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Sett lement, Agrar ian Systems, and F i e l d Patterns i n Central 

Durham, 1600 - 1850: A study i n h i s t o r i c a l geography. 

Abs t rac t 

The thesis i s concerned w i t h the study of changes i n the 

landscape over a small area i n Central Durham composed l a rge ly 

o f Brancepeth Estate lands. A broad general ou t l ine of land­

scape evo lu t ion r i g h t across the county i s given i n order to 

provide a background against i rhich to see t h i s loca l study. 

Then, using estate records, a descr ip t ion i s given of the 

area 1840-50, and several elements i n the landscape are 

i d e n t i f i e d as important before being examined i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

The sec t ion on organisa t ional features deals w i t h the p o l i t i c a l , 

c i v i l , and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l framework underlying landscape and 

attempts to assess i t s importance on landscape change.. The 

main body o f the work concentrates on two main aspects of 

landscape, set t lement , and land use and f i e l d pat terns . The 

chapter on settlement i s concerned mainly w i t h the nucleated 

settlements i n the area of study and i d e n t i f i e s ce r t a in 

morphological cha rac t e r i s t i c s which can be found on a much 

wider sca le . S i m i l a r l y , i t would appear tha t w i t h regard to 

i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l prac t ice over much of the period the area 

was f a i r l y t y p i c a l of much of the county, although by the 

beginning of the nineteenth century forward looking stewardship 

had done much by way of innova t ion . Enclosure i s seen as one 

aspect of the irhole question of agrarian change. Byers Green 

i s anomalous here, provid ing something of a contrast although 

discrepancies between the source mater ia l r e l a t i n g to lands here 

as opposed to those i n Brancepeth prevented much use fu l comparison, 
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The work i s drawn together w i t h a descr ip t ion of landscape 

c i r c a 1600 which provides an a r t i f i c i a l base-line i n time 

against which to see and evaluate the changes i n landscape 

over the f o l l o w i n g two hundred and f i f t y years . I n conclusion, 

emphasis i s l a i d once more upon the importance of the under­

l y i n g framework - p a r t i c u l a r l y tha t of landownership - i n 

any landscape e v o l u t i o n . 
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PREFACE 

This thes i s i s the r e s u l t of research ca r r i ed out i n the academic 

year 1968-9. Owing to the time lag between the i n i t i a l develop­

ment o f some o f the ideas and t h e i r w r i t t e n presentat ion, gaps 

i n the author ' s knowledge have been f i l l e d and some suggestions 

put fo rward here can now be seen as o v e r s i m p l i f i e d versions of 

ideas which are constant ly being updated by on-going research. 

Much mater ia l o f value can be found i n the B r i t i s h Associ ­

a t i o n p u b l i c a t i o n o f 1970 - "Durham Coiinty and C i t y w i t h Tees 

s ide . " Some o f t h i s was made avai lable to t h i s w r i t e r before 

i t s p u b l i c a t i o n , which accounts f o r i t s i n c l u s i o n . Another 

recent i tem o f use and i n t e r e s t i s tha t by B.K. Roberts i n 

Local H i s t o r i a n Vol» 9 No.5 ( l 9 7 l ) 233-40, e n t i t l e d "The Study 

o f V i l l a g e Plans". 

Par t o f Chapter Four i n t h i s work was published as "Stockley 

- A ' L o s t ' V i l l a g e o f the Nineteenth Century" i n the Journal of 

the Durham County L o c a l ' H i s t o r y Society, B u l l e t i n 12, ( A p r i l 

1970) 5-10. 
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References to p r i n t e d materials i n pub l i ca t i on take the form; 

Name o f author / date o f pub l i ca t ion / page number(s). 

F u l l d e t a i l s cem then be found by r e f e r r i n g to the bibl iography 

o f secondary sources, which i s set out i n a lphabet ical order 

( V o l . I I ) . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The boundaries- o f the area studied and described i n the 
f o l l o w i n g pages were a r r i v e d a t on ly a f t e r considerable pruning 
o f a much la rger area o f Central Durham. Some source mater ia l 
was ava i l ab le f o r mast o f t h i s la rger area, but the time to look 
a t i t and arrange' i t f o r presentat ion unfor tuna te ly was n o t . Tte 
Brancepeth estate h e l d by the Russell f a m i l y i n 1850 o f f e r e d a 
large i f somewhat heterogeneous body of source mater ia l r e l a t i n g 
to the e n t i r e area w i t h i n Bremcepeth par i sh , and was v i r t u a l l y 
c o - i n c i d e n t a l w i t h township boundaries (Compare F i g . 2 . 1 , 2.3^ 2.2). 
Although these boundaries can themselves i n par t be picked out on 
the map, f o l l o w i n g streams and hedgerows, on the ground no such 
d i s t i n c t i o n i s immediately v i s i b l e , and i t should not be imagined 
t ha t the landscape ins ide these boundaries d i f f e r s g r ea t l y from 
tha t outside them. The area i s def ined almost so le ly i n terms 
o f land ownership as i t was i n 1850. The exception to t h i s i s 
Byers Green, which , although i n the same physical area of County 
Durham ( the middle Wear V a l l e y ) , f a l l s outside the ftegis of the 
Russel l f a m i l y emd o f f e r s scope f o r an i n t e r e s t i n g comparative 
s tudy. 

The aim of the work was t w o - f o l d , although an attempt was 

made to combine several d i f f e r i n g approaches to the problems 

i n v o l v e d . The thes is i s concerned f i r s t l y w i t h the explanation! 

of several elements present i n the landscape a t d i f f e r e n t times 

between 1600 - 1850, a study o f changing landscape, and, secondly 

w i t h r e l i c t features which are present (and may or may not be 

anomalous) i n the landscape today and which can be explained i n 

terms of the past . The primary task was seen to be concerned 



w i t h a deeper understanding of the evolu t ion of r u r a l s e t t l e ­

ment and f i e l d pat terns i n t h i s one p a r t i c u l a r area i n so f a r as 

i t can lead to a c r i t i c a l apprecia t ion of the ro le o f these 

elements on the wider scale. 

Because t h i s approach might seem to involve a ce r t a in 

dichotony, i t was f e l t tha t wi thout some explanation the t e x t 

i n par t s might w e l l appear to contain some inconsistency. 

Although b a s i c a l l y re t rogress ive i n out look, t h i s thesis does a t 

times adopt a re t rospect ive stand ( l ) . Generally, where analy­

t i c a l , as i n Chapter Four, then the questions and, where 

poss ib le , the answers, r e la te to a search f o r o r i g i n s , and are 

almost e n t i r e l y concerned w i t h working towards an understanding 

o f the past t ak ing the present as the s t a r t i n g p o i n t . I n the 

more desc r ip t ive passages the author tended to become somewhat 

re t rospec t ive i n expression using his study o f ear ly or past 

condi t ions to throw l i g h t on l a t e r or present condi t ions . Both 

approaches require the use of s i m i l a r methods i n tha t i t i s f e l t 

to be desirable to work from the known to the unknown, from f a c t 

to theory to! hypothesis . To do t h i s f o r 'a landscape' i n e n t i r e t y 

was no t p r a c t i c a l i n a work of t h i s scope, nor , indeed, was i t 

f e l t to be whol ly des i rab le . Several elements i n the landscape 

were taken to be basic and v i t a l , and these were pursued i n 

r e l a t i v e i s o l a t i o n as f a r back i n time as possible , only being 

drawn together again a t the beginning of the period under consid­

e r a t i o n . One v i t a l f a c t o r they have i n common i s the way i n which 

they can be used to show change as a continuous process - the 

need f o r an intermediate stage of descr ip t ion was considered, 

but i t was f e l t to be o f l i t t l e value i n view of the d i f f i c u l t i e s 

inherent i n any study a r t i f i c i a l l y l i m i t e d to a narrow time span 

( 2 ) . This se lec t ive thematic approach was f e l t to o f f e r the 
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most su i t ab le means o f untangl ing the complex in te rac t ions which 

are discussed i n the f o l l o w i n g pages. Each chapter was w r i t t e n 

to stand as complete i n i t s own r i g h t ; although t h i s may have 

given r i s e to some d u p l i c a t i o n of m a t e r i a l , i n general the author 

has t r i e d to avoid undue r e p e t i t i o n . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 . For a c lear d e f i n i t i o n o f these terms see Baker (1968) 
244 - 5. 

Recent methodological work would seem td indicate tha t the 
boundary between the two i s a markedly a r t i f i c i a l one. 
See Baker ( l970) 13 - 4 . 

2, Bakeit ( l970) 13 - 4 . 
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CHAPTER ONE MAN AND mND IN COUNTY DURHAM - AN OVERVIEW 

The aim of t h i s chapter i s p r i m a r i l y to provide a black-

c l o t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n , of trends and movements i n County Durham, 

against which the l o c a l features cha rac te r i s t i c of Brancepeth 

Estate f rom 1600 to 1850 may be seen i n pers>pective. I n order to 

understand the p i c tu re a f t e r 1600 i t isi necesaary f i r s t to look 

a t the h i s t o r y o f the county from ear ly times?. Several people 

have attempted i n the past to def ine a "unique personal i ty" of 

the North-East , and a f t e r commenting on these d e f i n i t i o n s the 

present author w i l l t r y to show something of the physical and 

c u l t u r a l d i f f e rences which were regarded as subordinate to the 

genera l i sa t ions r e l a t i n g to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r character. The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s between man and land (and, also importeint, between 

nam and man) w i l l be examined from preh i s to r i c times onwards, 

emphasising sett lement euad land u t i l i s a t i o n as the p r i n c i p a l 

modes of expression o f man's ro l e i n t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p , and i t 

w i l l be seen tha t i n general the r u r a l settlement pat tern i n 

County Durham 'has emerged i n response to a zonal d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of resources ' . ( l ) 

North-eastern England has undergone a remarkable h i s t o r i c a l 

e v o l u t i o n , f o r which geographical factors ; may be regarded as 

p a r t l y responsible . The area i s bounded by the extensive and 

almost continuous; upland arc formed by the Cheviots, North Pen-

nines , and the North Yorkshire Moors-, Wi th in t h i s topographical 

framework, and i s o l a t e d from the res t of the country, there grew 

up a unique p o l i t i c a l u n i t : a county Palat ine ru led by a Prince 

Bishop o f very great power. ( 2 ) . I t does i n f a c t form a qui te 

c l e a r l y def ined physical area, and i n i t s c u l t u r a l and' economic 

advance t h i s na tu r a l cohesion has been the more s t rongly 

emphasised, i n sp i te of the p o l i t i c a l setbacks. I t s i n d i v i d u a l i t y 
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is; proudly proclaimed by Angus: 

This t h i n l y inhabi ted border province has remained 
something o f a land apart from the res t of England, 
Geographical p o s i t i o n , geology, cl imate and indus­
t r i a l s t ruc ture cont r ibu te to t h i s r e s u l t . So do 
the d i a l e c t ajid temperament of i t s inhab i tan t s . I f 
they were bom here, they are seldom w i l l i n g to leave 
i t ; and i f they come here from elsewhere, they have 
usua l ly l o s t three parts o f t h e i r heart to i t , (3) 

and t h i s uniqueness i s a fea ture which Thirsk believes was already 

standing out v i v i d l y by the end o f the f i f t e e n t h century; 

Much o f the d i s t r i c t w%s remote from large i n d u s t r i a l 
and t r a d i n g centres; much of i t was inaccessible to the 
t r a v e l l e r , and a l l was genera l ly regarded w i t h r e p u l ­
sion by ou ts iders . There might be s t r i k i n g d i f ferences 
between the way of l i f e and farming of the stockfarms 
and comgrowers i n t h i s province, but to the gentle 
southerner, euid p a r t i c u l a r l y to government o f f i c i a l s 
who waged a los ing b a t t l e i n t r y i n g to enforce the 
laww of Westminster, the whole province was a w i l d 
savage country , the inhabi tants primative i n t h e i r 
passions and morals, and e n t i r e l y wi thout tmderstemding 
o f the ru les of a law-abiding soc ie ty , (4) 

Whi l s t recognising t h a t the area has strong claims to a character 

and i n d i v i d u a l i t y o f i t s own, North-eastern England has always 

had w i t h i n i t s bounds many con t ras t ing physical and human c i r ­

cumstances; forming pa r t of the essent ia l whole, and t h i s sectiom 

i s concerned w i t h these d i f f e rences i n so f a r as they a f f e c t 

County Durhajn* Several general physical d iv i s ions can be iden t ­

i f i e d w i t h i n the county ( F i g , I . l ) , and there can be l i t t l e doubt 

t h a t the progress and evo lu t ion o f patterns of human occupance 

were c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the under lying physiographic framework, 

^hich o f the western par t o f the county i s peat-covered moor­

land i n excess of one thousand f e e t i n he igh t . The deep val leys 

o f the Tees and Wear have allowed i so la t ed settlement c lus te rs 

to mainta in a precarious ho ld on favoured locat ions deep i n the 

h i l l s , but i n general the wet and exposed moorlands have not 

proved a t t r a c t i v e to the farmer . The w e l l drained but bleak 

sandstone plateau o f north-west Durham, between the Derwent, the 
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Browney, and the Deerness, i s r e a d i l y accessible i f not p a r t i c ­

u l a r l y favourable , and i t does a l low some scope to the farmer 

w i l l i n g to r i s k the hazards i m p l i c i t i n t i l l i n g t h i n s o i l s and 

s u f f e r i n g a harsh win te r c l ima te . The land between the Bedbum 

Beck and the Gatinless i s somewhat s i m i l a r , i f ra ther more broken. 

I t i s i n areas I and I I i n Figure I . I . , t h a t condit ions were 

su i t ab le to the establishment of farming communities i n any fo rce . 

Here a r a i n f a l l of t h i r t y inches or less permits r e l a t i v e l y easy 

c u l t i v a t i o n of the loamy s o i l s id i i ch ove r l i e the heavy c lay , and 

the d ry , f e r t i l e , loams of the Tees Val ley and parts of the l ime­

stone plateau p o s i t i v e l y i n v i t e c u l t i v a t i o n . The are>a,between 

Seaham, Sedgefie ld and Hart provides something of a cont ras t , for 

the heavy clay i s i n f e r t i l e , producing very poor g ra in crops. 

So i l s provide the t apes t ry , so to speak, upon which man may 

weave, and h i s e f f o r t s have a cumulative, s e l f - r e i n f o r c i n g 

e f f e c t . The m a j o r i t y of s o i l s i n lowleind Durham have been c u l ­

t i v a t e d f o r many years and man's inf luence as a s o i l forming 

f a c t o r has been s t rong . Ploughing, a r t i f i c i a l drainage, suid the 

a d d i t i o n o f lime and f e r t i l i s e r s have a l l played a par t i n imp­

rov ing s o i l drainage and n u t r i e n t s ta tus . Cl imat ic and topograph­

i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s are a t a r e l a t i v e minimum i n t h i s par t of the 

county, although by comparison w i t h land values on a na t iona l 

scale today, nowhere i s the land much be t te r than of medium 

q u a l i t y . (5) 

The general h i s t o r i c a l evo lu t ion of settlement i n the county 

from p reh i s to ry to the nineteenth century furnishes a f i e l d of 

study as ye t r e l a t i v e l y untapped. The pre-Roman f o l k between 

Tees and Tyne were probably an o u t l y i n g group of the Pennine 

Br igantes , and were not a t the centre of power. Richmond sees 

t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n , on the f l anks of the upper dales and on the 



- 4 -

f o o t h i l l s and c l i f f s of Coimty Durham, as suggesting tha t the 

gr im h i l l country and the forest-choked lower val leys cut them 

in to i s o l a t e d commimities, unaccustomed to un i ted ac t ion ( 6 ) . 

I n comparison, by the end of the t h i r d century A . D . , the area now 

known as County Durham had become a homogeneous series of commun­

i t i e s , centred more and more upon the Roman f o r t s and the small 

townships growing up arotmd them. There i s a very marked paradox 

here, i n t ha t whi le these f o r t s and t h e i r c i v i l settlements were 

present, a t the same time there are few f i e l d remains of r u r a l 

se t t lements . B i r l e y t e n t a t i v e l y suggests a d i s t r i b u t i o n very 

much l i k e t ha t put forward by Richmond, the apparent lack of 

subs t an t i a l farms i n the ' h i n t e r l a n d ' to Hadrian's Wall meaning 

t ha t farmers chose to l i v e i n these compact and growing commun­

i t i e s i n the environs of the f o r t , and to c u l t i v a t e t h e i r f i e l d s 

a t a distance ( 7 ) . Loose archaeological f i n d s suggest tha t 

the area i s h id ing f a r more than was previously suspected ( i n d i c ­

a t i n g a great need f o r a i r photography), but perhaps t h i s should 

not be e n t i r e l y unexpected. As was seen e a r l i e r , the area i s 

only p a r t i a l l y a highland zone, while f o r the res t spacious 

va l l eys and varying expanses of coastal p l a i n lend themselves 

to in tens ive modern land usage, thereby presenting a bias i n 

favour of the uplands i n the s u r v i v a l pa t tern of ear ly sett lements. 

I n a d d i t i o n , c e r t a i n i n e q u a l i t i e s have yet to be remedied i n the 

amount of f i e l d work c a r r i e d out i n the various l o c a l i t i e s (S) , 

I n the post-Roman per iod , routeways i n to the area from the 

south provided r e l a t i v e l y easy passage over the lowlands around 

N o r t h a l l e r t o n , whi le remaining Roman roads and the na tura l route-

ways of the r i v e r va l leys must have formed a f a i r l y comprehensive 

coverage o f the cen t ra l and eastern parts of the county. I t would 

seem t h a t to some extent the ea r ly penetrat ion of the Angles was 

in f luenced by much the same physical controls tha t a f f e c t e d the 
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ingress of the p r e h i s t o r i c peoples, p a r t i c u l a r l y with regard 

to favourable conditions for landing and e s t a b l i s h i n g i n i t i a l 

settlements. I n t h i s respect the Tyne V a l l e y must have offered 

the best f a c i l i t i e s f or penetration, the coast elsewhere proving 

somewhat un a t t r a c t i v e from the c l i f f s of North Durham to the 

marshland of the Tees estuary. At the same time, the area was 

exposed to almost constant warfare, a feature not normally 

conducive to the encouragement and expansion of settlement, and 

i t does seem l i k e l y that i n comparison to the r e s t of the country-

Durham was a land not h e a v i l y populated f o r many centuries a f t e r 

the disappearance of the Romans. ( 9 ) . However, too extreme a 

view of t h i s should not be taken. Although i n the s i x t h century 

Symeon of Durham wrote of the land between Tyne and Tees as "a 

deserted waste,,..and thus nothing but a hiding place for w i l d 

and'woodland beasts", ( l O ) , t h i s g e n e r a l i s a t i o n may be doubted, 

fo r the occurrence of d e f i n i t e l y Anglo-Saxon place names suggests 

clearance and c o l o n i s a t i o n of the forested lowlands, the people 

extending t h e i r settlements a t the expense of the woodland and 

e s t a b l i s h i n g from them daughter townships i n new clearings ( l l ) . 

Thorpe was convinced that many of the s i t e s of present day 'green' 

v i l l a g e s were occupied i n Anglian times (although not n e c e s s a r i l y 

i n t h e i r present f o r T n ) ( l 2 ) , but very l i t t l e i s as yet known of 

settlement i n t h i s period. 

Except i n i t s southernmost parts the county lay beyond the 

northern l i m i t of Danish appropriation, and Scandanavian s e t t l e ­

ment i s s t r i k i n g l y absent i n Durham. Smailes points out that 

most of the "-beck" names are post 1500 i n o r i g i n , and that "-by", 

"-thorpe", smd 'Hhwaite" names are rare i n the county except i n 

the south and some small i s o l a t e d areas ( l 3 ) . 

A g r i c u l t u r a l c o l o n i s a t i o n on the wider scale must have 

begtm by the t w e l f t h century, i f not e a r l i e r , and the d i s t i n c t i o n 
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between corngrowing and pastoral v i l l s was already becoming 

apparent i n 1183, the time of Boldon Book. Over much of Durham, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the north and west, the organisational framework 

had l i t t l e i n common with that of the more southerly counties 

of England ( l 4 ) . The s e i g n e u r i a l demesne often played only a 

small part i n the functioning of the 'federal' manors which 

predominated, with a corresponding degree of independence of the 

v i l l a r community. As w i l l be seen l a t e r , here again the d i s ­

t i n c t i o n between the north and west and south and east of the 

county i s preserved. The s t i l l somewhat nysterious ' s h i r e ' was 

apparently the prime whole u n i t of lordship, with a manor only 

seldom being co-extensive with v i l l a g e or t a m s h i p . 

Spontaneous c o l o n i s a t i o n may well have been held up a f t e r the 

Conquest by the extensive nature of the h e a v i l y wooded areas, but 

i t does seem that d i s f o r e s t a t i o n ajid gradual settlement i n this' 

woodland were important aspects of colonisation from the twelfth 

to the fourteenth century, A comparison of the v i l l s recorded 

i n Boldon Book (1183) with those recorded i n the Halmote R o l l s 

of the fourteenth century shows c l e a r l y the progress of colon­

i s a t i o n i n the western part of the bishopric, with many new 

settlements, of which there was no mention i n Boldon Book, making 

t h e i r appearance i n the R o l l s and i n Bishop Hatfield's Survey of 

1381. Many of these settlements are noticeable for t h e i r names 

ending i n " - l e y " ( 1 5 ) , I n view of the evidence.'in Boldon Book 

showing how s e r v i c e s were extracted from e^ach new settlement, ( 1 6 ) , 

i t appears that when i t was to t h e i r convenience the lords did 

not h e s i t a t e to permit or even encourage, fresh colonisation i n 

iSheir " f o r e s t s " . 

Work i n progress today points to the twelfth and t h i r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s as a v i t a l l y important formative period for settlement 

i n County Durham, On the one hand was the steady pressure from 
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land hungry peasants, leading to the expansion of old settlements 

and the creation of new, while on the other were the f i n a n c i a l 

needs of the great landholders on irtiose e s t a t e s the v i l l a g e s were 

s i t u a t e d , not l e a s t the Prince Bishops ( l 7 ) . Much work remains 

to be done on the c l o s e l y a l l i e d question of the development of 

f i e l d systems i n the area, but i n general i t can be seen that 

farming and h a b i t a t i o n , stimulated i n various ways, were making 

progressive encroachment upon the woodlands and the moors. I n 

the process, the pattern of settlement was not only extended and 

i n c r e a s i n g l y f i l l e d i n , but apparently also became more and more 

dispersed ( i S ) , By 1200, the pace of v i l l a g e foundation was 

slowing sharply, and much col o n i s a t i o n a f t e r t h i s date did not 

i n f a c t produce new v i l l a g e s ; rather i t r e s u l t e d i n a s c a t t e r 

of hamlets and s i n g l e farms, such as i s found in the uplands to 

the west of Lanchester. Almost a l l the nucleated v i l l a g e s that 

e x i s t today were already e s t a b l i s h e d by the twelfth century, and 

there were many v i l l a g e s occupied then which have subsequently 

been deserted,, 

Greenwood's map of 1820 shows a marked contrast i n the d i s ­

t r i b u t i o n of r u r a l nucleations between the south and east, and 

the north and west. Although demonstrably incomplete i n t h e i r 

coverage the great medieval land surveys of the Prince Bishops 

c l e a r l y showed that t h i s seime contrast was already i n existence, 

a c o n t r a s t accentuated by differences i n tenure ajid economy 

( F i g , 1,1 Areas I , I I as against I I I and I V ) , The p r i n c i p a l 

concentrations of settlements were i n the Vale of Tees and i n 

Mid-Durham along the Wear V a l l e y emd the scarp edge of the 

Magnesian limestone plateau. Here the nucleations were ntimer-

ous and close s e t i n a remarkably uniform d i s t r i b u t i o n , " f o r when 

the t o t a l pattern i s cnnsidered, including the deserted s e t t l e ­

ments, they are seen to occur at intervatls of between one emd a 
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h a l f and two miles" ( 1 9 ) , while on the plateau further east they 

were fewer and more widely spaced. I n the h i l l d i s t r i c t s and the 

western part of the c o a l f i e l d ther;^ were large empty t r a c t s on 

the watersheds, while i n general the v a l l e y s were s e t t l e d and 

encroachment from them upwards on to the waste progressed consid­

erably between 1183 and 1381, settlements mainly consisting of 

small and s c a t t e r e d hamlets. ( 2 0 ) . 

As e a r l y as 1183 Boldon Book had demonstrated that i t was 

the south and east of the county which had emerged as the 

r e l a t i v e l y prosperous, developed and s e t t l e d zone, populated 

by s e r v i l e c u l t i v a t o r s ( F i g . 1.1 areas I and I I ) , while i n north 

west Durham (areas I I I and I V ) developnent was limited to a few 

favoured locations such as Lanchester and Wolsingham, and i n the 

outlying farms and hamlets the emphasis lay upon service i n the 

Bishop's great hunting preserves. I n 1381 the lands to the south 

and e a s t of a l i n e along the Gaunless-Wear held the v i l l s which 

contained large amounts of bondage land, land upon which were 

incumbent the heavy s e r v i l e labour s e r v i c e s - week work, plowing, 

harrowing, mowing, and c a r t i n g - while in the north and west 

exchequer land predominated, u s u a l l y rendering no more than a 

money q u i t rent to the Lord Bishop, The estates of the N e v i l l e 

feunily were already s i z a b l e by the twelfth century, yet i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t a t the present time to assess the importance of t h e i r 

rule a n d i i t s e f f e c t s on settlement and agrarian organisation. 

Members of the family were p o l i t i c a l l y strong enough to openly 

challenge the Bishops i n the fourteenth and f i f t e e n t h centuries 

( 2 l ) , and i t would seem l i k e l y that t h e i r power i n the socio­

economic sphere was a l s o considerable. The f a i l u r e of the Rising 

of the North s i g n i f i e d the p a r t i a l brealcup of these e s t a t e s , 

and the general disruption from the Rising was no doubt gr e a t l y 
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increased by the plague which i n f l i c t e d r e a l devastation on parts 

of the county a t the end of the sixteenth century ( 2 2 ) , 

The e a r l y c ontrast north and west/south and east comes 

out strongly again i n terms of the enclosure movements, Tate 

quotes from Bishop Kellawe's r e g i s t e r that frequent grants of 

waste were being made by the beginning of the fourteenth cent­

ury (23) y e t S l a t e r i n f e r r e d from Leland that the process of 

enclosing the t o w f i e l d s was almost complete i n Durham by 1536 

while a t the same time the enclosure of the waste had hardly 

begun ( 2 4 ) , Both these points are somewhat inaccurate, and as 

Leonard had shown before him a major feature of seventeenth 

century Durham was the enclosure of sub-divided f i e l d s by private 

agreement ( 2 5 ) . The majority of these f i e l d s were in the south 

and e a s t of the county, although t h e i r presence was by no means 

confined to these areas. They were town f i e l d lands, open sub­

divided f i e l d s worked under the r u l e s of communal a g r i c u l t u r e , 

and t h e i r enclosure reached a peak between 1625 and 1675 (although 

s e v e r a l examples are s t i l l to be found, such as at Hamsterley, 

Comsay, and, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , a t Coundon), Reasons for the 

enclosure of these f i e l d s were waried and haveproved complex to 

grasp today, but i n general there appears to have been a trend 

towards taking out of c u l t i v a t i o n land which had been exhausted 

with continual ploughing and cropping and turning i t over to 

pasture. Work i n progress here indicates that the amoimts of 

enclosure i n t h i s period have been s e r i o u s l y underestimated, and 

that present a v a i l a b l e figures for the t o t a l acreage involved 

may stand i n need of considerable upward adjustment ( 2 6 ) , 

U n t i l l a t e i n the eighteenth century marked features of the 

north and west of the county were great expanses of f e l l land 

s t r e t c h i n g domi into thelo'^^lf'^^ds; for, instance, .Lanchester 

common, enclosed i n 1773, involved over f i f t e e n thousand acres 
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( c . 6,080 hectares) J V/olsingham (1765) over ten thousand acres 
( c . 4,050); C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t (1794) nearly three thousand acres 
(1,215 h . ) ; and s e v e r a l more over two thousand acres ( c , 810 h , ) . 
The century 1756-1856 saw the enclosure and allottment of some 
one hundred and t h i r t y - n i n e thousand acres ( c . 52,250 h.) of 
comnon land, much of i t the common m s t e l y i n g i n the north emd 
west of the county. This century also saw the pastoral bias of 
Durham a g r i c u l t u r e reinforced by a progressive outlook i n l i v e ­
stock breeding, which produced the feunous Durham ox, and by the 
growth of c a t t l e f a i r s a t regional centres such as Newcastle, 
Durham, Darlington and Barnard C a s t l e . However, motives for t h i s 
l a t e r period of enclosure seem to run contrary to t h i s , as the 
incentive to grow more grain ( i n p a r t i c u l a r rye and bigg) i n ­
creased with an expanding i n d u s t r i a l population and the high 
p r i c e s of the Napoleonic wars. R e l i c t "ridge and furrow" patterns 
i n the present landscape indicate the extremes at which improve­
ments were attempted, notable examples being a t heights of 1,000 
-jd.j200 f e e t to the south of Wolsingham, and at S t . John's Chapel 
also i n Weardale. 

Within t h i s framework of settlement, physical features, and 

t e n u r i a l orgajiisation, the types of farming apparently varied 

only l i t t l e over the c e n t u r i e s . The extent to which the enclosure 

movements fostered r e a l and l a s t i n g improvements i n agriculture 

remains very much open to debate. There was undoubtedly increased 

output, but there seems to have been very l i t t l e introduced i n 

the way of new husbandry techniques. Clover was becoming widely 

used only i n the e a r l y eighteenth century, while turnips and pot­

atoes were s t i l l being grown on a limited scale as late as 1850, 

most of the county r e t a i n i n g a basic three-course rotation with 

bare-following. This was a state of a f f a i r s severely c r i t i c i s e d 
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a t the turn of the century by Granger (27) and B a i l e y ( 2 8 ) , 

who both advocated the adoption of a r a t i o n a l system of "con­

v e r t i b l e husbandry", although B e l l , h a l f a century l a t e r , took a 

much r o s i e r view of things ( 2 9 ) , However, outside pressures 

were very great, and beyond the two immediate goals of more grain 

and b e t t e r l i v e s t o c k breeding industry offered positive d i s i n ­

c e ntives f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l improyements; the damages paid by 

mining adventurers often provided a return i n excess of twice 

the r e n t a l or commercial value of the land. 

The same basic d i v i s i o n between the north and west, south 

and e a s t , i s s t i l l r e f l e c t e d , as i n 1183, by a general p a s t o r a l / 

arable contrast, and Brancepeth e s t a t e , as w i l l be seen l a t e r , 

represents a f a i r c r o s s - s e c t i o n of agrarian practices i n the 

county. The enclosure movement c a r r i e s one on to the beginnings 

of the sustained i n d u s t r i a l growth which was beginning to a f f e c t 

the landscape over much of County Durham by the middle of the 

nineteenth century (indeed, the two may be c a u s a l l y i n t e r - r e l a t e d ) , 

( 3 0 ) , and the r u r a l landscape has changed only l i t t l e from within 

since that date. The railways had dissected Bremcepeth lordship 

by 1845, and mining a c t i v i t y on the l a r g e r s c a l e was then j u s t 

g e t ting under way here, as w i l l be shown i n the following pages, 

but the r u r a l settlement pattern, the product of these hundreds of 

years growth and developnent, can s t i l l be c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d i n 

1850, 

I t i s hoped that t h i s introduction, a l b e i t a very b r i e f one, 

w i l l have given s u f f i c i e n t backgroimd information against which 

the changes and events i n Brancepeth can be judged as (a) part of 

the wider scheme of things or (b) of l o c a l importance only. 

Attempts have been made where possible to r e l a t e discussion of 

trends w i t h i n the estate to the broader s c a l e , and i t i s f e l t that 

d e t a i l e d study such as t h i s i s a necessary part of the build-up 
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of information which permits generalisations to be made, theories 
to be put forward and test e d . 
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CHAPTER TWO BRANCEPETH: THE PHYSICAL AND CULTURAL SETTING 

IN 1850, 

I n 1850, the landscape ( l ) of Central Durhaan was gradually 

being swamped by the s t e a d i l y advancing tide of p i t s , s p o i l heaps, 

pitmen's cottages, waggonways and railways. I n 1853 the o f f i c e r s 

of the Ordnance Survey began to map a landscape which was under­

going a remarkably rapid rate of change, such that by 1860 when 

most of t h e i r work was completed s u b s t a n t i a l shale t i p s had 

a r r i v e d , and by 1862 when the f i r s t e dition s i x inch Ordnance 

Survey map was published we are f o r c i b l y reminded that Durham was 

an a c t i v e c o a l f i e l d . 

Brancepeth estate was i n t h i s respect t y p i c a l of much of 

County Durham. Mining had been going on for centuries (see 

Chapter 5 footnote 1.) but only a f t e r about 1840 did i t r e a l l y 

i n t e n s i f y and take on the mantle of mining as we know i t today, 

with the coming of the railways and the great c a p i t a l outlay 

made possible by the fortunes of the R u s s e l l family. Sinkings 

on the esta t e took place i n 1841 (Brancepeth Park); 1844 

(Brandon); 1853 (Pagebank); and 1855 (Oakenshaw), with nearly 

a dozen more between 1855 and 1870. I n d i r e c t e f f e c t s of e a r l i e r 

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n on Tyneside were probably being f e l t by t h i s 

time, not l e a s t of which was the money i t afforded the Rns s e l l s 

to permit the f a n t a s t i c p r ices they paid f or t h e i r lands i n 

Brancepeth ( 2 ) . By 1854, B e l l was gre a t l y disturbed that 
No other county i s so interwoven with a network of 
public and private r a i l w a y s . I n no other i s there 
so large a quantity of land occupied by c o l l i e r i e s , 
manufactories, quarries, waste heaps, e t c . , ( 3 ) 

and some idea of the r a p i d i t y with iihich the v i r u l e n t growth spread 

across the landscape can be gained from a comparison of Helm-

ington Row township i n 1838 and 1862 ( F i g . 2.2). 1850 i s the 

l a t e s t date a t which we can see the t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l landscape 

i n i t s e n t i r e t y , before industry began to devour auid destroy the 
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a g r i c u l t u r a l land. This section i s , therefore, i n essence a 
straightforward one of d e s c r i p t i o n , a subjective view of the 
landscape i n a {wirticular area of Central Durham (as shown i n 
F i g , 2,1) i n 1850, and i t i s necessary view i f we are to proceed 
to pick out the major elements i n -flie landscape which are discussed 
i n the chapters to follow. 

