t u r a l means of the passage of news. 

I t I s a r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y that medieval and l a t e r r e v o l t s 

may have had at l e a s t p a r t of t h e i r o r i g i n I n the converse 

of a f a i r . U a t t e r s of great p o l l t l o a l importance oould 

be d i s c u s s e d , s e c r e t l y or openly where a l l l o c a l men of 

Importance were to be found, w h i l s t i n the orowd i t s e l f 

rumours f r e e l y took shape, and grumbling arose a t the 

p a s s i n g of the good old times and the hardness of the 

new. 

One s i d e of the f a r has remained u n t i l modern times. 

The previous quotation from the "News C h r o n i c l e " I s an 

i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s modern I n h e r i t a n c e . The f a i r to the 

modern mind i s simply a p l a c e of amusement. T h i s , the 

l e a s t important aspect, i s as old as the f a i r and has 

sxirvlved when the importauat matters of the trade done i n the 

f a i r have ceased. I t i s s a i d t h a t a t S t , Bartholomew's 

F a i r , S m l t h f l e l d , the P r i o r of S t . Bartholomew, Habere, could 

be seen performing the t r i c k s of h i s former occupation as 

a King's J e s t e r . A p a r t from such mere side-shows as 

t h i s , there were i n the f a i r the important medieval 

methods of amusement. The crowds at f a i r s provided a 

n a t u r a l audience f o r the p r e s e n t a t i o n of p l a y s ; i t was 

a t the Y o r k s h i r e f a i r s that the York m i r a c l e and the 

ffoodkirk (Towneley) mystery plays were performed. This 

was not s o l e l y f o r the purpose of e n t e r t a i n i n g the crowd 

f o r the Church s e i z e d the obvious opportunity of teaching 
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the l e s s o n s of S c r i p t u r e i n a way c a l c u l a t e d to have 

some e f f e c t . The crowd a t f a i r s was by no means 

s o l e l y occupied with the b u s i n e s s of salesmanship; 

the meeting w i t h old acquaintances c a l l e d f o r a 

measure of g a i e t y and f e a s t i n g . I n view of the 

modern id e a of what a f a i r i s , i t i s w e l l to remember 

t h a t the n i n e t e e n t h and t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s were not 

the f i r s t to f i n d p l e a s u r e i n crowded g a t h e r i n g s . 

These main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are to be seen i n 

a l l s t a g e s of the f a i r ' s development. U n t i l the end 

of the eighteenth century the f a i r i s the most 

important t h i n g i n the economy of England, f o r i n i t 

are t o be found the purchases both l a r g e and s m a l l of 

both l a r g e and s m a l l men. I t s importance i s a t t e s t e d 

by the r e a d i n e s s not only of Englishmen, but a l s o of 

f o r e i g n merchants t o undergo the h a r d s h i p s , to r i s k 

the dangers, to overcome the d i f f i c u l t i e s which beset 

the Journey t o and from the f a i r and encumbered them 

even during the time o f the f a i r . What these 

d i f f i c u l t i e s were may be b r i e f l y I n d i c a t e d , U n t i l 

a l a t e period i n the Middle Ages p i r a c y at sea was an 

everyday o c c u r r e n c e . The Y o r k s h i r e ports s u f f e r e d 

f r o m the p i r a c i e s o f t h e Scots committed a g a i n s t 

Y o r k s h i r e shipping. I n the s i x t e e n t h century the danger 

of Barbary p i r a t e s was q u i t e r e a l even o f f the E n g l i s h 

c o a s t s . The e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y saw t h e appearance of 

American p r i v a t e e r s i n the North Sea. T r a v e l a t sea 

was dangerous, and on land u n t i l the Tudor period the 

merchants were i n o n l y a s l i g h t l y l e s s dangerous p o s i t i o n 

The more modern period saw t h e depredations of the 

highwaymen, o f whom Nevinson, e a r l y i n the eighteenth 

c e n t u r y , I s the o u t s t a n d i n g f i g u r e , i n Y o r k s h i r e . 
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I n the Middle Ages there was the danger of a t t a c k by 

outlaws - p o s s i b l y i n the f o r e s t of G a l t r e s - w h i l s t 

the f o r e s t of Knaresborough witnessed t h e i r crimes, 

or by men who had taken a short leave of sanctuary -

as from Beverley. Apart from the e v i l s of men there 

were other d i f f i c u l t i e s to be considered. The 

"Yorkshire Herald" of September 10th, 1934, contained 

an excerpt from the •*York Herald" of September 1834, 

headed "Accident i n York", as f o l l o w s ; " L a s t Thursday 

evening, as a waggon h e a v i l y laden with wool was 

l e a v i n g our wool market, i n passing along S t . Saviour-

gate the wheels on one s i d e sunk i n the ground, upon 

a spot which had r e c e n t l y been excavated f o r the d r a i n , 

which has not yet acquired firmness to s u s t a i n so great 

a weight. The waggon was overturned and one of the 

horses thrown down, but happily no other inconvenience 

was s u s t a i n e d than a short delay on the journey". T h i s 

accident occurred at a period when roads were being 

improved but i t i s a s l i g h t i n d i c a t i o n of the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s with which merchants of e a r l i e r c e n t u r i e s 

had to contend. Throughout the Middle Ages and u n t i l 

the beginning of the nineteenth century, E n g l i s h roads 

were i n a deplorable c o n d i t i o n . The earthen t r a c k s 

of the West Riding of Y o r k s h i r e were u n f i t f o r 

wheeled t r a f f i c and goods had to be c a r r i e d on horse-

or mule-back. This was of p a r t i c u l a r inconvenience to 

the wool-merchants and farmers of the West Biding, but 

the roads of the other p a r t s of the County were i n 

l i t t l e b e t t e r s t a t e and t r a v e l l i n g , e s p e c i a l l y i f i n the 

company of a herd of c a t t l e or a f l o c k of sheep, was 

an irksome duty. Yet with the improvement of the means 

of transport the f a i r d e c l i n e d ; the d i f f i c u l t i e s which 
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hindered those who came to i t were one of the causes 

of i t s e x i s t e n c e . I t i s only i n very modern times 

that the re v e r s e of t h i s has become true when the 

l a t e s t developments o f twentieth century trade and 

in d u s t r y and means of communication have r e v i v e d on 

a s c a l e comparable to that o f the great marts of 

the Middle Ages the l o c a l , yet world-wide, gathering 

of t r a d e r s i n the B r i t i s h I n d u s t r i e s F a i r , The 

re-emergence o f the f a i r i n modern times i s a proof 

of the v i t a l i t y of the o r g a n i s a t i o n evolved by 

medieval men and women to meet the problem of the 

constant supply of the n e c e s s i t i e s and l u i x i r i e s of 

l i f e i n every d i s t r i c t , an o r g a n i s a t i o n of trade 

which involved i n i t s own nature a l e g a l and J u d i c i a l 

development, a p o l i t i c a l meeting and a s o c i a l 

foregathering* 
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CHAPTER I . 

THE ECCLESIASTICAL NATUEE OF TEE FAIR. 

R e l i g i o u s Sanctions and Trade; the p a r i s h -

church and the pat r o n a l f e s t i v a l , connection of 

grants of f a i r s with; f a i r s on s a i n t s ' days and 

Sunday markets; e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , n a t i o n a l and l o c a l 

r e g u l a t i o n s a g a i n s t the p r a c t i c e ; e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

ownership of Y o r k s h i r e f a i r s and markets, 

a r c h i e p i s c o p a l , monastic, e x t e r n a l ; e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

exemptions from t o l l s ; the p r o f i t s from t o l l s and 

c o l l e c t i o n s ; p r i e s t s i n f a i r s ; mystery-plays. 

oOo 
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I t has been s a i d above that an important cause of 

the appearance of the f a i r was the thronging of pious men 

and women to the mother-chureh of t h e i r d i s t r i c t on the 

occasion of some great r e l i g i o u s f e s t i v a l . Throughout 

the Middle Ages the Church maintained a keen i n t e r e s t i n 

the conduct of business r e l a t i o n s h i p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y as 

they were manifested i n the market and f a i r . Business 

was not separated from r e l i g i o n ; great e c c l e s i a s t i c s and 

humble p a r i s h - p r i e s t s were concerned i n the s a l e s and 

purchases of the markets; some of them were themselves 

possessed of f a i r s . Abbeys sought p r i v i l e g e s f o r the 

oonduct of the trade which was making Y o r k s h i r e wealthy. 

I n t h i s chapter the development of the Y o r k s h i r e f a i r s 

and markets w i l l be studied i n r e l a t i o n to the a t t i t u d e of 

the Church towards them - the Church, that i s , i n i t s 

corporate c a p a c i t y framing r e g u l a t i o n s a p p l i c a b l e to a l l 

i t s members, and a l s o as i t i s composed of i n d i v i d u a l 

men and i n s t i t u t i o n s , each with a personal i n t e r e s t i n 

trade and, on account of that i n t e r e s t , sometimes regarding 

and sometimes d i s r e g a r d i n g e c c l e s i a s t i c a l canons. There 

i s a l s o to be remembered the d i s t i n c t i o n between l a y and 

c l e r i c w i t h i n the Church, f o r , as more modern times were 

reached, the l a y i n t e r e s t becomes the more predominant 

i n the development of the f a i r . 

R e l i g i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were from the f i r s t an 

important f a c t o r i n trade r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Bonds iriaich had 

been entered upon i n the presence of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 

the r i t e s of the f a i t h or which had been supported by some 

symbol of r e l i g i o n as the oath, or which had been made i n 

some s a c r e d place were from pagan times of the most binding 

n a t u r e . There i s i n Y o r k s h i r e one i n t e r e s t i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n 

of the s u r v i v a l of t h i s s p i r i t i n t o the Middle Ages. 
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At Scarborough bargains were f r e q u e n t l y r a t i f i e d i n e a r l y 

times over a l a r g e stone s i t u a t e a t the North end of High 

T o l l e r g a t e , on the road to S t . Mary's Church, the money 

"brought i n payment f o r the goods being placed on the stone 

i n the presence of w i t n e s s e s . I t seems a matter of 

p r o b a b i l i t y t h at i n pagan times t h i s stone represented a 

centre of s a c r e d f e e l i n g s and s u p e r s t i t i o n s and as such was 

considered an adequate witness to bargains or oaths made 

upon i t . ^ " ^ ^ T h i s s u r v i v a l of paganism was given a sounder and 

more acceptable meaning i n the hands of Church teaching. 

Contracts made not only f o r the b e n e f i t of man were i n 

xmdiseiplined times the moat c e r t a i n to be observed; the 

outward r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i o n involved i n the r a t i f i c a t i o n 

of a c o n t r a c t by means of an oath or through the presence 

of an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o f f i c i a l , or, l e s s m a t e r i a l l y , made 

more memorable by a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a f e a s t or tomb of a 

s a i n t , meant t h a t a s i g n i f i c a n c e was attached to that 

co n t r a c t which i n the Middle Ages could not l i g h t l y be 

s e t a s i d e . Through t h i s teaching the Church i n time 

brought men to understand the binding nature of a 8ontract 

i n i t s e l f , but i n the e a r l y Middle Ages i t was necessary to 

use e x t e r n a l p e r s u a s i o n . This i s the reason f o r the 

s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t t h a t i n the m a j o r i t y of cases of grants 

of f a i r s - and t h i s i s true of a l l England, not s o l e l y of 

Y o r k s h i r e - the date s e l e c t e d was the f e s t i v a l of the sai&t 

to whom the p a r i s h church was dedicated. There were other 

reasons a l s o . On that day there was expected at the Church 

a g r e a t e r than u s u a l attendance, and wherever there i s an 

assembly of people, there i s the opportunity of the t r a d e r 

who p r e f e r s to s e l l many goods on few occasions r a t h e r than 

by tramping the countryside to s e l l few goods on many 

occasions. S u p p l i e s had n a t u r a l l y to be obtained f o r the 
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feedlng and accommodation of the crowds foregathered around 

the Church - foregathering o r i g i n a l l y f o r the sake of 

devotion, but i n l a t e r years coming p r i m a r i l y f o r the 

purpose of trade. Thus i n Y o r k s h i r e the e a r l y grants of 

f a i r s are designed so that the pa t r o n a l f e s t i v a l I s the 

c h i e f day of the f a i r . At York I t was i n e v i t a b l e that the 

f a i r - p a r t i c u l a r l y as i t was i n the hands of the Archbishop -

should be held on and around the f e a s t of S t , P e t e r , the patronal 

f e s t i v a l of the Cathedral Church, At H u l l the f a i r centred 

round the f e a s t of Holy T r i n i t y , beginning i n 1279 as a 

three-day f a i r on the v i g i l day and morrow of that f e s t i v a l 

and growing to a t h i r t y - d a y f a i r i n the time of Edward I 

(1299), to begin on the f e a s t of S t . Augustine a f t e r E a s t e r 

( A p r i l 2 6 t h ) a n a l t e r a t i o n very noteworthy s i n c e i t 

Invol v e s the change from the important l o c a l day to a day 

popular i n Yor k s h i r e which, i n t h i s case, i n v o l v e s a 

s u f f i c i e n t duration to cause the f a i r to include the p a r i s h -

f e s t i v a l towards i t s c l o s e . At Hedon - i n medieval times 

an important Y o r k s h i r e centre of trade - the p r i n c i p a l 

church of the town has S t . Augustine as i t s patron s a i n t -

here again the f a i r was a s s o c i a t e d with the pa t r o n a l 

f e s t i v a l . An e a r l y grant by an Archbishop of York to the 

p r i o r and monks of Po n t e f r a c t was embodied I n a Cha r t e r 

which enabled them to hold **a weekly market on Wednesdays 

i n the v i l l a g e of Barnsley, and one y e a r l y f a i r , to l a s t 

four days - that i s to say on the eve and day of S t . Michael 

(September 29th) and the two days f o l l o w i n g , with a l l the 

l i b e r t i e s and usages to such a f a i r appertaining.** Here 

the choice of Michaelmas was made because the monks of the 

S t . JohnsPrlory of Po n t e f r a c t held the wardenship over the 

H o s p i t a l of S t . Nicholas to which was attached S t . Michael*s 

Church i n Barnsley. At Pont e f r a c t i t s e l f the f a i r was he l d 
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on S t . G i l e s ' s day (September 1 s t ) , t he p a t r o n a l f e s t i v a l 

o f the church t h e r e . ̂"̂ ^ I n the case o f those towns which 

r e j o i c e d i n b e i n g t he home o f a s a i n t , i t was T.ore than 

ever n a t u r a l t h a t the f a i r should be held on the days on 

which he was e s p e c i a l l y corrjneTnorated, I n Y o r k s h i r e two 

oases i m n e d i a t e l y may be remarked. Ripon h e l d i t s f a i r 

when c o l l e c t i o n s from w o r s h i p p e r s and merchants c o u l d be 

c o n v e n i e n t l y made t h e r e by the monks on the v a r i o u s 
(4) 

a n n i v e r s a r i e s connected w i t h S t . W i l f r i d o f Ripon; the 

f a i r s a t B e v e r l e y were from the time o f Edward t h e Confessor 

connected w i t h the f e a s t s h e l d t c the me-ory of S t . John o f 

B e v e r l e y , ^ ^ ^ B r i d l i n g t o n , i n the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , g a i n e d 

f a i r s t o be h e l d on the v i g i l , day and morrow o f the 

d e p o s i t i o n o f S t . John, l a t e P r i o r of B r i d l i n g t o n , and 

on the v i g i l , day and morrow o f the t r a n s l a t i o n o f the same 

St . John, both f a i r s b e i n g g r a n t e d t o the P r i o r o f S t . Mary's 

C o n v e n t . T h e r e are two o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t eworthy 

i n s t a n c e s o f such a c o n n e c t i o n . Howley i s a sma l l p l a c e 

w i t h i n the p a r i s h , f i r s t of Morley, then o f B a t l e y . 

Here t h e r e was a p p a r e n t l y a s m a l l c h a p e l , designed t o serve 

the needs o f a s m a l l community, known from i t s s i t u a t i o n as 

a f i e l d - k i r k . Beside i t was a h o l y w e l l o f s u f f i c i e n t note 

t o draw p i l g r i m s t o i t . These two pl a c e s o f wors h i p proved 

s u f f i c i e n t t o g i v e r i s e t o a wake i n the v i l l a g e which i n 

time developed i n t o the f i e l d - k i r k f a i r , known t o more 
f 7) 

modern times as Field-Cock F a i r . ^ ' The f a i r a t Masham was 

gr a n t e d t o be h e l d on the f e s t i v a l of the p a t r o n s a i n t of 

the Church - the Blessed V i r g i n Mary, the C h a r t e r g r a n t i n g 

i t b e i n g i n the n a t u r e o f a c o n f i r m a t i o n o f an a l r e a d y 

e x i s t i n g p r i v i l e g e i n d i c a t i n g a p r e s c r i p t i v e r i g h t t o a 

f a i r h e l d p o s s i b l y from times b e f o r e t h e Norman Conquest. 

There i s q u i t e a p o s s i b l e element i n the t h e o r y t h a t the 

c o n n e c t i o n between the day o f the f a i r and the p a t r o n a l 
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f e s t i v a l o r i g i n a t e d w i t h the Saxons, even i f i t i s u n t r u e 

t o say t h a t K i n g A l f r e d i n t r o d u c e d f a i r s t o England i n 886. 

I t i s a t r a d i t i o n a t Masham t h a t t h e September f a i r s ( i . e . 

those o r i g i n a l l y g r a n t e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the f e a s t of 

the N a t i v i t y of the V i r g i n ) s h a l l be rung i n on the 

C h u r c h - b e l l s , t he sound b e i n g i n t e n d e d t o guide persons 

j o u r n e y i n g across t h e moors on t h e i r way t o the f a i r s . 

A gain t h e r e i s some ground f o r supposing t h a t t h i s was not 

the o r i g i n a l reason f o r the r i n g i n g o f t h e b e l l s , t h e r e a l 

cause b e i n g t h e summons o f the people o f the neighbourhood 

t o t h e i r w o r s h i p on the p a t r o n e l f e s t i v a l . The C h a r t e r o f 

Henry I I t o the Abbey o f iffhitby i s a s t i l l f u r t h e r example 

o f t h i s adherence i n medieval England t o t h e s a i n t o f the 

church of the g r a n t e e , s i n c e i t r u n s : " I g r a n t and c o n f i r m 

t o t h e a f o r e s a i d church ( i . e . t h e Abbey a t y/hitby) i n the 

s a i d v i l l o f i ^ h i t b y burgage and a f a i r on the f e a s t o f 

S t . H i l d a , w i t h soc and sac, w i t h t o l and team, and 

i n f a n g e n e t h e o f ; and l e t a l l the comers t o t h e s a i d f a i r have 

my f i r m peace w i t h a l l t h e i r goods coming and g o i n g . " ^ ^ ^ 

S t . H i l d a i s , o f c o u r s e , t h e g r e a t A n g l i a n Abbess o f Whitby 

so t h a t »Vhitby t a k e s i t s p l a c e w i t h Rlpon,Beverley, and 

B r i d l i n g t o n i n c e l e b r a t i n g w i t h a f a i r the p a t r o n a l f e s t i v a l 

o f a s a i n t whose c a r e e r had belonged t o the e a r l y days o f 

the town. The g r a n t made by Henry I I t o ^^hitby Abbey was 

c o n f i r m e d by Ri c h a r d I . 