The general o v e r a l l appearance must have been l i t t l e d i f f ­

erent from the present view of many parts of the estate, giving 

at f i r s t s i g h t the appearance of a heavily wooded area, some of 

i t under plantations; of r o l l i n g topography r i s i n g from the Wear 

v a l l e y to heights of over eight hundred feet on the main spur 

( f i g . 2.4), Slopes i n most cases were f a i r l y gentle, although 

l o a a l l y very steep, e s p e c i a l l y where the smoothness was broken 

markedly by the i n c i s e d v a l l e y s of the undernourished Stockley 

Beck and the River Deemess. There were no outstanding physical 

f e a t u r e s , and i t was b a s i c a l l y a landscape i n which the various 

elements blended together to produce an e f f e c t which could only 

be described as peaceful and harmonious. 

Human habitation on the estate f i t t e d w ell into t h i s natural 

calmness, confined as i t was to three small, a t t r a c t i v e v i l l a g e s 

and a multitude of s c a t t e r e d single-farmsteads ( F i g . 2 . l ) , 

Brancepeth v i l l a g e was a loosely agglomerated huddle of rather 

splendid houses and cottages under the northern walls of the 

c a s t l e , with parkland s t r e t c h i n g away to the south and east, 

but Willington and Brandon, both including farms i n t h e i r b u i l ­

ding l i n e , could d e f i n i t e l y be seen as s t r e e t v i l l a g e s . Neither 

of the two townships of Helmington Row and Stockley possessed 

any nucleated settlement, although Fordyce had commented i n 1857 

that Helmington Row " o l d v i l l a g e " had nearly gone by t h i s date, 

Byers Green v i l l a g e s t i l l showed c l e a r l y the former layout of 

the b u i l d i n g l i n e s i n r e l a t i o n to the c e n t r a l green, but i n f i l l i n g 
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liad already begun. The single-farmsteads were widely scattered, 

and i n plan most of them showed the t r a d i t i o n a l arrangement of 

buildings aroimd two, three, or four sides of a square. 

Reference to contemporary s i x inch Ordnance Survey maps 

shows tha t there was c»nsiderable v a r i a t i o n i n f i e l d s i z e and i n 

the patterns made up by the f i e l d baundaries ( F i g . 2 , l ) . Most 

of the f i e l d s were e i t h e r fenced or walled, or had boundaries 

s e t with quick thorn and t r e e s , a feature i?hich must have r e ­

inf o r c e d the impression of an area h e a v i l y wooded. Several 

areas showed a pattern of s t r i k i n g r e g u l a r i t y , while others, 

e s p e c i a l l y i n parts of Willington township, suggested old enclosed 

lands. The f i e l d s i n the estate must have exhibited a considerable 

v a r i e t y of crops a t various times of the year, including wheat, 

t u r n i p s , barley, oats, and potatoes, while the l i v e s t o c k present 

included horses, c a t t l e , and sheep, as well as pigs and poultry. 

The landscape i n 1850 was a product of a great deal of change 

over a long period of time, yet several f a c e t s of t h i s land­

scape were r e l a t i v e l y f i x e d , and i n these we can see something 

of a p h y s i c a l framework. There were also controls of ownership 

and c i v i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l organisation, and these w i l l be 

examined i n a l a t e r chapter. 

As noted above, no part of the area shows any outstanding 

p h y s i c a l features ( F i g . 2.4), and, s i m i l a r l y , no part appears to 

have o f f e r e d adverse conditions detrimental to farming of one 

kind or another, or to have afforded any great advantage or 

a t t r a c t i o n . Questions of height aspect, and slope do not appear 

to have had any major influence on the location of man's a c t i v i t i e s ' 

here ( 4 ) , For instance, the s i t e of Brandon V i l l a g e i s probably 

the c o l d e s t , windiest spot i n the area, y e t i t s t i l l seems to have 

afforded s u f f i c i e n t incentive to men i n the Middle Ages to set 
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up) homes; and c u l t i v a t e the land there. Although not p a r t i c ­
u l a r l y high, the land here s t i l l has some influence on a g r i ­
c u l t u r e , and c l i m a t i c conditions are such that the length of the 
growing season decreases r a p i d l y with only small increases i n 
a l t i t u d e . At Durham C i t y (336 f e e t , 103 metres:) the average 
length of growing season i s about 220 days per annum, but there 
i s a decrease of about ten days for every 250 feet (80 metres) 
increase i n a l t i t u d e . As we s h a l l see l a t e r , the harsh nature 
of the climate i n t h i s part of the country had been well recog­
n i s e d f o r many years^ ( 5 ) , 

The s o i l pattern underlying the f i e l d s here i s one of great 

v a r i e t y i n texture, colour, and natural f e r t i l i t y , many changes 

occurring over very short distances ( 6 ) . Of n e c e s s i t y , the 

picture given here can only be one of the broadest ou t l i n e , 

although more d e t a i l e d mapping and study may have gone a long 

way towards answering problems which as yet remain unsolved. 

L i t t l e published work i s a v a i l a b l e for t h i s area, and the only 

maps are on a s c a l e of one inch to the mile. The primary source 

m a t e r i a l presented many general descriptions which, although 

often vague, did enough to dispute Bailey's c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 

a l l the s o i l s i n the area as "moist s o f t loam on ochery c l a y " 

or the V i c t o r i a County History's d e f i n i t i o n of them as "cold, 

s t i f f c l a y s " ( 7 ) , The general d i s t r i b u t i o n of s o i l s as shoim 

on Figure 2,4 i s taken from the one inch to one mile reconnais:-

sance survey sheets of the S o i l Survey of Englamd and Wales, as 

were the d e t a i l s given i n the key ( 8 ) , 

I t i s generally recognised that s i x fac t o r s govern s o i l 

formation, and hence the d i s t r i b u t i o n mentioned above (Fig,2,4) 

These are climate, the b i o t i c f a c t o r s , parent material, r e l i e f , 

maji, and time. The l a s t two w i l l be examined at d i f f e r e n t points 

as t h i s t h e s i s develops, but of the others only climate has much 
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d i r e c t relevance f o r the 'purpose of t h i s study, as we s h a l l see 

l a t e r i n t h i s chapter. 

The complexity of ic e movements over County Durham i s r e ­

f l e c t e d i n the d i v e r s i t y of d r i f t material which forms the parent 

ma t e r i a l f o r the s o i l s of t h i s area, although two general trends 

are d i s c e r n i b l e . The higher slopes and ridge tops are mainly 

covered by t h i n d r i f t , (9) the lower parts of the v a l l e y sides 

by t h i c k e r boulder c l a y , with occasional patches of f l u v i o -

g l a c i a l sand. I t may well be s i g n i f i c a n t that Brancepeth villeige 

i s s i t u a t e d on an i s l a n d of t h i n d r i f t i n an area of boulder c l a y . 

As a r e s u l t of topographical conditions here, the type of s o i l 

most commonly found i s an imperfectly drained Brown Earth, which 

occurs mainly on the v a l l e y s i d e s , with p r o f i l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

including a grey-brown sandy loam or loam surface horizon, and a 

mottled yellow-brown sandy c l a y loam B horizon which o v e r l i e s 

the grey sandy c l a y loam or c l a y loam t i l l . These generally 

provide the best a g r i c u l t u r a l s o i l s of t h i s area, and have also 

formed on some of the free-draining patches of f l u v i o - g l a c i a l 

sand and gravel under the influence of the dominant woodland 

vegetation, mixed stands of deciduous t r e e s . 

I n depressions on the higher inter-fluve;s up to 800 feet 

(246 me tress) very poorly draining s o i l s have formed with a peaty 

or humose surface horizon. Usually developing from surface-

water Gley s o i l s , they are generally given over to grassland, 

although some areas have been drained and planted with spruce. 

A l l u v i a l deposits are associated with the lower spreads of the 

r i v e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y of the Wear, P r o f i l e morphology i s very 

v a r i a b l e but s o i l textures are generally l i g h t since, i n the main, 

the alluvium has been derived from f l u v i o - g l a c i a l deposits. 

These spreads are o c c a s i o n a l l y l i a b l e to flood, as, for instance, 

a t Pagebank, but they are u s u a l l y well drained. 
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Climate exerts a strong regional control on s o i l processes, 

c h i e f l y through the elements of p r e c i p i t a t i o n and temperature, 

and i t i s these f a c t o r s which also exhibit a strong influence 

over man's a c t i v i t i e s , c l i m a t i c c r i t e r i a here being s u f f i c i e n t 

to l i m i t the a g r i c u l t u r a l use to which land can be put. The harsh 

nature of Durham's climate had been recognised i n the eighteenth 

century, and as e a r l y as 1794 Granger was bemoaning the f a c t 

t h a t : 

The climate i s imcertain i n aE'the seasons of the year, 
i n so much that the c u l t i v a t o r seldom reaps a l l h i s 
crops to such advantage, as from the nature of the s o i l 
might be expected, the weather i n the spring being 
e i t h e r too harsh, or i n the beginning of summer too 
cold and dry, and i n the autumn too wet and windy; and 
the whole face of the county declining from west to 
east i s exposed to, and annoyed by, the north-east wind, 
which often p r e v a i l s long i n the spring ( i p ) . 

The two most important general influences on the climate of the 

area are the North Sea and the Pennines, the l a t t e r being s i g ­

n i f i c a n t f o r t h e i r creation of a r a i n shadow. Several general­

i s a t i o n s can be applied to Coimty Durham: 

Within the region minor differences i n climate r e s u l t 
from differences i n l a t i t u d e , loigibude and topography; 
r a i n f a l l , amount of snow, duration of snow cover, and 
temperature range increase from east to west; mean 
annual temperatures, sxumner maximum temperatures, 
thunderstorm frequency and fog frequency increase from 
north to south ( l l ) . 

Brancepeth E s t a t e , i n i t s c e n t r a l position i n County Durham, 

touches no extremes of climate, y e t the length of time for which 

snow l i e s here sometimes makes i t appear much further than f i v e 

miles away from Durham C i t y I Occupying as i t does the lower 

Pennine spurs to the north and west of the middle Wear v a l l e y , 

the area i s not quite high enough for c l i m a t i c factors to cause 

i t to remain as imcultivated moorland today. Although the aver­

age annual r a i n f a l l i s about twnety-five to t h i r t y inches, spread 
-

out over some two hundred days, there i s a great y e a r l y v a r i a t i o n 

i n both these features;-, with winter r a i n f a l l generally (although 
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not always) greater than sunimer, leading to some shortage i n June 

and September. Severe drought i s , however, very rar e . The 

number of days with snowfall and snow cover also v a r i e s a great 

deal from year to year, not only with the s e v e r i t y of the winter 

but a l s o with very l o c a l i s e d features of aspect and topography. 

Annual temperature range i s from about ten degrees to eighty-

f i v e degrees fahrenheit (-12° - 3o''c), with f r o s t at any time 

between September and June, although i t occurs with the greatest 

frequency i n the months of January and February. The f l o o r of 

the Wear v a l l e y i n t h i s area i s p a r t i c u l a r l y susceptible to 

frequent and often severe f r o s t s . 

The p r e v a i l i n g winds are westerly, and here again l o c a l 

topography and s i t e features play a prorainant part. The t r i b u t a r y 

r i v e r v a l l e y s provide l i t t l e s h e l t e r from these, running mainly 

as they do from west to east, but they do afford protection from 

the harsh, cold.north and north-east winds of the early months of 

the year. I t i s a p e c u l i a r feature of t h i s area that i m t i l the 

eighteenth century settlement apparently preferred the wind-blown 

ridges to these r e l a t i v e l y s h e l t e r e d v a l l e y s . Pawson also 

pointed out the r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed on ag r i c u l t u r e by climate, 

mentioning i n p a r t i c u l a r the prevalence of severe f r o s t s as 

l a t e as May or Jime, although he does emphasise that the area i s 

one w e l l s u i t e d to the growth of permanent grass (12), 

T h i r s k recognised that broad generalisations can be made 

concerning ( l ) the l i m i t a t i o n s imposed by the geographical 

s i t u a t i o n i n the North E a s t and (2) the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 

i n d u s t r i e s there, while at the same time the s t r i k i n g differences 

i n the s c a l e of farming and the commercial opportunities - some 

of which were seen in the introduction - have to be acknowledged 
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between the mountainous F e l l s which constitute the core of the 

region, and the p l a i n s that l i e on e i t h e r side and reach to the 

coast. These in turn influenced the structure of d i s t i n c t types, 

of conmunity. Brancepeth estate f a l l s someitiiat uneasily into 

the t r a n s i t i o n zone between these two areas, and i t may have been 

fortunate that complications of landownership, which might have 

accentuated differences and pressures, seldom a f f l i c t e d the core 

of the e s t a t e . The concentration of power i n the hands of one 

man manifests i t s e l f c l e a r l y here, c h i e f l y i n the r e l a t i v e l y 

new c a s t l e and the large areas of parkland, and one man did i n 

f a c t own the whole of the area described above in 1850. We are 

looking a t the physical and n a t u r a l landscape within the i n v i s ­

i b l e l i m i t s of man's ownership. The general appearance of most 

of the es t a t e in the middle of the nineteenth century must have 

been one of wealth and t r a n q u i l i t y , giving l i t t l e i n d i c a t i o n of 

the v i o l e n t , far-reaching changes which had brought about the 

landscape as i t then was. I t i s to explanations of t h i s pattern 

of f i e l d s and settlement, of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e , that the 

following chapters are devoted. 
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CHAPTER TIVO - NOTES 

1. See Brown (1969) for a discussion of the v a r i e t y of meanings 
t h i s term may u t i l i s e . I n i t s present context, 'Landscape' 
i s taken to mean the purely subjective view such as might 
be taken by em a r t i s t . 

2. • For example: Brandon 
Greenwell's estate a t Willington 
F o r s t e r - M i l l s estate i n Willington. See 

Chapter three, F i g . 3.2. 3.5. 

3. B e l l (1856) 95. 

4. The nature and type of slope i s us u a l l y important with regard 
to s o i l formation and c u l t i v a t i o n . Gentle slopes may be 
b e n e f i c i a l i n aiding surface rxm o f f , but the steeper 
slopes not only a f f e c t the erosion potential of the s o i l s 
but a l s o hamper the mechanical operations involved i n 
c u l t i v a t i o n . For instance, two-way ploughing today i s 
l i m i t e d by slopes i n excess of about f i f t e e n degrees. Bear­
ing t h i s in mind, the author fotmd i t d i f f i c u l - t to imder-
s>tand how c e r t a i n areas i n Brancepeth and Stockley were 
ever c u l t i v a t e d a t a l l , and yet the steep v a l l e y sides 
appear to have been the s i t e of the e a r l i e s t c u l t i v a t i o n i n 
these two townships. The advantages afforded as s h e l t e r 
were surely not alone s u f f i c i e n t reason for t h i s . 

5. For a b r i e f discussion of the impact of climate on the length 
of growing season see the beginning of Chapter F i v e . 

6. Several surveys of the eighteenth century showed t h i s c l e a r l y . 
Land on one farm, of s i m i l a r height, slope and aspect, 
v a r i e d i n value per acre from 4/6 to 20/-. See:-
Northumberland C.R.O. Swinburne Papers ZSW 1 7 l / l 9 ; C.R.O. 
Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br - Breuicepeth, Deeds e t c . 
Mortgage of 1770. 

7. V.C.H. Coimty Durheun. Volume I I 383. 

8. The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance of the Durham 
C i t y branch of the N.A.A.S., i n providing access to the map. 
He i s g r a t e f u l also to Mr. J.H. Stevens of the Durham Dep­
artment of Geography f o r h i s help on t h i s section as a whole. 

9. - Mai in g (1955) 

10. Granger (1794) 32. 

11. Watson (1949) 36. 

12. Pawsom (1949) 179. 
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CHAPTER THREE - THE FRAMEWORK OF ORGANISATION 

l ) P a r i s h and Township, E s t a t e and Majior. 

Throughout the period from 1600 - 1850 Brancepeth church 

was a t the heart of a very large parish, the boundaries of which 

were apparently co-incident with those of the estate i n the seven­

teenth century ( l ) although the l a t t e r (with the exception of 

the Byers Green lands) lay comfortably within the parish bounds 

by the middle of the nineteenth century ( F i g s . 2,3 & 3.1), I t 

i s , however, d i f f i c u l t to estimate the importance at any one 

time of e i t h e r the c i v i l or the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parish as an 

i n s t i t u t i o n , 

A simple chronological development of the parochial organ­

i s a t i o n i n the North-east has been put forward by Smailes; 

When the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parish organisation 
developed, the population of the northern bishoprics 
was so sparse and so sc a t t e r e d i n small groups that the 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parishes were made to include several of 
the townships that have i n modem times become c i v i l 
p arishes of our l o c a l government structure ( 2 ) , 

I t i s true to say that a par i s h as large as Brancepeth, with a 

number of hamlets and scattered farms of e a r l y date, was a 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c feature of an area of r e l a t i v e l y late settlement 

and c o l o n i s a t i o n , although the whole question of the o r i g i n s of 

parishes and parish boundaries i s clouded by uncertainty. I t 

would appear that parish boundaries are a r e f l e c t i o n of a com­

plex s e t of i n t e r a c t i o n s between a c c e s s i b i l i t y , f e r t i l i t y , and 

the degree of concentration of p o l i t i c a l power ( 3 ) . Here, as i n 

many other f i e l d s , one i s faced with a problem of chronology -

which came f i r s t , the boundaries, or expansion of land use to 

a mutual meeting point? As w i l l be seen l a t e r , the p o l i t i c a l 

element was almost c e r t a i n l y the most important, and as parishes 

came to mean a geographical area rather than a body of people, 

lay lords were founding many churches, and i t was surely a 
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matter of convenience for e c c l e s i a s t i c a l authority to exercise 

i t s powers within a framework of secular boiuids. A parish of 

some 21,300 acres (8,600 h e c t a r e s ) , Brancepeth i n 1862 was 

bounded by Lanchester i n the north, S t . Andrew Auckland i n the 

south, E l v e t i n the e a s t , and Wolsingheim i n the west ( F i g . 3 . l ) . 

I t included the townships of Brancepeth, Stockley, Brandon and 

Byshottles, Willington, Crook and B i l l y Row, Helmington Row, and 

Tudhoe, a l l of which e x i s t e d i n a somewhat obscure relationships 

with the p a r i s h . I t does seem l i k e l y that there had been very, 

l i t t l e change for many years before c i r c a 1850, for i n general, 

the p a r i s h a t the beginning of the nineteenth century was for 

r a t i n g purposes ( i . e . the c i v i l parish) s t i l l for the most part 

co-extensive with the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parish as, i n E l i z a b e t h I ' s 

reign, the e x i s t i n g e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parish had been taken as the 

u n i t f o r Poor Law R e l i e f . 

A comparison of the f i r s t e d i t i o n s i x inch Ordnance Survey 

maps ( 4 ^ with the present s i x inch sheets for the area (5) shows 

that Smailes's statement holds true for the several townships 

which made up Brancepeth i n the f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth 

century. The key f a c t o r i n determining the a r e a l extent and 

permanence of the p a r i s h today would seem to be the:number of 

people within t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p a r i s h , and i n Brancepeth's case 

the population incr-ease brought about try the ' I n d u s t r i a l Revol­

ution' almost c e r t a i n l y caused the breakdown of too cumbersome a 

u n i t , although the population of the parish was large for many 

years before t h i s . I n the mid-seventeenth century i t was except­

i o n a l f o r a parish to have more than f i v e hundred inhabitants ( 6 ) , 

y e t the population of Brancepeth ( p a r i s h ? ) i n the time of 

Bishops Chandler's V i s i t a t i o n , c i r c a 1736, numbered some three 

himdred and seventy-one f a m i l i e s ( 7 ) , The former townships of 
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Brancepeth and Brandon are now a parish and an urban d i s t r i c t 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , and Crook and B i l l y Row, Willington, and Helmington 

Row a l l f a l l into Crook and Willington urban d i s t r i c t . While 

the process; of evolution from 1860 to today was by no means a 

simple or d i r e c t one, i t f a l l s rather outside the scope of t h i s 

study. 

The hypothesis that the o r i g i n a l parish contained several 

townships may p a r t l y account f or the development of the p a r t i c u l a r 

pattern of intercommoning which e x i s t e d here, for t h i s almost 

always involved an agreement between townships within the parish. 

Although c e r t a i n of the hamlets i n Byshottles by t r a d i t i o n poss­

essed the r i g h t of common on the Bishop's common a t Ushaw Moor 

i t was noted as being unusual ( S ) , and i t i s the only exajnple ini 

the area which has so f a r come to l i g h t i n which men held common 

r i g h t s i n another p a r i s h without a c t u a l l y owning or renting property 

i n t h i s other p a r i s h . For the greater part of t h e i r length the 

township boundaries of c i r c a 1850 u t i l i s e d natural features such 

as streams and are today n e a r l y always followed on the ground by 

f i e l d boundaries. I t i s d i f f i c u l t i n t h i s study to o f f e r any 

explanation for the detached portions of the various townships, 

as they u s u a l l y comprised only one f i e l d each and seem to have no 

outstanding q u a l i t y which would make them p a r t i c u l a r l y desirable 

( F i g , 3,1) ( 9 ) , 

The Church made i t s presence f e l t i n the agrarian landscape 

c h i e f l y through the medium of t i t h e c o l l e c t i o n , an i n s t i t u t i o n 

maintained u n t i l the nineteenth century and about which there i s 

much information i n the estate records. The degree of co l l u s i o n 

between Rector and Lord i s very much open to question, e s p e c i a l l y 

i n the e a r l y part of the period. The s i t u a t i o n of the church i n 

the c a s t l e grounds does perhaps indicate that the re c t o r s h i p a t 

some time lay i n the hands of the lord, and t h i s was almost 
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d e f i n i t e l y the case a t the beginning of the period. The r e l a t ­
ionship then suffered a severe setback i n the second quarter of 
the seventeenth century and a state of open h o s t i l i t y and legal 
c o n f l i c t p e r s i s t e d throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth 
c e n t u r i e s , a major feature being the century-long legal haggle 
between the rec t o r on the one hand and the lord and freeman on 
the other to determine whether t i t h e s should be paid i n kind, or 
by a modus or composition fee ( l O ) . The meticulous attention 
paid to matters of t i t h e c o l l e c t i o n , together with the lack of 
intercommoning across the parish boundary suggests that i n 
organ i s a t i o n a l terms the parish possessed considerable influence, 
a l b e i t i n d i r e c t , on the agrarian landscape. I t was not only an 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l u n i t , however, but also the centre of administrative 
and d i s c i p l i n a r y control ( l l ) . 

I t i s evident that both township and parish are re l a t e d , 

a l b e i t i n complex fashion, to the manor. Blackstone firmly 

believed t h a t as C h r i s t i a n i t y spread lords began to build churches 

upon t h e i r own demesnes or wastes and obliged a l l t h e i r tenants 

to appropriate t i t h e s to the maintenance of the o f f i c i a t i n g 

m i n i s t e r ( l 2 ) . There can be very l i t t l e doubt that the great 

majority of E n g l i s h churches was b u i l t by laymen, who often treated 

t h e i r churches i n much the same way they did t h e i r m i l l , oven, 

or any other s e i g n e u r i a l monopoly. Many of the old minsters were 

by the eleventh century much weakened, and they were teing crowded 

by newer churches b u i l t by the bishops, abbotts, l e s s e r n o b i l i t y , 

and, sometimes, by groups of freemen, to serve smaller private 

e s t a t e s and areas newly colonised. Barlow points out that in 

general (as here i n Brancepeth i n p a r t i c u l a r ) the f a c i l i t y with 

which e c c l e s i a s t i c a l parishes can be explained i n terms of secular 

boundaries i s most s t r i k i n g ( 1 3 ) . Within the e a r l y bishop's 

'parish' - normally equivalent to an t^ncient kingdom or major 
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part of one - the parishes of the older minsters often coincide 
with the hundreds, those of the newer churches with the memors 
or v i l l s ( 1 4 ) . There are quite c l e a r l y grounds to consider both 
Brancepeth lordship and parish as we f i n d them i n the seven­
teenth century to be of considerable age; the c a s t l e was b u i l t 
soon a f t e r the conquest, and records; of o f f i c i a t i n g ministers 
date back to 1085 ( 1 5 ) . 

When William R u s s e l l agreed to pay out seventy-five thousand 

p&onds i n 1796 he did so to purchase the 'Manor and E s t a t e ' of 

Brancepeth. The question of the s u r v i v a l of the manor and i t s 

customs i s an i n t e r e s t i n g one, a l l the more so i n the l i g h t of 

R u s s e l l ' s attempts to revive r i g h t s long since f a l l e n into disuse, 

LavTovsky w r i t e s that 'the only thing that remained from the 

E n g l i s h medieval manor i n the seventeenth and eighteenth centiiries 

i s the feudal term* ( l 6 ) , y et almost c e r t a i n l y aspects of i t were 

being u t i l i s e d i n Brancepeth as l a t e as the beginning of the nine­

teenth century, t h e i r presence reinforced by the maintenance of 

customary lands and tenure. 

The Brancepeth estate records contain a description of the 

lordship's boundaries at the end of the sixteenth century ( l 7 ) , 

and R u s s e l l attempted to ride these i n 1798, There was no former 

evidence of a perambulation of t h i s kind, and he received several 

verbal warnings not to t r e s p a s s , as well as threats to f i l e eigainst 

him f o r the offence. I t seemed also from severa l legal cases that 

any manorial r i g h t s had long since decayed, but a rigorous search 

by h i s London lawyers managed to e s t a b l i s h the right of 'free 

warren' on the basis of a grant from the Bishop of Durham to the 

N e v i l l e s i n 1292 ( i s ) . Depositions were also produced from 

several people who could remember Belasyse e x e r c i s i n g h i s r i g h t s 

to 'waifs and e s t r a y s ' when he claimed, and received, a horse 
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found i n Tudhoe i n 1760 ( l 9 ) , but no evidence was forthcoming 

for s i m i l a r r i g h t s i n other townships, inside or outside the 

l o r d s h i p as i t then stood. R u s s e l l ' s lawyers emphasised the 

major obstacle of the 'almost t o t a l want of custom to support 

the Antient Rights:' ( 2 0 ) , but as lat e as the e a r l y eighteenth 

century the' l o r d of Brancepeth had power over tenants and occ­

upi e r s of lands to which he held no legal t i t l e , as the Court 

Books c l e a r l y show. Regulations i n existence even at t h i s date 

included some governing the keeping of c e r t a i n l i v e s t o c k such as 

swine and geese, the k i l l i n g of hares, the carrying away of 

com to any other m i l l 'in prejudice of the Lord of the Maimer's 

M i l l ' , and during the period 1676-1716 many people with holdings 

i n Brandon, Helmington Row, and Willington were fined by the 

court for breaking such r u l e s ( 2 l ) . 

Deeds to the e s t a t e as l a t e as 1779 give an in d i c a t i o n of 

j u s t how extensive the r i g h t s of the lor d must have been i n 

past y e a r s , when, as well as the lands: of the estate s p e c i f i ­

c a l l y described, he also helds 

a l l and s i n g u l a r houses e d i f i c e s buildings bams 
sta b l e s parks plemtations shmbberies; lawns pleasure 
grounds land meadow pasture glebe-lands: heaths moors 
marshes Wastes Commons Chaces Warrens Feedings Common 
of Pasture and of Turbary Furzes Trees woods and 
underwoods and the ground s o i l of such Furzes Trees 
woods and xmdei-woods Rivers r i v u l e t a waters water­
courses F i s h i n g s Fowlings Mines Quarries minerals and 
F o s s i l s Courts Leet and Courts Baron and a l l other 
courts: perquesites and p r o f i t s of Courts: View of 
Freuikpledge and a l l that view of Frankpledge belongs 
R e l i e f s Heriots Fines amerciaments goods and c h a t t e l s 
of felons and f u g i t i v e s Felons of themselves Outlawed 
persons: ( i l l e g i b l e ) waifs estrays Chief rents quit 
rents and other rents s e r v i c e s r o y a l t i e s j u r i s d i c t i o n s 
franchise L i b e r t i e s p r i v i l e g e s p r o f i t s commodities 
emoluments ( i l l e g i b l e ) and appurtenances . . . . ( 2 2 ) . 

Although allowances must be made for legal convention, some 

attempt was made, with p a r t i a l success, to maintain these rights: 

i n the f i r s t h a l f of the eighteenth century, and i t was not u n t i l 
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a f t e r c i r c a 1750 that many r i g h t s such as those above deter­

i o r a t e d into mere l e g a l phraseology with no p r a c t i c a l s i g n i f ­

icance. The Court Leet and Court Baron survived as a single 

mutation definii&ely u n t i l 1798 i f not l a t e r ( 2 3 ) , as did l i p ; 

s e r v i c e to the view of Frankpledge, which was probably never 

e x e r c i s e d a f t e r the sixteenth century, the stewards, of the 

est a t e conducting the a f f a i r s of the courts from that time on­

wards. The Manor of the Rectory of Breuicepeth maintained i t s 

own court u n t i l a f t e r 1760, but the Rector's tenants were atten­

ding R u s s e l l ' s court i n 1798, 

A survey of Brancepeth by Thomas Bnerson, stewardta Somer­

se t , taken i n 1615 ( 2 4 ) , shows j u s t how much the manorial 

organisation had decayed i n l i t t l e more than a century, although 

the extent of t h i s decay comes as no r e a l surprise i n view of the 

years of anarchy between 1570 and the breakup of the estate i n 

1630-32 ( 2 5 ) , Even as e a r l y as 1615 i t was recognised that the 

s e r v i c e s owing had not been done for years, simply because they 

had not been demanded during the period which saw the Crown's 

constables, the Sandersons, allow the estate i n general to f a l l 

sadly into neglect. I t was already proving d i f f i c u l t t o exercise 

some of the r i g h t s s t i l l mentioned i n the 1779 deed c i t e d above; 

for i n stance, one Williajn Pinckney of E a s t Brandon was executed 

for f e l o n i e i n 1603, but vhen the stewards, attempted to claim 

the lord's due to 'goods and c h a t t e l s of felons' they were 

hidden away and the stewards found no trace of them ( 2 6 ) . 

Various 'antient r o y a l t i e s ' such as those of ha\rt£ing, hunting, 

f i s h i n g , and fowling s t i l l belonged to the 'manor, however, and 

s e r v i c e s from d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l classes; i n various parts of the 

est a t e were s t i l l i n existence. Described i n the survey as 

'ancient customs and s e r v i c e s to the Lord' they included: 

i ) The tenants of E a s t Brandon always c a r r i e d a l l the 
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*Coles spent and burnt* i n the c a s t l e , without any allowance 
f o r performing the task. 

i i ) Tenants paying l e s s than fo r t y s h i l l i n g s always mowed, 

made, and loaded a l l hay spent for the use of the c a s t l e and 

r e l i e f of the deer and w i l d c a t t l e . For t h i s they received an 

allowance of eightpence per acre for mowing, fourpence for 

'making and wynning', and twopence for carry i n g . This service 

f o r hay was continued i n a l l areas except parts of Tudhoe and 

other d i s t r i c t s i n which tenements had been purchased i n fee farm 

and the occupieim refused to do the same s e r v i c e . 

i i i ) Tenants? paying over f o r t y s h i l l i n g s were always charged 

with c a r r y i n g wood, timber, r a l e s , posts, and pales. They 

received no allowance. 

iv.) The township of Whit worth was. charged with the loading 

of post, pale, and r a l e f or the E a s t Park, a service done when 

required a t an allowance of twopence per load. 

No mention of these s e r v i c e s a t any l a t e r date on 

Brancepeth estate has as yet come to l i g h t . Apart from these, 

demesne farming as i t was t r a d i t i o n a l l y known seems to have 

played very l i t t l e part i n the estaters: economy. Besides the 

two large areas of parkland, s t i l l a t t h i s time maintained as 

such, demesne lands i n the manor i n 1615 consisted of only 

seventy-eight acres i n a number of closes c a l l e d Ladie Closes 

( F i g . 7 . 1 ) , and these were sold by S i r Ralph Cole in 1689, 

becoming part of L i t t l e White Farm ( 2 7 ) . By the time the es t a t e / 

manor passed into Cole's hands i n 1636 a l l types of payment 

were i n kind emd money rather than s e r v i c e s , and the v i l l a g e 

community i n a 'federal' manor of t h i s kind was seemingly 

r e l a t i v e l y independent. 

The terms 'manor', 'estate', and 'lordship' were no doubt 

synonymous a t the end of the sixteenth century ( 2 8 ) , only 
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assuming d i f f e r e n t , vaguer connotations during the years before 

1636. A f t e r that date only the term 'estate' can be assigned any 

p r e c i s e meaning, and i t h&m been used by the author i n the 

following chapters to indicate the lands to which the owner of 

Brancepeth c a s t l e a c t u a l l y held l e g a l t i t l e , 

3, 2) Landownership 

Lemdownership i n County Durham i n the middle of the 

nineteenth century presented a structure dominated by the Church, 

i n the guise of the Bishop of Durham and the Dean and Chapter, 

but one which also included s e v e r a l very i n f l u e n t i a l men who had 

made t h e i r fortunes i n the world of commerce and industry (29), 

The e s t a t e s of these laymen were generally the end products of 

an i n t e n s i v e period of land buying by the merchemts i n the years, 

before 1740 ( 3 0 ) , a perioil which saw the decline of the 'mort­

gaged a r i s t o c r a c y * ( 3 l ) , or a l a t e r 'burst' of buying by the 

self-made men i n industry i n the l a t e eighteenth and e a r l y nine­

teenth c e n t u r i e s . The e s t a t e s accrued by the R u s s e l l ftunily 

c l e a r l y f a l l into the second category ( 3 2 ) , By 1850 the feunily 

owned a large estate a t Byland Abbey in North Yorkshire and an 

even l a r g e r one at Bishop Middle ham i n Durham, as well as Brance­

peth e s t a t e , several smaller e s t a t e s at Usworth and South F o l l -

ingsby, Newton H a l l , Comsay and Tow Law, Hett, Trimdon, and lands 

near Bolam, i n Thomaby, and i n Stockton ( 3 3 ) , 

Brancepeth estate as i t stood i n 1850 was the r e s u l t of 

f a n t a s t i c expenditure between 1796 and 1832, mainly by William 

and Matthew R u s s e l l (Fig,3.2) and the small area of the estate 

bought i n 1796 as the i n i t i a l step did at f i r s t come as something 

of a s u r p r i s e i n view of the f a c t that under the N e v i l l e s Brance­

peth was a large e s t a t e roughly s i m i l a r i n extent to that owned 



- 32 -

by R u s s e l l i n 1850. I t was not i m t i l a d e t a i l e d retrogressive 

examination was begun that the f u l l extent of changes in the 

pattern of landoimership within the sixteenth century boundaries 

of the estate became apparent, and something of the importance 

of landoimership as a factor i n the evolution of landscape could 

be seen. Changing oimership provides a dynamic concept, and i f 

i t i s possible to d i f f e r e n t i a t e between areas of s t a b i l i t y and 

i n s t a b i l i t y using t h i s concept there can be no doubt that Brance­

peth e s t a t e and the immediate surrounds stands out as an area 

of marked i n s t a b i l i t y i n the years from 1632- c i r c a 1830. Although 

landownership often gives r i s e to a pattem which t h e o r e t i c a l l y 

can be superimposed upon the physical landscape, i t i s a pattem 

seldom v i s i b l e on the ground, and even then, by virtue of i t s 

nature, the picture i s a fragmentary one. 

Byers Green township and other lands to the south of the 

Wear are c l e a r l y d i s t i n c t i v e throughout t h i s period, being almost 

completely cojryhold land held of the Bishop of Durham or the Dean 

and Chapter, with only a few small freehold e s t a t e s . The d i s t i n ­

c t i o n between 'freehold', and 'copyhold' or 'customary' lands (34) 

i s l e s s c l e a r in Brancepeth estate as a whole, and as w i l l be seen 

i n Chapter Five- the various means of holding land formed only 

part of a very complex set of r e l a t i o n s h i p s between landlord, 

tenant, and the land i t s e l f . 

S e veral techniques o f f e r themselves to any study of land-

ownership c a r r i e d out i n any great depth. However, in view of the 

complexity of the s i t u a t i o n i n Brancepeth i t was f e l t that for 

the purposes of t h i s discussion a generalised picture was adequate. 

I t was decided to concentrate on the t i t l e deeds to the estate, 

which are remarkably complete from the end of the sixteenth cent­

ury, and the Land Tax returns were discarded a f t e r a consideration 

of the r e l a t i v e merits of these two sources. As Grigg put i t . 
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The amotmt paid by each occupier has been used 
by some h i s t o r i a n s as an index of the acreage' 
held by each occupier; doubts have recently 
been c a s t upon the v a l i d i t y of t h i s view, (35) 

To have given a d e t a i l e d picture of trends i n the sixe of estates: 

and holdings would have taken f a r more time than was a v a i l a b l e , 

and such a picture may i n any case be deem i r r e l e v a n t here. I t 

was f e l t t h a t the deeds could give a more r e l i a b l e i n d i c a t i o n of 

changes i n land ownership than any other documentation a v a i l a b l e . 

Figure 3,5 gives some idea of the major estate changes 

between 1632 and 1850, and several d i s t i n c t phases can be picked 

out. As has been seen, the years from 1797 to 1830 saw the 

v i r t u a l re-establishment of Brancepeth estate as i t had been under 

the N e v i l l e s . The years before t h i s i n the f i n a l quarter of the 

eighteenth century saw Brancepeth being mortgaged very heavily, 

a continuation of the trend begun by the Cole family i n 1632 

and c a r r i e d on by the Belasyses u n t i l they s o l d the estate i n 

1777 ( 3 6 ) . ' A f t e r 1636 the estate had declined i n both physical 

s i z e and s o c i a l s t a t u s , a notable event being the sale of West 

Park i n 1719 ( 3 7 ) , Between the Act of Attainder on Westmorland 

i n 1569 ( f o r h i s part i n the R i s i n g of the North) and the sale to 

Cole i n 1636 the s i t u a t i o n on the estate was chaotic, but, u n t i l 

the grants by D i t c h f i e l d and others i n 1630-32, the property 

remained t e c h n i c a l l y and l e g a l l y , i f not s o c i a l l y , i n t a c t (38), 

Between 1630 and 1632 most of Brancepeth estate was granted away 

i n portions of varying s i z e s , and the lordship purchased by Cole 

was a s o r r y r e f l e c t i o n of the once wealthy estate lorded over by 

Westmorland ( F i g , 3,4). 

While Brancepeth c a s t l e was occupied by the Coles and B e l ­

asyses, the surroimding area saw the growth of several r e l a t i v e l y 

large freehold e s t a t e s from the ruins and debris of the sixteenth 

century parent l l o r d s h i p ( F i g . 3 , 3 ) , Although si z a b l e estates had 
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been granted by D i t c h e f i e l d , the years a f t e r 1632 were marked i n 

a l l granted blocks except Brandon by the sale of small farms to 

independent 'yeomen' ( 3 9 ) . I t was these small farms that were 

gradually engrossed and consolidated, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Willington, 

to form the lar g e r freehold e s t a t e s purchased by the R u s s e l l s 

a f t e r 1800 ( F i g s . 3.2: 3.55). Exchanges and marriage agreements 

formed v i t a l tools i n the growth of the smaller e s t a t e s . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to examine i n d e t a i l the pattern of land-

ownership; i t i s even more d i f f i c u l t to examine and assess the 

e f f e c t s of t h i s pattern i n the landscape, e s p e c i a l l y when i t i s 

r e a l i s e d t h a t important changes i n ownership often occurred with 

no corresponding change i n estate boundaries. To look at every 

man who owned land i n t h i s area i s v i r t u a l l y impossible - each 

had h i s own s o c i a l and business contacts, each exhibited a greater 

or l e s s e r degree of i n t e r e s t i n h i s lands ( 4 0 ) , and this-.surely 

i s the v i t a l f a c t o r to be considered i n any assessment of the 

importance of landownership i n the evolution of the landscape and 

farming techniques. While gener a l i s a t i o n s are therefore d i f f i c u l t , 

i t i s hoped to put forward some trends, which can be seen i n 

t h i s area, as general f a c t o r s which must be considered i n any 

study of landscape evolution. 

As w i l l be seen i n Chapter F i v e , landlords exerted a d i r e c t 

influence on farming techniques through l e a s e s , although t h i s 

influence was u s u a l l y used to constrain rather than to encourage, 

to keep tenants up to standard rather than urge them forwards. 

" I t i s reasonably c l e a r that the leuidowners as such did not 

make a very s u b s t a n t i a l contribution to the discovery of new 

methods" ( 4 l ) , and the stewards must have been the key figures 

of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. On the basis of 

evidence furnished by leases i n both the Cotesworth and Brance-

peth c o l l e c t i o n s the main function of the landlord i n t h i s area 
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was apparently to provide permanent c a p i t a l , while the tenant 

provided the working c a p i t a l , but t h i s d i v i s i o n of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

between landlord and tenant d i f f e r e d not only from estate to 

estate but also from period to period. 

The question of the provision of c a p i t a l involves a c l o s e r 

look a t the f i n a n c i a l v i a b i l i t y of the estate s as a whole 

although here the records are sadly lacking and i n the case of 

Brancepeth every owner of the estate from 1636 onwards had out­

side conanercial i n t e r e s t s . The over-riding impression i s that, 

before i t was purchased by R u s s e l l , Brancepeth was a r e l a t i v e l y 

prosperous estate used and mortgaged to finance l e s s profitable 

ventures elsewhere, e s p e c i a l l y under the Cole family, the decline 

of which was only equalled i n speed by i t s r i s e . S i r Ralph Cole 

( l o r d 1636-55), the grandson of a poor Gateshead blacksmith, 

became s h e r i f f , and l a t e r mayor, of Newcastle, amassing along 

the way s u f f i c i e n t wealth to buy Brancepeth, His grandson imp­

overished himself i n a very short time and was forced to s e l l the 

estate i n 1701, The fortunes of the family turned f u l l c i r c l e 

when h i s son, de s t i t u t e and la n d l e s s , was buried at the expense 

of the common fund i n Durham, Three generations of the Belasyse 

family occupied the c a s t l e , and i t would appear that much of 

t h e i r money was borrowed to maintain s o c i a l prestige, although 

the e x c e p t i o n a l l y heavy borrowing of the e a r l y 1760's may have 

been n e c e s s i t a t e d by the expense of enclosure. The increased 

rents which accrued from, and stimulated, t h i s process however, 

would s u r e l y have repaid i n large part the expenditure involved, 

rendering the heavy mortgaging unnecessary f or t h i s purpose 

alone ( 4 2 ) . Unfortunately, the e f f e c t of continuous mortgaging 

on the general running of the es t a t e , standards of farming, and 

the progress of improvement i s not too c l e a r on the basis of 

present;evidence. 
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Many marked chajiges i n the landscax>e of Brancepeth estate 

and the surrounding area between 1636 and 1850 must have been the 

r e s u l t of personal decisions of the lemdlord, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 

case of the e s t a t e , with the sudden decline of Stockley v i l l a g e 

a t the beginning of the nineteenth century eind the disparking of 

n e a r l y two thousand acres of deer park i n the 1640's as notable 

examples. The lord's influence on enclosure i s rather more 

d i f f i c u l t to determine. A witness i n an enquiry of the e a r l y 

eighteenth century pointed out that the lords of Brancepeth u n t i l 

that date had been d i r e c t l y opposed to the enclosure of E a s t Bran­

don Moor ( 4 3 ) , and i t i s s u r e l y not unreasonable to argue that 

i t was p a r t i t i o n e d by agreement i n the seventeenth century rather 

than by private a c t i n the eighteenth e n t i r e l y because of the 

chajige i n landownership r e s u l t i n g from the D i t c h f i e l d Grant, 

Agrarian reorganisation such as that irtiich occurred i n Brancepeth 

a t the end of the seventeenth century could only have been i n ­

i t i a t e d , i f not imposed, from above, by v i r t u e of the f a c t that 

only tenant lauds were involved. L o c a l i s e d v a r i a t i o n s i n organ­

i s a t i o n w ithin the area of study must to a great extent have 

depended on v a r i a t i o n s i n ownership and the degree to which power 

and wealth were concentrated i n the hands of any one man. Although 

t h i s may seem a truism, i t i s not recognised often enough, and 

the author here f e e l s that despite i t s only occasional manifest­

ations i n the landscape, landownership has not been credited 

with the importance i t deserves as a c r i t i c a l guiding factor i n 

the d i r e c t i o n taken by landscape evolution. 

An attempt has been nade to examine personal ajid i n s t i t ­

u t i o n a l orgsjQi s a t ions i n Brancepeth estate from c i r c a 1570 to 

1850, and the author believes that t h i s chapter shows the need for 
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c l e a r l y recognising that the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l elements of 

t h i s area must be constantly borne i n mind -nrhen considering the 

development of the various f a c e t s of the landscape which are 

discussed i n the following chapters. 
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His temper and sympathies, indeed, l a r g e l y 
determined the e f f i c i e n c y ^rith which the law 
was administered l o c a l l y 

T h i r s k (1967) 17, 

Not u n t i l William R u s s e l l bought the estate i n 1797 was that 
guiding hand replaced with any firmness and business acumen. 

26. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E6. 

27. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Sr. Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . 

28. 'Parish' can almost c e r t a i n l y be included here. 

29. B e l l ' s Map of the Great Northern C o a l f i e l d . (6 Volumes) 1862. 

30. HugheB- (1952) x v i i i . 

31. Spring (1952) 

32. I n the twenty years 1828-47 Wallsend c o l l i e r y alone made an 
average annual p r o f i t of over £20,000. See Bruce (1863) 41. 
Both William and Matthew R u s s e l l had many other business 
i n t e r e s t s . 

33. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/P L150; B e l l ' s map 
(1862). 

34. 'Copyhold'iand 'customary' are here taken to be synonymous. 
See Chapter F i v e , 

35. Grigg (1967) 89, For the arguments for and against the 
r e l i a b i l i t y and value of the Land Tax returns i n a study of 
landownership see Davies ( l 9 2 7 ) ; Hunt (1959); Grigg (1963a). 
A r t i c l e s by Mingay (1964) and Martin (1966) are at the time 
of w r i t i n g the l a t e s t work a v a i l a b l e , and are of s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t i n that the views and ideas expressed c o n f l i c t , to 
say the l e a s t . 

36. C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . 
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36. (Cont.) 
Both f a m i l i e s borrowed money from many people. Sums under 
c i r c a £1,000 u s u a l l y came from sources within the county -
gents, merchants, c l e r i c s , even yeomen; for sums above that 
a notable feature of the borrowing i s that i t was mainly done 
i n London or the south-east. 

37. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Sr. Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . 

38. A f t e r the Attainder the estate should have been vested i n 
the see of Durham, but E l i z a b e t h changed her mind and 
decided to r e t a i n i t for the Croim to defray costs of 
supressing the R i s i n g . Under the Bishop's rule i t i s un­
l i k e l y that any such chaos would have a r i s e n . See Short 
(1942) V.C.H. County Durham Vol. I I 167 fn. 

39. The term i s used here as i t i s used i n the t i t l e deeds 

and i t i s meant to hold no economic or s o c i a l implications. 

40. See above, footnote 25. 

41. Habakkuk (1953) 189. 
42. Whatever the reasons for t h i s heavy mortgaging, i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to know how accurately i t r e f l e c t s the family's 
f i n a n c i a l s t a t e . I t might w e l l have come e a r l i e r - on the 
death of S i r Henry Belasyse i n 1732 h i s son William was 
forced to s e l l the family's large estate at Pottoe, i n 
North Yorkshire, to c l e a r h i s debts. C.R.O. Brancepeth 
C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . 

43. D.C. Raine AISS. R.49, f.2. 
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CHAPTER FOUR - SBTTIjEMEJT 

County Durham i s an area of remarkable contrasts i n s e t t l e ­

ment, ranging from the dense urban structure of the large towns 

on the eastern lowlands to the single i s o l a t e d farm high i n the 

Pennines; from the grim, grey mining v i l l a g e s to the picturesque 

t r u l y r u r a l v i l l a g e s such as Brancepeth. The county presents a 

landscape i n which "from an a e s t h e t i c point of view good and e v i l 

s t r a n g e l y intermix" ( l ) . The close juxtaposition of settlements 

of such varying character makes these v i o l e n t contrasts seem a l l 

the more sta r k , lending them added impact on the mind of the 

observer. Conzen gives perhaps the best picture of t h i s great 

d i v e r s i t y which renders a precise c l a s s i f i c a t i o n so very d i f f i c u l t : 

There are a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e s and dispersed farms, 
f i s h i n g v i l l a g e s , market v i l l a g e s or rudimentary 
r u r a l shopping centres, market towns, mining towns 
and v i l l a g e s , i n d u s t r i a l towns , ports, c u l t u r a l 
centres, seaside r e s o r t s , and the commercial centre 
and c a p i t a l of the region reaching the highest rank 
below London i n the country's 'urban hierarchy' ( 2 ) . 

However, i n spite-of the extensive nature of the i n d u s t r i a l 

growth i n the north and east of the county, the r u r a l framwork 

underlying nearly a l l , and c o n t r o l l i n g many, of the older v i l l a g e 

settlements i n the county can s t i l l be seen. 

I n t h i s chapter an examination w i l l be made of the general 

pattern of settlement i n an area of Central Durham between c i r c a 

1600 and 1850, and using some techniques of morphological a n a l y s i s 

some views i r i l l be put forward concerning v i l l a g e forms. The area 

studied was p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n c t i v e because a large part of i t , 

including no l e s s than two of the v i l l a g e s and a large number 

of s i n g l e farms belonged to one estate throughout the whole 

period, the lordship of Brancepeth. I t i s proposed to begin 

t h i s systematic study of settlement by considering the area as 

i t would have appeared i n the middle of the nineteenth century. 
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say i n the decades 1830 to 1850 ( F i g . 2,1). 

The v i l l a g e s i n the area were quite small at t h i s stage, 

and the 1851 census returns give a d e t a i l e d picture of t h e i r 

make-up ( 3 ) , s e t t i n g out house by house the number of dwellings 

i n the v i l l a g e s and elsewhere i n the townships. Stockley town­

ship held only forty-four people i n seven houses on f i v e d i f f e r e n t 

farms, while Brancepeth v i l l a g e , r e l a t i v e l y unaffected by the 

opening of the c o l l i e r y , held only t h i r t y - f i v e dwellings (exc­

luding the c a s t l e and grounds) and one hundred and thirty-one 

people out of a to-vmship t o t a l of eight-eight inhabited buildings, 

and three hundred and seventy people. A decade or so e a r l i e r 

when most of the t i t h e maps were made for t h i s area, i t i s e v i ­

dent that the v i l l a g e c l u s t e r s were by no means large, e s p e c i a l l y 

i n Brancepeth. Helmington Row can be seen as a creation of the 

1850s ( F i g . 2J.) and the i s o l a t e d farm or hamlet was the dominant 

feature of the settlement pattern. The main building f a b r i c a t 

t h i s time would seem to be b r i c k , although as yet l i t t l e has 

been w r i t t e n on t h i s subject i n County Durham ( 4 ) . 

Using the Brancepeth estate records ( 5 ) , i t has proved 

possible to trace back t h i s pattern of r u r a l settlement and to 

examine a t l e a s t some of i t s developnents and the causal factors 

underlying them. U n t i l the beginning of the seventeenth century 

the whole of the area formed a part of the estates f o r f e i t e d 

to the C r ow i n 1569 by Charles, E a r l of Westmorland, and the 

centuries preceding t h i s imder the uninterrupted rule of the 

N e v i l l e family must have had a marked influence on the evolution 

of the settlements. The estate was s p l i t up i n the t h i r d decade 

of the seventeenth century, and i m t i l i t came together again under 

the R u s s e l l s at the end of the eighteenth century elements of i t 

saw many changes i n ownership which are i n t e r e s t i n g ,to note ( 6 ) , 



- 42 -

Brancepeth and Stockley a t no time passed from the hands of the 
lor d of Brancepeth. .The township of Brandon and Byshottles 
(7) was- divided between the lordships of Brancepeth and Brandon 
(Fig,3.3), Brandon v i l l a g e belonging to the estate of the seime 
name from 1630 to the end of the eighteenth century, l A i l e 

Willington, i n contrast, was divided amongst several land­

owners f o r most of the period, as was Helmington Row. Byers 

Green provides y e t a d i f f e r e n t contrast, most of i t being copy­

hold property under the Bishop of Durham from the beginning 

of the seventeenth century, although a small number of farms 

remained i n the hands of the Brancepeth e s t a t e . 

As has been ind i c a t e d i n Chapter Two, the r e l a t i v e l y simple 

t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l settlement pattern was already being obscured 

by i n c r e a s i n g changes i n f a b r i c brought about by the r i s e of 

mining and the coming of the railways ( 8 ) , Because of t h i s the 

main source of v i l l a g e plans has been the t i t h e maps ( 9 ) , f a l l i n g 

between 1838 and 1844, supplemented by d e t a i l from the f i r s t 

three e d i t i o n s of the Ordnance Survey twenty-five inch maps and 

the f i r s t e d i t i o n of the s i x inch. Care was taken here to avoid 

c r e d i t i n g the t i t h e maps with an accuracy that they may not 

always warrant, and i n t h i s respect the e a r l i e s t Ordnance Survey 

maps are invaluable. I n general, the older nucleations have 

apparently changed l i t t l e between 1850 and the present day, with 

the notable exception of Byers Green, which has suffered the 

i n d i g n i t y of having i t s open green i n f i l l e d with redbrick t e r ­

raced rows. 

Brancepeth i n 1838 was a t y p i c a l estate v i l l a g e ( F i g . 4.1) 

(10), with the concentration of power i n the hands of one family 

expressed i n the landscape and giving immediate v i s u a l impact -

c a s t l e , parkland and gardens, numerous a n c i l l a r y buildings, nearby 

church, and a small orderly v i l l a g e containing good q u a l i t y houses 



- 43 -

for the servants of the e s t a t e . Settlement i n Stockley townships 

co n s i s t e d of no more than f i v e farmsteads, although a large 

number of earthworks i n a f i e l d overlooked by Brancepeth c a s t l e 

gave a h i n t that t h i s had not always been so, for here can c l e a r l y 

be seen the banks, house platforms, t o f t s , and hollow ways 

g e n e r a l l y associated with deserted v i l l a g e s of medieval date ( l l ) . 

The new stone c a s t l e , r e b u i l t i n 1818 at enormous cost (some 

estimates say a quarter of a m i l l i o n pounds ( l 2 ) ) , dominated the 

wooded parkland of the grounds, while the v i l l a g e , complete 

with the 'Georgian cottages' and 'showier nineteenth century 

houses' of Pevsner, must i n 1850 have been, as i t i s today, a 

scene of r u r a l t r a n q u i l i t y uninterrupted by the harsh r e a l i t i e s 

of p i t and waggoning ( l 3 ) . I n contrast, Brandon and Willington. 

were probably l e s s a t t r a c t i v e , although i n both v i l l a g e s , aimy 

from the c o l l i e r y development, the farmstead, houses, and cot­

tages must, from t h e i r state of r epair, have r e f l e c t e d the 

f a c t t h a t a l l were part of an e f f i c i e n t l y run estate. The 

s c a t t e r e d single farms were generally large and often consisted 

of two or more houses ( l 4 ) , v i r t u a l l y being small hamlets, while 

the usual arrangement of bams, s t a l l s , byres, and p i g - s t i e s 

around an enclosed yard r e f l e c t e d the harsh northern h i l l climate. 

Nevertheless, although thiis iiural pattern has changed l i t t l e 

since then, i n 1850 parts of i t were l i t t l e more them h a l f a 

century old, A map of Brancepeth estate i n 1797 (15) gives 

some idea of the rapid, almost v i o l e n t , changes which overtook 

t h i s area a t the turn of the eighteenth century. Stockley 

v i l l a g e was then l a r g e r than Brancepeth ( F i g . 4 . 2 ) , y e t as has; 

been shown the t i t h e map gives no indication that Stockley 

v i l l a g e ever e x i s t e d ( F i g . 4 . l ) , and i t would appear that t h i s 

was the scene of r e l a t i v e l y widespread demolition which f a i l e d 

to produce any comment or s o c i a l reaction of note. The census 
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f i g u r e s a f t e r 1801 do show a marked decline i n the population 

of the township as a whole (Table 4 . l ) , but the absence of any 

d e t a i l e d documentation makes them of only l i m i t e d use. An e a r l i e r 

map of 1741 shows even greater changes ( F i g . 4.3) ( l 6 ) , and from 

t h i s a c l e a r e r picture of the nature and degree of the landscape 

changes can be obtained. At t h i s e a r l i e r date, Brancepeth v i l l a g e 

was s u b s t a n t i a l l y l a r g e r than i n 1797, but Stockley was even 

then the l a r g e r settlement. 

I t would seem that the estate in general was i n quite good 
r e p a i r i n 1797, as Tempest spent over £5,000 on r e p a i r s to farm­
houses and the medieval c a s t l e , and i t i s not very d i f f i c u l t to 

• 't 

p i c t u r e the two v i l l a g e s as they must have been i n the f i r s t part 

of the eighteenth century. Both were spread out along a broad 

' s t r e e t ' or ^reen', broader i n Stockley than i n Brancepeth, with 

a t r a c k meandering dora i t and the f e l l sweeping right i n at 

one end, a dust bath i n summer and a quagmire in winter. T he 

houses fronted d i r e c t l y on to t h i s ' s t r e e t ' , and seem to have 

been quite small, two deeds of t h i s period giving examples of 

houses t h i r t e e n yards by s i x yards ( a cottage i n use as a shop) 

(17) and nineteen yards by si x t e e n yards; (a cottage and a house) 

(18) . A drawing of c i r c a 1750 shows that the 'houses' were mainly 

two-storeyed, u s u a l l y detached, oc c a s i o n a l l y joined i n small 

t e r r a c e s of up to four dwellings ( l 9 ) . Single tenements were 

being divided, and a t y p i c a l single house u n i t might have two 

rooms u p s t a i r s , with two rooms and one or two outhouses on the 

ground f l o o r . I t i s possible to get some idea of the nature of 
these dwellings from a deed of s a l e of 1730j 

A l l that moiety or h a l f part of a l l that Ancient 
Messuage or Tenement as the same i s now r e b u i l t by 
the s a i d Richard Threlkeld s i t u a t e i n Brancepeth.... 
...and now divided into two Tenements which s a i d 
Moiety or Appartment agreed to be transferred to the 
s a i d Henry Threlkeld contains two rooms on a f l o o r 
and two upper pooms and a l i t t l e building backward 
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and also piece or s t r i p e or parcel Ground extending 
from the back part thereof containing about 27 yds 
i n length the low end thereof i s about 19 yds i n 
breadth and the high end 14 yds- or thereabouts ( 2 0 ) . 

The house was that of a customary tenant of the Rector, and i t 

may w e l l be that i t was lar g e r than the 'average' tenant's 

cottage. 

This d i v i s i o n of houses gives r i s e to d i f f i c u l t i e s i n two 

ways.. F i r s t l y , i t means that the number of tenants i n e i t h e r 

v i l l a g e i s no r e a l guide to the number of buildings, although 

i t must be a f a i r l y accurate r e f l e c t i o n of the number of house­

hold or family units;. I n 1701, Brancepeth v i l l a g e held t h i r t y -

eight tenants (21) (The figurevwas the same i n 1732 ( 2 2 ) ) , while 

Stockley contained twenty-four (twenty-three i n 1732), and there 

were s e v e r a l free tenants: i n each v i l l a g e , y et the 1741 map shows 

Stockley to be e a s i l y the l a r g e r settlement ( F i g . 4.3). These 

f i g u r e s r e l a t e s o l e l y to the v i l l a g e s and do not include the 

few s i n g l e farms which the est a t e contained a t t h i s time ( F i g . 7 . 1 ) . 

Secondly, t h i s d i v i s i o n into tenements, along with i n f i l l i n g , 

i s something often not f u l l y documented in-file deeds for years 

a f t e r the change occurs and these documents are characterised by 

the p e r s i s t e n t use of a standard form. Further d i f f i c u l t i e s 

are caused by the f a c t that there were also trends towards the 

amalgamation of u n i t s a t the same time, and examples occur such 

as the s a l e of a "Messuage (formerly two cottages)...." (23) 

with no i n d i c a t i o n of when the change a c t u a l l y took place. 

Amalgamations of t h i s kind could account f o r some of the gaps 

already present i n the building l i n e s of both Brancepeth and 

Stockley i n 1741, 

Although l i t t l e i s known of the building f a b r i c s , i t seems 

that many of the houses were b r i c k or stone b u i l t ( 2 4 ) , with 

s e v e r a l having thatched roofs - one finds people such as one 
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Thomas Soulsby being paid f or "two days thatching" (25) - and some 

with s l a t e ( 2 6 ) . Several years l a t e r B a i l e y was writing that 

"the cottages i n t h i s county (Durham) are i n general comfort­

able dwellings of one storey, covered with thatch or t i l e s " ( 2 7 ) . 

From the deeds, conventionalised though they may be, many houses 

apparently had a v a r i e t y of outbuildings, with a long garth 

s t r e t c h i n g behind them, u s u a l l y down to pasture and only occ­

a s i o n a l l y c u l t i v a t e d . Garth boundaries seem to have been of a 

rather impermanent physical s t r u c t u r e , mainly fencing or quick 

hedge ( 2 8 ) , although t h i s cannot be taken as a measure of the 

duration of t h e i r existence. Some of these long enclosures, 

empty i n 1741, may never have been occupied, f or some of them 

were c e r t a i n l y vacant before the end of the seventeenth century(29). 

Stockley was the more open of the two v i l l a g e s , by virtue 

of i t s being a 'green' v i l l a g e , although t h i s was nothing l i k e 

the smooth-mown greens known today, remaining rough pasture u n t i l 

- the beginning of the nineteenth century ( 3 0 ) . Both v i l l a g e s 

were dominated by the old c a s t l e s e t i n only a few acres of park­

land, with a church l a r g e l y restored a century before, and the 

usual v a r i e t y of estate outbuildings and r e t a i n e r s ' cottages. 

Several f a c t o r s may underly these changes of the eighteenth 

century. I n Cotmty Durham as a whole enclosure of sub-divided 

f i e l d s occurred mainly i n the middle years of the seventeenth 

century, but large t r a c t s of moorland survived, i n Brancepeth as 

elsewhejre i n the county, to be reclaimed i n the years a f t e r 1.750 

( 3 l ) . This climate of improvement frequently had wide-ranging 

repercussions on the character of r u r a l settlements, and i t must 

have been a powerful factor i n the decline of Brancepeth and 

Stockley. This impact may have been l e s s severe i f the estate 

had not, by 1741, already been undergoing a r e a l re-organisation 

of the agrarian landscape, the medium s i z e d farm becoming e s t -
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ab l i s h e d a t the expense of the small tenant farmer i n something 
l e s s than f i f t y years, a development to be more f u l l y discussed 
i n Chapter F i v e . 

Turning to the c l o s e l y r e l a t e d townships of Brandon and 

Bysho t t l e s , Brandon v i l l a g e i n the eighteenth century probably 

possessed a more open plan, with each homestead occupying a c l ­

e a r l y defined t o f t or garth, but by 1850 the settlement had 

become more densely structured, probably as a r e s u l t of immig­

r a t i o n from the outl y i n g farms and hamlets. By 1851 none- of 

these outlying farms consisted of more than one dwelling or held 

more than eleven people, although the farms nearer the v i l l a g e 

Langley ( f i v e dwellings, twenty-five people) and Low B u m i g i l l 

(four dwellings, fourteen people) i n p a r t i c u l a r , were a t t h i s 

date quite large. One house a t Waterhouses was imoccupied, and 

Harum Chapel, mentioned frequently i n e a r l i e r dociiments, had 

ceased to e x i s t ( 3 2 ) . 

Brandon e s t a t e , as d i s t i n c t from both v i l l a g e and township, 

contained i n 1806 thirty-two houses (33;), y e t , assuming s i m i l a r 

boundaries, there were already twenty-six present i n 1608 (3 4 ) . 

Brandon v i l l a g e i n the seventeenth century was almost c e r t a i n l y 

smaller than i n 1806 - any increase i n the number of buildings 

w i l l have taken place mainly i n the v i l l a g e , emd here the deeds 

do t h r ow some l i g h t on the s i t u a t i o n . I n 1865, Boyne, then 

Lord Brancepeth, purchased a plot of land which had on i t s i x 

messuages or cottages and a butcher's shop ( 3 5 ) . Through the 

t i t l e deeds t h i s same ;plot of land, fronting on to Brandon town 

s t r e e t , can be traced back to the earl y seventeenth century, 

when i t contained no more than one house. This was divided i n 

1638 and the two halves were s o l d separately ( 3 6 ) . Here, as i n 

Brancepeth, the formal texts of the deeds between 1638 and 1865 

give no i n d i c a t i o n of any changes i n the interim, yet c l e a r l y 
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i n f i l l i n g had occurred. 

Byshottles township, adjacent to Brandon and c l o s e l y linked 

to i t , consisted i n 1708 of s i x farms, which were a c t u a l l y c a l l e d 

•hamlets' i n contemporary papers ( F i g , 7,l) ( 3 7 ) . I t seems l i k e l y 

that the v i l l a g e growth at the expense of these 'hamlets' occurred 

because the increase i n the s i z e of tenant farms produced a 

'surplus' population of a g r i c u l t u r a l labourers who gravitated to 

the v i l l a g e ( 3 8 ) . The 1851 Census returns c e r t a i n l y seem to bear 

t h i s out, and weight i s lent to the argument by the case of some 

of the Brancepeth estate farms. 'Waterhouses' farm was occupied 

i n 1701 by eleven tenants ( 3 9 ) , while a map of the same date 

shows four buildings on the farmstead s i t e ( F i g . 5.5) ( 4 0 ) . 

L a t e r mortgage deeds mention " s e v e r a l messuages at Waterhouses" 

and i t seems probable that there were a c t u a l l y four separate 

dwellings there ( 4 l ) . By 1838 there were two separate fannso i n 

t h i s 'hamlet', and by 1851, as seen above, only one of these was 

occupied, by a farm labourer, h i s wife, and one c h i l d . 