I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the f a i r h e l d on S t , Mary Eiilagdalen*s 

day a t Hedon t h e r e i s an i n t e r e s t i n g g r a n t f r o m t he b r e t h r e n 

of a h o s p i t a l t o W i l l i a m , C h a p l a i n of Ederwic, o f the 

chapel of S t . Mary Magdalen o f Hedon. This g r a n t i n c l u d e s 

"the whole c l o s e p e r t a i n i n g t o the same place ( i . e . the 

c h a p e l ) , and w i t h the whole f a i r , c o n r t t i a u i n g f o r e i g h t days, 

w i t h i n and w i t h o u t the town." T h i s c h a p e l , not t o be confused 



v i t l i the Chapel at Magdalen H i l l , was connected v l t h the 
h o s p i t a l and occupied part of i t s s i t e a t Newton Garth, 
When t h i s grant t o W i l l i a m , the Chaplain of Etherwick, 
i s s t u d i e d I n connection w i t h the Charter of Henry I I , 
i t becomes obvious t h a t the brethre n of the H o s p i t a l of 
S t . Mary Magdalen at Newton b u i l t t h e i r Chapel at Newton 
a f t e r they had obtained the r i g h t t o hold a f a i r t h e r e , and 
then gave t o the Chapel the same ded i c a t i o n as t h a t of the 
h o s p i t a l i t s e l f , and thus also made the p a t r o n a l f e s t i v a l 
of the new Chapel f a l l on the day of the f a i r . Here, then, 
there i s the reverse of the usual process i n the connection 
between saint's-day and f a i r , proving t h a t the commemoration 
of the one was an almost indispensable adjunct of the growth 
of the other, a t l e a s t i n i t s e a r l y days as a t r a d i n g c e n t r e . 
The reason f o r the transference o f the Chapel w i t h a l l i t s 
revenues and emoluments t o t h i s Etherwick Chaplain i s not 
st a t e d i n the Hos p i t a l records, but the transference included 
the land on which the f a i r was he l d , and the f a i r i t s e l f , so 
th a t the t o l l s of the f a i r passed i n t o h i s hands. The grant 
d i d not deprive the h o s p i t a l of a l l i n t e r e s t i n the f a i r , 
since i t was only f o r the term of William's l i f e , and at 
hi s death the Chapel, lands and f a i r r e v e r t e d t o the 
h o s p i t a l , ( i O ) 

I n Yorkshire c e r t a i n saint's-days stand out as being 
more popular than others f o r the ho l d i n g of f a i r s . Of these 
the f e s t i v a l s of the V i r g i n are Immediately conspicuous. 
Eighteen Yorkshire f a i r s were held on the f e a s t of the 

(Sept, 8) 
n a t i v i t y of the Virgin^^- those at Sedbergh, Raveneserod, 
Gisburn, B r i g n a l l , P i c k e r i n g , Easingwold, Osgodby, Kirkby 
Malasart, P l o k h i l l , Boroughbridge, Bootham ( Y o r k ) , P a t e l e y -
Bridge, Withernsea, Studley, S t a i n f o r t h , Masham and 
B r i d l i n g t o n , and the f o o d k l r k f a i r . On the fe a s t of the 

(Aug. 15) 
Ass\amption,^ there were t h i r t e e n - at Masham, Hovingham, 

Tadcaster, T o l l e r t o n , Almondbury, Eemingborough, Coxwold, 
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East / / i t t o n , -/ithernsea, Ripley, B r i d l i n g t o n and Guisborough, 
together w i t h a f u r t h e r Jifoodkirk f a i r . I t i s , however, a 
s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t h a t there should be only one f a i r - t h a t at 
Pocklington - i n Yorkshire on the f e a s t of the Annunciation 
(March 25), St. Mary Magdalene i s a very popular s a i n t ; on 
her commemoration (July 22) Yorkshire witnessed ten f a i r s -
those of Otley, < / h i t g i f t , Campsall, Sledmere, Wandsforth, Market 
.i/eighton, T h o r n h i l l , B u r t o n Constable, Hedon and Selby. 
Whilst there were ten f a i r s on the day of the E x a l t a t i o n 
of the Cross (Sept. 14), there were only two on the day of the 
Invention (May 3 ) ; these were, at the E x a l t a t i o n , Sherburn, 
A d l i n g f l e e t , J h o r l t o n , Richmond, P i c k e r i n g , F a x f l e e t , 
Swinefleet, T o l l e r t o n , S h e r i f f Hut ten, L e c k o n f i e l d ; a t the 
I n v e n t i o n , Emley and Brandsburton. There i s a s i m i l a r contrast 
i n the number of f a i r s held on the two feasts of St. John the 
B a p t i s t ; there were nine on the anniversary of the N a t i v i t y 
(June 24) - -/alshford, Newton-upon-Ouse, Carnaby, Learning, 
Rotherham, Bedale, T o l l e r t o n , Beverley and Exelby (Burneston) -
but only two on the anniversary of the D e c o l l a t i o n (August 
29) - Carnaby and Holm. There were nine f a i r s on the feasts 
of St. James (July 25) and of a l l Saints (November 1 ) . 
K i l d a l e , Thwing, K i l v i n g t o n , -i/'akef i e l d , Carperby, Burton-in-
Lonsdale, Boroughbridge, Cottingham and barter represent a 
wide area of Yorkshire; these are the St. James' f a i r s . 
The . i l l S a i n t s ' f a i r s tend to be found i n Eastern Yorkshire, 
u Wakefield f a i r and one at Boroughbridge are exceptions t o 
a group made up of Heslerton, Lunt-on-the-Wolds, Pocklington, 
Thornton-by-Plckering, Newton-upon-Ouse, Kilham, Skipsea. 
There were few English s a i n t s of the Middle Ages so popular 
as St. Thoiras of Canterbury. On the day known as the 
" T r a n s l a t i o n of St. Thomas the Martyr" (July 7 ) , there were 
ei g h t f a i r s i n Yorkshire - at Thwing, Thornton-by-Skipton, 
P a t r i n g t o n , Thorner, T o p c l i f f , Skipsea, Kirkburn-on-the-Wolds, 
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Rothwell. There were e i g h t also on the feast of Holy T r i n i t y 
Tanshelf, Stonegrave, H u l l , Thornton-by-Pickering, South Cave, 
S h e f f i e l d , Wandesley and Wensley. Seven f a i r s , Sigglesthorne, 
Kilham, Ba r t o n - l e - S t r e e t , S e t t l e , D u f f i e l d , Cotum and North 
Newbald, took place on St. Laurence's Day (Aug. 10); there 
were seven at Michaelmas (Sept. 29) - Barnsley, Hanburg, Pannal 
Grassington, Aldborough, Kirkby-Malasart, Bedale; seven also at 
Martinmas (Nov. 11) - Bowes, Burton-Agnes, Lowthorpe, Sinnington 
East Wltton, Cottingham and Womersley, w i t h one on St. Martin's 

(July 4) 
day i n Summer/jat Seamer. St. Margaret's day (July 20) and the 
feast of St. Peter ad Vincula (Aug. 1) each witnessed s i x f a i r s 
on the former there were f a i r s at Selby, Pocklington, 
Scameston, Br a y t h w e l l , Knaresborough, R i c c a l l ; on the l a t t e r 
f a i r s were held at York (the home of St. Peter's M i n s t e r ) , 
Slaughteburne, C r o f t , Elland, Hornsea and Kirkburn-on-the-Wolds. 
The f a i r s of Burgh-on-Humber, Wath, Rothwell, and, i n modern 
times, N o r t h a l l e r t o n , were granted f o r St. Matthew's Day (Sept. 
21J; those of Penningsale, Cranswick, Elland and Masham f o r 
St. Barnabas' day (June 11). Leven, Keighley and Middleham 
held f a i r s on the feast of Saints Simon and Jude (Oct. 28). 
There were f a i r s at Ayton and Carperby on St. Andrew's day, 
(Nov. 30), at C l i f f and Rotherham on St. Edmund's day (Nov. 20), 
at Hedon and H u l l on St. Augustine's Day, (Aug. 28), a t 
Wakefield and N o s t e l l on St. Oswald's Day (Aug. 5) and a t 
I l k l e y and Appletreewick on St. Luke's Day (Oct. 18). 
I t i s not only to modern minds t h a t St. George i s popular; yet 
only one Yorkshire f a i r - t h a t at N o r t h a l l e r t o n , a s i x t e e n t h 
century grant - appears to have been held on his anniversary, 
( A p r i l 23). There were several days on which only one f a i r was 
held throughout the whole County - St. Denis's Day (Oct. 9 ) , 
when there was a f a i r at Abberford; St. Edmund the Archbishop's, 
(Nov. 16), at Rotherham; St. Swithin's (July 15) at Bowes; St. 
Botolph's (June 17) at Buttercrambe, where there was also one 
on St. Leonard's Day (Nov.6); one at Barnsley on the day of 
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the Conversion of St. Paul {Jan. 25); a t Mlddleham on the 
feast of St. Alkeld the V i r g i n (Oct. 27); at Bolton-ln-Craven 
on the day of Saints Peter and Paul (June 2 9 ) ; at Whitby on 
the Abbey's patronal f e s t i v a l of St. Hilda (Nov, 17); at 
Pontefract on St, Giles's Day (Sept. 1 ) ; a t N o r t h a l l e r t o n 
at Candlemas (Feb. 2 ) , and the feast of St. Bartholomew 
(Aug. 24); and at York at Lammas-tide (Aug. 1 ) . I t was 
probably only n a t u r a l t h a t Ripon alone should have a f a i r on 
the feast of the t r a n s l a t i o n of S t . W i l f r i d of Ripon, Just as 
i t was n a t u r a l t h a t B r i d l i n g t o n alone should hold f a i r s on the 
feasts of the deposition and t r a n s l a t i o n of St, John, a p r i o r 
of B r i d l i n g t o n . I t i s remarkable, however, t h a t few Yorkshire 
f a i r s were connected w i t h the greater Church f e s t i v a l s ; there 
were f i v e a t V/hitsuntide - Burton-in-Lonsdale, Wortley, 
Skelton-in-Cleveland, Middleham and York; one at Easter - at 
D u f f i e l d ; there were two - at Bedale and Beverley - at 
Ascensiontide. There was one at Pontefract i n Lent - on 
Palm Sunday. The l e g a l and comp.ercial s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
the days thus chosen i n the varied parts of Yorkshire f o r 
the holding of f a i r s w i l l be emphasised i n l a t e r chapters; 
here i t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o note the d i r e c t i o n of the p i e t y which 
at f i r s t r e q u i r i n g r e l i g i o u s observance became a p r i n c i p a l 
cause of t h e establishment, growth and development of the 
annual marts of Yorkshire. Here i t must also not be f o r g o t t e n 
t h a t mere than one weekly market i n Yorkshire, as i n other 
parts of t h e country, was held on Sunday.^^"^^ 

I t i s , of course, not only t r u e t h a t people came to 
Church and stayed t o tr a d e , i t i s also true that some people 
came t o trade and stayed to Church. Whilst f a i r s and 
markets were held on s a i n t s ' days and on t h e f e s t i v a l s of 
the Church only a par t of the r e l i g i o u s i n t e n t i o n would have 
been successful i f they had been held a t some distance away 
from the Church. To medieval minds i t was n a t u r a l t h a t 
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t r a d l n g should be c a r r i e d out i n close p r o x i m i t y t o the 
church; there was nothing incongruous i n h o l d i n g a f a i r or 
a market i n a churchyard. Before people dispersed down the 
t r a c k s leading t o i s o l a t e d homesteads there were groups 
amongst whom business eould e a s i l y be done. I f the merchant 
waited u n t i l a l l had gone home h i s became the unenviable 
task o f t r a d i n g h i s wares from v i l l a g e t o v i l l a g e or from 
house t o house, thus wasting time without g a i n i n g the 
increased o p p o r t u n i t y of sale which the eagerness and 
competitive nature o f a crowd a f f o r d s . At the same time, 
from the p o i n t of view of the consimer i t was not p o s s i b l e 
to f o r e c a s t vhat t r a v e l l i n g packman would b r i n g h i s goods 
to the v i l l a g e or what h i s goods would be. There was from 
both p o i n t s of view advantage i n e f f e c t i n g sales and 
purchases w h i l s t people were gathered together i n the 
churchyard or church grounds. I l i a t t h i s was i n e a r l y days 
a recognised custom i s borne out by a Charter of c o n f i r m a t i o n 
by Archbishop W i l l i a m i n Stephen's r e i g n of grants made t o 
Beverley by Archbishop Thurstan, which runs: 

"Be i t known t h a t I have granted and given and by the 
testimony of t h i s present c h a r t e r have confirmed 
to the burgesses d w e l l i n g i n the town of Beverley 
t o l l f o r ever f o r e i g h t marks every year except on 
three f e a s t s which said t o l l then belongs t o us and to 
the canons, t h a t i s on the f e a s t of St, John the 
Confessor i n May namely from the t h i r d hour on the eve 
of the said f e a s t u n t i l the evening of the same f e s t i v a l 
and i f the f a i r - d a y s h a l l happen on the eve or on the 
f o l l o w i n g day a f t e r the feast the f a i r s h a l l be i n 
the churchyard. I n l i k e manner i t s h a l l be observed 
at the f e a s t o f the T r a n s l a t i o n of St, John but on 
the great f e a s t t h a t i s t o say on the n a t i v i t y of 
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S t . John the B a p t i s t from the day of St. Botolph 
u n t i l the t h i r d day from the f e a s t l e t i t be observed 
according t o the custom of St. John and i f the f a i r - d a y 
s h a l l happen on any of the three days before the f e a s t 
or on the day a f t e r the_ f e a s t i t s h a l l be holden i n the 
church yard and on these three feasts i n t h i s manner t o 
be observed I have f r e e d and also a c q u i t t e d the same 
burgesses from a l l t o l l . " '^^^ 

c l e a r 
This c h a r t e r i s i n o i a t o n t s u f f i c i e n t l y ^ i n i t s evidence, 
There i s also a char t e r i n the Goucher Book of Selby which 
shows t h a t where the f a i r and saiarket were not held a c t u a l l y 
w i t h i n the churchyard they were held i n as close p r o x i m i t y 
t o i t as p o s s i b l e . This c h a r t e r , granted i n 1304 by Henry 
de Laoy, E a r l of L i n c o l n and Constable of Chester who at 
th a t time held the Manor of Selby, t o the Abbey of St. 
G-ermanus at Selby, i n c l u d e s : 

"Be i t known t h a t we, f o r the welfare of our s o u l , and 
our ancestors', have granted t o the Abbot and Convent 
of Selby t h a t they and t h e i r successors s h a l l have and 
hold i n the town of W h i t g i f t the cemetery once dedicated 
t h e r e , Just as i t i s bounded by the dykes as f a r as a 
c e r t a i n place where our f a i r i s held each year on the 
fea s t of St. Mary Magdalene, beside the a f o r e s a i d 
cemetery, i n the a f o r e s a i d town towards the n o r t h , f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i n g a church or chapel i n t h a t same cemetery."^"^^ 

Yet w h i l s t t h i s was a customary p r a c t i c e , there were c e r t a i n 
exceptions. At Hedon the f a i r was held upon land which d i d 
belong t o the h o s p i t a l but which was not i n i t s immediate 
neighbourhood. The custom probably never obtained a t 
Barnsley, but i n t h i s case again the open space s t i l l known 
as the Church F i e l d provided so ample a f a c i l i t y f o r the 
purpose of f a i r and market i n close c o n t i g u i t y t o the ohuroh 
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t h a t i t was mmecessary a c t u a l l y t o encroach upon consecrated 
ground. When l a t e r an Easter f a i r was i n s t i t u t e d a t Barnsley 
the p r o h i b i t i o n by Edward I was h e l d i n mind and i t s s i t e 
was arranged f u r t h e r from the church on what came t o be 
known as May-day G r e e n , J This problem has given r i s e t o 
some controversy at Whitby. Between the pariah-church and 
the Abbey there i s today an open space u s u a l l y i n h a b i t e d 
by p a l m i s t s and the c a t e r e r s of roundabout amusements. 
This does not provide s u f f i c i e n t evidence f o r the popular 
and l o n g - l i v e d b e l i e f t h a t before the d i s s o l u t i o n of the 
Abbey t h a t open space immediately t o the east of the 
churchyard was the only market space and t h a t the ancient 
cross which stands there was the market cross of the town, 
the witness of a continuous record of Whitby markets and 
f a i r s . I t i s more probable t h a t t h a t cross was not a 
market cross but stood w i t h i n the cemetery of the Abbey so 
t h a t the two cemeteries had one common boundary, there 
being, t h e r e f o r e , no open space between church and Abbey 
before the s i x t e e n t h century. There would s t i l l , of course, 
remain the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the f a i r was h e l d w i t h i n the 
churchyard. But i t must be no t i c e d t h a t i n most cases where 
a f a i r or market was held w i t h i n a churchyard, i t was the 
chTirohyard of a p a r i s h church and not t h a t of an abbey. 
Thus i t becomes Impossible to hold the view t h a t the 
ancient cross could have been the market cross w h i l s t i t was 
u n l i k e l y t h a t the Whitby monks would demean themselves t o 
the extent of p e r m i t t i n g a market w i t h i n the boundaries of 
t h e i r Abbey. Th«ir a t t i t u d e t o the l a i t y - whom by f i x e d 
p o l i c y they kept so f a r as possible at a distance - i s shown 
q u i t e c l e a r l y by the b u i l d i n g of a p a r i s h church when the 
Abbey began t o prosper, so that the l a i t y might not come 
i n t o the Abbey church. There i s , then, some negative 
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inf l u e n c e against the popular view-point, but there i s much 
a f f i r m a t i v e evidence f o r the view t h a t the Whitby markets 
and f a i r were held lower i n the town. I n a l l the e a r l y n o t i c e s 

of f a i r s and markets at Whitby - as i n the cha r t e r s of Henry I I 
and Richard I - they are always s t a t e d t o have been h e l d i n the 
town and t o be connected w i t h the r i g h t of burgage. There was 
no p a r t of the town of Whitby, nor were there any burgage 
tenements near the market cross since a l l the b u i l d i n g s of 
the east c l i f f were attached t o , and i n the tenure o f , the 
Abbey. From a dispute between a Whitby Abbot and S i r Alexander 
Percy of the neighbouring v i l l a g e of Sneaton i t i s evident t h a t 
corn was bought and sold, t h a t the standard bushels f o r 

were kept 
measuring corn^ and t h a t the market c l e r k had h i s s t a t i o n , 
w i t h i n the " p o r t " of Whitby, i . e . the modern "lower town".'^^' 