The lord's influence undoubtedly made i t s e l f f e l t on both 

v i l l a g e morphology and s o c i a l s tructure, and t h i s influence can 

be seen a t work from 1676 to 1716 i n the surviving court books for 

the manor of Brancepeth during t h i s period. Examples include the 

f i n i n g of one Luke (surname i l l e g i b l e ) f o r bringing Robert 

Jefferson,: h i s wife and family into the township of Willington 

( A p r i l 20th 1676); of one Joseph Dorman for bringing i n strangers 

and e r e c t i n g a new house without the lord's consent (May 9th 1709) 

( 4 2 ) . F i n e s of t h i s type occur i n increasing numbers over the 

period, and may w e l l r e f l e c t tightening control on expanding 

v i l l a g e s . I t must be remembered that prior to 1569 such manorial 

control would have been much stronger i n a l l the v i l l a g e s , belong­

ing as they did to the same estate u n t i l i t s break-up a f t e r 1600, 
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A l l too l i t t l e i s known of the form of the v i l l a g e s c i r c a 

1600, although, presumably, the e s s e n t i a l elements of the mid-

eighteenth century plans were already present, and the pattern 

of s i n g l e farmsteads on the old lands was already well established 

by 1613 ( F i g , 7,1) ( 4 3 ) , Brancepeth v i l l a g e would appear to have 

changed only l i t t l e i n form between the sixteenth and eighteenth 

c e n t u r i e s , for even i n 1569/70 the c a s t l e buildings stood between 

two parks to the south of the v i l l a g e , ^rfiich was 

buylded a l l i n lengthe i n one streete 
the buyldings very meane and for the most men of no 
occupacon mayntened onely by the e r l e s who for the 
most pte made there abode a t that a a s t e l l , and the 
town w y l l soone decay y f no noble men lye there to 
help to mayntene the poore occupyers as heretofore 
hath been, (44) 

The running of the estate as a whole by the Sanderson family 

(as constable to the Crown and the E a r l of Somerset) was causing 

concern a t the beginning of the seventeenth century, and i t i s 

l i k e l y t h a t conditions i n the v i l l a g e s were bad. A survey of 

1615 found that the c a s t l e had most of i t s windows out, lead 

missing from the roof and guttering, the gardens overgrown, the 

whole place generally decaying. ( 4 5 ) . One h e s i t a t e s to think 

of the p l i g h t of the small tenant under t h i s administration. 

The e s t a t e had been a prosperous one under the N e v i l l e s , and, 

indeed, a c a s t l e of some so r t had been present from the eleventh 

century, so i t i s very probable t h a t Brancepeth and Stockley 

v i l l a g e s were present i n a recognisable form i n the Middle Ages. 

Breundon also probably dates from that era, and the single farm­

steads were c e r t a i n l y being e s t a b l i s h e d as e a r l y as ,the thirteenth 

century ( 4 6 ) . I t i s of i n t e r e s t to note that part of the s i t e of 

Stockley v i l l a g e was a t the time of writing (l969) under the 

plough ( F i g . 4 . l ) , and a c a r e f u l search was made for pottery 

and s t r u c t u r e s . There was no surface evidence for building here, 

but a s u b s t a n t i a l volume of pottery came to l i g h t . This provided 
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an almost complete 'spectrum' of finds ranging from c i r c a 1850 

back to the fourteenth , maybe even the thi r t e e n t h , century. ( 4 7 ) . 

From t h i s evidence, then, v i l l a g e gro^rth i n the area expanded 

i n the years before 1750, while the rapid decrease i n the siz e 

of Brancepeth, along with the decline of Stockley and i t s 

e x t i n c t i o n i n c i r c a 1800, seemingly indicates that a f t e r reaching 

a peak i n the mid-eighteenth century.the v i l l a g e s i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

area s u f f e r e d a d e c l i n e . This decline was e s p e c i a l l y marked i n 

Brancepeth and Stockley a t the turn of the century when the 

R u s s e l l family began to expand the parkland, reversing the policy 

of the years under the Belasyses ( 4 8 ) . With the r i s e i n the 

number of farms of medium s i z e , i t may be that t h i s v i l l a g e 

decline was already under way before 1750, and, as a process 

imposed from above, the increase i n farm s i z e a t the expense of 

the small tenant may well be the reason f o r t h i s decline. 

As some houses i n Brancepeth were known to be empty at the 

beginning of the nineteenth century ( 4 9 ) , i t i s surpr i s i n g that 

so l i t t l e information e x i s t s regarding the decay of Stockley 

v i l l a g e . Map evidence shows that t h i s v i l l a g e remained v i r t u a l l y 

unchanged from 1741 to 1797 ( F i g s 4.31 and 4,2), although there 

was a s l i g h t decrease i n s i z e , and already some of the cottages 

were i n ruins ( 5 0 ) . Paradoxically there also appears to have 

been some d i v i s i o n of the long t o f t s , which would seem to indicate 

a r i s i n g population rather than the reverse, although t h i s ap­

parent change may be no more than a r e f l e c t i o n of cartographic 

accuracy. A further degree of re-orgsaiisation of the t o f t s had 

taken place by 1802, but the open space i n the v i l l a g e , r e f e r r e d 

to as 'common' or 'waste', was s t i l l present ( 5 l ) . I n 1805 

William R u s s e l l paid a modus of only three s h i l l i n g s Eindi.four 

pence i n l i e u of the hay t i t h e s f o r twenty garths a t Brancepeth; 

f o r an vmspecified number of Stockley garths he paid eight 
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s h i l l i n g s a n d s i x p e n c e ( 5 2 ) . S t o c k l e y v i l l a g e i s r e f e r r e d t o 

a g a i n i n s e v e r a l a s s i z e r e c o r d s r e l a t i n g t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f a new 

r o a d a n d b r i d g e o v e r S t o c k l e y B e c k 1 8 0 6 - 1 0 , when one e n d o f t h e 

o l d s t r e t c h o f h i g h w a y ( t o be c l o s e d ) was a t 

a c e r t a i n p l a c e c a l l e d S t o c k l e y Green 
a t t h e e a s t e n d o f t h e t o w n o r v i l l a g e o f S t o c k l e y . . . ( 5 3 ) . 

R a l p h F e n w i c k , i n exchange w i t h M a t t h e w R u s s e l l i n 1 8 2 0 , s i g n e d 

o v e r , a m o n g s t o t h e r t h i n g s , 

a l l s u c h l i b e r t y a n d R i g h t o f Connnon 
a n d P a s t u r a g e A n d a l l o t h e r e s t a t e r i g h t ( e t c . ) 
i n t o o r o u t o f a l l t h a t P i e c e o r P a r c e l o f P a s t u r e 
G r o u n d ( n o w o r l a t e a Connnon) c a l l e d S t o c k l e y Green 
w i t h i n t h e T o w n s h i p o f S t o c k l e y ( 5 4 ) . 

One w o u l d l i k e t o know v e r y much w h e t h e r t h i s was done i n p r e ­

p a r a t i o n f o r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e :g reen as s u c h , o r as r e c ­

o g n i t i o n o f a t a s k a l r e a d y a c c o m p l i s h e d , b u t w h i c h e v e r was t h e 

c a s e , t h e v i l l a g e h a d v a n i s h e d c o m p l e t e l y by 1838 ( F i g . 4 . l ) ( 5 5 ) , 

o n l y t h e name ' S t o c k l e y G r e e n ' s u r v i v i n g on t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n 

s i x i n c h maps . The p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s f o r B r a n c e p e t h p r o v i d e no 

r e a l c l u e i n an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e numbers o f b a p t i s m s a n d b u r i a l s 

f r o m 1780 t o 1838 ( 5 6 ) , b u t a n a n a l y s i s o f c o t t a g e r e n t a l s shows 

some m a r k e d f l u c t u a t i o n s w i t h a c l e a r f a l l i n numbers a f t e r 1817 

( A p p e n d i x 4 . 3 ) . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e s e r e l a t e t o t h e two t o w n s h i p s 

t o g e t h e r , b u t t h e m a r k e d d e c l i n e a f t e r 1817 i s s u r e l y o f s i g n ­

i f i c a n c e ( 5 7 ) . I t i s n o t , h o w e v e r , r e f l e c t e d i n t h e census 

f i g u r e s , - . a l t h o u g h t h e s e do show t h a t S t o c k l e y t o w n s h i p ' s p o p ­

u l a t i o n more t h a n h a l v e d i n t h e f i f t y y e a r s 1801 - 5 1 w i t h o u t 

s h o w i n g a n y m a r k e d b r e a k ( A p p e n d i x 4 . l ) . 

The a u t h o r f o u n d i t v e r y s u r p r i s i n g t h a t no m e n t i o n o f t h e 

d e m i s e o f S t o c k l e y v i l l a g e c a n be f o u n d i n c o p i e s o f t h e Durham 

A d v e r t i s e r u p t o 1 8 2 8 , b u t t h i s s h o u l d p r o b a b l y n o t have been 

e n t i r e l y u n e x p e c t e d i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e R u s s e l l 

f a m i l y i n C o u n t y D u r h a m , I n B r a n c e p e t h t h e l o r d ' s power was g r e a t , 

M a t t h e w R u s s e l l b e i n g known as ' t h e r i c h e s t commoner i n E n g l a n d ' , 
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a n d t h e t h e o r y t h a t t h e v i l l a g e o f S t o c k l e y v a s p u l l e d d o i m i n 

c i r c a 1 8 1 8 - 2 0 t o make -way f o r p a r k l e m d e x p a n s i o n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c a s t l e seems a v e r y p r o b a b l y o n e . The 

v i l l a g e s i t e may have p r o v i d e d h a r d c o r e f o r t h e c a s t l e - some 

d i g g i n g c e r t a i n l y seems t o have t a k e n p l a c e o n t h e v i l l a g e s i t e -

b u t i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g s t o n e u s e d a l l came f r o m t h e 

q u a r r y a t Brandon!^ e n t a i l i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f a new r o a d t o t r a n s ­

p o r t i t t o B r a n c e p e t h ( 5 8 ) . Many p r o b l e m s r e m a i n u n s o l v e d , 

meuny q u e s t i o n s u n a n s w e r e d , b u t , w h i l e t h e r e may have been v a l i d 

e c o n o m i c r e a s o n s f o r t h e d e c l i n e o f S t o c k l e y , n o t l e a s t t h e 

a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e e x p a n d i n g c o a l m i n e s i n t h e a r e a , t h e r e i s , 

n e v e r t h e l e s s , a s t r o n g h i n t t h a t i n t h i s case t h e d e s t r u c t i o n 

o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t may have been l a r g e l y t h e r e s u l t o f M a t t h e w 

R u s s e l l ' s w h i m t o i m p r o v e t h e v i e w f r o m h i s bedroom w i n d o w . 

I n t h e l i g h t o f t h e e v i d e n c e f o r t h e r e m a r k a b l e changes i n 

B r a n c e p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y i t was t h o u g h t n e c e s n a r y a t t h i s s t a g e 

t o a s s e s s some o f t h e w i d e r i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e t e c h n i q u e s u s e d 

i n t h e more f o r m a l a n a l y s i s w h i c h f o l l o w s . I n e v i t a b l y t h e r e a r e 

d a n g e r s i n v o l v e d i n m a k i n g g e n e t i c s t a t e m e n t s f r o m f o r m a l 

a n a l y s i s , as c a n c l e a r l y be seen h e r e , a n d a l t h o u g h a r e t r o g r e s s i v e 

e x a m i n a t i o n , c a r r i e d o u t s t e p by s t e p , w o u l d l a r g e l y e l i m i n a t e 

t h e s e d a n g e r s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y m a t e r i a l c o u l d n o t be f o u n d f o r 

a n y o f t h e v i l l a g e s i n t h e a r e a o t h e r ths in B r a n c e p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y . 

Some a t t e m p t w i l l be made a t f u n c t i o n a l e x p l a n a t i o n , v i t a l as i t 

i s t o a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f b o t h f o r m a l a n d g e n e t i c d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

V i l l a g e s i n C o u n t y Durham have been s u b j e c t e d t o a v a r i e t y 

o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s i i r e c e n t y e a r s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphas i s b e i n g 

p l a c e d o n t h e ' g r e e n ' v i l l a g e s w h i c h make u p a s u b s t a n t i a l 

p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l v i l l a g e s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e c o u n t y ( 5 9 ) , O t h e r 

t y p e s o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o f D i c k i n s o n ( 6 0 ) a n d 

U h l i g ( 6 l ) , have a l s o been d i s c a r d e d as u h s u i t a b l i e . D e s p i t e , 
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a n d maybe because o f , t h e r c o m p l e x i t y , t h e r e a r e t o o many gaps 

a n d t h e y l a c k i n t h e a u t h o r ' s eye s a s i m p l e y a r d s t i c k w h i c h c a n 

be a p p l i e d t o a n y v i l l a g e s e t t l e m e n t s f o r use i n c o m p a r i s o n . 

T h i s s u r e l y i s a n e c e s s a r y p a r t o f t h e g e o g r a p h e r ' s t a s k . 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n h e r e i s c a r r i e d o u t on t h e b a s i s o f t h e number o f 

r ows o f b u i l d i n g s i n e a c h v i l l a g e , a n d w i t h a d d i t i o n a l d e s c r i p t i v e 

t e r m s i t i s p o s s i b l e t o p r o d u c e a s i m p l e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i t h 

b o t h f o r m a l a n d g e n e t i c i n f e r e n c e ( 6 2 ) , s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d y e t 

g i v i n g an i m m e d i a t e m e n t a l p i c t u r e o f a n y v i l l a g e d e s c r i b e d , i n 

a n y p a r t o f t h e c o i m t r y . The a u t h o r i s aware t h a t no r e a l e v a l ­

u a t i o n h a s been made o f t h e m u l t i t u d e o f l o c a l s i t e f a c t o r s , a n d 

t h e r e i s u n d o u b t e d l y much scope f o r w o r k o f t h i s k i n d i n t h e a r e a . 

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s t a k e n f r o m t h e t i t h e maps e x c e p t where 

s t a t e d . The v i l l a g e s s t u d i e d h e r e a r e : 

BRANCEPETH: A r e g u l a r two - r o w s t r e e t v i l l a g e , 

c o m p l i c a t e d b y t h e c a s t l e c o m p l e x a t t h e 
s o u t h e n d ( F i g , 4 . 1 a n d p h o t o g r a p h l ) . 

STOCKLEY: . A r e g u l a r two - r o w s t r e e t - g r e e n v i l l a g e , 
( 6 3 ) w h i c h m u s t s u r e l y be s t u d i e d i n c l o s e 

c o n j u n c t i o n with B r a n c e p e t h ( F i g . 4 . 2 ) , 

BYERS A r e g u l a r t w o - r o w g r e e n v i l l a g e yrith 
GREHiN: some b u i l d i n g a t t h e n o r t h e n d ( a h e a d - r o w ? ) 

( F i g . 6 . 4 ) , 

BRANDON: A r e g u l a r t w o - r o w v i l l a g e , b u i l t i n a 
' c u l - d e - s a c ' ( F i g , 4 , 1 a n d p h o t o g r a p h 2 ) . 

WILLINGTON: A n i r r e g u l a r tHro - r o w s t r e e t v i l l a g e , 
w i t h a h a l l c o m p l e x a t t h e e a s t e r n e n d ( 6 4 ) 
( F i g . 4 . 1 ) . 

The a r e a s o f s u b d i v i d e d f i e l d known t o have e x i s t e d i n B r a n d o n 

a n d W i l l i n g t o n i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y do n o t a p p e a r t o have 

been t i e d t o a v i l l a g e f o r m w i t h a n y m a r k e d v a r i a t i o n s f r o m t h a t 

o f B r a n c e p e t h o r S t o c k l e y ( 6 5 ) . I n none o f t h e v i l l a g e s i n 1838 

was t h e c h u r c h a n i m p o r t a n t m o r p h o l o g i c a l e l e m e n t ( F i g , 4 , l ) , 

The p a r i s h c h u r c h , i n B r a n c e p e t h , l a y i n t h e g r o u n d s o f t h e c a s t l e , 

a n d t h e n e x t c h u r c h t o be b u i l t i n a v i l l a g e i n t h i s a r e a was n o t 
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b u i l t t m t i l 1 8 5 6 / 7 , t o t h e n o r t h - e a s t o f t h e o l d v i l l a g e o f 

W i l l i n g t o n ( 6 6 ) . W h i t w o r t h c h u r c h was an o l d o n e , b u t seems t o 

have b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e h a l l a n d p a r k t h e r e . I t s p r e c i s e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o s u r r o u n d i n g p a r i s h c e n t r e s i s d i f f i c u l t t o d e f i n e , 

b u t b y t h e m i d d l e o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y i t l a y o u t s i d e 

B r a n c e p e t h p a r i s h ( 6 7 ) . 

The c a s t l e was a p p a r e n t l y a v e r y i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t i n t h e 

m o r p h o l o g y o f B r a n c e p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y , a n d t h e 1741 map s u g g e s t s 

a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e c a s t l e a n d t h e m a i n 

s t r e e t ( F i g . 4 . 3 ) . A l t h o u g h t o d a y t h e c a s t l e i s a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y 

h i d d e n f r o m t h e n o r t h a n d w e s t by t r e e s , a n d t h e r e have been 

s e v e r a l a l t e r a t i o n s o f t h e r o a d s s i n c e c i r c a 1 8 0 0 , i t i s r e a s o n a b l e 

t o assume t h a t i t h a d an i n f l u e n c e a t l e a s t o n t h e g r o w t h o f 

B r a n c e p e t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n v i e w o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e a x i s o f 

t h e m a i n b u i l d i n g l i n e i n 1741 l a y a t n i n e t y d e g r e e s t o t h e m a i n 

S t a n h o p e - Durhaon h i g h w a y a n d n o t a l o n g i t as one w o u l d e x p e c t . 

I t may w e l l be t h a t S t o c k l e y was t h e e a r l i e r v i l l a g e . The p l a n 

o f B r a n c e p e t h i n 1741 shows s e v e r a l f e a t u r e s c o m p a r a b l e t o t h a t 

o f a m e d i e v a l p l a n n e d b o r o u g h ( 6 8 ) , a n d a l t h o u g h no e v i d e n c e has; 

been f o r t h c o m i n g t o s u b s t a n t i a t e t h i s , t h e f o r m a l s i m i l a r i t i e s 

do t h r o w o p e n a s t a r t l i n g r a n g e o f t f u e s t i o n s . 

S e v e r a l f e a t u r e s a r e common t o t h e s e s e t t l e m e n t s . A k e y 

m o r p h o l o g i c a l e l e m e n t i n Durham v i l l a g e s w o u l d seem t o have been 

t h e d r i f t w a y o r d r o v e r o a d e n t e r i n g t h e s e t t l e m e n t s f r o m t h e f e l l , 

a n d t h i s i s a f e a t u r e p r e s e n t a t some t i m e i n a l l t h e v i l l a g e s 

s t u d i e d h e r e . The 1 7 4 1 map o f B r a n c e p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y shows 

t h i s q u i t e c l e a r l y , a n d a l t h o u g h t h e e n c l o s u r e map f o r W i l l i n g t o n 

has n o t s u r v i v e d , a c l o s e e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e f i e l d b o i m d a r i e s 

shown on t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n s i x i n c h Ordnance S u r v e y map i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t t h e common h e r e came r i g h t down t o t h e w e s t e r n edge o f t h e 

v i l l a g e . The same seems t o be t r u e f o r B r a n d o n , a l t h o u g h h e r e 
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t h e common was e n c l o s e d a t a much e a r l i e r d a t e , a n d i t i s d i f ­

f i c u l t t o be a b s o l u t e l y c e r t a i n because i t a p p e a r s t h a t no r e c o r d 

o f t h e p r o c e s s has s u r v i v e d . I n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y B r a n d o n 

t o w n s h i p c o n t a i n e d s e v e r a l a r e a s o f common, a l t h o u g h i t was 

b e i n g s t i n t e d i n p a r t s as e a r l y as 1 6 0 8 . The l a r g e s t . E a s t 

B r a n d o n M o o r , was s t i l l u n s t i n t e d a n d came r i g h t u p t o t h e v i l l a g e 

o n t h e n o r t h e n d ( 6 9 ) . The ' c u l - d e - s a c ' n a t u r e o f t h e v i l l e i g e 

may w e l l d a t e f r o m t h e e n c l o s u r e o f t h i s moor be tween c i r c a 1660 

a n d 1680 ( 7 0 ) . The d r i f t w a y has been e m p h a s i s e d by R o b e r t s as 

a n i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f s t r e e t - g r e e n v i l l a g e s , 

whe re i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t i n t h o s e v i l l a g e s a r o u n d a c e n t r a l 

g r e e n c o n t i n u o u s w i t h t h e u n e n c l o s e d g r a z i n g o f t h e w a s t e t h e r e 

i s a n i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n s o f more f o r m a l , r e g u l a t e d g r e e n s , 

a n d t h i s m u s t s u r e l y have been t h e case w i t h S t o c k l e y a n d B y e r s 

G r e e n i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h a n d e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s ( 7 l ) . H o w e v e r , 

a l t h o u g h f o r m a l l y v e r y s i m i l a r , t h e s e two v i l l a g e s d i f f e r e d , i n 

t h a t w h e r e a s S t o c k l e y g r e e n a p p a r e n t l y r e m a i n e d as common was t e 

u n t i l t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( 7 2 ) , B y e r s Green 

was by 1780 a l r e a d y c e n t r e d on a g r e e n f a r more a k i n t o t h e 

c a r e f u l l y c u l t i v a t e d g r a s s y a r e a s o f t o d a y , on w h i c h games were 

p l a y e d a n d m e e t i n g s h e l d ( 7 3 ) . The same j u x t a p o s i t i o n o f v i l l a g e 

a n d common p r e s e n t s i t s e l f i n a l l t h e v i l l a g e s h e r e , a n d one 

b e g i n s t o w o n d e r w h e t h e r t h e s t r e e t v i l l a g e s were a n o m a l i e s , o r 

w h e t h e r , i n v i e w o f t h e f a c t t h a t h e r e a r e f o u n d c a t t l e t r a c k s 

a n d y e t no g r e e n s , i t may be t h a t t h e s e t r a c k s p l a y e d no p a r t ­

i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e v i l l a g e g r e e n . 

T h i s f e a t u r e i n a n y e v e n t s u r e l y i n d i c a t e s a much c l o s e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f v i l l a g e s w i t h 6ind w i t h o u t 

g r e e n s t h a n has been p r e v i o u s l y r e c o g n i s e d . 

W o r k s t i l l i n p r o g r e s s b y R o b e r t s on r u r a l s e t t l e m e n t i n 

C o u n t y Durheun has shown t h a t i n many v i l l a g e s t h e r e i s a m a r k e d 
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d e g r e e o f r e g u l a r i t y , t h e t o f t s b e i n g o f e q u a l o r p r o p o r t i o n a t e 

w i d t h , a n d a l l o f t h e same l e n g t h ( 7 4 ) . The e a r l y map o f B r a n c e ­

p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y shows t h i s f e a t u r e r e a l l y w e l l , b u t t h e p i c t u r e 

i s l e s s c l e a r i n B r a n d o n a n d W i l l i n g t o n . H i g h l y r e g u l a r v i l l a g e 

f o r m s o n t h e C o n t i n e n t have i n f a c t been shown t o be r e g u l a t e d , 

t h e h o u s e p l o t s l a i d o u t w i t h e q u a l o r p o r p o r t i o n a t e w i d t h a n d 

a l o n g f i x e d l i n e s ( 7 5 ) . The f o r m a l p a t t e r n s i n many S w e d i s h a n d 

D a n i s h v i l l a g e s a r e s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r t o example s f o u n d i n 

C o t m t y D u r h a m , a n d i t seems l o g i c a l t o assvime t h a t some deg ree 

o f p l a n n i n g i s i n v o l v e d i n v i l l a g e s s h o w i n g t h i s r e g u l a r i t y , 

w h i c h i n i t s e l f i s a s u g g e s t i o n o f r e g u l a t i o n . R e c e n t w o r k on 

v i l l a g e s s u c h as K i r k M e r r i n g t o n has shown t h i s a s s u m p t i o n t o be 

j u s t i f i e d . The q u e s t i o n o f t h e measure u s e d i s a d i f f i c u l t o n e , 

b u t R o b e r t s has s u g g e s t e d a t w e n t y - o n e f o o t Durham r o d i n some 

c a s e s , a n d t h i s was i n use h e r e i n 1 5 6 9 - 7 0 , when i t was u s e d t o 

a s s e s s t h e a c r e a g e o f B r a n c e p e t h ' s p a r k l a n d ( 7 6 ) , I t i s p o s s i b l e 

t o see i n B r a n d o n a n d W i l l i n g t o n a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n g a r t h 

w i d t h s b a s e d on t h i s o l d Durham r o d ( F i g . 4 . 2 ) , b u t t h i s may 

w e l l be a case o f s e e i n g w h a t one w a n t s t o see r a t h e r t h a n w h a t 

a c t u a l l y i s . S e v e r a l f e a t u r e s n o t i c e a b l e i n B r a n c e p e t h , S t o c k l e y 

a n d W i l l i n g t o n a r e o f i n t e r e s t , however , i n t h e l i g h t o f R o b e r t ' s 

s u g g e s t i o n t h a t s t r e e t f r o n t a g e s may have been l a i d o u t on a 

b a s i s o f e i g h t y Durham r o d s . W i l l i n g t o n n o r t h r o w , e x c l u d i n g 

t h e h a l l w h i c h i s a l a t e r a d d i t i o n , measures t o w i t h i n a f e w 

y a r d s o f f o r t y Durham r o d s , a n d B r a n c e p e t h a n d S t o c k l e y b o t h 

a p p e a r t ,o have g r o w n u p a l o n g s t r e e t f r o n t a g e s o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

e i g h t y Durham r o d s ( F i g , 4 . 3 ) . D o u b t s a b o u t t h e a c c u r a c y o f 

t h e 1741 map upon w h i c h t h i s s t a t e m e n t i s b a s e d r u l e o u t a more 

p r e c i s e a s s e s s m e n t ( 7 8 ) , 

V a r i a t i o n s i n t h e l e n g t h o f t h e t o f t s have been u s e d by 

R o b e r t s a n d S h e p p a r d ( 7 9 , 8 0 ) t o s u g g e s t g r o w t h phases i n s e t t l e -



- 57 -

m e n t , b u t t h i s f e a t u r e i s m a r k e d l y a b s e n t i n t h e f i v e v i l l a g e s 

h e r e , A e t h e r o r n o t t h i s i n d i c a t e s ; a t y p e o f s e t t l e m e - n t p l a n n e d 

- o r r e g u l a t e d , maybe hy t h e l o r d - t h r o t i g h p i e c e m e a l d e v e l o p n e n t 

i s a p r o b l e m vhich c a n n o t r e a l l y be a n s w e r e d on t h e b a s i s o f 

s u c h a l i m i t e d s a m p l e , A c o m p a r i s o n w i t h o t h e r v i l l a g e s f o r m e r l y 

l y i n g i n N e v i l l e e s t a t e s c o u l d w e l l g i v e t h i s a n s w e r . Some 

d e g r e e o f r e g u l a r i t y i s o b s e r v a b l e i n a l l t h e v i l l a g e s i n t h e 

t r a c e s o f a m a i n b u i l d i n g l i n e w h i c h c a n s t i l l be seen a l o n g t h e 

s t r e e t f r o n t a g e . 

B o t h S t o c k l e y a n d W i l l i n g t o n show a d i s t i n c t a symmet ry o f 

f o r m a b s e n t i n B r a n c e p e t h a n d B r a n d o n . R o b e r t s has s u g g e s t e d 

t h i s may be s i g n i f i c a n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n some s t r e e t - g r e e n 

s e t t l e m e n t s , whe re he f i n d s t h e t o f t s on one s i d e ( t h e n o r t h ? ) 

t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f l o n g s t r i p s o f t e n o f t h e o r d e r o f two h i j n d r e d 

m e t r e s l o n g a n d s o m e t h i n g l e s s t h a n one h e c t a r e i n a r e a , w h i l e 

t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e shows a more d i f f u s e s t r u c t u r e w i t h i r r e g u l a r 

t o f t s . S t o c k l e y f i t s t h i s p a t t e r n v e r y w e l l , a l t h o u g h t h e t o f t 

t a i l s w e r e much l o n g e r ( u p t o t h r e e h u n d r e d a n d f i f t y m e t r e s a t 

t h e w e s t e r n e n d o f t h e v i l l a g e ) a n d g e n e r a l l y o f a somewhat 

g r e a t e r a r e a , u p t o one a n d a h a l f h e c t a r e s ( F i g . 4 . 3 ) ( 8 l ) . 

The t o f t s i n W i l l i n g t o n a r e s h o r t e r , l e s s t h a n one h u n d r e d 

m e t r e s , y e t t h e r e was s t i l l t h i s m a r k e d d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e 

t w o r o w s ( F i g . 4 . l ) . T h i s f e a t u r e i s so p r o n o i m c e d as t o be 

c l e a r l y o f s i g n i f i c a n c e , a n d i t was t h e s e l o n g t o f t s t h a t U h l i g 

f i r s t i n t e r p r e t e d as f o r m e r i n f i e l d a r e a , p o s s i b l y r e p r e s e n t i n g 

t h e l a n d i n t h e v i l l a g e w h i c h was f i r s t c u l t i v a t e d a n d t h e r e f o r e 

c o m p a r a b l e t o t h e L a n g s t r e i f e n o f N o r t h - w e s t Germany ( 8 2 ) . B o t h 

B r a n c e p e t h a n d B r a n d o n have a m a r k e d r e g u l a r i t y i n t o f t l e n g t h , 

a l t h o u g h i n B r a n c e p e t h ' s case t h i s may have been l a r g e l y d e t e r ­

m i n e d b y t h e s t r e a m s t o t h e e a s t a n d w e s t o f t h e v i l l a g e , b o t h 

o f w h i c h o c c u p y s t e e p - s i d e d v a l l e y s . As m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , t h e 
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p o s s i b i l i t y s h o u l d be b o r n e i n m i n d h e r e t h a t B r a n c e p e t h was 

p l a n n e d a n d l a i d o u t l i k e t h i s , i n a manner v e r y much a k i n t o 

a m e d i e v a l b o r o u g h ( 8 3 ) . 

I t a p p e a r s l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e v i l l a g e s h a d s e c o n d a r y s e t t l e ­

m e n t s c l o s e b y , a l m o s t ' o v e r s p i l l ' d e v e l o p m e n t s , B r a n c e p e t h 

v i l l a g e i n 1741 i n c l u d e d s e v e r a l houses n e a r Q u a r r y H i l l Fa rm 

( F i g , 4 , 3 ) a n d t h e r e i s an i n d i c a t i o n o f f o r m e r g a r t h s ( s u b d i v i d e d 

t o w n f i e l d ? ) i n S t o c k l e y t o w n s h i p a l o n g t h e W i l l i n g t o n r o a d 

( F i g , 5 , 4 ) , T h i s i s a f e a t u r e w h i c h may a l s o have been p r e s e n t 

i n B y e r s G r e e n ( F i g , 6 , 3 ) a n d i t w i l l be e x a m i n e d i n d e t a i l i n 

C h a p t e r S i x , W h e t h e r o r n o t t h i s i s t r u e o r o f any s i g n i f i c e m c e 

i s a t t h e moment a n open q u e s t i o n , b u t i f t h e s e ' d a u g h t e r ' g r o u p s 

d i d e x i s t i t w o u l d seem p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e y were o f l a t e m e d i e v a l 

f o i m d a t i o n , p e r h a p s d a t i n g f r o m t h e t h i r t e e n t h o r f o u r t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y when s e t t l e m e n t i n C o i m t y Durham was r e a c h i n g a peak ( 8 4 ) , 

a n d h a d g r e a t l y d e c l i n e d by t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f C e n t r a l Durham 

c l e a r l y h a d m e d i e v a l o r i g i n s , p o s s i b l y t a k i n g a d i s t i n c t i v e f o r m 

i n t h e t w e l f t h o r t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d t h e n r e m a i n i n g l a r g e l y 

x m a l t e r e d u n t i l t h e i m p a c t o f e n c l o s u r e made i t s e l f f e l t w i t h a 

sudden i n c r e a s e i n t h e number o f i s o l a t e d f a r m s a f t e r t h e m i d d l e 

o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a c c o m p a n i e d by a s h a r p d e c l i n e i n 

v i l l a g e s i z e . H e r e , as i n f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s , more c o u l d w e l l 

have been a c c o m p l i s h e d i f t i m e h a d n o t p l a c e d s t r i n g e n t r e s t r i c ­

t i o n s o n t h e a m o i m t o f m a t e r i a l t h a t c o u l d be u s e d i n t h i s s t u d y . 

The b r o a d o u t l i n e s a r e r e a s o n a b l y c l e a r , h o w e v e r , a l t h o u g h w i t h 

r e g a r d t o o r i g i n s a n d e a r l y f u n c t i o n s o f t h e v i l l a g e s a n y 

c o n c l u s i o n s h e r e w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y be h y p o t h e t i c a l . One w o u l d 

l i k e t o t r y t o t a k e t h i s s t u d y o f s m a l l n u c l e a t i o n s i n C e n t r a l 

Durham t o i t s l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n - i n d e e d , i t may be t a k e n as 

a x i o m a t i c t h a t human g e o g r a p h y i s c o n c e r n e d w i t h a s e a r c h f o r 
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o r i g i n s - a l t h o u g h h e r e t h e sample i s a v e r y s m a l l one a n d any 

i d e a s p u t f o r w a r d a l s o c a r r y w i t h t hem t h e i m p l i c i t d a n g e r s o f 

a n y g e n e r a l i s a t i o n t a k e n f r o m a l i m i t e d number o f e x a m p l e s . No 

s a t i s f a c t o r y a n s w e r was f o u n d t o t h e p r o b l e m o f S t o c k l e y ' s 

d i s a p p e a r a n c e a t s u c h a l a t e d a t e , a n d t h i s mus t g i v e r i s e t o t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e r e were o t h e r l o c a l s o c i a l o r 

e c o n o m i c f a c t o r s w h i c h t h e a u t h o r f a i l e d t o a p p r e c i a t e . I t 

seems t m l i k e l y t h a t t h e v i l l a g e s i n t h i s a r e a were anomalous t o 

t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n i n C e n t r a l Durham o r i n t h e c o u n t y as a w h o l e 

s o l e l y because o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f l o r d s h i p , a l t h o u g h t h i s mus t 

have h a d some e f f e c t . 