Yet Whitby and Barnsley must be considered exceptions. 
Whilst t h i s i s admitted i t must also be admitted t h a t from 
e a r l y times the o f f i c i a l p o l i c y of Church and State was d i r e c t e d 
against the p r a c t i c e . I t was not customary - i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
because of i t s i m p o s s i b i l i t y - f o r the Church t o maintain the 
a t t i t u d e which i s expressed i n a l e t t e r of Archbishop Thomas 
of York t o the Chapter of Beverley, bearing the date of 
February 28th, 1303-4, and w r i t t e n i n the time of Ember Days. 
This l e t t e r includes the f o l l o w i n g passage: 

"And by the sacred canons, tournaments, duels and f a i r s , 
i n which murders and dangers of animals can e a s i l y happen, 
are f o r b i d d e n and completely reproved. 
On account of which, we, bound t o the observance of the 
sacred canons, wishing t o keep souls from danger, warn 
you a l l and each under p a i n of the greater excommunication 
not t o a t t e n d such spectacles, nor t o a l l o w your servants 
and members of your household t o att e n d them, l e a s t of 
a l l i n these days of f a s t i n g . 
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" I f any such have been proclaimed, they s h a l l be 
revoked without delay." (16) 

The Church might indeed i n s i s t on abstinence from attendance 
at f a i r s and tournaments - both an ingrained h a b i t amongst 
men i n the Middle Ages - on her fast-days but i t was 
impossible t o i n s i s t on complete non-attendance. A s i m i l a r 
i n a b i l i t y t o secure acceptance i n observance appears t o 
have attended State L e g i s l a t i o n . 

The l e g i s l a t i o n s of Church and State pursue i n t h i s 
matter a completely concurrent course. The former n a t u r a l l y 
i s concerned w i t h the danger t o f a i t h and p i e t y which i s 
represented by t h e i r m i n g l i n g w i t h matters of business both 
at the time and place of r e l i g i o u s worship. Thuoughout 
the laws of the l a t t e r runs the echo t o t h i s f e e l i n g ; the 
State's p r o h i b i t i o n s are i n s p i r e d by the endeavour t o promote 
the r e l i g i o u s well-being of i t s s u b j e c t s , w h i l s t those who 
enact the laws also consider the e f f e c t of such r e g u l a t i o n 
on the welfare of t h e i r own souls and on t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Chtirch. The e a r l i e s t l e g i s l a t i o n on 
t h i s subject i s q u i t e d e f i n i t e l y pre-Conquest but apparently 
begins w i t h Cnut. There i s i n a c h a r t e r of Cuut, taken 
from the York Gospels, a passage i n c i t i n g men t o Sunday 
observance, which runs thus: "and f u r t h e r s t i l l we admonish 

th a t men keep Sunday's f e s t i v a l w i t h a l l t h e i r might 
and observe i t from Saturday's noon t o Monday's dawning; 
and no man be so bold t h a t he e i t h e r go t o market or 
seek any moot on t h a t holy day". 

This, i t w i l l be observed, makes, i n theory at l e a s t , 
impossible a market not only on Sunday but - since observance 
i s t o begin a t Saturday's noon - also on Saturday. Cnut's 
l e g i s l a t i o n had no l a s t i n g e f f e c t . The convenience of a 
market on such a day was too great and i n the e a r l y Middle 
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Ages there even appeared the p r a c t i c e of g r a n t i n g 
indulgences t o those who came t o the f a i r s oH great 
f e s t i v a l s . From the time of Cuut w i t h one other eleventh 
century exception there i s a long period of s i l e n c e on the 
pa r t of both Church and State on t h i s s u b j e c t , a period of 
s i l e n c e during which the double p r a c t i c e - t h a t of holding 
the f a i r on a s a i n t ' s day or Sunday and i n or near the 
churchyard - became more and more an i n g r a i n e d h a b i t amongst 
English people. W h i l s t , however, the o f f i c i a l voice of 
l e g i s l a t i o n was s i l e n t there were attempts t o meet the 
growing neglect o f Sunday observance i n the t w e l f t h and 
t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . The response t o t h i s growth i n the 
t w e l f t h century comes immediately at the beginning of the 
t h i r t e e n t h w i t h the career i n England of Eustace, Abbot 
of Flay (the modern S t , Germer de F l a y ) . Sent by Pope 
Innocent I I I , t h i s Norman Abbot conducted a s p e c i a l mission 
i n England, preaching and denouncing the wrath of Heaven on 
a l l who worked between three o'clock on Saturday afternoon 
and sunrise on Monday morning. I n 1200 h i s eloquence i n 
London and many other places turned people away from the 
h o l d i n g of f a i r s f o r secular business on Sunday. I n the 
f o l l o w i n g year he journeyed northwards i n t o Yorkshire where 
h i s preaching had at York and some few other places an 
e f f e c t s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n London^^"^)- t h a t i s t o say i t was 
immediately but only momentarily successful. At Wakefield, 
however, he appears t o have met the t r a d i t i o n a l business a b i l i t y 
of the Yorkshireman. There, as elsewhere, he exhorted the 
people to hold no markets or f a i r s on Sunday, and, according 
t o the c h r o n i c l e r Roger of Hoveden, produced a l e t t e r which 
he declared t o haare been w r i t t e n by C h r i s t h i m s e l f , and t o 
have been found on the a l t a r of St. Sialon at Golgotha. 
This l e t t e r contained a s e r i e s of severe censures against 
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those C h r i s t i a n s who neglected t o observe the Lord's 
Day and the feasts of the Church, profaning them by buying 
and s e l l i n g i n church porches or even i n the church i t s e l f . 
As a subsidiary part of his mission Eustace of Flay exhorted 
the people to give a f a r t h i n g out of every f i v e s h i l l i n g s of 
t h e i r personal estate to buy l i g h t s f o r the church and f o r 
burying the poor. The men of \fakefield t r e a t e d h i s l e t t e r 
w i t h somewhat contemptuous u n b e l i e f w h i l s t the c i v i c a u t h o r i ­
t i e s r e p l i e d to h i s th r e a t s of p e n a l i t i e s f o r those who 
conducted t h e i r business on Sundays by c a l l i n g to account 
those who ceased work on Saturday afternoon. At l e a s t , h i s 
imposture had been bungled. There i s , however, one i n t e r e s t ­
ing account of the f a t e which b e f e l l those who refused to 
l i s t e n . The M i l l e r of Vifakefield continued to g r i n d h i s corn 
beyond the hour on Saturday permitted by Eustace w i t h the 
r e s u l t t h a t h i s corn was turned i n t o blood. Being s t i l l 
obdurate he was punished s t i l l f u r t h e r by the immovability of 
hi s m i l l - w h e e l despite a l l the waters of the Calder. A woman 
who followed h i s example placed her paste i n t o the heated oven 
only to f i n d t h a t when she expected i t t o be baked i t was 
paste s t i l l . Though not responsible f o r the f a c t t h a t Sunday 
markets were soon afterwards abolished and t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
weekdays w h i l s t those markets which had been held i n church­
yards were now removed i n t o the s t r e e t s or open spaces near 

{18) 
the church, these s t o r i e s showed the tremendous growth of 
f e e l i n g against the p r a c t i c e . 

The Church continued t o oppose the p r a c t i c e by more 
o f f i c i a l and a u t h o r i t a t i v e methods. Archbishop Melton I n 
13E4 conducted a v i s i t a t i o n of Selby Abbey i n the course of 
which he forbade the hol d i n g of markets and sales i n the 
cemetery of the C h u r c h . A s i m i l a r v i s i t a t i o n was held at 
York almost a century l a t e r - i n 1409. Here the c h i e f p o s i t ­
ion of an x i e t y was the vacant space i n f r o n t of the Minster. 
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U n t i l as l a t e as 1800 a range of tenements extended from 
the West end of St. M i c h a e l - l e - B e l f r e y Church t o the corner 
of Petergate. The b u r i a l ground o f t h a t same church, 
adjacent t o the Minster, was f r e q u e n t l y used f o r markets 
and f a i r s and f o r other f e s t i v i t i e s . I t appears from the 
records of the York Fabric R o l l s , t h a t sometimes the Chapmen 
congregated there i n such numbers t h a t the gathering assumed 
the s i z e of an i r r e g u l a r weekly market. The r e p o r t of the 
v i s i t a t i o n of 1409 was repeated i n a p r e s e n t a t i o n of 1416, 
The f u l l e r v e r s i o n of 1409 runs: "The par i s h i o n e r s ( of 

St. Mlc h a e l - l e - B e l f r e y ) say t h a t a common market f o r 
venal t h i n g s i s held on Sundays and fe a s t days i n the 
cemetery of the Church and t h a t d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s and 
goods and rushes are exposed f o r sale t h e r e : the 
horses a l s o stand over the tombs sind bodies o f the 
dead: and t h a t the worship of God i s g r e a t l y impeded 
by the noise of those who stand around,"^^^^ 

The o l d complaint made by St. B a s i l i n the f o u r t h century 
t h a t on the great church f e s t i v a l s men kept markets i n 
churchyards under colour of making b e t t e r p r o v i s i o n f o r the 
feast s could thus s t i l l be made i n f i f t e e n t h century England, 
I t might be thought t h a t the nuisance so d e f i n i t e l y s t a t e d 
i n the St, M i c h a e l - l e - B e l f r e y v i s i t a t i o n would c a l l f o r 
immediate measures of redress which would f o r a l l time 
end the p r a c t i c e . Yet a century l a t e r a p r e s e n t a t i o n , or 
complaint was made t o the Archbishop of York by the 
Churchwardens o f the Parish of R i o o a l l . I n 1519 they 
represented t h a t pedlars ( " c a l a t h a r i i " ) were accustomed 
t o come on feast-days t o the porch of t h e i r church, there 
t o s e l l t h e i r wares. ̂ -̂̂ -̂  The Churchwardens d i d not appear 
t o be opposed t o method of the merchandise but t o the f a c t 
of i t s being conducted w i t h i n the p r e c i n c t s of t h e i r Church; 
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thus, the place of sale comes t o be t r a n s f e r r e d from 
Church-porch t o market-cross, s t i l l , i t must be remembered, 
a constant reminder of the Church's i n t e r e s t i n j u s t d e a ling. 
This R i o c a l l p r e s e n t a t i o n would appear t o be the l a s t 
complaint against the p r a c t i c e of h o l d i n g f a i r s and markets 
i n churchyards but i t must not be supposed t h a t the p r a c t i c e 
came t o an end. With the s i x t e e n t h century the p r a c t i c e 
became less common and only i s o l a t e d examples from l o c a l 
r e g u l a t i o n s show t h a t measures of precaution against i t s 
recurrence had s t i l l t o be taken. With the dying out of 
t h i s p r a c t i c e there also came, although g r a d u a l l y , the 
end of the p r a c t i c e of h o l d i n g markets on Sunday; the 
growth of Puritanism was a strong f a c t o r working against 
the continuance of e i t h e r p r a c t i c e . 

I n the meantime, w h i l s t the Church was attempting 
through missioner and v i s i t a n t t o check these p r a c t i c e s 
the State had not been i d l e . Yet, as the Church found 
her canons disregarded, the State found t h a t only the 
r e p e t i t i o n of i t s s t a t u t e s secured even s l i g h t obedience 
f o r them, and t h a t i n general they were completely 
disregarded. The f i r s t d e f i n i t e step i n the p o l i c y of 
preventing these p r a c t i c e s belongs to the r e i g n of Edward 
I . The S t a t u t e of Merchants of 1£83 forbade the holding 
of f a i r s i n sanctuaries; two years l a t e r , the S t a t u t e of 
Winchester (13 Edward I ) made i t i l l e g a l t o hold f a i r s i n 
churchyards. Such r e s t r i c t i o n s were l i t t l e i n harmony w i t h 
the h a b i t s and customs of the Middle Ages and i t i s t h e r e ­
f o r e not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d t h a t i n 1382 the Council issued 
an order t o the s h e r i f f s throughout England, an order 
decided upon "by the counsel and assent of the p r e l a t e s , 
nobles and l o r d s s i t t i n g i n the l a s t parliament at 

Westminster**, r e q u i r i n g them t o make f u r t h e r proclamatiom of 
the 
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S t a t u t e of Winchester "concerning the h o l d i n g o f f a i r s and 
markets i n churchyards".^^^^ A s i g n i f i c a n t note i s added, 
i n t h a t they were " t o cause the same t o be kept". Yet 
even so the S t a t u t e appears t o have remained to a consider­
able extent a dead l e t t e r - witness the St, M i c h a e l - l e -
B e l f r e y , York, and R i c c a l l presentations already quoted. 
The next step of the State concerns the days of h o l d i n g 
f a i r s , not t h e i r whereabouts. I n 1448 by the S t a t u t e 87 
Henry VI cap, 5, a l l showing of goods and merchandise, 
except necessary goods and v i c t u a l s , was t o cease on the 
great f e s t i v a l s of the Church and on a l l Sxmdays except 
the f o u r Sundays of harvest, ( I t was not u n t i l 1677 t h a t 
the h o l d i n g of a f a i r or market on any Sunday was p r o h i b i t e d ) . 
I n t h i s S t atute o f Henry 71 s p e c i a l s t r e s s i s l a i d on the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of f a i r s on the High Feast of the Assvimption. 
This a c t , designed against what i s termed "the scandal" 
remained on the S t a t u t e book u n t i l i t was repealed by the 

S t a t u t e 13 and 14 V i c t o r i a c, 23,, when, apparently, a l l 
(23) 

traces of the scandal had disappeared. I t s t i l l i s t r u e 
t h a t as i n the case of the Statutes d i r e c t e d against the hold­
ing of f a i r s i n churchyards, t h i s s t a t u t e was d i r e c t e d against 
a p r a c t i c e which was too general t o be abolished by the mere 
statement of i t s i l l e g a l i t y by a king who was unable t o 
r e t a i n h i s throne. The p r a c t i c e only i n r e a l i t y ceased when 
the important days of the f a i r were over. I t i s , however, 
poss i b l y s i g n i f i c a n t of the a t t i t u d e of the State t h a t 
whereas i n 1446 one of the B r i d l i n g t o n f a i r s was granted 
f o r the v i g i l , day and morrow of the N a t i v i t y of St, Mary, 
the f a i r granted i n 1449 t o the mayor and c i t i z e n s of York 
was granted f o r the s i x days a f t e r the f e a s t of Whitsuntide. 
I n 1514, however, Richard the P r i o r of S t , John's Monastery, 
Po n t e f r a c t , received a grant of a f a i r a t Barnsley to be 
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h e l d on the day of the Conversion of St. Paul and the two 
days f o l l o w i n g . I t should be remembered t h a t when the 
s p i r i t u a l value of h o l d i n g a f a i r on a p a t r o n a l f e s t i v a l 
i n the neighbourhood of a church, had decreased there 
s t i l l remained f o r the church of the v i c i n i t y a c e r t a i n 
m a t e r i a l value i n such a connection as w i l l be shown l a t e r 
i n reference t o Ripon Cathedral. 

There remains a t h i r d tsrpe of l e g i s l a t i o n dealing 
w i t h t h i s probJkim, Local r e g u l a t i o n s were from the 
s i x t e e n t h century onwards more able t o cope w i t h the 
disregard of Sunday observance and by immediate p e n a l t i e s 
cause t o cease an offence against which Church and State 
had s t r i v e n w i t h such i l l - s u c c e s s . Of these, the e a r l i e s t 
comes from Eedon, s t i l l i n the s i x t e e n t h century a 
f l o u r i s h i n g town, and i s found i n "the Othe f o r the Sessions 
and Also f o r the She^yftorne" {tempore Henry V I I I ) : -

"You good men t h a t be sworne according t o our d u t i e s , 
as we be s t r a t l i e bounden by our othes h e r t o f o r e 
maide, wherin we stonde charged i n conscyans aswell 
t o shows as t o enfourme you of a l l such a r t i c l e s as 
shalbe most* n e a d f u l l t o be r e s y t t e d unto you a t t h i s 
tyme, aswell as ar boxinden t o enquer of the same by 
your othes, and t o present by v e r d i c t e a l l offendores .. 
Also ye s h a l l inquer i f anye kepe f a i r e or market a t 
anye church or churcheyerde, or at anye other p l a i c e , 
upon thassencyon dale of ovir Lorde, Corpus C h r i s t i Dale, 
Whitsondaie, T r e n y t i e Sondaie, the Assompscion of our 
Ladie, the f f e a s t s o f A l l Saintes, A l l Sondaies except 
foure i n Harvests, and Good f f r y d a i e , no man sholde 
showe anye goodes or merohatatryse except necessorie 
v i c t u a l l e s upon peine t o f o r f e t the same goodes so 
shpwid t o the l o r d e of suche l i b e r t i e , wher suche 
s h a l l happen.-(24) 
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Even the s h e r i f f s of Yorkshire could not completely 
stamp out the p r a c t i c e . I n the e a r l y seventeenth century 
the A l l Saints' f a i r at Wakefield was s t i l l the cause 
of much merriment and f e a s t i n g even apart from the serious 
work of an important c a t t l e f a i r . The West Riding Justices 
gave orders i n 1611 t h a t f o r the f u t u r e there should be no 
more wakes, f e a s t s , g a r r i e s , helpales or assemblies of such 
nature ( a l l o f them types of the l i g h t e r side of f a i r - l i f e ) 
h eld on the Sabbath, and even appeared t o attempt t o b r i n g 
them completely t o an end - an attempt from the outset 
doomed t o f a i l u r e . They r e q u i r e d t h a t i f any such assemblies 
were h e l d on the Sabbath or other S a i n t s ' days, the constable 
of the town should suppress them. Where he could not do 
t h a t , he was t o r e s i s t them w i t h h i s f u l l power. I n order 
t h a t ignorance might not be pleaded of t h i s p o l i c y of 
suppression, p u b l i c n o t i c e o f the order was t o be given i n 
a l l churches and chapels where such fe a s t s had f o r m e r l y 
been held . The Justices o f Wakefield were determined t o 
end the p r a c t i c e o f Sunday marketing. By the beginning 
of the eighteenth century they had succeeded i n d e p r i v i n g 
the town and p a r i s h o f i t s normal place of meeting and sales 
by the removal of the Market Cross. I t was upon t h i s 
Market Cross i n 1684 t h a t Ann Smith was ordered t o stand 
f o r s e l l i n g a l e on Sunday i n the time of Divine Service. ' 