A s , t h e n , i t i s a n a r e a f a i r l y t y p i c a l o f C e n t r a l Durham, 

t h i s d i s c u s s i o n o f some a s p e c t s o f i t s s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n may 

h e l p t o t h r o w l i g h t o n g e n e r a l p r o b l e m s i n v o l v e d i n w o r k o f t h i s 

k i n d o n t h e w i d e r s c a l e . As a f i n a l p o i n t , i t mus t be r e c o g n i s e d 

t h a t t o o l i t t l e i s as y e t known o f t h e economic h i s t o r y o f t h e 

c o u n t y , f o r a l t h o u g h s e t t l e m e n t i s u n d o u b t e d l y t h e " g e o g r a p h i c a l 

r e c o r d off i t s own e v o l u t i o n " , t h i s e v o l u t i o n i s i t s e l f a r e f l e c t i o n 

o f l a r g e r t r e n d s , e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l . 
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2 5 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B T / E 3 0 . 

2 6 . G , A , C o t e s w o r t h l-ISS B o x Z , b u n d l e 2 . f f . 1 , 2 . 

2 7 . B a i l e y ( l 8 1 0 ) 6 0 . 

2 8 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , 
e t c , A u g u s t 9 t h , 1 6 9 2 . 

2 9 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , 
e t c . A u g u s t 1 6 t h , 1 6 9 1 . The ' c l o s e d ' b u i l d i n g l i n e o f 
many v i l l a g e s i n t h e c o i m t y , w i t h b u i l d i n g s c l o s e l y 
a b u t t i n g e a c h o t h e r , may w e l l be a p r o d u c t o f t h e l a s t two 
c e n t u r i e s , f o r d e s e r t e d v i l l a g e s i t e s a n d t h e f e w s u r v i v i n g ^ 
e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y maps show more open p a t t e r n s , a n d 
t h i s i s b e i n g c o n f i r m e d b y e x c a v a t i o n a t Wes t H a r t b u m , 
d e s e r t e d l^ j^ 1 6 0 0 . 

3 0 . C , R , 0 , D / B r / V o l . 1 0 7 . P l ^ o f S t o c k l e y Farm 1 8 0 2 , 

3 1 . See C h a p t e r F i v e f o r a f u l l e r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e e n c l o s u r e 
m o v e m e n t . 

3 2 . C . R . O . M i c r o f i l m M 3 / l 7 . See A p p e n d i x 4 . 2 . 

3 3 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . B r a n d o n - D e e d s , e t c . 
S e p t e m b e r 2 2 n d a n d 2 3 r d , 1 8 0 6 . 

3 4 . P . R . O . M i c r o f i l m LR 2 / l 9 2 . Crown s u r v e y o f l a n d s f o r f e i t e d 
b y W e s t m o r l a n d , 

3 5 . C . R . O , B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r , B r a n d o n - D e e d s , e t c . 
May 2 0 t h , 1 8 5 6 . 

3 6 , . C R . O , B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r , B r a n d o n - D e e d s , e t c , 
December 2 3 r d , 1 6 3 8 , 

3 7 . D , C , R a i n e MSS, R , 4 9 , f , 2 , 

3 8 . I t s h o u l d be r e a l i s e d b y t h e r e a d e r t h a t t h e c a s u a l f a c t o r s 
u n d e r l y i n g t h i s movement m u s t have been h i g h l y c o m p l e x , 
a n d t h e a u t h o r f e e l s t h a t he i s n o t i n a p o s i t i o n h e r e t o 
a t t e m p t a d e t a i l e d e v a l u a t i o n , 

3 9 . C , R , 0 , B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n , D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , 
e t c . A p r i l , 1 9 t h , 1 7 0 1 . 

4 0 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / p 6 1 . See a l s o C h a p t e r 
F i v e . 

4 1 . S e e , f o r e x a m p l e , C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . 
B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , e t c . Jxme 1 5 t h a n d 1 6 t h , 1 7 6 3 . 

4 2 . C . R . O . . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / f i r / E 6 . 

4 3 . P . R . O . M i c r o f i l m LR 2 / l 9 2 Crown s u r v e y 1 6 0 8 ; 
D . C . R a i n e MSS. R . 4 9 , f . 3 . 
C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / f i r / E 8 . I n q u i s i t i o n i n 
E a s t B r a n d o n 1 6 1 5 . 
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4 4 . P . R . O . M i c r o f i l m E . 1 6 4 / 3 7 . H u m b e r s t o n S u r v e y . 

4 5 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / f i r / E 8 . 

4 6 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . S e e , f o r e x a m p l e , D / B r . 
B r a n d o n - D e e d s , e t c . , t h e deeds f o r H umber s l edge F a r m . 

4 7 . The a u t h o r w i s h e s t o t he ink E r i c P a r s o n s o f t h e Du iham 
d e p a r t m e n t o f a r c h a e o l o g y f o r h i s h e l p i n i n t e r p r e t i n g 
t h i s f i n d , 

4 8 . Compare t h e t i t h e map w i t h t h e map o f 1 7 4 1 , T h i s i s 
d i s c u s s e d i n more d e t a i l i n C h a p t e r F i v e , 

4 9 . F o r e x a m p l e - C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n , D / B r , 
B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s : , e t c . , O c t o b e r 1 8 t h , 1 8 0 7 , 

5 0 . C R . O , B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , 
e t c . , S e p t e m b e r 2 5 t h , 1 7 8 4 . 

5 1 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / V o l . 1 0 7 . 

5 2 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / E 3 2 . 

53 i . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / E 3 3 . 

5 4 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . W i l l i n g t o n - D e e d s , 
e t c . F e b r u a r y 2 n d a n d 3 r d , 1 8 2 0 . 

5 5 . S c . S . S t o c k l e y t i t he map^ A l s o i n C . R . O . 

5 6 . C , R , 0 , B r a n c e p e t h P a r i s h R e g i s t e r s . E P / B r / l - 2 4 . 

5)7. C R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / S r / V o l . 3 0 , 3 1 . 

5 8 . S n r t e e s ; ( l 9 3 0 ) 2 7 . 

5 9 ; F o r e x a m p l e : Conzen ( 1 9 4 9 ) ; T h o r p e ( 1 9 4 9 , 1 9 5 0 ) ; 
R o b e r t SI ( 1 9 6 9 ) . 

6 0 . D i c k i n s o n ( 1 9 4 9 ) , 

6 1 . U h l i g ( 1 9 6 1 ) , 

62., R o b e r t s ( 1 9 7 0 b ) , See e s p e c i a l l y f o o t n o t e on page 2 3 5 , 

6 3 , C . R . O , B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n , H/Br/P 7 , 

6 4 , C o n z e n ( 1 9 4 9 ) maps, W i l l i n g t o n as a ' s t r e e t v i l l a g e s u g g e s t i n g 
f o r m e r v i l l a g e g r e e n ' . The p r o b l e m o f d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g 
b e t w e e n ' s t r e e t ' a n d ' s t r e e t - g r e e n ' i s b y no means a s i m p l e 
o n e . See R o b e r t s ( 1 9 7 0 b ) 2 3 7 . 

65 ' . P . R . O , M i c r o f i l m LR 2 / l 9 2 . Cro^m s u r v e y 1 6 0 8 ; 
C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r , W i l l i n g t o n - D e e d s , 
e t c . The t i t l e deeds o f l a n d s s o l d t o R u s s e l l i n 1815 
i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e s e f i e l d s s u r v i v e d t o some e x t e n t i n t o t h e 
l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . See C h a p t e r F i v e f o r a f u l l e r 
d i s c u s s i o n . 
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6 6 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . W i l l i n g t o n - D e e d s , 
e t c . (December 1 8 5 6 ) . 

6 7 , F o r d y c e ( 1 8 5 7 ) ; W h e l l a n ( 1 8 9 4 ) ; F i r s t e d i t i o n 0 , S . s i x 
i n c h s h e e t s 26 a n d 3 4 , 

i 6 8 , B e r e s f o r d ( 1 9 6 7 ) . See e s p e c i a l l y f i g s . 8 , 1 3 , 1 4 . Such f o r m a l 
s i m i l a r i t y s u g g e s t s o n l y t h e m o s t t e n u o u s o f c o n n e c t i o n s , 
a n d , i n i s o l a t i o n , c a n n o t c a r r y t o o much c o n v i c t i o n . 

6 9 . D . C . R a i n e MSS. V o l , 4 9 , f , a , ; C R . O . B r a n c e p e t h 
C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / E 8 . 

7 0 . D . C . R a i n e MSS. V o l . 4 9 , f . 2 . 

7 1 . S t o c k l e y - C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / V o l . 1 0 7 ; 
D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , e t c . J u l y 7 t h a n d 8 t h 
1 7 7 3 . 

B y e r s G r e e n - S c . S . B y e r s G r e e n e n c l o s u r e a w a r d a n d p l a n ; 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d C . R . O . W o r k i n g p a p e r s o f t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s o f e n c l o s u r e f o r B y e r s Green 
1 8 0 5 - 1 3 . 

7 2 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n , D / B r / V o l , 1 0 7 . 

7 3 . G e n t l e m a n ' s M a g a z i n e ( 1 7 9 3 ) See a l s o C h a p t e r S i x . 

7 4 . A n o t e on t e r m i n o l o g y may be h e l p f u l h e r e . The house s i t e 
i s t a k e n t o i n c l u d e t h e h o u s e , o u t b u i l d i n g s , a n d a n y e n c l o s e d 
g a r d e n t h a t t h e r e m i g h t b e , a n d , f o r p u r p o s e s o f s i m p l i c i t y , 
t h e e n c l o s e d space a t t h e b a c k s i d e o f t h e s e p l o t s w i l l be 
c a l l e d t h e t o f t , o r l o n g t o f t . 

7 5 . G o r a n s s o n ( 1 9 5 8 ) . 

7 6 . P , R , 0 . M i c r o f i l m E , 1 6 4 / 3 7 , H u m b e r s t o n S u r v e y , . L a t e r w o r k 
ha s c a s t d o u b t * u p o n t h i s , a n d , i n g e n e r a l , a r o d o f 1 6 , 5 
o r 18 f e e t now seems much more l i k e l y . See C h a p t e r S i x , 
f n . 1 2 , 

7 7 . W i l l i n g t o n O l d H a l l l i e s t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e o l d v i l l a g e 
a n d f o r m s no p a r t o f i t . See F i g . 2 . 1 . 

7 8 . S i n c e t h e s e i d e a s were f i r s t p e n n e d , a more a c c u r a t e s e t o f 
m e a s u r e m e n t s has shown t h e m t o be t i n f o u n d e d . A n y r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p b e t w e e n t h e w i d t h s o f t h e o r i g i n a l t o f t s , i n B r a n c e p e t h 
a t l e a s t , was no l o n g e r d e t e c t a b l e b y 1 7 4 1 , b u t t h e a u t h o r 
h a s b e e n t m a b l e t o r i d h i m s e l f o f t h e f e e l i n g t h a t some s u c h 
r e l a t i o n s h i p d i d e x i s t . 

7 9 . R o b e r t s ( 1 9 6 9 ) . 

8 0 . S h e p p a r d ( 1 9 6 6 ) . 

8 1 . C . R . O . B r a n c e p e t h C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r . B r a n c e p e t h - D e e d s , 
e t c . A p r i l 1 9 t h , 1 6 9 0 ; D / B r / P L 4 . 

82:. U h l i g ( 1 9 5 6 , 1 9 6 1 ) . A f u l l e r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h i s c a n be 
f o u n d i n C h a p t e r F i v e . 
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8 3 , See a b o v e , f n . 6 8 , 

8 4 , S m a i l e s ( l 9 6 0 ) 9 9 . 
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CHAPTER F I V E - lANfD U T I L I S A T I O N AND F I E L D PATTERNS 

W i t h i n c e r t a i n l i m i t s i m p o s e d by t h e p a t t e r n s p o r t r a y e d 

i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s , t h e r e came t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a r e a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n l a n d u t i l i s a t i o n , t h e f a b r i c w h i c h c l o t h e d t h e 

b a s i c s k e l e t o n o f t h e p h y s i c a l l a n d f o r m s . I t i s i n t h i s p a t t e r n , 

f o u n d l i t e r a l l y i n t h e f i e l d s , t h a t t h e themes d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r 

b e g i n t o c o a l e s c e a n d p r o v i d e s o m e t h i n g o f a n i n s i g h t i n t o t h e 

c o m p l e x i t y o f m a n / l a n d r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a c o m p l e x i t y i n no way 

d i m i n i s h e d b y t h e s m a l l n e s s o f t h e a r e a s t u d i e d . A l t h o u g h 

m i n e r a l e x t r a c t i o n was known i n many p a r t s o f t h e c o t m t y f r o m 

m e d i e v a l t i m e s o n w a r d s ( l ) , as l a t e as 1840 t h e l a n d s c a p e u n d e r 

e x a m i n a t i o n i s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y a p r o d u c t o f m a n ' s l a b o u r s i n h i s 

m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l r o l e , t h a t o f t h e a g r i c u l t u r i s t , a n d i t i s t h i s 

l a n d s c a p e , t h e p h y s i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e s e l a b o u r s , t h a t i s 

d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r . A n a t t e m p t w i l l be made t o l o o k a t 

v a r i o u s a s p e c t s ; o f t h e c o m p l e x s e t o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s by w h i c h 

f a r m i n g was a d j u s t e d t o i t s p h y s i c a l , s o c i a l , a n d economic 

e n v i r o n m e n t ( 2 ) , a n d t h e s e w i l l be d rawn t o g e t h e r l a t e r i n t h e 

c h a p t e r t o g i v e some i m d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e g e n e r a l t r e n d s ^ o f 

d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s c a p e o f c e n t r a l Durham 

f r o m c i r c a 1600 t o c i r c a 1 8 5 0 . The p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s d i s c u s s e d 

w i l l i n c l u d e c r o p s a n d l i v e s t o c k , t h e s i z e o f h o l d i n g s , a n d 

s y s t e m o f t e n u r e , a l l o f w h i c h m u s t be seen a g a i n s t a b a c k c l o t h 

o f f i e l d a n d s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s , s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s , a n d c h a n g i n g 

t e c h n i q u e s . A f t e r c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i t was d e c i d e d n o t t o 

l o o k a t e n c l o s u r e as a theme i n i s o l a t i o n , b u t t o show i t s 

i m p o r t a n c e a n d i m p a c t i n , a n d as p a r t o f , t h e o v e r a l l d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f t h e a g r a r i a n l a n d s c a p e i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . As Chambers 

a n d M i n g a y have s t r e s s e d : 
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E n c l o s u r e r e m a i n d a n i m p o r t a n t a n d i n d e e d v i t a l 
phase i n E n g l i s h a g r i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p n e n t , b u t we 
s h o u l d be c a r e f u l n o t t o a s c r i b e t o i t d e v e l o p m e n t s 
t h a t were t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f a much b r o a d e r a n d 
c o m p l e x p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r i c a l cheuige ( 3 ) , 

A f t e r a b r i e f d e f i n i t i o n o f , a n d i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e n a t u r e 

o f f i e l d patternH, t h e c o n d i t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e i n Coxmty Durham 

as a w h o l e i n c i r c a 1850 w i l l be exeimined, f o l l o w e d b y a r e t r o ­

g r e s s i v e s t u d y o f t h e f e a t u r e s o u t l i n e d a b o v e . I n e v i t a b l y , i n 

a s t u d y o f t h i s c a t e g o i y , i t w i l l i n p a r t s be r a t h e r more 

g e n e r a l i s e d t h a n one w o u l d w i s h , f o r i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o c o n s t a n t l y 

b e a r i n m i n d t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t 

E a c h v i l l a g e h a d i t s own p e c u l i a r 
f e a t u r e s i n r e l a t i o n t o s o i l a n d t o p o g r a p h y , m a r k e t s 
a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , t h e a r e a o f commons a n d w a s t e a n d 
t h e s i z e o f t h e r e m a i n i n g open f i e l d s , t h e e x i s t i n g 
s y s t e m o f c u l t i v a t i o n , w h e t h e r d e v e l o p e d o r s t i l l 
b a c k w a r d , a n d t h e s t r u c t u r e o f l a n d o w n e r s h i p a n d f a r m 
s i z e , t o m e n t i o n o n l y t h e more o b v i o u s v a r i a b l e s ( 4 ) . 

The t e r m ' f i e l d p a t t e r n ' c a n be s u c c i n c t l y d e f i n e d as 

t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s a d o p t e d o n t h e g r o u n d t o make t h e b e s t 
use o f a p a r t i c u l a r p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h a g i v e n 
r a n g e o f f a r m i n g e q u i p m e n t a n d w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f 
a p a r t i c u l a r s t n i c t u r e o f s o c i e t y ( 5 ) . 

a n d i f s e t t l e m e n t r e a l l y does c o n t a i n ' a r e c o r d o f i t s own 

e v o l u t i o n ' ( 6 ) t h e n s u r e l y t h e same c a n be s a i d o f f i e l d p a t t e r n s , 

f o r t h e y p r o v i d e us w i t h a l m o s t o u r o n l y v i s i b l e e v i d e n c e o f change 

i n t h e l a n d s c a p e ( 7 ) . A s s u m i n g a r e a s o n a b l y c o n s t a n t p h y s i c a l 

e n v i r o n m e n t , changes i n f i e l d p a t t e r n s m u s t s u r e l y i n d i c a t e 

changes i n s o c i a l a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g t h e 

a l l o t t m e n t o r use o f l a n d . The l a y o u t o f f i e l d s i n c i r c a 1850 

i n B r a n c e p e t h h i n t s a t many s u c h changes ( F i g . 2 . 1 ) , b u t t h e 

d a n g e r s o f i m c r i t i c a l p r o j e c t i o n b a c k w a r d s make f o r m a l i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n a d i f f i c u l t t a s k . A g l a n c e a t v a r i o u s e s t a t e maps o f 

t h e e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y shows j u s t how much change has t a k e n 

p l a c e o v e r t h e s u r f a c e o f B r a n c e j j e t h L o r d s h i p . A d e t a i l e d s t u d y 

o f W i l l i n g t o n b r o u g h t t o l i g h t a r e m a r k a b l e deg ree o f impermanence 

i n t h e f i e l d names t h e r e , a n d t h i s was f o u n d t o be t y p i c a l o f t h e 
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area as a whole, i n d i c a t i n g f u r t h e r hazards i n u s i n g documentary 

evidence f o r the r e c r e a t i o n o f a p a t t e r n o f f i e l d s a t any given 

t i m e . I n c i r c a 1850 many o f the f i e l d boundaries i n Brancepeth 

were l e s s than one himdred years o l d , and as one probes f u r t h e r 

i n t o the h i s t o r y o f the l o r d s h i p s e v e r a l phases o f enclosure 

can be p i c k e d o u t , each g i v i n g r i s e t o marked a r e a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n f i e l d p a t t e r n s , a l l l e a v i n g a d i s t i n c t i v e i m p r i n t on the 

landscape. The main f e a t u r e s v i s i b l e i n the landscape are the 

r e c t a n g u l a r f i e l d s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f e i g h t e e n t h . c e n t u r y enclosure, 

and the remarkably pronounced s t e l l a t e f o r m a t i o n t o the n o r t h o f 

Brandon ( F i g . 2 . l ) , a p a t t e r n f o i m d more haphazardly arranged t o 

the west o f W i l l i n g t o n 

I n the years o f the m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the r e l a t i v e l y 

backward c o n d i t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e i n Durham was causing some 

concern i n bjiowl edge able c i r c l e s ( s ) . There was s t i l l an i n ­

o r d i n a t e l y l a r g e amoiuit o f unproductive l a n d , w i t h l a r g e areas 

o n l y r e c e n t l y enclosed and converted t o s e v e r a l h o l d i n g s , w h i l e 

i n many places mining was causing the s a c r i f i c e of r e a l l y good 

f a r m i n g l a n d f o r the Sake o f what l a y beneath i t . Small holdings 

p r e v a i l e d , changing hands w i t h g r e a t frequency d u r i n g t h i s periord, 

and the c o n s i d e r a b l e numbers o f h o l d i n g s under leasehold or 

copyhold tenure were i n s e v e r a l areas s u f f e r i n g from a l a c k o f 

any r e a l encouragement t o improve. Because tenancies were, i n 

g e n e r a l , s m a l l , perhaps the most c r i p p l i n g f a c t o r of a l l was a 

l a c k o f ready c a p i t a l among the poorer farmers ( 9 ) . Farm manage­

ment was s t i l l p r i m a t i v e and o u t o f date i n comparison t o t h a t 

f o i m d i n c o u n t i e s f u r t h e r south, indeed o n l y a t t h i s l a t e date 

were f o u r - and f i v e - c o u r s e r o t a t i o n s becoming predominant, although 

t h e y were present i n Brancepeth almost a c e n t u r y e a r l i e r . The 

acreage o f permanent grass was being maintained, even increased. 
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as farmers d i d n o t as y e t have much confidence i n s t a l l f e e d i n g , 

but the q u a l i t y o f fte pasture over a g r e a t deal o f the county 

was poor. The emphasis i n l i v e s t o c k was on horses and c a t t l e 

r a t h e r than sheep, a l t h o u g h a l l three were present i n Bretncepeth. 

Pigs were bred and f a t t e n e d i n g r e a t numbers, not o n l y by farmers, 

•but i n a l l the c o l l i e r y d i s t r i c t s every pitman feeds h i s p i g ' ( l O ) . 

Concerning the c o n d i t i o n o f farm p r o p e r t y . B e l l s t a t e d : 

I n t h i s county too many o f the b u i l d i n g s are i n a 
v e r y i n d i f f e r e n t s t a t e o f r e p a i r , as w e l l as i n ­
s u f f i c i e n t i n s i z e and u n s u i t a b l e t o the farm i n 
t h e i r arrangements...... 

y e t i t seems t h a t t h e y had i n f a c t been much worse, f o r 

......about f i f t y , o r from t h a t t o one himdred years 
ago, under the o l d system o f f a r m i n g , the b u i l d i n g s 
were g e n e r a l l y as poor as c o u l d w e l l be imagine, and 
much has been done towards t h e i r improvement, though 

t h e y are s t i l l f a r from being g e n e r a l l y i n a good 
s t a t e ( 1 1 ) . 

B a i l e y had commented i n 1810 on the f a c t t h a t he found no farm 

b u i l d i n g s ' m e r i t i n g p a r t i c u l a r n o t i c e f o r improved convenience, 

or s u p e r i o r c o n t r i v a n c e ' ( 1 2 ) . As w i l l be seen l a t e r the i n f l u e n c e 

of l a n d l o r d s such,as the R u s s e l l s and Shaftesbury had much t o do 

w i t h this.'improvement' a f t e r c i r c a 1750, m o d i f i c a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

b e t t e r accomodation f o r c a t t l e , b e t t e r l i g h t i n g and v e n t i l a t i o n , 

b e t t e r p r e s e r v a t i o n o f s t o r e d crops, and a more e f f e c t i v e storage 

of manure, l i m e , and a r t i f i c i a l f e r t i l i s e r s . Implements i n use 

i n the. m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y were n o t e x c e p t i o n a l , and although 

here a l s o some improvements were t a k i n g p i c e , the o r d i n a r y 

swing plough was s t i l l i n use ( l 3 ) , w i t h horses as the main 

draxight animals. 

Since B a i l e y ' s r e p o r t i n 1810, i n a p e r i o d when s h a r p l y 

f l u c t u a t i n g p r i c e s were a n o t a b l e f e a t u r e , s e v e r a l changes had 

had a marked impact on the a g r i c u l t u r e o f the county ( 1 4 ) . 

Foremost among these was the enc l o s u r e , d i v i s i o n , eind c u l t i v a t i o n 

o f a c o n s i d e r a b l e eunount o f common l a n d , which, i n the l i g h t o f 
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i n c r e a s i n g development, gave new scope f o r e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n , and 

i n c r e a s i n g use o f b e t t e r drainage methods was b r i n g i n g about 

b e t t e r y i e l d s and improved courses o f crop p i n g (See t a b l e below). 

I t i s , however, i m p o r t a n t t o remember t h a t the impact o f enclosure 

on husbandry p r a c t i c e s was v e r y much le s s than has o f t e n been 

supposed. Changes i n a g r i c u l t u r a l techniques r a r e l y come about 

suddenly -

Enclosure g e n e r a l l y a c c e l e r a t e d o r i n t e n s i f i e d trends 
towards more p r o d u c t i v e f a r m i n g , but i t was n o t always 
the i n i t i a t i n g f o r c e o f these t r e n d s ( 1 5 ) . 

I n terms o f husbandry p r a c t i c e the f i r s t h a l f o f the n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y saw a g r i c u l t u r a l improvement i n Durham s t i l l a t 

aji e a r l y stage, and a th r e e course r o t a t i o n , o r the 'Tiro Crop> 

and F a l l o w System' was s t i l l i n widespread use. Although b e t t e r 

d r a i n a g e , w i t h more and b e t t e r manuring, was by the 1850's 

g i v i n g r i s e t o b e t t e r systems, t h e r e was s t i l l c o n siderable l o c a l 

v a r i a t i o n w i t h i n the framework o u t l i n e d below. 

'Old' r o t a t i o n ( T r a d i t i o n a l ) (16). 

A B C 
1 F a l l o w F a l l o w F a l l o w Some c l o v e r o r 
2 Wheat Wheat Wheat t u r n i p s being 
3 Oats Beans Pease i n t r o d u c e d 
4 Oats- here (c) by 1810. 

'New' r o t a t i o n s ( l 7 ) 

L i g h t s o i l s Strong s o i l s 

1 T u r n i p s , eaten o f f the ground Fallow 
w i t h sheep 

2 ViTieat, soim down w i t h seeds: Oats 
3 C l o v e r , e i t h e r p a s tured w i t h Seed ( c l o v e r ) 

sheep or mown 
4 B a r l e y o r Oats Wheat 

Something o f the s e v e r i t y o f the Durham c l i m a t e was shown i n 

Chapter Tflro, and i n e v i t a b l y t h i s a f f e c t e d groirfch r a t e s and ha r v e s t 

t i m e s : 
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(The) Hay h a r v e s t , upon new l a i d l ands, commences 
soon a f t e r mid-summer, and o l d meadows g e n e r a l l y are 
c u t i n J u l y . Com h a r v e s t a d j o i n i n g the Tees, the 
sea, and some o f the r i v e r s , o f t e n begins toimrds the 
end o f August; i n o t h e r p a r t s of the coimty i t i s a 
f o r t n i g h t o r three weeks l a t e r , and commonly l a s t s 
throughout September; beans throughout October, and 
sometimes n o t f i n i s h e d t i l l the middle of November ( l 8 ) . 

I t would appear i n f a c t t h a t the o l d three-course r o t a t i o n was 

a l r e a d y obselescent i n the 1790's, and the f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t 

from a l e t t e r o f Jime, 1794, i s o f i n t e r e s t because i t also 

shows how c o n d i t i o n s were changing i n Brandon Lordship before 

R u s s e l l bought the e s t a t e . 

Agreeable t o d e s i r e , I s h a l l attempt t o 
g i v e you a sketch o f some o f the methods p r a c t i c e d 
i n t h i s neighbourhood. The former p r a c t i c e was two 
crops and a f a l l o w ; but f o r want o f being changed, 
the l a n d i n t i l l a g e became t i r e d o f growing com, 
e s p e c i a l l y o a t s . I n o r d e r t o remedy t h a t inconvenience, 
a new system was e s t a b l i s h e d under a four-course s h i f t , 
o r what i s here c a l l e d ' f o u r aders' v i z . wheat, c l o v e r , 
o a t s , and f a l l o w ; and by t h a t a l t e r a t i o n g r e a t b e n e f i t 
was a t f i r s t d e r i v e d . As c l o v e r was then r a t h e r a 
n o v e l t y t o the l a n d i n t h i s q u a r t e r , i t g e n e r a l l y 
produced a p l e n t i f u l c r o p , and was also the means 
o f a good cro p o f oats succeeding i t . But now the 
present mode o f some places hereabouts i s under the 
r e g u l a t i o n o f f i v e aders; which i s c o n t i n u i n g the 
c l o v e r crop two y e a r s ; and t h i s was thought a prob­
able means o f g r e a t e r improvement ( l 9 ) . 

D e s p i t e Granger's recommendations i n 1794 t h a t the acreage 

o f l a n d l a i d down t o pasture s h o u l d be f u r t h e r extended ( 2 0 ) , 

and some si g n s t h a t t h i s was i n f a c t happening i n the county ( 2 l ) , 

as l a t e as 1854V B e l l was s t i l l o f the o p i n i o n t h a t 'the p r o p o r t i o n 

o f o l d grass l a n d i s i n some p a r t s o f the cotmty much too s m a l l ' 

(22). He had t h i s t o say about c o n v e r t i n g grassland t o a r a b l e : 

I n the breaking up o l d grasslands p a r i n g 
and b u r n i n g the surface used t o be i n v a r i a b l y the 
f i r s t s t e p . This i s s t i l l o c c a s i o n a l l y done i n t h i s 
c oimty, though n o t so much as f o r m e r l y . I t has been 
more f r e q u e n t l y ploughed up w i t h o u t p a r i n g ; w e l l 
harrowed a f t e r l y i n g , and the weeds gathered and b u r n t . 
For the f i r s t c r o p , a f t e r ploughing o u t , oats i s 
p r e f e r r e d by some, and t u r n i p s by o t h e r s . I t i s n o t 
o f t e n t h a t g r a s s l a n d i s p e r m i t t e d t o be ploughed o u t , 
and when i t i s , t h e r e i s g e n e r a l l y an agreement f o r 
an equal q u a n t i t y t o be l a i d away i n some o t h e r p a r t 
o f the f a r m ( 2 3 ) , 
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This 'agreement' seems l o g i c a l i n the c o n d i t i o n s o f the mid-

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , as w i l l be seen l a t e r i t i s i n f a c t a h e r i t a g e 

from the l a t e seventeenth c e n t u r y when i n many leases t h i s plough­

i n g o u t and l a y i n g away was compulsory, r a i s i n g the i n t e r e s t i n g 

q u e s t i o n o f why pasture should thus be preserved when very large 

t r a c t s o f common were a v a i l a b l e . ( 2 4 ) . The k e y . f a c t o r i s probably 

the q u a l i t y o f the pasture a f f o r d e d under a system o f improved 

a g r i c u l t u r e , and l e a d i n g breeders such as the C o l l i n g b r o t h e r s 

r e a l i s e d i t e importance. 

By the middle o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h century p l a n t a t i o n s were 

being e s t a b l i s h e d a t a r a p i d r a t e , a l t h o u g h s t i l l n o t a t a r a t e 

f a s t enough t o s a t i s f y B e l l , irtio went t o g r e a t pains t o s t r e s s 

the advantages t o be d e r i v e d from t h i s p a r t i c u l a r form o f i n v e s t ­

ment (25). P l a n t a t i o n s were phenomena of the n i n e t e e n t h century 

i n Durham - Granger had remarked on t h e i r appearance, but he also 

t a l k e d o f t h e g e n e r a l nakedness o f the county ( 2 6 ) , w h i l e Pybus 

t a l k e d o f the 'new p r a c t i c e ' o f p l a n t i n g former arable l a n d (27) 

- and a l t h o u g h l a r g e areas were p l a n t e d by 1850 i t was n o t u n t i l 

the second h a l f o f the c e n t u r y t h a t i t was adopted as a means o f 

l a n d u t i l i s a t i o n on the l a r g e r s c a l e . 

C e r t a i n elements o f Brancepeth Estate had witnessed a s e r i e s 

o f good l a n d l o r d s a f t e r the e a r l y e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and there 

i s no doubt t h a t by 1800 a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e on the e s t a t e was 

r e l a t i v e l y advanced f o r the c o t u i t y , although the q u a l i t y o f 

f a r m i n g on Lord Barnard's lands a t Raby was also p a r t i c u l a r l y 

n o t a b l e ( 2 8 ) . The 'new' r o t a t i o n s o f B e l l i n 1854 had been 

i n t r o d u c e d i n Brancepeth before 1800, a r e f l e c t i o n o f e f f i c i e n t 

s t e w a r d s h i p combined w i t h medium-sized t o l a r g e farms run by 

progreissive and f a i r l y prosperous t e n a n t s . That W i l l i a m Russell 

d i d have p r o g r e s s i v e and c l e a r - t h i n k i n g stewards can be seen i n 

the survey one o f them made o f Brandon e s t a t e i n c i r c a 1805 w i t h 
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a view t o purchase by R u s s e l l . I n t h i s survey, which gives a 

sound d e s c r i p t i o n o f the s o i l s i n Brandon, he says 

Towards the South End o f the L i b e r t y 
o f Brandon, below the V i l l a g e , and on both sides 
the Turhpike Road, t h e r e i s a l a r g e q u a n t i t y o f c l a y 
l a n d c h i e f l y f i t f o r t i l l a g e . I f a Close o f t h i s 
were i n T u r f I should take the f o l l o w i n g course o f 
Crops upon i t 

i . e . 1 s t Year Oats 
2nd " Rape or t u r n i p s 
3 r d " B a r l e y emd red c l o v e r 
4 t h " Clover 
5 t h " Wheat 
6t h " F a l l o w 
7t h " B a r l e y , w i t h hop emd w h i t e 

c l o v e r and Bye grass 
To l i e as long as i t w i l l keep a good q u a n t i t y o f 
s t o c k ( 2 9 ) . 

This does l a y open t o d i s c u s s i o n the qu e s t i o n o f whether Brance-

peth e s t a t e was r e l a t i v e l y advanced, or whether both B a i l e y and 

B e l l were unduly p e s s i m i s t i c i n t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n s o f a g r i c u l t u r e 

i n the county, but c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f time f o r b i d any comparative 

week elsewhere and l i t t l e p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l i s a v a i l a b l e t o date ( 3 0 ) . 

The manner i n which c o n t r o l was e x e r c i s e d over the methods 

of i n d i v i d u a l lessees v a r i e d from e s t a t e t o e s t a t e a t t h e end of 

the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . L«ases from E l l i s o n t o farms i n West 

Park and Helmington Row, f o r exeimple, were conservative i n some 

ways, y e t t h e y a l l o w e d c o n s i d e r a b l e scope t o the i n d i v i d u a l 

t e n a n t ; on the o t h e r hand, leases from Shaftesbury t o farms i n 

Brandon a l l o w e d t h a . t e n a n t no f r e e p l a y a t a l l , l a y i n g down the 

scheme o f husbandry f o r each f i e l d on each p a r t i c u l a r farm f o r the 

d u r a t i o n o f each lease w i t h o u t paying s u i t a b l e a t t e n t i o n t o the 

n a t u r e o f the ground ( 3 1 ) . The drawbacks t o t h i s l a t t e r method 

were brought o u t i n Angus's l e t t e r t o Appleby, irtiere he says 

Agents are too apt t o make out the same scheme o f 
husbandry f o r a l l v a r i e t i e s o f ground, and when t h a t 
i s the case, some are g r e a t s u f f e r e r s when they are 
t i e d down t o f u l f i l t h e i r engagements by which they 
may be o b l i g e d t o keep a piece o f ground f o r two years 
i n an unproductive s t a t e , when o t h e r s who are vuider the 
same cxtiiditionss may lose n o t h i n g by i t , having l a n d 
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adapted f o r the purpose. ( 3 2 ) . 

and i t s l i m i t a t i o n s i n practice are shown in the survey of 1805, 

where good l i g h t lands s u i t a b l e for turnip husbandry are kept 

down as permanent g r a s s . 

The Tenants say i n excuse for the present 
s t a t e of t h i s kind of land, that they are bound by 
t h e i r leases to keep one part of i t i n a continual 
s t a t e of pasture, and the other of Course w i l l f a l l 
into a continual round of T i l l a g e Crops, both of 
which are wrong (33) - The Pasture part c a r r i e s a 
very t r i f l i n g Proportion of Stock, perhaps about a 
t h i r d of what i t would do, i f plowed by a short 
Course of Crops and l a i d down again ( 3 4 ) . 

The stock that was being c a r r i e d , however, was i n very good 

condition - the sheep, mainly crossbreeds, were 'above a middle 

q u a l i t y ' , and the c a t t l e , shorthorns of the North Yorkshire kind, 

were 'as good as any produced i n the kingdom'. 

By the nineteenth century, farms on the Brancepeth estate 

were mainly of aionedium size!, c i r c a 200-300 acres (80 - 120h.), 

sometimes coming together under one tenant to form holdings of 

over 500 acres (200h.), and they were generally compact i n t h e i r 

layout ( F i g . 5.3). Pybus pointed out i n 1818 that most of the 

farms i n the lordship were equally divided between pasture land 

and arable groimd ( 3 5 ) , but as the Tithe Maps show two decades 

l a t e r , t h i s was a sweeping g e n e r a l i s a t i o n that hid many very 

l o c a l i s e d v a r i a t i o n s ( F i g . 2.1. ) . Some idea of the dynamic 

q u a l i t y of the landscape can be gleaJied from even the b r i e f e s t 

comparison of e a r l y eighteenth century estate maps, the Tithe 

Maps of 1838-44, and the f i r s t e d i t i o n of the Ordnance Survey 

S i x I n c h sheets, where i t can be seen quite c l e a r l y that between 

the r e l a t i v e l y f i x e d points of the settlement pattern f i e l d 

patterns were i n an almost permanent state of f l u x ( F i g s . 5.4, 5,5), 

A major obstacle to e f f i c i e n t and progressive farming was i n 

some parts c l e a r l y the tenants themselves, and the E l l i s o n s i n 

p a r t i c u l a r found t h i s a very r e a l problem on t h e i r e s t a t e s i n 
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West Park and Helmington Row. I n 1774, houses were d i l a p i d a t e d , 

farm b u i l d i n g s i n a v e r y poor s t a t e o f r e p a i r , w a l l s and hedges 

were doim and closes were overgrown w i t h rushes ( 3 6 ) , y e t t h i s 

n e g l e c t was probably o n l y a r e c e n t phenomenon. I n 1737, although 

the hedges were not as w e l l m a intained as they might have been, 

both crops and b u i l d i n g s were l o o k i n g w e l l ( 3 7 ) , and a decade 

e a r l i e r i t seems t h a t L i d d e l l had ' l a i d out above f i v e thousand 

pounds i n Improvements of V/estpark' ( 3 8 ) . Without d e t a i l e d 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y e s t a t e records f o r the b u l k o f Brancepeth 

E s t a t e ( 3 9 ) , i t i s impossible t o say whether o r n o t t h i s decay 

was t y p i c a l o f the area as a whole or c o n f i n e d to E l l i s o n ' s 

l a n d s , ' b u t i n the l i g h t o f B e l l ' s comments i n 1854 i t would seem 

t h a t West Park and Helmington Row were by no means exceptions t o 

the g e n e r a l m l e . 

The p e r i o d from c i r c a 1750 t o 1800 was a v i t a l one i n the 

e v o l u t i o n o f the a g r a r i a n landscape i n t h i s area. Marked by the 

enclosure and d i v i s i o n o f a l l the remaining commons i n the Lord­

s h i p ( a l t h o u g h Byers Moor was n o t enclosed i m t i l 1805 - 9) i t 

saw the r e c l a m a t i o n o f some 2,600 acres ( c . 1,000 h.) o f common 

waste and i t s subsequent conversion t o t i l l a g e . Several farms 

i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1800 had been a p p o r t i o n e d out as s i n g l e blocks 

i n 1756-7 ( f o r example Nackshivan, Tanners H a l l ( F i g . Q . l ) ) , and 

enclosure i n the L o r d s h i p gave r i s e e v e n t u a l l y t o the c r e a t i o n 

o f t w e l v e new s i n g l e - f a r m s . The r a p i d i t y o f s u b - d i v i s i o n , 

e n c l o s u r e , exchange, engrossing, and c o n s o l i d a t i o n , w i t h sub­

sequent e f f e c t s on the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e o f the L o r d s h i p , i s 

astounding when one looks back through t i m e . Much hescbeen 

w r i t t e n about enclosure and i t s e f f e c t s ( 4 0 ) , a g r e a t deal o f 

i t f r o m c o n f l i c t i n g v i e w p o i n t s ( 4 l ) , but i n Brancepeth the 

e f f e c t s were very marked indeed, a combination o f enclosure and 

a p o w e r f u l a u t o c r a t i c l a n d l o r d coming t o g e t h e r t o produce changes 
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which c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r e d both the landscape and the s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n the space o f f i f t y y e a r s . A comparison o f 

e s t a t e maps o f 1741 ( F i g . 5.4) (42) and 1797 (43) leaves a v i v i d 

i m p r e s s i o n o f the amount o f change, which was even g r e a t e r by 

1838 ( F i g . 5.4). There can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t the Enclosure 

o f Brancepeth and S t o c k l e y Commons i n the 1750's l a y d i r e c t l y 

behind the s p e c t a c u l a r decrease i n v i l l a g e s i z e i n both Brance­

peth and S t o c k l e y , a l t h o u g h the numbers o f small oimer-occupiers 

and customary tenants seem t o remain f a i r l y constant i n t o the 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( 4 4 ) , 

When l o o k i n g a t e a r l i e r enclosure i t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t t o 

assess a c c u r a t e l y the l e n g t h o f time i n v o l v e d i n the process, 

but i n the years a f t e 1760 the speed w i t h which the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
1 

r e g u l a r f i e l d p a t t e r n was a p p a r e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d can be a p p r e c i a t e d . 

The time clause s p e c i f i e d i n the awards f o r each a l l o t m e n t may be 

re s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s , but i t i s t r u e t o say, however, t h a t t h i s 

•speed" may be an i l l u s i o n , f o r w h i l e the award f o r W i l l i n g t o n 

and Helmington Row Commons i s dated 1756 i t almost c e r t a i n l y d i d 

n o t become o f f i c i a l u n t i l a r e l a t i v e l y advanced stage i n the 

enclosure process. Agreements f o r the enclosure of these p a r t ­

i c u l a r commons were i n existence i n 1735 ( 4 5 ) . On the staked out 

common hedges, fences, and w a l l s were l i t e r a l l y thrown up, and 

c u l t i v a t i o n d i d begin w i t h i n a very s h o r t t i m e . Even w i t h i n 

areas o f f o r m a l monotony on the map there are marked d i f f e r e n c e s 

on the ground, p r i m a r i l y r e s u l t i n g from d i f f e r e n c e s i n ownership 

which found expression i n the e r e c t i o n of d i f f e r e n t types of 

f i e l d boundary, and h i g h banks, q u i c k hedges, fences, and im­

pr e s s i v e stone w a l l s are a l l present i n the landscape ( 4 6 ) . The 

l a r g e r number of new, u s u a l l y stone-surfaced, roads b u i l t d u r i n g 

and immediately a f t e r enclosure must have made t r a n s p o r t much 

e a s i e r and g r e a t l y encouraged l o c a l t r a de ( 4 7 ) . 
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D e t a i l s o f t h e process o f r e c l a m a t i o n can be o b t a i n e d from 

leases t o the new p l o t s , and ten a n t s i n 1759 were agreeing t o 

w i t h a l l convenient speed pare bum 
plow up and conve r t i n t o t i l l a g e a l l the s a i d 
premises: and a t t h e i r own charge l o a d and l a y two 
f o t h e r s o f good c l o t lime on each acre t h e r e o f when 
so pared and b u r n t . AND s h a l l and w i l l i n the year 
1762 Summer F a l l o w the same and provide and l a y a t 
t h e i r oim charges on each acre t h e r o f when i n Fallow 
t h r e e f o t h e r s o f good c l o t lime and i n such p a r t s 
as may most r e q u i r e i t when i n Fal l o w a q u a n t i t y o f 
good Manure n o t l e s s than f o r t y f o t h e r s i n the irfiole 
and upon re a p i n g the f i r s t crop t o be sown a f t e r such 
f a l l o w i n g s h a l l and w i l l l a y the same down t o grass 
and continue the same d u r i n g the term f i r s t soriring 
t e n bushels o f good Hay seeds on each acre 
t h e r e ( 4 8 ) . 

This succession of t i l l a g e and then pasture was n o t u b i q u i t o u s , 

and the whole o f Byers Moor, f o r example, was s t i l l a rable land 

i n 1844, over t h i r t y years a f t e r enclosure ( F i g . 6.3). I t does 

ap p e a r , t h a t t h i s i n i t i a l p r a c t i c e o f p a r i n g and burning was f a r 

more common than p r e v i o u s l y t h o u g h t ( 4 9 ) , although the wide­

spread importance o f the technique had i n some cases been 

rec o g n i s e d ( 5 0 ) . Granger had remarked i n 1794 t h a t 

P a r i n g and bur n i n g i s o f a n c i e n t use, and continues 
i n p r a c t i c e f o r lands t h a t have l o n g been i n grass, 
and are groim mossy. The sods are pared t h i n , and 
d r i e d ; l a i d t o g e t h e r i n small heaps, set on f i r e , 
and b u m t t o ashes which are spread upon the ground, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h two c a r t loads of lime upon each acre, 
and ploughed i n ( 5 l ) . 

b u t , as has been seen, t h i s technique was v i r t u a l l y e x t i n c t 

by the 1850's. Some idea o f the v a r i e t y o f crops already present 

by t h e middle of the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y emerges from s e v e r a l 

d i s p u t e s over t i t h e s on the newly enclosed lands ( 5 2 ) . The 

c u l t i v a t i o n as e a r l y as 1762 o f rape, mustard, l i n t , and hempseed, 

as w e l l as the usual hardcom, b a r l e y , o a t s , beans, and pease 

must throw some doubt on B e l l ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the county as one 

backward i n i t s f a r m i n g c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

Of n e c e s s i t y , t o get a c l e a r p i c t u r e o f the changes brought 

about b^ enclosure an exajnination must be made o f the area i n the 
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p e r i o d f r o m 1700 - 1750 ( F i g . 5.2). This i s n o t t o say t h a t 

enclosure was imknown before t h a t date, indeed i t can be seen 

q u i t e d e f i n i t e l y as a continuous process i n the c e n t u r y and a 

h a l f b efore t h i s , and i t must have taken place over r e l a t i v e l y 

l a r g e areas i n Tudor times auad e a r l i e r , but a t no o t h e r time d i d 

i t come' so q u i c k l y o r i n v o l v e such a l a r g e area of l a n d . An 

unusual f e a t u r e of much o f the common waste enclosed by Act i n 

the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y i s t h a t i t l a y i n the v a l l e y s , r a t h e r 

t h a j i on the r i d g e s . This i s markedly apparent i n the f i e l d i n 

the case o f Brancepeth and S t o c k l e y Common (compare Figs 2.4 

and 5.2). 

I n the middle o f the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y there was a marked 

d i f f e r e n c e between the t e n a n t lands o f Brancepeth and the s i n g l e 

i s o l a t e d f r e e h o l d farms, which were much l a r g e r , w i t h f i e l d 

s i z e s i n g e n e r a l f a r g r e a t e r than those of the e s t a t e h o l d i n g s 

( 5 3 ) . A l t h o u g h these t e n a n t farms were, by 1741, a l l r e l a t i v e l y 

compact h o l d i n g s , ( 5 4 ) , i t i s p l a i n from the deeds to the estate 

t h a t t h i s compactness was a r e s u l t of a very recent r e o r g a n i s a t i o n , 

w i t h o u t which the impact o f the 'Parliamentary' enclosure ipight 

have been f a r g r e a t e r ( F i g , 5 . 2 ) ( 5 5 ) . As was shoim i n Chapter 

Four b o t h Brancepeth and S t o c k l e y v i l l a g e s were a t t h i s date 

f a r l a r g e r than t h e y were i n 1800, and there can be l i t t l e doubt 

t h a t t h e n a t u r a l t r e n d towards medium-sized tenancies was g r e a t l y 

r e i n f o r c e d and a c c e l e r a t e d by the enclosure o f the 1750's a t the 

expense o f t h e small t e n a n t . Only a very small area o f sub­

d i v i d e d town f i e l d was s t i l l i n existence a t t h i s date, i n 

W i l l i n g t o n , where i t a p p a r e n t l y l i n g e r e d m d e r s i n g l e oimership 

i n t o the 1790's ( 5 6 ) . Both Brancepeth 'Parks' were \mder 

c u l t i v a t i o n , the a c t u a l area o f Deer Park being o n l y a f r a c t i o n 

o f i t s s i z e i n 1838, and the c o n t r a s t between the common lan d 

and the i n t e r i o r o f the w a l l e d West Park must have been a sharply 
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d e f i n e d one i n the landscape ( F i g . 5.2). The general aspect 

of the c o u n t r y s i d e seems t o have been a less wooded one than i n 

1800, when the woodland i n the L o r d s h i p was worth between f o u r 

and f i v e thousand poimds ( 5 7 ) , and there were very few l a r g e 

stands o f t r e e s i n the c u l t i v a t e d areas ( 5 8 ) . 

The l a r g e f r e e h o l d farms appear t o have been l i t t l e 

a f f e c t e d by the P a r l i a m e n t a r y enclosure - a p a r t from the loss 

of pasture - as most o f the farmers s o l d or exchanged t h e i r 

p l o t s i n or d e r t o achieve compactness, sales and agreements 

o f t e n t a k i n g place before the a l l o t m e n t was pegged o u t . The 

customary tenants o f the 'Manor o f the Rectory' were also 

r e l a t i v e l y u n a f f e c t e d i n t h i s c o n t e x t ( F i g . 5.2), as they had 

no common r i g h t s before enclosure, and no a l l o t m e n t s were made 

t o them (59). The new farmsteads preserved the same t i m e l e s s 

f o r m a l f e a t u r e of the square b u i l d i n g plan around an enclosed 

space, . a l t h o u g h they were i n general s m a l l e r than the much 

o l d e r f r e e h o l d farmsteads. West Park Farm i n 1735 c o n s i s t e d o f 

a d w e l l i n g house, a bakehouse, two s t a b l e s , p i g s t i e s , p u l l e t 

houses, a l a r g e bam, and a t l e a s t f o u r o t h e r b u i l d i n g s (6O); 

the moated s i t e o f L i t t l e b u r a i n 1726 was even l a r g e r , c o n t a i n i n g 

a new d w e l l i n g house, a 'granary', a l a r g e o l d s l a t e bam and 

a l i t t l e t h a t c h e d one, a s l a u g h t e r house, cow house, ox house, 

s t a b l e s , and s e v e r a l o t h e r a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s (6I). The s i x ­

t e e n t h , o r perhaps f i f t e e n t h , c e n t u r y farmhouse s t i l l s tanding 

a t Unthank gives some impression o f the nature o f these b u i l d i n g s 

a t t h a t t i m e . 

Schemes o f husbandry seem t o have changed o n l y a l i t t l e 

i n t he e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . West Park i n 1735 was d i v i d e d almost 

e q u a l l y amongst p a s t u r e , com, 'faugh' ( f a l l o w ) , and meadow, 

w i t h a s l i g h t emphasis on pasture ( 6 2 ) , and a s i m i l a r f i f t y -

f i f t y d i v i s i o n between a r a b l e and g r a s s l a n d was present on 
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L i t t l e ^Vhite Farm i n 1711 ( 6 3 ) . Clod lime and manure were i n 

use on a wide scale and made up by f a r the most expensive f e a t u r e 

o f contemporary a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e . The lands t o be p l a n t e d 

were sowed, harrowed, and water - f u r r o w e d ( 6 4 ) , probably w i t h 

oxen as draught animals, f o r t h e y were c e r t a i n l y i n use i n 

Brancepeth a t the end o f the seventeenth c e n t u r y ( 6 5 ) . The 

l a n d l o r d ' s i n f l u e n c e was c o n s i d e r a b l e , w i t h leases i n almost 

e x a c t l y the same form t h a t t hey were t o be i n 1850 (Appendix 

5.2), and t h i s i n f l u e n c e c o u l d be strengthened by the u s e f u l , 

a l t h o u g h n o t always e f f e c t i v e , weapon o f the manorial c o u r t , 

which i n Brancepeth f r e q u e n t l y f i n e d people f o r n o t c u t t i n g 

hedges o r s c o u r i n g d i t c h e s , f o r general n e g l e c t o f t h e i r 

h o l d i n g s ( 6 6 ) . 

The q u e s t i o n o f how a man h e l d the la n d he farmed i n 

r e l a t i o n t o h i s l a n d l o r d i s a complex one a t the end o f the 

seventeenth c e n t u r y ( 6 7 ) . The l a r g e r s i n g l e farms were no 

d i f f e r e n t i n t h i s r e s p e c t from the lands o f Brancepeth Estate 

i n t h a t t h e y were a l l c a l l e d ' f r e e h o l d ' . Fauconberg's a d v e r t -

isen^ent f o r the sale o f Brancepeth i n 1776 described the e s t a t e 

as ' . a l l o f f r e e h o l d t e n u r e ' ( 6 8 ) , and a survey o f 1615 s t a t e d 

q u i t e c a t e g o r i c a l l y t h a t t h e r e were no copyholders w i t h i n the 

L o r d s h i p ( 6 9 ) . This l a t t e r statement, however, appears t o 

c l a s h w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n i n the Humberston Survey of 1569/70 

when Brancepeth E s t a t e c o n t a i n e d lands and possessions s a i d 

t o be 'very good and E ^ e a b l e ' ( 7 0 ) , and the p i c t u r e i s f u r t h e r 

c o m p l i c a t e d by the exi s t e n c e o f the Manor of the Rectory of 

Brancepeth, whose t e n a n t s were d e s c r i b e d as 'customary' tenants 

(a term K e r r i d g e uses i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y w i t h 'copj^holders') , The 

customary lands were o f t e n confused w i t h the glebe l a n d ( 7 l ) , 

but t h i s i s n o t r e a l l y s u r p r i s i n g as the V i c a r o f Brancepeth 

was a u t o m a t i c a l l y l o r d of the Manor. The l e n g t h and s e c u r i t y 
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o f tenure v a r i e d w i t h i n each system, as d i d c o n d i t i o n o f service 
and o b l i g a t i o n s t o the l o r d , many o f which a p p a r e n t l y had faded 
i n t o drsuse i n the c h a o t i c p e r i o d betw^een 1570 and c i r c a 1635. 

A g r i c u l t u r e i n the seventeenth c e n t u r y i s v i r t u a l l y a hidden 

province as f a r as Brancepeth i s concerned, the o n l y d e t a i l e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n coming from probate i n v e n t o r i e s ( 7 2 ) . I t would 

seem from these t h a t a g r a r i a n r e f o r m saw a sharp boost i n the 

e a r l y p a r t o f the c e n t u r y , w i t h y i e l d s r i s i n g q u i t e s h a r p l y , 

and the increase i n the s i z e and c a p a c i t y o f Humbersledge Farm 

was t y p i c a l o f the farms looked a t . That the farm was so 

s c a n t i l y stocked i n 1581 comes as no r e a l s u r p r i s e i n the l i g h t 

o f c o n d i t i o n s h i n t e d a t i n a l e t t e r to Lor d Burghley i n 1571 

vrhich s t a t e d t h a t 'whereas Westmorland, Swinbume, and others 

kept houses, which are now empty, t h a t p a r t o f the coxmty i s 

cl e a n waste' ( 7 3 ) . Crops growo. on the farm by 1628 i n c l u d e d 

r y e , o a t s , b i g g , and some l i n t , w i t h l i v e s t o c k c o n s i s t i n g of 

oxen, c a t t l e o f v a r i o u s k i n d s , horses, sheep, p i g s , and p o u l t r y 

(Appendix 5.2) ( 7 4 ) . Farms i n Brancepeth were s i m i l a r l y stocked 

(75), a l t h o u g h the e s t a t e h o l d i n g s i n general were much smaller 

than the independent f r e e h o l d lands, o f t e n made up of o n l y three 

o r f o u r c l o s e s , and fragmented t o a f a r g r e a t e r degree ( F i g . 5.3). 

A t t h i s e a r l y stage, however, g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s are d i f f i c u l t , 

f o r i t i s v i r t u a l l y impossible w i t h present m a t e r i a l t o r e c o n s t r u c t 

f i e l d bovmdaries and p a t t e r n s o f tenure i n the Lor d s h i p i n c i r c a 

1600. Some e s t a t e h o l d i n g s were l a r g e , i n some cases w i t h f i e l d s 

much l a r g e r than any o u t s i d e ( 7 6 ) , but alth o u g h the documentary 

cover f o r the area has very few gaps i t would be unwise t o attempt 

too g r e a t a p r e c i s i o n on the basis o f evidence which i s i t s e l f o f 

d o u b t f u l accuracy. The Jacobean Survey upon which Gray based 

h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f f i e l d s i n the area has many gaps, as lan d 

o u t s i d e the e s t a t e i s n o t i n c l u d e d , i n e v i t a b l y b i a s i n g some o f h i s 
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c o n c l u s i o n s . These gaps; can be seen i n the case o f Humbersledge 

Farm, which i s n o t mentioned i n the survey. I n 1602 Matthew 

Hinde i n h e r i t e d the farm and s e v e r a l o t h e r c l o s e s , which he 

passed on t o h i s son i n 1628; an i n q u i s i t i o n o f 1605 i n East 

Brandon r e v e a l e d t h a t Matthew Hynde 'had d i v e r s p a r c e l s of Ground 

i n d i v e r s p a r t s o f the Townfields and t e r r i t o r i e s o f East Brandon' 

(77), i n t e r m i n g l e d w i t h lands t h e r e belonging t o the King and 

o t h e r lands o f one C h r i s t o p h e r Hutchinson a f r e e h o l d e r , and he 

was a l l o t t e d two more closes t o t a l l i n g f i f t e e n acres ( c . 6.h); 

i n the Crown Survey he h e l d o n l y f o u r pasture 'gates' which had 

been assigned t o him by deed p o l l i n 1595 ( 7 8 ) . C l e a r l y there was 

more enclosed l a n d t h a n appears i n the 1608 survey, and closes 

i n f r e e h o l d hands were g e n e r a l l y l a r g e r than those recognised 

by Gray ( 7 9 ) . 

The use o f the t e r m 'gate' as a measure o f area also leads 

t o c o m p l i c a t i o n s , w i t h the impact of l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s and time 

g i v i n g r i s e t o r e g i o n a l v a r i a t i o n s . According t o Chambers and 

Mingay a 'beast-gate' o r 'pasture-gate'aS - i t was sometimes known, 

was a f i x e d measurement o f about t h r e e or f o u r acres; (8O). The 

laivyers d e l v i n g i n t o W i l l i a m Russell's manorial r i g h t s recognised 

the l o c a l v a r i a t i o n s ; 

A c a t t l e gate o r pasture gate may e i t h e r be a c e r t a i n 
share o r p r o p o r t i o n o f the s o i l i i t s e l f asi,a Ten.t. 
i n common o r i t may be merely Comn of a pasture f o r a 
c e r t a i n s t i n t o r number o f c a t t l e upon the Lord's 
w^aste ( 8 I ) . 

A l t h o u g h the l e g a l o p i n i o n here i n 1800 h e l d t h a t the l a t t e r was 

the case i n Brancepeth L o r d s h i p i t i s by no means c e r t a i n t h a t i t 

was so a t the time o f the Crown Survey. 

Sub-divided town f i e l d s were i n existence i n Brandon and 

W i l l i n g t o n i n 1608, and the name 'Town F i e l d s ' s u r v i v e s i n many 

seventeenth c e n t u r y Brancepeth deeds. Gray recognised s e v e r a l 

t r e n d s f o r the area which f o r the most p a r t seem t o be c o r r e c t , 
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but h i s work must be i n t e r p r e t e d c r i t i c a l l y as he omits from h i s 

appendix o f the Brandon e n t r y i n the survey the names o f those 

tenants; t h a t do n o t f i t i n t o h i s t h e s i s ( 8 2 ) . Brandon's f i e l d s 

must have been c o m p l e t e l y enclosed s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s , indeed i t 

seems t h a t the process was under way i n 1607, but W i l l i n g t o n took 

much l o n g e r t o lose the ar a b l e and meadow r i g g s t o se v e r a l c l o s e s , 

a l t h o u g h i t does seem t h a t i n W i l l i n g t o n also much o f i t s town 

f i e l d s had a l r e a d y been enclosed by 1600 ( 8 3 ) , This puts i t 

r a t h e r e a r l i e r than the g e n e r a l l y recognised main p e r i o d o f t o i m -

f i e l d enclosure i n Durham: 

I n t h i s county the lands, or common f i e l d s 
o f t o i r a s h i p s , were f o r the most p a r t i n c l o s e d soon a f t i e r 
the R e s t o r a t i o n ( 8 4 ) , 

a c o n c l u s i o n a l s o reached by Leonard ( 8 5 ) , I n W i l l i n g t o n i n the 

e a r l y seventeenth c e n t u r y many closes changed hands w i t h the 

d e s c r i p t i v e words 'as they lye.:now enclosed and d i v i d e d ' coming 

i n the deeds a f t e r the s p e c i f i c a t i o n o f area ( 8 6 ) . Although the 

two systems o f h o l d i n g i n common and h o l d i n g i n s e v e r a l t y were 

no t m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e , i t i s d i f f i c u l t , l a r g e l y as a r e s u l t o f 

the chaos f o l l o w i n g the R i s i n g o f the N o r t h , to determine pre­

c i s e l y i n W i l l i n g t o n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e r o l e s and importance, and 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p i n which they s t o o d t o each o t h e r . ^Vhile ideas 

today are swinging towards the t h e o r y o f an e v o l u t i o n o f f i e l d 

p a t t e r n s i n the n o r t h - e a s t around an e a r l y system o f open sub­

d i v i d e d f i e l d s d eveloping from an i n f i e l d / o u t f i e l d r e l a t i o n s h i p , 

i t appears t h a t these f i e l d s had l a r g e l y decayed and been swallowed 

up by enclosure before 1570 i n Brancepeth L o r d s h i p . There i s , 

however, s t i l l a suggestion t h a t t hey d i d s u r v i v e here, even i f 

i n a h i g h l y m o d i f i e d and i r r e g u l a r form ( F i g . 7.1). Although 

i n s e v e r a l e a r l y deeds f o r W i l l i n g t o n r i g g s g,fe' described as 

' l y i n g i n common i n the t o i m f i e l d s o f W i l l i n g t o n ' ( 8 7 ) , these 

f i e l d s a p p a r e n t l y shed the r u l e s o f communal a g r i c u l t u r e s h o r t l y 
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a f t e r the beginning o f the seventeenth century. For reasons 

not y e t Hear enclosure of the r iggs appears not to have taken 

place i n par ts of the f i e l d s u n t i l w e l l i n t o the eighteenth 

century . 

To trace accura te ly the extent o f enclosure from the common 

waste i n the seventeenth century i s almost impossible i n the 

face of the great amount of piecemeal reclamation (88) and the 

many agreements f o r large areas which were apparently unconfirmed 

by cour ts o f law ( 8 9 ) . The s t e l l a t e patterns i n both Brandon 

and W i l l i n g t o n seem to date from the second h a l f of the century, 

a r e s u l t o f agreements of t h i s type , but there were several more 

large areas o f common i n Brandon i n the ear ly par t of the century 

which i t has proved extremely d i f f i c u l t to trace ( F i g . 7 . l ) . 

The phases o f enclosure of the area to the nor th o f Brandon 

v i l l a g e can be seen i n contemporary w r i t i n g s i f not on the ground. 

A c e r t a i n Thomas Pinkney of Ushaw, yeoman, s tated i n 1708 that 

even before Cropley bought the estate i n 1632 (90) tenants had 

been ta;king land i n f rom Brandon Moor, and he had been informed 

by o lder people 

t ha t Brandon Highmoor and Brandon Low 
(Byshot t les ) moor lay together i n Common and were 
( i l l e g i b l e ) i n Comon by ye inhabi tants of Brandon 
and Byshott les i r i t hou t any l i m i t s or d i s t i n c t i o n s 
and tha t owners and farmers ceune out and made a 
separation of these moors by s t r i k i n g a w a l l between 
them ( 9 l ) . 

S t i n t i n g was then introduced, tenants i n Brandon having t h e i r 

s t i n t s and beastgates i n Highmoor, those o f Byshottles i n Lowmoor^ 

Fur ther evidence i n the same enquiry disclosed tha t the moor wqs 

subsequently converted to t i l l a g e , although by 1708 some meadow 

had been introduced ( 9 2 ) , a process bas i ca l l y the same as the 

one a hundred emd f i f t y years l a t e r elsewhere on the es ta te . 

Parcels already s t i n t e d i n 1608 had been converted i n a s i m i l a r 

f a s h i o n , but as can be seen t h i s piecemeal developnent over 
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almost t h i r t y years f rom 1650 onwards gave r i s e to a f i e l d 

pa t t e rn markedly d i f f e r e n t from t h a t of the eighteenth century 

Parliamentary enclosure ( F i g , 2 . l ) . 

Apart f rom the known areas i n Brandon and W i l l i n g t o n there 

i s l i t t l e evidence f o r the existence o f sub-divided town f i e l d s 

elsewhere i n the Lordship . There are h in t s o f t h e i r presence 

and l a t e r enclosure i n parts of Stockley ( F i g . 5.4) ( 9 3 ) , Byers 

Green ( F i g . 6.3) ( 9 4 ) , and Waterhouses ( F i g . 5.5) ( 9 5 ) , but they 

remain only t h a t - h i n t s . 

The landscape of c i r c a 1600 bore l i t t l e resemblance to tha t 

o f today, and i t appears tha t the seventeenth century saw as 

much, i f not more, change than d i d the eighteenth and ear ly 

nineteenth cen tu r i e s . Two very large areas of deer park were 

converted i n t o arable and meadow land, and apart f rom a l t e r a t i ons 

i n f i e l d boundaries, the wooded appearance of parts of the estate 

s u f f e r e d g r e a t l y from the fo rag ing t r i p s of several Naval 

Commissioners, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 1635 and 1653 ( 9 6 ) . Brandon's 

several areas o f common were s t i n t e d and enclosed, c h i e f l y i n 

a few years before 1680, the l ightness o f the s o i l probably 

being p a r t i a l l y responsible f o r conversion to t i l l a g e a t t h i s 

e a r l y date . 

I t i s w e l l known tha t the most p r o f i t a b l e to inclose 
i s a sandy or l i g h t loam, where the c u l t i v a t i o n of 
t u r n i p s , c love r , and the a r t i f i c i a l grasses can be 
e f f e c t e d w i t h c e r t a i n success On such s o i l 
abundance o f food f o r stock i s produced, which 
genera l ly furnishes a great quan t i ty of r i c h manure 
f o r the arable land, so tha t the courses of farming 
and grazing togeiher are much more advantageously 
pursued than e i t h e r can be to any great extent i r i thout 
the other ( 9 7 ) . 