The r e a l business o f the market was, then, no longer 
conducted on Sundays a f t e r the seventeenth century, and i n 
t h a t century i t was already ceasing t o be customary. The 
growth o f the new outlook i n r e l i g i o n and the development 
of new ideas as t o the connection of f a i t h and business l e d 
to a severance of a r e l a t i o n not incongruous to medieval 
consciences. The f a i r disappeared from the churchyard and 
the market was no longer held on Sunday. Where the f a i r 
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vaa s t i l l dated by the o l d name of the s a i n t * s day, the 
name was meaningless i n t h a t there was no longer the 
medieval observance of the f e a s t . I n many cases - i n most -
the f a i r p e r s i s t e d on the o l d day but i t now came t o be 
considered as a day of a month. Here and there a gathering 
of which the purpose was almost s o l e l y pleasure p e r s i s t e d 
on a Sunday through the eighteenth century as the sole 
r e l i c of a p r a c t i c e which medieval law-givers of Church and 
State had s o u ^ t i n v a i n t o destroy. The d a i r y of John 
Hobson o f Dodworth Green has some i n t e r e s t i n g e n t r i e s : 

17B6 May 2B (Sunday) At H o l m f i r t h f e a s t . 
June 1£ (Sunday) Dodworth f e a s t . At church. 
Ju l y 17 (Sunday) At Birchouse f e a s t . 

1727 July 30 (Sunday) At church. S l l k s t o n f e a s t . 
17E8 August 4 (Sunday) At church. S i l k s t o n f e a s t . 
1732 Ju l y 16 (Sunday) At Ardsly f e a s t a t 

Mr. M i c k l e t h w a i t ' s , i n company w i t h cozen 
Betty Prince, and cozen Nancy Briggs.(26) 

The v i l l a g e f e a s t i s i n many instances the d i r e c t 
descendant of a f a i r , but i t has changed completely i n 
character. The fe a s t i s p r i m a r i l y a s o c i a l f u n c t i o n , not 
a commercial one. I n the eighteenth century, t h e r e f o r e , 
i t was admissible t o hold feaats on Sunday so t h a t there 
was l i t t l e or no impr o p r i e t y i n the idea and p r a c t i c e o f 
beginning the Sunday w i t h attendance at church and of 
completing the day w i t h the enjoyment of a f e a s t . John 
HoBson's e n t r i e s i n h i s d i a r y close the p i c t u r e of the 
st r u g g l e made by s t a t e , e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 
t o remove the f a i r and market from the churchyard and t o 
prevent i t s being held on Stinday or on great feast-day. 

I n s t r e s s i n g t h i s determination of the Church t o end 
what had developed i n t o a scandal i t must not be thought 
t h a t the Church i n any way frowned on the f a i r or market 
as such. Rather, the Church was deeply i n t e r e s t i n these 
commercial gatherings, f i n d i n g i n them a means by which 
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tier m i n i s t e r s could reach the people, w h i l s t a t the same 
time b e n e f i t s i n many ways accrued t o h e r s e l f from t h i s 
contact. The r e l i g i o u s orders of the Church - p r i e s t s , 
monks, nuns - had t o obt a i n t h e i r means of l i f e from the 
only places where food and c l o t h i n g were obtainable i n 
q u a n t i t y . The r e a l i n t e r e s t of the Church i n f a i r and 
market i s t o be seen i n the l i s t of e c c l e s i a s t i c s who were 
owners of them. I n Yorkshire, as i n every county i n 
England, a very great p r o p o r t i o n of f a i r - g r a n t s are made to 
the o f f i c i a l s of the Church. Of the South of England i t 
i s t r u e t o say th a t w i t h the exception of the f a i r of 
St. Botolph no great f a i r e x i s t e d which was not i n the 
hands of some e c c l e s i a s t i c . Such a g e n e r a l i s a t i o n i s 
hardly t r u e of Yorkshire, but i n a q u a l i f i e d s t a t e i t i s , 
since of the more important Yorkshire f a i r s the more p a r t 
were i n the hands of the Church. There were some which were 
i n the hands of both l a y and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l owners; i n 
other places at d i f f e r e n t times f a i r s were held by c l e r i c s 
and by laymen. Lay patronage was q u i t e a r e a l i t y i n the 
Middle Ages, and ther e f o r e the grant of a f a i r t o be held 
on the pa t r o n a l f e s t i v a l of the Church of the d i s t r i c t 
must not be held to presuppose a grant t o the Church 
i t s e l f ; there i s always the p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t the grant 
i s a grant t o the l o r d of the manor. The Yorkshire grants 
to l a y owners w i l l be de a l t w i t h i n a l a t e r chapter; here 
i t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t to i n d i c a t e those Yorkshire c l e r g y 
who received f a i r - g r a n t s . I t must not of course be f o r ­
gotten t h a t e c c l e s i a s t i c s outside Yorkshire were i n t e r e s t e d -
even some e c c l e s i a s t i c s outside England - i n the 
trade of Yorkshire and found i t t o t h e i r advantage t o 
hold markets and f a i r s on t h e i r manors i n t h i s county, 
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w h i l s t , i n the contrary manner, some of the Yorkshire 
churchmen went beyond Humber f o r t h e i r holdings. 
I n the record of Yorkshire e c c l e s i a s t i c a l owners i t w i l l be 
seen t h a t a l l types and ranks of s p i r i t u a l m i n i s t e r s are 
represented. 

There are many reasons f o r t h i s appearance i n 
Yorkshire of ec c l e s i a s t i c a l l y - o w n e d f a i r s and markets. 
Certa i n general causes were a t work which a f f e c t e d the 
development i n Yorkshire i n a manner i d e n t i c a l w i t h the 
growth of f a i r s i n a l l England. I t w i l l be noticed t h a t a 
great many grants date from the reigns of John and Henry I I I ; 
the l a t t e r i s p a r t i c u l a r l y famed f o r his p i e t y . His devotion 
to the Church had a considerable e f f e c t upon the d i r e c t i o n of 
English i n t e r n a l trade. A l a t e r medieval k i n g equally 
renowned f o r h i s p i e t y - Henry V I - had a s i m i l a r e f f e c t i n 
d i r e c t i n g the rteans of wealth i n t o Church hands. A renewal 
of a grant made by him t o B r i d l i n g t o n P r i o r y i n 1452 of two 
f a i r s was due t o the f a c t t h a t the king "was not w i l l i n g t h a t 

(27) 
grants made f o r the good of his s o u l " should become v o i d . 
Medieval donors of f a i r s were w i l l i n g to grant them not 
only f o r the good of t h e i r own soul, but - as i n the 
case of a grant to Selby Abbey of quittance from t o l l s i n 
f a i r s and markets, made by G i l b e r t Tison at the instance 
of Q,ueen Mati l d a - f o r the repose of the souls o f others -
i n t h i s case f o r the souls of the King, St. Edward, and 

(28) 
W i l l i a m .the Bastard. Medieval p i e t y , then, must be 
regarded as an important general cause of the appearance 
of so many e c c l e s i a s t i c a l holdings of markets. There are, 
i n Y o rkshire, two p a r t i c u l a r causes. The enormous 
in f l u e n c e of successive Archbishops o f York undoubtedly 
brought grants of f a i r s not only to themselves but t o 
those who secured t h e i r favour. The f a c t t h a t Yorkshire 
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i s so completely a county of abbeys and monasteries i s 
another cause t o be held of great Importance i n t h i s 
development. On the one hand, t h e r e f o r e , the c h i e f 
i n d i v i d u a l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l owner of f a i r s and markets i n 
Yorkshire, was the Archbishop of York, w h i l s t the m a j o r i t y 
of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l y owned f a i r s i n Yorkshire were i n the 
hands of the abbeys and p r i o r i e s of the county. I t i s a 
d i f f i c u l t matter t o say which i s the oldest f a i r h eld by 
the Archbishops of York. I n view of the l a c k of d e f i n i t e 
evidence i n regard t o the o r i g i n of the York f a i r , i t must 
be supposed t h a t the f a i r a t Rlpon, based on the c h a r t e r 
of Henry I i n 1108, may j u s t i f i a b l y c l a i m t h a t p o s i t i o n . 
I t must be n o t i c e d t h a t the grant i s not s o l e l y t o the 
Archbishop: 

•*Henry, King of England, to s h e r i f f s and m i n i s t e r s and 
a l l barons. Frenchmen and Englishment of Yorkshire 
and N"orth\imberland, g r e e t i n g . Be i t known t h a t I have 
granted t o St. W i l f r i d of Ripon and t o Thomas, 
Archbishop of York, to have a f a i r f o r f o u r days, on 
the f e a s t of St. W i l f r i d i n A p r i l , f o r f o u r days before 
the f e a s t (the T r a n s l a t i o n ) , and on the day of the 
f e a s t , and on the f o l l o w i n g day. And I ordain t h a t 
a l l going t h i t h e r , and thence r e t u r n i n g , w i t h a l l t h e i r 
merchandise, s h a l l have my f i r m peace, nor s h a l l any 
i n j u r y or i n s u l t be done to them, nor s h a l l they be 
d i s t u r b e d , upon £40 f o r f e i t u r e . Witnesses: N i g e l of 
A l b i n , Geoffrey FitzPagan, Geoffrey de C l i n t o n . At 
Woodstock." 