The d i v i s i o n of B u m i g h l l Moor caused some dis t ress because of 

the loss of r e a l l y good pasture - ' there was such plenty of grass 

there than when an ox lay on ye ground scarce any j a r t s of him 

but h i s homes could be seen by reason of ye groirth of grass 

t he r e ' ( 9 8 ) . Such common waste land played a v i t a l par t i n the 
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area's a g r i c u l t u r a l system, and the h i s t o r y of the evo lu t ion of 

the present f i e l d patterns i s b a s i c a l l y the h i s t o r y of the 

enclosure and c u l t i v a t i o n o f t h i s reserve. I t may be tha t i n 

c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s i n the seventeenth century the anclostine of 

r e l a t i v e l y large areas of common by the weal th ier freeholders 

had as great an impact on the landscape as d i d the Parliamentary 

enclosures of the eighteenth century ( 9 9 ) , 

Withouft- being able to reconstruct f i e l d patterns i n the 

area f o r any date e a r l i e r than the eighteenth century, i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to see j u s t how much o f the e a r l i e r landscape can be 

accura te ly reconstructed, e spec ia l ly i n view o f the rate of 

change which has been suggested. Gray's work emphasised the 

i r r e g u l a r i t y of f i e l d systems i n t h i s area at the beginning of 

the seventeenth century ( lOO), but as has been seen i n the case 

of Brandon, t h i s p i c tu re may be more incomplete than previously 

thought , descr ib ing condi t ions only i n very s i m p l i f i e d terms. 

More r e c e n t l y , U h l i g has postulated tha t the long garths of the 

v i l l a g e settlements were o l d i n f i e l d areas ( l O l ) , a view v i o l e n t l y 

opposed by B u t l i n , who f ee l s tha t s i m i l a r i t y of form does not 

necessar i ly ind ica te s i m i l a r i t y o f f u n c t i o n or o r i g i n ( l 0 2 ) . 

S la te r (103) , Smailes ( l 0 4 ) , and U h l i g ( l 05 ) have a l l pointed 

out comparisons w i t h the runr ' r ig systems used i n Scotland, but 

there i s no evidence to suggest any connection (106), while as 

mentioned U h l i g also believes tha t there are some p a r a l l e l s 

between the 'esch' lands of North-west Germany and the long t o f t s 

or garths found i n Durham, B u t l i n concludes h i s a r t i c l e : 

Gray, Tate, and U h l i g have suggested tha t i f a 
Midland type of f i e l d system exis ted i n Northumber­
land, then i t d i d so as a la te development of an 
i n f i e l d - o u t f i e l d system... .The author 's present 
opinion i s , however, t h a t the two systems, even i n the 
Border area, had qui te d i f f e r e n t roo ts , and he would 
c e r t a i n l y contest the asser t ion tha t the t h r e e - f i e l d 
system i n Northumberland was a product of Anglo-
Norman manorialism, f o r t h i s was never a very i n f l u e n t i a l 
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f a c t o r i n an area of constant border f i g h t i n g , where 
m i l i t a r y ra ther than economic subservience was a x 
dominating cha rac t e r i s t i c (107) . 

Although t h i s does not apply i n e n t i r e t y to County Durham, i n 

the l i g h t o f t h i s present controversy, as a conclusion to t h i s 

chapter one could do worse than t h i s quotat ion from B e l l , which 

gives scope f o r a great deal o f re levant thought: 

An an t iqua r i an , r e f e r r i n g to our past h i s t o r y , would 
e a s i l y expla in both the smallness of the inclosures 
and the pecu l ia r way i n which we see the smallest of 
them gathered around the various v i l l a g e s . Formerly 
the whole couhty was i n one vast uninclosed moor, 

/ excepting about the towns or v i l l a g e s , each o f which 
had an extent of ground round i t , which was ca l l ed 
the ' T o w n - f i e l d ' , or ' S t i n t e d Pasture ' , or ' I n - F e l l ' . 
The inhabi tan ts d i d not do much i n c u l t i v a t i n g e i the r 
g r a i n or green crops beyond what the s t e m necessit ies 
o f nature would enforce , therefore aach i n d i v i d u a l 
inc losed h i s l i t t l e patch of t i l l a g e groimd as near to 
h i s door as he could get i t ; and i n add i t ion to t h i s 
t i l l a g e ga r th he had one or more 'ox gangs' or ' s t i n t s ' 
upon the pasture; and aji i m l i m i t e d range upon the 
•Out F e l l ' was open to him i f he possessed an advent­
urous s p i r i t ; but the 'Out F e l l ' was the ' unse t t l ed 
t e r r i t o r y ' i n those days, i n to which few would venture 
t h e i r c a t t l e f o r f ea r o f the ' inroads of the Scots ' . ( lOS) 

Before a h i s t o r y of Durham f i e l d systems can be w r i t t e n , there 

are many furrows to be ploughed and many problems to be solved. 
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CHAPTER FIVE - NOTES 

1 . Coalmines were present i n Brancepeth lordsh ip by 1638, 
and ' c o l e p i t t s ' were sunk i n West Park i n the seventeenth 
century . C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/ES. A 
t r a n s c r i p t o f the D i t c h f i e l d Grant; D.C. Raine MSS. R.49, 
f . l . A deposi t ion on lands a t Brancepeth 1703. 

2 . For a general discussion o f economic forces i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h 
a g r i c u l t u r a l changes, see Jones (1965, 1967). 

3. Chambers and Mingay ( l966) 104. This view was advanced a t 
the beginning of t h i s century by people such as S l a t e r ( l 9 0 7 ) ( a ) ; 
Johnson (1909); Gray ( l 9 1 0 ) . 

4 . Mingay (1963). Reproduced i n Minchinton (1968) V o l . 2 , 24, 

5. Smith (1967) 193. 

6. Conzen (1949) 76. 

7. Provisos must be made here s i m i l a r to those q u a l i f y i n g 
Conzen's statement i n the conclusion to Chapter Three, 
i . e . ' . . . t h i s evo lu t ion i s i t s e l f a r e f l e c t i o n of la rger 
t rends , economic, s o c i a l , and p o l i t i c a l . ' 

8. B e l l (ISGB'^. For a comprehensive discussion of leve ls of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l improvement up to c. 1850 see van Bath (1963). 

9. See Mingay (1962) 478-80. This surely applies i n any 
p e r i o d . 

10. B e l l (1856) 107, This widespread tendency to keep small 
numbers of pigs w&w apparently a recent phenomenon, one 
not observed i n 1600, See Thirsk (1967) 192, 

1 1 . B e l l (1856) 108, 

12. Ba i l ey ( l810) 

13. This was the Rotherham plough, a wheel-less swing plough 
w i t h a curved mouldboard, 

14. ' . . . . t h e new methods of farming had r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e to 
o f f e r the upland grazing d i s t r i c t s , and changes- here were 
more a response to pr ice changes than to the adoption of 
new methods' Grigg ( l967) 89. While changes i n price 
were almost c e r t a i n l y very important here, owing to a shor t ­
age o f evidence and time the author f e l t imable to do 
j u s t i c e to an i n t r i c a t e topic and no conclusions are ind ica ted . 

15. Chambers and Mingay (1966) 95. 

16. A and B are based on B e l l (1856) 100; C i s based on 
Ba i l ey (1810). 

17. B e l l (1856) 100. 
See F i g . 5 . 1 . The three fanns i l l u s t r a t e d here show something 
of the l o c a l v a r i a t i o n w i t h space and time i n the development 
o f farming p r a c t i c e , poss ib ly r e f l e c t i n g the changing ideas 
o f the estate steward throughout t h i s pe r iod . The lease f o r 
Redbams dates from 1790, and the diagram shows three years 
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17, Continued 
f rom a f i v e - y e a r r o t a t i o n : 

Seeds: 
Seeds 
Com 
Fal low 
Wheat. 

S lee tbum saw the development of three va r ia t ions o f t h i s 
r o t a t i o n from 1792 onwards.: 
— h S. 

Seeds Seeds Seeds 
Seeds Seeds Seeds 
Oats Com Com 
Fallow Fallow Fallow 
\yheat ^Vheat Com 

The small acreage down to pease was l e f t f a l l o w f o r a year, 
then included under r o t a t i o n b . The rape, mustafed, l i n t , 
and hempseed o f the middle o f the century are by now ommited. 
(C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . O / B r / E l . ) . The lease f o r 
Lowbams was the l a t e s t o f the three farms i l l u s t r a t e d , 
da t ing from 1795. Phys ica l ly very s i m i l a r to Redbaras, 
which i t almost ad jo ined , i t m s l a i d down to a simple 
three-year r o t a t i o n which ind ica ted t h a t clover had already 
been introduced the re : 

Wheat 
Clover 
Fal low 

The l e t t e r f rom Angus quoted l a t e r i n the t e x t (See f n . 19) 
shows tha t c lover had been 3*0wn f o r some years. 

C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Brandon-Deeds, e tc . 
Leases f o r S l e t tbu ra , Redbaras, Lowbams. 

Appendix 5 .3 . shows f u l l y the changes i n land use introduced 
i n l a y i n g down such r o t a t i o n s . 

18. Granger (1794) 42. 

19. S i l a s Angus, land agent to Shaftesbury, i n a l e t t e r to S i r 
W i l l i a m Appleby, June 1794. This passage i s quoted i n B e l l 
(1856) 103; the l e t t e r i n f u l l i s r ep r in ted i n Granger 
(1794) 68. F . 17 contains de t a i l s of pract ice on farms 
under Angus's stewardship. 

20. Granger ( l794) 54. 

2 1 . D.C. Longs taf f Case 4 , f . 4 . Le t t e r from Pybus to N e s f i e l d , 
1818. This s tates tha t fanners i n Brancepeth parish 'have 
a l t e r ' d t h e i r system and have (and are now) l y i n g away to 
grass as much o f t h e i r t i l l a g e lands as they possibly can. ' 
This l e t t e r i s also quoted i n f u l l i n Surtees ( l930) 18-19, 
See also the schedule r e f e r r e d to i n footnote 17. 

22. B e l l (1856) 103. 

23. B e l l (1856) 105. 
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24. See appendix 5 . 1 ; C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . 
D/Br/P 6 1 , and various other leases i n the Brancepeth 
and Cotesworth C o l l e c t i o n s . I t does seem from these deeds 
t h a t grass had previous ly played no par t i n arable husbandry 
i n t h i s area, the lands involved being permanently c u l t i v a t e d 
u n t i l t h i s development. Chambers and Mingay (1966) regard 
t h i s as the i n i t i a l phase of an ' A g r i c u l t u r a l Revolut ion ' . 
See also Jones (1965). 

25. B e l l (1856) 120-2 

26. Granger ( l794) 

27. D.C. Longs ta f f Case 4 . f . 4 . Pybus to N e s f i e l d 1818. 

28. B e l l (1856) 101-2. 

29. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . B/BT. Brandon-Deeds, e t c . 
'A Survey and Valua t ion of the several Farms, Lands, and 
Premises Belonging to the Right Honourable the Ear l of 
Shaftesbury Si tuate a t Brandon and B u m i g i l l i n the Coimty 
of Durham'. ( c . l 805 ) 70. 

30. Th i r sk has s i m i l a r l y r e f u t e d the idea tha t the adjac t ives 
'backward' and ' p r i m a t i v e ' were applicable to ag r i cu l tu re 
i n the county i n the s ix teen th century. Thirsk (1967) 27. 

3 1 . B e l l ' s desc r ip t ion o f landlord/ tenant agreements i n 1854 
appl ies equal ly as w e l l as ea r ly as 1699, showing e i the r 
the convent iona l i sa t ion o f t h i s type of document or 
suggesting an almost complete lack of change i n t h i s r e l a t i o n ­
ship throughout the eighteenth and ear ly nineteenth centur ies , 
w i t h Brancepeth a t a r e l a t i v e l y advanced stage i n 1699. 
See Appendix 5 . 1 . 
For a f u l l general discussion of l e t t i n g and leases see 
C u r t i s (1911) 1-70. 

32. Angus to Appleby 1794. 

33. See Appendix 5 . 1 . 

34. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Brandon-Deeds, e t c . 
Survey and Valua t ion of c. 1805. 

35. D.C. Longstaf f Case 4 , f . 4 . I^bus to N e s f i e l d 1818. 

36. G.A. Cotesworth JISS. Box C I , bundle 3 , f . 4 6 . 

37. G.A. Cotesworth JifSS. Box BV, bundle 5 , f . 3 . 

38. G.A. Cotesworth MSS. Box E, bundle 13, f . 1 5 . L i d d e l l 
was the owner of t h i s estate immediately p r i o r to i t s 
purchase by the E l l i s o n s . 

39. To date (September 1969) no estate records have come to 
l i g h t f o r the years before 1800 except f o r the twelve 
months from Martinmas 1727 to Martinmas 1728. C.R.O. 
Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . o /f ir/V 107. 
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40, For b ib l iograph ies see Chaloner (1954); Grigg ( l 9 6 7 ) ; 
Chambers and Mingay (I9i66) Chapter Four. 

4 1 , Compare, f o r example, the views o f the Hammonds ( l 9 1 l ) w i t h 
those o f Gonner (1912) and Tate (1944, 1948); t̂he views of 
Levy (1911) w i t h those of Mingay (1962, 1968). 

42, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/ f i r /P 4 , 

43, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/P 7, 

44, The decl ine of the small farmer seems to have been a feature 
associated almost everywhere w i t h enclosure, but i t was i n 
f a c t , i n Brancepeth as elsewhere i n the country, a na tura l 
process i n operat ion long before the middle of the eighteenth 
eentury. See the standard works, also Chambers (1940); 
Hunt (1959) , See espec ia l ly Mingay (1962, 1968), 

45, G.A, Cotesworth JiSS, Box Z, bundle 2 , f . 3 8 - 4 0 . 

46, G.A, Cotesworth MSS, Box C I , bundle 3 , f . 3 , 4 . 

I n s t r u c t i o n s i n agreement w i t h the mason f o r bu i ld ing 
w a l l s around E l l i s o n ' s al lotments a f t e r thS d i v i s i o n of 
Stockley and W i l l i n g t o n Commons: 

Foundations f o r the w a l l to be sunk a t leas t f ou r inches. 
The Wall to be twenty-two inches t h i c k . a t the bottom, 
s ix teen inches t h i c k a t the top , and to have two courses 
of throughs i n the usual places and to be f i v e f e e t high 
above the surface o f the groimd. 
The sd Mason to cut and l ay Gasping sods upon the sd wa l l 
so as to ra ise i t nine inches over and above the sd f i v e 
f e e t of stone w a l l above the surface of the ground. 

47, Northumberland C.R.O. NHO 404 ( B e l l ) 253. 

48, G.A. Cotesworth MSS, Box C I , bimdle 3 , f , 3 8 ; 
C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n , D/Br, Stockley-Deeds, e t c . 
June 1s t , 1765. This lease also includes de ta i l s of 's tubbing 
the w h i n s ' , 

49, Lennard ( l 9 3 2 ) , reproduced i n Minchinton (1968) V o l . 1 , 175; 
Smailes (.1960) 152, 

50, Evans ( l956) 229; Thi rsk (1967), 

5 1 , Granger ( l794) 46. 

52, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / E l . October 7th 1762. 

53, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/P 4 ; D/Br/P 6 1 ; 
D/Br . Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . January 26th, 1694. 

54, C R . O . Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n , D/Br/p 4 , 

55, This engrossing and r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n seems to have been a 
r e l a t i v e l y common predecessor to enclosure i n the eighteenth 
century . See Mingay (1962) 480-3. 
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56. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Will ington-Deeds, e t c . 

I n the l i g h t o f condi t ions over the res t of the area i t 
does seem l i k e l y tha t t h i s was a r e f l e c t i o n of the 
conven t iona l i sa t ion of the deeds rather than an accurate 
representa t ion o f the contemporary s i t u a t i o n . 

57. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Brancepeth-Deeds, e t c . 

58. G.A. Cotesworth MSS. Box Z, bundle 5 , f . l 3 . 

59. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E 1 . 

60. G.A. Cotesworth MSS. Box BV, bundle 5 , f . l l . 

6 1 . C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. L i t t l ebum-Deeds , 
e t c . December 14th, 1726, 

62. B .A. Cotesworth J!SS. Box B V , bundle 5 . f . l l . 

63. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D / f i r . Brancepeth-Deeds, 
e t c . March 9 th , 1711. 

64. G.A. Cotesworth MSS. Box E, bundle 3 , f . 1 1 . 

65. D.C. Raine MSS. Volume 49, f . l . 

66. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E 6. 

67. For a d e t a i l e d discussion of the complexity of the s i t u a t i o n 
see Kerridge (1967) Chapters 1 - 3 , For a commentary on the 
l ega l aspects of the landlord/ tenant r e l a t i onsh ip see 
C u r t i s (1911) 333-43, 355-422, 

68. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D / B r / E 6 . 

69. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D / B R / E 8. 

70. P.R.O. M i c r o f i l m E.164. 37. 

7 1 . C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Sr/p 15; D/f i r /E 8. 

72. For a general desc r ip t ion of ea r ly ag r i cu l tu re i n County 
Durham see Kerridge (1967) 159-60. 

73. V .C .H . County Durham, Volume I I . 162, 

74. Sc.S. Probate inventor ies f o r the Hinde f a m i l y of 1581, 
1628, 1675. 

75. A s j w e l l as various probate inven tor ies , see also D.C. Raine 
HiSS. Volume 49, f . l . 

76. P.R.O. M i c r o f i l m LR 2 / l 9 2 . 1608 Crown Survey. See also 
Chapter Seven f n . 3 . 

77. C.R.O. Brancepeth Collection.= D/Br. Brandon-Deeds, e tc . 
October 25th , 1605. 



- 92 -

78, C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Humbersledge-Deeds, 
e t c , October 30th , 1595. 

79, Gray ( l915) 105; C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . o/Br. 
Brandon-Deeds, e t c , October 25th, 1605; Various deeds 
and i n q u i s i t i o n s f o r Humbersledge and West Brandon. 

80, Chambers and Mingay (1966) 97-8, 

8 1 ; C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E 6, 

82, Gray (1915) 534, 

83, Gray ( l915) 106-7, See also Thirsk (1967) 27 f o r comment 
on the p r o b a b i l i t y tha t enclosure was spreading r a p i d l y 
by the beginning of the s ix teen th century, 

84, Granger ( l794) 43. 

85, Leonard ( l905) 

86, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br, Will ington-Deeds, 
e t c . See, f o r example, February 2nd, 1628. Several of these 
closes were i n existence before 1608, 

87, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br. Will ington-Deeds, 
e t c . See, f o r example, December 13th, 1632, 

88, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E 6, 

89, D.C. Raine MSS. Volume 4 9 , f . 2 , 

99, C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E 6. 

9 1 . D.C. Raine MSS, Volume 49, f . 2 . 

92. I b i d , 

93. C R . O . Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/p 4 . 

94. Sc,S, Halmote Court miscellaneous maps and plans. Box 2, 
niimber 44, 

95. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/f i r /P 6 1 . 

96. Surtees ( l930) C.R.O. Brancepeth Co l l ec t ion D/Br/E 8. 

97. Stone ( l789) 26-7, quoted i n Chambers and Mingay (1966) 80, 

98. D.C. Raine MSS. Volume 49. f . 2 . 

99. See Beresfotd ( l 9 6 l ) / , 

100 Gray ( l917) 105-7, 

101. t l h l i g (1961) 

102 B u t l i n (1964) 

103 S la t e r (1907 a) 



- 93 -

104. Smailes ( l960) 93. 

105. U h l i g (1956) 

106. See the papers ;of the I . B . G . Agrarian Landscape Research 
Group Conference, Musselburgh, May 15-16th, 1969. 

107. But1in (1964) 120. 

108. B e l l (1856) 111-2, 



- 94 -

CHAPTER SIX - BYERS GREEN; A C0MPARA.TIVE NOTE ON 

SOURCE MATERIAL 

This chapter, a l b e i t a shor t one, was included f o r two main 

reasons. F i r s t l y , i t provides a chance to set out a more d e t a i l e d 

formal analysis o f a v i l l a g e plaae than was possible i n Brance­

peth, and, secondly, i t was intended to throw a l i t t l e l i g h t on 

the d i f f i c u l t i e s of o u t l i n i n g d i f fe rences i n settlement and 

agratran organisa t ion which r e su l t ed from cont ras t ing h i s t o r i e s 

o f ownership and tenure between the f r eeho ld estates of Brance­

peth and the lands of the Church. As was seen i n Chapter Two 

a l l these areas of study l i e i n the seime physical area of County 

Durham, ye t the organisa t ion patterns mider ly ing the landscape 

are sometimes markedly d i f f e r e n t . . 

Much o f t h i s chapter i s taken from secondary sources and 
o f work 

f rom r e s u l t s / o t h e r than tha t o f the present author. The primary-

source mate r i a l r e f l e c t e d the contrasts i n organisat ion and gave 

r i s e to many d i f f i c u l t i e s and f r u s t r a t i o n s when attempts were 

made a t d i r e c t comparison between Byers Green and any of the lands 

of the f r e e h o l d es ta tes . Consequently, t h i s aspect i s not 

developed as f u l l y as one might wish , based as i t i s on the 

themes picked out i n the e a r l i e r chapters, and more a t t en t ion 

i s given to problems a r i s i n g f rom the nature of the source mater ia l , 

With regard to the formal analysis of the v i l l a g e plans i t i s 

thought t h a t several f ac to r s d iscern ib le i n t h i s context can be 

used to throw l i g h t on v i l l a g e developnent i n Brancepeth Lordship, 

although i t seems l i k e l y t ha t here also some allowances need to 

be made f o r the ro le o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l organisations i n Byers 

Green. As w i t h the main body of work, a retrogressive method of 

presenta t ion has been adopted, but the nature o f the source 

ma te r i a l rendered i t v i r t u a l l y impossible to present s p a t i a l 

analys is of the themes w i t h ivhich the w r i t e r i s concerned f o r a 



- 95 -

time e a r l i e r than 1800 

LAND OWNERSHIP AND TEI^RE 

I n 1841, Byers Green presented a p a t t e m of landownership 

which contrasted markedly w i t h t ha t of most of the par ish of 

Brancepeth. Figure 6 . 1 . shows the main landowners, i n the town­

sh ip , and by t h i s date the land he ld d i r e c t l y by the Bishop of 

Durham consis ted s o l e l y of a l lotments made during enclosure i n 

the f i r s t decade of the century, although he owned more i n 1841 

( F i g , 6 . l ) than he was awarded i n 1809 ( l ) . The Whitworth based 

Shafto f a m i l y held most o f the grassy steep slopes j u s t to the 

south o f the River Wear as w e l l as some lands to the east of the 

v i l l a g e . These two owned the bulk of the toimship ( F i g . 6 . l ) 

the r e s t being shared by some twenty-one landomers w i t h se-veral 

more people OAvning property i n the v i l l a g e . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between these people and the Bishop i s at 

present not very c l e a r . Much o f the land was ' copyhold ' , and 

some confus ion arose here as t h i s term appears to lack precise 

d e f i n i t i o n i n t h i s contex t . I n Chapter Three, i t was seen tha t 

copyhold, or customary lands, were he ld by the church. Here the 

term appears to imply some so r t o f manorial o b l i g a t i o n . Exchange 

or sale o f the f r e e h o l d property i s probably recorded i n the deeds 

of such p roper ty , i idii le the sale or exchange of a l l copyhold 

proper ty had to be reg i s te red w i t h the Halmote Court i n Durham 

C i t y , . The d i s t i n c t i o n between the types of tenure was maintained 

through enclosure of the moor, when land was a l l o t e d under the 

same condi t ions of tenure as the estates i n r i g h t of which they 

were made. The impl ica t ions ( i f any) behind t h i s d i f fe rence i n 

ownership arid tenure are not r e a l l y clear - w h i l s t as a landowner 

(oiming both copyhold and f r e e h o l d land) the Bishop would not 

exercise a great deal of c o n t r o l i n the township, i t might be 
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t ha t as Lord o f the Manor of Bondgate i n Auckland h is i n d i r e c t 

l ega l in f luence was s t i l l qui te s t rongly f e l t . 

I t i s the legal and f i s c a l dealings w i t h h is tenants which 

appear to make up most of the avai lable records. I n terms of 

agrar ian organisa t ion the township c e r t a i n l y seems to have lacked 

the s ingle gu id ing hand which l ed to the consol idat ion of farm 

p lo t s across the r i v e r . As Figure 6 .2 . shows the emphasis was on 

smal l , o f t e n fragmented, holdings associated w i t h cottages or 

houses i n the v i l l a g e , w i t h some f o r t y - f i v e tenants i n the town­

ship a t the time of the Tithe Survey. This may be a r e f l e c t i o n 

of the d i v e r s i t y i n time and space of the Bishop's in te res t s 

as compared to the r e l a t i v e l y close involvement of the heads of 

Brancepeth lo rdsh ip i n the running of t h e i r estates, although i t 

seems u n l i k e l y tha t an organisa t ion such as t ha t of the Palat inate 

would not have maintained close con t ro l over the v i l l age . . 

The ages of both the pa t t e rn of ownership and t ha t of tenure 

are d i f f i c u l t to estimated or even guess a t , being as they are 

dynamic features subject to constant change. The records 

associated w i t h Byers Green i n the Halmote Court mater ia l are 

mainly f i n a n c i a l , l a r g e l y concerned w i t h the assessment of land 

or the c o l l e c t i o n of r en t s . There are several comprehensive 

c o l l e c t i o n s of records r e l a t i n g to the church lands i n Byers 

Green ( 2 ) , but several f ac to r s prevented use fu l a j i a ly s i s . The 

survey o f 1647 i s widely separated i n time from the more recent 

ma te r i a l and there i s no i n d i c a t i o n as to the precise area covered. 

Attempts i n i t i a l l y to work baclcwards from the Tithe Survey 

using the ren ta l s and, as a l a s t r esor t , the Land Tax records, 

were l a r g e l y f r u s t r a t e d by the absence of f i e l d names on the 

Ti the Map. Con t inu i ty caji be achieved i n a study of ownership 

or tenure i n the church lands o f the Coxmty, but such work i s 

onerous and extremely lengthy. Recent work on a s ingle farm 
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u n i t i n Ives ton has shown these d i f f i c u l t i e s w e l l ( 3 ) , even 

where f i e l d names are ava i lab le f rom map evidence. The present 

w r i t e r f e l t a t t ha t stage i n h i s research tha t he lacked the 

necessary exper t ise and time to attempt to p u l l t h i s mater ia l 

together i n such a way as to render i t su i tab le f o r presentation 

a t t h i s l e v e l . Consequently, l i t t l e l i g h t can be shed on pat tems 

o f ownership and tenure over t h i s per iod i n Byers Green, 

lAND UTILISATION 

This aspect of the township can be seen rather more c l e a r l y , 

although the spa t i a l pa t tems are d i f f i c u l t to present owing to 

the d i f f i c u l t i e s o u t l i n e d above, and while the probate inventor ies 

can provide much u s e f u l mater ia l i n t h i s context t h i s in format ion 

also i s unsui table to map on t h i s small scale. The relationship 

between land use and the t e n u r i a l p a t t e m must therefore be an -

obscure one i n t h i s case, and i t has proved extremely d i f f i c u l t 

to put forward any deductions conceming the 'dynamics' o f each 

iniBspect o f the o ther . 

The p a t t e m of land use as represented by the Tithe Survey 

( F i g . 6 ,3) shows the township as being d iv ided in to two main areas, 

w i t h the ra i lway ac t ing as a roxigh d i v i d i n g l i n e . The f l a t t e r 

lands to the South and West of the l i n e , comprising the bulk of 

the l a t e enclosed lands, are almost e n t i r e l y arable . To the 

North and East land use i s ra ther more mixed, w i t h the steeper 

slopes of the Wear v a l l e y and Haggs Beck grass covered and the 

arable land somewhat r e s t r i c t e d to the f l o o d p l a i n of the r i v e r 

and the r o l l i n g land i n the east o f the township. The use of the 

enclosed land almost i n e n t i r e t y f o r arable husbandry comes as a 

surpr ise i n the l i g h t o f condi t ions on the e a r l i e r enclosures on 

the Brancepeth lands. I n these, much of the land was l a i d to 

grass i n a shor t t ime , as was seen i n Chapter F ive , whereas the 
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Act f o r Byers Green stressed the improvement of the moorland 

i t remained arable over the next t h i r t y years. Whether or not 

t h i s was a r e f l e c t i o n o f the la te date of enclosure, of physical 

cond i t ions , or o f landoimership i s not c e r t a i n , but most of tha t 

land today (May 1970) i s down to grassland. 

Problems ar ise when at tempting to estimate the e f f e c t s of 

enclosure i n t h i s toimship i n view of the shortage of sui table 

mate r ia l r e l a t i n g to the l a s t years of the eighteenth century 

and the beginning of the n ine teenth . Some of the papers of the 

Commissioners of Enclosure s t i l l survive (4) and, as i n the f i n a l 

award ( 5 ) , contain t a n t a l i s i n g references to a pre-enclosure map 

of the v i l l a g e lands which had been spec ia l ly drawn up f o r t h e i r 

use. To the best of t h i s w r i t e r ' s knowledge no map evidence i s 

a t present ava i lab le f o r the whole of Byers Green township before 

1831^ and the e a r l i e s t p a r t i a l coverage appears to be provided 

by the enclosure map of 1805/9. As w i l l be seen l a t e r , i t would 

appear t h a t the v i l l a g e green before t h i s date was a much more 

soph is t i ca ted piece o f grassland than was tha t of Stockley or 
to 

W i l l i n g t o n , but l i t t l e can be deduced as/the nature or ro le of 

the moor. In fo rma t ion on r i g h t s r e l a t i n g to the common or i t s 

usage are sadly l a c k i n g , although as long ago as 1615, when i t 

was almost c e r t a i n l y larger ( 6 ) , i t had been shared ivithout 

s t i n t i n g by a large number of people ( 7 ) . I t also seems l i k e l y , 

however, t ha t i t c a r r i e d scrub i f not mature woodland - one 

Thomas Wright of the v i l l a g e commented i n about 1780 the ' p l en ty 

of f u e l i s to be had from the common' ( 8 ) . 
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THE VIIIAGE 

This s e c t i o n r e l i e s for i t s source material l a r g e l y on 

d e t a i l s taken from work T ^ i c h then had, or subsequently has been 

published or read at various conferences ( 9 ) , I t shows what can 

be done with a c e r t a i n type of source ma t e r i a l , and i t throws 

l i g h t on a formal layout s i m i l a r to that foimd i n Brancepeth, 

Stockley, Willington and Brandon, C l e a r l y , however, there are 

dangers i n r e l a t i n g conclusions drawn from a study of Byers Green 

to the other v i l l a g e s , and the p i t f a l l s i n r e l a t i n g formal a n a l y s i s 

and v i l l a g e function have been acknowledged i n Chapter Four. 

As was seen at the beginning of Chapter Two, Byers Green 

v i l l a g e i n 1850 showed quite c l e a r l y a settlement that at one 

time had respected a c l e a r l y demarcated building l i n e which was 

by t h i s date i n d i s r e s p e c t , probably as a r e s u l t of growth and 

the coming of the p i t i n the years folloliring enclosure of the 

common waste and the v i l l a g e green. I t was also shown e a r l i e r 

that the driftway was an important formal element, but i t s function 

by the end of the eighteenth century i s one which cannot be 

assessed f u l l y . By then, the green which i t entered must have 

presented an appearance v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t from the rough pasture 

of Stockley's green: 

" I n the v i l l a g e front i s an open view 
without the appearance of any i n c l o s u r e s , the town 
extending a f u l l half-mile long and near a furlong 
wide, a l l of green t u r f , i n beautiful verdure most 
of the year. There i s a bowling green before the 
house and i n the centre of the town, the whole being 
ne a r l y i n the proportion of a Roman c i r c u s : and here 
frequently are both horse and foot races. Many 
other sports and games are also exhibited here 
annually " ( l O ) . 

I f the green i s to be seen as common pasture then i t must be at 

a date some distance removed, while the broad, funnel-shaped 

approach of the 'driftway* d i s c e r n i b l e from a formal a n a l y s i s 

can only be seen as a f o s s i l structure cf j some an t i q u i t y . 
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Althovigh i t would seem that the building l i n e was c l e a r l y 

demarcated, i t need not have been closed - indeed, i n the l i g h t 

of the evidence for Brancepeth and Stockley i t may be considered 

that a f u l l y c losed building l i n e was probably anomalous to 

settlements i n t h i s part of the county, Byers Green by c.1809 

had apparently suffered ve^ry l i t t l e i n f i l l i n g of the s t r e e t 

frontage, most buildings being s e t within t h e i r oim t o f t s a t some 

distance from t h e i r neighbours ( F i g . 6.4.) ( l l ) . 

As with the v i l l a g e s i n the Brancepeth estate a degree of 

r e g u l a r i t y of t o f t width suggested i t s e l f immediately on a:.*first 

examination of the enclosure map and the Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 

for the area. The t o f t s on each side of the s t r e e t are of broadly 

s i m i l a r length (although there i s a marked difference between 

the two s i d e s ) and appear to be of equal or proportionate widths. 

Within the general picture from the whole of Durham Roberts 

chose Byers Green as an 'excellent example' with which to demon­

s t r a t e t h i s r e g u l a r i t y along the s t r e e t frontage: 

The t o f t s i n the West Row, from north to 
south, have the proportions 2: 1: 2: 2: 1: 1: 3 and 
the measurements involved i n t h i s case appear to be 
uni t s of eight standard rods of 16,5 feet, the t o t a l 
length being 96 rods, or twelve eight rod units and, 
i r r e g u l a r as the east row seems, there are groimds 
f o r b e l i e v i n g that the o r i g i n a l t o f t s , again running 
north to south, had the proportions 1^: 2: 2: ̂ : 2: 

J r : 1: 2, also twelve eight rod un i t s ( F i g 6,4) ( l 2 ) 

I t i s h i s b e l i e f that such t o f t patterns 'strongly suggest 

planning i f not deliberate regulation.' ( l 3 ) . 