This grant was confirmed by Stephen, at some date between 
the years 1135 and 1147. A f t e r the usual I n t r o d u c t i o n the 
char t e r runs: 

" I grant w i t h my f i r m peace als o t h e i r f a i r s , f o r f i v e 
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days, f o r those coming t h i t h e r ana r e t u r n i n g thence, and 
delaying t h e r e , both s e l l i n g and buying w i t h a l l t h e i r 
t h i n g s . 2 9 ) 

This f a i r a t Eipon was the soiirce of much dispute between the 
York Archbishops and the Canons of Ripon, and also between 
the Archbishops and t h e i r tenants and other dwellers i n the 
neighbourhood 6f fiipon. I n 1228 the former dispute had 
become so keen t h a t i t had t o be heard before the king's 
j u s t i c e s i n the Chapter House a t Ripen, the Canons cla i m i n g , 
and being successful i n o b t a i n i n g , various f r a n c h i s e s , among 
them a Wednesday market. These various f r a n c h i s e s ^ o f the 
l i b e r t y o f Ripon arc most f u l l y described i n a Quo Warranto 
proceeding i n which John Romalne (Archbishop of York 
1285-1B98) claimed and was allowed a Thursday market and the 
f a i r s i n Ripon granted by Henry I and S t e p h e n . A c c o r d i n g 
to a r o l l i n the Duchy of Lancaster Records (A,23) the f a i r 
h eld on the October feast of St. W i l f r i d (the Deposition) was 
i n the hands of Ripon Minster. A previous Archbishop, 
Wichwane, i n the ^uo Warranto proceedings of 1279-1280 also 

claimed a f a i r a t Ripon on the v i g i l , day and morrow of the 
[ 31 ] 

I n v e n t i o n of the Cross (May 2-4).^ ' The other contest, 
t h a t between the Archbishop and the tenants of the manors i n 
the neighbourhood of Ripon, only reached i t s climax i n the 
f i f t e e n t h century when the king's tenants i n the f o r e s t of 
Enaresborough o b s t i n a t e l y refused t o pay t o l l s t o the 
Archbishop of York during the f a i r s . Determined t o f i g h t 
f o r h i s p r i v i l e g e s the Archbishop i n 1441 engaged two hundred 
men-at-arms from Scotland and the Marches at sixpence or a 
s h i l l i n g a day. S i r John Plumpton, a gentleman of the 
neighbotLPhood, gathered i n r e p l y seven hundred men. Each 

side blamed the other f o r the a f f r a y which then ensued, 
between the people and the s o l d i e r s who kept "Ripon a t f a i r 
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tymes by n i g h t , l i k e a towne of warr" - an a f f r a y I n 
wiiiob more than a thousand arrows were discharged. The 
f u l l s t o r y of the contest as t o l d i n the •'Plumpton 
Correffpondenoe" has a very d i r e c t bearing on the question 
of the p o s i t i o n of market or f a i r I n the s o c i a l l i f e of 
the Middle Ages,^^^^ 

Q.UO Warranto i n q u i r i e s • give f u r t h e r evidence on 
the subject of the Archbishop's f a i r s * Archbishop Wichwane 
claimed the f a i r at Beverley f o i i r times a year. The f o l l o w ­
i n g i s the account of the plea o f Quo Warranto held before 
Hugh de Cressyngham and h i s companions, Justices of the 
l o r d the kin g i t i n e r a n t , at York on the day o f Holy T r i n i t y , 
1293 -

"John, Archbishop of York, was summoned t o answer the 
l o r d the k i n g of a plea by what warrant he claims 
also of o l d time a f a i r every year t h a t i s t o say once 
on the eve and. on the day of St. John the B a p t i s t and 
f o r three days f o l l o w i n g and at another time on the 
day of S t . John of Beverley i n winter and t h i r d l y on 
the day of St. John of Beverley i n May and f o u r t h l y 
on the eve and on the day of the ascension o f the Lord 

euid f o r seven days f o l l o w i n g He says t h a t a l l 
h i s predecessors Archbishops of York c o n t i n u a l l y have 
used a l l the l i b e r t i e s he claims by the a f o r e s a i d 
c h a r t e r s e t c . and he and h i s predecessors, Archbishops 
of York e t c . from the time of the date of the a f o r e s a i d 
charters c o n t i n u a l l y have used these l i b e r t i e s which by 
the a f o r e s a i d charters he claims e t c . and t h i s he i s 
ready t o v e r i f y as the court s h a l l consider.** 

(33) 
The appeal o f the Archbishop was then allowed by the J u s t i c e s , 
As i n the case o f Ripon, the f a i r a t Beverley l e d t o disputes 
between i t s owner and the townspeople; the c i t i z e n s of York 
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were also brought i n t o the dispute so t h a t at times there 
was almost reached the stage when there were no dealings 
between the two places. I t was i n e v i t a b l e t h a t there 
should be b i t t e r n e s s i n t h i s dispute f o r the claim o f the 
Archbishop was allowed by Edward I ; yet Beverley Minster 
was i n possession of a charter of King Stepheu of 1135 
which s t a t e s : 

" I confirm t o the Church of St. John of Beverley a l l 
the p r i v i l e g e s and g i f t s which were given by the 
kings Edward and my ancestor W i l l i a m , both a l l 
l i b e r t i e s and customs and d i g n i t i e s and r i g h t s both by 
land and by water and i n a l l t h e i r possessions w i t h 
soc and sac And t o l and team and those t h i n g s which 
p e r t a i n t o them there, t h e i r f a i r also on the N a t i v i t y 
of St. John the B a p t i s t (June 24) f o r f i v e days, wit h 
my f i r m peace f o r a l l coming t h i t h e r and departing 
thence and there delaying, both s e l l e r s and buyers 
w i t h a l l t h e i r goods.••^^^^ 

The f i r s t of the f o u r f a i r s claimed by Wichwane was t h a t 
on June 24; i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o r e s i s t the idea t h a t a 
previous archbishop had made a successful i n t e r l o p i n g a c t i o n . 

The e a r l i e s t evidence f o r the f a i r held by successive 
archbishops at York i s a charter of Archbishop Thurstan - of 
date between 1114 and 1140 - g r a n t i n g t o the canons of 
St. Peter's two marks y e a r l y from h i s f a i r there on the f e a s t 
of St. Peter ad Vlncula (v. W. Farrer "Early Yorkshire 
Charters" V o l . I . Edinburgh 1914 p. 126). Further evidence 
comes from the Q,uo Warranto R o l l s . I n the r o l l d e aling 
w i t h the C i t y of York I t i s stat e d t h a t the Archbishop 
claims, on the ground of possession from time 
immemorial, a f a i r at York beginning on the v i g i l of 
St. Peter ad Vincula (the saint's-day being August 1) a t 
the hour of vespers I n the neighbourhood of St. Michael's 
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(now St. Michael's, Spurriergate) and l a s t i n g u n t i l the same 
hour on the day f o l l o w i n g St, Peter's day.^ ' This f a i r 
i n l a t e r times came t o bo known as Lammas F a i r . From i t s 
e a r l i e s t h o l d i n g t h i s f a i r gave t o the archbishop the 
r i g h t t o take f u l l c o n t r o l over the c i t y and i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n . 
The f u l l statement of the powers o f the archbishop i n these 
three days belongs p r o p e r l y t o the chapter on the J u d i c i a l 
and j u r i d i c a l questions of fa i r - o w n e r s h i p . I t i s important 
t o remember, here, that both a t York and Ripon l o c a l govern­
ment passed from the hands of the town t o the hands of the 
archbishop i n the course of the f a i r . 

The f a i r s a t York, Rlpon and Beverley were the greatest 
of those belonging t o the Archbishops of York. Besides them 
there were several i n the d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f the County, on 
the Archbishops' manors, Walter, Archbishop of York was 
i n 1239 the r e c i p i e n t of a grant made to himself and h i s 
successors of a y e a r l y f a i r a t Otley on J u l y 21 and 22 (the 
v i g i l and feast of St. Mary Magdalen) and a t Sherburn on 
September 13 and 14 (the v i g i l and f e a s t of the E x a l t a t i o n 
of the Cross^ To these i n 1252 was added a three-day f a i r i n 
August ( a t the fe a s t o f S t , Bartholomew) i n the manor of 
Chirchttdon - a grant o f Henry I I I which was confirmed t o 
Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of York, i n 1388 by Richard I I , 
The grant of 1310 t o W i l l i a m , Archbishop o f York, and h i s 
successors, of a weekly market on Monday at the manor of 
Patrington-in-Holdemess, together w i t h a y e a r l y f a i r there 
at the beginning of J u l y , was made by Edward I I on the 
advice of h i s t r e a s u r e r - a f a c t which i n d i c a t e s t h a t w h i l s t 
the r o y a l t r e a s u r y was not l i k e l y t o s u f f e r i n j u r y from the 
grant , i t s o f f i c i a l s were concerned t o a t t e n d t o the f i n a n c i a l 
and commercial needs even of remote xaanors. This Archbishop, 
W i l l i a m de Melton, i n 1334, and h i s h e i r s received a grant 
of a weekly market on Saturday at t h e i r manor of Ellham, 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