The marked asymetry in length of the t o f t t a i l s on opposite 

sides of the v i l l a g e i n Stockley, Brancepeth and Willington 

provoked comment i n Chapter Four, and a s i m i l a r imbalanced 

picture i s also present i n Byers Green ( F i g . 6.4) although i n a 

somewhat modified form. The v i l l a g e s i n the Brancepeth Estate 

lands o f f e r evidence of only dubious value here, as a r e g u l a r i t y 

of t o f t width could not be accu r a t e l y determined, althoxigh Stockley 
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i n p a r t i c u l a r f i t s Roberts' general picture very w e l l . The t o f t s 

of the north row i n Stockley were of considerable length and 

apparent r e g u l a r i t y , while the south side shows a much more 

inf-egular pattern. The r e l a t i o n s h i p between t o f t length and 

r e g u l a r i t y appears to be the other way round i n Byers Green, 

although t h i s may not be of any great s i g n i f i c a n c e . The v i l l a g e 

presents a s i t u a t i o n where the very long t o f t s i n the east 

present a more d i f f u s e structure oh the s t r e e t f r ont (although 

F i g 6,4 can be seen to suggest a former degree of greater regu­

l a r i t y ) while the more regular t o f t s i n the west are much shorter. 

I n the l i g h t of Uhlig's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these t o f t s as 

former i n f i e l d area, and considering the position of t h i s v i l l a g e 

i n r e l a t i o n to the former common waste, i t i s surely not unreason­

able to suggest that the east row i s the older of the tiro. 

Whilst paying due respect to those d e f i c i e n c i e s of formal anal­

y s i s recognised e a r l i e r , i n view of documentary evidence for the 

e a r l i e r period i t might be possible to suggest that t h i s row 

formed the e n t i r e settlement of Byers Green, facing on to the 

common waste, with the i n f i e l d reaching Ao^m behind the buildings 

to the streajn. I f t h i s was the case, and i t seems probable i n the 

l i g h t of findings presented by Roberts, i t could be that h i s 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of r u r a l settlement on the basis of 'rows' can 

be seen as a dynamic one moving from simple to more complex 

within a p a r t i c u l a r group of settlement forms ( 1 4 ) . 

Roberts suggests that t h i s asymetrical form of two row 

settlement i s ' c l o s e l y r e l a t e d ' to one row v i l l a g e s . The doc­

umentary evidence c i t e d below would appear to indicate that the 

settlement was only of very small s i z e i n the late twelfth century, 

being only c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d by the late fourteenth. The 

r e l a t i v e age of Byers Green, when compared with that of the 

v i l l a g e s of the Brancepeth e s t a t e , i s a matter of conjecture. 
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The c a s t l e a t Brancepeth was f i r s t erected i n 1086, and i t 
seems u n l i k e l y that some form of settlement would not have 
appeared under i t s walls at an e a r l y stage. I f t h i s i s the 
case, i t may w e l l be that an e a r l i e r date of foundation could 
be responsible for the more i r r e g u l a r pattern of these v i l l a g e s , 
e i t h e r becuase they were not regulated i n inception or because 
the pattern degenerated with the passage of time. Such a 
discrepancy i n time could also account for the r e l a t i v e lack of 
r e g u l a r i t y i n Byers Green east row, i f i t i s i n f a c t older than 
the west. Such conjecture on the o r i g i n s of Brancepeth and 
Stockley presupposes one very important assumption - that who-
or whatever was doing the 'regulating' was making h i s / i t s 
influence f e l t on both secu l a r and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l estates a l i k e . 
The author a t t h i s stage i s forced to beg the many questions 
that t h i s r a i s e s , f e e l i n g wholly inadequate to even begin to 
answer them. 

Byers Green was the s i t e of colonisation as e a r l y as 1183, 

when i t was recorded i n Boldon Book that one Ralph de Binchester 

held one c l e a r i n g for h a l f a mark, with one P h i l i p de Gildford 

holding Byermoor ( 1 5 ) , and by the time of Bishop H a t f i e l d ' s 

survey i n 1381/2 a recognisable v i l l a g e was c l e a r l y present. 

The survey records dwellings which were s a i d to l i e ex parte 

o r i e n t a l i v i l l a e de Byers and ex parte o c c i d e n t a l i v i l l a e , a 

d e s c r i p t i o n which would not have been inaccurate at the time of 

enclosure.' By t h i s date, a farm appears to occupy the s i t e of 

the e a r l y a s s a r t , while there i s also a manor house with two 

carucates of land, eight farms and nine cottages with holdings 

of various s i z e s l y i n g in d i v e r s i s campis or i n d i v e r s i s l o c i s ( l 6 ) . 

As a means of thro-^iring l i g h t on the i n i t i a l stages of 

v i l l a g e growth on the estates north of the r i v e r , t h i s examin­

ati o n of Byers Green throws up many p o s s i b i l i t i e s . However, 
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one can only suggest s i m i l a r i t i e s , and these may or may not be 

s i g n i f i c a n t . I t seems u n l i k e l y that much documentary evidence 

w i l l be forthcoming d i r e c t l y concerning t h i s e a r l i e r period 

i n Brancepeth. S i m i l a r l y , the d e t a i l e d estate papers f or 

Brancepeth provided a wealth of material which was lacking 

for Byers Green, and while the author may have some quite firm 

ideas about the development of the, township he has no evidence 

- from the documents or i n the f i e l d - to support these. 
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CHAPTER SIX - NOTES 

1. C.R.O. ENC 6, 7. Enclosure award for Byers Green. 

2. C.R.O. LT A / D / ( S E ) . Land Tax records, an incomplete s e r i e s 
from 1759. 

Sc.S Halmote Court Rentals 190707-190836, Rentals from 
1623-1800 

Sc.S. C.C. 23375 Surveys and r e n t a l s box 162. 'Survey 
of Manor of Bp, Auckland by order of Parliament 
1647' , 

3. B.K. Roberts Personal communication. 

4. Northumberland C.R.O. NRO 404 ( B e l l ) 253. Working papers 
of the enclosure commissioners for Byers Green. 

5. C.R.O. ENC 6,7. 

6. Sc.S H.C. Box 2 No,44 Map of Byers Green i n 1831, The 
map shows an area c a l l e d H i g h f i e l d 'which appears 
to have been divided 6md a l l o t t e d by an agreement 
or award of 1754', ( F i g , 6.3), 

See also Northumberland C.R.O. NRO 404 ( B e l l ) 253. The 
Commissioners ruled that a l l encroachment which had 
been made i n the l a s t t h i r t y years were to be 
deemed part of the common - they appended a lengthy 
l i s t of such encroachments. 

7. C.R.O. D/Br/E8. Thomas Ehnerson's survey of 1614. A l l 
tenants of Brancepeth Lordship who held lands i n 
several farms i n Byers Green and neighbouring 
hamlets 'otight and time out of mind have had common 
iirithout s t i n t together with the Bp's tenants on the 
Bp's common c a l l e d Byers Moor'. 

8. 'Mr Wrights Description of h i s v i l l a i n Byers Green', i n : 

Gentleman's Magazine L X I I I (1793) Part 1. 213-16. 

9. Roberts (1969); ( l 9 7 0 a ) ; (1970b); (1970c). 

10. Gentleman's Magazine o p . c i t , 214, 
11. Gentleman's Magazine o p , c i t . 215, Wright remarked that he 

was l i v i n g 'in a v i l l a g e (with) no house nearer 
than a himdred yards', 

12. Roberts (1970 ( b ) ) 242, 
C r i t i c i s m can be l e v e l l e d a t these measurements in 
terms of doubtful cartography of the o r i g i n a l maps. 
The author i s g r a t e f u l to Dr, Roberts for permission 
to reproduce the following comment on methods of 
measurement probably used by the o r i g i n a l mapmakers, 
and by him i n h i s a n a l y s i s of the ea r l y mapsx 

The margin of error which can be tol e r a t e d 
i n such measurements i s d i f f i c u l t to evaluate. I t 
seems impossible that an actual rod of 16,5 feet 
(5,0 metres) was used i n pr a c t i c e , no doubt a shorter 
rod, one h a l f or even one qtmrter of t h i s , was much 
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more convenient. Even on f l a t ground, and i f care 
were taken, an e r r o r could be expected to accumulate 
as the r e s u l t of the repeated measurements; on 
sloping, uneven ground, or i f the work was not done 
c a r e f u l l y , t h i s e r r o r could be substantial when a 
l i n e of 50 or 100 rods i n length was being l a i d out. 
Furthermore i t i s w e l l to r e c a l l that at a scale of 
1: 2500 a normal engraved l i n e on a map i s of the 
order of 2 feet wide (0.6 metres), while the expan­
sion or contraction of paper by no more them l/lO ins, 
(0,25 cm) accounts for 20,8 f t (6.4 metres) on the 
ground. Tithe and Enclosure maps are r a r e l y accurate 
enoiigh for exact measurements to be derived from 
them, although i t must be noted that they do tend to 
rei n f o r c e the argument for the r e g u l a r i t y of t o f t 
patterns. The e a r l i e r surveyors quite c l e a r l y often 
regarded the t o f t s as regular even when the c l i n i c a l 
accuracy of the Ordnance Survey shows they are not. 

The following table i l l u s t r a t e s these points: 

Byers Green: West Row (N s) 
G F £ D C B A Total 

1 260i i5oi 235^ 230i 135- 135^ 440- 1650 f e e t 

2 264 132 264 264 132 132 396 1584 feet 

3 288 144 288 288 144 144 432 1728 feet 

4 16,0 8,0 17,5 14,0 8,2 8.5 26,5 

5 18,0 8,0 16,0 14,0 8,0 8,0 26,0 

6 2 1 2 2 1 1 3 12 

7 -4 + 18 +26 -34 +3 +3 +44 

1, Measurements ( i n f e e t ) derived from the Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map (Sheet 34/8 County S e r i e s ) 

2, 'Predicted' measurements i f a 16,5 foot rod was used i n the 
r a t i o 1 u n i t : 8 x 16.5 (See l i n e 6.) 

3, 'Predicted' measurements i f an 18 foot rod was used, 
4, 16,5 foot u n i t s represented by the measurements in l i n e 1. 
5, 16,5 foot u n i t s derived from measurements made on the 

enclosure map of 1809, 
6, Suggested pattern of r e g u l a r i t y i n terms of 8 x 16,5 foot 

u n i t s , 
7, Degree of v a r i a t i o n ( i n f e e t ) between l i n e 2 and l i n e 1. 

Toft A i s markedly l a r g e r than expected, but c l e a r l y 
had opportunities for encroachment southirards which 
were denied a l l other t o f t s , even t o f t G, which was 
botmded on i t s northern side by a roadway. I t seems 
reasonable to suggest that E and D could well represent 
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a 4 X 16.5 foot t o f t which has been sub-divided 
rather imevenly, 

A rod of 16,5 f e e t has been selected because i t 
i s f e l t that over seven t o f t s the accumulated errors 
would be p o s i t i v e rather than negative. The t o t a l 
v a r i a t i o n between the actual measurements ( l i n e l ) 
and the 'expected' measurements ( l i n e 2) i s some 66 
f e e t , c u r i o u s l y enough exactly 4 x 16,5 f e e t . Over 
a distance involving the measurement of 96 rod tmits 
4 have been gained, an e r r o r of nearly 4^, not an 
i n t o l e r a b l e discrepancy, more e s p e c i a l l y as we have 
no measure of the degree of accuracy expected. The 
long time perspective involved and the presence of 
modem buildings makes i t d i f f i c u l t to check measure­
ments in the f i e l d or indeed appraise the s i t e through 
twelfth or t h i r t e e n t h century eyes, 

13, Roberts (1970 ( b ) ) 242, 

14, Roberts himself l a t e r advanced t h i s conclusion i n p r i n t : 
' i t i s reasonable to postulate a sequence of development, 
the one row form becoming a two-row v i l l a g e with the add­
i t i o n of f u r t h e r homesteads as population increased,' 
See Roberts (1970 ( a ) ) 601, 

15. Greenwell, ed (1852) 

16. Greenwell, ed (1857) 
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CHAPTER SEVEN . BRANCEPETH: THE LORDSHIP 1569.-;rl632 

Something of the d i f f i c u l t i e s inherent i n a horizontal study 

of a 'whole' landscape has already been seen ( l ) , but i t was 

f e l t that some attempt had to be made to do t h i s here to draw the 

work to a s a t i s f a c t o r y conclusion, to set the scene, as i t 

were, a t the beginning of the period studied. Only then can 

many of the questions r a i s e d be framed c o n s t r u c t i v e l y together 

and suggestions for further developnent be put fonrard. 

The landscape i n 1569/70 was already l a r g e l y the product 

of the i n t e r a c t i o n between man^and land over a f a i r l y lengthy 

period. To avoid presenting a l i s t of questions to which he has 

no answers, then the author must here content himself with a 

de s c r i p t i o n of that landscape as i t appeared at the end of the 

six t e e n t h century. By doing t h i s i t i s intended to provide an 

a r t i f i c i a l ' i n i t i a l surface', and therefore the opportunity to 

see the way i n which the underlying fac t o r s governing s e t t l e ­

ment and landscape evolution have affected t h i s p a r t i c u l a r area 

through time. A base l i n e of Bome sor t i s c l e a r l y necessary i f 

these f a c t o r s are to be evaluated i n any way. 

The o v e r a l l v i s u a l impression of the area at t h i s time was 

sur e l y quite d i f f e r e n t from that foimd a f t e r another two hundred 

and f i f t y y ears. At the time of the Attainder on Westmorland, 

Brancepeth estate contained sever a l large areas of open, common 

waste ( F i g . 7.1). The la r g e s t of these was ref e r r e d to in 1615 

as 'a great common', (2) forming as i t did a continuous area 

serving Brancepeth and Stockley i n the east, Willington, Helmedon 

Row, and Crook and B i l l y Row i n the south, and Thomley, Helme 

Park, and Greenwell H i l l i n the south-west. E a s t Brandon Moor 

forms the only other d e f i n i t e l y located area of common waste (3), 

although Brandon toimship contained a t l e a s t two other s i m i l a r 
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areas ( F i g . 7 . l ) , i t i s d i f f i c u l t to assess the amount of 

enclosure going on at t h i s time, appearing l i k e l y that some 

farms i n the area had expanded i n Tudor times, while almost 

c e r t a i n l y piecemeal enclosure was taking place ( 4 ) . Against 

t h i s , however, stands the declaration i n 1615 of a jury and 

nine witnesses that as long as they could remember they knew 

not 'any p a r t i c i o n or d i v i s i o n of Wastes or Comons within t h i s 

Lordpp made by any Township tenants or other' ( 5 ) . 

I n the years immediately a f t e r the D i t c h f i e l d Grant, 

Brandon gives a f a i r l y d e t a i l e d picture of the way i n which 

enclosure by agreement could take place. I n 1615, E a s t Brandon 

Moon/was open to a l l tenants of the toimship without s t i n t i n g , 

but s h o r t l y a f t e r Cropley bought the estate the moor was divided 

up by means of walls and s t i n t i n g was introduced. Conversion to 

t i l l a g e took place within a few years, and by the end of the 

seventeenth century there was no common waste l e f t i n Brandon 

Lordship ( 6 ) . 

The l o s s of the common was probably a severe blow to the 

poorer s e c t i o n of the commimity. I n Brancepeth in 1608 there 

were s e v e r a l inhabitants who appear to have no other means of 

support than the r i g h t s a v a i l a b l e to them on the Lord's Conmon, 

and although E a s t Brandon appears to have had no inhabitants 

quite so l i m i t e d , the e f f e c t s of the enclosure must have been 

f e l t quite strongly among the smaller tenants. 

There were some large stands of timber on the estate at 

the end of the s i x t e e n t h century, the bulk of i t apparently 

' n a t u r a l ' . Although the area i n 1569/70 was 'well replenished 

with wood and timber whereof there i s no great sale because there 

i s such plenty of t r e e s ' ( 7 ) , i t appears to have been 

confined i n the main to the demesne parks and the immediate 

area of Brancepeth and Stockley, with outlying woods in 
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Waterhouses, I v e s l e y , and the Brandon 'demeanes', ( 8 ) . Not 

u n t i l the very end of the eighteenth century was any planting 

done on a large scale throughout the estate and i n general the 

landscape must have appeared much l e s s wooded in c.1600 than 

i t did i n 1850 ( 9 ) . 

With quite a strong emphasis on grassland a t t h i s time ( l O ) , 

f i e l d s held i n s e v e r a l t y i n some parts of the estate were very-

much l a r g e r than those of the nineteenth century ( l l ) , although 

many esta t e tenants held very small pieces of imenclosed-land 

i n the subdivided f i e l d s found i n close proximity to a l l the 

v i l l a g e s . Only i n Willington does i t appear that these f i e l d s 

are h e ld i n common, and the evidence presented i n Chapter 5 

would seem to show that even here the system was at an advanced 

stage of decay ( l 2 ) . Tenure was apparently freehold - the 

survey of 1615 s t a t e s c a t e g o r i c a l l y that there were no copy­

holders within the Lordship ( 1 3 ) , although the lands of the 

Manor of the Rectory i n Brancepeth ure c l e a r l y not included here. 

The survey of 1608 shows areas of pasture in Waterhouses 

c a l l e d the West Pasture and E a s t Pasture, of 346 acres and 302 

acres r e s p e c t i v e l y ( 1 4 ) . I t would seem l i k e l y that these were 

l i t t l e more than fenced areas of rough grazing (as they probably 

s t i l l were i n 1707 ( F i g . 5 . 5 ) ) , but, i f that was the case, they 

represented an organisational change in the use of that land 

which may have had quite far-reaching repercussions. The same 

Crown survey shows West Brandon as a farm of some 290 acres, 

^Tith 135 acres of meadowland i n two f i e l d s and 155 acres of 

pasture, agai^ i n only two f i e l d s ( l 5 ) . What l i t t l e arable land 

there ^ms on the sever a l farms appears to have been doim mainly 

to hay, with some hardcom, oats, com and bigg (barley) becoming 

more important i n the f i r s t quarter of the seventeenth century ( l 6 ) . 
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The bulk of the population was concentrated i n the four 
main v i l l a g e s of the lordship, although many of the la r g e r farm­
steads had been long e s t a b l i s h e d ( F i g 7.1) ( l 7 ) . Communications 
by modem standards must have been very d i f f i c u l t , the unfenced 
tracks across the moor and the hedged 'leanings' bearing very 
l i t t l e resemblance to roads of today, i n terms both of form and. 
to a l e s s e r extent, of l o c a t i o n . I t would seem l i k e l y that the 
skeleton of the settlement pffttem foiind i n 1850 was already i n 
exis t e n c e , and within t h i s the form of the nucleated settlements 
was probably l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t from that to be found a century 
l a t e r ( F i g , 7 . l ) ( i s ) , although both Brancepeth and Brandon 
v i l l a g e s included pinfolds which are unid e n t i f i a b l e at a l a t e r 
date ( 1 9 ) . The f a b r i c of these settlements appeared to be i n 
s u r p r i s i n g l y poor condition i n 1569/70 ( 2 ) , as inde.ed was that 
of the c a s t l e i t s e l f i n 1615: 

the s a i d C a s t e l l was i n verie good state 
and re pare and we l l furnished but the same i s now 

much ruyned wasted and decayed ( 2 l ) . 

This picture clashes quite strongly with that given of the 

estate i n general i n the e a r l i e r survey. Before the r e b e l l i o n , 

the farms were of a good q u a l i t y , worked by wealthy and substantial 

tenants who had 'much land f or t h e i r rent and great waste ground 

to keep t h e i r c a t t l e i n summer and plenty of enclosed ground for 

the succour and maintenance of them i n winter' ( 2 2 ) . 

I t i s possible that there was one, or maybe even a group of, 

nucleations i n the north of Brandon toimship. The farms indicated 

in Figure 7.1 were s a i d to have been 'pa r c e l l to several out-

hamlets laying and being within y® Towpp of ye parish afores^ 

ca l e d or knoim by ye name of Bj-^shottles• ( 2 3 ) , and B u r a i g i l l a t 

that time was c a l l e d a ' v i l l a g e or hamlet'. The disappearance 

of Byshottles as an indejjendent u n i t of organisation may have 

been due to t h i s m u l t i p l i c i t y of small settlements and a lack 
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of one strong nucleation. 

The organisational framework may have d i f f e r e d s l i g h t l y 

elsewhere i n 1608, with both Waterhouses and West Brandon appear­

ing i n the Crown Survey as part of Comsay toimship ( 2 4 ) . As 

was i n d i c a t e d i n Chapter Three, the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the township 

as an administrative i m i t a t t h i s time i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r ( 2 5 ) . 

Despite the generally p e s s i m i s t i c view of decay which 

apparently was seen by a l l who came to Brancepeth for any kind of 

o f f i c i a l purpose, the presence of a strong t r a d i t i o n of lordship 

must have been quite apparent to the eye, manifesting i t s e l f i n 

the form of the c a s t l e a t Brancepeth and the two large areas of 

wooded deer park close by. The picture must have seemed a 

t r a n q u i l one from a f a r , but was even then changing. A l e t t e r of 

1615 points out that Brancepeth Park was being displanted, the 

deer being sent to Raby, and ' a l l was desolation' i n the estate 

( 2 6 ) . The park r e f e r r e d to was probably the E a s t Park, which i n 

1569/70 was enclosed by some three and a h a l f miles of paling and 

bounded on i t s south side by the River' Wear. I t appears to have 

been converted to farmland by 1640 ( 2 7 ) , and the deer park con­

s i s t e d of only a few acres by 1741 ( 2 8 ) . 

The d e t a i l e d e f f e c t s of the crushing of the Ris i n g of the 

North are not very c l e a r , but the inmediate e f f e c t s were apparently 

severe enough to provoke comment and conceni. A l e t t e r to Lord 

Burghley i n 1571 s t a t e d t h a t: 

The Bishopric i s very weak, as there i s none to whom 
they may r e s o r t for succour, for the bishop they make 
small account of; and whereas Westmorland, Swinburne, 
and others kept houses which are now empty, that part 
of the country i s clean waste ( 2 9 ) . 

Althougli t h i s s u r e l y must be something of an overstatement when 

applied to Brancepeth as a whole, i t i s possible that only 

E l i z a b e t h ' s decision to spare the l i v e s of rebels who were 

tenants on such estat e s saved a great deal of destituction. 
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Before 1570, the estate had been i n the hands of one family 
which, i n general, appears to have managed i t s estates w e l l . The 
end of the N e v i l l e s ' lordship marked the beginning of a s i x t y 
year period of lordship from a f a r which only ended with the sale 
of the esta t e to Ralph Cole i n 1636. I t was t h i s period, however, 
which saw the beginnings of accelerated change of the landowner-
ship patterns i n the area and a rapid decline for the estate i n 
terms of both s i z e and stature ( F i g . 3.4) ( 3 ) . Not u n t i l the 
nineteenth century were some members of the estate brought back 
together again, and i t i s the changes, and reasons for these 
changes, i n the intervening two himdred years with which t h i s 
t h e s i s has been l a r g e l y concerned. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN - NOTES 

1. See Introduction, fn. 2, 

2. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E8. 

3. Ibidem; D.C. Raine MSS. R.49 f.3. 

4. The court books of the l a t e r years of the 17th century 
contain many pages of f i n e s for 'intacks' and incroachments 
and i t i s s u r e l y not imreasonable to see t h i s as a process 
c a r r y i n g on from t h i s e a r l i e r date. See C.R.O. Brancepeth 
C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/E6, E8, 

5. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br/E8. 

6. See Chapter 5, te x t and f n . 91, 92. Almost c e r t a i n l y some 
d i v i s i o n of the moor took place before 1632, but the pace 
of conversion to t i l l a g e c e r t a i n l y seems to have accelerated 
a f t e r t h i s date when compared with surrounding townships, 

7. P,R.O. Microfilm E. 164/37. 

8. Ibidem, See also C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br/E8, 
E x a c t l y what or where these were i s not c l e a r at t h i s 
stage, 

9. See Chapter 5, f n , 96; Compare the F i r s t E d i t i o n O.S, 
6" sheet XXVI with, f o r example, maps of 1701 and 1741 
- C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/P 61, P.L.4; 
See also Proc. N.S.A. (3rd S e r i e s ) Vol.11 1905 178-9. 

10. P.R.O. Microfilm LR 2/l92 gives the following breakdoim 
of land use. (Figures i n percentages). Exclusive of the 
open common waste. 

Arable Meadow Pasture Total 
Brancepeth 16.6 37.5 45.8 99.9 
Stockley 17.2 64.2 18.6 100 
E a s t Brandon 8.4 24.5 67.0 99.9 
Wi 11ington 21.0 42.8 36.1 99.9 

11. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/p 61 and F i g . 5.5, 
for the siz e of f i e l d s i n the north of the area i n 1701; 
P.R.O. Microfilm LR 2/l92 for d e t a i l s i n 1608. 

12. See Chapter 5, t e x t and fn.87. 

13. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n , D/Br/E8, 

14. P.R.O. Microfilm LR 2/l92 

15. Ibidem, See also C.R,0. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br. 
Brandon-Deeds, e t c . 

16. See, for example. Appendix 5.2, 

17. C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br/E8. 

18. See Chapter 4, text and f n . 44. 
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19. C.R.O, Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n , D/Br/E6. 

20. See Chapter 4, t e x t and fm 44. 

21. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n D/Br/E8. See also Chapter 4, 
te x t and f n . 45, 

22. P.R,0, Microfilm E 164/37. 

23. D,C. Raine MSS, R,49 F.2. 

24. P,R,0, Microfilm LR 2/l92. 

25. See Chapter Three, text and fn, 8, 9, 

26. Proc. N,S.A. (3rd S e r i e s ) Vol.11 1905. 177, 

27. D.C. Raine MSS. R.49 f n . l . 

28. C.R.O. Brancepeth C o l l e c t i o n . D/Br/p.L. 4. 

29. V.C.H. County Durham Vol.1 167. 

30. See Chapter 3, 
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CONCLUSION 

This section i s not intended as a watertight argument to 

prove a point nor as a proposition of a 'theory' of landscape 

change. Rather i t represents a sunimary of thoughts Emd ideas 

which have arisen over the l a s t few years i n the completing of 

t h i s work as i t stands at present, together w i t h some ideas on 

the scope of future work. As seen e a r l i e r , w i t h i n each aspect 

of 'landscape' examined immediate causes of change must have 

been mainly l o c a l , but i t i s d i f f i c u l t to assess the degree to 

which these represent modifications of and adaptations to 

movements and trends on a wider scale. I t would be unusual 

indeed f o r a work of t h i s l i m i t e d scope to contribute much i n 

the way of o r i g i n a l ideas which can be applied i n general, but 

i t does have a part to play f o r a l l t h a t . The author believes 

th a t such studies are important i f people w i t h more time, 

experience, and breadth of knowledge are to produce the 

generalisations and explanation of much i n the past that i s 

s t i l l hidden today. 

The work set out i n the. preceding pages i s la r g e l y concerned 

w i t h the evolution of a landscape, a l b e i t over a very small area. 

Attempts a t explanation were made wherever feasible - by studying 

the landscape through time i t has been possible i r i t h varying 

degrees of success to pick out a v a r i e t y of causal and i n f l u e n ­

t i a l f a c t o r s . I t i s f e l t t h a t the way i n which these factors 

a f f e c t e d the evolution of a p a r t i c u l a r landscape can be seen as 

relevant and applicable on a larger scale. 

I t would appear t h a t the forces at work can be grouped in t o 

three main areas - i ) i n i t i a l and i i ) causal fac t o r s , and i i i ) 

those ivhich act as constraints (See Table I o v e r l e a f ) . ' I n i t i a l 
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facto r s are taken to be those conditions p r e v a i l i n g i n a land­

scape at any one time. They can be seen as bas i c a l l y physical 

- r e l i e f , drainage, s o i l s , climate, vegetation - and although 

they do change w i t h time i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t they would have 

changed quick l y enough i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case to influence 

the speed of landscape change. They are responsible f o r much 

of what can be seen i n a landscape at any one time, but w i t h i n 

these i n i t i a l l i m i t s they play only a small part d i r e c t l y i n 

the way i n which t h a t landscape changes. 

A case i s also made here f o r including the administrative 

organisation of an area i n any l i s t of ' i n i t i a l ' f a c t o r s . 

Units of both c i v i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l administration changed 

i n t h i s area several times during the period of study, yet they 

were not xmits unique to t h i s area. Although personalities 

w i t h i n e i t h e r of these systems can make t h e i r presence f e l t -

as, f o r instance, i n the Brancepeth t i t h e dispute - as such 

systems are fomd i n many other places, f o r purposes of com­

parison between areas any major changes i n landscape and s e t t l e ­

ment can be taken to be brought about by factors other than 

both 'physical' and 'administrative'. 

The physical and organisational backcloth to t h i s area was 

sketched i n at the beginning of the th e s i s . Against t h i s i t i s 

possible to see the main groupings of factors which cause and 

co n t r o l landscape change and those which place constraints upon 

i t . Elements of 'cause' and 'control' are d i f f i c u l t to separate 

- the discovery of new crop s t r a i n s may cause changes i n an 

estate but i t w i l l probably be p r o f i t motives of the landlord 

t h a t c o n t r o l these. Constraining influences are possibly the 

most f l u i d i n terms of v a r i a t i o n from time to time and place 

to place (Table l ) 



- 117 -

I n view of the ideas expressed above i t i s surely not 

unreasonable to see 'landscape' as a function of the decision­

making process, e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y , on the part of 

landlords large and small. The face of the land i s a complex 

variable depending l a r g e l y i n r u r a l areas on the modification 

of physical f a c t o r s by agrarian techniques and technological 

advance, but the ways i n which these modifications take place 

are determined by landownership. The e f f e c t s of decisions by 

landlord!s have been prominent throughout t h i s work. For instance, 

the timings of enclosure can be seen as a d i r e c t r e s u l t of 

changes i n landownership, as can the changing of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

techniques especially i n the l a t e r years, while the disappearance 

of Stockley provides the most s t r i k i n g example of the lord's 

in f l u e n c e . Patterns of tenure s i m i l a r l y depend on ownership, 

and although not usually d i r e c t l y physically expressed i n the 

landscape, such patterns can often play an important part i n 

landscape ev o l u t i o n , representing as they do a dowiward 

movement of the decision making process. 

Settlement and f i e l d patterns, b u i l d i n g fa b r i c and crop 

types - such features are elements i n a landscape, the end 

product at any one time of a whole series of decisions, e i t h e r 

n a t i o n a l or l o c a l , s t r e t c h i n g back through time. The s i t u a t i o n 

i n which the pattern of nucleated settlement evoived i n Brance­

peth probably precludes to some extent conclusions applicable 

on any wider scale ( 2 ) . Such a large freehold estate formed 

something of an exception i n County Durham, and i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

to l i n k some changes i n the estate with those going on i n the 

immediate v i c i n i t y outside i t , although w i t h regard to such 

movements as the early colonisation of the waste and l a t e r 

enclosure i t seems to have been f a i r l y t y p i c a l . As Chapter 

Four showed, c e r t a i n formal s i m i l a r i t i e s are apparent between 
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the villageisr, yet i t i s not r e a l l y possible to assess the effects 

of the long period of p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y before 1570 on the way 

i n 1/hich these settlements o r i g i n a t e d and evolved. I t seems that 

i n such a s i t u a t i o n of 'stable' ownership the speed of change im 

a landscape tends to extremes. I t may be slowed down a great 

deal by a conservative landlord and/or agent, or, as a r e s u l t of 

t e n u r i a l and technological changes which open new avenues f o r 

p r o f i t or 'progress', change imposed from above can be very 

rapid indeed. A steady evolution, a more 'normal' pace of change, 

would appear to go on where the pattern of ownership presents a 

fragmented picture of medium and small holdings where decisions 

by i n d i v i d u a l s tend not to be very far-reaching. I t i s the 

fac t o r s behind these decisions which need to be exposed more and 

more, and i t i s these which can only be determined as a r e s u l t 

of many l o c a l studies i n depth and subsequent generalisation. 

Many questions have been raised without any answers being 

given; many gaps have become apparent i n the time which has 

elapsed since parts of t h i s thesis were completed. Apart from 

the f i l l i n g of such holes, the work can be seen as incomplete i n 

two s|)heres, both of which the present author hopes to explore 

more f u l l y i n the f u t u r e . 

The source material i t s e l f i s by no means exhausted. I n 

some cases the significance of documents escaped notice, much 

more material was available than there was time to consult, and 

more sources have come to l i g h t i n recent months. The potential 

of t h i s source material i s discussed more f u l l y i n the section 

of the bibliography on primary sources. Further work, p a r t i a l l y 

a r i s i n g from new sources, ean be seen to be concerned w i t h 

developing the study of t h i s one area i n much greater depth, 

pushing baclcwards through time, exploring more themes, or 
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developing more l o c a l studies f o r a s i m i l a r period i n time f o r 

the purposes of comparison, and, u l t i m a t e l y , generalisation. 

I t i s recognised th a t these words are being w r i t t e n against a 

background of on-going research i n a l l these areas, but there 

are s t i l l many imponderables about the themes and the area which 

acted as subject material f o r t h i s t h e s i s . 
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CONCLUSION - NOTES 

1. See BereSiEord and Hurst ( l 9 7 l ) 121-2 f o r the way i n which 
changing climate may have influenced settlement s i t i n g , 
morphology, and f a b r i c . 

2. 'Probably' i s d e l i b e r a t e l y inserted here. U n t i l more i s 
found out about the early days of the lordship i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t at t h i s stage to say whether such conclusions 
w i l l or w i l l not be possible i n the f u t u r e . Although 
comparison i s quite easy i n a formal sense, i n a f u n c t i o n a l , 
explanatory way one wonders how v a l i d i t can be when the 
surrounding area apparently d i f f e r e d so much i n terms of 
ownership, tenure, and p o l i t i c a l sovereignty. 


